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TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA.— VII. 

THE  EASTERN  COAST  OF  SOUTH  AMERICA.* 

The  countries  next  to  be  considered  in  this  series  are  those 
Republics  of  South  America  which  border  upon  or  find  their 
natural  outlets  on  the  Atlantic.  These,  in  the  order  of  distance 
from  the  United  States,  are  Brazil,  Uruguay,  the  Argentine 
Republic,  and  Paraguay,  the  last  named  being  the  only  country 
which  has  no  seaboard  on  the  eastern  coast  Transportation 
between  the  United  States  and  this  vast  region  of  South  America, 
containing  not  only  immense  natural  resources  in  process  of  devel- 
opment, but  industries  and  trade  of  large  proportions  which  have 
already  attained  maturity,  is  easy  and  direct  and  does  not  wait  for 
the  additional  facilities,  so  urgently  needed  by  the  western  coast, 
which  would  follow  the  construction  of  a  canal  across  Nicaragua 
or  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  The  extension  of  the  present  trade 
relations  of  the  United  States  throughout  the  eastern  half  of 
South  America  is,  therefore,  dependent  only  upon  conditions 
which  already  exist  and  do  not  need  to  be  created. 

The  interoceanic  canal  would  be  of  great  benefit  in  shortening 
'he  distance  between  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America  and  the 
western  coast  of  the  entire  hemisphere,  but  it  would  have  only  an 
"^direct  effect  upon  the  trade  between  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South 
America  and  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  Gulf  ports  of  the  United 
States.  The  shortest  practicable  routes  are  already  to  be  found  on 
^e  Waters  of  the  broad  Atlantic,  and  the  requisites  for  commercial 

^  &m  article  of  this  series  was  printed  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  July,  1897. 
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development  are  merely  those  ordinary  ones  which  lie  at  the  base 
of  all  sea-borne  trade.  In  other  words,  we  have  but  to  find  the 
means  of  increasing  the  exchange  of  products  through  accustomed 
channels,  with  no  barriers  of  nature  to  remove.  If  we  can  obtain 
the  desired  quantity  of  articles  for  barter,  and  the  ships  to  carry 
them,  the  problem  is  solved. 

But  although  the  ports  of  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America 
are  the  termini  of  direct  and  well-defined  routes  fi*om  the  United 
States,  their  geographical  relation  to  the  latter  country  is  not  such 
as  to  give  it  a  marked  advantage  in  the  struggle  with  European 
nations  for  their  trade.  As  has  been  pointed  out  in  the  first  article 
of  this  series,  the  South  American  continent  juts  out  into  the 
Atlantic  so  fer  to  the  eastward  of  a  line  drawn  due  south  fi-om 
New  York  City  that  the  more  northerly  European  ports  are  but 
little  farther  distant  than  the  great  seaboard  cities  of  the  United 
States.  The  conditions,  therefore,  are  more  nearly  equal  than  in 
the  competition  for  the  trade  of  Mexico,  Central  America,  the 
West  Indies,  and  the  northern  coast  of  South  America,  which  are 
so  much  nearer  the  United  States  as  to  give  the  letter  a  great 
advantage  over  its  European  rivals — ^an  advantage  which,  as  has 
been  so  often  pointed  out  in  these  articles,  would  extend  to  the 
western  coast  of  South  America  upon  the  completion  of  the  Nica- 
ragua or  the  Panama  Canal.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  so  great  is 
the  volume  of  trade  of  the  eastern  coast  of  South  America  that  the 
share  of  the  United  States,  even  under  conditions  geographically 
less  favorable,  assumes  large  dimensions,  especially  when  contrasted 
with  that  for  the  western  coast.  The  imports  fi-om  and  the  exports 
to  the  east  coast  countries  by  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal  years 
ended  June  30, 1896  and  1897,  are  thus  given  in  the  United  States 
Treasury  returns : 

Eastern  Coast  of  South  America. 


Argentine  Bepublic 

Brazil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 


Total 


Imports  fnmi. 


1896. 


Dollars. 

9.313.385 
71,060,046 


3,  242,  428 


83,615,859 


X897. 


Dollars. 
10,  772,  627 
69, 039,  389 


3.515.054 


83.  527.  070 


Bxportsto. 


1896. 


Dollars. 
5,  979, 046 
14,  258,  187 


1,481,  200 


X897. 


21,718,433 


Dollars. 

6,  384,  984 

12,  450,  061 

740 

1,213,426 

20,049,  211 
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The   total   trade   of  the  United  States  with  South  America 
during  the  same  years  was  as  follows: 

South  America, 


Imports  from. 

Kzportsto. 

X896. 

1897. 

Z896. 

X897. 

Dottars. 
Io8»  828,  463 

DoUars. 
107,  389,  009 

DoOars, 
36.  297, 671 

DoUars, 
33.  768, 493 

Thus,  we  find  that  of  the  total  imports  of  the  United  States 
from  South  America,  more  than  three-fourths  come  from  the  east- 
cm  coast,  while  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  total  exports  of  the  United 
States  to  South  America  are  taken  by  the  same  group  of  coun- 
tries. By  comparison,  the  trade  of  the  western  coast  with  the 
United  States,  in  its  present  state  of  development,  as  given  in  the 
preceding  article  of  this  series,  is  insignificant  Its  possibilities, 
only,  arrest  attention. 

The  figures  are : 

Western  coast  of  South  America* 


Bolma  .  . . 

Chile 

Ecuador  . . . 
Peru 

Total 


Imports  from. 


1896. 


DoOars. 

None. 

4.709,017 

763.  643 

712,696 


6, 185, 356 


1897. 


Exports  to. 


X896. 


DoUars. 
None. 

3.  792.  434 
566,  526 

722, 089 


5,081,049 


DoUars. 

21,907 

3, 431.  808 

689, 416 

999.381 


5, 142,  512 


X897. 


DoUars. 

7.787 
2,  578,  911 

734.  868 
1, 108, 436 


4, 430, 002 


Comparatively  little  increase  in  these  figures  is  to  be  expected 
until  the  completion  of  the  interoceanic  canal  opens  a  shorter  and 
cheaper  route  firom  the  United  States  to  the  Pacific  seaboard  of 
South  America ;  but  the  volume  of  trade  already  existing,  as  well 
as  the  great  agricultural  wealth  of  Brazil  and  the  River  Plate 
countries,  promising  an  immense  development  of  commerce, 
seems  to  point  out  the  eastem  coast  of  South  America  as  espe- 
cially fevorable  grouhd  in  which  to  cultivate  more  intimate  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  United  States  manufecturer  and 
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exporter,  the  present  relations  with  the  east  coast  countries  of 
South  America  are  unsatisfactory  in  that,  while  the  United  States 
buys  more  than  $83,000,000  worth  of  their  products  annually,  it 
sells  them  only  about  $20,000,000,  or  less  than  one-fourth  as 
much.  Now  that  the  United  States  manufacturer  is  competing- 
so  successfully  with  his  European  competitors  in  the  latter's  own 
home  markets,  he  can  see  no  good  reason  why  he  should  not  suc- 
ceed as  well  in  South  America,  or  anywhere  in  the  world.  He 
overlooks  the  barriers  of  habit,  of  long-established  business  rela- 
tions, of  tariff  prejudices,  and  of  European  capital  intrenched  in 
banking  institutions  and  controlling  exchange.  These  barriers  can 
undoubtedly  be  overcome  in  time,  but  only  with  intelligent  and 
patient  effort 

Perhaps,  the  greatest  agency  for  eflfecting  their  removal  would 
be  a  carefully  matured  policy  of  reciprocity,  insuring  the  freest 
possible  exchange  without  detriment  to  established  industries. 
Such  a  policy,  looking  only  to  the  greatest  benefit  to  be  derived 
by  each  party  to  the  agreement,  would  undoubtedly  contribute 
immensely  to  diverting  trade  from  European  channels  and  weld- 
ing the  American  Republics  in  a  real  and  not  merely  a  senti- 
mental community  of  interests.  The  subsidiary  but  scarcely  less 
important  questions  of  increased  transportation  fecilities,  with  ves- 
sels under  the  flags  of  American  Republics,  and  railroads  binding 
the  different  countries  closer  together  with  links  of  steel,  and  of 
the  adaptation  of  United  States  manufactures  and  business  meth- 
ods to  the  peculiar  requirements  of  South  American  trade,  have 
already  been  treated  of  fully  in  this  series  of  articles,  but  they 
must  be  constantly  kept  in  mind  and  repeatedly  urged  upon  the 
attention  of  all  concerned  in  the  general  problem  of  trade  condi- 
tions in  America  as  indispensable  to  a  speedy  and  proper  expansion. 

Of  the  countries  under  review,  Brazil  has  the  largest  trade  with 
the  United  States,  amounting,  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  ended 
June  30,  1897,  to  more  than  $69,000,000  of  exports  to  the 
United  States,  and  $12,450,000  of  imports.  There  was  a  felling 
off  of  $2,000,000  in  exports  as  compared  with  the  previous  year 
and  of  $1,800,000  in  imports,  but  this  decline  has  no  special  sig- 
nificance in  a  total  trade  of  more  than  $81,000,000  and  finds  its 
parallel  in  the  fluctuations  of  previous  years.  Broadly  speaking, 
it  can  not  be  said  that  Brazil's  purchases  from  the  United  States 
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show  any  large  permanent  gains  in  a  series  of  years,  while  her 
sales  to  the  United  States  have  fallen. off  since  1893  ^7  $7iOoo,ooo. 

This  condition  of  aflFairs  is  the  more  notable  from  the  fact  that, 
of  all  the  countries  of  South  America,  Brazil  yields  to  none  in 
cordiality  of  feeling  for  the  United  States  or  in  the  intimacy  of 
trade  relations  dating  back  for  a  long  series  of  years.  The  char- 
acter of  her  chief  agricultural  products,  such  as  coffee,  sugar,  rub- 
ber, etc.,  being  almost  exclusively  tropical,  she  can  not  be  said  to 
compete  with  the  great  agricultural  staples  of  the  United  States, 
so  that  the  latter  can  afford  to  grant  her  tariflf  concessions  without 
risk  of  aflFecting  home  industries.  On  the  otlier  hand,  there  is  an 
infinite  variety  of  food  supplies  and  manufactured  goods  which 
Brazil  would  doubtless  be  willing  to  import  from  the  United 
States  in  much  greater  quantity  under  more  frivoring  conditions. 
There  is  no  country  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  which  seems  to  offer 
more  tempting  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  carefiilly  elaborated 
system  of  reciprocity  with  the  United  States. 

The  relations  between  the  Argentine  Republic  and  the  United 
States  are  less  easy  of  adjustment  because  of  the  similarity  in  some 
of  the  great  staples  of  the  two  countries,  such  as  wheat  and  wool. 
The  Argentine  Republic,  however,  produces  the  crops  of  the  tor- 
rid as  well  as  the  temperate  zone,  and  it  may  be  that  articles  (such 
as  sugar)  which  do  not  enter  into  competition  with  the  staples  of 
the  United  States,  except  in  limited  areas,  might  be  used  as  the 
basis  for  mutual  concessions.  It  is  asserted,  also,  that  certain 
grades  of  Argentine  wool  can  not  be  grown  with  profit  in  the 
United  States  and  might  be  admitted  on  more  favorable  terms; 
but  it  is  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that,  with  tariff  protection, 
the  United  States  could,  in  certain  localities,  raise  the  same  kind 
of  sheep. 

This  is  a  question  for  practical  adjustment  by  those  especially 
qualified  to  deal  with  it,  but  it  may  be  remarked  that  reciprocity 
necessarily  implies  a  give-and-take  policy,  with  the  general  object 
of  securing  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number.  The 
trade  of  the  Argentine  Republic  is  of  great  proportions,  amount- 
ing to  more  than  $200,000,000  per  annum.  At  present,  the  share 
of  the  United  States  is  but  7  per  cent  Evidently,  it  would  be 
well  worth  while  to  consider  seriously  the  possibilities  of  a  greater 
volume  of  exchange. 
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The  chief  products  of  Uruguay  are  very  similar  to  those  of  the 
United  States,  namely,  cattle,  wool,  Indian  com,  wheat,  etc.;  but 
the  trade  figures  show  that  Uruguay  sells  much  more  largely  to 
the  United  States  than  she  buys  from  it,  and  in  both  Paraguay 
and  Uruguay,  the  exporters  of  the  United  States  would,  no  doubt, 
with  energetic  effort,  be  able  to  greatly  increase  the  consumption 
of  certain  lines  of  goods.  In  Uruguay,  for  example,  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  kerosene  and  lumber,  which  the  United  States 
would  doubtless  be  able  to  supply  almost  entirely  under  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Uruguayan  duty  on  those  articles. 

It  will  be  noted  that,  with  the  exception  of  Paraguay,  with 
which  the  United  States  has  scarcely  any  trade  at  all,  the  eastern 
countries  of  South  America  have  a  large  trade  balance  in  their 
fevor.  With  a  proper  adjustment  of  customs  duties,  and  system- 
atic effort  on  the  part  of  United  States  exporters,  it  is  scarcely 
to  be  doubted,  in  view  of  the  natural  sympathies  of  Argentina, 
Brazil,  and  Uruguay  for  their  sister  Republic  of  the  north,  that 
they  would  be  willing  to  buy  much  more  largely  of  so  profitable 
a  customer.  The  key  to  the  problem  of  increased  trade  lies, 
therefore,  in  wise  negotiation  for  reciprocity  and  more  active  exer- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  business  men  of  the  United  States  to  over- 
come the  industrious  efforts  of  the  European  manufacturer  and 
exporter. 


^^k^^^yC^  ^?o£**-wj^r 


THE  AUTHOR  OF  RECIPROCITY. 

By  Alex  D.  Anderson. 

Since  the  recent  conference  of  American  Republics  at  Wash- 
ington in  1889,  ^^^  ^^  elaborate  discussion  of  the  question  of 
reciprocity,  there  have  been  several  attempts  in  the  columns  of 
the  press  to  discover  the  original  author  of  that  popular  measure. 
One  journal,  after  devoting  much  space  to  communications  on  the 
subject  by  prominent  writers,  all  of  whom  gave  credit  to  statesmen 
of  recent  years,  editorially  gave  it  up  as  still  an  open  question. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  that  reciprocity  is  a  doctrine  of  modem 
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creation,  whereas,  in  fact,  it  is  nearly  as  old  as  the  Government 
itself,  and  originated  with  one  of  the  fethers  of  the  Republic. 
There  is  no  better  way  to  settle  the  controversy  than  to  com- 
mence at  thp  beginning  of  the  commercial  history  of  the  United 
States,  as  recorded  in  the  American  State  Papers,  and  search  their 
pages,  in  chronological  order,  for  the  first  mention  of  the  subject 
In  Volume  i,  relating  to  foreign  afeirs  during  President  Wash- 
ington's first  administration,  there  is  very  little  on  the  subject  of 
foreign  commerce  until  1793,  when  Thomas  Jefferson,  then  Sec- 
retary of  State,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  to  the  House  of 
Representatives.  It  was  in  response  to  a  resolution,  adopted  by 
the  House  two  years  before  (February  23,  1 791),  calling  on  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  report  to  Congress  on  "  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  commercial  intercourse  of 
the  United  States  with  foreign  nations  and  the  measures  which 
he  should  think  proper  to  be  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  same." 

•  The  report  itself,  as  well  as  the  time  taken  in  its  preparation, 
show  that  it  is  based  on  a  very  careful  investigation  of  the  subject 
//  was  the  first  elaborate  re  fort  on  our  commercial  relations  VJith  the 
outside  worlds  and  is  a  state  fafer  worthy  of  the  constructive  statesman^ 
ship  of  that  great  American. 

After  giving  the  facts  relating  to  our  trade  with  the  leading 
nations  of  the  world,  Mr.  Jefferson  enters  upon  an  elaborate  dis- 
cussion of  the  theory  or  plan  which  should  govem  commercial 
intercourse.  He  says:  "Such  being  the  restrictions  on  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  the  question  is.  In 
what  way  they  may  be  best  removed,  modified,  or  counteracted. 
As  to  commerce,  two  methods  occur :  First,  by  friendly  arrange- 
ments with  the  several  nations  with  whom  these  restrictions  exist; 
or,  second,  by  the  separate  act  of  our  own  legislative  for  counter- 
vailing their  eflfects.  lihere  can  he  no  doubt  but  that^  of  these  tivo^ 
friendly  arrangement  is  the  most  eligible. 

*'  Instead  of  embarrassing  commerce  under  piles  of  regulating 
laws,  duties,  and  prohibitions^  could  it  be  relieved  from  all  its 
shackles  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  could  every  country  be  employed 
in  producing  that  which  nature  has  best  fitted  it  to  produce,  and 
each  be  free  to  exchange  with  others  mutual  surpluses  for  mutual 
wants,  the  greatest  mass  possible  would  then  be  produced  by  those 
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things  which  contribute  to  human  life  and  human  happiness,  the 

numbers  of    mankind  would  be   increased  and  their  condition 

bettered. 

"  Should  even  a  single  nation  begin  with  the  United  States  this 

system  of  free  commerce,  it  would  be  advisable  to  begin  it  with 

that  nation,  since  it  is  one  by  one  only  that  it  can  be  extended  to 

all.     Where  the  circumstances  of  either  party  render  it  expedient 

to  levy  a  revenue  by  way  of  impost  on  commerce,  its  freedom 

might  be  modified  in  that  particular  by  mutual  and  equivalent 

measures,  preserving  it  entire  in  all  others." 

******* 

"  But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wishes,  suppose  it  may 

better  find  its  advantages  by  continuing  its  system  of  prohibitions, 

duties,  and  regulations,  it  behooves  us  to  protect  our  citizens,  their 

commerce  and  navigation,  by  counter  prohibitions,  duties,  and 

regulations,  also.     Free  commerce  and  navigation  are  not  to  he  given 

in  exchange  for  restrictions  and  vexations^  nor  are  they  likely  to  produce 

a  relaxation  of  themr 

******* 

^^'^hefollcriving  principles^  being  founded  in  reciprocity^  appear  per' 
fectly  just^  and  to  offer  no  cause  of  complaint  to  any  nation : 

"  When  a  nation  imposes  high  duties  on  our  productions,  or  pro- 
hibits them  altogether,  it  may  be  proper  for  us  to  do  the  same  by 
theirs,  first  burdening  or  excluding  those  productions  which  they 
bring  here  in  competition  with  our  own  of  the  same  kind;  select- 
ing next  such  manufactures  as  we  take  from  them  in  greatest  quan- 
tity, and  which,  at  the  same  time,  we  could  the  soonest  furnish  to 
ourselves  or  obtain  from  other  countries,  imposing  on  them  duties 
lighter  at  first,  but  heavier  and  heavier  afterwards  as  other  channels 
of  supply  open.  Such  duties,  having  the  eflfect  of  indirect  encour- 
agement to  domestic  manufactures  of  the  same  kind,  may  induce 
the  manufacturer  to  come  himself  into  these  States,  where  cheaper 
subsistence,  equal  laws,  and  the  vent  of  his  wares,  free  from  duty, 
may  insure  him  the  highest  profits  from  his  skill  and  industry." 

The  state  paper  from  which  I  have  above  quoted  is  a  docu- 
ment of  peculiar  interest  to  the  boards  of  trade  and  other  com- 
mercial bodies  throughout  the  United  States  which  have  recently 
displayed  such  an  active  interest  in  the  subject  of  reciprocity,  and 
it  should  be  republished  as  a  matter  of  public  interest  and  value. 
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ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

FOREIGN  COMMERCE  FOR  THE  FIRST  HALF  OF  THE  YEAR  1897. 

The  following  facts  relating  to  the  foreign  commerce  of  the 
Argentine  Republic  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present 
year  are  taken  from  the  report  published  by  the  National  Depart- 
ment of  Statistics. 

The  total  of  the  imports  and  exports,  excepting  metal  products, 
amounted  to  $113,742,314  in  gold,  against  $121,773,627  during 
the  same  period  in  1896,  or  a  decrease  of  $8,031,313,  of  which 
$2,068,868  are  to  be  credited  to  imports  and  $5,968445  to 
exports. 

The  imports  reached  the  sum  of  $49,987,541,  distributed  in 
the  following  manner: 

Dutiable  articles $43, 045, 658 

Free  articles 6,  658,  I2i 

Specie 283,  762 

Compared  with  those  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  i8q6,  these 
figures  show  a  decrease  of  $2,143^.28  on  dutiable  articles,  and 
^^  $5*3871390  in  metals,  while  free  articles  have  increased  by 
$74,560. 

The  decrease  aflFects  principally  articles  of  the  vegetable  king- 
dom to  the  amount  of  $i»334»339;  wood  and  its  manufactures, 
$591,412;  tissues  and  textile  fabrics,  other  than  silk  and  cotton, 
$1,170,960;  and  liquors,  wines,  and  alcohols,  $355,830. 

The  growing  decrease  shown  by  the  custom-house  receipts  of 
ordinary  wines  in  barrels  is  particularly  noticeable.  The  import 
value  of  this  article,  which  during  the  first  half  of  the  year 
1895  amounted  to  $3,280,000  in  gold,  has  fallen  successively 
to  $2,820,000  for  the  corresponding  period  in  1896,  and  to 
$2,552,668  in  1897.  This  is  caused  in  a  great  part  by  the  exten- 
sion given,  during  the  last  few  years,  to  the  cultivation  of  vine- 
yards in  the  northwestern  provinces  of  the  Argentine  Republic. 
The  wines  from  San  Juan,  Mendoza,  etc.,  better  and  more  care- 
fully made  than  in  the  past,  are  largely  consumed  as  ordinary 
table  wine,  and  begin  to  seriously  compete  with  the  French  and 
Italian  wines. 
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The  articles  showing  an  increase  are: 

Chemical  and  pharmaceutical  products $300, 938 

Iron  and  its  manufactures i,  338,  300 

Silk  and  woolen  tissues 169, 921 

Vermuth 109,  825 

The  increase  shown  in  these  last  figures  is  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Italian  imports  of  vermuth,  which  figure  almost  exclusively 
in  the  country's  consumption  of  this  article. 

The  following  table  gives  the  value  of  the  imports  fi*om  the 
different  countries  during  the  first  six  months  of  1897  and  1896, 
respectively : 


Countxy. 


Great  Britain. . . 

France , 

Germany , 

Italy 

United  States. . . 

Belgium , 

Brazil 

Spain. . . . 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Chile .• 

Netherlands.. .. 

Portugal 

Antilles 

Bolivia 


1897. 


|i8. 947.  560 
5.  778, 087 
5»  728.  254 
5, 342,  946 

4, 985,  746 
4, 186,  946 
I,  826,  803 

1.755. 175 
578,481 
295.  386 

96.343 
52,  166 

31.  229 

28,007 

23. 177 


1896. 


I20, 424, 178 
5,553.070 
6, 358.  227 
5, 400,  741 

4. 933.  336 
4.  "6, 154 
2, 479,  301 
1, 410,  244 
502, 184 
335. 163 

11,443 
64,189 

43.908 
18, III 
23. 677 


Increaae. 


$225, 017 

52. 410 
70. 79a 

344.931 
76. 297 

84.900 

•  •••••■••■•a 

9,896 

Decrease. 


|l,  476,  618 


629, 973 
57.  795 


652, 498 


39.  777 


12, 023 

12, 680 


500 


During  the  first  half  of  the  year  1897  the  exports  reached  the 
sum  of  $65,218,829,  as  follows: 

Dutiable  articles $39,  771,  228 

Free  articles , 24,  267,  307 

Specie 1,180,294 

This  data,  compared  with  the  results  of  the  first  half  of  the 
preceding  year,  show  that  the  exports  of  dutiable  articles  have 
increased  by  $5,574,633;  those  of  metal  by  $1,076,132;  and  the 
exports  of  fi*ee  articles  have  decreased  by  $11,537,078.  This 
decrease,  aflFecting,  as  it  does,  almost  entirely  the  agricultural 
products,  is  in  consequence  of  the  devastation  wrought  by  the 
invasion  of  locusts,  which  overran  and  almost  completely  destroyed 
the  last  crop  of  cereals. 
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The  buyers  of  Argentine  products  come  in  the  following  order: 


Constzy* 


France 

Germany 

Great  Britain 
Belgium  . . . . 

Brazil 

United  States 

Italy 

Chile 

Uruguay 

Spain 

Ek>Uvia 

Antilles 

Paraguay. . . . 
Netherlands . 
Portugal  . . . . 


I- 


X897. 


$i4,  871,  335 
9,  321,  283 
7,651,223 

6.  303.  584 

5.675.423 

5,  227.  765 

1. 928.  723 

1. 127,  721 

1. 103.  593 

512.  285 

270. 491 

187.  546 

73.440 

33. 133 
10, 142 


:996. 


$14. 93a, 
8.  456, 

8. 146, 
7.665. 
4. 629. 
3.  a8i, 
1, 882, 

I,  354. 
1, 656. 

457. 
265. 

T28, 
82. 

438. 
14. 


860 

197 
182 

597 

751 
279 
031 
712 
067 

934 
478 
253 
634 
528 

088 


$865,086 


1. 045.  672 

1,946.486 

46,692 


54.  351 

5.013 

59.  293 


♦61.  525 


494. 959 
I,  363. 013 


226,991 

552. 474 


9.194 

405.  395 

•3.946 


The  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  during  the  first 
half  of  the  years  1897  and  1896  shows  an  increase  of  $1,946486. 


BRAZIL. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  PORT  OF  PERNAMBUCO. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Brazil  has  decided 
to  call  for  proposals  for  the  improvement  of  the  port  of  Recife, 
in  the  State  of  Pemambuco,  the  third  city  in  the  country  in  com- 
mercial importance.  Pemambuco  possesses  a  natural  port,  the 
breakwater  being  formed  by  a  line  of  reefs  at  a  uniform  distance 
from  the  land  stretching  along  the  northern  coast.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  improve  the  natural  conditions, 
in  accordance  with  the  general  plan  presented  by  the  civil  engi- 
neer, Alfredo  Lisboa,  which  the  concessionary  shall  be  required 
to  follow,  with  modifications  deemed  necessary  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Government  during  the  execution  of  the  work.  The  plan 
embraces  the  following  works :  Construction  of  a  breakwater  on 
the  submerged  reefs ;  increasing  the  height  of  the  reefs ;  construct- 
ing definite  quays,  where  vessels  of  large  draft  may  be  docked; 
dredging  the  entire  port;  placing  buoys  and  piles  for  mooring 
vessels  constructing  warehouses  adequate  for  receiving,  storing, 
and  preserving  merchandise,  which  warehouses  shall  at  the  same 
time  enjoy  the  advantages  and  privileges  conceded  to  the  customs 
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warehouses;  building  railways  along  the  quays,  connecting  them 
with  the  warehouses,  railways,  and  tramways  already  existing; 
erecting  a  complete  set  of  hydraulic  or  electric  cranes,  and 
constructing  docks  or  ways  designed  for  the  examination  and 
repair  of  vessels. 

The  contractor  shall  submit  the  definite  plans  for  the  approval 
of  the  Government  within  six  months,  counted  from  the  date  of 
the  approval  of  said  contract  by  Congress,  and  the  work  shall  be 
begun  within  twelve  months  and  finished  within  five  and  ten  years. 

For  the  compensation  and  amortization  of  the  capital  invested 
in  the  improvements  the  contractor  shall  receive,  up  to  the  time 
when  the  work  shall  revert  to  the  Government,  four  kinds  of  dues — 
anchorage,  dockage,  loading  and  unloading;  also  demurrage 
storage  and  other  dues  connected  with  the  movement  of  cargoes. 

When  the  net  revenue  shall  exceed  12  per  cent,  these  taxes 
shall  suffer  a  general  reduction. 

Should  the  work  be  executed  by  foreign  capital  and  enterprise, 
it  shall  be  considered  as  a  Brazilian  corporation  so  far  as  it  affects 
the  present  contract. 

Proposals  for  the  performance  of  the  work  must  be  presented 
in  sealed  envelopes,  at  the  Legation  of  Brazil  in  Washington,  not 
later  than  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  February  28,  1898,  and  will  be  opened 
on  a  day  and  hour  which  will  be  hereafter  advertised.  Plans  of  the 
proposed  works  and  general  information  relating  thereto  may  be 
obtained,  on  application,  at  the  Brazilian  Legation,  or  at  the  Con- 
sulate-General of  Brazil  in  the  City  of  New  York. 


General  Joao  Thomaz  da  Cantuaria  has  been  elevated  to  the 
post  of  Minister  of  War  in  the  cabinet  of  President  Moraes. 


COLOMBIA. 

AMERICAN  MANUFACTURES. 


Consul  BiDLAKE,-  of  BarrauquiUa,  Colombia,  in  his  annual 
report  to  the  United  States  Government,  makes  some  pertinent 
suggestions  concerning  American  manufactures  in  that  Republic. 
One  of  the  principal  complaints  of  the  merchants  is  that  Ameri- 
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can  goods  are  not  as  well  packed  as  European;  also  that  the 
necessity  of  transacting  business  through  commission  firms,  instead 
of  direct  dealing  with  the  manufecturers,  entails  a  repacking  of 
the  merchandise,  and  a  consequent  increase  in  the  weight  of  the 
package.  Duty  is  collected  at  Colombian  ports  on  the  gross 
weight  of  the  package  or  case,  according  to  its  class;  therefore 
there  should  be  no  unnecessary  weight  in  packing  or  covering. 

American  tools  of  all  kinds  are  preferred  to  European,  being 
better  finished,  lighter,  and  more  convenient;  but  they  are  also 
more  expensive.  German  manufacturers  make  an  exact  pattern 
of  the  Collins  machete,  which  is  the  standard  in  South  America, 
and  accompany  it  with  a  "  just  as  good  "  guarantee  and  an  offer  to 
replace  it  if  it  breaks. 

All  furniture  is  imported,  the  United  States  furnishing  the  cheap 
grades  of  common  yellow  chairs  with  cane  seats.  Apparatus  for 
electric  lighting  is  rated  at  a  higher  price  than  is  obtained  for  the 
European  article,  notably,  incandescent  lamps,  which  command 
18  cents  each,  while  ordinary  lamps  from  Italy  are  sold  at  10.6 
cents.  American  wire  is  sold  at  from  10  to  15  per  cent  advance 
on  that  of  Germany.  Shoes  for  women  and  children  are  all 
imported,  being  principally  of  the  French  style,  but  men's  are 
manu&ctured  in  the  country,  the  uppers  only  being  imported. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  commenting  upon  the  article  headed  "  Trade  Relations  in 
America,"  by  Joseph  P.  Smith,  published  in  the  November 
Bulletin  and  supplementing  the  Director's  efforts  to  extend  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  with  the  countries  of  the  northern 
coast  of  South  America,  the  Estrella  de  Panama^  in  a  recent 
editorial,  says  in  substance : 

It  is  well  known  that  Colombia  is  a  country  rich  in  minerals, 
and  that  it  can  produce  on  a  large  scale  coffee,  cocoa,  tobacco,  fibers, 
and  other  agricultural  products,  which  are  generally  sold  in  the 
United  States  at  lucrative  prices.  The  share  that  the  United  States 
has  in  the  commerce  of  Colombia  is  not  what  it  should  be,  nor 
what  that  country  might  easily  obtain.  In  the  last  few  years 
France  has  ranked  first  in  that  commerce,  owing  perhaps  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  enormous  expenditure  of  French  capital  in 
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constructing  the  Panama  Canal.  The  second  place  is  held  by 
England,  and  the  third  by  the  United  States.  Nearly  one-half  of 
England's  exports  to  Colombia  consist  of  cotton  goods,  and  arti- 
cles of  this  kind  are  manufactured  in  the  United  States  in  perfec- 
tion. With  adequate  efforts  the  greater  part  of  our  imports  could 
be  brought  from  the  United  States,  which  would  receive  in  return 
from  Colombia  the  products  demanded  in  her  markets.  Never- 
theless, recent  data  show  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  commerce 
between  the  two  countries. 

The  exports  of  the  United  States  to  Colombia  during  the  year 
1894  amounted  to  $2,784,634,  and  increased  in  1896  to  $3,382,588. 
The  imports  of  Colombian  products  increased  from  $1,338,283  in 
1894  to  $4,843,256  in  1896.  The  increase  consisted  mainly 
in  coffee,  hides,  and  skins,  and  it  may  reasonably  be  attributed  to 
the  change  in  the  American  tariff.  This  fact  is  significant  as 
showing  the  importance  of  reciprocal  concessions  in  the  commerce 
between  Latin- America  and  the  United  States. 

The  chief  obstacle  now  in  the  way  of  the  commerce  between 
the  two  countries  seems  to  be  the  high  prices  of  certain  articles 
made  in  the  United  States  as  compared  to  similar  ones  of 
European  manufacture,  and  the  comparative  cheapness  of  trans- 
portation to  and  from  European  ports,  notwithstanding  the  distance 
to  some  ports  of  the  Old  World  is  three  times  that  to  the  United 
States. 

These  obstacles,  however,  are  only  temporary,  as  the  capacity  of 
that  great  Republic  for  competition  with  the  European  manufoc- 
turers  is  evidenced  in  the  fact  that  the  United  States  manufactures 
are  actually  in  competition  with  those  of  Europe  in  European 
markets.  The  most  important  problem  is  that  of  rapid  and  cheap 
transportation  in  conjunction  with  favorable  tariff  conditions. 


COSTA   RICA. 

Gen.  J.  S.  Casement,  who  has  recently  obtained  a  concession 
from  the  Costa  Rican  government  for  the  construction  of  the 
Pacific  Railway,  traversing  the  Republic  and  uniting  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  shores,  has  just  returned  from  Costa  Rica,  and  gives 
to  the  public  some  very  interesting  information  relative  to  the 
political  and  commercial  conditions  existing  in  that  country. 
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General  Casement  reflects  the  desire  of  President  Iolesias  for 
improving  the  commercial  relations  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  his  country.  Already  the  predominant  trade  of  Costa 
Rica  is  with  the  United  States,  two-fifths  of  which  is  with  New 
Orleans,  and  there  is  no  reason  why,  with  proper  effort,  four-fifths 
of  the  Costa  Rican  trade  may  not  be  done  with  the  United  States. 
The  Costa  Ricans  are  in  need  of  machinery,  and  the  opportunity 
is  offered  to  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  to  seize  this 
business. 

President  Iglesias  is  projecting  extended  internal  improvements; 
railroads  are  being  built,  and  the  development  of  the  navigation 
of  the  rivers  which  reach  into  the  interior  is  receiving  his  earnest 
attention.  To  this  end  foreign  capital  is  being  invited  for  the 
exploitation  of  the  great  natural  resources  of  the  country.  Nearly 
all  the  topical  products  may  be  raised,  the  mineral  resources  are 
varied,  and  the  climate  is  excellent 


GUATEMALA. 

BANKING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  four  leading  banks  of  Guatemala,  acting  in  concert  with 
the  Government,  have  concluded  an  arrangement  with  the 
Deutsche  Bank,  of  Germany,  for  a  loan  of  6,000,000  marks 
($1,500,000)  for  a  period  of  twelve  months.  The  object  of  this 
financial  project  is  the  guaranty  of  the  payment  of  the  notes 
issued  by  the  banks  interested. 

As  soon  as  the  Govemment  has  given  formal  authority,  the 
Deutsche  Bank  will  buy  silver  bullion  to  the  amount  of  $500,000 
which  will  be  sent  to  Guatemala.  This  action  on  the  part  of  the 
German  bank  is  only  an  extension  of  its  present  large  financial 
arrangements  with  the  Guatemalan  govemment,  the  interest  on 
the  coffee  loan  being  already  remitted  through  it.  The  four  banks 
concerned  in  the  transaction  are:  The  Agricola  Hipotecario, 
Intemacional,  Banco  de  Guatemala,  and  the  Occidente. 


Seilor  Don  Juan   de    Padilla   has  been  appointed  Director- 
General  of  Statistics  in  the  Republic  of  Guatemala. 
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HAITI. 


NEW  CABINET. 


The  Haitian  cabinet,  as  reorganized  and  now  constituted,  is  as 
follows : 

Minister  of  the  Interior,  M.  Auguste  Tancrede. 

Minister  of  Commerce  and  Finance,  M.  Pleasance. 

Minister  of  Exterior  Relations  and  Worship,  M.  Brutus  St. 
Victor. 

Minister  of  War  and  Marine,  M.  Guillaume  Velbrun. 

Minister  of  Public  Works  and  Agriculture,  M.  Cincinnatus 
Leconte. 

Minister  of  Justice  and  Public  Instruction,  M.  Antoine 
Carmeleau. 

The  gentlemen  composing  the  cabinet  have  held  various  posi- 
tions of  official  dignity  in  the  past,  and  their  selection  has  been 
received  with  unanimous  approval  by  the  public. 

PROPOSED  CHANGES  IN  FINANCES. 

Hon.  William  F.  Powell,  Minister  to  Haiti  from  the  United 
States,  reports  that  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  has  under  consider- 
ation a  proposition  to  consolidate  the  several  debts  of  the  Republic 
into  one  national  bonded  debt.  To  this  end  it  is  proposed  to 
secure  a  loan  of  $6,000,000  in  the  United  States,  bearing  6  per 
cent  interest  per  annum,  and  with  this  amount  take  up  the  out- 
standing debts  of  the  country,  the  total  of  which  is  $26,875,784 
(Haitian  currency),  destroy  the  paper  money  in  use,  and  substitute 
a  gold  currency  based  on  the  United  States  dollar  as  the  unit  of 
values. 

The  proposed  loan  is  to  be  secured  by  a  portion  of  the  export 
duty  on  the  coffee  crop,  estimated  at  about  $2,000,000  annually; 
in  addition,  the  necessary  part  of  the  import  duties  will  be  applied. 
The  money  thus  raised  will  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fiind  for  the 
service  of  the  debt  and  its  redemption.  It  is  also  proposed,  if 
the   loan  is    effected,  to  have  all  the  fractional  silver  currency 
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reminted  in  the  United  States  on  the  basis  of  the  currency  of  that 
country. 

Minister  Powell  views  this  proposed  financial  arrangement  as 
one  which  will  lead  to  closer  relations  with  the  United  States,  and 
the  consequent  diminution  of  the  French  and  German  influence 
which  is  at  present  dominant  in  the  island. 


MEXICO. 

CULTIVATION  OF  INDIA-RUBBER. 

Numerous  inquiries  have  been  received  by  the  Bureau  recently 
concerning  india-rubber  and  other  tropical  productions  in  Mexico. 
In  answer  to  these  questions,  the  following  information,  the  result 
of  the  investigations  of  Mr.  George  D.  Coleman,  in  the  interest  of 
7ke  Two  Republics,  is  published. 

Brazil  has  hitherto  been  the  great  rubber  producer,  her  exports 
reaching  an  annual  output  of  $  100,000,000.  There  are,  however, 
lands  in  Mexico  and  Central  America  equally  adapted  to  its 
cultivation,  having  in  addition  a  salubrious  climate.  Formerly 
dependence  for  a  rubber  yield  was  placed  in  the  product  of  the 
^ild  trees,  but  with  the  increase  in  the  uses  for  india-rubber 
^i  the  consequent  rise  in  price,  capital  is  being  invested  in  this 
^dustry,  and  its  profitable  cultivation  is  being  largely  engaged  in. 

Kubber  trees  do  not  flourish  at  an  elevation  exceeding  500  feet 
above  sea  level,  and  low  land,  moist,  but  not  swampy,  is  the  best. 
^  short  time  ago  land  suitable  for  rubber  planting  could  be  pur- 
chased for  25  cents  an  acre  in  large  tracts,  but  with  the  growth  of 
"*e  industry,  it  has  advanced  in  price,  and  now  from  $2  to  $5, 
'Mexican  currency,  is  the  amount  usually  obtained.  It  should, 
however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  rubber  lands  can  be  used  for  the 
P^uction  of  other  crops,  such  as  corn,  beans,  etc.,  until  the  trees 
Pow  large  enough  to  shade  the  land,  and  that  these  crops  can  be 
^Id  at  sufficient  profit  to  cover  the  first  expenses  of  the  rubber 
plantation. 

The  greatest  expense  after  the  purchase  of  the  land  is  the  clear- 
^g  and  preparing  it.     The  clearing  may  be  made  a  profitable  un- 
dertaking if  transportation  facilities  are  good,  for  the  dyewoods, 
Bull.  No.  7 2 
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sandalwood,  satinwood,  ebony,  mahogany,  etc.,  if  shipped  com- 
mand such  prices  as  to  more  than  compensate  for  the  requisite 
outlay.  The  land  should  be  chosen  along  the  banks  of  streams 
where  the  soil  is  rich,  deep,  and  loamy,  a  sure  indication  of  good 
rubber  land  being  the  presence  of  wild  rubber  trees.  These,  in 
clearing,  should  be  left  standing,  also  the  young  seedlings,  for 
transplanting  at  proper  distance.  The  best  time  for  planting  the 
young  trees  is  during  the  rainy  season,  and  they  should  be  placed  in 
rows,  fifteen  feet  apart,  alternating  the  trees  so  that  they  shall  not 
come  opposite  each  other  in  the  succeeding  rows.  Such  a  dis- 
tribution would  allow  about  193  trees  to  the  acre,  which  is  the 
greatest  number  permissible  of  good  results.  Once  in  the  ground, 
the  tree  needs  no  attention  or  cultivation  beyond  keeping  down 
the  undergrowth,  and  for  this  purpose  a  side  crop  of  corn  or 
beans  h  the  best  agent.  The  rubber  tree  propagates  itself  from 
the  seeds  or  nuts  which  drop  from  the  tree  in  the  months  of  May 
and  June.  These  nuts  can  be  sown  in  beds  or  nurseries  and  an 
abundance  of  plants  raised,  or  the  wild  seedlings  can  be  taken 
from  the  woods  and  transplanted. 

By  the  sixth  or  seventh  year  the  grove  will  be  in  bearing,  and  the 
seventh  year  and  thereafter  should  yield  from  three  to  five  pounds 
of  rubber  per  tree.  Giving  600  pounds  as  the  yield  of  193  trees, 
and  50  cents  per  pound  as  the  profit  realized  over  expenses,  we 
have  a  profit  of  $300,  gold,  per  acre.  Of  the  several  varieties  of 
rubber  trees  which  give  the  rubber  of  commerce,  the  best  and 
most  important  is  known  as  '^castillo  a  elast/ca"  Wild  trees 
abound  in  the  forests  of  the  States  of  Vera  Cruz,  Oaxaca, 
Chiapas,  Tabasco,  and  Campeche. 

GINGER. 

Included  in  the  tropical  productions  of  Mexico  is  ginger.  This 
plant  has  been  regarded  as  a  native  of  tropical  Asia  and  Africa, 
where  it  has  been  cultivated  from  an  early  period.  It  is,  however, 
found  growing  wild  in  the  States  of  Puebla,  Guerrero,  and  Chia- 
pas, and  is  believed  to  have  been  introduced  by  Francisco  de 
Mendoza  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

In  addition  to  its  uses  as  a  comestible,  the  ginger  plant  is  found 
to  be  invaluable  as  a  medicinal  agent  for  the  cure  of  chills,  fevers, 
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and  other  ailments  in  the  districts  where  it  is  grown.  This  plant 
requires  for  its  production  a  rich  soil,  and  will  not  grow  in  sand, 
clay,  or  in  land  where  the  water  stands  in  the  earth,  as  this  destroys 
the  roots.  It  also  requires  an  abundant  rainfall,  and  the  tempera- 
ture must  not  be  below  40°  Fahrenheit. 

The  best  time  for  planting  in  Mexico  or  Central  America  is 
March  or  April,  the  cuttings  being  set  in  the  ground  at  a  distance 
of  12  to  18  inches  apart.  The  general  points  of  its  cultivation 
are  very  similar  to  that  of  the  potato.  The  plant  blooms  in  Sep- 
tember or  October,  and  by  January  is  ready  for  harvesting,  which 
is  the  simplest  process  possible,  consisting  in  merely  taking  the 
tubers  out  of  the  ground ;  the  curing  process  is  also  simple  and 
inexpensive. 

From  an  official  report  on  the  subject  it  is  learned  that  under 
favorable  conditions  the  product  of  one  acre  should  be  4,000 
pounds  or  more;  the  cost  of  cultivation  from  1^  to  2  cents  per 
pound;  the  freight  from  the  point  where  it  is  grown  to  Vera  Cruz 
does  not  exceed  $  1  per  1 00  pounds,  including  the  cost  of  sacks. 
The  price  in  New  York  varies  from  12  to  20  cents  per  pound. 
These  facts  demonstrate  the  enormous  profits  to  be  derived  from 
this  business. 

CULTIVATION  OF  TOBACCO. 

Experts  in  the  culture  and  manufacture  of  tobacco  regard  the 
present  as  the  most  fitting  time  to  make  known  the  valuable 
qualities  of  Mexican  tobacco  for  wrappers  in  competition  with 
the  Cuban  article,  which  has  dominated  the  market  in  the  past. 
In  consequence  of  the  agricultural  depression  growing  out  of  the 
insurrection  in  Cuba,  large  areas  of  tobacco  lands  on  that  island 
have  become  nonproductive  and  planters  have  transferred  their 
interests  in  a  great  degree  to  southern  Mexico.  These  Cubans 
are  very  enthusiastic  in  regard  to  the  richness  of  the  soil,  abun- 
dance of  water,  climate,  etc.  They  also  state,  as  do  many  travel- 
ers, that  the  fine  tobacco  lands  of  Cuba  are  worn  out ;  that  the 
high  cost  of  fertilizers  required  to  prepare  the  soil  and  bring  it  to 
the  perfect  condition  for  planting  would  make  it  impossible  to 
gain  back  buyers,  even  were  the  war  to  end  now,  as  the  Mexican 
product  is  becoming  better  known  every  day  and  can  be  sold  with 
a  large  profit  over  the  cost  of  production  in  Cuba. 
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The  State  of  Oaxaca,  in  particular,  possesses  favorable  con- 
ditions for  the  production  of  a  variety  of  this  plant,  which,  on 
account  of  light  weight,  fine  texture,  and  color,  as  well  as  its 
aromatic  qualities,  render  it  invaluable  as  cigar  wrappers,  which 
now  command  such  high  prices  in  the  markets  of  the  world.  It 
is  stated  with  confidence  that  fancy  wrappers,  that  sell  for  $4  gold 
per  pound,  can  be  grown  in  these  favored  sections,  particularly  in 
the  higher  lands  adjoining  Ozumacin,  situated  between  two  large 
bodies  of  water,  and  having  a  soil  of  from  80  to  85  per  cent  sand, 
5  to  6  per  cent  decayed  vegetation,  and  the  balance  white  clay. 
The  last  crop  of  tobacco  from  Ozumacin  and  el  Valle  Nacional 
averaged  three  to  four  arrobas  (75  to  100  pounds)  to  the  1,000 
plants,  and  sold  for  from  80  cents  to  $  1  per  pound.  The  cost  for 
nurseries,  planting,  cropping,  curing,  etc.,  including  interest  on  the 
money,  is  figured  at  less  than  1 5  cents  per  pound,  thus  making  a 
very  satisfactory  profit.  This  year,  owing  to  more  favorable  weather 
conditions,  the  quality  of  the  production  is  much  finer,  and  as  there 
was  no  necessity  for  replanting,  the  cost  of  preparing  for  the 
market  is  estimated  at  about  12  cents  per  pound.  When  the 
plants  were  very  small  the  buyers  paid  80  cents  per  pound,  but 
the  planters  consider  $1.20  a  reasonable  price  to  be  paid  for 
tobacco,  without  selection,  that  will  be  ready  for  shipment  toward 
the  end  of  February  or  the  first  part  of  March. 

Cigars  made  from  these  fine  tobaccos  have  been  known  and 
appreciated  in  foreign  markets  for  a  long  time.  The  prejudice  in 
favor  of  Cuban  leaf  for  wrappers  has,  however,  been  so  great  that 
tobacco  in  the  leaf,  to  meet  with  a  ready  sale,  had  formerly  to  be 
packed  in  bales  similarly  arranged  as  those  sent  from  Cuba.  The 
custom  of  shipping  in  bales  in  imitation  of  those  from  Havana  is 
now,  fortunately,  on  the  decrease,  and,  with  the  fame  and  good 
name  of  Mexican  "wrapper  tobacco"  on  the  increase  it  is  hoped 
that  the  coming  crop  will  all  be  sent  out  by  exporters  as  pure 
Mexican,  and  nothing  else.  The  Mexican  wrappings  of  "petate" 
have  also  the  advantage  of  security  over  the  Havana  style  of 
"manta"  bales.  The  railroad  facilities  for  transporting  the  prod- 
uct of  these  districts  are  excellent,  and  with  the  completion  of  the 
Playa  Vicente  ft  Ozumacin  Railroad,  quick  transit  will  be  made 
(within  twelve  hours)  to  Tlacotalpan,  a  port  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  about  25  miles  inland,  having  thirty  feet  of  water  up  to 
its  wharves. 
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In  the  State  of  Chiapas  a  very  fine  grade  of  wrapper  tobacco 
was  produced  last  year  at  much  the  same  proportionate  rate  of 
cost  and  profit  as  that  stated  for  Oaxaca.  The  crop  for  the  San 
Andres  Tuxtla  district  for  the  present  season  is  estimated  at 
300,000  arrobas.  While  this  tobacco  does  not  rank  so  high  as 
that  of  Ozumacin  and  the  Valle  Nacional  in  the  State  of  Oaxaca, 
its  quality  is,  however,  excellent. 

It  has  been  calculated  that  on  an  estate  of  75  acres,  having  a 
planting  capacity  of  1,000,000  tobacco  plants,  the  net  result  for 
one  crop  would  be  about  $62,500.  An  allowance  of  $12,500 
being  made  for  expenses,  on  the  basis  of  $3  per  arroba,  or  1 2  cents 
per  pound,  there  still  remains  a  profit  of  $50,000  on  the  tobacco 
crop  alone,  while  there  are  numbers  of  secondary  products,  such 
as  corn,  beans,  etc.,  which  materially  add  to  the  profitable  culture 
of  tobacco  lands. 

THE     TANNING     INDUSTRY— OPPORTUNITY     FOR      INVEST- 
MENT. 

Among  the  many  inviting  opportunities  for  the  investment  of 
capital  in  new  enterprises  in  Mexico,  is  that  of  establishing  a  tan- 
nery near  the  City  of  Mexico  in  connection  with  a  factory  for 
converting  the  tanned  hides  into  leather  for  belting,  manufacture 
of  boots  and  shoes,  etc. 

The  forests  of  Mexico,  on  the  elevated  plateaus,  abound  in  oak 

a^d  other  barks  suitable  for  tanning  purposes.     The  cultivation  of 

canaigre,  a  plant  containing  a  large  per  cent  of  tannic  acid,  and 

Particularly  suited  to  the  tanning  of  leather  of  fine  grades,  has 

^^n  for  several  years  receiving  much  attention,  and  already  con- 

^'aerable  quantities  of  the  material  are  exported  to  the  United 

^^tcs  and    European  countries.     Cascalote  {Rhus  carriarid)^  a 

^^^  which  grows  abundantly  in  the  western  tier  of  States,  from 

,  ^>caca  to  Sonora,  yields  a  bark  which  is  exported  in  large  quan- 

^^^^^s  to  be  used  in  tanneries.     In   1895  the  production  of  this 

*^^cle  amounted  to  2,176,810  kilograms,  valued  at  $243,070. 

^^^ides  those  named,  in  the  same  year  the  production  of  other 

"^t^ks  useful  in  tanning  reached  the  figure  of  15,000,000  kilos, 

^^lued  at  $457,167. 

Cattle    raising   is   the   leading   pastoral    industry   of  Mexico, 
i^Tge  herds  are  annually  exported  to  the  United  States  on  the 
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hoof,  in  addition  to  those  required  for  home  consumption.  In 
the  abattoirs  of  the  City  of  Mexico  alone,  the  slaughter  of  beeves 
in  1895  is  officially  stated  to  have  been  85,870  head.  These 
hides  are  all  shipped  abroad,  and  returned  to  Mexico  as  tanned 
hides  or  in  the  form  of  manufactured  goods.  With  the  large 
demand  for  manufactured  leather  in  its  varied  forms  offered  by  the 
home  market,  and  with  all  the  material  at  hand  required  for  this 
manufacture,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  tanning  of  hides  and 
their  conversion  into  the  marketable  article  should  not  be  con- 
ducted on  a  large  scale  and  at  great  profit. 


PARAGUAY. 

TRADE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 

The  following  information  relating  to  the  trade  conditions  exist- 
ing in  Paraguay  is  from  a  recent  official  report: 

INCREASE    OF    TRADE. 

It  may  be  confidently  said  that  on  the  whole  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
Paraguay  is  slowly  but  surely  improving.  The  steady  increase  during  the  last 
few  years  of.  the  customs  revenue,  the  erection  of  new  buildings  for  private 
residence  as  well  as  for  business  purposes,  the  establishment  of  new  shops,  and 
the  increasing  demand  for  luxuries,  such  as  good  furniture,  fine  clothes,  and 
foreign  comestibles,  are  the  visible  signs  of  a  growing  prosperity. 

Timber,  hides,  yerba,  fruit,  and  early  vegetables  are  in  great  demand  in 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Montevid6o,  but  the  supply  still  falls  short  of  the  demand. 

THE    TOBACCO    TRADE. 

Tobacco  was  formerly  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  crop  cultivated  by  the 
Paraguayan  agriculturist  for  export  and  home  consumption,  but  owing  to  the 
high  duty  which  was  levied  in  the  Argentine  and  to  the  low  prices  offered  there 
and  in  Europe  for  the  leaf  he  has  been  constrained  during  the  last  two  years  to 
plant  little  more  than  would  suffice  for  his  own  use.  Indeed,  in  some  instances 
he  gave  up  cultivating  tobacco  altogether,  and  betook  himself  to  the  vcrbales, 
or  yerba  forests,  where  he  could  earn  fairly  good  wages.  The  government  is 
now  making  special  efforts  to  foster  this  industry  and  to  find  fresh  markets. 

DIFFICULTY    OF    OBTAINING    LABORERS. 

In  any  private  undertaking  necessitating  the  employment  of  many  hands,  the 
question  of  labor  presents  serious  difficulties,  and  not  until  the  country  is  more 
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thickly  populated,  or  foreign  in  place  of  native  laborers  be  obtainable,  are  they 
likely  to  disappear.  But  there  are,  besides,  other  obstacles  to  contend  with, 
namely,  difficulties  of  transportation  and  want  of  means  of  communication. 

RAILWAY. 

The  only  railway  in  a  country  the  area  of  which,  exclusive  of  the  Chaco,  is 
computed  at  65,160  square  miles,  is  a  single  line  155  miles  in  length,  running 
from  Asunci6n  to  Pirap6,  and  known  as  the  Paraguay  Central  Railway.  There 
arc  no  branch  lines. 

YERBA-MATJE. 

Yerba-mat6,  or  Paraguayan  tea,  is  the  most  valuable  article  of  export.      There 

arc  two  classes  sold,  but  it  is  only  in  the  manner  of  preparation  that  they  differ. 

The  kind  known  as  "mborovir^"  is  merely  dried  over  a  furnace,  and  then 

•^atcn  into  small  pieces  with  sticks.     The  "  molida  "  goes  through  the  same 

P^'ocess,  but  it  is  afterwards  ground  in  a  mill.     The  export  duty  on  the  former 

^^s  increased  in  1895  from  30  cents  paper  to  10  cents  gold,  and  on  the  latter 

^oixi    25  cents  paper  to  9  cents  gold,  per  10  kilos.     The  revenue  derived  from 

^"^  source  in  1895  amounted  to  $471,668,  Paraguayan  currency  ($8 2,000  gold). 

h^  ^crba  forests,  called  "  yerbales,"  were  formerly  the  property  of  the  State,  but 

most  of  them  have  been  sold  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  a  few  capitalists  and 

^OTt\  panics.     The  In4ustrial  Paraguay  Company,  which  owns  about  half  of  the 

y^^'t^alcs  known  to  exist  in  the  country,  exports  annually  about  400,000  arro- 

^4,512  tons).     The  total  quantity  of  yerba  exported  during  the  past  year 

»  Estimated  at  about  9,024  tons,  and  the  average  price  per  arroba  (25  pounds) 

^*^   $11.50  paper  ($1.85  gold). 

TIMBER. 

I B  the  absence  of  statistics  or  returns  of  any  sort  it  is  difficult  to  form  a  cor- 
'^^^  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  wood  exported  during  the  past  year,  but  it  is 
***<3  to  have  been  considerably  larger  than  the  quantity  exported  in  1895,  in  the 
harder  woods  especially. 

CURUPAY. 

*  he  following  are  the  principal  woods,  their  prices,  and  the  uses  for  which 
^y   are  best  adapted: 

^urupay  is  of  a  reddish  color,  extremely  hard  and  strong,  lasts  many  years 
^^^rground,  or  in  water,  and  is  chiefly  used  for  railway  sleepers,  and  piles  for 
"^ges  or  docks.  The  bark  is  used  for  tanning.  The  specific  gravity  is  1. 172 
°  ^^,917,  and  the  price  45  cents,  gold,  per  vara  (34  inches,  10  by  10). 

QUEBRACHO-COLORADO. 

Quebracho-colorado  is  one  of  the  hardest  and  most  durable  of  Paraguayan 
^^ods,  and  it  is  said  will  last  as  long  under  ground  and  under  water  as  above 
P^ound.     It  is  well  adapted-  for  piles,  sleepers,  and  bridges.     It  is  also  used 
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for  tanning.  It  is  found  chiefly  in  the  Chaco,  but  some  is  also  to  be  met 
with  in  the  north  of  the  country.  Specific  gravity,  1.392  to  1.232;  price,  in 
Asunci6n,  about  $25  per  ton  ($4  gold). 

URUNDAY-Mf. 

Urunday-mi  differs  little  from  quebracho  in  strength  and  durability,  but  is  not 
so  plentiful.     The  price  is  the  same;  specific  gravity,  1.091  to  0.920. 

PETEREVI. 

Peterevi  is  a  valuable  wood  for  furniture,  cabinetmaking,  etc.  In  veining 
and  color  it  is  not  unlike  American  walnut.  It  takes  a  high  polish,  and  is  dur- 
able and  comparatively  light.  It  is  also  said  to  be  suitable  for  masts  and  yards. 
Specific  gravity,  0.810  to  6.19.     Price  in  Asunci6n,  55  cents,  gold,  per  vara. 

LAPACHO. 

Lapacho  is  of  a  greenish-yellow  color  and  of  great  strength.  Above  ground 
it  will  keep  sound  for  many  years,  and  it  does  not  readily  crack.  Much  of  this 
wood  is  sent  to  Buenos  Ayres  for  railway  and  shipbuilding  purposes.  It  is  used 
locally  in  the  manufacture  of  wheel  spokes,  boats,  and  barges.  The  "lapacho 
crespo "  is  a  curled  variety,  and  makes  handsome,  though  heavy,  furniture. 
Specific  gravity,  1.072  to  0.952.     The  price  is  about  40  cents,  gold,  per  vara. 

YBIRA-R6. 

Ybira-r6  and  ybira-pita  are  used  principally  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture 
and  cart  wheels.  The  former  is  a  superior  wood  to  the  latter,  but  it  is  not  so 
plentiful.  Specific  gravity  1.038  to  0.744;  price,  in  Asuncion,  $2  (33  cents 
gold)  per  vara. 

BLACK    AND    RED    PALMS. 

Black  and  red  palms  are  extremely  hard  woods,  and,  it  is  alleged,  will  some- 
times turn  the  edge  of  the  best  steel  ax.  The  black  palm  makes  a  fine  veneer 
and  takes  a  high  polish.  In  water  and  under  ground  these  woods  last  for 
many  years.  They  are  found  in  the  Chaco,  and  in  the  north  of  Paraguay 
proper.     Prices,  in  Asuncion,  about  $2  each  (33  cents  gold). 

CEDAR    AND    TIMBO. 

Among  the  lighter  woods  may  be  mentioned  the  various  kinds  of  cedars,  known 
in  the  timber  trade  as  female  mahogany  and  timbo.  The  former  are  exten- 
sively used  in  this  country  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture,  doors,  window  shut- 
ters, boxes,  etc.  They  are  comparatively  cheap  and  easy  to  work.  The  trees  are 
found  in  the  south  and  southwest,  but  a  superior  kind  grows  on  the  Alataparana, 
and  in  the  Paraguayan  Misiones.  Timbo  is  a  light  wood,  not  unlike  cedar  in 
grain,  and  sometimes  grows  to  a  great  height  and  size.  The  Indians  make  their 
canoes  and  troughs  for  water,  etc.,  of  this  wood.  Little  is  exported.  Specific 
gravity  0.440  to  0.328. 
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OTHER    WOODS. 

The  best  and  most  extensively  used  woods  of  Paraguay  only  arc  given  in  the 
foregoing  list,  but  there  are  a  great  many  others  besides,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  tatan^  (dyewood),  palo  santo  ( lignum- vitse),  palo  de  lanzo  (lance- 
wood),    black  laurel,    palo  de  rosa    (rosewood),  incionso    (incense  tree),    and 
varieties  of  the  citrus. 

The  amount  of  timber  carried  over  the  railway  during  the  past  year  is  given 
at  30,000  tons. 

TOMATOES. 

The  tomato  grows  well  in  Paraguay,  but  it  is  not  so  large  nor  of  such  deep 
color  as  that  produced  in  Europe.  In  the  early  spring  in  Buenos  Ayres  it  is  in 
great  demand,  and  can  always  be  sold  at  a  remunerative  price.  Some  3,000 
baskets  were  sent  down  the  river  during  the  past  year. 

BANANAS. 

Although  bananas  thrive  well  and  are  of  excellent  quality,  they  are  nowhere 
cultivated  on  what  can  be  called  a  large  scale.  The  quantity  shipped  to  Buenos 
Ayres  would  amount  to  perhaps  10,000  bunches. 

GRAY    CLOTH. 

Gray  cloth,  or,  as  it  is  called  here,  "lienzo,"  is  perhaps  the  most  important 
class  of  piece  goods  imported,  and  it  is  said  to  be  supplied  almost  exclusively  by 
£iiglish  firms.  It  is  extensively  used  in  this  country,  especially  by  women  and 
children  of  the  poorer  class,  being  made  up  into  skirts  and  shawls,  which  are 
worn  summer  and  winter.  The  coarser  kinds  are  used  for  awnings,  screens, 
^^^-     Some  of  this  cloth  comes  from  Germany. 

CALICO. 


,  '^^thcr  important  article  of  import  is  calico,  known  here  by  the  name  of 
^niaute,"  some  of  which  comes  from  Germany,  though  the  greater  part  is 
'^^^sh  manufacture.     It  is  much  used  by  women  for  chemises  and  shawls. 

SHAWLS. 

^^■^   shawls  of  wool  or  a  mixture  of  wool  and  cotton,  locally  known  as 

**rcbn 

o^os,"  are  worn  by  nearly  all  the  women.     They  are  chiefly  of  German 

an     »dgian  make,  being  preferred  to  those  manufactured  in  England,  because 

^n^  a.re  cheaper  and  the  fringe  deeper  and  more  elaborate. 

COTTON    PRINTS. 

^hcap  prints  and  muslins  are  supplied  for  the  most  part  from  England. 
Annual  sales  average  about  100,000  pieces  of  24  to  35  meters.  Those  supplied 
»om  Germany  are  said  to  be  superior,  and  are  consequently  slightly  higher  priced. 
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DRILLS,    SHIRTINGS,    ETC. 

The  various  kinds  of  drills  and  cotton  stuffs  for  men's  suits  are  all  of  German 
and  Italian  make.  Most  of  the  shirtings,  imitation  Oxford  and  other  kinds, 
are  German. 

SEWING    COTTON. 

About  3,000  cases  of  sewing  cotton  of  reels  of  British  manufacture  are  im- 
ported annually.     Belgium,  however,  shares  to  a  small  extent  in  this  import. 

GRAY    HESSIAN. 

Gray  hessian,  called  here  *'arpillera,"  is  all  of  Dundee  make  and  of  .10  to 
18  ounce  quality.  Yearly  sales  average  about  500,000  yards.  This  cloth  is 
used  chiefly  for  packing  yerba  and  tobacco. 

HARDWARE,  CHINA,  GLASS,  CUTLERY,  ETC. 

The  greater  portion  of  hardware  goods  are  made  in  Germany,  being  pre- 
ferred on  account  of  their  cheapness  to  those  of  British  manufacture.  Enameled 
goods,  glass,  and  chinaware  come  chiefly  from  Austria,  and  are  said  to  be  of 
equal  quality  with  those  manufactured  in  Great  Britain,  but  less  expensive. 
Carpenters'  tools,  table  knives,  forks,  and  spoons,  iron  cooking  pots,  and  kitchen 
utensils  generally,  come  principally  from  Germany  and  France,  and  are  all  of 
the  commonest  and  cheapest  quality.  A  fairly  good  trade  is  done  here  in  sheath 
knives  and  daggers,  for  every  Paraguayan,  almost  without  exception,  carries  one 
of  these  weapons  in  his  belt.  Hitherto  the  supply  has  come  from  Germany,  but 
lately  a  few  cases  of  knives  of  a  superior  quality  have  been  imported  direct  from 
England  and  have  found  a  ready  sale.  They  are  sold  at  from  $3.50  to  about 
$10  each. 

IRON    WIRE. 

The  black  wire  sold  here  for  fencing  purposes  is  of  British  manufacture. 
Nos.  7,  8,  and  9  are  preferred.  About  6,000  rolls  of  450  yards  each  are  im- 
ported annually. 

AGRICULTURAL    IMPLEMENTS. 

The  sale  of  agricultural  implements  is  not  at  present  a  large  one.  The  ax, 
machete,  and  hoe  are  the  tools  most  in  demand,  being  often  the  only  ones  used 
in  this  country  to  prepare  the  ground  for  sowing.  After  the  machete  has  done 
its  work,  the  ax  is  used  to  cut  down  the  large  trees,  and  finally  the  hoe  to  break 
up  the  soil.  The  few  plows  that  are  occasionally  to  be  seen  in  use  are,  most  of 
them,  made  in  the  country  and  have  wooden  shares.  Most  of  the  axes  and 
picks  to  be  seen  in  the  shops  are  manufactured  in  the  United  States;  as  also  are 
many  of  the  spades,  shovels,  and  hoes,  a  few  only  coming  from  England  and 
Germany.     There  is  at  present  very  little  demand  for  machinery  of  any  kind. 
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SUGAR. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  sugar  cane  grows  luxuriantly,  no  sugar  is  manufac- 
turod.  All  the  sugar  consumed  in  the  country  is  imported  fron\  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  is  of  French  manufacture.  About  8,000  barrels  of  1 1 5  kilos  each  are 
imported  annually. 

RICE. 

Three  thousand  bags  of  Rangoon,  called  here  Bremen  rice,  and  1,000  bags  of 
Italian,  known  as  "  Piemonte,"  it  is  estimated,  are  imported  yearly.  Only  a 
small  quantity  of  rice  is  grown  in  the  country.  It  is  inferior  to  the  imported 
rice  and  costs  from  ^6.50  to  $7,  Paraguayan  money,  the  arroba  (25  pounds). 

CANDLES. 

Most   of  the  stearin   candles  imported  are  supplied    by  Amsterdam  firms. 
Tallow  and  wax  candles  are  made  in  the  country. 

KEROSENE    OIL. 

kerosene    oil   is  imported    from    the   United   States — about    10,000    boxes 

annually. 

BEER,    WINES,    AND    SPIRITS. 

-^  certain  quantity  of  beer  manufactured  in  Germany,  Montevideo,  and 
"iJ&ixos  Ayres  is  imported  in  bottles,  but  most  of  the  beer  consumed  is  of  local 
"lake.  On  account  of  their  lightness  and  suitability  to  the  climate,  these  beers 
are  preferred  to  those  manufactured  in  England.  Wines  in  the  cask  and  in 
DOtt-lcsare  imported  from  France,  Italy,  and  Spain;  wine  is  manufactured  in 
tke  country.     TKe  consumption  of  foreign  spirits  is  not  large, 

PRINCIPAL    CROPS. 

T'he  principal  crops  raised  are  maize,  manioc,  sugar  cane,  tobacco,  alfalfa 
(lucerne),  and  beans.     Maize  and  manioc  form  the  staple  food  of  the  peasant 
class  and  poorer  townspeople.     It  is  found  very  diflicult  to  keep  the  former  any 
length  of  time,  as  no  sooner  is  it  stored  than  it  is  attacked  by  the  weevil.     The 
price  of  maize  varies  between  50  cents  (8  cents  gold)  and  $2   (33  cents  gold) 
per  arroba  (25  pounds).     Manioc,  called  mandioca  in  Spanish,  is  still  the  sub- 
stitute for  bread  with  a  great  number  of  the  peasant  population.     In  the  towns 
flour  mills  and  bakeries  have  been  set  up  and  bread  has  largely  taken  the  place 
0^  manioc. 

WHEAT. 

'^Heat  is  imported  from  Argentina.     Many  attemps  have  been  made  to  grow 
™  cereal  in  Paraguay,  but  hitherto  without  success. 

SUGAR  CANE. 

^'igar  cane  grows  well,  and  there  are  numerous  plantations  scattered  over  the 
country;  but  as  yet  little  advantage  has  been  derived  from  its  cultivation.     No 
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sugar  is  produced.  A  company  has  lately  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  construction  and  of  working  a  sugar  factory  at  Ibitimi,  on  the  rail- 
way, the  owner  of  which  became  bankrupt  before  the  buildings  and  works  could 
be  finished.  The  required  capital,  however,  has  not  yet  been  subscril^jcd. 
Almost  the  sole  use  to  which  the  Paraguayans  put  their  sugar  cane  is  for  dis- 
tillation, out  of  which  they  manufacture  caiia,  or  rum.  Crushing  mills,  made  of 
wood,  and  small  distilleries  abound  all  over  the  countrv. 

ALFALFA. 

Alfalfa  (lucern)  gives  from  four  to  five  crops  in  the  year,  and  sells  at  from 
30  cents  to  about  $1.30  per  arroba.  The  weeds  are  said  to  interfere  consid- 
erably with  the  cultivation  of  this  plant. 

COFFEE. 

Coffee  is  still  in  the  experimental  stage  of  cultivation,  but  numerous  planta- 
tions are  now  being  made  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  especially  in  the 
Government  settlements.     The  largest  plantation  is  to  be  found  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Emboscada,  near  the  colony  of  San  Bernardino,  a  German  settlement, 
situated  on  the  northern  shore  of  Ipacary  Lagoon,  which  lies  close  to  the  rail- 
way station  of  Patifio-cu6,  and  distant  from  Asuncion  about  36  kilometers. 
There  are  in  this  plantation  already  some  200,000  trees  bearing  fruit,  which  is 
declared  by  some  to  be  superior  to  the  Brazilian  berry.     The  results  so  far  are 
considered  satisfactory  and  encouraging,  but  whether  the  venture  will  ultimately 
prove  a  profitable  one  it  is  not  at  present  possible  to  say.     The  Government 
assists  the  coffee  planters  by  granting  them  facilities  for  acquiring  seed  and  by^ 
offering  a  reward  of  30  cents  for  every  plant  transplanted  and  in  good  conditio 
at  the  time  of  application.     A  loan  of  30  cents  for  each  plant  may  also  be 
obtained,  and,  if  granted,  is  payable  in  two  yearly  installments  of  1  5  cents  pea 
plant. 

COTTON. 

The  cotton  tree  is  also  cultivated  here  and  there  in  small  quantities.  The 
quality  is  excellent.  Were  laborers  reliable  and  procurable  in  sufficient  num- 
bers, there  is  no  reason  why  cotton  should  not  be  cultivated  on  a  larger  scale 
than  it  is  at  present.  The  Agricultural  Bank  (Banco  Agricola)  is  prepared  to 
buy  cotton  with  the  seed  at  $4  (at  present  equivalent  to  62  cents  gold)  per  arroba, 
and  cleaned  at  $12,  or  $1.80  gold,  per  arroba  (25  pounds). 

OTHER    TEXTILE    PLANTS. 

There  are  several  kinds  of  textile  plants  to  be  found  in  the  country,  among 
which  may  be  mentioned  caraguata,  which  is  a  species  of  wild  pineapple  and 
grows  in  profusion  in  many  parts.  Ramie  has  been  grown  successfully  in  va- 
rious parts,  and  it  was  found  that  four  or  five  gatherings  could  be  made  in  the 
course  of  a  year;  but  the  plantations  had  to  be  abandoned,  owing  to  the  want 
of  decorticating  machinery. 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  IO97 

COCOA-PALM    OIL. 

The  cocoa  palm  abounds  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  oil  produced  from 
the  kernel  is  said  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  and  is  used  here  chiefly  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  soap.  Samples  of  this  oil  have  been  sent  to  Europe  by  the  Agri- 
cultural Bank  in  Asuncion,  and  orders  have  been  received  from  England  and 
Italy  for  large  quantities — far  larger  than  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  bank  to  sup- 
ply at  present.     The  price  paid  by  the  bank  for  the  kernel  is  $2.70  per  25 

pounds. 

NEED    OF    COCOANUT-CRUSHING    MACHINES. 

It  would  be  right,  perhaps,  to  mention  here  that  for  the  proper  development 

of  the  cocoa  oil  business  in  this  country,  good  hand  machines  for  cracking  the 

^«ts  arc  required.     The  few  already  in  use  are  put  together  in  Asunci6n,  and 

"0  not  give  good  results.     The  machine  should  be  constructed  to  crack  the 

**cll  without  damaging  the  kernel,  and  should  turn  out  about  50  pounds  of  nuts 

i*'  hour.     The  shells  should  be  broken  just  sufficiently  to  enable  a  man  to 

Extract  the  kernel  afterwards  with  his  hands,  and  at  least  90  per  cent  of  the 

*trnels  should  issue  whole  from  the  machine.     The  machine  ought  to  be  as 

'^''^plc  as  possible  in   construction  and    made  of  strong  material.     The  price 

^Sht  not  to  exceed  ;^io.     As  the  nut  is  not  of  a  uniform  size,  a  kind  of  sifter 

^^ul<l  be  inserted  which  would  convey  the  large  and  small  nuts  to  crackers  of 

''Responding  size.     A  certain  number  of  machines  of  this  description  would 

^  Certain  to  find  a  ready  sale. 

CATTLE  BREEDING. 

battle  breeding  is  a  better  paying  business  than  most  others  at  present  carried 

^  ixi  Paraguay;  it  is,  at  least,  said  to  be  one  of  the  safest.     The  yearly  increase 

.  ^    the  entire  herd  on  an  estancia  may  be  reckoned  at  from   25  to  35  per  cent, 

'^^    the  latter  figure  would   probably  only  be  reached  on  estancias  where   the 

^^rnals  receive  proper  care  and  where  the  pasture  is  above  the  average, 

Epizootic  diseases  among  cattle  are  of  rare  occurrence,  though  there  are  other 
^*^gcrs   to  which   they  are  frequently  exposed,  and   to  which   they  often   fall 
tims.     These  are  fly  and  snake  bites,  maggots,  droughts,  and,  occasionally, 
ars. 

PRICE    OF    LAND. 

The  best  camps  are  to  be  found  in  the  departments  of  Villa  Concepcion,  San 

^^dro,  San  Estanislaus,  Ajos,  Misiones,  Neembucu,  Caacupii,  and  Caazapfi.     A 

^S^arc  league  of  land  (5,760  acres)  can  be  purchased  for  ;^45  and  upward,  the 

price  varying  according  to  the  class  of  land,  situation,  and  the  kind  of  grass 

^hich  it  produces.     Some  land,  belonging  to  the  Anglo-Paraguayan  Company, 

•-united,  who  own  some  3,460  square  miles  of  land  in  the  Republic,  was  recently 

*old  for  as  much  as  ;^500  a  league,  but  this  is  an  exceptional  price  to  pay,  and 

*^y  quantity  of  land,  perhaps  equally  as  good,  can  be  bought  for  considerably  less 

than  half  that  sum. 
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When  buying  land  in  Paraguay  great  caution  must  be  exercised,  as  the  titles 
may  be,  and  very  often  are,  defective.  Before  signing  a  contract,  therefore,  the 
opinion  of  a  respectable  lawyer  should  be  taken  as  to  the  validity  of  the  ven- 
dor's title. 

INDUSTRIES. 

With  the  exception  of  the  yerba,  timber,  tobacco,  and  fruit-growing  indus- 
tries, there  are  but  few  of  much  importance  carried  on  in  this  country.  There 
are  several  breweries,  tanneries,  match  factories,  and  flour  mills  established  in 
and  near  Asunci6n.  There  is  also  a  soap  factory  near  the  town,  and  soap  of  a 
fairly  good  quality  is  manufactured  from  the  oil  of  the  palm  nut.  Bricks  and 
tiles,  earthenware  jars  and  bottles,  brooms,  and  palm-leaf  hats,  ice,  preserves  of 
fruit,  soda  water,  cigars  and  cigarettes,  and  candles  are  also  manufactured  in 
the  capital  and  various  other  parts  of  the  country.  Distilleries  for  the  produc- 
tion of  cafia — a  very  pure  kind  of  rum — exist,  as  I  have  already  observed,  all 
over  the  country.  A  peculiar  and  pretty  kind  of  lace  is  made  by  the  women ; 
also  tablecloths,  napkins,  counterpanes,  shirts,  and  excellent  hammocks  of  coarse 
native-grown  cotton.  Tallow  and  wax  candles  are  also  made  by  the  native 
women. 

SHIPPING. 

There  are  two  lines  of  passenger  steamers  plying  between  the  port  of  Asun- 
ci6n  and  River  Plate,  each  of  which  runs  one  steamer  weekly.  There  is  also  a 
fortnightly  service  of  the  Brazilian  Lloyd's  boats  (cargo  only)  between  Monte- 
video and  Corumba,  calling  at  Buenos  Ayres  and  Asunci6n. 


PERU. 

THE  GOLD  DISTRICT  OF  CARABAYA. 

A  report  on  the  gold  district  of  Carabaya,  in  Peru,  prepared  by 
Mr.  E.  J.  Prew,  a  civil  engineer  who  personally  inspected  the 
mines,  has  recently  been  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  State  by 
Minister  Dudley,  at  Lima,  and  is  indorsed  by  him  as  being  one 
of  the  most  authentic  and  reliable  descriptions  of  that  region. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Prew  that,  comparatively  speaking,  the 
country  has  not  been  opened  up  at  all,  veins  and  deposits  of  great 
richness  existing  everywhere.  As  the  country  is  covered  with  a 
thick  forest  growth  it  does  not  lend  itself  easily  to  prospecting. 
The  mines  generally  are  discovered  from  the  deposits  washed 
down  by  rivers  and  streams,  which,  traced  to  their  source,  lead  to 
the  discovery  of  the  original  mine.  The  most  important  mine  at 
present  being  worked  is  the  Santo  Domingo,  which  was  recently 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  ^^99 

purchased  by  an  American  company  for  $285,000,  gold,  cash. 
This  company  has  on  the  way  to  the  mines  a  twenty-head  stamp 
mill,  with  accessories,  for  crushing  and  amalgamating  the  ore.  The 
vein  of  the  Santo  Domingo  varies  from  1  foot  6  inches  to  8  feet  in 
width  and  carries  gold  in  all  parts,  varying  from  8  to  800  ounces 
per  ton,  and  in  some  instances  almost  pure  streaks  of  gold  have 
been  found.  The  workmen  employed  are  mainly  Indians,  who 
are  paid  40  cents  per  day,  Bolivian  money.  Other  rich  mines  in 
this  district  are  the  San  Juan,  Raquel,  and  the  Maria,  whose  yield 
for  the  last  eighteen  months,  taken  in  conjunction  with  that  of  the 
Santo  Domingo,  has  aggregated  2,500  pounds  of  the  precious 
metal. 

Purchasers  of  gold  mines  are  allowed  three  months,  after 
denouncement  is  made,  in  which  to  look  up  the  title ;  an  addi- 
tional ninety  days  is  usually  permitted,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time,  if  possession  is  not  taken,  the  property  is  regarded  as  free  for 
denouncement  by  other  parties.  From  the  time  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  clear  title,  the  Peruvian  Government  receives  annually 
15  soles  per  pertenencia  (100  meters). 

The  great  drawback  to  the  successful  exploitation  of  this  region 
lies  in  the  lack  of  means  of  communication.  Goods  are  trans- 
ported on  the  backs  of  Indian  carriers,  and  travelers  make  their 
journeys  for  the  most  part  on  mules.  In  crossing  rivers  too  deep 
to  ford,  and  where  no  rafts  exist,  an  iron  cable  is  flung  across,  to 
which  the  traveler  is  suspended  in  a  light  car  or  basket,  and 
then  by  a  system  of  pulleys  or  small  reels  drawn  to  the  other  shore. 
For  the  transportation  of  machinery  the  cost  is  excessive,  from  the 
nearest  railway  station  on  the  Juliaca-Sicuani  branch  the  charge 
being  $250  per  ton. 

RAILWAY    CONSTRUCTION. 

In  the  Monthly  Bulletin  of  December,  1895,  the  main  points 
of  the  concession  granted  to  Mr.  Cuthbert  B.  Jones,  and  asso- 
ciates, citizens  of  the  United  States,  were  given.  In  fulfillment  of 
their  contract  these  gentlemen  recently  organized  in  the  United 
States  a  corporation  under  the  name  of  Pacific  Company,  and 
engineers  are  now  in  the  field  actively  engaged  in  laying  out 
the  lines  of  the  railway  flamed  in  their  concession.    The  main  line 
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will  have  its  initiative  at  the  port  of  Cherrepe,  extending  east 
ward  into  the  transandine  province  of  Hualgayoc,  a  distance  of 
about  230  kilometers.  It  will  open  up  a  region  of  vast  wealth 
in  coal,  silver,  and  petroleum,  and  an  agricultural  district  rich  in 
possibilities  of  sugar-cane,  rice,  grains,  coffee,  cocoa,  and  tobacco 
culture.  It  is  stated  that  as  soon  as  this  line  is  completed  to  the 
inexhaustible  coal  fields  of  Hualgayoc,  a  coal  of  a  bituminous- 
anthracite  quality,  as  rich  as  that  found  in  Pennsylvania,  will  be 
sold  at  the  seaport  of  Cherrepe  at  $2  per  ton,  in  competition  with 
English  and  other  coals  now  selling  at  the  same  point  at  from  $7 
to  $20  per  ton.  With  this  great  difference  in  price  it  is  believed 
that  these  mines  will  be  enabled  to  supply  the  markets  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  from  Chile  to  San  Francisco,  reaching  also  to  the 
markets  of  Japan  and  China. 


The  ministry  of  Peru,  as  recently  organized,  is  as  follows : 
Premier  and  Minister  of  Interior,  Senor  Rom  ana. 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Senor  Riva-Aguero. 
Minister  of  Finance,  Senor  Rey. 
Minister  of  Public  Works,  Seiior  Flores. 
Minister  of  Justice,  Senor  Lavalle  y  Pardo. 
Minister  of  War  and  Navy,  Senor  Rosa  Gil. 


UNITED  STATES. 

TRADE  WITH  LATIN-AMERICA. 

MONTHLY  statement  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Following  is  the  latest  monthly  statement  from  figures  compiled 
by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  United  States  Treasury  Department, 
WoRTHiNGTON  C.  FoRD,  Chief,  showiug  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Latin- American  countries  in  leading  arti- 
cles, with  a  comparative  statement  for  the  corresponding  month 
of  the  preceding  year.  The  report  is  for  the  month  of  October, 
corrected  to  December  4,  1897.  It  should  be  explained  that  the 
figures  fi-om  the  various  custom-houses  showing  imports  and 
exports  for  any  one  month  are  not  received  at  the  Treasury 
Department  until  about  the  20th  of  the  following  month,  and 
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some  time  is  necessarily  consumed  in  compilation  and  printing,  so 
that  the  returns  for  October,  for  example,  are  not  published  until 
some  time  in  December: 

Imports  aud  Exports,  October,  1897, 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Articles  and  coimtrles. 


Chemicals : 
Logwood    {PfUo    campeche;    Pdu 
campfche  ;  Campiche  )  (tons)— 
Mexico 


^oai,  bituminous (Gzr^^»  bituminoso; 
Carv&o  betuminoso ;   Charbon  de 
^^^*'^€  bitumineux)  (tons) : 
^ex.ico 


Br 


{Cacao  j'  Coco  ou   Cacdo  crU ; 

ao)  (pounds): 
tral  America 

il 

«r  South  America 


Cofi^ 


Ji"^  ^  {Ca//y  Ca//j  Caff)  (pounds) : 
u^  *^tral  America. 

g   ^3[1C0 


0 


il 

er  South  America. 


^^^n,  unmanufactured  {Algoddn  en 
^-ama;  Algoddo  em  rama;  Coton, 
^^km  manufacture)  (pounds) : 
^  'uth  America 


^^  sal  grass  (Zr<p«<y«/»jr  Henequen; 
Hennequefi)  (tons)— 
Mexico 


October. 


X896. 


Quantities. 


8,136 


462,  872 
1,439,076 


207,  768 

341.717 

43.  225, 973 

6,  803, 457 


17,394 


*«>iits: 

Hananas  (/'/e/i^ff^j  /  Bananas  ;  Ba^ 
nanes) — 

Central  America 

Cuba , 

South  America , 

Hawaiian  Islands 


Oranges    (Naranjas;     Laranjas ; 
Oranges)— 

Mexico 

Cuba 


Fur skms(JHeles  flnas,'  Pellet ;  Four* 
rures)  (pounds) : 
South  America 

.  Bull  No.  7 3 


2,304 


Values. 


$18, 147 


36,269 
132, 170 


34.971 
46»  339 
4.151,463 
1, 001, 601 


2,248 


148,  224 


1897. 


Quantities. 


20 


7.986 


44,047 
780,  715 


300.965 
I,  208, 400 

57,  594.  505 
6,  802, 086 


58, 840 


6,363 


Values. 


$250 


14,509 


4,464 
52,764 


44,935    • 

147,  234 
4,  246,  517 

784.209 


5.049 


420,  736 


95,049 
1,195 

41,  730 
4,668 


45,  786 
154 


1.505 


98. 657 


25.115 
3,238 


25,  234 
no 


4,009 
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Imports  and  Exports,  October,  iSgj — Continued. 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Hides  and  skins  {jCueros  y  pules; 
Couros  e  pelUs;  Cuirs  et  peaux) 
(pounds)  : 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

South  America , 


India  rubber,  crude  [Goma  eldstica 
cruda;  Borracha  criia;  Caout' 
chouc^  brut)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico    

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


Lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  etc.  {Plomoengald- 

pages,   barras,   etc.;   Chumbo  em 

linguados,  barras^etc;  Phmbs^en 

saumonsy  en  barres,  etc.)  (pounds): 

Mexico , 


Sugar,  not  above  No.  i6  Dutch  stand- 
ard {Azticar,  no  superior  at  No. 
J 6  de  la  escala  holandesa;  Assucar 
ndo  superior  do  No.  j6  de  padrAo 
hollandez;  Sucre ^  pas  au-dessus  du 
type  hollandais  No.  i6)  (pounds): 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 

Hawaiian  Islands 


Tobacco,  leaf  ( Tabaco  en  rama;  Ta- 
baco  em  folha;  Tabac  en  feuilles) 
(pounds): 

Mexico , 

Cuba , 


Wood,    mahogany  {Madera,    caoba; 
Mogno;  Acajou)  (M  feet): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Cuba 

South  America 


Wool  {Lana;  LA;  Laine)  (pounds): 
South  America — 

Class  I 

Class  2  

Class  3 


October. 


1896. 


Qtiantities. 


146,  846 

792, 160 

2,340,518 


63.945 

7,573 
2,  207,  098 

95, 146 


12,  167,  836 


7,497 
2,  846,  596 


9. 774, 173 
18,  504,  923 


40. 143 
84,  417 


21 

652 


37, 722 
18, 116 


Values. 


$18.  295 
88,992 

317,  947 


32,080 
2.512 

1, 197,  593 
27,  731 


123,800 


196 
47, 439 


195,219 
574,  386 


22, 281 
32, 089 


522 
16,  795 


190 


4,125 


1,191 


1897. 


Quantities. 


93,190 
1, 048,  756 

2.967,413 


39,  770 

4,313 
1.458,182 

210, 459 


10.  377,  605 


14.  343 


7, 048, 462 
26, 426, 128 


63, 455 
92,  833 


832 
775 


1,169,911 


Values. 


$9,057 
126,  711 

493, 681 


15,999 

1,335 

817,  375 
85,807 


114,467 


391 


141, 141 
843.  599 


25. 240 

37,  581 


19,  877 
42,089 


266 


91,  240 
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Imparts  and  Exports^  October,  i8gy — Continued. 
EXPORTS   OF   DOMESTIC   MERCHANDISE,  1897. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Agricultural  implements (/rtj/rM/»^»- 
tos  d£  agricultural  Jnstrumentos 
dt  agricultura;  Machines  agri» 
coicsy. 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico , 

Argentina 

Brazil   

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Animals: 

Cattle  {Ganado  Vacunc;  Gado;  Be- 
taiiy- 

Central  America 

Mexico 

South  America 

Hogs  {Ccrdos;  Par  cos;  Cochans)— 

Mexico 

Horses    {Caballos;    Cavallos;    Che- 

IHIUX) — 

Mexico 


Books,  maps,  engravings,  etc.  (La- 
brosy  mapas^grabados^etc;  Livros^ 
mappas^  gravuras^  etc.;  Livres^ 
cartes  de  geographic  ^  gravures^etc): 

Central  America 

Mexico    , 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba '. , 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina , 

Brazil 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 


Breadstnffs: 

Corn  {Ma{z;  Milho;  Mais)  (bush- 
els) : 

Central  America 

Mexico ; 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Pueno  Rico 

South  America 


Wheat  ( 7>f;^<;y   THgo;  BU)(^\i€ti- 
els): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

South  America 


October. 


1896. 


Quantities. 


9 

73 
3 

2,927 


352 


4,199 

995.  734 

f 


30,  261 
2,007 


I 


3.271 
312 


Values. 


$6,262 

8.944 
89 
68 

593 
48,  507 

1.954 

118 

20,070 


280 

•   2.990 

280 

32,660 
14.  815 


6.754 

7.301 

68 

24,991 

2,  121 

847 

13.  530 

12, 785 

I.  351 


I.  525 
359.  984 


10,  267 

"738 

2,647 
261 


1897. 


Quantities. 


Values. 


3 
76 


64 
69 


5.177 
7.125 

54 
85,406 


48,  623 

6,  706 

151,877 


$3.  471 
6,409 

21 

211 

358 
44.765 

2,459 

32 

21,  547 


310 

5.475 


619 
3.691 


7,408 

8.871 

53 
6 

48 
2.255 

24.  635 
670 

5.  495 


3.004 
2,231 

25 
32,  476 


18, 828 


7.055 
160,  577 


I 
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BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


Imports  and  Exports^  October y  i8q7 — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Breadstuffs — Continued. 
Wheat  flour  (Harina  de  trigo;  Fa- 

rinha  de  trigo;  Farine  de  bU) 

(barrels): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Carriages,  cars,etc.,  and  parts  of  (Gir- 
ruageSt  carros  y  sus  accesoriosj 
Carruagens^  carros;  e  partes  de 
carros;  Voitures^  wagons  et  ieurs 
parties) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo , 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina '. . . . 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Cycles  and  parts  of  (Biciclos  y  sus 
accesorios;  Bieyclos  e  accessorios; 
Bicyclettes  et  Ieurs  parties)'. 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Clocks  and  watches  {Relojes  de  pared 
y  de  bolsillo;  Relogios  aeparede  e  de 
bolso;  Pendules  et  montres)-. 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


October. 


X896. 


Quantities. 


21,095 
1,864 


9.830 
14,805 
45. 038 
II,  178 

32.304 


Coal     (Carbdn;     Carvdo;     Charbon) 
(tons) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 


185 
11,158 

286 


Values. 


•78, 771 
7.237 


37.  365 

55.  736 

196.  635 

44.274 
113,247 


7,622 

37.004 

3,160 

100 

132 
6,770 

1.337 
10,071 

3,880 


9,020 

4,465 
440 

5 

250 

2,031 
1,150 
1,832 

3.647 


517 
2,986 

1,591 
9.058 

8,759 


746 

36,  819 

1.378 


1897. 


Quantities. 


15.853 
521 

2.042 

22,408 

4.740 
69,969 
12,040 

34.359 


I.  714 

17.  375 
2 


Values. 


$77.  349 
2,310 

10,634 

"3.847 
24.948 

353. 548 

56,  595 

168,  836 


2,241 

46,  384 

1,132 

398 
1,048 

23. 052 

4.507 
1,486 

7,604 


50 

3.748 

58 

517 

451 

5.134 

7.056 

2,141 

5.339 


307 
1,023 

4.887 

4,204 

11,684 


4.1" 

55.  739 

14 
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Imports  and  Exports^  October,  i8qi — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Coal    {Carbdn;      Carv&o;     Charbon) 
(tons) — Continued. 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Cotton,  unmanufactured  (Algoddn  no 
manufacturado ;  Algod&o  n&o  ma- 
nufctcturado  ;  Cotcn  non  manufac- 
ture) (pounds) : 
Mexico 


Cotton   cloths   (Tejidos  de   algoddn; 

Fazendas  de  algodUo;  Coton,  ma- 

nufactur^)  (yards) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina   

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

*^'caring  apparel  (cotton)  {liopa  de 
algoddn;  Roupa  de  algodAo;  Vite- 
ments  en  colon) : 

^cntral  America 

^Xexico : 

^snto  Domingo 

^^uba..^ 

*^uerto  Rico 


.rgentina 

kazil 

^^olombia 

^Dther  South  America. 


'^its  and  nuts  {Frutas  y  nueces, 
Frutase notes;  Fruits  et  noisettes); 

Central  America 

^lexico  

^nto  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina • 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


October. 


1896. 


Quantities. 


10.  549 

3.692 

1,876 

II 

300 


2,  044.  702 


1,115.758 

413.  288 

177,  876 

37,400 

2,000 

445.811 

760,994 

721.001 

2,  998,  068 


Hides   and    skins  (Cueros  y  pieles; 

Cauros  e  pellesf  Cuirs  et  peaux) 

(pounds) : 

Central  America 

Mexico < 


46,  239 


Values. 


$28,  231 
9,696 

9.383 

51 

725 


182, 933 


64,091 
28,  079 

8,799 
3,205 

213 

33, 443 

51,  367 
36, 140 

156,  545 


13.061 
48,  292 

3.958 
4,294 

559 
5.168 

8,54^ 
4,804 

7,343 


6,272 

7,068 

190 

6,596 
730 
500 

5.213 

939 
3.758 


4,685 


1897. 


Quantities. 


23,  501 
1,361 


3.930 
95 


1,215,318 


377,  535 
403,  369 
205,  975 
36, 468 
1.256 
1 10,  922 

745. 135 

542, 933 

2, 009, 866 


12 


Values. 


$55, 412 
3,251 


15,  720 

458 


89.  332 


14,  332 
26,  323 

9,801 

2,501 

122 

6,807 

40.  573 

26, 122 

104,369 


6,024 

27,  567 
940 

555 
191 

1,430 
4,294 
2,443 
1,436 


2,734 

4.925 
202 

6,462 

548 
1,696 

7,631 

1.325 
2,876 


20 


iio6 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


Imports  and  Exports,  October,  iSp7 — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Hops   {Liipuios;   Lupulos;   Houbhn) 
(pounds) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo , 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

South  America , 


Instniments: 

Electric  and  scientific    apparatus 

(Aparatos  eUctricosy  cientificos; 

Apparelhos  eUctricos  e  sci^ntiji- 

cos;  Appareils  ^Uctriques  et  sci- 

'  entifiqtus^— 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Argentina 

Brazil , 

Other  South  America , 


Iron  and  Steel,  Manufactures  of: 
Builders'  hardware,  and  saws  and 
tools  {MateriaUs  de  metal  para 
construccidn,  surras  y  herra- 
mientas;  Ferragens^  serras  e 
ferramentas  i  Mathiaux  de 
construction  en  fer  et  acier^  scies 
et  outils) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo , 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Sewing  machines  and  parts  of  {Md- 

quinas   de   coser  y   accesorios; 

Mackinas  de  coser  e  accessories; 

McLchines  A  coudre  et  leurs  par- 

ties)— 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


October. 


X896. 


Quantities. 


945 
230 

786 


1.255 

i»552 


Values. 


•82 
21 

79 


150 
166 


5.217 
12,961 

8,725 
17.003 

13.443 


12,  329 
32,806 

554 
10,  308 

2,388 

12.905 

23.  239 

",393 

21,157 


3.930 

7,022 

66 

450 
21 

6,423 
16, 484 

7,640 
12, 945 


1897. 


Quantities. 


2,340 
417 


1,087 


Values. 


$315 

58 


140 


1,301 

21, 787 

7.041 

4.069 

7,724 


6,896 
19,  078 

I.  715 
4,651 
1,049 
8,693 
13.446 

5.831 
21,  159 


I.  417 

16,  537 

387 
140 


7.967 
3.716 

6,380 
9.7" 
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Imports  and  Exports,  October,  i8gj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articlea  and  countries. 


Iron  aa4  Steel,  Manufactures  of — C't'd. 
Typewriting  machines  and  parts 
of  {Mdquinas  de  escribir  y  acce^ 
sorios;  Machinas  de  escribir  e 
accessorios;  Machines  d  /crire 
et  Uurs  parties)—^ 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


October. 


X896. 


Quantities. 


Leather,  other  than  sole  {Cuero^  dis- 
tinio  del  de  sueia;  Couro  tUlo  para 
solas;  Cuirs,  autres  que  pour  se- 
melles) : 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba , 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina , 

Brazil 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America , 


Boots  and  shoes  {Calzado;  Calvados; 
CAaussures) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Naval  stores:  Resin,  tar,  etc.  (Resina 
yalquitran;  Resina  e  akatrHoj  R/- 
iine ct goudran\  (barrels): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Turpentine,    spirits    of   {Agttarrds; 
Agua-rax;  T/re  benthine){<ga\\ons): 

Central  America 

Mexico 


Values. 


$2,074 

1,662 

82 


469 
306 

41 

342 

32 

7.320 

6,145 
896 

4,149 


857 
236 


205 

1,298 

238 

443 
I,  220 


1.767 


341 
6 

162 

1, 162 

"5 
1.308 


9.659 
3.045 
2,467 
1,946 


1,106 
810 
123 
681 

59 

13. 329 
12,  322 

I.  791 
8,674 


253 
89 


1897. 


Quantities. 


303 

81 

410 

351 
97 


9.355 

379 
3.821 


255 
292 


Values. 


$2,785 
205 


45 

245 

555 
2,476 


928 

1.426 

130 


554 


3.480 
170 

1. 143 


5.722 

3.951 

3.339 
3.827 


726 
279 

590 
640 
193 


15,  329 

749 

7.523 


103 
III 
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BUREAU    OF   AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


Imports  and  Exports,  October,  i8gy — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Turpentine — Continued. 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . 


Oils,  mineral,  crude  (Aceites,  mim- 
raUs^  cfudos;  Oleos,  minertuSt  criis; 
HuiUs mifUraUs^  brutes) (gallons): 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 


Oils,  mineral,  refined  or  manufac- 
tured {Aceitis^  mineraUs^  refi- 
nados  6  manufacturados ;  Oleos^ 
mimraes,  refinados  6  manufactw 
radotj Huiles^  min/raUs^  raMtUes^ 
ou  manufactur^is)  (gallons) : 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


Oils, vegetable (^frt'/^j,  vegetates;  Oleos^ 
vegetaes;  HuiUs^  v^g/tales)  (gal- 
lons): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


Paraffin  and  paraffin,  wax  (Parafina 
ycera  de  parafina;  Par affina  e  cera 
deparajfina;  Paraffine  et  cire  faite 
de  cette  substance)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America , 


October. 


X896. 


Quantities. 


1 10 

7. 911 
1,249 


12,  578 
1.142 
6,443 


6,078 

29,308 

111,667 


63.794 

41,523 

12. 493 

1.796 

41.  835 
2. 343.  800 
1,078,245 

89. 478 
651,  540 


4.514 

303.  72X 

2.774 


22,600 
11,797 


69,800 

173. 134 
27, 650 


Values. 


•35 

2,315 

391 


3.235 

AAA 

T  I  f 

2,032 


908 

2.190 

10,900 


9,186 
8,895 
2,295 

431 

4.946 

200,403 

93,  502 
9,  2qi 

70;344 


1,250 

56, 763 
776 


6,028 
3.672 


4,064 
9.628 
1.648 


1897. 


Quantities.  ^      Values 


25 
5,020 

367 
13.560 

12, 770 

694 

10,311 


657.  613 
102,  570 


68,057 

60,156 

2.209 

4,654 
11,812 

X.  346. 839 

I,  060,  352 
56,  233 

793, 971 


656 

104,  502 

3.884 

2,790 


65,098 
35.071 


18.000 

451.274 
20,  273 

33.794 


18 

1,660 

144 

5,293 

4,389 

257 

3.842 


26,868 
9,098 


7.694 
12,  723 

418 

945 

1.477 

119. 177 

77.196 

5.659 
73,066 


242 

19. 405 

1.309 

694 


17. 233 
11,472 


890 

19,  160 

980 

1.884 
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Imports  and  Exports,  October,  iS^y — Continued, 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  1897— Continued. 


Artides  and  countries. 


ProTisions,  comprising  meat  and  dairy 
products: 
Beef,  canned  {Came  cU    vtua   en 

latas;  Carne  de  vacca  em  latas; 

B(tuf  en  conserz'es)  (pounds) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Beef,  salted  or  pickled,  (Carne 
de  vaca^  salada  d  en  salmuera; 
Came  de  vacca,  salgada  ou 
em  salmoura;  Bceuf^  saU  ou  en 
laumure)  (pounds)— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo  

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


1i\\oyr(Se6o;  Sebo;  5mi/)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico  .....' 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Bacon  {Tocino;     Toucinho;    Lard 
jumf)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo , 

Cuba , 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 


Hams  (Jamanes;  Presunto;  Jam- 
^j)  (pounds); 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 


October. 


X896. 


Quantities. 


19.064 

I3»  740 

576 

1.056 


60,  500 

a,  614 

12, 216 


39.900 
200 

6,500 

2,000 

19.500 

2.500 

27,300 

274, 836 


239, 814 

174.  307 
5,962 

17.900 

10. 010 

31. 131 


27,  510 

7.927 

5.338 

656.615 

36,417 
600,390 

2,446 

9. 811 


17, 102 

59.  383 
4.819 

380,  022 
71,  504 


Values. 


$2,245 
I.  811 

44 
81 


4.915 
266 

998 


1.809 

10 

301 

95 

945 
122 

1,141 
11,252 


10,  5: J 

6,078 

306 

530 

524 

1.333 


1,804 

799 
804 

39.  334 
2,041 

37.  834 
170 

647 


X897. 


Quantities. 


1.848 

5.758 

573 

34. 189 

6,400 


15.  548 
8,408 


10.  752 
192 


2,500 

4,  228 

16,692 


72,  570 

1,400 

2,600 

46, 685 

400 

1,000 

13.200 

316.  220 


73.  547 
60, 127 

62,500 

13.994 
81. 135 
29,807 


16.  243 

9.634 
2,900 

667.  220 
32,  302 

450,  617 

2,778 

30,  925 


13, 622 
20.901 

5.764 
395.  238 
150, 144 


Values. 


•l,  57a 
1.047 


855 
15 


193 
360 

1.519 


3.393 

71 

130 

2,313 
21 

43 

730 

16,  370 


3.819 
2,796 

1,780 
469 

3.213 
1,441 


1,303 
962 

193 

48, 125 
2,088 

31, 401 
196 

2,513 


1,450 

2,104 

650 

42. 471 

12,  793 


lllO 


BUREAU    OF   AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


Imparts  and  Exports,  October,  1897 — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  coontricfl. 


Provisions,  etc — Continued. 
Hams — Continued. 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . . 


Pork  (Came  eU  putrco;   Carne  de 
porco;  Pore)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Santo  Domingo , 

Cuba , 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. , 


Lard  {ManUca;  Banka;  Saindoux) 
(pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo , 

Cuba , 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina , 

Brazil , 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


Oleo  and  oleomargarine  {Grasa  y 
oUomargarina;  OUo  e  oUomarga- 
rina ;  OUo  et  oUomargarine) 
(pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Butter  {Mantequiiia;  Manteiga; 
Beurre)  (pounds)—- 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

•    Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Cheese  {Queso;  QuHjo;  Frontage) 
(pounds)^ 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil 


October. 


1896. 


Quantitieii. 


1. 912 
11,450 
41.  952 


140, 420 

7,200 

25,200 

412,600 
9,800 
9,700 

328,  900 


134.  854 
663,  536 

20,  720 

I,  701,  220 

540.  487 
5.880 

393. 040 
381. 198 
883,  514 


60 

560 

1,000 

8.700 


17,206 

19.  354 
3,120 

2,425 


13.  383 
6,648 

49.815 


14. 413 
12, 122 

2,432 
2,960 

1.399 


Valnea. 


$190 
1,004 
4.450 


5.369 

257 
1,240 

16,942 

485 

534 

13. 536 


7.837 
29, '246 

1,218 

85.049 
27,069 

360 

23.  575 
19, 118 

48, 423 


8 

65 
82 

781 


3.074 

3,302 

482 

401 


2,  212 
932 

6,585 


1.582 

1,396 

287 

606 
146 


1897. 


Quantities. 


152 
10,085 

79, 427 


116,750 

3,800 

16,400 

369,800 

1,000 

7.150 
298,900 


143,  866 

518,610 

31,258 

2.  844, 033 

299,404 


1,230,061 

175,448 
888,  561 


II,  800 
18,  821 


16,443 

14,431 

3,455 

2.  311 


28,603 

9,836 

29, 118 


6.587 
8,272 

2.533 
30,605 


Values. 


$11 
1,025 

8,971 


5.50s 

186 

865 

19.  163 

46 

428 

15.  767 


8,278 
24,  120 

1.742 

143. 631 

17.  135 


79. 686 
10,  877 

53.647 


1,066 
1,812 


3.031 
2,067 

477 
376 


2,968 
1.376 
4.138 


774 
996 

321 

3.361 
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Imports  and  Exports^  October ^  iSpy — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  coustries. 


ProTisions,  etc. — Continued. 
Cheese — Continued. 

Colombia 

Other  South  America — 


Sugar,  refined  (Azticar  refinado; 
Assucar  rejinado ;  Sucre  raf- 
fin^)  (pounds) — 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Colombia 

OthcT  South  America 


Tobacco,unmanufactured  (Tabaco  no 
manufacturado;  Tabaco  nHo  ma- 
nufacturcub ;  Tabac  non  manU' 
factur^)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Tobacco,  manufactures  of  {Manufac- 
turas  de  tabiico ;  Manufacturasde 
tabaco;  Tabac  fabr%qtU)\ 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Wood,  unmanufactured  {Madera  no 
manufacturada ;  Madeira  nHo 
manufacturada ;  Bois  brut): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Cuba , 

Argentina , 

Brazil , 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America , 


Lumber  (Maderas ;   Madeiras; 
de  construction)  (M  f eet)— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

PuenoRico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Bois 


October. 


X896. 


Quantities. 


9,099 
11,464 


96, 426 
17.  I20 

4.469 
78,504 


8.805 

120,  205 

16,300 

1,450 
46,  652 


553 
5.327 

147 
1,596 

987 

7.467 
2,294 

453 
6,495 


Values. 


t977 
1.279 


4,327 
867 
221 

3,763 


810 

10,344 

1,650 

202 

4.041 


3.035 

96 

4,588 

9,  600 

675 
171 

5,495 


12,  403 

15, 726 

1,183 

251 


657 
3,152 


6.588 

74.  327 
2.894 

19,603 

12, 858 
100.  217 

36,  956 
6.556 

86, 180 


1897. 


Quantities. 


6.548 
7,473 


76,  248 

7.651 
2.820 

63. 125 
18.  858 


15,330 
44.762 


800 
69, 658 


132 
4,107 

452 

2,390 

827 

5,955 
2,607 

36 
2,650 


Val»<s. 


•836 
966 


3,960 

377 

159 

3.354 

1,028 


1,939 
4,479 


125 
5,841 


2,132 

293 
26,  892 

37 


2,707 


3,179 
15,552 

188 

774 


7,066 


1,742 

51.435 
5,002 

28.  439 
10,  888 
65,  366 
34.415 
569 
32.  229 
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Imports  and  Exports,  October,  iSpj — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Furniture  (MuebUs ;  Mobilia;  Men- 
bles)— 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba , 

Puerto  Rico , 

Argentina , 

Brazil 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 


Wool,  TSiW  (Lana   cruda;  Ld  criia; 
Laines  brutes)  (pounds)^ 
Mexico 


October. 


1896. 


Quantities. 


443.  154 


Values. 


$11,521 
16,996 

1,753 
1,860 

1,663 

3.646 

5.380 

3.992 
10,  714 


36,469 


1897. 


Quantities. 


Values. 


$4,959 
10,596 

895 

3.071 

557 

2.993 

6,811 

2,598 
9,923 


NOTES  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

In  his  message  to  Congress,  delivered  at  the  assembling  of  that 
body  in  regular  session,  on  Monday,  December  6,  President 
McKiNLEY  refers  to  the  subject  of  trade  reciprocity  with  foreign 
countries  in  the  following  terms: 

In  order  to  execute  as  early  as  possible  the  provisions  of  the  third  and  fourth 
sections  of  the  revenue  act  approved  July  24,  1897, 1  appointed  the  Hon.  John 
A.  Kasson,  of  Iowa,  a  special  commissioner  plenipotentiary  to  undertake  the 
requisite  negotiations  with  foreign  countries  desiring  to  avail  themselves  of  these 
provisions.  The  negotiations  are  now  proceeding  with  several  Governments, 
both  European  and  American.  It  is  believed  that  by  a  careful  exercise  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  that  act  some  grievances  of  our  and  of  other  countries  in 
our  mutual  trade  relations  may  be  either  removed  or  largely  alleviated,  and  that 
the  volume  of  our  commercial  exchanges  may  be  enlarged  with  advantage  to  both 
contracting  .parties. 

Extended  reference  is  made  to  the  importance  and  utility  to  the 
commerce  of  the  American  Continent  involved  in  the  completion 
of  the  Nicaragua  Canal.  In  regard  to  this  project,  the  President 
says  : 

A  subject  of  large  importance  to  our  country  and  increasing  appreciation  on 
the  part  of  the  people  is  the  completion  of  the  great  highway  of  trade  between 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  known  as  the  Nicaragua  Canal.      Its  utility  and  value  to 
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American  commerce  is  universally  admitted.  The  commission  appointed  under 
date  of  July  24  last,  '*  to  continue  the  surveys  and  examinations  authorized  by 
the  act  approved  March  2,  1895,"  in  regard  to  "the  proper  route,  feasibility, 
and  cost  of  construction  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal,  with  a  view  of  making  com- 
plete plans  for  the  entire  work  of  construction  of  such  canal,"  is  now  employed 
in  the  undertaking.  In  the  future  I  shall  take  occasion  to  transmit  to  Congress 
the  report  of  this  commission,  making  at  the  same  time  such  further  suggestions 
as  may  then  seem  advisable. 

NICARAGUA  CANAL. 

A  convention  will  be  held  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  January 
17  next,  for  the  purpose  of  urging  Congress  to  appropriate  money 
to  build  the  Nicaragua  Canal.  This  movement  is  inaugurated  by 
representative  merchants,  railroad  men,  manufacturers,  and  real- 
estate  dealers  of  that  city;  the  Governors  of  the  Western  States 
have  been  asked  to  name  delegates  to  the  convention  and  to  attend 
in  person. 

Mr.  James  H.  Harkless,  the  prime  mover  in  the  enterprise, 
and  president  of  the  association,  says  in  regard  to  it : 

The  Government  could  expend  money  in  no  way  that  would  be  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  trans- Mississippi  States  than  by  cutting  a  ship  way  through  the 
Isthmus  and  connecting  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.     We  are  now  building 
up  a  grain  port  (Port  Arthur)  at  the  terminus  of  the  Pittsburg  and  Gulf  road 
on  the  gulf  coast  that  puts  Kansas  City  much  nearer  the  seaboard  than  it 
was  before.     A  line  of  vessels  will  ply  from  this  port  to  carry  our  grain  and 
products  to  Europe.     Why  should  these  vessels  not  enter  into  Pacific  competi- 
tion as  well  as  Atlantic  r     The  only  reason  is  because  they  must  now  go  around 
Cape  Horn,  10,000  miles  farther  than  they  would  have  to  sail  if  this  canal  were 
open.     The  canal  would  bring  directly  to  us  the  trade  of  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific  and  put  cheaper  transportation  between  these  Mississippi   States  and 
China.  There  is  every  reason  why  this  Government  should  build,  own  and  control 
the  canal     De  Lesseps's  plan  was  to  build  a  canal  30  miles  long,  and  straight 
across  the  Isthmus.     It  has  been  estimated  that  the  American  canal  would  cost 
about  $100,000,000,  but  the  outlay  would  be  nothing  compared  with  the  benefit 
it  would  be  to  this  country.     If  the  United  States  does  not  build  it  some  other 
government  will. 

IMPORTATION  OF  HIDES  AND  SKINS. 

In  order  to  supply  their  tanneries  with  raw  material,  the  tanners 
of  the  United  States  are  obliged,  notwithstanding  the  immense 
stock  of  hides  and  skins  furnished  by  the  abattoirs  of  Chicago 
and  other  large  cities,  to  have  recourse  to  importation.     The  value 
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of  the  raw  skins  imported  yearly  reaches  the  sum  of  about 
$20,000,000.  The  skins  arrive  either  completely  dried,  or  green 
and  salted. 

Of  this  quantity  goatskins  form  almost  half  of  the  importa- 
tions, Spain  being  the  principal  exporter.  Next  in  value  come 
ox  and  cow  skins,  imported  chiefly  from  the  Argentine  Republic 
and  Uruguay. 

The  importation  of  dressed  skins,  which  used  to  be  very  large, 
has  decreased  considerably  during  the  last  decade.  Morocco 
leather  ranks  first,  with  an  annual  import  value  of  $3,500,000; 
sheepskins  second,  valued  at  $650,000,  France  being  the  greatest 
purveyor  of  this  article ;  and  lastly,  sole  leather,  with  an  annual 
import  figure  of  $160,000.  Hides,  bark-tanned,  reach  a  mean 
total  of  about  $20,000,  and  other  hide  products  are  imported  in 
insignificant  quantities 


URUGUAY. 

The  following  facts  relating  to  the  foreign  trade  of  Uruguay, 
and  its  further  development  with  the  United  States,  are  taken  from 
a  recent  communication  addressed  to  Director  Joseph  P.  Smith: 
"Our  English  fi-iends  are  now  making  a  determined  effort  to 
regain  and  hold  trade  on  this  side,  and  to  that  end  everything  is 
being  done  that  is  deemed  wise  and  telling.  It  seems  that  the 
Germans,  French,  and  some  other  nations — not  our  own — have 
been  making  great  inroads  on  the  trade  formerly  held  by  England, 
and  hence  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  reception  of 
such  action,  however,  is  indicated  by  the  inclosed  slip  from  the 
Montevideo  liimes  (English),  and  needs  no  explanation : 

When  a  North  American  Commercial  Commission  was  announced  to  visit 
these  lands,  the  excitement  was  immense ;  the  native  papers  filled  their  columns 
for  weeks  with  accounts  of  the  visitors,  who  they  were  and  what  they  were  going 
to  do,  and  the  fuLS  that  was  generally  made  was  such  that  one  might  have  thought 
a  turning  point  in  international  commerce  was  being  reached.  Now  the  visit  of 
an  English  Commission  is  announced,  under  official  auspices,  but  so  far  we  have 
not  seen  a  si  igle  reference  to  it  in  any  River  Plate  native  paper.  Yet  the  River 
Plate  commerce  with  Great  Britain  is  five  times  more  important  than  that  with 
the  United  States,  and  for  all  that  we  can  see  is  likely  to  remain  so.  "  There 
is  something  in  this  more  than  nature — if  philosophy  could  find  it  out." 
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English  capital  has  built  all  the  railroads  and  has  lost  largely  by 
it;  it  has  done  more  than  any  other  nation  in  bringing  commerce 
up  to  the  best  level  in  the  past,  but  to-day  the  Germans,  French, 
and  Italians  have  come  into  the  field  as  most  successful  competitors 
on  lines  where  losses  are  nominal,  if  any.     All  these  have  regular 
lines  to  the   Plate  country,  and  now  even  Japan  proposes  to  put 
on  two  steamers  of  large  freight  capacity  to  trade  here — and  by 
that  I  mean  South  America.     There  has  been  no  arrival  in  this 
port  for  many  years  of  an  American  commercial  steamer,  and 
"we  pay  the  freight"  on  the  millions  of  exports  to  Uruguay,  and 
imports  therefrom  to  our  own  land.     None  of  these  other  nations 
do  that,  but  some  of  their   transportation   lines  live  wholly  on 
American  trade,  and  but  for  it  would  rush  out.     That  they  serve 
us  well  is  true,  but  that  it  also  hampers  our  trade  in  a  number  of 
ways  can  not  be  denied.     Blessed  is  the  nation  that  can  control 
its  own  conmierce    in  its  own  bottoms.     The  time  will    come 
when  the  policies  suggested  to  American  trade  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  commerce  of  South  America,  in  mutual  American 
interest  both  North  and  South,  will  find  an  adoption  at  home. 
No  other  field  presents  so  great  an  advantage,  no  similar  condi- 
tions exist  elsewhere,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  capital  and  enterprise 
of  our  people  will  yet  see  and  appreciate  the  commercial  glory 
awaiting  them. 

But  the  nation  must  move  in  the  matter,  as  other  nations  do 
now,  and  have  done.  The  examples  of  the  past  afford  an  abun- 
dant experience,  both  of  success  and  failure,  and  our  need  of 
greater  and  more  extended  markets  should  impel  swift  action. 
The  way  is  open  to  American  commercial  supremacy  if  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Government  is  given  the  proper  power 
by  the  legislative  branch.  Greatness  and  wealth,  "  beyond  the 
dreams  of  avarice,"  are  found  on  these  lines ;  much  longer  delay  on 
our  part  means  permanent  loss. 


VENEZUELA. 

FRONTIER   COMMERCE   WITH   COLOMBIA. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  Venezuela  at  its  last 
session  enacted  a  code  of  laws  governing  the  transit  of  commerce 
between  that  country  and  Colombia.     These  laws  provide  an 
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arrangement  for  the  transit  of  foreign  goods  into  the  Republic  of 
Colombia  through  the  port  of  Maracaibo,  and  Cucuta,  and  recip- 
rocally the  transit  of  Colombian  goods  into  Venezuela,  intended 
for  exportation  via  Maracaibo. 
Article  2  of  the  code  says  : 

The  introduction  of  foreign  merchandise  through  the  port  of  Maracaibo  in 
transit  to  Colombia  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  formalities,  conditions,  and  pen- 
alties established  in  the  custom-house  laws  on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into 
Venezuela. 

Merchandise  intended  for  transit  shall  be  sent  under  separate 
consular  invoices,  stating  that  the  articles  are  destined  for  a  point 
or  points  in  Colombia.  Goods  so  destined  will  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  deposit  for  thirty  days  at  the  Maracaibo  custom-house. 
Before  the  removal  of  goods  for  shipment  into  the  interior,  the 
owner  is  required  to  deposit  with  the  proper  officials  a  pro  forma 
certificate,  blanks  for  which  are  obtainable  at  the  custom-house. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  import  duties  charged  at  the  custom- 
house, importers  will  pay  i  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  the  invoice 
as  a  storage  charge.  , 

The  same  legislative  decree  establishes  authority  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Colombian  manufactures  and  native  products  into  Vene- 
zuela through  the  custom-house  at  San  Antonio  del  Tachira. 

Article  32  says : 

Fruits  and  natural  products  of  Colombia  shall  be  admitted  free  of  duty  at 
the  custom-houses  of  Maracaibo  and  Tachira  as  long  as  those  of  Venezuela 
enjoy  the  same  privileges  in  Colombia. 

By  Article  33,  native  goods,  manufactured  in  Colombia,  are 
made  subject  to  the  payment  of  duties  established  in  the  tariflf  of 
Venezuela  according  to  their  respective  classes.  These  laws  went 
into  effect  on  the  first  day  of  October  of  the  present  year,  abro- 
gating all  previous  laws  relative  to  transit  trade  between  the  two 
countries. 


THE  NIAGARA  PAN-AMERICAN  EXPOSITION. 

The  October  number  of  the  Bulletin  contained  an  extended 
notice  of  the  general  design  and  scope  of  the  Niagara  Pan- 
American  Exposition,  with  the  names  of  the  executive  staff  and 
leading  promoters.     The  scheme,  so  meritorious  in  itself,  designed 
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to  bring   into  closer  acquaintanceship  the   various   peoples   and 

industries  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  seems  to  be  receiving  the 

attention  it  deserves  in  the  United  States  and  elsewhere.     The 

magnitude  of  the  undertaking  and  the  energy  with  which  it  is 

being  forwarded  has  recommended  it  to  the  notice  and  favorable 

consideration  of  the  National  Government.     Measures  are  being 

taken  to  obtain,  by  act  of  Congress,  an  appropriation  adequate  to 

give  substantial  aid  and  indorsement  in  putting  the  enterprise  on 

a  firm  and  certain  footing,  and  to  provide  for  the  special  exhibit 

of  the  United  States.      The   names  of  the  incorporators  are  a 

guaranty  that  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Government  will 

^  heartily  supplemented  and  the  exposition  made  a  rival  in  many 

particulars,  and  surpass  in  some  respects,  the  World's  Fair. 

The  site  chosen  is  peculiarly  suited  to  the  purpose,  being  an 

'sland  in  the  Niagara  River  containing  abundant  area  and  within 

P^ain  view  of  the    mighty  cataract  of  Niagara,  whose   Titanic 

forces  have  lain  dormant  until  the  present  time,  serving  merely  as 

^^   grandest  spectacle  given  by  Nature  to  the  eye  of  man.     The 

^"^c,  too,  is  opportune  to  illustrate  the  national  progress  of  the 

W^>v  World  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

^lexico  and   the   leading    Republics  of  Central   and    South 

Arnerica  have  already  made  application  for  space  in  which  to 

"^^^Ice  their  respective  exhibits  and  the  allotments  have  been  made. 

In  speaking  of  the  exposition  and  its  purposes,  Mr.  R.  C.  Hill, 

™^  Secretary,  says :  "  What  we  expect  to  do  is  to  show  the  prog- 

^ss  of  this  hemisphere  along  all  the  great  lines,  and  we  will  have 

^   "Wonderful  exhibition  of  industry  and  art.     It  is  not  a  World's 

^  ^ir,  and  it  is  international  only  in  that  it  is  to  be  confined  to  this 

^^niisphere.     We  think  it  will  not  only  benefit  us  as  to  trade  mat- 

^''s,  but  that  it  will  also  bring  about  a  better  feeling  between  the 

^'fferent  countries.     It  will  also  be  a  kind  of  education  along  the 

^^^e  of  the   Monroe    Doctrine.     It  will  show  that  there  is  an 

^rtierica  for  Americans  and  why  Americans  should  stand  together. 

]  ^e  that  the  Pan-American  Congress  has  been  announced  to  meet 

^^  Washington  in  1900.     This,  I  believe,  will  be  changed  and  the 

^^eting  be  held  here  in  1899,  at  the  time  of  our  exposition.     This 

^^  the  idea  that  the  Pan-American  delegates  had  when  we  con- 

fetred  here  about  the  exposition  last  year." 
Bull.  No^  7 4 
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The  active  management  of  the  work  is  in  the  hands  of  Cap- 
tain John  M.  Brinker,  of  Buffalo,  as  President,  whose  sagacity  fore- 
saw the  practical  uses  to  which  the  marvellous  dynamic  powers 
of  the  Falls  might  be  applied  and  whose  energies  led  to  the 
building  of  the  railroad  into  the  gorge  beneath  them.  His 
assistants,  all  of  whom  have  had  liberal  training  and  experience 
in  the  form  of  work  they  now  have  in  hand,  are  W.  Caryl  Ely, 
General  Director;  F.  C.  M.  Lautz,  Treasurer;  and  Richmond 
C.  Hill,  Secretary. 

An  entire  floor  of  the  Coal  and  Iron  Exchange  Building, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  is  appropriated  for  use  as  general  offices  of  the 
Company,  and  it  is  purposed  to  establish  branch  offices  in  New 
York  City,  Chicago,  and  Washington,  D.  C. 


TRADE  IN    MACHINERY  AND  TOOLS  IN  SPAN- 

ISH  AMERICA. 

The  Revue  du  Commerce  of  December  4,  1897,  publishes  a  very 
valuable  and  timely  article  concerning  the  class  of  machinery 
and  agricultural  implements  suitable  for  importation  into  Latin- 
America  and  other  tropical  countries.  The  demand  for  such  manu- 
factures is  increasing  daily,  the  principal  obstacle  to  a  more  rapid 
development  of  the  trade  being  the  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part 
of  the  manufacturers  and  shippers  of  the  industrial  habits  and  con- 
ditions existing  in  these  countries.  In  considering  this  question 
the  fact  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  after  machinery  is  received 
by  the  importers  it  has  to  be  put  together,  an  undertaking  which 
is  often  impossible  without  the  aid  of  engineers  and  experienced 
workmen.  In  the  more-advanced  English  colonies  and  in  the 
seaports  the  necessary  help  can  be  found,  but  in  the  interior  (even 
in  such  large  cities  as  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Valpa- 
raiso) it  is  not  certain  that  large  machine  shops  with  a  personnel 
capable  of  furnishing  the  needed  help  can  always  be  obtained,  and 
in  the  back  country  this  is  an  utter  impossibility.  The  manufec- 
turer  who  sends  his  machinery  there  must  depend  on  the  inge- 
nuity of  his  employees. 

In  warm  countries  civilization  is  principally  concentrated  in  the 
cities  along  the  coasts  and  in  the  seaports.     In  the  interior  the 
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population  has  developed  along  crude  native  lines,  almost  entirely 
iree  from  foreign  influence.  This  population  is  adapted,  one 
might  say,  to  the  conditions  of  the  country,  and  is  composed  of 
descendants  of  Europeans,  Creoles,  or  half-breeds.  This  is  the 
case,  for  example,  in  Colombia,  Ecuador,  Venezuela,  Peru,  Bolivia, 
and  Mexico.  There  are  vast  areas  unopened,  either  to  fluvial 
navigation  or  railroads,  and  where  the  transportation  is  still  accom- 
plished by  means  of  beasts  of  burden,  or  by  primitive  vehicles. 
Often,  too,  handbarrows  or  porters  must  be  utilized.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  under  such  conditions  transportation  and  mounting  of 
machinery  present  great  difficulties. 

All   the    machinery  destined  for   the   interior  of  the   above- 
mentioned  countries  should  be  constructed  with  a  view  to  the  use 
of  wood  as  fuel.     It  is  very  rare  to  find  coal  remote  from  the 
coast;   gas   motors  can  very  rarely  be  employed,  while   on   the 
contrary  oil  (petroleum)  motors  can  be  utilized,  for  kerosene  has 
become  an  article  of  universal  commerce,  which  can  be  obtained 
everywhere    as   fuel    for    engines.       Electric    lighting    and    the 
generation  of  electric  force   certainly    offer   a  future,  for  water 
power  is  found  in  abundance  in  these  countries  and  renders  feasi- 
ble the  installation  of  small  electrical  machines  and  telephones. 
Electrical  apparatus  can  also  be  transported  more  advantageously, 
because  it  is  less  cumbersome  than  steam  engines,  and  conse- 
quently capable  of  being  transported  by  means  of  mules,  which, 
hitched  in  single  file  and  connected  by  long  poles  can  carry  loads 
of  considerable  weight,  but  in  small  bulk,  even  in  the  m_ountains 
where  the  inclines  are  not  too  steep. 

Further,  the  separate  pieces  to  be  transported  on  mule  back 
should  not  weigh  more  than  ij^  to  2  quintals*  (at  the  maximum), 
and  the  weight  must  be  evenly  distributed  on  the  sides  of  the 
animal 

It  is  only  with  the  progress  of  civilization  that  these  condi- 
tions of  transportation  will  be  modified  and  improved ;  the  paths 
will  be  succeeded  by  roads  and  routes,  and  territories  of  difficult 
access  will  become  accessible  to  heavier  objects.  In  these  territo- 
ries they  will  manufacture  on  the  spot  the  products  of  the  soil  in 
order  to  avoid  transportation  expenses.     Distilling  apparatus  for 

*NoTE. — A  quintal  is  loo  pounds. 
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com,  cereals,  potatoes,  etc.,  and  presses  for  the  oleaginous  fruits 
will  be  required. 

Centrifugal  machines  for  making  oil  and  butter,  pumps  worked 
by  hand  or  by  horse  power,  sometimes  also  petroleum  or  gas 
apparatus,  small  ice-making  machines  for  the  conservation  of 
products  easily  decomposed,  machinery  for  working  tin  into 
boxes  for  conserves,  small  presses  for  cement  and  appliances  for 
the  laying  of  pavements,  and  portable  railways  will  play  an 
important  role  in  exploiting  the  countries  in  question.  The  very 
high  temperature  will  also  favor  the  importation  of  machinery  for 
the  manufacture  of  aerated  waters.  There  will  also  be  found 
occasions  for  placing  small  cylinders  for  the  manufacture  of  choc- 
olate in  the  important  cities. 

The  many  rivers  and  streams  in  these  countries  will  permit  the 
establishment  of  small  mills  for  the  grinding  of  local  products 
and  also  favor  the  establishment  of  small  sawmills.  The  supply 
of  these  needs  will  be  relatively  slow,  and  the  natives  will  often 
hesitate  to  adopt  new  articles.  They  do  not  know  how  to  repair 
them  without  instruction,  and  their  experiences  in  this  line  have 
been  delicate  and  costly. 

The  importation  of  tools,  however,  presents  itself  under  a  much 
more  fevorable  light  than  that  of  machinery  and  mechanical  appa- 
ratus. Although  the  inhabitants  of  these  countries  have  displayed 
a  certain  conservatism  in  regard  to  modem  and  perfected  tools  of 
United  States  and  European  manufacture,  this  hesitation  soon 
disappeared  before  the  demonstration  of  their  real  value.  As 
soon  as  the  native  recognizes  the  value  of  the  article,  no  price  is 
too  high,  and  he  pays  what  is  asked  for  it. 

A  certain  style  of  German  knife  has  been  fumished  by  millions 
in  Central  and  South  America;  other  knives,  as  well  as  hatchets, 
hammers,  etc.,  have  been  sent  out  for  hand  work  in  exploiting  for- 
ests, mines,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  fields.  Certain  knives  suit- 
able to  one  country  would  be  useless  in  another.  A  style  which  has 
been  perfectly  utilized  in  Pemambuco  and  in  the  back  country  of 
Bahia  would  be  worthless  in  Havana.  There  the  Spaniards  want 
a  long  and  large  knife  (machete),  resembling  a  saber,  which  serves 
as  a  weapon  and  for  cutting  sugar  cane  on  the  plantations.     It 

is  easily  understood  that  the  shape  of  the  knife  should  suit  the 
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character  of  the  forests,  plantations,  and  the  principal  cultures  in 
which  it  is  to  be  utilized,  and  that  scientific  improvements  will 
serve  for  nothing. 

It  is  certain  that  better  results  would  be  obtained  by  the  use  of 
the  plow  than  the  hoe,  but  the  native  has  nofcapital  to  expend  in 
buying  a  plow,  and  the  product  of  hoe  culture  suffices  fully  the 
needs  of  his  family.  He  manages  to  live,  and  that  is  all  he  asks. 
On  account  of  the  great  distances  to  be  traveled,  the  bad  condi- 
tions of  the  roads,  and  the  high  charges  for  transportation,  the  ship- 
ping of  the  surplus  of  the  crops  has  not  been  thought  of  All  this 
will  change  with  the  spread  of  civilization,  and  notably  with  the 
growth  of  the  population  of  the  countries  in  question. 

Pioneers  of  commerce  and  industry  will  not  delay  in  awaking 
the  needs  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  countries;  if  this  were  not 
true  and  if  these  latter  were  not  entering  upon  a  more  advanced 
civilization  their  demands  for  foreign  products  would  not  increase. 
To  create  needs  is  the  task  of  the  first  pioneers  of  commerce  in 
these  countries  more  than  anywhere  else.     But  this  can  only  be 
arrived  at  by  degrees,  and  it  is  in  countries  where  new  routes  are 
to  be  opened  to  traffic  that  new  needs  will  soon  appear  and  that 
the  population  can  devote  itself  to  a  more  intensive  culture.     To 
create  transportation  facilities  and  open  up  the  way  to  traffic  is  the 
principal  object  of  the  political  economy  of  competing  countries. 
What  has  been  said  of  machinery  and  implements  applies  also 
to  other  articles.     Small  benches  for  boring  and  turning,  of  light 
construction  and  as  simple  as  possible,  grinding  machines  and 
traveling  forges,  pipes  for  carrying  water,  tin  in  sheets  or  other- 
wise, corrugated  sheet  iron,  which  is  employed  in  the  construction 
of  houses  and  stores,  presses  for  fruits  and  flowers  destined  for  the 
production  of  perfumes  and  essences;  machinery  for  the  cleaning 
and  decortication  of  coffee,  grinding  machinery  of  all  kinds  for 
stones,  sand,  plaster,  cement;  small  apparatus  for  pressing  between 
rollers,  etc.,  are  to  be  mentioned  as  interesting  the  countries  in 
question. 

All  these  countries  use  powder  and  dynamite  cartridges  for 
blasting  rocks,  exploiting  quarries,  etc.,  wire  and  simple  appa- 
ratus for  hoisting  purposes,  light  cables  for  mines,  and  light  mate- 
rial for  the  construction  of  bridges;  blacksmiths'  tools,  nails  and 
wood  screws,  etc. 
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STEAMSHIP  SERVICE  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

The  Bureau  is  advised  by  the  Hon.  Henry  L.Wilson,  United 
States  minister  to  Chile,  that  it  is  proposed  by  the  two  steamship 
lines  running  regularly  between  Valparaiso  and  Panama  to  extend 
their  service  to  San  Francisco.  Under  the  proposed  itinerary 
steamers  will  leave  Valparaiso  once  a  week,  touching  at  Coquimbo, 
Antofagasta,  Iquique,  Mollendo,  and  Calico,  making  the  run  to 
Panama  in  twelve  days.  Leaving  Panama  on  their  northward 
voyage  they  will  touch  only  at  the  principal  Central  American 
and  Mexican  ports,  reaching  San  Francisco  in  twelve  days  from 
the  date  of  departure  frorn  Panama.  The  entire  trip,  therefore, 
fr.om  Valparaiso  to  San  Francisco  would  consume  twenty-two  days. 

The  increased  facilities  for  passenger  and  freight  traffic  afforded 
by  this  new  arrangement  will  be,  of  course,  of  great  benefit  to  the 
ports  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 

The  lines  concerned  are  the  Compafiia  Sud  Americana  de  Va- 
pores,  sailing  under  the  Chilean  flag,  but  owned  mostly  by  British 
subjects,  and  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  exclusively 
a  British  corporation.  Both  companies  are  subsidized  by  the  Chil- 
ean Government  and  are  strong  and  successful  lines. 


TRADE    MISCELLANY. 

ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

A  leading  firm  in  the  Argentine  Republic  claims  that 
great  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  trade  in  sheet  iron  in 
that  Republic,  owing  to  its  increased  use  for  building  purposes.  American 
manufacturers  are  beginning  to  realize  that  the  South  American  market  is  a  very 
important  one,  and  are  making  efforts  to  introduce  their  product  in  competition 
with  the  English.  A  great  drawback  to  their  success  in  this  Imc  has  heretofore 
been  the  disparity  in  freight  charges,  the  British  quotations  being  about  lo  per 
cent  lower  than  the  lowest  American  rates.  Steps  will  be  taken  to  remove  this 
obstacle,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  greater  dispatch  in  the  delivery  of  wares 
from  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  will  be  of  value  in  the  trade  rivalry  which  has 
sprung  up. 


SbipoMBts  of  Fap«r. 
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BRAZIL. 

It  is  authoritatively  stated  that  large  consignments  of 
paper  are  continually  being  exported  to  London  from 
the  United  States  for  subsequent  sale  and  reshipment  to  Brazil.  Orders 
amounting  to  thousands  of  dollars  for  newspaper,  roofing  material,  and  station- 
ery supplies  are  received  by  export  houses.  This  is  because  South  and  Central 
Americans  are  unacquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  productions  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  English  firms  in  competition  with  German  manufacturers  prac- 
tically control  a  market  to  which  little  attention  has  been  given  by  Americans. 

CHILE. 

_^     ^ _,  According  to  the  Chilian    TinifS,  the  production  of 

nitrate  in  1896  amounted  to  23,832,434  quintals,*  and 
the  exportation  reached  24,066,189  quintals.  The  principal  countries  to  which 
nitrate  is  exported  from  Chile  are  Germany,  United  States,  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  Holland.  From  a  published  statement  showing  the  world's  con- 
sumption of  nitrate  during  the  past  seven  years,  it  is  noted  that  there  has  been 
an  increase  of  4,359,627  quintals,  or  about  200,000  English  tons,  in  1896  over 
the  consumption  in  1890.  The  excess  of  exports  in  1896  over  the  estimated 
production  of  that  year  is  due  to  the  surplus  of  production  in  1895. 
8o«h  American  Tobacco  '^^^  South  American  Tobacco  Company,  established  in 
Oompany.  Valparaiso,  employing   160  operatives,  imports    for  the 

manufacture  of  cigarettes  large  quantities  of  American  leaf  tobacco,  of  the  quality 
grown  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  In  addition  to  that  imported  from  the 
United  States,  the  company  brings  in  tobaccos  from  Havana,  Egypt,  Turkey, 
and  northern  Brazil.  The  output  of  this  establishment  is  stated  to  be  900,000 
cigarettes  and  10,000  pounds  of  manufactured  tobacco  daily.  It  is  believed 
that  with  proper  effort  on  the  part  of  exporters  the  consumption  of  American 
tobacco  in  Chile  might  be  greatly  increased. 

Recent  advices  from  Chile  report  the  crop  prospects  in 
that  country  as  exceedingly  favorable.  An  English  firm 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  implements  has  received  from  Valpa- 
raiso a  telegraphic  order  to  ship  to  that  port  a  number  of  threshing  machines. 
This  would  indicate  that  there  is  in  Chile  a  large  market  open  to  manufacturers 
of  agricultural  implements,  and  that  persons  engaged  in  that  business  in  the 
United  States  would  find  it  worthy  of  their  attention.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
growing  cereal  crop  of  Chile  will  be  fully  50  per  cent  greater  than  that  of  the 
previous  year,  and  it  is  valued  at  $15,000,000. 

ECUADOR. 

_      ,     ,  .  By    Executive    decree    all    merchandise    destined    for 

Ecuador  must    be   accompanied   by   a  consular  invoice 
vis^d  by  the  consul  of  that  countfy,  or  by  the  person  empowered  to  act  in  that 


*A  Chilean  quintal  is  equal  to  loi  pounds. 
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capacity  at  the  port  of  shipment.  Every  package  weighing  more  than  50 
kilograms  must  have  its  gross  weight  marked  on  the  outside  in  plain  figures. 
Any  weight  in  excess  of  10  per  cent  of  that  declared  in  the  invoice  shall  be 
assessed  with  a  surcharge  of  100  per  cent  on  the  duty  applicable  to  the  article, 
under  the  existing  custom-house  law. 

HAITI. 
The  Department  of  State    is    informed    by  Minister 

New  Line  of  Steamers. 

Powell,  under  date  of  November  28,  1897,  that  the 
Clyde  line  of  steamers  has  extended  its  service  from  New  York  to  Haitian 
ports.  These  are  the  first  steamers  carrying  the  American  flag  and  having  an 
American  registry  to  engage  regularly  in  the  trade  of  Haiti.  A  bi-monthly 
service  by  the  line  is  promised  and  the  outlook  for  traffic  is  good. 

Gable  Line  to  South  The  United  States  Cable  and  Telegraph  Company  has 

America.  recently  opened  for  business  its  line  connecting  with  the 

South  American  line.  The  cable  starts  from  London  and  ends  at  Cape  Hayticn, 
where  it  connects  with  the  French  cable  of  the  Antilles,  which  touches  at  Vene- 
zuela, Martinique,  French  and  Dutch  Guiana,  and  Pari  (Brazil).  At  Pari  the 
French  cable  unites  with  the  Brazilian  land  lines  and  with  the  Argentine  lines. 
This  shortens  the  time  of  cablegrams  between  England  and  South  America  and 
reduces  the  cost  about  25  per  cent. 

MEXICO. 

Japanese  Labor  on  Ooflbe         ^^'  William  Laing  Malcolmson,  who  resided  for  many 
Estates.  years  in  Ceylon,  engaged  in  coffee  planting,  and  who  has 

been  for  some  time  in  Mexico  investigating  the  possibilities  of  coft'ee  culture  in 
that  Republic,  has  interested  several  wealthy  coffee  planters  in  the  purchase  oF 
extensive  estates  on  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  Negotiating  through  the  Jap- 
anese minister  in  Mexico,  Mr.  Malcolmson  has  completed  preliminary  arrange- 
ments for  introducing  a  large  colony  of  Japanese  laborers  into  the  Republic  to 
work  the  coffee  estates.  He  considers  the  lands  of  southern  Mexico  better 
adapted  for  coffee  production  than  any  he  has  seen,  and  Japanese  labor  as 
peculiarly  suited  to  their  cultivation. 

With   the  advance  of  the  industrial  development  of 

American  Machinery. 

Mexico,    the  demand  for  machinery  is   correspondingly 

increasing.  The  call  for  mining  machinery,  especially  boilers  and  engines,  was 
particularly  great  last  year,  and  was  largely  met  by  an  enterprising  and  sagacious 
firm  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  The  need  for  machinery,  however,  is  not  con- 
fined to  any  particular  line,  but  all  kinds  are  wanted,  and  there  is  awaiting  the 
wide-awake  manufacturers  of  the  United  States  a  rich  field  in  Mexico  for  their 
enterprise.  The  manufacturers  of  England  and  the  European  Continent  arc 
engaged  in  active  competition  for  this  business. 

Mexican  Exports  for  According  to  statistics  recently  published  by  the  Min- 

1896-^7.  istry    of  Finance,    Mexico    exported    during    the    fiscal 

year    1896-97    precious    metals    to    the    amount  of  $66,183,097,    and   other 
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articles  valued  at  $45,163,397,  a  total  of  $1 1 1,346,494.  The  total  exports 
for  the  preceding  fiscal  year  amounted  to  only  $105,016,902,  an  increase  of 
$6,329,592  being  shown. 

S«port  of  s«&or  DonEnriqiM     '^^^  Bureau  is  indebted  to  Sefior  Don  Enrique  Sanchez 
Sanchez.  f^^.  ^  ^opy  of  a  report  made  by  him  to  Governor  Prospero 

Cahuantzi,  of  the  State  of  Tlaxcala,  Mexico,  on  the  subject  of  his  mission  as 
official  delegate  of  that  State  to  the  Mercantile  Congress,  held  in  June  last  in 
Philadelphia,  U,  S.  A.,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Philadelphia  Commercial 
Museums.  The  report  is  comprehensive  in  its  character  and  interesting  in 
detail,  and  sets  forth  the  magnitude  of  the  projects  of  the  Museums  for  amplify- 
ing the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Mexico  and  other  Latin- American 
countries.  Senor  Sanchez  urges  that  samples  of  the  productions  of  the  State 
of  Tlaxcala — agricultural,  mineral,  and  industrial — be  placed  on  exhibition  in  the 
Museums,  where  they  may  be  seen  by  persons  interested  in  the  trade  with 
Mexico. 

NICARAGUA. 

^^  Reports  from  the  Department  of  Matagalpa  regarding 

the  coffee  crop  for  the  year  1897-98  indicate  that  it 
will  far  exceed  the  transport  capacity  of  the  mules  and  ox  carts  now  used  for 
the  purpose.  In  consequence,  the  Nicaraguan  congress  has  authorized  Presi- 
dent Zelaya  to  construct  or  enter  into  a  contract  for  making  a  railway  from 
the  city  of  Matagalpa  to  connect  with  the  National  Railroad.  The  increased 
production  of  sugar  and  coffee  estates  is  such  that  improved  and  larger  machinery 
and  more  rapid  processes  for  preparing  the  products  for  market  are  required  by 
the  planters.  The  attention  of  persons  engaged  in  railway  construction,  and 
manufacturers  of  farm  machinery  is  called  to  the  opportunities  indicated  above. 


PERU. 

AboUtion  of  Export  Duty  on      ^^  ^^^  1  uh  of  September  last,  the  Peruvian  Govern- 
SiiTtr.  ment   issued  a  decree  whereby  the  duty  of  3    per  cent 

ad  valorem  which  was  levied  on  exports  of  silver  coin,  bullion,  and  chafalonia 
(discarded  wrought  silver  for  melting)  is  abolished.  This  exoneration  does  not 
extend  to  national  coined  gold,  or  gold  in  bars  or  dust,  which  shall  continue 
paying  an  export  duty  of  3  per  cent. 


UNITED  STATES. 
The  United  States  Board  of  General  Appraisers,  on 

CaUUdns  Free  of  Duty.  rr  » 

December  3,  1897,  decided  that  raw  calfskins,  from  which 
nearly  all  the  shoes  worn  in  this  country  are  made,  shall  hereafter  be  admitted 
free  of  duty.  According  to  the  decision,  imported  raw  calfskins,  under  the 
existing  tariff,  are  not  to  be  classed  as  uncured  hides  of  cattle,  which  are  subject 
to  a  duty  of  15  per  cent  ad  valorem,  but  are  wholly  exempt  from  duty,  coming 
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Son^  Amnican  0«dar. 


under  the  head  of  raw  skins,  included  in  the  free  list.  The  board  also  finds 
that  the  term  ''hide"  is  technically  applied  to  skins  of  the  larger  animals,  such 
as  horses,  oxen,  cows,  and  bulls,  while  the  term  "  skin  '*  is  used  in  reference  to 
the  coverings  of  sheep,  calves,  and  goats.  The  term  "  hide  "  in  trade  was  found 
to  cover  skins  weighing  25  pounds  or  more,  all  under  that  weight  receiving  the 
classification  ''skin."  In  dried  hides  and  dried  skins,  the  dividing  line  is  con- 
sidered passed  at  12  pounds. 

A  New  York  market  report  of  December,  1897,  states 

that  a  rival  to  Spanish  cedar  is  found  in  cedars  from 
several  points  in  the  West  Indies,  Mexico,  and  Central  and  South  America. 
This  substitute  gives  general  satisfaction,  is  not  so  high  priced,  and  will  proba- 
bly permanently, affect  the  market  for  Spanish  cedar  hereafter,  the  stock  of  which 
is  at  present  small. 

A  comparison  of  the  statistics  of  the  bicycle  trade  with 

Latin- America  for  the  fiscal  years  of  1896  and  1897 
shows  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  values  for  1897.  In  the  distribution  of 
these  exports,  Mexico  took,  in  1897,  $73,117  worth,  an  increase  of  $48,839 
over  the  previous  year;  Argentina  shows  $42,091  in  1897,  against  $4,065  in 
1896,  while  Brazil  comes  third  in  the  list,  with  $29,355  ^"  ^^97  ^"^  $^3»592 
in  1 896.  Central  America,  Santo  Domingo,  and  Colombia  increased  the  value 
of  their  imports  for  the  two  years  $6,020,  $4,642,  and  $1,278,  respectively. 
The  other  South  American  States  imported  bicycles  to  the  value  .of  $73,507  in 
1897  and  only  $13,401  in  1896,  showing  the  remarkable  increase  of  $60,106. 

Trade  of  United  StaSM  with  Latin-AnMrican  OoimtilM  for  the  Fiscal  Tear  ISS^?. 


Bicycle  Trade. 


Countries. 


Imports  from. 


$3, 439.  374 
I,  862.  589 

847. 230 

1.  262,  701 
1.112,534 

18,511,572 
1, 460,  220 

2,  369. 424 
Cuba !  18, 406,  815 


Costa  Rica. 
Guatemala . 
Honduras. , 
Nicaragua  . 
Salvador . . 
Mexico  . . . 

Haiti 

Santo  Domingo. 


Puerto  Rico , 

Argentine  Republic, 
Boli 


iivia 


2, 181,  024 
10.  772, 627 


Brazil «. . 

Chile 

Colombia 

Ecuador 

Falkland  Islands 

Paraguay 

Peru 


Uruguay. . 
Venezuela 


69, 039,  389 

3,  792. 434 

4.  730.  933 
566,  526 


722,  089 
3.515.054 
9.  543.  572 


Sxporta  to. 


$1.  292,  709 

2,992,  118 

669,682 

1.  03S,  664 
I, 596,  861 

22,  726,  596 

3.  554. 433 

1. 045. 037 

7.  59Q, 757 
1, 964, 850 

5. 945.  202 

5.155 
12, 406,  785 

2.  587. 168 
3,711,399 

734.  276 

800 

740 

1,105,381 

1.045,266 

3.  376, 184 
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URUGUAY. 

Trade  Between  the  xjnited     ^'O™  ^  published  Statement   of  the  exports  from  the 
ststee  and  Montevideo,     p^j.^  q£  Montevideo   for   the  first   nine  months  of  the 

current  year  it  is  learned  that  the  United  States  ranks  first  as  importer  of  dry . 
ox  hides,  having  for*  the  time  under  consideration  taken  245,605,  or  more  than 
one-half  of  a  total  of  466,795,  shipped.  Of  salt  ox  hides  the  United  States 
took  nearly  one-fifth  of  Uruguay's  export,  ranking  fourth  in  the  order  of  the 
nations  engaged  in  that  trade.  The  statement  shows  that  in  the  import  of 
wool  the  United  States  ranks  third,  having  taken  11,738  bales  out  of  a  total  of 
50,  ^52,  while  in  the  trade  in  hair  she  took  more  than  one*third  of  the  entire 
shipment  from  Montevideo,  which  amounted  to  940  bales. 

VENEZUELA. 

The  Venezuelan  cattle  trade  is  reported  by  Minister 

Oattle  Trade. 

Francis  B.  Loomis  as  likely  to  become  a  menace  to 
United  States  stock  raisers,  and  he  quotes  in  support  of  his  statement  the 
remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  cattle  raisod  in  Venezuela  during  the  past 
three  years.  In  1894  there  were  5,000,000  he^d  in  the  country.  This  number 
has  grown  to  10,000,000  head  for  the  present  year,  and  it  is  expected  that  it 
will  be  more  than  doubled  within  the  next  four  years.  The  efforts  of  the 
Republic  to  open  up  a  market  for  its  cattle  in  Brazil  have  been  so  successful  that 
it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  trade  to  Cuba  and  the  islands  of  the  Caribbean  Sea. 

RAMIE. 

-.  _  ,  Owing  to  the  low  price  of  cane  sugar,  growing  out  of 

ItiCiiltttwaiidMwwifactar©.  ,.  ^  .,  . 

overproduction  and  competition  with  beet  sugar  in  the 

niarkcts  of  the  world,  the  producers  of  South  America  and  the  West  Indies  find 

H  necessary  to  look  about  for  new  fields  of  industry  to  which  their  lands  and 

labor  may  be  more  profitably  devoted.     In  this  emergency  the  cultivation  of 

I'amic  seems  to  have  presented  itself. 

Extended  experinjent  has  developed  the  fact  that  this  plant  will  grow  abun- 
dantly, and  at  little  expense  for  cultivation,  in  various  parts  of  Mexico,  Central 
*iid  South  America.  Hitherto  the  production  of  ramie  on  a  scale  commen- 
surate with  its  value  and  possibilities  has  been  discouraged  by  the  want  of 
proper  machinery  for  decorticating  and  degumming  the  fiber,  in  order  that  it 
^^%^^  compete  with  the  hand-prepared  article  of  China.  Recent  and  conclusive 
^^pcrimcnts  made  in  the  Island  of  Jamaica  have  shown  that  the  machine 
**^igned  by  Mr.  Macdonald  accomplishes  this  work  effectively. 

^^om  the  GUaner,  published  at  Kingston,  it  is  learned  that  a  company  regis- 
^^^d  as  the  "Jamaica  Fiber  Company,  Limited,"  has  been  organized  for  the 
P'^fpose  of  cultivating  the  plant  on  a  large  scale  and  preparing  the  fiber  for 
uic  market.  The  personnel  of  the  corporation,  according  to  the  Gleaner,  is 
*°^P^c  guaranty  of  the  thorough  soundness  of  the  enterprise. 
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NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  MANUFACTURERS. 

The  warehouse  for  the  exhibition  of  American  manu- 
Caracas  WarehouM.  i  i-  i     i         ^  ...  , 

factures  established  at  Caracas  is  the  pioneer  and  experi- 
mental attempt  in  this  direction  of  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers. 
The  demand  for  space  by  exhibitors  has  been  so' great  that  the  managers  found 
it  necessary  to  limit  the  time  for  the  receipt  of  goods  to  December  14,  1897. 
In  a  report  recently  received  at  the  Department  of  State,  Consul  Proskaueh, 
writing  from  Puerto  Cabello,  speaks  in  the  following  favorable  terms  of  the 
enterprise : 

"Its  usefulness  will  at  first  be  confined  to, the  large  and  rich  territories  tribu- 
tary to  Caracas,  using  the  best  and  highest  grade  of  goods ;  but  its  fame  and 
benefits  will  no  doubt  induce  merchants  from  the  central  and  western  portions 
of  the  Republic  to  inspect  it.  The  actual  sight  of  the  goods  or  manufactures, 
their  comparison  with  similar  articles  upon  the  spot,  the  interchange  of  opinion 
between  American  representatives  and  Venezuelan  merchants  with  regard  to  the 
minor  details  of  purchases  must  prove  instructive  and  profitable  to  both  and 
disabuse  their  minds  of  serious  misconceptions.  The  Government  is  doing  its 
utmost  to  encourage  the  undertaking,  while  the  friendly  feeling  of  the  natives  for 
everything  American  will  certainly  induce  them  to  exert  their  influence  to  crown 
the  efforts  of  the  projectors  with  success." 

PHILADELPHIA  COMMERCIAL  MUSEUMS. 

Proposed  International  Com-  The  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museums,  which  found 
merciai  Oongreae.  j^.g  inception  in  the  idea  of  extending  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  with  Mexico  and  the  various  countries  of  Central  and  South 
America  and  the  AVest  Indies,  is  pow  rapidly  developing  plans  for  holding  an 
international  congress  composed  of  representatives  of  the  entire  commercial 
world.  A  recent  number  of  the  "Manufacturer"  states,  '* that  Chambers  of 
Commerce  and  other  trade  organizations  in  Asia,  Africa  and  Australasia  are 
being  invited  to  appoint  members  to  the  Museums'  advisory  board."  As  is 
known,  this  board  already  has  representatives  in  many  business  centers  in  the 
United  States,  and  also  zealous  and  interested  friends  in  other  parts  of  the  con- 
tinent, in  Mexico,  in  the  Central  American  States,  in  Brazil,  the  Argentine 
Republic,  Chile,  and  the  various  countries  of  South  America.  As  the  trade  of 
the  United  States  is  constantly  growing  in  South  Africa,  China,  Japan,  and 
Australia,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Museums  should  have  its  representatives 
there  also.  Judging  by  the  favorable  responses  which  are  being  received,  there 
is  no  reason  to  think  that  the  ambitious  plans  of  the  management  will  not  be 
successfully  carried  out. 
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RELACIONES  COMERCIALES  EN 

AMERICA.— VII. 

LA  COSTA  ORIENTAL  DE  LA  AMERICA  DEL  SUR.* 

Los  palses  que  ahora  hay  que  tomar  en  consideracion,  tratan- 
dose  de  este  asunto,  son  las  republicas  sudamericanas  que  quedan 
sobre  el  Atlantico  6  tienen  vias  naturales  de  comunicacion  que 
conducen  a  el.  Clasificandolos  en  orden  a  las  distancias  que  los 
separan  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  esos  paises  son  el  Brasil,  el  Uruguay, 
la  Republica  Argentina  y  el  Paraguay.  Este  ultimo  es  el  unico 
que  carece  de  costa  sobre  dicho  mar.  Los  medios  de  trasporta- 
cion  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  esa  vasta  region  sudamericana, 
que  no  solamente  contiene  inmensas  riquezas  naturales  en  via  de 
desarroUo,  sino  que  cuenta  con  una  industria  y  un  trafico  bien 
establecidos,  son  buenos  y  directos,  y  no  hay  necesidad  de  esperar  las 
facilidades  adicionales,  tan  urgentemente  requeridas  en  la  costa 
^cidental,  que  ofrecera  la  construccion  de  un  canal  por  Nica- 
^a  6  por  el  Istmo  de  Panama.  La  extension  del  comercio 
actual  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  la  parte  oriental  de  la  AnAerica 
del  Sur  depende,  pues,  de  condiciones  que  ya  existen  y  que  no  es 
"^enester  crear. 

*•!  primero  de  esta  serie  de  articulos  fu6  publicado  en  el  BoLETfN  Mensual  corres- 
P^ndiente  al  mes  de  julio  de  1897. 
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El  canal  interoceanico  seria  muy  util  para  acortar  la  distancia 
entre  la  costa  oriental  de  la  America  del  Sur  y  el  litoral  occiden- 
tal de  todo  el  continente,  pero  ejerceria  solamente  una  influencia 
indirecta  en  el  comercio  entre  la  costa  sudamericana  sobre  el 
Atlantico  y  el  litoral  de  los  Estados  Unidos  sobre  esc  mar  y  sobre 
el  Golfo  de  Mexico.  Las  rutas  mas  cortas  y  practicas  de  comuni- 
cacion  son  las  del  Atlantico,  y  las  unicas  condiciones  que  se  nece- 
sitan  para  el  desarroUo  comercial  son  las  mismas  que  se  observan 
siempre  en  el  trafico  maritimo.  En  otras  palabras,  no  tenemos 
sino  buscar  los  medios  de  aumentar  el  cambio  de  productos  por 
las  vias  acostumbradas,  donde  no  existen  obstaculos  naturales  que 
remover.  Si  podemos  obtener  la  cantidad  necesaria  de  mercan- 
cias  para  ese  comercio  y  los  navios  que  las  cqnduzcan,  el  problema 
ejjta  resuelto. 

Aunque  los  puertos  de  la  costa  oriental  de  la  America  del  Sur 
son  el  termino  directo  y  preciso  de  las  rutas  que  parten  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  su  posicion  geografica  respecto  de  este  pais  no 
es  tal  que  pueda  ofrecer  grandes  ventajas  en  la  lucha  comercial 
con  las  naciones  europeas.  Segun  se  expuso  en  el  primer  articulo 
de  esta  serie,  el  continente  sudamericano  avanza  en  el  Atlantico 
bastante  al  este  de  una  lineatirada  de  Nueva  York  directamentc 
al  sur,  y  es  por  esto  que  los  puertos  de  Europa  que  quedan  mas 
al  norte,  distan  de  dicho  continente  poco  mas  que  las  grandes. 
ciudades  del  litoral  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Las  condiciones  son,  pues,  mas  parecidas  en  la  competencia 
comercial  en  Mexico,  la  America  Central,  las  Antillas  y  la  costa 
setentrional  de  la  America  del  Sur,  paises  que  quedan  mucho 
mas  cerca  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  lo  cual  da  a  estos  iiltimos  grandes 
ventajas  sobre  sus  rivales  de  Europa,  y  estas  ventajas  se  extenderan, 
como  lo  hemos  manifestado  a  menudo  en  estos  articulos,  al  litoral 
occidental  de  la  America  del  Sur,  una  vez  que  se  haya  construido 
el  canal  de  Nicaragua  6  el  de  Panama.  Sin  embargo,  es  tan 
grande  el  trafico  de  la  costa  oriental  de  la  America  del  Sur,  que 
la  parte  que  de  el  toca  a  los  Estados  Unidos,  aun  en  condiciones 
poco  favorables,  geograficamente  hablando,  asume  proporciones 
considerables,  especialmente  cuando  se  compara  con  lo  que  ocurre 
en  la  costa  occidental.  Segun  datos  de  la  Tesoreria  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  las  importaciones  que  de  la  costa  oriental  de  la  America 
del  Sur  se  hicieron  en  este  pais  y  las  exportaciones  que  de  aqui 
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fiicron  para  alia,  durante  los  afios  economicos  que  terminaron  el 
30  dc  junio  de  1896  y  1897,  ascendieron  a  lo  siguiente: 

Costa  Oriental  de  la  America  del  Sur. 


Repfiblica  Argrentina 

Biasil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 


Importacionea  de. 


XS96. 


Prsos. 

9.313.385 
71,  060,  046 


Total 


3, 242. 428 


83.615,859 


1897. 


Pisas. 

10.  772.  627 
69, 039,  389 


3.515.054 


83,  327. 070 


Exportadone*  A. 


X896. 


Prsos. 

5.  979. 046 
14.  258, 187 


1, 481,  200 


21,  718, 433 


1897. 


6.  384, 984 

12,450,061 

740 

1,213,426 


20,  049,  21 X 


El  comercio  total  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  la  America  del 
Sur  en  el  mismo  ano,  fue  como  sigue : 

America  del  Sur, 


• 

Importaciones  de. 

Exportaciones  A. 

X896. 

X897. 

1896. 

1897. 

J^sos. 

108, 828, 462 

i 

Pesos. 
107,  389,  009 

/^sos. 
36.  297.  671 

J^sos. 
33,  768,  493 

Vemos,  pucs,  que  del  total  de  lo  que  se  importa  en  los  Estados 
Unidos  de  la  America  del  Sur,  mas  de  las  tres  cuartas  partes 
vienen  de  la  costa  oriental,  mientras  que  casi  las  dos  terceras  par- 
tes de  la  exportacion  total  de  cste  pais  para  la  America  del  Sur, 
van  a  la  misma  region.  En  comparacion  con  este  trafico,  el  que 
los  Estados  Unidos  hacen  con  la  costa  occidental  es  insignificante 
en  la  actualidad,  segun  se  expuso  en  el  articulo  anterior.  La 
posibilidad  de  su  desarroUo  es  lo  unico  digno  de  atencion. 

Vcase  el  siguiente  cuadro : 

Costa  occidental  de  la  America  del  Sur, 


Bolivia  .. 
Chile . . . . 

Ecuador  . 
Pcrd 

Total 


Importadones  de. 

Exportaciones  &. 

1896. 

1897. 

1896. 

1897. 

Pesos. 
Ninguoa. 
4,709,017 

763. 643 
712,  696 

Pesos. 

Ninguna. 

3,  792, 434 
566,  526 
722, 089 

P;sos. 

21,907 

3,431.808 

689,  416 

999.  381 

Pesos. 

7.787 
2,578,911 

734.  868 
I,  108,  436 

6.  185,  356 

5,081,049 

5.142,512 

4, 430,  002 
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Mientras  no  se  haya  concluido  el  canal  interoceanico  que  ofre- 
cera  una  ruta  mas  corta  y  barata  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  el  litoral 
de  la  America  del  Sur  sobre  el  Pacifico,  debe  esperarse,  compara- 
tivamente  hablando,  muy  poco  aumento  en  el  mencionado  trafico; 
pero  el  monto  total  del  que  ya  existe,  asi  como  las  riquezas  agri- 
colas  del  Brasil  y  de  Ips  paises  banados  por  et  rio  de  la  Plata, 
prometen  un  inmenso  desarroUo  en  el  comercio  e  indican  que  la 
costa  oriental  de  la  America  del  Sur  esta  llamada  a  cultivar  rela- 
ciones  mas  estrechas  con  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Desde  el  punto  de  vista  de  los  fabricantes  y  exportadores  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  las  actuales  relaciones  con  los  paises  de  la  costa' 
oriental  de  la  America  del  Sur  no  son  satisfactorias,  porque  mien- 
tras este  pais  compra  de  aquellos  mas  de  $83,000,000  en  produc- 
tos  cada  ano,  les  vende  solamcnte  como  $20,000,000,  6  sea  menos 
de  la  cuarta  parte.  Hoy  que  el  fabricante  americano  compite 
ventajosamente  con  el  europeo  en  sus  propios  mercados,  no  ve 
razon  ninguna  para  que  no  pueda  hacer  otro  tanto  en  la  America 
del  Sur  y  en  el  resto  del  mundo.  No  toma  en  cuenta  los  obsta- 
culos  creados  por  la  costumbre,  por  antiguas  relaciones  comerciales, 
por  hostilidades  arancelarias  y  por  el  capital  europeo,  que  cuenta 
con  instituciones  bancarias  y  que  establece  el  tipo  del  cambio. 
Es  indudable  que  con  el  tiempo  se  podran  veneer  estos  obsta- 
culos,  pero  solamente  por  medio  de  esfuerzos  inteligentes  y 
continuos. 

El  factor  mas  poderoso  para  acabar  con  ellos  seria  quiza  una 
politica  de  reciprocidad  bien  meditada,  que  proporcionara  la  mayor 
facilidad  posible  en  el  cambio  de  productos  sin  menoscabo  para 
las  industrias  establecidas.  Semejante  politica,  calculada  iinica- 
mente  para  producir  los  resultados  mas  beneficos  en  favor  de  las 
partes  contratantes,  contribuiria  notablemente,  sin  duda  alguna,  a 
retirar  de  Europa  el  mencionado  trafico  y  a  unir  a  las  republicas 
americanas  no  por  meras  consideraciones  de  sentimiento,  sino  por 
los  estrechos  lazos  del  interes.  Ya  se  ban  tratado  en  estos  articu- 
los  detalladamente  las  cuestiones  secundarias,  pero  no  por  eso 
menos  interesantes,  que  versan  sobre  la  necesidad  de  que  se 
aumenten  las  facilidades  de  transportacion  con  navios  que  nave- 
guen  bajo  las  banderas  de  las  republicas  americanas;  sobre  lineas 
ferreas  que  unan  a  los  diferentes  paises  entre  si  con  eslabones  de 
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acero,  y  sobre  la  conveniencia  de  que  los  usos  comerciales  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  se  adapten  a  las  necesidades  peculiares  del  trafico 
sudamericano;  pero  es  precise  que  dichas  cuestiones  no  es  pierdan 
de  vista,  sino  que  se  Uame  constantemente  hacia  ellas  la  atencion 
de  cuantos  se  interesan  en  el  problema  de  las  condiciones  comercia- 
les de  America,  como  cosa  indispensable  para  la  pronta  y  legitima 
extension  del  trafico. 

De  los  paises  de  que  se  trata,  el  Brasil  es  el  que  tiene  el  trafico 
mas  grande  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  el  cual  ascendio  durante  el 
ultimo  ano  economico,  que  termino  el  30  de  junio  de  1897,  a 
mas  de  $69,000,000  en  cuanto  a  las  exportaciones  a  los  Estados 
Unidos,  y  a  $12^4.50,000  por  lo  que  hace  a  las  importaciones  de 
cste  pais.     Hubo  una  diminucion  de  $2,000,000  en  las  exporta- 
ciones, comparadas  con  las  del  ano  anterior,  y  de  $1,800,000  en 
las  importaciones,  pero  esto  no  tiene  significacion  especial  en  un 
trafico  total  de  mas  de  $81,000,000,  y  ya  se  habian  visto  estas 
fluctuaciones  en  afios  anteriores.     Hablando  en  general,  no  puede 
decirse  que  las  compras  que  el  Brasil  hace  en  los  Estados  Unidos 
hayan  aumentado  de  una  manera  permanente  durante  anos  con- 
sccutivos,  y  por  lo  que  respecta  a  lo  que  vende  a  este  pais,  ha 
disminuido  de  1893  ^  ^^^  parte  en  $7,000,000. 

Este  estado  de  cosas  es  tanto  mas  notable  cuanto  que  no  existe 

un  pais  sud  americano  que  abrigue  hacia  los  Estados  Unidos  senti- 

mientos  mas  cordiales  que  el  Brasil,  6  con  el  que  daten  de  mas 

tiempo  intimas  relaciones  comerciales.     Sus  principales  productos 

agricolas,  tales  como  cafe,  azucar,  goma  elastica,  etc.,  son  casi 

cxclusivamente  tropicales,  y,  por  tanto,  no  puede  decirse  que  estan 

en  competencia  con  los  de  los  Estados  Unidos.     Asi  es  que  este 

pais  puede  muy  bien  otorgarle  concesiones  arancelarias  sin  peli- 

gro  de  perjudicar  sus  propias  industrias.     Por  otra  parte,  hay  una 

inmensa  variedad  de  articulos  alimenticios  y  de  artefactos  que  el 

Brasil  importaria  gustoso  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  mayores  canti- 

dades,  si  existieran  condiciones  mas  favorables.     Es  de  todos  los 

paises  del  Hemisferio  Occidental  el  que  ofi*eceria  mayores  ventajas 

a  los  Estados  Unidos,  si  se  estableciera  con  el  un  sistema  de  reci- 

procidad  cuidadosamente  preparado. 

Las  relaciones  comerciales  entre  la  Republica  Argentina  y  los 
Estados  Unidos  presentan  mayores  dificultades,  debido  a  la  simili- 
BulL  No.  7 5 
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tud  en  algunos  de  los  principalcs  productos  dc  ambos  paises,  talcs 
como  el  trigo  y  las  lanas.  La  Republica  Argentina,  sin  embargo, 
tiene  los  productos  de  la  zona  torrida  y  de  la  templada,  y  algu- 
nos articulos,  como  el  azucar,  que  no  hacen  sino  ligera  compe- 
tencia  a  productos  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  podrian  servir  de  base 
para  mutuas  concesiones.  Se  asegura  tambien  que  cierta  clase  de 
lanas  argentinas  nose  producen  con  ventaja  en  los  Estados  Unidos, 
y  que  su  introduccion  podria  permitirse  bajo  condiciones  mas 
favorables,  aun  que  por  otra  parte  se  sostiene  que,  con  la  debida 
proteccion  arancelaria,  las  ovejas  que  dan  aquella  lana  prodrian 
criarse  en  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Cuestion  es  esta  que  deben  arreglar  de  una  manera  practica 
aquellos  que  tienen  la  competencia  necesaria  para  hacerlo,  y  a 
este  respecto  es  quiza  oportuno  observar  que  la  reciprocidad  im- 
plica  necesariamente  concesiones  mutuas  con  el  objeto  de  alcan- 
zar  para  el  mayor  mimero  los  mayores  beneficios.  El  trafico  de  la 
Republica  Argentina  es  enorme,  y  asciende  anualmente  a  la  suma 
de  $200,000,000.  De  esa  cantidad  solamente  el  7  por  ciento 
corresponde  a  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  es  evidente  que  vale  la  pena 
de  tomar  en  consideracion  la  posibilidad  de  que  el  monto  dc  esc 
comercio  se  eleve. 

Los  principales  productos  del  Uruguay  se  parecen  mucho  a  los 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  son  los  siguientes:  ganado  vacuno, 
lanas,  maiz,  trigo,  etc.,  pero  los  datos  comerciales  demuestran  que 
el  Uruguay  vende  a  los  Estados  Unidos  mucho  mas  de  lo  que  les 
compra.  Si  los  exportadores  americanos  hicieran  los  debidos 
csfiierzos,  no  cabe  duda  de  que  aumentarian  el  consumo  de 
algunos  articulos  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  tanto  en  el  Uruguay 
como  en  el  Paraguay.  En  el  Uruguay,  por  ejemplo,  se  necesitan 
^^ndes  cantidades  de  kerosene  y  de  maderas  que  los  Estados 
Unidos  podrian  suministrar  casi  exclusivamente,  si  en  aquel  pais 
se  redujeran  los  derechos  sobre  dichos  articulos. 

Se  observara  que  fuera  del  Paraguay,  pais  con  el  cual  los 
Estados  Unidos  apenas  trafican,  todos  los  demas  de  la  costa 
oriental  de  la  America  del  Sur  tienen  un  sobrante  a  su  favor  en  el 
comercio  con  nosotros.  Si  se  llegara  a  un  arreglo  en  lo  rclativo 
a  derechos  de  aduana,  es  indiidable  que,  dadas  las  simpatias 
naturales  que  la  Republica  Argentina,  el  Brasil  y  el  Uruguay 
sienten  por  la  Republica  hermana  del  norte,  negociarian  en  mayor 
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escala  con  un  pais  que  les  ofrece  tantas  ventajas.  La  solucion 
del  problema  sobrc  el  aumento  del  trafico  se  encuentra  en  la 
celebracion  de  buenos  convenios  de  reciprocidad  y  en  esfuerzos 
mas  activos  por  parte  de  los  comerciantcs  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  a 
fin  de  sobreponcrse  a  los  que  hacen  los  industriales  y  exportadores 
curopeos. 


>^)fe^^^ 


EL  AUTOR   DEL  SISTEMA  DE  RECIPROCIDAD. 

Por  Alex.  D.  Anderson. 

Desde  que  el  Congreso  de  las  Republicas  Americanas,  celebrado 
en  Washington  en  1889,  inicio  sus  discusiones  sobre  la  reciproci- 
dad, se  ha  tratado  varias  veces  de  poner  en  claro,  desde  las 
columnas  de  la  prensa,  quien  fue  el  verdadero  autor  de  aquella 
popular  medida. 

Uno  de  los  periodicos,  despues  de  publicar  un  numero  conside- 
rable de  comunicaciones,  en  todas  las  cuales  se  atribuia  la  creacion 
de  aquel  sistema  a  estadistas  modemos,  declaro  al  fin  en  un  edi- 
torial que  aquella  cuestion  no  habia  sido  resuelta  y  que,  por  tanto, 
S^edaba  pendiente  todavia  como  materia  abierta  a  discusion. 

Scgiin  opinion  general,  la  doctrina  de  la  reciprocidad  es  de 
creacion  moderna,  pero  en  realidad  data  casi  desde  de  la  flinda- 
cion  del  Gobierno  aitiericano  y  debe  su  origen  a  uno  de  los  padres 
de  la  Republica. 

El  mejor  medio  de  decidir  la  controversia  es  tomar  desde  su 
principio  la  historia  comercial  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  tal  como 
^  registra  en  los  "  American  State  Papers,"  y  estudiarla  en  orden 
cronologico,  hasta  dar  con  la  pagina  en  que  por  primera  vez  se 
"^a  mencion  del  asunto. 

El  primer  volumen,  relativo  a  las  relaciones  exteriores  durante 
^  pamera  administracion  del  Presidente  Washington,  contiene 
^^uypocos  datos  sobre  el  comercio  extranjero*  hasta  el  ano  1793, 
^  que  Thomas  Jefferson,  Secretario  de  Estado,  dirigio  a  la 
Camara  de  Representantes  un  informe  sobre  la  materia.  Este 
^nforrtie  fue    escrito   en  cumplimento  de   una  "resolucion"   de 
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aquella  Camara  (febrero  23  de  1791),  en  la  cual  se  ordenaba  al 
Secretario  de  Estado  que  informase  al  Congreso  "  de  la  naturaleza 
y  extension  de  los  privilegios  y  restricciones  de  las  relaciones 
comerciales  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  las  naciones  extranjeras,  y 
de  las  medidas  que,  a  su  juicio,  debieran  adoptarse  para  el  ade- 
lanto  del  comercio  y  la  navegacion." 

El  texto  del  informe  y  el  tiempo  empleado  en  su  preparacion, 
muestran  que  aquel  esta  basado  sobre  una  investigacion  cuida- 
dosa  del  asunto.  Este  informe  es  el  primer  documento  formal 
sobre  nuestras  relaciones  comerciales  con  el  extranjero,  y  es  digno 
del  espiritu  organizador  de  aquel  gran  estadista  americano. 

Despues  de  sentar  los  hechos  relativos  a  nuestro  comercio  con 
las  principales  naciones  del  mundo,  Mr.  Jefferson  entra  a  tratar 
extensamente  sobre  la  teoria  6  plan,  que,  a  su  juicio,  debiera  regir 
las  relaciones  comerciales.  Dice:  "Conocidos  los  obstaculos  que 
impiden  el  desarroUo  del  comercio  y  de  la  navegacion  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  la  cuestion  ahora  consiste  en  encontrar  los  medios 
mas  adecuados  para  remover  aquellos  obstaculos,  modificarlos  6 
contrarestarlos. 

"Encuantoal  comercio,  pudieran  emplearse  dos  metodos:  el 
primero  consiste  en  negociar  tratados  con  las  naciones  cuyo 
comercio  con  los  Estados  Unidos  adolece  de  aquellos  obstaculos 
6  restricciones ;  el  segundo  consiste  en  la  accion  independiente  de 
nuestro  poder  legislativo  para  contrarrestar  aquellos  efectos. 

"  De  estos  dos  medios,  el  primero  es  indudablemente  el  mejor. 

"En  vez  de  obstaculizar  el  comercio  con  un  sinnumero  de 
reglamentos,  derechos  y  prohibiciones,  se  le  podria  librar  de  sus 
trabas  en  todas  las  partes  del  mundo;  todos  los  paises  podrian 
dedicarse  a  la  produccion  de  aquello  a  que  estan  mas  adecuados 
por  su  naturaleza,  y  podrian  cambiar  libremente  sus  productos, 
satisfaciendo  asi  sus  respectivas  necesidades;  la  produccion  de  los 
varios  articulos  de  comercio  que  contribuyen  a  la  vida  y  a  la 
felicidad  humanas  aumentaria  entonces  considerablemente,  y  le 
genero  humano  creceria  en  numero  y  mejoraria  de  condicion. 

"  Aunque  haya  de  iniciarse  este  sistema  con  una  sola  naci^n,  es 
de  recomendarse  que  asi  se  haga,  pues  su  aplicacion  a  cada  pais 
separadamente  es  el  unico  medio  de  extender  aquel  sistema  a 
todos  los  demas.    Cuando  sea  necesario  para  una  d  otra  de  las  partes 
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levantar  recursos  por  medio  de  la  imposicion  de  derechos  al 
comercio,  el  libre  cambio  entre  las  dos  naciones  podria  alterarse 
respecto  de  los  articulos  que  sean  objeto  del  impuesto,  por  medio 
de  acuerdos  de  reciprocidad,  preservando  el  libre  cambio  en  todo 
su  vigor  en  cuanto  al  resto  del  comercio. 

Pero  en  caso  de   que  alguna  nacion,  contra  nuestros  deseos, 
considere  que  es  mejor  para  sus  intereses  continuar  su  sistema  de 
prohibiciones,  derechos  y  ordenanzas,  seria  entonces  nuestro  deber 
dar  proteccion  a  nuestro  comercio  y  a  nuestra  navegacion  por 
medio  de  un  sistema  analogo  de  prohibiciones,  derechos  y  orde- 
nanzas.    El  comercio  libre  y  la  navegacion  libre  no  deben  concedcrse  en 
cambio  de  restricciones  y  perjuicios  que  no  es  de  suponerse  que  al  fin 
sean  aminorados  por  aquella  franquicia, 

"  Los  siguientes  principios  fundados  en  la  reciprocidad  parecen  ser 
ferfcctamente  justos  y  no  ofrecen  ningun  motivo  de  queja  para  ninguna 
nacion. 

Cuando  una  nacion  imponga  altos  derechos  a  nuestros  productos 
6  prohiba  en  absoluto  su  introduccion,  nosotros  tendremos  razon 
de  hacer  otro  tanto  con  los  suyos,  gravando  6  excluyendo  primero 
los  que  importe  en  nuestro  pais  en  competencia  con  los  nuestros; 
despues  excogiendo  aquellas  manufacturas  que  le  compremos  en 
mayor  cantidad  y  que  al  mismo  tiempo  nosotros  podamos  pro- 
curarnos  facilmente  u  obtener  de  otros  paises,  e  imponerles  al 
principio  derechos  bajos,  aumentandolos  a  medida  que  se  abran  otros 
mercados  que  las  suministren.  Estos  derechos  fomentarian  indi- 
rectamente  las  industrias  nacionales  de  la  misma  clase  e  inducirian 
a  Jos  fabricantes  de  dicha  nacion  a  venir  a  nuestro  pais,  en  donde 
una  subsistencia  mas  barata,  la  igualdad  de  leyes  y  la  salida  de  sus 
productos  libres  de  derechos,  asegurarian  la  mayor  utilidad  a  su 
P^^(c/a  a  diligencia." 

^ocumento  del  cual  copiaitios  los  parrafos  que  preceden,  es 

•      .    P^^i^l   importancia  para  las  camaras  de   comercio  y  otras 

lan       ^^^^^s  comerciales  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  tal  interes 

procj  ^^^^^^  liltimamente  en  la  cuestion  de  reciprocidad,  y  debiera 

^^^^^  como  materia  de  consecuencia  y  utilidad  piiblicas. 
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REPUBLICA   ARGENTINA. 

COMERCIO    EXTRANJERO    DURANTE    EL    PRIMER    SEMESTRE 

DEL  ANO  DE  1897. 

Del  informe  publicado  por  el  Departamento  Nacional  de 
Estadistica,  se  han  tornado  los  siguientes  datos  acerca  del  comercio 
extranjero  de  la  Republica  Argentina  durante  los  primeros  seis 
meses  del  ano  corriente : 

El  total  de  las  importaciones  y  exportaciones,  exceptuando 
la  moneda  acunada,  ascendio  a  $113,742,314,  en  oro,  contra 
$121,773,627  durante  el  mismo  periodo  en  1896,  6  sea  una 
diminucion  de  $8,031,313,  de  los  cuales  $2,068,868  pertenecen 
a  la  importacion  y  $5,968,445  a  la  exportacion. 

Las  importaciones  ascendieron  a  la  suma  de  $49,987,541,  dis- 
tribuida  del  modo  siguiente : 

Artlculos  gravados $43, 045,  658 

Articulos  libres 6, 658,  128 

Moneda  acuRada 283,  762 

Comparadas  con  las  importaciones  de  la  primera  mitad  del  ano 
de  1896,  estas  cifras  muestran  una  diminucion  de  $2,143,428  en 
articulos  gravados,  y  de  $5,387,390  en  moneda  acufiada,  mientras 
que  los  articulos  libres  han  aumentado  en  un  valor  de  $74,560. 

La  diminucion  se  ha  notado  principalmente  en  los  productos  del 
reino  vegetal  ($1,349,339);  en  maderas  y  sus  manufacturas 
($591,412);  en  tejidos  y  materias  textiles,  con  excepcion  de  los 
articulos  de  seda  y  algodon  ($1,170,960);  en  alcoholes,  vinos  y 
otros  bebidas  ($355,830). 

La  diminucion  creciente  que  se  nota  en  las  entradas  de  vinos 
ordinarios  en  barriles  es,  sobre  todo,  sorprendente.  Este  articulo, 
cuya  importacion  durante  el  primer  semestre  de  1895  represent© 
un  valor  de  $3,280,000  en  oro,  cayo  sucesivamente  a  $2,820,000 
durante  el  periodo  correspondiente  de  1896,  y  a  $2,552,668  en 
1897.  Esto  se  debe  en  gran  parte  al  increment©  que  ha  tornado 
desde  hace  algunos  anos  el  cultivo  de  la  vid  en  las  provincias  del 
noroeste  de  la  Republica  Argentina.  Los  vinos  de  San  Juan,  de 
Mendoza,  etc.,  que  son  preparados  con  mas  cuidado  que  antes,  se 
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consumcn  ahora  como  vinos  de  mesa  ordinarios,  y  comienzan  a 
hacer  competencia  seria  a  los  vinos  franceses  e  itaiianos. 
Los  articulos 'que  han  aumcntado  son  los  siguientes: 

Los  productos  quimicos  y  farmac6uticos • $200, 938 

Hierro  y  sus  manufacturas *. I,  338,  300 

Tejidos  de  seda  7  lana 169, 921 

Verinut 109,  825 

El  aumento  que  se  observa  en  la  tabla  precedente  es  todo  en 
fcivor  de  la  importacion  de  Italia,  pues  el  vermut  italiano  es  casi  el 
unico  que  se  consume  en  el  pais. 

A  continuacion  se  vera  el  valor  de  las  importaciones  de  dife- 
Tentes  paises,  hechas  en  la  Repiiblica  Argentina  durante  los  anos 
dc  1896  y  1897. 


Pafs. 


Gran  BretaAa. . . 

FVancia.- 

Alemania 

Italia 

Estados  Unidos 

g^Igica 

Brasil 

^spafta  !'.!.'..*.! 
JJaragr^jay 

fir^ 


^o^anda . . . 
f  ortugal ... 
i*f  AntiUas. 
Bolivia 


$18, 947.  560 
5.  778.  087 
5, 728. 254 
5, 342,  946 
4,985,746 
4, 186,  946 
I,  826,  803 

I.  755,  i75 
578,  481 

295,  386 

96.343 
52,  166 

31.  229 

28,007 

23, 177 


1896. 


$20. 424. 

5,553. 
6.  358. 
5.400, 

4. 933, 
4,116, 

2. 479. 
1. 410. 

502, 

335. 
n. 
64, 

43. 
18, 

23, 


178 
070 
227 

741 
336 

154 
301 

244 

184 

163 

443 
189 

908 

III 

677 


Aumento. 


$225,017 

52, 410 
70, 792 

344,931 
76, 297 

84,900 

9.896' 

Diminucidn. 


$1,476,618 

629, 

57, 

973 
795 

652, 

498 

39. 

777 

12. 
12, 

023 
680 

500 


Durante  el  mismo  periodo  las  exportaciones  ascendieron  a  la 
s^^Xia  de  $65,218,829,  y  fueron  como  sigue: 

Artl^ulos  gravados $39,  771,  228 

Art^culos  libres 24,  267,  307 

^'^neda  acuflada i,  180,  294 

Estos  datos,  comparados  con  los  del  primer  trimestre  del  afio 
P^^cedente,  muestran  que  la  exportacion  de  articulos  gravados  ha 
^^nientado  en  $5^574*633,  y  la  de  moneda  acunada  en  $1,076,132, 
y  que  la  exportacion  dc  productos  libres  ha  disminuido  en 
$11,537,078.  Esta  dirainucion,  que  afecta  casi  unicamente  a  los 
productos  agricolas,  es  consecuencia  de  la  devastacion  ocasionada 
por  las  langostas,  que  casi  destruyeron  por  completo  la  ultima 
cosecha  de  cereales. 
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Los  paises  que  compran  productos  argentinos  figuran  en  el 
orden  siguiente : 


Pais. 


Francia 

Alemania 

Gran  Bretafla. . . 

B61gica 

Brasil 

Estados  Unidos 

Italia 

Chile 

Uruguay 

Espafla  

Bolivia  ...    . . .. 

Las  Antillas.. . . 

Paraguay 

Holanda 

Portugal 


1897. 


1896. 


$14,  871, 

9.  321, 

7.651. 

6,  303. 

5.675. 

5.  227, 

1.928, 

1, 127. 

I,  103, 

512, 

270, 

187, 

73. 
33. 
10, 


335 
283 

223 

584 
423 
765 
723 
721 

593 

285 

491 
546 
440 

133 
142 


$14.  932. 
8, 456. 
8, 146, 
7.665, 
4. 629, 
3.281, 
1,882, 

I.  354. 
1, 656, 

457. 
265, 

128, 
82, 

438, 
14. 


860 

197 
182 

597 

751 

279 
031 

712 

067 

934 

478 
253 
634 

528 
088 


Autnento. 


$865,  086 


1,045,672 

I,  946,  486 

46,  692 


54.  351 

5.013 

59.  293 


I>iminuci6ti. 


$61,525 


494.  959 
I.  363.013 


226,  991 
552,474 


9.194 

405,  395 

3.946 


El  valor  de  las  exportaciones  a  los  Estados  Unidos  durante  el 
primer  semestre  de  1897  y  de  1896,  muestra  un  aumento  de 
$  1 ,946486. 


COLOMBIA. 

MANUFACTURAS  AMERICANAS. 

El  Senor  Bidlake,  Consul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Barran- 
quilla,  Colombia,  hace,  en  el  infbrme  anual  a  su  Gobierno,  algunas 
indicaciones  oportunas  respecto  de  las  manufacturas  americanas  que 
llegan  a  aquella  republica.  Una  de  las  quejas  principales  de  los 
comerciantes  colombianos,  es  que  las  mercancias  americanas  no  son 
tan  bien  empaquetadas  como  las  europeas.  Ademas,  la  necesidad 
de  negociar  por  medio  de  casas  comisionistas,  en  vez  de  hacerlo 
directamente  con  los  fabricantes,  da  por  resultado  el  reempaque  de 
las  mercancias  y,  por  conseguinte,  un  aumento  de  peso  en  el  bulto. 
En  Colombia  los  derechos  de  importacion  se  pagan  sobre  el  peso 
bruto  de  los  fardos  6  cajas,  segun  la  clase,  y,  por  lo  mismo,  debe 
evitarse  que  pesen  mas  de  lo  que  es  absolutamente  necesario. 

Las  herramientas  americanas  son  preferidas  a  las  europeas, 
porque  son  mas  bien  hechas,  mas  ligeras  y  mas  comodas,  siendo, 
ademas,  mas  baratas.  Los  fabricantes  alemanes  imitan  exacta- 
mente  los  machetes  de  Collins,  que  son  vistos  en  la  America  del 
Sur  como  los  mejores,  y  los  garantizan  como  de  igual  calidad, 
ofreciendo  reponerlos  si  se  rompen. 
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Los  muebles  son  todos  importados,  y  de  los  Estados  Unidos  sc 

llevan  las  sillas  amarillas  baratas  de  calidad  ordinaria  y  con  asiento 

de  junco.     Los  aparatos  para  luz  electrica  que  van  de  los  Estados 

Unidos,  cuestan  mas  que  los  europeos,  especialmente  las  lamparas 

incandescentes  que  valen  i8  centavos  cada  una,  mientras  que  las 

italianas  se  venden  a   10.6  centavos.     El  alambre  americano  se 

vende  un    10  6  un  15  por  ciento  mas  caro  que  el  aleman.     El 

calzado  para  mujeres  y  ninos  es  todo  importado,  y  generalmente 

es  del  estilo  frances.     El  calzado  para  hombres  es  hecho  en  ei 

pais,  pero  las  palas  son  importadas. 


COSTA  RICA. 

El  General  J.  S.  Casement,  que  ultimamente  ha  obtenido  del 
Gobiemo  de  Costa  Rica  una  concesion  para  construir  el  Ferro- 
carril  del  Pacifico,  que  atravesara  la  republica  y  pondra  en  comu- 
nicacion  la  costa  del  Atlantico  con  la  del  Pacifico,  acaba  de 
regresar  de  Costa  Rica  y  ha  dado  al  publico  informes  muy  impor- 
tantes  acerca  de  la  situacion  politica  y  comercial  de  aquel  pais. 

El  General  Casement  manifiesta  que  el  Presidente  Iglesias  se 
muestra  muy  deseoso  de  fomentar  las  relaciones  comerciales  entre 
su  pais  y  los  Estados  Unidos.  Ya  el  trafico  principal  de  Costa 
Rica  es  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  dos  quintas  partes  del  mismo 
se  hace  con  Nueva  Orleans.  No  existe  razon  alguna  para  que, 
empleando  los  esfuerzos  debidos,  las  cuatro  quintas  partes  del 
comercio  de  Costa  Rica  no  se  haga  con  los  Estados  Unidos.  Los 
costarricenses  tienen  necesidad  de  maquinaria,  y  a  los  fabricantes 
americanos  sc  les  ofrece  la  oportunidad  de  proveerles  de  ese 
articulo. 

El  Presidente  Iglesias  tiene  el  proyecto  de  realizar  muchas  me- 
joras  en  el  pais.  Se  estan  construyendo  ferrocarriles,  y  el  desarroUo 
de  la  navegacion  de  los  rios  mas  navegables  hacia  el  interior, 
ocupa  mucho  la  atencion  del  Gobernante.  Con  este  objeto  se 
trata  de  atraer  el  capital  extranjero  a  fin  de  que  se  exploten  las 
grandes  riquezas  naturales.  Casi  todos  los  productos  tropicales 
se  pueden  cultivar,  y  existen  minerales  de  varias  clases.  El  clima 
es  excelente. 
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GUATEMALA. 

NEGOCIOS  DE  BANCO 

Los  cuatro  bancos  principales  de  Guatemala,  obrando  dc 
acuerdo  con  el  Gobierno,  ban  concluido  un  arreglo  con  el  Deutsche 
Bank,  de  Alemania,  para  un  emprestito  de  6,000,000  de  marcos 
($  1 ,500,000)  per  el  termino  de  doce  meses.  El  objeto  que  se 
tiene  en  mira  con  esta  medida  economica  es  garantizar  el  pago  de 
los  billetes  emitidos  por  los  bancos  interesados  en  el  asunto. 

Tan  pronto  como  el  Gobierno  de  la  autorizacion  formal,  el 
Deutsche  Bank  procedera  a  comprar  barras  de  plata  hasta  por 
valor  de  $500,000,  y  las  remitira  a  Guatemala.  Con  esto  no  hara 
otra  cosa  el  banco  aleman  que  dar  mayor  increment©  a  las  grandes 
transacciones  economicas  que  hace  ya  con  el  Gobierno  de  Guate- 
mala, pues  los  intereses  del  emprestito  sobre  el  cafe  se  pagan  por 
su  medio.  Los  cuatro  bancos  interesados  en  la  negociacion  son 
los  siguientes:  El  Agric6la  Hipotecario,  el  Internacional,  el  Banco 
de  Guatemala  y  el  de  Occidente. 


HAITf. 

NUEVO  GABINETE. 

El  Gabinete  haitiano  ha  sido  reorganizado  del  modo  siguiente: 

Ministro  del  Interior,  M.  Auguste  Tancr^de. 

Ministro  de  Comercio  y  Hacienda,  M.  Plaisance. 

Ministro  de  Relaciones  Exteriores  y  de  Asuntos  Eclesiasticos, 
M.  Brutus  St.  Victor. 

Ministro  de  Guerra  y  Marina,  M.  Guillaume  Velbrun. 

Ministro  de  Fomentoy  Agricultura,  M.  CmciNNi^TUs  Leconte. 

Ministro  de  Justicia  y  de  Instruccion  Publica,  M.  Antoine 
Carmeleau. 

Los  caballeros  que  componen  el  Gabinete  han  ocupado  antes 
puestos  oficiales  de  importancia  y  sus  nombramientos  han  sido 
unanimemente  aprobados  por  la  opinion  publica. 
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NUEVOS  PROYECTOS  ECONOMICOS. 

El   Honorable  William  F.  Powell,  Ministro  de  los  Estados 

Unidos  en  Haiti,  avisa  que  ha  sido  sometido  a  la  Camara  de 

Diputados  un  proyecto  de  ley  para  la  consolidacion  de  todas  las 

deudas  de  la  Repiiblica  en  una  sola  deuda  nacional,  a  cuyo  afecto 

se  emitiran  bonos.     Con  este  objeto  se  trata  de  negociar  un  empres- 

tito  de  $6,000,000  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  con  el  6  por  ciento  de 

interes  anual.     Dicha  cantidad  servira  para  el  pago  de  toda  la 

deuda  actual  del  pais,  que  asciende  a  $26,875,784  en  moneda  de 

Haiti,  y  para  poner  fin  al  papel  moneda  y  sustituirlo  con  moneda 

de  oro,  tomando  como  unidad  monetaria  el  peso  de  los  Estados 

Unidos. 

Para  garantizar  el  proyectado  emprestito,  se  tomira  una  parte 
de  los  derechos  de  exportacion  sobre  el  cafe,  que  se  calculan  en 
cerca  de  $2,000,000  anualmente,  y,  ademas,  si  fuese  necesario,  se 
dedicara  a  eso  mismo  una  parte  de  los  derechos  de  importacion. 

Estas  cantidades  formaran  un  tondo  de  amortizacion  para  el 
servicio  de  la  deuda  y  su  redencion.  Tambien  se  proyecta,  en  caso 
de  obtener  el  emprestito,  la  reacunacion  en  los  Estados  Unidos  de 
la  moneda  fraccionaria  de  plata,  tomando  por  base  la  de  este  pais. 
El  Ministro  Powell  opina  que  estos  arreglos  economicos  tende- 
ran  a  establecer  relaciones  mas  estrechas  con  los  Estados  Unidos, 
yienconsecuencia,  a  disminuir  la  influencia  de  Francia  y  Alemania, 
S^e  ha  predominado  en  la  Isla. 


MEXICO. 


CULTIVO  DE  LA  GOMA  ELASTICA  6  HULE. 

Numerosas  preguntas  se  han  dirigido  a  esta  Oficina  ultimamente 
^cerca  de  la  produccion  de  goma  elastica  en  Mexico,  y  en  con- 
testacion  a  cllas,  publicamos  los  siguientes  informes,  que  son  el 
resultado  de  investigaciones  hechas  por  Mr.  George  D.  Coleman 
para  el  periodico  titulado  "  The  Two  Republics." 

Hasta  la  fecha,  el  Brasil  ha  sido  el  primer  pais  productor  de 
goma  elastica,  pues  su  exportacion  anual  de  este  producto  asciende 
aunvalor  de  $100,000,000.     Sin  embargo,  en  Mexico  y  en  la 
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America  Central  se  encuentran  terrenes  tan  buenos  para  ese  cultivo 
como  en  el  Brasil,  con  la  ventaj^  de  gozar  de  un  clima  excelente. 
Antiguamente,  toda  la  goma  elastica  se  extraia  de  arboles  silves- 
tres,  pero  habiendo  aumentado  el  consumo  de  este  articulo,  y,  en 
consecuencia,  su  precio,  considerables  capitales  se  invierten  ahora 
en  esa  industria  y  muchos  se  dedican  a  ella  con  positivo  lucro. 

Los  arboles  que  producen  la  goma  elastica  no  crecen  bien  a  una 
elevacion  mayor  de  500  pies  sobre  el  nivel  del  mar,  y  los  mejores 
terrenos  para  ese  cultivo  son  los  bajos  y  humedos,  pero  no  pan- 
tanosos.  Hace  poco  se  podian  comprar  grandes  porciones  de 
terrenos  muy  aparentes  para  la  produccion  de  la  goma  elastica 
por  25  centavos  el  acre,  pero  con  el  desarrollo  de  la  industria,  el 
valor  de  aquellos  ha  aumentado  y  ahora  cuestan  generalmente  de 
$2  a  $5,  moneda  mexicana,  el  acre.  No  hay  que  olvidar,  sin  em- 
bargo, que  en  esos  terrenos  se  pueden  tambien  sembrar  otras  cosas, 
tales  como  maiz,  frijoles,  etc.,  mientras  que  los  arboles  no  han 
crecido  demasiado,  y  dichos  productos  pueden  venderse  con  sufi- 
cientes  ganancias  para  cubrir  los  primeros  gastos  de  la  plantacion. 

Despues  de  comprar  el  terreno,  el  gasto  principal  es  el  de 
limpiarlo  y  prepararlo.  Al  limpiarlo,  tambien  se  pueden  sacar 
algunas  ventajas,  si  hay  buenos  medios  de  transportacion,  porquc 
los  palos  de  tinte,  el  sandalo,  la  madera  de  aguila,  el  ebano,  la 
caoba,  etc.,  se  venden  a  precios  tan  buenos,  que  su  explotacion  es 
lucrativa. 

Es  conveniente  escoger  los  terrenos  en  las  riberas  de  los  rios, 
donde  el  suelo  es  muy  rico  y  arcilloso  y  la  capa  vegetal  muy 
espesa.  La  presencia  de  muchos  arboles  de  hule  silvestres  indica 
que  el  terreno  es  bueno  para  la  produccion  de  goma  elastica. 
Conviene  dejar  en  pie  los  arboles  ya  desarroUados,  asi  como  los 
tiernos,  a  fin  de  trasplantar  estos  ultimos  a  distancias  conve- 
nientes.  La  estacion  aparente  para  sembrar  los  arboles  tiernos  es  la 
lluviosa,  y  debe  ponerseles  en  hileras,  mediando  15  pies  entrc  arbol 
y  arbol,  y  evitando  que  los  de  una  hilera  queden  enfrente  de  los  de 
otra.  De  esta  manera  se  colocan  como  193  arboles  en  un  acre, 
que  es  el  numero  que  se  puede  poner  con  buenos  resultados.  Una 
vez  sembrados,  no  han  menester  de  cultivo  6  atencion  alguna,  y  lo 
unico  que  se  necesita  es  impedir  que  se  desarrollen  malezas,  para 
lo  cual  conveniene  sembrar  maiz  y  frijoles.  El  arbol  que  produce 
la  goma  elastica  se  propaga  por  medio  de  las  semillas  y  nueces 
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que  caen  del  mismo  en  los  meses  de  mayo  y  junio.  Estas  nueces 
pueden  sembrarse  en  almacigas  y  obtener  asi  un  gran  niimero  de 
plantas,  6  se  pueden  trasplantar  de  los  bosques  los  arboles  cuando 
estan  tiemos. 

A  los  seis  6  siete  anos  la  plantacion  esta  lista  para  rendir  cose- 
cha,  y  de  aqui  en  adelante  cada  arbol  debera  dar  de  3  a  5 
libras  de  goma  elastica.  Calculando  en  600  libras  lo  que  rinden 
193  arboles  y  en  50  centavos  por  libra  la  ganancia  sobre  los  gastos, 
tenemos  una  utilidad  de  $300,  oro,  por  acre.  De  las  diversas 
clases  de  arboles  que  producen  la  goma  elastica  del  comercio,  la 
mejor  y  mas  importante  es  la  conocida  con  el  nombre  de  "  Castilla 
Elastica."  Los  arboles  silvestres  abundan  en  los  bosques  de  los 
estados  de  Veracruz,  Oaxaca,  Chiapas,  Tabasco  y  Campeche. 

JENGIBRE. 

Entre  los  productos  tropicales  de  Mexico,  se  cuenta  el  jengibre. 
Esta  planta  ha  sido  considerada  como  originaria  de  las  regiones 
tropicales  de  Asia  y  de  Africa,  donde  ha  sido  cultivada  desde 
tiempo  inmemorial.  En  los  estados  de  Puebla,  Guerrero  y 
Chiapas,  en  Mexico,  se  la  encuentra  silvestre,  y  se  cree  que  fue 
introducida  por  Francisco  de  Mendoza  como  a  mediados  del  siglo 
diez  y  seis. 

Ademas  de  usarse  como  comestible,  el  jengibre  es  un  valioso 
agente  medicinal  para  la  cura  de  las  fiebres  paludicas  y  otras 
enfermedades  que  existen  en  los  lugares  donde  crece.  Para  el 
cultivo  de  esta  planta  se  necesita  un  suelo  rico,  y  no  crece  en  terre- 
nos  areniscos  6  arcillos,  6  en  los  muy  humedos,  porque  en  estds 
ultimos  la  raiz  se  pudre.  La  planta  ha  menester  de  lluvias 
abundantes  para  desarrollarse,  y  se  necesita  una  temperatura  que 
no  baje  de  40°  F. 

La  epoca  mejor  para  sembrar  el  jengibre  en  Mexico  y  en  la 
America  Central  son  los  meses  de  marzo  y  abril.  Se  entierran 
pedazos  de  la  raiz  a  una  distancia  que  varia  de  1  pie  a  1 8  pulga- 
das.  El  cultivo  se  acemeja  en  general  al  de  la  patata.  La  planta 
florece  en  setiembre  y  octubre,  y  en  enero  esta  lista  para  la  cose- 
cha,  que  exige  muy  poco  trabajo,  pues  se  reduce  a  exir  ler  de  la 
tierra  los  tuberculos.  El  procedimiento  de  preparacion  es  tambien 
muy  sencillo  y  exige  muy  poco  gasto. 

Un  informe  oficial  sobre  este  asunto  dice  que,  bajo  condiciones 
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favorables,  un  acre  de  tierra  debe  producir  4,000  libras  6  mas,  con 
un  costo  de  uno  y  medio  a  dos  centavos  por  libra.  Los  gastos  de 
transportacion  del  lugar  donde  el  jengibre  crece  al  puerto  de  Vera 
Cruz,  no  pasan  de  $1  el  quintal,  incluyendo  los  sacos.  El  precio 
del  articulo  en  Nueva  York  varia  de  12  a  20  centavos  la  libra, 
por  lo  cual  se  puede  ver  que  una  hacienda  de  10  acres  producirfa 
una  ganancia  neta  de  5  a  7,000  pesos  por  aiio. 

EL   CULTIVO    DEL  TABACO. 

Personas  entendidas  en  el  cultivo  y  en  el  arte  de  labrar  el  tabaco, 
opinan  que  este  es  el  momento  mas  opportuno  de  dar  a  conocer 
las  excelentes  calidades  del  tabaco  mexicano  para  capas,  en  com- 
petencia  con  el  articulo  cubano,  que  en  lo  pasado  ha  tenido  el 
primer  puesto  en  el  mercado.  A  causa  del  trastomo  que  la  agri- 
cultura  ha  sufrido  en  Cuba  con  motivo  de  la  revolucion,  grandes 
areas  de  terrenos  que  se  dedican  al  cultivo  del  tabaco,  no  han  pro- 
ducido  nada,  y  los  plantadores  se  han  trasladado  a  Mexico  en 
numero  considerable.  Se  manifiestan  estos  muy  entusiastas 
respecto  de  la  riqueza  del  suelo,  la  abundancia  de  agua.  el  clima, 
etc.  Afirman  tambien  lo  que  muchos  viajeros  han  dicho  ya  acerca 
de  que  los  buenos  terrenos  de  Cuba  para  la  siembra  del  tabaco 
estan  cansados,  y  que  el  alto  precio  de  los  abonos  de  primera  clase 
que  se  necesitan  a  fin  de  poner  a  aquellos  en  perfecta  condicion  para 
el  cultivo,  haria  imposible,  aunque  la  guerra  cesara  ahora,  el 
recuperar  los  antiguos  mercados,  porque  el  producto  mexicano  se 
hace  cada  dia  mas  conocido  y  puede  venderse  con  mas  lucro  que 
el  articulo  cubano. 

El  estado  de  Oaxaca,  en  particular,  posee  condiciones  especiales 
para  la  produccion  de  un  tabaco  que,  debido  a  su  poco  peso,  finura, 
color  y  aroma,  es  excelente  para  capas  y  se  vende  a  precios  muy 
altos  en  los  mercados  del  mundo.  Se  asegura  que  tabaco  de  la 
mejor  calidad  para  capas  y  que  se  vende  a  $4,  oro,  la  libra,  puede 
producirse  en  estas  favorecidas  regiones,  especialmente  en  las  tierras 
altas,  junto  a  Ozumacin,  que  tienen  agua  por  ambos  lados,  y  cuyo 
suelo  esta  compuesto  de  80  ii  85  por  ciento  de  arena,  de  5 
6  6  por  ciento  de  arcilla  blanca,  con  el  resto  de  substancias  vege- 
tables en  descomposicion.  La  ultima  cosecha  de  tabaco  de  Ozu- 
macin y  del  Valle  Nacional  fue,  por  termino  medio,  de  3  a  4 
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arrobas  por  cada  i  ,000  plantas  y  se  vendio  a  razon  de  80  centavos 
a  $1  la  libra.  El  costo  total,  incluycndo  almacigas,  siembra, 
cosecha,  preparacion,  etc.,  asi  como  el  interes  del  dinero,  fue  menos 
dc  15  centavos  por  libra,  lo  cual  deja  ver  una  ganancia  satisfacto- 
ria.  Debido  a  condic.iones  climatologicas  favorables,  el  producto 
resulto  este  ano  de  mejor  calidad,  y  como  no  hubo  necesidad  de 
resiembra,  se  calcula  que  el  costo  de  preparar  el  tabaco  para  el 
mercado  fue  como  de  12  centavos  por  libra.  Cuando  las  plantas 
son  muy  pequenas,  los  compradores  pagan  80  centavos  por  libra, 
pcro  los  plantadorcs  opinan  que  el  precio  justo  es  $  1 .20  por  tabaco 
no  escogido  y  que  ha  de  estar  listo  para  embarcarse  a  fines  de 
febrero  6  principios  de  marzo. 

Cigarros  hechos  de  este  buen  tabaco  ban  sido  conocidos  y 
apreciados  en  paises  extranjeros  por  largo  tiempo.  La  preocupa- 
cion  en  favor  del  tabaco  cubano  para  capas  ha  sido  hasta  ahora 
tan  grande,  que  habia  que  empacar  el  tabaco  en  rama  en  fardos 
parecidos  a  los  que  envian  de  Cuba,  a  fin  de  poder  venderlo 
pronto.  Felizmente  esta  costumbre  va  decayendo  ya,  y  como  la 
&ma  y  buen  nombre  del  tabaco  mexicano  para  capas  van  aumen 
tando,  es  de  esperar  que  la  proxima  cosecha  sera  toda  exportada 
como  tabaco  mexicano  y  nada  mas.  Los  fardos  de  "petate** 
hechos  en  Mexico  ofi-ecen  mas  seguridad  que  los  de  "manta" 
que  hacen  en  el  Habana.  Las  facilidades  para  trasportar  el 
tabaco  de  estos  distritos  por  camino  de  hierro  son  excelentes,  y 
cuando  este  concluido  el  ferrocarril  de  Playa  Vicente  a  Ozumacin, 
el  viaje  a  Tlacotalpan  sera  de  doce  horas  solamente.  Este  puerto 
csta  situado  en  el  Golfo  de  Mexico,  como  a  25  millas  tierra 
adentro,  y  la  profundidad  del  agua  a  lo  largo  de  los  muelles  es  de 
30  pics. 

En  el  estado  de  Chiapas  se  produjo  el  afio  pasado  un  tabaco 

muy  bueno  para  capas,  con  un  gasto  casi  igual  al  que  se  hizo  en 

Oaxaca  y  con  ganancias  semejantes. 
Se  calcula  que  la  cosecha  en  el  distrito  de  San  Andres  Tuxtla 

sera  este  aflo  de  300,000  arrobas.     Aunque  este  tabaco  no  es  igual 

en  calidad  al  de  Ozumacin  y  al  del  Valle  Nacional,  en  el  estado 

de  Oaxaca,  es,  sin  embargo,  muy  bueno. 
Se  ha  calculado  que  un  terreno  de  75  acres,  en  el  que  se  puedan 

sembrar  un  millon  de  plantas  de  tabaco,  rinde  una  cosecha  cuyo 

valor  neto  es  como  de  $62,000.     Dejando  $12,500  para  gastos, 
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sobre  la  base  de  $3  por  arroba,  6  sean  12  centavos  por  libra,  aun 
queda  una  ganancia  de  $50,000  en  solo  la  cosecha  de  tabaco,  sin 
contar  otros  productos  secundarios,  tales  como  maiz,  frijoles,  etc., 
que  aumentan  considerablemente  las  ganancias  en  el  cultivo  de 
dichas  tierras. 


LA  CURTIDURfA  EN  MfiXICO  Y  LAS  VENTAJAS  QUE   OFRECE. 

Entre  las  empresas  que  en  Mexico  presentan  halagadoras  ven- 
tajas  al  capital,  figura  el  establecimiento  de  una  curtiduria  cerca 
de  la  ciudad  de  Mexico,  con  una  fabrica  anexa  en  que  se  prepare 
el  cuero  para  correaje,  para  la  manufactura  de  calzado,  etc. 

En  los  bosques  que  se  encuentran  en  las  altiplanicies  de  Mexico, 
abundan  el  roble  y  otros  arboles  cuyas  cortezas  son  utiles  para 
curtir  cueros.  Se  dedica  especial  atencion  desde  hace  algunos 
anos  al  cultivo  del  canaigre,  planta  que  contiene  gran  cantidad  de 
acido  tanico  y  que  es  muy  aparente  para  curtir  cueros  de  calidad 
superior.  Ya  se  exportan  cantidades  considerables  de  este  articulo 
a  los  Estados  Unidos  y  a  Europa.  El  arbol  Uamado  Cascalote 
(Rhus  Cariaria),  que  se  encuentra  en  abundancia  en  los  estados 
occidentals,  desde  Oaxaca  hasta  Sonora,  tiene  una  corteza  que  se 
exporta  en  grandes  cantidades  para  el  uso  de  las  curtidurias.  La 
produccion  de  este  articulo  en  1895  fue  de  2,176,810  kilogramos, 
con  un  valor  de  $243,070.  Ademas  de  las  mencionadas  cortezas^ 
la  produccion  en  el  mismo  ano  de  otras  usadas  en  la  curtiduria, 
ascendio  a  1 5,000,000  de  kilogramos,  con  un  valor  de  $457, 1 67. 

La  principal  industria  pastoral  de  Mexico  es  la  cria  de  ganado 
vacuno.  Grandes  cantidades  de  reses  vivas  son  exportadas  anual- 
mente  a  los  Estados  Unidos,  ademas  de  las  que  se  necessitan  para 
el  consumo  interior.  En  los  mataderos  de  la  ciudad  de  Mexico 
solamente,  se  mataron,  segun  datos  oficiales,  85,870  reces  en  1895. 
Los  cueros  son  exportados  y  regresan  a  Mexico  ya  curtidos  6  en 
la  forma  de  efectos  manufacturados.  No  hay  razon  para  que  la 
curtiduria  no  sea  hecha  en  gran  escala  y  con  mucho  lucro,  dado  el 
consumo  de  objetos  de  cuero  en  aquel  mercado,  y,  sobre  todo, 
teniendo  a  la  mano  las  materias  que  se  requieren  para  dicha 
industria. 
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PARAGUAY. 

COMERCIO  DURANTE  EL  ANO  DE  1896. 

Los  siguientes  datos  relativos  a  la  situacion  comercial  del  Para- 
guay, han  sido  tbmados  de  un  informe  oficial  de  fecha  reciente. 

AUMENTO    DEL    COMERCIO. 

Puede  decirse  sin  temor  de  equivocarse  que  en  general  el  comercio  del  Para- 
guay esti  desen vol vi^n dose  lentamente,  pero  por  modo  seguro.  El  aumento 
conscante  en  los  ingresos  de  aduana  durante  estos  ultimos  afios,  la  construc- 
a6n  de  nuevos  edificios  para  la  residencia  de  particulares  6  para  el  servicio  del 
comercio,  la  apertura  de  nuevos  establecimientos  y  la  creciente  demanda  de 
artfculosde  lujo,  tales  como  muebles  y  paiios  finos,  asi  como  comestibles  del  extran- 
jero,  son  muestras  positivas  de  una  creciente  prosperidad. 

Hay  en  Montevideo  y  Buenos  Aires  gran  demanda  de  maderas  de  construcci6n, 
caeros,  yerba  mate,  frutas  y  legumbres,  pero  el  surtido  de  estos  productos  no  es 
bastante  todavia  &  cubrir  la  demanda. 

CULTIVO    DEL    TABACO. 

£1  tabaco  era  la  principal,  sino  la  iinica,  planta  que  se  cultivaba  en  el  Paraguay, 
tanto  para  la  exportaci6n  como  para  el  consumo  local ;  pero  debido  &  los  altos 
derechos  de  la  Argentina  y  i  los  bajos  precios  que  se  ofrecian  por  la  hoja,  tanto 
en  aquella  republica  como  en  Europa,  los  labradores  se  han  visto  forzados, 
durante  los  dos  ultimos  afios,  i  sembrar  s61o  poco  mis  de  lo  que  necesitan  para 
tu  consumo  particular :  en  algunos  casos  han  abandonado  par  completo  el  cultivo 
del  tabaco  y  se  han  dedicado  i  los  yerbales  donde  podian  ganar  bastante  bue- 
Dos  salarios.  £1  Gobierno  esti  haciendo  ahora  esfuerzos  especialcs  por  formentar 
esta  industria  y  encontrarle  nuevos  mercados. 

DIFICULTAD    DE    CONSEGUIR    TRABAJADORES. 

En  toda  empresa  particular  en  que  es  necesario  el  empleo  de  muchos  brazos, 
la  cuesti6n  del  trabajo  presenta  serias  dificultades.  Estas  dificultades  no  desa- 
parcccrin  probablcmente  mientras  el  pals  no  est6  mis  poblado,  6  mientras  no 
puedan  obtenerse  trabajadores  extranjeros  en  lugar  de  los  nativos.  Pero  hay 
adcmis  otros  obsticulos  que  veneer,  y  es  la  dificultad  de  trasporte  y  la  falta  de 
medios  de  communicaci6n. 

FERROCARRIL. 

La  iinica  via  f6rrea  en  un  pals  cuya  irea,  sin  contar  el  Chaco,  se  considera  de 
^5»*6o  millas  cuadradas,  es  una  llnea  de   155   millas  de  largo,  que  va  de  la 
Asanci6n  i  Pirap6,y  es  conocidacon  el  nombre  de  Ferrocarril  Central  del  Para- 
jaay.     No  existen  ramales. 
Bull.  No.  7 6 
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VERBA  MATE. 

La  ycrba  mate  6  tc  del  Paraguay  es  el  articulo  de  exportaci6n  mis  importante. 
Hay  dos  clases  de  yerba  mate  en  el  comercio,  pero  la  diferencia  consiste  s61o  en 
la  manera  de  prepararla.  La  clase  conocida  con  el  nombre  de  "  mborovir^  "  sc 
prepara  secando  la  yerba  simplemente  al  horno  y  golpedndola  despu6s  con  palos 
para  dividirla  en  pequefios  pedazos.  La  "molida"  pasa  por  el  mismo  proceso, 
pero  se  muele  despu^s  en  un  molino.  Los  derechos  de  exportaci6n  de  la  primera 
se  aumentaron  en  1895  de  30  centavos  en  papel  4  10  centavos,  oro,  y  los  de  la, 
segunda,  de  25  centavos  en  papel  i  9  centavos,  oro,  por  cada  10  kilos.  El  importe 
de  los  ingresos  de  aduana  procedente  de  este  articulo  £u6,  en  1895,  de  $471,668 
(;£^i 6,845).  ^^^  yerbales  eran  antes  propiedad  del  Estado,  pero  la  mayor  parte 
ha  sido  vendida  y  esti  ahora  en  poder  de  unos  cuantos  capitalistas  y  compa- 
fiias.  La  Compafiia  Industrial  del  Paraguay,  que  es  duefia  de  la  mitad  aproxi- 
madamente  de  los  yerbales  del  pais,  exporta  anualmente  unas  400,000  arrobas 
(4,512  toneladas).  El  total  de  yerba  exportada  durante  el  afio  pasado  se  cal- 
cula  en  9,024  toneladas,  y  el  promedio  de  precio  por  arroba  (25  libras)  fu6  de 
^11.  50  papel  (7s.  8d.). 

MADERA    DE    CONSTRUCCI6N. 

A  causa  de  la  falta  de  estadistica  y  de  datos.de  ninguna  clase,  es  diflcil  hacerun 
c&lculo  cor  recto  de  la  cantidad  de  madera  exportada  durante  el  afio  pasado,  pero 
se  dice  qua  la  exportaci6n  de  este  producto  durante  el  referido  afio  ha  sido 
considerablemente  mayor  que  la  de  1895,  especialmente  la  exportaci6n  de 
madera  dura. 

CURUPAY. 

A  continuaci6n  se  mencionan  las  principales  maderas  con  sus  precios  y  los  usos 
i  que  mejor  se  adaptan: 

El  curupay  es  de  color  rojizo,  duro  en  extremo  y  fuerte;  dura  muchos  afio 
debajo  de  la  tierra  6  del  agua  y  se  usa  principalmente  para  atravesafios  de 
caminos  de  hierro  y  pilotes  para  puentes  y  muelles.  La  c&scara  se  usa  en  el 
curtimiento  de  cueros.  La  gravedad  especifica  es  de  i.i'72  i  0.917,  y  el  precio, 
45  centavos  oro  por  vara. 

gUEBRACHO  COLORADO. 

El  quebraeho  Colorado  es  una  de  las  maderas  mis  duras  y  duraderas  del 
Paraguay,  y  se  dice  que  puede  conservarse  bajo  tierra  6  agua  tan  bien  como  al 
aire.  Es  propio  para  pilotaje,  atravesafios  y  puentes;  tambi6n  se  usa  para 
curtir.  Este  palo  abunda  principalmente  en  el  Chaco,  pero  tambi^n  se  encuentra 
en  la  parte  norte  del  pais.  Gravedad  especifica:  de  1.3922  1.232.  Precio  en 
Asunci6n,  unos  $25  por  tonelada. 

URUNDAYMf. 

El  urundaymi  difiere  poco  del  quebracho  en  resistencia  y  duraci6n,  pero  no 
abunda  tanto;  el  precio  es  el  mismo,  y  su  gravedad  especifica  de  1.091  i  0.920. 
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PETEREVI. 
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El  peterevi  es  una  madera  de  valor  que  se  usa  en  la  fabricaci6n  de  muebles, 
en  trabajos  de  ebanisterla,  etc.  En  veta  y  color  no  difiere  mucho  del  nogal 
americano;  es  susceptible  de  brillante  pulimento,  esde  duraci6n  y  relativamente 
ligero.  Se  dice  que  sirve  tambi^n  para  m&stiles  y  vergas.  Gravedad  especifica, 
dc  0.810  &  6.19.      Precio  en  Asunci6n,  55  centavos  oro,  por  vara 

LAPACHO. 

El  lapacho  es  de  un  color  amarillo  verdoso  y  de  gran  resistencia,  Al  aif e  se 
conserva  sano  por  muchos  afios  y  no  se  raja  ficilmente.  Una  gran  cantidad  de 
esta  madera  se  exporta  i  Buenos  Aires  para  su  empleo  en  la  construcci6n  de 
caminos  de  hierro  y  barcos.  Se  usa  en  el  pais  para  la  construcci6n  de  rayos  de 
niedas,  botes  y  faluas.  El  "  lapacho  crespo  "  es  una  variedad  vcteada,  y  con  ^1 
pueden  hacerse  muebles  hermosos  aunque  pesados.  Gravedad  especifica  de 
1.072  i  0.952.      El  precio  es  de  unos  40  centavos  oro  por  vara. 

YBIRARO. 

£1  ybirar6  y  el  ybirapita  se  usan  principalmente  en  la  construcci6n  de 
muebles  y  ruedas  de  carros.  El  primero  es  superior  al  segundo,  pero  no  es  tan 
abundantc.  Gravedad  especifica  de  1.038  i  0.744.  Precio  en  Asunci6n,  J2 
por  vara. 

PALMAS    NEGRA    Y    ROJA. 

La  palma  negra  y  la  palma  roja  son  en  extremo  duras  y  se  dice  que  i  veces 
^mellan  el  filo  de  las  mejorcs  hachas  de  acero.  La  palma  negra  sirve  para 
cnchapado  fino  y  es  susceptible  de  muy  buen  pulimento.  Estas  maderas  duran 
por  muchos  afios  en  el  agua  y  bajo  tierra.  Se  encuentran  en  el  Chaco  y  el 
Paraguay  propiamente  dicho.     Precio  en  Asunci6n,  $2  poco  mis  6  menos. 

CEDRO    Y    TIMBO. 

^Qtre  las  maderas  mis  ligeras  pueden  mencionarse  las  varias  clases  de  cedro 
7  ^1  timbo.  El  cedro  se  usa  mucho  en  este  pais  para  la  fabricaci6n  de  mue- 
Wcs,  pucrtas,  hojas  de  ventana,  cajas,  etc.;  es  relativamente  barato  y  se  trabaja 
"cilincntc.  Se  encucntra  en  el  sur  y  el  suroeste,  pero  en  el  Alto  Parani  y  en 
'^  Misiones  paraguayas  se  da  una  clase  de  calidad  superior.  El  timbo  es  una 
madera  ligera  de  vetas  semejantes  i  las  del  cedro,  y  crece  i  veces  i  gran  altura  y 
t^niafio.  Los  indios  hacen  de  esta  madera  sus  canoas,  artesas  para  agua,  etc. 
5c  exporta  muy  poco.     Gravedad  especifica,  de  0.440  i  0.328. 

OTRAS    MADERAS. 

^^lo  se  han  mencionado  las  maderas  del  Paraguay  de  mejor  calidad  y  que  mis 
^  usan,  pero  hay  muchas  otras,  entre  las  cuales  pueden  mencionarse  el  tatan6, 
P^lo  santOj  palo  de  lanza,  laurel  negro,  palo  de  rosa,  incienso  y  variedades  de 

citrus 
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La  cantidad  de  madera  transportada  por  ferrocarril  durante  el  afio  pa&ado  se 
calcula  en  30,000  toneladas. 

TOMATES. 

EI  tomate  se  da  bien  en  el  Paraguay,  pero  no  es  tan  grande,  ni  de  color  tan 
intenso  como  el  de  Europa.  Su  demanda  es  grande  en  Buenos  Aires  i  principios 
de  la  primervera,  y  puede  venderse  siempre  i  buen  precio.  Como  unos  3,000 
cestos  fueron  embarcados  rio  abajo  durante  el  afSo  pasado. 

PLATANOS. 

Aunque  el  plitano  crece  aqui  bien  y  es  de  excelente  calidad,  no  se  cultiva  en 
lo  que  propiamente  se  llama  grande  escala.  Los  plitanos  exportados  i  Buenos 
Aires  ascienden  probablemente  i  10,000  racimos. 

LIENZO. 

En  la  importaci6n  de  tejidos,  el  "lienzo"  es  tal  vez  la  clasc  mis  importante,  y 
se  dice  que  procede  casi  exclusivamente  de  Manchester.  Se  usa  mucho  en  este 
pais,  especialmente  por  las  mujeres  y  los  nifios  de  la  clase  pobre  que  hacen  de 
aquel  g6nero  sayas  y  chales  que  usan  en  verano  y  en  invierno.  De  las  clases 
mds  gruesas  se  hacen  toldos,  biombos,  etc.  Parte  de  este  lienzo  viene  de  Ale- 
mania. 

BRAMANTE. 

Otro  importante  articulo  de  importaci6n  es  el  bramante,  parte  del  cual  viene 
de  Alemania,  aunque  en  su  mayar  parte  es  de  fabricaci6n  inglesa.  Las  mujeres 
lo  usan  para  sus  camisas  y  chales. 

CHALES. 

Los  chales  negros  de  lana,  6  mixtos  de  lana  y  algod6n,  conocidos  en  el  pais 
con  el  nombre  de  rebozos,  son  usados  por  casi  todas  las  mujeres.  Estos  chales 
son,  en  su  major  parte,  de  fabricaci6n  alemana  y  belga,  y  sou  preferidos  &  los  que 
se  fabrican  en  Inglaterra,  porque,  son  m&s  baratos  y  los  flecos  son  mis  largos  y 
llevan  mas  labor. 

TELAS  DE  ALGOD6n  DE  COLORES. 

Las  telas  de  algod6n  baratas  y  las  muselinas  vienen  en  su  mayor  parte  de 
Inglaterra.  El  promedio  anual  de  las  ventas  es  de  100,000  piezas  de  24  y  35 
metros.  Los  g6neros  de  esta  clase,  procedentes  de  Alemania,  son  superiores  y 
obtienen,  por  consiguiente,  un  precio  un  tanto  mis  alto. 

DRILES,   GInEROS    PARA    CAMISAS,   ETC. 

Las  varias  clases  de  driles  y  g6neros  de  algod6n  para  ropa  de  hombre  son  de 
fabricaci6n  alemana  6  italiana.  Le  mayor  parte  de  las  telas  para  camisas,  imi- 
taci6n  de  Oxford  y  otras  clases,  proceden  tambi6n  de  Alemania. 
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HILO    DE    ALGOD6n. 

Se  importan  anualmente  unas  3,000  cajas  de  carreteles  de  hilo  de  algod6n  de 
fabncaci6n  inglesa.      B61gica  envia  tambi6n  algo  de  este  articulo. 

ARPILLERA. 

Toda  la  arpillera  que  se  importa  es  procedente  de  Dundee,  y  de  10  &  18  onzas 
en  caiidad.  £1  promedio  de  venta  anual  es  de  unas  500,000  yardas.  Este 
g^nero  se  emplea  principalmente  para  empaquetar  yerba  mate  y  tabaco. 

efectos    de    ferreterfa    y   qulncallerf  a,    porcelana, 

cristalerIa,  etc. 

La  mayor  parte  de  los  articulos  de  ierreteria  y  quincallerfa  que  se  importan, 
son  de  fabricaci6n  alemana  y  obtienen  aqui  preferencia  i  los  de  fabricaci6n 
inglesa  por  raz6n  de  su  baratura.  Los  artefactos  esmaliados,  los  cristales  y  la 
porcelana,  vienen  principalmente  de  Austria,  y  se  dice  que  son  de  caiidad  igual  i 
los  articulos  de  la  misma  clase  t'abricados  en  la  Gran  Bretafia,  pero  mis  baratos. 
Las  herramientas  de  carpinteria,  cucharas,  cuchillos  de  mesa,  tenedores  y  uten- 
silios  de  cocina,  vienen  en  su  mayor  parte  de  Alemania  y  Francia  y  son  de  la 
clase  mas  ordinaria  y  barata.  Hay  aqui  un  comercio  considerable  en  cuchillos 
de  vaina  y  puiiales,  pues  casi  todos  los  paraguayos  cargan  estas  armas  en  sus 
fajas.  Hasta  ahora,  estos  articulos  habian  sido  importados  exclusivamente  de 
Alemania,  pero  ultimamente  se  ban  importado  directamente  de  Inglaterra  algu- 
nas  cajas  de  cuchillos  de  caiidad  superior  que  han  encontrado  aqui  ficil  salida. 
£1  precio  de  cada  uno  es  de  3]^  i  10  pesos. 

ALAMBRE     DE    HIERRO. 

El  alambre  negro  que  se  vende  aqui  para  cercas,  es  de  fabricaci6n  inglesa.  Se 
prcliercn  los  numeros  7,  8  y  9.  Se  importan  anualmente  unos  6,000  rollos  de 
450  yardas  cada  uno. 

INSTRUMENTOS    DE    AGRICULTURA. 

La  venta  de  instrumentos  de  agricultura  no  es  grande  al  presente.  Hachas, 
machetes  y  azadas,  son  los  instrumentos  que  obtienen  mis  demanda,  pues  son  i 
vcccs  los  unicos  que  se  usan  en  este  pais  en  la  preparaci6n  de  la  tierra  para  las 
siembras.  Para  cortar  los  irboles  grandes,  empl6ase  primero  el  machete  y  des- 
pues  el  hacha  para  terminar  la  operaci6n ;  la  azada  se  usa  para  romper  el  suelo. 
La  mayor  parte  de  los  arados  que  de  vcz  en  cuando  se  ven  en  uso,  son  fabricados 
tn  el  pais  y  ticnen  rejas  de  madera.  La  mayor  parte  de  las  hachas  y  picos  que 
seven  en  los  establecimientos,  son  fabricados  en  los  Estados  Unidos.  De  igual 
febricaci6n  son  los  azadones,  palas  y  azadas,  pues  solo  unos  cuantos  de  estos 
instrumentos  vienen  de  Inglaterra  y  Alemania.  Al  presente,  hay  muy  poca 
demanda  de  estos  articulos. 
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AZtJCAR. 

A  pcsar  de  que  la  cafia  crece  en  abundancia,  no  se  fabrica  azdcar.  Todo  el 
azdcar  que  se  consume  en  el  pais  se  importa  de  Buenos  Aires  y  es  de  fabricaci6n 
francesa.     Se  importan  anualmente  unos  8,000  barriles  de  115  kilos  cada  uno. 

ARROZ. 

La  importaci6n  anual  de  arroz  se  calcula  eh  3,000  sacos  del  Uamado  de  Bremen 
J  en  1,000  del  conocido  con  el  nombre  de  "Piemontc."     En  el  pais  se  cultiva 
solamente  una  pequefia  cantidad,  que  es  inferior  al  arroz  importado,  y  cuesta  de 
$6.50  i  $i7  la  arroba  (25  libras). 

VELAS. 

La  mayor  parte  de  las  velas  de  estearina  que  se  importan  proceden  de  Amster- 
dam.    Las  velas  de  sebo  y  de  cera  se  fabrican  en  el  pais, 

petr6leo  refinado. 

El  petr61eo  refinado — unas  10,000  cajas  anualmente — se  importa  de  los  Escados 
Unidos. 

CERVEZA,    VINOS    Y    LICORES. 

Cierta  cantidad  de  la  cerveza  que  se  fabrica  en  Alemania,  Montevideo  y 
Buenos  Aires  se  importa  aqui  en  botellas,  pero  la  mayor  parte  de  la  cerveza 
que  se  consume  en  el  pais  es  de  fabricaci6n  local.  Por  raz6n  de  su  ligera 
consistencia  y  su  adaptabilidad  al  clima,  estas  cervezas  obtienen  preferencia 
sobre  la  cerveza  inglesa  De  Francia,  Italia  y  Espana  se  importan  vinos  en 
barricas  y  en  botellas.  Tambi6n  se  fabrica  vino  en  el  pais.  No  es  de 
importancia  el  consumo  de  licores.  extranjeros. 

PRINCIPALES  COSECHAS. 

Las  principales  plantas  que  se  cosechan  son  maiz,  mandioca,  cafia  de  aziicar, 
tabaco,  alfalfa  y  frijolcs.  £1  maiz  y  la  mandioca  constituyen  el  principal  alimento 
de  los  campesinos  y  de  la  clase  pobre.  Es  muy  diflcil  conservar  el  maiz  por 
cierto  tiempo,  pues  apenas  se  almacena  es  atacado  por  el  gorgojo.  El  precio 
del  maiz  varia  entre  50  centavos  (4  d.)  y  $2  ( 1.  s.  4d.)  por  arroba.  La  mandioca, 
es  todavia  el  sustituto  del  pan  entre  una  gran  parte  de  la  poblaci6n  del  campo. 
En  los  pueblos  se  han  establecido  molinos  de  harina  y  panaderias,  y  el  consumo 
del  pan  se  esti  extendiendo  con  preferencia  al  de  la  mandioca, 

TRIGO. 

£1  trigo  se  importa  de  la  Argentina.  Se  ha  intentado  varias  veces  el  cultivo 
de  este  cereal  en  el  Paraguay,  pero  sin  6xito. 

CANA  DE  AZCCAR. 

Se  da  bien  aqui  la  cafia  de  az6car  y  hay  numerosas  plantaciones  situadas  en 
diversas  secciones   del  pais,  pero  hasta  el  presente  se  ha  derivado  muy  poco 
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deneficio  de  esce  cultivo.  No  se  produce  aziicar.  Una  compafila  se  ha  formado 
recientemente  con  el  objeto  de  completar  y  explotar  una  f&brica  de  aziicar  en 
Ibitimiy  en  la  linea  del  ferrocarril.  El  duefio  de  esta  fibrica  quebr6  antes  de 
que  los  edi£cios  y  trabajos  de  instalaci6n  se  concluyeran.  Sin  embargo,  el 
capital  que  se  nececita  no  ha  sido  suscrito  todavla.  Casi  el  (inico  uso  &  que 
destinan  los  paraguayos  la  cafia  de  aziicar  consiste  en  la  destilaci6n  de  aguardiente 
7  fabricaci6n  de  ron.  Abundan  en  el  pais  trapiches  de  madera  y  pequefios 
alambiques. 

ALFALFA. 

La  alfalfa  produce  de  cuatro  i  cinco  cosechas  al  aflo  y  se  vende  de  30  cen- 
tavos  i  $1.30  la  arroba.  Se  dice  que  la  yerba  mala  obstaculiza  considerable- 
mente  el  cultivo  de  esta  planta. 

CA¥t. 

£1  cultivo  del  caf6  esti  todavla  en  estado  experimental,  pero  se  estin  fomen- 
tando  numerosos  cafetales  en  diferentes  partes  del  pais  y  especialmente  en  los 
establecimientos  del  Gobierno.  £1  cafetal  m4s  grande  esti  situado  en  el  Departa- 
mento  de  Emboscada,  cerca  de  la  colonia  de  San  Bernardino,  que  es  un  estable- 
cimiento  alemin,  situado  en  la  orilla  norte  de  la  laguna  Ipacary,  la  cual  esti 
cerca  de  la  estaci6n  de  ferrocarril  de  Patifiocu6  y  distante  unos  36  kilometros  de 
Asanci6n.  En  este  cafetal  hay  ya  unos  200,000  matas  en  producci6n,  cuyo 
fruto  se  dice  que  es  superior  al  caf6  brasilero.  Hasta  la  fecha  los  resultados 
son  satisfactorios  y  alentadores,  pero  no  es  posible  decir  al  presente  si  la  empresa 
dejari  utilidades  en  definitiva. 

El  Gobierno  asiste  &  los  plantadores  de  caf6,  facilit&ndoles  la  adquisici6n  de  la 
semilla  y  ofreci^ndoles  un  premio  de  30  centavos  por  cada  mata  transplantada 
en  buenas  condiciones  al  tiempo  de  la  solicitud.  Puede  solicitarse  tambi6n  un 
pr6stamo  de  30  centavos  por  cada  mata,  pagadero  en  do«  plazos  anuales  de  15 
centavos  por  mata. 

algod6n. 

El  algod6n  se  cultiva  en  pequena  escala  y  es  de  excelente  calidad.  Con  tra- 
bajadores  buenos  y  en  numero  suficiente  el  algod6n  podria  cultivarse  en  mayor 
escala  que  en  la  actualidad.  El  Banco  Agricola  se  prepara  i  comprar  algod6n 
con  semilla  y  sin  semilla  &  $4  y  $12  por  arroba,  respectivamente. 

OTRAS    PLANTAS    TEXTILES. 

Hay  varias  clascs  de  plantas  textiles  en  el  pais,  entre  las  cuales  puede, men- 
cionarsc  la  caraguata  que  es  una  especiede  pina  silvestre  que  crece  profusamente 
en  muchos  lugares.  El  rami6  se  ha  cultivado  con  ^xito  en  varias  partes  y  se  en- 
contr6  que  podian  hacerse  cuatro  6  cinco  corte's  al  afio,  pero  hubo  necesidad  de 
abandonar  las  plantaciones  por  falta  de  maquinaria  descortezadora. 

ACEITE    DE    COCO. 

EI  coco  abunda  en  todo  el  pais  y  el  aceite  que  de  61  sc  extrae  es  de  excelente 
calidad  y  se  usa  aqui  principalmente  en  la  fabricaci6n  de  jabones.     £1  Banco 
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Agricola  ha  enviado  muestras  de  estc  aceitc  i  Europa  y  se  han  recibido  pcdidos 
de  Ingaterra  6  Italia  en  cantidad  mayor  de  la  de  que  el  Banco  puede  disponeren 
la  actualidad.     £1  precio  que  el  Banco  paga  por  el  coco  es  de  $2.70  por  arroba. 

NECESIDAD    DE    MAQUINAS    PARA    CASCAR    EL    COCO. 

Tal  vez  sea  convenience  decir  aqui,  que  para  el  propio  desarrollo  de  la  indus- 
tria  del  aceite  de  coco  en  este  pais,  se  hace  necesario  el  empleo  de  m&quinas  de 
mano  para  descascarar  el  coco.  Las  pocas  ahora  en  uso  estin  en  Asunci6n  y 
no  dan  buenos  rcsultados.  La  miquina  debiera  construirse  de  modo  que  pudiera 
romper  la  ciscara  del  coco  sin  dafiar  la  pulpa  y  producir  unas  50  libras  de  coco 
por  hora.  La  m&quina  debe  quebrar  la  c^scara  lo  suficiente  para  facilitar  la 
extracci6n  i  mano  de  la  pulpa,  de  la  cual  el  90  por  ciento,  &  lo  menos,  deberi 
salir  de  la  m&quina  entero.  £1  material  de  las  m&quinas  debe  ser  resistente  y  la 
construccion  lo  m4s  scncilla  posible.  Su  precio  no  debe  exceder  de  10  libras 
esterlinas.  Como  el  tamafio  del  coco  no  es  uniforme,  debe  insertarse  una  pieza 
que  distribuya  los  cocos  entre  las  diferentes  cascadoras,  segun  su  tamafio. 

Un  cierto  ndmero  de  estas  m&quinas,  tal  como  quedan  descritas,  encontraria 
inmediata  salida. 

crIa  de  ganado. 

La  cria  de  ganado  es  negocio  m^s  productivo  que  la  mayor  parte  de  las  otras 
industrias  del  Paraguay ;  es,  al  menos,  segun  se  dice,  uno  de  los  negocios  mis 
seguros.  £1  aumento  anual  del  ganado  en  una  estancia  puede  calcularse  de  25 
i  35  por  ciento,  pero  el  ultimo  tanto  por  ciento  mencionado  talvez  no  podria 
obtenerse  sino  en  estancias  donde  los  animales  reciben  el  propio  cuidado  y  donde 
el  pasto  es  de  calidad  superior  al  ordinario. 

El  ganado  cs  atacado  raras  veccs  de  infecciones  epizo6ticas,  por  mis  que 
existen  otros  peligros  i  que  esti  expuesto  con  frecuencia  y  de  los  cuales  i 
menudo  victinia.  £stos  son  las  moscas,  culebras,  gusanos,  sequins  y,  i  veccs, 
los  jaguarcs. 

PRECIO  DE  LA  TIERRA. 

« 

Los  mejores  terrenos  se  encuentran  en  los  departamentos  de  Villa  Concepci6n, 
San  Pedro,  San  Estanislao,  Ajos,  Misiones,  Neembucu,  Caacupu  y  Caazapi. 
Una  legua  cuadrada  de  tierra  (5,76  acres)  puede  comprarse  por  45  libras  esterlinas 
6  mis;  el  precio  varia  segun  la  clase  de  tierra,  su  situaci6n  y  clase  de  yerba  que 
produce. 

Algunos  terrenos  pertenecientes  i  la  Anglo- Paraguayan  Company,  Limited, 
que  es  propietaria  de  unas  3,460  millas  cuadradas  de  tierra  en  la  Republica,  se 
vendieron  recientemente  i  raz6n  de  ;^50o  la  legua;  pero  este  es  un  precio 
exccpcional  y  cualquiera  porci6n  'de  tierra,  tal  vez  de  tan  buena  calidad  como 
aqu611a,  puede  comprarse  por  mucho  menos  de  la  mitad  de  aquella  suma. 

Debe  procederse  con  gran  cuidado  en  la  compra  de  terrenos  en  Paraguay, 
pues  los  titulos  son  i  menudo  defcctuosos.  Por  consiguiente,  antes  de  firmar 
un  contrato,  debe  consultarse  la  opini6n  de  un  abogado  respetable,  en  cuanto  i 
la  validez  de  los  titulos  del  vendedor. 
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INDUSTRIAS. 

Con  excepci6ii  de  las  industrias  de  la  yerba  mate,  la  madera,  el  tabaco  y  las 

frutas,  hay  pocas  mis  de  importancia  en  el  pals.      Hay  varias  cervecerias,  tene- 

rias,  f&bricas  de  f6sforos  y  molinos  de  harina  establecidos  en  Asunci6n  y  cerca 

de  clla.      Hay  tambi^n  una  fibrica  de  jab6n  cerca  de  la  ciudad,  y  con  el  aceite  dc 

coco  se  fabrica  jab6n  de  bastante  buena  calidad.      Tambi6n  se  fabrican  en  la 

capital,  y  en  varios  otros  puntos  del  pais,  ladrillos  y  tejas,  jarros  y  botellas  de 

barro,  escobas,  sombreros  de  palma,  hielo,   frutas  en  conserva,  agua  de  soda, 

tabacos,  cigarros  y  velas.      Como  ya  he  observado,  hay  alambiqucs  para  la  pro- 

ducci6n  de  aguardiente  en  todo  el  pais.     Las  mujeres  hacen  una  clase  de  encaje 

peculiar  y  artistico,  asi  como  manteles,  servilletas,  sobrecamas,  camisas  y  ex- 

celentes  hamacas  de  algod6n  basto  del  pais.     Tambi6n  hacen  velas  de  sebo  y  de 

cera. 

VAPORES. 

Hay  dos  lineas  de  vapores  de  pasajeros  entre  el  puerto  de  Asunci6n  y  el  rlo 
dcla  Plata.  Cada  una  de  estas  lineas  hace  un  viaje  semanal.  Tambi^n  hay  el 
*^rvicio  quincenal  (de  carga  solamente)  de  los  barcos  de  la  "  Brazilian  Lloyd," 
^ntre  Montevideo  y  Corumba,  haciendo  escalas  en  Buenos  Aires  y  Asunci6n. 


PERU. 

EL  DISTRITO  AURIFERO  DE  CARABAYA. 

Sll  Ministro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Lima,  Senor  Dudley, 

na  enviado  ultimamente  al  Departamento  de  Estado  un  intbrme 

fec\iado  el  8  de  noviembre  de  1 897,  respecto  del  distrito  aurifero  de 

Carabaya,  en  el  Peru,  y  asegura  que  la  pintura  que  alii  se  hace  de 

la  citada  region  es  exacta  y  fidedigna.     Los  datos  sobre  que  esta 

^ado  dicho  informe  fueron  suministrados  por  el  ingeniero  civil 

E-  J.  Prew,  quien  examino  personalmente  las  minas  de  oro  de 

Carabaya. 

Opina  el  Senor  Prew  que,  comparativamente  hablando,  el  pais 
a^n  no  esta  desarroUado  y  que  por  donde  quiera  se  encuentran 
filones  y  depositos  muy  ricos.  Como  el  pais  esta  cubierto  de 
"^sques  muy  espesos,  es  dificil  explorarlo.  Generalmente  se 
^^scubren  las  minas  siguiendo  el  curso  de  los  rios  que  arrastran 
^n  sus  corrientes  sustancias  minerales.  La  mina  mas  importante 
4^c  ahora  se  explota,  es  la  de  Santo  Domingo,  que  una  compania 
Americana  compro    ultimamente,  al  contado,   pagando   por   ella 
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;^5'7,ooo.  Esta  corporacion  tiene  ahora  en  camino  un  molino  de 
veinte  pilones  con  todos  los  accesorios  necesarios  para  triturar  y 
amalgamar  minerales.  El  filon  de  la  mina  Santo  Domingo  varia 
de  un  pie  seis  pulgadas  a  ocho  pies  de  ancho  y  contiene  oro  en  la 
proporcion  de  8  a  800  onzas  por  tonelada.  En  algunas  partes  se 
ha  encontrado  el  precioso  metal  en  estado  casi  puro.  Los  operarios 
que  se  emplean  son  generalmente  indios,  a  quienes  se  les  pagan 
40  cent^vos  al  dia,  moneda  boliviana. 

Otros  minas  ricas  que  se  hallan  en  este  distrito  son  las  de  San 
Juan,  Raquel  y  Maria,  cuya  produccion  durante  los  diez  y  ocho 
meses  pasados,  unida  a  la  de  Santo  Domingo,  arroja  un  total  de 
2,500  libras  del  precioso  metal. 

Se  conceden  a  los  compradores  de  minas  de  oro  tres  meses  des- 
de  la  fecha  de  la  denuncia  para  examinar  el  titulo  de  propiedad ;  al 
terminar  este  plazo,  se  les  ortogan  generalmente  noventa  dias  mas, 
despues  de  lo  cual,  si  no  se  toma  posesion  de  la  mina,  esta  puede 
ser  denunciada  de  nuevo  por  otras  personas.  Desde  el  momento 
en  que  se  establece  un  titulo  perfecto  de  propiedad,  el  Gobierno 
recibe  anualmente  15  soles  por  cada  pertenencia. 

El  unico  obstaculo  a  la  explotacion  con  buen  exito  de  esta 
region  minera,  es  la  falta  de  medios  de  comunicacion.  Las 
mercancias  son  llevadas  a  cuestas  por  indios  y  los  viajeros  van  casi 
siempre  en  mulas.  Cuando  hay  que  cruzar  rios  que  por  su  pro- 
fundidad  no  es  posible  vadear,  y  donde  no  existen  balsas,  extien- 
den  un  cable  de  hierro  de  un  lado  a  otro,  y  el  viajero,  suspendido 
dentro  de  un  cajon  6  canasta,  es  conducido  de  una  ribera  a  otra 
por  medio  de  un  sistema  de  motones.  El  costo  de  trasportar 
maquinaria  es  excesivo.  De  las  estaciones  mas  inmediatas  en  el 
ferrocarril  de  Juliana-Sicuani  cobran  j(^^o  per  tonelada. 

CONSTRUCCION  DE  UN  FERROCARRIL. 

En  el  BoLETfN  Mensual  correspondiente  al  mes  de  deciembre 
de  1895,  se  publicaron  los  puntos  principales  de  la  concesion 
otorgada  a  Mr.  Cuthbert  B.  Jones  y  sus  asociados,  ciudadanos  de 
los  Estados  Unidos.  En  cumplimiento  de  su  contrato,  estos 
caballeros  organizaron  ultimamente  en  los  Estados  Unidos  una 
corporacion  con  el  nombre  de  la  Compania  del  Pacifico,  y  a  la 
fecha  los  ingenieros  estan  haciendo  el  trazo  del  ferrocarril  a  que  la 
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concesion  se  refiere.  La  linea  principal  partira  del  puerto  de 
Cherrepe  y  se  extendera  hacia  el  oriente,  en  la  provincia  trasandina 
de  Hualgayoc,  como  230  kilometres.  Esta  via  abrira  al  comer- 
cio  una  region  muy  rica  en  carbon,  plata  y  petr6leo,  que  ofirece 
tambien  vasto  campo  a  la  agricultura  por  la  posibilidad  de  cultivar 
alli  la  cana  de  azucar,  arroz,  granos,  cafe,  cacao  y  tabaco.  Se 
asegura  que  cuando  esta  linea  llegue  hasta  la  inagotable  region 
carbonera  de  Hualgayoc,  se  obtendra  un  carbon  que  es  una  com- 
binacion  del  bituminoso  y  de  la  antracita,  tan  rico  como  el  de 
Pennsylvania,  y  que  se  vendera  en  el  puerto  de  Cherrepe  a  $2  la 
tonelada,  en  competencia  con  el  carbon  ingles  y  otros  que  actual- 
mente  se  venden  en  el  mismo  lugar  a  un  precio  que  varia  de  $7 
a  $20  la  tonelada.  Se  cree  que,  dada  esta  gran  diferencia  de  precio, 
dichas  minas  podran  proveer  los  mercados  de  la  costa  Pacifico, 
desde  Chile  hasta  San  Francisco,  y  hasta  los  del  Japon  y  China. 

El  Gabinete  del  Peru  ha  sido  organizado  ultimamente  como 
sigue: 

Primer  Ministro  y  Ministro  del  Interior,  Senor  Rom  ana. 

Ministro  de  Relaciones  Exteriores,  Senor  Riva-Aguero. 

Ministro  de  Hacienda,  Senor  Rey. 

Ministro  de  Formento,  Seiior  Flores. 

Ministro  de  Justicia,  Senor  Lavalle  y  Pardo. 

Ministro  de  Guerra  y  Marina,  Senor  Rosa  Gil. 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

PARRAFOS  DE^  MENSAJE  DEL  PRESIDENTE. 

En  su  Mensaje  al  Cong-eso,  al  abrirse  las  sesiones  ordinarias  de 
cste  cuerpo  el  lunes  6  de  diciembre,  el   Presidente   McKinley 

hace  referencia  al  asunto  de  reciprocidad  comercial  con  paises 

cxtranjeros,  en  los  siguientes  terminos: 

A  fin  dc  poner  en  ejccuci6n,  tan  pronto  como  sea  posible,  las  disposiciones 
contcnidas  en  la  tercera  y  cuarta  secci6n  de  la  Ley  Arancelaria,  aprobmda  el 
^  dc  Julio  de  1897,  he  nombrado  al  Honorable  John  A.  Kasson,  de  Iowa, 
comisionado  especial  plenipotenciario  para  que  entable  las  negociaciones  nccesa- 
rias  con  aqucllos  paises  extranjeros  que  deseen  aprovecharse  de  dichas  disposi- 
ciones. Ya  se  ha  dado  principio  &  las  negociaciones  con  algunos  Gobiernos, 
tamo  europeos  como  americanos.     Creo  que  ejcrciendo  cuidadosamente  el  poder 
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que  dicha  ley  me  conficre,  se  salvarin  6  evitarSn  en  gran  parte  algunas  dc  las 
dificultades  con  que  nuestro  pais  y  los  otros  tropiezan  en  sus  mutuas  relaciones 
comerciales,  y  que  el  trafico  entre  las  partes  contratantes  puede  aumentarse 
ventajosamente. 

El  Mensaje  se  ocupa  largamente  en  tratar  de  la  importancia  y 
utilidad  que  la  conclusion  del  Canal  de  Nicaragua  tiene  para  el 
comercio  del  continente  americano.  Acerca  de  este  proyecto  el 
Presidente  dice  lo  siguiente : 

Asunto  de  magna  importancia  para  este  pais,  y  que  cada  dia  aprecia  m&s 
nuestro  pueblo,  cs  la  terminaci6n  de  la  gran  via  comercial  entre  el  Atlintico  y 
el  Pacifico  que  lleva  el  nombre  de  Canal  de  Nicaragua.  Su  utilidad  y  valor 
para  el  comercio  americano  son  universalmente  admitidos. 

Ya  estd  dedicada  i  su  empresa  la  comisi6n  nombrada  el  24  de  julio  iiltimo 
para  continuar  los  estudios  6  inspecciones  autorizados  por  la  ley  de  marzo  de 
1895,  con  objeto  de  determinar  la  ruta  mds  conveniente,  practicabilidad  y  costo 
de  construcci6n  del  Canal  de  Nicaragua,  i  fin  de  levantar  pianos  completes  para 
todas  las  obras  de  construcci6n.  A  su  debido  tiempo  tendr6  ocasi6n  de  tras- 
mitir  al  Congreso  el  Lnforme  de  esta  comisi6n,  haciendo  i  la  vez  las  consideraciones 
que  crea  del  caso. 

EL  CANAL  DE  NICARAGUA. 

El  17  de  enero  proximo  se  reunira  en  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
una  convencion  con  el  objeto  de  pedir  con  urgencia  al  Congreso 
que  destine  el  dinero  para  la  construccion  del  canal  de  Nicaragua. 
Este  movimiento  ha  sido  iniciado  por  personas  distinguidas  de 
aquella  ciudad  que  se  dedican  al  comercio,  a  empresas  de  ferro- 
carril,  a  manufacturas  y  a  la  compra  y  venta  de  bienes  raices.  Se 
ha  pedido  a  los  gobernadores  de  los  Estados  del  Oeste  que  nom- 
bren  delegados  a  la  convencion  y  que  atiendan  a  ella  en  persona. 

Mr.  James  H.  Harkless,  que  es  el  promotor  original  del  pro- 
yecto y  presidente  de  la  asociacion,  dice  T  ese  respecto  lo  siguiente.- 

El  Gobierno  no  podria  gas  tar  dinero  con  m^s  provecho  para  los  Estados  que 
se  hallan  al  oeste  del  Misisipi,  que  invirti6ndoie  en  la  construcci6n  de  un  canal  i 
trav^s  del  istmo  que  una  el  Atlintico  con  el  Pacifico.  En  la  actualidad  estamos 
construyendo  un  puerto  sobre  el  Golfo  de  Mexico  para  el  embarque  de  granos, 
(Port  Arthur),  en  la  extremidad  del  ferrocarril  llamado  Pittsburgh  &  Gulf,  y 
de  esta  manera  Kansas  City  quedard  700  millas  mds  cerca  de  la  costa  de  lo  que 
estaba  antes.  Una  Hnea  de  navios  llcvari  nuestros  granos  y  productos  de  dicho 
puerto  i  Europa.  Porqu6  no  pueden  estos  barcos  entrar  eh  competencia  con 
otros  en  el  Pacifico  como  van  &  hacerlo  en  el  Atlintico?  La  (inica  raz6n  es  que 
tendrian  que  dar  la  vuelta  al  Cabo  de  Homos  y  navegar  10,000  millas  mis  que 
si  el  canal  estuviera  abierto.  El  canal  nos  trairia  directamente  el  comercio  dc 
las  islas  del  Pacifico  y  haria  mis  baratos  los  fletes  entre  los  ya  referidos  Estados 
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del  Misisipi  y  la  China.  Todo  demuestra  que  cste  Gobierno  debe  const ruir, 
posecr  y  dominar  el  canal.  El  plan  de  Lesseps  era  construir  un  canal  de  treinta 
xnillas  de  largo  y  en  linea  recta  &  trav^s  del  istmo.  Se  calcula  que  el  canal 
americano  costaria  como  $100,000,000,  pero  este  gasto  nada  signiHcaria  com- 
parado  con  las  ventajas  que  este  pais  reportaria.  Si  los  Estados  Unidos  no  lo 
construyen,  otro  pals  lo  har^. 

IMPORTACION  DE  CUEROS  Y  PIELES. 

A  pesar  de  la  inmensa  cantidad  de  cuero  crudo  que  sale  de  los 
mataderos  de  Chicago  y  otras  ciudades  de  importancia,  los  Estados 
Unidos  se  ven  obligados  a  acudir  al  extranjero  en  busca  del  que 
necesitan  para  abastecer  sus  tenerias. 

El  valor  de  los  cueros  sin  curtir  que  se  importan  anualmente 
alcanza  a  la  suma  de  $20,000,000.  Los  cueros  se  importan  ya 
completamente  secos  6  salados  de  fresco 

Las  pieles  de  cabra  constituyen  casi  la  mitad  de  la  importacion, 

b  scan  $10,000,000  anuales;  Espana  hace  la  mayor  parte  de  la 

importacion  de  este  articulo.     Ocupan  el  segundo  lugar  los  cueros 

de  buey  y  de  vaca,  importados  principalmente  de  la  Republica 

Argentina  y  del  Uruguay. 

La  importacion  de  pieles  y  cueros  curtidos,  que  antes  era  muy 
grande,  ha  decrecido  considerablemente  durante  la  ultima  decada. 
^1  tafilete  ocupa  el  primer  lugar;  su  importacion  anual  es  de 
%50o,ooo;  las  pieles  de  carnero  vienen  en  segundo  termino,  con 
^^3  importacion  de  $650,000;  en  este  articulo  Francia  es  la 
P'''ncipal  proveedora;  vienen  en  ultimo  lugar,  la  suela,  con  una 
"^pc^rtacion  de  $160,000;  el  cuero  curtido  a  casca,  $20,000,  y 
tros  productos  en  cantidad  insignificante. 

L^^s  Estados  Unidos  exportan  un  numero  muy  reducido  de 
uerc^5  y  pieles  crudos,  pero  si  exportan  ciertas  manufacturas  de 
esta  cilase,  principalmente  zapatos. 


VENEZUELA. 

COMERCIO  DE  TRANSITO  CON  COLOMBIA. 

*^1  Congreso  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  Venezuela,  en  su  ultima 

*^s^6n,  aprobo  un  codigo  de  leyes  sobre  el  comercio  de  transito 

^^^te  aquel  pais  y  Colombia.     Estas  leyes  regulan  et  transito 

^  las  mercancias  extranjeras  por  la  Republica  de  Colombia  en 

los  puertos  de  Maracaibo  y  Cucuta,  y  reciprocamente  el  transito 
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por  Vene^ula   de   las   mercancias   colombianas  destinadas  a  la 
exportacion  por  el  puerto  de  Maracaibo. 
El  articulo  2°  del  codigo  dice: 

La  introducci6n  de  mercancias  extranjeras  por  el  puerto  de  Maracaibo^  de 
tr&nsito  para  Coloinbia,  quedarin  sujetas  &  todas  las  formalidades,  condiciones, 
y  penas  establecidas  por  las  leyes  de  aduana  respecto  de  las  mercancias  impor- 
tadas  en  Venezuela. 

Las  mercancias  de  transito  seran  enviadas  bajo  factura  consular 
por  separado,  consignandose  que  los  articulos  se  destinan  a  un 
punto  6  a  puntos  en  Colombia.  Los  generos  asi  destinados 
podran  permanecer  en  deposito  por  treinta  dias  en  la  aduana  de 
Maracaibo.  Antes  de  que  los  generos  se  embarquen  para  el 
interior  se  exijira  del  dueiio  que  deposite  en  la  oficina  correspon- 
diente  un  ctrtificado  pro  forma  ;  las  hojas  en  bianco  para  la  exten- 
sion de  este  documento  podran  obtenerse  en  las  aduanas. 

Ademas  de  los  derechos  de  importacion  ordinarios,  los  importa- 
dores  pagaran  uno  por  ciento  sobre  el  importe  de  la  factura  como 
derecho  de  almacenaje. 

La  misma  ley  autoriza  la  admision  en  Venezuela,  por  la  aduana 
de  San  Antonio  del  Tachira,  de  las  manufacturas  y  productos  nati- 
vos  de  Colombia. 

El  articulo  32  dice: 

Las  frutas  y  productos  naturales  de  Columbia  ser&n  admitidos  libres  de  derechos 
en  las  aduanas  de  Maracaibo  y  Tachira  mientras  los  de  Venezuela  disfruten  de 
los  mismos  privilegios  en  Colombia. 

Por  el  articulo  33  los  productos  nativos,  manufacturados  en 
Colombia,  estan  sujetos  al  pago  de  los  derechos  establecidos  en  la 
tarifa  de  Venezuela,  segun  sus  respectivas  clases.  Estas  leyes 
empezaron  a  regir  el  primero  de  octubre  del  presente  ano,  dero- 
gando  todas  las  leyes  anteriores  relativas  al  comercio  de  transito 
entre  los  dos  paises. 


LA    EXPOSICI6N    PAN-AMERICANA    DEL 

NIAGARA. 

En  el  numero  del  Boletin  correspondiente  al  mes  de  octubre, 
se  publico  una  extensa  descripcion  del  proyecto  de  la  Exposicion 
Pan- Americana  del  Niagara,  y  se  dieron  a  conocer  los  nombres  de 
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sus  principales  iniciadores  y  los  de  los  miembros  de  la  comision 
organizadora. 

El  proyecto  tan  meritorio  en  si  mismo,  ideado  con  el  objeto  de 
acercar  mas  entre  si  a  los  pueblos  e  industrias  del  hemisferio  occi- 
dental, parece  que  esta  recibiendo  toda  la  atencion  que  merece, 
tanto  en  los  Estados  Unidos  como  en  el  extranjero.  La  magnitud 
de  la  obra  y  la  energia  con  que  se  esta  desenvolviendo,  ban  recomen- 
dado  el  proyecto  a  la  consideracion  del  Gobierno  nacional. 
Tratase  de  obtener  del  Congreso  una  consignacion  que  al  mismo 
tiempo  que  de  al  proyecto  la  sancion  del  Gobiemo  nacional,  sen- 
tandolo  asi  sobre  una  base  firme  por  medio  de  su  auxilio  material, 
sirva  tambien  para  preparar  de  la  manera  debida  la  mejor  exhibi- 
cion  de  los  productos  especial es  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Los  nombres  que  figuran  a  la  cabeza  del  proyecto,  son  una  garan- 
tia  de  que  el  apoyo  del  Gobiemo  sera  debidamente  secundado  y 
que  la  exposicion  sera  rival,  en  muchos  particulares,  de  la  Expo- 
stcion  Universal  y  superior  a  esta  en  algunos  respectos. 

El  lugar  escogido  es,  por  demas,  apropiado  al  objeto,  pues  es 

una  isla  en  el  rio   Niagara,  que  cuenta  con  un  area  bastante 

cxtensa,  y  situada  a  la  vista  de  la  poderosa  catarata,  cuyas  titanicas 

fiierzas  no  se  ban  utilizado  hasta  el  presente,  sirviendo  solo  como 

el  espectaculo  mas  grande  ofrecido  al  hombre  por  la  naturaleza. 

El  tiempo  es  oportuno  tambien  para  dar  a  conocer  el  progreso 

nacional  del  Nuevo  Mundo  en  el  siglo  diez  y  nueve.     Mexico  y 

las  principales  republicas  de  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur  ban 

solicitado  espacio,  que  ya  se  ha  concedido  y  asignado,  para  la 

exhibicion  de  sus  respectivos  productos. 

El  Secretario,  Mr.  R.  C.  Hill,  hablando  de  la  exposicion  y  sus 
propositos,  dice : 

"Lo  que  nos  proponemos  es  mostrar  el  progreso  de  este  hemis- 
ferio en  sus  principales  ordenes,  y  abrir  una  gran  exposicion  de 
arte  e  industria.  No  es  una  exposicion  universal,  y  solo  es  inter- 
nacional  por  cuanto  en  ella  habran  de  figurar  todos  los  paises  de 
este  hemisferio,  al  cual  quedara  limitada.  Creemos  que  no  solo 
sera  de  utilidad  para  nuestras  industrias,  sino  que  dara  por  resultado, 
tambien,  una  mejor  compenetracion  dc  intereses  entre  los  dife- 
rentes  paises.  Sera  ademas  una  especie  de  ilustracion  de  la  doctrina 
dc  Monroe,  por  cuanto  evidenciara  que  existe  una  America  para  los 
americanos  y  explicara  por  si  sola  la  razon  por  la  cual  los  america- 


1164  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

nos  deben  permanecer  unidos.  Aniinciase  que  el  Congreso  Pan- 
Americano  se  celebrara  en  Washington  en  el  ano  de  1900,  pero  yo 
creo  que  esta  fecha  sera  alterada  y  que  aquel  congreso  tendra 
lugar  aqui  en  1899,  f^^^^a  de  nuestra  exposicion.  Asi  pensaban 
los  delegados  del  Congreso  Pan-Americano  cuando  conferenciamos 
aqui  con  ellos  acerca  de  la  exposicion  el  ano  pasado." 

La  direccion  de  los  trabajos  esta  en  manos  del  Capitan  John 
M.  Brinker,  de  Buffalo,  como  Presidente,  cuya  sagacidad  descu- 
brio  el  uso  practico  a  que  podia  aplicarse  la  prodigioso  fuerza 
dinamica  de  la  catarata,  y  a  cuya  energia  se  debe  la  construc- 
cion  del  ferrocairil  del  Niagara.  Las  personas  que  le  asisten, 
todas  las  cuales  cuentan  con  conocimientos  y  experiencia  en  la 
clase  de  trabajo  que  tienen  entre  manos,  son  W.  Caryl  Ely, 
director-general;  F.  C.  M.  Lantz,  tesorero,  y  Richmond  C. 
Hill,  secretario. 

Las  oficinas  generales  de  la  compania  ocupan  un  piso  entero 
.  del  "  Coal  and  Iron  Exchange  Building,"  de  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  y  se 
proyecta  el  establecimiento  de  oficinas  sucursales  en  Nueva  York, 
Chicago  y  Washington,  D.  C. 


COMERCIO  DE  MAQUINARIA  Y  HERRAMIENTAS 

CON  LA  AMERICA  LATINA. 

La  "  Revue  du  Commerce,"  de  4  de  diciembre  de  1897,  publica 
un  articulo  muj'  importante  y  oportuno  sobre  la  clase  de  maqui- 
naria  e  instrumentos  de  agricultura  propios  para  la  importacion  en 
la  America  latina  y  otros  paises  tropicales.  La  demanda  de  estos 
articulos  crece  cada  dia,  y  el  principal  obstaculo  para  un  desaroUo 
mas  rapido  del  comercio  es  la  falta  de  conocimiento  por  parte  de 
los  fabricantes  y  exportadores,  de  los  habitos  industrials  y  condi- 
cion  en  general  de  estos  paises.  Al  considerar  esta  cuestion,  no 
debe  perderse  de  vista  el  hecho  de  que  las  piezas  de  maquinaria, 
despues  de  recibidas  por  el  importador,  necesitan  ser  dispuestas 
y  unidas  en  debido  orden,  lo  cual  es  a  veces  imposible  sin  el 
auxilio  de  ingenieros  6  mecanicos  practicos.  En  las  mas  avanza- 
das  colonias  inglesas  y  en  los  puertos  de  mar,  puede  encontrarse  el 
auxilio  necesario  para  llevar  a  cabo  aquella  operacion,  pero  en  los 
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pueblos  del  interior  y  aun  en  grandes  ciudades,  como  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Buenos  Aires  y  Valparaiso,  no  siempre  se  encuentran  los 
grandes  talleres  de  maquinaria  con  el  personal  competente  para 
prestar  aquella  clase  de  auxilio,  y  en  los  distritos  rurales  es  comple- 
tamente  imposible.  El  febricante  que  envia  la  maquinaria  no 
cuenta  mas  que  con  la  inteligencia  de  sus  propios  empleados. 

En    los   climas  calidos  los  centros  de  civilizacion  se  limitan 

principalmente  a  las  ciudades  de  la  costa  y  a  los  puertos  de  mar. 

En  el  interior  la  poblacion  se  desarrolla  casi  completamente  ajena 

a  la  influencia  extranjera.     Esta  poblacion  pudiera  decirse  que 

vive  adaptada  a  las  condiciones  naturales  del  pais  y  se  compone  a 

veces  de  descendientes  de  europeos,  criollos  6  mestizos.     Asi  pasa, 

por  ejemplo,  en  Colombia,  Ecuador,  Venezuela,  Peru,  Bolivia  y 

Mexico.     Hay  vastos  territorios  no  abiertos  todavia  a  la  navega- 

cion  fluvial   6  a   los   ferrocarriles,   donde   el   trasporte   se   hace 

todavia  par  medio  de  bestias  de  carga  y  vehiculos  de  construcion 

primitiva.     A  menudo  se  usan  tambien  carretillas   de    mano  6 

cargadores.     Es  evidente  que  en  estas  condiciones  el  trasporte  de 

las  maquinas  y  la  ordenacion  de  sus  piezas  tienen  que  presentar 

grandes  dificultades. 

Toda  la  maquinaria  que  haya  de  usarse  en  el  interior  de  los 

mencionados  paises,  debiera   fabricarse   teniendo  en  cuenta  que 

alii  no  se  emplea  mas  combustible  que  la  lena.     Es  muy  raro 

cncontrar  carbon  lejos  de  la  costa.     Tambien  se  emplea  raras  veces 

el  gas  como  fuerza  motriz,  pero  en  cambio  el  petroleo  puede  utili- 

zarse  con  aquel  objeto,  pues  kerosene  refinado  es  ya  un  articulo  de 

comercio  universal  que  puede  encontrarse  en  todas  partes  al  objeto 

de  aplicarlo  como  motor  para  maquinas.     La  electricidad,  ya  para 

alumbrar,  ya  como  fuerza  motriz,  promete  un  gran  porvenir,  porque 

cl  caudal  de  agua  es  abundante  en  estos  paises  y  hace  posible  la 

instalacion  de  pequenas  maquinarias  electricas  y  telefonos.     Los 

aparatos    electricos    tienen  tambien   la  ventaja    de  que  pueden 

trasportarse  mas  facilmente,  porque  son  menos  voluminosos  que 

las  maquinas  de  vapor,  y  por  medio  de  mulas  dispuestas  en  una 

sola  fila  y  unidas  por  largas  varas,  puede  hacerse  el  trasporte  de 

aquella  maquinaria,  aun  por  las  montanas  donde  la  pendiente  no 

cs  muy  rapida. 

Ademas,  las  piezas  que  se  trasporten  por  medio  de  mulas  no 

BuU.  No.  7 7 
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deben  pesar  mas  de  uno  y  medio  a  dos  quintales,  a  lo  sumo,  y  la 
carga  debe  distribuirse  por  parejo  a  ambos  costados  de  la  bestia. 
Los  adelantos  de  la  civilizacion  se  encargaran  de  modificar  y 
mejorar  este  medio  de  trasporte ;  los  senderos  seran  substituidos 
por  caminos  y  carreteras,  y  territorios  de  dificil  acceso  ahora  que- 
daran  apropiados  a  un  trafico  mas  amplio.  La  conformacion 
fisica  de  aquellos  parses  es  precisamente  lo  que  nos  obliga  a 
hacer  estas  indicaciones  respecto  del  progreso  en  las  vias  de  comu- 
nicacion.  Dichos  paises  son  muy  ricos  en  toda  clase  de  productos, 
y  como  ejemplo  de  esta  riqueza  puede  citarse  a  la  Repiiblica 
Argentina,  que  se  prepara  para  iniciar  una  competencia  en  pro- 
ductos  agricolas  de  importancia  manifiesta. 

M  ientras  mayor  sea  la  producion  agricola  de  estos  paises,  menos 
podremos  contar  con  sus  mercados  para  nuestra  exportacion.  En 
los  territorios  del  interior,  los  productores  trataran  de  manufacturar 
sobre  el  terreno  los  productos  del  suelo  con  el  objeto  de  economizar 
los  gastos  de  trasporte,  y  habra  naturalmente  una  demanda  de 
aparatos  tales  como  alambiques  para  los  productos  del  maiz,  de 
los  cereales,  de  la  patata,  etc.,  y  de  prensas  para  frutos  oleaginosos. 
Tambien  jugaran  importante  papel  en  la  explotacion  de  las 
industrias  de  estos  paises,  las  maquinas  centrifugas  para  la  fabrica- 
cion  de  aceite  y  mantequilla;  bombas  de  mano  6  movidas  por 
fiierza  animal ;  aparatos  de  petroleo  6  gas ;  maquinas  pequenas  para 
la  fabricacion  del  hielo  necesario  para  la  conservacion  de  los  pro- 
ductos que  se  descomponen  facilmente ;  maquinaria  para  la  fabri- 
cacion de  cajas  de  lata  para  conservas;  prensas  pequenas  para 
cemento  y  utensilios  para  pavimentar  y  ferrocarriles  portatiles. 
La  alta  temperatura  de  aquellos  climas,  favorece  tambien  la 
importacion  de  maquinaria  para  la  fabricacion  d^  aguas  gaseosas. 
Tambien  se  presentaran  ocasiones  para  la  instalacion  de  pequenos 
cilindros  para  la  fabricacion  de  chocolate  en  las  ciudades  impor- 
tantes. 

El  gran  numero  de  rios  y  arroyos  que  hay  en  estos  paises  faci- 
lita  la  instalacion  de  pequenos  molinos  para  moler  los  productos 
locales,  y  favorecera  tambien  el  establecimiento  de  pequenos  talle- 
res  de  aserrar.  La  introduccion  de  estas  maquinas  se  Uevara  a 
cabo  con  relativa  lentitud  y  habra  que  veneer,  en  muchos  casos,  la 
indecision  de  los  habitantes  de  aquellos  paises,  respecto  a  la  adop- 
cion  de  nuevos  articulos.     No  saben  como  hacer  las  reparaciones 
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necesarias  sin  previa  informacion,  y  su  experiencia  en  la  materia 
ha  sido  costosa. 

La  importacion  de  herramientas  ofrece  campo  mas  vasto  que  la 
de  maquinaria  y  aparatos  mecanicos.     Aunque  los  habitantes  de 
cstos  paises  se  han  mostrado  rehacios  en  cuanto  a  la  adopcion  de 
las  herramientas  modemas  y  perfeccionadas  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
y  Europa,  esta  repugnancia  desaparecio  pronto  cuando  palparon 
su  verdadero  valor.      Las  dificultades  del  trasporte  influyen  menos 
en  la  importacion  de  herramientas  que  en  la  de  maquinaria.     Tan 
proDto  como  los  nativos  se  dan  cuenta  del  valor  de  los  articulos 
perfeccionados,  pagan  lo  que  se  les  pide  por  lo  que  han  encon- 
trado  bueno.     Se  han  importado  millons  de  cierta  clase  de  cuchi- 
Uos  alemanes  en  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur;  otras  clases  de 
cuchillos,  asi  como  tambien  hachas,  martillos,  etc.,  se  han  impor- 
tado para  trabajos  de  mano,  para  el  corte  de  los  montes,  para  la 
cxplotacion  de  minas  y  para  el  cultivo  de  las  tierras.   .  Algunos 
cuchillos  utiles  en  un  pais  serian  iniitiles  en  otros.     Una  clase 
de  cuchillo  que  se  ha  usado  con  provecho  en  Pemambuco  y  el 
interior   de    Bahia,  seria  iniitil  en  la   Habana.     En  este  ultimo 
punto,  los  espanoles  usan  el  machete  que  sirve  de  arma  y  tambien 
para  cortar  cana  en  los  ingenios.     Se  comprende  facilmente  que 
b  torma  del  cuchillo  debe  ser  apropiada  a  la  naturaleza  del  monte, 
plantacion  6  cultivo  en  que  ha  de  utilizarse  y  que  los  demas  ade- 
bntos  cientificos  serian  inutiles. 

« 

Es  evidente  que  con  el  arado  se  obtienen  mejores  resultados 
que  con  la  azada,  pero  esto  no  le  importa  al  nativo  que  no  tiene 
dincro  para  comprar  un  arado  y  los  productos  de  cuyo  plantio 
bastan  a  satisfacer  las  necesidades  de  la  familia.  El  hace  lo  que 
nccesita  para  vivir  y  esto  es  lo  unico  que  pide.  Por  razon  de  las 
grandes  distancias  y  del  mal  estado  de  los  caminos  y  de  lo  costoso 
del  trasporte,  no  se  piensa  en  la  exportacion  del  sobrante  de  la 
cosecha.  ^  A  que  conduce,  pues,  la  extension  de  un  cultivo  que  no 
hade  rendir  provecho?  Esta  condicion  y  estado  de  cosas  cam- 
biaran  con  el  ensanche  de  la  civilizacion  y  principalmente  con  el 
aumento  de  la  poblacion  de  aquellos  paises. 

Los  emisarios  del  comercio  y  de  la  industria  no  tardaran  mucho 
en  despertar  las  necesidades  de  los  habitantes  de  estos  paises;  si 
cllo  no  fuera  cierto  y  si  los  paises  de  que  hacemos  merito  no  estu- 
viescn  ya  entrando  en  una  civilizacion  mas  avanzada,  no  aumenta- 
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ria  su  demanda  de  productos  extranjeros.  La  mision  de  aquellos 
emisarios  es  crear  necesidades  en  aquellos  paises  mas  que  en 
ningun  otro  lugar.  Pero  esto  solo  puede  conseguirse  por  grados; 
y  es  en  los  paises  no  abiertos  completamente  al  trafico  donde 
aparecen  mas  pronto  nuevas  necesidades  y  donde  la  poblacion  se 
dedica  con  mayor  empeno  a  un  cultivo  mas  amplio. 

Por  otra  parte,  en  los  lugares  no  abiertos  a  la  circulacicn  es  donde 
el  hombre  permanece  por  largo  tiempo  contento  con  el  mezquino 
comercio  en  cuentas  multicolores  y  articulos  de  bagatela,  y  en  donde 
se  echa  de  menos  el  gusto  por  los  articulos  de  verdadero  valor  que 
tienen  demanda  en  los  centros  civilizados.  Facilitar  los  medios 
de  comunicacion  y  abrir  campo  al  trafico  es  el  objeto  principal  de 
la  economia  politica  de  los  paises  competidores.  Lo  que  se  ha 
dicho  de  maquinaria  y  herramientas  es  aplicable  tambien  a  otros 
articulos.  Son  dignos  de  mencion  como  articulos  utiles  en  estos 
paises,  los  cepillos  niveladores  y  tomos  de  barrenar  de  construccion 
tan  sencilla  como  sea  posible ;  maquinas  para  moler  y  fraguas  por- 
tatiles ;  tubos  para  caneria  de  agua ;  estano  en  hoja  6  de  otra  clase ; 
hierro  acanalado  que  se  emplea  en  la  construccion  de  casas  y  alma- 
cenes ;  prensas  para  frutas  y  flores  destinadas  a  la  produccion  de 
csencias;  maquinas  para  limpiar  y  descascarar  el  cafe;  molinos  de 
todas  clases  para  piedras,  arena,  yeso  y  cimento,  y  pequenas  prensas 
de  cilindro. 

Todos  estos  paises  usan  polvora  y  dinamita  para  volar  rocas, 
explotar  canteras,  etc.,  y  necesitan  tambien  alambres  y  aparatos  sen- 
cillos  para  levantar  pesos,  asi  como  tambien  cables  sencillos  para 
minas  y  materiales  para  la  construccion  de  puentes.  Podrian  im- 
portarse  asimismo  herramientas  de  herrero,  clavos  y  tomillos  para 
madera,  etc. 


SERVICIO  DE  VAPORES  EN  EL  PACf PICO. 

El  Honorable  Henry  L.  Wilson,  Ministro  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  en  Chile,  comunica  a  esta  Oficina  que  las  dos  lineas  de 
vapores  que  hacen  el  servicio  entre  Valparaiso  y  Panama  pro- 
yectan  extenderlo  hasta  San  Francisco.  Segun  el  itinerario  actual, 
los  vapores  salen  de  Valparaiso  una  vez  a  la  semana  y  hacen  escala 
en  Coquimbo,  Antofagasta,  Iquiqui,  Mollendoy  el  Callao,  haciendo 
el  viaje  a  Panama  en  doce  dias.     Saliendo  de  Panama  en  su  viaje 
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hacia  el  norte,  dichos  vapores  haran  escala  en  los  principales 
puertos  mexicanos,  llegando  a  San  Francisco  en  doce  dias,  a 
contar  desde  la  fecha  de  su  salida  de  Panama.  Por  consiguiente, 
el  viaje  completo  de  Valparaiso  a  San  Francisco  sera  solo  de 
vcinte  v  dos  dias. 

Las  mayores  fecilidades  que  este  nuevo  arreglo  ofrece,  tanto  a 
trafico  de  pasajeros  como  al  trasporte  de  mercancias,  seran  natural- 
mente  de  gran  beneficio  para  los  puertos  de  la  costa  del  Pacifico. 

Las  Imeas  mencionadas  son  La  Compania  Sud  Americana  de 
Vapores,  bajo  la  bandera  chilena,  pero  de  la  propiedad  en  su  mayor 
parte  de  subditos  ingleses,  y  la  "Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany," compania  exclusivamente  britanica.  Estas  dos  companias 
estan  subvencionadas  por  el  Gobierno  chileno  y  se  hallan  en  con- 
diciones  prosperas. 


COMERCIO  MISCELANEO. 

REPtJBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

Bo)a  da  Paiastro  ^"^  ^^  ^^^  primeras  casas  comerciales  de  la  Reptiblica 

Americano.  Argentina  asegura  que  el  tr&fico  en  hoja  de  palastro  ha 

alcanzado  gran  incremento  en  aquel  pais,  debido  &  que  cada  dia  se  la  emplea 

mas  para  construcciones.     -Los  fabricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  comienzan  fi 

ccnvcnccrsc  de  que  los  mercados  sudamericanos  son  muy  importantes  y  hacen 

«f\icrzos  para  que  sus  productos  puedan  conipetir  alii  con  los  ingleses.      Uno 

de  Ids  obst&culos  con  que  tropiezan  ha  sido  hasta  ahora  la  diferencia  en  los 

flctcs,  porque  estos  cuestan  como  10  por  ciento  menos  de  Inglaterta  que  de  los 

Estados  Unidos.     Sc  tomarin  medidas  para  obviar  esta  dificultad,  y  se  cree  que  la 

prontitud  en  la  remisi6n  de  mercancias  de  los  Estados  Unidos  favorecerd  4  este 

pais  en  la  competencia  que  se  ha  suscitado. 

Se  aseeura,  apoyindose  en  autoridades,  que  constante- 

EmbarqoM  de  Fapel.  &        '     r    /  >  n 

mente  sc  exporta  i,  L6ndres  papel  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
para  ser  de  alii  reembarcado  al  Brasil.  Papel  para  peri6dicos,  para  techos  y 
para  papelcros  ha  sido  pedido  por  casas  cxportadores  en  cantidades  que  ascicn- 
dcn  &  millares  de  pesos.  Esto  se  debe  i  que  en  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur 
ignoran  lo  que  es  la  producci6n  de  este  articulo  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  k  que 
casas  inglcsas,  en  competencia  con  los  fabrici^ntes  alemanes,  disponen  de  un 
trifico  al  que  los  americanos  han  dedicado  poca  atenci6n. 

CHILE. 

Segiin  el  "  Chilian  Times  ",  la  producci6n  de  nitrato  en 
PnrfnocitodeHilrato.        «    /       -       ,,  ,  o  •        1  1  - 1     a 

1896  asciendo  a  23,832,434  qumtales,  y  la  exportacion  a 

24,066,189.     Los  principales  paises  adonde  dicho  articulo  se  cxport6,  son  Ale- 
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mania,  los  Estados  Unidos,  la  Gran  Bretafia,  Francia,  y  Holanda.  Por  los 
datos  publicados  y  que  muestran  la  cantidad  de  nitrato  que  se  ha  consumido  en 
el  mundo  durante  los  (iltimos  siete  afios,  se  ve  que  ha  habido  un  aumento  de 
4,359,627  quintales,  6  sean  200,000  tonelades  inglesas  en  1896,  sobre  lo  que  se 
consunii6  en  1890.  El  exceso  de  la  exportaci6n  en  1896  sobre  la  producci6n 
que  se  calcul6  por  ese  afio,  se  debe  i  la  excesiva  producci6n  en  1895. 
La  Oompania  Tabaquera  ^a  Compafiia  Tabaquera  Sudamericana,  establecida  en 
SQdamericana.  Valparaiso,  y  que  em  plea   160  operarios,  importa  para 

la  manufactura  de  cigarrillos  grandes  cantidades  de  tabaco  americano  en  rama, 
de  la  clase  que  crece  en  Virginia  y  en  la  Carolina  del  Norte.  Ademis  de  lo  que 
introduce  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  la  compafiia  hace  venir  tabaco  de  la  Habana, 
de  Egipto,  de  Turqula  y  de  la  parte  norte  del  Brasil.  Se  asegura  que  la  pro- 
ducci6n  de  este  establecimiento  es  de  900,000  cigarrilloss  y  10,000  libras  de 
tabaco  labrado.  Si  los  exportadores  hicieran  esfiierzos  adecuados,  aumentarfa 
mucho  el  consumo  de  tabaco  americano  en  Chile. 

ECUADOR. 
Por  un  decreto  del  Ejecutivo  todas  las  mercancias  des- 

Factnras  Oonralaroa. 

tinadas  al  Ecuador  deben  ir  acompafiadas  de  una  factura 

consular  con  el  visto   bueno  del  c6nsul  6  de  la  persona  autorizada  para  obrar 

como  tal  en  el  puerto  de  embarque.    Todo  bulto  que  pese  mis  de  50  kilogramos 

debe  llevar  marcado  en  la  parte  exterior,  con  niimeros  claros,  su  peso  bruto. 

Todo  peso  que  execeda  del   10  por  ciento  al  declarado  en  la  factura,  pagari  un 

recargo  de   100  por  ciento  sobre  los  derechos  aplic;^bles  al  articulo,   de  con- 

formidad  con  las  leyes  aduaneras  existentes. 

HAITi. 

Lmaa  de  Oabie  i  la  Amtfrica     La  Compafiia  de  Tel6grafo  y  Cable  de  los  Estados 
del  Snr.  Unidos  ha  inaugurado  (iltimamente  su  linea  cablegrifica  i 

la  America  del  Sur.  El  cable  sale  de  L6ndres  y  termina  en  el  Cabo  Haitiano, 
donde  hace  conexi6n  con  el  cable  francos  de  las  Antillas  que  toca  en  Venezuela, 
la  Martinica,  las  Guayanas  Francesa  y  Holandesa,  y  Pari,  en  el  Brasil.  En 
este  filtimo  punto  el  cable  franc6s  se  une  con  las  lineas  telegrificas  del  Brasil,  y 
despu6s  con  las  de  la  Argentina.  Este  cable  acorta  la  distancia  para  los  cable- 
gramas  entre  Inglaterra  y  la  America  del  Sur,  y  reduce  el  costo  de  los  mismos 
como  25  por  ciento. 

MfiXICO. 

Trabajadorea  japoneMs        El  Sefior  William   Laing   Malcolmson,  quc  residiS 
en  lot  Oafctaies.  pQj.  muchos  afios  en  Ceilin  dedicado  al  cultivo  de  caft  en 

gran  escala,  y  que  por  algun  tiempo  ha  estado  en  M6xico  investigando  las  ventajas 
que  puede  ofrecer  dicho  cultivo  en  esa  Repdblica,  ha  logrado  interesar  &  muchos 
ricos  plantadores  de  caf6  en  la  compra  de  grandes  plantaciones  en  el  istmo  de 
Tehuantepec.  Por  medio  del  ministro  japon6s  en  M6xico,  el  Sefior  Malcolmson 
ha  concludio  algunos  arreglos  preliminares  para  la  introducci6n  de  una  gran 


EUREAU   OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  II7I 

colonia  de  trabajadores  japoneses  i  la  Repdblica,  i  fin  de  emplearlos  en  los 
cafetales.  Opina  dicho  sefior  que  los  terrenos  del  sur  de  Mexico  se  adaptan 
mejor  para  el  culticivio  del  caf6  que  cuantos  61  ha  visto,  y  que  el  trabajador 
japon6s  es  especialmente  adecuado  para  este  cultivio. 

El  desarroUo  industrial  de  M6xico  ha  dado  por  resultado 

ACaqninaria  Americana* 

mayor  demanda  de  maquinaria  americana,  y  durante  el 

afio  pasado^  sobre  todo^  hubo  mucho  necesidad  de  miquinas  y  calderas  para 

minas.     Una  casa  emprendedora  y  activa  de  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  envi6  lo  que  se 

necesitaba.     No  es  solamente  una  clase  de  maquinaria,  sino  todas  las  que  hacen 

falta  sMSl,  y  los  fabricantes  americanos  tienen  un  vasto  campo  para  sus  negocios. 

Los  de  Europa  les  hacen  enorme  competencia.  • 

Ezportaciones  Mesdcanaa       Segdn  datos  estadisticos  tiltimamente  publicados  por  el 

en  18967x897.  Ministerio  de  Hacienda,  Mexico  export6  durante  el  alio 

econ6mico  de  1896  i  1897,  metales  preciosos  por  valor  de  $66,183,097,  y  otros 

articulos   por   valor   de   $45,i63,3Q7,  formando    un   total  de   $111,346,494. 

La   exportaci6n   total  durante  el    afio  econ6mico  anterior   fu6    solamente  de 

$105,016,902,  lo  cual  prueba  que  ha  habido  un  aumento  de  $6,329,592. 

Inibnne  del  Senor  Don       ^^  Sefior  Don  Enrique  Sanchez  ha  tenido  la  atenci6n 

Enrique  Sanches.        ^^  enviar  i  estaOficina  una  copia  del  informe  que  dirigi6 

al  Gobernador  Pr6spero  Cahuantzi,  del  Estado  de  Tlaxcala,  Mexico,  relativa- 

mente  i  su  misi6n  como  delegado  oficial  de  aquel  Estado  al  Congreso  Mercantil 

que  se  reuni6  en  junio  pasado  en  Filadelfia,  Estados  Unidos  de  America,  al  favor 

de  los  Museos  de  Filadeltia.  ' 

£1  informe  es  claro  6  interesante  y  pone  de  manifesto  la  magnitud  del  proyecto 
que  dichos  Museos  tienen  i  la  mira  para  fomentar  el  trifico  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  con  M6xico  y  otros  paises  latino-americanos.  El  Sefior  Sanchez  reco- 
niienda  que  se  exhiban  en  las  Museos  muestras  de  los  productos  agrfcolas,  min- 
^ales  6  industriales  del  Estado  de  Tlaxcala,  i  fin  de  que  puedan  verlas  aquellas 
pcrsonas  que  estin  interasadas  en  el  adelanto  de  Mexico. 

NICARAGUA. 
Los  informes  recibidos  del  departamento  de  Matagalpa 

CoMcha  de  Oaftf.  ^ 

relativos  i  la  cosecha  de  caf6  para  el  afio  de  1897  4  1898, 

^"^Oan  que  seri  demasiado  grande  para  ser  trassportada  por  medio  de  mulas  y 

*'*'^tas  de  bueyes.  »  Con  este  motivo,  el  Congreso  de  Nicaragua  ha  autorizado 

"I'csidentc  Zelaya  para  que  haga  construir  una  via  f6rrea  que,  partiendo  de 

*^^\idad  de  Matagalpa,  se  una  con  el  ferrocarril  nacional.     Las  plantaciones 

^zficar  y  de  caf6  se  han  desarrollado  tanto,  que  se  hace  necesario  disponer 

^    ^n&quinas  mis  grandes  y  mejores,  asi  como  de  m6todos  mis  ripidos,  para 

^^^ncr  los  productos  respecfivos. 

PERU. 

^^^^dtedeiDereehodeBz-      El  1 1  de  setiembrc  iiltimo,  el  Gobierno  peruano  emiti6 
Portadto  Sobre  u  Plata.    ^^  decreto  por  el  cual  fii6  abolido  el  derecho  de  cxpor- 

^^6n  de  3  por  ciento  ad  valorem  que  se  pagaba  sobre  la  plata  acufiada,  en  pasta 
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y  chafalonia.  Esta  exenci6n  no  se  extiende  i  la  moneda  de  oro  nacional  6  al  oro 
en  barras  6  en  polvo,  que  seguirSn  pagando  el  derecho  de  exportaci6n  del  3  por 
ciento. 

EST  ADOS  UNIDOS. 

^^"*!f  ?f  Ternero  son        La   Junta    dc   Aforadores   Generalcs   de    los   Estados 

Librea  de  DerechoB  en  Iob  J 

Estados  Unidos.  Unidos  dccidi6,  el  3  dc  diciembre  de  1897,  que  las  pieles 

crudas  de  ternero,  que  sirven  para  hacer  casi  todo  el  calzado  que  se  usa  en  estc 
pais,  serin  en  lo  future  introducidas  libres  de  derechos.  Segun  esta  r6soluci6n, 
las  pielas  crudas  de  ternero  no  deben  clasiHcarse,  siguiendo  el  arancel  de  Dingley, 
como  cueros  de  res  crudos,  que  pagan  un  derecho  de  15  por  ciento  ad  valorem, 
sino  que  estdn  exentas  de  todo  derecho  y  figuran  en  la  lista  de  articulos  libres, 
bajo  el  nombre  de  pieles  crudas.  La  Junta  encuentra  tambi6n  -que  la  palabra 
'*  cucro "  se  aplica  t6cnicamente  i  las  pieles  de  animales  grandes,  tales  corao 
caballos,  bueyes,  vacas  y  toros,  mientras  que  la  expresi6n  "piel"  se  emplea 
hablando  de  las  de  ovejas,  terneros  y  cabras.  La  palabra  "cuero,"  como 
t6rmino  comercial,  se  refiere  i  los  que  pesan  veinticinco  libras  6  m£s.  A  los 
que  pesan  menos  se  les  llama  "^ pieles."  Tratindose  de  pieles  y  cueros  secos,  un 
peso  de  doce  libras  marca  la  linea  divisoria. 

En  un  informe  de  mercado  de  Nueva  York,  corespon- 

El  Oedro  Sndamericano.  1       1  •  1  1         rt  1 

diente  al  mes  de  diciembre  de   1897,  se  asegura  que  el 

cedro  espafiol  ha  encontrado  un  rival  en  el  que  se  produce  en  varias  partes  de 

las  Antillas,  Mexico,  la  America  Central  y  de  la  Sur.     Este  se  ha  usado  i  satis- 

faci6n  general,  no  es  tan  caro  como  el  otro  y  es  probable  que  afecte  la  venta  del 

cedro  espafiol  en  lo  futuro  de  una  manera  permanente.     La  cantidad  que  de  este 

iiltimo  hay  ahora  en  el  mercado  es  pequena. 

Al  comparar  los  datos  estadisticos  del  tr&Bco  de  bici- 
TrfllcodeBiciclelat.  ia/i-j  i«  /• 

cletas  con  la  America  latina  durante  los  afios  economicos 

de  1896  y  1897,  se  ve  un  aumento  notable  en  el  valor  del  mismo  en  1897.     Del 

mencionado  artlculo  se  export6  para  M6xico  en  1897  una  cantidad  por  valor  de 

$73,1 17,  lo  cual  indica  un  aumento  de  $48,839  sobre  el  afio  precedcnte.     A  la 

Argentina  se  envi6  por  valor  de  $42,091    en    1897,  contra  $4,065  en    1896, 

mientras  que  el  Brasil  ocupa  el  tercer  lugar,  con  un  valor  de  $29,355  ^^  ^^97  ^ 

dc  $13,592  en    1896.     La  exportaci6n  i  la  America  Central,  Santo  Domingo 

y  Cclombia,  aument6  durante  los  dos  anos  en  $6,020,  $4,642  y  $1,278,  repec- 

tivamcntc      En  los  otros  paises  sudamericanos  se  imporrtiron    bicicletas    por 

valor  dc  $7^,507  en  1897,  y  de  $13,401  solamente  en  1896,  lo  cual  mucstra  un 

aumento  notable  dc  $60,106. 

URUGUAY. 

TrtLfloo  entre  los  Estados  Scgiin  datos  que  se  han  publicado  relatives  i  las  expor- 
UmdosTMontendeo.  tacioncs  hcchas  por  el  puerto  de  Montevideo  durante  los 
primeros  nueve  mescs  del  afio  corriente,  se  ve  que  los  Estados  Unidos  ocupan 
cl  primer  lugar  entre  los  paises  que  importan  cueros  de  buey  secos  del  Uruguay, 
pues  en  el  espacio  mencionado  tomaron  245,605  cueros,  6  sea  m&s  de  la  mitad 
del  total  exportado,  que  fu6  de  466,795.     De  los  cueros  salados,  los  Estados 
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Unidos  rccibicron  cerca  dc  la  quinta  parte  de  la  cantidad  que  el  Uruguay  export6, 
ocupando  asi  el  cuarto  lugar  entre  las  naciones  que  se  dedican  i  ese  tr&fico.  En 
cuanto  a  la  iniporcaci6n  de  lanas  del  Uruguay,  los  Estados  Unidos  ocupan  el 
icrcer  lugar,  pues  dc  las  50,552  pacas  que  se  exportaron,  este  pais  tom6  1 1,738. 
Mas  de  una  tercera  parte  de  la  cantidad  de  pelo  que  se  embarc6  en  Montevideo 
vino  i  los  Estados  Unidos,  ascendiendo  la  exportaci6n  total  i  940  pacas. 

« 

VENEZUELA. 
Scgfin  tnforma  el  Ministro  Francis  B.  Loomis,  el  negocio 

£1  Oomercio  de  Q^aziado.  _.. 

de  ganado  en  Venezuela  puede  convertirse  en  una  amenaza 
para  los  que  se  dedican  i  6\  en  los  Estados  Unidos.  En  apoyo  de  su  aserci6n,  el 
Ministro  hace  referencia  i  lo  que  ha  aumentado  en  Venezuela  el  ganado  durante 
los  trcs  afios  pasados.  En  1894,  habla  en  el  pais  5,000,000  de  cabezas,  y  hoy 
se  cucntan  10,000,000.  Se  cree  que  este  numero  ser5  mis  del  duplo  de  lo  que  es 
ahora  dcntro  de  los  cuatro  anos  venideros.  Los  esfuerzos  que  Venezuela  ha 
hecho  i  fin  de  obtener  un  mercado  para  su  ganado,  han  tenido  un  6xito  tan 
fevorable,  que  se  trata  de  extender  dicho  trifico  i  Cuba  y  &  otras  de  las  Antillas. 

Segun  el  "  Heraldo  de  Venezuela,"  las  noticias  relativas  fi 

R««ifa  do  Oto  del  Goarico.  °  j   1    j-       •         j      r^        .  j      j. 

las  minas  de  oro  del  distnto  de  Guanco,  son  cada  dia 
mas  halagadoras.  Al  presente,  hay  ocho  companias  extranjeras  explorando  el 
distrito.  Se  han  concedido  ya  treinta  y  cuatro  pertenencias  mineras  y  se  han 
dcnunciado  muchas  otras  minas  cuyos  pianos  han  sido  previamente  prcsentados. 
Dicese  que  una  compania  ha  pedido  i  Inglaterra  doce  molinos  que  habran  de  ser 
movidos  por  fuerza  hidriulica.  La  vena  en  esta  mina  tiene  diez  pi6s  de  ancho 
y  conticnc  cuarzo  tan  rico  en  oro,  que  este  metal  aparece  perfectamente  visible. 

La  Orinoco  Company    se  prepara  para  la  inmediata 

La  Orinoco  Oompany.  .        '  .  . 

explotaci6n  de  las  minas  de  hierro  descubiertas  dentro  de 
los  limitcs  de  su  concesi6n.  En  estas  ultimas  semanas  se  ha  descubierto  una  vena 
mineral  dc  100  4  200  pi6s  de  ancho  y  cinco  millas  dc  largo,  i  dos  millas  de  Santa 
Catalina.  A  cinco  millas  de  la  mencionada  ciudad,  se  han  encontrado  otros 
dcp6sitos  mayores.  Estos  dep6sitos  se  consideran  inagotables,  y  scdice  que  el 
hierro  es  superior  en  calidad  al  procedentc  de  Espafia  y  Africa.  La  gran  compa- 
nia, a  cuyas  manos  ha  pasado  por  virtud  de  concesi6n  esta  parte  de  Venezuela, 
ioiciari  pronto  otras  emprcsas  en  esta  rica  regi6n. 

ASOCIACION    NACIONAL  DE    FABRICANTES. 

Awciaeito  iTacional  de        ^^  Oficinaha  rccibido  la  noticia  de  que  varies  exporta- 
Fabncantea  dorcs  y  fabricantcs  prominentes  dc  las  principales  ciudades 

dc  los  Estados  Unidos  estin  tomando  las  medidas  necesarias  para  satisfacer  la 
nccesidad  que  se  ha  venido  sintiendo  desde  hace  largo  tiempo  respecto  de  una 
comunicaci6n  directa  con  los  puertos  del  none  y  del  este  de  la  America  delSui. 
Elasunto  scri  discutido  en  unareuni6nde  la  Asociaci6n  Nacionalde  Fabricantcs, 
que  sc  vcrificari  en  la  ciudad  de  Nueva  York  en  el  mes  de  enero,  y  se  dar&n 
los  pasos  preliminarcs  que  conduciian  4  la  realizacion  del  pensamiento. 
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£1  dep6sito  6  almac6n  para  la  exhibici6n  de  manufac- 

Depdaito  en  Oarftcas.  *     .  i  i      .  •  r-<     0 

turas  amencanas,  establecido  en  Caracas,  es  la  primera 
tentativa  experimental  que  ha  hecho  en  ese  sentido  la  Asociaci6n  Nacional  de 
Fabricantes.  La  demanda  de  espacio  por  los  exponedores  ha  sido  tan  grande, 
que  los  encargados  de  la  administraci6n  se  han  visto  obligados  &  Hjar  el  4  de 
diciembrc  como  llmite  del  t6rmino  para  recibir  mercancias.  En  un  informe 
fechado  en  Puerto  Cabello,  y  que  acaba  de  llegar  al  Departraento  de  Estado,  el 
C6nsul  pROSKAUER  se  expresa  de  la  siguiente  favorable  manera  acercd  de  la 
empresa  y  sus  resultados  en  lo  que  toca  el  comercio  de  Venezuela : 

"Al  principio  sus  buenos  efectos  se  limitarin  4  los  grandes  y  ricos  territories 
que  son  tributarios  de  Caracas  y  que  consumen  articulos  de  primera  calidad, 
pero  su  fama  y  los  beneficios  que  producirfi  no  tardarin  en  inducir  i  los  comercian- 
tes  de  las  regiones  central  y  occidental  de  la  Republica  &  visitar  la  exposicidn. 
La  vista  misma  de  las  mercancias  y  artefactos,  la  comparaci6n  de  ellas  en  el 
lugar  mismo  con  otros  objetos  semejantes,  el  cambio  de  ideas  entre  los  repre- 
sentantes  americanos  y  los  comerciantes  venezolanos  acerca  de  pequefios  detalles 
mercantiles,  no  pueden  sino  ser  provechosos  para  ambas  partes,  y  contribuir  4  disi- 
par  s6rios  errores  que  adn  existen.  £1  Gobierno  esti  haciendo  cuanto  puede 
para  fomentar  la  empresa,  y  los  sentimientos  amistosos  de  los  hijos  del  pais  h&cia 
todo  lo  que  es  amencano,  har&n  que  desarrollen  la  mayor  energia  4  Hn  de  que  los 
csfuerzos  de  los  iniciadores  del  proyecto  se  vcan  coronados  de  buen  6xito." 

LOS  MUSEOS  COMERCIALES  DE  FILADELFIA. 

pYofecto  de  nn  Oongreao        ^^^  Museos  Comerciales  de  Filadelfia  que  tuvieron  su 
Oomercial  internaeionai.     Qflgen  cn  la  idea  de  ensanchar  el  comercio  de  los  Estados 

Unidos  con  Mexico  y  otros  paises  de  la  Am6rica  Central  y  del  Sur,  y  tambi6n 
con  las  Antillas,  trabajan  ahora  con  gran  actividad  para  llevar  4  cabo  el  pro- 
yecto de  un  congreso  internaeionai  compuesto  de  representantes  de  todo  el 
mundo  comercial.  Un  ndmero  reciente  del  "Manufacturer"  anuncia  que  se 
est4  invitando  4  las  c4maras  de  comercio  y  4  otras  instituciones  comerciales 
de  Asia,  Africa,  y  Australasia,  para  que  designen  los  comisionados  que  han  de 
representarlas  en  el  congreso. 

La  comisi6n  consultiva  de  los  Museos  tiene  representantes  en  muchos  centros 
comerciales  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  cuenta  con  personas  amigas  que  atienden  con 
celo  6  interns  4  la  instituci6n,  en  Mexico,  America  Central,  Brasil,  Republica 
Argentina,  Chile  y  dem4s  paises  de  la  America  del  Sur.  Como  el  comercio  de 
los  Estados  Unidos  crece  cada  dla  m4s  en  el  sur  de  Africa,  China,  Jap6n  y  Aus- 
tralia, es  de  desearse  que  el  Museo  en  vie  tambi6n  sus  representantes  4  aquellos 
paises.  A  juzgar  por  las  respuestas  favorables  que  se  est4n  recibiendo  el 
proyecto  promete  alcanzar  un  6xito  complete. 


BOLETIM  MENSAL 

DA 

Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas 

UniXo  Internacional  das  Republicas  Americanas 

Vou  V.  JANEIRO  DE  1898.  No.  7. 


RELA9OES   COMMERCIAES   ENTRE  OS   PAIZES 

, AMERICANOS.— VII. 

A  COSTA  ORIENTAL  DA  AMERICA  DO  SUL.* 

As  republicas  da  America  do  Sul  que  seguem  em  ordem  na 

considera9ao  deste  assumpto,  s2lo  as  que  estlo  situadas  na  costa  do 

Atlantico,  ou  pelo  menos,  encontram  suas  sahidas  naturaes  nesta 

costa.      Estas  republicas,  dadas  na  ordem  de  sua  distancia  dos 

Estados  Unidos,  sJo  o  Brazil,  o  Uruguay,  a  Republica  Argentina 

c  o  Paraguay,  sendo  este  o  unico  paiz  que  nSo  tern  um  porto  na 

costa  oriental.     O  transporte  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  e  esta  vasta 

Tegiio  da  America  do  Sul,  que  possue   nao  somente  grandes 

recursos  naturaes  para  desenvolver-se,  mas  industrias  muito  desen- 

volvidas  e  um  commercio  de  grande  propor9So,  e  feito  directa- 

"f^cnte  e  com  facilidade,  e  nao  espera  as  facilidades  addicionaes 

4^e  acosta  occidental  necessita  com  muita  urgencia,  e  que  seguir^o 

*  construc9ao  de  um  canal  atravez  de  Nicaragua  ou  do  Isthmo  de 

"anama.     A  extensSlo  do  commercio  actual  dos  Estados  Unidos 

para  as  republicas  situadas  na  parte  oriental  da  America  do  Sul, 

^^pcnde,  portanto,  de  condi96es  que  ja  existem  e  n^Lo  das  que 

^^ni  de  ser  creadas. 

A  constniC92lo  do  canal  interoceanico  daria  em  resultado  uma 

*0  primeiro  artigo  desta  serie  foi  publicado  no  Boletim  de  Julho  de  1897. 
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economia  de  distancia  entre  a  costa  oriental  da  America  do  Sul  e 
toda  a  costa  occidental  do  Hemispherio,  mas  teria  pouca  influencia, 
salvo  indirectamente,  sobre  o  commercio  entre  a  costa  do  Atlantico 
da  America  do  Sul  e  o  littoral  do  Atlantico  e  os  portos  do  Golfo 
dos  Estados  Unidos.  Ja  se  encontram  no  vasto  oceanodo  Atlan- 
tico caminhos  maritimos  curtos  e  practicos,  e  os  requisites  para  o 
desenvolvimento  commercial  sao  simplesmente  os  ordinarios  que 
formam  a  base  de  todo  o  commercio  maritimo.  Em  outras  pala- 
vras,  a  unica  cousa  que  temos  de  fazer,  e  descobrir  os  meios  de 
augmentar  a  permuta  de  productos  pelos  caminhos  estabelecidos, 
sem  ter  necessidade  de  remover  difRculdade  alguma  natural.  Si 
pudermos  obter  a  quantidade  de  artigos  que  se  exige  para  a  troca, 
e  OS  navios  para  leval-os,  a  questao  ficara  resolvida. 

Mas  ainda  que  os  portos  da  costa  oriental  da  America  do  Sul 
sejam  pontos  terminaes  de  caminhos  directos  e  definitivos  dos 
Estados  Unidos,  sua  posi9ao  geographica  relativa  a  este  paiz 
nao  e  de  natureza  a  dar-lhe  vantagem  na  concurrencia  com  as 
na9oes  europeas  para  seu  commercio.  Como  se  mostrou  no 
primeiro  artigo  desta  serie,  uma  grande  parte  do  continente  sul- 
americano  esta  situado  a  leste  de  uma  linha  perpendicular  tra9ada 
de  New  York  para  o  sul,  e,  por  conseguinte,  a  costa  da  America 
do  Sul  e  pouco  mais  distante  dos  portos  europeos  do  Norte  do 
que  dos  portos  dos  Estados  Unidos. 

As  condi96es,  portanto,  sao  mais  similares  do  que  na  concurren- 
cia para  o  commercio  do  Mexico,  America  Central,  as  Antilhas  e 
a  costa  septentrional  da  America  do  Sul,  e  o  facto  de  que  esteS 
paizes  estSo  mais  proximos  aos  Estados  Unidos,  da  a  este  paiz 
grande  vantagem  sobre  os  seus  competidores  europeos — uma  van- 
tagem que  como  varias  vezes  tem-se  mostrado  nestes  artigos,  seria 
estendida  a  costa  occidental  da  America  do  Sul,  logo  que  esti- 
vesse  concluido  o  canal  de  Nicaragua  ou  de  Panama.  Mas, 
apezar  disto,  o  total  do  commercio  da  costa  oriental  da  America 
do  Sul  e  tao  grande,  que  a  parte  que  os  Estados  Unidos  tomam 
nelle,  monta  a  grandes  propor96es,  ainda  mesmo  que  as  condi96es 
geographicas  fossem  menos  favoraveis,  especialmente  comparada 
com  a  parte  que  tem  o  trafico  da  costa  occidental.  Segundo  as 
tabellas  publicadas  pela  Reparti9ao  de  Estatistica  do  Ministerio 
da  Fazenda  dos  Estados  Unidos,  o  commercio  de  importa9io  e 
exporta9ao  dos    Estados  Unidos  na  costa  oriental  da  America 
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do  Sul,  durante  os  ultimos  dous  annos  fiscaes  findos  a  30  de  Junho 
de  1896  e  1897,  foi  o  seguinte: 


Costa  oriental  da  America  do  Sul. 


Republica  Argentina'. 

Brazil 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 


Total 


Importayflo. 


1896. 


Dollars. 

9.  313.  385 
71,  060,  046 


3,  242.  428 


83.615.859 


1897. 


Dollars. 
10.  772.  627 

69.  039.  389 


3.515.054 


Kxporta9ao. 


1896. 


Dollars. 
5,  979,  046 
14,  258,  187 


1,481,  200 


83.  327.  070 


21,718,433 


1897. 


Dollars. 

6,  384.  984 

12,  450,  061 

740 

1,213,426 


20,049,  211 


0  total  do  commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  a  America  do 
Sul  durante  os  mesmos  annos  foi  o  seguinte : 

America  do  Sul, 


Importa9flo. 

Bxporta9&o. 

1896. 

1897. 

1896. 

1897. 

Dollars. 
108,  828,  462 

Dollars. 

107,  389.  009 

• 

• 

Dollars. 
36.  297,  671 

Dollars. 
33,  768,  493 

Assim,  vemos  que  do  total  das  importa96es  da  America  do  Sul 
DOS  Estados  Unidos,  mais  do  que  tres  quartas  partes  procedem  da 
costa  oriental,  em  quanto  que  quasi  dous  ter90S  do  total  das  expor- 
ta^Ses  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  a  America  do  Sul  sao  recebidos 
pelo  mesmo  grupo  de  paizes.  O  commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos 
na  costa  occidental  comparado  com  o  da  costa  oriental  parece 
rouito  insignificante.  Apenas  as  possibilidades  deste  trafico  attra- 
hcni  a  atten9ao.     Sens  algarismos  s2Lo  os  seguintes : 

Costa  occidental  da  America  do  Sul. 


Bolivia 
Chile... 

|quador 
Peru  . 


Total 


Importa9ao. 


1896. 


Dollars. 


4.709.017 
763,  643 
712,  696 

6,  185,  356 


1897. 


Dollars. 


3,  792,  434 
566.  526 
722,  089 

5,081,049 


Bxporta^fto. 


1896. 


Dollars. 

21,907 

3,431,808 

689,  416 

999.381 

5.  142,  512 


1897. 


Dollars. 

7.787 

2,578.911 

734.  868 

1. 108, 436 

4, 430, 002 
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Espera-se  pouco  augmento  nestes  algarismos  ate  que  a  conclus^o 
do  canal  interoceanico  abra  um  caminho  maritimo  mais  curto  c 
mais  barato  dos  Estados  Unidos  ao  littoral  do  Pacifico  da  America 
do  Sul;  mas  o  total  do  trafico  actual,  assim  como  as  grandes 
riquezas  agricolas  do  Brazil  e  dos  paizes  do  Rio  da  Prata,  que 
proraettem  grande  desenvolvimento  de  commercio,  parece  indicar 
a  costa  oriental  da  America  do  Sul  como  terreno  fevoravel  no 
qual  cony  em  cultivar  rela9des  mais  estreitas  com  os  Estados 
Unidos. 

Sob  o  ponto  de  vista  do  ^bricante  e  exportador  dos  Estados 
Unidos,  as  actuaes  rela95es  commerciaes  com  os  paizes  da  costa 
oriental  da  America  do  Sul  nio  sao  sads&ctorias,  porque  os  Esta- 
dos Unidos,  em  quanto  que  importam  annualmente  destes  paizes 
productos  no  valor  de  mais  de  $83,000,000,  Ihes  vendem  produc- 
tos  no  valor  de  so  $20,000,000,  ou  menos  de  um  quarto  desta 
somma.  Agora  que  o  febricante  americano  fez  concurrencia  com 
bom  exito  com  o  seu  competidor  europeo  no  proprio  mercado 
deste,  nao  ha  raz^o  para  que  nao  tenha  bom  exito  na  concurrencia 
com  o  seu  competidor  europeo  nos  mercados  da  America  do  Sul, 
ou  em  qualquer  outro  mercado  estrangeiro.  Elle  descuida-se  dos 
obstaculos  de  costume,  de  rela96es  commerciaes  por  tanto  tempo 
estabelecidas,  de  predisposi9oes  de  tarifa,  e  do  capital  europeo  que 
esta  entrincheirado  nas  institui9oes  bancarias  e  govema  o  cambio. 
Estes  obstaculos,  sem  duvida,  podem  ser  eventualmente  vencidos, 
mas  somente  por  esfor9os  pacientes  e  intelligentes. 

Talvez  a  melhor  agencia  que  se  possa  empregar  para  removel-os, 
seja  um  systema  de  reciprocidade  que  assegure  a  livre  troca  de 
productos  sem  prejuizo  das  industrias  estabelecidas.  Si  um  sys- 
tema de  reciprocidade  fosse  iniciado  de  tal  modo  que  cada  parte 
fosse  beneficiada,  contribuiria,  sem  duvida,  para  desviar  o  com- 
mercio  dos  caminhos  europeos  e  para  unir  as  republicas  americanas 
numa  verdadeira  communidade  de  interesses.  As  questdes  subsidia- 
rias,  mas  nem  por  isso  menos  importantes,  do  augmento  das  fecili- 
dades  de  transporte  com  vapores  sob  as  bandeiras  das  republicas 
americanas  e  de  estradas  de  ferro  ligando  os  differentes  paizes  com 
la90s  de  a90,  e  da  adapta9§lo  de  manufacturas  dos  Estados  Unidos 
e  de  methodos  de  negocio  as  exigencias  do  commercio  sul-ameri- 
cano,  ja  foram  tratadas  extensamente  nesta  serie  de  artigos,  mas 
devem  ser  lembradas  constantemente  e  submettidas  a  atten9So  dc 
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todos  OS  interessados  no  grande  problema  de  condi95es  commerciaes 

na  America  como  indispensaveis  a  um .  rapido  desenvolvimento. 

Dos  paizes  de  que  trata  este  artigo  o  Brazil  tem  o  maior  trafico 

com  OS  Estados  Unidos.     Durante  o  ultimo  anno  fiscal  findo  a 

30  de  Junho  de  1897,  o  valor  das  exporta^des  do  Brazil  para  os 

Estados   Unidos  montou  a  mais   de    $69,000,000,  e  o  das  im- 

porta96es  montou  a  $12,450,000.     Houve  uma  diminui95o  de 

$2,000,000  no  valor  das  exporta9oes  comparadas  com  as  do  anno 

anterior  e  de  $1,800,000   no   das   importa9Qes,  mas  essa  dimi- 

nui9ao  e  de  pouca  importancia  no  valor  total  de  um  commercio 

que  montou  a  $81,000,000,  e  encontra  precedentes  nas  fluctua96es 

dos  annos  anteriores.     Fallando  em  geral,  nao  se  pode  dizer  que 

as  importa9oes  dos  Estados  Unidos  no  Brazil,  tem  augmentado 

numa  serie   de  annos,  em  quanto  que  suas  exporta95es  para  os 

Estados  Unidos  tem  diminuido  desde  1893  no  valor  de  $7,000,000. 

Este  estado  de  cousas  e  tanto  mais  notavel  quanto  e  sabido  que 

o  Brazil,  mais  do  que  nenhum  outro  paiz  da  America  do  Sul,  tem 

manifestado,  desde  muitos  annos,  a  maior  cordialidade  nas  suas 

redoes,  quer  politicas  quer  commerciaes,  com  os  Estados  Unidos. 

Os  principaes  productos  agricolas  do  Brazil,  taes  como  o  cafe, 

assucar,  boiracha,  etc.,  sendo  quasi  exclusivamente  tropicaes,  este 

paiz  nio  pode  fazer  concurrencia  com  os  cereaes  dos  Estados 

Unidos,  e,  por  conseguinte,  estes  podem  fazer  concessSes  de  tarife 

scm  prejudicarem  suas  industrias  nacionaes.     Por  outro  lado,  ha 

grande  variedade  de  productos  manufacturados  e  alimenticios  que 

0  Brazil  desejaria  importar  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  maior  quanti- 

dade,  si  as  condi95es  fossem  mais  favoraveis.     Nao  ha  paiz  no 

Hemispherio  Occidental  que  pare9a  ofFerecer  maiores  beneficios, 

SI  se  estabelecer  um  bem  elaborado  systema  de  reciprocidade  entre 

die  e  OS  Estados  Unidos. 

Asrela96es  entre  a  Republica  Argentina  e  os  Estados  Unidos 
s5o  menos  faceis  de  ajustar*se,  em  consequencia  da  similhan9a  dos 
pnncipaes  productos  dos  dous  paizes,  taes  como  o  trigo  e  a  la.  A 
R^ublica  Argentina,  entretanto,  produz  artigos  da  zona  torrida, 
^^to  como  da  zona  temperada,  e  pode  ser  que  os  jrtigos  (taes 
conio  0  assucar)  que  n2lo  entram  em  concurrencia  com*  os  princi- 
P^^s  productos  dos  Estados  Unidos,  salvo  em  pequena  escala, 
Possam  ser  usados  como  base  para  concessSes  mutuas.  Tambem 
^2-se  que  certas  qualidades  da  la  da  Republica  Argentina  nao 
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podem  ser  cultivadas  nos  Estados  Unidos  coni  vantagem,  e,  con- 
seguintemente,  podiam  ser  admittidas  em  condi9oes  mais  favora- 
veis;  mas  declara-se,  por  outro  lado,  que  os  Estados  Unidos,  com 
a  protec9^o  da  tarifa,  podiam  cultivar  em  certas  localidades  a 
mesma  qualidade  de  la. 

Esta  e  uma  questSo  para  ser  ajustada  por  aquelles  especial- 
mente  habilitados  para  resolvel-a,  mas  pode-se  dizer  que  a  recipro- 
cidade  subintende  uma  politica  de  dar  e  receber,  com  o  fim  geral 
de  fornecer  a  todos  o  maior  beneficio  possivel.  O  commcrcio  da 
Republica  Argentina  e  de  grandes  propor9oes,  montando  a  mais 
de  $200,000,000  por  anno.  Actual mente  a  parte  que  os  Estados 
Unidos  tomam  neste  commercio  e  somente  de  7  por  cento. 
Evidentemente  seria  de  vantagem  considerar  as  possibilidades  de 
augmentar  a  troca  de  productos. 

Os  principaes  productos  do  Uruguay  s3io  semelhantes  aos  dos 
Estados  Unidos,  a  saber,  gado,  1^  milho,  trigo,  etc.;  mas  as  esta- 
tisticas  mostram  que  o  Uruguay  exporta  para  os  Estados  Unidos 
mais  productos  do  que  importa  deste  paiz,  e  nos  paizes  do  Para- 
guay e  Uruguay,  os  exportadores  americanos  encontrariam,  sem 
duvida,  um  bom  mercado  para  a  venda  de  certas  classes  de  merca- 
dorias.  No  Uruguay,  por  exemplo,  ha  grande  procura  de  kero- 
sene e  madeiras  de  construc9ao,  e  os  Estados  Unidos  podiam,  sem 
duvida,  supprir  este  mercado  quasi  exclusivamente  si  os  direitos 
impostos  pelo  Uruguay  sobre  estes  artigos  fossem  reduzidos. 

Com  a  excep9ao  do  Paraguay,  com  que  os  Estados  Unidos  tern 
pouco  commercio,  os  paizes  da  costa  oriental  da  America  do  Sul 
tem  o  balan9o  de  commercio  a  seu  favor.  Com  um  ajuste  de 
direitos  aduaneiros  e  esfor90S  systematicos  por  parte  dos  exporta- 
dores dos  Estados  Unidos,  nao  e  de  duvidar,  que,  em  vista  das 
sympathias  naturaes  da  Republica  Argentina,  do  Brazil,  e  Uru- 
guay para  a  republica  irmS  do  Norte,  estes  paizes  desejariam 
comprar  em  maior  quantidade  de  um  freguez  tSLo  lucrativo.  Para 
resolver  o  problema  do  augmento  do  commercio,  necessitam-se 
arranjos*  de  reciprocidade  e  esfor90s  energicos  por  parte  dos  homens 
de  negocio  dos  Estados  Unidos  afim  de  veneer  os  esfor9os  indus- 
triosos  dos  manufectureiros  e  exportadores  europeos. 


Jfe^^^  (^^^^...a^ 
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O  AUTOR  DA  DOUTRINA  DE  RECIPROCIDADE. 

Por  Alex.  D.  Anderson. 

Desde  que  as  republicas  americanas  reuniram-se  em  Wash- 
ington em  1889,  ^  discutiram  profundamente  a  questSio  de  recipro- 
cidade,  varias  vezes  tem-se  feito  nas  columnas  dos  periodicos 
muitas  tentativas  para  descobrir  o  autor  desta  doutrina  popular. 

Um  jomal,  depois  de  dedicar  muito  espa9o  a  articulistas  conhe- 
cidos  para  suas  communica96es  sobre  este  assumpto,  nas  quaes 
todas  a  attribuiram  a  estadistas  recentes,  final  mente  declarou  no 
scu  editorial  que  ainda  a  questSo  nao  ficava  resolvida. 

E  a  opinao  geral  que  a  doutrina  de  reciprocidade  e  de  crea9ao 
modema,  emqiianto  que  e  de  facto  tao  antigua  como  o  proprio 
Govemo  e  originou-a  um  dos  fiindadores  da  Republica. 

O  melhor  meio  que  se  pode  empregar  para  determinar  esta  con- 
froversia,  e  examinar  desde  o  principio  a  historica  commercial  dos 
Estados  Unidos,  como  consta  das  publica96es  officiaes  ameri- 
canas, para  descobrir  a  primeira  men9ao  do  assumpto. 

No  volume  i  das  Rela95es  Exteriores  durante  a  primeira  admi- 

Distra9io  do  Presidente  Washington,  encontra-se  pouco  sobre  o 

cammercio  estrangeiro   ate  o   anno   de    1793,  quando  Thomas 

Jetferson,  entSo  Secretario  de  Estado,  fez  um  relatorio  sObre  o 

assumpto  a  Camara  dos  Representantes. 

Foi  isto  em  resposta  a  uma  resolu9ao,  approvada  pela  Camara, 
dous  annos  antes  (23  de  Fevereirode  1791),  para  que  o  Secrefario 
de  Estado  fizesse  um  relatorio  ao  Congresso  sobre  "a  natureza  e 
extensao  dos  privilegios  e  restric95es  das  rela96es  commerciaes  dos 
Estados  Unidos  com  as  na95es  estrangeiras,  e  as  medidas  que 
julgasse  conveniente  adoptarem-se  para  o  melhoramento  do  seu 
commercio  e  navega92io." 

0  relatorio,  assim  como  o  tempo  consumido  na  sua  prepara92Lo 

mostram  que  foi  baseado  n'uma  investiga9Socuidadosa  do  assumpto. 

Foi  0  primeiro  relatorio  bem  estudado  sobre  nossas  rela95es 

commerciaes  com  o  exterior,  e  e  um  documento  digno  do  espirito 

^fganisador  do  grande  estadista  americano. 

Depois  de  apresentar  os  factos  relativos  ao  nosso  commercio 

^ni  as  principaes  na9des  do  mundo,  o  Sr.  Jefferson  entra  em 
BaU.  No.  7 8 
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uma  discussao  elaborada  sobre  o  piano  que  deve  govemar  as 
rela96es  commerciaes.     EUe  diz  o  seguinte : 

"  Sendo  estas  as  restric96es  sobre  o  commercio  e  navega92lo  dos 
Estados  Unidos,  a  questao  e  saber  como  estas  podem  ser  remo- 
vidas,  modificadas  ou  combatidas. 

"  Quanto  ao  commercio  ha  dous  methodos  de  agir;  primeiro, 
por  meio  de  arranjos  amistosos  com  as  varias  na^des  com  as  quaes 
se  dao  essas  restric9oes ;  e,  segundo,  por  meio  de  legisla9io  especial 
afim  de  contrabalan9ar  seus  efFeitos. 

"  Destes  dous  methodos,  n2io  ha  duvida  que  o  arranjo  amistoso 
e  o  melhor. 

"  Si  o  commercio,  em  vez  de  ser  embara9ado  com  a  accumu- 
la9ao  de  leis,  regulamentos,  direitos  e  prohibi95es,  pudesse  ser 
libertado  de  todos  os  obstaculos  em  todas  as  partes  do  mundo  e 
cada  paiz  pudesse  dedicar-se  a  produc9ao  de  artigos  a  que  fosse 
adaptado  pela  natureza,  e  si  os  paizes  pudessem  livremente  trocar 
seus  mutuos  excessos  de  produc9ao  pelos  productos  de  que  carecem 
mutuamente,  entao  seria  produzida  a  maior  quantidade  possivel  de 
taes  productos  que  contribuem  para  a  vida  e  felicidade  humana,  a 
popula9ao  seria  augmentada,  e  sua  condi9ao  melhorada. 

**Ainda  que  uma  so  na9ao  quizesse  iniciar  este  systema  de 
commercio  livre  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  seria  conveniente  ini- 
cial-o  com  essa  na9ao,  desde  que  e  somente  de  uma  a  uma  que 
se  pode  estender  o  systema  a  todas.  Quando  as  circ.umstancias  de 
uma  ou  outra  parte  exigem  a  imposi9ao  de  direitos  sobre  o  com- 
mercio, sua  liberdade  neste  particular  podia  ser  modificada  por 
medidas  mutuas  e  equivalentes,  conservando-a  inteira  em  todos  os 

outros  particulares." 

»  »  »  *  »  »  # 

"  Mas  si  uma  na9ao,  contra  nossos  desejos,  suppuzer  ser  de  mais 
vantagem  continuar  seu  systema  de  prohibi96es,  direitos  e  regula- 
mentos, e  preciso  tambem  que  protejamos  nossos  concidadSos,  seu 
commercio  e  navega9ao,  por  outras  prohibi96es,  direitos  e  regula- 
mentos semelhantes.  O  commercio  e  navega9ao  livres  nao  devem 
ser  trocados  pelas  restric95es  e  vexames,  e  n^o  e  provavel  que  estes 
sejam  mitigados  por  aquelles." 

Os  principios  seguintes  baseados  na  reciprocidade  parecem  per- 
feitamente  equitativos,  e  nSo  ofFerecem  as  outras  na9des  raz^o  para 
reclama92lo. 
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Quando  uma  na9ao   imp5e   direitos  excessivos   sobre  nossos 

productos,  ou  os  prohibe,  sera  conveniente  fazermos  outro  tanto, 

primeiro  onerando  ou  prohibindo  os  productos  que  nos  trazem  em 

concurrencia  com  os  nossos  semelhares;  em  segundo  lugar,  esco- 

Ihendo  os  productos  manufacturados  que   recebemos  dellas  em 

maior  quantidade,  e  que,  ao  mesmo  tempo,  podiamos  produzir 

nos  mesmos  no  menor  espa90  de  tempo,  ou  obter  de  outros  paizes, 

impondo  sobre  elles  direitos  primeiramente  pequenos,  e  depois 

augmentai-os  a  propor9ao  que  outros  meios  de  supprimento  se 

abrirem.     Estes  direitos  dando  em  resultado  a  anima9ao  indirecta 

das  febricas  nacionaes,  podem  persuadir  o  manufactureiro  a  immi- 

giar  para  estes  Estados,  onde  os  meios  baratos  de  subsistencia,  as 

leis  equitativas  e  a  venda  de  suas  mercadorias  livres  de  direito, 

podem  garantir-lhe  grandes  lucros  para  sua  habilidade  e  diligencia." 

Este  documento,    cujos  trechos  ficam  citados,  e  de  interesse 

especial  para  as  juntas  de  commercio,  e  outras  organisa96es  com- 

merciaes  nos  Estados  Unidos,  que  tem  mostrado  recentemente 

grande  interesse  na  doutrina  de  reciprocidade,  e  deve  ser  publicado 

de  novo,  como  materia  de  valor  e  interesse  para  o  publico. 


REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

COMMERCIO  ESTRANGEIRO  DURANTE  O  PRIMEIRO  SEMESTRE 

DO  ANNO  DE   1897. 

Do relatorio  publicado  pela  Reparticao  Nacional  de  Estatisticas, 
sao  tornados  os  seguintes  dados  relativos  ao  commercio  estrangeiro 
da  Republica  Argentina  durante  o  primeiro  semestre  do  anno 
conente : 

0  total  das  importa9oes  e  exporta95es,  exceptuando  a  moeda 
cunhada,  montou  a  $113,742,314,  em  ouro,  contra  $121,773,627 
durante  o  mesmo  periodo  em  1896,  ou  uma  diminui9ao  de 
$8,031,313,  dos  quaes  $2,068,868  pertencem  as  importa9oes  e 
$51968445  as  exporta96es. 

As  importa95es  attingiram  a  somma  de  $49,987,541,  distri- 
buidas  do  modo  seguinte : 

Artigos  sujeitos  a  direitos $43i  045i  658 

Artigos  1  ivrcs 6,  658, 12 1 

Mocda  cunhada 283,  762 

Comparados  com  os  do  primeiro  semestre  do  anno  de  1896, 
estes  algarismos  mostram  uma  diminui9ao  de  $2, 143,428  eni  artigos 
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sujeitos  a  direitos,  e  de  $5,387,390  em  moeda  cunhada,  em  quanto 
que  OS  artigos  livres  tern  augmentado  em  um  valor  de  $74,560. 

A  diminui9ao  se  tem  notado  principalmente  nos  productos  do 
reino  vegetal,  na  importancia  de  $1,334*339;  em  madeiras  e  suas 
manufacturas,  $591,412;  em  tecidos,  com  excep9ao  dos  artigos  de 
seda  e  algodao,  $1,170,960;  em  licores,  vinhos  e  bebidas  espiri- 
tuosas,  $355,830. 

A  diminui9ao  crescente  notada  nas  entradas  de  vinhos  ordi- 
narios  em  barris  e,  sobre  todo,  extraordinaria.  As  importa96es 
deste  artigo,  que  durante  o  primeiro  semestre  do  anno  de  189^ 
montaram  a  somma  de  $3,280,000  em  ouro,  diminuiram  successi- 
vamente  a  $2,820,000  para  o  periodo  correspondente  de  1896,  e 
a  $2,552,668  em  1897.  ^^^^  ^  devido  em  grande  parte  ao  aug- 
mento  nos  ultimos  annos  da  cultura  das  vinhas  nas  provincias  do 
noroeste  da  Republita  Argentina.  Os  vinhos  de  San  Juan,  de 
Mendoza,  etc.,  que  s^o  preparados  com  mais  cuidado  que  no  pas- 
sado,  se  consumem  em  grande  escala  como  vinhos  de  mesa  ordi- 
narios  e  come9am  a  fazer  concurrencia  seria  aos  vinhos  francezes  e 
italianos. 

Os  artigos  em  que  se  nota  um  augmento  sio  os  seguintes : 

Os  productos  chimicos  e  pharmaceuticos $200, 938 

Ferro  e  suas  manufacturas I,  338,  300 

Tecidos  de  seda  e  l2L 169, 921 

Vermouth 109, 825 

O  augmento  que  se  observa  na  tabella  precedente  e  todo  em 
favor  da  importa9So  da  Italia,  pois  o  vermouth  italiano  e  quasi  o 
unico  que  se  consume  no  paiz. 

A  seguinte  tabella  da  o  valor  das  importa96es  dos  difFerentes 
paizes  para  a  Republica  Argentina  nos  annos  de  1896  e  1897. 


Paiz. 


Gr^  Bretanha. . . 

Fran9a 

Allemanha 

Italia 

Estados  Unidos 

Belgica 

Brazil 

Hespanha 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Chi  e 

Hollanda 

Portugal 

As  Antilhas. . . . 
Bolivia 


1897. 


$18,  947.  560 
5.  778. 087 
5,  728,  254 
5,  342,  946 
4,  985.  746 
4,186,946 
I,  826,  803 

i»  755.  175 
578.  481 
295,  386 

96,343 
52,  166 
31,  229 
28,007 

23.177 


1896. 


$20,424,178 
5.553.070 
6,  358,  227 
5,400,741 

4. 933.  336 
4,116,  154 
2, 479,  301 
1, 410,  244 
502,  184 
335.  163 

11.443 
64,  189 
43,908 
18, III 
23,  677 


Augmento. 


$225,017 

52. 410 
70, 792 

344.931 
76, 297 

84,900 

9,896 

Diminui^flo. 


$1,476,618 

629, 973 
57.  795 

652, 498 

39.  777 

12, 023 
12,680 

500 
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Durante  o  mesmo  periodo  as  exporta95es  attingiram  a  somma 
de  $65,2 1 8,829,  e  foram  como  segue : 

Artigos  sujeitos  a  direitos , $39,  771,  228 

Art  gos  livres 24,  267,  307 

Moeda cunhada i,  180,  294 

Estes  dados  comparados  com  os  do  primeiro  trimestre  do  anno 
precedente  mostram  que  a  exporta9^o  de  artigos  sujeitos  a  direitos 
tem  augmentado  em  $5,574*633;  a  de  moeda  cunhada  em 
$1,076,132;  e  a  exporta9ao  de  artigos  livres  tem  diminuido  em 
$11,537,078.  Esta  diminui9ao,  que  afFecta  quasi  unicamente  os 
productos  agricolas,  e  consequencia  da  devasta9ao  occasionada 
pelosgafanhotos,  que  destruiram  quasi  inteiramente  a  ultima  colheita 
dt  cereaes. 

Os  paizes  que  compram  productos  argentinos  figuram  na  ordem 
^guinte: 


Paiz. 

Xlf^Va 

Q   '^nianha 

j^  ^  l^retanha. . . 

^^*il 

^^\ia 

*^«^Uguay 

i^^spanha 

^^ilivia 

^S  -Antilhas.... 
,-jaraguay 

^ollanda 

*^ortugal 


1897. 


$14, 

9. 
7. 
6. 

5. 
5. 
I. 
I, 
I. 


871.335 
321,283 

651,223 

303.  584 

675. 423 
227,  765 

928, 723 
127,721 

103.  593 
512,  285 

270,  491 

187. 546 

73. 440 

33.133 
10, 142 


I896. 


$14, 932,  860 
8, 456, 197 
8, 146,  182 
7. 665,  597 
4.629,751 
3,  281,  279 
I,  882, 031 
1.354.  712 
1, 656,  067 

457.  934 
265,  478 

128,  253 
82,  634 

438,  528 
14, 088 


Augmento. 


$865,  086 


1,045.672 

I,  946,  486 

46,  692 


54.  351 
5.013 

59.  293 


Diminuicao. 


♦61,  525 


494.  959 
I,  363.  013 


226,  991 
552, 474 


9.194 

405.  395 

3.946 


O  valor  das  exporta95es  para  os    Estados   Unidos  durante  o 
primeiro  semestre  dos  annos  de  1897  e  1896  mostra  um  augmento 
de  $1,946,486. 


iJB 


BRAZIL. 

OBRAS  DE  MELHORAMENTO  DO  PORTO  DE  PERNAMBUCO. 

0  Govemo  dos  Estados  Unidos  do  Brazil  resolveo  abrir  con- 
^^rrencia  para  execu9ao  das  obras  de  melhoramento  do  porto  do 
'^^cife,  Estado  de  Pernambuco,  a  terceira  cidade  do  paiz  em 
^D^portancia  commercial.  O  Recife  possue  um  porto  natural, 
^ndo  o  quebra  mar  constituido  pelos  arrecifes  que  a  certa  dis- 
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tancia  da  terra  se  estendem  ao  longo  de  parte  da  costa  norte  do 
Brazil.  Requer-se  comtudo  melhorar  as  condi95es  existentes,  se- 
gundo  o  piano  geral  elaborado  pelo  engenheiro  brazileiro  Alfredo 
LisBOA,  a  que  o  concessionario  tera  de  sujeitar-se  com  as  altera- 
96es  que  durante  a  execu9§o  forem  julgadas  necessarias,  a  juizo 
do  Govemo.  As  obras  referidas  comprehendem  os  seguintes 
trabalhos :  construc9ao  de  um  quebra  mar  sobre  o  recife  submerso; 
alteiamento  dos  recifes ;  construc9ao  de  caes  definitivos,  acostaveis 
por  navios  de  grande  calado ;  dragagem  em  todo  o  porto ;  collo- 
ca9ao  de  boias  e  postes  de  amarra9ao  nos  ancoradouros ;  construc9ao 
de  armazens  necessarios  ao  recebimento,  guarda  e  conserva9ao  das 
mercadorias,  os  quaes  gozar^o  das  vantagens  e  favores  concedidos 
por  lei  aos  armazens  alfandegados ;  estabelecimento,  ao  longo  do 
caes,  de  vias  ferreas  em  communica9ao  com  os  seus  armazens  e 
com  as  estradas  de  ferro  e  tramways  existentes ;  estabelecimento  e 
bateria  completa  de  guindastes  hydraulicos  ou  electricos,  e  con- 
struc9ao  de  diques  ou  estaleiros  destinados  a  exame  e  concertos  d< 
navios. 

O  contractante  submettera  a  approva9ao  do  Govemo  as  plantar 
definitivas  dentro  do  prazo  de  6  mezes  depois  da  appro va9alo  d^ 
contracto  pelo  Congresso,  e  as  obras  come9arao  no  prazo  de  i 
mezes,  devendo  ficar  concluidas  dentro  de  5  e  10  annos. 

Para  remunera9ao  e  amortiza9ao  do  capital  empregado  o  co 
tractante  percebera  ate  o  prazo  de  revers^io  das  obras  ao  Govei 
4  categorias  de  taxas;  de  atraca9ao,  de  utilisa9ao  do  caes,  de  cai —  ^ 
e  descarga  (capatazias)  e  de  armazenagem,  alem  da  percep9ao  .«z 
outras  imposi9oes  relativas  ao  transporte  de  carga  e  estadias  czio 
navios  nos  diques. 

Quando  a  renda  liquida  exceder  12  por  cento,  as  taxes  sofFrerso 
reduc9ao  geral. 

Se  as  obras  forem  executadas  por  empreza  estrangeira,  sera  elia 
considerada  nacional  para  todos  os  efFeitos  do  presente  contractro. 

As  propostas  serao  apresentadas,  em  carta  fechada,  ate  as  tres  hon^^ 
da  tarde  do  dia  28  de  Fevereiro  de  1898  na  lega92Lo  do  Brazil  esm 
Washington,  e  ser^o  abertas  no  dia  e  hora  que  forem  annunciadc^s- 
Na  mesma  lega92Lo  e  no  consulado  geral  em  New  York  ser^^ 
prestadas  todas  as  outras  informa9oes  que  os  pretendentes  a  co^*" 
currencia  desejarem. 
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COLUMBIA. 

MANUFACTURAS  AMERICANAS. 

O  Sl  Bidlake,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Barranquilla, 

Columbia,  faz,  no  relatorio  annual  a  seu  Governo,  algumas  indi- 

ca96es  opportunas  relativas  as  manufacturas  americanas  que  se 

importam  n'aquella  Republica.     Uma  das  queixas  principaes  dos 

commerciantes  e  que  as  mercadorias  americanas  nSio  sSo  tao  bem 

cinpacotadas 'Como  as  europeas.    Alem  disto,  a  necessidade  de 

^egociar  por  intermedio  de  casas  de  commissao  em  vez  de  fazel-o 

rfirectamente  com  os  fabricantes,  da  em  resultado  o  empacotamento 

de  novo  das  mercadorias,  e  por  conseguinte,  um  augmento  de  peso 

^o  Volume.     Nos  portos  columbianos,  se  cobram  os  direitos  sobre 

®  peso  bruto  do  volume  em  caixa,  segundo  a  classe,  e,  por  con- 

^guinte,  deve  evitar-se  que  pesem  mais  do  que  e  absolutamente 

'^^crcssario. 

Preferem-se  as  ferramentas  americanas  as  europeas,  porque  slo 

'^^is  aperfei9oadas,  mais  .leves  e  mais  commodas,  mas  sSo  mais 

^^r^.     Os  fabricantes  allemSes  imitam  exactamente  os  fa95es  de 

ollins,  que  se  consideram  os  melhores  na  America  do  Sul,  e  os 

antem  como  de   igual  qualidade,  ofFerecendo  repol-os,  si  se 

H^^brarem. 

Os  moveis  s^o  todos  importados,  e    dos  Estados   Unidos  se 

^^xiportam  as  cadeiras  amarellas  baratas  de  qualidade  ordinaria  e 

com  assentos  de  rotim.     Os  apparelhos  para  luz  electrica  que 

vem  dos  Estados  Unidos,  custam  mais  que  os  europeos,  especi- 

almente  as  lampadas  incandescentes  que  valem  18  centavos  cada 

^nia,  ao  passo  que  as  lampadas  ordinarias  da  Italia  se  vendem  a 

^0.6  centavos.     O  arame  americano  se  vende  por  um  pre9o  de  10 

^  15  por  cento  mais  caro  que  o  allemao.     O  cal9ado  para  mulhe- 

^^s  e  crian9as  e  todo  importado,  e  geralmente  e  de  estylo  francez. 

0  cal^ado  para  homens  e  feito  no  paiz,  mas  as  palas  sSLo  importa- 
das. 
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COSTA    RICA. 

O  General  J.  S.  Casement,  que  obteve  recentemente  uma  con- 
cessSo  do  govemo  de  Costa  Rica  para  a  construc9ao  da  estrada  de 
ferro  do  Pacifico,  que  deve  atravessar  a  Republica  e  unir  a  costa 
do  Atlantico  a  do  Pacifico,  acaba  de  vol  tar  de  Costa  Rica  e  da 
informa95es  importantes  relativas  as  condi95es  politicas  e  com- 
merciaes  deste  paiz. 

Segundo  o  general  Casement,  o  Presidente  Iglesias  deseja  que 
se  estreitem  as  rela96es  commerciaes  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  e  o 
seu  paiz.  Ja  os  Estados  Unidos  predominam  no  coramercio  de 
Costa  Rica,  do  qual  duas  quintas  partes  sSo  feitas  com  New 
Orleans,  e,  si  se  esfor9arem  diligentemente,  nSio  ha  razao  por 
que  OS  Estados  Unidos  nao  possam  alcan9ar  quatro  quintas  partes 

do  commercio  de  Costa  Rica.  Os  cidadaos  de  Costa  Rica  neces- 
sitam  de  machinas  e  a  opportunidade  e  ofFerecida  aos  manufac- 
tureiros  americanos  para  que  se  aproveitem  deste  mercado. 

O  Presidente  Iglesias  projecta  muitos  melhoramentos  internos. 
Estao-se  construindo  estradas  de  ferro  e  o  desenvolvimento  da 
navega9ao  fluvial  recebe  cuidadosa  atten9ao.  Com  este  objecto, 
convida-se  capital  estrangeiro  para  explorar  os  grandes  rccursos 
naturaes  do  paiz.  Quasi  todos  os  productos  tropicaes  podem  ser 
cultivados,  os  recursos  mineraes  sao  varios  e  o  clima  e  excellente. 


HAITI. 

NOVOS  PROJECTOS  FINANCEIROS. 

O  Honrado  William  F.  Powell,  ministro  dos  Estados  Unidos 
em  Haiti,  communica  que  a  Camara  dos  Deputados  esta  discu- 
tindo  um  projecto  de  lei  para  a  consolida92io  de  todas  as  dividas 
da  Republica  em  uma  so  divida  nacional.  Com  este  objecto  se 
prop5e  a  negociar  um  emprestimo  de  $6,000,000  nos  Estados 
Unidos,  com  6  por  cento  de  juro  annual.  Esta  quantia  servira 
para  o  pagamento  de  toda  a  divida  actual  do  paiz,  que  monta  a 
$26,875,784  em  moeda  de  Haiti,  e  para  por  fim  ao  papel  moeda 
e  substituil-o  com  moeda  de  ouro,  tomando  como  unidade  mone- 
taria  o  dollar  dos  Estados  Unidos. 
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Para  garantir  o  prqjectado  emprestimo,  se  tomara  uma  parte  dos 
direitos  de  exporta9ao  de  cafe,  que  se  calculam  em  cerca  de 
$2,000,000  annualmente,  e,  alem  disso,  si  for  necessario,  se  dedi- 
cara  ao  mesmo  fim  uma  parte  dos  direitos  de  importa9ao. 

Estas  quantias  formarao  um  fundo  de  amortiza9ao  para  o  ser- 
vi9o  da  divida  e  seu  resgate.  Tambem  se  projecta,  no  caso  de  se 
obter  o  emprestimo,  a  recunhagem  nos  Estados  Unidos  da 
nioeda  fraccionaria  de  prata  tomando  por  base  a  deste  paiz. 

0  Ministro  Powell  ere  que  este  arranjo  financeiro  contribuira 
para  estabelecer  rela96es  mais  estreitas  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  e, 
conseguintemente,  para  diminuir  a  influencia  da  Fran9a  e  AUe- 
'^anha  que  tern  predominado  na  ilha. 


MEXICO. 

CULTURA  DA  BORRACHA. 

^4uitas  pessoas  tem  pedido  a  esta  Secretaria  informa96es  relativas 

^Viltura  de  borracha  no  Mexico.     Como  resposta  a  estas  perguntas, 

^Vilicamos  a  seguinte  informa9ao,  que  e  o  resultado  das  investi- 

^^6es  feitas  pelo  Sr.  Geo.  D.  Coleman,  para  o  periodico  intitulado 

i"he  Two  Republics." 

-Ate  agora  o  Brazil  tem  sido  o  grande  productor  de  borracha, 

»^T:ido  suas  exporta95es  por  anno  no  valor  de  $100,000,000.     Ha, 

E>OTem,  no  Mexico  e  na  America  Central,  terrenos  igualmente 

^claptados  a  cultura  de  borracha,  com  a  vantagem  de  gozar  de  um 

dima  muito  superior.     Outr'ora,  toda  a  borracha  foi  extrahida  de 

arvores  silvestres,  mas  havendo  augmentado  o  consumo  de  borracha, 

^  por  conseguinte  o  seu  pre90,  os  capitaes  estao  sendo  empregados 

'^csta  industria  e  muitos  se  dedicam  a  ella  com  proveito. 

As  arvores  de  borracha  nSo  crescem  bem  a  uma  eleva9ao  supe- 
^^or  a  500  pes  sobre  o  nivel  do  mar,  e  os  melhores  terrenos  para  a 
^^Itura  dellas  saLo  os  baixos  e  humidos,  mas  nao  pantanosos.  Ha 
P^^co  tempo  que  se  podiam  comprar  grandes  areas  de  terreno  ade- 
4^ado  para  a  cultura  de  arvores  de  borracha  pelo  pre90  de  25 
c^ntavos  por  geira,  mas  com  o  desenvolvimento  desta  industria,  o 
P^^9^  de  terreno  augmentou  muito,  e  agora  o  pre90  ordinario  por 
S^ira  e  de  $2  a  $5  na  moeda  mexicana.  Deve-se  lembrar,  porem, 
4^e  OS  terrenos  de  borracha  podem  ser  utilisados  na  cultura  de 
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outros  productos,  taes  como  milho^  feijao,  etc.,  ate  as  arvores  che- 
garem  a  tanta  altura  que  cobram  de  sombra  os  terrenos,  e  que  estes 
productos  podem  ser  vendidos  com  lucro  sufRciente  para  liquidar 
OS  gastos  incorridos  na  prepara9ao  do  terreno  de  borracha. 

Depois  de  comprar  o  terreno,  o  gasto  principal  e  o  de  desmon- 
tal-o  e  preparal-o.  O  desmonte  pode  ser  feito  com  proveito  si  ha 
boas  facilidades  de  transporte,  porque  os  paus  de  tinturaria,  pau 
sandalo,  pau  setim,  ebano,  mogno,  etc.,  quando  exportados  se  ven- 
dem  por  pre90s  que  compensam  os  gastos. 

O  terreno  que  se  escolha  deve  estar  situado  nas  margens  dos 
rios  e  o  solo  deve  ser  fertil,  lodoso  e  espesso.  A  presen9a  de  arvores 
de  borracha  silvestres,  indica  que  o  terreno  e  bom  para  a  cultura  de 
borracha.  Devem-se  deixar  em  pe  estas  arvores  quando  se  des- 
montar  o  terreno,  assim  como  as  novas  plantas  que  devem  ser 
transplantadas  a  distancias  regulares.  A  esta92lo  em  que  se  devem 
plantar  as  novas  arvores  e  a  das  chuvas,  e  ellas  devem  ser  coUoca- 
das  em  fileiras,  tendo  15  pes  entre  arvore  e  arvore.  As  arvores 
devem  ser  plantadas  alternativamente  de  modo  que  uma  nao  sejr: 
opposta  a  outra  nas  fileiras  successivas.  Segundo  esta  distribuicac 
havera  193  arvores  por  geira,  que  e  o  numero  maximo  que 
pode  coUocar  com  bons  resultados.  Depois  de  plantada  a  arvoi 
nao  necessita  de  atten9ao  ou  cultura  alguma,  senSLo  a  de  limpar 
mato,  e  para  este  fim,  convem  semear  milho  e  feijao.  A  arvore 
borracha  propaga-se  por  meio  das  sementes  ou  nozes  que  caem 
arvore  nos  mezes  de  Maio  e  Junho.  Estas  nozes  podem 
plantadas  em  viveiros  e  se  pode  obter  assim  um  grande  num< 


de  plantas,  ou  se  podem  transplantar  das  florestas  as  novas  arvor 

A  seis  ou  sete  annos  a  planta9ao  come9a  a  produzir  e  de  s^^  t 
annos  em  diante  deve  produzir  de  3  a  5  libras  de  borracha  j>  ^)i 
arvore.     Calculando  em  600  libras  a  produc9ao  de  193  arvores     e 
em  50  centavos  por  libra  o  lucro  liquido,  temos  um  lucro  de  $SCIZDo 
em  ouro  por  geira.     Das  diversas  classes  de  arvores  que  produzeM:  ^n 
a  borracha,  a  mais  importante  e  a  conhecida  com   o  nome  ^t-^ 
"Castillo  a  Elastica."     Arvores  silvestres  abundam  nas  florest^^ 
dos  Estados  de  Vera  Cruz,  Oaxaca,  Chiapas,  Tabasco  e  Campech^^* 

GENGIBRE. 

Entre  os  productos  tropicaes  do  Mexico,  conta-se  o  gengibre 
Essa  planta  tem  sido  considerada  como  indigena  das  regides  tropi- 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  IIQI 

caes  da  Asia  e  Africa,  onde  tern  sido  cultivada  ha  muitos  seculos. 
Cresce  sem  cultura  nos  Estados  de  Puebla,  Guerrero  e  Chiapas  no 
Nexico,  e  se  ere  que  foi  introduzida  por  Francisco  de  Mendoza 
no  meio  do  decimo-sexto  seculo. 

Alem  de  ser  usada  como  comestivel,  a  planta  de  gengibre  e  um 

remedio  valioso  no  tratamento  das  febres  palustres  e  outras  enfer- 

midades  que  existem  nos  districtos  onde  cresce.     Para  a  cultura 

dessa  planta  se  necessita  um  solo  rico,  e  nao  cresce  em  terrenos 

arenosos  ou  argillosos,  ou  nos  muito  humidos,  porque  nestes  ulti- 

inos  a  raiz   apodrece.     A  planta  necessita  tambem  de   chuvas 

abundantes  e  uma  temperatura  que  nao  baixe  de  40°  Fahrenheit. 

A  esta95o  melhor  para  plantar  o  gengibre  no  Mexico  e  na 

America  Central  e  os  mezes  de  Mar90  e  Abril,  e  os  peda90s  da 

'aiz  devem  ser  enterrados  na  terra*  a  uma  distancia  de  12  a  18 

pollegadas  entre  si.     A  sua  cultura  em  geral  e  semelhante  a  da 

I>atata.     A  planta  comeca  a  florescer  em  Setembro  ou  Outubro, 

c  ein  Janeiro  esta  prompta  para  a  colheita,  que  exige  pouco  tra- 

oalho  e  que  consiste  simplesmente  em  extrahir  da  terra  os  tuber- 

cvilos.     O   processo  de  prepara9So  e  tambem  simples  e  exige 

pouco  gasto. 

De  um  relatorio  official  sobre  o  assumpto,  sabe-se  que,  em  con- 

di^oes  favoraveis,  uma  geira  de  terra  deve  produzir  4,000  libras 

ou  mais,  com  um  custo  de  um  e  meio  a  dous  centavos  por  libra. 

O  custo  de  transporte  desde  o  lugar  onde  o  gengibre  cresce  ao 

porto  de  Vera  Cruz,  nao  excede  de  $1  por  quintal,  inclusive  o 

custo  dos  saccos.     Em  New  York  o  pre90  do  gengibre  varia  de 

12  a  20  centavos  por  libra,  pelo  que  pode-se  ver  que  uma  planta- 

9*0  de  dez  geiras  produziria   um   ganho  liquido  de  $5,000  a 

$7»ooo  por  anno. 

A  CULTURA  DO  TABACO. 

As  pessoas  entendidas  na  cultura  e  fabrico  do  tabaco,  julgam 
^^e  este  e  o  momento  mais  opportuno  para  dar  a  conhecer  as 
^ualidades  valiosas  do  tabaco  do  Mexico  como  tabaco  de  capa, 
cm  concurrencia  com  o  artigo  cubano,  que  dominou  o  mercado 
^  passado.  Em  consequencia  das  perturba95es  agricolas  resul- 
^^^sda  insurrei9ao  em  Cuba,  os  grandes  terrenos  de  tabaco  nesta 
"^^  nao  tern  produzido  nada,  e  os  cultivadores  tern  transferido 
scus  interesses  em  grande  escala  para  o  sul  do  Mexico.     Estes 
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cubanos  fallam  com  enthusiasmo  do  clima  do  Mexico,  da  fertili- 
dade  do  solo,  abundancia  d'agua,  etc.  Tambem  dizem,  o  que  muitos 
outros  viajantes  tern  dito,  que  os  terrenos  fertis  de  tabaco  em  Cuba 
estSo  cansados  e  que  o  alto  pre90  de  adubos  de  boa  qualidade  que 
se  necessitam  para  preparar  o  solo  para  semear,  tornaria  impossivel 
que  este  paiz  ganhe  de  novo  os  antigos  mercados,  ainda  que  a 
guerra  fosse  agora  coricluida,  porque  o  producto  mexicano  toma-se 
mais  conhecido  cada  dia  e  pode  ser  vendido  com  mais  lucro  que 
o  artigo  cubano. 

O  Estado  de  Oaxaca,  em  particular,  possue  condi95es  muito 
favoraveis  para  a  produc92Lo  de  uma  variedade  desta  planta,  que, 
por  causa  do  seu  pouco  peso,  textura  e  cor,  assim  como  suas  quali- 
dades  aromaticas,  e  muito  valiosa  como  tabaco  para  capas  de 
charuto,  a  qual  se  vende  nos  mercados  do  mundo  por  um  pre90 
muito  elevado.  Diz-se  com  confian9a  que  o  tobaco  de  capas  que 
se  vende  a  $4  (ouro),  por  libra,  pode  ser  cultivado  nestas  sec9oes, 
especialmente  nos  planaltos  contiguos  a  Ozumacin  que  estao  situa- 
dos  entre  duas  grandes  por95es  d'agua  e  cujo  solo  e  composto  de  80 
a  85  por  cento  de  areia,  de  5  a  6  por  cento  de  substancias  vegetaes 
em  decomposi9ao,  e  o  resto  de  argilla  branca.  A  ultima  colheita 
de  tabaco  de  Ozumacin  e  do  Valle  Nacional  deu  a  media  de  3  a 
4  arrobas  por  cada  1,000  plantas  e  foi  vendida  de  80  centavos  a 
$1  por  libra. 

O  custo  de  viveiros,  semeadura,  colheita,  prepara9ao,  etc.,  in- 
cluindo  o  juro  sobre  o  dinheiro  empregado,  calcula-se  em  menos 
de  1 5  centavos  por  libra,  deixando  assim  um  lucro  muito  satisfacto- 
rio.  Por  causa  das  boas  condi96es  do  tempo,  a  qualidade  da  produc- 
9ao  deste  anno  e  muito  melhor,  e  devido  ao  facto  de  que  nSo 
se  necessitou  renovar  a  semente,  calcula-se  em  12  centavos  per 
libra  o  custo  de  preparar  o  tabaco  para  o  mercado.  Os  commer- 
ciantes  pugam  80  centavos  por  libra  pelas  plantas  muito  novas, 
mas  OS  cultivadores  julgam  o  pre90  de  $1.20  como  justo  pelo 
tabaco  nao  escolhido  que  estara  prompto  para  se  embarcar  em 
fins  de  Fevereiro  ou  principios  de  Marco. 

Charutos  feitos  deste  bom  tabaco  tem  sido  conhecidos  e  appre- 
ciados  por  muito  tempo  nos  paizes  estrangeiros.  A  preoccupa92Lo 
cm  lavor  do  tabaco  Cubano  como  tabaco  de  capas  tem  sido  tao 
grande,  que  se  tinha  de  empacotar  o  tabaco  em  rama  em  fardos 
parecidos  aos  de  Cuba,  afim  de  poder  vendel-o  promptamente. 
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Felizmente,  este  costume  vai  descaindo  e  como  a  reputa9ao  e  bom 

nome  do  tabaco  mexicano  como  tabaco  de  capas  vai  augmentando, 

cspera-se  que  a  proxima  colheita  sera  toda  exportada  como  tabaco 

mexicano  e  nada  mais.     Os  fardos  de  "petate"  feitos  no  Mexico 

offerecem  mais  seguridade  que  os  de  "manta"  de  Habana.     As 

fecilidades  de    vias-ferreas  para  o  transporte  do  producto  destes 

districtos  sao  excelientes,  e  quando  estiver  concluida  a  via-ferrea  de 

Playa  Vicente  e  Ozumacin,  a  viagem  a  Tlacotalpan  sera  de  12 

boras  somente.     Este  porto  esta  situado  no  golfo  do  Mexico  a  25 

milhas  no  interior,  e  a  profundidade  d'agua  ate  os  caes  e  de  30  pes. 

No  Estado  de  Chiapas  produziu-se  no  anno  passado  um  tabaco 

muito  bom  para  capas  com  um  gasto  quasi  igual  ao  que  se  fez 

cm  Oaxaca  e  com  um  lucro  semelhante. 

Calcula-se  que  a  colheita  no  districto  de  San  Andres  Tuxtla, 
sera  este  anno  de  300,000  arrobas.  Ainda  que  este  tabaco  nao  seja 
igual  em  qualidade  ao  de  Ozumacin  e  ao  do  Valle  Nacional  no 
Estado  de  Oaxaca,  e,  no  entanto,  muito  bom. 

Tem-se  calculado  que  uma  fazenda  de  75  geiras,  com  um  mi- 
Ihao  de  plantas  de  tabaco  dara  uma  colheita  no  valor  de  $62,500. 
Deixando  $12,500  para  gastos,  sobre  a  base  de  $3  por  arroba, 
ou  12  centavos  por  libra,  fico  ainda  um  lucro  liquido  de  $50,000 
pela  colheita  de  tabaco  so,  sem  contar  outros  productos  secun- 
darios,  taes  como  milho,  feijSo,  etc.,  que  augmentam  consideravel- 
mente  os  lucros  na  cultura  de  terras  de  tabaco. 


PARAGUAY. 

COMMERCIO  NO  ANNO  DE  1896. 

A  seguinte  informa9ao  relativa  as  condi95es  commerciaes  do 
Paraguay,  e  extrahida  de  um  relatorio  official  recente. 

AUGMENTO    DE    COMMERCIO. 

Podc-sc  dizer  com  confianya,  que,  considerado  no  seu  total,  o  commercio  do 
Paraguay  csti  melhorando  lentamente  mas  com  seguranga.  As  rendas  da  alfan- 
dcga  que  t6m-se  augmentado  constantemente  durante  os  ultimos  annos,  a  con- 
strucgao  dc  novos  edificios  particulares  e  dos  para  os  fins  de  negocio,  o  cstabele- 
amcnto  de  novas  lojas,  e  a  grande  procura  de  objectos  luxuosos,  taes  como 
mobiJia  rica,  roupas  finas,  e  comestiveis  estrangeiros,  mostram  claramente  uma 
prospcridade  crescente. 
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Madeiras,  couros,  yerba,  fructas,  e  os  legumes  sao  muito  procurados  em 
Buenos  Aires  e  Monte vid6o,  mas  ainda  o  abastecimento  d'elles  nao  corresponde 
i  procura. 

O    COMMERCIO    DO    TABACO. 

No  passado  o  tabaco  era  o  principal  ou  unico  producto  cultivado  pelo  agri- 
cultor  paraguayo  para  exporta^ao  e  consumo  domestico,  mas  em  consequencia  da 
alta  dos  direitos  impostos  na  Republica  Argentina  e  dos  pregos  baixos  offerecidos 
nesta  Republica  e  na  Europa  pelo  tabaco  em  folha,  elle  foi  forgado,  durante  os 
ultimos  dous  annos,  a  plantar  pouco  mais  do  que  exigiria  seu  proprio  consumo. 
De  facto,  em  algumas  instancias,  deixou  de  cultivar  o  tabaco,  e  applicou-se  aos 
campos  de  yerba,  onde  podia  ganhar  bons  salarios.  O  Governo  esti  esfor- 
gando-se  para  fomentar  esta  industria  e  encontrar  novos  mercados. 

DIFFICULDADES    ENCONTRADAS    EM    OBTER    TRABALHADORES. 

Nas  emprezas  particulares  que  necessitam  de  muitos  bragos,  a  questSo  de 
trabalho  apresenta  serias  difficuldades,  e  nSo  6  provavel  que  desapparegSm  at6 
que  o  paiz  esteja  povoado  mais  densamente  ou  que  se  possam  obter  trabalhadores 
estrangeiros  em  vez  dos  nativos.  Mas  ha,  tambem,  outros  obstaculos  que  tdm 
de  ser  combatidos,  isto  6,  difHculdades  de  transporte  e  falta  de  meios  de 
communicagao. 

ESTRADAS    DE    FERRO. 

A  unica  estrada  de  ferro  num  paiz,  cuja  area,  excluindo-se  o  Chaco,  t  calcu- 
lada  em  65,160  milhas  quadradas,  6  uma  linha  de  155  milhas  de  comprimento 
estendendo-se  de  Assumpgao  at6  Pirap6  e  6  conhecida  como  a  Estrada  de  Ferro 
Central  do  Paraguay.     Nao  ha  ramaes. 

COMMERCIO    DIRECTO    COM    A    EUROPA. 

Aclualmente  se-faz  pouco  commercio  directo  com  a  Europa.  Compram-se 
em  Buenos  Aires  e  Monte vid6o  quasi  todas  as  mercadorias  que  se  importam  no 
paiz.  Uma  grande  parte  destas  mercadorias  procede  da  Gra  Bretanha.  A 
razao  principal  disto  6  que  as  casas  de  Montevideo  e  Buenos  Aires  dao  um  prazo 
maior  do  que  as  casas  europeas,  em  que  se  possam  fazer  os  pagamentos,  per- 
mittindo  um  credito  de  seis  a  oito  mezes  a  contar  da  data  do  embarque  e 
offerecendo  demais  as  facilidades  para  sua  prorogacSo.  Outra  razao  porque 
muitos  commerciantes  acham  mais  conveniente  obter  suas  mercadorias  das  cidades 
acima  mencionadas  6,  que,  sendo  exportadores  assim  como  importadores,  podem 
pagar  nas  mesmas  mercadorias,  quando  Ihes  seja  conveniente,  em  vez  de  dinheiro 
de  contado  pelas  mercadorias  recebidas,  assim  evitando  o  risco  de  soffrer  perda 
no  cambio.  Um  pequeno  numero  de  casas,  das  quaes  uma  6  ingieza,  importa 
suas  mercadorias  directamente  da  Europa. 

YERBA-MATE. 

A  yerba-mate,  ou  chl  do  Paraguay,  6  o  artigo  mais  valioso  de  exportagSo. 
Ha  duas  qualidades  que  se  vendem,  mas  differem  s6mente  no  seu  modo  de 
preparagao.     A  qualidade  que  6  conhecida  com  o  nome  de  "  mborovir^ "  6 
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simplesmente  seccada  num  forno  e  depois  quebrada  em  pedagos  pequenos  por 

meio  dc  varas.      A  "  moida  "  passa  pelo  mesmo  processo,  mas  depois  €  moida. 

O  direico  de  exporta^ao  sobre  aquella  foi  augmentado  em  1895  ^^  3^  centavos 

de  papcl-moeda  a   10  centavos  de  ouro,  e  sobre  esta  de  25  centavos  de  papel 

moeda  a  9  centavos  de  ouro  por   10  kilos.     A  renda  recebida  desta  fonte  em 

1895    montou    a   ^16,845.       Os    campos    de    yerba    chamados    "yerbales" 

pertenciam  antigamente  ao  Estado,  mas  muitos  delles  foram  vendidos   e  agora 

estao  na  posse  de  alguns  capitalistas  e  companhias.     A  Companhia  Industrial  do 

Paraguay,    que    possue    quasi    a   metade    dos    "yerbales"   do    paiz,    exporta 

annualmente  quasi  400,000  arrobas.     Calcula-se  em  9,024  toneladas  a  quanti- 

dade  total  da  yerba  exportada  durante  o  anno  passado,  e  o  pre^o  m6dio  por 

arroba  foi  j£  0-7-8. 

MADEIRAS. 

Na  falta  de  estatisticas  ou  relatorios,  6  difficil  calcular  a  quantidade  de  madeira 
exportada  durante  o  anno  passado,  mas  diz-se  que  foi  muito  maior  que  a  expor- 
tada em  1895,  especialmente  madeiras  duras. 

CURUPAY. 

As  segaintes  sao  as  principaes  madeiras,  seus  pre90s  e  os  Hns  a  que  sSo  de 
mclhor  modo  adaptadas : 

O  curapay  *6  uma  madeira  de  cdr  vermelha,  muito  rija  e  forte,  dura  por  mui- 
tos annos  quando  coUocada  dentro  da  terra  ou  da  agua,  e  usa-se  principalmente 
para  dormentes  de  estradas  de  ferro,  estacas  para  pontes,  ou  docas.  Usa-se  a 
casca  para  cortimento.  A  gravidade  espccifica  6  de  1.172  a  0.917,  e  o  prejo  6 
45  centavos  de  ouro  por  vara. 

QUEBRACHO-COLORADO. 

0  Quebracho-colorado  6  uma  das  mais  duraveis  madeiras  do  Paraguay,  e 
diz-se,  que  dura  o  mesmo  tempo  quer  na  terra,  quer  na  agua  como  ao  ar.  E  bem 
adaptada  para  estacas,  dormentes  e  pontes.  Usa-se  tambem  como  madeira  de 
cortir.  Acha-se  principalmente  no  Chaco,  mas  encontra-se  em  pequena  quanti- 
dade no  norte  do  paiz.  Sua  gravidade  especifica  6  de  1.392  a  1.232;  prego 
em  Assumpyao,  quasi  $25  por  tonelada. 

urunday-mI. 

0  Urunday-mi  i  pouco  differente  do  quebracho  quanto  &  sua  rigidcz  e  dura- 
bilidadc,  mas  nSo  6  tSo  abundante.  O  prejo  6  o  mesmo ;  a  gravidade  especifica 
^f  1.091  a  0.920. 

PETEREVI. 

0  Pctcrevi  6  uma  madeira  valiosa  para  mobilia,  marcenaria  etc.  Quanto  aos 
vciosccor  6  muito  semelhante  i  nogueira  americana;  recebe  muiio  lustre,  e  € 
duravcl  c  pouco  pesada.  Diz-se  tambem  que  6  propria  para  mastros  e  vergas 
denavios.  A  gravidade  especifica  6  0.810  a  6.195  prejo  em  Assump^ao,  55 
centavos  de  ouro  por  vara. 
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LAPACHO. 

O  lapacho  6  de  uma  cdr  de  um  amarello  esverdeado  e  de  muita  rigidez.  Ao 
ar  dura  por  muitos  annos,  e  nao  se  quebra  facilmente.  Uma  grande  quantidade 
desta  madeira  €  enviada  para  Buenos  Aires  para  ser  usada  na  construc^ao  de 
estradas  de  ferro  e  de  navios.  Na  localidade  usa-se  na  manufactura  de  raios  de 
roda  e  embarca^oes.  O  **  lapacho  crespo "  6  uma  variedade  rugosa  de  que 
se  faz  mobilia  rica,  ainda  que  seja  pesada.  A  gravidade  especifica  6  1.072  a 
0.952.      O  preyo  6  quasi  40  centavos  de  ouro  por  vara. 

YBIRA-R6. 

CJsam-se  o  ybira-r6  e  ybira-pita  principalmente  na  manufactura  de  mobilia  e 
rodas  de  carro.  Aquella  6  uma  madeira  superior  a  esta,  mas  nSo  €  tao  abun- 
dante.  A  gravidade  especifica  6  de  1.038  a  0.744,  pre^o,  em  Assumpgao,  2  dol- 
lars por  vara. 

PALMAS    PRETAS    E    VERMELHAS. 

As  palmas  pretas  e  vermelhas  sSo  madeiras  muito  duras,  e,  segundo  se  diz, 
algumas  vezes  embotam  os  melhores  machados  de  a^o.  A  palma  preta  6  excel- 
lente  para  foliado  e  recebe  muito  lustre.  Quando  collocadas  dentro  da  terra  ou 
da  agua,  estas  madeiras  duram  por  muitos  annos.  £ncontram-se  no  Chaco,  e  no 
norte  do  Paraguay.      Os  pre^os  em  Assumpyao,  sao  quasi  2  dollars  por  cada  vara. 

CEDRO    E    TIM  BO. 

Entre  as  madeiras  mais  leves  podem-se  mencionar  as  varias  qualidades  de 
cedro    conhecidas    no  commercio  como  mogno    feminino  e  timbo.       Usam-se 
aquellas  extensamente  neste  paiz  na  manufactura  de  mobilia,  portas,  portas  de 
janella,  caixas,  etc.     Sao  relativamente  baratas  e  faceis  de  trabalhar.      Encon- 
tram-se  as  arvores  no  sul  e  no  sudoeste,  mas  uma  qualidade  superior  cresce  na 
Alta  Parana  e  nas  Missoes  do  Paraguay.     O  timbo  6  uma  madeira  pouco  pesada 
e  muito  semelhante  ao  cedro  quanto  aos  veios,  e,  algumas  vezes  cresce  a  uma 
grande  altura.     Os  indios  fazem  suas  canoas  e  caixas  para  agua  desta  madeira. 
Exporta-se  em  pouca  quantidade.     A  gravidade  especifica  6  de  0.440  a  0.328. 

OUTRAS    MADEIRAS. 

As  melhores  madeiras  do  Paraguay  e  as  que  se  usam  mais  extensamente, 
s6mente  sSlo  dadas  na  lista  precedente,  mas  ha  muitas  outras  tambem,  entre  as 
quaes  podem-se  mencionar  o  tatan6,  p&u  santo,  piu  de  lanya,  p&u  preto  de  lou- 
reiro,  p&u  de  rosa,  incionso,  e  as  variedades  de  cidreira. 

Calcula-se  em  30,000  toneladas  a  quantidade  de  madeira  transportada  na 
estrada  de  ferro  durante  o  anno  passado. 

TOMATES. 

Os  tomates  crescem  muito  bem  no  Paraguay,  mas  nSo  s3o  tamanhos  ou  de  cdr 
tao  escura  como  os  produzidos  na  Europa.  Na  primavera  procuram-se  muito 
em  Buenos  Aires  e  podem  ser  vendidos  por  um  prego  remunerador.  Uns  3,000 
cestos  de  tomates  foram  enviados   para  Buenos  Aires  durante  o  anno  passado. 
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BANANAS. 

Ainda  que  as  bananas  cresgam  bem  neste  paiz  e  sejao  de  qualidade  excellente, 
nSo  sao  cultivadas  em  grande  escala.  A  quantidade  que  se  embarcou  para  Bue- 
nos Aires  montou  approximadamente  a  10,000  caches. 

PANNO    PARDO. 

O  panno  pardo,  ou,  como  se  chama  aqui,  lienzo,  6,  talvez,  a  fazenda  mais 
importante  que  se  importa,  e,  segundo  se  diz,  6  fornecido  quasi  inteiramente  pelas 
casas  de  Manchester.  Usa-se  extensamente  neste  paiz,  e  especialmente  pelas 
mulheres  e  crean^as  pobres,  sendo  feito  em  saias  e  chales  que  se  usam  igualmente 
no  verao  e  no  inverno.  As  qualidades  mais  grossas  usam-se  para  toldos,  biom- 
bos,  etc.     Uma  porgao  deste  panno  procede  da  Allemanha. 

CHITAS. 

Urn  outro  artigo  importante  que  se  importa,  6  a  chita,  conhecida  aqui  com  o 
nomcdc  "bramante."  Uma  porgao  procede  da  Allemanha,  mas  a  maior  parte 
i  de  manufactura  ingleza.     £  muito  usada  pelas  mulheres  para  camisas  e  chales. 

CHALES. 

Quasi  todas  as  mulheres  usam  chales  pretos  de  la  ou  de  13  misturada  com 
algodSo,  que  sao  conhecidos  aqui  com  o  nome  de  "rebozos."  Sao  fabricados 
principalmente  na  Allemanha  e  Belgica,  sendo  estes  preferidos  aos  manufac- 
turados  na  Inglaterra  porque  sao  mais  baratos  e  a  f'ranja  6  mais  larga  e  mais 
trabalhada. 

CHITAS  DE  ALGODAO. 

As  chitas  baratas  e  as  cassas  sao  fornecidas  principalmente  pela  Inglaterra.  As 
▼cndas  madias  por  anno  sao  de  100,000  pegos  de  24  a  35  metros  cada  uma. 
wzcm  que  as  chitas  da  Allemanha  sao  superiores,  e,  por  conseguinte,  sao  mais 
custosas. 

RISCADOS,    FAZENDAS    PARA    CAMISAS,    ETC. 

As  varias  qualidades  de  riscados  e  tecidos  de  algodao  para  os  fatos  de  homem 
**o  todas  de  fabricas  da  Allemanha  e  Italia. 

LINHAS    PARA    COSTURA. 

^"Jportam-sc  annualmente  quasi  3,000  caixas  de  carreteis  de  linhas  para  costura 
^*  n^anufactura  ingleza.  A  Belgica,  porem,  tem  uma  pequena  parte  desta 
^Porta^ao. 

CANHAMAgO. 

^^hama^o  crii,  chamado  aqui  "  arpillera"  i  todo  de  fabrica  de  Dundee  ede 
*°*  18  on^as  cm  qualidade.  As  vendas  madias  por  anno  sao  de  quasi  500,000 
J^'das.     Usa-se  este  panno  principalmente  para  enfardar  yerba  e  tabaco. 

BuU.  No.  7 9 
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FERRAGENS,    PORCELANA,    VIDRO,    CUTELARIA,    ETC. 

A  maior  por^ao  das  ferragens  precede  da  Allemanha,  tendo  estas  a  preferen- 
cia  sobre  as  de  manufactura  ingleza  por  causa  da  sua  barateza.  Os  artigos 
esmaltados,  vidro,  e  porcelana  sao  importados  principalmente  da  Austria,  e 
dizem  que  sao  da  mesma  qualidade  que  os  manufacturados  na  Gra  Bretanha 
e  sSo  mais  baratos.  As  ferramentas  de  carpinteiro,  facas,  garfos  e  colheres, 
panellas  de  ferro  de  cozinha  e  os  utensilios  de  cozinba  em  geral,  sao  importados 
principalmente  da  Allemanha  e  da  Franga,  e  sao  muito  ordinarios  e  baratos. 
Faz-se  um  bom  commercio  aqui  nas  facas  de  bainha  e  nos  punhaes,  porquc 
todos  OS  paraguayos,  quasi  sem  excep^ao,  trazem  uma  destas  armas  no  cinto. 
Antigamente  estas  eram  importadas  da  Allemanha,  mas  ultimamente  algumas 
caixas  de  armas  de  qualidade  superior  foram  importadas  directamente  da  Ingla- 
terra  e  foram  promptamente  vendidas.     Vendem-se  por  $3.50  a  ^10  cada  uma. 

ARAME    DE    FERRO. 

O  arame  preto  vendido  aqui  para  cercas  6  de  manufactura  inglesa.  Preferem- 
se  OS  Nos.  7,  8,  e  9.  Quasi  6,000  rolos  de  450  jardas  cada  um  sao  importados 
annualmente. 

INSTRUMENTOS    AGRICOLAS. 

Actualmente  a  venda  dos  instrumentos  agricolas  nao  6  grande.  O  machado, 
machete  e  a  enxada  sao  os  instrumentos  que  se  procuram  em  maior  escala,  sendo 
muitas  vezes  os  unicos  que  se  usam  neste  paiz  para  preparar  o  solo  para  a  semen- 
teira  Depois  de  empregado  o  machete,  usa-se  o  machado  para  cortar  as  grandes 
arvores,  e  finalmente  a  enxada  para  quebrar  o  solo.  Muitos  dos  arados  que  se 
podem  ver  casualmente  sao  fabricados  no  paiz  e  tern  relhas  de  madeira.  Quasi 
todos  OS  machados  e  picaretas  que  se  vem  nas  lojas  sao  fabricados  nos  Estados 
Unidos,  assim  como  as  pis  e  enxadas,  poucos  sendo  importados  da  Inglaterra  e 
Allemanha.     Actualmente  ha  pouca  procura  para  machinas  de  qualquer  classe. 

ASSUCAR. 

Nao  obstante  a  canna  de  assucar  crescer  em  abundancia  aqui,  o  assucar  nSo 
€  manufacturado.  Todo  o  assucar  que  se  usa  no  paiz  6  importado  de  Buenos 
Aires,  e  6  de  manufactura  franceza.  Importam-se  annualmente  quasi  8,000 
barricas  de  assucar  de  115  kilos  cada  uma. 

ARROZ. 

Segundo  se  calcula,  3,000  saccos  de  arroz  de  Rangoon,  chamado  aqui  arroz 
de  Bremen,  e  1,000  saccos  de  arroz  italiano,  conhecido  com  o  nome  de 
"  Piemonte,"  sao  importados  annualmente.  Cultiva-se  em  pouca  quantidade 
no  paiz.  £  muito  inferior  ao  arroz  estrangeiro  e  custa  de  ^6.50  a  ^7  por 
arroba. 

VELAS. 

Muitas  das  velas  de  estearina  que  se  usam  aqui  sSo  importadas  de  casas  de 
Amsterdam.     As  velas  de  sebo  e  cera  sao  fabricadas  no  paiz. 
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KEROSENE. 
Quasi  10,000  latas  de  kerosene  sac  importadas  annualmente. 

CERVEJA,  viNHOS,  E  BEBIDAS  ESPIRITUOSAS. 

Uma  pouca  quancidade  de  cerveja  em  garrafas  6  importada  da  AUemanha^  Mon- 
tevideo e  Buenos  Aires;  mas  muita  cerveja  usadaaqui  6  de  manufactura  domestica. 
For  causa  de  sua  falta  de  peso  e  de  sua  adaptabilidade  ao  clima,  estas  cervejas 
tern  a  preferencia  sobre  as  fabricadas  na  Inglaterra.  Importam-se  da  Franga, 
Italia,  e  Hespanha  os  vinhos  que  vem  em  barris  e  garrafas;  o  vinho  6  fabricado 
no  paiz.     O  consumo  de  bebidas  estrangeiras  nao  6  grande. 

COLHEITAS    PRINCIPAES. 

Os  principaes  artigos  que  se  cultivam  sao  milho,  mandioca,  canna  de  assucar^ 
tabaco,  alfalfa  e  feijao.  O  milho  e  mandioca  formam  o  alimento  principal  dos 
camponezes  e  pobres  das  cidades.  Acha-se  muito  difiicil  conservar  o  milho  por 
muito  tempo  porque  logo  que  6  guardado  6  atacado  pelo  gorgulho.  O  prego 
do  milho  varia  de  50  centavos  a  2  dollars  por  arroba.  Um  grande  numero  dos 
camponezes  ainda  usam  a  mandioca  como  um  substituto  do  pao.  Nas  cidades 
foram  installados  moinhos  de  trigo  e  padarias,  e  por  conseguinte^  o  pao  tern 
substituido  em  grande  escala  a  mandioca. 

TRIGO. 

0  trigo  6  importado  da  Republica  Argentina.  Foram  feitos  muitos  ensaios 
para  cultivar  este  cereal  no  Paraguay  mas  at6  agora  tiveram  miio  exito. 

CANNA    DE    ASSUCAR. 

A  canna  de  assucar  cresce  bem  e  ha  muitas  plantagoes  em  todas  as  partes  do 
paiz ;  mas  at6  agora  resultou  pouco  lucro  da  sua  cultura.  Nao  se  produz  o  assucar. 
Foi  organisada  recentemente  uma  companhia  afim  de  construir  uma  fabrica  de 
assucar  cm  Ibitimi,  situada  na  estrada  de  ferro,  e  fazer  funccionar  a  mesma,  mas 
0  done  qucbrou  antes  de  concluida  a  obra.  O  capital  exigido,  portanto,  ainda 
nao  tinha  sido  subscripto.  Quasi  o  unico  uso  a  que  os  Paraguayos  destinam  a 
canna  de  assucar  6  para  destillagSo,  de  que  fabricam  cafia  ou  aguardente.  Os 
engenhos  de  moagem  construidos  de  madeira  e  as  pequenas  fabricas  de  destillagao 
abundam  em  todas  as  partes  do  paiz. 

ALFALFA. 

Alfalfa  d&  de  quatro  a  cinco  colheitas  por  anno  e  vende-se  de  30  centavos  a 
$1.30  per  arroba.  Dizem  que  as  hervas  mis  impedem  muito  a  cultura  desta 
planta. 

CAFE. 

A  cultura  do  caf^  esti  ainda  num  estado  experimental,  mas  actualmente  vSo-se 
estabelecer  muitas  plantagdes  em  varias  partes  do  paiz  e  especialmente  nos  esta- 
bclccimcntos  do  Governo.  Encontra-se  a  maior  plantagao  no  Departamento  de 
Emboscada,  perto  da  colonia  de  San  Bernardino,  estabelecimento  allemao  situa- 
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do  na  costa  septentrional  da  Lagoa  de  Ipacary,  que  6  situada  junto  i  esta^ao 
de  Patifio-cu6  e  distante  de  Assump^ao  quasi  36  kilometros.  Ha  nesta  planta- 
gao  algumas  200,000  arvores  j4  produzindo  fructo.  Algumas  pessoas  dizcm  que 
6  superior  ao  do  Brazil.  Os  resultados  sao  considerados  satisfactorios  e  favo- 
raveis,  mas  nao  se  pode  dizer  si  a  empreza  provari  ser  lucrativa  afinal.  0 
Governo  favorece  os  cultivadores  de  caf6  dando-lhes  facilidades  para  adquirir 
semente,  e  offerecendo-lhes  uma  remuneragao  de  30centavos  por  cada  planta  que 
se  transplantar  e  estiver  em  boa  condigao  no  momento  de  ser  plantada.  Podc-sc 
obter  tambem  um  emprestimo  de  30  centavos  por  cada  planta,  que  6  pagavel 
em  duas  poroses  annuaes  de  1 5  centavos  por  planta. 

ALGODAO. 

A  planta  de  algodao  6  cultivada  tambem  em  poucas  quantidades.     A  quali- 
dade  6  excellente.     Si  se  podesse  obter  trabalhadores  suificientes,  n^o  haveris 
razao  para  que  o  algodao  nao   fosse  cultivado   em   maior  quantidade   do  que  4 
actualmente.     O  Banco  Agricola  paga  $4  por  arroba  pelo  algodio  com  carog 
e  $12  pelo  algodao  sem  caroyo. 

OUTRAS    PLANTAS    DE    QUE    SE    FAZEM    TECIDOS. 

Ha  no  paiz  varias  classes  de  plantas  de  que  se  fazem  tecidos,  entre  as  qua.^ 
pode-se  mencionar  a  Caraguata,  que  6  uma  cspecie  de  bromelia  e  cresce  ^  n 
abundancia  em  muitas  partes  do  paiz.  A  rami  foi  cultivada  com  bom  exm  r^ 
em  muitas  partes  e  quatro  ou  cinco  colheitas  podem  ser  feitas  num  s6  anm.  o 
mas  as  plantaydes  foram  abandonadas  por  falta  de  machinas  de  descortigar. 

OLEO    DE    PALMA. 

A  palma  de  coco  abunda  em  todas  as  partes  do  paiz.     O  oleo  espremido   do 
caro^o  6  de  qualidade  excellente,  e  usa-se  aqui  principalmente  na  manufactura 
de  sabao.     Amostras  deste  oleo  foram  mandadas  para  a  Europa  pelo  Banco 
Agricola  de  Assump^ao  e  ordens  foram  recebidas  da  Inglaterra  e  Italia  para  gran  des 
quantidades.     O  Banco  paga  pelo  caro^o  o  pre^o  de  $2.70  por  arroba. 

FALTA  DE  MACHINAS  DE  QUEBRAR  COCOS. 

Convem  dizer,  talvez,  que  para  o  proprio  desenvolvimento  da  industria     «^ 
oleo  de  coco  neste  paiz,  sao  exigidas  boas  machinas  a  mSo  para  quebrar  os  coc*^** 
As  poucas  machinas  que  se  usam  actualmente  sao  fabricadas  em  Assumpga* 
n^Lo  dao  bons  resultados.     A  machina  deve  ser  construida  de  modo  que  quel 
a  casca  sem  prejudicar  o  caro^o,  e  deve  produzir  50  libras  de  cocos  por  ho 
As  cascas  devem  ser  quebradas  sufficientemente  para  que  um  homem  possa  ti^^ 
o  carogo  com  a  mao,  e  90  por  cento  dos  carogos,  pelo  menos,  devem  sa3^^ 
intactos  da  machina.     A  machina  deve  ser  simples  em  construcgao  e  feita  dei*^^ 
material  forte.      O  pre^o  nao  deve  exceder  de  10  libras  esterlinas.     Visto  c^^^ 
o  coco  nao  6  uniforme  em  tamanho,  deve-se  inserir  um  crivo  que  transmitta  o^ 
grandes  e  pequenos  cocos  para  as  quebras  correspondentes.     Um  certo  numcr(^ 
de  machinas  desta  classe  seria  vendido  aqui  promptamente. 
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CRIA^AO    DE    OADO. 

A  cria9ao  de  gado  6  uma  empreza  mais  lucrativa  do  que  muitas  outras  do 
Paraguay  ou,  pelo  menos,  uma  das  mais  seguras.  O  augmento  annual  de  uma 
manada  numa  estancia  pode  ser  calculada  em  25  e  35  por  cento,  mas  a  ultima 
dfra  6  alcan^ada  s6mente  nas  estancias  em  que  os  animaes  sao  tratados  com 
cuidado  e  em  que  a  pastagem  €  muito  boa. 

Doengas  epizooticas  occorrem  raramente,  mas  ha  outros  perigos  a  que  estSo 
frequentemente  expostos  e  aos  quaes  muitas  vezes  cahem  victimas.  Estes  sao 
as  mordeduras  das  serpentes  e  moscardos,  os  bichos,  seccas,  e  occasionalmente 
OS  jaguares. 

PREfO    DA    TERRA. 

Encontram-se  as  melhores  terras  nos  departamentos  de  Villa  Conceigao,  San 
Pedro,  San  Estanislaus,  Ajos,  Missoes,  Neembucu,  Caacupu,  e  Caazapi.  Pode-se 
comprar  uma  legua  quadrada  de  terra  por  45  libras  esterlinas  em  diante,  variando 
0  prego  segundo  a  qualidade  da  terra,  sua  situagao  e  a  qualidade  de  capim  que 
sc  produz.  Uma  porgao  de  terra  pertencente  &.  Companhia  Anglo-paraguaya, 
Limitada,  que  possue  algumas  3,460  milhas  quadradas  de  terra  na  Republica,  foi 
vcndida  recentcmente  por  $500  por  legua,  mas  este  6  um  prego  excepcional  e 
uma  grandc  porcao  de  terra,  talvez  igualmente  boa,  pode  ser  comprada  por  menos 
que  a  metade  desta  somma. 

Dcvc-sc  tomar  muito  cuidado  em  comprar  terra  no  Paraguay,  porque  os  titulos 
podcm  ser,  e  muitas  vezes  sao,  defectives.  Antes  de  assignar  um  contracto, 
ponanto,  deve-se  consultar  um  advogado  conhecido  a  respeito  da  validade  do 
titulo  do  vcndedor. 

INDUSTRIAS. 

£xceptuando-se  as  industrias  de  yerba,  madeira,  tabaco,  e  fructas,  ha  poucas 
de  importancia  neste  paiz.  Ha  varias  fabricas  de  destillagao,  alcagarias,  fabricas 
dc  phosphoros  e  moinhos  de  trigo  em  Assumpgao  e  nos  arrebaldes  desta  cidade. 
Ha  tambem  uma  fabrica  de  sabao  perto  da  cidade,  que  manufactura  sabao  de 
boa  qualidade  de  oleo  de  coco.  Fabricam-se  tambem  na  capital  e  em  varias 
outras  partes  do  paiz  tijolos  e  telhas,  j arras  e  garrafas  de  barro,  vassouras, 
chapeos  de  palma,  gelo,  conservas  de  fructa,"  charutos,  cigarros  e  velas.  Ha 
fabricas  de  destillagao  para  a  producgao  de  caiia  em  todas  as  partes  do  paiz  como 
ja  disse.  Uma  qualidade  especial  de  renda,  muito  bonita,  6  feita  pelas  mulheres; 
tambem  toalhas  de  mesa,  guardanapos,  camisas,  e  redes  excellentes  de  um  algo- 
dao  grosso  cultivado  no  paiz.  As  velas  de  sebo  e  de  cera  sao  feitas  tambem 
pclas  mulheres  nativas. 

EMBARQUES. 

Ha  duas  linhas  de  vapores  para  passageiros  navegando  entre  o  porto  dc 
Assumpgao  e  o  Rio  da  Prata,  cada  uma  das  quaes  faz  uma  viagem  por  semana. 
Os  vapores  da  linha  Lloyd-Brazileiro  navegam  entre  Montevideo  e  Corumbi, 
tocando  em  Buenos  Aires  c  Assump9ao.  Sao  vapores  para  carga  e  sahem  cada 
qoinze  dias. 
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de  Julho  de  1897,  nomeei  o  honrado  John  A.  Kasson,  do  Estado 
de  Iowa,  commissario  especial  plenipotenciario  para  negociar  com 
OS  paizes  estrangeiros  que  desejem  aproveitar-se  destas  disposi96es. 
Negocia96es  est^o  actualmente  em  progresso  com  varios  gov- 
ernes,  tanto  europeos  como  americanos.  Espera-se  que,  no  desem- 
penho  judicioso  dos  poderes  que  confere  esta  lei,  sejam  removidas, 
ou  pelo  menos  mitigadas  as  difficuldades  existentes  entre  os  paizes 
estrangeiros  e  os  Estados  Unidos  quanto  as  nossas  mutuas  rela- 
96es  commerciaes,  e  que  a  quantidade  de  mercadorias  que  se 
trocam,  possa  ser  augmentada  com  proveito  para  as  duas  na95cs 
contratantes." 

Refere-se  por  extenso,  a  importancia  e  utilidade  para  6  com- 
mercio  do  continente  americano  involvida  na  conclusao  do  canal 
de  Nicaragua.     Relativo  a  este  projecto,  o  Presidente  diz  o  qu^ 
segue : 

"Um  assumpto  de  muita  importancia  para  nosso  paiz  e  qu^^^ 
vaisendo  apreciado  cada  dia  mass  por  parte  do  povo,  e  a  conclu^- 
sao  do  grande  caminho  commercial  entre  o  Atlantico  e  o  Pacific^D^ 
conhecido  como  canal  de  Nicaragua.     Sua  utilidade  e  valor  pa^-ra 
o  commercio  americano  sao  concedidos  por  todo  o  mundo.      J  a 
esta  funccionando  a  commissao  nomeada  em  data  de  24  de  JuUio 
proximo  findo,  de  accordo  com  a  lei  approvada  a  2  de  Mar90  de 
1895,  para  continuar  os  estudos  e  exames  afim  de  determinar  o 
tra9ado,  a  possibilidade  e  custo  de  construc9ao  do  canal  de  Nics^- 
ragua,  e  de  fazer  todos  os  pianos  para  sua  construc9ao.     No  futui 
remetterei  ao  Congresso  o  relatorio  desta  commissao  e  ao  mesnm^ 
tempo  farei  as  suggestoes  que  me  parecerem  convenientes." 


A  EXPOSI9AO   PAN-AMERICANA  DO  NIAGAR 

O  numero  do  Boletim  correspondente  ao  mez  de  Outubro 
uma  extensa  descripcao  do  piano  geral  e  escopo  da  Exposi9 
Pan- Americana  do  Niagara,  e  os  nomes  de  seus  principaes  or 
nisadores  e  os  dos  membros  da  commissao  executiva.     O  project 
tao  meritorio  em  si  mesmo,  concebido  com  o  fim  de  acercar  ma^ 
entre  si  os  povos  e  industrias  do  Hemispherio  Occidental,  parcel 
que  esta  recebendo  toda  a  attencao  que  merece,  tanto  nos  Estad 
Unidos  como  no  estrangeiro.     A  magnitude  da  obra  e  a  energri 
com  que  se  esta  desenvolvendo,  tem  recommendado  o  projecto  M^ 
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noticia  e  considera9ao  do  governo  nacional.     J  a  trata-se  de  obter 

do  Congresso,  uma  consigna9ilo  que,  ao  mesmo  tempo  que  de  ao 

projecto  a  sanc9ao  do  Governo  nacional,  assentando-o  assim  sobre 

uma  base  firme,  por  meio  de  seu  auxilio  material,  sirva  tambem 

para  preparar  a  maior  exhibi9ao  dos  productos  especiaes  dos  Estados 

U  nidos.     Os  nomes  que  figuram  a  frente  do  projecto  sao  garantia  de 

que  o  apoio  do  Governo  sera  devidamente  supplementado,  e  que  a 

cxposi9ao  rivalisara  em   muitos  particulares  com  a   Exposi9ao 

universal,  e  sera  superior  a  esta  em  alguns  respeitos. 

0  lugar  escolhido  e  muito  appropriado,  pois  e  uma  ilha  no  rio 

Niagara,  que  tem  uma  area  bastante  extensa  e  situada  a  vista  da 

grande  cataracta  de  Niagara,  cujas  for9as  titanicas  ate  agora  nSo 

tem  side  utilizadas,  servindo  somente  como  um  grande  espectaculo 

de  natureza.     A  epocha  e  opportuna  para  illustrar  o  progress© 

nacional  do  Novo  Mundo  no  seculo  dez  e  nove. 

0  Mexico  e  as  principaes  republicas  da  America  Central  e  do 

^^l  ja  pediram  espa9o  que  foi  concedido,  para  a  exhibi9ao  de 

^us  respect ivos  productos. 

^  Sr.  R.  C.  Hill,  secretario,  fallando  da  Exposi9ao  e  seus  pro- 

Ntos,  diz  : 

"  O  que  nos  propomos,  e  mostrar  o  progresso  deste  hemispherio 

^^  todos  OS  seus  ramos,  e  abrir  uma  grande  exposi9ao  de  industria 

c  arte.     Nao  e  uma  exposi9ao  universal  e  somente  e  internacional 

^^  ^uanto  nella  terao  de  figurar  todos  os  paizes  deste  hemispherio. 

'^^rtios  que  nao  somente  sera  de  utilidade  para  nossas  industrias, 

^^  tambem  estabelecera  relacoes  mais  amistosas  entre  os  differen- 
ces       .  .  X 
p      paizes.     Servira  como  uma  educa9ao  na  doutrina  de  Monroe. 

^Vara  que  existe  uma  America  para  os  americanos  e  explicara 

^•^^o  pela  qual  os  americanos  devem  permanecer  unidos.     An- 

Y^^cia-se  que  o   Congresso   Pan-Americano  sera  celebrado  em 

^shington  em  1900,  mas  creio  que  esta  data  sera  alterada  e  que 

Hvielle  Congresso  tera  lugar  aqui  em  1899,  data  de  nossa  exposi- 

*'*^^-    Assim  pensavam  os  delegados  do  Congresso  Pan-Ameri- 

^Ho  quando    conferenciaram  aqui  acerca  da .  exposi9ao  o  anno 

^^ssado." 

A  exposi9ao  e  sob  a  administra9ao  do  presidente,  Capitao  John 

^'-  Brisker  de  Buffalo,  cuja  sagacidade  descobriu  os  usos  praticos 

^  que  a  maravilhosa  for9a  dynamica  das  cataractas  podia  ser  appli- 

^^da  e  a  cujas  energias  se  deve  a  construc9ao  da  estrada  de  ferro 
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de  Niagara.  As  pessoas  que  o  assistem  siooSr.  W.  Caryl  Ely, 
Director  geral;  F.  C.  M.  Lautz,  Thesoureiro;  e  Richmond  C 
Hill,  Secretario. 

O  escriptorio  geral  da  companhia  occupa  um  andar  inteiro  do 
"Coal  and  Iron  Exchange  Building"  de  Buf&lo,  N.  Y.,  e  se 
propoe  estabelecer  outros  escriptorios  em  New  York,  Chicago  e 
Washington,  D.  C. 


COMMERCIO  MISCELLANEO. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

Uma  das  primeiras  casas  commerciaes  da   Republica 
Folhas  do  Ferro  AxDsricsno. 

Argentina  assegura  que  o  commercio  em  folhas  de  ferro 

augmentou  muito  naquelle  paiz,  devido  a  que  cada  dia  esta  6  mais  empregada 

em  construcgoes.     Os  manufactureiros  americanos  comegam   a    reconhecer   o 

facto  de  que  os  mercados  sul-americanos  sao  muito  importantes,  e  fazem  esforgos 

para  introduzir  seus  productos  em  concurrencia  com  os  de  fabrico  inglez.      Um 

dos  obstaculos  contra  o  seu  bom  exito  neste  commercio,  tem  sido  at6  agora  a 

differenga  nos  fretes,  porque   os  fretes  inglezes  custam   lo  por  cento  menos  do 

que  OS  americanos.     Tomar-se-hao  medidas  para  obviar  esta  diiiiculdade,  e  se 

cr6  que  a  promptidao  na  remessa  de  mercadorias  dos  Estados  Unidos  favoreceri 

a  este  paiz  na  concurrencia  que  se  tem  suscitada. 

BRAZIL. 

Diz-se,  com  autoridade,  que  grandes  remessas  de  papel 

Embarqnos  de  Pspel.  x       o 

dos    Estados  Unidos  se  exportam  constantemente  para 

Londres  para  ser  dalli  reembarcadas  para  o  Brazil.      Papel  para  periodicos,  para 

tectos  e  para  lojas  de  papel  tem  sido  pedido  por  casas  exportadoras  em  quan- 

tidades  que  sobem  a  milhares  de  dollars.     Isto  6  devido  ao  facto  de  que  na 

America  Central  e  do  Sul  ignoram  o  que  6  a  producgao  deste  artigo  nos  Estados 

Unidos,  e  a  que  as  casas  inglezas,  em  concurrencia  com  os  fabricantes  allemaes, 

dominam  um  mercado  a  que  os  americanos  tem  prestado  pouca  attengao. 

CHILE. 

Segundo  o  "  Chilian  Times",  a  produccSo  de  nitrato 

A  Induitria  de  Nitrato.  ^     ,  . 

em  1896  montou  a  23,832,434  quintaes,  e  a  exportagao 

attingiu  a  24,066,189  quintaes.      Os  principaes  paizes  para  que  se  exporta  o 

nitrato  do  Chile  sao  a  Allemanha,  os  Estados  Unidos,  Gra  Bretanha,  Franca  e 

Hollanda.     De  uma  publicagao  que  mostra  o  consumo  de  nitrato  do  mundo 

durante  os  sete  ultimos  annos,  nota-se  que  houve  um  augmento  de  4,359,627 

quintaes,  ou  quasi  200,000  toneladas  inglezas  no  consumo  de  1896  sobre  o  de 

1890.     O  excesso  de  exportagocs  em   1896  sobre  a  producgao  deste  anno,  i 

devido  ao  excesso  de  producgao  em  1895. 
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A  Conpsniiia  de  Tabaco  da      ^  companhia  dc  tabaco  da  America  do  Sul,  estabele- 
Amenca  do  Snl.  ^.j^^  ^^^  Valparaiso,  que  cmprega  160  operarios,  importa 

para  a  fabricayao  de  cigarros,  grandes  quantidades  do  tabaco  americano  em 
rama,  da  qualidade  que  se  cultiva  nos  Estados  de  Virginia  e  North  Carolina. 
A16m  do  tabaco  importado  dos  Estados  Unidos,  esta  companhia  importa  tabaco 
dc  Cuba,  Egypto,  Turquia,  e  do  norte  do  Brazil.  Calcula-se  que  a  produc^So 
per  dia  deste  estabelecimento  6  de  900,000  charutos  e  10,000  libras  de  tabaco 
lavrado.  Cre-se  que,  si  os  exportadores  fizerem  esforyos  adequados,  o  consumo 
do  tabaco  americano  no  Chile  seria  muito  augmentado. 

EQUADOR. 
Conforme  um  decreto  executivo,  todas  as  mercadorias 

Factnras  Consnlans. 

com  destino  i  Republica  do  Equador,  deverao  ser  acom- 
panhadas  de  uma  factura  consular,  certiHcado  pelo  consul  do  Equador  no  porto 
do  embarque  ou  pela  pessoa  que  seja  auctorisada  a  proceder  d'este  modo.  O 
peso  em  grosso  de  cada  volume  que  pesar  mais  do  que  50  kilogrammas 
dcverS  ser  marcado  no  seu  exterior  por  algarismos.  O  peso  que  for  em  excesso 
de  10  por  cento  do  mencionado  na  factura,  pagar^  uma  taxa  addicional  de  100 
por  cento  sobre  o  direito  applicavel  ao  artigo  pela  lei  de  alfandega  em  vigor. 

HAITI. 

Oabo  Bnbmarino  para  a        ^   companhia   de   cabos    e    telegraphos    dos    Estados 
America  do  Sol.  Unidos    abriu    ultimamente  seu  cabo  submarino  que  se 

liga  com  o  da  America  do  Sul.  O  cabo  estende-se  de  Londres  SLt6  o  cabo  de 
Haiti,  aonde  6  ligado  com  o  cabo  francez  das  Antilhas  que  toca  em  Venezuela, 
Martinica,  Guyana  Franceza  e  Hollandeza  e  Vizeu,  no  Brazil.  Em  Vizeu  o 
cabo  francez  liga-se  com  as  linhas  de  telegraphos  do  Brazil  e  depois  com  as  da 
Republica  Argentina.  Este  cabo  reduz  a  distancia  que  os  telegrammas  por 
cabo  tSm  de  percorrer  entre  a  Inglaterra  e  a  America  do  Sul  e  a  diminui9So 
do  custo  6  de  25  por  cento. 

MEXICO. 

Tiabalhadorw  Japoneees         ^    ^'''  ^^LHAM    Laing    Malcolmson,   que    residiu    por 
noi  Oafetaec.  muitos  annos  em  Ceylao,  dedicado  i  cultura  de  caf6  em 

grande  escala,  e  que  por  algum  tempo  tem  estado  no  Mexico  investigando  as 
possibilidades  da  cultura  de  caf6  nesta  republica,  tem  interessado  muitos  ricos 
cultivadorcs  de  caf6  na  compra  de  extensas  fazendas  no  isthmo  de  Tehuantepec. 
Por  intermedio  do  ministro  japonez  no  Mexico,  o  Sr.  Malcolmson  concluiu 
alguns  arranjos  preliminares  para  a  introducgao  na  republica  de  uma  grande 
colonia  de  trabalhadores  japonezes  afim  de  empregal-os  nos  cafesaes.  Entende 
que  05  terrcnos  do  sul  do  Mexico  se  adaptam  melhor  para  a  cultura  do  caf6  que 
quaesqucr  outros  que  elle  tem  visto,  e  que  o  trabalhador  japonez  6  especialmente 
apto  para  esta  cultura. 
--  ^  A  procura  de  machinas  no  Mexico  vai  augmentando  i 

'""I'ninai  Amerlcanaa.  . 

proporjao  que  suas  industrias  se  desenvolvem.     Machinas 

de  mincragao,  taes  como  caldeiras  e  machinas  a  vapor,  foram  muito  procuradas 

no  anno  passado,  e  foram  fornecidas  por  umacasa  judiciosa  e  muito  emprehende- 
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dora  de  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  A  nccessidade  de  machinas,  cntretanto,  nao  i 
limitada  a  uma  classe  especial,  mas  exigem-se  todas  as  classes  de  machinas  e  urn 
campo  muito  promettedor  para  suas  industrias  aguarda  a  vigilancia  dos 
fabricantes  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Os  fabricantes  europeos  concorrem  activamentc 
neste  negocio. 

Exporta^oea  Mezicanas  em      Conforme  as  estatisticas  ulcimamente  publicadas  pelo 
1896-97.  Ministerio  da  Fazeiida,  o   Mexico  exportou  durante  o 

exercicio  de  1896-97,  metaes  preciosos  no  valor  de  $66,183,097,  e  outros  artigos 
no  valor  de  $45,163,397,  formando  um  total  de  $111,346,494.  O  total  das 
exporta^oes  durante  o  exercicio  anterior  foi  s6mentc  de  $105,016,902,  o  qual 
prova  que  houve  um  augmento  de  $6,329,592. 

NICARAGUA. 
As  informacdes  recebidas  do  districto   de   Mataealpa 

A  Ctolheita  de  Oaftf .  ^    ^ 

relativas  i  colheita  de  caf6  para  o  anno  de  1897  a  1898, 

indicam  que  ser&  demasiado  grande  para  ser  transportada  por  meio  de  mulas  e. 

carretas  de  bois.     Com  este  motivo,  o  Congresso  de  Nicaragua  autorisou  a 

Presidente  Zelaya  que  faga  construir  uma  via  ferrea  que,  partindo  da  cidade  d 

Matagalpa,  una-se  com  a  estrada  de  ferro  nacional.     As  fazendas  de  assucar 

de  caf6  tem  sido  desenvolvidas  tanto  que  os  cultivadores  necessitam  de  machin 

mais  grandes  e  melhores,  assim  como  de  methodos  mais  rapidos  para  preparar 

productos  para  os  mercados. 

PERU. 

Aboii^fto  do  Direito  de  Ex-      No  dia   11   de  Setembro   ultimo,  o  Governo  peru^m^no 
porta^fto  sobre  a  Prata.     publicou  um  decreto,  pelo  qual  foi  abolido*  o  direito     c3c 
exportagao  de  3  por  cento  ad  valorem  que  se  cobrava  sobre  a  prata  cunh^da, 
em  barras  e  chafalonia.     Esta  isenyao  nao  se  estende  i.  moeda  de  ouro  nacional  ' 
ou    ao    ouro    em    barras    ou    em  p6,  que  continuari  pagando    um  direito     ^c, 
exportayao  de  3  por  cento. 

ESTADOS  UNIDOS.  ' 

As  Pellet  de  Vitella  afto         ^  Junta  de  Avaliadores  geraes  dos  Estados  Unido^ 
Lima  de  Direito..       decidiu  no  dia  3  de  Dezembro  de  1897,  que  as  pelles    df 
vitella  cruas,  que  servem  para  fazer  quasi  todo  o  calgado  que  se  usa  neste  p^^* 
serao  no  futuro  introduzidas  livres  de  direitos.     Segundo  esta  resolugao^      • 
pelles  de  vitella  cruas  nao  devem  ser  classificadas,  segundo  a  lei  de  tarif*    t 
Dingley,  como  couros  de  rezes  crus,  que  pagam  um  direito  de    15  por  ce^^^ 
ad  valorem,  mas  que  estao  isentas  de  lodo  direito  e  Hguram  na  lista  de  artiiSf 
livres  sob  o  nome  de   pelles  cruas.     A   Junta  decidiu   tambem  que  a  pala.  '^ 
"couro"  se  applica  technicamente  is  pelles  de  animaes   grandes,   taes  cc^^ 
cavallos,  bois,  vaccas,  e  touros,  emquanto  que  a  palavra  "pelle"  se  empr^ 
fallando  de  carneiros,  vitellas  e  cabras.     A  palavra  *'  couro  ",  como  termo  cc3l 
mercial,   refere-se  aos    que  pesam    25    libras    ou    mais;  os    couros  que  pcaif 


1 


( 


i 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  IlOQ 

menos  sao  classificados  como  "  pellcs  ".     Tratando-se  de  pellcs  e  couros  seccos, 
am  peso  de  1 2  libras  marca  a  linha  divisoria. 

o  Cedro  da  America  N'um  relatorio    sobre    o  mcrcado  de  New   York  de 

do  Sni.  Dezembro  de  1897,  se  declara  que  o  cedro  procedcnte  de 

certa  parte  das  Antilhas,  do  Mexico,  America  Central  e  America  do  Sul  rivalisa 
com  o  cedro  da  Hespanha.  O  cedro  destcs  paizes  6  muito  satisfactorio  e  menos 
custoso  que  o  cedro  hespanhol,  de  que  nao  ha  abundancia,  e,  por  conseguinte,  6 
provavel  que  este  seja  substituido  por  aquelle  no  future. 

Uma  comparagao  das  estatisticas  do  commercio  de  ve- 

Gonu&arcio  de  TTelocipedeB. 

locipedcs  com  a  America-latina  para  os  exercicios  de  1896 

e  1897,  mostra  um  augmento  notaval  nas  exporta^oes  para  1897.     Quanto  i 

disiribui^ao  destas  exportagoes,  o  Mexico  as  tomou  no  valor  de  $73,117,  que 

foi  um  augmento  de  $48,839  sobre  as  do  anno  anterior  ;  a  Republica  Argentina 

importou  no  valor  de  $42,091  em  1897,  contra  $4,065  em  1896,  e  o  Brazil, 

que  occupa  o  terceiro  lugar  na  lista,  $29,355,  em  1897,  e  $13,592  em  1896.     A 

America  Central,  Santo  Domingo,  e  a  Columbia  augmentaram  suas  importances 

nestes  dous  annos  no  valor  de  $6,020,  $4,642,  e  $1,278  respectivamente.      Os 

dcmais  paizes  sul-americanos   importaram  velocipedes  em    1897,  no  valor  de 

$73,507,  e  em   1896  s6mente  no  valor  de  $13,401,  que  mostra  o  augmento 

notavel  de  $60,106. 

URUGUAY. 

Oonmiercio  entre  o«  Estados  Segundo  informagoes  sobre  as  cxportagScs  do  porto  de 
UnidoseMonteridte.  Montevideo  durante  os  primeiros  nove  mezes  do  anno 
corrence,  foram  exportados  para  os  Estados  Unidos  durante  este  periodo 
245,605  couros  de  boi  seccos,  ou  mais  que  a  metade  de  um  total  de  466,795. 
Dos  couros  de  boi  salgados  que  o  Uruguay  exportou,  os  Estados  Unidos 
tomaram  a  quinta  parte,  flgurando  no  quarto  lugar  entre  as  nagSes  occupadas 
ncstc  commercio.  Nas  importa^oes  da  la  do  Uruguay,  os  Estados  Unidos 
occupam  o  terceiro  lugar,  tcndo  importado  11,738  fardos  de  um  total  de 
50,552,  e  no  commercio  de  pellos,  mais  que  a  terga  parte  de  um  total  de  940 
fardos  foi  exportada  para  os  Estados  Unidos. 

VENEZUELA. 

O  Ministro  Francis  B.  Loomis,  n'um  relatorio  remet- 
0  OomniaTcio  de  Cl^ado>  ,  . 

tido  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado,  diz,  que  o  commercio  de 

gado  cm  Venezuela  amea^a  prejudicar  os  criadores  americanos,  e  di,  como 

prova  dcsta  declaragSo,  o  grande  augmento  que  houve  no  numero  de  gado 

criado  cm  Venezuela  nos  ultimos  tres   annos.     Em    1894,    havia   5,000,000 

cabcjas  de  gado  no  paiz;  no  anno  corrcnte  o  numero  montou  a   10,000,000 

cabc^as,  c  espera-se  que  nos  proximos  quatro  annos  o  numero  seja  dobrado. 

Os  csforgos  fcitos  por  parte  da  Republica  para  abrir  um  mercado  no  Brazil  para 

0  gado  foram  de  tan  to  exito  que  se  propSe  estendcr  o  commercio  para  Cuba 

c  as  Antilhas. 
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O  RAMI. 

Em  consequencia  do  excesso  de  produc^So  e  o  conse- 
guinte  baixo  pre^o  do  assucar  de  canna,  os  agncuhores 
da  America  do  Sul  e  das  Ancilhas  senciram-se  Tornados  a  buscar  alguma  nova 
industria  a  que  podiam  dedicar  com  mais  proveito  os  seus  trabalhos  e  seus  terrenos 
Nesta  crise  parece  que  a  cultura  do  rami  Ihes  tem  sido  apresentada. 

Muitas  experiencias  tem  demonstrado  que  esta  planta  cresceri  em  abundancia 
e  a  muito  pouco  custo  de  cultivo  em  varjas  partes  do  Mexico,  America  Central 
e  America  do  Sul.  At6  o  presente  a  producjao  do  rami,  n'uma  escala  propor- 
cional  ao  seu  valor  e  rendimento  provavel,  foi  impedida  pela  falta  de  machinas 
para  descortiyar  e  desgommar  a  fibra,  de  modo  que  podesse  fazer  concurrencia 
com  a  fibra  preparada  i  mao,  importada  da  China. 

£xperiencias  concludentes  levadas  a  cabo  na  iiha  de  Jamaica  recentemente, 
mostraram  que  a  machina  do  Sr.  MacDonald  realisa  aquellas  opera^6es  de  maneira 
satisfactoria. 

Segundo  o  Gleaner  que  se  publica  em  Kingston,  organisou-se  uma  companhia 
sob  o  titulo  de  "Jamaica  Fibre  Company,  Limited"  cujo  object©  6  cultivar  o 
rami  em  grande  escala  e  preparar  a  fibra  para  o  mercado.  Os  nomes  que  figuram  i 
frente  desta  associa^ao,  segundo  o  Gleaner,  sao  garantia  da  seriedade  da  empreza. 

ASSOCIA5AO  NACIONAL  DE   FABRICANTES. 

O  armazem  para  a  exhibigao  de  manufacturas  ameri- 
Annasem  em  Oaracaa.  it,  ^ 

canas  estabelecido  em  Caracas,  e  a   primeira  tentativa 

experimental  que  tem  feito  neste  sentido  a  Associagao  Nacional  de  Fabricantes. 

A  demanda  de  espa^o  pelos  exponentes  tem  sido  tao  grande  que  os  directores 

se  tem  visto  obrigados  a  fixar  o  4  de  Dezembro  como  limite  do  prazo  para 

receber  mercadorias.     N'um  relatario  datado  em  Puerto  Cabelio,  e  que  acaba  de 

chegar  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado,  o  Consul  Proskanek.  se  expressa  da  seguinte 

favoravel  maneira  acerca  da  empreza  e  seus  resultados  quanto  ao  commercio  de 

Venezuela : 

"Ao  principio  seus  bons  efFeitos  se  limitarao  aos  grandes  e  ricos  territorios 
que  sao  tributarios  de  Caracas  e  que  consumem  artigos  de  primeira  qualidade, 
mas  sua  fama  e  os  beneficios  que  produziri,  nao  tardarao  em  induzir  aos  com- 
merciantes  des  regioes  central  e  occidental  la  Republica  a  visitar  ^  exposi^ao 
A  vista  mesma  das  mercadorias,  a  comrpara^ao  d*ellas  no  lugar  mesmo  com  outros 
objectos  semelhantes,  o  cambio  de  ideas  entre  os  representantes  americanos  e  os 
commerciantes  venezuelanos  acerca  de  pequenos  detalhes  mercantis,  deverao  ser 
proveitosos  para  ambas  partes  e  contribuir  a  dissipar  serios  erros  que  ainda 
existem. 

"  O  governo  estd  esforgando-se  para  fomentar  a  empreza,  e  os  sentimentos 
amistosos  dos  filhos  do  paiz  para  todo  a  que  6  americano,  farao  que  desenvol- 
vam  a  maior  energia  aHm  de  que  os  esfor^os  dos  iniciadores  do  projecto  se 
vejam  coroados  de  bom  exito." 
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DELATIONS  COMMERCIALES  EN  AMfiRIQUE— 

VII. 

LE  LITTORAL  DE  L'EST  DE  L'AMfiRIQUE  DU  SUD.* 

^^s  pays  qui  doivent  etre  consideres  ensuite  dans  ces  rela- 
tions   ^x\t  les  Republiques  de  rAmerique  du  Sud  qui  longent 
*  ^^l^ntique  ou  qui  y  trouvent  leur  debouche  naturel.     Ces  pays, 
seloti   les  distances  qui  les  separent  des  Etats-Unis  sont,  le  Bresil, 
^^^^guay,  la  Republique  Argentine,  et  le  Paraguay,  ce  dernier 
etant  le  seul  pays  de  la  cote  de  PEst  qui  n'a  pas  de  littoral 
ro^^itime.     Le   transport   entre   les    Etats-Unis   et    cette    vaste 
region  de    rAmerique    du    Sud,    qui   renferme  non  seulement 
d'ininienses  ressources  naturelles  en  voie  de  developpement,  mais 
aussi  des  industries  et  un  commerce  d'enormes  proportions,  qui 
ont  deja  atteint  leur  plein  developpement,  est  facile  et  direct 
ct  n'attend  pas  les  facilites  additionnelles  qui  se  developperaient 
par  suite  de  la  construction  du  canal  a  travers  le  Nicaragua  ou 
I'jsthme  de  Panama,  dont  les  pays  du  littoral  de  Touest  ont  si 
grand  besoin.     Le  developpement  des  relations  actuelles  de  com- 
'ncrce  des  Etats-Unis,  dans  la  partie  orientale  de  I'Amerique  du 
^^  depend  seulement  des  conditions  deja  existantes  et  qui,  par 
consequent,  n'ont  pas  besoin  d'etre  creees. 

^  premier  article  de  cette  s6rie  a  paru  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  pour  le  mois  de 
i«inei  1897. 
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Le  canal  interoceanique  serait  d'un  grand  benefice  dans 
raccourcissement  des  distances  entre  la  cote  est  de  rAmeric 
du  Sud  et  la  cote  .ouest  de  rhemisphcre  entier,  tandis  que 
construction  du  canal  n'afFecterait  qu'indirectement  le  comme 
entre  la  cote  de  PAtlantique  de  TAmerique  du  Sud  et  la  c 
de  I'Atlantique  et  les  ports  du  Golfe  des  Etats-Unis.  Les  rot 
praticables  les  plus  courtes  sont  deja  trouvees  sur  les  eaux  dc 
vaste  mer  de  I'Atlantique,  et  les  necessites  pour  le  developpem 
commercial  sont  simplement  celles  qui  forment  la  base  de  t< 
commerce  maritime.  Par  d'autres  mots,  nous  n'avons  qu'a  trou 
les  moyens  pour  augmenter  I'echange  des  produits  par  les  vc 
accoutumees,  sans  aucun  empechement  naturel  a  franchir. 
nous  pouvons  obtenir  la  quantite  d'articles  necessaires  au  comme 
d'cchange,  et  les  vaisseaux  pour  les  transporter,  le  probleme 
resolu. 

Bien  que  les  ports  de  la  cote  orientale  de  I'Amerique  du  S 
soient  les  points  terminaux  des  routes  directes  et  definitives  part; 
des  Etats-Unis,  leur  relation  geographique  envers  le  dernier  p; 
n'est  pas  de  nature  a  lui  donner  un  avantage  fi'appant  dans  la  In 
avec  les  nations  europeennes  pour  leur  commerce.  Comme  i 
etc  indique  dans  le  premier  article  de  cette  serie,  le  continent  si 
americain  projette  dans  TAtlintique  a  une  telle  distance  a  V 
d'une  ligne  tracee  au  sud  de  la  ville  de  New-York,  que  les  pc 
europeens  les  plus  au  nord  ne  sont  pas  plus  eloignes  que 
grandes  villes  maritimes  des  Etats-Unis.  Done  les  conditio 
sont  plus  egales  que  dans  la  concurrence  pour  le  commerce 
Mexique,  de  TAmerique  Centrale,  des  Indes  Occidentales 
de  la  cote  septentrionale  de  I'Amerique  du  Sud,  qui  sont 
pres  des  Etats-Unis  qu'ils  leur  ofFrent  un  grand  avantage  : 
leurs  rivaux  europeens — avantage  qui,  comme  il  ete  si  souvi 
indique  dans  ces  articles,  a  Pachevement  du  Canal  de  Nicara^ 
ou  de  Panama,  s'etendrait  a  la  cote  occidentale  de  PAmerique 
Sud.  Malgre  ceci,  le  volume  du  commerce  de  la  cote  orient 
de  I'Amerique  du  Sud  est  si  grand  que,  meme  sous  des  conditio 
gcographiques  moins  favorables,  la  part  des  Etats-Unis  prese 
des  quantites  considerables,  surtout  en  comparaison  avec  celle 
la  cote  occidentale.  Les  importations  provenant  de,  et  les  exp 
tations  des  Etats-Unis  a  destination  des  contrees  de  la  cote  ori 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


1213 


tale,  pour  les  exercices  termines  le  30  juin  1896  et  1897,  sont 
ainsi  cites  dans  ks  statistiques  du  Tresor  des  Etats-Unis : 

CoU  orientale  de  l^Amerique  du  Sud, 


Importations  provenant  de. 

Hxportations  k  destination  de. 

1896. 

1897. 

1896. 

T897. 

R^publique  Argentine 

Brfesil 

Dollars. 

9.  313.  385 
71,  060,  046 

Dollars. 
10,  772,  627 

69.  039.  389 

Dollars. 
5,  979,  046 
14.  258. 187 

Dollars. 

6,  384,  984 

12,450,061 

740 

1,213.426 

ParaKuav 

Urueuav 

3,  242,428 

3.515,054 

1,481,  200 

0"**/ ••. ... 

Total 

83,615,859 

83,  327,  070 

21.718,433 

20,049,  211 

Le  commerce  total  des  Etats-Unis  avec  TAmerique  du  Sud 
pendant  les  memes  annees  se  repartit  comme  suit: 

AMERIOUE  DU  SUD. 


Importations  provenant  de. 

Hxportations  k  destination  de. 

1896. 

1897. 

1896. 

1897. 

Dollars. 
loS.  828.  462 

Dollars. 
107,  389,  009 

Dollars. 
36.297,671 

Dollars. 
33.  768,  493 

Ainsi,  des  importations  totales  des  Etats-Unis  provenant  de 
VAmerique  du  Sud,  nous  trouvons  que  plus  des  trois-quarts 
^lennent  de  la  cote  orientale,  tandis  que  pres  des  deux-tiers  du 
total  des  exportations  des  Etats-Unis  a  destination  de  PAmerique 
du  Sud  sont  pris  par  ces  memes  pays.  Par  contre,  le  commerce 
flc  la  cote  occidentale  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  dans  son  etat  actuel  de 
developpement,  decrit  dans  les  articles  precedents,  est  insignifiant. 
Ses  possibilites  seulement  arretent  Tattention. 

Les  chifFres  sont : 

CoU  occidentale  de  l^Amerique  du  Sud. 


Bolivie 

Chili . . ; ; 

E<luateur 
Ptrou 


Total 


Importations  provenant  de. 


1896. 


Dollars. 

Nulle. 
4,709,017 

763.  643 
712,696 


6,185,356 


1897. 


Dollars. 
Nulle. 

3.  792, 434 
566,  526 

722.  089 


5,081,049 


Exportations  k  destination  de. 


1896. 


Dollars. 

21,907 

3,431,808 

689,  416 

999.381 


5.  142,  512 


1897. 


Dollars. 

7.787 
2,578,911 

734.  868 
1, 108,  436 


4, 430, 002 
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On  ne  peut  s'attendre  qu'a  une  augmentation  peu  considerable 
de  ces  chifFres  jusqu'a  ce  que  Pachevement  du  canal  interoceanique 
ouyre  une  route  plus  courte  et  moins  couteuse  des  Etats-Unis  au 
littoral  du  Pacifique  de  I'Amerique  du  sud;  mais  le  volume  du 
commerce  deja  existant,  aussi  bien  que  la  grande  richesse  agricole 
du  Bresil  et  des  contrees  de  la  Plata  promettant  un  developpement 
immense  de  commerce,  semble  marquer  la  cote  orientale  comme 
celle  specialement  favorable  au  developpement  plus  intime  des 
relations  avec  les  Etats-Unis. 

Au  point  de  vue  du  manufacturier  et  de  Texportateur  americains 
les  relations  existantes  avec  les  contrees  de  la  cote  orientale  de 
I'Amerique  du  Sud  ne  sont  pas  satisfaisantes,  vu  que,  tandis  que 
les  Etats-Unis  achetent  annuellement  de  leurs  produits  pour  un^ 
valeur  superieure  a  83,000,000  de  dollars,  ils  ne  lui  en  venderxx 
que  pour  environ  20,000,000  de  dollars,  soit  un  quart  de  moires 
qu'ilsn'en  achetent.     A  present  que  le  manufacturier  fait  une  ccr^- 
currence  si  heureuse  a  ses  competiteurs  europeens  dans  les  marclk^s 
nationaux  de  ces  derniers,  il  ne  voit  aucune  raison  pourquoi  il  Tie 
reussirait  pas  aussi  bien  dans  PAmerique  du  Sud  que   partout 
ailleurs.     II  n'envisage  pas  les  barrieres  d'habitude,  de  relations  cic 
commerce  longtemps  etablies,  des  prejuges  du  tarif  et  du  capital 
europeen  place  dans  les  banques  et  qui  controlent  le  cours  du 
change.     Ces  barrieres  peuvent,  sans  doute,  etre  franchies  avec  le 
cours  du  temps,  mais  seulement  par  suite  d'eiForts  intelligents  ^t 
patients. 

Peut-etre  que  le  meilleur  moyen  pour  efFectuer  lenr  eloignemer^^ 
serait  une  politique  de  reciprocity  soigneusement  deliberee,  ass«-^' 
rant  Techange  le  plus  libre  possible,  sans  perte  pour  les  industri^^ 
etablies.     Une  telle  politique,  ayant  pour  objet  Tavantage  mutu^*" 
a  etre  ressenti  par  les  parties  contractantes,  contribuerait  indubit^^ 
blement  a  la  diversion  du  commerce  des  voies  europeennes  et     ^ 
I'uniondes  Republiques  Americaines  dans  une  communaute  reelt^'^ 
et  non  sentimentale,  d'interets.     Les  questions  subsidiaires,  ma.?^ 
non  moins  importantes  relatives  a  ^augmentation  de  facilites  d^ 
transports,  avec  des  vaisseaux  sur  lesquels  flotteraient  les  pavilion^ 
des  Republiques  Americaines,  et  des  chemins  de  fer,  liant  plu^ 
etroitement  encore  par  des  chainons  d'acier  les  differentes  contrees, 
et  de  I'adaptation  des  manufactures  et  des  methodes  commerciales 
des  Etats-Unis  aux  besoins  particuliers  du  commerce  sud-ameri- 
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cain,  ont  etc  clairement  discutees  dans  cette  serie  d'articles,  mais 
dies  doivent  etre  toujours  dans  I'esprit  et  sans  cesse  rappelees  a 
Tattention  de  tous  ceux  qui  sont  interesses  dans  le  probleme  gene- 
ral des  conditions  commerciales  de  PAmerique,  comme  indispensa- 
bles  a  la  croissance  necessaire  et  rapide. 

Parmi  les  autres  pays  que  nous  passons  en  revue,  le  Bresil  a  le 

plus  grand  commerce  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  evalue  pendant  I'exer- 

cise  passe,  finissant  le  30  juin  1897,  a  plus  de  69,000,000  de  dollars 

pour  I'exportation  aux  Etats-Unis,  etde  12,450,000  de  dollars  pour 

Timportation.     II  y  a  eu  une  diminution  de  2,000,000  de  dollars 

au  compte  des  exportations  en  comparaison  avec  I'annee  ante- 

rieure,  et  de  1,800,000  de  dollars  pour  les  importations,  mais  cette 

diminution  n'a  aucune  signification  dans  un  commerce  total  de 

plus  de  81,000,000  de  dollars,  et  trouve  sa  raison  d'etre  dans  les 

fluctuations  des  annees  prccedcntes.     Les  achats  bresiliens  des 

Etats-Unis  ne  montrent  pour  ainsi  dire,  aucun  gain  permanent 

dans  une  serie  d'annees,  tandis  que  ses  ventes  aux  Etats-Unis  ont 

diminue  depuis  1893  ^^  7,000,000  de  dollars. 

Cette  condition  d'affaires  est  d'autant  plus  remarquable  quand 
on  considere  que,  de  tous  les  pays  de  TAmerique  du  Sud,  le 
Bresil  ne  cede  le  pas  a  aucun,  dans  la  cordialite  de  ses  sentiments 
envers  les  Etats-Unis,  ni  dans  I'intimite  de  ses  relations  com- 
merciales, datant  d'une  periode  tres  reculee.  Le  caractere  de  ses 
principaux  produits  agricoles,  tels  que  cafe,  Sucre,  caoutchouc,  etc., 
etant  prcsque  exclusivement  tropical,  on  ne  peut  pas  dire  qu'il 
6sse  concurrence  aux  principales  denrees  agricoles  des  Etats- 
Unis,  de  sorte  que  ces  derniers  peuvent  facilement  lui  accorder 
des  concessions  douanieres  sans  risquer  de  porter  prejudice  aux 
industries  nationales.  De  I'autre  cote,  il  y  a  une  variete  infinie  de 
denrees  alimentaires  et  de  marchandises  manufacturees  que  le 
Bresil  voudrait  bicn  sans  doute  importer  en  plus  grande  quantite 
des  Etats-Unis,  sous  des  conditions  plus  favorables.  II  n'y  a 
aucun  pays  de  T Hemisphere  Occidental  qui  paraisse  offrir  de 
benefices  plus  tentants  que  ceux  qui  resulteraient  d'un  systeme 
soigneusement  elabore  de  reciprocite  avec  les  Etats-Unis. 

Les  relations  entre  la  Republique  Argentine  et  les  Etats-Unis 
sont  moins  facilement  ajustees  a  cause  de  la  similitude  de  quel- 
ques  produits  principaux  des  deux  pays,  tels  que  le  ble  et  la  laine. 
Cepcndant,  la  Republique  Argentine  produit  des  recoltes  de  la 
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zone  torride  aussi  bien  que  de  la  zone  temperee,  et  il  se  peut  que 
les  articles  (tels  que  le  Sucre),  qui  n'entrent  pas  en  concurrence  avec 
les  produits  des  Etats-Unis,  sauf  en  petites  quantites,  pourraient 
servir  de  base  de  concessions  mutuelles.  II  est  affirme  aussi  que 
certaines  qualites  de  laine  de  TArgentine  ne  peuvent  pas  etre  pro- 
duites  avantageusement  aux  Etats-Unis  et  pourraient  etre  admises 
sous  des  conditions  plus  favorables ;  mais  par  contre,  il  est  assure, 
qu'avec  la  protection  douaniere,  les  Etats-Unis  pourraient  clever 
en  quelques  localites  le  meme  genre  de  moutons. 

Cette  question  est  une  que  doivent  regler  ceux  qui  sont  spe- 
cialement  qualifies  pour  la  resoudre,  mais  on  peut  remarquer  de 
passage,  que  la  reciprocity  implique  necessairement  une  politique 
de  concessions  mutuelles,  ayant  pour  objet  principal  d'obtenir  les 
plus  grands  benefices  pour  le  plus  grand  nombre.  Le  trafic  de  la 
Republique  Argentine  est  de  proportions  considerables,  s'elevant 
a  une  valeur  de  plus  de  200,000,000  de  dollars  par  an.  Actuelle- 
ment  la  part  des  Etats-Unis  dans  ce  commerce  n'est  que  de  7  pour 
cent.  Evidemment  il  serait  avantageux  de  considerer  serieuse- 
ment  les  possibilites  d'un  plus  grand  volume  d'echanges. 

Les  p^incipaux  produits  de  P Uruguay  sont  tres  similaires  a  ceux 
des  Etats-Unis,  notamment  le  betail,  la  laine,  le  mais,  le  ble,  etc.; 
mais  les  chifFres  du  commerce  montrent  que  I'Uruguay  vend  beau- 
coup  plus  aux  Etats-Unis  qu'il  n'en  achete,  et  dans  le  Paraguay 
et  I'Uruguay  les  exportateurs  des  Etats-Unis  pourraient  sans 
doute,  avec  des  efforts  energiques,  augmenter  grandement  la  con- 
sommation  de  certaines  classes  de  marchandises.  Dans  I'Uruguay 
par  exemple,  il  y  a  une  demande  considerable  de  petrole  et  de  bois 
de  charpente  que  les  Etats-Unis  pourraient  assurement  remplir 
presque  entierement,  si  le  droit  per9u  par  I'Uruguay  sur  ces  articles 
etait  reduit. 

On  remarquera  que,  a  I'exception  du  Paraguay,  avec  lequel  les 
Etats-Unis  n'ont  presque  pas  de  commerce,  les  pays  de  I'Est  de 
I'Amerique  du  Sud  ont  a  leur  compte  un  profit  commercial  de 
proportions  considerables.  Avec  I'ajustement  propre  des  droits  de 
douane,  et  TefFort  systematique  de  la  part  des  exportateurs  des 
Etats-Unis,  il  ne  peut  etre  mis  en  doute  qu'en  vue  des  sympathies 
naturelles  qu'ont  1' Argentine,  le  Bresil,  et  I'Uruguay  pour  la 
Republique  soeur  du  Nord,  ils  ne  soient  portes  a  acheter  en  plus 
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grandes  quantites  d'un  client  aussi  avantageux.  Ainsi  la  clef  du 
probleme  de  la  croissance  commerciale  depend  de  la  sage  negocia- 
tion  de  la  reciprocite,  et  de  I'efFort  plus  actif  de  la  part  dcs  com- 
iner9ants  des  Etats-Unis  a  surmonter  les  efforts  industrieux  du 
fcibricant  et  de  I'exportateur  europeens. 


J^k^^^yC/i  ^oZ-eci-J^r 


RfiPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

■ 

COMMERCE  EXT^RIEUR  PENDANT  LE   1*'  SEMESTRE  DE  1897. 

Les  faits  suivants  relatifs  au  commerce  exterieur  de  la  Repu- 
blique  Argentine  pendant  le  i«r  semestre  de  1897  ^^^^  releves  du 
rapport  public  par  le  Departement  national  de  la  statistique. 

L'ensemble  des  importations  et  des  exportations,  en  dehors  des 
cspeces  metalliques,  s'est  eleve  au  chiffre  de  1 13,742,314  piastres 
or,  centre  121,773,627  piastres,  pendant  la  meme  periode  de  1896, 
soitune  diminution  de  8,031,313  piastres,  dont  2,068,868  pias- 
tres pour  I'importation  et  5,968,445  piastres  pour  Vexportation. 

Les  importations  ont  atteint  49,987,541  piastres  or,  qui  se  de- 
composent  de  la  maniere  suivante: 

Piastres  or. 

Anicles  sujets  aux  droits 43, 045,  658 

Articles  exempts  de  droits 6, 658,  121 

Expeces  metalliques 283,  762 

Compares  avec  ceux  du  premier  semestre  de  1896,  ces  chifFres 
accusent  une  diminution  de  2,143,428  piastres  pour  les  articles 
sujets  aux  droits,  et  de  5,387,390  piastres  pour  les  especes  metalli- 
ques, tandis  que  les  articles  exempts  de  droits  ont  augmente  de 
74^560  piastres. 

Les  diminutions  portent  principalement  sur  les  produits  du  regne 
vegetal  (1,334,339);  sur  les  bois  et  leurs  derives  (591,412 
piastres);  sur  les  tissus  et  matieres  textiles  autres  que  la  soie  et 
Ic  coton  (1,170,960  piastres);  sur  les  boissons,  vins  et  alcools 
(355^830  piastres). 

La  diminution  croissante  que  Pon  constate  dans  le  chifFre  des 
entrees  de  vins  communs  en  futs  est  particulierement  frappante. 
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Cet  article,  dont  I'importation,  pendant  le  premier  semestre  de 
1895,  representait  une  valeur  de  3,280,000  piastres  or,  est  succes- 
sivement  tombe  a  2,820,000  piastres  pendant  la  periode  corre- 
spondante  de  1896,  et  a  2,552,668  piastres  en  1897.  C'est  en 
grande  partie  une  consequence  de  Textension  qu'a  prise,  depuis 
quelques  annees  la  culture  de  la  vigne  dans  les  provinces  du 
Nord-Ouest  de  la  Republique  Argentine.  Les  vins  de  San  Juan, 
de  Mendoza,  etc.,  mieux  feits  et  plus  soignes  qu'autrefois,  sont 
entres  dans  la  consommation  comme  vins  de  table  ordinaires,  et 
commencent  a  faire  une  concurrence  serieuse  aux  vins  fran9ais  et 
italiens. 

Les  articles  en  augmentation  sont: 

Les  produits  chimiques  et  pharmaceutiques  200,938  piastres; 
le  fer  et  ses  derives,  1^338,300  piastres;  les  tissus  de  soie  et  de 
laine,  169,921  piastres;  le  vermouth,  109,825.  La  plus- value  que 
presente  ce  demier  chifFre  est  tout  a  Tavantage  de  I'importation 
italienne,  dont  les  vermouths  sont  presque  seuls  a  figurer  dans  la 
consommation  du  pays. 

Le  tableau  suivant  donne  la  valeur  des  importations  des  diffe- 
rents  pays  dans  la  Republique  Argentine,  en  1896  et  1897. 

IMPORTATION. 


Pays. 


Grande-Bretagne 

France 

Allemagne 

Italic 

fistats-Unis. . 

Belgique 

Br6sil 

Espagne 

Paraguay 

Uruguay  

Chile 

Pays-Bas 

Portugal 

Antilles 

Bolivie 


1897. 


Piastres. 
18,947.560 
5.  778,  087 
5,  728,  254 
5,  342,  946 
4,  985,  746 
4,186,946 
I,  826,  803 

I,  755. 175 
578. 481 
295.  386 

96,343 
52, 166 

31.  229 
28,007 

23. 177 


X896. 


Piastres, 
20,424,178 

5.  553.  070 

6,  358,  227 
5, 400,  741 

4, 933.  336 
4,116,154 
2, 479,  301 
1, 410,  244 
502, 184 
335. 163 

11,443 
64, 189 

43.909 
18,  III 

23,  677 


Au^nncntation 
(4-)  ou  dimi- 
nution ( — ). 


Piastres. 
—1,476,618 

4-    225.017 

—     629, 973 

57.  795 

52,  410 

70,  792 

652. 498 

344.931 
76,  297 

39. 777 
84,900 

12, 023 

12,680 

9,896 

500 


j- 


+ 


Les  Etats-Unis  occupent  la  cinquieme  place  comme  pays 
importateur  et  le  chiffre  de  ses  importations  a  augmente  de  52,410 
piastres,  pendant  qu'il   etait  au  contraire  en  decroissance   pour 
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I'Angleterre,  I'Allemagne,  PItalie,  le  Bresil,  PUruguay,  les  Pays- 
Bas,  le  Portugal  et  la  Bolivie. 

Pendant  cette  meme  periode,  les  exportations  ont  atteint  le 
chifFre  de  65,118,829  piastres  or,  qui  se  decomposent  en: 

Piastres  or. 

Articles  sujets  aux  droits 39,  771.  228 

Articles  exempts  de  droits 24,  267,  307 

Esp^ces  zn^talliques i,  180,  294 

Ces  donnees,  comparees  aux  resultats  du  premier  trimestre  de 
Tannee  precedente,  montrent  que  la  sortie  des  articles  sujets  aux 
droits  a  augmente  de  555749633  piastres ;  celle  des  especes  metal- 
liques  de  1,076,132  piastres,  et  que  ^exportation  des  produits 
exempts  de  droits  a  baisse  de  1 1»537»078  piastres.  Cette  diminu- 
tion, qui  porte  presque  uniquement  sur  les  produits  de  Pagriculture, 
est  la  consequence  des  degats  causes  par  les  invasions  de  saute- 
relles  qui  ont  ravage  et  presque  totalement  detruit  la  derniere 

recolte  des  cereales. 

Les  acheteurs  de  produits  argentin   se  rangent  dans  Pordre 

suivant : 


Pays. 


France 

^''ernagne 

^'"ande-Bretagne 

&T.: ::.::: 

pats-Unis 

Italic 

Chile 

^'^«uay 

^pagne. ... 

Bolivie 

Antilles 

Paraguay 

Pays-Bas 

Portugal 


Augmentation 

1897. 

X896. 

(+)  ou  dimi- 
nution (— ). 

Piasttes. 

Piastres. 

Piastres. 

14.  871,  335 

14, 932,  860 

—       61.  525 

9.321.283 

8. 456, 197 

4-    865. 086 

7.651.223 

8, 146,  182 

—    494.959 

6,  303.  584 

7. 665.  597 

—1,363,013 

5.675.423 

4.629,751 

+1,045,672 

5,  227.  765 

3,281,279 

+1,  946,  486 

I. 928, 723 

1, 882, 031 

+      46, 692 

I    127.  721 

1,354.712 

—    226, 991 

1. 103,  593 

1, 656, 067 

.—     552,474 

512, 285 

457.  934 

+       54. 351 

270.  491 

265. 478 

+         5.013 

187.  546 

128, 253 

+       59. 293 

73r440 

82.  634 

—        9.194 

33. 133 

438,  528 

—    405.395 

10, 142 

1 

14, 088 

—        3,946 

Le  chiffre  des  exportations  aux  Etats-Unis  pendant  les  pre- 
"^iers  semestres  de  1897  et  de  1896  accuse  une  augmentation  de 
^»946486  piastres. 
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BR^SIL. 

TRAVAUX  D'AM6LI0RATI0N  DU  PORT  DE  PERNAMBUCO. 

Le  Gouvemement  des  Etats-Unis  du  Bresil  a  decide  ouvrir 
concurrence  pour  Texecution  des  travaux  d'amelioration  du  port 
de  Recife,  Etat  de  Pernambuco,  la  troiseme  ville  du  pays  par  rap- 
port a  I'importance  commerciale.  Le  Recife  possede  un  port 
naturel  dont  le  mole  est  forme  par  les  recifs  qui  s'etendent  a  une 
certaine  distance  de  terre  le  long  d'une  partie  de  la  cote  nord  du 
Bresil.  II  feut  cependant  ameliorer  les  conditions  actuelles,  d'ac- 
cord  avec  le  plan  general  fait  par  Tingenieur  bresilien,  Alfredo 
LisBOA,  que  le  concessionnaire  doit  suivre  avec  les  modifications 
qui,  pendant  Texecution,  seront  jugees  necessaires  par  le  Gouveme- 
ment. Les  travaux  en  question  sont  les  suivants:  Construction 
d'un  mole  sur  le  recif  submerge;  exhaussement  des  recifs;  con- 
struction de  quais  definitifs  auxquels  puissent  amarrer  les  bateaux 
de  grand  tirant;  dragag^  de  tout  le  port;  placement  de  bouees  et 
poteaux  d'amarrage  aux  lieux  d'ancrage ;  construction  des  maga- 
sins  necessaires  a  la  reception,  emmagasinage  et  conservation  des 
marchandises,  lesquels  jouiront  des  avantages  et  des  feveurs  con- 
cedes par  la  loi  aux  magasins  de  douanes;  etablissement,  le  long 
des  quais,  de  chemins  de  fer  en  communication  avec  leurs  maga- 
sins et  avec  les  chemins  de  fer  et  tramways  existants;  etablissement 
d'un  jeu  complet  de  grues  hydrauliques  ou  electriques,  et  construc- 
tion de  chantiers  destines  a  I'inspection  et  reparation  des  bateaux. 

Le  concessionnaire  soumettra  a  I'approbation  du  Gouvemement 
les  plans  definitifs  six  mois  apres  I'approbation  du  contrat  par  le 
Congrcs,  et  les  travaux  commenceront  dans  les  douze  mois 
suivants,  pour  etre  finis  dans  une  periode  de  cinq  et  dix  ans. 

Pour  la  remuneration  et  Vamortissement  du  capital  employe,  le 
concessionnaire  recouvrira,  jusqu'au  temps  de  la  reversion  des  tra- 
vaux au  Gouvemement,  quatre  sortes  d'impots:  d'amarrage,  de 
quayage,  de  charge  et  decharge  des  marchandises,  et  d'emmagasi- 
nage,  et  de  plus  les  impots  relatifs  au  transport  des  marchandises 
et  au  delai  des  bateaux  dans  les  chantiers.  Quand  les  revenus 
nets  depasseront  1 2  pour  cent,  les  impots  soufFriront  une  reduction 
generale.     Si  les  travaux  sont  faits  par  une  compagnie  etrangere. 
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celle-ci  sera  consideree  nationale  pour  tous  les  effets  du  contraL 
Les  propositions  devront  etre  presentees,  en  lettres  fermees,  jusqu'a 
3  heures  de  Papres-midi  du  28  fevrier  1898,  a  la  Legation  du  Bresil, 
a  Washington,  et  seront  ouvertes  au  jour  et  heure  indiques.  A  la 
Legation  du  Bresil,  a  Washington,  et  au  Consulat  General,  a  New 
York,  on  foumira  toutes  les  autres  informations  que  desireront  les 
personnes  qui  songent  a  concourir  a  Padjudication. 


COLOMBIE. 

LES  MANUFACTURES  AM^RICAINES. 

Le  Consul  Bidlake,  a   Barranquilla,  Colombie,  fait  dans  son 
rapport  annuel  au  Gouvernement  des  Etats-Unis  quelques  sugges- 
tions de  valeur  relatives  aux  manufactures  americaines  dans  cette 
Republique.     Un  des  principaux  sujets  de  plainte  des  marchands 
est  que   les   marchandises   americaines   ne  sont   pas  aussi  bien 
emballees  que  celles  venant  de  I'Europe;  et  aussi  que  la  necessite 
de  faire  le  commerce  par  I'intermediaire  d'une  maison  de  commis- 
sion, au  lieu  de  le    faire  directement  avec  les   manufacturiers, 
necessite  le  remballage  de  la  marchandise,  et  par  consequent  une 
augmentation  de  poids  du  paquet.     Un  droit  est  per9u  aux  ports 
colombiens  sur  le  poids  brut  du  paquet  ou  de  la  caisse,  selon  la 
classe;  done   il   ne  devrait  pas  avoir  plus  de   poids  qu'il  n'est 
al^solument  necessaire  pour  Temballage  ou  la  couverture. 

Les  outils  americains  de  toutes  sortes  sont  preferes  a  ceux  de 
I'Europe,  etant  mieiix  faits,  plus  legers  et  plus  commodes,  mais  ils 
sont  aussi  plus  chers.  Les  manufacturiers  allemands  font  une 
reproduction  exacte  du  coutelas  de  Collins,  qui  est  la  fabrique 
ravorite  a  ?Amerique  du  Sud,  et  ils  le  garantissent  comme  etant 
aussi  bon  que  Particle  americain,  et  s'engagent  a  le  remplacer 
s'll  se  casse. 

Les  meubles  sont  tous  importes,  les  Etats-Unis  foumissant  les 
classes  de  chaises  jaunes  ordinaires  de  canne  a  bon  marche. '  Les 
^Ppareils  pour  Peclairage  electrique  se  paient  plus  chers  que 
I'article  europeep,  notamment  les  lampes  incandescentes,  qui  se 
Pendent  a  18  cents  chacune,  tandis  que  les  lampes  ordinaires,  venant 
^^I'ltalie,  se  vendent  a  10.6  cents.  Le  fil  de  fer  americain  se  vend 
*  10 eta  15  pour  cent  en  plus  du  prix  du  fil  de  fer  allemand. 
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Les  chaussures  pour  femmes  et  enfants  sont  toutes  impottees  etant 
principalement  de  la  mode  fran9aise,  mais  celles  pour  hommes 
sont  fabriquees  dans  le  pays,  les  empeignes  seulement  etant 
importees. 


COSTA  RICA. 

Le  General  J.  S.  Casement,  qui  a  recemment  obtenu  du  gou- 
vemement  de  Costa  Rica  une  concession  pour  la  construction  du 
chemin  de  fer  du  Pacifique  qui,  traversant  la  Republique  reliera 
TAtlantique  au  Pacifique,  vient  de  retoumer  de  Costa  Rica,  et  il 
a  public  des  informations  tres  importantes  relatives  aux  conditions 
politiques  et  commerciales  qui  existent  dans  le  pays. 

Le  General  Casement  seconde  le  desir  du  President  Iglesias 
pour  cultiver  d'avantage  les  relations  existantes  entre  les  Etats- 
Unis  et  son  pays.  Actuellement  le  commerce  predominant  de 
Costa  Rica  se  fait  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  dont  les  deux-cinquiemes 
se  font  avec  la  Nouvelle-Orleans,  et  avec  des  efforts  bien  diriges, 
il  n'existe  aucune  raison  pour  que  les  quatre-cinquiemes  du  com- 
merce ne  se  fassent  pas  avec  les  Etats-Unis.  Les  habitants  de 
Costa  Rica  ont  besoin  de  machines,  et  Topportunite  est  offerte  aux 
manufacturiers  des  Etats-Unis  de  s'emparer  de  ce  commerce. 

Le  President  Iglesias  a  en  projet  des  ameliorations  etendues  a 
rinterieur,  des  chemins  de  fer  sont  en  voie  de  construction,  et  le 
dcveloppement  de  la  navigation  des  rivieres  qui  penetrent  a  I'in- 
terieur  re9oit  son  attention  serieuse.  Dans  ce  but  le  capital  etranger 
est  sollicite  pour  I'exploitation  des  vastes  ressources  naturelles  du 
pays.  Presque  tous  les  produits  tropicaux  peuvent  etre  cultives, 
les  ressources  minerales  sont  varices  et  le  climat  est  excellent 


HAITI. 

NOUVEAU  MINISTfeRE. 

Le  Ministere  d'Haiti,  qui  vient  d'etre  reorganise,  est  constitue 
comme  suit : 

Ministre  de  Tlnterieur,  M.  Auguste  Tancrede. 
Ministre  du  Commerce  et  des  Finances,  M.  Plaisance. 
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Ministre  des  Relations  Exterieures  et  des  Affaires  Ecclesias- 
tiques,  M.  Brutus  St.  Victor'. 

Ministre  de  la  Guerre  et  de  la  Marine,  M.  Guillaume  Velbrun. 

Ministre  des  Travaux  Publics  et  de  1' Agriculture,  M.  Cincin- 
natus  Leconte. 

Ministre  de  la  Justice  et  de  Tlnstruction  Publique»  M.  Antoine 
Carmeleau. 

Les  messieurs  qui  composent  le  Ministere  ont  deja  occupe  des 
des  positions  ofRcielles  importantes  et  leur  nomination  a  ete 
approuvee  unanimement  par  Topinion  publique. 

MODIFICATIONS  PROPOSfiES  DANS  LES  FINANCES. 

L'Honorable  William  F.  Powell,  ministre  des  Etats-Unis  a 

Haiti,  annonce  que  la  Chambre  des  Deputes  a  sous  consideration 

une  proposition  pour  consolider  les  differentes  dettes  de  la  Repu- 

Wique  en  une  seule  dette  nationale.     A  cet  efFet,  des  bons  seront 

^mis.     En  vue  de  ce  projet,  on  se  propose  d'obtenir  aux  Etats- 

L'nis,  un  emprunt  de  $6,000,000  au  taux  d'interet  de  6  pour  cent 

par  an  et  de  racheter  avec  cette  s6mme,  toutes  les  dettes  actuelles 

du  pays  dont  le  montant  s'eleve  a  $26,875,784  (monnaie  haiti- 

^riiie) ;  detruire  le  papier-monnaie  en  circulation  et  le  substituer 

par  une  monnaie  d'or,  prenant  comme  unite  monetaire  le  dollar 

des  Etats-Unis. 

L'emprunt  propose  sera  garahti  par  une  partie  des  droits  d'ex- 

Portation  sur  la  recolte  du  cafe,  qui  est  estimee  a   $2,000,000 

CTiviron  par  an;  en  plus  une  partie  des  droits  d'importation  y  sera 

^ppliquee,  quand  il  sera  necessaire.     L'argent  ainsi  obtenu  formera 

'^n  fonds  d'amortissement  au  service  de  la  dette  et  de  son  rachat. 

U  est  propose  en  plus,  dans  le  cas  ou  l'emprunt  s'efFectuerait,  de 

feire  remonnayer  aux  Etats-Unis,  toutes  les  pieces  fractionnaires 

d'argent  d'apres  I'unite  monetaire  de  ce  pays. 

Le  Ministre  Powell  croit  que  cet  arrangement  financier  pro- 
pose contribuera  au  resserrement  des  relations  avec  les  Etats- 
^^is,  et  par  consequent  a  la  diminution  de  I'influence  fran9aise  et 
^emande  qui  domine  actuellement  dans  llle. 
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MEXIQUE. 

LA  CULTURE  DU  CAOUTCHOUC. 

Le  Bureau  a  re9u  dernierement  de  nombreuses  demandes  rela- 
tives au  caoutchouc  du  Mexique.  En  reponse  a  ces  questions, 
rinformation  suivante,  recueillie  par  M.  George  D.  Coleman  dans 
ses  investigations  pour  le  journal  "  Les  Deux  Republiques,"  est 
publiee. 

Jusqu'ici  le  Bresil  a  ete  le  grand  pays  producteur  du  caoutchouc; 
ses  exportations  annuelles  ont  atteint  le  chifFre  de  $100,000,000. 
Cependant,  il  y  a  au  Mexique  et  dans  les  Etats  de  PAmerique 
Centrale  des  terres  egalement  convenables  a  sa  culture,  ayant  en 
plus  I'avantage  d'un  climat  excellent.  Autrefois  on  comptait 
seulement  sur  la  recolte  du  produit  des  arbres  a  Tetat  sauvage,  mais 
avec  I'augmentation  de  Pemploi  du  caoutchouc,  et  la  consequente 
hausse  du  prix,  le  capital  commence  a  s'interesser  dans  cette 
Industrie  et  on  s'engage  grandement  dans  sa  culture. 

Les  arbres  a  caoutchouc  ne  poussent  pas  au-dessus  d'une  eleva- 
tion de  .500  pieds  au-dessus  du  niveau  de  la  mer,  et  les  terres 
basses  et  humides,  mais  pas  marecageuses,  sont  les  meilleures.  II 
y  a  quelque  temps  on  pouvait  obtenir  des  terres  convenables  a 
cette  culture  au  prix  de  25  cents  I'acre,  en  achetant  une  grande 
etendue,  mais  avec  la  croissance  de  Pindustrie  les  terres  se  sont 
avancces  en  prix  et  se  vendent  de  $2  a  $5,  monnaie  mexicaine. 
On  doit  toutefois  se  souvenir  que  les  terres  pour  la  culture  du 
caoutchouc  peuvent  servir  a  la  production  d'autres  recoltes,  telles 
que  le  mais,  les  haricots,  etc.,  qui  peuvent  etre  vendues  avec  un 
benefice  sufRsant  pour  couvrir  les  depenses  preliminaires  de  la 
plantation  a  caoutchouc. 

La  plus  grande  depense  apres  I'achat  du  terrain,  est  pour  le 
defi-ichement  et  la  preparation  du  sol.  Si  les  facilites  de  transport 
sont  bonnes,  le  defi-ichement  pent  devenir  une  entreprise  lucrative, 
car  les  bois  de  teintures,  de  sandal,  de  satin,  d'ebene  et  de  noyer, 
s41s  sont  expedies,  commandent  des  prix  qui  plus  que  dedom- 
magent  les  fi-ais  encourrus.  On  doit  choisir  les  terres  s'etendant  le 
long  des  cours  d'eau,  ou  le  sol  est  riche,  profond  etglaiseux;  une 
preuve  certaine  de  bonnes  terres  a  caoutchouc,  se  trouve  dans  la 
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presence  d'arbres  sauvage.  Dans  le  defrichement,  ces  arbres 
loivent  etre  laisses  debout,  de  meme  que  les  jeunes  plantes,  pour 
tre  transplantes  et  places  aux  distances  voulues.  La  saison  con- 
enable  au  plantage  des  jeunes  arbres  est  pendant  la  saison  plu- 
ieuse;  ils  doivent  etre  disposes  en  rangees,  a  une  distance  de  15 
)ieds,  alternant  les  arbres  de  sorte  qu'ils  ne  se  trouvent  pas  en 
ace  I'un  de  I'autre  dans  les  rangees  subsequentes.  Cette  distribu- 
ion  permettrait  environ  193  arbres  a  Tacre,  qui  est  le  plus  grand 
lombre  admissible  de  bons  resultats.  Une  fois  plantes,  les  arbres 
le  demandent  aucune  attention  ou  culture  autre  qu'empecher 
ies  broussailles  de  s'elever,  et  en  vue  de  cet  objet  une  recolte  secon- 
daire  de  mais  ou  de  haricots  est  le  meilleur  moyen.  L'arbre  a 
caoutchouc  se  reproduit  des  graines  ou  noix  qui  tombent  de 
Varbre  aux  mois  de  mai  ou  juin.  Ces  noix  peuvent  etre  semees  en 
couches  ou  en  pepinieres,  et  ainsi  une  abondance  de  plantes  est 
produite,  ou  les  jeunes  plantes  sauvages  peuvent  etre  transportees 
des  forets. 

Apres  la  sixieme  ou  septieme  annee,  le  bosquet  commencera  a 
produire,  et  a  partir  de  la  septieme  annee  doit  rendre  trois  ou  cinq 
livres  par  arbre.  Comptant  sur  600  livres  pour  la  recolte  de  1 93 
arbres,  et  sur  50  cents  par  livre  comme  benefice  net,  nous  avons 
^n  profit  de  $300  en  or  par  acre.  De  plusieurs  varietes  d'arbres  a 
Caoutchouc  qui  fournissent  le  caoutchouc  au  commerce,  le  meilleur 
^t  le  plus  important  se  designe  sous  le  nom  de  "  Pastillo  a  elastica." 
Les  arbres  sauvages  abondent  dans  les  forets  des  Etats  de  Vera 
Cruz,  Oaxaca,  Chiapas,  Tobasco  et  Campeche. 

GINGEMBRE.   . 

Le  gingembre  est  compris  parmi  les  productions  tropicales  du 
Mexique.  On  considerait  que  cette  plante  etait  originaire  des 
pays  tropicaux  de  TAsie  et  de  PAfrique,  ou  elle  a  ete  cultivee 
^^puis  une  periode  tre$  reculee.  Cependant,  elle  est  trouvee  a 
I'^tat  sauvage  dans  les  Etats  de  Pueblo,  de  Guerrero  et  de  Chiapas 
au  Mexique,  ou  Ton  pense  qu'elle  a  ete  introduite  par  Fran9ois 

Mendoza  vers  le  milieu  du  i6eme  siecle. 

En  dehors  de  son  emploi  comme  comestible,  on  trouve  que  le 
P^gembre  a  une  valeur  inestimable  comme  medicament  pour  la 
Suerison  des  frissons,  des  fievres  et  des  autres  maux  qui  existent 
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dans  les  districts  ou  il  est  cultive.  Cette  plante  exige  pour  sa 
production  un  sol  riche  et  elle  ne  poussera  pas  dans  le  sable,  I'argile 
ou  dans  un  terrain  marecageux,  puisque  celui-ci  detruit  les  racines 
de  la  plante.  Elle  demande  aussi  une  abondance  de  pluie  et  la 
temperature  ne  doit  pas  etre  au-dessous  de  40°  F. 

Le  temps  le  plus  propice  pour  le  plantage  au  Mexique  ou  a 
TAmerique  Centrale  est  le  mois  de  mars  ou  d'avril,  les  boutures 
etant  plantees  a  une  distance  de  12  pouces  sur  18.  Les  procedes 
de  sa  culture  sont  a  peu  pres  pareils  a  ceux  de  la  culture  de  la 
pomme  de  terre.  La  plante  fleurit  en  septembre  ou  octobre,  et  au 
mois  de  Janvier  on  pent  faire  la  recolte  par  un  procede  des  plus 
simples,  qui  consiste  tout  simplement  a  arracher  les  tubercules  du 
sol;  le  procede  de  la  preparation  est  aussi  tres  simple  et  peu 
couteux. 

Par  un  rapport  ofRciel  sur  le  sujet,  on  apprend  que  sous  des 
conditions  fevorables  la  production  par  acre  doit  etre  de  4,000 
livres  ou  plus ;  le  cout  de  la  culture  est  de  1  cent  et  demi  a  deux 
cents  par  livre ;  le  fret  de  Pendroit  ou  le  gingembre  est  cultive,  a 
Vera  Cruz,  ne  depasse  pas  $1  par  100  livres,  y  compris  le  prix  des 
sacs.  Le  prix  a  New  York  varie  entre  12  et  20  cents  par  livre, 
ainsi  on  constate  qu'une  plantation  de  10  acres  rapportera  un 
benefice  net  de  $5,000  a  $7,000  par  an. 

LA  CULTURE  DU  TABAC. 

Les  connaisseurs  de  la  culture  et  de  la  manufacture  du  tabac  con- 
siderent  le  moment  present  tres  favorable  pour  mettre  sur  le  marche 
les  qualites  excellentes  du  tabac  mexicain  pour  enveloppes  exte- 
ricures  de  cigares,  en  concurrence  au  produit  de  Cuba,  qui,  de  tout 
temps  a  domine  le  marche.  En  consequence  du  desordre  agricole, 
provenant  de  I'insurrection  cubaine,  les  vastes  plantations  de  tabac 
dans  Hie  n'ont  rien  produit,  et  les  planteurs  ont,  en  grande  mesure, 
transporte  leurs  interets  au  midi  du  Mexique.  Ces  planteurs 
cubains  sont  tres  enthousiastes  sur  la  richesse  du  sol,  sur  Tabon- 
dance  de  Peau,  le  climat,  etc.  De  meme  que  beaucoup  de  voya- 
geurs,  lis  disent  que  les  bons  terrains  convenables  a  la  culture  du 
tabac  a  Cuba  sont  epuises,  que  les  prix  des  engrais  necessaires  a 
la  preparation  du  sol  pour  le  rendre  en  condition  parfaite  pour  le 
plantage,  sont  si  eleves  qu'il  serait  impossible,  meme  si  la  guerre 
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temiinait  maintenant,  de  regagner  des  acheteurs,  puisque  le  produit 
mexicain  devient  chaque  jour  mieux  connu  et  peut  se  vendre  avec 
grand  profit  au-dessus  du  cout  de  la  production  a  Cuba. 

Le  sol  de  I'Etat  d'Oaxaca  surtout  est  specialment  favorable  a  la 

culture  d'une  variete  de  cette  plante  qui,  a  cause  de  son  poids 

leger,  de  sa  fine  qualite  et  de  sa  couleur,  aussi  bien  que  de  son 

parfum,  est  inestimable  pour  febriquer  des  enveloppes  exterieures 

de  cigares  qui,  a  present,  sont  evaluees  a  des  prix  tres  eleves  dans 

Ics  marches  du  monde.     On  dit  avec  confiance  que  le  tabac  fin 

pour  enveloppe  exterieure  de  cigares,  qui  se  vend  a  $4  en  or  par 

livre,  peut  etre  cultive  dans  ces  regions  favorables,  surtout  dans 

les  terres   moyennes,   voisines  de   Ozumacin,  situe  entre   deux 

grands  cours  d'eau,  avec  un  sol  compose  de  80  a  85  pour  cent  de 

sable,  de  J  a  6  pour  cent  de  matiere  vegetale  decomposee,  et  le 

teste  d'argilc  blanche.     La  derniere  recolte  du  tabac  d'Ozumacin 

et  de  El  Valle  Nacional  a  ete  en  moyenne  de  3  a  4  arrobas  (100 

livres)  par  1,000  plantes,  et  s'est  vendu  a  80  cents /Ct  a  $1  par 

livre.     Les  depenses  des  pepinieres,  du  plantage,  de  la  recolte,  du 

nettoyage,  etc.,  y  compris  Pinteret  de  Targent,  est  au-dessous  de  1 5 

cents  par  livre,  ainsi  un  profit  tres  satisfaisant  est  realise.     Cette 

annce,  du  aux  conditions  plus  favorables  de  temperature,  la  qualite 

de  la  production  est  plus  fine,  et  comme  il  n'y  a  pas  eu  de  neces- 

site  de  replanter  les  recoltes,  le  cout  de  la  preparation  pour  la 

vente  est  estime  a  environ  1 2  cents  par  livre.      Quand  les  plantes 

etaient  tres  jeunes,    les  acheteurs  payaient  80  cents  par  livre,  mais 

les  planteurs  estiment  que  $1.20  est  un  prix  equitable  a  payer 

pour  le  tabac  sans  choix  qui  sera  pret  a  etre  livre  a  Texportation 

vers  la  fin  de  fevrier  ou  au  commencement  de  mars. 

Les  cigares  faits  de  ces  tabacs  fins  sont  connus  et  apprecies 
depuis  longtemps  a  I'etranger.  Neanmoins  le  prejuge  en  faveur 
de  la  feuille  cubaine,  comme  enveloppe  exterieure  de  cigares,  a  ete 
si  grand  que  le  tabac  en  feuilles,  pour  trouver  une  vente  facile,  a 
du  etre  mis  en  ballots  semblables  a  ceux  expedies  de  Cuba. 
L'habitude  de  I'envoi  en  ballots,  en  imitation  de  ceux  de  Cuba, 
est  heureusement  sur  le  declin,  et  on  espere  qu'avec  Paccroissement 
dc  la  renommee  et  de  la  bonne  reputation  du  tabac  Mexicain  en 
teuilles  pour  enveloppe  de  cigares,  la  recolte  prochaine  sera  expe- 
diee  tout  simplement  par  les  exportateurs,  comme  tabac  mexicain. 
Les  enveloppes  mexicaines  de  "  petate  "  ont  aussi  Tavantage  de  la 
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securite  sur  la  mode  havanaise-des  ballots  de  "  manta."  Les  facili- 
tes  du  transport  du  produit  de  ces  districts  sont  excellentes,  et  avec 
rachevement  du  chemin  de  fer  de  Playa  Vicente  et  d'Ozumacin, 
le  transit  rapide  a  Tiacotalpan,  un  port  sitae  sur  le  Golfe  du 
Mexique,  environ  25  milles  a  Pinterieur  du  pays,  ayant  25  pieds 
d'eau  pres  des  quais  meme,  sera  assure. 

Dans  TEtat  de  Chiapas  une  qualite  excellente  de  tabac  pour 
enveloppes  a  ete  produit  I'annee  passee,  au  meme  taux  propor- 
tionne  de  cout  et  de  profit  que  celui  ci-dessus  decrit  pour  Oaxaca. 

On  estime  la  recolte  du  tabac  dans  le  district  de  San  Andres 
Tuxtla  pour  cette  annee  a  300,000  arrobas.  Bien  que  ce  tabac  ne 
soit  pa3  d'une  qualite  aussi  fine  que  le  tabac  d'Ozumacin  et  de  la 
Valle  Nacional,  il  est  cependant  excellent. 

II  a  ete  constate  que  sur  une  plantation  de  75  acres,  ayant  une 
capacite  de  un  million  de  plantes  de  tabac,  le  profit  net  d'une  seule 
recolte  serait  de  $62,500  environ.  Deduisant  $12,500  pour  les 
depenses,  sur  la  base  de  $3  par  arroba,  ou  de  12  cents  par  livre,  il 
reste  encore  un  profit  de  $50,000  sur  la  recolte  du  tabac  seul, 
tandis  qu'il  y  a  des  produits  secondaires,  tels  que  le  mais,  les  hari- 
cos,  etc.,  qui  ajouteront  considerablement  au  profit  de  la  culture 
des  plantations  de  tabac. 

L'INDUSTRIE  DE  LA  TANNERIE:    OCCASION    POUR  FAIRE  DE 

BONS  PLACEMENTS. 

Parmi  les  nombreuses  occasions  tentantes  pour  le  placement  de 
capitaux  dans  de  tiouvelles  entreprises  au  Mexique,  est  celle 
qu'offre  Petablissement  d'une  tannerie  pres  de  la  ville  de  Mexico, 
en  conjonction  d'une  fabrique  pour  convertir  les  peaux  tannees  en 
cuirs  pour  courroies,  et  chaussures  diverses. 

Les  forets  des  plateaux  eleves  du  Mexique  abondent  en  ecorces 
de  chene  et  autres  ecorces  propres  a  la  tannerie.  La  culture  du 
canaigre,  une  plante  contenant  un  tant  pour  cent  d'acide  tannique 
s'adaptant  particulierement  a  la  tannerie  de  cuir  de  qualite  supe- 
rieure,  est  beaucoup  recherchee  depuis  quelques  annees,  et  des 
quantites  considerables  de  cette  matiere  s'exporte  aux  Etats-Unis 
et  en  Europe.  Un  arbre  (Cascalote^  Rhus  Canaria)  qui  croit 
abondamment  dans  une  certaine  region  des  Etats  de  TOuest, 
depuis  Oaxaca  a   Sonora,  fournit  une  ecorce  qu'on  exporte   en 
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quantites  considerables,  pour  etre  employee  dans  les  tanneries. 
En  1895,  la  production  de  cet  article  s'eleva  a  2,176,810  kilo- 
grammes, d^une  valeur  de  $243,070.  En  dehors  de  ces  ecorces, 
dans  la  meme  annee,  la  production  d'autres  ecorces  utiles  a  la 
tannerie  a  atteint  le  chiffre  de  15,000,000  kilos,  d'une  valeur  de 
$457,167. 

1/elevage  du  betail  est  la  principale  industrie  rurale  du  Me- 

xique;  de  grands  troupeaux  sur  pied  sont  exportes  annuellement 

aux  Etats-Unis  en  plus  de  ceux  necessaires  a  la  consommation 

domestique.     Rien  que  dans  les  abattoirs  de  la  Cite  de  Mexico, 

I'abatage  des  boeufs  en  1895*  est  officiellement  rapporte  d'avoir  ete 

de  85,870  tetes.     Ces  peaux  sont  toutes  expedites  a  Petranger  et 

renvoyees  au  Mexique  sous  forme  de  peaux  tannees  ou  d'articles 

fabriques.     Vu  la  grande  demande  du  cuir  manufacture  dans  ses 

diverses  formes  au  marche  domestique  et  avec  tout  le  materiel  sous 

main  necessaire  a  cette  manufacture,  il  n'y  a  pas  de  raison  pourquoi 

la  tannerie  des  peaux  et  leur  conversion  en  articles  vendables  ne 

soit  pas  conduite  sur  une  grande  echelle  et  a  grand  profit. 


PfiROU. 

LE  DISTRICT  AURIFfeRE  DE  CARABAYA. 

Un  rapport  relatif  au  district  aurifere  de  Carabaya  au  Perou, 
vient  d'etre  envoye  au  Departement  d'Etat,  sous  date  du  8  novem- 
^Te  1897,  par  le  Ministre  Dudley,  qui  le  mentionne  comme  etant 
la  description  la  plus  authentique  et  la  plus  correcte  faite  sur  cette 
^^gion.  Les  details  du  rapport  ont.  ete  fournis  par  E.  J.  Frew, 
^^genieur-civil,  qui  examina  en  personne  les  mines  d'or  de 
Carabaya. 

M.  Frew  croit  que  le  pays  n'a,  pour  ainsi  dire,  pas  ete  exploite, 
^^s  veines  et  des  agglomerations  d'une  grande  richesse  se  trou- 
^ant  partout.  Le  pays,  qui  est  couvert  d'une  epaisse  foret  ne  se 
P'^te  pas  facilement  a  Texploitation.  Generalement  les  mines 
^nt  revelees  par  les  agglomerations  emportees  par  les  rivieres  et 
*^s  cours  d'eau;  en  les  remontant  on  decouvre  Texistence  de  la 
^ine  originale.  La  mine  la  plus  importante  actuellement  en  ex- 
ploitation est  celle  de  Santo  Domingo,  qui  fut  recemment  achetee 
Bull.  No.  7 ^11 
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par  une  compagnie  americaine  pour  la  somme  de  ;^57,ooo,  argent 
comptant.  Cette  compagnie  a  en  route,  une  machine  pour  broyer 
et  melanger  le  minerai  d'une  force  de  vingt  marteaux.  Le  filon 
d'or  de  la  mine  de  Santo  Domingo  varie  en  largeur  de  1  pied  6 
pouces  a  8  pieds,  et  renferme  de  Tor  dans  toutes  ses  parties,  variant 
la  proportion  de  8  a  806  onces  par  tonne,  et  en  quelques  lieux  des 
filons  d'or  presque  pur  ont  ete  trouves.  Les  mineurs  employes 
sont  principalement  des  Indiens  qu'on  paie  40  cents  par  jour, 
monnaie  bolivienne. 

Les  autres  riches  riiines  de  ce  district  sont  celles  de  San  Juan, 
de  Raquel  et  de  Maria,  dont  les  rendements  pour  les  18  mois 
passes,  en  plus  de  celui  de  la  mine  Santo  Domingo,  se  sont  elevcs 
a  2,500  livres  de  metal  precieux. 

Les  acquereurs  de  mines  sont  accordes  trois  mois  apres  la 
requete  est  faite,  afin  de  s'assurer  du  titre ;  un  delai  additionel  de 
quatre-vingt-dix  jours  est  generalement  permis,  a  Texpiration  du- 
quel,  si  on  ne  prend  pas  possession  de  la  propriete,  on  la  considere 
libre  pour  etre  requise  par  d'autres  parties.  A  partir  de  la  con- 
cession du  titre,  le  Gouvemement  peruvien  re9oit  annuellement  15 
soles  par  pertencia. 

Le  grand  empechement  a  Texploitation  heureuse  de  cette  region 
se  trouve  dans  le  manque  de  moyens  de  communications.  Les  ^ 
marchandises  sont  transportees  a  dos  d' Indiens  et  les  voyageur^s 
font  les  trajets  pour  la  plupart  a  dos  de  mulcts.  En  traversant  les^ 
rivieres  trop  profondes  pour  passer  a  gu^  et  ou  il  n'existe  pas  d — . 
radeau,  un  cable  en  fer  est  jete  a  Tautre  cote,  et  le  voyageu  ^^ 
suspendu  dans  un  leger  wagon  ou  panier,  est  transporte  pari^x 
systeme  de  poulies,  a  Tautre  cote  de  la  riviere.  Le  cout  du  trarm.^ 
port  des  machines  est  excessif,  etant  de  £^0  par  tonne  de  la  gai*^ 
la  plus  proche  de  Tembranchement  de  Juliaca-Sicuani. 

CONSTRUCTION  DE  CHEMINS  DE  FER. 

Dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  pour  le  mois  de  decembre  1895^ 
les  points  principaux  de  la  concession  accordee  a  M.  Cuthbert  B^ 
Jones  et  a  ses  associes,  sujets  des  Etats-Unis,  ont  ete  donnes.  En 
vue  de  Pexecution  de  leur  contrat,  ces  messieurs  viennent  d'or- 
ganiser  aux  Etats-Unis,  une  compagnie  sous  le  nom  de  Paafic  Com- 
pany^  et  des  ingenieurs  sont  actuellement  sur  le  terrain,  engages  dans 
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les  travaux  de  construction  des  chemins  de  fer,  designes  dans  leur 
concession.  La  ligne  principale  aura  son  point  de  depart  au  Port 
de  Cherrepe,  de  la  elle  s'etendra  a  Pest  dans  la  province  de  Hual- 
gayoc,  soit  un  parcours  d'environ  230  kilometres;  ce  chemin  de 
fcrouvrira  a  Sexploitation  une  region  de  vastes  richesses  en  mines 
de  houille,  argent,  et  petrole,  et  un  district  agricole  riche  en  possi- 
bilites  de  culture  du  Sucre,  du  mais,  du  riz,  des  cereales,  du  cafe, 
du  cocoa  et  du  tabac.  On  dit  que  quand  la  ligne  allant  aux 
mines  de  houille  de  Hualgayoc  sera  terminee,  la  houille,  une 
anthracite  bitumeuse  qui  egale  celle  de  la  Pensylvanie,  se  vendra, 
livree  au  port  de  Cherrepe,  a  $2  la  tonne,  en  concurrence  avec  les 
charbons  anglais  ou  autres,  dont  le  prix  actuel  varie  de  sept  a  vingt 
dollars  la  tonne.  A  cause  de  cette  grande  difference  de  prix,  on 
croit  que  ces  mines  pourront  tournir  les  marches  de  la  cote  du 
Pacifique,  depuis  le  Chili  jusqu'a  San  Francisco,  penetrant  meme 
dans  les  marches  du  Japon  et  de  la  Chine. 

Le  Ministere  du  Perou,  tel  qu'il  a  etc  recemment  organise,  se 
compose  comme  suit : 

Prentier  et  Ministre  de  I'lnterieur,  Senor  Romana. 
Ministre  des  Affaires* Etrangeres,  Senor  Riva-Aguero. 
Ministre  des  Finances,  Senor  Rey. 
Ministre  des  Travaux  Publics,  Senor  Flores. 
Ministre  de  la  Justice,  Senor  Lavalle  y  Pardo. 
Ministre  de  la  Guerre  et  de  la  Marine,  Senor  Rosa  Gil. 


ETATS-UNIS. 

EXTRAITS  DU  MESSAGE  PRfiSIDENTIEL. 

Dans  son  message  transmis  lundi,  le  6  decembre,  au  Congres,  a 
I'ouverture  de  cette  assemblee,  le  President  McKinley  fait  refe- 
rence au  sujet  de  la  reciprocite  commerciale  avec  les  pays  etrangers, 
dans  les  termes  suivants: 

Afin  dc  mettrc  cr.  ex6cution  Ic  plus  tot  possible  les  provisions  des  sections 
trois  ct  quatre  de  I'actc  pour  cr6er  des  revcnus,  approuv6  le  24  juillet  1897,  j*ai 

nomm£  I'Honorable  John  A.  Kasson,  de  TEtat  d'lowa,  commissaire  pl6nipoten- 
twirc  special,    pour    en  tamer,  avec    les    pays    qui    d6sireront    profiler    de    ces 
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provisions,  les  n^gociations  n6cessaires.  Les  n6gociations  se  poursuivcnt  actuellc- 
mcnt  avec  plusicurs  gouvernemcnts  europ^ens  ct  am6ricains.  II  est  permis  dc 
croire  qu'avcc  I'emploi  judicieux  des  pouvoirs  accord6s  par  cct  actc,  les  griefs  dc 
notre  pays  et  des  autres  pays,  en  ce  qui  concerne  nos  relations  commcrcialcs 
r6ciproques,  pourront  etre  sinon  61oign6s,  du  moins  largement  all6g6s,  et  quelc 
volume  de  nos  ^changes  commerciaux  pourra  &tre  augment6  a  I'avantage  des 
parties  contractantes. 

Reference  est  faite  a  I'importance  et  a  I'utilite  pour  le  commerce 
du  continent  americain,  de  rachevement  du  Canal  de  Nicaragua. 
A  propos  de  ce  sujet,  le  President  dit : 

Un  sujet  d'une  grande  importance  pour  notre  pays  et  qui  6veille  de  plus  en 
plus  rint6ret  du  peuple,  est  I'ach^vement  de  cette  grande  route  maritime  de 
commerce  entre  I'Atlantique  et  le  Pacifique,  connue  sous  le  nom  de  Canal  dc 
Nicaragua.     Son  utilit6  et  sa  valeur  pour  le  commerce  am6ricain  sont  univer- 
sellement  admises.     La  commission  nomm6e  le   24  juillet  dernier,  "pour  pour- 
suivre  les  arpentages  et  examens  autoris6s  par  I'acte  de  Congr^s,  approuv6  le  z, 
mars  1895,"  pour  determiner  "la  route  exacte,  la  praticabilit6  et  le  coOt  de  1^ 
construction  du  Canal  de  Nicaragua,  en  vue  de  faire  les  plans  complets  pour  l^= 
travail  entier  de  la  construction  de  ce  canal,'*  est  actuellement  engag6e  dans  le^^ 
travaux.     Je  profiterai  a  Pavenir  de    Toccasion  de  transmettre  au  Congr^s  I  ^^ 
rapport  de  cette    commission,  y  ajoutant  en  mdme  temps  les    suggestions  qi^*- 
sembleront  m6riter  consideration, 

L'IMPORTATION  DES  CUIRS  AUX  ETATS-UNIS. 

Pour  alimenter  leurs  tanneries  de  matieres  premieres,  les  Etatn^ 
Unis  sont  obliges,  outre  les  immenses  stocks  fournis  par  L  ^ 
abattoirs  de  Chicago  et  des  autres  grandes  villes,  d'avoir  recour^  - 
rimportation.  La  valeur  des  peaux  brutes  importees  annuel  le 
ment  atteint  une  somme  d'environ  vingt  millions  de  dollars;  T.ei 
peaux  arrivent  soit  completement  seches,  soit  vertes  et  salees. 

Dans  cette  quantite,  les  differentes  especes  sont  tres  inegalement 
reparties,  les  peaux  de  chevre  forment  a  peu  pres  la  moitie    cJe 
^importation,  soit  annuellement  une  dizaine  de  millions  de  dollars, 
PEspagne  est  dans  cet  article  le  principal  importateur,  apres  viennetit 
les  peaux  de  boeuf  et  de  vache  provenant  principalement  de  1^ 
Republique  Argentine  et  de  T Uruguay. 

L'importation  des  cuirs  travailles,  qui  etait  autrefois  tres  con3f 
derable,  a  diminue  dans  la  derniere  decade  dans  des  proportio: 
tres  importantes.  Le  maroquin  tient  aujourd'hvii  la  tete  avec  ui 
entree  annuelle  de  trois  millions  et  demi  de  dollars;  lecuirc>^ 
veau  vient  ensuite,  pour  une  valeur  de  six  cent  cinquante  mil  J^ 
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dollars  environ;  la  France  est  dans  cette  ligne  de  beaucoup  le  plus 
gros  fournisseur;  enfin  viennent  le  cuir  a  semelles  pour  cent  soi- 
xante  mille  dollars,  le  cuir  de  tiges  pour  vingt  mille  dollars,  et  les 
autres  produits  en  quantites  insignifiantes. 

Les  Etats-Unis  n'exportent  point  ou  peu  de  cuirs  a  Tetat  brut; 

Us  en  envoient  une  certaine  quantite  transformee  en  divers  produits, 

chaussures  plus  specialement. 


VENEZUELA. 

LE  COMMERCE  SUR  LA  FRONTlfcRE  AVEC  LA  COLOMBIE. 

Le  Congres  des  Etats-Unis  du  Venezuela,  pendant  sa  derniere 
session,  a  approuve  un  code  de  lois  regissant  le  commerce  en 
transit  entre  ce  pays  et  la  Colombie.  Ces  lois  reglent  le  transit 
^^^  marchandises  etrangeres  a  destination  de  la  Republique  de  la 
Colombie  par  le  port  de  Maracaibo  et  de  Cuccuta;  et  recipro- 
9"cment,  celui  des  marchandises  de  la  Colombie  a  destination  au 
^^^ezuela,  pour  etre  exportees  par  voie  de  Maracaibo. 
^'article  2  du  code  dit: 

^cntirec  des  marchandises  6trang6res  par  )e  port  de   Maracaibo,  en  transit 

pour  1^  Colombie,  sera  soumisc  a  toutes  les  formalit^s,  conditions,  et  p6nalit6s 

^"'i^s   par  les  lois  douani^res  pour  les  marchandises  6trang6res  import6es  au 

^^^  marchandises  seront  expediees  avec  des  factures  consulaires 
separ^es,  indiquant  que  les  articles  sont  pour  un  ou  plusieurs 
point:^  de  la  Colombie.  II  sera  permis  aux  marchandises  ainsi 
^^^^^^ees,  a  rester  en  depot  a  la  douane  de  Maracaibo  pendant 
trent^  jours.  Avant  d'etre  retirees  pour  etre  envoyees  dans  Tin-  , 
^cnevar,  le  proprietaire  'sera  requis  de  remettre  au  prepose  de  la 
^ou^ne  un  certificat  pro  forma  pour  lequel  des  formes  en  blanc 
serori^  foumies. 

^xitre  les  droits  d'importation  reguliers,  les  importateurs  auront 
^  P^yer  un  pour  cent  de  la  valeur  de  la  facture  pour  frais  d'en- 
"^gasinage. 

Le  meme  decret  legislatif  autorise  I'admission  des  produits 
^^urels  et  des  manufactures  de  la  Colombie  dans  le  Venezuela, 
P^f  la  douane  de  San  Antonio  del  Tachira. 
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L'article  32  dit: 

Les  fruits  et  les  produits  naturels  de  la  Colombie  seront  admis  en  franchise 
de  droits  par  les  douanes  dc  Maracaibo  ct  de  Tachira,  aussi  longtemps  que  ccux 
du  Venezuela  jouiront  du  memc  privilege  dans  la  Colombie. 

Conformement  a  Tarticle  33,  les  marchandises  du  pays  fabriquees 
dans  la  Colombie  sont  soumises  a  payer  les  droits  etablis  dans  le 
tarif  du  Venezuela,  selon  leurs  classes  respectives.  Ces  lois  ont 
ete  mises  en  vigueur  le  i^'^octobre  de  Pannee  actuelle,  et  abrogent 
tous  les  reglements  anterieurs  relatives  au  commerce  de  transit 
entre  les  deux  pays. 


COMMERCE    DES   MACHINES    ET    DES   OUTILS 
DANS  L'AMERIQUE  ESPAGNOLE. 

La  Revue  du  Commerce  du  4  decembre  1897,  P^^li^.  ^^  *irti- 
cle  de  beaucoup  de  valeur  et  tres  a  propos  relatif  aux  machines  et 
outils  agricoles  qui  conviennent  a  I'importation  dans  TAmerique 
Latine  et  les  autres  pays  tropicaux.  La  demande  de  ces  manu- 
factures augmente  de  jour  en  jour;  le  principal  empechement  a 
un  developpement  plus  rapide  de  ce  commerce  est  du  a  Pigno- 
rance  des  manufacturiers  et  des  expediteurs  des  usages  industriels 
et  des  conditions  qui  existent  dans  ces  contrees. 

En  considerant  cette  question,  on  ne  doit  pas  oublier  que  les 
machines,  une  fois  re9ues  par  les  importateurs,  doivent  ctre  montees, 
une  operation  qui  est  souvent  impossible  sans  I'aide  d'ingenieurs  et 
d'ouvriers  experimentes.  Dans  les  colonies  anglaises  plus  avan- 
cees  et  dans  les  ports  de  mer,  on  peut  rencontrer  les  capacites 
necessaires,  mais  a  I'intcrieur,  meme  dans  les  grandes  villes,  telles 
que  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Buenos  Aires,  et  Valparaiso,  on  n'est  pas  sur 
d'y  trouver  de  grands  ateliers  et  un  personnel  susceptibles  de  four- 
nir  un  concours  utile,  et  dans  Tarriere-pays  il  n'en  est  plus  question. 
Le  fabricant  qui  y  livre  des  machines  ne  saurait  compter  que  sur 
ringeniosite  de  ses  employes. 

Dans  les  pays  chauds,  la  civilisation  est  principalement  con- 
centree  dans  les  villes  de  la  cote  et  dans  les  ports  de  mer.  A  i'in- 
terieur,  la    population    a    developpe    une    mediocre    civilisation 
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indigene,  presque  entierement  libre  des  influences  etrangeres.  La 
s'est  formce  une  population  adaptee,  pour  ainsi  dire,  aux  condi- 
tions du  pays,  et  qui  peut  se  composer  de  descendants  d'Euro- 
pcens,  de  Creoles,  ou  de  metis.  C'est  le  cas,  par  exemple,  de  la 
Colombie,  de  TEquateur,  du  Venezuela,  du  Perou,  de  la  Bolivie, 
du  Mexique  et  de  diverses  contrees  de  TAfrique  du  Sud.  On  y 
trouve  de  vastes  espaces  que  n'ouvrent  ni  la  navigation  fluviale,  ni 
les  chemins  de  fer,  et  ou  les  transports  se  font  encore  au  moyen  de 
betes  de  somme  ou  de  vehicules  primitifs.  Souvent  aussi,  il  feut 
utiliser  des  civieres  ou  des  porteurs.  II  est  clair  que  dans  de  telles 
conditions,  le  transport  et  le  montage  des  machines  presentent  de 
grandes  difficultes. 

Toutes  les  machines  destinees  a  Tinterieur  des  pays  susmen- 

tionnes  doivent  etre,  en  principe,  construites  en  vue  du  chaufFage 

au  bois.     II  est  rare,  en  efFet,  de  trouver  du  charbon  loin  des  cotes. 

Tres  exceptionnellement  aussi  les  moteurs  a  gaz  peuvent  etre 

employes,  tandis  que  ceux  a  petrole  seront  au  contraire  indiques, 

car  le  petrole  est  devenu  un  article  de  commerce  universel,  qu'on 

peut  obtenir  partout  pour  le  chaufFage  des  machines.     L'cclairage 

electrique  et  la  production  de  force  electrique  ofFrent  certainement 

de  Tavenir,  car  les  sources  d'energie  hydraulique  se  trouvent  en 

abondance  dans  ces  contrees  et  rendent  possible  Tinstallation  de 

petites  machines    electriques    et    de  telephones.     Des    appareils 

electriques  plus  importants  peuvent  meme  etre  transportes  avec 

avantage,  parce  qu'ils  sont  d'un  volume  moindre  que  les  machines 

a  vapeur  et  sont  par  suite   susceptibles  de  circuler  a  I'aide  de 

plusieurs  mulcts  qui,  marchant  a  la  file  et  lies  entre  eux  par  de 

longues  perches,  sont  en  mesure  de  transporter  des  fardeaux  assez 

lourds,  mais  d'un  petit  volume,  meme  dans  la  montagne,  si  les 

courbes  ne  sont  pas  trop  accentuees. 

Du  reste,  les  pieces  detachees  a  transporter  a  dos  de  mulcts  ne 
doivent  pas  peser  plus  d'un  quintal  et  demi  a  deux  quintaux  (au 
maximum),  et  il  faut  repartir  exactement  le  poids  des  deux  cotes 
de  la  bete. 

C'est  seulement  avec  les  progres  de  la  civilization  que  ces  con- 
ditions de  transports  se  modifieront  et  s'amelioreront;  apres  les 
scntiers,  viendront  les  chemins  et  les  routes,  et  des  territoires  diffi- 
cilement  accessibles  s'ouvriront  plus  largement  a  des  objets  plus 
lourds. 
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Or,  ces  contrees  sont  precisement  celles  dont  la  conforma- 
tion physique  nous  oblige  a  bien  nous^ souvenir  de  ce  qui  vient 
d'etre  dit. 

Elles  sont  riches  en  produits  naturels  de  toutes  sortes,  si  riches 
que  nombre  d*entre  elles,  la  Republique  Argentine,  par  exemple, 
preparent  une  concurrence  non  negligeable  a  notre  agriculture. 
Plus  la  production  agricole  se  dcveloppera  dans  ces  contrees,  et 
plus  il  sera  difficile  d'y  faire  des  envois;  on  cherchera  dans  ces 
territoires  a  transformer  sur  place  les  produits  du  sol,  afin  d'econo- 
miser  les  frais  de  transport.  On  y  employera  les  appareils  a  dis- 
tiller pour  le  ma'is,  les  cereales,  les  pommes  de  terre,  etc.;  les 
presses  pour  les  fruits  oleagineux. 

Les  appareils  centrifuges  pour  Thuile  et  le  beurre,  les  pompes  a 
main  ou  a  manege,  parfois  les  appareils  a  petrole  et  a  gaz,  les 
petites  machines  a  glace  pour  la  conservation  des  produits  facile- 
ment  putrescibles,  les  machines  a  travailler  le  fer-blanc  pour  la  fa- 
brication des  boites  de  conserves,  les  petites  presses  pour  le  ciment 
et  maticres  analogues  pour  Petablissement  de  carrelages,  les  che- 
mins  de  fer  portatifs,  joueront  un  role  important  dans  I'exploitation 
des  territoires  dont  il  s'agit.  La  temperature  tres  elevee  favorisera 
aussi  rimportation  des  appareils  a  produire  Teau  gazeuse.  On 
trouvera  encore  Poccasion  de  placer  dans  les  villes  importantes  de 
petits  cylindres  pour  la  fabrication  du  chocolat. 

Les  cours  d*eau  nombreux  dans  ces  pays  permettront  Pinstalla- 
tion  de  petits  moulins  destines  a  la  mouture  des  produits  locaux, 
et  favoriseront  Tetablissement  de  petites  scieries  mecaniques.  La 
satisfaction  de  ces  besoins  sera  relativement  lente,  et  les  indigenes 
hesiteront  souvent,  a  tres  juste  titre,  a  introduire  des  articles 
nouveaux. 

lis  ne  savent  pas  les  reparer  sans  conseils  et  ils  ont  fait  a  cet 
egard  des  experiences  delicates  et  couteuses. 

L'importation  des  outils  se  presente  d'ailleurs  sous  un  jour  beau- 
coup  plus  favorable  que  celle  des  machines  et  appareils  mecaniques. 
Bien  que  les  habitants  de  nombreux  pays  d'outre-mer  aient  montre 
un  certain  conservatisme  a  Tegard  des  outils  modemes  et  perfec- 
tionnes  de  TAmerique  du  Nord  et  de  P Europe,  ce  conservatisme 
a  bientot  disparu  devant  la  valeur  si  pratique  de  ces  outils.  L'in- 
fiuence  des  difficultcs  resultant  des  moyens  de  transport  s'exerce 
infiniment  moins  sur  importation  des  outils  que  sur  celle  des 
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machines.  Aussitot  que  I'indigene  a  reconnu  la  valeur  des  outils 
ameliores,  il  ne  trouve  aucun  prix  trop  eleve  et  il  paie  ce  qu'il  faut 
pource  qu'il  a  trouve  bon  une  fois.  Un  certain  modele  de  cou- 
teaux  allemands  aete  foumi  par  millions  de  pieces  dans  PAmerique 
centrale  et  TAmerique  du  Sud;  d'autres  couteaux,  ainsi  que  des 
haches,  des  marteaux,  etc.,  y  ont  ete  expedies  pour  le  travail  a 
h  main,  Texploitation  des  forets  et  des  mines,  la  culture  des  champs. 
Certains  couteaux  conviennent  a  un  pays  et  seraient  sans  emploi 
dans  un  autre.  Celui  qui  a  ete  utilise  parfaitement  a  Pernambuco 
etdans  Tarriere-pays  de  Bahia,  ne  vaut  rien  pour  la  Havane.  La, 
les  Espagnols  recherchent  un  long  et  large  couteau,  ressemblant 
a  un  sabre,  qui  leur  sert  d'arme  et,de  couteau  d*abattage  dans  les 
plantations  de  Cannes  a  Sucre. 

On  comprend  aisement  que  la  forme  des  couteaux  doit  resulter 

du  caractere  de  la  foret,  des  champs,  des  cultures  principales  oii  ils 

seront  utilises,  et  que  d'autres  ameliorations  scientifiques  ne  servi- 

raicnt  de  rien.     Les  gens  ne  changent  pas  volontiers  Pinstrument 

qu'ils  ont  toujours  connu,  et  ils  ont  raison  de  vouloir  eprouver  tout 

dabord  la  superiorite  d'une  nouveaute  qu'on  leur  propose.     Tel 

est  le  cas  pour  les  outils  qui  servent  a  remuer  la  terre,  a  Regard 

des  charrues  que  les  Europeens  s'efForcent  d'introduire  a  grands 

trais.     II  est  bien  certain  qu'on  obtiendrait  de  meilleures  rccoltes 

par  remploi  de  la  charrue  qu'en  usant  de  la  houe  a  la  main.     Mais 

qu'importe  a  I'indigene ?     II  n'a  pas  de  capital  a  debourser  pour 

Tachat  d'une  charrue  et,  d'autre  part,  le  produit  de  la  culture  a  la 

houe  suffit  pleinement  aux  simples  be  soins  de  sa  famille.     II 

arrive  a  vivre  et  c'est  tout  ce  qu'il  demande.     On  ne  peut  encore 

pcnser,  a  cause  des  grandes  distances  a  parcourir,  du  mauvais  ctat 

des  chemins  et  des  frais  de  transport  eleves,  a  expedier  un  exce- 

dent  de  recolte.      Pourquoi  appliquer  la  culture  intensive  qui  serait 

sans  profit?     Tout  cela  changera  avec  le  developpement  de  la 

civilisation  et  notamment  avec  I'accroissement  de  la  population 

des  pays  en  question. 

Les  pionniers  europeens  du  commerce  et  de  Tindustrie  ne  tarde- 
ront  pas  a  eveiller  les  besoins  des  habitants  de  ces  pays;  s'il  n'en 
etait  pas  ainsi,  et  si  ces  derniers  n'entraient  pas  dans  une  civilisation 
plus  avancee,  leurs  demandes  de  produits  etrangers  n'augmente- 
raient  pas.  Creer  des  besoins,  c'est  la  tache  des  premiers  pionniers 
du  commerce,  dans  ces  pays  plus  que  partout  ailleurs.     Mais  on 
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ne  peut  y  arriver  que  par  degres,  et  c'est  dans  les  pays  ou  de  nou- 
velles  voies  seront  ouvertes  au  trafic,  que  naitront  bientot  de  nou- 
veaux  besoins,  et  que  la  population  pourra  s'adonner  a  une  culture 
plus  intensive. 

Par  contre,  la  ou  n'existe  pas  de  circulation,  les  gens  se  contente- 
ront  longtemps  encore  de  perles  de  couleur,  comme  de  tissus  bario- 
les,  et  auront  aussi  peu  de  gout  que  d'argent  pour  les  produits  du 
luxe  et  de  la  civilisation.  Creer  des  moyens  de  transport  et  ouvrir 
le  chemin  au  trafic  est  I'objectif  principal  de  la  politique  economioue 
des  Europeens  dans  les  pays  d'outre-mer. 

Ce  que  nous  avons  dit  des  machines  et  des  outils  s'applique 
aussi  a  beaucoup  d'autres  objets.  Les  petits  etablis  a  raboter  ou 
a  toumer,  d'une  construction  legere  et  aussi  simple  que  possible, 
les  machines  a  forer,  les  forges  de  campagne,  les  tuyaux  cylin- 
driques  pour  conduites  d'eau,  les  toles  etamees  ou  non  et  les  toles 
ondulees,  qui  s'emploient  dans  la  construction  des  habitations  et 
des  magasins,  les  presses  pour  fruits  et  fleurs  destinees  a  la  produc- 
tion d'extraits  et  d'essences,  les  machines  a  nettoyer  et  a  decorti- 
quer  le  cafe,  les  broyeuses  de  tous  genres,  pour  pierres,  sable,  chaux, 
ciment,  les  petits  appareils  a  cylindrer,  etc.,  sont  a  signaler  comme 
interessant  les  pays  dont  il  s'agit. 

Tous  ces  pays  font  usage  de  poudre,  de  dynamite,  de  cartouches, 
pour  Tamelioration  des  chemins,  la  taille  des  roches,  Texploitation 
des  carrieres,  etc. ;  de  fil  de  fer  et  d'appareils  peu  compliques  d'ex- 
traction,  ainsi  que  de  cables  pour  les  mines,  enfin  de  materiel 
leger  pour  la  construction  des  ponts,  d'instruments  pour  la  ferrure, 
de  clous  et  de  vis  a  bois,  etc.,  etc. 


MISCELLANEES  COMMERCIALES. 

RfiPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

Une  maison  importante  de  la  R6publique  Argentine 
Tdlei  en  Fer  Amtfricalnes.  1  •      /  1 

affirme  qu'on  montre  beaucoup  d'interet  dans  le  commerce 

des  toles  en  fer  dans  cette  R6pubUque,  a  cause  de  Taugmentation  de  leur  emploi 

dans  la  construction.      Les  manufacturiers  des  Etats-Unis  commencent  a  r6aliser 

que  le  march6  sud-am6ricain  est  trfes  important  et  font  des  efforts  pour  placer 

leur  produit  en  concurrence  avec  le  produit  anglais      Jusqu'ici  le  grand  empeche- 

mcnt  a  leur  succ^s  a  6t6  du  a  la  difference  existante  dans  le  cout  du  fret,  Ics  frais 

anglais  cotes  6tant  d'environ  10  pour  cent  moins  61ev6s  que  le  taux  am^ricain  Ic 

plus  bas.      Des  mesures  seront  prises  pour  Eloigner  cet  obstacle,  et  on  croit  que 
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livraison  plus  prompte  des  produits  provenant  de  ce  c6t6  de  TAtlantique  sera 
antageuse  dans  la  concurrence  commerciale  qui  commence  a  se  faire  sentir. 

II  est  affirm^  positivement  que  des  quantit^s  consid^ra- 

EzpMitions  de  Papier.       ,,        ,  .  /,./  , 

Dies  de  papier  sont  expediees  sans  cesse  des  Etats-Unis  a 
ondres  pour  dtrc  ensuite  r6exep6di^es  au  Br6sil.  Des  commandes  s'61evant  a 
ss  milliers  de  dollars  sont  revues  par  les  maisons  d 'exportation  pour  le  papier 
our  journaux,  pour  toitures  et  a  6crire.  Ceci  est  dO  a  ce  que  les  Am^ricains 
c  I'Am^rique  du  Sud  et  du  Centre  ignorent  les  m^rites  du  produit  des  Etats- 
Jnis,  et  que  les  maisons  anglaises  en  concurrence  avec  les  manufacturiers  alle- 
nands  controlent  v6ritablement  un  march^  auquel  les  Am^ricains  ont  donn6  peu 
i'aitcntion. 

CHILI. 

D'aprfes  le  "Chilian  Times"  la  production  du  salpetre 
L'indutrie  do  Salpdtre. 

en  1896  s'est  6\cv6c  a  23,832,434  quintaux,  et  Texporta- 

tion  a  atteint  24,066,189  quintaux.  Les  principales  contr6es  qui  importent  le 
salpetre  du  Chili  sont:  I'Allemagne,  les  Etats-Unis,  la  Grande- Bretagne,  la  France 
ct  la  HoUande.  Suivant  une  publication  sur  la  consommation  du  salpetre  dans 
Ic  monde  entier  pendant  les  sept  derniferes  ann^es,  on  constate  qu'il  y  a  eu  en 
1896  une  augmentation  de  4,359,627  quintaux,  ou  d'environ  200,000  tonnes 
anglaises  en  plus  de  la  consommation  en  1890.  L'excfes  constat^  dans  les 
exportations  en  1896,  sur  la  production  estim^e  pour  cette  ann6e,  est  dQ  a  I'excfes 
dc  la  production  en  1895. 

Compagnie  de  Tabac  Sod-       ^^  Compagnie  de  Tabac    Sud-Am6ricaine    6tablie   a 
AxD^ricaine.  Valparaiso  et  employant   160  ouvriers,  importe  pour  la 

rabrication  des  cigarettes  de  grandes  quantit^s  de  tabac  am^ricain  en  feuilles, 
S^'on  cukive  dans  la  Virginie  et  dans  la  Caroline  du  Nord.  En  plus,  la  com- 
pagnie importe  du  tabac  de  la  Havane,  de  TEgypte,  de  la  Turquie  et  du  nord  du 
oresil.  On  constate  que  la  production  journali^re  de  cet  6tablissement  est  a 
900,000  cigarettes  et  a  10,000  livres  de  tabac  manufacture.  On  croit  qu'avec 
d«  efforts  de  la  part  des  exportateurs,  la  consommation  du  tabac  am6ricain  au 
Chili  s'augmentcrait  facilement. 

EQUATEUR. 

r^^  En  vertu   d'un   d6cret   ex^cutif,  toute   marchandise  a 

destination  de  TEquateur  doit  6tre  accompagn^e  d'une 
^fure  consulaire  vis6e,  soit  par  le  consul  du  pays,  soit  par  une  personne  auto- 
^seeaagir  dans  ce  caract^re  au  port  de  Penvoi.  Chaque  colis  pesant  plus  de 
cinquantc  kilogrammes  doit  avoir  clairement  indiqu6  sur  Text^rieur,  le  poids 
D^ut.  Tout  poids  en  excfes  de  10  pour  cent  de  celui  d6rlar6  dans  lafacture  sera 
^ax6  d*unc  surcharge  de  100  pour  cent  du  droit  impost  sur  Tarticle,  par  la  loi 
w  douane  actuellement  en  vigueur. 

HAITI. 

^^  <ie  o&bie  aiiant  i       ^^  Compagnie  des  cables  et  du  t616graphe  des  Etats- 

AntCriqne  do  Sod.        Unis  a  Haiti  a  r^cemmcnt  ouvert  sen  r^seau  reli6  avec 

^ciuidc  I'Am^rique  du  Sud.     Le  cable  part  de  Londres  et  aboutit  a  Cap  Haitien, 
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oil  il  se  relie  au  cable  fran<;ais  des  Antilles,  qui  se  dirige  sur  le  Venezuela,  la 
Martinique,  les  Guyanes  hollandaise  et  fran^aise  et  le  Par4  (Br6sil).  A  Par4,  Ic 
cable  frangais  s'amorce  avec  les  lignes  terrestres  br^siliennes,  puis  argentines.  Cc 
cable  raccourcit  la  distance  a  parcourir  par  les  cablegrammes  cntre  I'Angleterrc 
et  TAm^rique  du  Sud  et  r^duit  le  cout  de  25  pour  cent  environ. 

MEXIgUE. 
Travail  Japonais  Empiovtf        M.  WiLLiAM  Laing  Malcolmson,  qui  s'est  eneae6  dans 

snr    les    Plantations    de  ^  ^    .  . 

O^<0.  la  culture  du  caf6  a  Ceylon,  ou  il  a  r6sid6  pendant  quel- 

ques  ann6es,  et  qui  a  6t6  pendant  quelque  temps  au  Mexique,  en  vue  d'y  faire 
des  investigations  a  propos  de  la  culture  du  caft  dans  cettc  R^publique,  a  int6- 
ress6  plusieurs  riches  planteurs  de  caf6  dans  I'achat  de  vastes  plantations  a 
I'isthme  de  Tehuantepec.  M.  Malcolmson  a  conclu  les  arrangements  prelimi- 
naires,  par  Tinterm^diaire  du  Ministre  japonais  pour  Tintroduction  dans  la 
R6publique  d'une  colonie  d*artisans  japonais  pour  le  travail  sur  les  planta> 
tions  caf^i^res.  II  considfere  que  les  terres  au  midi  du  Mexique  sont  les  mieux 
adapt6es  a  la  production  du  caiK  d'entrc  toutes  celles  qu'il  a  vues,  et  que  Ic 
travail  japonais  est  sp6cialement  convenable  a  leur  culture. 
Rapport  de  Seftor  Don  En-  ^^  Bureau  doit  a  ramabilit6  de  Senor  Don  Enrique 
rique  Sanchez.  Sanchez  une  copie  du  rapport  qu'il  a  transmis  au  Gouver- 

neur  Prosper©  Cahuantzi  de  I'Etat  de  Tlaxcala,  Mexico,  au  sujet  de  sa  mission 
comme  del6ga6  officiel  de  cet  Etat  au  Congr^s  Mercantile  qui  s'est  r6uni  au  mois 
de  juin  dernier,  a  Philadelphie,  Etats-Unis  d'Am^rique,  sous  les  auspices  du 
Mus6e  de  Philadelphie. 

Le  rapport,  qui  est  detaill6  et  int^ressant,  expose  la  grandeur  des  projets  du 
Mus^e  pour  augmenter  le  commerce  des  Etats-Unis  avec  le  Mexique  et  les 
autres  contr^cs  de  TAm^rique  Latine.  Senor  Sanchez  recommande  que  des 
6chantillons  des  productions  agricoles,  min^rales  et  industrielles  de  TEtat  de 
Tlaxcala  soient  exposes  dans  le  Mus6e,  afin  qu'ils  puissent  etre  vus  par  les  per- 
sonnes  int6ress6es  dans  le  d6veloppement  commercial  du  Mexique. 
Les  Exportations  Men-  D'apr^s  une  statistique  r^cemment  publi^e  par  le  Minis- 
caines  en  1896-1897.      ^^^^  j^^  Finances,  le  Mexique  a  export6,  pendant  Texer- 

cice    1896-1897,  $66,183,097  de  m6taux  pr^cieux   et  $45,163,397  d'articles 

divers,  soit  un  total  de  $1 1 1,346,494.      Les  exportations  totales  pendant  I'ann^e 

fiscale  ant6rieure  n'avaient  6t6  que  de  §105,016,902,  soit  une  augmentation  de 

$6,329,592. 

Par  suite  de  I'essor  qu'a  pris  le  d^veloppement  indus- 
Machines  Am«ricaines.  i,,.  1,  j,  i/-- 

triel  au  Mexique,  la  demande  de  machines  amencames  a 

a  beaucoup   augment6.      Pendant  Tann^e   passee  les  commandes   de    machines 

pour  Texploitation  minifere,  surtout  de  chaudi^res  et  de  machines  a  vapeur,  ont 

6t6  trfes  grandes.      Une  maison  entreprenante  et  active  d*Erie,  Pensylvanie,  en 

a  fourni  la  plus  grande  partie.     Ce  besoin  n'est  pas  born6  a  une  seule  classe  de 

machines,  mais  toutes  sortes^sont  n6cessaires  et  les  manufacturiers  alertes  dca 

Etats-Unis  trouveront  au  Mexique  un  vaste  champ  pour  ce  commerce.      Le 

manufacturiers  de  TAngleterre  et  du  Continent   font   un€  concurrence  active 

pour  ce  commerce. 
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NICARAGUA. 

Les  rapports  re9us  du  Depart ement  de  Matagalpa, 
relatifs  a  la  r^coltc  du  caf6  pour  I'ann^e  1897—98,  indi- 
quent  qu'elle  d^passera  de  beaucoup  les  moyens  de  transport  i  dos  de  mulcts  et 
a  charrettes  de  bceufs  En  vue  de  ceci,  le  Congr^s  du  Nicaragua  a  autorisd  le 
Prescient  Zelaya  a  construire  ou  a  signer  un  contrat  pour  la  construction  d'une 
vol  feri6e  partant  de  la  ville  de  Matagalpa  et  se  joignant  au  Chemin  de  Fer 
National.  L'augmentation  de  la  production  des  plantations  de  c&f6  et  de  sucre 
est  telle,  que  les  planteurs  se  trouvent  dans  la  n6cessit6  de  se  procurer  des 
machines  am^Iior^es  et  plus  grandes,  et  des  proc6d6s  plus  rapides  pour  la  prepa- 
ration des  produits  pour  la  vente.  L'attention  des  personnes  engag^es  dans  la 
construction  de  chemins  de  fer  et  des  fabricants  de  machines  agricoles  est  attir^e 
aux  opportunit^s  di-dessus  indiqu6es. 

Abolition  dn  Droit  d'Bxporta.  Le  Gouvcmcment  p^ruvien  a  promulg6  un  d^cret  le  1 1 
tion  «or  i'Arg«m.  scptembre  dernier  abolissant  le  droit  de  3  pour  cent  ad 
valorem  impost  sur  les  exportations  d'argent  monnay6,  d'argent  en  barres, 
ei  de  chafaionia  (aigent  travaill6  qui  ne  sert  plus  qu'a  6trc  fondu).  Cette 
exemption  ne  s'applique  pas  a  Tor  national  monnay^,  ni  a  I'or  en  barres  ou  en 
poudre,  qui  continueront  a  payer  un  droit  d'exportation  de  trois  pour  cent. 

ETATS-UNIS. 

Eaixte  dm  Peawr  de  Vera      ^^  Comit6  des  Etats-Unis  qui  fixe  les  droits  a  pcrce- 
enFianehiMde  Droit,     ^^j^  g^^  1^3  articles  d'lmportation  a  d6cid6,  le  3  d6cembrc 

1897,  que  les  peaux  de  veau  brutes  qui  servent  a  la  fabrication  de  presque  toutes 
ks  chaussures  port^es  dans  ce  pays,  seront  d^sormais  admises  en  franchise  de 
droit.  Selon  cette  d6cision,  les  peaux  de  veau  brutes  import^es  sous  la  loi  de 
tarif  DiNGLEY,  ne  doivent  pas  fttre  d^sign^es  comme  cuirs  de  b6tail  non  pr6par6s, 
qui  sont  sujcts  a  un  droit  de  15  pour  cent  ad  valorem^  mais  elles  doivent  6trc 
classccs  comme  peaux  brutes,  comprises  dans  la  liste  des  articles  admis  en  fran- 
chise. Lc  Comit^.trouve  aussi  que  le  tcrme  '*cuir  "  s'applique  techniquement 
aux  peaux  des  animaux  de  forte  taille,  lels  que  chevaux,  boeufs,  vaches  et  tau- 
rcaux,  tandis  que  lc  terme  *'  pcau  '*  est  employ^  pour  designer  les  peaux  de  mou- 
tons,  dc  vcaux  er  de  chfevres.  On  a  trouv6  que  dans  le  commerce  le  terme  "cuir  '* 
comprcnait  les  peaux  pesant  vingt-cinq  livres  ou  plus,  tous  les  cuirs  au-dessous 
dcce  poids  6tani  d6sign6s  sous  le  nom  de  '*  peau  "  On  considfere  qu'un  poids  de 
douzc  livres  marque  la  distinction  cntrc  peaux  s^ch^es  et  cuirs  s^ch6s. 

-  ^,,  Un    rappoit   du   marchd  dc  New  York  du  mois  de 

d^cembre  1897  dit  qu'un  rival  du  cfedrc  espagnol  est 
trouv6  dans  les  cMres  de  plusicurs  endroits  aux  Indes  Occidentales.  au  Mexique 
«  dans  TAm^rique  du  Centre  et  du  Sud.  Ce  remplagant  donne  de  la  satisfaction 
g^D6ralc,  n'est  pas  aussi  61ev^  en  piix  et  en  touie  probability  afFcctera  le  march6 
d'uDc  mani^re  pcrmancntc  par*  rapport  au  c^dre  espagnol,  dont  le  stock  a  present 
est  tr^  petit. 

rt  Une  comparaison  des  statistiques  du  commerce  v61oci- 

p6dique  des  Etais-Unis  avec  TAm^rique  Latine  pour  les 
excrcices  1896  et  1897  pi^sente  une  augmentation  remarquable  dans  les  valeurs 
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pour  1897.  Ces  exportations  se  r^partissent  ainsi:  le  Mexique  en  1897  en  a 
pris  pour  une  valeur  de  $73,117,  soit  une  augmentation  de  $48,839  sur  Tannic 
ant^rieure;  T Argentine  pour  $42,091  en  1897  contre  $4,065  en  1896,  tandiJ 
que  le  Br^sil  vient  en  troisifeme  lieu  avec  $29,355  po^r  1897  et  $13,529  pour 
1896.  L'Am^rique  Centrale,  Santo  Domingo  et  la  Colombie  ont  augment^ 
leurs  importations  pour  les  deux  ann^es  de  $6,020,  $4,642  et  de  $1,278  rcspec- 
tivement.  Les  autres  Etats  sud-am6ricains  importferent  des  bicyclettes  s'^levani 
en  valeur  a  $73,507  en  1897  contre  $13,401  en  1896,  accusant  1 'augmentation 
remarquable  de  $60, 107. 

URUGUAY. 

Oommerce  entra  les  Etats-      D'aprfes  des  informations  relatives  aux  exportations  du 
XJnis  et  Mont«vid«o.       ^^^^  ^^  Mont6vid6o  pour  les   neuf  premiers    mois   de 

I'ann^e  courante,  on  constate  que  les  Etats-Unis  occupent  la  premiere  place, 
comme  pays  importateur  des  cuirs  /de  bceuf  a6ch6s  provenant  de  TUruguay, 
ayant  import^  pendant  les  neuf  mois  245,605  cuirs,  ou  plus  de  la  moiti6  des 
466,795  cuirs  export6s. 

Des  cuirs  de  boeuf  sal^s,  les  Etats-Unis  ont  pris  presque  un  cinquifeme  de 
Texportation  uruguayenne,  venant  en  quatri^me  lieu  parmi  les  nations  engag6es 
dans  ce  commerce.  Le  rapport  montre  que  les  Etats-Unis  sont  places  en  troi- 
si^me  lieu  par  rapport  aux  injportations  de  laine  de  I'Uruguay^  ayant  pris 
11*738  ballots  d'un  total  de  50,552  ballots,  tandis  que,  par  rapport  au  com- 
merce de  poll,  lis  ont  pris  plus  du  tiers  des  expeditions  totales  de  Montdvid^o, 
qui  se  sont  61ev6es  a  940  ballots. 

Le    Ministre    Francis    B.    Loomis    rapporte    que    le 

Oommerce  de  B^taiL  . 

commerce  de  b6tail  du  Venezuela  deviendra  apparemment 
une  menace  aux  61eveurs  de  b^tail  aux  Etats-Unis,  et  il  cite,  en  appui  de  son 
rapport,  1 'augmentation  remarquable  du  nombie  de  b6tail  €\ev6  au  Venezuela 
pendant  les  trois  derni^res  ann6es.  En  1894  il  y  avait  au  pays  5,000,000  de 
tetes  de  b^tail;  ce  nombre  s'est  augment^  a  10,000,000  pour  cette  ann6e,  et  on 
s'attend  a  ce  que  ce  nombre  soit  plus  que  doubl6  dans  les  quatre  ann^es  a  venir. 
Les  tentatives  de  la  Rdpublique  pour  cr^er  un  d6bouch6  au  Br6sil  pour  son 
b^tail  ont  eu  tant  de  succ^s,  qu'il  est  propos6  d'6tendre  le  commerce  a  Cuba  et 
aux  iles  de  la  Mer  des  Caralbes. 

VENEZUELA. 

RtfffionsAiiriAresde  D'aprfes  le  Courrier  de  Venezuela,  les  nouvelles  revues 

^narioo.  ^jy  district  de  Guarico,  relatives  a  Texploitation  des  mines 

d*or  dans  cette  region,  deviennent  de  jour  en  jour  plus  encourageantes«  II  y  a 
a  present  huit  compagnies  6trangdres  d*exploitation;  trente-quatre  reclamations 
ont  d6ja  €t6  agre6es  et  des  desseins  de  plusieurs  autres  declarations  ont  6t6  faites 
aux  autorit^s.  On  dit  qu'une  compagnie  a  command^  de  I'Angleterre  douze 
moulins  mus  par  la  pression  hydraulique.  La  veine  dans  cette  mine  a  dix  pieds 
de  largeur,  et  contient  un  quartz  si  riche  que  le  m^tal  pr^cieux  y  est  clairement 
visible. 
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LaCoopagntodai'Ortf.         La  compagnic  de  rOr6noquc  fait  des  pr^paratifs  pour 
noqw.  jg  d^veloppement  imm^diat  des  d6pdts  de  fer  d^couverts 

au  moment  de  leur  concession.  Pendant  les  derni^res  semaines,  une  veine  de 
mineral  de  fer  a  6t6  d^fimtivement  d6termin6e  qui  varie  de  loo  a  200  pieds  en 
largeur,  avec  une  longueur  de  cinq  milles,  et  se  trouve  a  deux  milles  de  distance 
de  Santa  Catalina.  D'autres  d6p6ts  encore  plus  grands  ont  €t€  d^couverts  a  une 
distance  de  cinq  milles  de  la  ville  ci-dessus  mentionnde;  en  eftet,  le  rendement  est 
prononc6  in^puisable,  et  on  dit  que  la  qualit6  est  sup^rieure  aux  minerals  de  fer 
espagnols  et  africains.  D'autres  entreprises,  que  rend  possible  cette  riche  region, 
seront  bientdt  d6velopp^es  par  la  grande  compagnie  qui  a  reyu  par  concession 
cette  partie  du  Venezuela. 

ASSOCIATION  NATIONALE  DES  MANUFACTURIERS. 

Le  Bureau  est  inform^  que  plusieurs  exportateurs  et 
Aiiant  aox  Ports  Snd*  manufacturiers  importants  des  villes  principales  des  Etats- 


Unis  prennent  des  mesures  pour  satisfaire  la  demande, 
d'une  si  longue  dur6e,  de  communication  directe  par  vapeurs  avec  les  ports  du 
nord  et  de  Test  de  l'Am6rique  du  Sud.  A  la  r6union  de  T  Association  Nationale 
des  Manufacturiers,  qui  aura  lieu  dans  la  Cit6  de  New  York,  au  mois  de  Janvier,  ce 
sujct  sera  discut6  et  des  mesures  pr61iminaires  seront  prises  en  vue  de  Paccomplis- 
scmcnt  du  projet. 

^  L'entrep6t  6tabli  pour  I'exposition  des  manufactures 

Botrapot  4  Caracas.  .      .     ^  ^      .  ^ 

am^ricaines  est  le  premier  essai  exp6rimental  de  1* Asso- 
ciation Nationale  des  Manufacturiers.  La  demande  de  terrain  par  les  expo- 
sants  a  M  si  grande  que  les  directeurs  se  sont  trouv6s  dans  la  n^cessit^  de 
linuicr  Ic  temps  dans  lequel  les  marchandises  peuvent  dtre  regues,  au  14  d^cem- 
brc  1897.  Dans  un  rapport  r^cemment  regu  au  D6partement  d'Etat,  le  Consul 
PaosKAUEK,  ^crivant  de  Puerto  Cabello  s'exprime  dans  ces  termes  favorables,  dg 
rcntrcprisc  et  de  ses  effets  sur  le  commerce  v6n6zu61ien.  "Son  utility  sera 
d'abord  limit6e  aux  immenses  et  riches  territoires  contigus  a  Caracas,  qui  se 
scTvcnt  des  meill cures  classes  de  marchandises,  mais  sa  renomm^e  et  ses  avantagcs 
detcrmineront  les  commergants  des  regions  du  centre  et  de  Touest  de  la  R6pu- 
bliquc,  a  I'cxaminer.  La  vue  actuelle  des  marchandises  ou  manufactures,  leur 
comparaison  sur  place  avec  des  articles  similaires,  l'6change  d'id^es  entre  les 
rcpr^scntants  am6ricains  et  les  commer^ants  du  Venezuela  relatives  aux  menus 
details  des  achats,  ne  peuvent  manqtier  de  prouver  d'un  grand  avantage 
i  chacun  d'eux  et  de  leur  d6sabuser  de  notions  fausses.  Le  Gouvernement 
lait  dc  son  mieux  pour  encourager  I'entreprise,  tandis  que  le  sentiment  amical 
des  habitants  pour  tout  ce  qui  est  am6ricain  leur  poussera  a  exercer  toute  leur 
influence  pour  couronner  de  succ^s  les  efforts  des  entrepreneurs." 

MUSfiE  COMMERCIAL  DE  PHILADELPHIE. 

f*^  da  Oongr^s  Oom-       ^^  Mus6e  Commercial  de  Philadelphie  qui  a  6t6  6tabli 

tsmatumal.       ^^  ^^^  d'augmenter  le  commerce  des  Etats-Unis  avec  le 

Mcxique  et  les  difF6rentes  contrdes  de  rAm6rique  du  Centre  et  du  Sud  et  les 
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Indes  Occidentales,  d^veloppc  rapidement  ses  plans  pour  un  congrfes  interna 
tional  qui  se  composera  des  rcpr^sentants  du  monde  entier  de  commerce.  Ui 
recent  num^ro  du  "  Manufacturier  "  dit,  '*  que  Ics  chambres  de  commerce  ci 
Ics  autres  organisations  commercials  de  I'Asie,  du  Sud-Afrique  et  de  TAustra- 
lasie  sont  invitees  a  nommer  des  membres  au  comit6  de  Conseil."  Commeoc 
le  sait,  ce  comit6  a  d^ja  des  repr^sentants  dans  beaucoup  de  centres  commer- 
ciaux  aux  Etats-Unis  et  possMe  aussi  des  amis  z^l6s  et  int6ress6s  dans  d'autres 
parties  du  continent, — au  Mexique,  aux  Etats-Unis  de  I'Am^rique  Centralc,.au 
Br6sil,  a  la  Republique  Argentine,  au  Chili,  et  aux  difF6rentes  contr6es  de 
TAm^rique  du  Sud.  Comme  Ic  commerce  des  Etats-Unis  augmente  constam- 
ment  dans  I'Afrique,  la  Chine,  le  Japon  et  I'Australic,  il  est  trfts  n^cessaire  qm 
le  Mus6e  y  ait  aussi  ses  repr6sentants.  Jugeant  des  r6ponses  favorables  qui  son 
revues,  il  y  a  tout  lieu  de  croire  que  les  plans  ambitieux  de  radministratioi 
r6ussirdnt. 

Contrairement  aux  plans  premiferement  con^us,  il  est  maintenant  propose d'ob 
tenir,  si  possible,  comme  membres  du  comit6  de  conseil,  des  repr^sentants  d€ 
organisations  commerciales  de  I'Europe.  Ceci  ouvrira  un  champs  de  possibility 
presque  sans  limites,  qui  ne  peut  manquer  de  produire  des  r6sultats  inestimable^ 
si  le  plan  est  d6velopp6  entiferement.  C'est  vrai  que  les  Etats-Unis  sont  d^ 
comp6titeurs  de  I'Angleterre,  de  la  France,  de  I'Allemagne,  et  de  la  Bel^q^*:* 
dans  les  marches  des  nouveaux  pays  agricoles  qui,  a  present,  produisent  1 
mati^res  premieres  du  monde,  plutot  que  les  marchandises  fabriqu6es  sur  1< 
quelles  sont  d6pens6s  plus  de  travail  et  d'habilet^,  mais  ses  projets  et  huts 
sont  assur6ment  d'une  si  grande  hostilit6  qu'il  ne  peut  r6sulter  du  bon  des  c^^ 
sulfations  et  des  d6bats.  On  doit  se  rappeler  que  I'Europe  est  encore  Ic  p^ 
grand  acheteur  des  marchandises  am6ricaines  et  qu'elle  est  de  beaucoup  le  ^ 
important  des  clients.  On  ne  s'attend  pas  a  un  changement  sensible  dans  c^ 
condition  d'affaires. 

•  L'Europe  a  recours  aux  Etats-Unis  pour  beaucoup  de  classes  de  produits  ^ 
lesqucls  sa  situation  economique  serait  bien  diffSrente  de  ce  qu'elle  n'est  aujourd'  ^ 
Les  Am^ricains  n'ont  sOrement  pas  Tintention  de  limiter  leur  commerce  ^ 
I'Europe  au  coton,  au  bl6  et  aux  produits  bruts  et  aux  denr^es.  D^ja  ils  cr^  * 
mencent  a  exp6dier  a  I'autre  cdt6  de  I'Atlantiquedes  marchandises  manufactu  "^ 
et  si  les  Etats-Unis  sont  permis  de  jouir  de  I'avenir  que  tous  les  Am6ricain& 
souhaitent,  cette  tendence  s'augmenterait  a  des  proportions  encore  plus  consi^ 
bles,  longtemps  avant  de  diminuer. 


Monthly  Bulletin 


OF   THE 


Bureau  of  American  Republics. 

International  Union  op  American  Republics. 

V0L.V.  FEBRUARY,    1898.  No.  8. 


TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA.— VIII  * 

INTERNAL  RESOURCES  OF  MEXICO. 

In  previous  articles  of  this  series,  the  foreign  commerce  of 
^^xico,  Central  America,  the  West  Indies,  and  South  America 
^^Ve  been  chiefly  considered.  We  will  now  proceed  to  examine 
^^  internal  resources  of  these  great  divisions,  in  the  order  named, 
^d  the  degree  of  their  development  as  the  basis  for  future  expan- 
^^^n  of  their  foreign  trade. 

In  Mexico,  the  progress  made  during  the  past  decade  in  manu- 
^^tures,  as  well  as  in  agriculture  and  in  the  increase  of  transpor- 
^tion  fecilities,  which  is  the  great  prerequisite  to  the  effective 
^^ilization  of  the  natural  wealth  of  any  country,  has  been  at  once 
'^pid  and  substantial.     It  is  attributable,  mainly,  to  the  stably, 
^^cierly,  and  at  the  same  time  progressive  administration  of  the 
Country's  affairs  which,  throughout,  has  marked  the  successive 
^^rms  of  President  Diaz.     There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Mexico 
^^Wes  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  able  statesman  and  wise 
Executive  who,  with  the  zealous  cooperation  of  the  best  intelli- 
gence of  the  country,  has  secured  to  her  a  long  period  of  peace 
^nd  tranquil  development.     Fortunately  for  Mexico,  he  has  been 

The  first  article  of  this  series  was  printed  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  July,  1897. 
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aided  by  economic  conditions  created,  in  part,  by  legislation, 
which  have  tended  to  build  up  industries  peculiar  to  the  country 
and  to  stimulate  enterprise  and  thrift. 

It  so  happens  that  Mexico  is  rich  in  a  variety  of  products  which 
the  world  most  desires  and  of  which  the  production,  as  yet,  is  not 
so  great  as  to  "  glut "  the  market.     Mexico  does  not  depend,  in  her 
export  trade,  upon  those  great  staples,  such  as  wheat,  cotton,  wool, 
sugar,  and  meats,  which  are  produced  so  enormously  in  temperate 
zones  that  large  profits,  except  in  times  of  accidental  scarcity,  are 
no  longer  to  be  realized  from  them.     A  stream  of  wealth  is  flow- 
ing in  upon  her  from  her  output  of  precious  metals  and  other 
minerals  in  constant  demand ;  from  coffee,  fibers,  tobacco,  vanilla 
and  fruits  which  still  bring  relatively  high  prices  in  the  markets  of 
the  world.     During  1897,  Mexico  exported  $42,000,000  worth 
of  minerals.  .  In  the  first  nine  months  of  1897,  she  sold  abroad 
$4,574,252  worth  of  coffee  against  $3,333,385  during  the  same 
period  of  1896.     Her  exports  of  henequen  fiber  to  -the   United 
States  alone  during  the  nine  months  increased  by  considerabl  ;y 
over  half  a  million  dollars,  and  the  total  exports  amount  to  abo«J»^ 
$8,000,000  annually.      The  exportation    of  oranges  develope:^^ 
largely  in  consequence  of  the  discovery  that   Mexican  orang^^ 
could  be   used  to  supply  a  shortage  in  the  crop  of  the  Uniti 
States.     Even  in  years  of  plenty  in  the  latter  country,  the  prodi 
tion   of  Mexico  does  not  seriously  interfere  with  the  crops      ^^* 
California  and  Florida,  owing  to  the  difference  in  the  time       ^ 
the  ripening  and   marketing  of  the  fruit.     Vanilla  brings  ir^m^^ 
Mexico  a  million  dollars  or  more  per  annum.     The  exportatL  ^^'^ 
of  tobacco  approximates  $2,000,000,  and  the  quality  is  so  nea^^*"*/ 
equal  to  the  best  Cuban  leaf  that  the  development  of  this  brarx^^" 
of' agricultural  industry  seems  to  be  fully  assured.     Live  stocr^** 
hides,  and  skins  are  exported  annually  to  the  amount  of  abouf 
$3,000,000.     The  forest  wealth  of  Mexico  in  timber,  dyewocxi^ 
medicinal  and  other  useful  plants  is  very  great     The  export  c:^^ 
cabinet   and   dye  woods   amounts   to   between  $2,000,000  an-^^ 
$3,000,000  annually,  and  the  abundance  of  the  product  is  suc^^ 
that  the  industry  is  capable  of  indefinite  development. 

For  a  distance  of  about  1 ,200  miles,  extending  from  the  Sta'^^ 
of  Sonora  to  the  State  of  Oaxaca,  northwest  to  southeast,  a  met^-1' 
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iferous  belt  of  extraordinary  richness  offers  a  vast  field  for  profit- 
ible  mining.     Gold,  silver,  mercury,  iron,  coal,  the  soft:  lead  ores, 
asphalt,  asbestos,  petroleum,  salt,  copper,  precious  stones,  onyx, 
and  marbles  of  great  variety  and  beauty  are  found  in  greater  or 
less  abundance  throughout  this  region.     In  a  report  printed  in 
August,  1897,  the  British  Consul-General  at  Mexico  says  many 
new  gold-mining  properties  are  being  opened  up  in  the  States  of 
Sonera,  Oaxaca,  and  Mexico,  and  a  large  increase  of  the  output 
may  be  looked  for.     The  State  of  Chihuahua  is  believed  to  be 
one  of  the  greatest  mineral  regions  in  the  world.     Railroads  now 
being  built  will  soon  provide  the  needed  facilities  of  transporta- 
tion, and  a  vast  development  of  the  mining  industry  will  doubt- 
less follow.     United  States  capital  has  already  invested  largely  in 
Mexican  mines,  and  a  demand  for  United  States  machinery  and 
labor-saving  appliances  has  been  created,  which  will  increase  with 
tfie  number  of  workings  and  the  general  enlargement  of  mining 
operations. 

A  similar  opening  for  United  States  machinery  and  tools  will 
^^  effected  by  the  extension  of  agricultural  operations  and  the 
^provement  of  farming  methods  which  the  profitable  sale  abroad 
*  So  many  of  Mexico's  products  must  inevitably  bring  about. 
lost  of  the  great  central  plateau  of  Mexico  is  fertile  land,  of 
^^h  productiveness  that,  with  the  most  primitive  methods  of  cul- 
^ation,  it  continues,  after  centuries  of  use,  to  yield  abundant 
^ops.  When  the  people  are  informed  of  the  economies  of  time 
^d  labor  to  be  effected  by  the  agricultural  machines  and  imple- 
^^nts  for  which  the  United  States  is  so  justly  famed,  and  are 
^vight  their  various  uses,  the  productiveness  of  this  great  region 
^'ill  be  increased  enormously,  and  a  vast  market  created  for  one 
^^  the  most  important  lines  of  United  States  manufactures. 

In  the  meantime,  Mexico  herself  is  rapidly  building  up  home 
industries,  and  in  course  of  time,  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  utilize 
^  great  part  of  her  raw  material  in  certain  lines  of  manufac- 
ture.   " Manufacturing  in  Mexico,"  says  United  States  Minister 
Ransom  in  a  report  dated  September  26,  1896,  which  was  printed 
in  Special  Consular  Reports,  "  Money  and  Prices  in  Foreign  Coun- 
tnes,"  *'has  been  developed  to  a  considerable  extent,  especially 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  coarser  grades  of  cotton  and  woolen 
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goods,  ordinary  bleachings,  goods  for  shawls,  prints,  and  calicoes  and 
woolen  cloth ;  also  in  the  manufacture  of  the  products  of  sugar 
cane,  alcohol,  paper,  cigars  and  cigarettes.      Many  well-informed 
persons  believe  that  the  depreciation  in  the  price  of  silver  has 
been  the  main  cause  of  the  development  of  these  industries.     To 
some  extent,  this  is  doubtless  true;  the  large  discount  on  silver 
has  had  its  influence  in  depressing  foreign  importation  and  stim- 
ulating domestic  production.     But  other  powerful  causes  have 
had  their  effect  in  this  direction — an  able,  wise,  and  just  admin- 
istration of  the  Government  during  the  presidency  of  Genera.\ 
Diaz,  the  confidence  of  the  Mexican  people  and  foreigners  i-n. 
the  stability  of  the  Government,  the  building  of  railroads  (a'Ll 
but  the  one  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  City  of  Mexico  having  beer:  x^ 
completed  since   1883),  the  improvement  of  coast  harbors,  d 
enlargement  of  commerce,  the  liberal  action  of  the  Govemme 
toward  new  industries;    in  fact,  the  general  influences  of  la 
peace,  and  commerce  have  all  contributed  to  this  result. 

"It  is  not  extravagant  to  state  that,  in  the  last  ten  years,  citizer 
of  the  United  States  have  invested  in  Mexico  in  mines,  railroa« 
lands,  and  other  undertakings  sums  much  larger  in  the  aggreg: 
than  the  whole  amount  of  money  in  circulation  in  the  Repub' 
Also,  in  this  consideration,  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact — 3.  v« 
significant  one — that  the  tariff  duties  upon  the  manufactured  a. 
cles  of  cotton,  wool,  paper,  tobacco,  and  alcoholic  products  are  v 
high,  the  duties  upon  the  goods  manufactured  from  cotton  hav 
been  imposed  as  early  as  in  1 830,  and  continually  increasing  u 
1887.  Since  then,  they  have  remained  nearly  stationary.  Up< 
many  classes  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods,  these  duties  have  be^s/^ 
prohibitory,  and  it  is  safe  to  state  that  upon  the  coarser  grades  ^^^ 
them,  the  duties  in  the  last  ten  to  fifteen  years  have  averaged  tror"^ 
40  to  75  to  85  per  cent.  In  this  connection,  I  append  a  statemen 
made  by  an  eminent  writer  in  a  work  entitled  '  Les  Finances  de 
Etats-Unis  Mexicains'  d'apres  Documents  Officiels,' by  Prospei 
Gloner,  published  in  1895.  He  says:  'The  cotton  industry  ii^ 
Mexico  owes  its  development  especially  to  the  customs  duties^ 
which,  by  the  imposition  of  high  duties,  prohibit  the  importation 
of  ordinary  cottonades.  Five  per  cent  of  these  were  first  imposed 
in  1830,  and  there  was  a  continual  increase  in  them  until  1887.'" 

United  States  Consul-General  Crittenden,  in  a  report  from  the 
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ity  of  Mexico,  September  7,  1896,  which  was  printed  in  Com- 
ercial  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1895-96,  Volume  I,  says: 
5ince  the  exchanges  have  been  so  variable  and  unfavorable 
*tween  Mexico  and  foreign  governments,  and  high  protective 
iriffs  on  almost  all  articles  entering  into  consumption  in  Mexico 
ave  been  imposed,  many  of  the  articles  heretofore  imported,  such 
5  blankets,  carpets,  cloths  of  all  kinds  for  men's  wear,  prints, 
mderwear  of  all  kinds,  hats,  shoes,  and  other  articles  are  neces- 
iarily  manufactured  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  These  people 
lave  been  bright  and  active  enough  to  take  advantage  of  these 
idverse  currents,  and  have  built  up  with  astonishing  rapidity  for 
Hexico  a  series  of  larger  or  smaller  manufactories  of  almost  all 
lasses  of  goods,  utilizing  modern  machinery  that  will  compare 
ivorably  with  much  of  the  machinery  used  by  other  peoples. 
ome  of  the  goods  so  manufactured  in  Mexico  are  excellent  in 
arp,  woofi  and  finish,  and  much  more  of  it  is  seen  in  daily  use 
ian  heretofore.  One  great  advantage  is  had  by  the  manufactur  e 
'  Mexico — the  cheapness  of  labor  and  the  free  use  of  excellent 
ater  power,  which  is  found  in  many  parts  of  Mexico,  and  this 
^^er  is  often  located  quite  near  the  railroads  penetrating  into 
^rious  parts  of  the  Republic.  The  unskilled  labor  is  placed  under 
'^  management  of  foreign  experts,  who  quite  easily  teach  and 
^in  that  labor  in  the  intricacies  of  the  work.  I  am  informed 
at  these  mills  are  paying  from  20  to  40  per  cent  annual  divi- 
^nds.    *     *    * 

'*  With  the  stimulating  causes  heretofore  mentioned,  it  will  not 

-  long  before  Mexico  will  have  its  manufacturing  industries  in 

1  accessible  and  eligible  States,  with  improved  and  improving 

^oducts  and  selling  at  such  rates  as  will   largely  exclude  the 

^rnmoner  articles  from  its  markets.     And  even  to-day,  shoes  are 

^ing  shipped  from  some  of  the  northern  States  of  Mexico  to  our 

-ountry.     I  have  seen  some  handsomely  finished  goods  here  for 

^en's  suitings,  costing,  when  made  at  the  best  shops,  from  $20 

^0  $^0  per  suit,  Mexican  currency.     An  abundance  of  wool  is 

W  in   Mexico.     Cotton   is  also   grown  in  some  parts  of  the 

Republic,  but  not  enough  to  supply  the  demand.     The  balance, 

averaging  from  75,000  to  100,000  bales  per  annum,  is  imported 

from  Texas,  costing,  laid  down  at  the  mills,  from  21  to  22  cents 

P^T  pound,  Mexican  currency." 
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The  British  Consul-General  at  the  City  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Garden, 
concurs  with  the  United  States  representatives  there  as  to  the 
rapid  development  of  industrial  enterprise  throughout  the  country. 
The  great  activity  in  the  cotton-manufacturing  industry,  he  says 
in  his  report  of  August,  1897,  "may  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that, 
although  there  was  an  unusually  good  cotton  crop  in  Mexico  in 
1896,  the  imports  of  the  raw  material  exceeded  those  of  the  pre- 
vious year  by  upward  of  30,000  hundredweights,  or  over  10  per 
cent,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  price  of  cotton  having  risen  consid- 
erably." The  falling  off  in  imports  of  woolen  goods,  nearly  12 
per  cent,  he  attributes  "to  the  great  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  the  local  manufactures."^  The  increase  in  imports  of  iron  and 
steel,  nearly  70  per  cent,  is  explained  by  the  "unusual  activity  in 
the  construction  and  improvement  of  works  of  permanent  utility 
to  the  country." 

The  industrial  growth  of  Mexico  has  been  accompanied  by  a 
remarkable  development  of  her  transportation  facilities.  On  the 
1st  of  July,  1897,  the  Republic  had  in  operation  7,365  miles  of 
railroad,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  expect,  from  the  progress  of  recent 
years  and  the  vast  resources  awaiting  an  outlet  to  the  markets  of 
the  world,  that  railroad  building  will  be  greatly  expanded  in  the 
near  future.  "To-day,"  said  Consul-General  Crittenden  in  his 
report  of  September  7,  1896,  "one  is  able  to  traverse  by  rail 
nearly  all  parts  of  the  Republic,  and  reach  Mexico  from  the 
United  States  by  any  one  of  three  all-rail  routes,  or  via  New  York 
by  magnificent  steamers  to  Tampico  or  Vera  Cruz,  and  thence  by 
rail  to  the  City  of  Mexico.  These  roads,  however,  have  been 
constructed  almost  entirely  on  the- Atlantic  side;  therefore,  the 
Pacific  Ocean  is  mostly  inaccessible,  or  reached  by  a  most  round- 
about way.  This  feature,  however,  is  being  rapidly  changed,  and 
to-day,  there  are  three  roads  in  course  of  construction  and  rap- 
idly heading  for  ports  on  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Very  soon,  it  may 
be  truly  said  that  Mexico  is  entirely  traversed  by  the  steam  horse. 
These  new  roads  are  also  being  materially  aided  and  assisted  by 
the  Government." 

Since  the  date  of  Mr.  Crittenden's  report,  the  railroad  across 
the  Isthmus  of  Tehuan tepee,  connecting  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific, 
has  been  completed,  and  promises  to  become  a  factor  of  interna- 
tional trade,  besides  supplying  the  means  of  easy  communication 
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between  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  the  Republic  and  connecting 
with  the  great  railway  systems  of  the  central  plateau. 

The  ocean  commerce  of  Mexico  on  the  Atlantic  side  is  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  New  York  and  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Com-^ 
pany,  also  known  as  the  "  Ward  Line,"  which  has  a  fleet  of  fine 
steamers  plying  between  New  York  and  the  principal  ports  of  the 
Gulf  coast  of  Mexico,  including  Progreso,  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico, 
Campeche,  etc.,  via  Havana.  On  the  Pacific  side,  the  Pacific 
Mail  Company's  steamers  from  San  Francisco  touch  at  various 
ports,  among  them  Salina  Cruz,  Acapulco,  Manzanillo,  and 
Mazatlan. 

The  improvement  of  the  principal  harbors  of  Mexico  has,  for 
some  years,  been  an  object  of  special  solicitude  and  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  Government,  and  at  the  two  important  Gulf 
ports  of  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz,  works  of  great  magnitude  have 
been  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  securing  safe  anchorage  for 
vessels.  At  Salina  Cruz  and  Coatzacoalcos,  the  Pacific  and  Gulf 
ports  respectively  of  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  similar  works 
are  in  progress,  and  with  the  development  of  Mexican  industries 
and  commerce,  the  important  points  along  the  whole  seaboard  of 
both  the  east  and  west  coasts  will  doubtless  be  provided  gradually 
with  all  the  modern  facilities  for  conducting  sea  traffic. 

In  addition  to  railroads,  Mexico  has  facilities  of  river  and  lake 
transportation   which  are    capable  of  considerable   development, 
though  the  topographical  and  climatic  conditions  of  the  country 
are  such  that  uninterrupted  navigation  of  the  rivers  throughout 
the  year  is  impracticable  for  long  distances.     Upon  this  point. 
United  States  Consul-General  Crittenden,  in  a  report  which  was 
printed  in  Special  Consular  Reports,  "Highways  of  Commerce," 
in  1895,  says:  "The  configuration  of  the  country  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  seasons  make  great  navigable  rivers  impossible.     It  is 
only  on  the  level  of  the  coast  that  some  few  rivers  admit  of  traffic 
by  small  craft,  and  that  not  exceeding  125  miles  from  the  Gulf 
and  62  miles  from  the  Pacific  Coast.     The  numerous  peaks,  whose 
altitudes  are  between  10,000  and  17,000  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  are  sparingly  snow-clad,  and  the  quantity  of  snow  fall- 
ing on  them  is  insufficient  for  causing  large  volumes  of  water  or 
large  streams.     On  the  central  table-lands,  there  are  a  few  lakes  the 
waters  of  which  are  utilized  to  a  limited  extent  by  the  Indians  for 
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traffic  in  their  small,  crude  canoes.  Canals  are  impracticable,  on 
account  of  the  topography,  excepting  on  the  Gulf  Coast  and  the 
plains  of  the  central  States  and  of  the  northern  frontier;  but  the 
greatest  obstacle  to  interior  navigation  is  the  fact  that  in  certain 
periods  of  the  year,  principally  in  the  dry  season,  either  by  natural 
evaporation  or  by  the  careless  use  of  the  waters  for  irrigation,  the 
springs  decrease  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  the  streams  insuf- 
ficient to  float  the  smallest  ,boats.  Sooner  or  later,  this  waste  of 
water  will  be  remedied,  as  the  authorities  ar2  vigilant  in  protecting 
and  guarding  every  element  that  contributes  to  the  advancement 
of  Mexico.  This  lack  of  means  for  navigation  might,  to  a  certain 
extent,  be  remedied  by  canalization  and  drawing  off  the  waters 
existing  in  natural  basins  in  various  parts  of  the  Republic  and 
diverting  them  at  intervals  in  certain  seasons  of  the  year  to  the 
rivers  or  canals  which  are  navigable  to  maintain  constantly  the 
required  depth." 

The  Government  of  Mexico  has  already  testified  its  appreciation 
of  the  value  of  such  undertakings  by  contracting  for  several  impor- 
tant canal  enterprises,  including  the  Chijol  Canal,  250  miles  long, 
between  Tampico  and  Tuxpan,  and  the  canalization  of  the  Tem — 
poal  River,  which  empties  into  the  Panuco  near  Tampico.     Ther^ 
are  many  other  rivers  and  streams  which  can  be  utilized  by  mean^ 
of  improvements  of  greater  or  less  magnitude,  and  when  Mexico 
shall  have  been  provided  with  an  efficient  system  of  waterways, 
the  conditions   of   internal   commerce  will  be  vastly  improved 
"  The  exertions  of  President  Diaz  and  his  liberality  toward  railroad 
enterprises  and  steamship  lines,"  says  Consul-General  Crittenden, 
"have  been  the  chief  factors  in  establishing  means  of  communi- 
cation throughout  the   Republic,  accomplishing  what  none  of  his 
predecessors  could  do — that  is,  making  this  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous of  the  Spanish- American  countries."     It  may  be  assumed 
that  the  same  general  policy  will  be  followed  in  the  improvement 
of  rivers  and  roads,  with  correspondingly  beneficial  results. 

The  internal  development  of  Mexico  and  the  building  up  of 
her  industries  and  domestic  trade  have  a  peculiar  importance  and 
interest  for  the  people  of  the  United  States,  not  only  as  contrib- 
uting to  the  general  enlargement  of  commerce,  but  as  helping  to 
create  the  best  conditions  for  the  employment  of  United  States 
capital,  enterprise,  and  skilled  labor,  and  the  sale  of  United  States 
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machinery,  implements,  hardware,  and  a  great  variety  of  other 
manufactures  in  which  they  excel.  United  States  capital  is  already 
largely  enlisted  in  Mexican  railroads  and  mining  operations,  and 
it  may  be  expected  that  agricultural  and  manufacturing  enterprises 
will  also  attract  the  unemployed  wealth  and  the  skill  of  the  great 
northern  Republic.  Fortunately,  the  articles  offered  for  exchange 
by  each  country  are,  with  but  few  exceptions,  such  as  do  not  com- 
pete with  the  home  industries  of  the  other,  and  as  the  intemal 
resources  of  Mexico  are  developed,  the  bonds  of  commercial  inter- 
course must  constantly  be  multiplied  and  strengthened,  to  the 
mutual  benefit  of  the  two  Republics. 


j^h^L^C^  uoZ^r^-J^T 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

REPORT  OF  IMMIGRATION. 

The  following  data  relative  to  immigration  to  the  Argentine 
Republic  is  summarized  from  a  recent  official  report : 

The  exact  area  of  the  Republic  is  not  known,  but  it  is  estimated 
at  about  1,172,000  square  miles.  The  total  population,  according 
to  the  census  of  1895,  is  approximately  4,000,000  inhabitants, 
which  would  represent  1.33  to  the  kilometer  (341  square  miles). 
On  the  basis  of  the  population  existing  in  France,  viz,  73  people 
to  the  square  kilometer,  the  country  is  capable  of  supporting  more 
than  200,000,000  inhabitants.  Notwithstanding  the  rapid  and 
great  climatic  changes,  the  country  is  eminently  a  healthy  one 
and  is  well  adapted  to  people  from  the  temperate  zones.  The 
mortality  is  confined  largely  to  infants,  due  to  the  lack  of  knowl- 
edge on  the  part  of  the  parents  of  the  principles  of  hygiene. 

The  inviting  climate,  the  fertility  oi  the  soil,  the  facility  for 
railroad  construction,  on  account  of  the  topography  of  the  coun- 
try* the  numerous  inland  rivers  and  extended  seaboard,  should 
attract  large  and  desirable  immigration.  There  is  room  in  the 
legitimate  spheres  of  labor  for  an  increased  population  of  90,000 
to  100,000  per  annum.  The  great  desideratum  is  the  immigrant 
*'ith  some  knowledge  and  some  capital,  whose  purpose  on  arriv- 
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ing  in  the  country  is  to  purchase  a  tract  of  land,  build  a  comfort- 
able home,  till  the  soil,  and  advance  his  fortunes;  for  this  class 
there  is  room  for  unlimited  numbers.  Throughout  the  republic 
lands  may  be  bought  at  a  very  low  figure,  requiring  but  little 
preparation  for  farming,  cattle  raising,  etc. 

It  has  been  characteristic  of  the  immigrant  who  has  hitherto 
arrived  to  stop  in  the  larger  cities,  instead  of  casting  his  fortune 
where  it  would  be  most  advanced  by  taking  up  land  and  developing 
it.  The  most  numerous  and  best  type  of  immigration  thus  far 
reaching  the  shores  of  the  Argentine  Republic  are  the  Italians. 
They  are  the  only  people  who  have  spread  through  the  whole 
country  and  have  profited  by  their  opportunities. 

The  following  tables  show  the  immigration  for  the  last  four 
and  one-half  years,  and  the  nationality  and  professions  of  the  immi- 
grants in  the  years  1894-1896: 


Year. 


1893 

1894.-.' 

1895 

1896 

1897  (first  halO 


Number  of 
arrivals. 


52.067 

54.  720 
61,266 

102,  673 
135.734 


Nationality. 


North  Americans 

Arabs 

Argentines 

Armenians 

Austrians 

Bclprians 

Bolivians 

Brazilians 

British 

Chileans 

Danes 

Dutch 

Egyptians 

French .*.... 

Germans 

Gieeks  

Italians 

Moors 

Paraguayans  . . . . 

Peruvians. . . 

Portuguese 

Roumanians  . . . . 

Russians 

Spaniards 


First  half 
of  1897. 


37 

5 

143 


1,003 
96 


553 
264 

17 

47 

4 


1,652 

436 

13 

23.  303 

25 

2 
I 

76 

18 

301 

7,198 


Number. 


1896. 


79 
12 

290 

53 

963 

318 


58 
429 

3 
126 

61 

8 
3.486 

1.039 

3 
75.204 

212 


212 
20 

575 
18,051 


1895. 


46 

II 

316 


549 
211 

I 

91 
329 

2 

"5 
36 


41 


2,448 

1,067 

12 

203 

27 
5 
I 

178 
6 

2,336 

11.288 


1894. 


^^9 
i«9 

-%40 

^  •  * 

:i28 
385 

^  •  • 

99 
Id 


2,   XO-J 

^7r 
7 

37.^^ 
1x7 


200 

2 

3.132 
8,122 
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Nationality. 


Swedes  . . . . , 

Swiss 

Turks 

Uniguavans. 


Total 

Yearly  increase. 


Number. 


First  half 
of  1897. 


22 
162 
251 
105 


35.734 


X896. 


52 

679 

724 

13 


102,  673 
41.447 


1895. 


62 

465 

369 

52 


61,  226 
6,506 


1894. 


42 
516 

122' 
17 

54.  720 
2,653 


Professions. 


Agriculturists 

Apothecaries  . . . . 

Architects 

Bakers 

Barbers  

Blacksmiths 

Bookbinders 

Bricklayers 

Brickmakers.   . . . 
Cabinetmakers. . . 

Calkers 

Carpenters 

Clerks  

Coachmen 

Cooks 

Coopers 

Countermen 

Daily  laborers 

Designers 

Doctors 

Dyers 

Engineers 

Engine  drivers.. . 

Engravers 

^"'sherroen 

'umiture  makers 

hardeners 

Gilders 

Glove  makers  . . . 

Haiiers 

Joiners 

J-"hographers 

*'echanics 

^iillers 

^'iners 

J'isicians 


ainters. 


^[jarmaceutists 
{[noiographers . 

Printers 

Saddlers  

Wers 

^men 

^^stresses . .  . 
School-teachers 
^oemakers  . . . 
Jhopkeepers . . . 

Singers 

Jokers 


1896. 


58,  388 
II 

3 

74 
92 

527 

26 

2.243 

158 

59 
23 

886 

1.572 

49 
461 

87 

581 

15.983 
22 

21 

27 

9 

87 
16 

59 

34 

246 

44 

38 

64 

28 

16 
80 

85 
418 

226 

42 

19 
32 

18 

53 

67 

165 

2,983 


687 
2, 128 

86 

307 


1895. 


32.941 

16 

6 

66 

54 
322 

19 

917 

46 

43 

19 

634 

839 

46 

308 

74 
204 

8,988 

II 

9 
19 

5 

75 
8 

34 

17 

102 

36 

17 
31 
19 
4 
64 
52 

309 

81 

29 
10 

16 

II 

47 
32 
96 

1,498 


276 

1,123 
96 

2X1 


1894. 


30, 


I 


915 

9 
3 

58 

41 
231 

32- 

802 

58 

14 

12 

533 
722 

54 
222 

32 

"3 

6,982 

8 
II 
16 

3 

28 

10 

19 

41 

91 

19 
21 

40 

34 
17 
97 
38 
218 

74 
18 

15 

17 

9 

33 
28 

158 

I.  391 
12 

198 

895 

73 
147 
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Stonecutters. .. . 
Stone  masons. . . 

Surveyors 

Tailors 

Tanners 

Tinkers 

Tinsmiths 

Turners 

Typesetters 

Vine  cultivators. 
Watchmakers. . . 

Weavers 

Of  no  profession 


Professions. 


Total. 


X896. 


496 

9 

582 

161 


62 

42 


150 


105 
11,717 


1895- 


141 

15 

5 
2i8 

147 
17 

87 
38 


124 


87 
10, 467 


102,673  I      61,226 


1894. 


187 


2 
192 

139 
!«; 

79 
22 

17 
47 
14 
71 
9.314 


54.  720 


BOLIVIA. 

EXTENSION    OF   TRADE   WITH   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

In  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Director  of  the  Bureau 
on  the  subject  of  the  general  extension  of  trade  between  Bolivia 
and  the  United  States,  and  the  efforts  being  made  by  the  Bureau 
to  that  end,  Sefior  Don  Luis  Paz,  Minister  of  the  former  country 
to  the  United  States,  says: 


"  Many  efforts  have  been  made  to  create  a  trade  in  Bolivia  for 
the  manufactures  of  North  America,  and  the  stumbling  blocks 
encountered  have  been  lack  of  direct  communication  and  bank- 
ing relations.  The  greater  part  of  the  cotton  goods  consumed  in 
Bolivia  come  originally  from  North  America,  though  purchased 
in  Europe,  ovi^ing  to  the  advantages  offered  by  direct  transporta- 
tion to  Buenos  Ayres  or  the  Pacific  ports  and  to  the  facilities  for 
placing  funds.  It  would  be  wise  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment and  of  the  American  industrial  ranks  to  these  essential 
points  in  commercial  relations. 

I  have  endeavored  to  interest  my  Government  and  my  country 
to  the  end  that  they  may  open  up  industrial  and  commercial  cur- 
rents with  North  America,  which  can  advantageously  compete  with 
Europe  in  many  articles.  With  this  end  in  view,  I  have  made 
extended  reports  respecting  the  means  of  making  known  our 
sources  of  production  and  wealth  through  the  Bureau  of  American 
Republics,  and  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museums." 


* 


* 
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BRAZIL. 

IMMIGRATION  IN  1896. 

The  last  report  of  the  consul-general  of  the  Netherlands  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro  states,  that,  during  1896, 99,379  immigrants  arrived 
at  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  58,579  at  the  port  of  Santos, 
making  a  total  of  157,948  immigrants  for  the  year.  The  nation- 
alities were  as  below : 

Italians 96,324 

Spaniards 24,  153 

Ponuguese 22,  299 

Austrians 8,  365 

Gennans i,  070 

Russians 562 

North  Americans 471 

French 328 

Swiss ..    153 

English 63 

Danish 55 

Belgians 22 

Dutch 7 

Other  nationalities i,  046 

This  report  refers  only  to  the  ports  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  San- 
tos, and  does  not  include  the  arrivals  at  the  other  ports  of  Brazil, 
especially  those  on  the  Amazon  where  recently  a  regular  immi- 
gration service  has  been  established. 

RAILROADS  IN  SOUTHERN  BRAZIL. 

The  following  item  relative  to  the  extension  of  the  railway 
system  in  the  southern  part  of  Brazil  appeared  in  Le  Bresil, 
of  Paris,  of  the  26th  of  December,  1897: 

'•On  the  15th  of  November  the  station  of  Carasinho  on  the 
railroad  from  Santa  Maria  to  Uruguay,  belonging  to  the  Brazilian 
Southwestern  Railroad  Company,  was  inaugurated,  and  forms  a 
part  of  the  concession  of  Itarare  to  Santa  Maria  da  Bocca  do 
Monte  and  its  branches,  and  is  divided  between  two  companies — 
one  Brazilian,  from  SSo  Paulo  to  Rio  Grande,  which  constructs 
the  railroads  of  the  State  of  Parana,  and  the  other  Belgian, 
known  as  the  Brazilian  Southwestern  Railroad  Company,  which 
constructs  the  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  railroads.     Of  the  lines  of  the 
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latter  company,  299  kilometers  are  already  in  operation,  of  which 
160  kilometers  extend  from  Santa  Maria  to  Cruz  Alta,  and 
139  from  Cruz  Alta  to  the  new  station  of  Carasinho.  Before  the 
end  of  the  year  (1897)  the  station  of  Passo  Fundo  will  be 
inaugurated  within  54^  kilometers  of  the  Carasinho  station ;  this 
will  increase  the  length  of  the  lines  in  operation  to  ^S3%  kilometers. 
On  the  other  side,  the  lines  of  the  SSo  Paulo  and  the  Rio  Grande 
Company  are  very  far  advanced.  The  roadbed  is  almost  finished 
on  an  extension  of  96  kilometers  to  the  north  of  Ponta  Grossa, 
and  very  well  advanced  for  a  distance  of  150  kilometers  to  the 
south  of  that  point.  The  work  of  laying  the  rails  is  progressing 
rapidly. 

The  concession  of  Itarare  is  one  which  has  given  the  best 
practical  results.  The  work  was  begun  in  1890,  and  up  to  tKc 
present  time  nearly  560  kilometers  have  been  constructed,  bein.g 
about  80  kilometers  a  year." 

NEW  CAPITAL  OF  MINAS  GERAES. 

Bello  Horizonte  was  inaugurated  as  the  capital  of  the  State  of 
Minas  Geraes  on  the   I2th  of  December  last,  with  the  formal- 
ities due  the  occasion.     The  ceremony  was  attended  by  all  the 
officials  and  leading  citizens  of  the  State.     The  governor  formally 
signed  the  decree  removing  the  capital  from  Ouro  Preto. 

The  following  brief  description  of  the  new  capital  is  taken 
from  the  Jornal  do  Commercio  of  Rio:    "The  city  of  Bello 
Horizonte  is  situated  in  a  large  and  beautiful  plain,  bounded  by 
four  low  hills,  and  partly  inclosed  by  the  chain  of  Curral  d'El-Rei 
mountains  and  divided  by  a  small  stream  called  Arrudas,  and  its 
tributaries.     The  city  contains  thirty-eight  public  buildings,  th^ 
most  conspicuous   being  the   Capitol,  yet  unfinished,  the  foa^ 
departments  of  the   Interior,  Treasury,  Agriculture,  and  Police  » 
the  Government  Printing  Office,  the  Hall  of  the  Circuit  Cour^ 
the  Gymnasium,  and  the  electric  powerhouse;  the  Church  of  tt^^ 
Rosary,  residences  of  the  several  Secretaries  and  Chiefs  of  Bureaus- ^ 
the  railway  station   and   a  large  number  of  houses  of  modc^ 
design.     The  total  population  at  present  is  about  1 2,000. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  features  of  the  city  is  a  central  pa^^^ 
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which   contains   178  acres.     The  streets,  which  are  straight  and 

have  a  width  of  65  feet,  are  intersected  by  avenues  114  feet  wide. 

The  principal  avenue  is  that  of  AfFonso  Penna,  162  feet  wide  and 

347  yards  long.     The  city  has  abundant  water  supply  and  is 

lighted  by  electricity,  which   was  inaugurated  on  the    nth  of 

December. 

The  expense  to  the  State  involved  in  the  removal  of  the  capi- 
tal from  its  old  location  to  the  present  one,  and  the  cost  of  the  new 
buildings  in  connection  with  the  construction  of  the  branch  rail- 
road, called  Bello  Horizonte,  have  up  to  the  present  time  amounted 
to  $11,000,000." 


BRITISH  HONDURAS. 

TRADE  OPPORTUNITIES. 

In  a  report  to  the  Department  of  State,  which  is  published  in 
^11  in  the  United  States  Consular  Reports  for  February,  Consul 
Albert  E.  Morlan  states  that  the  municipality  of  Belize,  British 
Honduras,  is  considering  the  question  of  supplying  that  city  with 
^complete  outfit  for  extinguishing  fires.  In  substance  the  report 
^ys  that  the  requisition  may  include  at  least  two  steam  fire 
<^ngines,  with  necessary  hose,  trucks,  ladders,  etc.,  also  a  water 
tower,  with  mains  and  hydrants  through  the  principal  streets. 
Parties  desiring  to  look  into  the  malfter  may  communicate  with 
Ae  United  States  Consul,  who  will  present  their  bids,  etc.,  to  the 
proper  authorities. 

In  speaking  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  British  Hon- 
duras, Consul  Morlan  says  that  the  United  States  leads  or  has  a 
"Monopoly  in  most  lines,  but  that  owing  to  the  active  efforts  made 
">'  the  Anglo-Swiss  and  Nestle's  milk  companies,  the  United  States 
^>lt,  though  considered  superior,  has  been  almost  crowded  out  of 
*c  market  He  suggests  that  business  men  desiring  to  extend 
tncir  operations  in  that  country  should  combine  in  establishing  a 
"vc  agency  at  Belize.  There  is  room  for  developing  a  business 
^n  milk,  aerated  waters,  clothing,  cotton  goods,  drugs,  earthenware 
^^  glassware,  hardware  and  cutlery,  hats,  paints,  provisions,  bis- 
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cuits  in  tins,  rope  and  twine,  saddlery  and  harness,  shot  and  ammu- 
nition, silks,  woolen  goods,  beer  and  porter,  candles,  gunpowder, 
oils  (other  than  mineral),  soap,  spirits  and  wines,  bricks,  rice,  and 
salt. 


CHILE. 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1896. 

The  Estadistica  Comercial,  giving  in  official  form  the  foreign 
and  coastwise  trade  of  Chile  in  the  year  1896,  has  just  been 
received  by  the  Bureau.  From  this  valuable  and  comprehensive 
report  the  following  summary  is  made.  In  the  computations  the 
dollar  is  reckoned  at  38  pence  (76  cents  gold).  The  imports  sub- 
ject to  duty  are  based  on  the  valuation  established  by  the  customs 
tariff,  while  those  free  of  duty  are  rated  at  their  invoice  values. 
The  value  of  the  exports  is  calculated  on  the  current  market 
prices. 

The  statistics  are  divided  into  two  general  heads,  "  Coraercio 
General "  and  "  Comercio  Especial."  Under  the  former  head  is 
included  all  goods  brought  into  the  country,  whether  for  domestic 
consumption  or  for  reshipment,  and  all  articles  exported,  including 
those  in  transit.  Under  the  second  head  is  classed  all  importa- 
tions intended  for  home  consumption  and  all  exportations  of  home 
manufacture,  and  such  manufactures  of  foreign  origin  as  are  taken 
out  of  bond  for  reshipment. 

The  first  table  given  below,  that  of  the  "  Comercio  General," 
shows  the  total  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  republic 
for  1896  compared  with  1895  and  the  increase  and  decrease  cor- 
responding thereto.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  there  is  a 
net  decrease  in  the  foreign  trade  amounting  to  $13,278,CX)0. 

The  second  table  gives  the  figures  of  the  "  Comercio  Especial," 
and  shows  a  gain  of  $6,315,785  for  1896,*  the  greatest  increase 
recorded  in  the  statistical  annals  of  the  republic. 
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1895. 

1896. 

1896. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Comercio  General: 

Imports 

$83,  856,  789 
76,  244.  441 

$68,464,717 
78,358.612 

$15,592,  172 

Exports 

$2,114,171 

Total 

160,  loi,  230 

146,823,229       2.  114,  171 

15.392,172 

Comercio  Especial: 

•  Imports 

Exports 

69,  206,  552 
72,  919,  882 

j 
74.082,805       4,876,253 
74.359.414  1     1.439.532 

Total 

142.126,434 

X48, 442,  219 

6,315.785 

The  "Comercio  de  Transitu,"  or  reexportation  trade,  shows  a 
gain  of  $514,639  for  1896;  the  coastwise  trade,  on  the  other  hand, 
shows  a  gross  falling  off  of  $36,219,204  as  compared  with  1895. 

In  the  table  below  is  shown  the  value  of  importations  by  coun- 
tries, by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  imports  from  the  United 
States  increased  $2,227,551  : 


Conntries. 


1895. 


Great  Britain '$32, 

Germany !  17, 

United  States I     4, 

Peru '     4. 


Argentina. .... 

France 

Australia 

Uruguay 

Italy 

India 

Spain 

Belgium 

China 

Ecuador  

Brazil 

Paraguay 

PolTnesia . 

Colombia 

Costa  Rica 

Sweden 

Guatemala  . . . . 

Holland 

Bolivia 

Portugal    

Switzerland  — 
Whale  Fishery 


Total 


Increase  in  1S96,  $4,816,253. 

Bull.  No.  8 2 


5. 
I. 


086, 959 
299, 039 

579.  614 
456,  388 

141.  351 
644,  059 

680, 479 
498,  443 
539.  790 
593,  575 
361,438 
208,  283 

157.  538 
172,  685 
301,006 

230. 141 
3.  108 

99.307 
80,064 


1896. 


3.854 

48 

18 

250 

4,610 

64.  405 


$30,  249, 002 
20, 080,  943 
6,  807,  165 

4.  397.  230 

4,  105,  244 

2,834,216 

I,  522,  293 

711,641 

692,  534 

557.  530 

469.  753 

330.  925 

284,  668 

197.  388 
186,  622 
182,450 
168,  024 
130,  092 

97,213 
20,  360 

10,  391 
570 
250 

130 


1896. 


Increase. 


69,  206,  552 


........ 

$2,781, 

904 

2,  227, 

551 

1,190. 

157 

841. 

814 

213, 

198 

152, 

744 

loS, 

316 

122, 

542 

127. 

130 

24, 

703 

46, 171 


74,  082,  805 


164,  916 

30.  785 

17.  149 
20,  360 

6,537 
522 

232 


8.  030,  559 


Decrease. 


$1,837,957 


59.  158 
1,036,107 


36.  045 


114,  384 
47.691 


120 

4,  610 

18, 234 


3,  154,306 
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The  per  cent  of  imports  from  the  leading  countries  figures  as 
follows  : 

Great  Britain 40. 83 

Germany 27. 10 

United  States 9. 18 

Peru , 5. 93 

Argentina 5.  54 

France 3.  82 

Australia 2. 05 

As  shown  above  the  total  value  of  exports,  exclusive  of  the 
in  transitu  trade,  amounted  to  $74,359,414,  divided  under  the  fol- 
lowing general  heads : 

Mining  products $6i,  322, 833 

Agricultural  products 11, 124^  379 

Manufactured  articles 54, 922 

Miscellaneous 105, 409 

Specie 768, 012 

Total 73,  385, 645 

Foreign  duty-paid  articles 412^  827 

Foreign  specie 560, 942 

Total 74,  359, 424 

As  compared  with  the  preceding  year  there  is  a  gain  of 
$1,439,532.  An  analysis  of  the  items  shows  an  increase  of 
mining  products  to  the  amount  of  $1,146,342,  in  agricultural 
products  $1,769,226,  and  in  manufactured  articles  $1,964.  The 
following  items  show  a  falling  off  in  1896  as  compared  with 
1895:  Miscellaneous,  $105,188;  specie,  $703,478;  foreign  articles 
paying  duty,  $147,790;  and  foreign  specie,  $521,544.  Nitrate 
exhibits  a  decrease  of  $1,596,843,  coal  $126,667,  and  gold 
$98,758. 

The  volume  of  Commercial  Statistics  under  review  contains, 
in  addition  to  the  general  trade  of  1896,  a  synopsis  of  the  trade 
of  the  republic  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  1897  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  1896.  The  total  value  of  the 
trade  of  the  first  half  of  1897  amounted  to  $59,003,284,  com- 
pared with  $77,099,201  in  the  first  six  months  of  1896.  The. 
imports  of  1897  figure  for  $32,032,677,  a  decrease  of  $5,997,883 
as  compared  with  1896.  The  value  of  exports  in  1897  was 
$26,970,607,  a  falling  off  of  $12,098,034  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  of  1896. 
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COSTA  RICA. 

FINANCIAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

The  Bureau  has  received  from  Sefior  Manuel  Arag6n,  Di- 
rector General  of  Statistics,  several  official  documents  containing 
interesting  data  relative  to  the  commercial  interests  of  Costa  Rica. 
From  these  the  following  facts  are  obtained : 

The  population  has  been  steadily  increasing  during  the  last 
fourteen  years.  The  general  census  of  1882-83  gave  the  number 
of  inhabitants  as  182,528;  that  of  1895-96  as  285,003.  The 
estimate  of  the  population,  made  March  31,  1897,  gives  the 
population  as  294,941.  These  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  last 
fourteen  years  of  112,413.  During  the  fiscal  year  1895-96  the 
circulation  of  national  paper  money  was  reduced  to  $2,764,  and 
that  of  the  war  certificates  to  $98,669.  This  has  been  further 
reduced,  so  that  on  March  31,  1897,  there  was  no  national  paper 
monev  in  circulation,  and  the  war  certificates  had  decreased  to 
$79,155.75.  The  internal  4^bt  on  the  same  date  amounted 
to  $1,1 17,000. 

The  circulating  medium  of  the  country  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year  189  5-96  amounted  to  $20.08  per  capita  of  the  population. 
The  monetary  unit  is  now  the  "colon,"  a  gold  coin  of  778  milli- 
grammes, having  a  fineness  of  900  millesimals,  and  is  equivalent 
in  United  States  gold  to  ^6%  cents.  Since  the  decree  of  October 
24, 1896,  which  established  the  gold  standard,  silver  coin  has  been 
used  merely  as  subsidiary  currency. 

The  production  and  exportation  of  coffee  is  the  principal  busi- 
ness of  the  republic.  The  reports  fi-om  the  Department  of  National 
Statistics  show  that  in  the  first  six  months  of  1897,  the  total 
exportation  of  this  commodity  amounted  to  $4,666,160,  gold. 
For  the  same  period,  bananas  were  exported  to  the  amount  of 
$225,267.50 ;  woods,  $262,862.64,  and  other  articles  to  the  value 
of  $47,676.19.  Of  these  total  exports  Great  Britain  took 
$2,770,1916,  the  United  States  $1,359,470,  Germany  $924,300, 
and  other  countries  $148,000.  The  total  imports  for  this  period 
amounted  to  $2,252,970. 
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The  importations  as  to  countries  were  divided  as  below: 


Countries. 


United  States  . . . 

Germany 

England 

France  

Italy 

Spain 

Belgium 

South  America  . . 

St.  Thomas 

Cuba 

Nicaragua 

Guatemala 

Salvador 

Parcels  post 

Personal  luggage 


Total 


Value  in  gold. 

Percent 

$871,  646.  91 

38.69 

357.  652.  02 

15-57 

518,833.37 

23.02 

167.  303-  77 

7.43 

83. 070.  50 

3.63 

55.154.48 

2.45 

4,  893.  50 

.22 

94.571.90 

4.20 

445.00 

.02 

20.  543.  78 

.91 

10,  739.  90 

.48 

288.06 

.01 

21.  334.  50 

.95 

44»  999.  30 

2.00 

1,493.40 

.07 

2.  252,  970.  39 

roo.oo 

The  distribution  of  the  coffee  exported  was  as  follows : 

Sacks. 

To  London 133, 676 

To  Hamburg 24, 833 

To  New  York 33, 8S7 

To  California 19. 946 

To  Bremen 12, 373 

To  Bordeaux 5.827 

To  other  countries i,  36a 


GUATEMALA. 


FINANCIAL    MEASURES. 


The  Department  of  State  has  received  from  the  Legation  i"^ 
Guatemala,  copies  of  two  decrees  relating  to  the  financial  conditio!^ 
existing  in  that  republic.  The  first  decree  is,  in  effect,  as  follo>V"^' 
Dating  from  January  i  of  the  current  year,  all  debts  recogniz^^ 
by  the  Government  shall  be  unified,  and  as  security  for  the  credito^ 
internal-debt  bonds  shall  be  issued  exchangeable  for  the  pres^^^ 
floating-debt  bonds,  three-million  bonds,  the  Exposition  boa^^ 
the  loan  by  the  banks  in  May,  the  loan  of  September,  and  tH^ 
documents  guaranteed  by  the  Central  American  Exposition. 

The  internal-debt  bonds  shall  be  issued  in  denominations  ^^* 
$100,  $500,  and  $1,000,  and  shall  bear  interest  at  12  per  centp^^ 
annum.     These  bonds  shall  be  canceled  by  trimonthly  drawing^^ 
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mmencmg  March,  1899,  in  amounts  regulated  by  the  budget; 
e  interest  will  be  paid  by  the  Bank  of  Guatemala  at  the  end  of 
ch  month  from  January,  1898.  The  floating-debt  bonds  shall 
".  exchanged  for  the  internal-debt  bonds  with  a  discount  of  half 
:  the  interest  accumulated  to  date.  Fractions  less  than  $100 
lall  bear  no  interest  and  the  Director-General  of  Accounts  shall 
isue  certificates  of  the  same.  The  bonds  of  the  internal  debt 
fitended  for  the  redemption  of  the  war  loan  of  September  shall 
►e  held  by  the  Director-General  of  Accounts  and  on  the  presenta- 
ion  of  the  canceled  documents  by  the  holders  thereof,  shall  be 
elivered  to  them. 

For  the  payment  of  this  debt  1 5  per  cent  of  the  tax  on  each 
ottle  of  spirits  sold  in  the  national  depositories  fi^om  January  I 
0  September  30,  1898,  and  after  that  date  25  per  cent  of  the  tax 
nd  5  per  cent  of  the  import  on  foreign  merchandise  shall  be  set 
ipart.  The  Bank  of  Guatemala  is  intrusted  with  the  manage- 
i^ent  of  the  internal  debt. 

The  second  decree  provides  for  the  gradual  redemption  in 
silver  of  all  outstanding  notes  issued  by  the  several  banks  of  the 
republic,  and  states  in  substance  that  considering  that  the  permis- 
sion granted  the  banks  to  suspend  payment  in  coin  ceases  gn 
January  1,  1898,  the  President  has  decided  as  follows: 

In  the  months  of  January  and  February,  1898,  notes  of  the 
denominations  of  $1  and  $5  shall  be  exchanged;  in  March,  those 
^^  $1,  $5,  $10,  and  $50 ;  in  April,  those  of  $1,  $5,  $10,  $20,  $25, 
^nd  $100;  on  May  1,  the  general  exchange  of  silver  will  be 
reestablished. 

Deposits  received  by  the  banks  after  January  1  shall  be  paid  in 
"^e  class  of  money  in  which  the  deposits  are  made,  whether  notes 
or  coin.  The  decree  of  May  2 1  is  amended,  it  being  understood 
™  notes  not  included  in  the  foregoing  gradual  change  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  legal  tender  up  to  April  30,  1898. 
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MEXICO. 

THE  MINING  LAW. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  the  mining  law  now  in  force 
in  the  Republic  of  Mexico : 

Title  I. — On  mines  and  mining  property. 

Article  i.   Mining  property  shall  be  governed  in  the  United  Mexican  States 
by  the  following  provisions,  for  the  execution  of  which  the  President,  in  use  of 
the  powers  vested  in  him  by  the  constitution,  shall  make  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Art.  2.  The  present  law  relates  both  to  mineral  substances  which  can  not  t>c 
worked,  or  taken  advantage  of,  without  a  previous  concession,  and  to  those  others 
of  the  same  nature  which  can  not  be  extracted  without  doing  some  work  capa- 
ble of  endangering  either  the  lives  of  the  laborers,  or  the  safety  and  stability  of  the 
mines  themselves,  or  of  the  soil. 

Art  3.   The  mineral  substances  which  can  not  be  worked,  or  taken  advantage 
of,  without  a  special  concession  in  each  individual  case  having  been  previously 
made — no  matter  how  they  are  found,  or  what  is  the  nature,  form,  and  situation 
of  their  respective  criaderos  or  deposits — are  the  following: 

A.  Gold;  platinum:  silver;  quicksilver;  iron,  except  the  varieties  called  ^<f 
pantano  and  de  acarreo  and  the  ochres  used  as  paints ;  lead ;  copper ;  tin,  except 
thiB  variety  known  as  de  acarreo;  zinc;  antimony;  nickel;  cobalt;  manganese; 
bismuth,  and  arsenic,  either  native  or  in  ores. 

B.  Precious  stones,  rock  salt,  sulphur. 

Art.  4.  The  owner  of  the  soil  shall  have  the  power  to  work  freely,  without 
first  obtaining  any  special  concession,  the  following-named  substances : 

Mineral  fuel,  mineral  oils  and  waters ;   rocks  and  stones  to  be  used  either  i** 
their  original  form  or  after  being  in  some  way  manufactured,  for  building  pt»^* 
poses  or  for  purposes  of  architectural  ornamentation ;  the  components  of  cn^ 
soil,  as  earth,  sand,  and  clay  of  all  kinds;  mineral  substances  which  under  tnc 
provisions  of  article  3  of  the  present  law  have  been  exempted  from  conccssi^^^ 
and  generally  all  other  substances  not  mentioned  in  the  same  article. 

The  excavations,  whether  superficial  or  subterraneous,  which  may  be  requires 
for  the  proper  working  or  taking  advantage  of  the  substances  to  which  the  pr^' 
ent  article  refers,  shall  be  subject,  however,  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  sh*** 
be  enacted  for  the  purposes  of  police  and  for  the  safety  of  the  mines  themselv^^- 

Art.  5.  The  title  of  all  mining  property  already  legally  acquired,  or  whi<^^ 
may  be  acquired  under  the  provisions  of  the  present  law,  shall  be  perpetual  an^ 
irrevocable,  provided  that  the  federal  tax,  presently  to  be  established  by  lav*''^ 
on  the  property  of  this  kind  is  duly  paid. 

Art.  6.  The  direct  title  or  evidence  of  ownership  of  a  mine  which  ma.^ 
hereafter  be  acquired  shall  be  the  patent  issued  by  the  Department  of  Prom(^^ 
tion  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  law. 
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Ait.  7.  The  ownership  of  a  mine,  except  in  the  case  of  placers  and  superficial 
deposits,  affects  only  the  subsoil  and  not  the  soil  or  surface.  The  latter  continues 
under  the  control  of  its  owner,  except  in  such  portions  thereof  as,  in  the  cases 
and  under  the  conditions  of  article  1 1  of  the  present  law,  are  liable  to  be  occupied 
bv  the  miner. 

AnT.  8.  The  working  of  a  mine  and  the  enjoyment  of  the  products  thereof 
shall  cease  at  its  boundary  lines.  No  miner  shall  be  allowed  to  go  beyond  these 
limits,  except  in  such  cases  as  shall  be  mentioned  by  the  rules,  and  provided  that 
the  ground  is  free  and  an  application  has  been  previously  made  for  the  extension 
of  the  concession. 

The  consent  of  the  owner  shall  be  absolutely  required  whenever  private  prop- 
erty is  to  be  entered,  except  in  cases  of  legal  easements. 

Art.  9.  The  water  which  by  virtue  of  underground  works  at  the  mines  shall 
be  carried  to  the  surface  shall  belong  to  the  miner ;  but  he  shall  have  to  abide  in 
all  cases  by  the  general  provbions  of  law  as  far  as  the  rights  of  the  owners  of  the 
soil  through  which  it  may  be  caused  to  flow  are  concerned. 

Art.  10.  All  works  required  to  put  placers  and  mines  in  proper  operation 
shall  be  deemed  of  public  utility,  and  as  such  they  shall  entitle  the  miner  to  secure 
possession,  by  condemnation  proceedings,  of  all  the  private  ground  which  may 
be  needed. 

Art.  11.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  parties  in  whose  favor  a  mine  has  been 
granted  to  enter  into  arrangements  with  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  soil,  or  sur- 
face, for  the  occupation  and  use  of  such  part  of  the  same  as  may  be  needed  either 
for  the  proper  working  of  the  placers  or  superficial  deposits,  or  for  the  construc- 
tion of  buildings  or  other  dependencies  of  the  mines.  But  if  no  agreement  can 
be  reached,  cither  as  to  the  extent  of  the  ground  to  be  used  or  to  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  it,  proceedings  of  condemnation  shall  then  be  instituted  before  the  court 
of  first  instance  of  the  locality.  The  course  of  these  proceedings  shall  be,  until 
otherwise  provided  by  the  rules  now  in  course  of  study  and  preparation  for  the 
proper  enforcement  of  Article  27  of  the  constitution,  the  following: 

I.  Each  party  shall  appoint  an  appraiser,  and  both  appraisers  shall  submit  to 
the  court  within  eight  days,  to  be  counted  from  the  day  in  which  they  accepted 
the  appointment,  the  result  of  their  work.  If  their  valuations  disagree,  the 
court  shall  refer  the  matter  to  an  umpire,  who  shall  give  his  opinion  also  within 
eight  days  subsequent  to  his  appointment.  Upon  the  opinion  of  the  appraisers 
or  the  umpire,  and  the  evidence  submitted  by  each  party  before  the  opinion  is 
given,  the  court  shall  fix  both  the  area  or  extent  to  be  occupied  and  the  amcfunt 
of  the  indemnification.  This  decision  shall  be  rendered  within  eight  days,  and 
BO  remedy  shall  be  given  against  it,  except  through  impeachment. 

n.  If  the  owner  of  the  land  docs  not  appoint  an  appraiser  within  eight  days 
subsequent  to  the  notice  given  him  to  that  effect  by  the  ?ourt,  the  court  itself 
shall  make  the  appointment,  and  the  appraiser  thus  named  shall  represent  the 
interests  of  the  owner. 

III.  If  the  owner  of  the  land  to  be  condemned  is  not  known,  or  if  the  title 
to  the  same  is  not  clear,  the  indemnification  shall  be  fixed  upon  the  appraise- 
ments made  by  an  expert  appointed  by  the  miner  and  another  expert  appointed 
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by  the  court,  and  the  amount  thus  awarded  shall  be  deposited  to  the  order  of 
whomsoever  may  result  to  be  the  lawful  owner. 

IV.  The  appraisers  or  experts  shall  take  as  a  basis  for  their  appraisement  the 
value  of  the  ground;  the  injury  directly  done  to  the  property,  and  the  easements 
which  exist  upon  it. 

Art.  12.  Mining  properties,  as  well  as  all  other  properties  bordering  upon 
them,  shall  respectively  either  enjoy  or  suffer  the  easements  of  way,  aqueduct, 
drainage,  and  ventilation,  and  the  said  easements  shall  be  subject,  as  far  as  the 
declaration  of  their  existence  and  the  indemnification  to  be  paid  for  them  is 
concerned,  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  or  of  the  Federal  District,  or  Territories  in 
which  the  property  is  situated,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  following  rules  : 

I.  The  legal  easement  of  drainage  consists  not  only  in  the  duty  on  the  part 
of  the  owner  of  a  piece  of  land,  as  provided  by  Article  21  of  the  present  law, 
to  indemnify  the  owner  of  another  piece  of  land  for  the  damages  he  may  sustain 
out  of  the  action  of  the  former  in  keeping  the  underground  works  undrained,  or 
insufficiently  drained,  thus  causing  the  water  to  go  from  one  place  to  another, 
but  also  in  the  duty  of  all  owners  of  mining  properties  to  allow  socavones,  or 
countermines  or  galleries,  to  be  made  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  securing  the 
drainage  of  one  or  more  mines. 

II.  Galleries  for  draining  purposes,  unless  made  under  the  agreements  author- 
ized by  Article  23  of  the  present  law,  shall  be  made  or  undertaken  only  by  the 
owner  or  owners  of  properti6s  for  the  preservation  of  which  the  said  galleries 
are  of  absolute  necessity. 

III.  In  the  case  provided  for  by  the  preceding  clause  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  owners  of  all  the  properties  benefited  by  the  socavon,  or  gallery,  to  pay  the 
proper  indemnification,  the  amount  thereof  to  be  fixed  in  proportion  to  the  ben- 
efit received  and  to  the  nature  and  state  or  condition  of  the  mine. 

IV.  The  perforation  of  the  socavones,  or  galleries,  shall  not  be  undertaken 
until  after  a  permit  to  that  effect  has  been  given  by  the  Secretary  of  Promotion, 
and  the  Secretary  of  Promotion  shall  not  issue  it  except  upon  a  report  of  the  min- 
ing agent  of  the  district,  and  upon  the  proper  examination  and  approval  of  the 
plans  of  the  work,  showing  especially  the  course  and  inclination  of  the  gallery. 

V.  The  metal  available  which  may  be  found  in  making  the  socavon,  or  gallery, 
shall  be,  if  found  in  a  mining  property  already  legally  granted,  the  exclusive 
property  of  the  grantee ;  but  if  found  in  free  ground  it  shall  be  divided  among 
the  owners  of  the  mines  which  have  been  benefited  by  the  work,  this  division 
to  be  made  in  such  a  relative  proportion  as  established  in  Clause  III  of  this  Article. 

VI.  If,  upon  excavating  a  draining  gallery,  or  socavon,  through  free  ground 
one  or  more  veins  are  found,  and  application  is  made  in  due  form  to  obtain  the 
concession  thereof,  then  and  in  that  case  the  provisions  of  article  14  and  the 
following  up  to  17  of*  the  present  law  shall  be  complied  with,  and  the  makers 
of  the  excavation  or  gallery  shall  be  deemed  for  the  purposes  and  effects  of  the 
last  part  of  article  13  to  be  explorers. 

VII.  As  soon  as  the  permit  referred  to  in  Clause  IV  of  this  article  is  issued 
by  the  Secretary  of  Promotion,  no  other  person  than  those  who  according  to  its 
text  are  benefited  by  the  work  shall  be  considered  as  makers  of  the  excavation, 
unless  otherwise  provided  by  special  agreement. 
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^III.  The  owners  of  the  mining  properties  through  which  the  gallery,  01 
won,  is  to  be  excavated  shall  be  entitled,  as  long  as  the  work  is  in  process 
construction,  to  watch  by  means  of  inspectors,  or  inter ventores  appointed 
thesi,  that  the  excavations  are  properly  made,  and  to  report  to  the  mining 
nt  of  the  district,  or  to  the  court,  as  the  case  may  be,  any  violation  of  the 
f  if  committed. 

IX.  In  all  the  places  in  which  a  gallery,  or  socavon,  which  has  been  excavated 
:  draining  purposes  meets  another  gallery  intended  for  regular  mining  work,  the 
mmunication  between  the  two  shall  be  obstructed  and  prevented  by  means  of 
ilings. 

X.  No  gallery,  or  socavon,  intended  for  draining  purposes  shall  ever  be  used 
r  other  purposes,  except  upon  unanimous  consent  of  the  interested  parties, 
itncssed  by  public  deed,  which,  under  penalty  of  nullity,  shall  contain  a  state- 
ent  of  all  the  agreements  made  relating  to  the  transit  or  passage  from  one  min- 
g  property  to  another,  as  referred  to  in  Clause  IX  of  this  Article. 

XL  All  new  mines  worked  in  places  where  a  general  gallery  or  socavon  has 
«n  excavated  for  draining  purposes  to  the  benefit  of  all,  shall  be  subject  in  this 
spcct  to  the  provisions  of  clauses  III,  VII,  VIII,  IX,  and  X  of  the  present 
riicle. 

XII.  The  legal  easement  of  ventilation  consists  in  the  duty  incumbent  upon 
1  owners  of  mining  property  to  allow  their  neighbors  to  have  such  communica- 
on  with  the  open  air  as  is  necessary,  and  can  not  be  obtained  otherwise,  except 
t  great  cost. 

XIII.  The  communication  between  adjoining  properties  for  all  other  purposes 
iffercnt  from  ventilation  shall  be  prevented  by  means  of  railings,  except  when 
•thcrwisc  provided  by  special  agreement,  witnessed  by  public  deed. 

XIV.  If  actual  ventilation  is  secured  by  some  other  work  different  from  the 
>nc  referred  to  in  Clause  XII  of  this  Article,  the  service  thereby  rendered  shall 
'0^  give  the  miner  who  made  it  any  right  to  claim  indemnification  from  the 
>*'ncrs  of  the  other  properties  ventilated,  nor  shall  said  owners  be  entitled  in 
"Cir  turn  to  claim  that  an  easement  against  the  mining  property  from  which  the 
'cntilation  proceeds  has  been  created. 

^^'  If  while  making  an  excavation  in  order  to  secure  the  accomplishment 
''  Clause  XII  of  this  Article  some  available  metal  is  found,  the  disposition 
"Crcof  shall  be  made  as  directed  in  Clauses  V,  VI,  and  VII  of  the  same. 

^  ^'^I.  Clause  IV  of  this  Article  shall  also  be  complied  with  as  far  as  applicable 
^°  ^He  case. 

'^*'II.  The  whole  expense,  both  of  constructing  the  ventilating  gallery  and 
^  "keeping  it  in  good   repair,  shall  be  to  the  exclusive  charge  of  the  applicant 

^  claims  to  have  easemen  t. 

*^^III.  For  the  creation,  in  the  future,  of  an  easement,  whether  in  favor  of 

"fining  property  or  against  it,  the  acquiescence  of  the  owner  of  the  property 

^^^^  has  to  suffer  it  shall  be  absolutely  required,  said  acquiescence  to  be  wit- 

^^^cd  by  public  deed,  and  if  not  by  a  formal  declaration  in  writing  signed  by 

"'^  owner  and  ratified  by  him  before  the  judicial  authority  of  the  locality  or  the 

^c^eiary  of  Promotion,  or  by  an  executive  decree  declaring  said  easement  to  be 

"'^^istcnce  and  assented  to  by  the  interested  parties,  or  by  judicial  sentence. 
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XIX.  If  the  owner  of  the  mining  property  in  whose  favor  the  easement  is  to 
be  created  can  not  reach  an  agreement  with  the  other  parties,  and  secure  thereby 
the  acquiescence  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  clause,  he  shall  have  the  right  to 
apply  to  the  Secretary  of  Promotion  and  ask  him  for  the  decree  to  which  reference 
has  also  been  made.  The  Secretary  of  Promotion  shall  decide  within  the  time  and 
upon  the  fulfillment  of  all  the  requisites  and  formalities  provided  for  by  the  rules 

,  which  may  be  in  force  on  the  subject  what  he  may  deem  proper ;  but  his  decision 
shall  not  be  rendered  without  first  hearing  the  opponent.  If  either  the  appli- 
cant or  the  opponent  refuses  to  assent  to  the  decree  then  issued,  the  rights  of 
both  parties  to  apply  for  a  remedy  to  the  respective  local  courts  within  the 
period  allowed  by  the  rules  shall  be  always  reserved.  The  judicial  decision  shall 
be  communicated  by  the  court  which  rendered  it  to  the  Secretary  of  Promotion. 

XX.  No  executive  decree  rendered  in  favor  of  the  applicant  and  against  the 
opponent  shall  be  executed  immediately  unless  the  applicant  gives  bond,  to 
the  Satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  Promotion,  to  indemnify  for  damages  should  the 
opponent  secure,  through  judicial  action,  the  setting  aside  of  the  decree. 

XXI.  The  provisions  of  the  three  immediately  preceding  clauses  shall  be 
applicable  to  all  the  emergencies  in  which  judicial  action  may  be  invoked  to 
antagonize  executive  orders. 

Title  II. — On  explorations  and  mining  properties  and  concessions. 

Art.  13.  Every  inhabitant  of  the  Republic  is  free  to  make,  in  lands  bclong- 
*  ing  to  the  nation,  all  such  explorations  as  may  be  conducive  to  the  discovery  o^ 
mines.     But  if  instead  of  soundings  he  makes  excavations,  the  latter  shall  not 
exceed  10  meters  in  extent,  whether  in  length  or  in  depth.     No  permission 
shall  be  required  to  make  explorations,  but  previous  notice  thereof  shall  bcgiv^n 
the  respective  authority,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  rules. 

No  explorations  can  be  made  in  land  belonging  to  private  individuals  witJi- 
out  first  obtaining  permission  from  the  owner,  or  his  lawful  represcntati'*''^ 
Should  this  permission  be  refused,  application  can  be  made  for  it  to  the  proj^^^ 
executive  authority  of  the  locality,  but  it  shall  not  be  given  except  upon  ctytR- 
pliance  with  the  formalities  of  the  rules,  and  the  filing  of  such  a  bond  as  may  ^ 
deemed  sufficient  to  indemnify  for  the  damages  which  the  exploration  may  cause 
Said  bond  shall  be  fixed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  authority,  after  having 
heard  the  owner  of  the  land  or  his  lawful  representative. 

No  explorations  shall  be  permitted  within  private  buildings  or  dependencies 
thereof  without  the  permission  of  their  owners.  Nor  shall  any  be  allow^cd 
under  any  circumstances  within  the  incorporated  limits  of  a  town  or  city,  or  ii» 
the  interior  or  the  neighborhood  of  public  buildings  and  fortifications.  The  rules 
shall  fix,  in  all  these  cases,  the  distances  at  which  the  works  of  exploration  may 
be  allowed. 

Within  the  three  months  immediately  following  the  date  of  the  notice,  or  o» 
the  owner*s  permission,  or  of  the  executive  degree  granting  it,  none  but  tK^ 
explorer  shall  be  entitled  to  the  concession  of  mining  properties  at  the  plac^ 
explored. 

Art.  14.  The  unit  of  concession,  or  mining  property  shall  be  in  the  future  i^ 
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tEc  shape  of  a  prismatic  body,  of  indefinite  depth  or  height,  having  for  its  exter- 
nal base,  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  a  horizontal  square  figure  of  100  meters 
on  each  side,  bounded  laterally  by  the  four  corresponding  vertical  planes. 

In  all  matters  of  contract  affecting  the  ownership  of  a  mine  the  unit  of  prop- 
erty, such  as  above  established,  shall  be  deemed  indivisible. 

Art.  15.  Except  in  the  case  provided  for  in  the  latter  part  of  article  13, 
concessions  shall  always  be  made  in  favor  of  the  first  applicant,  and  shall 
embrace,  if  ground  in  sufficient  quantity  is  found  free,  as  many  units  or  mining 
properties  as  the  said  applicant  may  have  asked  for.  In  all  cases  the  applicant 
must  specify  with  perfect  clearness,  and  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
the  rules  on  the  subject,  the  actual  location  to  be  given  to  the  mining  properties 
of  his  concession. 

If  it  should  happen  that  between  the  new  concessions  and  others  already  made 
some  space  of  lesser  extent  than  one  unit  has  been  left  vacant,  that  space  shall 
be  also  granted  to  the  first  applicant. 

Title  III. — On  the  manner  of  acquiring  mining  property, 

Akt.  16.  The  Department  of  Promotion  shall  appoint  in  the  States,  Territories, 
and  Federal  District  a  number  of  special  agents,  who  shall  be  subject  to  its  control 
and  authority,  before  whom  the  applications  for  mining  concessions  must  be  filed. 
These  agents  shall  be  authorized  to  charge  such  fees  as  may  be  fixed  in  a  sched- 
ule prepared  for  that  purpose  by  the  department. 

Art.  17.  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  application  the  agents  shall  enter  on  their 
respective  registry  the  day  and  hour  in  which  it  was  filed.  Immediately  after- 
wards they  shall  cause  the  application  to  be  published  and  the  mining  proper  lies 
referred  to  in  it  to  be  surveyed  by  an  engineer  or  expert  appointed  by  them ; 
and  if  no  contention  arises,  a  copy  of  the  whole  record,  together  with  the  plan 
or  map  of  the  mining  property,  shall  be  forwarded  by  them  to  the  Secretary  of 
Promotion,  who  shall  approve  the  proceedings  and  issue  the  proper  patent.  The 
rules  shall  fix  the  periods  of  time  in  which  all  these  things  must  be  done  and  the 
course  of  proceedings  to  be  followed  as  long  as  the  case  is  conducted  before 
the  agents. 

Art.  18.  As  soon  as  the  record  is  approved  and  the  patent,  or  title,  is  issued 
the  grantee  shall  enter  in  full  actual  possession  of  the  mining  property  granted 
10  him  without  further  formalities. 

Art.  19.  The  agents  of  the  Department  of  Promotion  shall  have  no  authority 
to  suspend  any  case  presented  to  them,  except  when  opposition  is  made  to  the 
concession,  and  they  shall  be  bound,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  marked  by  the 
rules,  to  forward  to  the  Secretary  of  Promotion  a  complete  copy  of  the  record, 
in  whatever  stage  or  condition  it  may  be  found.  Upon  examination  of  this  copy 
the  Secretary  of  Promotion  shall  either  dismiss  the  application  for  want  of  action 
on  the  part  of  the  applicant,  if  such  is  the  case,  or  hold  the  agent  to  be  respon- 
sible, if  the  delay  has  been  depending  upon  him.  Such  applicants  as  have  proved 
under  the  above  provision  to  be  negligent  shall  not  be  allowed  to  ask  a  second 
twnc  for  the  same  concession. 

Art.  20.  When  the  owner  of  the  soil  opposes  either  the  concession  of  the 
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mining  property  or  the  making  of  the  survey,  the  opposition  resting  on  the 
ground  that  no  deposit  of  metal  is  found  in  the  place,  the  agent  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Promotion  shall  see  whether  any  indication  of  the  existence  of  such 
deposit  can  be  discovered  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  in  any  gallery,  or 
pit  of  exploration  which  may  have  been  excavated  therein,  and  if  discovered, 
he  shall  at  once  dismiss  the  opposition. 

If  no  indication  at  all  can  be  discovered,  a  course  of  proceedings  analogous 
to  the  one  provided  for  in  article  1 1  of  this  law  shall  be  pursued  by  the  parties, 
and  the  respective  court  shall  decide  whether  the  concession  is  to  be  refused  or 
granted.  And  appeal  shall  be  allowed  against  that  decision,  and  the  result 
thereof  shall  be  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  Promotion. 

Art.  21.  The  agents  of  the  Department  of  Promotion  will  suspend  proceed- 
ings in  case  an  objection  is  filed,  and  forward  the  record  to  the  local  judge  of 
the  first  instance  for  the  proper  judicial  inquiry.  The  judicial  authority  must 
notify  the  Department  of  Promotion  of  its  decision. 

Title  IV. — General  provisions. 

Art.  22.   The  working  of  the  mines,  whether  of  the  class  which  under  the 
provisions  of  the  present  law  require  government  concessions,  or  of  the  class 
which  belong  to   the  owner  of  the  soil,  shall  always  be  made  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  of  police  and  other  rules  enacted  for  the  preservation  and  safety 
.   of  the  mining  properties.      In  all  other  respects  the  owners  of  said  proper- 
ties shall  enjoy  complete  liberty  of  industrial  action  and  shall  be  allowed  to 
work  their  mines  in   the  manner  which  may  be  more  suitable  to   them,  or   to 
hasten,  delay,  or  suspend  the  labors,  employ  the  number  of  laborers  which  th^' 
may  deem  best,  or  concentrate  their  efforts  in  one  place  with  preference  to  oth^^- 
They  shall  also  be  free  to  adopt  such  methods  for  the  extraction  of  the  ores  i'*^" 
the  drainage  and  ventilation  of  the  mines  as  they  may  deem  most  suitable      tc 
their  own  interests  and  purposes.      But  the  owners  shall  be  in  all  cases  respc^"' 
sible  for  such  accidents  occurring  in  their  mines  as  may  result  from  impcrf*^^^ 
work,  and  shall  be  bound  to  indemnify  such  damages  as  may  be  caused  to  ot  h»^' 
properties  for  lack  of  proper  draining  or  for  other  reasons. 

Art.  23.  When  socavons,  or  draining  galleries,  are  to  be  undertaken  in  sotn^ 
locality  in  order  to  give  impulse  to  the  mining  industry,  the  construction  of  the 
same  shall  be  a  matter  of  contract  among  the  interested  parties. 

Art.  24.   All  mining  companies  shall  be  organized  under  the  provisions  of  the 
code  of  commerce,  which  shall  be  their  law  in  every  respect. 

Art.  25.   The  contract  thus  far  known  by  the  name  of  avio  (loan  of  money 
to  work  a  mine)  shall  in  the  future  have  the  character  either  of  a  partnership* 
in  which  case  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  article  shall  be  complied  with,  o' 
of  a  mortgage.     Mortgages  in  mining  matters  can  be  given  and  constituted  freely* 
with  no  other  formalities  than  those  set  forth  in  the  civil  code  of  the  Fcder^* 
District,  but  the  indivisibility  of  the  unit  of  mining  property,  fixed  by  article 
14  of  the  present  law,  shall  be  always  taken  into  account.     As  to  the  recordiriS 
of  these  mortgages,  the  provisions  of  the  code  of  commerce  shall  also  be  compli^^ 
with,  and  for  that  purpose  a  special  book  or  registry  shall  be  open  for  the  minii^^ 
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transactions.  The  mortgagee  shall  always  have  the  right  to  pay  the  tax  to 
which  article  5  of  the  present  law  refers,  and  by  so  doing  he  will  acquire  pref- 
erence against  the  owner  of  the  mine,  and  even  against  his  own  mortgage  for 
the  reimbursement  of  the  said  tax. 

AiT.  26.  The  amount  represented  by  the  mortgage  can  be  divided  in  bonds, 
payable  either  to  bearer  or  to  order.  This  can  be  done  either  by  the  same 
original  deed  of  mortgage  or  by  a  subsequent  document.  In  all  cases  proper 
provisions  shall  be  made  in  order  to  give  the  bondholders  a  common  representa- 
tive; and  these  provisions,  as  well  as  a  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  the 
debt  due,  the  terms  of  payment,  and  the  guarantees  or  securities,  shall  be  printed 
in  the  bonds. 

No  action  shall  ever  be  taken  by  a  bondholder  against  the  debtor,  or  the 
mortgaged  property,  except  through  the  common  representative  of  all  of  them. 
The  acts  of  said  representative,  in  so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  creditors  are  con- 
cerned, shall  be  binding  on  all. 

Art.  27.  All  questions  of  law  which  may  occur  in  mining  matters  shall  be 
determined  in  the  Federal  District  and  Territories,  and  in  each  State,  by  the 
courts  which  are  of  competent  jurisdiction,  according  to  the  code  of  commerce; 
and  in  the  determination  of  said  cases  said  courts  shall  be  guided  by  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  9,  title  1,  chapter  4  of  said  code,  taking  the  ground  that 
the  first  expense  referred  to  in  clause  2,  article  1030  of  the  same  is  the  payment 
of  the  tax. 

Art.  28.  The  new  tax  to  be  levied  on  mining  property,  except  in  such  cases 
as  under  the  concession  the  said  property  is  exempted  from  taxation,  shall  be 
federal  in  its  character  and  therefore  it  shall  be  regulated  by  federal  law.  The 
provisions  of  the  law  of  June  6,  1887,  shall  be  enforced  in  regard  to  all  other 
dues  and  charges  to  which  mining  property  is  now  subject. 

Art.  29.  The  failure  to  pay  the  federal  tax  above  referred  to  subsequent  to 
the  promulgation  of  the  present  law,  shall  be  subject,  however,  to  the  provisions 
and  rules  of  proceedings  of  the  new  law  which  creates  said  tax,  the  only  cause 

of  forfeiture  of  the  mining  concessions,  and  shall  therefore  render  the  mines  and 
mining  property  subject  to  be  granted  anew  by  the  government,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  law,  to  the  first  applicant. 

Art.  30.  The  cognizance  of  everything  connected  with  the  mining  business 
shall  belong  to  the  Department  of  Promotion,  Colonization,  and  Industry,  whose 
head  shall  have  authority  to  take  all  the  steps  deemed  to  be  advisable  to  promote 
the  raining  industry  and  secure  the  enforcement  of  this  law.  The  same  depart- 
ment shall  appoint  as  many  mining  engineer  inspectors  of  mines  as  may  be 
necessary,  who  shall  visit  the  mines  and  mining  establishments,  make  studies 
and  surveys  and  do  whatever  professional  service  may  be  required  from  them. 

Art.  31.  The  Executive  Department  of  the  Government  shall  fix,  subject  to 
article  21  of  the  federal  constitution,  the  penalties  to  be  incurred  by  the  viola- 
lion  of  the  present  law  or  of  the  rules  made  for  its  execution. 

The  cognizance  of  all  official  offenses  committed  in  this  respect  by  agents  of 
the  Department  of  Promotion  lall  belong  to  the  district  courts  of  the  respective 
localities. 
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The  cognizance  of  all  common  offenses  committed  in  the  mines  shall  belong 
to  the  ordinary  courts  of  the  respective  localities;  but  the  federal  executive 
authorities  shall  retain  in  all  cases  the  right  to  impose  such  fines  and  other  pen- 
alties as  may  be  established  by  law. 

Art.  32.  Everything  relative  to  the  smelting  and  reducing  works  and  to  other 
similar  establishments  shall  be  governed  by  the  provisions  made  on  the  subject 
by  the  general  legislation,  and  as  far  as  taxation  is  concerned,  by  the  law  of  June 
6,  1887. 

Art.  33.  Such  portions  of  the  galleries  or  socavons,  made  purely  for  ventila- 
tion purposes  or  for  the  drainage  of  the  mines  or  for  facilitating  the  extraction 
of  such  ores  as  may  have  been  excavated  beyond  the  limits  of  the  mine,  shall 
be  exempted  from  the  federal  tax. 

Title  V. —  Transitory  provisions. 

Article  1.  The  cases  of  denouncement  of  mines  and  other  cases,  which  may 
not  be  terminated  at  the  time  in  which  the  present  law  shall  go  into  effect,  shall 
be  continued  and  decided  according  to  its  provisions. 

Art.  2.  All  vacant  spaces  left  between  mines  bordering  upon  each  other,  or 
between  mines  near  to  each  other,  not  denounced  at  the  time  in  which  the  pres- 
ent law  goes  into  operation,  shall  be  granted  to  the  first  applicant. 

Art.  3.  All  contracts  made  and  entered  into  by  the  Department  of  Promotion, 
colonization,  and  industry,  which  may  be  in  existence  at  the  time  when  the 
present  law  goes  into  operation,  and  whose  stipulations  are  being  actually 
carried  on,  shall  remain  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  concession,  if  so  desired 
by  the  grantees,  but  it  will  be  optional  for  the  latter,  within  one  year  subsequent 
to  the  date  in  which  the  present  law  goes  into  operation,  to  subject  them- 
selves to  the  new  legislation,  by  making  a  declaration  to  that  effect  before  the 
Secretary  of  Promotion,  and  from  that  moment  they  shall  be  exempted  from  all 
the  obligations  of  the  said  contracts,  and  all  the  sums  of  money  they  may  have 
deposited  shall  be  returned  to  them.  No  other  law  than  the  present  one,  or  the 
rules  and  regulations  relating  thereto,  shall  be  applicable  to  them  or  their  prop- 
erty, and  their  rights  of  ownership  shall  be  acquired  and  preserved  forever  upon 
the  payment  of  the  federal  tax  above  mentioned. 

Art.  4.  Mining  property  which  under  the  provisions  of  the  present  law  can 
not  be  classified  or  considered  as  such,  but  is  found  to  be  in  existence  under 
former  legislation,  and  is  actually  worked,  shall  retain  its  mining  character,  as 
well  as  its  own  dimensions,  even  if  different  from  the  ones  now  established.  But 
for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  unit  provided  for  by 
article  16  of  this  law. 

The  owners  of  these  mines  shall  have  the  right,  however,  to  ask  for  the  resur- 
vey  of  their  property,  and  for  a  new  patent  or  title. 

Art.  5.  Contracts  of  avio,  and  all  others  relative  to  mining  business  which 
may  be  in  existence  at  the  time  the  present  law  goes  into  effect,  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  their  own  stipulations  and  by  the  provisions  of  the  mining  law  in 
force  at  the  time  in  which  they  were  made  an^  entered  into.  But  it  shall  be 
indispensable  for  the  said  contracts,  in  order  to  s  ure  validity  for  any  future  act 
depending  upon  them,  to  be  registered,  as  prov   Vd  by  articles  24  and  25   of 


CI,  unless  upon  consenc  or  cne  lawiui  owner. 

Final  provision. 

irtic(e.  The  present  law  shall  go  into  effect  in  the  whole  territory  of  the 
c  on  the  ist  day  of  July,  1892,  and  on  and  after  that  date  the  mining 
November  22,  1884,  and  all  subsequent  circulars  and  provisions  on  the 
shall  be  repealed, 
le  10  of  the  law  of  June  6,  1887,  is  also  repealed. 

June  6,  JSp2,  establishing  the  federal  mining  tax  referred  to  in  the 

mining  law, 

CLE  1.  In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  new  mining  law,  a  federal 
1  be  levied  on  all  mining  property,  to  be  collected  as  follows :  A  portion 
to  be  paid  only  once,  in  official  stamps  to  be  affixed  to  all  patents  or 
r  ownership  of  the  mining  property,  and  another  portion  to  be  paid 
y  \n  2i  certain  amount  of  money  for  each  piece  of  mining  property.  For, 
poses  of  this  law  each  one  of  the  said  pieces  of  property  shall  be  under- 

0  be  the  unit  of  concession  established  by  Article  14  of  the  new  mining 
d  all  mines  existing  in  the  republic,  whether  of  ancient  or  modern  con- 
whatever  their  size  or  extent  may  be,  shall  be  measured  and  assessed 

ng  to  this  standard.  Such  fractions  of  mining  property  as  under  the 
ay  appear,  if  consisting  of  half  a  unit  or  more,  shall  pay  the  full  rate 
tion,  but  if  they  are  lesser  in  extent  than  half  an  unit  they  shall  pay 

• 

2.   All  persons  who  are  at  present,  under  whatever  title,  the  owners  or 
>rs  of  a  mine  or  mines  shall  be  bound  to  file  their  title  papers  at  any  time 

1  this  date  and  the  31st  of  October  of  the  present  year — a  period  of  time 
>hall  not  be  extended — before  such  officer  of  the  treasury  department 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in  order  that  the  said  officer  may  affix  to 
[  papers  the  stamps  named  in  the  foregoing  article  and  enter  on  his  books 
iber  of  units  constituting  each  mine,  so  as  to  determine  the  amount  to  be 
f  collected. 
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The  cancellation  of  the  stamps  shall  be  made  by  the  officer  of  the  treasury 
who  may  be  in  charge  of  this  matter,  if  they  are  affixed  to  patents  or  title  papers 
issued  on  or  before  the  30th  of  June  of  the  present  year,  but  the  stamps  affixed 
to  patents  or  title  papers  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  new  mining  law  shall  be 
cancelled  by  the  Department  of  Promotion. 

Art.  4.  On  and  after  the  1st  of  July  of  the  present  year  every  owner  or  pos- 
sessor of  a  mine  will  be  required  to  pay  $10  a  year  for  each  one  of  the  mines 
which  constitute  his  concession.  The  tax  shall  be  the  same  for  all  mines,  inde- 
pendently of  the  metal  or  substance  of  which  they  consist,  if  acquired  previous 
to  the  date  when  the  new  mining  law  goes  into  effect  by  means  of  a  denounce- 
ment or  by  special  concession,  or  if  subsequently  to  the  said  date  by  means  of  a 
concession  or  title  under  the  new  law. 

Such  mines  as  have  been  granted  by  means  of  contracts  between  the  exec- 
utive power,  under  authority  of  the  legislative  power,  or  with  its  approval, 
and  were  under  the  express  terms  of  the  said  contracts  exempted  from  taxation, 
shall  be  relieved  from  the  obligation  of  paying  the  federal  tax  herein  estab- 
lished, both  in  the  form  of  stamps  attached  to  the  title  papers  and  of  annual 
payments;  but  this  exemption  shall  last  no  longer  than  the  time  of  the  con- 
tract, and  said  time  shall  not  be  extended. 

Art.  5.  The  federal  tax  herein  provided  for  shall  be  paid  in  three  equal  parts, 
and  m  advance,  every  fiscal  year.  The  payment  shall  be  made  without  any 
previous  notice  or  information  to  the  taxpayers  at  such  offices  as  may  be  here- 
after designated. 

Art.  6.  The  failure  on  the  part  of  the  owners  or  possessors  of  mines  to  file 
within  the  time  specified  in  article  2  of  this  law  the  patents  or  title  papcn  of 
their  property  shall  be  punished  with  a  fine  equal  in  amount  to  the  value  of  the 
stamps  to  be  attached  to  the  said  patent  or  papers.  This  fine  shall  be  collected 
even  if  the  filing  of  the  titles  takes  place  within  two  months  subsequent  to  the 
expiration  of  the  time;  but  if  it  takes  place  at  any  other  subsequent  period,  then 
the  penalty  shall  be  twice  as  much  for  each  new  period  of  two  months.  All 
concealments  in  regard  to  the  number  of  mining  properties  shall  be  punished  by 
a  fine  equal  to  double  the  value  of  the  stamps  which  should  have  been  affixed  to 
the  title  papers  of  the  property  not  declared,  or  concealed,  and  also  to  double 
the  annual  tax  due  by  the  same  during  the  whole  time  of  the  concealment.  This 
penalty  shall  be  understood  to  be  independent  of  all  other  responsibilities,  whether 
civil  or  criminal,  incurred  by  the  delinquent  owner  or  possessor. 

If  the  annual  tax  herein  provided  for  is  not  paid  by  thirds,  as  directed,  or 
IS  not  paid  during  the  first  month  of  each  period,  a  penalty  shall  be  added 
theteto  equivalent  to  50  per  cent  on  the  whole  amount  if  it  is  paid  during  the 
second  month;  but  if  it  is  paid  during  the  third  month,  then  the  penalty  shall 
be  equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  tax.  If  the  tax  and  penalties  thereon 
remain  unpaid  after  the  expiration  of  the  third  month,  then  and  there  the 
ownership  of  the  mine  shall  be  irretrievably  forfeited,  and  the  fact  of  the  for- 
feiture shall  be  published  officially  by  the  department  of  the  treasury,  through 
the  Diario  OJicial,  so  as  to  enable  any  applicant  to  ask  for  the  concession  of 
the  mine. 

Art.  7.   Whenever  the  owner  of  a  mine  shall  dispose  of  it  and  convey  hi* 
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iny  other  person,  proper  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  by  him  to  the 
'fficers,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  enter  the  transfer  on  the  registry.  The 
sale  shall  have  as  many  stamps  attached  to  it  as  provided  by  the  law  on 
ret,  or  Lty  del  Timbre, 

8.  If  the  person  or  company  in  whose  possession  the  mining  property 
to  be  found,  should  wish  to  discontinue  the  working  of  the  same,  due 
lereof  must  be  given  in  writing  to  the  proper  revenue  office,  so  as  to 
:  liquidation  of  the  tax  due  up  to  that  date  to  be  made,  and  to  enable 
registry  officers  to  make  such  entries  in  their  books  as  may  be  proper. 

PRICE  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS,  FISCAL  YEAR  1898-99. 

3mpliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  on  the  subject,  the 
in  Government  has  announced  the  prices  at  which  the 
lands  in  the  various  States,  the  Federal  District,  and  the 

al  Territories  may  be  bought  during  the  fiscal  year  1 898-99. 

Price  per 
hectare. 

Vguascalientes $2. 00 

!^ampeche i.  75 

!^hiapas 2.  50 

[Chihuahua i.  00 

>oahuiIa i.  00 

^olima /. I.  00 

3urango i  .00 

Guanajuato 2. 00 

fuerrero 1. 10 

iidalgo 2.  25 

alisco 2.00 

dexico 2.  50 

liichoacan 2.  75 

viorelos 4. 00 

<}uevo  Leon i.  00 

)axaca i.  10 

'uebla  . . . . : 3. 00 

>uer6taro 2. 00 

»an  Luis  Potosi 2.  25 

)inaloa i.  00 

>onora i.  00 

Tabasco 3.  00 

famaulipas i.  00 

riaxacala 2. 00 

/eracruz 2.  50 

ifucatan 2. 00 

^acatecas 2. 00 

deral  District 5.  60 

rritory  of  Tepic 2. 25 

srritoiy  of  Lower  California 50 

—The  Mexican  fiscal  year  1898-99  begins  July  i,  1898,  and  ends  June  30, 1899. 
ctare  is  equivalent  to  2.471 1  acres. 

JulL  No.  8—3 
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NICARAGUA. 

NEW  RUBBER  LAW. 

Below  is  a  translation  of  the  decree  regulating  the  exportation 
of  rubber  firom  the  State  of  Zelaya : 

The  President  of  the  State,  by  virtue  of  his  legal  faculties, 
decrees : 

1 .  From  the  date  of  the  promulgation  of  this  decree,  the  exportation  of  rub- 
ber grown  by  private  individuals  on  their  own  plantations  is  permitted,  whether 
the  trees  are  planted  on  regular  farms  or  not,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of 
17th  of  March,  1883,  and  of  the  23d  of  the  same  month,  1887. 

« 

2.  The  export  duty  on  the  aforesaid  article  is  reduced  to  10  cents  per  pound 
(4  cents  United  States  currency.) 

3.  The  prohibition  to  extract  rubber  from  trees  on  national  lands  for  a  period 
of  ten  years  remains  in  full  force  and  effect ;  and  all  violators  of  the  law  shall 
be  prosecuted  and  punished  as  smugglers. 

4.  All  other  laws  in  contravention  of  the  present  are  hereby  repealed. 
Given  at  Managua  on  the  2d  of  December,  1897. 

J.   S.   Zelaya. 

Enrique  C.  Lopez, 

Minister  of  Finance, 

Mr.  M.  J.  Clancy,  United  States  consular  agent  at  Bluef^elds, 
furnishes  the  Bureau  with  the  following  translation  of  an  Execu- 
tive decree  dated  December  7,  1897.     Mr.  Clancy  observes  that 
this  decree  is  applicable  only  to  the   port  of  Bluefields;  that  no. 
export  charge  is  made  for  shipments  of  rubber  from  Greytown : 

To  the  Governor  and  Intendant : 

The  President  of  the  State  decrees : 

That  the  decree  of  September  the  22nd,  1896,  allowing  the  exportation  of 
india  rubber  extracted  from  the  national  forests  previously  paying  ten  cents  per 
pound,  shall  apply  in  the  Department  of  Zelaya  exclusively. 

The  Ministeh  of  Finance,  Lopez. 

Managua,  yth  of  December^  ^^97- 

DECREE  AFFECTING  COFFEE  PLANTATIONS. 

Under  date  of  November  29,  1897,  Mr.  Weisike,  United  States 
Consul  at  Managua,  advises  the  Department  of  State  that  the 
Nicaraguan  Government  has  promulgated  a  decree  giving  prefer- 
ential rights  to  persons  advancing  money  to  enable  coffee  planters 
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move  tneir  crops.  Following  are  the  main  points  of  the 
cree: 

The  planter  can  not  dispose  of  his  product  upon  which  money 
s  been  advanced  without  having  first  reimbursed  the  lender,  or 
thout  his  express  consent  to  do  so.  All  contracts  for  money 
vanced  to  move  the  crops  must  be  matters  of  record  and  pub- 
hed  in  the  Diario  Oficial.  The  rate  of  interest  on  these  moneys 
all  not  exceed  2  per  cent  per  month. 

AMMUNITION  MONOPOLY. 

Consul  Weisike  transmits  to  the  Department  of  State  the  fol- 
)wing  decree  of  the  Nicaraguan  Government,  dated  December 
,  1897,  establishing  a  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  lead,  caps,  and 
artridges : 

The  President  of  the  State,  for  reasons  of  public  order  and  in 
consideration  of  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary  to  increase  the  reve- 
nues, in  order  to  attend  duly  to  the  increased  expenditures  which 
the  public  service  demands,  issues,  by  the  powers  vested  in  him, 
the  following  decree : 

Section  1 .  Lead  in  bulk  and  bars,  or  manufactured,  and  also  caps  and  cartridges 
^or  hunting  guns  and  revolvers,  shall  be  monopolized.  In  consequence,  the  said 
articles  can  be  sold  only  at  such  places  as  are  authorized  by  the  Government 
to  sell  them. 

Sec.  2.  Merchants  who  have  in  stock  lead,  caps,  and  cartridges  must  make  an 
^^ventory,  stating  the  character  of  the  article,  its  weight,  and  quantity.  This  in- 
ventory must  be  presented  to  the  respective  prefect  within  eight  days  after  the 
publication  of  the  present  decree,  and  this  official  shall  arrange  that  the  articles 
^  turned  over  immediately,  and  in  his  presence,  to  the  collector  of  internal 
'avenues  of  the  province. 

Skc.  3.  The  prefect  shall  execute  a  document  of  the  delivery  made  in  accordance 
*'th  the  previous  paragraph.  This  document,  which  shall  be  signed  also  by  the 
'Merchant  and  the  collector  of  internal  revenues,  shall  serve  him  (the  merchant)  as 
*  voucher  of  his  deposit  in  the  account  which  will  be  opened  to  that  effect ; 
^'^thenticated  copies  of  it  shall  be  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  to  the  auditors' 
^®ce,  and  to  the  comptroller's  office. 

S«c.  4.  In  the  future,  the  collector  of  internal  revenues  will  be  provided  with 
toe  said  articles  of  merchandise  by  means  of  supplies  which  the  warehouse 
*^pcr  of  the  Government  will  make  in^  the  form  and-  under  the  requisites  cus- 
tomary for  the  provision  of  powder. 

Skc  5.  No  private  party  can  retain  more  than  2  pounds  of  powder,  5 
P^iU)ds  of  lead,  500  caps,  and  200  cartridges,  even  if  he  should  keep  these 
Ejects  in  different  places;  but  the  proprietors  of  two  or  more  plantations  or 
^icrprises  may  keep  in  each  of  them  the  quantities  of  each  of  the  said  articles 
''^cd  in  this  paragraph. 
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Sec.  6.  Those  who  infringe  upon  the  above  paragraph  and  the  merchants  who 
do  not  comply  with  the  orders  given  in  section  2  of  this  law  shall  be  prosecuted 
and  punished  as  smugglers. 

Sec  7.  The  miners  or  other  industrials  who  have  to  retain  for  their  work 
more  powder  than  is  permitted  by  paragraph  6  must  obtain  special  authorization 
from  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  and  this  will  be  given  or  denied  according  to  the 
merits  of  the  information  upon  the  case. 

Sec  8.  The  Government  will  pay  the  merchants  for  the  lead  and  caps  which 
they  surrender  at  the  price  of  the  invoice  and  expenses,  with  5  per  cent  added, 
and,  the  Minister  of  Finance,  acting  in  concert  with  two  respectable  merchants, 
will  make  a  corresponding  liquidation  in  order  to  ^x  the  price,  which  will  be 
published  in  the  Diario  OHcial. 

Given  in  Managua,  December  4,  1897. 

J.  S.   ZelXya. 

Eniuqub  Lopez, 

Minister  of  Finance. 

THE  BLUEFIELDS  STEAMSHIP  COMPANY. 

The  Bureau  is  advised  that  the  Weinberger  Steamship  Com- 
pany, the  Caribbean  Fruit  Company  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  Orr 
and  Laubenheimer  Steamship  Company  of  Mobile,  have  entered 
into  an  arrangement  by  which  a  new  company,  known  as  the 
Bluefields  Steamship  Company,  has  been  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  Louisiana,  with  a  capital  of  $150,000.  The  main  office 
will  be  in  New  Orleans  under  the  direction  of  Jacob  Weinberger 
as  general  manager,  with  H.  W.  Brown  as  manager  at  Bluefields, 
N  icaragua. 

The  new  company  will  operate  four  vessels,  the  names  of  which 
are  as  follows :  Hiram^  Suldal^  Sunniva^  and  Alabama — all  Norwe- 
gian bottoms.  The  rate  of  fare  between  New  Orleans  and  Blue- 
fields  or  Rama  will  be  $30  cabin  and  $20  steerage,  except  on  the 
Alabama^  which  will  charge  $40  cabin  and  $25  for  steerage  pas- 
sage. The  reason  given  for  the  increased  fare  by  the  Alabama  is  that 
the  vessel  is  new  and  more  commodious  than  the  others  and  pos- 
sesses all  modern  comforts  and  conveniences  for  passenger  traffic; 
she  will  cover  the  distance  (1,210  miles)  between  New  Orleans 
and  Bluefields  in  four  days,  while  the  other  three  steamers  require 
fi-om  five  and  a  half  to  six  days.  The  direct  service  between 
Nicaraguan  ports  and  Mobile  will,  under  the  new  arrangement,  be 
discontinued. 
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This  company,  like  its  predecessors,  will  continue  the  purchase 
and  shipment  of  bananas   along  the  Escondido  River   and   its 

tributaries. 

BANANA  CROP  OF  BLUEFIBLDS. 

The  following  data  relative  to  the  movement  of  the  banana 
crop  of  Bluefields  in  November,  1897,  is  obtained  from  an  official 
report  to  the  Department  of  State. 

The  number  of  bananas  exported  in  November,  1897,  and 
November,  1896,  was: 


Year. 

Bunches. 

Price. 

1S07 - 

Number. 

32.000 

45,000 

8,500 

11.500 

Ptio.Ctro.^ 

0.50 

.40 

.  20 

.  10 

.35 
.30 

.15 

Cents. 
20:6 

16.5 

8.4 

**vyi    • ...«».... ..•.•••••.■•■■«...••• 

4.1 

k 

97,000 

1806 H 

II,  000 

29,000 

4,000 

16.05 

13.75 
6.88 

«  w^^w^       •••.•.•••••»•••••••••••■•■•••••«••««•«•••■•■«■ 

h 

44,000 

*  Nicaragua!!  currency. 

The  amount  paid  to  planters  in  November,  1 897,  was  36,8^0 
pesos  ($15,227.27),  and  the  amount  paid  for  freight,  etc.,  was 
30487.59  pesos  ($  1 2,598. 1 7).  In  the  same  month  of  the  previous 
year  13,150  pesos  ($6,032.12)  was  paid  to  the  planters,  and 
14,936.60  pesos  ($6,851.65)  in  freight.  Total  for  the  month  of 
November,  1897, 67,337.59  pesos  ($27,825.44),  against  28,086.60 
pesos  ($12,883.77)  for  November,  1896. 

In  November,  1897,  there  ^^^^  ^^^  shipments  to  New  Orleans, 
consistingof  45,000  wholes,  8,500 halves,  and  11,500 quarters;  and 
two  shipments  to  Mobile  of  32,000  wholes.  In  November,  1896, 
there  were  two  shipments  to  New  Orleans  (17,000  wholes  and 
4,ocx)  halves)  and  two  to  Mobile  (23,000).  In  November,  1896, 
there  were  only  two  lines  of  steamers ;  now  there  are  three,  and 
one  company  has  two  steamers.  The  increase  of  price,  says  the 
consular  agent,  is  caused  by  rivalry  among  exporters. 
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PARAGUAY. 

PARAGUAY  AT  THE  BRUSSELS  EXPOSITION. 

The  Bureau  has  received  from  the  Hon.  John  Stewart, 
Consul-General  of  Paraguay  in  the  United  States,  the  following 
mention,  prepared  by  Senor  Don  Josfe  Decoud,  Minister  of  For- 
eign Relations,  of  the  part  taken  by  that  Republic  at  the  interna- 
tional exposition  held  in  Brussels  in  1895: 

"The  part  taken  by  Paraguay  in  the  great  international  exhibi- 
tion lately  held  in  Brussels,  despite  the  fact  that  she  had  to  make 
hurried  preparations  owing  to  the  limited  time  at  her  disposal, 
ha's  demonstrated  in  a  convincing  manner  the  great  advances 
made  by  that  country  in  the  last  few  years. 

Paraguay,  whose  past  contributed  so  largely  to  her  disparage- 
ment in  foreign  eyes,  is  no  longer  the  mysterious  region  of  sinister 
dictatorships,  but  rather  a  virile  and  enterprising  community, 
responsive  to  modem  impulses,  where  the  honest  immigrant  and 
rich  capitalist  will  find  a  wide  field  for  their  energies,  pro- 
tected by  the  most  advantageous  laws  and  one  of  the  most  liberal 
governments  of  South  America. 

After  the  war  with  the  triple  alliance,  composed  of  the  Argen- 
tine Republic,  Brazil,  and  Uruguay,  which  consumed  nearly  all 
of  her  energies,  Paraguay  has  raised  herself  by  her  own  unaided 
efforts,  and  in  twenty-five  years  of  constant  labor,  under  the  benefi- 
cent aegis  of  an  almost  uninterrupted  peace,  has  succeeded  in 
attaining  an  honorable  and  enviable  place  among  her  sisters  of  the 
South.  The  proof  of  this  is  seen  in  the  success  she  obtained  at 
the  late  Brussels  Exposition. 

The  national  arts  and  industries,  agriculture  and  bibliography, 
were  worthily  represented,  as  evidenced  by  the  premiums  received, 
for  superior  to  those  heretofore  awarded  on  like  occasions  and  with 
a  much  greater  number  of  exhibitors,  and  had  the  difficulties  due 
to  the  recess  of  the  legislative  chambers  not  intervened  to  prevent 
the  country' from  making  adequate  preparations  for  the  event,  it 
would  have  figured  with  even  greater  brilliancy  among  the  other 
nations. 
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The  impression  produced  by  the  Paraguayan  section  was  not, 
however,  incommensurate  with  its  merits,  to  judge  by  the  following 
excerpts  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Oostendorp  to  the  Govemment 
of  the  Republic  : 

'The  Paragua7an  section  was  one  of  the  first  visited^  and  I  had  the  honor  to 
attend  His  Majesty,  having  at  my  side  Sefior  Hemeleers  Ti6vi,  consul  of  the 
Republic  in  Brussels.     The  view  of  the  national  palace  at  Ascunci6n  presented 
by  the  great  decorative  picture,  of  which  I  have  informed  your  Excellency,  im- 
pressed His  Majesty,  and  he  requested  details  regarding  it.     Turning  then  to 
the  Minister  of  Industry  and  Labor,  he  made  the  very  amiable  observation  that 
one  might  go  to  Paraguay  to  seek  inspiration  for  the  erection  of  great  edifices. 
The  wood  furniture  of  the  country  also  claimed  the  attention  of  the  King,  and 
he  asked  if  the  articles  were  made  in  Europe,  to  which  I  was  able  with  great 
pleasure  to  reply  that  they  were  made  in  Paraguay.      It  can  be  said  that  to 
many  visitors  the  section  is  a  veritable  object  lesson  of  the  advanced  state  of 
culture  in  Paraguay,  as  evidenced  by  the  products  sent  and  the  numerous  and 
interesting  collection  of  photographic  views  of  the  capital  and  the  countryside.' 

The  following  were  the  premiums   awarded    to   Paraguayan 
exhibitors : 

Four  diplomas,  grand  prize. 

Two  diplomas  of  honor. 

Eighth  diplomas,  gold  medal. 

Sixteen  diplomas,  silver  medal. 

Fifteen  diplomas,  bronze  medal. 

Five  diplomas,  honorable  mention. 

A  total  of  fifty  premiums  for  forty  exhibitors.     It  is  worthy  of 
note  that  at  the  Universal  Exposition  at  Paris  in  1889  Paraguay 
obtained  fifty-four  distinctions  with  only  two  grand  prizes,  while 
the  number  of  exhibitors  was  much  greater. 

The  majority  of  the  prizes  enumerated  went  to  the  national 
industries  and  agriculture ;  the  prodigious  vegetable  wealth  of  the 
land  attracted  great  attention,  as  did  also  the  remarkable  proper- 
tics  of  the  yerbu'tnate  (Paraguayan  tea),  the  use  of  which  has 
become  so  general  in  the  southern  part  of  South  America  and 
which  is  commencing  to  spread  in  the  northern  regions." 
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SANTO  DOMINGO. 

COMMERCIAL  NOTES. 

The  Bureau  is  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  D.  York,  secretary  of  the 
"San  Domingo  Improvement  Company,"  for  copies  of  three 
executive  decrees  relating  to  exportation  of  cattle,  foreign  com- 
merce with  Haiti,  and  petroleum  concessions  at  La  Romana. 

By  the  first  decree,  the  exportation  of  cattle,  both  homed  and 
equine  is  permitted,  with  the  limitation  to  male  animals,  exporta- 
tion of  females  being  formally  prohibited.  The  export  duty  shall 
be  $2,  gold,  for  each  animal.  The  ports  of  Barahona  and  Romana 
are  open  to  this  class  of  business,  but  vessels  coming  from  abroad 
to  load  cattle  in  said  ports  arfe  required  to  make  application  at  the 
port  of  the  Capital  for  the  requisite  authority,  from  whence  they 
will  be  dispatched  by  the  Administrator  of  Hacienda  when  going 
to  Barahona,  and  by  the  Comisario  of  the  Government  when  going 
to  Romana. 

The  second  decree  exacts  that  all  foreign  merchandise  intro- 
duced into  the  Republic  by  the  frontier  shall  have  imposed  upon 
it  the  same  duties  as  are  applied  to  commerce  coming  fi-om  foreign 
countries,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  formalities  required  by 
the  custom-house.  The  native  manufactured  Haitian  products 
shall,  however,  not  be  subject  to  any  impost  when  brought  into 
the  country. 

The  third  decree  authorizes  the  installation  at  La  Romana  of 
a  refinery  of  petroleum,  which  is  required  to  manufacture  petro- 
leum of  the  standard  grade  of  1 50°.  The  decree  further  exacts 
that  all  petroleum  introduced  into  the  country  fi"om  abroad  shall 
be  submitted  to  a  test,  and  any  that  may  be  below  the  required 
standard  ( 1 50°)  shall  be  confiscated.  The  duty  assessed  upon  this 
commodity  shall  be  40  cents,  gold,  per  gallon. 

The  following  table  shows  the  imports  of  domestic  merchan- 
dise fi-om  the  United  States  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
June  30,  1896,  and  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1897: 
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Imports, 


Articlea. 


Agricultural  implements 

Books,  maps,  printed  matter 

Breadstuffs : 

Com 

Wheat  flour 

Carriages,  cars 

Coal  and  coke 

Cotton,  manufactures  of 

Other  manufactures  of  . . 

Cycles 

Fruits  and  nuts 

Hops 

Iron,  steel,  and  manufactures  of . . . . 

Sewing  machines 

Other  machinery 

Leataer,  manufactures  of 

Naval  stores: 

Rosin,  tar,  turpentine,  and  pitch 

Turpentine,  spirits 

Oils: 

Mineral 

Vegetable 

Provisions: 

Beef,  canned 

Beef,  salted,  etc 

Tallow 

Bacon 

Hams 

Pork . 

Urd 

Butter 

Cheese 

Seeds 

Sugar  and  molasses 

Lumber 

Shingles,  etc 

Manufactures  of  wood 


Values. 

X896. 

1897. 

$2,981 

$1. 428 

1.477 

1,336 

I.  131 

389 

135.  890 

163.078 

10,764 

20,588 

15,  160 

26,  211 

114.  749 

92. 831 

10,199 

31,012 

266 

4.908 

2.234 

2.388 

249 

287 

12,967 

11.283 

1,380 

I,  798 

115,427 

106,  252 

721 

1,177 

4,990 

5,036 

221 

312 

45.  807 

52, 486 

15,  389 

15,616 

56 

72 

I.  961 

2,612 

32.590 

21,037 

i«905 

2,706 

6,460 

7.316 

9,192 

4,357 

37.  247 

23, 077 

5.464 

7.331 

4,798 

4,711 

613 

538 

2.885 

2,332 

69,099 

65.512 

2,958 

9.544 

15, 166 

20,692 

UNITED  STATES. 


TRADE  WITH  LATIN  AMERICA, 


MONTHLY  STATEMENT  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 


Following  is  the  latest  monthly  statement  from  figures  compiled 
by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  United  States  Treasury  Department, 
WoRTHiNGTON  C.  FoRD,  Chief,  showing  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Latin-American  countries  in  leading  articles, 
with  a  comparative  statement  for  the  corresponding  month  of  the 
previous  year.     The  report  is  for  the  month  of  November,  cor- 
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rected  to  January  7,  1898.  It  should  be  explained  that  the  figures 
from  the  various  custom-houses  showing  imports  and  exports  for 
any  one  month  are  not  received  at  the  Treasury  Department  until 
about  the  2oth  of  the  following  month,  and  some  time  is  necessa- 
rily consumed  in  compilation  and  printing,  so  that  the  returns  for 
November,  for  example,  are  not  published  until  some  time  in 
January: 

Imports  and  Exports,  November,  iSpy, 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Chemicals : 

Logwood     {Palo    campccht ;     Pdu 
campeche ;  Cample A^) (ions)— 
Mexico 


Coal«  b'ltUTainous {Cardifn  bituminoso; 
Carvdo  beiuminoso  ;  Charbon  bitU" 
mineux)  (tons) : 
Mexico 


Cocoa    {Cacao ;  Coco  ou   Cacdo  crtS  j 
Cacao)  (pounds): 

Brazil 

Other  South  America , 


Coffee  {Caf/;  Caf/;  Caf/)  (pounds) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


Cotton,  unmanufactured  (/f{^<i/ff  en 
rama;  AlgodUo  cm  rama;  Coton^ 
non  manufacture)  (pounds) : 
South  America , 


Fibers: 

Sisal  gT2LSs{Ifencqu/n  ;  Henequtn; 
Hcnrnquen)  (tons)-— 


Mexico 


Fruits: 

Bananas  {Pldtanos  ;  Bananas  ;  Ba- 
nancs) — 

Central  America 

Cuba 

South  America , 

Hawaiian  Islands 


Oranges     {Naranjas ;     Laranjas ; 
Oranges) — 

Mexico 

Cuba 


November. 


1896. 


Qtsantities. 


23 


7,960 


430.  075 
540,  423 


320,  359 
305, 127 

59.  938,  656 
5, 970,  312 


122,  768 


8,141 


Values. 


$700 


17.  124 


30,064 
53,040 


47, 478 

45,  757 

5, 717.  547 

869,  755 


12,  813 


513,959 


83, 193 
3,032 

35, 154 
5,412 


84, 024 
829 


X897. 


Quantities. 


48 


7.  411 


162,  329 
232,  201 


150,  276 

I, 162,  461 

62,  812, 194 

6,  587, 198 


7.558 


Values. 


$887 


13.347 


20.754 
27.809 


20.787 

159.409 
4,406,311 

653,894 


455, 977 


87.203 


36,590 
4.586 


65.  853 
I.a86 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


1287 


Imports  and  Exports^  November,  iSpy — Continued. 
IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


Articles  and  ooantries. 


Y ui s)i\iis{PuUs fiuas;  Pelles;  Four^ 
ntr^s)  (pounds) : 
South  America 


Hides  and  sicins  {Cturos  y  pUles; 
Couros  e  pelles;  Cuirs  et  peaux) 
(pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

South  America 


India  rubber,  crude  (jGotna  eldstica 
crtida;  Borracha  crtia^  Caout- 
chouc^ hrut)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America , 


Lead,  in  pigs, bars,  etc.  {Plomoengald- 

ptigos^  barraSf   etc.;   Chumbo  em 

Hnguados^  barras,etc.;  P lambs ^  en 

saumons,  en  barres,  ^/r.)  (pounds): 

Mexico 


Sugar,  not  above  No.  16  Dutch  stand- 
ard {Azticar,  no  superior  at  No, 
ibde  la  escala  holandesa;  Assucar 
nAo  superior  do  No.  16  de  padr&o 
hollamdez;  Sicre^  pas  au-dessus  du 
type  hollandais  No.  16)  (pounds): 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Brazil , 

Other  South  America 

Hawaiian  Islands , 


Tobacco,  leaf  ( Tabaco  en  rama;  Ta- 
haco  em  folha;  Tabac  en  feuilUs) 
(pounds): 

Mexico , 

Cuba , 


Wood,  mahogany  (Madera^    caoba; 
Mogno;  Acajou)  (M  feet): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Cuba 

South  America 


Wool  (Liim;  LA;  Lcdne)  (pounds): 
South  America — 

Class  I 

Class  2  

Class  3 


November. 


T896. 


Quantitieft. 


Values. 


222,  425 

753*  326 
5, 686,  354 


82, 907 
5,608 

1. 327,  379 
104,  861 


10, 061, 014 


5»328 
3. 921,  267 


17,011,162 
17. 631,  371 


45.104 
551.871 


641 
121 

3 
3 


1897. 


Quantities. 


*I2 


27.544 

73.942 

811,976 


32,  398 

1,750 

696,  195 

36,  567 


98,660 


109 

86, 186 


341. 593 
551.250 


9.559 


I,  241,  940 


18,712 
245. 984 


21,806 

3.764 
158 
167 


Values. 


x68,  640 
I, 152, 574 
6,  231,  940 


68.  986 

10, 458 

3,  766.  621 

194, 630 


10, 006, 01 1 


16,  200 
60,000 


11,497,092 
35,  626,  044 


65,  382 
229,  068 


718 
204 

5 
II 


712 


106,  822 


$1,  671 


15.  574 
113.081 

886,  322 


28.  557 

2,647 

I,  860, 119 

74.184 


119,005 


375 
755 


226,  759 
1, 080,  325 


7,009 
92,  034 


16,  831 
212, 730 


35.900 

9,086 

227 

681 


1,063 
7.427 
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Imports  and  Exports,  November,  i8gi — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Iron  and  Steel,  Manufactnres  of — C*t  d. 
Typewriting  machines,  etc. — C't'd. 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Leather,  sole  {Sueia;  Sola;  Cuir  ^ 
semelUs)  (pounds) : 
South  America 


Leather,  other  than  sole  {Cu^rc^  dis- 
tinto  del  de  suela;  Couro  n&o  para 
solas;  Cuirs,  autres  qui  pour  se- 
melles) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Boots  and  shoes  {Calzcub;  Cal^cubs; 
Chaussurts) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America , 


Naval  stores :  Rosin,  tar,  etc.  (Resina 
y  alquitran;  Resina  e  alcatrdoj  Re- 
sine  et goudron)  (barrels) : 

Centra'  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo , 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Turpentine,    spirits    of   (Aguarrds; 
Agua-raz;  T/rSenthine)  (gallons): 

Central  America. 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 


November. 


1896. 


Quantltl 


I»335 


684 

55 

200 

295 

3 
2,  oco 

14, 899 

346 

1. 351 


1,176 

306 

15 

5.875 

620 


Values. 


$75 

1.877 
790 

520 
215 


247 


71 
1,320 


45 
305 
907 

175 

37 

2.004 


6,804 
2,696 
2,271 
2,623 


1,625 

237 
552 

585 
6 

6,360 

30.003 

694 

2,968 


375 

III 

6 

1.835 
215 


1897. 


Quantities. 


8.670 


Vi 


482 
220  I 

xo 

545 

28 

8,030 
19.  372 

633 
6,817 


691 
1,015 

5 

5.454 
211 
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Imports  and  Exports^  November ,  i^py — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


BreadstufiFs — Continued. 
Wheat  flour — Continued. 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . 


Caniages,cars,etc.,  and  parts  of  (Co- 
rr^agfs,  carros  y  sus  accesorios; 
Carruagens,  carros;  e  partes  dt 
carros;  Voitures^  wagons  et  Uurs 
parties) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia* 

Other  South  America 


Cycles  and  parts  of  {Bicichs  y  sus 
occesorios;  Bicycles  e  accessories; 
^icycUttes  et  Uurs  parties) : 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

**^'o  Domingo 

f^ertoRico*!!!!!.!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

^^^eniina , 

^'?^il    

0°^'*^bia 

^'"  South  America 


Clock 


^nd  watches  (Relojes  de  pared 
•J^^^  holsiilo,  Relogios  ae parede  e  de 
P  ^^^o;  Pendules  et  montres) : 

if '^^J-al  America 

^«*^ico 

Bra: 
0th. 


*itina 

il 

South  America. 


p   1 

.      ^Carbdn;     Carvdo ;     Charbon) 

^*^tul  America 

^Xico 

?*^o  Domingo 

^^TtoRico!!";;;;!!!'!!!;;!!! 

°f^iil 

^^mbia 

^■^«r  South  America 


November. 


X896. 


Qoantities. 


2,828 
18,  472 

9,881 
4i»  854 
10,  285 
33.095 


932 

ii;845 

279 

16,948 

310 

275 


30 


Values. 


$13.  385 
80,  308 

42,007 
192,  745 

49,200 
122,  295 


3.150 
39,  212 

1,196 

590 

687 

13,  366 

1,427 
3.863 

1.834 


9.758 
4,621 

165 
144 

45 
3.932 

3.554 
1,050 

3.335 


1,075 
2,618 

5.843 

11.903 

9.875 


3.003 

39.  857 
2. 142 

46, 424 

778 
1, 100 


1897. 


Quantities. 


2,508 

21.317 

II.  391 
74,024 

16,  557 
21,098 


386 
21,  875 

1,086 
15.603 

1,036 


115 


9X0 


Values. 


$13.  569 

103.  879 

60,218 

373.  966 

70,  884 

loi,  057 


3.108 

67.349 
3.757 
2,  no 

1.033 
5.137 
4.651 
2,956 
5.870 


1,810 
4,081 

135 
786 

413 

4.940 

14. 502 

2,089 
4,618 


665 
2,093 

701 

6,152 
7.083 


1,086 

58,044 

3,220 

37.  525 
1.953 


2,333 
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Imports  and  Exports,  November,  7<$5p7^-Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Provisions,  etc — Continued. 
Seef,  canned — Continued. 

Cuba 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . . . 


Beef,  salted  or  pickled  (Carne 
de  vaca^  salada  d  in  salmuera; 
Carne  de  vaccay  salgada  ou 
em  salmoura;  Bttuf^  saU  ou  en 
saumure)  (pounds)-— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico , 

Brazil 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 


Tallow(5Ip^<7y  Sebo;  5»i/)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico . . 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Bacon   {Tocino;     Toucinho;    Lard 
fum^)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


November. 


1896. 


Quantities. 


Hams  {Jamones;   Presunto;  Jam- 
bons)  (pounds): 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo , 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil , 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 


Pork  (Carne  de  puerco;    Cahie  de 
porco;  Pare)  (pounds): 

Central  America 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 


480 

42.500 

7.99^ 
6,  200 


26,200 


1,900 

2,800 

14,800 

600 

26,000 

208,  830 


157.  845 
38.  379 

121. 585 
11,778 


10, 650 

4.975 
9,888 


19,948 

12.  843 

I,  822 

688,  780 

61, 785 
347,698 

1.530 
16,  837 


22, 154 
16,  361 

4,340 

327,  730 

54.  240 


12,  820 
94.698 


80,450 

I,  100 

26,000 


Values. 


$35 

3,395 
623 

557 


1,233 


83 
106 

666 

32 

1,132 

9.471 


7,382 

1.359 
5,165 

707 


405 
307 
480 


1.397 
1,124 

no 

41,  325 
3,736 

20,  635 

108 

1,089 


2,355 
1,950 

505 

31,046 

4,887 


1,132 
10,  297 


3,738 

53 
1,269 


1897. 


Quantities. 


4,468 

3,964 
8,  720 

17,018 


69, 100 

975 

1.950 

46,  704 

6,  300 

500 

35. 950 
162,  500 


179,  787 
27,963 

8,323 
22,006 

I.  512 

133.  991 
41, 620 

403 


20,  765 
8,063 

I.  817 

683,  940 

42,  874 

673,994 

743 
40, 458 


27. 039 

17,899 
5,012 

310, 188 

91, 189 

1,882 

13. 191 
98, 158 


97.  550 

2,  800 

14,000 


Vi 
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Imports  and  Exports^  November,  iSpy — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE,  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Nvisioos,  etc. — Continued. 
Pork— Continued. 

Puerto  Rico 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . . 


^T^iManteca;  Banha;  Saindoux) 
(pounds): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Sanio  Domingo 

Cuba , 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil , 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America , 


^'eo  and  oleomargarine  {Grasa  y 
oieomargarina;  OUo  €  oUomarga- 
rina;  OUo  et  ol/omargartne) 
(pounds): 

Mexico 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 


^uiier  {MantequiUa;  Manteiga; 
Beurre)  (pounds) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

f*ueno  Rico 

Hrazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Cheese  {Qtuso;  Queijo;  Fromage) 
(pounds) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

^uenoRico 

Brazil 

Colombia 

^ther  South  America 


Noveaiber. 


X896. 


Quantities. 


136,  700 
I,  200 
7.900 

352,800 


115.296 

332,  902 

18,  842 

2,  245,  848 

254.  100 

XI.  160 

276,  850 
151. 731 

993.  502 


16,500 
11,260 


^'^gar,  refined  (Azticar  refinado; 
Assucar  refinado;  Sucre  raf- 
fitU)  (pounds) : 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

^nto  Domingo 

Colombia , 

^cr  South  America 


23. 431 
15,010 

760 

4.543 
200 

2.284 

12, 331 

50, 137 


10, 145 

9.315 
2,081 

3.983 
3.344 


7,613 
12. 811 


115.876 
11.457 

1.434 
65,000 

120 


Values. 


$6,940 

78 

393 
16,314 


6,214 

15.421 
1,079 

123,  798 

13.901 

725 

16,  771 

8.259 
59. 610 


1,451 
1.322 


3.578 

2,621 

116 

825 

40 

250 

1,717 
6,837 


1. 146 

1,258 

235 
765 

359 


1897. 


932 
1,502 


5,372 
653 

73 

2,828 

7 


Quantities. 


451.  500 

500 

18. 100 

241,500 


174.645 

444.599 
26,  210 

895.  050 
420,  523 


1. 087,  387 

196. 178 

1,015,530 


1,760 

6,900 

14.500 


18.  742 

16,  953 
4,916 

7,141 
210 

90, 106 

18,448 
58.421 


12.  865 

10,599 
2,200 

15,668 


380 
12. 467 
10,  102 


loi.  157 

53.666 

7.  211 

60.916 

13, 074 


Values. 


$22,012 

26 

1.070 

12,067 


9.582 

19.  733 
I.  519 

43.  882 

20.  781 


65,  150 
10.  563 
60.938 


192 

584 
1,502 


3,346 

3.219 

656 

1.400 

32 
11,823 

2,463 
8,135 


1.425 
1.306 

287 
1,926 


39 
1,481 

1,276 


4.837 

2,435 

400 

3.148 
745 


I 
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Imports  and  Exports,  November,  i^py — Continued. 
EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE.  1897— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Tobacco,  unmanufactured  (  TabacorULo 
ntanufacturado ;  Tabaco  n&o  ma- 
nufacturado ;  Tabac  turn  manu- 
facture) (pounds) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Tobacco,  manufactures  of  {Manufac- 
turas  <U  tabaco;  Manufacturas  de 
tabaco  ;   Tabac  fabriquf) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


Wood,  unmanufactured  {Madera  no 
manufacturada ;  Madeira  nAo 
manufacturada ;   Bois  brut) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


Lumber  {Maderas;   Madeiras ;  Bois 
de  construction)  (M  feet) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Furniture  {Muebles ;  Mobilia;  Meu- 
bles): 

Central  America 

Mexico » 

Santo  Domingo 

Cuba 

Puerto  Rico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


November. 


X896. 


Quantities. 


13.  575 
141, 476 


116,803 


401 

4.595 

35 
2,889 

1.045 
8,410 

3.568 

467 

3.557 


Values. 


$1,662 
14,112 


9.630 


2,194 

6,130 

6,750 

II,  367 

25 

87 

6,133 


22,  795 

4.384 
260 

120 


Wool,  XTkVT  {Lana   cruda ;  JUi   crda; 
Laines  brutes)  (pounds) : 
Mexico 


54. 124 


376 


7.096 
60,333 
592 
31,651 
12,  337 
94.309 
44.214 

6. 911 
39.  342 


13.  730 
9,  262 

255 
2,218 

967 

25.  307 

4.252 

1,270 

8,785 


4.058 


1897. 


Quantities. 


19,  184 

203,  810 

3.850 

53. 378 


239 
3.495 

271 
2.868 

177 
6,975 
3.505 

515 

2.251 


Values. 


$2.  533 

14,606 

508 

4.549 


6,944 
1. 177 
1.695 

1.055 


41 

5.455 


11.042 

14.  377 
294 

299 

2,450 

7.235 


2.871 
37.476 

3.694 
30. 655 

3.099 
77.  561 
47.  267 

7.046 

31.990 


7.409 

II. 751 
920 

2.519 

537 

13.682 

5.493 

4.385 
6,306 
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VENEZUELA. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

VI r.  Proskauer,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Puerto  Cabello, 
recently  submitted  to  the  Department  of  State  an  extended 
1  interesting  article  on  the  opportunities  for  American  enter- 
se  and  trade  in  Venezuela.  He  states  that  the  trade  in  cutlery, 
ss,  and  earthenware,  tiles,  and  kindred  articles  can  be  greatly 
Teased,  a  medium  and  ordinary  grade  finding  ready  sale, 
ving  to  the  high  tariff  on  all  tobaccos  and  the  consequent  devel- 
ment  of  native  production  and  manufacture,  the  importation  of 
It  commodity  has  become  greatly  restricted,  and  it  is  thought 
It  Venezuela  will  soon  become  an  exporter. 
Within  six  miles  of  Puerto  Cabello  marble  of  a' very  fine  quality 
i  been  discovered,  and  a  plant  costing  over  $50,000  has  been 
cted  for  the  development  of  the  quarries. 
The  coal  used  by  the  railways  comes  mainly  from  England, 
:  Mr.  Proskauer  thinks  that  if  proper  efforts  were  made  the  coal 
Ti  the  Alabama  and  Virginia  regions  might  be  introduced  into 
country  profitably,  and  ultimately  made  to  supplant  the  Eng- 
I  coals.  This  suggestion  would  seem  quite  apposite  and  prac- 
ible,  in  view  of  the  proximity  of  the  American  mines  and  the 
dency  of  American  merchants  and  manufacturers  to  increase 
i  monopolize  the  trade  of  Venezuela. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  bearing  upon  the  inter- 
de  of  Venezuela  and  the  United  States,  and  containing  valu- 
U  practical  suggestions,  is  given : 

*     *     Our  trade  with  this  country  is  greatly  hampered  by  the  absence  of    • 
^crican  houses,  banks,  etc.     It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  all  large  houses 
'^c  their  American  connections,  but  it  is  obvious  that  this  does  not  supply 

•  place  of  intercommunication  between  American  houses  in  the  United  States 
i  their  branches  here. 

^nc  of  our  greatest  trading  difficulties  might  be  more  fully  understood, 
^erally  advertised,  and  acquiesced  in,  I  refer  to  the  system  of  giving  six, 
^c,  or  even  twelve  months'  credit,  to  enable  the  merchant  to  realize  at  "crop 
'^c."     Banks  being  limited,  and  none  at  all  in  some  places,  merchants  are  at 

•  mercy  of  the  money  lenders,  if  they  must  pay  their  bills  in  sixty  or  ninety 
ys,  as  with  us,  which  means  interest  at  the  rate  of  1  or  1^  per  cent  per  month. 
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and  not  infrequently  more.  Rates  of  exchange  could  thus  be  more  readily  con- 
trolled, which,  though  seldom  burdensome,  sometimes  reach  an  unreasonably 
high  figure.  The  currency  is  practically  upon  a  gold  basis,  silver  and  gold 
being  interchangeable.  The  issuance  of  paper  money  by  the  Government  being 
still  inhibited,  the  only  notes  that  circulate  are  those  of  the  Bank  of  Venezuela 
and  the  Bank  of  Caracas,  confined  to  local  use. 

EL  CALLAO  MINE. 

According  to  the  Venezuelan  Herald,  this  famous  mine  has 
been  sold  at  auction,  with  all  its  machinery,  offices,  and  various 
appurtenances,  by  the  original  company,  for  the  sum  of  600,000 
bolivars.  The  firm  buying  it  is  Dalton  &  Co.,  of  Ciudad  Bolivar, 
supposed  to  represent  a  group  of  United  States  capitalists.  When 
it  is  considered  that  the  plant  on  the  premises  alone  cost  more 
than  400,000  bolivars,  the  mine  brought  a  very  low  figure. 

It  is  understood  that  the  new  company  will  very  shortly  resume 
work,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  mine  will  rise  from  the  ashes  of  its 
former  glory. 

The  Herald,  speaking  of  it,  says: 

"In  order  that  our  readers  may  form  an  idea  about  the  brilliant 
past  of  this  mine,  we  can  inform  them  that  according  to  the  Gov- 
emment  statistics,  dating  from  the  year  1871  to  1891,  the  quantity 
of  gold  produced  amounted  to  $24,290,923." 

CONTRACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  BONDED  WAREHOUSES. 

In  a  communication  to  the  Department  of  State,  Minister 
LooMis  transmits  the  terms  of  a  contract  entered  into  between  the 
Government  of  Venezuela  and  J osfe  Rafael  Nunez,  a  citizen  of 
Venezuela,  for  establishing  in  the  Republic  a  system  of  bonded 
warehouses.  This  enterprise  is  of  more  than  passing  interest  to 
Americans  who  have  trade  relations  with  Venezuela. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  concession  may  be  disposed  of  to 
private  firms  or  individuals,  but  not  to  a  foreign  government. 
Only  the  salient  points  of  the  contract  are  given  here. 

First  Article.  Jose  Rafael  Nunez,  his  representatives  or  con- 
cessionaires, oblige  themselves  to  construct  in  Caracas  and  in  the 
ports  of  Venezuela  which  are  empowered  to  receive  imported 
goods,  warehouses  or  depots  to  facilitate  traders  in  their  business 
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ations,  and  to  guarantee  the  good  care  and  conservation  of 
goods. 

!Cond  Article.  The  warehouse  company  shall  receive  in  their 
lings  all  the  merchandise  imported  or  for  exportation  which 
owners  may  wish  to  deposit ;  pay  on  its  own  account  all  cus- 
house  dues,  cartage,  etc.,  applicable  to  the  aforesaid  merchan- 
and  hold  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  owners,  subject  to  the  fol- 
ng  conditions : 

i)  The  owners  of  goods  deposited  may  remove  from  the  ware- 
>ts  the  merchandise  they  require,  after  having  paid  the  legiti- 
i  charges  of  the  company. 

')  The  owners  of  merchandise,  such  as  cloths,  ironware,  and 
ware,  shall  pay  to  the  warehouse  company  not  more  than  9 
:ent  per  year  on  the  sum  total  which  has  been  paid  for  custom- 
>e  duties,  cartage,  etc.  The  owners  of  provisions  shall  pay  1  o 
cent  per  year. 

•)  The  warehouse  company  may  charge  for  depot  dues  the 
of  5  bolivars  per  month  for  every  thousand  kilos,  deposited 
he  ventilated  warehouses,  and  10  bolivars  a  month  for  every 
isand  kilograms  deposited  in  the  warehouses  hermetically 
ed. 

J)  The  warehouse  company  shall  charge  two  bolivars  for 
7  thousand  kilograms  of  articles  deposited  and  destined  for 
ortation. 

e)  The  warehouse  company  shall  demand  payment  of  the  cus- 
i-house  duties  and  other  expenses  incurred  by  merchandise 
osited  only  when  such  goods  are  taken  out  of  the  warehouses. 
ills  manner  the  owners  of  the  merchandise  shall  only  pay  the 
)unt  due  on  the  quantity  taken  out,  and  that  which  remains  in 
warehouse  shall  be  considered  sufficient  security  for  the  balance 
to  the  company. 

/)  The  warehouse  company  is  obligated  to  deliver  the  goods 
he  same  state  as  they  were  received,  and  will  be  held  responsi- 
for  any  damage  the  goods  may  suffer  on  account  of  force  majeure 
iny  fortuitous  cause ;  but  in  no  case  shall  the  company  be  held 
)onsible  for  packages  whose  contents  have  not  been  verified  by 
owners  and  by  the  company,  or  which  are  liable  to  spontane- 
or  natural  decay,  or  loss  in  weight;  and 
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(^)  The  warehouse  company  shall  have  a  complete  staff  of 
employes  and  carts  or  vehicles  adequate  for  handling  the  merchan- 
dise with  all  security  and  necessary  precautions. 

Third  Article.  The  warehouse  company  shall  furnish  money  to 
the  owners  of  goods  deposited  to  an  amount  representing  one-third 
of  the  cost  value  of  the  goods  deposited.  These  loans  may  extend 
at  most  for  one  year,  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum,  and 
shall  be  guaranteed  by  the  same  goods  held  in  depot.  If  at  the 
term  fixed  neither  the  sum  loaned  nor  the  interest  on  the  same 
has  been  paid,  the  warehouse  company  may  sell  at  public  auc- 
tion to  the  highest  bidder  the  goods  which  were  held  as  security 
for  the  money  loaned.  Out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  shall  be 
paid  the  sums  due  and  other  expenses  incurred,  and  should  there 
be  a  balance  remaining  it  shall  be  given  to  the  owners  of  the  mer- 
chandise, who  personally  or  through  some  representative  should  be 
present  at  the  sale.  If  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  agreed  upon 
only  the  interest  of  the  sum  loaned  is  paid,  the  owner  can  choose 
between  having  his  goods  sold  at  auction  or  obtaining  an  exten- 
sion of  time  for  six  months  more  to  recover  his  goods,  it  being 
well  understood  that  during  these  six  months,  additional,  he  is  sub- 
ject to  the  same  conditions  as  those  which  obtained  during  the  first 
term  elapsed.  The  warehouse  company  shall  in  its  interest 
account  reckon  as  a  whole  month  any  part  of  the  same  which  may 
have  elapsed. 

Fourth  Article.  The  goods  which  remain  deposited  in  the 
warehouses  of  the  company  shall  be  considered  as  guaranty  both 
for  the  sums  invested  in  paying  custom-house  duties  and  other 
expenses,  as  well  as  for  the  sums  which  the  owners  of  the  goods 
may  have  received  as  loans;  and  for  such  reasons  the  said  goods 
can  not  be  sold,  seized,  or  be  subjected  to  any  other  contributions 
but  the  ones  stipulated  here.  The  claims  of  the  warehouse  com- 
pany shall  have  priority  before  all  other  claims  against  merchan- 
dise deposited  in  them.  The  company  shall  make  known  to  the 
public  by  means  of  the  press  every  three  months  the  quantity  of 
goods  deposited,  and  the  names  of  the  depositors. 

Fifth  Article.  The  warehouse  company  shall  pay  the  custom 
duties  on  all  goods  delivered  to  be  deposited  in  the  same  custom- 
house where  the  goods  have  been  received.  Payment  shall  be 
made  as  soon  as  the  commission  agents  shall  have  verified  the 
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sheet  containing  the  liquidation  of  the  duties  to  be  paid,  presented 
by  the  custom-house.  This  shall  not  annul  the  rights  which 
government  can  make  good  against  the  owners  of  the  goods  or 
against  the  goods  themselves  for  the  payment  of  import  duties. 

Sixth  Article.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  of  Vene- 
zuela obliges  itself: 

(1)  To  grant  free  of  custom-house  duties  the  importation  of 
all  the  materials  required  tor  the  complete  construction  of  the 
buildings  as  well  as  the  furniture,  until  the  final  establishment  of 
the  company,  complying  always  with  the  stipulations  of  the 
Code  of  Finance  on  goods  imported  free  of  duty  by  contract. 

(2)  To  exempt  the  company  from  all  national  contributions. 

(3)  Not  to  grant  a  similar  concession  to  any  other  person,  com- 
pany, or  corporation  during  the  time  that  this  contract  shall  be 
valid,  which  is  for  twenty-five  years. 

Seventh  Article.  Within  two  years,  to  be  reckoned  from  the 
date  that  this  contract  shall  be  approved  by  the  National  Congress, 
the  warehouse  company  is  bound  to  have  its  warehouses  established 
in  Caracas,  La  Guayra,  Puerto  Cabello,  Maracaibo,  and  Ciudad 
Bolivar;  and  within  three  years,  reckoning  from  the  same  date,  in 
the  other  ports  of  the  republic. 

PRESIDENT  IGNACIO  ANDRADE. 

GeiL  Ignacio  Andrade,  the  new  President  of  Venezuela,  was 
bom  in  1839,  in  Merida.  He  is  descended  from  an  illustrious  family 
of  the  country,  his  father  being  Gen.  Jose  Escolastico  Andrade, 
and  one  of  his  brothers  is  Senor  Don  Jose  Andrade,  the  present 
distinguished  Minister  to  the  United  States. 

President  Andrade  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  intimately 
identified  with  the  public  affairs  of  Venezuela  and  has  held  numer- 
ous offices  of  dignity  and  responsibility.  His  public  career  is  not 
limited  to  political  affairs;  he  is  also  a  distinguished  soldier,  hav- 
ing  at  one  time  commanded  an  army  corps,  and  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  political  disturbances  of  1892  which  resulted  in  placing 
the  late  President,  Gen.  Joaquin  Crespo,  at  the  head  of  the  State. 

The  new  President  has  traveled  extensively  abroad  and  is  quite 
m  accord  with  the  modern  thought  of  the  age.  He  resided  in 
Europe  tor  a  number  of  years  and  has  visited  the  United  States 
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on  several  occasions.  His  election  to  the  office  of  President  in 
September  last  was  practically  unanimous,  receiving  406,000 
votes  out  of  the  total  490,000  cast. 

Hon.  Francis  B.  Loomis,  United  States  Minister  to  Venezuela, 
now  in  this  country,  speaks  of  the  inauguration  of  the  new  Presi- 
dent as  arguing  favorably  for  the  continued  good  feeling  existing 
between  the  two  countries  and  the  enlargement  of  trade.  Mr. 
LooMis  says  Venezuela  needs  capital,  and  that  President  Andrade 
desires  to  encourage  foreign  investments  and  immigration,  espe- 
cially from  the  United  States. 


VENEZUELA. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  FOR  1897-1898. 

Number  30. 

(Third  Edition.) 

Article  i. — Goods  of  foreign  origin  which  arc  introduced  through  the  custom- 
houses of  the  Republic  are  divided  into  the  following  nine  classes : 

1 .  Goods  admitted  free  of  duty. 

2.  Goods  liable  to  a  duty  of  10  centimes  of  the  bolivar*  per  kilogramme. 

3.  Goods  liable  to  a  duty  of  25  centimes  of  the  bolivar  per  kilogramme. 

4.  Goods  liable  to  a  duty  of  75  centimes  of  the  bolivar  per  kilogramme. 

5.  Goods  liable  to  a  duty  of  l  bolivar  25  centimes  of  the  bolivar  per  kilogramme. 

6.  Goods  liable  to  a  duty  of  2  bolivars  50  centimes  of  the  bolivar  per  kilogramme. 

7.  Goods  liable  to  a  duty  of  5  bolivars  per  kilogramme. 

8.  Goods  liable  to  a  duty  of  10  bolivars  per  kilogramme. 

9.  Goods  liable  to  a  duty  of  20  bolivars  per  kilogramme. 

§   I. — Class  I. 

Goods  exempt  from  duty. 

Mineral  waters. 

Live  animals,  with  the  exception  of  leeches. 

Iron  boiler  plates,  bottoms  or  boilers,  gratings,  rollers  and  apparatus  for 
crushing  cane,  also  axles  and  frames  for  the  same,  and  native  iron  and  scrap  iron 
for  resmelting. 

Ploughs  and  ploughshares,  hoes,  spades,  sickles,  billhooks  and  scythes,  weeding 

♦The  *o/«var  equals  19.3  cents  United  States  currency,  and  is  divided  into  100  centinies.     For 
weights  and  measures  Venezuela  has  adopted  the  metrical  system. 
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cs,  hatchets,  shovels,  picks,  "  tastes,^'  and  cutlasses,  with  or  without  wooden 
lies,  and  machetes  for  lopping, 
rticles  imported  by  order  of  the  Government. 

pparatus  and  machines  for  lighting  with  gas,  and  for  its  manufacture;  also 
hing  apparatus  and  apparatus  for  generating  steam  by  means  of  petroleum 
lues. 

ishing  hooks  and  barbed-iron  wire  for  fences,  or  also  hooks  for  fastening  the 
e,  netting  as  defined  by  ordinance  of  June  13,  1894. 
ire  engines. 

)oal  and  carbons  for  electric  light. 

Vood  ashes  and  residues  of  pressed  grapes,  for  fertilizers, 
loman  cement. 

i^arriages,  accessories,  and  materials  intended  exclusively  for  railroads. 
Personal  effects  of  ministers  and  those  of  diplomatic  agents  of  the  Republic  on 
ir  return  to  Venezuela. 

Baggage,  effects,  and  used  furniture  belonging  to  Venezuelans  who  have  resided 
nt  than  two  years  in  Europe  or  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and  who 
:  returning  to  Venezuela,  provided,  however,  that  they  comply  with  the  formal- 
es prescribed  by  Art.  178  of  Law  XVI  of  the  Financial  Code;  also  those  of 
rcigners  domiciled  in  the  country.  In  order  to  enjoy  this  privilege,  these  latter 
list  comply  with  the  formalities  to  which  Venezuelans  are  subject. 
Baggage  brought  by  passengers,  with  the  exception  of  those  articles  that  have 
3t  been  used,  and  of  furniture,  which  will  pay  according  to  the  class  to  which 
slonging.  The  duty  leviable  on  unused  articles  imported  together  with  baggage 
lall  be  increased  by  20  per  cent. 

Geographical  or  astronomical  globes,  hydrographical  or  marine  charts,  maps 
^  ^^  kinds,  and  lithographed  or  printed  topographical  plans  of  mines. 
Rennet. 

^uano  and  ice  imported  into  localities  where  no  ice  manufactories  exist  by 
'^"^ission  of  the  Government, 

^^oks,  printed,  unbound  or  stitched,  treating  of  science,  art,  and  trade;  cata- 

'^^s,  newspapers,  and  writing  copy  books  for  primary  schools. 

^Ood  prepared  for  shipbuilding,  logs  of  pine,  pitch  pine  for  masts  and  squared 

^s  exceeding  25  centimeters,  oak,  or  other  common  wood;  intended  to  be 

*^^  into  planks,  beams,  or  into  any  other  form, 

"minting  presses  and  typographical  accessories,  such  as  type,  lines,  prepared 

^^^ing  ink,  and  white  printing  paper,  neither  sized  nor  gummed,  also  paper 

'^^c  for  manufacturing  stereotype  plates   and  alloy  of  lead  and  alluminium 

^P^'ed  for  stereotype  printing. 

Machmery  for  use  in  agriculture,  mines,  weaving,  saw  mills,  foundries,  not 
^Hcrwise  mentioned ;  also  those  intended  for  the  arts  or  trade,  when  the  manu- 
'ftorer  imports  them  himself,  and  after  having  justified  the  use  he  intends  to 
•sie  of  them  and  having  obtained  previous  permission  from  the  Government. 

Telegraph  machineiy  and  apparatus,  with  previous  permission  from  the 
overnment. 
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Steam  engines  of  all  kinds,  and  windmills  with  all  their  accessories,  on  pre- 
vious permission  from  the  Government. 

Samples  of  tissues,  in  small  strips,  in  quantities  not  exceeding  25  kilogrammes  in 
weight,  and  of  wall  paper  not  exceeding  50  centimetres  in  length;  or  of  all  other 
articles  whenever  they  are  imported  in  such  dimension  and  in  such  condition  as 
to  be  unsalable. 

Works  of  art  of  a  monumental  character,  on  previous  permission  from  the 
Government. 

Platinum,  gold,  and  silver,  unwrought,  and  legal  gold  coin. 

Living  plants  of  all  kinds;  herbariums  or  collections  of  dry  plants,  other  than 
medicinal;  seeds  for  sowing,  whenever  the  competent  authority  will  have  ascer- 
tained its  destination,  and  potatoes  fit  for  planting. 

Products  of  Colombia  imported  across  the  frontier  of  that  country,  provided 
reciprocity  exists. 

Bridges,  with  their  chains,  floors,  and  other  accessories,  intended  for  public  use 
or  agricultural  purposes;  otherwise  they  pay  duty  on  the  materials  of  which 
composed. 

Clocks  for  public  use,  when  imported  by  the  Federal  Government. 

Springs,  axletrees,  rims,  and  boards  for  carts  and  carriages  to  be  constructed 
in  the  country. 

Should  receptacles  in  which  duty-free  articles  are  imported,  such  as  trunks, 
bags,  boxes,  or  stuff  coverings,  not  having  lost  their  ordinary  value,  they  will 
be  weighed  separately  and  pay  the  duty  applicable  to  their  respective  class. 

§  2. — Class  II. 

Duty — 10  centimes  of  the  bolivar. 

Sulphuric  acid,  and  liquefied  carbonic  acid. 

Bran,  oil-cake  of  bran  and  linseed  residues,  for  cattle  fodder. 

Galvanized  iron  wire,  not  worked. 

Almagra,  chalk,  ochre,  Spanish  white,  clay,  caput  mortuum,  and  all  earths  for 
building  purposes. 

Mineral  or  vegetable  tar,  asphalt,  raw  petroleum  and  bitumens  of  all  kinds, 
excepting  shoe  blacking. 

Hoops  of  iron  or  wood  for  casks,  barrels,  and  sieves. 

Rice  in  the  grain. 

Oats. 

Iron  bars  (see  tools). 

Common  bottles,  of  ordinary  black  or  white  glass,  for  bottling  liqueurs ;  and 
empty  demijohns  and  square  bottles  of  similar  glass,  generally  used  for  importing 
Hollaifds. 

Hydraulic  pumps,  with  their  pipes,  valves,  and  other  accessories. 

Boats  and  lighters,  whole  or  in  detached  pieces,  and  the  oars,  sails,  and  anchors 
for  the  same. 

Rosin,  yellow  or  black. 

Hydraulic  lime,  common  lime,  and  all  other  similar  materials  for  building  pur- 
poses not  elsewhere  mentioned. 
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;s  and  wastes  of  skins  and  dried  sheep  intestines,  for  pork  butchers. 

or  tow,  raw  or  twisted,  for  calking ;    tarred  tow  and  cotton  wastes  for 
machines. 

lets  or  pipes  of  iron  or  lead, 
oard  in  the  paste, 
proof  cardboard  for  roofing  and  other  purposes. 

wagons,  and  wheelbarrows, 

in  the  grain, 
id  wheat  in  the  grain. 

es,  chaises,  gigs,  omnibuses,  phaetons,  and  all  kinds  of  vehicles  not  other- 
itioned. 

)f  oak  and  other  trees,  used  in  tanning. 

of  barley,  chick-peas,  Du  Barry's  Revalenta,  and  any  flour  not  other- 
itioned. 

ported  into  ports  where  ice  factories  are  established  with  permission  of 
ernment. 

n  bars,  round  or  square,  in  plates,  sheets,  or  any  other  form,  not  worked. 
>ricks. 

,  slabs,  and  tiles  of  baked  clay,  marble,  jasper,  wood,  or  any  other  mate- 
)avements  not  exceeding  60  centimetres ;  tiles  of  baked  clay,  slates,  and 

of  common  unwrought  stone, 
ood  and  charcoal  in  pieces. 

ion  wood,  such  as  planks,  beams,  and  joists  of  pine,  pitch  pine,  and  other 
either  planed,  tongued,  nor  grooved,  less  than  25  centimeters  in  thick- 
1  pine  wood  not  specified. 

in  the  grain. 
s,  grapes,  pears,  and  all  other  fresh   fruit,  including  cocoanuts,  even 

nery  reservoirs   of  galvanized  iron   and  apparatus   not   mentioned  in 

the  total  weight  of  which  exceeds  1,000  kilogrammes,  also  ice  boxes. 

,  manuscript. 

►c. 

and  dried  fodder,  such  as  hay  and   other  similar   fodder  for  animals, 

exception  of  medicinal  herbs. 

common,  white,  black,  or  yellow. 

)od,  guaiacum,  Brazil  wood,  mulberry  wood,  sandal  wood,  rose  and 

^oods,  in  shavings. 

:tte  paper. 

;,  even  silent,  for  practice,  without  accessories. 

,  with   or  without  frames,  slate  books  and   pencils,  slates  for  .billiard 

esin. 

Is  for  carriages,  carts,  and  wagons,  iron  axle  boxes  for   the  same,  and 

eels  fitted  on  steel  axles. 

1  salts. 

er's  salts  and  silicate  of  soda. 
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Sienna  and  black  earths  for  cleaning  purposes. 

J'ombstones  of  marble,  granite,  or  any  other  material,  unless  the  competent 
authorities  consider  the  same  of  a  monumental  character. 
Wooden  laths  for  roofing  ("  teja-mani**). 

Chalk,  white,  in  sticks  or  powder,  and  marble  and  glass  powder. 
Gypsum,  in  pieces  or  in  powder,  and  gypsum  for  casting. 

§  3. — Class  III. 

Duty — 25  centimes  of  the  bolivar. 

Alimentary  oils. 

Colza  oil  and  all  other  oils  for  lighting  purposes,  not  otherwise  mentioned, 
and  bone  oil  and  so-called  "  esperma  de  cristal*'  oil,  for  machines. 

Stearic  and  oleic  acids;  stearine  pure,  unworked,  and  stearine  mixed  with 
paraffin,  known  as  trade  stearine. 

Acetic,  hydrochloric,  or  muriatic  acids. 

Nitric  acid  or  aqua  fortis. 

Kerosene  oil. 

Steel,  bronze,  brass,  copper,  tin,  pure  or  alloyed,  lead  and  zinc,  in  lumps  or 
rough,  in  bars,  cubes,  parings,  or  in  perforated  or  cut-out  sheets. 

Water  of  orange  flowers,  lemonades,  and  gaseous  waters. 

Spirits  of  turpentine. 

Knitting  needles  of  steel,  wood,  bone,  caoutchouc,  or  other  similar  materials. 

Cotton. 

Spike  lavender. 

Alum,  not  calcined,  in  lumps. 

English  yellow  or  chromate  of  lead,  minium,  litharge,  mineral  mangan*^* 
white  lead,  or  carbonate  of  lead;  asbestine. 

Stuffed  animals. 

Advertisements  in  the  form  of  almanacs  relating  to  medicinal  or  other  ii*  ^^ 
trial  products. 

Filters  and  apparatus  for  filtering  water. 

Harness  and  horse  collars  for  use  in  connection  with  all  kinds  of  carri 


calashes,  coupes,  omnibuses,  and  phaetons,  and  for  all  kinds  of  cars,  wa^^^  ' 
and  carts. 

Ground  rice,  sago,  salep,  tapioca,  and  crushed  maize. 

Sugar,  crude  or  not  refined. 

Sulphur,  flowers  or  paste  of. 

Scales,  Roman  balances,  dynamometers,  other  than  those  of  copper  or  i^'"^^ 
copper  predominates ;  sporting  shot  and  bullets. 

Excelsior  {*'  barha  de  palo**)  and  similar  vegetable  fibres  for  spartcrie. 

Barrels,    pipes,   and   hogsheads,  put   together  or   not,   and   staves  imported 
separately. 

Wimbles  and  augers  for  perforating  stones  and  beams. 

Pottery,  glazed  or  not,  in  any  form,  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

Zinc  white  and  white  bole. 
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Canes,  reeds,  rushes,  palm,  straw,  not  otherwise  mentioned,  and  osier  not 
worked,  "  la  ^spiga  de  trebol/*  for  the  manufacture  of  brooms. 
Lees  of  oil. 

Cables,  rigging,  and  cordage. 

Bowls  for  tobacco  pipes,  cigar  holders,  and  pipes,  and  common  clay  and 
fiiience  tobacco  pipes,  not  combined  with  any  other  materiaL 
Cannon  of  all  kinds. 

Beans  of  all  kinds,  chick-peas,  lentils,  Spanish  beans,  and  all  kinds  of  pulse, 
garden  produce,  and  alimentary  roots,  unprepared. 

Cloth,  unbleached  and  coarse,  cloth  called  "coUta,*'  unbleached.  No.  3; 
common  packing  cloth,  generally  employed  for  cocoa  and  coffee  sacks  and  for 
packing,  the  color  of  which,  naturally  dark,  has  not  been  changed  by  a  prepa- 
ration intended  to  bleach  them,  even  when  with  colored  stripes  and  checks. 
Charcoal  in  powder,  animal  charcoal,  and  lampblack. 

Meat,  salted  in  brine,  or  smoked  hams  and  shoulders,  not  in  boxes ;  bacon 
and  tongues,  smoked  or  salted,  with  the  exception  of  jerked  meat  {^'lasajo  "),  the 
importation  of  which  is  prohibited. 

Packing  cloth  lined  with  paper ;  fine  pasteboard  or  thick  oiEce  paper  for  visit- 
ing cards  and  other  purposes,  including  waterproof  paper  for  presses. 
Onions. 

Sieves  of  iron  wire. 

Hair  grass  and  similar  vegetable  fibres. 
Wax  for  shoemakers. 
Beer  and  cider. 

Chloride  of  lime,  creoline,  and  disinfectants,  liquid  or  in  powder,  not  other- 
wise mentioned. 
Copper,  old  and  scrap. 
Portable  kitchens  of  iron  or  other  metals. 

Hearses,  including  the  lanterns  {"vidrtos"),  feathers,  plumes,  and  all  other 
accessories  thereto,  even  when  they  are  subject  separately  to  higher  duties,  pro- 
vided they  be  imported  together  with  the  hearses  in  the  same  or  in  another 
package. 

Chalk,  white  or  red,  in  lumps  or  in  powder. 
Crucibles  of  all  kinds. 

Preserves  in  vinegar  other  than  olives  and  capers. 
Juniper  berries. 

Emery  in  lumps  or  in  powder. 
Esparto,  raw. 

Fuses  and  quick  matches  for  miners. 
Copper  scupper  nails. 

Fountains  or  basins  of  iron,  marble  or  any  other  material,  and  statues,  busts, 
v^scs  and  urns  of  marble,  alabaster,  granite,  or  other  similar  stones. 
Sago  flour. 

Biscuits  of  all  kinds  without  confections. 
Fluid  gas  (••^fljyZfiWo"). 
Gum  arable. 
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Wheat  flour  and  semolina  prepared  for  making  pastes. 

Tools  and  instruments,  such  as  hammers,  sledge  hammers,  hatchets,  capstans, 
forges,  bellows  of  all  kinds,  cranes,  "  molejones,"  large  screws  for  blacksmiths, 
bickerns,  anvils,  and  other  similar  tools  and  instruments. 

Manufactures  of  iron:   Wire,  excepting  galvanized  wire,   unwrought;  wire 
gauze  for  mattresses ;  anchors  and  chains  for  vessels ;  safes,  mortars,  furniture, 
copying  presses,  and  machines  for  stamping  paper;   nails,  tacks,  hobnails,  rivets, 
and  scupper  nails  ;  buildings,  not  erected,  or  separate  parts  thereof,  such  as  bal- 
conies, doors,  balustrades,  gratings,  columns,  roofs,  even  when  imported  sepa- 
rately;  statues,  urns,  flowerpots,  busts,  and  all  other  similar  ornaments  for 
houses  and  gardens ;    weights  for  scales,  flatirons,  posts   for  fences ;    stoves, 
boilers  ("  budares"),  kettles,  broilers,  pots,  frying  pans,  and  other  household 
utensils,  tinned  or  not,  enameled  or  not,  with  the  exception  of  similar  articles 
of  sheet  iron  and  tin  plate,  which  pay  duty  according  to  Class  IV.     Galvanized 
iron  nails  and  washers  are  also  included  in  this  class.     Tin  plate,  unmanufactured. 

Bones,  horns  and  hoofs,  raw. 

Cotton  Holland  cloth,  blue. 

Toys  of  all  kinds  and  of  whatever  material,  including  "Tn^tras." 

Books,  printed,  unbound  or  stitched,  not  comprised  in  Class  I,  pamphlets, 
copy  books  and  books  intended  for  primary  instruction,  imported  simply  stitched 
or  half-bound  ("  medio  pasta  "). 

Emery,  on  paper  or  linen. 

Linseed  or  linseed  meal  and  colza  seed. 

Flax,  raw. 

Earthenware,  common  and  taience,  glazed  or  not,  in  articles  of  all  forms,  not 
otherwise  mentioned. 

Walnut  wood. 

Wood,  fine,  for  musical  instruments,  furniture,  etc 

Wood,  in  sheets  and  laths,  for  veneering. 

Wood,  sawn,  planed  or  dovetailed. 

Lard,  except  mixed  greases  known  as  oleomargarine  and  butter.* 

Machines,  reservoirs  of  galvanized  iron,  and  apparatus  not  otherwise  :^^ 
tioned,  and  not  exceeding  1,000  kilogrammes  in  weight.     When  machine^ 
imported  with  extra  pieces  which,  taken  separately,  are  subject  to  a  higher  c:^*^  ^' 
the  whole  will  be  dutiable  as  machines  when  such  pieces  arrive  in  the    ^ 
package. 

Mills  of  all  kinds  not  comprised  in  Class  L 

Ore  of  iron,  copper,  and  tin ;  black  lead  and  asbestos. 

Potatoes  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

Paper  of  all  kinds  not  otherwise  mentioned,  and  serpentines  or  paper  ribt'*'^^* 

Fish,  pressed,  salted,  or  smoked,  not  in  tins. 

Lithographic  stones,  pumice  stone,  stones  of  all  kinds  and  of  all  fonos  W' 
grinding  or  whetting,  fireproof  stones  for  blast  furnaces,  filtering,  and  oth^^ 
similar  stones. 

^CoUolene  is  classed  in  this  number  under  the  name  of  *'' oUomargarine  coUoUmJ*    {"Gatt^ 
ofia'ai,'*  No.  6741,  of  June  19,  i8g6.) 
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Colours,  common,  prepared  in  oil. 

Potash,  common  or  calcined. 

Saltpetre  and  salt  of  nitre. 

Leeches. 

Sardines,  pressed  in  oil,  with  tomatoes,  or  prepared  in  any  other  manner. 

Tallow,  prepared  for  the  manufacture  of  stcarine  candles  or  stearine. 

Soda,  common  or  calcined. 

Carbonate  of  soda,  crystallized. 

Sulphate  of  iron  or  green  copperas. 

Sulphate  of  copper  or  bluestone. 

Tissue  or  gauze  of  iron  wire,  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

Turpentine,  common,  of  Venice. 

Poison  for  preserving  skins. 

Glass  and  crystals,  smooth,  not  silvered. 

Vinegar,  common  and  empyreumatic,  and  brandy  from  the  residues  of  pressed 
;Tapes. 

Wines  of  all  kinds  in  pipes,  casks,  or  ba!;rels,  and  red  wines,  the  product  of 
any  country,  imported  in  casks,  barrels,  bottles,  demijohns,  or  other  recipients. 
When  port  wine,  even  red,   is  imported  in  bottles  or  demijohns,  it  shall  be 
dutiable  according  to  Class  IV. 

Coffee  winnowers  ("  venteadores  "). 

Sumac,  powdered  or  not. 

[To  be  continued  in  Bulletin  for  March.] 


GOLD  PRODUCTION. 

The  production  of  gold  in  the  several  republics  on  the  Ameri- 
^^  continent  for  the  years  1896  and  1897  '^  shown  in  the  table 
^'^w,  taken  from  the  Engineering  and  Mining  Journal  of  Janu- 
y  1,  1898: 


1896. 

1897. 

Countries. 

Fine 
ounces. 

Kilo- 
grams. 

Value. 

Fine 
ounces. 

Kilo- 
grams. 

Value. 

^^ited  States 

Jexico 

2,  558.  433 

293,  892 

24,  127 

4,500 

3.300 

120,000 

33,866 

174, 189 

3,800 

5.948 
6,880 

39»  384 

79.  576 
9,141 

750 
140 
103 

3.732 

1,050 

5,418 

118 

185 

213 

1,225 

$52,  886,  209 
6, 075,  108 

498, 450 

93,  015 

68,  211 

2,  480,  400 

697,  830 

3, 100,  500 

78.  ^46 
122,  945 
144,600 
814,067 

2,685,000 
328,  969 

25.  399 

4.838 

3.628 

120,  950 

33.  866 

188,682 

3.870 

7.256 

7,256 

41.123 

83.  512 
10,  232 

7^ 
150 
113 

3.750 

1,050 

5,870 

120 

226 

226 

1,275 

$55,498,950 
6,  800,  000 

-^^Iral  America  . . . 

jrgcmina   

goiivia 

525.000 

100,000 

75,000 

Brazil 

2,  500,  000 

Chile 

700,  000 

Colombia 

3,  900,000 
80,000 

^uador    

Peru 

150,000 

S^guay., 

''fneiaela* 

150,000 
850,000 

BuU.  No.  8' 
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The  marked  increase  in  the  gold  production  of  Mexico  can  be 
accounted  for  by  the  development  of  the  mining  interests  of  that 
country,  which  are,  and  have  been  for  the  past  years,  steadily 
advancing. 

Of  the  Central  American  States,  Nicaragua  is  the  only  one 
whose  statistics  are  precise  and  authentic.  The  shipments  of  gold 
from  Bluefields  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1897,  were 
$169,565,  which  was  an  increase  of  $31,636  over  the  previous 
year. 

The  figures  given  for  the  South  American  countries  for  1897, 
except  Colombia,  are  estimates  based  on  the  most  recent  and 
reliable  data  obtainable  from  the  respective  countries.  Those 
given  for  Colombia  are  official. 

Note. — The  estimate  of  the  production  of  gold  in  British  Guiana  for  the 
years  1896  and  1897,  respectively,  quoted  in  the  Journal  above  referred  to  arc 
as  follows:  $2,558,099  and  $2,583,965.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  these 
mines  are  claimed  equally  by  Venezuela,  and  this  production  should  be  equally 
credited  to  that  country. 


INTEROCEANIC  RAILWAY. 

The  question  is  again  being  agitated  in  South  America  of  a 
closer  union  of  the  commercial  and  political  relations  of  the  dif- 
ferent republics  by  means,  primarily,  of  more  rapid  intercom- 
munication for  the  exchange  of  the  productions  of  these  countries, 
diminishing  at  the  same  time  the  distance,  the  dangers,  and  the 
expense  of  the  long  navigation  by  way  of  Magellan  Strait,  and 
the  tempestuous  waters  of  Cape  Horn. 

Everyone  recognizes,  especially  in  Brazil,  Peru,  Bolivia,  and 
Chile,  the  great  necessity  for  the  construction  of  a  South  Ameri- 
can interoceanic  railway,  which,  starting  from  one  of  the  ports  of 
Brazil,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  for  example,  piercing  the  Cordillera 
of  the  Andes  by  means  of  a  tunnel,  would  place  the  ancient 
Empire  of  the  Braganzas  and  Europe  in  direct  communication 
with  the  four  republics  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  so  rich  in  natural 
productions. 

The  technical  part  of  the  work,  involving  the  survey  of  routes, 
etc.,  has  already  been  studied,  and  the  plans  submitted.     The  great 
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3stacle  which  has  hitherto  stood  in  the  way  of  the  realization  of 
le  undertaking  has  been  the  lack  of  capital.  It  appears,  however, 
lat  the  question  has  now  entered  upon  a  new  practical  phase,  and 
lat  an  understanding  has  been  arrived  at  between  the  represent- 
:ives  of  the  four  republics  immediately  interested,  who  have 
pproved  the  project  looking  to  a  guaranty  of  the  interest  on  the 
apital  to  be  invested  in  the  vast  undertaking.  It  may,  however, 
►e  stated  that  Ecuador  has  not  yet  become  a  party  to  the  conven- 
iens which  have  been  negotiated. 

It  is  said  that  in  Brazil  the  current  of  opinion  favorable  to  the 
enterprise  is  very  strong  and  that  the  scheme  excites  much 
enthusiasm.  Recently  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  Engineers' 
Club  in  Rio,  in  which  Dr.  Oliveira  Bulhoes  was  the  moving 
spirit,  and  which  was  attended  by  many  capitalists  and  men  prom- 
inent in  public  life.  The  Bolivian  and  Chilean  Governments 
were  represented  by  Senor  Palavicino  and  Dr.  Errazuri,  their 
respective  ministers  in  Brazil.  At  the  meeting  the  many  causes 
which  paralyze  the  intercommerce  of  the  South  American  nations 
were  fully  discussed,  as  well  as  the  great  natural  wealth  lying 
dormant,  awaiting  only  the  touch  of  enterprise  and  energy,  which 
will  necessitate  the  carrying  out  of  this  great  international  under- 
taking. 

Roughly  stated,  the  length  of  a  transcontinental  line  from  Rio 
to  an  available  port  on  the  Pacific  coast  would  not  exceed  2,600 
•^jlometers.  Upon  the  authority  of  the  persons  who  are  moving 
^^  the  matter,  it  is  stated  that  the  capital  required  to  begin  the 
Preliminary  work  has  been  tendered  and  that  the  inauguration  of 
the  work  only  awaits  the  cooperation  of  Ecuador,  with  the  other 
republics. 


SPECIAL  ENGLISH  MISSION  TO  SOUTH 

AMERICA. 

The  "South  American  Joumal"  of  January  8,  referring  to  the 
^eps  that  are  being  taken  by  the  English  government  to  retain 
^ts  present  trade  with  South  America  and  to  further  extend  it,  con- 
^ins  the  following : 

'*Wc  learn  that  the  government  has  appointed  Mr.  Worth- 
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INGTON,  of  Manchester,  to  proceed  on  a  special  mission  to  Soi 
America,  with  the  object  of  inquiring  into  the  conditions  of  1 
local  markets  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  wh' 
has   now  under  consideration   the   desirability  of  establishing 
Bureau  of  Commercial  Intelligence.     Mr.  Worthington  will 
accompanied  by  Sir  Vincent  Barrington,  who  will  go  out 
behalf  of  the  Associated  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  both  Co 
missicners  are  expected  to  leave  this  country  for  South  Ameri 
at  the  end  of  the  current  month. 

The  Daily  Mail,  in  making  this  announcement,  observes : 

The  preliminaries  of  the  scheme,  the  first  announcement  of  which  was 
recently  made  by  Sir  Courtney  Boyle,  at  Nottingham,  continue  to  make  steady 
progress.  Not  only  has  a  considerable  amount  of  expert  evidence  been  taken 
from  a  number  of  chambers  of  commerce,  but  a  quantity  of  information  of  no 
little  value  has  already  been  colle(;^ed.  This  information,  however,  does  not 
yet  suffice  to  indicate  what  will  be  the  final  character  of  the  proposed  scheme. 
That,  it  is  suggested,  can  be  ascertained  only  when  the  members  of  the  depart- 
ment committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  proposal,  present  their  report  to  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  who  will  then  submit  it,  accompanied  by  his 
own  recommendation,  to  the  Cabinet,  with  whom  the  ultimate  decision  will  rest. 


CODE  OF  COMMERCIAL  NOMENCLATURE. 

The  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States  has  issued  the 
following  circular  adopting  the  "  Code  of  Commercial  Nomen- 
clature," compiled  and  published  by  the  Bureau  of  American 
Republics,  as  the  standard  for  use  in  the  various  custom-houses : 

[Department  Circular  No.  16.     Division  of  Customs.] 

Treasury  Department,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Washington,  D,  C,  January  22,  18^8, 

To  the  collectors  and  other  officers  of  the  customs  : 

Under  a  resolution  of  the  International  American  Conference,  which  rec- 
ommends to  the  governments  represented  therein  the  adoption  of  a  common 
nomenclature,  which  shall  designate  in  alphabetical  order,  in  equivalent  terms  in 
English,  Portuguese,  and  Spanish,  the  commodities  on  which  import  duties  arc 
levied,  to  be  used  respectively  by  all  the  American  nations  for  the  purpose  of 
levying  customs  imposts  which  are  or  may  hereafter  be  established,  and  also  to 
be  used  in  shipping  manifests,  consular  invoices,  entries,  clearance  petitions,  and 
other  customs  documents,  the  BurCfiu  of  American  Republics  has  issued  a  pub- 
lication, in  three  volumes,  entitled  "Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,"  which 
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>  28,000  commercial  terms,  arranged  in  such  form  as  to  insure  conven- 
'  reference  in  any  one  of  the  English,  Portuguese,  and  Spanish  languages, 
publication  is  hereby  accepted  as  a  proper  reference  book  for  the  trans- 
f  commercial  words  and  phrases  for  the  use  of  this  Department  and  of 
rs  of  customs  and  appraisers  of  merchandise.  Any  errors  or  inaccura- 
nd  therein  should  be  reported  to  the  Department. 

W.   B.   Howell, 

Assistant  Secretary, 


TRADE  MISCELLANY. 

ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

ctionof  Amorican        ^  representative  of  a  large  firm  of  coal  dealers  in  Phila- 

°°**'  delphia  is  now  in  Buenos  Ay  res  with  the  view  of  placing 

rahontas  coal  on  the  market  of  that  city.      This  coal  has  been  used  for 

ne  in  Central  America  and  the  West  Indies  and  has  given  very  satisfac- 

iults.     The  coal   trade   between  the  United  States  and  the  Argentine 

c  is  very  small  and  is  capable  of  great  development,  provided  proper 

m  is  given  to  the  matter  gind  effort  made  to  advance  it.     The  total  value 

oal  shipped  to  South  American  countries  in  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 

ggregated  only  $145,000.      The  vast  coal  fields  of  Virginia,  having  an 

le  port  to  the  world  at  Norfolk,  should  be  brought  into  immediate  inter- 

ivith  the  countries  of  the  West  Indies  and  Central  and  South  America. 

The  wheat  harvest  in   the  Argentine  Republic,  which 
arveit  in  Santa  F«.  .  u    •  •      11 

has  been  in  progress  tor  the  past  month,  is  now  practically 

Advices  received  from   the  Department  of  Sante  F6,  the  center  of  the 

growing  district  of  the  Republic,  report  the  crop  the  largest  known  for 

ears.      The  yield  is  stated  to  be  not  only  exceptional  in  quantity,  but 

lity  of  the  grain  in  weight  and  color  is  excellent. 

I  of  Electric  Ap-        Complaint  is  made  by  importers  in  Buenos  Ayres  of 

paratns.  ^j^^  condition  in  which  the  electric  apparatus  shipped  to 

rrivcs,  owing    to    the  injudicious  manner   of  packing.      An  instance  is 
Fan  American  firm  having  sent   a  large  number  of  globe  lamps  to  that 

which  upon  arrival  were  found  to  have  suffered  a  large  per  cent  of 
;e.  Simultaneous  with  this  complaint  the  statement  is  made  that  similar 
nts  from  England  had  arrived  in  much  better  condition.  The  impor- 
f  this  suggestion  would  seem  to  be  manifest  to  parties  interested  in  this 
lar  trade. 

BRAZIL. 


xnarine  Oable. 


The  Western  and  Brazilian  cable,  between  Pernambuco 
and  Ceari,  and  the  Amazon  cable,  extending  from  the 
of  the  river  to  Manaos,  which  have  been  broken  for  some  time  past, 
:en  repaired  and  messages  are  again  transmitted  regularly. 


1314  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

The    exports    of   rubber  from  Para   in   October  last 

Exports  of  Rnbbor. 

amounted  to  2,074,644  kilograms,  of  which  1,061,573 
kilograms  were  shipped  to  Europe  and  1,013,071  to  the  United  States. 

aold  Hffining  in  Minu  The  Sao  Bento  Gold  Mining  Company,  which  com- 

OerMs.  menced  its  operations  in  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes  one 

year  ago,  owns  about  10,000  acres  of  land.  The  ore,  which  was  estimated  to  run 
at  an  average  of  10  pennyweights  of  gold  to  the  ton,  has  developed  much  more 
richly  than  was  anticipated,  much  of  it  running  as  high  as  1  ounce  3  penny- 
weights. The  ore  is  so  friable  as  not  to  need  stamps  for  working,  it  being 
pulverized  by  simply  passing  through  rollers,  and  at  once  put  into  cyanide  tanks. 
The  capital  of  the  company  is  $1,300,000  gold. 

The  Jornal  do  Commcrcio  is  authority  for  the  statc- 

Ooal  Supply.  ....  . 

ment  that  the  Brazilian  Financial  Company,  in  London, 
has  contracted  for  the  coal  supply  of  the  Central  Railway  for  the  next  year. 
The  price  stipulated  is  $6.25  per  ton  delivered  in  the  port  of  Rio  de  Janeiro. 
One-fourth  of  the  supply  may,  under  the  contract,  be  delivered  at  Santos  at  an 
additional  cost  of  75  cents  per  ton. 

The  South  American   Journal  states  that  an  Enelish 

Sale  of  Plantatioiu.  /  ° 

syndicate  has  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
several  coffee  plantations  in  the  Department  of  Sao  Paulo,  between  Sarandy  and 
Batataes.  The  gross  price  to  be  paid  is  1 8,000,000  milreis.  Another  syndicate 
is  reported  to  be  organizing  in  London,  with  Dutch  and  American  capital  to 
twice  that  amount,  for  buying  plantations  in  the  west  and  north  of  Sao  Paulo. 

CHILE. 
A  company  has  been  formed  at  Valparaiso  to  export 

Bzportatioii  of  Frozon  Meatii.  .  . 

frozen  meats  from  Punta  Arenas,  in  the  Strait  of  Magellan, 
to  Europe.  It  is  said  that  a  trial  will  shortly  be  made  with  a  shipment  of 
20,000  mutton  carcasses. 

GUATEMALA. 

Dutf  on  Electrical  Appa-        The  Government  of  Guatemala  has  recently  promul- 
rattw.  gated   a  decree    admitting  electric  batteries,   uncharged, 

intended  for  public  use,  free  of  duty.  Galvanized  iron  wire  and  insulated  cop- 
per wire  for  electrical  purposes,  and  electrical  apparatus  are  subject  to  a  duty 
on  the  basis  of  th«ir  gross  weight.  Guatemala,  like  other  countries,  is  intro- 
ducing in  its  principal  cities  the  system  of  electric  lighting. 

Onatoms  Dntiea  Payable  in        Official   advices   received  from   Guatemala  state  that, 
SiWer.  dating  from  July  1,  1897,  all  import  and  export  duties  of 

the  republic  shall  be  paid  in  silver. 


MEXICO. 
A  new  industrial  development  is  soon  to  be  undertaken 

A  Tin-Plate  Factory.         .x*--i-  r-ir  1 

m  Mexico  m  the  inauguration  or  a  tm-piate  lactory,  and 
application  has  been  made  to  the  Mexican  Government  for  a  suitable  concession. 
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It  is  thought  chat  owing  to  the  large  trade  in  canned  goods,  notably  fruits  and 
vegetables,  which  the  republic  is  developing,  the  proposed  new  industry  will 
benefit  it  materially,  and  the  action  of  the  Government  is  awaited  with  interest. 

A  concession   has  been   obtained  from   the   Mexican 

Blcjde  and  Rubber  Factory. 

Government  by  an  American  manufacturer  to  construct 
and  operate  a  bicycle  and  rubber  factory  in  the  City  of  Mexico.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  concessionnaire  to  utilize  the  excellent  water  power  which  he  has 
secured  to  generate  electric  power  and  to  compete  with  the  manufacturers  of  the 
•  United  States  in  the  trade  in  bicycles.  Another  important  feature  which  is 
relied  upon  to  make  the  venture  successful  is  the  cheapness  of  labor  in  Mexico. 
Opening  of  the  Mesdco,  Oner-     An  interesting  and  important  event,  as  markine  the 

naraca  and  Pacific  Rail-  *  ...  . 

way.  internal  development  and  progressive  spirit  of  Mexico, 

was  the  formal   opening  in  December    last   of  the    Mexico,   Cuernavaca   and 
Pacific  Railway,  which  extends  from  the  City  of  Mexico  to  Cuernavaca.     The 
occasion  was  dignified  by  the  presence  of  the  President  of  the  republic  and  his 
Cabinet ;  also  members  of  the  diplomatic  corps  and  other  distinguished  residents 
in  the  country.     The  distance  between  the  present  termini  of  the  road  is  75  miles, 
but  the  importance  attached  to  the  enterprise  is  in  the  fact  that  the  line  is  pro- 
jected to  Acapulco  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  the  construction  to  that  port  will  be 
carried  forward  with  the  same  energy  that  has  marked  the  work  up  to  the  present 
time. 

Plana  for  KewLesiaiatiTe        ^p  to  December  27,  1897,  there  had  been  received 
Building.  f^j.  examination  twenty-nine  sets  of  plans  and  specifica- 

tions for  the  new  legislative  palace  to  be  built  in  the  City  of  Mexico.     Some  of 
these  were  furnished  by  Mexicans  and  a  few  by  Europeans,  but  the  majority 
were  the  work  of  American  architects. 
Electrical  Machinery  in         ^^^  Syndicate  Operating  the  street  railways  of  Mexico 
Menco.  j^  preparing  to  introduce  electricity  as  the  motive  power. 

The  company  owns  about  140  miles  of  road,  and  it  is  purposed  to  equip  the 
entire  line,  including  the  connection  from  Guadalupe  to  San  Angel,  with  the 
electric  motor.  It  is  estimated  that  the  total  cost  of  the  new  service  will  be 
about  $5,000,000,  and  opportunities  will  be  given  all  electrical  manufacturers 
to  bid  on  it. 

The  growth  of  the  cotton  textile  industry  in  Mexico 

Textile  Indnatry.  °  ' 

is  attracting  the  attention  of  foreign  countries.  The 
ibllowing  figures  are  given  as  significant  evidence  of  this  development  and  also 
of  the  increasing  production  of  the  raw  material  in  the  republic.  In  the  first 
ten  months  of  1897  Great  Britain  exported  to  Mexico  34,301,600  yards  of 
cotton  fabric,  compared  with  42,164,200  yards  in  the  corresponding  period  of 
1896.  The  imports  from  the  United  States  for  the  first  nine  months  of  1896 
and  1897  were  6,034,908  yards  and  4,503,773  yards,  respectively.  For  the 
same  corresponding  periods  the  imports  of  raw  material  from  the  United  States 
fell  off  from  12,146,161  pounds  to  5,129,429  pounds.  It  is  stated  on  high 
aothority  that  three-fourths  of  the  cotton  used  in  Mexican  mills  is  of  home 
production  and  that  every  year  there  is  a  larger  amount  raised.  Many  new 
mills  have  been  built  within  the  last  few  years  and  several  more  are  under  con- 
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tract  for  construction  in  the  vicinity  of  Puebla.  The  profits  from  the  business 
are  very  satisfactory,  amounting  in  some  instances  to  20  and  30  per  cent  on  the 
capital  invested. 

In  the  report  submitted  to  Congress  by  Senor  Jos^  Ives 

Budget  for  1898-99.  o  j  j 

LiMANTOUR  for  the  budget  of  the  fiscal  year  1898-99  the 
estimate  of  expenses  is  placed  at  $52,089,000,  the  revenues  at  $52,109,000.    In 
the  division  of  revenues  the  customs  receipts  are  estimated  at  $23,847,000,  the 
interior  taxes  at  $23,092,000.      Other  sources  of  revenue  complete  the  antici- 
pated amount. 

Concession  for  a  New  ^    concession    has   recently   been   obtained    from  th.< 

Smelter.  Mexican  Government  by  parties  residing  in  Kansas  Cit-^ 

Mo.,  for  the  erection  of  a  smelter  in  Villa  del  Carmen,  in  the  State  of  Coahuil 
for  the  treatment  of  all  kinds  of  ores.     By  the  terms  of  the  concession  ^ 
smelter  shall  have  a  minimum  capacity  for  treating  25  tons  of  ore  per  day. 
work  of  erecting  the  plant  and  all  of  its  appurtenances  shall  commence  wit 
two  years  dating  from  December  30,  1897,  and  must  be  completed,  at  thelat- 
within  eight  months  from  that  date.      The  machinery  and  material  required  s" 
be  free  of  import  duty. 

Forfeiture  of  Railway  Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Mexican  Southeastern  R^  ^ 

Concession.  j.^^^  Company  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  its  concess^ 

the  contract  has  been  declared  forfeited  by  the  Mexican  Government.  "  J 
forfeiture  is  based  upon  the  failure  of  the  concessionnaires  to  fulfill  the  tcrn^L  ^ 
article  2,  in  which  it  is  stipulated  that  within  a  year  from  the  promulgation  otr^ 
concession  (December  30,  1896)  100  kilometers  of  line  from  San  Geronim  «z: 
the  frontier  of  Guatemala  shall  be  finished.  The  forfeiture  carries  with  it 
deposit  of  $50,000  made  with  the  Government  as  earnest  money  for  the  carr  ^ 
out  of  the  contract. 

NICARAGUA. 
In  the  Bulletin  for  December  reference  was  madcr 

National  Railway.  

bill  then  before  the  Congress  of  Nicaragua  to  auth^:^ 

the  sale  of  the  National  Railroad  and  the  steamers  on  Lake  Managua  that  r  «-» 

connection   with  it.       Under  date   of   October   19,   1897,  Mr.  Paul  Wie:  s= 

United  States  Consul  at  Managua,  advises  the  Department  of  State  tha^  "^ 

bill  has  been  enacted  into  a  law,  and  that  a  commissioner  appointed  b  '^r^ 

Government  to  sell  or  lease  the   road  will  first  visit   the  United   States. 

complete  equipment  of  the  road,  according  to  Mr.  Wiesike,  will   in  vol  v^^^ 

purchase  of  one  hundred  box  cars,  three  engines,  the  reconstruction  of  o  *^ 

the  bridges,  and  repairs  to  the  track,  necessitating  an   outlay  of  not  less 

$100,000. 

A  correspondent  writing  in  the  Engineering  and      ^^ 
Qold  SiKine. 

ing  Journal   states   that   a    new   mining  camp   has 

established  in  the  District  of  Siguia,  about  20  miles  above  Rama,  and  80    ^^ 

above  Bluefields,  by  water.      This  district,  it  is  believed,  will  prove  very  ri^^ 

an  assay  of  float-run  made  gives  a  yield  of  from  $19.50  to   $36   in   gol^ 

from  6  to  10  ounces  in  silver  per  t^n.      The  mountain   streams  in   the  \oC* 
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the  quartz  is  found  furnish  abundant  water  power.  The  parties  owning 
id  are  putting  in  tunnels  and  preparing  to  develop  their  claims  on  an 
ed  scale. 

PERU. 


id«  with  Lima. 


The  lucifer  matches  used  in  Lima  are  all  imported  from 
Sweden,  there  being  no  factories  for  their  manufacture  in 

The  importation  of  this  article  is  very  important.  The  system  of 
g  the  city  by  electricity  is  beginning  to  be  adopted,  and  it  is  thought  that 
a  comparatively  short  time  it  will  supersede  the  present  mode  of  lighting 

altogether,  both  for  private  and  public  use.  Many  of  the  other  principal 
)f  the  republic  are  interested  in  this  subject,  and  the  opportunity  for 
ran  manufacturers  of  electrical  apparatus  is  very  favorable.     The  manu- 

of  furniture  has  made  such  progress  in  the  country  that  the  importation 

article  has  become  insignificant,  and  is  confined  entirely  to  the  higher 


SALVADOR. 

Ion  of  the  Dat7  on        '^^^  import  duty  on  bottled  spirits  entering  Salvador 
Spirit*.  j^^g^  through  the  efforts  of  United  States  Consul  Jenkins 

icr  representatives  of  foreign  governments  in  that  country,  since  the  21st 
ober,  1897,  been  reduced  to  $17.60  in  gold  and  $21.10  in  silver  per  100 
ms,  gross  weight,  when  not  exceeding  50°  proof.  Spirits  in  barrels  not 
ing  50°  remain  unchanged  from  the  former  tariff. 


Ting  Trade  with 
atin-America. 


UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  figures  furnished 
by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  shows  the  value  of  the  carry- 
de  between  the  United  States  and  the  various  countries  of  Latin-America 
J  month  of  November,  and  the  proportion  of  same  carried  in  American 
.  According  to  the  same  authority,  vessels  flying  the  United  States  flag 
ccond  among  the  nationalities  engaged  in  this  trade,  the  British  leadifig, 
ed  in  order  by  American,  Norwegian,  and  German  vessels : 


Countries. 

Value  of  mer- 
chandise. 

^  American 
vessels. 

1  America 

$622,  678 

3.  156,  580 

1,008,  511 

270 

7.  543.  577 
416,  546 

659.  326 

"6,455 

176,  533 
310,  301 
800,  939 

$286,  378 

1,031,242 

148, 889 

270 

616,  402 

88, 531 
223,  587 
"6,455 

0 

tina 

1 

bia ". 

or 

lay 

55.  584 

ay 

lela 

763.  8n 
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URUGUAY. 

In  a  report  to  the  Department  of  State,  made  Decern- 

The  Ooal  Trade. 

ber  4,  1897,  Consul  Albert  W.  Swalm  gives  some  inter- 
esting statistics  regarding  the  coal  trade  in  Uruguay.  The  bulk  of  coal  con- 
sumed in  Uruguay  comes  from  Cardiff,  with  the  United  States  as  a  competitor. 
Coals  used  on  railways  are  free  of  import  duty,  but  all  others  pay  a  tariff  of 
60  cents  per  ton.  The  customs  valuation  of  the  coal  business  has  reached 
$1,000,000,  the  retail  price  of  the  article  ranging  from  $8  to  $10  gold  per 
ton,  but  in  1897  there  was  a  marked  falling  off  in  comparison  with  the  preced- 
ing year,  both  in  the  import  and  general  trade.  Mr.  Swalm  states  that  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  largest  coal-exporting  companies  of  the  Atlantic  coast 
has  recently  been  in  Montevideo  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements  to 
bring  American  coal  into  closer  competition  with  the  Welsh  article,  and  he  sees 
no  reason  why  the  venture  should  not  be  highly  successful,  provided  the  ship- 
ments from  the  United  States  are  kept  up  to  the  standard  of  cleanliness  set  by 
the  rival  companies.  Such  has  not  been  the  case  heretofore,  and  is  largely 
responsible  for  the  failure  of  American  coals  to  dominate  the  market. 
Exports  of  Wool  and  Sheep-  '^^^  exportation  of  wool  from  the  port  of  Montevideo, 
■^"■*  according    to    Mr.    Swalm,  consul    at    that    port,   from 

October  1  to  November  30,  1897,  was  6,705  bales,  of  an  average  weight  of 
500  kilograms  (1,102.3  pounds)  each.  Of  this  number  173  bales  were  dis- 
patched to  the  United  States,  other  nations  loading  as  follows:  France,  3,105; 
Belgium,  883 ;  and  England,  997.  The  wool  clip  is  reported  as  large  and  gen- 
erally of  a  better  character  than  last  year.  From  August  1  to  November  30, 
1897,  7,729  bales  of  sheepskins  were  exported,  of  which  France  took  the  greater 
proportion. 

VENEZUELA. 

Inrtailation  of  Electric  Tram-  The  concession  which  was  granted  in  July,  1896,  to 
way  Syatem  in  Caracas,  parties  for  installing  an  electric  tramway  system  in  the 
city  of  Caracas  has  been  declared  forfeited,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  conces- 
sionaire to  comply  with  the  terms.  At  present  Caracas  has  a  very  imperfect 
street-railway  service,  and  the  lapse  of  the  former  grant  opens  a  desirable  oppor- 
tunity for"  American  capitalists  interested  in  the  promotion  of  such  enterprises. 
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^ELACIONES    COMERCIALES    EN     AMERICA.— 

VIII* 

RIQUEZAS  INTERIORES  DE  MfiXICO. 

En  los  articulos  anteriores  de  esta  serie  hemos  tornado  en  con- 
^deracion,  principalmente,  el  comercio  extranjero  de  Mexico,  la 
>>iiierica  Central,  las  Antillas  y  la  America  del  Sur.  Vamos 
^ora  a  examinar  las  riquezas  interiores  de  todos  estos  paises  en 
-I  orden  en  que  los  hemos  mencionado,  y  el  desarrollo  que  han 
ilcanzado  como  base  para  la  expansion  futura  de  su  comercio 
exterior. 

El  progreso  que  se   ha  hecho  en  Mexico  durante  la  ultima 

dtcada,  tanto  en  la  industria  como  en  la  agricultura  y  en  el 

^vimento  de  medios  de  transportacion,  que  son  indispensables  para 

H^e  se  pueda  aprovechar  la  riqueza  natural  de  un  pais,  ha  sido 

''apido  y  positivo.     Esto  debe  atribuirse,  en  primer  lugar,  al  sis- 

^^nia  de  gobierno  estable,  regular  y  progresivo  que  ha  existido  en 

^sepais  durante  los  periodos  administrativos  del  Presidente  DfAZ. 

t'Sindudable  que  Mexico  debe  una  gran  deuda  de  gratitud  al 

sabio  y  habil   estadista  que,  con  la  activa  cooperacion   de  los 

^1  primero  de  esta  serie  de  articulos  fu6  publicado  en  el   Bolet/n  Mensual  co- 
^wpondicnte  al  mes  de  julio  de  1897.  . 
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hombres  mas  inteligentes  del  pais,  le  ha  dado  una  larga  epoca  de 
paz  y  fomentado  su  adelanto.  Felizmente  para  Mexico,  el  Presi- 
dente  DfAZ  ha  sido  ayudado  en-  su  obra  por  condiciones  econo- 
micas,  debidas  en  parte  a  medidas  legislativas  que  han  tendido 
al  establecimiento  de  industrias  peculiares  al  pais  y  a  estimular 
las  empresas  y  el  espiritu  de  progreso. 

Mexico  es  muy  rico  en  un  gran  numero  de  productos  que  el 
mundo  necesita  y  que  hasta  el  dia  no  han  sido  producidos  en  sufi- 
ciente  cantidad  para  atestar  los  mercados.  En  su  trafico  de  expo- 
tacion,  Mexico  no  depende  de  aquellos  productos  principales, 
tales  como  trigo,  algodon,  lana,  azucar  y  carnes,  cuya  produccion 
es  tan  enorme  en  las  zonas  templadas,  que,  fuera  de  las  cpocas  de 
inesperada  escasez,  ya  no  es  posible  realizar  con  ellos  pingiies 
ganancias.  Una  corriente  de  riqueza  esta  entrando  en  aquel  pais 
con  la  produccion  de  metales  preciosos  y  de  otros  minerales  de 
constante  demanda,  y  con  el  cafe,  lasfibras,  el  tabaco,  la  vainilla  y 
las  frutas,  que  todavia  se  venden  a  precios  relativamente  altos  en  los 
mercados  del  mundo.  En  1897  Mexico  exporto  por  valor  de 
$42,000,000  en  minerales.  En  los  primeros  nueve  meses  de  1897 
vendio  en  el  exterior  por  valor  de  $4,574,252  en  cafe,  contra 
$3'333'3^5  durante  el  mismo  periodo  en  1896.  La  exportacion 
de  henequen  a  los  Estados  Unidos  solamente,  durante  los  nueve 
meses,  aumento  en  mucho  mas  de  medio  million  de  pesos,  y  la 
exportacion  total  asciende  a  cerca  de  $8,000,000  anualmente.  La 
exportacion  de  naranjas  se  ha  desarrollado  notablemente,  debido  al 
hecho  de  haberse  averiguado  que  con  las  naranjas  mexicanas  se 
pueden  suplir  los  mercados  americanos  cuando  la  cosecha  en  los 
Estados  Unidos  no  es  suficiente.     Aun  en  los  afios  en  que  aquella. 

es  abundante  en  este  pais,  la  produccion  de   Mexico  no  afectsk 

seriamente  a  las  cosechas  de  California  y  Florida,  por  la  diferenci^^B 
de  la  epoca  en  que  la  fruta  madura  y  es  enviada  al  mercado.  L^= 
vainilla  lleva  a  Mexico  un  millon  6  mas  de  pesos  al  ano.  L:=^ 
exportacion  de  tabaco  le  produce  proximamente  dos  millones  d  -^ 
pesos,  y  su  calidad  se  acerca  tanto  a  la  mejor  clase  del  articul  -^ 
cubano,  que  el  desarroUo  de  esta  industria  es  un  hecho  aseguradt 
En  animales  vivos,  cueros  y  pieles  se   exporta  anualmente 


valor  de  cerca  de  $3,000,000.     Los  bosques  de  Mexico  son  mimjy 
ricos  en  maderas  de  construccion,  palos  de  tinte,  plantas  medicinal* 
y  de  otras  clases. 
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La  exportacion  de  maderas  de  ebanisteria  y  de  palos  de  tinte 
cs  por  valor  de  $2,000,000  a  $3,000,000  anualmente,  y  la  abun- 
dancia  de  estos  productos  es  tal  que  su  explotacion  puede  aumen- 
tar  indefinitivamente. 

Por  una  distancia  de  cerca  de  1,200  millas,  desde  el  Estado  de 

Sonera  al  de  Oaxaca,  se  extiende,  del  noroeste  al  sudeste,  una  faja 

metalitera  extraordinariamente  rica,  que  ofrece  vasto  campo  a  las 

cmpresas  mineras.     En  esta  region  se  encuentran,  en  mas  6  menos 

abundancia,  ore,  plata,  azogue,  hierro,  carbon  de  piedra,  minerales 

suaves  de  plomo,  asfalto,  asbesto,  petroleo,  sal,  cobre,  piedras  pre- 

ciosas,  onix  y  gran  variedad  de  hermosisimos  marmoles.     En  un 

informe  publicado  en  agosto  de  1897,  el  Consul  General  de  Ingla- 

terra  en  Mexico  dice  que  se  estan  explotando  muchas  minas  de 

oro  nuevas  en  los   Estados  de  Sonera,  Oaxaca  y  Mexico,  y  que 

sc  debe  esperar  un  gran  aumento  en  la  produccion  del  precioso 

metal.     El  Estado  de  Chihuahua  es  tenido  por  una  de  las  pri- 

meras  regiones  minerales  del  mundo.     Los  ferrocarriles  que  en  la 

actualidad   sc    estan  construyendo  ofreceran    pronto  los  medios 

necesarios  de  transportacion  y  esto  dara  por  resultado  un  vasto 

desarroUo  en  las  empresas  mineras.     Capital  de  los  Estados  Uni- 

dos  se  ha  invertido  ya  en  gran  escala  en  las  minas  de  Mexico  y 

hay  mucha  demanda  de  maquinas  americanas,  asi  como  de  todo 

aquello  que  pueda  contribuir  a  economizar  trabajo.     Esta  demanda 

aumentara  a  medida  que  se  vayan  explotando  nuevas  minas  y  que 

omen  mayor  incremento  las  empresas  mineras  en  general. 

El  uso  de  maquinaria  y  herramientas  americanas  aumentara, 
tambien  con  la  expansion  de  los  trabajos  agricolas  y  el  mejora- 
niiento  en  los  metodos  de  cultivo,  que  necesariamente  tienen  que 
vcnir  como  resultado  del  lucrative  trafico  que  se  hace  en  el  exte- 
nor  con  los  numerosos  productos  de  Mexico.  Casi  toda  la  meseta 
central  de  Mexico  es  muy  fertil  y  tan  productiva,  que  con  los 
^^todos  mas  primitives  de  cultivo  continua  dando  abundantes 
cosechas  despues  de  habersela  utilizado  por  siglos  enteros.  Cuando 
^'pueblo  comprenda  la  economia  de  tiempo  y  trabajo  que  se  obtiene 
con  las  maquinas  y  herramientas  que  han  dado  a  los  Estados  Unidos 
^to  renombre,  y  aprenda  la  manera  de  usar  aquellas,  la  produc- 
cion  de  esta  inmensa  region  aumentara  de  un  modo  enorme  y  se 
abrira  un  vasto  mercado  para  uno  de  los  principales  productos  de 
Ja  industria  americana. 
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Mexico,  mientras  tanto,  esta  creando  con  actividad  industrias 
nacionales,  y  no  es  de  dudar  que  con  el  tiempo  podra  utilizar  en 
algunas  de  sus  manufacturas  gran  parte  de  las  materias  primas 
que  produce.  En  un  infbrme  fechado  el  26  de  setiembre  de  1896, 
y  publicado  en  los  Special  Consular  Reports  con  el  titulo  de 
''*' Money  and  Prices  in  Foreign  Countries^''  dice  el  Ministro  de 
los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  Ransom,  que  "las  manufacturas  se 
ban  desarrollado  en  Mexico  considerablemente,  con  especialidad 
las  de  generos  ordinarios  de  algodon  y  de  lana,  telas  blanquendas, 
generos  para  chales,  indianas,  calicos  y  pano,  asi  como  las  de 
los  productos  de  la  cana  de  azucar,  las  de  alcohol,  papel,  cigarros 
y  cigarrillos.  Muchas  personas  bien  informadas  opinan  que  la  baja 
de  la  plata  ha  sido  el  factor  principal  en  el  desarrollo  de  estas 
industrias.  Esto  es  verdad  hasta  cierto  punto,  porque  el  descuento 
que  la  plata  sufre  ha  ejercido  alguna  influencia  en  disminuir  la 
importacion  extranjera  y  en  estimular  la  produccion  interior. 
Hay,  sin  embargo,  otras  causas  poderosas  que  ban  obrado  en  el 
mismo  sentido,  tales  como  la  sabia,  justa  y  habil  administracion 
del  Presidente  DfAz;  la  confianza  que  tanto  el  pueblo  mexicano 
como  los  extranjeros  tienen  en  la  estabilidad  del  Gobierno;  la 
construccion  de  ferrocarriles,  de  los  cuales  todos,  menos  el  de 
Veracruz  a  la  ciudad  de  Mexico,  ban  sido  terminados  de  1883  a 
esta  fecha;  el  mejoramiento  de  los  puertos;  el  desarrollo  del  tra- 
fico,  y  la  conducta  generosa  del  Gobierno  respecto  de  las  nuevas 
industrias;  en  una  palabra,  el  imperio  de  la  ley  y  de  la  paz,  asi 
como  la  poderosa  influencia  del  comercio,  ban  contribuido  a  este 
resultado. 

Sin  exagerar,  se  puede  decir  que  durante  los  iiltimos  diez  anos, 
ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  han  invertido  en  minas,  en 
empresas  de  ferrocarril,  de  tierras  y  de  otras  clases  en  Mexico, 
sumas  que  arrojan  un  total  mayor  que  todo  el  dinero  circu- 
lante  en  la  Republica.  Al  tratar  de  este  asunto,  conviene  no 
perder  de  visa  el  hecho  muy  significativo  de  que  los  derechos  de 
introduccion  sobre  generos  de  algodon  y  de  lana,  papel,  tabaco  y 
productor  alcoholicos,  son  muy  elevados.  Los  derechos  sobre  los 
generos  de  algodon  fiieron  impuestos  primitivamente  en  1830  y  con- 
tinuaron  aumentando  hasta  1887.  Desde  entonces  han  permane- 
cido  casi  estacionarios.     Sobre  muchas  clases  de  generos  de  algodon 
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y  de  lana  dichos  derechos  son  casi  prohibitivos,  y  se  puede  afirmar 

con  seguridad  que  los  derechos  sobre  los  mas  orditiarios  entre  ellos 

ban  side,  por  termino  medio,  durante  los  ultimos  diez  6  quince 

afios,  de  40,  75  y  85  por  ciento.     A  proposito  de  este  particular, 

envio  adjunta  copia  de  lo  que  dice  un  eminente  escritor.  Prosper 

Gloner,  en  la  obra  titulada  "L^i  Finances  des  Etats-Unis  Mexicains 

idpres   Documents    Officieh^'   publicada   en    1895.      Se    expresa 

2^1:     "La  fabricacion  de  generos  de  algodon  en  Mexico  debe 

principalmente  su  desarrollo  a  los  aranceles  de  aduana,  los  cuales 

con  la  imposicion  de  altos  derechos  ban  vuelto  imposible  la  impor- 

tacion  de  telas  ordinarias  de  algodon.     Un  derecho  de  5  por  ciento 

file  impuesto  por  primera  vez  en   1830  y  este  fue  en  aumento 

hasta  1887." 

El  Consul  General  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  Crittenden, 

en  un  informe  que  dirigio  de  la  ciudad  de  Mexico  con  fecha  7  de 

setiembre  de   1896,  y  que  fue  publicado  en  el  tomo  primero  de 

las  '''Commercial  Relations   of  the  United  States^''   i8g^-g6^   dice 

que"desde  que  el  tipo  del  cambio  ha  variado  tanto  y  de  una 

manera  tan  desfavorable  entre  Mexico  y  los  paises  extrangeros  y 

se  han  impuesto  derechos  proteccionistas  sobre  casi  todas  los  arti- 

culos  que  se  consumen  en  Mexico,  muchos  que  hasta  hoy  se  im- 

portaban,  tales  como  frazadas,  alfAnbras,  panos  de  todas  clases 

para  hombres,  indianas,  ropa  interior  de  todos  clases,  sombreros, 

calzado  y  otros  efectos,  se  fabrican  en  la  Republica  de  Mexico. 

Este  pueblo  ha  sabido  aprovechar  con  inteligencia  y  actividad  las 

circunstaqcias  adversas  que  se  han  presentado,  y  con  maravillosa 

rapidez,  tratandose  de  un  pais  como  Mexico,  se  han  establecido 

grandes  y  pequenas  fabricas  para  casi  todo  genero  de  articulos, 

naciendo  uso    de    maquinaria   moderna   que  puede  compararse 

fevoiablemente  con  la  que  otros  pueblos  emplean.     Algunas  de 

1^  telas  hechas  en  Mexico  son  excelentes  en  cuanto  a  la  trama  y 

urdimbre,  siendo  ademas  perfectamente  acabadas.     Las  usan  en  la 

actualidad  mucho  mas  que  en  tiempo  pasado.    Una  de  las  grandes 

^^ntajas  con  que  cuentan  los  fabricantes  en  Mexico  es  lo  barato 

del  trabajo  y  la  facilidad  de  emplear  el  agua  como  fuerza  motriz, 

pues  se  la  encuentra  en  todas  partes,  y  a  menudo  en  las  inmedia- 

ciones  de  los  ferrocarriles  que  pasan  por  diversos  puntos  de  la  Re- 

Publica.    Los  trabajadores  inexpertos  estan  bajo  la  direccion  de 
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cipales  bahias  de  Mexico,  y  el  Gobierno  ha  dedicado  a  esto 
especial  atencion.  En  los  dos  puertos  importantes  del  golfo, 
Tampico  y  Veracruz,  se  ban  Uevado  a  cabo  grandes  trabajos 
con  el  fin  de  que  los  navios  encuentren  alii  un  anclaje  seguro. 
En  Salina  Cruz  y  en  Coatzacoalco,  que  son  los  puertos  termi- 
nales  del  istmo  de  Tehuantepec  en  el  Pacifico  y  en  el  Golfo,  obras 
semejantes  estan  en  via  de  construccion,  y  es  indudablc  que 
a  medida  que  el  comercio  y  la  industria  se  desarrollen  en  Mexico, 
los  puntos  mas  importantes  del  litoral,  tanto  oriental  como  occiden- 
tal, estaran  provistos  de  todas  las  facilidades  modernas  para  un 
trafico  maritimo. 

Ademas  de  los  ferrocarriles,  Mexico  cuenta  con  medios  de 
transporte  en  sus  rios  y  lagos  que  pueden  desarroUarse  mucho, 
aunque  las  condiciones  topograficas  y  climatologicas  del  pais  son 
tales,  que  es  impracticable  por  largas  distancias  la  navegacion  no 
interrumpida  de  los  rios  durante  todo  el  ano.  El  Consul  General 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  Crittenden,  en  un  informe  publicado 
en  los  Special  Consular  Reports  de  1895,  con  el  titulo  de  ^^H/gh- 
ways  of  Commerce^'  dice  a  este  respecto  lo  siguiente :  "  La  con- 
figuracion  del  pais  y  el  caracter  de  las  estaciones  hecen  imposible 
la  existencia  de  grandes  rios  navegables.  Es  solamente  al  nivel 
'  de  la  costa  que  unos  pocos  rios  se  prestan  al  trafico  por  medio  de 
embarcaciones  menores,  y  no  son  navegables  por  mas  de  125 
millas  los  que  desaguan  en  el  Golfo,  ni  por  mas  de  62  los  que 
Uevan  sus  aguas  al  Pacifico. 

Los  numerosos  picos,  cuyas  alturas  varian  de  io,cxx5  a  17,000 
pies  sobre  el  nivel  de  mar,  estan  apenas  cubiertos  de  nieve,  y  la 
cantidad  que  de  esta  cae  no  es  suficiente  para  producir  grandes 
corrientes  de  agua.  En  las  mesetas  centrales  hay  unos  pocos  lagos 
que  los  indios  utilizan,  hasta  cierto  punto,  para  el  trafico  que  hacen 
por  medio  de  pequenas  canoas  toscamente  construidas.  Debido  a 
la  topografia,  no  es  posible  construir  canales,  except©  en  la  costa 
del  Golfo  y  en  las  planicies  de  los  Estados  centrales  y  de  la  frontera 
del  norte ;  pero  el  mayor  obstaculo  a  la  navegacion  interior  es  el 
hecho  de  que  en  ciertas  epocas  del  ano,  principalmente  en  la  esta- 
cion  seca,  ya  sea  por  la  evaporacion  natural  6  por  el  poco  cuidado 
en  el  uso  del  agua  para  regar  las  tierras,  el  volumen  de  los  rios 
se  reduce  de  tal  modo,  que  no  pueden  flot^r  en  ellos  ni  las  embar- 
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caciones  mas  pequenas.     Tarde  6  temprano  se  pondra  coto  a  este 

excesivo  gasto  de  agua,  porque  las  autoridades  tienen  cuidado  de 

proteger  y  conservar  todos  los  elementos  que  contribuyen  al  pro- 

greso  de  Mexico.     Esta  felta  de  medios  de  navegacion  podria  en 

cierto  mode  salvarse  haciendo  canales  por  donde  corriera  el  agua 

que  existe  en  depositos  naturales  en  varias  partes  de  la  Republica, 

Uevandola  asi,  a  intervalos,  en  ciertas  estaciones  del  ano,  a  los  rios 

y  canales  navegibles  a  fin  de  mantener  en  ellos  constantemente  la 

profundidad  necesaria. 

El  Gobiemo  de  Mexico  ha  demostrado  ya  que  sabe  apreciar  el 
valor  de  empresas  de  ese  genero,  celebrando  contratos  para  la  cons- 
tniccion  de  canales  importantes,  incluyendo  el  de  Chijol,  de  250 
millas  de  largo,  entre  Tampico  y  Tuxpan,  y  la  canalizacion  del  rio 
Tempoal  que  desagua  en  el  Panaco,  cerca  de  Tampico.     Hay 
muchos  otros  rios  que  pueden  utilizarse  haciendo  en  ellos  trabajos 
de  mayor  6  menor  magnitud,  y  cuando  Mexico  tenga  un  sistema 
fluvial  eficiente,  las  condiciones  del  comercio  interior  mejoraran 
notablemente.     "  Los  esfuerzos  del  Presidente  Df  az  y  su  generosi- 
dad  con  las  empresas  de  ferrocarril  y  las  lineas  de  vapores,"  dice 
el  Consul  General  Crittenden,  "han  sido  los  principales  factores 
en  el  establecimiento  de  medios  de  comunicaion  en  toda  la  Repu- 
blica, realizando  el  asi  loque  ninguno  de  su  predecesores  pudo  hacer 
jamas,  esto  es,  convertir  a  este  pais  en  uno  de  los  mas  prosperos  de 
la  America  espanola.     Puede  tenerse  por  cierto  que  la  misma 
poHtica  se  seguira  tratandose  de  los  rios  y  caminos  con  los  mismos 
benefices  resultados. 

El  dasarroUo  intemo  de  Mexico  y  el  incremento  que  han  to- 
niado  sus  industrias  y  su  trafico  tienen  especial  importancia  para 
t\  pueblo  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  no  solamente  porque  contribuyen 
al  aumento  general  del  comercio,  sino  porque  ayudan  a  crear  las 
mcjores  condiciones  para  la  inversion  del  capital  americano,  para 
d  espiritu  de  empresa  y  el  trabajo  de  este  pais,  asi  como  para  el 
consume  de  maquinaria,  herramientas,  ferreteria,  y  otras  manufac- 
turas  en  que  los  Estados  Unidos  sobresalen.  En  las  empresas  de 
fenocarril  y  de  minas  de  Mexico  hay  ya  invertido  mucho  capital 
americano,  y  es  de  esperarse  que  la  agricultura  y  la  industria  atrae- 
ran  la  riqueza  y  la  inteligencia  que  no  encuentren  ocupacion  en 
la  gran  Republica  del  norte.     Felizmente,  los  articulos  que  cada 
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j:ais  ofrece  en  cambio  por  los  del  otro  son,  con  pocas  excepiones, 
de  tal  naturaleza  que  no  pueden  entrar  en  competencia  con  los 
productos  de  la  industria  nacional,  y  a  medida  que  las  riquezas  dc 
Mexico  se  desarrollen,  los  lazos  comerciales  que  unen  a  los  dos 
paises  seran  mayores  y  mas  fuertes  para  provecho  de  ambos. 


^^v^^-yC/^  6o2-r^>wj^^ 


REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

INFORME  SOBRE  INMIGRACION. 

Los  siguientes  datos  relativos  a  la  inmigracion  en  la  Republica 
Argentina  son  tornados  de  un  informe  oficial  en  fecha  reciente. 

No  se  conoce  con  exactitud  el  area  de  la  Republica,  pero  se 
calcula  en  1,172,000  millas  cuadfadas.     La  poblacion  total,  segun 
el  censo  de   1895,  es  proximamente  de  4,000,000  de  habitante^ 
6  sea   1.33   por   kilometro  (341    millas  cuadradas).     Tomandc^ 
por  base  la  densidad  de  poblacion  en  Francia  (73  por  kilometr^:^ 
cuadrado),  encontramos  que  el  pais  es  capaz  de  oontener  mas  4^ 
200,000,000  de  habitantes.     A  pesar  de  los  rapidos  e  intens^:>s 
cambios   climatologicos,  el    pais   es   saludable   en  alto  grado     y 
adaptable  a  los  habitantes  de  las  zonas  templadas.     La  mortaliAsd 
del  pais  esta  limitada  en  gran  parte  a  los  ninos,  a  causa  de     la 
falta  de  conocimiento  de  los  padres  respecto  a  los  principios   de 
la  higiene. 

Lo  agradable  del  clima,  la  fertilidad  del  terreno,  las  facilidades 
para  la  construccion  de  ferrocariles  por  razon  de  la  topografia   <lel 
pais,  el  numero  de  rios  que  lo  atraviesan  y  la  extension  d^    1^ 
costas,  son  causas  suficientes  a  atraer  una  numerosa  y  buena  inmi- 
gracion.    En  las  legitimas  esferas  del  trabajo  hay  espacio  para,   un 
aumento  de  poblacion  de  90,000  a  100,000  por  ano.     Lo  ^"^ 
importa  es  que  el  inmigrante  traiga  algiin  conocimiento  y  al^"° 
capital,  y  que  venga  con  el  proposito  de  comprar  algun  terren^  ^ 
su  Uegada,  fabricar  una  casa,  labrar  la  tierra  y  formar  una  femi  ^'^ 
De  esta  clase  de  inmigrantes  el  pais  pueda  recibir  un  numero  ilin^'" 
tado.     En  toda  la  Republica  hay  tierras  que  se  pueden  compta'' 
a  muy  bajo  precio  y  que  solo  necesitan  una  ligera  preparaci^n 
para  el  cultivo,  la  cria  de  ganado,  etc. 
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do  caracteristico  del  inmigrante  que  hasta  el  presentc  ha 
a  este  pais,  establecerse  en  las  ciudades  mas  populosas,  en 
implear  su  fortuna  con  mayor  provecho  tomando  tierras  y 
3las  producir. 

migracion  de  italianos  en  la  Argentina  ha  sido  hasta  ahora 
y  mas  numerosa ;  ellos  son  los  unicos  que  se  han  exten- 
r  todo  el  pais,  utilizando  las  ventajas  que  este  ofrece. 
iiguientes  cuadros  muestran  cual  ha  sido  la  inmigracion 
los  ultimos  cuatro  anos  y  medio,  y  expresan  la  nacionalidad 
ion  de  los  inmigrantes  de  1894-96. 


Alios. 


iramitad). 


Ndmero  de  in- 
migrantes que 
han  Uegado 
en  cada  ado. 


52,097 

54,  720 

61, 266 

102,  673 

135. 734 


Ntimero. 

Nacionalidad. 

Primcra 

mitad  de 

1897. 

1896. 

1895. 

1894. 

ricanos 

37 

5 

143 

79 
12 

290 

53 

963 

318 

46 

II 

316 

79 

{.,.... .......,,»,,,,., 

269 

1,003 
96 

549 
211 

I 

91 

329 

2 

"5 
36 

440 
248 

553 
264 

17 

47 

4 

58 

429 

3 

126 

61 

8 

3.480 

1,039 

3 
75.204 

212 
3 

128 

385 

■ 

99 

18 

s 

1,652 

436 

13 

23,  303 

25 

2 

I 

76 
18 

301 

7,198 

22 

162 

251 
105 

2,448 
1,067 

12 
41,  203 

27 

5 

I 

178 

6 

2,336 

11,288 

62 

465 

369 

52 

2,107 

971 

7 

37,699 

"7 

s 

5S 

212 
20 

575 
18,051 

52 

679 

724 

13 

200 

2 

3.  132 

8,  122 

42 

516 

.  122 

^•«**«««     •••••»•••■••••••••■•• 

17 

tl 

35.734 

102,  673 
41. 447 

61, 226 
6,  506 

54.  720 

inual 

2,  653 

• 

I 
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Profesiones  y  ofidos. 


Agricultores 

Boticarios 

Arquitectos 

Panaderos , 

Barberos 

Herreros 

Encuadernadores 

Albaftiles , 

Fabricantes  de  ladrillos  . . . 

Ebanistas 

Calafateadores 

Carpinteros 

Escribientes  y  amanuenses, 

Cocheros 

Cocineros 

Toneleros 

Dependientes 

Trabajadores 

Dibujantes 

Doctoree 

Tintoreros 

Ingenieros 

Maquinistas 

Grabadores 

Pescadores 

Fabricantes  de  muebles.  . . . 

iardineros 
>oradores 

Fabricantes  de  guantes  . . . . 

S  .mbrereros   

Ensambladores 

Lit6grafos 

Mecdnicos     

Harineros 

Mineros 

Mfisicos 

Pintores  

Farniac6uticos 

Fot6grafos 

Impresores 

Talabarteros 

Aserradores 

Marineros 

Costureras 

Maestros  dc  escuela 

Zapateros 

Tenderos 

Cantores 

Fogonero  - 

Picapedreros 

Maestros  de  obra 

Agrimensores 

Sastres 

Curtidores 

Caldereros 

Hojalateros 

Torneros 

Cajistas 

Vinicultores 

Relojeros 

Tejedores 

Sin  profesi6n  ni  oficio 


1896. 


Total 


58, 388 
II 

3 
74 
92 

527 
26 

2»243 

158 

59 

23 

886 

1,572 

49 
461 

87 
581 

15.983 
22 

21 

27 

9 

87 

16 

59 

34 

246 

44 
38 
64 
28 
16 
80 

85 
418 

226 

42 

»9 

32 
18 

53 

67 

165 

2,983 


1895- 


687 

2, 128 

86 

307 
496 

19 

9 

582 

161 


62 
42 


150 


105 
11.717 

102,  673 


32,941 
16 

6 

66 

54 
322 

19 

917 

46 

43 

19 
634 

839 
46 

308 

74 
204 

8,988 

II 

9 
19 

5 
75 

8 

34 

17 
102 

36 
17 
31 
19 
4 
64 
52 

309 

81 

29 
10 

16 

II 

47 
32 
96 

1.498 


276 

1. 123 

96 

211 

141 

15 

5 
218 

147 
17 
87 
38 


124 


87 
10, 467 

61,  226 
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BOLIVIA. 

FOMENTO  DEL  COMERCIO  CON  LOS  EST  ADOS  UNIDOS. 

En  una  comunicacion  dirigida  al  Director  dc  esta  Oficina  sobre 
el  desarrollo  general  del  comercio  entre  Bolivia  y  los  Estados 
Unidos,  y  sobre  los  esfuerzos  que  a  este  fin  esta  haciendo  dicha 
Oficina,  el  Senor  Don  Luis  Paz,  Ministro  de  Bolivia  en  los 
Estados  Unidos,  dice  lo  siguiente: 

"Han  sido  repetidos  los  ensayos  del  comercio  de  manufacturas 
de  las  plazas  de  Bolivia  con  la  America  del  Norte,  y  han  encon- 
trado  con  los  inconvenientes  de  falta  de  trasportes  directos  y  de 
relaciones  de  bancos.  La  mayor  parte  de  los  algodones,  particu- 
larmente  de  los  lienzos,  que  se  consumen  en  Bolivia  son  de  la 
America  del  Norte,  comprados  en  Europa,  por  las  ventajas  que 
ofrecen  los  transportes  directos  a  Buenos  Aires  6  a  los  puertos  del 
Pacificb  y  por  las  facilidades  en  los  giros  de  valores. 

'*Conviene  llamar  la  atencion  del  Gobierno  y  de  los  industria- 
les  americanos  sobre  estos  puntos  esenciales  para  las  relaciones 
del  comercio.  He  procurado  interesar  a  mi  Gobierno  y  a  mi  pais 
para  que  abran  las  corrientes  comerciales  e  industriales  con  la 
America  del  Norte  que  puede  hacer  competencia  ventajosa  a 
Europa  sobre  muchos  articulos. 

"Con  este  objeto  he  presentado  extensos  informes  sobre  los 
medios  de  hacer  propaganda  con  el  Bureau  of  American  Repub- 
lics y  con  el  Philadelphia  Museum,  haciendo  conocer  nuestras 
fiientes  de  produccion  y  de  riquezas." 


BRASIL. 

NUEVA  CAPITAL  DE  MINAS  GERAES. 

En  12  de  diciembre  ultimo  se  celebro,  con  las  formalidades  del 
^  la  traslacion  oficial  a  Bello  Horizonte  de  la  capital  del 
tstado  de  Minas  Geraes.  Asistieron  al  acto  todos  los  funcio- 
^ios  y  principales  ciudadanos  del  Estado.     El  Gobernador  firmo 
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en  el  acto  el  decreto  trasladando  la  capital  de  Ouro  Preto  a  Bello 
Horizonte. 

La  siguiente  breve  descripcion  de  la  nueva  capital,  esta  tomada 
del  Jornal  do  Commercio  de  Rio:  "La  ciudad  de  Bello  Hori- 
zonte esta  situada  en  un  extenso  y  hermoso  valle  rodeada  por 
cuatro  colinas  de  poca  elevacion,  circundada  en  parte  por  la  cordi- 
llera  de  El  Rei,  y  dividida  por  un  pequefio  rio  (el  Arrudas)  y 
sus  tributarios.  La  ciudad  contiene  treinta  y  ocho  edificios  piibli- 
cos;  los  principales  son  el  Capitolio,  no  concluido  todavia,  los 
cuatro  Departamentos  del  Interior,  de  Hacienda,  de  Agricultura, 
y  de  Policia;  la  Imprenta  del  Gobierno;  la  Audiencia;  el  Gim- 
nasio  y  el  Establecimiento  de  fuerza  electrica;  la  Iglesia  del 
Rosario ;  las  residencias  de  varios  secretarios,  y  jefes  de  oficina ;  la 
estacion  de  ferrocarril  y  un  gran  numero  de  casas  de  estilo 
moderno.  La  poblacion  total  de  la  ciudad  es  de  unos  12,000 
habitantes. 

Una  de  las  partes  mas  importantes  de  la  ciudad  es  el  parque 
central,  que  contiene  1 78  acres.  Las  calles  son  rectas  y  tienen  una 
anchura  de  65  pies;  son  intersectadas  por  avenidas  de  1 14  pies  de 
ancho.  La  avenida  principal  es  la  de  AfFonso  Penna,  de  1 62  pies 
de  ancho  y  347  yardas  de  largo.  Hay  agua  en  abundancia  y  la 
ciudad  esta  alumbrada  por  luz  electrica,  inaugurada  el  1 1  de 
diciembre. 

Los  gastos  de  traslacion  de  la  capital  y  los  ocasionados  por  la 
construccion  de  nuevos  edificios  destinados  al  servicio  del  ramal  de 
ferrocarril  Bello  Horizonte,  han  ascendido,  hasta  el  presente,  a  la 
suma  de  $  1 1 ,000,000. 


COLONIA  DE  BELIZE. 

OPORTUNIDADES  COMERCIALES. 

El  Consul  Albert  E.  Morlan  dice,  en  un  informe  dirigido 
al  Departamento  de  Estado,  publicado  en  los  ''*' Consular  Reports  of 
the  United  States''  correspond ientes  al  mes  de  febrero,  que  la 
municipalidad  de  Belize,  capital  de  la  colonia  de  este  nombre, 
esta  considerando  el  proyecto  de  proveer  aquella  ciudad  con  todo 
lo  necesario  para  la  extincion  de  incendios.  El  informe  dice  en 
sustancia  que  tal  vez  se  necesiten  dos  bombas  de  vapor,  por  lo 
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menos,  con  las  mangueras,  carretones,  escaleras,  etc.,  que  se  nece- 
siten,  asi  como  tambien  una  torre  de  agua,  con  canerias  maestras  y 
bocas  de  agua  para  las  principales  calles.  Los  que  deseen  entrar 
en  los  detalles  de  este  asunto,  pueden  comunicarse  con  el  Consul 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  quien  presentara  sus  proposiciones,  etc.,  a 
las  autoridades. 

Tratando  del  comercio  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  la  Colonia 
de  Belize,  dice  el  Consul  Morlan  que  los  Estados  Unidos  casi 
monopolizan  dicho  mercado,  pero  que  debidoa  los  activos  esfuerzos 
de  las  companias  "Anglo-Swiss"  y  "Nestle,"  que  negocian  en 
leche,  este  articulo  americano,  aunque  se  considera  superior,  apenas 
tiene  ya  salida  en  el  mercado.  El  mencionado  Consul  aconseja 
a  los  hombres  de  negocios  que  quieran  extender  sus  operaciones 
en  aquel  pais,  que  se  unan  y  establezcan  una  agencia  activa  en 
Belize.  Hay  alli  oportunidades  para  el  desarrollo  del  comercio 
en  leche,  aguas  gaseosas,  pafios,  generos  de  algodon,  drogas,  loza 
comun,  cristaleria,  ferreteria  y  cuchilleria,  sombreros,  pinturas, 
viveres,  galletas  en  lata,  cuerdas  y  bramante,  articulos  de  talabarteria, 
perdigones  y  municiones,  sedas,  generos  de  lana,  cerveza  blanca  y 
negra,  velas,  polvora,  aceites  (no  minerales),  jabon,  licbres  y  vinos, 
ladrillos,  arroz  y  sal. 


CHILE. 

ESTADiSTICA  COMERCIAL  DE  1896. 

Esta  Oficina  acaba  de  recibir  la  estadistica  oficial  del  comercio 
extranjero  y  de  cabotaje  de  Chile  durante  el  ano  1896,  y  hacemos 
de  aquel  valioso  y  amplio  documento,  el  siguiente  extracto. 
En  las  computaciones  se  le  da  al  peso  un  valor  de  76  centavos, 
ore.  El  valor  de  las  mercancias  sujetas  a  derechos  de  importacion, 
esta  tornado  de  la  valuacion  establecida  en  los  aranceles,  y  el  de 
los  articulos  que  entran  libres  de  derecho  se  calcula  por  los 
precios  declarados  en  las  tacturas.  El  valor  de  las  exportaciones 
se  calcula  con  arreglo  a  los  precios  corrientes  del  mercado. 

La  estadistica  comprende  dos  secciones:  una  bajo  el  titulo  de 
**  Comercio  General,"  y  la  otra  bajo  el  de  "  Comercio  Especial." 
La  primera  seccion  comprende  todos  los  generos  que  se  importan 
en  el  pais,  ya  sean  para  el  consumo  local  6  ya  para  ser  reembarcados, 
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y  todos  los  articulos  que  se  exporten,  incluyendo  los  de  transito. 
La  segunda  seccion  comprende,  clasificadas,  todas  las  importa- 
ciones  destinadas  al  consumo  nacional,  todas  las  exportaciones  de 
manufacturas  nacionales  y  las  manufacturas  de  origen  extranjero 
que  se  saquen  de  las  aduanas  para  reembarcarlas.  El  primer 
cuadro,  6  sea  el  del  "Comercio  General,"  muestra  el  valor  total 
de  las  importaciones  y  exportaciones  de  la  Republica  en  el  ano 
1896,  comparado  con  el  de  1895,  y  el  aumento  6  diminucion 
correspondientes.  Se  vera  por  este  cuadro  que  hay  una  diminu- 
cion en  el  comercio  extrangero,  ascendiente  a  $13,278,000. 

El  segundo  cuadro  contiene  las  cifras  del "  Comercio  Especial," 
y  muestra  un  aumento  de  $6,315,785  en  1896,  que  es  el  aumento 
mayor  que  se  registra  en  los  anales  estadisticos  de  la  Republica. 


1895. 

1896. 

1896, 

Aumento. 

Dimtnuddii. 

Comercio  General: 

IinDortaci6n 

$83.  856.  789 
76,  244, 441 

$68,464,717 
78,358,612 

15.  392.  172 

CxDortaci6n 

2.114,171 

Total 

160,  loi,  230 

146, 823,  229 

2.114,171 

15.392.172 

Comercio  Especial: 

ImDortaci6n 

69,  206,  552 
72,  919,  882 

74, 082.  805 
74.  359. 414 

4.  876,  253 
1,439.532 

ExDortaci6n 

Total 

142.126,434 

148, 442,  219 

6.315.785 

Las  cifras  del  comercio  de  transito  acusan  un  aumento  de 
$514,639  en  1896;  el  comercio  de  cabotaje  sufrio  un  descenso 
de  $36,219,204,  comparado  con  el  de  1895. 

El  siguiente  cuadro,  que  expresa  el  valor  de  la  importacion 
por  paises,  acusa  un  aumento  en  la  importacion  de  articulos 
provenientes  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  ascendio  a  $2,229,551. 


Paises. 


Gran  Bretafia . . . 

Alemania 

Estados  Unidos 

Peril 

Argentina 

Francia 

Australia 

Uruguay 

Italia 


1895- 


32, 086, 959 

17,299,039 

4,  579,  614 

4, 476, 388 

5.141,351 
1,644,059 

680,  479 

498.  443 

539»  790 


1896. 


30.  249, 002 

29, 080,  943 

6,807,155 

4.  397.  230 
4, 105.  244 
2,  834.  216 
I,  522,  293 
711,641 
692,  534 


1896. 


Aumento. 


2.781.904 
2.227,551 


1,190,157 
841,  814 

213.  198 
152,744 


Dixiiinuci6ii. 


I.  837. 957 


59.  158 
1,036,107 
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Palses. 


India 

Espafia  

B^lgica 

China 

Ecuador  

Brasil 

Paraguay 

Polinesia 

Colombia 

Costa  Rica 

Suecia 

Guatemala 

Holanda 

Bolivia 

Portugal 

Suiza 

Pe5ca  de  ballena 

Total 


1895. 


593,  575 
361,  43S 
208,  283 

157, 538 
172,685 

301,006 

230, 141 
3,108 

99,307 
80,064 


3.054 
48 

18 

250 

4,610 

64,  405 


69,  206,  552 


1896. 


1896. 


Aumento. 


Ditninuci6n. 


557,  530 
469,  753 
330.  925 
284,  668 

197,  388 
186,  622 
182,  450 
168,  024 
130,092 

97.  213 
20,360 

10,  391 

570 
250 

130 


46,  171 


74,  082,  805 


loS,  316 
122.  542 
127, 130 

24.  703 


36,045 


164,  916 

30.  785 

17, 149 
20,  360 

6.537 
522 

232 


8,030,559 


114,384 
47.  691 


120 

4,610 

18,  234 


3,154,306 


Aumento  en  1896,  $4,876,253. 

El  tanto  por  ciento  de  la  importacion  que  hace  en  Chile  cada 
uno  de  los  principales  pdises,  es  come  sigue : 

Gran  Bretafla 40.  83 

Alemania 27.  10 

Estados  Unidos 9. 18 

Pcrti 5.  93 

Argentina '5.  54 

Francia 3.  82 

Australia 2. 05 

Como  sc  ve  por  el  cuadro  precedente,  el  valor  de  la  exportacion, 
sin  incluir  el  comercio  de  transito,  ascendio  a  $74,359,414,  distri- 
buidos  en  las  siguientes  partidas : 

Productos  mineros $6i,  322,  833 

Productos  agricolas 11,  124,  379 

Articulos  manufacturados 54,  922 

Miscelinea    105, 409 

Efectivo 768,  012 

Total 73,  385.  645 

Articulos  extranjeros  que  pagaron  derechos 412,  827 

Efectivo  extranjero 560,  942 

Total 74,  359.  424 

Comparada  esta  cantidad  con  la  del  ano  precedente,  resulta  un 
aumento  de  $1439,532.  Del  analisis  de  las  partidas  resulta  un 
aumento  de  $1,146,342  en  los  productos  mineros;  de  $1,769,226 
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en  los  productos  agricolas,  y  de  $1,964  en  los  articulos  manutac- 
turados.  Las  siguientes  partidas  acusan  un  descenso  en  1896, 
comparadas  con  sus  similares  de  1895:  Miscelanea,  $105,188; 
efectivo,  $703,478;  articulos  extranjeros  que  pagan  derechos, 
$147,790,  y  efectivo  extranjero,  $521,544.  El  descenso  del 
nitrato  fue  de  $1,596,843;  el  del  carbon,  de  $126,667,  y  el  del 
oro,  $98,758. 

Las  estadisticas  comerciales  en  que  nos  occupamos,  contienen 
ademas  del  comercio  general  de  1896,  una  sinopsis  del  comercio 
de  la  Republica,  correspondiente  a  la  primera  mitad  de  1897, 
comparado  con  el  de  igual  periodo  en  1896.  El  valor  total  del 
comercio  de  la  primera  mitad  de  1897,  ^^^  ^^  $59^003^284,  contra 
$77,099,201  en  los  primeros  seis  meses  de  1896.  La  importa- 
cion  de  1897,  ascendente  a  $32,032,677,  acusa  un  descenso  de 
$5,997,883,  comparada  con  la  de  1896.  El  valor  de  la  exporta- 
'  cion  en  1897  fue  de  $26,970,607;  comparadas  estas  cifras  con 
las  de  la  exportacion  durante  igual  periodo  en.  1896,  resulta  un 
descenso  de  $12,098,034. 


GUATEMALA. 

MEDIDAS  ECONOMICAS. 

El  Departamento  de  Estado  ha  recibido  de  la  Legacion  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  en  Guatemala,  copia  de  dos  decretos  relativos  a 
la  situacion  economica  de  aquella  Republica.  El  primer  decreto 
dispone  que  desde  el  1**  de  enero  del  corriente  ano,  quedaran  uni- 
ficadas  todas  las  deudas  reconocidas  por  el  Gobiemo,  y  que  para 
seguridad  de  los  acreedores  se  emitiran  bonos  de  la  deuda  interior 
que  se  cambiaran  por  los  actuales  bonos  de  la  deuda  flotante,  por  los 
de  los  tres  millones,  por  los  de  la  exposicion,  por  los  del  emprestito 
de  los  bancos  en  mayo,  por  los  del  emprestito  de  setiembre  y  por 
los  documentos  autorizados  a  cargo  del  comite  de  la  exposicion 
centro  americana. 

Los  bonos  de  la  deuda  interior  seran  de  $100,  $500  y  $1,000 
y  devengaran  un  interes  de  1 2  por  ciento  anual.  Estos  bonos  seran 
amortizados  por  sorteos  trimestrales  que  comenzaran  en  marzo 
de  1899  y  ^^^  cantidades  seran  determinadas  en  el  presu- 
puesto.     El  interes  sera  pagado  por  el  Banco  de  Guatemala  al 
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in  de  cada  mes  a  partir  de  enero  de  1898.  Los  bonos  de  la 
ieuda  flotante  seran  cambiados  por  los»de  la  deuda  interior  con  el 
descuento.de  la  mitad  del  interes  acumulado  a  la  fecha.  Las 
fracciones  menores  de  $100  no  pagaran  interes,  y  el  Director 
General  de  Cuentas  emitira  certificados  en  cambio  de  las  mismas. 
Los  bonos  de  la  deuda  interior  destinados  a  cubrir  los  documentos 
del  emprestito  de  guerra  de  setiembre,  quedaran  en  poder  del 
Director  General  de  Cuentas  y  seran  entregados  a  los  tenedores 
de  dichos  documentos  una  vez  que  los  presenten  cancelados. 

Para  el  servicio  de  esta  deuda  se  consignan  15  centavos  del 
impuesto  sobre  cada  botella  de  aguardiente  que  se  venda  en 
losdepositos  nacionales,  desde  el  1°  de  enero  hasta  el  30  de  seti- 
embre de  1898,  y  despues  de  esta  fecha  se  reservaran  asimismo 
25  centavos  del  impuesto  y  5  por  ciento  de  los  derechos  sobre  las 
f^crcancias  extranjeras.  El  Banco  de  Guatemala  queda  cncargado 
^^1  servicio  de  la  deuda  interior. 

El  segundo  decreto  dispone  la  redencion  gradual,  en  plata,  de 
^os  los  billetes  en  circulacion  que  sean  presentados  a  los  bancos 
^  la  Republica.  Este  decreto  declara  en  sustancia  que  el  Presi- 
^nte,  considerando  que  el  permiso  concedido  a  los  bancos  para 
^Spender  los  pagos  en  metalico  expira  el  1°  de  enero  de  1898, 
^spone  que  se  recojan  en  los  meses  de  enero  y  febrero  de  1898 
>s  billetes  de  $1  y  $5;  en  marzo  los  de  $1,  $5,  $10  y  $50;  en 
bril  los  de  $1,  $5,  $10,  $20,  $25  y  $100;  y  en  mayo  que- 
daran establecidos  los  pagos  en  plata,  en  general.  Los  depositos 
lechos  en  los  bancos  despues  del  1°  de  enero,  se  pagaran  en  la 
-lase  de  moneda  en  que  se  hicieren,  ya  sea  billete  o  ya  metalico. 
El  decreto  de  2 1  de  mayo  queda  alterado  en  el  sentido  de  que 
los  billetes  no  incluidos  en  el  cambio  gradual  mencionado,  con- 
tmuarancomo  moneda  de  curso  legal  hasta  el  30  de  abril  de  1898. 


NICARAGUA    . 

LA  COSECHA  DE  PLATANOS  EN  BLUEFIELDS. 

Los  siguientes  datos  relativos  a  la  cosecha  de  platanos  de  Blue- 
elds  en  noviembre  de  1897,  son  tomados  de  un  informe  oficial 
™igido  al  Departamento  de  Estado. 


i 
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Namero  y  precio  de  los  racimos  de  platanos  exportados  en 
noviembre  de  1897  y  novicmbre  de  1896. 


Afio. 

Radtnos. 

Pttsdo. 

1807 " 

Ndmero. 

32,000 

45.000 

8,  500 

II,  500 

Pesos* 
.50 
.40 
.  20 
.  10 

Centavos. 
20.6 
16.5 
8.4 

*"V/   •••••••••••••••• 

4.1 

97,000 

^ 

1896 H 

11,000 

29,000 

4,000 

.35 
■30 

.15 

16.  OS 

13.75 
6.88 

44,000 

*  Pesos  de  Nicaragua. 

El  importe  pagado  a  los  plantadores  en  noviembre  de  1897, 
fue  de  36,850  pesos  ($15,227.27),  y  la  cantidad  pagada  por  flete, 
etc.,  fue  30,487.59  pesos  ($12,598.17).  En  igual  mes  del  afio 
anterior,  se  pagaron  13,150  pesos  ($6,032.12)  a  los  plantadores  y 
el  importe  de  los  fletes  fue  14,936.60  pesos  ($6,851.65).  Total 
en  noviembre  de  1897,  67,337.59  pesos  ($27,825.44),  contra 
28,086.60  pesos  ($12,883.77)  en  noviembre  de  1896. 

En  noviembre  de  1897  se  despacharon  cinco  cargamentos  para 
Nueva  Orleans,  que  comprendian  un  total  de  45,000  racimos 
enteros,  8,500  medios  racimos  y  11,500  cuartos  racimos;  y  dos 
cargamentos  para  Mobile  que  hicieron  un  total  de  32,000  enteros. 
En  noviembre  de  1896,  se  despacharon  dos  cargamentos  para 
Nueva  Orleans  (17,000  enteros  y  4,000  medios),  y  dos  para 
Mobile  (23,000  enteros).  En  noviembre  de  1896,  solo  habia  dos 
lineas  de  vapores;  ahora  hay  tres,  y  una  de  las  companias  tiene 
dos  vapores.  El  aumento  de  precio,  dice  el  Agente  consular,  se 
debe  a  la  competencia  entre  los  exportadores. 


PARAGUAY. 

EL  PARAGUAY  EN  LA  EXPOSICION  DE  BRUSELAS. 

El  honorable  John  Stewart,  Consul  General  del  Paraguay 
en  los  Estados  Unidos,  ha  remitido  a  esta  Oficina  la  siguientc 
memoria  escrita  por  el  Ministro  de  Relaciones  Exteriores,  Don 
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si  Decoud,  relativa  a  la  parte  que  aquella  Republica  tomo  en 
Exposicion'Intemacional  de  Bruselas  de  1895. 
La  participacion  que  el  Paraguay  ha  tenido  en  el  gran  certamen 
emacional  ultimamente  celebrado  en  Bruselas,  a  pesar  de  que 
/o  que  concurrir  de  un  modo  precipitado  por  el  corto  tiempo 
que  dispuso  para  ello,  ha  venido  a  demostrar  de  una  manera 
Imaria  los  grandes  adelantos  realizados  en  aquel  pais  en  estos 
dmos  anos. 

El  Paraguay,  cuyo  pasado  tanto  contribuyo  a  peijudicarle  a  los 
38  del  extraniero,  ya  no  es  actualmente  la  region  misteriosa  de 
niestras  dictaduras,  sino  un  pueblo  viril  y  emprendedor,  fortalecido 
aliento  moderno,  donde  el  inmigrante  honrado,  como  el  rico 
tpitalista,  hallaran  ancho  campo  a  su' acti vidad,  al  amparo  de  las 
as  ventajosas  leyes  y  de  uno  de  los  gobiernos  mas  liberales  de 
ud  America. 

Despues  de  la  guerra  con  la  triple  alianza  argentino-brasilero- 
cental,  en  que  consumio  casi  todas  sus  energfas,  el  Paraguay  se 
'  levantado  con  sus  propios  esfuerzos  y  en  25  anos  de  constante 
ibajo,  bajo  los  beneficos  auspicios  de  una  paz  casi  nunca  inter- 
nipida,  ha  sabido  conquistarse  un  puesto  honroso  y  respetable 
'tre  sus  hermanas  del  sur.  Prueba  de  esto  es  el  exito  obtenido 
I  la  ultima  exposicion  de  Bruselas. 

Tanto  las  artes  como  las  industrias,  la  agricultura  y  la  biblio- 
afia  nacional  tuvieron  alii  honrosa  representacion,  como  lo 
^eban  los  premios  obtenidos,  muy  superiores  a  los  que  se  les 
I  discemido  anteriormente  en  casos  analogos  y  con  un  niimero 
ucho  mayor  de  expositores,  lo  cual  hace  suponer  fundadamente 
Je  si  dificultades  motivadas  por  el  receso  de  las  Camaras  legis- 
tivas  no  hubieran  impedido  a  este  pais  prepararse  para  el  certa- 
men con  algunos  meses  de  anticipacion,  habria  figurado  con 
desperado  brillo  entre  los  demas  paises. 

La  impresion  producida  por  la  seccion  paraguaya  no  ha  dejado, 
in  embargo,  de  responder  a  sus  meritos,  a  juzgar  por  los  siguientes 
^^rrafos  que  entresacamos  del  informe  del  Senor  Oostendorp  : 

^asccci6n  del  Paraguay  fu6  una  dc  las  primeras  visitadas,  y  tuve  el  honor  de 
*P^rar  i  S.  M.,  tenicndo  i  mi  lado  al  Sr.  Hemeleers  Fi^v^,  Consul  de  la  Repu- 
"^*  en  Bruselas.  La  vista  del  palacio  nacional  en  la  Asuncion,  representada 
J^'^^gran  cuadro  decorativo  de  que  ya  he  infbrmado  4  V.  E.,  hizo  impresi6n  i 
*'  "'•  y  inc  pidi6  detalles  &  este  respecto ;  dirigi6ndose  cntonccs  al  Sefior  Ministro 
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de  la  Industria  y  del  Trabajo,  hizo  la  muy  amable  observaci6n  de  que  sc  podria 
ir  al  Paraguay  con  el  objeto  de  buscar  inspiraciones  para  crigir  nucvos  edificios. 
Los  mucbles  de  madera  del  pais  llamaron  tambi^n  la  atcnci6n  del  Rcy,  y  pregunt6 
si  habian  sido  hechos  en  Europa,  i  lo  que  pude,  con  mucho  placer,  contestar 
que  fueron  hechos  en  el  Paraguay. 

Se  puede  decir  que  para  muchos  visitadores,  la  secci(5n  es  una  verdadera  lecci6n 
objetiva  del  estado  avanzado  de  cultura  del  Paraguay,  asi  como  lo  demuestran 
los  productos  mandados  y  la  numerosa  6  interesante  colecci6n  de  vistas  foto- 
gr&Hcas  de  la  capital  y  del  campo. 

Los  premios  obtenidos  han  sido  los  siguientes : 

Cuatro  diplomas,  grand  prix. 

Dos  diplomas  de  honor. 

Ocho  diplomas,  medalla  de  oro. 
'  Diez  y  seis  diplomas,  medalla  de  plata. 

Quince  diplomas,  medalla  de  bronce. 

Cinco  diplomas,  mencion  honorifica. 

Total,  50  premios  para  40  exposi tores,  debiendo  advertirse  que 
en  la  Exposicion  Universal  de  Paris  de  1889  ^^  Paraguay  obtuvo 
54  distinciones,  con  solo  dos  grand  prix  para  un  nunero  de  ex- 
positores  mucho  mayor. 

Los  premios  enumerados  corresponden  en  su  mayor  parte  a  la 
industria  y  a  la  agricultura  nacionales,  habiendo  llamado  tambien 
muchisimo  la  atencion  la  poderosa  riqueza  vegetal  de  aquella  tierra 
y  las  especialisimas  propiedades  de  la  yerba  mate,  cuyo  uso  se 
halla  tan  generalizado  en  la  parte  meridional  de  la  America  del 
Sur,  comenzando  ya  tambien  a  propagarse  en  las  regiones  del  nortc. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 

NOTAS  COMERCIALES. 

• 

Mr.  E.  D.  York,  secretario  de  la  compania  denominada  "San 
Domingo  Improvement  Company,"  ha  tenido  la  bondad  de  rcmi- 
tir  a  esta  Oficina  las  copias  de  tres  decretos  del  Ejecutivo  refe- 
rentes  a  la  exportacion  de  ganado,  al  comercio  exterior  con  Haiti 
y  a  las  concesiones  de  petroleo  en  La  Romana. 

Por  el  primer  decreto  se  permite  la  exportacion  de  ganado 
vacuno  y  caballar,  pero  limitado  a  los  animales  machos,  pues  la 
exportacion   de   hembras   queda   expresamente  prohibida.     Los 
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dcrechos  de  exportacion  seran  de  $2,  oro,  por  cabeza.  Los  puertos 
de  Barahona  y  La  Romana  estan  abiertos  a  esta  exportacion,  pero 
los  buques  que  vengan  del  extranjero  a  cargar  ganado  en  dichos 
puertos,  estan  obligados  a  solicitar  el  debido  permiso  en  el  puerto 
de  la  capital,  donde  seran  despachados  por  el  Administrador  de 
Hacienda  si  van  a  Barahona,  y  por  el  Comisario  del  Gobierno,  is 
se  dirigen  a  La  Romana. 

El  segundo  decreto  dispone  que  todas  las  mercancias  extranje- 
ras  introducidas  en  la  Republica  por  la  frontera,  paguen  los  mismos 
dercchos  que  las  mercancias  provenientes  de  paises  extranjeros,  y 
que  queden  sujetas  a  las  mismas  formalidades  que  se  exijen  en  las 
aduanas.  Los  productos  haitianos,  manufacturados  en  Haiti,  no 
pagaran  derechos  de  importacion. 

El  tercer  decreto  autoriza  la  instalacion  en  La  Romana  de  una 
Tcfineria  de  petroleo  con  la  obligacion  de  febricar  petroleo  de  1 50°. 
Este  decreto  dispone,  ademas,  que  el  petroleo  que  se  introduzca 
del  extranjero  sea  sometido  a  un  analisis  y  confiscado  si  no  tiene 
los  150°  que  se  exije.  Los  derechos  de  este  articulo  seran  de  40 
centavos  por  galon. 

El  siguiente  cuadro  contiene  las  cifras  que  acusan  la  importa- 
cion de  mercancias  nacionales  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Santo 
Domingo,  durante  los  doce  meses  que  terminaron  en  30  de  junio 
de  1896,  y  durante  igual  periodo  en  1897 : 


Instruinentos  de  agricultura 

L'bros,  mapas,  impresos 

Cereal es : 

Maiz 

Harina  de  trigo 

Camiagcs,  carros,  y  carretas 

Carb6D  de  piedra  y  cok . . . , 

Manufacturas  de  algod6n 

Otras  manufacturas  de  algod6n 

Bicicletas 

Anitas  y  nueces 

Upulo 

Hierro,  acero  y  sus  manufacturas 

Miquinas  de  coser 

Otras  m&qinas 

Cuero,  manufacturas  de 

Efcaos  naval  es : 

Pez  nibia  alquitrin,  trementina  y  brea 

Aguanis 

Accitcs : 

Mineral 

V^etal 

Bull.  No.  8 7 


1896. 


1897. 


$2, 981 

$1, 428 

1,477 

1,336 

1,131 

389 

135,  980 

163, 078 

10,  764 

20,  588 

15,  i6o 

26,  211 

114,  749 

92,  831 

10,199 

31.012 

266 

4,908 

2,234 

2.388 

249 

287 

12,967 

11,283 

1,380 

1.798 

115.427 

106,  252 

721 

1. 177 

4.990 

5,036 

221 

312 

45.  807 

52. 486 

15.3S9 

15,616 
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Provisions : 

Came  de  vaca  en  lata , 

Came  de  vaca  salada 

Sebo ^. 

Tocino 

Jam6n 

Came  de  puerco 

Manteca 

Mantequilla , 

Queso 

Semillas , 

Azdcar  y  melaza 

Tablaz6n 

Tablas  de  ripia 

Manufacturas  de  madera 


X896. 


I56 

tli 

1,961 

2,612 

32,590 

21,037 

1.905 

2,706 

6,460 

7.316 

9.192 

4,357 

37.  247 

23r077 

5.464 

7.331 

4.798 

47" 

613 

538 

2.885 

2,332 

69,099 

65. 512 

2,958 

9,544 

15,166 

20,692 

1897. 


VENEZUELA. 


COMERCIO  ENTRE  LOS  EST  ADOS  UNIDOS  Y  VENEZUELA. 

Mr.  Proskauer,  Consul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Puerto 
Cabello,  ha  dirigido  al  Departamento  de  Estado  un  extenso 
informe  sobre  las  oportunidades  que  ofrece  Venezuela  al  espiritu 
emprendedor  y  comercial  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Dice  el  men- 
cionado  Consul  que  el  comercio  en  cuchilleria,  cristaleria,  tejas 
de  barro  y  articulos  semejantes,  es  susceptible  de  gran  desarrollo, 
pues  los  articulos  de  esta  clase,  aun  los  de  mediana  6  inferior 
calidad,  tienen  facil  salida. 

La  importacion  de  tabaco  ha  quedado  reducida  a  muy  cstrechos 
limites  por  causa  de  los  altos  derechos  impuestos  sobre  aquclU 
hoja  y  del  consecuente  desarroUo  de  su  cultivo  y  manufectura  en 
Venezuela,  que  se  cree  sera  en  breve  un  pais  exportador  de  tabaco. 

A  6  millas  de  Puerto  Cabello,  se  ha  descubierto  un  marmol 
de  calidad  superior  y  se  ha  fundado  un  establecimiento,  que  h^ 
costado  mas  de  $50,000,  para  la  explotacion  de  las  canteras. 

El  carbon  que  se  consume  en  los  ferrocarriles  viene  principal' 
mente  de  Inglaterra,  pero  Mr.  Proskauer  cree  que  haciendo  el  d^* 
bido  esfuerzo,  podria  introducirse  con  provecho  en  el  pais  el  carbc>^ 
de  Alabama  y  Virginia,  que  reemplazaria  a  la  postre  el  carbon  3-^ 
Inglaterra.  Esto  es  practicable  por  razon  de  la  proximidad  del^ 
minas  de  America  y  de  la  tendencia  de  los  comerciantes  y  fab^ 
cantes  americanos  a  aumentar  y  monopolizar  el  comercio 
Venezuela. 
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A  continuacion  se  insertan  unos  parrafbs  del  mencionado  in- 
forme,  que  tratan  del  comercio  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  Vene- 
zuela, y  contienen  indicaciones  practicas  de  importancia : 

*  *  *  Nuestro  comercio  con  este  pais  estd  grandcmente  restringido  por 
la  auscncia  de  casas  de  comercio  americanas,  bancos,  etc.  Es  casi  innecesario 
decir  que  tod  as  las  casas  de  importancia  estin  en  comunicaci6n  con  otras  de  los 
Estados  Unidos^  pero  es  evidente  que  esta  comunicaci6n  no  puede  ser,  ni  con 
mucho,  tan  eficaz  como  la  que  existiria  entre  las  casas  americanas  v  sus  sucursales 
aquL 

Una  de  las  mayores  dificultades  comerciales  que  existen  deberia  ser  mejor 
comprendida  y  reconocida  como  una  verdad.  Me  refiero  al  sistema  de  con- 
ccder  seis,  nueve  y  hasta  doce  meses  de  cr6dito,  facilitando  asi  al  comerciante 
le  hacer  el  pago  de  las  mercancias  al  tiempo  de  la  cosecha.  Los  bancos  son 
limitados,  y  en  algunos  lugares  no  los  hay ;  por  consiguiente^  los  comerciantes 
quedan  i  la  merced  de  los  prestamistas,  si  es  que  han  de  pagar  sus  letras  en 
scsenta  6  noventa  dias,  como  entre  nosotros,  lo  cual  implica  un  interns  de  1  6 
i^  por  cicnto  y  con  frecuencia  mis.  Los  tipos  del  cambio  podrian  uniformarse 
mis  ficilmente  de  aquella  suerte,  pues  aunque  no  son  gravosos  por  lo  general, 
son,  sin  embargo,  excesivos  i  veces.  El  sistema  monetario  tiene  de  hecho  por 
base  el  oro,  pues  la  plata  y  el  oro  se  entrecambian.  Como  el  Gobierno  no  emite 
papel  moneda,  los  jinicos  billetes  que  circulan  son  los  del  Banco  de  Venezuela 
y  los  del  de  Caracas,  los  cuales  estin  limitados  al  uso  local. 

LA  MINA  "EL  CALLAO." 

« 
Segun  el  Fenezuelan  Herald^  esta  famosa  mina,  con  toda  su 

maquinaria  y  dependencias,  ha  sido  vendida  por   la   compania 

primitiva  en  publica  subasta  por  la  suma  de  600,000  bolivares. 

Dalton  &  Co.,  de  ciudad  Bolivar,  la  compraron,  y  se  supone  que 

dicha  compania  representa  un  grupo  de  capitalistas  de  los  Estados 

Unidos.     Si  se  toma  en  consideracion  que  las  obras  hechas  alii 

costaron  mas  de  400,000  bolivares,  se  ve  que  la  mina  fue  vendida 

a  un  precio  muy  bajo. 

Se  cree  que  la  nueva  compania  dara  miiy  pronto  principio  a  la 

explotacion  de  la  mina,  y  se  espera  que  esta  recobrara  su  antiguo 

csplendor. 

Refiriendose  a  la  mina,  el  Herald  dice  lo  siguiente : 

"  A  fin  de  que  nuestros  lectores  se  formen  una  idea  de  la  riqueza 

dc  esta  mina  en  lo  pasado,  podemos  asegurarles  que,  segun  informes 

oficiales,  que  se  extienden  desde  1871  hasta  1891,  la  cantidad  de 

oro  que  produjo  ascendio  a  $24,290,923. 
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EL  PRESIDENTE  DON  IGNACIO  ANDRADE. 

El  General  Don  Ignacio  Andrade,  actual  Presidente  de  Vene- 
zuela, nacio  en  Merida  en  1839;  desciende  de  una  familia  ilustrc 
del  pais  y  es  hijo  del  General  Don  Jose  Escolastico  Andrade. 
El  Senor  Don  Jose  Andrade,  distinguido  Ministro  de  Venezuela 
en  los  Estados  Unidos,  es  uno  de  sus  hermanos. 

El  Presidente  Senor  Andrade  ha  figurado  por  muchos  afios  en 
los  asuntos  piiblicos  de  Venezuela  y  ha  ocupado  numerosos  pues- 
tos  de  prominenciay  responsabilidad.  El  Senor  Andrade,  en  su 
vida  publica,  no  se  ha  limitado  a  los  asuntos  politicos,  sino  que  es 
tambien  un  soldado  distinguido  que  mando  un  cuerpo  de  ejercito, 
y  tomo  parte  muy  importante  en  la  revolucion  de  1892,  la  cual 
coloco  al  General  Don  Joaquin  Crespo  a  la  cabeza  del  Gobiemo. 

El  nuevo  Presidente  ha  viajado  mucho  y  esta  perfectamente 
identificado  con  el  espiritu  de  la  epoca.  Residio  en  Europa 
por  muchos  afios  y  ha  visitado  a  los  Estados  Unidos  en  varias 
ocasiones.  Su  eleccion  para  la  Presidencia,  en  setiembre  ultimo 
fue  casi  unanime,  pues  recibio  406,000  votos  de  los  490,000  que 
se  depositaron. 

El  Honorable  Francis  B.  Loomis,  ministro  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  en  Venezuela,  y  el  cual  esta  ahora  en  este  pais,  cree  que 
la  administracion  del  nuevo  Presidente  es  favorable  a  la  con- 
tinuacion  de  las  relaciones  cordiales  entre  los  dos  paises  y  al 
mayor  ensanche  del  comercio.  Mr.  Loomis  dice  que  Venezuela 
necesita  capitales,  y  que  el  Presidente  Senor  Andrade  desea 
fomentar  la  inversion  en  Venezuela  de  capitales  extranjeros, 
asi  como  tambien  la  inmigracion,  especialmente  de  los  Estados 
Unidos. 


VENEZUELA. 

ARANCEL  DE  DERECHOS  DE  IMPORT ACION  DE   1897-1898. 

Nlimero  30. 

Art.  1**  —  Las  mercaderlas  procedcntes  del  extranjero  que  se  introduzcan  por 
las  Aduanas  de  la  Repdblica  se  dividen  en  nueve  clases^  i  saber : 
1*  Clase,  libre. 
2*  Pagari  por  kilogramo  diez  centimes  de  bolivar.  * 


*  Bl  bolivar  vale  una  peseta  (valor  nominal )  y  se  divide  en  100  c^ntimos.    Con  respccto  &  pesas  y 
medidas,  Venezuela  ha  adoptado  el  sistema  m^trioo. 
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3*  Pagara  por  kilogramo  veinticinco  centimes  de  bolivar. 

4*  Pagari  por  kilogramo  sctcnta  y  cinco  c6ntimos  dc  bolivar. 

;•  Pagara  por  kilogramo  un  bolivar  veinticinco  c^ntimos. 

6*  Pagari  por  kilogramo  dos  bolivares  cincucnta^c6ntimos. 

7*  Pagari  por  kilogramo  cinco  bolivares. 

8*  Pagari  por  kilogramo  diez  bolivares. 

9*  Pagari  por  kilogramo  veinte  bolivares. 

§1. — Clase  I. 

Libre, 

Aguas  minerales. 

Animales  vivos,  excepto  las  sanguijuelas. 

Almas,  fondos  6  calderas  de  hierro,  parrillas,  tambores  y  juegos  de  traipiches 
J  los  ejes  y  almas  para  los  mismos  y  el  hierro  nativo,  asi  como  el  viejo  en  piezas 
iButilizadas  propios  ambos  para  fundici6n. 

Arados  y  rejas  de  arado  6  puyones,  azadas,  azadones,  calabozos,  chicoras, 
chicurones,  escardillas,  hachas,  palas,  picos,  tasies,  podaderas,  con  6  sin  mangos 
demadera  y  los  machetes  de  rozar. 

Articulos  que  se  importen  por  orden  del  Gobierno.  • 

Aparatos  y  m&quinas  para  el  alumbrado  por  gas  y  para  producirlo,  y  tambi6n 
los  que  sirven  para  incubar  huevos  y  para  generar  vapor  del  residuo  del  petr61eo. 
El  carb6n  mineral  y  carb6n  para  producir  la  luz  el6ctrica. 

Anzuelos  y  alambre  propio  park  cercas  con  puas  6  en  la  forma  indicada  en  el 
cltchr  comprendido  en  la  Resoluci(5n  de  13  de  junio  de  1894,  y  tambi6n  las 
grapas  con  que  se  fija  dicho  alambre. 

Bombas  para  incendio. 

Cimento  romano. 

Carruajes,  utensilios  y  materiales  destinados  exclusivamente  para  caminos  de 
hierro. 

Ccnizas  de  madera  y  orujo  de  uvas  para  abono. 

Efcctos  que  traigan  consigo  para  su  uso  los  ministros  publicos  y  agentes  diplo- 
miticos  de  la  Republica,  i  su  regreso  i  Venezuela. 

Equipajes,  efcctos  y  muebles  usados  de  los  venezolanos  que  hayan  residido 
mis  dc  dos  afios  en  Europa  6  los  Estados  Unidos  del  Norte,  y  que  quieran  resti- 
tuirse  a  Venezuela,  siempre  que  llenen  los  requisitos  establecidos  en  el  articulo 
178  dc  la  Ley  XVI  del  C6digo  de  Hacienda  y  los  de  los  extranjeros  domicilia- 
dos  en  el  pais  siempre  que  reunan  6  concurran  en  ellos  las  mismas  circunstancias 
por  las  cuales  se  les  acuerda  i  los  venezolanos. 

Equipajes  del  uso  de  los  pasajeros,  con  exclusi6n  de  los  efcctos  que  no  hayan 
sido  usados  y  de  los  muebles,  los  cuales  pagarin  segun  la  clase  i  que  corres- 
ponden.  Los  derechos  de  los  efectos  no  usados  que  se  traen  en  los  equipajes  se 
recargan  con  un  20  por  cicnto. 

Esferas  6  globos  celestes  6  terrestres,  las  cartas  hidrogrificas  y  de  navegacidn, 
los  mapas  de  todas  clases  y  los  pianos  topogrdficos  de  minas,  litografiados  6 
imprcsos. 

Extracto  de  cuajo. 
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Guano  y  tambi6n  el  hielo  cuando  se  importe  por  los  lugares  donde  no  haj 
maquinarias  establecidas,  con  aucorizaci6n  del  Gobierno,  para  producirlo. 

Hucvos. 

Libros  impresos  en  plicgos  6  4  la  rdstica  que  traten  de  ciencias,  artes  y  ofici 
cat^logos,  peri6dicos  y  muescras  de  escritura  propias  para  las  escuelas  de  prii 
ras  letras. 

Maderas  aparejadas  i  la  construcci6n  naval  y  las  trozas  de  pino,  pitchpi 
propias  para  mdstiles  y  tambi6n  las  cuadradas  de  pitchpine  de  mis  de  o"*,  25 
espesor,  roble  u  ocras  maderas  ordinarias  no  especificadas  propias  para  ser  a 
rradas  en  tablas^  cuartones,  6  en  cualquiera  otra  forma. 

M&quinas  para  imprentas  y  los  dtiles  para  dar  forma  i  la  impresi6n9  co 
tipos,  interlineas,  tinta  preparada,  el  papel  bianco  de  xmprenca  sin  cola  6  gomi 
tambi6n  el  grueso  para  hacer  matrices  y  el  metal  compuesto  de  plomo  y  alumi; 
que  sc  emplean  para  imprimir  segiin  el  sistema  de  estereotipia. 

Miquinas  propias  para  la  agricultura  y  explotaci6n  de  minas,  telares,  aser 
deros  y  fundiciones,  no  especificados  en  otras  clases,  asi  como  tambi6n  las  prop 
para  artes  y  oHcios,  cuando  los  mismos  industrials  las  importen,  debiea 
expresarse  el  uso  que  han  de  hacer  de  ellas  y  previa  orden  del  Gobierno. 

Miquinas  y  aparatos  para  tel6grafos  el6ctricos,  previa  orden  del  Gobierno. 

Motores  de  vapor*  de  cualquiera  clase  y  los  molinos  de  viento  con  todos ! 
accesorios,  previa  orden  del  Gobierno. 

Muestras  de  telas  en  pequefios  pedazos,  cuyo  peso  no  exceda  de  25  kiloi 
tambi6n  de  papel  de  tapiceria  que  no  excedan  de  50  centimetros  de  longitud, 
de  otros  objetos,  siempre  que  por  su  dimensi6n  y  otras  circunstancias  no  pued 
ofrecerse  en  venta. 

Objetos  artisticos  de  cardcter  monumental,  previa  orden  del  Gobierno. 

Platino  (i  oro  bianco,  el  oro  6  la  plata  sin  manufacturar  y  tambi6n  el  oro 
moneda  legitima. 

Plantas  vivas  de  todas  clases,  y  los  herbarios  6  colecciones  de  plantas  secas  q 
no  sean  medicinales;  las  semillas  para  sembrar,  y  las  papas  menudas  grelada 
retofiadas  propias  dnicamente  para  sembrar  que  i  juicio  del  Ejecutivo  se  trai§ 
con  este  destino. 

Producciones  de  Colombia  que  se  introduzcan  por  las  fronteras  con  aquel  pj 
siempre  que  gocen  de  igual  exenci6n  en  aquella  Repdblica  las  producciones 
Venezuela. 

Puentes  con  sus  cadenas,  pisos  y  demis  adherentes,  cuando  sean  para  uso  ] 
blico  6  empresas  agricolas,  pues  de  lo  contrario  pagarin  el  derecho  corresp 
diente  i  las  materias  de  que  se  compongan. 

Relojes  para  uso  publico,  cuando  sean  introducidos  por  el  Gobierno  Nacioi 

Resortes,  ejes,  llantas  y  planchas  para  carros  y  coches  que  hayan  de  co 
truirse  en  el  pais. 

Los  objetos  en  que  se  introduzcan  los  articulos  libres  como  badles,  sacos 
noche,  carteras,  mantas  6  telas  que  no  desmejoren  su  precio  ordinario,  se  pesa 
por  separado  y  pagarin  el  derecho  que  i  cada  uno  corresponda. 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  ^347 

§2. — Clase  II. 

Diez  centimos  dc  bolivar. 

Acido  sulfiiirico  y  gas  iicido  carb6nico  liquido. 

Afrecho  y  tortas  de  afrecho  y  de  residues  de  linaza  para  alimento  de  animales. 
Alambre  de  hierro  galvanizado,  no  manufacturado. 

Almagre^  greda,  ocre,  bianco  de  Espafia^  arcilla^  caput-mortuum  y  toda  tierra 
para  edificios. 

Alquitr&n  mineral  6  vegetal,  asfalto,  petr61eo  bruto  y  betunes  de  todas  clases, 
excepto  el  del  calzado. 

Arcos  6  flcjes  de  hierro  6  de  madera  para  pipas,  bocoyes  y  cedazos. 

Arroz  en  grano. 

Avcna. 

Barras  de  hierro  (como  herramientas). 

Botellas  comunes  de  vidrio  negro  6  claro  ordinario,  para  envasar  licores,  dama- 
juanas,  6  garrafones  vacios  y  los  frascos  cuadrangulares  del  mismo  vidrio  en  que 
ncnc  ordinariamente  la  ginebra, 

Bombas  hidriulicus  con  sus  respectivos  tubos,  viilvulas  y  demis  piezas  acceso- 
rias. 

Botes  y  lanchas  armados  6  en  piezas  y  los  remos,  velas  y  anclas  para  estas 
cmbarcaciones  pequefias. 
Brea,  rubia  6  negra. 

Cal  hidr&ulica,  cal  comdn  y  cualquier  otro  material  semejante  de  construcci6ny 
no  incluido  en  otras  clases. 

Carnaza,  desperdicios  6  garras  de  cueros  y  las  tripas  secas  de  carnero  que 
emplcan  las  salchicherias. 

C&fiamo  6  estopa  en  rama  6  torcida  para  calafatear  6  estopar,  la  estopa  em- 
breada  y  los  desperdicios  de  algod6n  para  limpiar  mdquinas. 

^afierJas  6  conductos  de  hierro  6  de  plomo  para  cafierias  y  los  codos  y  cone- 
^'ones  para  dichos  tubos. 
*-3ft<Sn  en  pasta. 

^''t<Sn  impermeable  para  techar  edificios  y  otros  usos. 
2i-r^^5^  carretas  y  carretillas  de  mano. 
^  ^^"^a  en  concha. 


'-^no  y  trigo  en  grano. 

^  *^t!s,  calesas,  quitrines,  omnibus,  faetones  y  toda  clase  de  carruajes  no  com- 

^^^cs  en  otras  clases. 

,     ^'^^^za  de  encina,  de  roble  6  de  otros  irboles  que  se  emplean  en  las  curti- 
durias^  ^  ^ 

^na  de  cebada,  de  garbanzos  6  sea  revalesci6re  de  Barry  y  cualquiera  otra 
^    310  especificada  en  otras  clases. 

^*c  que  se  introduzca  por  los  puertos  donde  haya  establecidas,  con  autori- 
*^   del  Gobierno,  miquinas  para  producirlo. 

^iTo  redondo  6  (;padrado,  en  platina,  en  planchas  6  l&minas  y  en  cualquiera 
°^^*^<»nnabruta. 


V 
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Ladrillos  para  limpiar  cubiertos. 

Ladrillos  y  lozas  6  baldosas  de  barro  cocido,  de  m&rmol,  de  jaspe,  de  madera 
y  de  cualquiera  otra  materia  para  pisos,  siempre  que  no  cxcedan  de  sesenta  cen- 
timecros;  las  tejas  de  barro  6  de  pizarra  y  las  piedras  ordinarias  brutas  de  todas 
clases. 

Lefia  y  carb6n  vegetal  en  pedazos. 

Maderas  ordinarias  como  tablas,  vigas  y  cuartones  de  pitchpine  6  cualquiera 
otra  sin  cepillar  nL  machihembrar  menores  de  m.  0.25  de  espesor,  y  las  de  pine 
no  especificadas,  cualquiera  que  sean  sus  dimensiones. 

Maiz  en  grano. 

Manzanas,  uvas,  peras  y  cualquiera  otra  fruta  fresca,  quedando  incluidos  en 
csta  clase  los  cocos,  aunque  no  est6n  frescos. 

M&quinas,  tanques  de  hierro  galvanizado  y  aparatos  no  especificados  en  la 
primera  clase,  cuyo  peso  total  exceda  de  mil  kilogramos  y  los  refrigeradores  para 
conservar  el  hielo. 

Musica  escrita. 

Mafioco. 

Paja  6  sea  yerba  seca,  como  el  heno  y  otras  semejantes,  propias  para  alimento 
de  animales,  que  no  sean  medicinales. 

Pez  comun  blanca,  negra  6  rubia. 

Palo  de  campeche,  guayac&n,  brasilete,  mora,  sandalino  rosado  y  cualquier 
otro  semejante,  en  rasuras. 

Papel  para  cigarrillos. 

Pianos,  aunque  sean  mudos  para  ejercicios  mecinicos,  sin  accesorios. 

Pizarras  con  marcos  6  sin  ellos,  los  libros  y  l^pices  de  pizarra,  y  las  pizarras 
para  mesas  de  billar. 

Resina  de  pino. 

Ruedas  para  coches,  carros  y  carretas,  las  bocinas  de  hierro  para  dichos 
vehiculos  y  las  ruedas  de  acero  montadas  sobre  ejes  de  acero. 

Sal  de  Epsom. 

Sal  de  Glauber  y  el  salicilato  de  soda. 

Tierra  de  siena  y  tierra  negra  para  limpiar. 

Tumulos  6  sepulcros  de  marmol,  granito  6  cualquiera  otra  materia,  cuando  i 
juicio  del  Gobierno  no  sean  obras  artisticas  de  car&cter  monumental. 

Teja-mani. 

Tiza  6  greda  blanca  en  pedazos  6  en  polvo,  y  tambi6n  los  polvos  de  mirmol 
y  de  vidrio. 

Yeso  en  piedra  6  en  polvo  y  el  yeso  mate. 

§  3. — Clase  III. 

Veinticinco  centimos  de  bolivar, 
Aceite  de  comer. 

Aceite  de  colza  y  cualquier  otro  aceite  para  alumbrado,  no  comprendido  en 
otra  clase,  el  aceite  de  hueso  y  el  llamado  de  esperma  de  cristal,  que  se  emplea 
para  las  m^quinas. 

Acido  este^rico  y  ol6ico,  estearina  sin  manufacturar,  pura,  y  tambi6n  la  mezclada 
con  parafina,  conocida  con  el  nombre  de  estearina  comercial. 
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Acido  ac6tico,  hidrocl6rico  6  muridtico. 
Acido  nitrico  6  agua  fuerte. 
Aceite  dc  kerosene. 

Acero,  broncc,  lat6n,  cobrc,  estafio  puro  6  ligado,  plomo,  y  zinc  en  pasta  6 
a  bruto,  en  barras,  en  cabillas,  en  rasuras  6  en  l&minas,  est6n  6  no  estas  ultimas 
aladradas  6  agujereadas. 

Agua  de  azahares,  limonadas  y  aguas  gaseosas. 

Aguarrds  6  espirtu  de  trementina. 

Agujas  para  tejer,  de  acero,  madera,   hueso,  caucho   6   dc   cualquiera  otra 
materia  semejante.   • 

Algod6n. 

Alhi^cema  6  espliego. 

Alumbre  crude  en  piedra. 

Amarillo  ingl6s  6  cromato  de  plomo,  azarc6n  6  minio,  litargirio  y  manganese 
lineral  y  el  albayalde  6  carbonate  dc  plomo  y  la  asbestina. 
Animales  disecados. 
Anuncios  en  forma  de  almanaques  de  productos  medicinales  6  de  otras  indus- 

^paratos  6  filtradores  de  agua. 

^rneses  y  collcras,   para  coches   de   todas  clases   y  para  calesas,  quitrines, 

^ibus,  faetones  y  toda  clase  de  carruajes,  carros  6  carretas. 

^rroz  molido,  sagu,  sulu,  tapioca  y  el  maiz  pilado. 

Vzucar  mascabado  6  prieto. 

^-xu-frc  en  flor  6  en  pasta, 

ftalanzas,  romanas  y  pesos,  cxcepto  los  de  cobre  6  que  tengan  la  mayor  parte 

estc  metal  y  las  municiones,  perdigones  y  balas. 

Barba  de  palo  y  la  fibra  especie  de  esparto. 

Barrilcs,  pipas  y  bocoyes  armados  6  sin  armar  y  las  duelas  cuando  vengan  por 
eparado. 

oarrenas  y  taladros  para  pcrforar  piedras  6  troncos. 

Barro  vidriado  6  sin  vidriar  en  cualquiera  forma,  no  especificada  en  otras  clases. 

"^2nco  de  zinc  y  bolo  bianco. 

^J^cos,  j uncos  6  junquillos,  eneas,  palma,  paja  no  especificada,  mimbre  sin 

"^acturar  y  la  espiga  de  tr6bol  para  hacer  escgbas. 
^^^^  dc  aceite. 

^^^,  jarcias  y  cordeleria  6  mecate. 


^^mbas,  boquillas  y  pipas  de  b^rro  6  de  loza  ordinaria,  sin  ninguna  otra 

^^nes  de  guerra  de  cualquiera  materia  que  scan, 
^^^^tas,  frijoles,  garbanzos,  lentejas,  habichuelas  y  toda  clase  de  legumbrcs, 

^as  y  raiccs  alimenticias  6  comestibles  sin  preparar. 
"^^c  6  cafiamazo  y  coleta  cruda  numcro  3,  telas  crudas  ordinarias  que  rcgu- 
^c  se  emplean   para  hacer  sacos  de  cacao  y  de  caf6  y  para  cnfardelar  mcr- 
^"^  cuyo  color  naturalmente  oscuro  no  ha  sido  alterado  por  las  preparacioncs 
r  ^^  para  blanquearlas,  aunque  tengan  listas  6  cuadros  de  color. 
^^*"o6n  vegetal  en  polvo,  carb6n  animal  y  negro  humo. 
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Carne  salada,  salpresa  6  ahumada,  jamones  y  paletas  que  no  vengan  en  latas, 
el  tocino  y  las  lenguas  ahumadas  6  saladas^  excepto  la  carne  salada  en  tasajo  que 
es  de  prohibida  importaci6n. 

Cafiamazo  empapelado  para  enfardelar^  cart6n  Uno  6  papel  grueso  para  escri* 
torio,  para  tarjetas  y  para  cualquier  otro  uso^  incluy6ndose  en  esta  clasificaci6n 
el  papel  impermeable  para  prensas. 

CeboUas. 

Cedazos  de  alambre  de  hierro. 

Cerda  vegetal  y  sus  similares. 

Cerote  para  zapateros. 

Cerveza  y  sidra. 

Cloruro  de  cal,  creolina  y  los  desinfectantes  llquidos  6  en  polvo,  no  comprendi- 
dos  en  otra  clases. 

Cobre  viejo,  en  piezas  inutilizadas. 

Cocinas  portitiles  de  hierro  u  otro  metal. 

Coches  funebres,  incluso  los  vidrios,  plumeros  6  penachos  y  cualquier  otro 
articulo  perteneciente  al  coche,  aunque  sea  de  los  que  separadamente  pagan  m&s 
derecho,  siempre  que  vengan  con  el  coche  en  el  mismo  6  en  otro  bulto. 

Creta  blanca  6  roja  en  piedra  6  en  polvo. 

Crisoles  de  todas  clases. 

Encurtidos  en  vinagre  con  excepci6n  de  las  aceitunas,  alcaparras  y  alcapa- 
rrones. 

Enebrina  6  semilla  de  enebro. 

Esmcril  en  piedra  6  en  polvo. 

Esparto  en  rama. 

Espoletas  y  mechas  para  la  explotaci6n  de  minas. 

Estoperoles  de  cobre. 

Fuentes  6  pilas  de  hierro,  m&rmol  6  cualquiera  otra  materia,  y  las  estatuas, 
bustos,  jarrones  y  floreros  de  m&rmol,  alabastro,  granito  6  cualquiera  otra  piedra 
semejante. 

Flor  de  sagu. 

Galletas  de  todas  clases,  sin  mezcla  de  dulce. 

Gas  fluido. 

Goma  arlbiga. 

Harina  de  trigo  y  s6mola  quebrantada  para  hacer  fideos. 

Herramientas  6  instrumentos  como  mazos,  mandarrias,  hachuelas,  cabrestantes, 
fraguas,  fuelles  de  todas  clases,  gatos  para  levantar  pesos,  mollejones^  tornillos 
grandes  para  herreros,  bigornias,  yunques  y  toda  otra  herramienta  6  instrumento 
semejantes  &  los  indicados. 

Hierro  manufacturado  en  alambres  y  en  telas  de  alambre  que  sirven  de  fondo 
&  las  camas,  excepto  los  galvanizados  sin  manufacturar ;  en  anclas  y  cadenas 
para  buques,  en  cajas  para  guardar  dinero,  en  morteros  6  almireces;  en  muebles; 
en  prensas  para  copiar  cartas  y  timbrar  papel;  en  clavos,  tachuelas,  brocas, 
remaches  y  estoperoles;  en  edificios  desarmados  6  en  parte  de  ellos  como  bal- 
cones,  puertas,  balaustres,  rejas,  columnas,  techos,  aunque  vengan  separada- 
mente; en  estatuas,  jarrones,  floreros,  bustos  y  cualquier  otro  adorno  semejante 
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para  casas  y  jardines;    en  pesas  para  pesar;  en  planchas  para  aplanchar;  en 
postes  para  empalizdda;  en  anafes^  budares,  calderos,  parrillas,  ollas,  sartenes, 
tostadores  y  cualquiera  otra  pieza  para  el  servicio  dom6stico,  est^n  6  no  estafia- 
dos,  y  tengan  6  no  bafio  de  loza,  excepto  el  lat6n  de  hierro  u  hoja  de  lata  en  las 
mismas  piezas  que  corresponden  i  la  4*  clase.     Los  clavos  de  hierro  galvanizado 
coo  arandelas  tambi6n  de  hierro  galvanizado  corresponden  i  esta  3*  clase. 
Hoja  de  lata  sin  manufacturar. 
Hueso,  cuerno  y  pezunas  sin  manufacturar. 
Holandilla  azul  de  algod6n. 

Juguetes  de  todas  clases  para  nifios,  de  cualquiera  materia  que  sean  y  tambi^n 
las  metras. 

Libros  impresos  en  pliegos  6  la  riastica,  no  comprendidos  en  la  primera  clase^ 
folleroSy  cuadeinos  y  los  libros  de  instrucci6n  primaria  que  vengan  en  la  misma 
forma  6  en  media  pasta. 

Lija  con  base  de  g^nero  6  de  papel. 
Linaza  en  grano  6  molida  y  las  semillas  de  colza. 
Lino  en  rama. 

Loza  ordinaria  y  loza  de  barro  vidriada  6  sin  vidriar  en  cualquier  forma,  no 
especificada  en  otras  clases. 
Madera  de  nogal. 

Madera  fina  para  construir  instrumentos  de  musica,  ebanisteria,  etc. 
Madera  en  hojas  6  sean  chapas  para  enchapar  muebles. 
Maderas  aserradas,  cepilladas  6  machihembradas. 

Manteca  de  puerco  pura  con  exclusi6n  de  toda  otra  mezcla  y  la  mantequilla. 
Maquinas,  tanques  de  hierro  galvanizado  y  aparatos  no  comprendidos  en  las 
clases  anteriores,  cuyo  peso  no  exceda  de  mil  kilogramos ;  advirti6ndose  que 
cuando  con  las  miquinas  vengan  algunos  articulos  anexos  i  ellos  para  repuesto  y 
que  separadamente  paguen  mis  derecho,  se  aforari  el  todo  como  miiquinas,  si 
▼ienen  en  el  mismo  bulto. 

Molinos  y  molinetes  no  comprendidos  en  la  i*  clase. 

Mineral  de  hierro,  cobre,  estafio,  el  lipiz  plomo,  6  mina  de  plomo  y  el  amianto 
6  asbesto. 

Papas  no  especiHcadas. 

Papel  de  cualquier  clase  no  especificado  y  la  serpentina  6  cinta  de  papel. 
Pcscado  salpreso,  salado  6  ahumado,  que  no  venga  en  latas. 
Picdra  para  litografiar,  piedra  p6mez,  piedra  de  todas  clases  y  en  cualquiera 
forma  para  moler  y  para  amolar ;  las  refractarias  para  hornos  de  fundici6n,  las 
de  dcstilar  y  cualquiera  otra  semejante  &  las  indicadas. 
Pinturas  ordinarias,  preparadas  en  aceite. 
Potasa  com(in  y  la  calcinada. 
Salitrc  y  sal  de  nitro. 
Sanguijuclas. 

Sardinas  prensadas,  en  aceite,  en  tomates  6  en  cualquiera  otra  forma. 
Scbo  prcparado  para  bujfas,  estcfiricas,  6  estearina. 
Soda  6  sosa  comijn  6  calcinada. 
Soda  6  sosa  carb6nica,  cristalizada. 
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Sulfate  dc  hierro  6  caparrosa. 

Sulfate  de  cobre  6  piedra  lipis. 

Telas  6  tejidos  de  alambre  de  hierro,  no  comprendidos  en  otras  clascs. 

Trementina  comun  de  Venecia. 

Veneno  para  preservar  pieles. 

Vidrios  6  cristales  pianos  sin  azogar. 

Vinagre  comun  y  vinagre  empireumAtico,  y  el  orujo  de  uvas  en  aguardiente. 

Vinos  de  todas  clases  en  pipas,  barriles  6  barricas,  y  los  vinos  tintos  cualquiera 
que  sea  el  lugar  de  su  procedencia  y  el  de  su  producci6n,  ya  vengan  en  pipas, 
barriles  6  barricas  6  en  botellas,  garrafones  u  otros  envases.  El  vino  de  Oporto, 
aiin  siendo  tinto,  corresponde  i  la  4*  clase,  si  vicne  en  botellas  6  garrafones. 

Venteadores  de  caf6.  * 

Zumaque  en  polvo  6  en  rama. 

[Se  continuard  en  el  ndmero  del  Boletin  Mensual  correspondiente  al  mes  de  marzo.] 


FERROCARRIL  INTEROCEANICO. 

Agitase  de  nuevo  la  cuestion  en  la  America  del  Sur  de  hacer 
mas  estrechas  las  relaciones  comerciales  y  politicas  entre  las 
diferentes  Repiiblicas  por  medio  de  una  comunicacion  mas  rapida 
que  tavorezca  el  mejor  cambio  de  productos  entre  aquellos  paises, 
disminuyendo  al  mismo  tiempo  la  distancia,  los  peligros  y  los 
gastos  del  largo  viaje  por  el  Estrecho  de  Magallanes  y  por  las 
tempest uosas  aguas  del  Cabo  de  Hornos. 

Todos  reconocen,  especialmente  en  Brasil,  Peru,  Bolivia  y 
Chile,  la  gran  necesidad  de  un  ferrocarril  interoceanico  en  la 
America  del  Sur,  que  saliendo  de  los  puertos  del  Brasil,  Rio 
Janeiro,  por  ejemplo,  y  atravesando  la  Cordillera  de  los  Andes  por 
medio  de  un  tunel,  pondria  en  comunicacion  a  Europe  y  al  antiguo 
imperio  de  los  Braganzas  con  las  cuatro  Republicas  de  la  costa  de 
Pacifico,  tan  ricas  en  productos  naturales. 

Ya  se  ha  Uevado  a  cabo  la  parte  tecnica  de  la  obra,  pues  se  ha 
hecho  el  estudio  de  la  linea  y  se  han  presentado  los  pianos,  pero 
el  gran  obstaculo  para  la  realizacion  de  esta  empresa  es  la  falta  dc 
capital.  Parece,  sin  embargo,  que  la  cuestion  es  objeto  ahora  dc 
consideracion  practica  y  que  los  representantes  de  las  cuatro 
Republicas  inmediatamente  interesadas  han  llegado  a  un  acuerdo  y 
aprobado  el  proyecto  de  garantizar  el  interes  del  capital  que  se 
invierta  en  aquella  vasta  empresa.  El  Ecuador  no  se  ha  adherido 
todavia  a  los  acuerdos  tomados. 
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Dicese  que  en  el  Brasil  la  opinion  publica  es  del  todo  favorable 
a  la  empresa  y  que  el  proyecto  excita  gran  entusiasmo.  Reciente- 
mente  se  ha  celebrado  una  reunion  en  el  Club  de  Ingrenieros  de 
Rio,  organizada  por  el  Dr.  Olivera  Bulhoes,  a  la  cual  asistieron 
muchos  capitalistas  y  hombrcs  prominentes  en  la  vida  publica. 
El  Gobierno  boliviano  y  el  chileno  fueron  representados  por  el 
Senor  Palavicino  y  el  Dr.  Errazuri,  sus  respectivos  ministros  en 
el  Brasil. 

En  la  reunion  se  discutieron  ampliamente  las  muchas  causas 

que  paralizan  el  comercio  entre  las  naciones  de  la  America  del 

Sur,  y  se  hizo  merito  de  la  gran  riqueza  natural  que  yace  inex- 

plotada,  esperando  solo  el  influjo  de  esta  gran   empresa  inter- 

'lacional. 

La  extension  de  una  linea  transcontinental  desde  Rio  hasta 
^^  Puerto  de  la  costa  del  Pacifico,  no  excederia  de  unos  2,600 
^ilorrietros.  Segiin  los  personas  que  entienden  en  este  asunto, 
■*  <^apital  que  se  necesita  para  los  preliminares  de  la  obra,  ha 
*^^  entregado  ya,  y  solo  se  espera  para  inaugurar  los  trabajos,  la 
^^^peracion  del  Ecuador  con  las  otras  republicas, 


^isi6n  especial  del  gobierno  ingles  en 

la  america  del  sur. 

El  South  American  Journal  de  8  de  enero,  refiriendose  a  los 

^3.sos  que  esta  dando  el  Gobierno  ingles  para  retener  y  ensanchar 

*^  actual  comercio  con  la  America  del  Sur,  publica  lo  siguiente: 

**Se  nos  comunica  que  el  Gobierno  ha  encomendado  a  Mr. 

^  ORTHiNGTON,  dc   Manchester,  el  encargo  especial  de   ir  a  la 

-^nnerica  del  Sur,  con  el  objeto  de  investigar  las  condiciones  de  los 

^ercados  locales  para  informacion  de  la  junta  de  comercio  que 

^sta  considerando  ahora  la  conveniencia  de  establecer  una  oficina 

de  relaciones  comerciales.     Mr.  Worthington  ira  acompanado  de 

Sir  Vincent  Barrington,  el  cual  representa  a  las  camaras  de 

comercio  asociadas.      Ambos  comisionados  piensan  salir  de  este 

P^is,  para  la  America  del  Sur  a  fines  del  corriente  mes." 

^i  Daily  Mail,  al  dar  esta  noticia,  agrega : 

°*  preliminares  del  proyecto  que  Sir  Courtney  Boyle  hizo  pdblico  reciente- 
^^    en  Nottingham,  continiian  haciendo  firmcs  progresos.     No  s61o  se  han 
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obtenido  informes  fehacientes  de  varias  c&maras  de  comercio,  sino  que  se  han 
rccogido  tambi6n  datos  de  no  poco  valor.  Esta  informacidn  no  basta,  sin  em- 
bargo, 4  indicar  cual  sea  el  caricter  final  de  aquel  proyecto.  Esto,  segun  se  dice, 
s61o  podri  ser  determinado  cuando  los  miembrqs  de  la  comisidn  que  ha  sido 
nombrada  para  estudiar  la  proposici6n,  presenten  su  informe  al  presidente  de  la 
''Junta  de  Comercio  "  la  cual  lo  sometari  entonces  al  Gabinete,  acompafiado  de 
sus  recomendaciones,  y  el  Gabinete  decideri  en  definitiva. 


c6digo  de  nomenclatura  comercial. 

El  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  de  los  Estados  Unidos  ha  emitido 
la  circular  que  publicamos  a  continuacion,  y  por  la  cual  se  vc 
que  adopta  para  uso  en  las  aduanas  de  este  pais  el  Codigo 
de  Nomenclatura  Comercial  preparado  y  publicado  por  la  Oficina 
de  las  Repiiblicas  Americanas : 

[Circular  del  Ministerio  No.  i6.     Departamento  de  Aduanas.] 

Ministerio  de  Hacienda. 

DeSPACHO    del    MiNlSTRO. 

Washington^  D.  C,  enero  22  de  i8<)8, 
A  los  Administradores  y  otros  Empleados  de  las  Aduanas  : 

De  conformidad  con  una  resoluci6n  de  la  Conferencia  Internacional  Ameri- 
cana, por  la  cual  se  recomend6  i  los  gobiernos  representados  en  ella,  la  adopci6n 
de  una  nomenclatura  comun  para  designar  en  orden  alfab^tico,  en  ingles,  portu- 
gu6s  y  espafiol,  aquellos  articulos  gravados  con  derechos  de  importaci6n^  i  fin 
de  que  dicha  nomenclatura  fliera  usada  por  todas  las  naciones  americanas  al 
imponer  derechos  en  las  aduanas  existentes  6  que  puedan  existir  mis  tarde,  as( 
como  para  preparar  manifiestos,  facturas  consulares,  partidas  de  aduana,  solici- 
tudes de  despacho  en  las  mismas  y  otros  documentos,  la  Oficina  de  las  Repdbli- 
cas  Americanas  ha  publicado,  en  tres  tomos,  una  obra  titulada  "  Codigo  de 
Nomenclatura  Comercial,"  que  contiene  28,000  t6rminos  comerciales,  ordenados 
de  tal  manera  que  constituyen  un  excelente  libro  de  consulta  en  las  tres  lenguas, 
inglesa,  portuguesa  y  espafiola. 

Notifico  i  usted  que  la  mencionada  publicaci6n  ha  sido  adoptada  por  este 
Ministerio  para  la  traducci6n  de  palabras  y  frases  comerciales,  y  que  los  adminis- 
tradores  de  aduana,  asi  como  los  aforadores,  deben  guiarse  por  ella,  informando 
i  este  ministerio  de  cualquier  error  6  inexactitud  que  descubran  en  el  citado 
trabajo. 

W.  B.  Howell,  Sub-Secretano. 
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COMERCIO  MISCELANEO. 

REPtJBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

Inportacidn  de  Oarb6n         ^^  agente  de  una  casa   importante  de  Filadelfia  que 
Americano.  comcrcia  en  carb6n,  estd  en  Buenos  Aires  ocupado  en 

>locar  el  carb6n  de  Pocahontas  en  el  mercado  de  aquella  ciudad.  Este  carb6n 
r  Ha  usado  por  algiin  tiempo  en  la  America  Central  y  las  Antillas  y  ha  dado 
sv&ltados  muy  satisfactorios.  El  comercio  de  carb6n  entre  los  Estados  Unidos 
la  Repdblica  Argentina  es  muy  limitado  y  puede  adquirir  gran  desarrollo  si 

Hacen  los  csflierzps  apropiados  i  su  desenvolvimiento  y  se  le  presta  la  debida 

:cTici6n.     El  valor  total  del  carb6n  embarcado  para  la  America  del  Sur  en  el. 

iio  fiscal  que  termin6  el  30  de  junio  de  1897,  fu€  s61o  de  $145,000.     El  carb6n 

e  las  cxtensas  minas  de  Virginia,  que  tiene  fScil  salida  por  el  puerto  de  Norfolk, 

•udiera  encontrar  mercado  en  las  Antillas  y  en  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur. 

La  cosecha  de  trigo  de  la  Rcpdblica  Argentina,  que 
3o«»clu deTrigo en  Santa Fe.  .°  j         1    /,  •  \ 

habia  venido  practicandose  en  todo  el   ultimo  mes,  ha 

tcrniinado  ya.     Segiin  noticias  recibidas  del  Dcpartmento  de  Santa  Fe,  que  es  el 
centro  del  distrito  productor  de  trigo  de  la  Repfiblica,  la  61tima  cosecha  ha  sido 
la  mayor  que  se  ha  visto  en  muchos  afios.     Dlcese  que  la  cosecha  ha  sido  excep- 
tional, no  s61o  en  cantidad,  sino  tambi6n  en  la  calidad  del  grano,  tanto  en  peso 
como  en  color. 
El^^»Mu•  de  Aparatos         Qu6janse  los  importadores  de  Buenos  Aires  del  mal 
Eifctriooa.  estado  en  que  llegan  i  su  poder  los  aparatos  y  accesorios 

"tctricos  que  se  les  envfan,  i  causa  del  poco  cuidado  con  que  se  hace  el 
cmpaquc.  Se  cita  el  hecho  de  una  casa  americana  que  envi6  4  aquel  mercado  un 
cxtenso  cargamento  de  Umparas  de  globo,  muchas  de  las  cuales  llegaron  rotas, 
^imultineamente  i  este  queja,  consignase  el  hecho  de  que  los  cargamentos  de 
'gual  clase  de  articulos  procedentes  de  Inglaterra,  han  llcgado  en  mejores  condi- 
^lOnes.  Estos  hechos  son  de  importancia  manifiesta  para  los  interesados  en 
*?"^^  comercio. 

BRASIL. 


boc; 


Q  El  Cable  del  Oestc  y  del  Brasil,  entre  Pernambuco  y 

Ceari,  y  el  Cable  del  Amazonas,  que  se  extiende  desde  la 

.  ^  ^e  este  Ho  hasta  Manaos,  los  cuales  han  permanecido  rotos  por  algdn 

Po,  han  sido  rcparados  y  ha  quedado  rcstablecida  la  comunicaci6n. 

^^l»ortacito  da  Gknna         ^*  exportaci6n  de  goma  elistica  por  el  puerto  de  Pari, 

EUatica.  ^jj  octubre  (Sltimo,  ascendi6  i  2,074,644  kilogramos,  de 

^ales  1,061,513  fueron  embarcados  para   Europa,  y   1,013,071   para  los 

^^^'^dos  Unidos. 

MUnj^OioanMinaa        ^^  ^^^  Bento  Gold  Mining  Company,  que  hace  un  afio 

^^•'■•■'  comenz6  sus  operaciones  en  el  Estado  de  Minas,  es  propie- 

^^%de  unos  10,000  acres  de  tierra      Calculibase  una  extracci6n  de  media  onza 
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de  oro  por  tonelada,  pero  en  algunos  lugares  el  mineral  es  mucho  mis  abundante 

de  lo  que  se  esperaba  y  se  obtiene  en  la  proporci6n  de  una  onza  y  setenta  y  dos 

granos  por  tonelada.      £1  mineral  es  tan  quebradizo  que  puede  trabajarse  sin 

necesidad  de  machacarlo  previamente,  pas&ndolo  simplemente  por  entre  cilindros 

y  echindolo  en  seguida  en  los  tanques  de  cianuro.      £1  capital  de  la  compatiia  es 

de  1,300,000  ore. 

La  nueva  faibrica  de  sombreros  cstablecida  ultimamente 
Narva  Fftbrica  de  Sombreros.        ^        .     ,     ^    ^      n-       ^     r        * 

en  la  ciudad  de  Rio  de  Janeiro  emplea  1 20  operarios  y 
hace  1,000  sombreros  al  dia.  Puede,  sin  embargo,  producir  hasta  5,000  som- 
breros diariamente,  haciendo  todo  el  trabajo  de  que  es  capaz,  y  se  dice  que  lle- 
gard  i  emplear  600  operarios. 

Asegura    el    Jornal    do   Commercio    que  la    Braziliaim^ 
Abastecimiento  de  Oarb6n.      .  . 

Financial   Company,  de  Londres,  ha  celebrado  un  con— 

trato  para  el  abastecimiento  de  carb6n  del  Ferrocarril  Central  durante  el  ano 

pr6ximo.     El  precio  que  por  dicho  articulo  se  pagard,  segun  lo  estipulado,  ser& 

de  $6.25  la  tonelada,  puesta  en  el  puerto  de  Rio  de  Janeiro.     Segun  el  convenio^ 

la  cuarta  parte  de  toda  la  cantidad  puede  ser  entregada  en  Santos,  con  un  gasto 

adicional  de  75  centavos  por  tonelada. 

CHILE. 
Se  ha  constituido  una  compafiia  en  Valparaiso  con  el 

Exportaci6n  de  Game  Selada. 

objeto  de  exportar  came  helada  i  Europa,  haciendo  los 
cmbarques  por  Punta  Arenas,  en  el  Estrecho  de  Magallanes.  Dicese  que  muy 
pronto  se  exportarfin,  por  via  de  ensayo,  20,000  carncros  muertos. 

MfiXICO. 
Muy  pronto  quedari  establecida  en  M6xico  una  nueva 

XTna  Fibrica  de  Hojalata.  .  . 

industria  con  la  inauguraci6n  de  una  fabrica  de  hojalata, 

y  ya  se  ha  solicitado  del  Gobierno  una  concesi6n  apropiada.  Debido  i  la  gran 
importancia  que  va  adquiriendo  en  la  Republica  la  industria  de  muchos  articulos 
que  so  conservan  y  exportan  en  latas,  especialmente  frutas  y  legumbres,  la 
proyectada  fibrica  viene  realmente  &  satisfacer  una  necesidad,  y  se  aguarda  con 
interns  la  acci6n  del  Gobierno. 

TAbrica  de  Bicicietav  y  de  U"  fabricante  amcricano  ha  obtcnido  una  concesi6n 
Liantaa  de  Ooma  EiAstica.  del  Gobiemo  de  M6xico  para  establecer  una  fibrica  dc 
bicicletas  y  de  llantas  de  goma  ellstica.  Es  la  intenci6n  del  concesionario  utilizar 
el  excelente  caudal  de  agua  con  que  ya  cuenta,  para  generar  fuerza  el^ctrica  y 
competir  con  los  fabricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  el  comercio  dc  bicicletas. 
Otra  de  las  ventajas  con  que  se  cuenta  para  llevar  i  cabo  con  buen  ^xito  esta 
empresa,  es  la  baratura  del  trabajo  del  obrero  en  Mexico. 
Inaaffiiraci6n  del  Ferrocarril        Un  acontecimiento  de  inter6s  6  importancia  por  cuanto 

de  M^idco,  OaemaTaca  7  n       .  »  / 

el  Pacfflco.  denota  el  desarroUo  interior  de  Mexico  y  su  espiritu 

progresivo,  fu6  la  inauguraci6n  oficial,  en  diciembre  iiltimo,  del  ferrocarril  dc 
Mexico,  Cuernavaca  y  el  Pacifico,  que  se  extiende  desde  la  ciudad  dc  Mexico 
hasta  Cuernavaca.     Di6  mayor  importancia  y  distinci6n  i  este  acto  la  presencia 
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*rcsidcnte  de  la  Repiiblica  y  su  Gabinete,  asi  como  de  varies  miembros  del 

)o  diplomitico  y  otras  personas  distinguidas  residentes  en  el  pals.     La  dis- 

a  cntre  los  extremes  de  la  llnea  es  de  75  millas,  pero  la  importancia  de  cstc 

csa  consiste  en  el  hecho  de  que  el  ferrocarril  seri  prolongado  hasta  Acapulco, 

.  costa  del  Pacifico,  y  su  construcci6n  hasta  este  puerto  seri  Uevada  &  cabo 

la  misma  actividad  que  desde  el  principio  ha  distinguido  i  esta  empresa. 

■paraiaConstrnccidn        Hasta  el  27  de  diciembre  de  1807,  se  habian  recibido 

Nnevo   Palacio    Fe-  ^       ,  .  ,         , 

il.  para  examen  veinte  y  nueve  series    de    pianos,   con  las 

ispondientes  proposiciones,  para  la  construcci6n  del  nuevo  palacio  legislative 
;  ciudad  de  M6xico.  Algunos  de  estos  proyectos  han  sido  presentados  por 
canos  y  otros  por  europeos;  pero  la  mayoria  precede  de  arquitectos 
icanos. 

ininaria  Eifotrica  en        ^^  sindicato  que  explota  I08  tranvias  de  M6xico,  se  pre- 
M63dco.  ^^T2i  i  introducir  la  electricidad  como  fuerza  motora  en  el 

cio  deellos  en  la  capital.  La  compafila  es  propietaria  deunas  140  millas  de 
que  proyecta  explotar  en  su  totalidad,  empleando  la  electricidad  como  motor, 
ia  incluido  en  el  proyecto  el  ramal  entre  Guadalupe  y  San  Angel.  Calcfilasc 
:1  costo  total  del  nuevo  servicio  seri  de  unos  $5,000,000,  y  se  brindari  i 
5  los  fabricantes  electricistas  la  oportunidad  de  presentar  proposiciones. 

£1   desarrollo   de   la    industria   textil  del  aleod6n   en 

Indnstria  Teztil.  »,,    .  .         t    ,  . 

Mexico,  esti  llamando  la  atenci6n  de  los  paises  extranjeros. 
iguientes  cifras  evidencian  este  desarrollo,  asl  como  tambi^n  el  aumento  en  la 
iblica  de  la  producci6n  de  algoddn.  En  los  diez  primeros  meses  de  1897,  la 
I  Bretana  export6  i  Mexico  34,301,600  yardasde  tejidos  de  algod6n,  contra 
64,200  yardas  en  el  perlodo  corrcspondiente  de  1896.  La  importaci6n 
edcnte  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  en  los  nueve  primeros  meses  de  los  afios 
>  y  1897,  fu6  de  6,034,908  yardas  y  4,503,773  yardas,  respectivamente.  En 
lucve  primeros  meses  de  1897,  la  importaci6n  de  algod6ii  en  rama,  procc- 
e  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  baj6  de  12,146,161  jibras,  i  que  habia  ascendido 
jual  periodo  del  ano  anterior,  4  5, 1 29,429  libras.  Dicese  por  personas  com- 
ntes  que  las  tres  cuartas  partes  del  algod6n  que  se  usa  en  los  telares  mexicanos 
de  producci6n  nacional  y  que  cada  afio  se  cultiva  aqu^l  en  cantidad  mayor. 
los  (iltimos  afios  se  han  establecido  muchos  telares  y  se  han  celebrado  con- 
os  para  la  construcci6n  de  otros  en  la  vecindad  de  Puebla.  El  provecho  en 
I  industria  es  muy  satisfactario,  pues  representa  del  20  al  30  por  ciento  sobre 
apital  invcrtido. 
cttiAp  para  eotableoer        Sc  ha  obtcnido  recicntemcntc  del  Gobierno  mexicano 

**  Nuvra     Fnndicidn 

v^Minflraiea.  una  concesidn  para  establecer  en  Villa  del  Carmen,  Estado 

Coahuila,  una  fundici6n  para  el  beneHcio  de  toda  clase  de  minerales.  Los 
'cesionarios  rcsiden  en  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

^gun  los  t6rminos  de  la  concesi6n,  la  fundici6n  deberd  tener  capacidad  para 
'cficiar  diariamentc,  como  minimum,  25  toneladas  de  mineral.  La  erecci6n  de 
^ndici6n  y  de  todos  sus  accesorios  deberi  comenzar  dentro  de  dos  afios,  k 
'Urdcl  30  de  diciembre  de  1897,  y  deberi  quedar  terminada,  i  mas  tardar, 
tro  de  los  echo  meses  subsiguientes  i  la  terminaci6n  de  aquel  periodo.  La 
[uinaria  y  el  material  para  esta  obra  entrarin  libres  de  derecho. 

BoU.  No. 
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FtfrdidadeuxaOoncesidnde      Debido  al  hccho  dc  no  habcr  cumplido  la  Compafiladc 
rerrocaml.  Ferrocarril  Mexicana  del  Sudeste  con  las  estipulaciones 

dc  la  concesi6n  que  le  fu6  otorgada,  el  Gobierno  mexicano  declar6  que  el  contrato 
habia  caducado.  Esta  resoluci6n  se  funda  en  no  haber  los  conccsionarios  cumplido 
con  lo  que  dispone  el  artlculo  2°,  en  el  cual  sc  estipul6  que  dentro  de  un  afio 
despu^s  de  promulgada  la  conccsi6n  (20  de  diciembre  de  1896)  100  kilometres  dc 
la  linea,  de  San  Ger6nimo  i  la  frontera  de  Guatemala,  debian  estar  terminados. 
Con  la  caducidad  se  pierde  la  suma  de  $50,000  depositada  en  manos  del  Gobierno, 
como  prueba  de  buena  £6  en  el  cumplimiento  del  contrato. 

En  los  presupuestos   para  el  afio   fiscal  de  1808-00, 

PrerapuMto  de  1898-1899.  ,  1   >,  7     y?» 

presentados   al   Congreso   por  el  Senor   Don  Jos^  Ives 

LiMANTouR,  se  calculan  los  gastos  en  $52,089,000,  y  los  ingresos  en  $52,109,000. 

El  importe  de  los  derechos  de  aduana  se  calcula  en  $23,847,000,  y  las  coniri- 

bucions  en  $23,092,000.     Los  ingresos  provenientes  de  otras  fuentes  coraplctan 

aquella  cantidad. 

NICARAGUA. 

En  el  BoLETfN  de   diciembre   se  hizo   referencia  i  un 

Ferrocarril  Nacional.  1     1  «•  j 

proyecto  de  ley,  penaiente  entonccs  ante  el  Congreso  de 

Nicaragua,  autorizando  la  venta  del  Ferrocarril  Nacional   y    los   vaporcs  del 

Lago    Managua  que    hacen  sus  viajes  en  combinaci6n  con   aqu61.     Ahora,  el 

C6nsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Managua,  Mr.   Paul  Wiesike,  comunica  al 

Departamento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  19  de  octubre  de  1897,  que  aqucl  proyecto 

ha  sido  aprobado  y  que  el  comisionado   que  ha  nombrado   el  Gobierno,  par* 

vender  6  arrendar  la  llnea,  visitiri  en  primer   t^rmino  &.  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Para  el  equipo  completo  de  la  linea,  segun  Mr.  Wiesike,  se  necesitan  loocarros 

de  caj6n  y  3  locomotoras,  la  reconstrucci6n  de  uno  de  los  puentes  y  la  rcpara- 

ci6n  del  camino,  todo  lo  cual  requiere  un  gasto  de  no  menos  de  $100,000. 

Una  correspondencia  publicada  en  el  Engineering  and 
Minas  de  Oro.  1        •  ^  . 

Mining  Journal,  dice  que  se  han  descubierto  unas  mina* 
en  el  Distrito  de  Siquia,  i  unas  20  millas  de  Rama  y  i  80  de  Bluefields,  rJo  arriba. 
Creese  que  este  distrito  es  muy  rico,  pues  los  ensayos  practicados  han  dado  po' 
rcsultado  de  $19.50  i  $36  en  oro,  y  de  6  i  10  onzas  de  plata,  por  tonclada. 
Los  arroyos  de  las  montanas  en  la  localidad  dondc  se  encuentra  el  cuarzo» 
suministran  agua  en  abundancia  que  puede  utilizarse  como  fuerza  moiriz.  L^^ 
propietarios  de  la  tierra  estfin  abriendo  galerias  y  prepar&ndose  i  explotar  s^* 
posesiones  en  grande  escala. 

PERT?. 

Los  f6sforos  de  azufre  que  se  consumen  en  Lima,  ^ 
importan  de  Succia,  pues  no  hay  fibricas  de  este  artlcuio 
en  el  Perd,  y  su  importaci6n  es  muy  cuantiosa. 

Se  estd  adoptando  ya  el  alumbrado  el6ctrico  y  sc  crcc  que  dentro  dc  po^^ 
tiempo  sustituird  por  completo  al  alumbrado  de  gas,  tanto  en  los  lugares  J 
cstablecimiento  ptiblicos  como  en  las  residencias  de  particulares.  Muchasdcla* 
ciudades  principales  de  la  Republica  estdn  interesadas  en  este  adelanto  y,  P^^ 
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consiguiente,  la  oportunidad  que  se  ofrece  i  los  fabricantes  de  aparatos  el^ctricos 
en  los  Estados  Unidos,  es  por  demis  favorable  en  aquel  pals. 

La  fabricaci6n  de  muebles  ha  hecho  tales  progresos  en  el  pais,  que  la  impor- 
taci6n  de  muebles  extrai\jeros  es  ya  casi  insigniHcante  y  se  limita  por  completo  i 
los  de  mis  fina  construcci6n. 


bdutriade 

li  Amirica  Lcfina. 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

La  tabla  que  publicamos  i  continuaci6n,  hecha  con 
datos  suministrados  por  la  OUcina  de  Estadistica^  deja  ver 
i  cuanto  ascendi6  la  industria  de  transportes  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  los 
diierentes  parses  de  la  America  latina  durante  el  mes  de  noviembre,  asi  como  la 
proporci6n  que  de  dicha  industria  se  hizo  en  navios  americanos.  Segun  la  misma 
autoridad,  los  buques  que  llevan  la  bandera  de  los  Estados  Unidos  ocupan  el 
^do  lugar  entre  los  que  se  dedican  i  la  industria  mencionada.  El  primer 
bgar  lo  ocupan  los  ingleses,  viniendo  en  seguida  los  navios  americanos  y  despu6s 
losnoniegos  y  los  alemanes. 


Paises. 


America  Central 
Mhico 

Argentina 

Boliria . . 
Brasfl 

Chile .*.'.'' 

Colombia... 

Ecuador  

Paraguay 

Pert 

Uruguay 

V«nc2uela 


Valor  de  la 
mercancia. 


$622,  678 

3.156,580 

1,008,511 

270 

7.  543.  577 
416,  546 

659.  326 
n6,455 

524 
176.  533 
310,  301 

800,  939 


Navfos  ameri- 
canos. 


286,  378 

1,031,242 

148,  889 

270 

616,  402 

88,  531 

223,  587 

"6,455 


55. 584 
863,811 


Omndoda  Oarb6n. 


URUGUAY. 

En  un  informe  al  Departamento  de  Estado,  fechado  el  4 
de  diciembre  de  1897,  el  C6nsul  Albert  W.  Swalm  da 
^tercsantcs  datos  referentes  al  comercio  de  carbdn  en  el  Uruguay.  El  carb6n 
^^  a!  Uruguay  de  Cardiff,  Wales,  en  competencia  con  el  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
^  carb6n  que  usan  los  ferrocarriles  es  libre  de  derechos,  pero  todo  otro  carb6n 
P^  60  centavos  por  tonelada.  El  avaliio  aduanero  del  triiico  de  carb6n  ha 
°*ontado  401,000,000.  El  precio  al  por  menor  fluctda  de  $8  i  $10  (oro)  la  tone- 
**^pcro  en  1897  hubo  una  depresi6n,  tanto  en  la  importaci6n  como  en  cl 
''^gocio  en  general,  comparado  con  el  afio  anterior. 

Infonna  Mr.  Swalm  que  recientemente  ha  llegado  i  Montevideo  un  represen- 
tee de  una  de  las  compafilas  de  la  costa  del  Atldntico  mis  fuertes  en  la  exporta- 
a6n  dc  carb6n,  con  el  prop6sito  de  hacer  arreglos  para  llevar  carb6n  americano 
i  compctir  con  el  de  Wales.  No  ve  el  C6nsul  porque  el  negocio  no  ha  de  tener 
^  ^xito,  sicmpre  que  los  cargamentos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  conserven  el 
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modelo  de  limpieza  establecido  por  las  companias  rivales,  lo  cual  no  ha  sucedido 
hasta  ahora,  siendo  esta  la  causa  principal  de  que  el  carb6n  americano  decaiga  y 
no  domine  el  mercado. 

ExportacidndeLanayPieie.     La  exportaci6n   de  lana  del  puerto   de   Montevideo, 
de  Oamero.  segdn  Mr.  SwALM,  C6nsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  esc 

puerto,  fu€,  desde  el  1®  de  octubre  al  30  de  noviembre  de  1897,  de  6,705  pacasdc 
500  kilogram  OS  (1,102.3  libras).  De  6stas,  173  pacas  se  despacharon  para  los 
Estados  Unidos ;  para  Francia,  3,105  ;  i  B61gica,  883,  y  d  Inglaterra997.  La  lana 
trasquilada  fu6  larga  y  generalmente  de  mejores  condiciones  que  la  del  aiio 
anterior.  Del  1®  de  agosto  al  30  de  noviembre  de  1897,  se  exportaron  7,729 
pacas  de  pieles  de  carnero,  de  las  cuales  la  mayor  parte  fu6  i  Francia. 

VENEZUELA. 
Inctalacidn  del  sistema  de     La  concesi6n  que  se  hizo  en   Julio  de   1806  para  el 

Tranrfas  ElActriooa  en  Oa-  .  . 

racaa.  establecimiento  de  un  sistema  de  tranvfas  el6ctricosen 

la  ciudad  de  Caracas,  ha  quedado  sin  efecto  por  no  haber  cumplido  los  conccsio- 
narios  con  los  t6rminos  del  contrato.  Al  presente,  el  servicio  de  ferrocarril 
urbano  en  Caracas  es  muy  deficiente,  y  como  dicha  concesi6n  ha  quedado  sin 
efecto,  se  presenta  ahora  i  los  capitalistas  americanos  interesados  en  la  promoci6n 
de  esta  clase  de  empresas,  una  oportunidad  favorable  para  solicitar  una  nueva 
concesi6n. 


BOLETIM  MENSAL 


DA 


jEcretaria  das  Republicas  AMERICANAS 

UNIAO  INTBRNACIONAL  DAS  REPUBLICAS  AMBRICANAS 

OL.  V.  FEVEREIRO  de  1898.  No.  8. 


tELAgOES   COMMERCIAES   ENTRE  OS  PAIZES 

AMERICANOS.— VIII* 

RECURSOS  NACIONAES  DO  MEXICO. 

Nos  artigos  anteriores  desta  serie,  o  commercio  exterior  do  Me- 
^^co,  America  Central,  Antilhas  e  America  do  Sul,  fbi  principal- 
^ente  considerado.  Agora  vamos  examinar  os  recursos  intemos 
lestes  paizes  em  sua  ordem,  e  seu  estado  de  desenvolvimento  como 
^  para  o  augmento  do  seu  commercio  no  exterior. 

No  Mexico,  o  progresso  realizado  durante  a  ultima  decada  nas 
'^dustrias  manufactureiras  e  agricolas,  assim  como  no  augmento 
^iacilidades  de  transporte  que  sao  muito  necessarias  para  utilisar 
^^ctivamente  os  recursos  naturaes  de  um  paiz,  tem  sido  rapido  e 
Sectivo.  Isto  e  devido,  principalmente,  a  estabilidade,  ordem  e 
^pirito  de  progresso  que  tem  caracterisado  a  administra9ao  do 
fesidente  Diaz,  durante  sens  successivos  termos.  Nao  se  pode 
uvidar  que  o  Mexico  tem  uma  grande  divida  de  reconhecimento 
ira  com  o  habil  estadista  e  esclarecido  executi vo,  que,  com  a  coope- 
9ao  zelosa  do  melhor  intelligencia  do  paiz,  Ihe  assegurou  um 
•ande  periodo  de  paz  e  de  tranquillo  desenvolvimento.  Feliz- 
lente  para  o  Mexico,  elle  tem  sido  auxiliado  por  condi96es  eco- 
)micas  creadas,  em  parte,  pela  legisla9ao,  que  contribuiram  para 

■ 9 

^Opriraeiro  artigo  desta  serie  foi  publicado  no  Boletim  mensal  de  Julho  de  1897. 
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fomentar  as  industrias  proprias  ao  paiz  e  para  estimular  o  espirito 
de  empreza  e  trabalho. 

O  Mexico  e  muito  rico  em  uma  variedade  de  productos  de  que 
todo  o  mundo  necessita,  e  cuja  produc9ao  nao  e  sufficiente  ainda 
para  supprir  em  excesso  o  mcrcado.  O  Mexico,  no  seu  commer- 
cio  de  exporta9ao  nao  depende  de  productos  taes  como  o  trigo, 
algodao,  la,  assucar  e  carncs,  os  quaes,  se  produzem  em  tanta 
quantidade  nas  zonas  temperadas,  que  n^o  se  podem  realizar  com 
elles  grandes  ganhos,  salvo  nos  periodos  de  falta  de  produccao. 
As  riquezas  estao  correndo  para  o  Mexico  em  consequencia  da 
sua  grande  produc9ao  de  metaes  preciosos  e  outros  mineraes  que. 
se  procuram  constantemente ;  do  cafe,  das  fibras,  tabaco,  baunilha 
e  fructas  que  ainda  trazem  pre90S  relativamente  elevados  nos 
mercados  do  mundo.  No  anno  de  1897,  o  Mexico  exportou 
mineraes  no  valor  de  $42,000,000.  Nos  primeiros  nove  mezes 
de  1897,  ^  Mexico  exportou  cafe  no  valor  de  $4,574,252  contra 
$3,333,385  durante  o  mesmo  periodo  de  1896. 

Suas  exporta95es  de  hennequen  para  os  Estados  Unidos  durante 
OS  nove  mezes  augmentaram  de  mais  de  meio  milhao  de  dollais,  c 
o  total  das  exporta96es  monta  a  quasi  $8,000,000  annualmente. 
A  exporta9ao  de  laranjas  foi  muito  augmentada  em  conscqueacia 
de  descobrir-se  que  as  laranjas  mexicanas  podiam  ser  usadas  para 
supprir  a  falta  na  colheita  dos  Estados  Unidos.     Ainda  mesrn^ 
quando  ha  boa  colheita  de  laranjas  neste  paiz,  a  produc9ao  «^ 
Mexico  nao  prejudica  as  colheitas  da  California  e  Florida,  porquc 
as  laranjas  dos  respectivos  paizes  amadurecem  e  sao  vendidas  em 
difFerentes  esta95es.     O    Mexico   recebe   de    sua    exporta^ao  dc 
baunilha  mais  de  $1,000,000  por  anno.     A  exporta9ao  de  tabaco 
monta  a  $2,000,000,  approximadamente,  e  a  qualidade  da  folh^ 
e  tao  semelhante  a  de  Cuba  que  o  desenvolvimento  deste  ramo  da 
industria  agricola  parece  assegurado.     Exportam-se  annualmente 
animaes,  couros  e  pelles  no  valor  de  cerca  de   $3,000,000.     ^ 
Mexico  e  muito  rico  em  madeiras  de  construc9ao,  paos  de  tiO' 
turaria,  plantas  medicinaes  e  outros  artigos  de  uso.     A  exporta?^^ 
de  paos  de  marcenaria  e   de  tinturaria  monta  a  $2,000,000  ^ 
$3,000,000  annualmente,  e  a  abundancia  do  producto  e  tanta  ^^^ 
a  industria  e  susceptivel  de  grande  desenvolvimento. 

Uma  zona  metallifFera  de  riqueza  extraordinaria  estende-s^  ^ 
uma  distancia  de  cerca  de  1 ,200  milhas,  na  direc9ao  do  norocs^^ 
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para   o   sudoeste,  desde  o   Estado  de  Sonora  ate  o   Estado  de 

Oaxaca,  e  offerece  um  vasto  campo  para  a  explora9§Lo  lucrativa  de 

minas.     Encontram-se  nesta  regiSo  em  maior  ou  menor  abundan- 

cia,  ouro,  prata,  mercurio,  ferro,  carvao  de  pedra,  chumbo  brando, 

asphalto,  asbesto,  petroleo,  sal,  cobre,  pedras  preciosas,  onyx,  e 

marmores  de  grande  variedade  e  belleza.     Em  um  relatorio  publi- 

cado  em   Agosto  de   1897,  o  consul  geral  britannico  junto   ao 

Mexico  declara  que  estao  sendo  exploradas  muitas  novas  minas 

de  ouro  nos  Estados  de  Sonora,  Oaxaca,  e  Mexico,  e  pode-se 

esperar  um  grande  augmento  da  produc9ao.     Cre-se  que  o  Estado 

de  Chihuahua  e  a  mais  rica  regiao  mineral  do  mundo.     As  estra- 

das  de  ferro  que  se  estao  construindo,  darSLo  as  facilidades  de  trans- 

porto  que  se  necessitam,  e  sem  duvida,  serao  seguidas  por  um 

grande  desenvolvimento  da  industria  mineira.     Ja  se  tem  empre- 

gado  o  capital  americano  em  grande  escala  nas  minas  mexicanas, 

e  tem  sido  creado  um  mercado  para  machinas  e  apparelhos  ameri- 

canos  de  economisar  trabalho,  os  quaes  serao  mais  procurados  a 

propor9ao  que  se  augmentem  as  emprezas  mineiras. 

Um  mercado  para  as  machinas  e  instrumentos  americanos  sera 
^ectuado  pelo  augmento  das  emprezas  agricolas  e  pelo  melhora- 
mento  dos  methodos  de  agricultura  que  a  venda  lucrativa  no 
cstrangciro  de  muitos  dos  productos  mexicanos  deve  produzir. 
Uma  grande  parte  do  planalto  central  do  Mexico  e  muito  fertil  e 
^0  productivo,  que  continua,  com  os  mais  primitivos  methodos  de 
cultura  e  depois  de  seculos  de  uso,  a  produzir  colheitas  abundantes. 
Quando  o  povo  reconhecer  a  economia  do  tempo  .e  trabalho  que 
^  pode  efFectuar  pelo  uso  das  machinas  e  instrumentos  agricolas, 
no  fabrico  dos  quaes  os  Estados  Unidos  sao  afamados,  e  com- 
prehender  seus  varios  usos,  a  produc9ao  desta  grande  regiao  sera 
^normemente  augmentada,  e  sera  creado  um  vasto  mercado  para 
"ni  dos  mais  importantes  ramos  das  manufacturas  americanas. 

0  Mexico,  entretanto,  esta  augmentando  rapidamente  suas 
'^dustrias  nacionaes,  e  no  correr  do  tempo,  podera  utilisar,  sem 
^^vida,  uma  grande  por9ao  de  suas  materias  primas  em  certos 
^^08  manufactureiros.  O  Sr.  Ransom,  ministro  dos  Estados 
^nidos,  em  um  relatorio  em  data  de  26  de  Setembro  de  T896,  que  foi 
P^Wicado  nos  relatorios  consulares  especiaes  "  Money  and  Prices 
'^  Foreign  Countries,"  diz  o  seguinte:  "A  industria  manufac- 
^ureira  no  Mexico  tem  sido  desenvolvida  em  grande  escala,  espe- 
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cialmente  na  manufactura  de  tecidos  de  algodSio  e  de  12L  de  grossa 
qualidade,  tecidos  branqueados  ordinarios,  tecidos  para  chales, 
chitas,  e  fazendas  de  la;  tambem  na  manufactura  de  productosde 
canna  de  assucar,  alcohol,  papel,  charutos  e  cigarros.  Muitas 
pessoas  hem  informadas  crem  que  a  diminui9ao  no  pre90  da  prata 
foi  a  causa  principal  do  desenvolvimento  destas  industrias.  Sem 
duvida,  ate  certo  ponto,  isto  e  verdade.  O  grande  desconto  sober 
a  prata  deu  como  resultado  a  diminui9^o  das  importa96es  do  exte- 
rior e  o  fomento  da  produc9ao  nacional. 

Mas  outras  causas  poderosas  contribuiram  para  este  resultado, 
taes  como   uma  habil,  judiciosa  e   equitativa  administra9ao  do 
Governo  durante  a  presidencia  do  General  Diaz,  a  confiancado 
povo  mexicano  e  dos  estrangeiros  na  estabilidade  do  Governo,  a 
construc9ao  de  estradas  de  ferro  (sendo  todas  construidas  desde  o 
anno  de  1883,  salvo  a  de  Vera  Cruz  ate  a  cidade  do  Mexico)  os 
melhoramentos  dos  portos  da  costa,  o  augmento  do  commercio,  a 
legisla9ao  liberal  do  Governo  para  com  novas  industrias.    Com 
efFeito,  todas  as  influencias  geraes  de  ordem,  paz,  e  commercio 
tern  contribuido  para  este  resultado.     N^o  e  extravagante  dizer 
que,  durante  os  ultimos  dez  annos,  os  cidadSos  dos  Estados  Unidos 
tcm   empregado   nas   minas,   estradas  de    ferro,  terras,  e  outra.s 
emprezas  do  Mexico,  capitaes  maiores  do  que  o  total  da  moed^ 
em  circula9ao  na  Republica. 

Tambem  nao  devemos  desprezar  o  facto  muito  significante  dc 
que  OS  direitos  aduaneiros  sobre  os  artigos  manufacturados  de  alg<^ 
dao,  la,  papel,  tabaco  e  os  productos  alcoholicos  sao  muito  eleva- 
dos.     Os  direitos  sobre  os  tecidos   manufacturados   de  algod^^ 
foram  impostos  no  anno  de  1830,  e  foram  augmentados  vari^^ 
vezes  ate  1887.     Desde  este  periodo  tem  permanecido  quasi  fixos. 
Estes  direitos  tem  prohibido  a  importa9ao  de  muitas  classes  d^ 
tecidos  de  algodao  e  de  la,  e  pode-se  dizer  com  seguran9a  q^^ 
sobre  as  qualidades  grossas  destes  productos  os  direitos  nos  ultimas 
dez  on  quinze  annos  tem  sido  na  media  de  40  a  75  e  85  por  cento. 
Nesta  connexao,  accrescento  uma  exposi9ao  feita  por  um  escritor 
eminente  n'uma  obra  intitulada  "  Les  Finances  des  Etats-Unis 
Mexicains  d'apres  Documents  Officials,"  por   Prosper  GLONEi^» 
publicada  em   1895.     Elle  disse:  "A   industria  de  algodao  no 
Mexico  deye  seu  desenvolvimento  aos  excessivos  direitos  adua- 
neiros que  se  impoem   sobre  os  tecidos  de  algodao  ordinarios. 
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Cinco  por  cento  destes  direitos  foi  imposto  primeiramente  em 
1830,  e  o  augmento  de  direitos  continuou  ate  1887." 

0  Sr.  Crittenden,  consul  geral  dos  Estados  Unidos,  em  um 

relatorio  datado  da  cidade  do  Mexico  a  7  de  Setembro  de   1896, 

que  foi  publicado  no  primeiro  volume  das  rela9oes  commerciaes 

dos  Estados  Unidos  em  1895-96,  diz  que,  desde  que  a  taxa  de 

cambio  entre  o  Mexico  e  os  governos  estrangeiros  tornou-se  tSo 

variavel  e  desfavoravel,  e  altas  tarifas  de  protec9ao  foram  impostas 

sobre  quasi  todos  os  artigos  que  se  consomem  no  Mexico,  muitos 

dos  artigos  que  antes  se  importaram,  taes  como  cobertores,  tapetes, 

pannos  de  toda  a  classe  para  roupa  de  homens,  chitas,  roupa  feita 

de  todas  as  classes,  chapeos,  sapatos  e  outros  artigos  sao  manu- . 

6cturados  necessariamente  na  Republica  do  Mexico.     O  povo 

destepaiz  foi  bastante  intelligente  e  energico  para  aproveitar-se 

dtsiz  corrente  ad  versa,  e  por  conseguinte,  tem  construido  com 

admiravel  rapidez  uma  serie  de  fabricas  grandes  e  pequenas  para 

o  6brico  de  quasi  todas  as  classes  de  mercadorias  e  se  empregam 

Bellas  machinas  modernas  que  comparam  favoravelmente  com  as 

achinas  empregadas  por  outras  na95es. 

"Alguns  artigos  manufacturados  no  Mexico  sao  excellentes  em 

"dume,  trama  e  aperfeicoamento  e  se  usam  mais  geralmente  do 

^xie  no  passado.     Os  fabricantes  do  Mexico  tem  as  vantagens  de 

larios  baratos  e  o  livre  uso  de  for9a  de  agua,  que  se  encontra  em 

luitas  partes  do  Mexico,  e  muitas  vezes  perto  das  estradas  de 

•rroque  penetram  em  varias  partes  da  Republica.     Os  trabalha- 

^ores  inexpertos  estao  sob  a  direc9ao  de  peritos  estrangeiros  que 

^c)m  facilidade  os  instruem  na  execu9ao  das  obras  mais  difficeis. 

^cgundo  informa9oes  que  tenho  recebido,  as  fabricas  pagam  divi- 

^<ndos  annuaes  de  20  a  40  por  cento.     *     *     * 

*'Com  o  estimulo  que  produzem   as  causas  mencionadas,   o 

^ifxico  nao  tardara  em  ter  fabricas  em  todos  os  Estados  de  facil 

Access©  e  que  se  adaptam  ao  estabelecimento  das  mesmas.     Os 

pToductos  destas  fabricas  irao  melhorando  cada  dia  e  poderao  ser 

^'cndidos  a  pre9os  que  excluirao  em  grande  parte  dos  mercados  os 

artigos  mais   ordinarios.     Hoje    mesmo   se    exporta  cal9ado  de 

^Iguns  dos  Estados  do  norte  do  Mexico  para  nosso  paiz.    ^Tenho 

^'isto  aqui  alguns  tecidos  muito  bem  feitos  para  vestidos  de  homens 

^  ^ni  fato  feito  nos  melhores  estabelecimentos  custa  de  $20  a 

W  mocda  mexicana.     Acha-se  no  Mexico  grande  quantidade 
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de  la.  Tainbem  se  cultiva  o  algodSo  em  algumas  partes  da 
Republica,  mas  a  quantidade  nSLo  e  sufRciente  para  o  consurao 
e  o  que  falta  para  supprir  a  demanda,  que  monta  a  75,000  e 
100,000  fardos  per  anno,  e  importado  de  Texas,  e  custa,  quando 
collocado  nas   fabricas,  de  21   a  22  centavos   por    libra,    moeda 


mexicana." 


O  Sr.  Garden,  consul  geral  da  Gri   Bretanha  na  cidade  do 
Mexico,  concorre  com  os  representantes  americanos  quanto  ao 
grande  desenvolvimento  de  emprezas  industriaes  neste  paiz.    "A 
grande  actividade  no  fabrico  de  algodao,"  diz  elle  no  seu  relatorio 
de  Agosto  de  1897,  "pode   ser  medida  pelo  facto  de  que,  ainda 
que  haja  uma  colheita  de  algodao  extraordinariamente  boa  no 
Mexico  em  1896,  as  importa9oes  de  algodao  cm  excederam  as  do 
anno  anterior  por  mais  de  30,000  quintaes,  ou  mais  que  10  poi 
cento,  e  kto  mesmo,  n^io  obstante  ter  augmentado  muito  o  pre^ 
de  algodao."     Elle  attribue  a  diminui9ao  de  quasi    12  percent 
nas  importa9oes  de  fazendas  de  IS,  "  ao  grande  melhoramento  d^-s 
qualidade  das  manufacturas  nacionaes."     Explica-se  o  augment:-^ 
de  quasi  70  por  cento  nas  importa9des  de  ferro  e  a9o  pela  "activ^ 
dade  extraordinaria  na  construc9ao  e  melhoramento  de  obras  c3 
utilidade  permanente  para  o  paiz." 

O  desenvolvimento  industrial  do  Mexico  tem  sido  acompanhac:::i=3 
por  um  augmento  notavel  nas  facilidades  de  transports  No  p  ^^ 
meiro  de  Julho  de  1897,  estiveram  funccionando  na  Republi  ^ 
7,365  milhas  de  estradas  de  ferro,  e  ha  razao  de  esperar,  julgan^^ 
do  progresso  dos  annos  recentes  e  os  vastos  recursos  que  esper^fc-^ 
uma  sahida  para  os  mercados  do  mundo,  que  a  construccao  ^^ 
estradas  de  ferro  sera  muito  augmentada  no  proximo  futii  *" 
"Hoje,"  disse  o  consul  geral  Grittenden  no  seu  relatorio  ^ 
7  de  Setembro  de  1 896,  "  pode-se  atravessar  por  via  ferrea  qa  ^^ 
todas  as  partes  da  Republica,  e  chegar  ao  Mexico  vindo  cJ^ 
Estados  Unidos  por  qualquer  de  tres  vias  ferreas,  ou  por  vck^^ 
nificos  vapores  de  New  York  ate  Tampico  ou  Vera  Gru:2^ 
d'alli  por  via  ferrea  ate  a  cidade  do  Mexico.  Estas  vias  ferret* 
entretanto,  tem  sido  construidas  quasi  inteiramente  na  costa  ^^ 
Atlantico;  por  conseguinte,  a  costa  do  Pacifico  e  em  grande  part^^ 
inaccessivel  ou  e  attingida  indirectamente  e  por  maiores  distanc^-^ 
Tudo  isto,  entretanto,  esta  sendo  rapidamente  modificado,  e  hc^  ^ 
estao-se  construindo  tres  vias  ferreas  na  direc9ao  dos  portos  3-^ 
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Pacifico.  Em  breve,  pode-se  dizer,  com  efFeito,  que  o  Mexico 
esta  atravesaudo  em  toda  parte  por  vias  ferreas.  Essas  novas 
estradas  de  ferro  est^o  sendo  subsidiadas  pelo  Govemo." 

Desde  a  data  do  relatorio  do  Sr.  Crittenden,  a  estrada  de  ferro 

atravez  do   Isthmo  de   Tehuan tepee,   que    liga  o  Atlantico  ao 

Pacifico,  foi  concluida  e  promette  ser  um  factor  do  commercio 

intemacional,  dando,  alem  disto,  os  meios  de  facil  communica9ao 

entre  as  costas  de  leste  e  do  oeste  da  Republica  e  ligando  os 

grandes  systemas  de  vias  ferreas  do  planalto  central. 

0  commercio  maritimo  do  Mexico,  na  costa  do  Atlantico,  e 
^ffectuado  em  grande  parte  pela  New  York  and  Cuba  Mail  Steam- 
^^ip  Company,  conhecida  tambem  como  **  Ward  Line,"  que  tem 
'^^a  frota  de  vapores  que  navegam  entre  New  York  e  os  princi- 
ples portos  da  costa  do  Golfo  do  Mexico,  incluindo  Progreso,  Vera 
^'"uz,  Tampico,  Campeche,  etc.,  por  via  de   Habana.     Na  costa 
^^  Pacifico,  OS  vapores  da  Pacific   Mail  Company  vindo  de  San 
^  ^3.ncisco,  tocam  em  varios  portos,  taes  como  Salina  Cruz,  Aca- 
P^lco,  Manzanillo,  e  Mazatlan. 

O  melhoramento  dos  principaes  portos  do  Mexico,  tem  sido, 

P^r  muitos  annos,  objecto  de  solicitu.de  e  esforcos  especiaes  por 

P^rtc  do  govemo  mexicano,  e  nos  dous  portos  do  Golfo  mais 

^^^portantes,  Tampico  e  Vera  Cruz,  obras  de  grande  magnitude. 

^^rn  sido  construidas  afim  de  obter  um  ancoradouro  seguro  para  os 

navies.     Estao-se  construindo  obras  semelhantes  em  Salina  Cruz 

^  Coatzacoalco,  os  portos  do  Pacifico  e  do  Golfo  respectivamente 

do  Isthmo  de  Tehuantepec,  e  com  o  desenvolvimento  das  indus- 

trias  e  commercio  do  Mexico,  os  pontos  importantes  ao  longo  das 

costas  de  leste  e  do  oeste  serao  gradualmente  providos  de  todas  as 

fecilidades  modernas  necessarias  para  efFectuar  o  trafico  maritimo. 

Alem  das  estradas  de  ferro,  o  Mexico  tem  facilidades  de  trans- 

PWes  fluviaes  que  sao  susceptiveis  de  grande  desenvolvimento. 

^^3s  as  condi95es  topographicas  e  do  clima  impedem  que  se  possa 

''^^'^gar  OS  rios  sem  interrup9ao  durante  o  anno.     Sobre  este  as- 

sunxp^Q^  Sr.  Crittenden,  consul  geral  dos  Estados  Unidos,  em 

^^     Telatorio   que   foi    publicado  em    relatorios  consulares  espe- 

^lae^  "Highways  of  Commerce,"  em   1895,  diz:  "A  configura- 

9^^   do  paiz  e  a  natureza  das  esta9oes  tornam  impossivel  a  exis- 

^^^ia  de  grandes  rios  navegaveis.     Alguns  rios  podem  ser  nave- 

S^^cs  por  pequenas  embarca95es  por  uma  distancia  que  nao  excede 


1368  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICSc 

de  125  milhas  do  Golfo  e  62  milhas  da  costa  do  Pacifico.  Os 
numerosos  picos,  cujas  alturas  sao  de  10,000  a  17,000  pes  sobreo 
nivel  do  mar,  s§o  pouco  cubertos  de  neve,  e  a  quantidade  de  neve 
que  cae  n'elles  nao  e  sufficiente  para  formar  grandes  volumes  de 
agua  ou  rios. 

"  Nos  planaltos  centraes,ha  alguns  lagos,  cujas  aguas  sao  utilisa- 
das,  ate  certo  ponto,  pelos  indios  para  o  trafico  em  suas  pequenas 
canoas.     Os  canaes  sao  impraticayeis,  por  causa  da  topographia, 
salvo  na  costa  do  Golfo,  nos  planaltos  dos  Estados  centraes  e  do 
norte ;  mas  o  maior  obstaculo  para  a  navega92lo  interior  e  o  facto 
de  que  em  certos  periodos  do  anno,  principalmente  na  esta9i 
secca,  quer  por  evaporacao  natural,  quer  pelo  uso  descuidado  d 
aguas  para  a  irriga9ao,  os  ribeiros  diminuem  de  modo  que  torna 
impossivel  a  navega9ao  dos  rios  pelas  mais  pequenas  embarca9oe 


Mais  cedo  ou  mais  tarde  esta  perda  de  agua  sera  remediada,  po 
que  as  autoridades  sSo  vigilantes  em  proteger  e  guardar  todos 
elementos  que  contribuem  para  o  progresso  do  Mexico.  E^ 
falta  de  meios  de  navega9ao  podia  ser  remediada,  ate  certo  pontn^-o, 
pela  canalisa9ao  ou  pela  conserva9ao  das  aguas  nasbacias  natur:k^  -^s 
que  existem  em  varias  partes  da  republica,  desviando-as  em  cer^cz^is 
esta9oes  do  anno  para  os  ribs  ou  canaes  que  se  podem  nave^^  :^r, 
afim  de  manter  constantemente  a  necessaria  profundidade." 

O  Governo  do  Mexico  ja  deu  provas  de  que  conhece  o  \zj^  "lor 
de  taes  emprezas  contractando  varios  canaes  importantes,  incluix""^  <io 
o  canal  de  Chijol,  que  se  estende  de  Tampico  a  Tuxpan  a  urn.  wna 
distancia  de  200  milhas,  e  a  canalisa9ao  do  Rio  Tempoal    €^u€ 
despeja  no  Panaco  perto  de  Tampico.     Ha  muitos  outros  rios  e 
ribeiros  que  podem  ser  utilisados  por  meio  de  melhoramentos    de 
maior  ou  menor  magnitude,  e  quando  o  Mexico  tiver  side   pro- 
vido  de  um  systema  efficiente  de  vias  fluviaes,  seu   commero'o 
interno  sera   muito    augmentado.     "Os   esfor90s    do    Preside nte 
Diaz  e  sua  liberalidade  para  com  as  emprezas  de  vias  ferreas  e-  as 
linhas   de   vapores,"  diz  o   consul  geral   Crittenden,  foram     os 
principaes  factores  do  estabelecimento  de  meios  de  communicacrao 
na  Republica,  realisando  o  que  nenhum  dos  seus  predecessaf^^ 
puderam  fazer^isto  e,  tornar  este  paiz  um  dos  mais  prosperos  cJ^ 
hispano-americanos.      Pode-se  assumir     que    a    mesma   politi^^ 
geral  sera  seguida  no  melhoramento  dos  rios  e    estradas,  co^ 
resultados  correspondentemente  beneficos. 
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O   desenvolvimento  intemo  do  Mexico  e  o  augmento  de  suas 

iudustrias  e  commercio  nacional  sao  de  importancia  e  de  interesse 

especial  para  o  povo  dos  Estados  Unidos,  porque  contribuem  n§Lo 

somente  para  o  augmento  geral  do   commercio,  mas    criam  as 

nielhores  condicOes  para  o  emprego  de  capitaes  e  trabalhadores 

cntendidos  dos  Estados   Unidos,  e  para  a  venda   de  machinas, 

^nstrumentos,  ferragens  e  grande  variedade  de  outras  manufecturas 

aniericanas,  no  fabrico  dos  quaes  os  Estados  Unidos  sSio  eminen- 

^^s.     Capitaes  americanos  ja  estao  empregados  em  grande  escala 

^as  estradas  de  ferro  e  minas  do  Mexico,  e  pode-se  esperar  que 

eaiprezas  agricolas  e  manufactureiras  tambem  attrahirSo  os  capi- 

^^s  e  OS  peritos  da  grande  Republica  do  norte.      Felizmente,  os 

artigos  que  se  ofFerecem  para  a  troca  por  um  paiz,  s^io  de  natur- 

reza    que,  com  poucas  excep95es  nao  fazem  concurrencia  com  as 

'^uiis^rias  nacionaes  do  outro,  e  a  propor92LO  que  os  recursos  inter- 

'^os  cio  Mexico  se  forem  desenvolvendo,  as  rela95es  commerciaes 

^^^  ciuas  Republicas  deverao  tomar-se  mais  estreitas  e  fortificadas. 


BRAZIL. 

IMMIGRAgAO  EM.    1896. 

O  ultimo  relatorio  do  consul  geral  dos  Paizes  Baixos  no  Rio 
^^  Janeiro  menciona  que  durante  o  anno  de  1896,  99,379  immi- 
S^^ntes  desembarcaram  no  porto  do  Rio  de  Janeiro,  e  58,579  no 
P^rto  de  Santos,  isto  e  um  total  de  1  57,948  individuos  perten- 
^^ntes  as  seguintes  nacionalidades : 

^^li^nos 96.  324 

^^spanh6es 24,  153 


Au 


'^uguezes 22,  299 

striacos 8,  365 

^^l^mftes 1, 070 

*^*»Ssos 562 

**^«ricanos  do  Norte. . .   47^ 

^'^^Hcezcs 328 

**issos 153 

^^^lezes 63 

^**iamarquezes 55 

r^lgas 22 

^  ^llandezes 7 

^'^ersas  nacionalidades if  046 
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Este  relatorio  se  refere  somente  aos  portos  do  Rio  de  Janeiro  e 
de  Santos;  nao  computa  as  entradas  nos  outros  portos  do  Brazil, 
especialmente  os  do  rio  Amazonas  onde  se  estabeleceu  recente- 
mente  um  servi9o  regular  de  immigra9ao. 

ESTRADAS  DE  FERRO  DO  SUL  DO  BRAZIL. 

Le-se  no  BresU  de  Pariz  de  26  de  Dezembro  ultimo : 

**Inaugurou-se  no  dia  15  de  Novembro  a  esta9aio  de  Carasinho, 
da  linha  ferrea  de  Santa  Maria  ao  Uruguay,  pertencente  a  Com- 
panhia  de  Estradas  de  Ferro  Sudoeste  Brasileiras.  Esta  linha  faz 
parte  da  concessao  de  Itarare  a  Santa  Maria  da  Bocca  do  Monte 
e  ramaes,  dividida  entre  duas  companhias:  uma  Brazileira,  a  de 
Sao  Paulo  ao  Rio  Grande,  que  construe  as  linhas  do  Estado  do 
Parana,  e  a  outra  Belga,  Estradas  de  Ferro  Sudoeste  Brazileiras 
que  construe  as  do  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.  Das  linhas  desta  ultima 
companhia  foram  entregues  ao  trafico  299  kilometros,  dos  quaes 
160  de  Santa  Maria  a  Cruz  Alta,  e  139  deste  ponto  a  novaesta^So 
de  Carasinho.  Antes  do  fim  do  anno  sera  inaugurada  a  esta9ao 
de  Passo  Fundo,  a  54^  kilometros  desta  ultima  esta92LO,  o  que 
elevara  a  extensSo  das  linhas  em  trafico  a  354J^  kilometros. 

"  Pela  sua  parte  as  linhas  da  Companhia  Sao  Paulo  ao  Rio 
Grande  estSo  muito  adiantadas.  Os  trabalhos  de  aterro  estSio  quasi 
concluidos  em  uma  extensSo  de  96  kilometros  ao  norte  de  Ponta 
Grossa,  e  em  bom  andamento  em  uma  extensSLo  de  150  kilometros 
ao  sul  desse  ponto.     A  colloca9ao  dos  trilhos  progride  rapidamente. 

"A  concessao  de  Itarare  e  uma  das  que  teem  dado  melhores 
resultados  practicos.  Os  trabalhos  come9aram  em  1890  e  teem-sc 
construido  ate  o  presente  cerca  de  560  kilometros,  isto  e  80  kilo- 
metros por  anno." 


COSTA  RICA. 

DESENVOLVIMENTO  FINANCEIRO  E  COMMERCIAL. 

Extrahimos  de  documentos  ofRciaes  remettidos  a  esta  Secretaria 
pelo  Sr.  Manuel  Arag6n,  director  geral  de  Estatistica,  a  seguinte 
informa9ao  relativa  ao  desenvolvimento  da  Republica  de  Costa 
Rica. 

A  popula9ao  tem  augmentado  constantemente  durante  os  ultimos 
quatorze  annos.  O  recenseamento  geral  de  1882-83  calcula  o 
numero  da  popula9ao  em  182,528  e  o  de  1895-96,  em  285,cx)3. 
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Segundo  o  calculo  feito  a  31  de  Mar90  de  1897,  ^  popuIa93o 
actual  e  de  294,941,  que  mostra  um  augmento  de  112,413  nos 
ultimos  quatorze  annos.  Durante  o  exercicio  db  1 895-96,  a  circu- 
lacao  do  papel  moeda  nacional  foi  reduzida  a  $2,764  e  a  dos  certi- 
ficados  de  guerra  a  $98,669.  Esta  circula9ao  foi  reduzida  ainda 
mais,  de  modo  que  a  31  de  Mar90,  1897,  nio  havia  em  circula9ao 
0  papel  moeda  nacional  e  os  certificados  de  guerra  tinham  diminuido 
a  $79455.75.  Na  mesma  data  a  divida  interna  montava  a 
$1,117,000. 

0  meio  circulante  do  paiz  no  fim  do  exercicio  de  1895-96, 
montava  a  $20.08,  por  cabe9a  da  popula9So.  A  unidade  mone- 
taria  e  o  colon,  que  e  uma  moeda  de  ouro  de  778  milligrammas 
de  peso  e  de  900  millesimos  de  fineza,  e  equivale  a  46^  centavos 
na  moeda  de  ouro  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Desde  o  decreto  de  24 
de  Outubro  de  1896,  que  estabeleceu  o  padrao  de  ouro,  a  moeda 
de  prata  tern  sido  empregada  como  moeda  subsidiaria. 

A  cultura  e  a  exporta9ao  do  cafe  constituem  o  principal  negocio 
da  Republica.  Segundo  os  relatorios  da  Reparti9ao  de  Estatistica 
Nacional,  o  total  do  cafe  exportado  no  primeiro  semestre  de  1897 
montou  a  $4,666, 160  (ouro).  Durante  o  mesmo  periodo  bananas 
foram  exportadas  no  valor  de  $225,267.50;  madeira  no  valor  de 
$262,862.64,  e  outros  artigos  no  valor  de  $47,676.19.  Destas 
cxporta9Qes,  a  Gr2L  Bretanha  recebeu  no  valor  de  $2,770,196;  os 
Estados  Unidos  no  valor  de  $1,359,470,  a  Allemanha  no  de 
$924,300  e  OS  demais  paizes  no  de  $148,000.  O  total  das  impor- 
tacoes  durante  o  mesmo  periodo  montou  a  $2,252,970. 

As  importa96es  dos  paizes  foram  as  seguintes  : 


Paizes. 


Estados  Unidos. 

Allemanha 

^Dglaterra  ..*.*.'., 

^'^9a.. 

Italia '.'..'/.. 

Jespanha 

«lgica 

America  do  Sul, 

St  Thomas . 

Cuba. 


Nicaragua 

Guatemala 

^vador 

Jolumespostaes. 
°*8^em  pcssoal 

Total 


Valor  cm  ouro. 

Por  cento. 

$871,  646.  91 

38.69 

357.652.02 

15.87 

518,833.37 

23.0a 

167,  303.  77 

7.43 

83. 070-  50 

3.68 

55.154.48 

2.45 

4.  893.  50 

0.  22 

94,  571.  90 

4.  20 

445.00 

0.02 

20,  543.  78 

0.91 

10,  739.  90 

0.48 

28S.06 

0.  OC 

21,  334.  50 

0.95 

44, 999-  30 

2.00 

I,  493-  40 

0.07 

2, 252,  970.  39 

100 

1372  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

O  cafe  exportado  foi  distribuido  do  modo  seguinte : 

Sacc 
Para  Londres 133,  ( 

Para  Hamburgo 24, 1 

Para  New  York 33, 1 

Para  Cal  ifornia 19,  < 

Para  Bremen 12,  ^ 

Para  Bordeaux 5 J 

Para  os  demais  paizes i, ; 


GUATEMALA. 

MEDIDAS   FINANCEIRAS. 

O   Ministerio  de   Estado  recebeu  da  Lega95o  americana  • 
Guatemala  copias  de  dous  decretos  relativos  a  situa9§Lo  finance 
daquella    Republica.     O   teor  do  primeiro  decreto  e  como 
segue : 

Desde  o  primeiro  de  Janeiro  do  anno  corrente,  todas  as  divia 
do  Governo  serao  unificadas,  e  como  garantia  dos  credores,  apoli 
da  divida  interna  serSo  emittidas,  as  quaes  serao  trocaveis  pe 
apolices  da  actual  divida  fluctuante,  as  do  emprestimo  de  t 
milhoes,  as  da  exposi9ao,  o  emprestimo  dos  bancos  em  Maic 
emprestimo  de  Setembro  e  os  titulos  garantidos  pela  Exposi^ 
da  America  Central. 

As  apolices  da  divida  interna  serio  emittidas  nas  denomina9« 
de  $100,  $500,  e  $1,000,  a  12  por  cento  por  anno.     Estas  ap« 
ces  serao  amortizadas  por  sorteios  trimensalmente  que  come9a 
no  mez  de  Mar9o  de  1899,  e  cujas  quantias  ser^o  determina* 
no  or9amento;  os  juros  serSo  pagos  pelo  Banco  de  Guatemala 
fim  de  cada  mez-desde  Janeiro  de   1898;  as  apolices  da  div 
fluctuante  serao  trocaveis  pelas  apolices  da  divida  interna  com  " 
desconto  da  metade  dos  juros  accumulados  na  data  da  transac9 
as  denomina9oes   de    menos  de    $100  n2io  receberSo  juros  m 
director  geral  de  contas  emittira  certificados  das  mesmas. 
apolices  da  divida  interna  que  estio  destinadas  ao  resgate  do  emp 
timo  de  guerra  de  Setembro,  serSo  detidas  pelo  director  geral 
contas  e  serSo  entregues  aos  possuidores  quando  estes  apresentax 
OS  documentos  cancellados. 

Para  o  pagamento  desta  divida,  serSLs  destinados  15  centavos 
imposto  cobrado  sobre  cada  garrafa  de  bebidas  espirituosas  vend 
DOS  depositos  do  paiz,  desde  o  primeiro  de  Janeiro  ate  30 
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!mbro  de  1898,  e  depois  desta  data,  25  centavos  deste  imposto 
centavos    dos   impostos   de    importa9ao   sobre    mercadorias 
mgeiras.     O  Banco  de  Guatemala  esta  incumbido  da  admi- 
racao  da  divida  interna. 

)  segundo  decreto  estipula  o  resgate  gradual  em  prata  de  lodos 
)ilhetes  a  receber  emittidos  pelos  varios  bancos  da  Republica  e 
que  o  Presidente,  considerando  que  o  prazo  concedido  aos 
cos  para  a  suspensao  de  pagamentos  em  moeda  termina  no 
neiro  de  Janeiro  de  1898,  resolve  o  seguinte: 
S^os  mezes  de  Janeiro  e  Fevereiro  de  1898,  os  bilhetes  das 
omina96es  de  $1  e  $5  serao  trocados:  em  Mar90  os  de  $1,  $5, 
>  e  $50;  em  Abril,  os  de  $1,  $5,  $iO,  $20,  $25  e  $100;  no 
aeiro  de  Maio  a  troca  geral  de  prata  sera  reestabelecida. 
)s  depositos  recebidos  pelos  bancos  depois  do  primeiro  de 
^iro  serao  pagos  na  mesma  classe  de  moeda  em  que  se  fizeram 
epositos,  quer  papel,  quer  moeda.  O  decreto  de  2 1  de  Maio 
alterado,  sendo  comprehendido  que  os  bilhetes  nSlo  incluidos 
esgate  acima  mencionado  continuirSo  a  ser  a  moeda  legal  ate 
ie  Abril  de  1898. 


PARAGUAY. 

O  PARAGUAY  NA  EXPOSIQAO  DE  BRUXELLAS. 

ista  Secretaria  recebeu  do  Honrado  Senhor  John  Stewart, 
isul  geral  do  Paraguay  nos  Estados  Unidos  a  seguinte  memo- 
escripta  pelo  ministro  de  rela95es  exteriores,  Don  Jose 
^coND,  relativa  a  parte  que  aquella  Republica  tomou  na  Exposi- 
>  Internacional  de  Bruxellas  de  1895. 

A  participa9ao  que  o  Paraguay  teve  na  grande  exposi9ao  inter- 
-ional  ultimamente  celebrada  em  Bruxellas,  apezar  de  ter  de 
^correr  de  um  modo  precipitado  pelo  curto  tempo  que  dispoz 
^a  ella,  demonstrou  de  maneira  convincente  o  grande  adianta- 
'ito  realizado  naquelle  paiz  nestes  ultimos  annos. 
0  Paraguay,  cujo  passado  tanto  contribuiu  para  prejudical-o 
'  olhos  do  estrangeiro,  ja  n^o  e  actualmente  a  regiao  mysteriosa 
sinistras  dictaduras,  mas  um  povo  viril  e  emprehendedor,  que 
^nde  aos  impulsos  modemos,  onde  o  immigrante  honrado 
no  o  rico  capitalista  encontrarao  largo  campo  a  sua  actividade, 
BuU.  No.  8 9 
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sob  a  protec9ao  das  mais  vantajosas  leis  e  de  um  dos  govemos 
mais  liberaes  da  America  do  Sul. 

Depois  da  guerra  com  a  triplice  allian9a  argentino-brazileiro- 
oriental  em  que  consumiu  quasi  todas  suas  energias,  o  Paraguay 
tem-se  levantado  com  seus  proprios  esfor9os  e  em  vinte  e  cinco 
annos  de  constante  trabalho,  sob  os  beneficos  auspicios  de  uma 
paz  quasi  nunca  interrompida,  tem  conseguido  chegar  a  um  posto 
honroso  e  invejaverentre  suas  irmas  do  sul.  Prova  disto  e  o  exito 
obtido  na  ultima  exposi9ao  de  Bruxellas. 

As  artes  industrias  nacionaes,  a  agricultura  ea  bibliographia, 
tiveram  alii  honrosa  representa9ao,  como  o  provam  os  premies 
obtidos,  muito  superiores  aos  que  Ihes  foram  conferidos  anterior- 
mente  em  casos  analogos,  e  com  um  numero  muito  maior  de  ex- 
positores,  e  si  as  difficuldades  motivadas  pelo  recesso  das  Camaras 
legislativas  nSo  tivessem  impedido  ao  paiz  preparar-se  para  a  ex- 
posi9ao,  teria  figurado  com  inesperado  brilho  entre  os  demais 
paizes. 

A  impressSo  produzida  pela  sec9ao  paraguaya  n^o  deixou,  com- 
tudo,  de  corresponder  a  seus  meritos,  a  julgar  pelos  seguintes  para- 
graphos  que  extrahimos  do  relatorio  apresentado  pelo  Sr.  Oosten- 
DORP  ao  Govern©  da  Republica. 

O  Paraguay  foi  uma  das  primeiras  sec^oes  visitadas  e  live  a  honra  de  acom- 
panhar  a  S.  M.  tendo  a  meu  lado  o  Sr.  Hemeleers  Fi^vi,  Consul  da  Republica 
em  Bruxellas.  A  vista  do  palacio  nacional  em  Assumpgao,  represencada  pelo 
grande  quadro  decoracivo  de  que  ji  informei  a  V.  Ex.,  causou  impresslo  em 
S.  M.,  e  me  pediu  detalhes  a  este  respeito;  dirigindo-se  entao  ao  Sr.  Ministro 
da  Industria  e  do  Trabalho,  fez  a  muito  amavel  observagao  que  se  poderia  ir  ao 
Paraguay  com  o  objecto  de  buscar  inspiragoes  para  construir  novos  edificios. 
A  mobilia  de  madeira  do  paiz  chamou  tambem  a  atten^ao  do  rei,  e  perguntou 
si  tinha  sido  feita  no  Europa,  ao  que  pude,  com  muito  prazer,  responder  que  foi 
feita  no  Paraguay.  Pode-se  dizer  que  para  muitos  visitantes,  a  secgSo  6  uma. 
verdadeira  rela^ao  do  est  ado  adiantado  de  cultura  do  Paraguay,  assim  como  o 
demonstram  os  productos  mandados  e  a  numerosa  e  interessante  coUec^ao  de 
vistas  photographicas  da  capital  e  do  campo. 

Os  premios  conferidos  a  expositores  paraguayos  foram  os 
seguintes : 

Quatro  diplomas,  premio  grande. 
Dois  diplomas,  de  honra. 
Oito  diplomas,  medalhas  de  ouro. 
Dezaseis  diplomas,  medalhas  de  prata. 
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Quinze  diplomas,  medalhas  de  bronze. 

Cinco  diplomas,  men96es  honrosas. 

Foi  um  total  de  50  premios  para  40  expositores.  Deve-se  notar 
quena  Exposi9ao  Universal  de  Pariz  de  1889,  o  Paraguay  obteve 
54  distinc^oes  com  so  dous  premios  grandes  para  um  numero  de 
expositores  muito  mais  importante. 

Os  premios  enumerados  correspondem  em  sua  maior  parte  a 
industria  e  a  agricultura  nacional;  a  poderosa  riqueza  vegetal 
daquella  terra  chamou  tambem  muito  a  atten9ao,  assim  como  as 
propriedades  notaveis  da  herva  matte,  cujo  uso  se  acha  tSo  gene- 
ralisado  na  parte  meridional  da  America  do  Sul,  come9ando  ja 
tambem  a  propagar-se  nas  regioes  do  norte : 


VENEZUELA. 

COMMERCIO  DOS  EST  ADOS  UNIDOS  COM  VENEZUELA.  ^ 

0  Sr.  Proskauer,  consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Puerto 
Cabello,  remetteu  ultimamente  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado  um 
extcnso  e  interessante  artigo  sobre  as  opportunidades  em  Vene- 
zuela de  emprezas  commerciaes  americanas.  Diz  que  o  com- 
mercio  de  cutelaria,  telhas  de  vidro  e  de  barro  e  artigos  semelhantes, 
pode  ser  muito  augmentado,  e  que  as  qualidades  ordinarias  destes 
pnxiuctos  encontram  uma  prompta  venda  neste  paiz.  Em  conse- 
qucncia  dos  excessivos  impostos  sobre  o  tabaco,  e,  por  conseguinte, 
0  descnvolvimento  da  sua  cultura  e  fabrico  nacional,  a  importa9ao 
deste  artigo  tem  sido  muito  restringida  e  se  ere  que  Venezuela 
tornar-se-ha  breve  .exportadora. 

Dentro  de  6  milhas  de  Puerto  Cabello  foi  descoberto  mar- 
more  dc  boa  qualidade,  e  obras  que  custam  mais  de  $50,000  ja 
foram  installadas  para  explorar  as  pedreiras. 

0  carvao  de  pedra  que  se  emprega  nas  estradas  de  ferro  procede 
principalmente  da  Inglaterra,  mas  o  Sr.  Proskauer  ere  que,  si  se 
csfor9arem  diligentemente,  o  carvao  dos  Estados  de  Alabama  e  de 
Virginia  pode  ser  introduzido  neste  paiz  com  vantagem  e  final- 
mente  poderia  supplantar  o  carvio  inglez.  Essa  suggestao  parece 
pratica  e  opportuna,  em  vista  da  proximidade  das  minas  ameri- 
canas e  a  disposi9ao  por  parte  dos  commerciantes  e  fabricantes 
Americanos  de  augmentar  o  seu  commercio  com  Venezuela. 
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A  seguinte  informa9ao  e  extrahida  de  um  relatorio  sobre  o 
commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  Venezuela,  e  contem  sug- 
gestoes  valiosas  e  praticas: 

*  *  *  O  commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  estc  paiz  6  muito  prejudi- 
cado  pcla  falta  de  casas  bancarias  amcricanas,  etc.  Nao  6  necessario  dizer  que 
todas  as  casas  grandes  tern  seus  estabelecimentos  americanos,  mas  €  evidcnte  que 
isto  nao  substitue  a  falta  de  communicagao  cntre  as  casas  americanas  nos  Estados 
Unidos  e  seus  estabelecimentos  aqui. 

Uma  das  nossas  principaes  difficuldades  de  commercio  dcve  ser  comprehendida 
mais  claramente  e  publicada  para  o  conhecimento  do  publico.      Rcfiro-me  ao 
systema  de  dar  ao  commerciante  um  credito  de  seis,  nove,  ou  at6  doze  mezcs 
para  dar-lhe  tempo  de  esperar  pela  colheita.      Os  bancos  sao  limitados  e  em 
alguns  lugares  nao    existem.      Por  conseguinte,  os    commerciantcs,   se    tem  dc 
fazer  os  pagamentos  dentro  de  60  ou  90  dias,  como  succede  comnosco,  ficam  nas 
maos  dos  emprestadores  de  dinheiro  e  tfim  de  pagar  juros  i  razao  de    1  ou  ijf 
por  cento  por  mez  ou  mais.      A  taxa  de  cambio,  assim,  podia  ser  regulada  mais 
facilmente,  a  qual,  ainda  que  seja  raramente  pesada,  algumas  vezes  6  muito  alta. 
A  moeda  repousa   praticamente   sobre  o  padrao  de    ouro,  podendo  o  ouro  cor^ 
verter-se  em  prata  e  vice-versa.      Estando  prohibida  a  emissao  de  papal-moed^^ 
pelo  Governo,  os  unicos  bilhetes  que  estao  em  circulacao  sao  os  do  Banco  dl^ 
Venezuela  e  do  Banco  de  Caracas,  e  sao  limitados  ao  uso  local. 

CONTRACTO     PARA     O     ESTABELECIMENTO     DE    ARMAZEMS 

ALFANDEGADOS. 

N'uma   communica9ao   dirigida  ao    Ministerio  de    Estado    o 
Ministro  Loomis  transmitte  as  estipula95es  de  um  contracto  cele-^ 
brado  entre  o  Govemo  de  Venezuela  e  o  Sr.  Jose  Rafael  NCnez, 
venezuelano,  para  o  estabelecimento  na  Republica  de  um  systema 
de  armazens  alfandegados. 

Esta  empreza  e  de  muito  interesse  para  os  americanos  que  tern 
relacoes  commefciaes  com  Venezuela. 

E  de  notar  que  a  concessao  pode  ser  transferida  a  casas  parties* 
lares  ou  individuos,  mas  nSo  a  nacoes  estrangeiras. 

Os  principaes  pontos  do  contracto  sao  os  seguintes : 

Artigo  1°.  Jose  Rafael  NCnez,  seus  representantes  ouconc' 
sionarios,  obrigam-se  a  construir  em  Caracas  e  os  portos  de  Vei 
zuela  habilitados  para  a  importa9ao,  armazens  ou  depositos  q^ 
facilitem  aos  negociantes  suas  opera9oes  e  os  garantam  o  cuida 
e  conserva9ao  de  suas  mercadorias. 

Artigo  2°.  A  Empreza  de  Armazens  recebera  em  seus  estah^^^ 
lecimentos  todas  as  mercadorias  de  importa9ao  ou  de  exportaf  ^ 


ns  a  quantiaaae  ae  mercaaonas  que  necessitem,  pagando 
lente  os  gastos  occasionados  a  empreza. 
Os  donos  de  mercadorias  seccas,  taes  como  tecidos,  ferragens, 
iilheria,  etc.,  pagarao  a  Empreza  de  Armazens,  nSo  mais  de 
o  de  9  por  cento  annual  sobre  a  quantidade  que  se  tenha 
elos  direitos  aduaneiros  e  demais  gastos  de  acarreto,  etc.;  e 
5S  de  viveres  pagarao  nao  mais  de  lo  por  cento  annual. 
A  Empreza  de  Armazens  cobrara  por  direitos  de  armazena- 
razao  de  5  bolivares  mensaes  por  cada  1,000  kilogrammas 
)osito  em  armazens  ventilados,  e  10  bolivares  mensaes  por 
000  kilogrammas  por  deposito  em  armazens  hermeticamente 

)S. 

Por  deposito  de  artigos  de  exporta^So  a  empreza  cobrara 
eito  de  armazenagem  a  razao  de  9  bolivares  por  cada  1,000 
mmas. 

V  Empreza  de  Armazens  nao  cobrara  os  direitos  e  seus 
gastos  pelas  mercadorias  que  tenha  em  deposito,  sinSio  ao 
*stas  retiradas  de  seus  armazens ;  de  modo  que  os  donos  de 
orias  farao  seus  pagmentos  em  relacao  com  a  quantidade 
cadorias  que  tirem;  e  a  que  deixem  em  deposito  ficara  em 
a  do  que  devam  a  empreza. 

A  Empreza  de  Armazens  obriga-se  a  entregar  as  merca- 
nas  mesmas  condi9oes  em  que  as  tenha  recebido,  e  sera 
avel  pelo  prejuizo  que  sofFram  em  seus  armazens  por  for9a 
ou  caso  fortuito;  mas  em  nenhum  caso  sera  responsavel 
jelles  artigos  que  nao  tenham  sido  verificados  em  seu  con- 
pelos  interessados  e  a  empreza,  ou  que  estejam  expostos  a 
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parte  do  pre9o  de  custo  das  mercadorias  depositadas.  Est 
prestimos  verificar-se-h^o  ate  o  prazo  de  um  anno  a  taxa  dt 
cento  annual,  e  serSo  garantidos  com  as  mesmas  mercadori 
estejam  em  deposito.  Si,  vencido  o  prazo,  nio  se  tiver  j 
dinhciro  emprestado,  nem  o  dos  juros  que  Ihe  corresponc 
Empreza  de  Armazens  vendera  em  hasta  publica  as  mere 
que  garantam  o  emprestimo;  tomara  do  producto  da  arrem 
a  quantidade  de  juros  e  os  gastos  correspondentes  que  se  I 
vam ;  e  si  houver  algum  saldo,  sera  entregue  aos  donos  de 
dorias  devendo  concorrer  ao  acto  da  arremata9ao  os  donos 
representante.  Mas,  si  ao  vencer-se  o  prazo  se  tiverem  p; 
juros  e  so  se  deva  o  emprestimo,  o  dono  tem  o  direito  de  ej 
entre  a  arremata9aio  immediata  ou  a  proroga9ao  de  seu  din 
resgate  ate  por  mais  seis  mezes  ficando  submettido  durani 
proroga9ao  as  mesmas  condi96es  em  que  esteve  durante  c 
vencido.  A  Empreza  de  Armazens  fara  a  arrecada9ao  d 
juros  dando  por  vencido  o  mez  come9ado. 

Artigo  4°. — As  mercadorias  que  permane9am  depositac 
armazens  da  empreza,  serao  consideradas  como  garantia,  qi 
dinheiro  empregado  pela  empreza  em  pagamento  dos  d 
aduaneiros  e  outros,  quer  das  quantias  que  seus  donos  U 
recebido  da  empreza,  como  emprestimo;  e  por  conseguin 
poderao  em  nenhum  caso  ser  vendidas,  embargadas  nem  si 
tidas  a  outras  contribui95es  a  nao  serem  existentes.  Sejam 
forem  as  circumstancias  que  se  apresentarem,  ter-se-hao  em  c 
legitima9ao  e  prioridade  dos  direitos  adquiridos  pela  empr 
Armazens  sobre  as  mercadorias  que  appare9am  comprom 
como  garantia  de  suas  negocia95es.  A  empreza  fara  conhe 
publico,  por  meio  da  imprensa,  cada  tres  mezes,  a  existen 
mercadorias  e  o  nome  dos  depositantes. 

Artigo  5°.  A  Empreza  de  Armazens  pagara  os  direitos 
neiros  correspondentes  as  mercadorias  que  Ihe  sejam  entregi 
deposito,  na  mesma  alfandega  respectiva.  O  pagamento  fe 
immediatamente  depois  que  os  agentes  de  commissSo  ti 
verificado  o  documento  apresentado  pela  alfandega  que  c 
a  liquida9ao  dos  direitos  que  devem  ser  pagos.  Isto  e  sei 
juizo  das  ac95es  que  competem  ao  Governo  contra  o  do 
mercadorias  e  sobre  estas  mesmas  pelo  pagamento  <los  direi 
importa9ao. 
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Artigo  6°.  O  Govcmo  dos  Estados  Unidos  de  Venezuela 
obriga-se : 

(1.)  A  conceder  a  isen9§o  de  direitos  para  a  importa9ao  dos 
imteriaes  de  construc9ao  e  a  mobilia  que  a  empreza  necessite  ate 
scu  completo  estabelecimento ;  cumprindo  em  cada  caso  o  disposto 
no  codigo  da  fazenda  sobre  as  importa96es  de  mercadorias  livres 
de  direitos  por'contractos. 

(2)  A  exonerar  a  empreza  de  todo  imposto  nacional. 

(3)  A  nao  fazer  concessao  igual  a  deste  contracto  a  nenhuma 
pessoa,  companhia  ou  corpora9ao,  por  todo  o  tempo  que  dure 
este  contracto,  cujo  prazo  e  de  vinte  e  cinco  annos. 

Artigo  7^.  Dentro  dos  dous  annos  a  contar  da  data  em  que 
forapprovado  este  contracto  pelo  Congresso  Nacional,  a  Empreza 
de  Armazens  devera  tel-os  estabelecidos  em  Caracas,  La  Guaira, 
Puerto  Cabello,  Maracaibo  e  Ciudad  Bolivar,  e  dentro  de  tres 
annos  a  contar  da  mesma  data,  nos  demais  portos  habilitados. 

O  PRESIDENTE  IGNACIO  ANDRADE. 

0  General  Ignacio  Andrade,  actual  Presidente  de  Venezuela, 
nascea  em  Merida  em  1839;  descende  de  uma  familia  illustre  do 
paiz  e  e  filho  do  General  Jose  Escolastico  Andrade.  O  Senhor 
Jose  Andrade,  distincto  Ministro  de  Venezuela  nos  Estados 
L'nidos,  e  um  de  seus  irmaos. 

0  Presidente  Andrade  tem  figurado  por  muitos  annos  nos 
assumptos  publicos  de  Venezuela  e  tem  occupado  numerosos 
postos  de  prominencia  e  responsabilidade.  Sua  vida  publica  n5o 
S€tem  limitado  aos  assumptos  politicos,  mas  e  tambem  um  soldado 
distincto  que  mandou  um  corpo  de  exercito  e  tomou  parte  muito 
in^portante  na  revolu9ao  de  1892,  a  qual  collocou  6  General 
JoAguiM  Crespo  a  testa  do  Govemo. 

0  novo  Presidente  tem  viajado  muito,  e  esta  perfeitamente 
'dentificado  com  o  espirito  da  epocha.  Residiu  na  Europa  por 
^^itos  annos  e  tem  visitado  os  Estados  Unidos  em  varias  occa- 
si^s.  Sua  elei9ao  para  a  Presidencia  em  Setembro  ultimo  foi 
4^asi  unanime,  pois  recebeu  406,000  votos  de  um  total  de 
490*000. 

0  Honrado  Sr.  Francis  B.  Loomis,  Ministro  dos  Estados 
Unidos  em   Venezuela,  que    esta  agora  neste    paiz,  ere   que  a 
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administra9ao  do  novo  Presidente  e  favoravel  a  continua9ao  das 
rela96es  cordiaes  entre  os  dous  paizes  e  ao  augmento  do  com- 
mercio.  O  Sr.  Loomis  diz  que  Venezuela  necessita  capitaes,  e 
que  o  Presidente  Andrade  deseja  fomentar  o  emprego  em  Vene- 
zuela de  capitaes  estrangeiros,  assim  como  tambem  a  immigracao, 
especialmente  dos  Estados  Unidos. 


MISSAO    ESPECIAL    DO   GOVERNO    INGLEZ  NA 

AMERICA  DO  SUL. 

O  South  American  Journal  de  8  de  Janeiro,  referindo-se  aos 
passos  que  esta  dando  o  Governo  inglez  para  reter  e  estender  seu 
commercio  actual  com  a  America  do  Sul,  publica  o  seguinte : 

"  Communicam-nos  que  o  Governo  nomeou  o  Sr.  Worthingtok, 
de  Manchester,  como  enviado  especial  para  a  America  do  Sul, 
com  o  objecto  de  investigar  as  condi96es  dos  mercados  locaes 
para  informa9ao  da  junta  de  commercio  que  esta  considerando 
agora  a  conveniencia  de  estabelecer  uma  reparti9ao  de  infor- 
ma9ao  commercial.  O  Sr.  Worthington  ira  acompanhado  de 
Sir  Vincent  Barrington,o  qual  representara  as  camaras  de  com- 
mercio associadas.  Ambos  os  commissarios  pensam  partir  deste 
paiz  para  a  America  do  Sul  em  fins  do  corrente  mez." 

O  Daily  Mail,  ao  dar  esta  noticia,  accrescenta : 

Os  prcliminarcs  do  projccto,  que  Sir  Courtney  Boyle  foi  o  primeiro  a  annun- 
ciar  recentemente  em  Nottingham,  continuam  satisfactoriamente.  Nao  s6mentc 
t6m-se  obtido  muitas  informa^oes  uteis  de  varias  camaras  de  commercio,  mas 
tem-se  recolhido  tambem  dados  de  muito  valor.  Estas  informafSes  nao  bastam, 
entretanto,  para  indicar  qual  seja  o  character  definitivo  do  projecto.  Isto 
s6mente  poderi  ser  determinado  quando  os  membros  da  commissao  que  foram 
nomeados  para  estudar  a  proposta,  apresentarem  seu  relatorio  ao  presidente  da 
junta  de  commercio,  a  qual  o  submetteri  entao  ao  Gabinete,  acompanhado  de 
suas  recommendayoes,  e  o  Gabinete  decidird  definitivamente. 


CODIGO  DA  NOMENCLATURA  COMMERCIAL. 

A  Secretarla  do  Thesouro  dos  Estados  Unidos  publicou  a 
seguinte  circular  que  adopta  para  uso  nas  varias  alfandegas  deste 
paiz,  como  livro  de  consulta,  o  Codigo  da  Nomenclatura  Com- 


tctorcs  c  outros  empregados  das  alfandegas : 

iformidadc  com  uma  resolu^ao  da  Confcrencia  Intcrnacional  Americana, 

se  recommenda  aos  governos  representados  n'ella  a  adop^ao  de  uma 
itura  commum  para  designar  em  ordem  alphabctica  em  inglez,  em  portu- 
espanhol,  aquellcs  artigos  sobre  os  quaes  se  impoem  direitos  de  impor- 
:vendo  a  mesma  ser  usada  pelas  na9des  americanas  ao  impor  direitos 
\  ou  que  forem  mais  tarde  estabelecidos,  assim  como  para  preparar 
s,  facturas  consulares,  entradas,  despachos  de  sahida  e  outros  docu- 
e  alfandega,  a  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas  publicou  em  tres 

uma  obra  intitulada  "Codigo  da  Nomenclatura  Commercial,'*  que 
8,000  palavras  commerciaes  dispostas  de  tal  maneira  que  constituem 

conveniente  de  consulta   nas  tres  linguas,  ingleza,  portugueza  e  hes- 

ublicagao  6  pela  presente  aceita  como  obra  de  consulta  para  a  traducyao 
ras  e  phrases  commerciaes  para  uso  desta  Secretaria  e  dos  inspectores  de 
IS,  assim  como  dos  avaliadores  de  mercadorias. 

ecretaria  deyeri  ser  notiHcada  de  qualquer  erro  ou  inexactidao  que  se 
n*ella. 

W.  B.  Howell,  Sub-Secretario, 


COMMERCIO  MISCELLANEO. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

9S0  de  Oarrto  de  ^"^  representante  de  uma  casa  importante  de  carvao 
a  Americano.  j^  pedra  de  Philadelphia  esti  actualmcnte  em  Buenos 
3m  o  fim  de  collocar  neste  mercado  o  carvao  Pocahontas.  Estc 
em  sido  empregado  por  muito  tempo  na  America  Central  c  nas  Antilhas 
ado  resultados  satisfactorios.  O  actual  commercio  de  carvao  entre  os 
Unidos  e  a  Republica  Argentina  i  muito  pcqueno,  mas  6  susceptivel  de 
lesenvolvimento  si  se  esforgarem  diligentemente.      O  total  das  exporta- 
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de  trigo,  a  colheita  6  a  maior  que  se  tern  feito  por  muitos  annos.     Diz-se  que  a 
colheita  6  excellente,  tanto  na  sua  quantidade,  como  na  qualidade  e  cor  dograo. 
Bxifardamonto  do  Apparelhos     ^^  importadores  de  Bucnos  Aires  queixam-se  do  mio 
£i«ctricos.  estado  em  que   os  apparelhos  electricos  chegam  a  csta 

cidade.  Cita-se,  como  exemplo,  uma  casa  americana  que  enviou  a  este  mercado 
uma  grande  remessa  de  lampadas  globulares  para  luz  electrica,  as  quaes  chegaram 
em  grande  parte  quebradas.  Ao  mesmo  tempo  em  que  se  fez  essa  reclama^ao, 
cita-se  o  facto  de  que  as  remessas  da  Inglaterra  chegaram  em  muito  melhor 
condiyao.     As  pessoas  interessadas  neste  commercio  devem  aproveitar-se  desta 

tuggestSo. 

BRAZIL. 

O  cabo  do  Oeste  e  do  Brazil  entre  Pernambuco  c  Ccara, 
Oabo  Sabmarino. 

e  o  cabo  do  Amazonas,  que  se  estende  desde  a  foz  deste 

rio  at6  Manios,  os  quaes  estiveram  interrompidos  por  algum  tempo,  foramcon- 

certados  e  est&  restabelecida  a  communicagao. 

As  exportagoes  de  borracha  do  Pari  no  mez  de  Outu- 
Ezporta^fto  do  Borraoha.  .  ^        .    • 

bro'proximo  passado  montaram  a  2,074,644  kilogrammas, 

dos  quaes  1,061,573  kilos  foram  embarcados  para  a  Europa  e  1,013,071  paraos 
Estados  Unidos. 

MineragftodeOnroemMinaa     ^  Companhia  Mineira  de  Sao  Bento,  que  comcfou  suas 
Gtoraes.  opera^Ses  no  Estado  de  Minas  ha  um  anno,  possuc  quasi 

10,000  geiras  de  terra.  O  mineriofoi  calculado  a  dar  uma  m6diade  311  gram- 
mas de  ouro  por  tonelada,  mas  em  alguns  lugares  era  muito  mais  rico  e  deuyiS 
grammas.  O  minerio  6  muito  friavel  e  nao  se  necessitam  moinhos  para  tra- 
balhal-o.  Podc  scr  pulverisado  passando-o  simplcsmente  entre  cylindros,  depois 
collocando-o  nos  tanques.     A  companhia  tem  um  capital  de  $1,300,000  (ouro). 

A  nova  fabrica  de  chap^os  estabelecida  ultimamcntc  na 

Nova  Fabrica  de  Ohaptes.  .  ,  c 

cidade  do  Rio  de  Janeiro,  emprega  120  operarios  e  \XL 
1,000  chap^os  por  dia.  Pode  produzir  at6  5,000  chap^os  diariamcnte,  d<> 
maximo,  e  diz-se  que  chegari  a  empregar  600  operarios. 

O  Jornal  do  Commercio  noticia  que  a  Brazilian  Finan- 

Abastecimento  do  Oary&o. 

cial  Company,  de  Londres,  celebrou  um  contracto  para  0 
abastecimento  de  carvao  da  Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  durante  o  anno  proximo. 
O  prejo  que  se  estipulou  foi  de  $6.25  por  tonelada,  coUocada  no  porto  de  R»o 
de  Janeiro.  Segundo  o  contracto,  a  quarta  parte  de  toda  a  quantidade  podc  scr 
cntregue  em  Santos,  com  uma  dcspeza  addicional  de  75  centavos  por  tonelada. 

CHILI. 

Ezporta^fto  do  Oamos  Organisou-se    ultimamente  em  Valparaiso  uma  co**^- 

aeiadas.  panhia  para  exportar  carnes  geladas  de  Punta  Arenas  ^ 

Estreito  de  Magalhaes  para  a  Europa.  Diz-se  que  em  breve  a  companhia  cxp^ 
tard  20,000  carneiros  como  seu  primeiro  ensaio. 

MEXICO. 
Vai-se  inaugurar  em  breve  no  Mexico  a  nova  indust^ 

Fabrica  de  Folha  de  Flandres.  r^/y 

do  fabrico  de  folha  de  Flandres  e  ji  foi  solicitada  ao  \X^ 
verno  mexicano  a  propria  concessao.     Cre-se  que,  em  consequencia  do  augmcti^^ 
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do  commercio  de  productos  conservados,  taes  como  os  fructos  e  legumes,  que 
a  Republica  esti  desenvolvendo,  a  nova  industria  que  se  projecta  favoreceri 
muito  0  paiz,   e  se  espera  com  interesse  a  ac^So  do  paiz  a  respeito. 
FaMca d«  BicTcietas  e  de        Uma  concessao  foi  feita    pelo    Governo   mexicano  a 
®**""*^  urn  fabricante  americano,  para  const ruir  e  operar  uma 

iabrica  dc  bicycletas  e  de  borracha  no  Mexico.  O  concessionario  prop5e-se 
uiilisar  a  grande  forga  de  agua  que  ]i  obteve  para  produzir  a  forga  electrica 
efazcr  concurrencia  com  os  fabricantes  dos  Estados  Unidos  no  commercio  de 
bicycletas.  Por  causa  dos  salarios  baratos  no  Mexico  espera-se  que  a  empreza 
icri  bom  cxito. 
iBopn^io  da  Estrada  de       Um  interessante  e  importante  successo,  que  mostra  o 

Fern  do  Mexico.  Oaerna-  .  *  *  . 

ncadoPadiico.  desenvolvimento    interno    e    o    espinto    progressivo    do 

Mexico,  foi  a  inaugura9ao  no  mez  de  Dezembro  proximo  passado  da  estrada  de 
ferro  do  Mexico,  Cuernavaca  e  do  Pacifico  que  estende-se  da  cidade  de  Mexico 
at6  Cutmavaca,  O  Presidente  da  Republica  e  seu  ministerio  assistiram  is  cere- 
monias,  assim  como  os  membros  do  corpo  diplomatic©  e  outras  pessoas  dis- 
tinctasda  Republica.  A  distancia  entre  os  pontos  terminaes  da  estrada  6  de  75 
nulhas,  mas  o  que  6  de  importancia  quanto  a  esta  linha,  €  que  se  projecta 
Ktcndd-a  at^  Acapulco  na  costa  do  Pacifico  e  sua  construcgao  at6  este  porto 
scri  proscguida  com  a  mesma  energia  que  tem  sido  manif'estada  nas  obras  con- 
duidas. 

R«w»P«ao  noTo  Paiacio      ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^7  ^^  Dezembro  dc  1897,  o  Governo  Mexi- 
^**^**^®'  cano  tinha  recebido  para  approvagSo,  vinte  e  nove  pianos 

0"  «pecificag6es  para  o  novo  Paiacio   Legislativo  que  prop5e-se  construir  na 
^dade  de  Mexico.      Alguns  destes  foram  submettidos  por  mexicanos  e  outros 
porcuropcos,  mas  a  maior  parte  foi  submettida  por  architectos  americanos. 
ft.  No  parecer  submettido  ao  Concresso  pelo  Sr.  Tos^  Ines 

Or^antento  para  1898-99.  .  f  . 

LiMANTOUR,  a  despeza  para  o  exercicio  de  1898-99  e 
®r?ada  em  §52,089,000,  e  a  renda  em  $52,109,000.  Na  divisao  de  rendas,  a 
^cnda  aduaneira  6  orgada  em  $23,847,000,  os  impostos  internos  em  $23,092,000 
^oresto  do  orgamento  de  renda  vem  de  outras  fontes. 

^^MiccttSo  Mra  nma  Fabrica       Uma    concessao  foi  feita  ultimamente  pelo  Governo 
<taPandigfto.  mexicano  a  uma  companhia  de  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 

P^fa  a  construc^ao  de  uma  fabrica  de  fundi^ao  na  Villa  del  Carmen  no  Estado 
^cCoahuila,  para  a  prepara^ao  de  todas  as  classes  de  mineraes.  Pelas  estipula- 
joes  da  concessao,  a  fabrica  de  fundi^ao  deveri  ter  uma  capacidade  minima  de 
^fatar  25  toneladas  de  mineraes  por  dia.  A  construc^So  da  obra  deverd  come^ar 
«ntro  do  prazo  de  dous  annos,  a  contar  de  30  de  Dezembro  de  1897,  e  deve 
^rconcluida  dentro  do  prazo  de  oito  mezes  contado^  da  mesma  data.     As 

JJiachinas  c  materiaes  que  se  necessitam  para  a  obra  serao  importados  livrcs  de 
direitos. 

Aaaniiafio  de  ti»««  Oonees-  Devido  ao  facto  de  nao  ter  cumprido  a  Companhia  de 
M  Estrada  de  Ferro.  Estrada  de  Ferro  Mexicana  do  Sudoeste  com  as  esti- 
P^ila^flcs  da  concessao,  o  Governo  Mexicano  annullou  o  contracto.  Esta  reso- 
'0?ao  i  baseada  em  nao  terem  os  concessionarios  cumprido  com  o  que  dispoe  o 
artigo  2**,  no  qua!  se  estipulou  que  dentro  de  um  anno  depois  de  promulgada  a 
concessao  (20  de  Dezembro  de  1896)  100  kilometres  da  linha,  de  San  Ger6nimo 
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i  fronteira  de  Guatemala,  deviam  estar  concluidos.  Com  a  annuUagao  do  con- 
tracto  sc  pcrde  a  somma  de  $50,000  depositada  no  Thcsouro  do  Govcrno  como 
garantia  do  cumprimento  do  contracto. 

NICARAGUA. 

No  Boletim  de  Dezembro  se  fez  referenda  a  um  pro- 
Estrada  de  FeiTo  Nacional.     .  ,     ,  .  1  »      1  •  X 

jecto  de  lei,  entao  pendente  de  discussao  perante  o  Con- 

grcsso  de  Nicaragua,  autorisando  a  venda  da  Estrada  de  Ferro  Nacional  e   os 

vapores  do  Lago  Managua,  que  fazem  suas  viagens  em  combinagao  com  aquelja. 

O  Sr.  Paul  Wiesike,  consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Managua,  communica  ao 

Ministerio  de  Estado  em  data  de  19  de  Outubro  de  1897,  que  aquelle  projecco 

foi  approvado  e  que  o  commissario  nomeado   pelo  Governo   para  vender  ot» 

arrendar  a  linha,  visitari  primeiramente  os  Estados  Unidos.      O  equipamcnto 

completo  da  linha,  segundo  o  Sr.  Wiesike,  comprehenderi  a  compra  de  1 

carros  de  carga,  3  locomotivas,  a  reconstrucgao  de  uma  das  pontes  e  reparos  d 

caminho,  todo  o  qual  necessita  um  gasto  de  nao  menos  de  $100,000. 

Segundo  uma  correspondencia    publicada  no    "  Engi 
Mina  de  Onro.  ... 

neering  and   Mining  Journal"  foram   descobertas  nov 

minas  no  Districto  de  Siguia,  a  uma  distancia  de  20  milhas  ao  norte  de  Rama  e?= 

de   80  milhas  de  Bluefields   por  agua.     Cre-se  que  este  districto  provard  scr 

muito  rico,  porque  dos  ensaios  ja  feitos  d^-se  uma  produc^ao  de  $19.50  a  §36 

em  ouro  e  de  6  a  10  on9as  de  prata  por  tonelada.      Os  ribeiros  das  montanhas 

na  localidade,  onde  se  encontra  o  quartzo,  fornecem  agua  em  abundancia  que  se 

pode  utilisar   como   forga  motora.      Os   proprietaries   da  terra   estao   abrindo 

galerias  e  preparando-se  a  explorar  seus  prazos  em  grande  escala. 

PERU. 
Os  phosphoros  que  se  usam  em  Lima  sao  todos  impor- 

Oonunercio  com  Zilma.  /•  1     • 

tados  da  Suecia  porque  nao  ha  fabricas  de  phosphoros 
no  Peru.  A  importa^ao  deste  artigo  6  muito  importante.  A  illumina^ao  da 
cidade  a  luz  electrica  est^  sendo  adoptada  e  cre-se  que  em  breve  substituiri  o 
systema  aciual  de  illumina^So  a  gaz,  quer  nos  edificios  publicos,  quer  nos  par- 
ticulares.  Muitas  das  principaes  cidadcs  da  Republica  estao  interessadas  nestc 
assumpto,  pois  ha  boas  opportunidadcs  para  os  fabricantes  americanos  dc 
apparelhos  electricos.  A  manufactura  de  mobilia  no  paiz  teve  tanto  exito 
que  a  importagao  de  mobilia  estrangeira  tornou-se  muito  insignificante  e  i 
limitada  inteiramente  is  boas  qualidades  deste  artigo. 

ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

indartriade  Tranaporte.        A  seguinte  tabella,  que  foi  compilada  de  dados  submi- 

com  a  America  Latina.     nistrados  pela  Reparti9ao  de  Estatistica,  mostra  a  impor- 

tancia  da  industria  de  transportes  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  e  os  diiFerentes  paizes 

da  America  Latina  durante  o  mez  de  Novembro,  assim  como  a  proporgao  que 

de  dita  industria  se  fez  em  navios  americanos.      Segundo  a  mesma  autoridade,  01 
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avios  que  levam  a  bandcira  dos  Estados  Unidos  occupam  o  segundo  lugar  entre 

s  que  se  dedicam  i  industria  mencionada.      Os   navios  inglezes   occupam  o 
rimciro  lugar,  vindo  em  seguida  os  navios  americanos,  e  depois  os  noruegos  e 

:  allemaes. 


Paizes. 


lerica  Central. .. . 

Jcico 

>ubUca  Argentina 

ivia 

zil 

le 

lambia 

lador 

aguay 

\x 

»l?uay 

lezuela 


Valor  das 
mercadorias. 


$622,  678 

3,156,580 

1,008,  511 

800,  939 

270 

7.  543.  577 
416,  546 

6.59.  326 
"6,455 
524 
176,  533 
310,  301 


Navios 
americanos. 


286,  378 

1,031,242 

148,  889 

863,  811 

270 

616,  402 

88.  531 

223, 587 

"6,455 


55. 584 


Dommercio  de  Oarrio, 


URUGUAY. 

N*um  relatorio  remettido  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado  a 
4  de  Dezembro  de  1897,  o  Consul  Albert  W.  Swalm, 
•ncce  interessantes  dados  relativos  ao  commercio  de  carvao  no  Uruguay.  O 
rvao  que  se  importa  no  Uruguay  vem  na  maior  parte  de  Cardiff  em  Galles,  em 
mcurrencia  com  o  dos  Estados  Unidos.  O  carvao  que  as  estradas  de  ferro 
nprcgam  6  livre  de  direitos,  mas  todo  o  outro  carvao  paga  60  centavos  por 
JTiclada.  A  avaliajao  aduaneira  do  trafico  do  carvao  tem  montado  a  $  1 ,000,000. 
)  pre^o  a  retalho  varia  de  $8  a  $10  (ouro)  por  tonelada,  mas  em  1897  houve 
lotavcl  diminuigao,  tanto  na  importagao  como  no  negocio  em  geral,  comparado 
•om  0  anno  anterior.  O  Sr.  Swalm  diz  que  um  representante  de  uma  das 
maiores  companhias  exportadoras  de  carvao  da  costa  do  Atlantico  esteve  recente- 
^^^tt  cm  Montevideo,  afim  de  fazer  arranjos  para  introduzir  carvao  americano 
cm  concurrencia  com  o  de  Galles,  e  elle  nao  vt  a  razao  por  que  tal  tentativa  nao 
^crS  bom  exito,  com  a  condi^ao  de  que  os  carregamentos  dos  Estados  Unidos 
conscrvem  o  modelo  de  limpeza  estabelecido  pelas  companhias  rivaes;  o  que  nao 
tern  succedido  at6  agora,  sendo  esta  a  causa  principal  por  que  o  carvao  ameri- 
^^0  nao  domina  o  mercado. 

^^P^na^So  de  L4  e  Pelles  de     ^  exportajao  de  la  do  porto  de  Montevideo,  segundo 

Oaniairo.  ^  g^.^  Swalm,  consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  nesse  porto,  foi, 

^^^de  0  primeiro  de  Outubro  at^   30  de  Novembro  de   1897,  de  6,705  fardos 

*  500  kilogrammas  cada  um.     Destes,    173    fardos    despacharam-se    para    os 

^^ados  Unidos;  para  a  Franja  3,105;   Belgica,  883;  e  Inglaterra,  997.     A 

^^^uiafoi  tao  grande  e  geralmente  de  melhor  qualidade  que  a  do  anno  anterior. 

^<lc  0  primeiro  de  Agosto   at6   30  de  Novembro  de   1897,  se  exportarem 

7*729  fardos  de  pelles  de  carneiro,  dos  quaes  a  Franga  recebeu  a  maior  parte. 

^^"^^^OMrcio  Com  OS  Estados        ^    consul    geral    Prudencio    de    Murguiondo,    repre- 

unidos  «m  1897.  sentantc  do  Uruguay  nos  Estados  Unidos,  remetteu  a  esta 

^^retaria  ama  rela^ao  do  commercio  entre  os  dous  paizes,  no  anno  commum 

^«  1897. 
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O  valor  total  das  exportagSes  para  os  Estados  Unidos  foi  de  $4>39 1,063,  ^ 
das  importagSes  foi  de  $1,135,679.     O  total  do  commercio  durante  o  anno 
no  valor  de  $5,526,742.     Segundo  este  documento,  as  exporta96es  no  prim^ia: 
semestre  montaram  a  $3,560,115,   c    no  segundo    semestre   a   $830,948. 
exporta^So  de  1§  no  primeiro  semestre  do  anno  subiu  a  $1,950,674,  e  a       d 
segundo  semestre  consistiu  em  oitenta  e  cinco  fardos,  no  valor  de  $14,823  ^ 
qual  mostra  uma  diminuigao  de  $1,935,849. 

No  anno  commum  de  1896,  as  importagSes  procedentes  dos  Estados  Unrndo; 
foram  no  valor  de  $1,452,331.  Estes  algarismos  comparados  com  os  do  axinc 
de  1897,  mostram  uma  diminui^SLo,  durante  este  ultimo  anno,  de  $316,652.  O 
Sr.  MuRGuioNDO  attribue  a  diminugao  no  commercio  is  perturbagSes  politicras 
do  Uruguay  durante  o  anno  de  1897.  Tendo  cessado  este  cstado  de  cousas,  o 
Sr.  MuRcuioNDO  espera  um  prompto  restabelecimento  do  antigo  commcrci*' 
existente  entre  os  dous  paizes. 


VENEZUELA. 
Esti  revogada  a  concessSo  feita  em  Julho  de  1896 

Installa9fto  em  Oaracas  do  .  .  . 

TraxnviaaiTrac^ftoElec-   uma  companhia  para  a  installagao  na  cidade  de  Caracal 

de  um  systema  de  tramvias  k  tracg&o  electrica.  Isto  i 
devido  ao  facto  de  que  o  concessionario  deixou  de  cumprir  as  condi^des  da  con- 
cessao.  Actualmente  Caracas  possue  um  systema  muito  imperfeito  de  tramvias 
e  a  revoga^ao  da  concessSo  ofFerece  opportunidades  favoraveis  a  capitalistas 
americanos  que  estejam  interessados  em  emprezas  desta  natureza. 

CORRECTION. 

The  clause  in  second  paragraph  on  page  1 265,  explaining  the 
plan  for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt  of  Guatemala,  should 
read : 

For  the  payment  of  the  debt,  1 5  cents  per  bottle  of  spirits  sold  in  the  national 
depositories  from  January  1  to  September  30,  1898,  and,  after  that  date,  25 
cents  per  bottle,  and  5  per  cent  of  the  import  on  foreign  merchandise,  shall  be 
set  aside. 
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RELATIONS  COMMERCIALES  EN  AMfiRIQUE.— 

VII* 

LES  RESSOURCES  INTERNES  DU  MEXIQUE. 

Dans  les  articles  precedents  de  cette  serie,  le  commerce  exte- 

rieurdu  Mexique,  de  I'Amerique  Centrale,  des  Indes  Occidentales 

ct  de  VAmerique  du  Sud,  a  ete  principalement  discute.     Nous 

^Uons  mair>tenant  examiner  les  ressources  internes  de  ces  grandes 

divisions  dans  I'ordre  nomme,  et  le  degre  de  leur  developpement 

comme  base  de  I'accroissement  futur  de  leur  commerce  exterieur. 

Au  Mexique,  le  progres  fait  pendant  la  demiere  decade,  dans  les 

nianufactures,  aussi  bien  que  dans  I'agriculture,  et  ^augmentation 

des  facilites  de  transport  qui  constitue  la  chose  la  plus  necessaire  a 

"utilisation  effective  des  richesses  naturelles  de  tout  pays,  a  ete  de 

n^cme  rapide  et  reel.     Ce  progres  est  du  principalement  a  Pad- 

niinistration  stable  et  sage,  et  en  meme  temps  progressive,  des 

^ires  du  pays  qui,  de  tout  temps,  a  marque  les  difiefents  termes 

^u  rresidcj^^  Diaz.     On  ne  peut  mettre  en  doute  que  le  Mexique 

oit  beaucoup  de  reconnaissance  a  Phabile  homme  d'Etat  et  sage 

e*  du  pQuvoir  Executif  qui,  avec  la  cooperation  zelee  de  la 

*LeT^~~r — ~*" 

JBilJet  V^'****'  article  de  cette  s6rie  a  paru  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  pour  le  radis  de 
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meilleure  intelligence  du  pays,  a  assure  une  longue  periode  d< 
paix  et  de  devcloppement  tranquille.  Heureusement  pour  1( 
Mexique,  il  a  ete  aide  par  les  conditions  economiques,  creees  ei 
partie  par  la  legislation,  qui  ont  contribue  au  devcloppement  d'in 
dustries*  propres  au  pays  et  a  encourager  Tentreprise  et  Teconomic 
Le  Mexique  est  riche  en  produits  diflferents  dont  le  monde  a  I 
plus  grand  besoin,  et  dont  la  production  jusqu'ici  n'est  pas  asse: 
grande  pour  surcharger  le  marche.  Le  Mexique  ne  depend  pas 
quant  a  son  commerce  d'exportation,  des  dentees  principales,  telle 
que  le  ble,  le  coton,  le  sucre,  et  les  viandes,  qui  sont  produite: 
en  de  si  enormes  quantites  dans  les  zones  temperees  que  de  gra 
benefices,  sauf  en  temps  de  mauvaises  recoltes,  n'en  sont  plus  rea 
lises.  Un  courant  continuel  de  richesse  afflue  dans  le  pays,  pro 
venant  de  sa  production  de  metaux  precieux  et  autres,  qui  son 
toujours  en  demande ;  du  cafe,  des  textiles,  du  tabac,  de  la  vanillc 
et  des  fruits  qui  rapportent  encore  dans  les  marches  du  monde  de 
prix  relatiyement  eleves.  Pendant  1897,  le  Mexique  a  export 
des  mineraux  d'une  valeur  de  $42,000,000.  Dans  les  neuf  pr 
miers  mois  de  1897,  il  a  vendu  a  Tetranger  du  cafe  pour  ucr 
valeur  de  $4,574,252,  contre  $3*335,385  pour  la  meme  periocz 
de  1896.  Ses  exportations  de  fibres  de  hennequen,  aux  Eta^ 
Unis  seulement,  pendant  les  neuf  mois,  augmenterent  de  beaucoi^ 
plus  de  $500,000,  et  le  total  des  exportations  s'eleve  a  envir^ 
$8,000,000  par  an.  L'exportation  d'oranges  s'est  developpee  ^ 
consequence  de  la  decouverte  que  les  oranges  mexicaines  po«^ 
raient  servir  a  suppleer  au  manque  dans  la  recolte  aux  Eta^' 
Unis.  Meme  dans  les  annees  d'abondance  au  dernier  pays, 
production  au  Mexique  n'afFecte  par  les  recoltes  dela  Califomie^ 
de  la  Floride,  a  cause  des  differentes  periodes  de  la  maturation 
de  la  vente  du  fruit.  La  vanille  rapporte  au  Mexique  un  milli  ^ 
ou  plus  de  dollars  par  an.  L'exportation  du  tabac  atteint  presq^ 
$2,000,000,  et  la  qualite  est  si  pres  de  celle  de  la  meilleure  feui  1 
cubaine  que  le  devcloppement  de  cette  branche  d'agriculture  ^ 
rait  s'assurer  completement.  Le  betail,  les  cuirs  et  peaux  sc^ 
exportes  annuellement  pour  une  somme  d'environ  $3,ooo,oC5 
Les  forets  du  Mexique  sont  tres  riches  en  bois  de  construction,  ^ 
bois  de  teinture,  en  plantes  medicinales  et  autres  plantes  d*uX^ 
grande  utilite.     Les  exportations  de  bois  d'ebenisterie  et  de  bc7 
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dcteinture  selevent  a  $2,cx)0,ooo  ou  $3,ooo,ocx)  par  an,  et  I'abon- 
dance  de  ce  produit  est  telle,  que  I'industrie  est  capable  d'un  deve- 
loppement  indefini. 

Aune  distance  d'a  peu  pres  1,200  milles,  s'etendant  de  TEtat 
de  Sonora  a  TEtat  d'Oaxaca  dans  la  direction  du  nord-ouest  au 
sud-est  une  zone  de  minerais  d'une  richesse  extraordinaire  ofFre 
un  vaste  champs  pour  Texploitation  miniere  avantageuse.     L'or, 
I'argent,  le   mercure,  le  fer,  le  charbon,  les  minerais  de  plomb 
mou,  Pasphalte,  Tasbeste,  le  petrole,  le   sel,  le  cuivre,  les  pierres 
precieuses,  Tonyx  et  les  marbres  d'une  grande  variete  et  beaute 
se  trouvent  en  plus  ou   moins  d'abondance  partout  dans  cette 
region.    Le  Consul-General  britannique  a   Mexico,  dit  dans  un 
rapport  public  au  mois  d'aout  1897,  que  de  nombreuses  nouvelles 
mines  d'or  sont  en  en  voie  d'exploitation  dans  les  Etats  de  Sonora, 
d'Oaxaca  et  de  Mexico  et  qu'on  peut  s'attendre  a  une  augmenta- 
tion considerable  dans  la  production.     L'Etat  de  Chihuahua  est 
rtconnu  comme  etant  une  des  grandes  regions  minieres  qui  exis- 
tent au  monde.     Des  chemins  de  fer  sont  en  voie  de  construction 
^ui  foumiront  les  facilites  de  transport  dont  on  a  besoin,  et  un 
vaste  developpement  de   I'industrie    miniere  suivra   sans   doute. 
^^scapitaux  americains  ont  deja  ete  places  en  grand  nombre 
^ns  les  mines  mexicaines,  et  une  demande  de  machines  ameri- 
caines  et  d'appareils  pour  epargner  le  travail  a  ete   creee,  qui 
^^gnientera  d'avantage  avec  le  nombre  de  placements  et  I'accroisse- 
roent  general  des  operations  minieres. 

Un  debouche  semblable  pour  les  machines  et  outils  agricoles 
sera  effectue  par  Textension  des  operations  agricoles  et  de  Pame- 
"l^^tion  des  methodes  agricoles  que  la  vente  avantageuse  a 
'^^anger  de  tant  de  produits  mexicains  doit  indubitablement 
^^complir.  La  plus  grande  parti e  du  plateau  central  mexicain  se 
compose  de  terres  fertiles  d'une  si  grande  facilite  de  production, 
?^^  meme,  avec  I'emploi  des  methodes  les  plus  primitives  de  la 
^'^ure,  le  plateau  continue,  apres  des  siecles  de  production,  a 
P^oduire  des  recoltes  abondantes.  Une  fois  que  les  habitants  se 
^Nront  compte  des  economies  de  temps  et  de  travail  efFectuees 
j^f  les  machines  et  outils  agricoles  pour  lesquels  les  Etats-Unis 
J^^issent  d'une  si  juste  renommee,  et  apprendront  leurs  diflerents 
usages,  la  production  de  cette  grande  region  augmentera  enorme- 
Bull.  No.  8 10 
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ment  et  un  vaste  debouche  sera  cree  pour  I'une  des  plus  i 
tantes  classes  des  manufactures  des  Etats-Unis. 

En  attendant,  le  Mexique  lui  meme  developpe  rapidemi 
industries  nationales  et  avant  peu  pourra  sans  doute  employ 
grande  partie  de  sa  matiere  premiere  dans  certaines  classes  de 
factures.  "La  manufacture  au  Mexique,"  dit  le  Ministre 
soM  des  Etats-Unis  dans  un  rapport  date  du  26  Septembre 
qui  a  ete  public  dans  les  Rapports  Consulaires  Speciaux  "  T/ 
et  Les  Prix  aux  Pays  Etrangers,"  "a  ete  developpee  considi 
ment,  surtout  la  manufacture  des  qualites  plus  ordinaires  de 
nades  et  de  lainages,  de  toiles  blanchies  ordinaires,  de  lainage 
chales,  d'indiennes,  de  calicots  et  de  laine ;  aussi  la  manuf 
des  produits  de  la  canne  a  Sucre,  de  Talcool,  du  papier,  de  c 
et  de  cigarettes.  Beaucoup  de  personnes  instruites  croient  < 
baisse  du  prix  d'argent  est  la  cause  principale  du  developp 
de  ces  industries.  Jusqu'a  un  certain  point  il  y  a  de  la  verit 
cette  supposition,  le  rabais  sur  Targent  contribue  a  la  dimii 
de  rimportation  etrangere  et  a  I'encou  rage  ment  de  la  prod 
nationale.  Mais  it  y  a  eu  d'autres  puissantes  causes  qui  or 
tribue  a  ce  changement — une  administration  habile,  sage  et 
pendant  la  presidence  du  General  Diaz,  la  confiance  du  | 
mexicain  et  des  etrangers  dans  la  stabilitc  du  gouvernem 
construction  de  chemins  de  fer  (tous,  a  I'exception  de  celui 
de  Vera  Cruz  a  la  Cite  de  Mexico,  ayant  ete  termines  i 
1883),  Tamelioration  des  ports,  I'accroissement  du  comme 
liberalitc  du  gouvernement  envers  les  nouvelles  industries; 
les  influences  generales  d'ordre,  de  paix  et  de  cpmmerce  ont 
contribue  a  ce  resultat. 

Ce  n'est  pas  de  Texageration  de  dire  que,  dans  les  dix  dei 
annees,  les  Americains  du  Nord  ont  place  dans  les  min 
chemins  de  fer,  les  terres  et  dans  d'autres  enterprises,  des  sc 
superieures  au  montant  total  de  I'argent  en  circulation  d 
Republique.  Aussi,  il  ne  faut  pas  ignorer  dans  cette  con; 
tion  un  fait  trcs  significatif — que  les  droits  douaniers  sur  le 
cles  fabriqucs  de  coton,  de  laine,  de  papier,  de  tabac  et  sur  h 
duits  alcooliques  sont  tres  eleves  et  que  les  droits  sur  les 
nades  furent  imposes  des  1830  et  augmentes  constamment  j 
1 887.  Depuis  lors,  ils  sont  restes  presque  stationnaires.  S\ 
sieurs  classes  de  cotonnades  et  de  lainages,  ces  droits  ont  et 
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hibitifs  et  Ton  peut  dire  que  sur  les  qualites  ordinaires,  les  droits 
pendant  les  dix  et  quinze  dernieres  annees  ont  range  de  40  a  75 
ct  a  85  pour  cent.  En  vue  de  cette  assertion,  je  cite  d'un  rapport 
fait  par  un  ecrivain  eminent  dans  un  ouvrage  intitule  "  Les 
Finances  des  Etats-Unis  Mexicains,"  d'apres  "  Documents  Offi- 
ciels"par  Prosper  Gloner,  publics  en  1895.  II  dit:  "L'industrie 
cotonniere  au  Mexique  doit  son  dcveloppement  surtout  aux 
droits  douaniers  qui,  par  Timposition  de  droits  eleves,  empechent 
I'importation  des  cotonnades  ordinaires.  Cinq  pour  cent  de  ces 
droits  furent  imposes  en  1830  et  jusqu'a  1887  il  y  ^i^  a  eu  une 
augmentation  continuelle." 

M.  Crittenden,  consul-general  des  Etats-Unis,  dans  un  rap- 
port date  de  la  Cite  de  Mexico,  le  7  septembre  1896,  public  dans 
les  Relations  Commerciales  des  Etats-Unis  1895-96,  Tome  I,  dit: 
'^Depuis  que  les  taux  du  change  ont  ete  si  changeants  et  si  defa- 
vorables  entre  le  Mexique  et  les  gouvemements  etrangers  et  que 
des  tarife  eleves  de  protection  ont  ete  imposes  sur  presque  tous  les 
articles  qui  entrent  dans  la  consommation  mexicaine,  beaucoup 
d'articles  jusqu'ici  importes,  tels  que  couvertures  de  lits,  tapis, 
etoffes  de  toutes  sortes  pour  habillement  d'hommes,  indiennes, 
vetements  de  dessous  de  toutes  sortes,  chapeaux,  chaussures  et 
autres  articles,  sont  necessairement  fabriques  dans  la  Republique 
Ju  Mexique.  Les  Mexicans  ont  ete  assez  intelligents  et  actifs 
pour  profiter  de  ces  courants  adverses  et  ont  eleve  avec  une 
rapidite  etonnante  pour  le  Mexique,  une  serie  de  grandes  ou 
petites  fabriques  de  presque  toutes  les  classes  de  marchandises,  se 
servant  de  machines  modemes  qui  peuvent  etre  comparees  favora- 
Wement  a  beaucoup  de  machines  employees  par  d'autres  pays. 
Quelques-unes  des  marchandises  ainsi  fabriquees  au  Mexique 
^nt  excellentes,  quant  a  la  chaine,  a  la  trame  et  au  fini,  et  aujour- 
^hui  on  en  voit  plus  dans  Tusage  joumalier  qu'autrefois.  Les 
'^nufecturiers  au  Mexique  possedent  un  grand  avantage — le  bas 
Prixdu  travail  et  Tusage  libre  de  Texcellente  force  hydraulique 
^u'on  trouve  en  beaucoup  de  localites  du  Mexique,  et  cette  force 
est  souvent  situee  tout  pres  des  chemins  de  fer  qui  penetrent  dans 
'cs  differentes  parties  de  la  Republique. 

"Les  ouvriers  ordinaires  sans  metier  sont  places  sous  la  direc- 
^*on  d'etrangers  experimentes  qui  les  instruisent  facilement  dans  le 
'^l^ur necessaire  et  les  difRcultes  du  travail.     Je  suis  informe  que 
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ces  filatures  de  coton  rapportent  de  20  a  40  pour  cent  de  divi- 
dendes  annuels.     Avant  peu  le   Mexique,  vu  les  causes  encovi- 
rageantes  ici  citees,  aura  ses  industries  manufacturieres  etablies 
dans  tous  les  Etats  d'acces  facile  et  avantageux,  avec  des  produitis 
ameliores  se  vendant  a  des  prix  qui  excluiront  de  ses  marches  les 
articles  ordinaires.      Et  meme  aujourd'hui  des  chaussures  sont 
expediees  de  quelques  Etats  du  Mexique  du   Nord  aux  Etats- 
Unis.    J'ai  vu  des  draps  d'un  beau  fini  pour  confections  d'homm^s, 
coutant,  faits  dans  les  meilleurs  magasins,  de  $20  a  $30  par  cos- 
tume, monnaie  mexicaine.      II  y  a  une  abondance  de  laine    au 
Mexique.     Le  coton  aussi  est  cultive  dans  quelques  parties  de   la 
Republique,  mais  pas  en  quantites  suffisantes  pour  suppleer  a    la 
demande,  le  reste,  rangeant  de  75,000  a   100,000  balles  par  ^.n, 
est  importe  de  Texas,  au  prix  de  21  a  22  cents,  'monnaie  me:xi- 
caine '  par  livre,  livre  aux  filatures." 

Le  Consul-General  britannique  a  la  Cite  de  Mexico,  M.  Cardh:^^'' 
est  d'accord  avec  les  representants  des  Etats-Unis  dans  cette  vil  ^^^ 
quant  au  developpement  des  entreprises  industrielles  dans  le  pa^^^* 
"On  peut  se  rendre  compte  de  la  grande  activite  constatee  da*^^^' 
rindustrie  de  la  manufacture  du  coton,"  dit  M.  Garden  dans  sc:^^ 
rapport  d'aout  1897,  "quand  on  considere  que  malgre  la  bontr  ^ 
recolte  de  1896,  les  importations  de  la  matiere  premiere  dep 
serent  celles  de  I'annee  precedente  de  plus  de  10  pour  cent, 
ceci  en  depit  de  I'elevation  considerable  du  prix  du  coton." 
attribue  la  diminution  dans  les  importations  de  lainages,  de  pr 
de  12  pour  cent  "a  la  grande  amelioration  dans  la  qualite  d 
manufactures  locales."  L'augmentation  dans  les  importations 
fer  et  d'acier,  de  pres  de  soixante-dix  pour  cent,  est  expliquee  p 
"  I'activite  extraordinaire  dans  la  construction  et  Tamelioration 
travaux  d'une  utilite  permanente  au  pays." 

La  croissance  industrielle  du  Mexique  a  ete  accompagnee  d' 
developpement  remarquable  dans  ses  facilites  de  transport, 
ler  juillet  1897,  la  Republique  avait  en  operation  7,365  milles 
chemins  de  fer,  et  I'on  peut  raisonnablement  s'attendre,  vu 
progres  de  ces  demieres  annees  et  les  ressources  qui  attendent 
debouche  dans  les  marches  du  monde,  a  Pexpansion  prochai 
dans  la  construction  de  chemins  de  fer.  "  Aujourd'hui,"  dit  '' 
Consul-General  Crittenden  dans  son  rapport  du  7  septemh^^^ 
1896,  "on  peut  traverser  par  chemins  de  fer  presque  toute    ^ 
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cpublique  et  arriver  au  Mexique  des  Etats-Unis  par  n'lmporte 
quelle  des  trois  routes  postales,  ou  via  New- York  par  des  bateaux 
lagnifiques  allant  a  Tampico  ou  a  Vera-Cruz  et  de  la  par  chemin 
e  fer  a  la  Cite  de  Mexico.  Ces  routes,  toutefois,  ont  ete  cons- 
uites  presque  entierement  du  cote  de  TAtlantique  et  par  conse- 
uent  le  cote  de  I'Ocean  Pacifique  est  presque  inaccessible,  ou 
i  faut  prendre  un  chemin  detourne.  Toutefois  cet  etat  de  choses 
'ameliore  rapidement,  et  aujourd'hui  il  y  a  en  construction  trois 
i^oies  ferrees  se  dirigeant  rapidement  aux  ports  de  POcean  Pacifique. 
Bientot  on  pourra  dire  que  le  Mexique  entier  est  traverse  par  la 
locomotive.  Ces  nouvelles  voies  sont  aidees  et  assistees  materielle- 
ment  par  le  Gouvemement." 

Depuis  la  date  du  rapport  de  M.  Crittenden,  le  chemin  de  fer  a 
travers  Tlsthme  de  Tehuantepec  reliant  TAtlantique  et  le  Pacifique 
a  cte  termine  et  promet  de  devenir  un  facteur  important  du  com- 
merce international,  en  plus  de  fournir  les  moyens  de  communica- 
tions faciles  entre  les  cotes  est  et  ouest  de  la  Republique  et  se 
joignant  aux  grands  reseaux  du  plateau  central. 

Le  commerce  maritime  du  Mexique  du  cote  de  PAtlantique 
est  controle  en  grande  partie  par  la  New  York  and  Cuba  Mail 
Steamship  Company,  connue  aussi  sous  le  nom  de  "  Ward  Line," 
4^i  possede  une  flotte  de  beaux  bateaux  qui  font  le  service  entre 
*^ew  York  et  les  principaux  ports  de  la  cote  mexicaine  du  Golfe, 
y  compris  Progreso,  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico,  Campeche  etc.,  via  la 
Havana.  Du  cote  du  Pacifique  les  vapeurs  de  la  Pacific  Mail 
Company  toucheqt  aux  differents  ports,  parmi  lesquels  sont  Salina 
Cruz,  Acapuico,  Manzanillo  et  Mazatlan. 

L'amelioration  des  principaux  ports  mexicains  a  ete  pendant 
<luelques  annees  Pobjet  de  la  soUicitude  et  de  I'efFort  special  de  la 
part  du  Gouvemement  mexicain ;  et  aux  deux  ports  importants  de 
Tampico  et  de  Vera  Cruz  sur  le  Golfe,  des  travaux  grandioses  ont 
^te  faits  pour  assurer  aux  vaisseaux  un  mouillage  sur.  A  Salina 
Cruz  et  a  Coatzacoalcos,  les  ports  respectifs  du  Pacifique  et  du 
Colfe  sur  risthme  de  Tehuantepec,  des  travaux  semblables  sont 
^n  voie  de  construction,  et  avec  le  developpement  des  industries 
^t  du  commerce  mexicain  les  points  importants  echelonnes  sur  les 
^otes  maritimes  de  Pest  et  de  Pouest  seront  pourvus  peu  a  peu  de 
toutes  les  facilites  modernes  necessaires  au  trafic. 

En  plus  des  chemins  de  fer,  le  Mexique  possede  des  facilites  de 
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transport  par  les  rivieres  et  par  les  lacs  qui  sont  susceptibles  d'un 
developpement  considerable,  bien  que  les  conditions  topographi- 
ques  et  de  climat  soient  telles  que  la  navigation  continue  des 
rivieres  pendant  toute  Tannee  est  impraticable  pour  des  distances 
considerables.  Le  Consul-General  des  Etats-Unis,  dans  un 
rapport  public  en  1895  dans  les  rapports  consulaires  speciaux, 
"Highways  of  Commerce"  (Les  Grandes  Routes  de  Commerce), 
dit,  relativement  a  ce  sujet :  "  La  configuration  du  pays  et  le 
caractere  des  saisons  sont  tels  que  de  grandes  rivieres  navigables 
sont  une  impossibilite.  Les  seules  rivieres  qui  admettent  du  trafic 
par  de  petits  bateaux  sont  quelques-unes  au  niveau  de  la  cote, 
mais  elles  ne  sont  navigables  qu'a  une  distance  de  1 25  milles  du 
Golfe  et  de  62  milles  de  la  cote  du  Pacifique.  Les  nombreuses 
cimes  qui  ont  une  hauteur  de  10,000  et  17,000  milles  au-dessus 
du  niveau  de  la  mer  sont  peu  couvertes  de  neige,  et  la  quantite  de 
neige  qui  y  tombe  est  insuffisante  pour  former  de  gros  volumes 
d'eau  ou  de  grandes  rivieres.  Sur  les  plateaux  du  centre,  il  y  a 
quelques  lacs  dont  les  eaux  sont  utilisees  jusqu'a  un  certain  point 
par  les  Indiens  dans  le  trafic  qu'ils  font  dans  leurs  petits  et  primitite 
canots.  Des  canaux  sont  impraticables  a  cause  de  la  topographic, 
sauf  sur  la  cote  du  Golfe  et  les  plaines  des  Etats  du  Centre  et  de 
la  frontiere  du  Nord;  mais  le  plus  grand  obstacle  a  la  navigation 
interieure  est  du  au  dessechement,  pendant  certaines  periodes  de 
I'annee,  surtout  pendant  la  saison  des  secheresses,  des  cours  d'eau, 
soit  par  I'evaporation  naturelle,  soit  par  Pemploi  injudicieux  des 
eaux  pour  Tarrosement,  de  sorte  que  meme  les  plus  petits  bateaux 
ne  peuvent  pas  flotter.  Tot  ou  tard,  on  portera  remede  a  cette 
depense  d'eau,  puisque  les  autorites  sont  vigilantes  pour  la  protec- 
tion de  tous  les  elements  qui  contribuent  a  Tavancement  du 
Mexique.  Jusqu'a  un  certain  point  on  pourrait  porter  remede  a 
ce  manque  de  moyens  de  navigation  par  la  canalisation  et  le 
drainage  des  eaux  existantes  dans  les  bassins  naturels  dans  les  dif- 
ferentes  parties  de  la  Republique  par  le  detoumement  de  leurs 
cours  par  interval  les  pendant  certaines  saisons  de  Tannee,  vers  les 
rivieres  ou  les  canaux  qui  sont  navigables,  afin  de  maintenir  cons- 
tamment  la  profondeur  requise." 

Le  Gouvernement  mexicain  a  deja  temoigne  son  appreciation 
de  la  valeur  de  ces  entreprises  en  faisant  des  contrats  pour  la  cons- 
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action  de  plusieurs  canaux  importants,  y  inclus  le  Canal  de 
hijol  entre  Tampico  et  Tuxpan,  qui  aura  une  longueur  de  250 
lilies,  et  la  canalisation  de  la  riviere  Tempoal  qui  se  jette  dans 

Panaco  pres  de  Tampico.  II  y  a  beaucoup  d'autres  rivieres  et 
3urs  d'eau  qu'on  pourra  utiliser  par  le  moyen  d'ameliorations 
lus  ou  moins  extensives,  et  quand  le  Mexique  sera  pourvu  d'un 
ysteme  efBcace  de  routes  maritimes,  Petat  du  commerce  interne 
era  grandement  ameliore.  "  Les  efforts  du  President  Diaz  et  sa 
iberalite  envers  Texploitation  de  chemins  de  fer  et  de  lignes  de 
^apeurs,"dit  le  Consul  Crittenden,  "  ont  contribue  principalement 
i  I'etablissement  dans  la  Republique  de  voies  de  communications, 
ccomplissant  ainsi  ce  qu'aucun  de  ses  predecesseurs  n'a  pu  faire — 
est-a-dire,  faisant  de  ce  pays,  le  plus  prospere  des  contrees  de 
Vmerique-Espagnole."  On  peut  supposer  que  la  meme  politi- 
le  sera  poursuivie  dans  Tamelioration  des  rivieres  et  des  routes, 
^c  des  resultats  avantageux  correspondants. 

te  developpement  interne  du  Mexique  et  de  ses  industries,  ainsi 
ic  du  commerce  national,  a,  pour  le  peuple  des  Etats-Unis,  une 
tportance  et  un  interet  particuliers,  non-seulement  par  rapport  a 
tccroissement  general  du  commerce,  mais  en  aidant  a  creer  les 
^illeures  conditions  pour  I'emploi  du  capital,  de  Tentreprise  et  du 
avail  de  metier  des  Etats-Unis,  et  pour  la  vente  de  machines, 
outils,  de  quincaillerie,  et  d'une  variete  d'autres  produits  manu- 
tctures,  dans  la  manufacture  desquels  les  Etats-Unis  surpassent 
^ns  les  autres  pays.  Le  capital  des  Etats-Unis  est  deja  interesse 
^rgement  dans  les  chemins  de  fer  mexicains  et  les  exploitations 
"ninieres,  et  Ton  peut  s'attendre  a  ce  que  les  entreprises  agricoles 
^t  manufacturieres  attirent  aussi  le  capital  libre  et  Phabilete  de  la 
g^nde  Republique  du  nord.  Heureusement,  les  articles  offerts 
pour  echange  par  chaque  pays  sont,  avec  peu  d'exceptions,  ceux 
9^1  ne  font  pas  concurrence  aux  industries  nationales  de  I'autre,  et 
^niesure  que  les  ressources  internes  du  Mexique  seront  developpees, 
'^s  liens  de  rapport  commercial  devront  se  multiplier  et  se  raffer- 
^ir  constamment  a  Pavantage  reciproque  des  deux  Republiques. 


j^^STf^yC^  (jT^L^^^UZ^ 
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REPUBLIQUE    ARGENTINE. 

RAPPORT  SUR  L'IMMIGRATION. 

Les  donnees  suivantes  relatives  a  I'immigration  dans  la  F 
blique  Argentine  sont  tirees  d'un  recent  rapport  ofRciel. 

On  ne  connait  pas  exactement  la  superficie  de  la  Republ 
mais  on  Testime  a  environ  1,172,000  milles  carres.  Le  totj 
la  population,  selon  le  recensement  de  1895,  est  de  4,000,000 
tants  approximativement,  ce  qui  represente  1.33  habitants 
kilometre.  Par  rapport  a  la  population  de  la  France,  a  si 
73  personnes  par  kilometre  carre,  le  pays  est  capable  de  sou 
plus  de  200,000,000  habitants.  Malgre  les  changements  i 
breux  et  subits  du  climat  le  pays  est  eminemment  salub 
convient  aux  habitants  des  zones  temperees.  La  mortalit 
pays  se  borne  principalement  aux  enfants,  due  a  Tignorance 
part  des  parents  des  principes  de  I'hygiene. 

Le  climat  attrayant,  la  fertilite  du  sol,  la  facilite  pour  la 
truction  de  chemins  de  fer,  due  a  la  topographie  du  pays,  les 
breux  coursd'eaua  Pinterieur,  et  I'extensive  cote  maritime,  devr 
attirer  une  immigration  nombreuse  et  desirable.  Dans  les  sp 
legitimes  du  travail,  il  y  a  de  la  place  pour  une  augment 
annuelle  de  la  population  de  90,000  a  100,000  habitants.  ] 
migrant  qui  possede  quelques  connaissances  et  du  capital,  et  q 
propose  a  son  arrivee  dans  le  pays  d'y  acheter  du  terrain  et  bati 
maison  confortable,  de  travailler  la  terre  et  d'elever  une  famill 
le  desideratum  du  pays.  Pour  cette  classe,  il  y  a  de  la  place 
un  nombre  illimite.  Partout  dans  la  Republique,  on  peut  ac 
a  des  prix  tres  moderes  des  terres  qui  ne  demandent  que  peu  dc 
paration  pour  les  rendre  convenables  a  la  culture,  a  Televag 
betail,  etc. 

Ce  qui  jusqu'ici  a  caracterise  ^immigrant,  c'est  son  pench 
s'etablir  dans  les  grandes  villes  au  lieu  de  tenter  sa  fortune  oi 
serait  plus  avancee  par  Tachat  et  le  developpement  de  terres 
les  campagnes. 

Le  type  le  plus  nombreux  et  le  meilleur  qui  jusqu'ici  est 
s'6tablir  dans  la  Republique  est  PItalien.     Ce  sont  les  seuls  q 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


1397 


r^pandus  dans  tout  le  pays  et  qui  aient  profit^  de  leurs 


unites. 


tableaux  suivants  montrent  rimmigration  pendant  les  quatre 
li  derniers  ans  et  la  nationalit6  et  les  professions  des  immi- 
dans  les  annees  1894-96. 


Ann^. 


imier  semestre. 


Nombre  d'arri- 
v4es. 


52,067 

54.  720 

61,  266 

102,  673 

35.734 


Nationality. 


ins  du  Nord 


IS  . . 
tns. 
ens 


s 

IS 


ais 

IS. 


ids 


yens 
ns.. . 

is  . . . 

QS..  . 


)lS 


irens, 


otal 

itation  annuelle 


Premier 
semestre  de 

1897. 


37 

5 

143 


I. 


003 
96 


553 
264 

17 

47 

4 


I. 


23, 


7. 


652 

436 

13 

303 

25 
2 

I 

76 

18 

301 

198 

22 

162 

251 
105 


35,  734 


1896. 


79 
12 

290 

53 

963 
318 


58 
429 

3 
126 

61 

8 

3,486 

1.039 

3 

75.  204 

212 


212 
20 

575 
18,051 

•  52 
679 
724 

13 


102,  673 
41.447 


1895. 


46 

II 

316 


549 
211 

I 

91 

329 

2 

115 
36 


2,448 

1,067 

12 

41,  203 

27 

5 
I 

178 

6 

2,336 

11,288 

62 

465 

369 

52 


61,  226 
6,  506 


1894. 


79 

269 


440 
248 


128 

385 


99 
18 


2,107 
971 

7 

37,699 

117 


200 

2 

3.132 
8, 122 

42 
516 
122 

17 


54. 720 
2.653 
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Professions. 


Agriculteurs , 

Apothicaires 

Architectes 

Boulangers , 

Barbiers 

Forgerons 

Relieurs 

Ma9ons  h  briqueterie , 

Eb^nistes ." 

Caltats , 

Charpentiers 

Clercs  

Cochers 

Cuisiniers 

Tonneliers 

Vendciirs 

Journaliers 

Inventeurs 

M6decins 

Teinturiers 

Ingenieurs 

Machinistes 

Graveurs 

Pecheurs , 

Ouvricrs  en  bois  pour  meubles. 

Jaidiniers 

Dofeurs 

Gantiers , 

Chapclicrs , 

Menuisiers , 

Lithographes , 

M6caniciens , 

Meuniers 

Mineurs 

Musiciens 

Peintrcs  en  b^timents , 

Pharmaciens 

Photographes 

Imprimeurs , 

Selliers 

Scieurs 

Marins , 

Couturi^res 

Institutrices 

Cordonniers 

Boutiquiers 

Chantcurs 

Chauffeurs 

Tailleurs  de  pierres , 

Magons 

Arpenteurs 

Tailleurs , 

Tanneurs 

Drouineurs 

Ferblantiers 

Tourneurs 

Compositeurs 

Vignerons 

Horlogers , 

Tisserands 

Sans  professions 


Total 


1896. 


58.  388 
II 

3 

74 

527 
26 

2.243 

158 

59 
23 

886 

1.572 

49 
461 

87 
581 

15.983 
22 

21 
27 
9 
87 
16 

59 

34 

246 

44 
38 
64 
28 
16 
80 

85 
418 

226 

42 

19 
32 
18 

53 

67 

165 

2,983 


687 

2, 128 

86 

307 

496 

19 

9 
582 

161 


62 
42 


150 


105 
II.  717 

102,  673 


1895. 


32.941 
16 

6 

66 

322 

19 

917 

46 

43 

19 

634 

839 

46 

308 

74 
204 

8.9S8 

II 

9 
19 

5 

75 
8 

34 

17 
102 

36 
17 
31 
19 
4 
64 
52 
309 
81 

29 
10 

16 

II 

.  47 
32 
96 

1.498 


276 

1, 12*? 

96 

211 

141 

15 

5 

218 

147 
17 

87 

38 


124 


87 
10,467 

61,  226 
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BRfiSIL.    . 

L'IMMIGRATION  EN   1896. 

Le  dernier  rapport  du  consul  general  des  Pays-Bas  a  Rio  de 
Janeiro  constate  que,  pendant  I'annee  1896,  99,379  immigrants 
ontdebarque  a  Rio  et  58,579  a  Santos,  soit  un  total  de  157,948 
indivividus  appartenant  aux  nationalites  suivantes: 

ItilicDs 96,  324 

Espagnols 24, 153 

Portugais 22,  299 

Autrichiens 8,  365 

Allemands , i,  070 

Russes 562 

Am^ricains  du  Nord 471 

Fran^ai? 328 

Suisses 153 

Anglais 63 

Danois 55 

^Iges 22 

Hollandais 7 

Naiionalitfes  diverses i,  046 

Ce  rapport  se  refere  seulement  aux  Ports  de  Rio  de  Janeiro  et 
dc  Santos ;  il  ne  compute  pas  les  entrees  aux  autres  ports  du  Bresil, 
notamment  ceux  de  la  riviere  de  TAmazone,  oii  recemment  on  a 
^tabli  un  service  regulier  d'immigration. 

CHEMIN  DE  PER  DU  SUD  DU  BRfiSIL. 

On  lit  dans  Le  Bresil  de  Paris  du  26  decembre  dernier : 
'^Ona  inaugure  le  15  novembre  la  station  de  Carasinho,  de  la 
^gnede  Santa  Maria  a  TUruguay,  appartenant  a  la  Compagnie  des 
^hemins  de  fer  sud-ouest  bresiliens.  Cette  ligne  fait  partie  de  la 
concession  d'ltarare  a  Santa  Maria  da  Bocca  do  Monte  et  embranche- 
^^nts,  repartie  entre  deux  compagnies :  Tune  bresilienne,  c'est  celle 
^^  Sao  Paulo  e  Rio  Grande,  qui  construit  les  lignes  de  I'Etat  de 
"^rana,  et  I'autre  beige,  les  chemins  de  fer  sud-ouest  bresiliens,  qui 
^nstruit  celles  du  Rio  Grande  du  Sud.  Des  lignes  de  cette 
^crniere  compagnie,  il  a  ete  livre  au  trafic  299  kilometres,  dont 
^^de  Santa  Maria  a  Cruz  Alta,  et  139  de  ce  dernier  point  a  la 
Qouvelle  station  de  Carasinho.     D'ici   a   la  fin  de  Pannee  sera 
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inauguree  la  station  de  Passo  Fundo,  a  54^  kilom.  d^  cette  dei 
niere,  ce  qui  elevera  la  longueur  de  lignes  en  trafic  a  353^  kilon 

"  De  leur  cote,  les  lignes  de  la  Compagnie  Sslo  Paulo  et  Ri 
Grande  sont  tres  avancees.  Les  travaux  de  terrassement  sor 
presque  termines  sur  une  etendue  de  96  kilometres  au  nord  d 
Ponta  Grossa,  et  tresavances  sur  une  longueur  de  150  kilometre 
au  sud  de  ce  point.     La  pose  des  rails  progresse  rapidement 

"La  concession  d'ltarare  est  une  de  celles  qui  ont  donne  Ic 
meilleurs  resultats  pratiques.  Les  travaux  ont  ete  commences  ei 
1890  et  il  a  ete  construit  jusqu'a  present  pres  de  560  kilometres 
soit  80  kilometres  par  an." 


NOUVELLE  CAPITALE  DE  MINAS  GERAES. 

La  ville  de  Bello  Horizonte  a  ete  inauguree  comme  capita, 
de  Minas  Geraes,  le  12  decembre  dernier,  avec  toutes  les  forma.1 
tes  dues  a  Pevenement.  Les  fonctionnaires  et  les  personnes  1* 
plus  importantes  de  PEtat  assisterent  a  la  ceremonie:  le  Go 
verneur  signa  ofRciellement  le  decret  transferant  la  capitale  d'On. 
Preto  a  Bello  Horizonte. 

La  courte  description  suivante  de  lanouvelle  capitale  est  extra i 
du  Jomal  do  Comercio  de  Rio:  "La  ville  de  Bello  Horizon 
est  situee  dans  une  vaste  et  belle  plaine,  bornee  par  quatre  coUin 
basses,  et  a  moitie  entouree  par  la  chaine  de  montagnes  de  Cun 
d'EI  Rei,  et  elle  est  divisee  par  une  petite  riviere  du  nom  de  ArrucJ 
et  par  ses  affluents.     La  ville  posscde  trente-huit  edifices  publi- 
les  plus  remarquables  desquels  sont  le  Capitole,  qui  n'est  ^ 
encore  fini,  les  quatre  departerhents  de  Tlnterieur,  du  Tresor, 
P Agriculture  et  de  la  Police,  Tlmprimerie  du  Gouvemement^ 
Tribunal,  le  Gymnase  et  I'edifice  pour  la  production  d'electrici 
TEglise  du  Rosaire,  les  residences  des  Secretaires  et  Chefs 
Bureaux,  la  Gare,  et  un  grand  nombre  de  maisons  modernes. 
population  totale  de  la  ville  compte  actuellement  environ  12, 
habitants. 

La  ville  possede  un  pare  central  magnifique  de  1 78  acres, 
rues  sont  droites  et  ont  une  largeur  de  65  pieds,  et  sont  entree^ 
pees  d'avenues  ayant  une  largeur  de  1 1 4  pieds.  L'avenue  prin* 
pale  est  celle  d'AfFonso  Penna,  de  162  pieds  de  largeur  et  de  i^ 
verges  en  longueur.     La  ville  possede   une  abondance  d'eau 
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)tables  et  est  eclairee  a  I'electricite,  le  systeme  ayant  ete  inau- 
ire  le  1 1  decembre. 

Les  depenses  faites  par  TEtat  pour  le  transfert  de  la  capitale  de 
m  ancienne  situation  a  Pactuelle,  et  le  cout  des  nouveaux  bati- 
lents  avec  la  construction  de  rembranchement  du  chemin  de  fer, 
esigne  sous  le  nom  de  Bello  Horizonte,  se  sont  jusqu'a  present 
levees  a  1 1,000,000  de  dollars." 


CHILI. 

STATISTIQUES  COMMERCIALES  POUR   1896. 

L'Estadistica  Commercial  publiant  ofRciellement  le  commerce 
*xterieur  et  de  cabotage  du  Chili  pour  Tannee  1896,  vient  d'etre 
e^u  par  le  Bureau.  De  ce  rapport  important  et  etendu  le  som- 
iiaire  suivant  a  ete  fait.  Dans  les  supputations,  le  dollar  est 
-Value  a  38  pence  (76  cents  en  or).  Les  importations  soumises 
lux  droits  sont  basees  sur  I'evaluation  etablie  par  le  tarif  douanier, 
andis  que  celles  admises  en  franchise  sont  evaluees  d'apres  les 
^aleurs  etablies  dans  la  facture.  La  valeur  des  exportations  est 
^see  sur  les  prix  courants. 

Les  statistiques  sont  divisees  en  deux  designations  generales, 
*Comercio  General"  et  "Comercio  Especial."  Sous  la  pre- 
miere designation  sont  comprises  toutes  les  marchandises  impor- 
'^es  dans  le  pays,  soit  pour  la  consommation  nationale,  soit  pour 
^^expedition,  et  tous  les  articles  exportes,  y  compris  ceux  en  tran- 

• 

^^t    Sous  la  seconde  designation  sont  classees  toutes  les  importa- 

• 

^lons  destinees  a  la  consommation  nationale,  et  les  manufactures 
^'origine  etrangere  qui  sont  retirees  de  Tentrepot  pour  reexpedition. 
Le  premier  tableau  ci-dessous  donne,  celui  du  "  Comercio  Gene- 
^V'  montre  la  valeur  totale  des  importations  et  des  exportations 
^e  la  Republique  en  1896,  comparee  a  celle  pour  1895,  avec 
'augmentation  et  la  diminution  correspondantes.  De  ce  tableau 
^  verra  qu'il  y  a  une  diminution  nette  du  commerce  exterieur 
^'^levant  a  $  1 3,278,000. 

Le  second  tableau  donne  les  chiflres  du  "  Comercio  Especial " 
^t  montre  un  gain  de  $6,315,785  pour  1896,  la  plus  grande  aug- 
mentation qui  ait  jamais  ete  rapportee  dans  les  annales  statis- 
^ques  de  la  Republique. 
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1S95. 

Z896. 

1S96. 

Augmenta- 
tion. 

DirtStovXic:^ 

Comercio  General : 

Importations 

Exnortations 

$83, 856.  789 
76, 244, 441 

$68,464,717 
78,358,612 

$15,  302,  ^ 

$2,114,171 

Totaux 

160,  loi,  230 

146,  823,  229 

2,  114,  171 

15,  392,  ■ 

Comercio  Especial : 

Importations 

69,  206,  552 
72,  919,  882 

74, 082,  805 
74,  359. 414 

4.  876,  253 
1,439.532 

ExDortations 

Totaux ----. 

142. 126,  434 

148, 442,  219 

6,  315,  785 

Le  "Comercio  de  Transitu,"  ou  commerce  de  reexportatic 
montre  un  gain  de  $514,639  pour  1896.  Par  centre,  le  commen 
de  cabotage  presente  une  diminution  considerable  de  $36,219,20 
en  comparaison  de  1895. 

La  valeur  des  importations  par  pays  de  provenance  est  publi. 
dans  le  tableau  ci-dessous,  dans  lequel  on  verra  que  les  impon 
tions  provenant  des  Etats-Unis  ont  augmente  de  $2,227,551. 


Fays  de  provenance. 


Grande  Bretagne. , 

Allemagne 

EtatS'Unis 

P6rou 

Argentine 

France 

Australie 

Uruguay , 

Italic 

Inde 

Espagne 

Belgique 

Chine 

Equateur 

Brtsil 

Paraguay  

Polyn6sie 

Colombie 

Costa  Rica 

Suede  

Guatemala 

Hollande 

Bolivie  . . : 

Portugal 

Suisse 

PSche  de  Baleine 


1895- 


$32, 
17, 
4. 
4, 
5. 
I, 


Totaux 


086.  959 
299,  039 

579.614 
456,  388 
141,351 
644,  C59 
680, 479 

498,  443 
539.  790 
593,  575 
361,438 
208,  283 

157,538 
172,685 
301,006 
230, 141 
3,108 

99.307 
80,064 


1896. 


1896. 


Aug^mentation.    Diminnti«: 


3,854 
48 

18 

250 

4,610 

64,  405 


$30,  <249,  002 
20,  080,  943 
6,  807, 165 
4,  397,  230 
4, 105,  244 
2,' 834,  216 
I,  522,  293 
711.  641 
692,  534 
557,  530 
469,  753 
330,  925 
284,  668 
197,  388 
186,  622 
182, 450 
168,  024 
130, 092 

97,  213 
20,  360 
10,  391 

570 
250 

130 


69,  206,  552 


$2, 781, 

2,  227, 

904 
551 

1,190. 
841, 
213, 
152, 

157 
814 

198 

744 

108, 

122, 

127, 

24. 

316 
542 
130 
703 

$1, 837^ 


46, 171 


74, 082,  805 


164,  916 

30,  785 

17,149 
20,  360 

6,537 
522 

232 


59- 
1, 036* 


3^- 


114^ 

47 


4^ 
18, 


8, 030,  559 


3.  I54» 


Augmentation  en  1896,  $4,876,253. 


J.  o» 

2.  05 


ant  les  donnees  ci-dessus  publiees,  la  valeur  totale  des  ex- 
>ns,en  dehors  du  commerce  in  transitu,  s'eleva  a  $74,359,414, 
*es  sous  les  denominations  generales  suivantes : 

des  mines $6i,  322,  833 

agricoles 11, 124,  379 

nanufactur^s 54, 922 

105, 409 

768,012 

tal 73.  385.  645 

>oumis  aux  droits  Strangers 412,  827 

[rangere 560,  942 

tal 74.  359. 424 

comparaison  avec  Pannee  anterieure,  il  y  a  un  benefice  de 
,532.  Une  analyse  des  differents  articles  montre  une  aug- 
lon  de  $1,146,342  dans  les  produits  des  mines,  de 
,226  dans  les  produits  agricoles,  et  de  $1,964  dans  les  arti- 
mufactures.  Les  articles  suivants  accusent  une  diminution 
5  par  comparaison  de  1895:  Divers,  $105,188;  espece, 
78;  articles  etrangers  soumis  aux  droits,  $147,790;  et 
etrangere,  $521,544.  Le  nitrate  accuse  une  diminution  de 
,843,  le  charbon  de  $126,667,  et  I'or  de  $98,758. 
tome  des  Statistiques  Commerciales  actuellement  sous 
1  contient,  en  plus  du  commerce  general  pour  1896,  un  abrege 
nmerce  de  la  Republique  pour  le  premier  semestre  de 
1897  en  comparaison  avec  la  periode  correspondante  de 
La  valeur  totale  du  commerce  pour  le  premier  semestre 
7  s'eleva  a  $59,003,284  comparee  a  $77,099,201  pendant  la 
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COSTA  RICA. 

DfiVELOPPEMENT  FINANCIER  ET  COMMERCIAL. 

Le  Bureau  doit  a  Pamabilite  du  Senor  Manuel  Aragon,  Directeui 
General  de  la  Statistique,  plusieurs  copies  de  documents  officiel 
ayant  rapport  au  developpement  des  interets  commerciaux  d 
Costa  Rica.  Les  faits  suivants  relatifs  a  cette  Republique  en  son 
empruntes. 

La  population  a  augmente  constamment  pendant  ces  quatorz 
dernieres  annees.  Le  recensement  officiel  de  1882-83  constate  qa 
le  nombre  d'habitants  etait  de  182,528,  et  celui  de  1895-96  eta 
de  285,003.  Le  rapport  sur  la  population,  fait  le  31  mars  189' 
la  place  a  294,941 ;  ces  chifFres  accusent  une  augmentation  pendai 
les  quatorze  demieres  annees  de  112,413.  Pendant  Texercice  c 
1895-96  la  circulation  du  papier-monnaie  national  a  baisse  a  $2,7^ 
et  celle  des  certificats  de  guerre  a  $98,669 ;  cette  circulation  a  e 
encore  reduite,  de  sorte  qu'au  31  mars  1897,  il  ne  circulait  auci^ 
papier-monnaie  national  et  les  certificats  de  guerre  avaient  bais 
a  $79,115.75.  A  la  meme  date  la  dette  interieure  s'elevait 
$1,117,000. 

La  monnaie  en  circulation  dans*  le  pays,  a  la  fin  de  I'exercE 
1895-96,  s'elevait  a  $20.08  per  capita.  L'unite  monetaire  ^ 
actuellement  le  "colon,"  piece  de  monnaie  en  or  de  778  mil 
grammes,  contenant  900  milliemes  de  metal  precieux,  et  s^ 
equivalent  en  or  des  Etats-Unis  vaut  46^  cents.  Depuis  Tfe 
blissement  de  Tetalon  d'or  par  decret  du  24  octobre  1896,  on  s'^ 
servi  de  la  monnaie  argent  seulement  comme  monnaie  subsidiam 

La  production  et  Texportation  du  cafe  constituent  le  comme'* 
principal  de  la  Republique;  les  rapports  re9us  du  Departem^ 
de  la  Statistique  nationale  constatent  que  pendant  les  six  premi  ^ 
mois  de  1897,  Pexportation  totale  de  cette  denree  s'eleva  a  vm 
valeur  de  $4,666,160  en  or.  Les  exportations  de  bananes  pC3 
la  meme  periode  s'eleverent  a  la  somme  de  $225,267.50;  de  \^ 
a  $262,862.64;  et  d'autres  articles  a  la  somme  de  $47,676.1 
De  ces  exportations  totales,  la  Grande-Bretagne  en  a  pris  poi 
$2,770,196,  les  Etats-Unis  pour  $1,359,470,  I'AUemagne  pou 
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$924,3CX5  et  les  autres  pays  pour  $148,000.     Les  importations 
totales  pour  cette  periode  s'eleverent  a  $2,252,970. 
Les  importations  par  pays  de  provenance  etaient  ainsi  reparties: 


Pays, 


Etats-Unis 

Ailemagne 

Angleierre 

France , 

Italic 

Espagne 

Belgique 

Amtrique  du  Sud  , 

St.  Thomas 

Cuba , 

Nicaragua 

Guaifemala , 

Sah*ador , 

Colispostaux 

je  parti  cu  Her. 


Total 


Valeur  en  or. 

Pour  cent 

$871,646.91 

38,69 

357.652.02 

15.87 

518,833.37 

23.  02 

167.  303.  77 

7.43 

83,  070.  50 

3.68 

55.154.48 

2.45 

4.  893.  50 

0.22 

94.  571-  90 

4.  20 

445- 00 

0.  02 

20,  543.  78 

0.  91 

10.  739.  90 

0.48 

288.06 

0.  01 

21,  334.  50 

0.95 

44.  999.  30 

2.  00 

I.  493.  40 

0.07 

2,  252,  970.  39 

100.00 

La  distribution  des  exportations  de  cafe  etait  comme  suit : 


Sacs. 


A  Londres 133,  646 

A  Hambourg 24,  833 

A  New  York 33.  887 

'^^  Californie 19, 946 

A  Bremen I2, 373 

A  Bordeaux 5,  827 

Attx  autres  pays i,  362 


GUATEMALA. 


de 


MESURES  FINANCIERES. 

Le  Departement  d'Etat  vient  de  recevoir  de  la  Legation  de 
^^temala,  copies  de  deux  decrets  relatife  a  la  situation  financiere 
cette  Republique.     Le  premier decret  est  en  efFet  comme  suit: 
^'^partirdu  ler  Janvier  de  I'annee  courante,  toutes  les  obligations 
^onnuespar  le  Gouvernement  seront  consolidees,  et  pourgarantir 
^^  crediteurs,  des  bons  sur  la  dette  interieure  seront  emis  echangea- 
*^s  pour  les  bons  actuels  de  la  dette  flottante,  pour  ceux  de  trois 
^^Uions,  pour  ceux  de  I'Exposition,  pour  ceux  de  I'emprunt  des 
Cliques  en  mai,  pour  Temprunt  de  septembre,  et  pour  les  docu- 
ments garantis  par  I'Exposition  de  PAmerique  Centrale. 
BuU.  No.  8 11 
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Les  bons  de  la  dette  interieure  seront  de  100,  500  et  de  1,0c 
dollars  et  porteront  un  interet  de  1 2  pour  cent  par  an.     Ces  boi 
seront  amortis  au  moyen  de  paiements  trimestriels  commen9ai 
en  mars  1899  et  ces  sommes  seront  determinees  par  le  Budge 
L'interet  sera  paye  par  la  Banque  de  Guatemala  a  la  fin  de  chaqi 
mois  a  partir  de  Janvier  1898.     Les  bons  de  la  dette  flottante  seroi 
echanges  pour  ceux  de  la  dette  interieure  avec  un  rabais  de 
moitie  de  I'interet  accumule  a  la  date.     Des  fractions  de  moi- 
de  100  dollars  ne  porteront  pas  d'interet  et  le  Directeur-Genei 
des  Comptes  emettra  des  certificats  a  cet  efFet     Les  bons  de 
dette  interieure  destines  au  rachat  de  I'emprunt  de  guerre  de  se 
tembre  seront  tenus  par  le   Directeur-General  des   Comptes, 
seront  livres  aux  teneurs  des  billets  acquittes  a  leur  presentatic 

Pour  le  paiement  de  cette  dette,  seront  reserves  15  sous 
la   taxe    sur   chaque    bouteille    de   spiritueux    vendue    dans 
depositaires  nationaux  depuis  le  ler  Janvier  au  30  septembre  18c 
et  apres  cette  date,  25  sous  de  la  taxe,  et  5  pour  cent  des  drcj 
d'importation   sur   les    marchandises    etrangeres   seront  reserv- 
L'administration  de  la  dette  interieure  est  confiee  a  la  Banque 
Guatemala. 

Le  second  decret  pourvoit  au  rachat  graduel  en  argent  de  to 
les  billets  emis  par  les  banques  de  la  Republique.  Ce  deci 
declare  en  substance  que  le  President,  considerant  que  la  perm 
sion  accordee  aux  banques  pour  la  suspension  des  paiements  < 
metal  expire  le  ler  Janvier  1898,  a  decide  ce  qui  suit: 

Aux  mois  de  Janvier  et  de  fevrier  1898  seront  echanges  U 
billets  de  1  et  de  5  dollars;  en  mars  ceux  de  1,  5,  et  de  50  dollari 
en  avril  ceux  de  1,  5,  10,  20,  25  et  de  100  dollars;  et  le  ler  m^ 
les  paiements  generaux  en  argent  seront  retablis. 

Les  sommes  re9ues  par  les  banques  apres  le  ler  Janvier  scror 
payees  dans  la  meme  espece  de  monnaie  qu'elles  ont  ete  re9ue 
soit  en  billets  ou  en  monnaie.  Le  decret  du  2 1  mai  est  amend 
en  ce  qui  relate  aux  billets  non  compris  dans  le  changemei 
graduel  deja  mentionne,  qui  continueront  a  etre  monnaie  Icga 
jusqu'au  30  avril  1898. 
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MEXIQUE. 

PRIX  DES  TERRES  PUBLIQUES  PENDANT  L'ANNfiE  FISCALE  DE 

1898-99. 

Conformement  aux  dispositions  de  la  loi  sur  la  vente  des  terres 
publiques,  le  Gouvemement  mexicain  a  public  les  prix  auxquels 
ces  terres  pourront  etre  achtees  dans  les  differents  Etats,  dans  le  Dis- 
trict Federal  et  dans  les  Territoires  nationaux,  pendant  Tannee  fiscale 
ci-dessus  mentionnee : 

Prix  par 
hectare. 

Eut  d'Aguascalientes $2. 00 

Etat  de  Campeche i.  75 

Eat  de  Chiapas 2.  50 

Eut  de  Chuhuahua i.  00 

Etat  de  Coahuila  .^ i.  cx) 

Eut  de  Colima i.  00 

Etat  de  Durango i.  cx> 

Etat  de  Guanajuato 2.  00 

Etat  de  Guerrero i.  10 

Etat  d'Hidalgo ' 2.  25 

Etat  de  Jalisco '. 2.  00 

Etat  de  Mexico 2.  50 

Etat  de  Michoacan 2.  75 

Etat  de  Morelos 4.  00 

Etat  de  Nuevo  Leon i.  00 

Etat  d'Oaxaca. i .  10 

Etat  de  Puebla 3.  00 

Etat  de  Queretaro 2. 00 

Etat  de  San  Luis  Potosi : 2.  25 

Etat  de  Sinaloa i.  00 

Etat  de  Sonora i.  00 

Etat  de  Tabasco 3. 00 

Etat  de  Tamaulipas i.  00 

Etat  de  Tlaxacala 2.  00 

Etat  de  Vera  Cruz 2.  50 

Etat  de  YucaUn 2.  00 

Etat  de  Zacatecas 2.  00 

I>iarict  Ffedferal 5.  60 

Tcnitoire  de  Tepic 2.  25 

Tcmtoire  de  la  Basse  Californie o.  50 

Note,— -L'ann^e  fiscale  mexicaine  de  1898-99  commence  le  i"  juillet  1898,  et  finit 
^e3ojuini8g9. 

LTiectare  6quivaut  k  2.471 1  acres  am6ricaines. 
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NICARAGUA. 

NOUVELLE  LOI  RELATIVE  A  L'EXPORTATION  DU 

CAOUTCHOUC. 

Ci-dessous  se  trouve  une  traduction  du  decret  reglant  Texport 
tion  du  caoutchouc  de  TEtat  de  Zelaya. 

Le  President  de  PEtat,  en  vertu  de  ses  pouvoirs  legaux,  decret 

1.  A  partir  de  la  date  de  la  promulgation  de  ce  d6cret,  I'exportation 
caoutchouc  cultiv6  par  des  particuliers  est  permise,  soit  que  les  arbres  soie 
plant^s  ou  que  la  production  soit  spontan^e,  conform^ment  aux  lois  du  i/mj 
1883  et  du  23  du  meme  mois  de  1897. 

2.  Le  droit  d'exportation  sur  ledit  article  est  r6duit  a  dix  cents  par  li^ 
(quatre  cents  monnaie  des  Etats-Unis). 

3.  La  defense  d'extraire  le  caoutchouc  des  arbres  sur  les  terres  national 
pendant  une  p6riode  de  10  ans,  reste  en  pleine  force  et  vigueur;  et  tous 
violateurs  de  la  loi  scront  poursuivis  et  punis  comme  contrebandiers. 

4.  Toutes  les  autres  lois  en  contravention  de  la  pr6sente  loi  sont,  par  ce  fs 
r6voqu6es. 

Fait  a  Managua  le  2  d^cemlye   1^97.      (Sign6)  J.  S.  Zelaya;    Enrique 
Lopez,  Ministre  des  Finances. 

M.  M.  J.  Clancy,  agent  consulaire  des  Etats-Unis  a  Bluefiel^ 
foumit  au  Bureau  la  traduction  suivante  d'un  decret  executif  d* 
du  7  decembre   1897.     M.  Clancy  remarque  que  ce  decret 
s'applique  qu'au  port  de  Bluefields,  et  qu'aucun  impot  d'impor 
tion  n'est  per9u  sur  les  expeditions  de  caoutchouc  de  Greytov 

Au  Gouverneur  et  a  I'Jntendant, 

Le  President  de  I'Etat  d^crfete : 

Que  le  decret  du  22  septembre  1896,  autorisant  I'exportation  du  caoutch< 
extrait  des  forets  nationales,  qui  payait  autrefois  dix  cents  par  livre,  s'appliqa 
uniquement  au  D^partement  de  Zelaya. 

Le  Ministre  des  Finances:  Lopez. 

Managua,  le  7  decembre  i8gj, 

DOCKET  RELATJF  AUX  PLANTATIONS  CAFfilfeRES. 

M.  Weisike,  Consul  des  Etats-Unis  a  Managua,  informe 
Departement  d'Etat,  sous  date  du  29  novembre   1897,  que 
Gouvernement  du  Nicaragua  a  promulgue  un  decret  accord* 
des  droits  differentiels  aux  personnes  qui  feront  des  prets  d'arg< 
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afin  de  permettre  aux  planteurs  de  preparer  leurs  recoltes.     Les 
articles  principaux  du  decret  sont  les  suivants : 

Le  planteur  ne  peut  pas  disposer  du  produit  sur  lequel  Pargent 
a  etc  prete  sans  avoir  d'abord  rembourse  le  preteur  ou  sans  avoir 
recu  son  consentement  pour  en  disposer.  Tous  les  contrats 
d'argent  prete  pour  la  preparation  des  recoltes  devront  etre  enre- 
gistres  et  publics  dans  le  Diario  Oficial.  Le  taux  de  Tinteret  sur 
CCS  prets  d'argent  ne  doit  pas  depasser  2  pour  cent  par  mois. 

MONOPOLE  SUR  LES  EXPLOSIFS. 

Le  consul  Weisike  transmet  au  Departement  d'Etat  le  decret 
suivant  du  Gouvernement  du  Nicaragua,  date  du  4  decembre 
1897,  etablissant  un  monopole  de  la  vente  du  plomb,  des  capsujes 
ct  des  cartouches. 

Le  President  de  TEtat,  pour  des  raisons  d'ordre  public,  et  en 
consideration  de  la  necessite  d'augmenter  les  revenus  afin  de  faire 
&CC  a  I'augmentation  dans  les  depenses  du  service  public,  pro- 
n^ulgue,  en  vertu  des  pouvoirs  dont  il  est  revetu,  le  decret  suivant: 

Section  Ire,  Le  plomb  en  masse  et  en  barres  ou  manufacture,  de  meme  que 
'« capsules  et  cartouches  employees  pour  les  fusils  de  chasse  et  revolvers,  seront 
•monopolisms.  Par  consequent,  lesdits  articles  ne  peuvent  fetre  vend  us  que  dans 
ittmagasins  qui  en  seront  autoris^s  par  le  Gouvernement. 

Sec.  2.  Les  marchands  ayant  dans  leurs  magasins  du  plomb,  des  capsules  et 
<^K  cartouches,  doivent  faire  I'inventaire,  inscrivant  le  genre  d'article,  son  poids 
ft  sa  quantity.  Cet  inventaire  doit  etre  pr6sent6  au  pr6fet  respectif  dans  les 
"^'^  jours  suivant  la  publication  du  present  decret,  et  ce  fonctionnaire  devra 
•*ife  des  arrangements  pour  la  livraison  immediate  de  ces  articles,  en  sa  presence, 
^"  pcrcepteur   des  revenus  internes  de  la  province. 

Sec.  3.  Le  pr6fet  devra  dresser  un  document  de  la  livraison  des  articles,  fait 
^onform6ment  au  paragraphe  precedent.  Ce  document,  qui  devra  etre  sign^ 
411SS1  par  Ic  marchand  et  le  percepteur,  lui  (le  marchand)  servira  de  garant  de 
^^valeur  (16pos6e,  dans  le  compte  qui  sera  ouvert  a  cet  efFet;  des  copies  authen- 
^^jucsen  seront  envoy^es  au  Ministfere  des  Finances,  au  bureau  de  I'auditeur,  et 
3  cclui  du  controleur. 

Sec.  4.  A  Tavenir,  le  percepteur  des  revenus  internes  sqja  pourvu  desdits 
^rncles  de  marchandises  au  moyen  des  approvisionnements  que  I'intendant 
"cl  entrepot  du  Gouvernement  fournira,  dans  la  forme  et  sous  les  conditions 
2ccoutumecs  pour  les  provisions  de  poudre. 

^^.  5.  Aucun  particulier  ne  peut  garder  plus  de  2  livres  de  poudre,  5  livres 
^c  plomb,  500  capsules  et  200  cartouches,  mfeme  s*il  gardait  ces  objets  en 
"iui^rcnts  endroits;  mais  les  propri6taires  de  deux  ou  plusieurs  plantations  ou 
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entreprises  peuvent  garder  en  chacune  d'elles  les  quantit6s  desdits  articles  fix6c 
dans  ce  paragraphe. 

Sec.  6.  Ceux  qui  violeront  le  paragraphe  ci-dessus,  et  les  marchands  qui  n 
se  conformeront  pas  aux  ordres  donnas  dans  la  section  2  de  cette  loi,  seroc 
poursuivis  et  punis  comme  contrebandiers. 

Sec  7.  Les  mineurs  et  autres  industriels  qui  sont  obliges  de  garder  dans  Icl 
travail  plus  de  poudre  que  ne  le  permet  le  paragraphe  6,  doivent  obtenir  ur 
autorisation  sp^ciale  du  Mjnist^re  des  Finances,  qui  sera  accord^e  ou  refuse 
selon  les  m^rites  de  Tinformation  relative  au  cas. 

Sec.  8.  Le  Gouvernement  remboursera  les  marchands  du  plomb  et  des  capsul 

qu'ils  ont  livr6s,  au  prix  6tabli  dans  la  facture  et  des  d^penses  et  5  pour  cent  « 

plus,    j^uant  a  ceci,  le  Ministre  des  Finances,  aid6  par  deux  commeryants  digrs 

de  foi,  feront  une  liquidation  correspondante,  afin  de  r^gler  le  prix,  qui  scr 

public  dans  le  Diario  Oficial. 

Fait  a  Managua,  le  4  d6cembre  1897. 

J.   S.   Zelaya* 
Enrique  Lopez,  Ministre  des  Finances. 


LA  COMPAGNIE  DE  VAPEURS  DE  BLUEFIELDS. 

Le  Bureau  est  informe  que  la*  Compagnie  Weinberger  < 
vapeurs,  la  Carribean  Fruit  Company  de  la  Nouvelle  Orleans 
la  Orr  and  Laubenheiner  Steamship  Company,  se  sont  entenduj 
pour  Porganisation  d'une  nouvelle  compagnie,  qui  a  etc  enreg 
tree  conformement  aux  lois  de  TEtat  de  Louisiane  sous  le  nci: 
de  Bluefields  Steamship  Company,  avec  un  capital  de  $150,0^ 
Le  bureau  principal  sera  a  la  Nouvelle  Orleans  sous  la  direct  i 
de  Jacob  Weinberger,  comme  directeur  general,  associe  a  H.  ^ 
Brown,  directeur  a  Bluefields,  Nicaragua. 

La  nouvelle  compagnie  aura  quatre  vaisseaux,  designes  conx  1 
suit:  Horam,  Suldal,  Sunniva  et  Alabama;  tous  vaisseaux  nor^" 
giens.  Le  prix  du  voyage  entre  la  Nouvelle  Orleans  et  Bl  1 
fields  ou  Rama,  sera  de  $30,  premiere  classe,  et  de  $20,  troisifei 
classe,  sauf  a  bord  de  1' Alabama,  qui  demandera  $40,  premi^ 
classe,  et  $25,  troisieme  classe.  Les  raisons  donnees  pour  cet 
augmentation  de  tarif  par  1' Alabama  sont  que  le  vaisseau  est  nei 
et  plus  grand  que  les  autres,  et  qu'il  est  pourvu  de  tous  les  conforts  t 
emmenagements  modernes  de  service  pour  passagers;  ce  vaissea^ 
fera  le  trajet  (1210  milles)  entre  la  Nouvelle  Orleans  et  Bluefield 
en  quatre  jours,  tandis  que  les  trois  autres  vaisseaux  exigeront  d( 
5  jours  et  demi  a  6  jours.  Le  service  direct  entre  les  ports  d\ 
Nicaragua  et  Mobile  sera,  par  ce  nouvel  arrangement,  suspendt 
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Cette  Compagnie,  de  meme  que  ses  predecesseurs,  continuera 
Vachat  et  Tcxpedition  de  bananes  sur  la  riviere  Escondido  et  ses 
affluents. 

RfiCOLTE  DE  BANANES  A  BLUEFIELDS. 

Les  faits  suivants  relativement  a  la  recolte  de  bananes  a  Blue- 
fields  pendant  le  mois  de  novembre  1897,  ^^"^  extraits  d'un  rap- 
port officiel  adresse  au  Departement  d'Etat. 

Le  nombre  de  bananes  exportees  en  novembre  1 897  et  novem- 
bre 1896  a  ete: 


Annte. 

Grappes. 

Prix. 

1897 A 

Nombre 

32,000 

45.000 

8,500 

II,  500 

Ptsos* 

.50 

.40 
.20 
.  10 

Cents. 
20.6 
16.5 
8.4 

4.1 

97,000 

V 

1896 , 

11,000 

29,000 

4,000 

.35 
.30 
.15 

16.05 

13.75 
6.88 

44,000 

V 

*  Peso  aicarag^uan. 


C>n  a  paye  aux  planteurs,  en  novembre,  la  somme  de  36,850  pesos 

($^5^227.27),  et  pour  le  fret  30,487.59  pesos  ($12,598.17).     Dans 

le  meme  mois  de  Tannee  precedente  13,150  pesos  ($6,032.12)  ont 

cte  payes  aux  planteurs,  et  14,936.60  pesos  ($6,851.65)  pour  le 

fr^^-    Done,  un  total  pour  le  mois  de   1897  de  67,337.59  pesos 

($27,82544),  contre  28,086.60  pesos  ($12,883.77)  pour  novembre 

1896. 

En  novembre  1897,  cinq  cargaisons  ont  ete  expediees  a  la  Nou- 
velle  Orleans,  composees  de  45,000  entiers,  8,500  moities  et  1 1,500 
l^rts,  et  deux  a  Mobile  de  32,000  entiers.  En  novembre  1896, 
d^ux  cargaisons  ont  ete  expediees  a  la  Nouvelle  Orleans  (17,000 
entiers  et  4,000  moities)  et  deux  a  Mobile  (23,000  entiers).  En 
novembre  1896  il  n'y  avait  que  deux  lignes  de  vapeurs,  aujourd'hui 
^  y  en  a  trois,  et  une  compagnie  possede  deux  vapeurs.  L'aug- 
Qientation  de  prix,  dit  I'agent  consulaire,  est  due  a  la  rivalite  entre 
Jcs  exportateurs. 
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PARAGUAY. 

LE  PARAGUAY  A  L'EXPOSITION  DE  BRUXELLES. 

Le  Bureau  a  re9u  de  PHonorable  John  Stewart,  Consul-Gem 
ral  du  Paraguay  aux  Etats-Unis,  la  mention  suivante  preparee  pj 
Senor  Don  Josi  Decond,  Ministre'des  Relations  Etrangeres,  c 
la  part  prise  par  cette  Republique  a  TExposition  International 
qui  a  eu  lieu  a  Bruxelles  en  1895. 

La  part  prise  par  le  Paraguay  dans  la  grande  exposition  intc 
nationale  qui  a  eu  lieu  recemment  a  Bruxelles,  malgre  les  prepar. 
tifs  hatifs  qu'il  a  du  faire  a  cause  du  peu  de  temps  a  sa  dispositioi 
a  demontre  d'une  maniere  convaincante  les  grands  progres  qu 
fait  ce  pays  pendant  les  dernieres  annees. 

Le  Paraguay,  dont  le  passe  a  tant  contribue  a  son  avilissemei 
aux  yeux  des  etrangers,  n'est  plus  une  mysterieuse  region  c 
tyrannie  sinistre,  mais  plutot  une  communaute  virile  et  entrepr 
nante,  qui  repond  aux  impulsions  modernes,  et  ou  I'immigra 
honnete  et  le  riche  capitaliste  trouveront  un  vaste  champs  po 
leur  energie,  proteges  par  des  lois  les  plus  avantageuses  et  p 
Tun  des  plus  liberaux  des  gouvernements  de  TAmerique  du  Su 

A  la  suite  de  la  guerre  avec  la  triple  alliance,  composee 
P Argentine,  le  Bresil  et  1' Uruguay,  qui  epuisa  presque  toutes  s 
energies,   le   Paraguay  s'est  releve    sans  aucun  secours,  par  £ 
propres  efforts,  et  dans  vingt-cinq  ans  de  travail  constant,  scz 
Tegide  bienfaisante  d'une  paix  presque  sans  interruption,  est  parve 
a  obtenir  parmi  ses  Republiques  soeurs  une  place  honorable 
enviable. 

La  preuve  se  voit  dans  le  succes  qu*il  a  obtenu  a  I'expositfi 
recente  a  Bruxelles. 

Les  arts  et  industries  nationaux,  Tagriculture  et  la  bibliograpl 
y  furent  dignement  representes,  comme  il  a  ete  demontre  par 
prix  re9us,  qui  sont  tres  superieurs  a  ceux  accordes  auparavant 
des  occasions  semblables  et  avec  un  nombre  plus  consideral 
d'exposants.  Si  les  dfficultes,  dues  aux  vacances  des  Chambi 
Legislatives,  n'ctaient  pas  survenues  pour  empecher  le  pays  * 
faire  des  preparatifs  dignes  de  Tevenement,  il  se  serait  sureme 
distingue  parmi  les  autres  nations  avec  un  eclat  inattendu. 
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L'impression  produite  par  la  section  paraguayenne  n'a  ete  toute- 
)is  disproportionnee  a  ses  merites,  a  en  juger  par  les  extraits 
suivants  tires  du  rapport  de  M.  Oostendorp. 

La  section  paraguayenne  a  6t6  una  des  premieres  visit^es,  et  j'ai  eu  Phonneur 
c'accompagner  Sa  Majest6,  ayant  a  mes  c6t6s  Sefior  Hemeleers  TiEvf,  Consul  de 
laR^publique  a  Bruxelles. 

La  vue  du  palais  national  a  Asuncion,  pr6sent6e  par  le  grand  tableau  d^coratif 

JurlcqucI  j'ai  inform^  Votre  Excellence,  a  int6rcss6  Sa  Majcst6  et  il  en  demanda 

dfs  details.     Sc  tournant  alors  vers  le  Ministre  de  I'lndustrie  et  de  Travail,  il  a 

^it  la  bien  aimable  observation  qu'on  pourrait  aller  au  Paraguay  y  chercher  de 

^'inspiration  pour  T^rection  de  grands  Edifices. 

L'ameublement  en  bois  du  pays  a  aussi  attir6  I'attention  du  Roi  et  il  demanda 
si  les  articles  6taient  faits  en  Europe;  a  cette  question  j*ai  pu  r6pondre  avec 
grand  plais\r  qu'ils  6taient  faits  au  Paraguay. 

On  pcut  dire  que  pour  beaucoup  de  visiteurs  la  section  est  unc  veritable  legon 
de  r^tat  avanc6  de  la  culture  au  Paraguay,  comme  d6montr6  par  les  productions 
envoy^cs,  ct  la  collection  nombreuse  et  int6ressante  de  vues  photographiques  de 
la  capiiale  et  du  pays. 

Les  prix   obtenus    par    les   exposants    paraguayens   sont   les 
su  i  \ants : 

Quatre  diplomes,  grand  prix. 

Deux  diplomes  d'honneur. 

Kuit  diplomes,  medaille  d'or. 

Seize  diplomes,  medaille  d'argent. 

Quinze  diplomes,  medailles  de  bronze. 

Cinq  diplomes,  mention  honorable. 

IJn  total  de  cinquante  prix  pour  quarante  exposants.  II  merite 
^'^tre  remarque  qu'a  TExposition  Universelle  de  Paris  en  1889, 
*^  Paraguay  obtint  cinquante-quatre  distinctions  et  seulement 
^^^x  grands  prix,  tandis  que  le  nombre  des  exposants  etait  bien 
plus  grand. 

U  majeure    partie    des    prix  enumeres  a  ete    accordee  aux 

^^ciustries  nationales  et  a  I'agriculture ;  Tenorme  richesse  vegetale 

^^  sol  attira  beaucoup  d'attention,  de   meme  que   les  qualites 

^^niarquables  du  yerba-mate  (the   paraguayen),  dont  Pusage  est 

^^venu  si  general  dans  la  partie  australe  de  TAmerique  du  Sud 

^^  qui  commence  a  se  repandre  dans  les  regions  du  Nord. 
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SAINT  DOMINIQUE. 

NOTES  COMMERCIAL ES. 

Le  Bureau  doit  a  I'amabilite  de  M.  E.  D.  Yorke,  Secretaire 
de  la  "San  Domingo  Improvement  Company,"  des  copies  de 
trois  decrets  executifs  ayant  rapport  a  I'exportation  de  betail,  au 
commerce  exterieur  avec  Haiti,  et  aux  concessions  de  petrolea 
La  Romana. 

Selon  le  premier  decret,  I'exportation  des   betes  a  comes  et 
des  chevaux  est  limitee  aux  animaux  males,  celle  des  animauie 
femelles  etant  formellement  interdite.     Le  droit  d'exportation  sult 
chaque  animal  sera  de  2  dollars  en  or.     Les  ports  de  Barahona  ^t 
de   Romana  sont  ouverts  a  cette  classe  de  commerce,  mais  L^s 
vaisseaux  venant  de  I'etranger  pour  se  charger    de  betail  dxus 
lesdits  ports  sont  obliges  de  faire  demande  au  port  de  la  capitale 
pour  Tautorisation  necessaire,  d'ou  ils  seront  envoyes  par  rAdmi- 
nistrateur  de  Hacienda,  lorsqu'ils  sont  en  route  pour  Barahona,  et 
par  le  Commissaire  du  Gouvernement,  lorsqu'ils  sont  en  route  pour 
Romana. 

Le  second  decret  exige  que  toute  marchandise  etrangere  impor- 
tee  dans  la  Republique  par  la  frontiere  sera  soumise  aux  memes 
droits  que  ceux  per9us  sur  le  commerce  venant  des  pays  etrangcrs, 
et  aux  memes  formalites  exigees  par  la  douane.  Toutefois,  l^^ 
produits  nationaux  manufactures  d'Haiti,  importes  dans  le  pays^o-^ 
seront  soumis  a  aucun  droit. 

Le  troisieme  decret  autorise  I'installation  a  La  Romana  d'u*^^ 
raffinerie  de  petrole  qui  doit  produire  du  petrole  d'une  qualite  ^^ 
150°.  Le  decret  exige  en  plus  que  tout  le  petrole  importe  da-^^" 
le  pays  de  I'etranger  doit  etre  soumis  a  un  essai,  et  celui  qui  s^^^ 
trouve  au-dessous  de  la  qualite  requise  (150°) 'sera  confisque;  *^ 
droit  per9u  sur  cette  denree  sera  de  40  cents  en  or  par  gallon. 

Le  tableau  suivant  montre  les  importations  de  marchandi^^^ 
domestiques  a  Saint  Dominique  provenant  des  Etats-Unispend^^^ 
les  douze  mois  terminant  le  30  juin  1896,  et  pour  la  periode  coT' 
respondante  de  1897. 
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Articled. 


Michines  agricoles 

Litres,  canes  g^ographiques  et  autres  imprimis 
artales: 

Mais 

B16  de  farine 

Voiiures,  wagons 

Charbon  de  terre  et  coke * . . 

Cotonnades 

Autres  manufactures  de  coton 

Bicyclettes 

Fruits  et  noix 

Houblon 

Fer  et  acier  et  leurs  manufactures 

Machines  ^  coudre 

Autres  machines 

Cuir  et  ses  manufactures 

Articles  k  Tusage  des  na vires  : 

Resine,  goudron,  t6r6benthine  ct  poix    . . . 

Essence  de  t6r6benthine 

Huiies : 

Min^rales    

Vtgfetales 

Produits  alimentaires : 

Bctuf,  conserve    

Bobuf,  sal6  ou  en  saumure 

Soif 

Lard  fum6 

]>nibons 

Pore...  

Lard 

Beurre , 

Fromage 

Semences 

^cre  et  m^lasse 

«>is  de  construction 

Ais : 

^istravaiil^s 


Valcurs, 

Valcum, 

1896. 

1897. 

$2,981 

$1,428 

i»477 

1.336 

1,131 

389 

135,  9S0 

163,  078 

10,  764 

20,  588 

15,  160 

26,211 

114,749 

92.  831 

xo,  199 

31,012 

266 

4.908 

2,234 

2,388 

249 

287 

12,967 

11,283 

1,380 

1,798 

115.427 

106,  252 

721 

I.  177 

4.990 

5.036 

221 

312 

45.  807 

52,  486 

15.389 

15,616 

56 

72 

1,961 

2,  6l2 

32.  590 

21,  037 

1,905 

2,706 

6,460 

7,316 

9,192 

4.357 

37.  247 

23. 077 

5.464 

7.331 

4.798 

4,7" 

613 

538 

2,885 

2,332 

69,099 

65,512 

2,958 

9.544 

15, 166 

20,  692 

VENEZUELA. 

COMMERCE  AMfiRICAIN  AVEC  LE  VENEZUELA. 

M.  pRosKAUER,  Consul  des  Etats-Unis  a  Puerto  Cabello,  a  recem- 

"i^nt  transmis  au  Departement  d'Etat  un  article  detaille  et  interes- 

^tsurlesopportunitespourrentreprise  et  le  commerce  americains 

2u  Venezuela.     11  dit  que  le  commerce  de  coutellerie,  de  tuiles 

^ntaience,  de  verrerie  et  d'articles  semblables,  peut  etre  tres  aug- 

nicnte,  un  genre  moyen  et  ordinaire  trouvant  un  n\arche  facile.     A 

cause  du  tarif  eleve  sur  tons  les  tabacs  et  le  consequent  developpe- 

^^nt  de  la  manufacture  et  de  la  production  nationale,  importation 

d^  cet  article  a  diminue  beaucoup  et  on  croit  que  le  Venezuela 

acviendra  sous  peu  un  pays  exportateur. 
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A  six  milles  de  distance  de  Puerto  Cabello,  du  marbre  d*un 
qualite  tres  fine  a  ete  d^couvert,  et  une  usine  coutant  plus  d 
$50,000  a  ete  elevee  pour  rexploitation  des  carrieres. 

Le  charbon  dent  se  servent  les  chemins  de  fer  vient  principalc 
ment  de  I'Angleterre,  mais  M.  Proskauer  croit  que  si  I'on  faisai 
les  efforts  necessaires,  le  charbon  des  regions  de  ['Alabama  et  de  1; 
V^irginie  pourrait  etre  avantageusement  introduit  dans  le  pays,  e 
mcme  supplanter  les  charbons  anglais.  Cette  suggestion  parai 
tres  a  propos  et  praticable  en  vue  de  la  proximite  des  mines  amer 
caines,  et  le  penchant  des  commer9ants  et  manufacturiers  americair 
a  developper  et  monopoliser  le  commerce  du  Venezuela. 

L'extrait  suivant  du  rapport  relatif  au  commerce  entre  les  Etati 
Unisqui  contient  des  indications  d'une  valeur  pratique  a  ete  public 

Notre  commerce  avec  ce  pays  est  tr^s  restreint  par  le  manque  de  maisons, 
banques  am^ricaines,  etc.      II  est  presque  inutile  de  dire  que  toutes  les  granc2 
maisons  ont  leurs  correspondants  en  Am^rique,  mais  ils  ne  supplecnt  pas  a 
communications  directes  entre  les  maisons  americaines  aux  Etats-Unis  ct  Icfc- 
succursales  ici. 

Une  de  nos  plus  grandes  difficult6s  commercials  pourrait  etre  renduc  p- 
connue  et  mieux  comprise.     J^e  fais  r^f^rcnce  au  syst^me  de  credit  de  six, 
ncnf  ou  de  meme  douze  mois  qu*on  accorde  afin  de  permettre  au  marchand 
r6aliser  sur  les  produits  a  la  p6riode  des  r6coltes.      Les  banques  4tant  peu  nc^ 
brcuses  et  manquant  meme  en  quelques  endroits,  les  commergants   sont  L 
merci  des  preteurs  d'argent,  s'il  leur  faut  r6gler  leurs  comptes  au  bout  de  soixa  :i 
ou  quatre-vingt-dix  jours,  comme  il  est  d*usage  chez  nous,  ce  qui  entrainc 
int^ret  au  taux  de  1  ou  i^  pour  cent  par  mois,  et  trhs  fr6quemmcnt  meme  pi 
Le  cours  du  change,  qui   pourrait  etre  ainsi  plus  facilement  controle,  quoic^ 
jamais   on6reux,    atteint    quelquefois   un   chiffre   deraisonnablcment  ^lev^.       j 
circulation  est  en  pratique  basde  sur  T^talon  d'or,  Targent  et  Tor  nc  pouva 
etre  6chang6s  Tun  pour  Tautre.      L'^mission  du  papier-monnaie  par  Ic  Got 
vernement  6tant  encore  interdite,  les  seuls  billets  en  circulation  sont  ceux  de  1 
Banque  de  Venezuela  et  de  la  Banque  de  Caracas,  limit6s  a  I'usage  national. 

CONTRAT  POUR  L'fiTABLISSEMENT  D'ENTREP6TS. 

Dans  une  communication  adressee  au  Departement  d'Etat  1( 
Ministre  Loomis  transmet  les  termes  du  contrat  signe  par  I 
Gouvernement  ^ie  Venezuela  et  Jose  Rafael  Nunez,  sujet  venc 
zuclien,  pour  Tetablissement  dans  la  Republique  d'un  system 
d'entrepots.  Cette  entreprise  est  d'un  interet  special  pour  Ic 
Americains  ayant  des  relations  commercials  avec  le  Venezuela. 

On  remarquera  que   la  concession  peut  etre  accordee   a  d< 


ins  ou  entrepots  afin  de  faciliter  les  operations  commer- 
marchands   et   de  garantir    la  conservation  de  leurs 
ses. 

cle.  La  Compagnie  des  Entrepots  recevra  dans  ses 
toute  la  marchandise  importee  ou  destinee  a  I'exporta- 
:s  proprietaires  desireront  mettre  en  entrepot;  elle  paiera 
res  frais  tous  les  droits  de  douane,  de  transport,  etc.,  etc., 
les  marchandises  ci-dessus  mentionnees  et  les  tiendra  a 
ion  de  leurs  proprietaires,  sujettes  aux  conditions  sui- 

>  proprietaires  des   marchandises   pourront   retirer  des 
es  marchandises  dont  ils  auront  besoin,  apres  avoir  paye 

>  legitimes  de  la  Compagnie. 

;  proprietaires  de  marchandises  telles  que,  cotonnades, 
:  et  quincaillerie,  paieront  a  la  Compagnie  des  Entre- 
lus  de  neuf  pour  cent  par  an  de  la  somme  totale  tjui  a 
pour  les  droits  de  douane,  de  transport,  etc.,  etc.  Les 
es  de  comestibles  paieront  dix  pour  cent  par  an. 
Compagnie  des  Entrepots  pent  demander  comme  droits 
sinage  la  somme  de  cinq  bolivars  par  mois  par  mille 
*n  depot  dans  les  entrepots  ventiles,  et  dix  bolivars  par 
nille  kilogrammes  mis  en  depot  dans  les  entrepots  her- 
ent  clos. 

Compagnie  des  Entrepots  demandera  deux  bolivars 
kilogrammes  d'articles  mis  en  depot  et  destines  a  I'ex- 
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(/)  La  Compagnie  des  Entrepots  s'oblige  a  remettre  les  ma 
chandises  dans  la  meme  condition  qu'elles  ont  ete  re9ues  et  sera  ten^ 
responsable  pour  toute  avarie  que  souffriront  les  marchandises 
cause  de  force  majeure  ou  toute  autre  cause  fortuite;  mais  < 
aucun  cas  la  Compagnie  ne  sera  tenue  responsable  des  paqu« 
dont  le  contenu  n'a  pas  ete  verifie  par  les  proprietaires  ou  par 
Compagnie,  ou  qui  sont  sujets  a  la  decomposition  spontanee  < 
naturelle,  ni  de  la  perte  en  poids;  et 

i^g)   La  Compagnie  des  Entrepots  devra  avoir  un  corps  co: 

ft 

plet    d'employes,  et   les   charrettes  ou  vehicules   recessaires 
maniement  des  marchandises  avec  toute  la  securite  et  les  preci 
tions  necessaires. 

3e  Article.  La  Compagnie  des  Entrepots  foumira  aux  prop'r 
taires  des  marchandises  en  depot,  de  I'argent  pour  un  tiers  du  p^ 
d'achat  des  marchandises  en  depot.  Ces  emprunts  peuvent  av^ 
un  cours  d'un  an  tout  au  plus,  au  taux  d'interet  de  huit  pour  c:< 
par  an.  Si  a  la  fin  du  terme  fixe  ni  la  somme  pretee,  ni  Tint^ 
sur  la  meme  n'a  ete  paye,  la  Compagnie  des  Entrepots  peut  veim.* 
aux  encheres  les  marchandises  qui  ont  ete  tenues  en  garantier 
la  somme  pretee.  Du  resultat  de  la  vente  seront  payees 
sommes  dues  et  les  autres  depenses  encourues,  et  s'il  reste  unsoX 
celui-ci  sera  remis  aux  proprietaires  des  marchandises,  qui  devf^ 
etre  a  la  vente  ou  s'y  faire  representee  Si  a  Pexpiration  du  ter" 
convenu,  Tinteret  seul  de  la  somme  pretee  est  remis,  le  propi 
tairc  peut  choisir  entre  la  vente  de  ses  marchandises  aux  enchei 
ou  Textension  du  pret  pour  une  periode  de  six  mois  ou  plus,  ^ 
de  les  regagner;  il  est  bien  compris  que  pendant  les  six  moisacJ 
tionnels  le  proprietaire  est  soumis  aux  memes  conditions  <g 
celles  en  vigueur  pendant  le  premier  terme  ecoule.  La  Co 
pagnie  devra,  en  calculant  Tinteret,  compter  comme  un  in 
entier,  toute  fiaction  de  mois. 

4e  Article.  Les  marchandises  qui  restent  en  depot  dans  les  eni 
pots  de  la  Compagnie  seront  considerees  comme  garantic  ^ 
sommes  placees  pour  le  paiement  des  droits  de  douanes  et  aut: 
depenses,  aussi  bien  que  pour  les  sommes  que  les  proprietaires  c 
marchandises  auront  re9ues  comme  emprunts,  et  pour  ces  raiso 
lesdites  marchandises  ne  peuvent  etre  vendues,  saisies  ou  soumi- 
a  aucune  contribution  autre  que  celles  deja  mentionnees.     L* 
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[      reclamations  de  la  Compagnie  des  Entrepots  auront  la  priorite  sur 

!      toute  autre  reclamation  sur  les  marchandiscs  mises  en  depot  dans 

scs  entrepots.     La  Compagnie  informera  le  public  tous  les  trois 

mois  par  la  presse,  de  la  quantitc  de  marchandiscs  en  depot  ct  des 

noms  des  depositaires. 

je  Article.  La  Compagnie  des  Entrepots  devra  payer  les  droits 

de  douanc  sur  toute  marchandiscs  delivree  pour  etre  mise  en  depot 

a  la  meme  douane  oii  les  marchandiscs  ont  etc  re9ues.     Paiement 

devra  etre  fait  aussitot  que  les  agents  de  commission  auront  verifie 

ia  iacture  contenant  la  liquidation  des  droits  a  payer,  presentee  par 

«.  Douane.     Ceci  n'annulera  pas  les  droits  que  le  Gouvemement 

P^ut  faire  valoir  contre  les  proprietaires  des  marchandiscs  ou  contre 

^^s  marchandiscs  memes  en  paiement  des  droits  d'importation. 

^  Article.  Le  Gouvemement  des  Etats-Unis  de  Venezuela 
^'^ngage : 

^i)  A  accorder  en  franchise  de  droits  de  douane,  Timportation 
"^  tout  materiel  requis  pour  la  construction  complete  des  batiments, 
"^vissi  bien  que  de  I'ameublement,  jusqu'a  Petablissement  definitif 
1^  la  Compagnie,  se  conformant  toujours  aux  stipulations  du  Code 
*^  Finance  sur  les  marchandiscs  importees  sous  contrat  en  franchise 
l^  droit 

(2)  A  exempter  la  Compagnie  de  toutes  contributions  natio- 
^ales. 

(3)  A  ne  pas  accorder  une  concession  semblable  a  aucune  autre 
^^Tsonne,  compagnie  ou  corporation  pendant  le  temps  que  durera 
'^  contrat,  soit  vingt-cinq  ans. 

ye  Article.  Dans  deux  ans,  comptes  de  la  date  de  Tapproba- 
-iCDn  de  ce  contrat  par  le  Congres  National,  la  Compagnie  des 
Entrepots  doit  etablir  ses  magasins  a  Caracas,  a  La  Guayra,  a 
f^ijerto  Cabello,  a  Maracaibo  et  a  Ciudad  Bolivar;  et  dans  trois 
^-ris,  comptant  de  la  mene  date,  dans  les  autres  ports  de  la  Repu- 
t^lique. 

PRESIDENT  IGNACIO  ANDRADE. 

Le  General  Ignacio  Andrade,  le  nouveau  President  de  Vene- 
^^cla,  naquit  en  1839  a  Merida,  et  appartient  a  une  famille  illustre 
Q\i  pays,  son  pere  etant  le  General  Josfe  Escolastico  Andrade,  et 
^ndeses  freres,  le  Sefior  Don  Jose  Andrade,  le  present  et  dis- 
tingue Ministre  aux  Etats-Unis. 
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Le  President  Andrade  a  ete  intimement  lie  aux  affaires  pubL 
ques  du  Venezuela  et  a  occupe  plusieurs  positions  de  dignite  c 
de  responsabilite.  Sa  carriere  publique  n'a  pas  ete  bomee  am. 
affaires  politiques ;  il  est  aussi  un  soldat  distingue,  ayant  une  fo 
commande  un  corps  d'armee,  et  il  a  pris  une  part  tres  active  a  1 
revolution  de  1892,  qui  a  eu  pour  resultatde  placer  Tanci en  Pres 
dent,  le  General  Joaquin  Crespo,  a  la  tete  de  TEtat. 

Le  nouveau  President  a  beaucoup  voyage  et  il  est  tout-a-foii 
d'accord  avec  les  idees  moderhes  de  notre  epoque.  II  a  reside 
pendant  plusieurs  annees  en  Europe,  et  a  visite  les  Etats-Unisa 
plusieurs  reprises.  Son  election  a  la  presidence  au  mois  de  sep- 
tembre  dernier  a  ete  pratiquement  unanime,  ayant  re9u  406,000 
votes  d'un  total  de  490,000. 

L'Honorable  Francis  B.  Loomis,  Ministre  des  Etats-Unis  au 
Venezuela,  a  present  dans  ce  pays,  park  de  Pavenement  du  nou- 
veau President  comme  une  promesse  faVorable  a  la  continuation 
des  sentiments  d'amitie  entre  les  deux  pays  et  a  la  croissance  di 
trafic.  M.  LooMis  dit  que  le  Venezuela  a  besoin  de  capitaux  ei 
que  le  President  Andrade  desire  encourager  les  placemenc 
etrangers  et  Pimmigration,  specialement  des  Etats-Unis. 


VENEZUELA. 

TARIF  DOUANIER  DE  1897-1898. 

Troisieme  Edition,  Fascicule  30. 

Article  premier. — Les  marchandises  provenant  de  I'^tranger,  qui  sont  intro- 
duites  par  les  douanes  de  la  R6publique,  se  divisent  en  neuf  classes,  savoir: 

1°  Les  marchandises  exemptes  de  droits; 

2°  Les  marchandises  payant  10  centimes  de  bolivar*  par  kilogramme. 
3°  Les  marchandises  payant  25  centimes  de  bolivar  par  kilogramme. 
4°  Les  marchandises  payant  75  centimes  de  bolivar  par  kilogramme. 
5°  Les  marchandises  payant  1  bolivar  25  centimes  par  kilogramme. 
6°  Les  marchandises  payant  2  bolivars  ^o  centimes  par  kilogramme. 
7°  Les  marchandises  payant  5  bolivars  par  kilogramme. 
8°  Les  marchandises  payant  10  bolivars  par  kilogramme. 
9°  Les  marchandises  payant  20  bolivars  par  kilogramme. 

*  Le  bolivar  vaut  i  franc  tvaleiir  nominalc)  et  se  divise  en  loo  centimes.    Pour  les  poids  et  mesure 
le  V6n6zu61a  a  adopts  le  syst^me  m^trique. 
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§  1. — Classe  1. 

Marchandises  exemptes  de  droits. 

in^rales. 

a  vivantSy  except^  les  sangsues. 

s,  fonds  ou  chaudiferes  en  fer,  grilles,  cylindres  et  appareils  a  broycr 

linsi  que  leurs  axes  et  armatures,  fer  native  et  vieux  fer  hors  d'usage, 

la  fonte. 

s  et  socs  de  charrues,  houes,  beches,  faucilles,  serpes  et  faux,  sarcloirs, 

lies,  pics,  tasits  et  lames  a  essarter,  avec  ou  sans  manche  en  bois,  et 

>our  61aguer. 

mport^s  par  ordre  du  Gouvernement. 

Is  et  machines  pour  l'6clairage  au  gaz  ou  pour  sa  fabrication,  ainsi  que 

ses  artificielles  et  les  appareils  destines  a  fournir  de  la  vapeur  avec  les 

p^trole. 

ns  et  HI  m^tallique  pour  clotures,  avec  ronces  artificielles  ou  dans  la 

lie  par  I'ordonnance  du    13  juin  1894,  y  compris   les  crochfets  pour 

a  incendie. 

I  de  terre  et  charbon  pour  l'6clairage  ^lectrique. 

romain. 

s,   accessoires   et  mat^riaux,  exclusivement  destines  aux  chemins  de 

de  bois  et  marc  de  raisin  pour  engrais. 

Tusage  des  ministres  et  des  agents  diplomatiques  Strangers  accr6dit6s 

Gouvernement  de  I'Union,  apport6s  par  eux,  et  ceux  des  agents 
ues  de  la  R6publique  a  leur  retour  au  V6n6zu61a. 
,  effets  et  meublcs  ayani  servi,  des  V6n6zu61iens  qui  ont  r6sid6  plus 
is  en  Europe  ou  aux  Etats-Unis  du  Nord  et  qui  veulent  revenir  au 
,  moyennant  toutefois  I'accomplissement  des  formalit6s  prescrites  a 
'8  de  la  loi  XVI  du  Code  des  Finances,  et  ceux  des  Strangers  domi- 
le  pays,  pourvu  qu'ils  se  trouvent  dans  les  memes  conditions  qui  font 
de  cette  franchise  les  V6n6zu61iens. 

des  voyageurs,  a  I'exception  des  objets  qui  n'ont  pas  servi  et  des 
ui  seront  tax6s  d'apr^s  la  classe  a  laquelle  ils  appartiennent.  Les 
•licables  aux  objets  n'ayant  pas  servi  et  import6s  dans  les  bagages 
mentis  de  20%. 

ou  globes  e^lestes  ou  terrestres,  cartes  hydrographiques  et  marines, 
^raphiques  de  toute  sorte  et  plans  topographiques  des  mines,  litho- 
1  imprimis. 

ainsi  que  la  glace  import^e  dans  les  localit^s  o5  il  n'existe  pas  de 
[e  glace  6tablies  moyennant  autorisation  du  Gouvernement. 

11.  Xo.  8 12 
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Livres,  imprimis,  en  fcuilles  ou  broch^s,  traitant  dcs  sciences,  des  arts  ct  d 
metiers,  catalogues,  journaux  et  modules  d'6criture  a  Tusage  des  6coles  primair* 

Bois  pr6par6s  pour  constructions  navales,  billes  de  pin,  de  pitchpin,  de  chc 
ou  d'autres  bois  ordinairess,  propres  a  etre  converties  en  planches,  en  pouti 
ou  en  toutes  autres  formes  de  bois,  ainsi  que  poutres  de  pitchpin  ayant  plus 
25  centimetres  d'6paisseur. 

Machines  ^  imprimer  et  accessoires  de  typographie,  tels  que  caractfcres,  ligi* 
encre  pr6par6e  et  papier  blanc  d'impression  ni  coll6  ni  gomm^,  ainsi  que  la  |> 
de  papier  pour  faire  les  cliches  et  Talliage  de  plomb  et  d'aluminium  emplc 
dans  la  st^r^otypie. 

Machines  destinies  a  I'agriculture  et  a  Texploitation  des  mines,  au  tissage,  s 
scieries  et  aux  fonderies,  non  d6nomm6es  dans  les  autres  classes,  ainsi  que  cc 
destinies  aux  arts  et  m6tiers,  quand  les  industriels  memes  les  importent,  ap 
avoir  justifi6  I'usage  qu'ils  veulent  en  faire  et  avoir  obtenu  Tautorisation  pr6al£ 
du  Gouvcrnement. 

Machines  et  appareils  pour  t616graphes  ^lectriques,  moyennant  Tautorisa-* 
pr^alable  du  Gouvcrnement. 

Moteurs  a  vapeur,  de  tout  genre  et  moulins  a  vent,  avec  tous  leurs  accessoi 
moyennant  I'autorisation  pr6alable  du  Gouvcrnement. 

Echantillons  de  tissus  en  petits  coupons,  en  quantity  ne  d6passant  pas  25  ic 
grammes,  6chantillons  de  papier  de  tenture  dont  la  longueur  ne  d^passes  pa.s 
centimetres,  ainsi  .qu'6chantillons  de  tous  autres  objets,  pourvu  que  par  \< 
dimensions  ou  pour  toute  autre  raison  ils  ne  soient  pas  susceptibles  d'etre 
en  vente.  » 

CEuvres  d'art  d'un  caract^re  monumental,  moyennant  Tautorisation  pr^ala 
du  Gouvernement. 

Platine,  or  et  argent,  bruts,  ainsi  que  Tor  en  monnaie  legale. 

Plantes  vivantes  de  toute  esp^ce,  herbiers  ou  collections  de  plantes  shch 
autres  que  m6dicinales  et  graines  pour  semer  et  petites  pommes  de  tcrre 
pouvant  servir  que  comme  semence,  pourvu  que  l'autorit6  competence  les  co 
sid6re  comme   impoit6es  pour  etre  sem6es,  mais  a  I'exception   des  graines    • 
pommes  de  terre. 

Produits  originaires  de  la  Colombie,  introduits  par  les  frontiferes  de  ce  pay*^ 
condition  qu'il  y  ait  reciprocity. 

Ponts  avec  leurs  chaines,  tabliers  et  autres  accessoires,  s'ils  sont  destines 
I'usage  public  ou  a  des  entreprises  agricoles;  dans  le  cas  contraire,  ils  ser(^ 
soumis  a  la  taxe  de  la  mati^re  qui  les  compose. 

Horloges  publiques  import^es  par  le  Gouvernement  Federal. 

Ressorts,  essieux,  jantes  et  planches  pour  la  construction  des  charrettcs 
voitures  dans  le  pays. 

Si  les  objets  dans  lesquels  sont  importes  les  articles  exempts,  tels  que  malic 
sacs  de  nuit,  sacoches,  couvertures  ou  toiles,  n*ont  pas  perdu  leur  valeur, : 
seront  peses  a  part  et  suivront  le  regime  qui  leur  est  applicable  suivant  la  clas 
a  laquelle  ils  appartiennent. 


r  gal  vanish,  non  ouvre. 

,  craie,  ocre,  blanc  d'Espagne,  argile,  caput  mortuum  et  toutes  terrcs 

■uction. 

I  min6ral  ou  v6g6tal,  asphalte,  p^trolc  brut  ct  bitumes  de  tout  genre, 

rirage. 

le  fcr  ou  de  bois,  pour  futailles,  boucauts  et  tamis. 

rains. 

:  fer  (comme  outils). 

s  ordinaires,  en  verre  noir  ou  blanc,  commun,  pour  liqueurs;   dames- 
boutillons  vides  et  flacons  carr^s,  de  meme  verre,  dans  lesquels  on 
i6ralement  le  genifevre. 

lydrauliques  avec  leurs  tuyaux,  souspapes  et  autres  pieces  accessoires. 
t  chaloupes,  months  ou  en  pieces  s6par6es,  ainsi  que  leurs  avirons, 
cres. 

le  ou  noir. 

v'draulique,  chaux  ordinaire  et  tous  autres  mat6riaux  de  construction 
non  d6nomm6s. 

>,  debris  et  d^chets  de  peaux,  ainsi  que  les  boyaux  sees  de  moutons, 
iteries. 

ou  6toupe  en  masses  ou  tordue,  pour  calfater,  ^toupe  goudronn^e  et 
coton  pour  Tentretien  des  machines, 
ou  conduits  en  fer  ou  en  plomb.    . 
n  pate. 

[nperm^able  pour  couverture  de  toits  et  pour  autres  usages, 
raux,  charrettes  et  voitures  a  bras, 
grains. 

froment  en  grains. 

,  caliches,  coupes,  omnibus,  phaetons  et  toute  esp^ce  de  v6hicules 
m6s. 

e  chene,  de  rouvre  ou  d'autres  arbres,  pour  tanner, 
'orge,  de  pois-chiches  ou  Revalesci^re  du  Barry  et  autres  farines  non 
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mati&re,  pour  dallages,  n 'ay ant  pas  plus  de  60  centimetres;  tuiles  en  terre  ouen 
ardoises  et  pierres  ordinaires  brutes  de  tout  genre. 

Bois  a  bTOler  et  charbon  de  bois  en  morceaux. 

bois  communs,  tels  que  planches,  poutres  et  solives  de  pin,  de  pitchpin  et 
d'autres  bois,  ni  rabot^es  ni  bouvet^es  ayant  moins  d'e  25  centimetres  d'6paisseur, 
et  pin  non  d^nomm^s,  quelles  que  soient  leurs  dimensions. 

Mais  en  grains. 

Pommes,  raisins,  poires  et  tous  autres  fruits  frais,  y  compris  les  cocos  m£me  s«!cs. 

Machines,  reservoirs  en  fer  galvanis^  et  appareils  non  d^nomm^s  dans  laclasse 
I,  dont  le  poids  total  d^passe  1,000  kilogrammes,  ainsi  que  les  glaci^res. 

Musique  6crite. 

Manioc. 

Paille  ou  herbes  s^ches,  telles  que  foin  et  similaires,  pour  nourrir  les  animaux, 
\  Texception  des  herbes  m6dicinales. 

Poix  commune,  blanche,  noire  ou  jaune. 

Bois  de  campdche,  gaiac,  br^sillet,  milrier,  santal  rouge  et  autres  bois  semblables, 
en  copeaux. 

Papier  a  cigarettes. 

Pianos,  meme  muets,  pour  I'exercice  du  doigt6,  sans  accessoires. 

Ardoises  encadr^es  ou  non,  livres  et  crayons  d'ardoise  et  ardoises  pour  billards. 

R6sine  de  pin. 

Roues  pour  voitures,  chariots  et  charrettes,  boites  d'essieux  en  fer  pour  lesdits 
v^hiculcs  et  roues  en  acier  mont6es  sur  essieux  en  acier. 

Sel  d'Epsom. 

Sel  de  Glauber  et  silicate  de  soude. 

Terre  de  Sienne  et  terre  noire  a  nettoyer. 

Tombes  et  tombeaux,  en  marbre,  granit  ou  toute  autre  mati^re,  si  Tautorit^  * 
comp^tente  estime  que  ces  ouvrages  ne  sont  pas  des  ceuvres  d'art  d'un  caract^re 
monumental. 

Lattes  en  bois  pour  couvrir  les  toits  (teja-mani). 

Craie  blanche  en  morceaux  ou  en  poudre  et  poudre  de  marbre  et  de  verre. 

Platre  en  pierres  ou  en  poudre  et  platre  a  mouler. 

§  3. — Classe  III. 

Droits, — 2j  centimes  de  bolivar, 

Huile  comestible. 

Huilcs  de  colza  et  toutes  autres  huiles  a  brOler  non  d6nomm6es,  huile  d'os  et 
huile  dite  esperma  de  cristal  pour  machines. 

Acides  st6arique  et  ol^ique,  st^arine  pure  non  ouvr^e  et  st^arine  m^lang^e  avrc 
de  la  paraifine,  connue  sous  le  nom  de  st^arine  du  commerce. 

Acides  ac6tique,  hydrochlorique  ou  muriatiquc. 

Acide  nitrique  ou  eau-forte. 

Huile  de  k^rosfen^. 

Acier,  bronze,  laiton,  cuivre,  6tain  pur  ou  avec  alliagc,  plomb  et  zinc  en 
masses  ou  bruts,  en  barres,  cubes,  rognures  ou  feuilles  perc6es  ou  ajour^es. 

Eau  de  fleurs  d'oranger,  limonades  et  eaux  gazeuses. 

Eau-rase  ou  essence  de  t6r6benthine. 
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Aiguilles  a  tricoter,  en  acier  bois,  os,  caoutchouc  ou  autre  mati^re  similaire. 
Colon. 
Lavande. 

Alun  non  calcin6  en  morceaux. 

Jaune  anglais  ou  chromate  de  plomb,  minium^  litharge,  manganese  mineral, 
ruse  ou  carbonate  de  plomb  et  abestine. 
Animaux  empaill^s.' 

Annonces  sous  forme  d'almanachs,  relatives  a  des  produits  m^dicinaux  ou  i 
autres  industries.  ./ 

Piltres  et  appareils  a  filtrer  Teau. 

Harnais  et  colliers   pour  voitures  de   toute  sorte  et  pour  caliches,  coupes, 
nnibus,  pha6tons  et  pour  toute  sorte  de  voitures,  chariots  et  charrettes. 
Riz  moulu,  sagou,  salep,  tapioca  et  mais  broy6. 
Sucre  brut  ou  non  raffing. 
Soufre  en  fleur  ou  en  pate. 

Balances,  romaines  et  dynamomitres,  autres  que  ceux  en  cuivre  ou  ceux  oil 
cuivre  domine,  plomb  de  chasse,  chevrotines  et  balles. 
Laine  de  bois  (barba  dt  paid)  et  fibre  v^g^tale  semblable  au  sparte. 
Barils,  pipes  et  boucauts,  months  ou  non,  et  douves  import6es  s^par^ment. 
Vrilles  et  tariires  pour  perforer  les  pierres  ou  les  troncs. 
Poterie  varniss^e  ou  non,  sous  toutes  formes,  non  d6nomm6e. 
Blanc  de  zinc  et  bol  blanc. 

Lianes,  joncs,  massette,  palmes,  paille  non  d^nomm^e,  osier  non  ouvr6  et  6pis 
:  trifle  pour  la  fabrication  des  balais. 
Marc  d*huile. 
Cables,  agrfts  et  cordages. 

Fourncaux  de  pipes,  fume-cigares  et  pipes  en  terre  ou  en  faience  ordinaire, 
>on  combines  avec  d'autres  matiires. 
Pieces  d*artillerie  de  toute  matifere. 

"aricots  de  toute  sorte,  pois-chiches,  lentilles,  fives  et  toute  espice  de 
^umincuses,  plantes  potagires  et  racines  alimentaires  ou  comestibles,  non 
f^par^s. 

Toilc  6crue  ou  grossiire  et  toile  dite  coleta  6crue  du  n**  3 ;  toiles  d'cmballage 
^inaircs,  g6n6ralement  employ6es  pour  les  sacs  de  cacao  et  de  caft  et  pour  les 
iiballages,  dont  la  couleur,  naturellement  fonc6e,  n'a  pas  M  modifi^e  par  les 
"Cparations  destinies  a  les  blanchir,  meme  lorqu'elles  ont  des  raies  ou  des 
"caux  de  couleur. 
^I^^rbon  de  bois  en  poussiire,  charbon  animal  et  noir  de  fum6e. 

'aj^dc  sal6e,  en  saumure  ou  fum6e,  jambons  et  jambonneaux  non  en  boites, 

^^  ^angues  fum^es  ou  salves,  a  Texception  de  la  viande  sal6e  dite  tasajo  dont 
'JJf^''^ation  est  prohib^e. 

^'*^  d'emballage  doubl^e  de  papier ;  carton  fin  ou  papier  6pais  pour  bureaux, 

^^ries  de  visite  et  autres  usages,  y  compris  le  papier  impermeable  pour 
esses, 

y^^ons. 

^^^is  en  fil  de  fer. 
""^n  v6g6tal  et  similaires. 
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Poix  pour  cordonnicrs. 

Bi&re  ct  cidre. 

Chlorure  de  chaux,  cr6oline  et  d6sinfectants  liquides  ou  en  poudre,  non 
d^nomm^s. 

Vicux  cuivrc  en  debris. 

Cuisines  portatives  en  fer  ou  en  autres  m6tal. 

Corbillards,  y  compris  les  lanternes  (viarios),  plumets  ou  panaches  et  tous 
autres  articles  accessoires  de  la  voiture,  quand  mdme  ils  payeraient  s6par6nient 
un  droit  plus  61ev6,  pourvu  qu'ils  arrivent  avec  le  char,  dans  le  meme  ou  dans 
un  autre  colis. 

Craie  blanche  ou  rouge,  en  morceaux  ou  en  poudre. 

Creuset  de  toute  sorte. 

Conserves  au  vinaigre,  autres  que  les  olives  et  les  capres  de  toute  sorte. 

Baies  de  geni^vre. 

fimeri  en  morceaux  ou  en  poudre. 

Sparte  brut. 

fitoupilles  et  m^ches  pour  mines. 

Clous  a  ma\ig^re,  en  cuivre. 

Fontaines  ou  bassins,  en  fer,  en  marbrc  ou  en  toute  autre  matifere,  et  statues, 
bustes,  vases,  urnes,  en  marbre,  albatre,  granit  ou  autre  pierre  semblable. 

Fleur  dg  sagou. 

Biscuits  de  toute  sorte,  non  m^lang^s  de  confiseries. 

Gaz  fluide  {gasjluido), 

Gomme  arabique. 

Farine  de  froment  et  semoule  pr6par6e  pour  la  fabrication  des  pjltes. 

Outils  et  instruments,  tels  que  marteaux,  maillets  de  calfat,  hachettes,  cabes- 
tans,  forges,  soufflets  de  toute  sorte,  cries  pour  lever  des  charges,  tnolejones, 
grands  clous  a  vis  pour  forgerons.  bigornes,  enclumes  et  tous  autres  outils  ou 
instruments  semblables. 

Fer  ouvr6 :  fil  de  fer  autre  que  le  fil  galvanis6  non  ouvr6  ct  toile  m^tallique 
en  fil  de  fer  pour  fonds  de  lit ;  ancres  et  chaines  pour  navires,  coffrcs-forts, 
mortiers,  meubles,  presses  a  copier  et  a  timbrer  le  papier,  clous,  broqueties, 
caboches,  rivets  et  clous  a  maug^re ;  constrnctions  d6mont6es  ou  leurs  parties, 
telles  que  balcons,  portes,  balustres,  grilles,  colonnes,  toits,  m6me  import6s  s^pa- 
r^ment;  statues,  urnes,  pots  a  fleurs,  bustes  et  tous  autres  ornements  de  ce 
genre,  pour  maisons  et  jardins;  poids  pour  balances,  fers  a  repasser,  poteaux 
pour  clotures;  fourneaux  ou  r6chauds,  budares,  chaudrons,  grils,  marmites, 
ponies  a  frire,  bruloirs  et  autres  ustensiles  de  manage,  6tam6s  ou  non,  ^maill^s 
ou  non,  except^  les  memes  objets  en  tole  de  fer  ou  fer-Jjlanc  qui  acquittent  les 
droits  de  la  classe  IV.  Sont  6galement  ranges  dans  cette  classe  les  clous  en  fer 
galvanis^  avec  rondelles  6galement  en  fer  galvanis^. 

Fer-blanc  non  ouvr^. 

Os,  comes  et  onglons  bruts. 

Hollandille  bleue  de  coton. 

Jouets  d'enfants,  de  tout  genre  et  de  n'importe  quelle  matifere,  y  compris  les 
wetras, 

Livres  imprimis,  eit  feuilles  ou  broch^s,  non  compris  dans  la  classe  1»  brochures. 
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cahiers  et  livres  destines  a  Tinstruction  primaire,  import^s  sous  la  mdme  forme 

ou  en  dcmi-rcliure  {media-pasta), 

Emeri  sur  toile  ou  sur  papier. 

Graines  ou  farine  de  lin  et  graines  de  colza. 

Lin  brut. 

Faience  commune  et  faience  verniss^e  ou  non,  en  objets  de  toute  forme,  non 

d^nomm^c. 

Bois  de  noyer. 

Bois  fin  pour  luthiers,  6b6nistes,  etc. 

Bois  en  feuilles  ou  en  lames,  pour  placage. 

Bois  sci6,  rabot6  ou  bouvet^. 

5aindoux,  a  I'exception  de  toute  autre  graisse  m^lang^e,  et  beurre. 

Machines,  reservoirs  en  fer  galvanis^  et  appareils  non  denomm^s  ant^rieure- 

in«it,  dont  le  poids  ne  d^passe  pas  1,000  kilogrammes.     Si  Ics  machines  sont 

import^es  avec  des  pieces  de  rechange  qui,  prises  s^par^ment,  payent  un  droit 

plus  6lev6,  le  tout  sera  tax6  comme  machine,  pourvu  que  ces  pieces  arriventdans 

Ic  mcme  colis. 

Nioulins  de  toute  sorte,  non  compris  dans  la  classe  I. 

"Mineral  de  fer,  de  cuivre,  d*6tain,  mine  de  plomb,  et  amiante  ou  asbeste. 

t^ommes  de  terre. 

Papier  de  tout  genre,  non  d6nomm6,  et  serpentins  ou  rubans  de  papier. 

Poisson  press6,  sal6  ou  fum6,  non  en  boites  de  fer-blanc. 

Pierrcs  lithographiques,  pierre  ponce,  pierres  de  tout  genre  et  de  toute  forme 

*  moudre   ou  a   aiguiser,   pierres   r^fractaires    pour   fourneaux   m^tallurgiques, 

V^^rrcs  a  filtrer  et  autres  similaires. 

^ovilcurs  ordinaires  a  I'huile. 
p 

'^ot^sse  commune  et  potasse  calcin^e. 
5alp>^tre  et  sel  de  nitre. 
Sar^^ucs. 

^^*"^ines  press^es,  a  Thuile,  aux  tomates  ou  autrement  pr6par6es. 
"^"^  ^  pr^par^  pour  la  fabrication  des  bougies  st6ariques  ou  st^arine. 
Sovi^c  commune  ou  calcin^e. 
C^-^tonate  de  soude  cristallis^. 
SuXfatc  de  fer  ou  couperose  verte. 
Sulfate  de  cuivre  ou  couperose  blcue. 
^•^^Ics  ou  tissus  en  fil  de  fer,  non  d6nomm6s. 
^^^^benthine  commune  de  Venise. 
"oison  pour  conserver  les  peaux. 

^*"re  a  vitres  et  glaces  unies,  non  6tam^s. 

^'^^igre  ordinaire  et  vinaigre  empyreumatique  et  eau-de-vie  de  marc  de  raisin. 

^'^s  de  toute  sorte,  en  pipes,  barils  on  barriques  et  vins  rouges  quel  que  soit 

•n  ^^  ^^  production  ou  de  provenance,  import^s  en  futs,  barriques,  barils,  bou- 

.  ^»  boutillons  ou  tous  autres  contenants.     Si  le  vin  de  Porto,  meme  rouge, 

^Port6  en  boutillons  ou  bouteilles,  il  sera  class6  d'aprfts  la  classe  IV. 

**^s  pour  nettoyer  le  caf(6  (venteadores). 
^^c  pulv6ris6  ou  non.  . 

[A  suivre  dans  la  Bulletin  du  mois  de  mars.] 
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CHEMIN  DE  PER  INTEROCfiANIQUE. 

On  recommence  a  agiter  dans  toute  TAmerique  du  Sud  Pidec 
de  resserrer  les  relations  commerciales  et  politiques  des  diverses 
republiques,  premierement  au  moyen  de  voies  de  communications 
plus  rapides,  qui  acceleraient  Techange  des  productions  de  ces 
pays,  tout  en  reduisant  la  distance,  les  dangers  et  les  depenses  de 
transport  resultant  de  la  longue  navigation  par  la  voie  de  Magellan 
et  des  eaux  turbulentes  du  Cap  Horn. 

Tout  le  monde  reconnait,  principalement  au  Bresil,  au  Perou,  en 
Bolivie,  et  au  Chili,  Purgente  necessite  de  la  construction  d'un 
chemin  de  fer  interoceanique  sud-americain,  lequel  partant  d'un 
des  ports  du  Bresil,  Rio-de-Janeiro,  par  exemple,  traverserait,  au 
moyen  d'un  tunnel,  la  Cordillere  des  Andes,  et  mettrait  en  com- 
munication directe  avec  I'ancien  empire  des  Bragance,  et  par  la 
avec  I'Europe,  les  quatre  republiques  de  la  cote  du  Pacifique,  si 
riches  en  productions  naturelles. 

La  partie  technique  du  travail,  telle  que  I'arpentage  des  routes, 
etc.,  a  deja  ete  etudiee  et  les  plans  dresses;  le  grand  obstacle  qui 
s'opposait  a  la  realisation  de  cette  entreprise  etait  le  manque  de 
capital.  II  parait  cependant  que  la  question  vient  d'entrer  dans  une 
nouvelle  phase  pratique,  et  qu'un  accord  est  intervenu  entre  les  rep- 
resentants  des  quatre  republiques  interessees,  qui  ont  approuve  le 
projet  en  vue  de  garantir  les  interets  du  capital  qui  devra  etre 
engage  dans  cette  vaste  entreprise.  Toutefois,  on  doit  dire  que 
I'Equateur  ne  fait  pas  encore  partie  des  conventions  qui  ont  etc 
negociees. 

On  dit  qu'au  Bresil  le  courant  de  I'opinion  favorable  a  ce  pro- 
jet  est  tres  puissant  et  que  I'oeuvre  excite  beaucoup  d'enthousiasme. 
Une  conference  a  eu  lieu  recemment  au  Club  des  Ingenieurs  a 
Rio,  le  Dr.  Oliveira  Bulhoes  etant  I'esprit  promoteur,  a  laquelle 
ont  assiste  beaucoup  de  capitalistes  et  de  notabilites  les  plus 
connues  de  la  politique.  Les  gouvernements  de  la  Bolivie  et  du 
Chili  y  furent  representes  par  M.  Palavicino  et  le  Dr.  Errazuri, 
leurs  representants  respectifs  au  Bresil. 

A  cette  reunion  les  causes  qui  paralysent  principalement  le 
commerce  entre  les  nations  sud-americaines  ont  ete  discutees,  de 
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leme  que  les  immerises  richesses  naturelles  inexploitees  qui  n'at- 
mdent  que  Tentreprise  et  Penergie  que  necessitera  raccomplisse- 
lent  de  ce  grand  projet  international. 

La  longueur  de  la  ligne  transcontinentale  de  Rio  a  un  port 
vantageux  sur  la  cote  du  Pacifique  ne  depassera  pas,  pour  ainsi 
lire,  2,600  kilometres.  Sur  foi  des  personnes  interessees  a  cette 
iffaire,  il  est  assure  que  les  capitaux  necessaires  au  commencement 
des  travaux  preliminaires  ont  ete  deja  ofFerts,  et  que  Tinauguration 
des  travaux  de  construction  n'attend  que  la  cooperation  de  PEqua- 
tcur  avec  les  autres  Republiques. 


MISSION  ANGLAISE   SPfiCIALE  A  L'AMERIQUE 

DU  SUD. 

Le  South  American  Journal  du  8  Janvier  ecrit,  a  propos  des 
nesures  prises  par  le  Gouvernement  anglais  pour  conserver  et 
'tendre  d'avantage  son  commerce  actuel  avec  I'Amerique  du  Sud, 
'Omme  suit : 

Nous  apprenons  que  le  Gouvernement  a  nomme  M.  Worth- 
^^GTON  de  Manchester  pour  partir  en  mission  spcciale  a  TAmerique 
iu  Sud  en  vue  de  s'informer  des  conditions  des  marches  locaux 
pour  rinformatioh  du  Conseil  de  Commerce  qui  considere  Putilite 
de  I'etablissement  d'un  Bureau  d'Information  Commerciale.  M. 
WoRTHiNGTON  sera  accompagne  de  Sir  Vincent  Barrington,  qui 
^st  envoye  de  la  part  des  Chambres- Associees  de  Commerce.  On 
^'attend  au  depart  des  deux  commissaires  pour  P  Amerique  du  Sud 
^  la  fin  du  mois  courant. 

Le  journal  Daily  Mail  en  publiant  cette  nouvelle  observe: 

Les  pr61iminaires  de  Tentreprise,  annonc6c  pour  la  premiere  fois  par  Sir- 
^<^URTNEY  Boyle  a  Nottingham,  continuent  de  faire  des  progrfes  constants. 
^^n  seulcment  on  a  obtenu  d'un  nombrc  de  Chambres  de  Commerce  des 
^^moignages  convaincants,  mais  on  a  aussi  recueilli  nombre  d 'informations  de 
^aucoup  de  valeur.  Cette  information  toutefois  ne  suffit  pas  pour  indiquer 
^ocl  sera  le  caract^re  final  de  Tentreprise  propos6e.  Cela  ne  peut  etre  assur6 
^^^  lorsquc  les  membres  du  Comit6  D6partemental,  nomm^s  pour  consid6rer 
^^proposition,  soumettront  leur  rapport  au  President  du  Conseil  de  Commerce, 
^ui,  a  son  tour  le  soumettra,  accompagn^  de  ses  recommandations,  au  Cabinet, 
^uquel  est  confix  la  decision  finale. 
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CODE  DE  LA  NOMENCLATURE  COMMERCIALE 

Le  Departement  du  Tresor  vient  de  publier  la  lettre  circulair 

suivante,  annon9ant  Tadoption  dans  les  differentes  douanes,  d 
Code  de  la  Nomenclature  Commerciale,  compile  et  public  par  1 
Bureau,  comme  livre  de  reference : 

[Circiilaire  Departementale  No.  i6.     Division  des  Douanes.] 

DEPARTEMENT  DU   TrEsOR.,   BuREAU   DU   SECRETAIRE, 

Washington,  D.  C,  le  22  Janvier  iSpS, 

Aux  Collecteurs  et  autres  Agents  de  la  Douane: 

Selon  unc  resolution  de  la  Conf(Erence  Internationale  Am6ricaine,  qui  recoi 

mande  aux  gouvernements  qui  en  font  partie  Tadoption  d'line  nomencIat%j 

commune  pour  la  designation,  en  ordre  alphab^tique  et  en  termes  6quivalcri 

en  anglais,  en  portugais  et  en  espagnol,  des  articles  sur  lesquels  sont  per^us  <: 

droits  d'importation,  pour  I'usage  par  toutes  les  nations  am6ricaines  dans  ri.i 

position  des  droits  de  douane  qui  sont  6tablis  ou  qui  seront  d^sormais  etab>] 

de  meme  que  dans  les  manifestes  maritimes,  factures  consulaires,  entries,  perT 

de  sortie  de  vaisseaux  et  autres  documents  douaniers,  le  Bureau  des  R6publicj^i 

Am6ricaines  a  publi6  un  ouvrage,  en  trois  volumes,  intitul6  "Code  de  Noin< 

clature  Commerciale,"  qui  contient  28,000  termes  commerciaux,  arranges 

fa^on  a  assurer  de  la  facility  de  reference  dans  n'importe  laquelle  des  trois  !.□ 

gues,  a  savoir,  Tanglais,  le  portugais,  et  I'espagnol.     Cette  publication  est  d6sc 

mais  accept^e  comme  livre  de  reference  pour  la  traduction* des  phrases  et  mc 

commerciaux,  par  ce  D6partement  et  par  les  priseurs  de  marchandises.     Tou 

crreur    ou    faute    qu'on    trouvera    dans    cet    ouvrage    devra    etre    signal^e    a 

Departement. 

W.  B.  Howell,  Sous- Secretaire. 


MISCELLANEES  COMMERCIALES. 

RfiPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

Importation  de  Oharbon         ^n  repr^sentant  d'une  maison  importantc  de  charboi 
Amtfricain.  ^  Philadelphie  est  actuellem'ent  a  Buenos  Ay  res  en  vu 

d'y  trouver  un  march^  pour  le  charbon  Pocahontas.  Ce  charbon  a  iii  employ 
quelque  temps  dans  l'Am6rique  Centrale  et  les  Indes  Occidentalcs  et  a  donn 
des  rcsultats  trfes  satisfaisants.  Le  commerce  en  charbon  cntre  les  Etats-Uni 
et  la  R^publique  Argentine  est  peu  considerable  et  peut  etre  devcloppe  consid^ 
rablement  si  Tattention  necessaire  y  est  pretee  et  des  efforts  sont  faits  poi 
Tavancer.  La  valeur  totale  du  charbon  expedie  aux  pays  sud-americains,  pei 
dant  Tannee  fiscale  terminee  le  30  juin  1897,  ne  s'est  eievee  qu'a  $145,000.     Li 
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es  houill^res  de  Virginie,  poss^dant  un  port   accessible  a  tout  le  monde  a 
folk,  devraient  etre  mises  en  communication  immediate  avec  les  contr^es 
Indes  Occidentales  et  de  I'Am^rique  du  Centre  et  du  Sud. 
imb^age  d'Apporeiis         ^^^  imporiateurs  de  Buenos  Ayres  r6clament  contre  la 
Bieciriqnea.  manifere  d6fectueuse  de  Temballage  des  appareils  ^lectri- 

isqui  leur  sont  exp6di6s.  On  cite  comme  exemple  une  compagnie  am^ricaine 
exp6dia  a  ce  march6  un  grand  nombre  de  lampes  incandescentes  qui  ont  6i6 
uv^es  a  leur  arriv^e  avoir  subies  un  dommage  considerable.  En  meme  temps 
:  cette  reclamation,  on  rapporte  qu'unc  expedition  semblable  venant  de  TAn- 
errc  est  arrivee  en  bien  meilleur  ^tat.  L'importance  de  cette  suggestion  doit 
bier  evidente  aux  parties  interess^es  dans  ce  genre  de  commerce. 

La  moisson  du  bl6  dans  la  Republique  Argentine  qui 
:olte  de  BU  i  Santa  r«.  .  /  • 

s  est  poursuivie  pendant  le  mois  passe  est  pratiquement 
e.  Les  informations  regues  du  D^partement  de  Santa  F^,  le  centre  des  dis- 
ts  producteurs  du  bie  dans  la  R^publique,  rapportent  que  la  recolte  est  la 
»  grande  qu'on  ait  vue  pendant  quelques  ann^es.  On  dit  que  la  r^colte  est 
seulement  exceptionnelle  quant  a  la  quantity  mais  aussi  que  la  quality  de  la 
ine  est  excellente,  tant  en  poids  qu'en  couleur. 

BRfiSIL. 
Le  cable  de  la  **  Western   and    Brazilian   Company " 

Oible  Sona-Marln. 

entre    Pernambuco   et    Ceard,   et    le   Cable   Amazonien, 
cndant  de  I'embouchure  de  la  riviere  a  Manios,  qui  ont  ^t^  hors  d*usage  pen- 
it  quelque  temps,  ont  ^t^  r^par^s  et  les  d6peches  sont  de  nouveau  transmises 
uli^rcment. 
Enortations  de  ^^^  exportations  de  caoutchouc  de   Pari  pendant  le 

GaontchoQc.  j^^jg  d*octobre  dernier  se  sont  eiev^es  a  2,074,644  kilo- 

mmcs,  dont   1,061,573  kilos  ont  ^t^  exp^di^s  en  Europe  et   1,013,071  aux 
its-Unis. 

La  Compaenie  **  Sa6  Bento  Gold  Mining"  qui  com- 

Md'ordeMinea  aeraea.  .  e       ^ 

.  men^a  ses  travaux  il  y  a  un  an  dans  I'Etat  de  Minas, 

sssMe  environ  10,000  acres  de  terrain.  On  calculait  sur  une  production 
240  grains  d'or  par  tonne  en  moyenne,  mais  le  minerai  s'est  montr^  bien 

IS  riche  en  quelques  endroits  qu'on  ne  s'y  attendait,  la  quantity  d'or  s'^levant 

1  once  72  grains.      Le  minerai  est  si  friable   que  les  bocards  ne  sont  pas 

«ssaircs  pour  le  r^du  ire  en  poudre;  il  est  simplement  pass^  par  les  cylindres 
tout  de  suite  plong6  dans  les  cuves  a  cyanure.     La  compagnie  a  un  capital  de 

^300,000  en  or. 

"■'^Fabriqne  de  Oha-  ^^  nouvelle  fabrique  de  chapeaux,  r^cemment  ^tablie 
'"*"'•  dans  la  ville  de  Rio  de  Janeiro,  emploie  120  ouvriers  et 

ibrique  1,000  chapeaux  par  jour.     Toutefois  la  fabrique  a  une  capacity  pour  la 

roduction  de  5,000  chapeaux  et  on  dit  qu'elle  emploiera  600  ouvriers. 

*»iiioiu  de  Obarbon  de  ^^  Jomal  do  Commercio  fait  autorit6  pour  la  nouvelle 
^"'•*  que  la  Brazilian  Financial  Company  a  Londres  a  sign^  un 

''^'^atpour  I'approvisionnement  du  charbon  a  I'usage  du  Chemin  de  Fer  Cen- 
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tral  pendant  I'ann^e  prochaine.  Le  prix  stipule  dans  le  contrat  est  de  $6.25 
par  tonne  livr^e  au  port  de  Rio  de  Janeiro ;  un  quart  de  la  quantity  peut,  selon 
le  contrat,  etrc  livr6  a  Santos  a  un  prix  additionnel  de  75  cents  par  tonne. 

Le  South  American  Journal  publie  la  nouvelle  qu'un 

Vente  de  FlantatioiM.  .  , 

syndicat  anglais  a  6t6  organist  en  vue  de  I'achat  de  plu- 
sieurs  plantations  caf^i^res  dans  le  D^partement  de  Sao  Paulo,  entre  Sarandy  et 
Batataes;  le  montant  du  prix  a  payer  s'^lfeve  a  18,000,000  milreis.  II  est  rap- 
port^ qu'un  autre  syndicat  s'organise  a  Londres  avec  un  capital  de  fonds  hol- 
landais  et  am^ricains  deux  fois  plus  grand,  pour  I'achat  de  plantations  a  I'ouest 
et  au  nord  de  Sao  Paulo. 

CHILI. 

Exportation  de  Viandee         ^^^  compagnie  a  6t6  form6e  a  Valparaiso  pour  I'expor- 
aeitfea.  tation  en  Europe  de  viandes  gel^es  de  Punta  Arena,  dans 

le  d6troit  de  Magellan.  On  dit  qu'une  exp6rience  sera  bientot  tent^e  avec  une 
expedition  de  20,000  moutons. 

GUATEMALA. 

Droits  enr  lea  AppareUe         ^^  Gouvernement  de  Guatemala  vient  de  promulgucr 
fiiectriques.  ^^  d^cret  pour  Tentr^e  en  franchise  de  droits,  des  bat- 

teries eiectriques,  non  charg^cs,  pour  Tusage  public.  Le  fil  de  fer  galvanis6  et 
lefil  de  cuivre  isol6,  de  meme  que  les  appareils  61ectriqucs,  sont  sujets  aux  droits, 
suivant  le  poids  brut.  Le  Guatemala,  comme  les  autres  pays,  installe  dans  ses 
villes  principales  le  systfeme  de  I'^clairage  61ectrique. 
Paiements  en  Argent  des  ^^^  informations  ofHcielles  regues  du  Guatemala  an- 
Droits  de  Doaane.  noncent  qu'a  partir  du  ler  juillet  les  droits  d*importation 
et  d'exportation  seront  payables  en  argent. 

MEXIQUE. 

Un    nouveau    d^veloppement    industriel    sera  bientot 

Fabriqne  de  Fer-Blanc.  -km      >  n* 

entrepris  au  Mexique  avec  1  mauguration  d'une  fabriqufc 

de  fer-blanc  et  la  demande  a  6t€  faite  au  Gouvernement  mexicain  pour  la  con — 

cession   respective.      On  pense  qu'en   vue  du  grand  commerce  en  aliments  con — 

serves,  notamment  en  fruits  et  legumes,  que  la  R6publique  d^veloppe,  la  nouvelle 

industrie  propos^e  lui  sera  d'un  immense  avantage  et  I'action  du  Gouverncmen  "• 

est  attendue  avec  beaucoup  d*int^ret. 

Fabriqne  de  Bicyciettes  et  de     ^^^^  concession  a  €t€  obtenue  du  Gouvemement  mexL  - 
Oaoutchoac.  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  fabricant  am^ricain  pour  la  construction  ^ 

Top^ration  au  Mexique  d*unc  fabrique  de  bicyclettes  et  de  caoutchouc.     C'es- 

Tintention   du  concessionnaire  d*utiliser    I'excellente  force  hydraulique  qu'il 

obtenue  pour  la  production  de  la  force  61ectrique  et  de  faire  concurrence  au: 

fabricants  de  bicyclettes  aux  Etats-Unis.      Un  autre  point  sur  lequel  on  compt- 

pour  faire  r6ussir  Tentreprise,  est  le  bas  prix  pay^  pour  le  travail  au  Mexique. 

Un  6v6nement  important  et  int6ressant  qui  marque  1 
Inaugnration  dn  Chemin  de  .  .  . 

Fer  de  Mexico.  Cuema-   d6veloppement  interieur  et  Pesprit  progressif  du  Mexique 

▼aca  et  du  Paciflque.  .  . 

a  6t6  rinauguration  officielle,  au  mois  de  d^cembre  der- 
nier, du  chemin  de  fer  de  Mexico,  Cuernavaca  et  du  Pacifique,  qui  s'^tend  de  h 
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i€  de  Mexico  a  Cuernavaca.  La  c^r^monie  a  6t6  honor^e  par  la  presence  du 
6sident  de  la  R^publique  et  de  son  cabinet,  et  aussi  des  membres  du  corps  diplo- 
itique  et  autres  residents  distingu6s  de  la  R^publique.  La  distance  entre  les 
ux  termini  de  la  la  ligne  est  de  75  milles,  mais  I'importance  attach^e  a  cette 
treprise  se  trouve  dans  le  projet  de  continuer  la  ligne  jusqu'a  Acapulco,  sur  la 
te  du  Pacifique,  et  la  construction  se  poursuivra  avec  la  meme  ^nergie  qui  a 
arqu6  les  travaux  jusqu'a  present. 

Jusqu'au  27  d6cenibre  1897,  vingt-neuf  series  de  plans 

iUiM  pour  1h  Oonstriictlon  \  ^  ■  ... 

dn  KouTean  Palais  Ltfcis-  et  specifications  pour  le  nouveau  Palais  L^gislatif,  qui  sera 

construit  dans  la  Cit6  de  Mexico,  ont  6t6  revues  pour  etre 
'Zainin6e3.      Quelquesuns  de  ces  plans  ont   ^t^   pr6sent6s  par  des  Mexicains, 
I'autrcs  par  des  £urop6ens,  mais  la  majeure  partie  est  le  travail  des  architectes 
Jn6ricains. 
ijgm^M^mm  EiaciriqiMc  ^^  syndicat  qui  controle  les  tramways  de  la  ville  de 

anMexiqne.  Mexico  fait  des  pr^paratifs  pour  Tintroduction  de  T^lec- 

icit^  comme  force  motrice.  La  campagnie  possftde  environ  1 40  milles  de  ligne, 
:  on  se  propose  de  fournir  de  la  force  motrice  electrique  a  toutes  les  lignes,  y  com- 
ris  celle  qui  met  en  communication  Guadaloupe  avec  San  Angel.  Les  d6penses 
>talcs  de  I'installation  du  nouveau  service  sont  estim^es  a  environ  $5,000,000 
^  l*opportunite  sera  ouverte  a  tous  les  fabricants  d'appareils  61ectriques  de 
>umcttre  leurs  propositions. 

Le  d6veloppement  de  I'industrie  de  tissus  de  coton  au 

L'lndastrie  Textile.  . 

Mexique  attire  I'attention  des  pays  Strangers  et  les  chifFres 

viivants  sont  donnas  comme  preuve  de  ce  d^veloppement  et  aussi  de  la  produc- 

ion  croissante  de  la  matifere  premiere  dans  la  R^publique.     Pendant  les  dix 

>remicrs  mois  de  1897,  la  Grande- B ret agne  a  export^  au  Mexique  34,301,600 

'crgcs  de  tissus  fabriqu^s,  compares  a  42,164,200  verges  pour  la  p6riode  corres- 

E>ondante  de   1896.     Les  importations  provenant  des  Etats-Unis  pendant  les 

Jicuf  premiers  mois  de  1896  et  1897  ont  6t6  de  6,034,908  verges  et  de  4,503,773 

verges  respectivement.     Les  importations  de  mati^res  premieres  provenant  des 

Htats-Unis  pour  les  memes  p^riodes  correspondantes  ont  diminu6  de  12,146,161 

^vres  a  5,128,429  livres.     II  est  affirm^  sur  la  foi  d'une  autorit6  ind6niable  que 

les  trois-quarts  du  coton  employ^  dans  les  filatures  de  coton  mexicaines  sont  de 

production  nationale  et  que  tous  les  ans  une  plus  grande  quantit6  en  est  cultiv6e. 

Plusieurs  nouvelles  filatures  de  coton  ont  €t€  install^es  pendant  ces  derni^res 

^n6es  et  plusieurs  autres  sont  sous  contrat  de  construction  dans  le  voisinage  de 

Pwbia,     Les  profits  retires  du  commerce  sont  trfes  satisfaisants,  s'^levant  en 

quclqucs  cas  a  20  et  30  pour  cent  du  capital  employ^. 

0-.^ ,  Une  concession  vient  d'etre  obtenue  du  Gouvernement 

^?^*»i«oAeoofdtepoar  la 

^JjhTBctton  d'nne  N<m-  mexicain  par  des  residents  de  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  pour  la 

construction  a  Villa  del  Carmen,  dans  TEtat  de  Coahuila, 
^  ^^^  fonderie  pour  le  traitement  de  toutes  sortes  de  minerals.  Conform6ment 
^^^  tcnnes  de  la  concession,  la  fonderie  doit  avoir  au  minimum  une  capacity 
'uffisantc  pour  le  traitement  de  25  tonnes  de  minerals  par  jour.  Les  travaux 
« construction  de  la  fonderie  et  de  toutes  ses  appartenances  devront  commencer 
dans  deux  ans,  a  partir  du  30  d^cembre  1897,  et  devront  etre  terminus  au  plus 
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tard  huit  mois  apr^s  cette  date.  Les  machines  ec  le  materiel  requis  seront  admji 
•en  franchise  dc  droits. 

Bndget  pour  rExercice         ^^"s  Ic  rappo|-t  soumis  au  Congrfes  par  le  Scfior  ]osi 
1898-1899.  j^gg  LiMANTouR,  Ministre  des  Finances,  les  d^pcnscs  dtt 

budget  pour  Texercice  1898-1899  sont  6valu6es  a  $52,089,000,  et  les  rcccttcsi 
$52,109,000.  Au  compte  des  revcnus,  les  recettes  des  douanes  sont  pontes 
pour  $423,847,000,  et  celles  des  taxes  int^rieures  pour  $23,092,000;  Icsautrcs 
sources  de  revenu  compl^tent  la  somme  anticip6e. 

AnnuiationdeiaOoncoMion  ^^  ^  Tinex^cution  des  conditions  de  la  concession  par 
de  Ohemin  de  Fer.  j^  Mexican  Southeastern  Company,  le  contrat  a  6t6an- 
nul6  par  le  Gouvernement  mexicain.  L'annulation  est  bas6e  sur  I'inaccoinplissc- 
ment  par  les  concessionnaires  des  termes  de  Tarticle  2,  qui  stipule  que  looidlo- 
mfetres  de  la  ligne  de  San  G6ronimo  a  la  Frontifere  de  Guatemala  devront  etn 
termin6s  dans  un  an  a  partir  de  la  promulgation  de  la  concession  (30  decembr 
1896).  L'annulation  du  contrat  entralne  la  confiscation  de  la  somme  de  50,00 
dollars  d6pos6e  avec  le  Gouvernement  comme  garantie  de  I'accomplissement  d 
contrat. 

NICARAGUA. 

Dans  le  Bulletin  pour  le  mois  de  d^cembre,  r^ftrcncc 
Ohemin  de  Fer  National. 

6t6  faite  au  projet  de  loi,  alors  en  discussion  au  CrongH 

de  Nicaragua,  autorisant  la  vente  du   Chemin  de  Fer  National  et  des  vapeiE 

sur  le  lac  de  Managua,  qui  font  le  service  en  connexion  avec  le  chemin  dc  fc 

M.  Paul  Wiesike,  Consul  des  Etats-Unis  a  Managua,  sous  date  du  19  octoi> 

1897,  informe  le  D^partement  d'Etat  que  la  loi  a  6t6  mise  en  vigueur  et  qu't 

commissaire,  nomm6  par  le  Gouvernement  et  ayant   le   pouvoir  de  fairc  1 

n6gociations  pour  la  vente  ou  TafFermage  de  la  ligne,  viendra  d'abord  faire  visi. 

aux  Etats-Unis.     L*6quipement  complet  de  la  ligne,  selon  M.  Wiesike,  entra 

nera  Tachat  de  100  trains  de  marchandises,  trois  locomotives,  la  reconstructic 

de  I'un  des  ponts  et  la  reparation  de  la  voie,  n6cessitant  un  d6boursement  d'- 

moins  $100,000. 

Un  correspondant  6crivant   dans  le  EnMneerine  aa 

Minead'Or.  ^         .  i-       •  .  «- 

Mining  Journal  dit  qu'un  nouveau  district  minier  a  fc 

d^couvert  dans  le  district  de  Siguia,  situ6  a  environ  20  milles  au-dessus  de  B\m 

fields,  par  eau.      On  pense  que  ce  district  sera  trouv6  tr^s  riche,  puisq'uun  csfi 

fait  sur  les  premieres  veines  a  rapport6  de  $19.50  a  $36  d'or  et  de  6  a  10  one 

d'argent  par  tonne.     Les  ruisseaux  des  montagnes  dans  Tendroit  ou  se  trouve 

quartz  fournissent  en  abondance  la  force  hydraulique;  les  propri^taires  du  tc 

rain  font  construire  des  tunnels   et  se  pr^parent  pour  Texploitation  dc  leu 

placements  sur  une  grande  6che]le. 

PfiROU. 
Les  allumettes  chimiques  en  usage  sont  toutes  impo 

Ooaunerce  aTec  Ziima. 

t6es  de  la  Su^de,  il  n'en  existe  aucune  fabrique  au  P6roi 
rimportation  de  cet  article  est  trhs  importante.     Le  systfeme  de  r^clairagc 
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Pflectricit^  dc  la  villc  commence  a  Stre  adopts,  et  on  croit  qu'en  peu  de  temps 
11  remplacera  enti^rement  le  syst^me  actuel  d'^clairage  au  gaz  tant  pour  I'^clai- 
rage  particulier  que  pour  l'6clairage  public.  Plusieurs  des  autres  villes  princi- 
palcs  dc  la  R6publique  s'int^ressent  a  ce  sujet,  et  I'opportunit^  qui  se  pr^sentc 
pour  les  fabricants  am6ricains  d*appareils  d'6clairage  61ectrique  est  tr^s  favorable. 
L'indQscrie  d'ameublement  a  fait  tant  de  progr^s  dans  le  pays  que  les  importa- 
tions dc  meubles  Strangers  sont  devenues  insignifiantes  et  se  bornent  uniquement 
aux  ameublements  de  luxe. 

SALVADOR. 

Rtdodion  dn  Droits  rar  les     Grace  a   I'intervention    du    consul  des   Etats-Unis  et 
Spiritnsux.  d'autrcs  repr6sentants  de  gouvernemcnts  Strangers  dans 

cepays,  depuis  le  21  octobre  1897  le  droit  d'entr^e  au  Salvador  sur  les  spiritueux 
enboutcilles  a  6t6  r6duit  par  100  kilos  bruts  et  jusqu*a  50°  a  $17.60  or  et  $21. 10 
Jttgcnt.  Les  droits  sur  les  spiritueux  en  futs  jusqu*a  50°  restcnt  les  memes  que 
sousrancien  tarif. 

La  presse  salvadorienne  se  montre  alarm^e  de  Texpor- 

Hcsozes  Fiiumciires.  .       *  * 

tation  continue  de  1  argent,  qui  contribue  a  aggraver  la 
situation  6conomique  du  pays.  II  est  probable  que  les  banques  se  mettront 
^'accord  pour  adopter  un  meme  type  de  change  en  rapport  avec  le  prix  du  m^tal 
blanc  a  Londres. 

M.  Salvador  Reyes,  qui  avait  6t6  envoy6  au  Guatemala  en  qualit6  de  mi- 
nistrc  de  la  Difete,  est  de  retour  apr^s  avoir  accompli  sa  mission  avec  succfes. 

En  raison  de  la  crise  6conomique  que  traverse  en  ce  moment  le  pays,  le  Gou- 
vcrncment  fait  tous  ses  efforts  pour  restreindre  les  depenses  publiques.  La  plus 
^virc  Economic  a  6t6  introduite  dans  toutes  les  branches  de  Tadministration  et 
Ic  personnel  en  a  6t6  r^duit  au  strict  n6cessaire.  Ces  mcsures  sont  accueillies 
«v'orabicmcnt  par  I'opinion  publique. 

URUGUAY. 

Conaneree  en  oharbon  de        Dans  un  rapport  au  D6partement  d'Etat,  fait  le  4  d6- 

*"*•  cembre    1897,  le  consul  Albert  W.   Swalm,  donne  des 

«atistiqucsint6ressantes  relatives  au  commerce  de  charbon  de  terre  al'Uruguay. 

^majeure  partie  du  charbon  import^  dans  I'Uruguay  vient  de  Cardiff,  Galles, 

*n  concurrence  avec  les  Etats-Unis.     Les  charbons  employes  par  les  chemins 

"^'Cr  sont  admis  en  franchise  de  droits  d'importation,  mais  tous  les  autres  char- 

00ns  paicnt  un  tarif  de  60  cents  par  tonne.     L*6valuation  douani^re  du  com- 

"iicrcc  dc  charbon  a  atteint  1,000,000  de  dollars;  le  prix  de  vente  du  charbon 

^^nedeSa  10  dollars  par  tonne,  mais  en  1898  il  y  aeu  une  diminution  marqu6e  en 

<^oniparaison  avec  l'ann6e  ant^rieure,  tant  dans  Timportation  que  dans  le  com- 

^erccgcn6ral.      M.  SwaliSi  rapporte  qu'un  repr^sentant  de  Tune  des  plus  impor- 

^^Dtcs  m;usons  d*exportation  de  charbon  de  la  cote  de  TAtlantique  a  6ti  r^cem- 

/JJcnt  a  Montevideo  afin  de  faire  des  arrangements  pour  placer  le  charbon  am6ri- 

^m  en  concurrence  plus  active   avec  le  produit  gallois.      Le  consul  ne  voit 
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aucune  raison  pourquoi  I'entreprise  ne  rdussirait  pas,  pourvu  que  les  cargaisons 
provenant  des  Etats-Unis  conservent  l'6tat  de  propret^  ^cabli  par  les  compagnies 
rivales.     Jusqu'ici  cela  n'a  pas  €t€  la  r^gle,  et  a  cet  ^tat  de  choses  est  dO  en 
grande  partie  I'insucc^s  du  charbon  am^ricain  a  dominer  le  marchd. 
EzportationB  de  Laine  et  de     L'exportation  de  laine  du  port  de  Mont^vid^o,  selon 
FeanxdeMontons.        jyj  g^^j^^  consul  a  ce  port,  du  ler  octobrc  au  30  novcm- 
bre  1897,  a  atteint  6,705  ballots,  d'un  poids  moyen  de  5CX5  kilogrammes  chaque- 
De  ce  nombre  173  ballots  ont  €t6  exp^di^s  aux  Etats-Unis;  les  expeditions  aux 
autres  pays  ont  ^t^  comme  suit:  France,  3,105  ;  Belgique,  883  ;  et  I'Anglcicrre, 
997.     La  tonte  a  6t6  grande  et  d'une  meilleure  qualit^  en  g^n^ral  que  celle  dc 
I'annde  dernifere.     On  a  export^  du  ler  aoflt  au  30  novembre  1897  7,729  bal- 
lots de  peaux  de  moutons,  desqucls  la  France  a  pris  la  majeure  partie. 

« 

VENEZUELA. 

Xnetallation  de  Tramways  ^*  concession  accord^e  au  mois  de  juillct  1896  a  unc 
£iectriqaea  i  Caracas.  compagnie  pour  Tinstallation  de  tramways  61ectriqucs 
dans  la  ville  de  Caracas  a  ^t^  r^voqu^e,  faute  de  I'accomplissement  par  le  con- 
cessionnaire  des  conditions  de  la  concession.  A  present  le  service  des  tramways 
a  Caracas  est  tr^s  d6fectueux  et  la  revocation  de  la  concession  ouvre  aux  capita- 
listes  am^rieains  interess^s  dans  ces  entreprises  une  opportunity  favorable. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE   BUREAU. 

POLICY   OF    THE     LATE     DIRECTOR,    MR.    JOSEPH    P.    SMITH PROCEI 

IXGS    OF    THE     EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT    OF    A    PI 

VISIONAL    DIRECTOR. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Intematioi 
Union  of  American  Republics  was  held  at  the  State  Departme 
on  Monday,  February  28,  1898,  at  11  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  the  c 
of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Present:  Secretary  of  State,  Chairman ;  Mr.  Romero,  the  M 
ister  from  Mexico;  Hon.  William  R.  Day,  Assistant  Secreta 
of  State;  Mr.  Frederic  Emory,  Acting  Director  of  the  Bure 
of  the  American  Republics. 

Mr-  Andrade,  the  Minister  from  Venezuela,  was  unable  to 
present,  but  Mr.  Romero  had  been  asked  to  represent  him,  th 
making  a  quorum  of  the  Committee. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  was  present 
bv  the  Chairman,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Romero,  it  was  approve 
and  its  transmittal  to  the  two  Houses  of  the  United  States  Cc 
gress,  and  to  the  Governments  represented  in  the  Internatior 
Unioij  w^as  ordered. 

A  statement  from  Mr.  Frederic  Emory,  Acting  Director, 
to  the  condition  of  the  Bureau,  was  read  by  the  Assistant  Sec 

taiy  of  State. 
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A  resolution  was  presented,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Romero,  was 
adopted,  approving  the  conclusions  and  recommendations  of  the 
Acting  Director,  and  appointing  Mr.  Frederic  Emory  Director 
of  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics  for  a  period  not  to 
exceed  the  current  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898. 

The  resolution  stated  that  the  purpose  of  the  appointment  was 
to  enable  the  provisional  Director  to  thoroughly  reorganize  the 
affairs  of  the  Bureau,  to  cancel  all  engagements  entered  into  for 
advertising,  canvassing  for  subscriptions,  or  other  business  pur- 
poses which  might  seem  to  him  to  be  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  Bureau;  and  to  reorganize  the  force,  making  such  reduc- 
tions of  the  said  force  or  of  salaries,  and  readjusting  the  same,  as 
might  be  deemed  expedient,  "having  always  in  view  the  general 
interests  of  the  International  Union  and  the  wishes  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee." 

The  Committee  instructed  the  Director  to  terminate  at  once  the 
existing  contracts  for  soliciting  advertisements  and  subscriptions  to 
the  publications  of  the  Bureau  upon  commission,  and  to  discon- 
tinue the  New  York  office  of  the  Bureau.  In  pursuance  to  this 
instruction,  the  Director,  on  the  28th  of  February,  notified  the 
advertising  agent  of  the  Bureau  of  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Advertisements  will  continue  to  be  received  for  the  Monthly 
Bulletin  as  heretofore. 

ANNUAL    REPORT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Bureau,  with  an  explanatory  note  by 
the  Acting  Director,  is  as  follows : 

Bureau  of  the  American  Republics, 
International   Union  of  American  Republics, 

Washington^  U.  S.  y/.,  February  28^  i8g8, 
Hon.  John  Sherman, 

Chairman  Executive  Committee^ 

International  Union  of  American  Republics, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  annual  report  of 
the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics.  This 
report  was  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  late 
Director  of  the  Bureau,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Smith,  and  follows  the 
memoranda  forwarded  by  him  as  the  basis  for  the  document.     The 
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ift  was  sent  to  Mr.  Smith  at  Miami,  Fla.,  but  reached  him 
en  he  was  too  ill  to  take  action  upon  it.  I  am  satisfied,  how- 
er,  that  the  report  substantially  embodies  Mr.  Smith's  views, 
d,  as  it  presents  a  careful  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Bureau 
ider  his  direction  and  indicates  the  general  purposes  he  had  in 
ew,  I  deem  it  but  proper  that  it  should  be  laid  before  the  Execu- 
te Committee  for  their  action  and  for  transmission  to  the  Congress 
the  United  States  and  the  Governments  of  the  other  Republics 
the  International  Union  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Bureau. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Frederic  Emory, 

Acting  Director. 


Miami,  Fla.,   "January  28^  i8g8. 
e  Secretary  of  State,  Chairman^  and  the 
ambers  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  international 
Union  of  American  Republics. 

Gentlemen:  In  submitting  my  first  annual  report  as  Director 
the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics,  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
ngratulating  you  upon  a  marked  advance  in  the  dignity  and 
eftilness  of  the  Bureau's  work.  The  wisdom  of  the  creation  of 
e  Bureau  as  an  international  agency  for  the  promotion  of  trade 
id  the  extension  of  fraternal  relations  among  the  Republics 
'i  the  Western  Hemisphere  has,  in  my  judgment,  been  amply 
^nfirmed  by  accomplished  results,  and  the  future  promises  a 
^rge  and  healthful  development  of  its  capabilities  for  practical 
ood.  An  undertaking  so  novel  in  design  and  so  heavily 
^^ighted  with  elements  of  possible  friction  as  an  international 
^ion  of  nineteen  distinct  and  strongly  individualized  govern- 
ments, must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  experimental  at  first  and 
^ork  of  gradual  development  from  year  to  year.  It  would  be 
'^fficult  to  find  stronger  testimony  as  to  the  general  solidarity 
'*  interests  of  the  Republics  of  the  two  American  continents 
■^^n  is  provided  in  the  fact  that  this  enterprise,  though  often 
"featened  by  hostile  criticism  from  without,  has  not  only  survived 
"  assaults,  but  commands  even  stronger  and  more  united  support 
om  all  the  parties  to  the  union  than  even  in  the  first  glow  of  its 
*nerous  inception.     The    Bureau  is   indebted  for  much   of  its 
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recent  growth  to  the  more  active  and  vigilant  participation  of  the 
representatives  in  Washington  of  the  various  Republics  inter- 
ested, and  it  has  just  had  signal  proof  of  the  generous  apprecia- 
tion of  its  work  in  the  United  States  in  the  provision  recently 
made  by  the  United  States  Congress  for  the  expenses  of  the 
current  fiscal  year. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  of  my  predecessor,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1897,  the  following  publications  have  been  issued: 

Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  in  English,  Spanish,  and 
Portuguese.     (Revised  edition.) 

Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  in  Spanish,  English,  and 
Portuguese. 

Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  in  Portuguese,  Spanish, 
and  English. 

Commercial  Directory  of  the  American  Republics,  first  volume. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service  of  the  Latin-American 
Republics  and  Hawaii  in  the  United  States. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service  of  the  United  States.  (Cor- 
rected to  July  20,  1897.) 

Handbook  or  Alaska. 

Handbook  of  Guatemala  (revised). 

Handbook  of  Hawaii. 

Import  Duties  of  Peru,  1896. 

Import  Duties  of  United  States,  1897  (English). 

Import  Duties  of  United  States,  1897  (French). 

Import  Dutifs  of  United  States,  1897  (Portuguese). 

Import  Duties  of  United  States,  1897  (Spanish). 

Monthly  Bulletins  fi-om  February,  1897,  to  January,  1898, 
inclusive. 

Newspaper  Directory  of  Latin-America. 

Official  Mailing  List  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics. 

Reciprocity  and  Trade. 

Spanish-American  Trade. 

Specifications  for  New  Government  Building  in  City  of  Mexico. 

Trade  Relations  in  America. 

Copies  of  these  publications  accompany  this  report  as  Inclo- 
sures  I  to  XX,  inclusive. 

The  most  important  work  of  the  year  was  the  preparation  of 
the  Commercial  Directory  of  the  American  Republics.  Shortly 
after  entering  upon  my  duties,  I  became  convinced  that  one  of 
the  most  effectual  means  of  bringing  the  manufacturers  and  mer- 
chants of  the  various  countries  into  closer  relations,  and  thus  pro- 
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3ting  industries  and  commerce,  was  to  provide  them  with  a 
liable  source  of  information  as  to  the  names  of  firms  engaged  in 
irticular  lines  of  trade  or  production,  supplemented  with  the 
test  data  procurable  as  to  the  resources,  commerce,  manufactures, 
ade  usages,  patent  and  copyright  laws,  business  licenses,  cus- 
ms  tariffs,  passport  regulations,  etc.,  of  the  American  Republics 
d  the  West  Indian  and  Central  and  South  American  colonies, 
th  which  they  are  so  intimately  associated  in  trade  intercourse, 
liscovered  that  such  a  work  was  recognized  among  the  business 
n  of  the  United  States  as  one  of  the  most  immediate  neces- 
es  for  expansion  of  trade  with  the  Latin-American  countries, 
c:  Bureau  had  previously  published  commercial  directories, 
ich,  though  serving  a  useful  purpose  at  the  time,  had  become 
»olete.  I  felt  that  what  was  demanded  of  the  Bureau  was  a 
.ctical  encyclopedia  of  the  industries  and  trade  of  the  countries 
Tiposing  the  International  Union.  Of  course,  a  task  of  such 
.gnitude  implied  large  expenditures  for  the  collection  and  com- 
ation  of  a  great  mass  of  data,  its  translation  into  Spanish, 
ntuguese,  and  French,  and  the  classification  of  many  thousands 
names. 

Above  all,  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  indispensable  that  the  work 
ould  be  conducted  with  the  most  painstaking  care,  in  order  that 
e  publication  should  be  recognized  everywhere  as  a  standard 
ithority.  It  was  an  undertaking  which,  under  ordinary  condi- 
ons,  would  have  consumed  a  long  period  of  time,  but  by  enlist- 
^g  the  active  cooperation  of  the  Department  of  State,  and 
vigmenting  the  force  of  the  Bureau  for  this  special  purpose,  I 
•ucceeded,  with  the  valued  aid  of  the  Governments  interested, 
l^rough  their  representatives  in  Washington  and  officials  of  their 
various  administrative  departments,  in  completing  and  publishing 
the  first  volume  in  about  eight  months  from  the  time  of  its  incep- 
^'on,  and  about  five  months  after  active  work  had  been  begun.  It 
^as  intended  at  first  to  complete  the  work  in  one  volume,  but  as 
*^  proceeded,  it  was  found  that  the  mass  of  valuable  data  was  so 
P^at  that  two  volumes  would  be  required.  The  second  volume 
JSin  course  of  preparation,  and  will  be  issued  by  the  ist  of  March. 
In  other  words,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction,  during  the  first  year 
01  my  incumbency  of  the  office  of  Director,  of  having  carried 
to  a  successful  conclusion  an  enterprise  which,  I  trust,  will  effectu- 
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ally  demonstrate  the  capabilities  of  the   Bureau  for  adequat 
fulfilling  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  created,  and  especially 
issuing  publications  not  only  of  practical  value  to  trade  but 
generally  recognized   importance   to   economists,  financiers, 
legislators  all   over  the   world.     As  to  this,   I    trust   I    shall 
acquitted  of  any  charge  of  egotism  in  praising  a  work  with  w 
I  have  been  so  closely   identified   by   the  testimony  submi 
herewith  in  the  form  of  a  large  number  of  unsolicited  letters  fm 
representative  men  and  business  organizations.    (InclosureX) 

Among  these,  will  be  found  words  of  commendation  from  t 
former  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Hon.  Ricii  ^fi 
Olney,  who  was  also  the  honored  chairman  of  your  commi  ttt 
and  one  of  the  strongest  advocates  of  the  system  under  whiclx  th 
Bureau  is  now  governed;  Hon.  Warner  Miller,  for  years  <^od 
spicuousjy  identified  with  the  Nicaragua  Canal ;  Mr.  William  E 
Curtis,  the  first  Director  of  the  Bureau;  Mr.  Clinton  Furbis* 
my  immediate  predecessor;  Mr.  Theodore  C.  Search,  preside "■ 
of  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers;  a  number  ^ 
well-known  business  men  who  have  long  been  identified  wi  ^ 
South  American  trade,  and  Senators  and  Representatives  — ^ 
the  United  States  Congress.  Copies  of  the  first  volume  ^ 
the  Directory  were  sent  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Republics  con^ 
posing  the  Union  on  the  nth  of  November,  1897,  and  on  tliC 
same  day,  a  copy  was  formally  presented  to  the  President  of  th^ 
United  States  by  representatives  of  the  Executive  Committee,  conr:a 
prising  Hon.  John  Sherman,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unite  "- 
States;  Senor  Don  MatIas  Romero,  Minister  from  Mexico,  an -i 
Senor  Dr.  Don  Martin  Garcia  Merou,  Minister  from  the  Arger^ 
tine  Republic.  A  full  account  of  the  proceedings  is  herewith: 
attached.  (Inclosure  XXII.)  Copies  were  also  transmitted  v:^ 
the  members  of  the  President's  Cabinet,  who  acknowledged  tl* 
receipt  of  them  in  cordial  terms  of  appreciation,  as  will  appear  fror' 
their  letters  presented  herewith.  (Inclosure  XXII.)  While 
is  believed  that  the  Directory  will  stand  the  test  of  the  most  search^ 
ing  criticism,  it  is  hoped  in  future  editions  to  make  it  still  mor" 
valuable  to  the  great  interests  it  was  intended  to  promote. 

The  experience  of  the  Bureau  in  connection  with  the  public^ 
tion  of  the  Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  almost  the  entir* 
edition  of  which  is  now  in  storage  awaiting  purchasers,  led  me  t^ 
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)t  the  methods  of  successful  publishing  houses  in  soliciting 
criptions  in  advance,  with  the  result  that  the  commercial 
irtment  of  the  Bureau,  necessarily  located  in  New  York,  as 
great  business  center  for  such  work,  succeeded,  up  to  January 
1  selling  3,079  copies  of  the  Commercial  Directory,  amount- 
to  $15,395.  The  total  cost  of  the  Directory,  including  the 
ipilation  and  editing  of  statistical  and  descriptive  matter  and 
ranslation  into  several  languages,  and  the  collection  and  classi- 
tion  of  more  than  100,000  names  of  business  firms,  was  about 
i,ooo.  The  proceeds  from  the  Directory  will  amount  to  about 
>,ooo,  making  the  net  cost  $28,000.  This  outlay,  it  seems  to 
is  fully  justified  by  the  large  results  to  the  common  interests 
ch  seem  to  be  assured. 

n  addition  to  the  Commercial  Directory,  which,  as  I  have 
cated,  has  absorbed  so  much  of  the  time  and  energies  of  the 
eau,  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  which  is  the  official  organ  of  the 
^rnational  Union,  has,  during  the  past  year,  been  greatly  enlarged 
improved.  The  edition  now  numbers  75,000  copies  each 
ith,  over  40,000  being  circulated  in  the  Latin-American  coun- 
s,  and  the  receipts  from  advertising  increased  from  $6,416.14 
ing  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897,  to  $13,025.24  during 
six  months  following  to  December  31,  1897,  or  more  than 
ible  the  proceeds  of  the  previous  year.  For  the  six  months 
B  January  1  to  July  1,  1898,  the  receipts  from  this  source  will 
bably  not  be  less  than  $30,000.  Ultimately,  it  is  hoped,  the 
ome  from  advertisements  will  make  the  Monthly  Bulletin 
-sustaining.  It  is  not  contemplated  to  make  the  Bulletin  a 
rce  of  profit  to  the  Bureau,  but  simply  to  obtain  the  means  to 
ure  the  best  material  for  its  pages  and  to  extend  its  circulation 
all  those  points  which  are  of  importance  in  developing  interna- 
fial  trade.  It  will  be  seen  that,  if  this  policy  is  pursued,  the 
LLETiN  must  eventually  become  a  great  agency  for  promoting 
interests  of  manufacturers  and  business  men  in  all  of  the  Repub- 
>.  I  was  disposed,  when  I  first  assumed  control  of  the  Bureau,  to 
w  with  some  doubt  the  policy  of  inserting  paid  advertisements 
the  Bulletin,  but  after  having  carefully  investigated  the  sub- 
t,  I  became  convinced  that,  throughout  the  American  Republics, 
a  result  of  the  adoption  of  the  system  by  the  conference  of  rep- 
^ntatives  of  the  International  Union  in  1896,  the  benefits  to  be 
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secured  fully  sustained  the  wisdom  of  the  action  taken  at  that  time. 
One  of  the  most  important  reasons  for  including  advertisemerits 
in  such  a  publication  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  it  is  only  from 
advertisements  that  people  in  one  country  can  obtain  information 
of  a  practical  character  as  to  the  trade  offerings,  manufactures,  a.nd 
business  opportunities  generally  in  other  countries.     This  is  clearly 
demonstrated  by  the  practical  experience  of  the  Bureau  in  the  receipt 
of  letters  from  a  large  number  of  manufacturers,  merchants,  and 
shippers  of  the  United  States,  informing  it  of  important  gains  in 
trade  as  a  result  of  the  direct  contact  between  seller  and  consumer, 
secured  by  means  of  advertising  in  the   Bulletin.     Attached  «=^^ 
this  report,  will  be  found  a  number  of  letters  from  leading  firnr"^^ 
in  the  United  States,  giving  specific  instances  of  business  obtaine^   ^ 
by  this  means.     (Inclosure  XXIII.)     The  benefits  described, ^^^ 
it  happens,  are  those  resulting  immediately  to  the  United  States--   ^ 
and  for  that  reason,  I  feel  that  the  Bureau  is  entitled  to  expec::;^^^^^ 
commensurate  support  frorn  this  country;  but  all  the  members 
the  International  Union  will  indubitably  reap  their  share  of  proi 
from  the  enlargement  of  commercial  intercourse  which  may  coi 
fidently  be  expected  to  follow. 

The  Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  which  was  begur 
under  instructions  from  the  International  Union  by  the  first  Dire( 
tor  of  the  Bureau,  was  completed  and  printed  in  a  more  conver 
ient  form  than  at  first  proposed,  in  three  volumes,  in  Englisl 
Spanish,  and  Portuguese,  with  the  equivalents  in  each  case  vt  n 
the  other  languages,  within  three  months  after  my  appointme^mt 
as  Director.  The  value  of  this  work,  carried  on  for  a  period  ^::3f 
seven  years,  is  generally  recognized  among  those  engaged  in 
Latin-American  trade,  and  it  will  no  doubt  be  possible,  in  cour^=^ 
of  time,  as  it  ih  analyzed  in  practical  use,  to  add  to  and  perfect  it:  — 

During  the  past  summer,  the  Bureau  issued  special  Handboofc?^^^ 
of  Alaska  and  Hawaii,  because  of  the  popular  interest  excit^^^ 
by  the  discovery  of  gold  in  the  former  and  the  proposed  annexe  -=^' 
tion  to  the  United  States  of  the  latter,  and  the  general  deman^^ 
for  information  which  it  was  thought  this  Bureau  should  suppl  ^' 
The  Hawaiian  Islands,  it  may  be  recalled,  though  not  formally  ^ 
member  of  the  Union,  were  included  in  the  original  programrr"*^ 

*See  February  Bulletin,  page  1312 — Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature,  adopt  ^^ 
by  United  States  Treasury  Department  as  standard  for  use  in  custom-houses. 
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its  operktions,  and  their  peculiar  relation  to  the  United  States 
ms  to  me  to  warrant  their  inclusion  in  the  general  scope  of  the 
ireau's  work.     For  the  same  reason,  Hawaii  was  incorporated 

Volume  I  of  the  Commercial  Directory.  The  work  of 
^mptly  publishing  changes  in  the  customs  tariffs  of  the  various 
untries  comprising  the  International  Union  was  carried  on  dur- 
g  the  year,  and  special  editions  of  new  tariff  laws  of  Peru  and 
e  United  States  were  issued,  the  latter  being  printed  in  Spanish, 
ortuguese,  and  French,  as  well  as  in  English.  Revised  editions 
I  the  Handbooks  of  Brazil,  Colombia,  Costa  Rica,  Mexico,  and 
enezuela  are  being  prepared,  and  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  possible 
1  enlarged  form  and  with  the  latest  statistical  information. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  publication  which  has  been  described, 
le  Bureau  has  extended  its  duties  by  creating  a  division  of  infor- 
lation,  with  the  view  to  answering  with  the  least  delay  and  as 
curately  and  fully  as  possible  the  many  requests  for  specific  data 
mceming  the  Latin-American  Republics  which  reach  it  from 
y  to  day.  Since  September  i,  nearly  400  communications  of 
is  character  have  been  received  and  answered  promptly,  after 
e  proper  investigation  had  been  made,  with  the  result  of  adding 
rgcly  to  the  knowledge  of  the  business  communities  of  the 
^xintries  interested  as  to  the  conditions  of  a  wider  exchange  of 
'oducts  among  themselves.  The  work  of  the  Bureau  having 
^en  so  greatly  increased,  it  was  found  necessary  to  largely  aug- 
ment the  force  to  meet  the  special  exigency  of  the  speedy  publi- 
*tion  of  the  Commercial  Directory.  After  the  emergency  had 
'^ssed,  the  force  was  reduced  more  nearly  to  normal  conditions; 
^t  I  may  say  frankly  that,  if  the  work  of  the  Bureau  is  to  corre- 
^ond  to  the  necessities  of  trade  development  among  the  Repub- 
'S  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  it  must  necessarily  employ  a 
■ge  and  expensive  staff.  Besides  a  considerable  clerical  force,  it 
absolutely  indispensable  that  it  should  be  provided  witli  effi- 
-nt  translators,  able  to  render  the  great  mass  of  data  prepared 

publication  promptly  into.  Spanish,  Portuguese,  and  French. 
In  addition  to  these,  it  should  have  at  its  command  the  services 

specially  qualified  writers  on  the  economic  conditions  which  lie 

the  base  of  any  successful  expansion  of  trade  among  the  Ameri- 

ti  Republics.     The  work,  which,  with  the  approval  of  the  Exec- 

ive  Committee,  it  would  afford   me   the   greatest  pleasure   to 
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prosecute  with  unrelaxing  energy,  requires  the  highest  class     o{ 
ability,  and  it  would  be  idle  to  conceal  the  fact  that  the  great  erkds 
of  the  International  Union  can  not  be  successfully  subserved  wi^th- 
out  a  much  larger  outlay  than  the  meager  resources  heretofore:    at 
the  command  of  the  Bureau.     This  is  the  more  evident  when     ^^t 
consider  the  fact  that  even  what  has  been  accomplished — imf:>crr- 
fectly  and  unsatisfactorily  as  it  must  have  been  to  my  predec^es- 
sors,   though  reflectiug  great  credit  upon   them   in  view  of    Xihit 
disadvantages  under  which  they  labored — could  not  have  b^^n 
secured  without  funds  largely  in  excess  of  the  appropriation  ne^r^cr 
more  than  $36,000  per  annum.     Investigation  will  show  that   thie 
former  Directors  of  the  Bureau  were  compelled  to  resort  to  varioiis 
expedients  to  enable  them  to  print  the  publications  which  h3.^e 
been  issued  from  time  to  time.     It  would  have  been  impossible-  to 
do  this  from  the  funds  at  their  command.     It  was  done  only"   by 
means  of  authority  obtained   from  the   Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  print  the  various   Handbooks  and  other  publications     as 
Congressional  documents,  to  be  paid  for  out  of,  the  general  print- 
ing fund.     Notwithstanding  this,  deficiencies  were  incurred  in  tlie 
account  with  the   Public  Printer,  and  the  fact  has  recently  dev  sl- 
oped that  these  amount  to  a  considerable  sum.     As  I  did  not  ha  "^^ 
the  advantage  enjoyed  by  my  predecessors  of  the  Congressior^-^l 
authority  indicated,  I  was  greatly  embarrassed  to  determine  hc^w 
the  difficulty  could  be  remedied.      However,   I   hope   that  th^^s 
matter  will  be  satifactorily  adjusted  by  the  Congress  of  the  Unit^^" 
States. 

The  temporary  addition  of  a  number  of  persons  to  the  workir:::*6 
force  of  the  Bureau  necessarily  increased  the  expenses,  and  th"^^^ 
demands  of  the  work  since  then  have  laid  a  heavy  tax  on  rir""^^ 
Bureau's  resources  from  advertising,  besides  exhausting  the  regult^^=^ 
appropriation.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  called  the  attentio-^^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  to  the  matter,  an 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  asked  to  make  an  urgei 
deficiency  appropriation  of  $41,972  to  meet  the  expenses  of  th 
Bureau  for  the  six  months  ending  June  30,  1898.  This  appn 
priation  was  made  without  objection — a  fact  which  demonstrate: 
the  appreciation  by  Congress  of  the  practical  value  of  the  Bureau': 
work.  The  recommendation  has  also  been  made  to  Congress  t< 
appropriate  the   full   sum   of  $36,000   for  the   expenses  of  th^^ 
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Bureau  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899.  1  wish  to  say, 
biowever,  that  this  amount,  in  my  judgment,  is  far  from  being 
commensurate  with  the  prospective  needs  of  the  Bureau,  and  I 
'cspectfully  suggest  to  the  representatives  of  the  countries  com- 
Dosing  the  International  Union  that  steps  be  taken  to  secure  to 
Jhe  Bureau  the  use  of  the  amounts  contributed  by  the  other 
Republics,  which  amounts,  at  present,  are  paid  into  the  United 
States  Treasury  to  reimburse  the  latter  to  the  extent  of  the  quotas 
3f  the  different  countries.  This  would  make  the  revenue  of  the 
Bureau  from  such  sources  about  $45,000  or  $50,000.  Even  this 
»^ould  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  actual  requirements,  and  it  is 
loped  that  means  will  be  taken  to  secure  to  the  Bureau  an  income 
^rresponding  to  the  dignity  and  practical  value  of  its  work. 
One  of  the  objects  which  I  have  had  in  mind  from  the  moment 
became  familiar  with  the  capabilities  of  the  Bureau  has  been 
he  active  cooperation  of  all  of  the  members  of  the  International 
>  nion — not  merelv  the  Governments  of  those  countries  to  which  I 
ni  indebted  for  valuable  support  and  encouragement,  but  the 
idustrial  and  trade  interests  of  every  kind.  It  has  seemed  to  me 
hat  this  object  might  be  best  served  by  the  appointment  of  com- 
nissioners  representing  the  Bureau  to  serve  without  pay  in  the 
eading  industrial  and  commercial  centers  of  the  different  countries, 
tt  would  be  the  special  duty  of  the  Bureau  to  keep  such  repre- 
sentatives fully  informed  from  its  various  sources  of  intelligence 
IS  to  trade  developments  and  opportunities,  the  market  conditions, 
'^quirements  of  consumers,  etc.,  in  the  other  countries,  and  the 
'Ornmissioners,  in  their  turn,  would  contribute  to  the  Bureau  a 
jTeat  mass  of  valuable  data  from  their  respective  localities,  besides 
'Erecting  the  attention  of  others  in  their  immediate  neighborhood 
^  the  work  of  the  Bureau.  I  trust  that  this  idea  will  commend 
fself  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  that  I  may  have  the  benefit 
^*  its  cooperation  in  what  seems  to  me  to  be  a  practical  and 
''3.1  liable  means  of  extending  trade  relations. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  the  Executive  Committee  that 

^^e  Bureau,  in  pursuance  to  the  committee's  recommendation  and 

^^rough  the  good   offices  of   the   representatives  of   the   Latin- 

^^erican  countries  in  the   United  States,  and  of  the  ministers 

^^credited  by  the  United  States  to  those  Republics,  has  obtained 

^c  Valuable  privilege  of  sending  its  mail  matter  for  distribution 
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free  in  the  Republics  of  Costa  Rica,  Ecuador,  Guatemala,  Haiti, 
Honduras,  Nicaragua,  and  Venezuela.     The  importance  to  th^ 
Bureau  of  this  concession  was  impressed  upon  me  shortly  after 
took  charge  of  its  affairs,  and  I  have  to  express  my  appreciation  ca 
the  promptitude  with  which  my  request  was  acceded  to  by  tim, 
various  Republics.     Previous  to  that  time,  Mexico  was  the  onL 
country  in  the  International  Union  which  had  extended  the  priv 
lege  to  the  publications  and  correspondence  of  the   Bureau, 
trust  that,  in  course  of  time,  all  of  the  members  of  the   Interna 
tional  Union  will  be  included  in  this  arrangement,  which  greatl 
economizes  the  outlay  of  the  Bureau  for  miscellaneous  expense- 
One  of  the  most  encouraging  of  the  evidences  of  the  growin^ 
appreciation  of  the  Bureau's  work  which  have  come  to  my  atter" 
tion   has    been    the    active    interest  shown    by  great   organize  - 
trade  bodies  of  the  United  States,  such  as  the   National  Associs 
tion  of  Manufacturers,   the     Philadelphia    Museum,  the  expo 
associations  of  New  York,  the  Spanish  Club  of  St.  Louis,  ana 
others.     These  various  organizations  have,  for  some  time,  macz: 
special  efforts  to  cultivate  and  develop  trade  relations  between  th~ 
United   States  and   its  southern  neighbors.      The   Philadelph 
Museum  gave  striking  evidence  of  its  liberality  and  enterprise  :i 
this  direction  in  the  tour  of  Latin-American  business  men  throug 
the  United  States  last  summer,  which  was  the  result  of  its  speci  - 
efforts,  and  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers  has  recent  1 
taken  a  practical  step  of  great  importance  in  the  establishment  ^ 
a  sample  warehouse  at  Caracas.     All  of  these  organizations  re::^ 
ognize  the  fact  that  this  Bureau  could  be  made  a  potent  instr  ^ 
mentality,  not  of  anticipating  or  superseding  their  work,  but  ^ 
assisting  in  intelligent  and  well-directed  efforts.     My  conceptic 
of  the  mission  of  the  Bureau  is  that  of  a  broad  agency  for  poi* 
ing  out    the    way   and    removing    obstacles    to  individual    ar' 
corporate  enterprises.      The  business   features  which  have  be^ 
introduced  in   the  management  of  the   Bureau   have  been  onll 
those  which,  it  seemed  to  me,  were  useful  to  this  end.     It  wouB 
be  unfortunate,  in  my  judgment,  if  tht-  Bureau  were  to  confli* 
unnecessarily  in  matters  of  detail  with  any  organized  agency  fS 
promoting  trade.     All   such  agencies,  it  seems  to  me,  should  t 
developed  and  encouraged,  and  I  am  confident  that  their  interes- 
will  be  best  promoted  by  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  in  its  effor' 
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to  infiise  intelligence  and  energy  into  the  general  course  of  trade 
between  the  different  countries.  Whatever  tends  to  the  increase 
€>{  the  Bureau's  resources  and  to  improving  its  efficiency  must,  in 
the  end,  redound  to  the  advantage  of  all  who  are  endeavoring  to 
obtain  a  larger  share  of  the  commerce  among  the  various  Repub- 
lics. For  the  same  reason,  the  Bureau  is  obviously  interested  in 
tiie  various  enterprises  for  holding  expositions  of  the  industries 
and  commerce  of  the  different  members  of  the  union,  for  estab- 
lishing museums  of  manufactured  goods  and  other  products,  for 
e:xtending  the  agencies  of  commercial  intelligence,  and  kindred 
undertakings. 

In  this  connection,   1  wish  to  call  particular  attention  to  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  at  Omaha  during  the  coming  sum- 
mer, the  Pan-American   Exposition  in   1899  in   Buffalo,  which 
appeals  especially  to  the  International  Union  for  the  most  gen- 
erous measure  of  support,  and  to  the  Paris  Exposition  in  1900,  as 
^ell  as  to  contemplated  expositions  in  the  various  countries  of  the 
l^nion.    In  my  judgment,  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics 
should  be  adequately  represented  at  all  of  thc;;5e  expositions,  and 
4e  necessity  creates  an  additional  reason  for  a  large  increase  of 
4e  Bureau's  resources.     I  respectfully  commend  this  subject  to 
^c  special  attention  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  would  be 
S^d  to  have  a  formal  declaration  of  its  approval  of  the  policy 
indicated. 

Another  subject  which  has  engaged  my  earnest  attention,  and 

^'^'chhas  interested  me  more  and  more  as  I   have  familiarized 

'^ysclf  with  the  practical  conditions  of  trade  among  the  different 

^^ntries  of  this  Hemisphere,  is  the  absolute  necessity  of  efficient 

^'procity  agreements  for  the  proper  development  of  American 

^^^  among  Americans.     This  subject,  as  the  Executive  Com- 

/^tee  is  aware,  is  receiving  the  attention  of  a  Special  Commis- 

^tr  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  and  1  sincerely  trust 

^-^  his  labors  will  be  fruitful  of  practical  results  for  all  the  coun- 

^^  of  the  International  Union.     There  can  be  no  question,  it 

^^rus  to  me,  that  the  manufacturers  of  the   United   States  are 

.^P'y  anxious  to  conclude  arrangements  of  this  character  which 

^^t  enable  them  to  dispose  of  their  products  among  the   Latin 

^^erican  countries,  and  that  their  influence  will  tend  most  power- 

^lly  toward  such  concessions  as  will  secure  those  countries  broader 
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outlets  for  their  products  in  the  United  States.     It  seems  to  me 
to  be  my  special  duty  to  aid  such  a  movement  in  every  way  in 
my  power,  and  it  is  particularly  gratifying  to  me  to  observe  th^ 
many  indications  of  a  similar  spirit,  not  only  in  the  United  State3-» 
but  in  the   Republics  with  which  it  is  associated  in  the   Intcf 
national  Union. 

It  is  a  source  of  deep  regret  to  me  that  the  condition  of  my  healtf^ 
during  the  past  six  months  has  been  such  as  to  prevent  me  froir"^ 
carrying  out  the  plans  I  had  proposed  for  myself  with  the  energy^ 
which  my  constant  presence  on  the  spot  would  have  permitted  mer^ 
to  exert.      1   trust,  however,  that   none  of  the  interests  of  the 
Bureau  have  suffered,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  will  be  found 
to  have  been  substantially  advanced.     With  restored  health,  it 
will  be  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  me  to  resume  my  duties,  with 
the  consciousness  of  having  earned  your  approval,  and  to  feel  that 
I  may  count  upon  your  cooperation  in  enlarging  the  work  of  the 
Bureau  and  directing  it  into  such  channels  as  will  lead  it  finally 
to  the  full  fruition  of  the  wise  and  liberal  plans  of  the  International 
Union  at  its  creation. 

Attached  hereto  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the   Bureau   to  January  1,  1898.     (Inclosure  XXIV.) 

With  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  honorable  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  to  the  distinguished  ministers  com- 
posing it,  for  guidance  and  advice  at  various  critical  states  of  the 
Bureau's  affairs  during  the  past  year, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  P.  Smith, 

Director* 

[Inclosures.] 

I-XX.   Publications  of  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics. 

XXI.  Letters  commending  the  Commercial  Directory. 
XXII.   Account  of  the  presentation  of  the  Commercial  Directory  to  the  Presi- 
lent  of  the  United  States,  with  letter  of  transmittal,  and  letters  from 
the  Members  of  the  Cabinet  regarding  it. 

XX I I I.  Letters  from  business  men  in  regard  to  advertisements  in  the  Monthly 

Bulletin. 

XXIV.  Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Bureau. 

These  inclosures  are  omitted  here  on  account  of  their  length. 

*Mr.  Smith  was  too  ill  when  the  above  report  was  submitted  to  him  to  formally 
approve  it.  As  previously  explained,  it  was  prepared  in  accordance  with  ntemoranda 
written  bv  him. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS  IN  THE  BULLETIN. 

"he  following  circular  letter,  explanatory  of  the  action  of  the 
icutive  Committee  in  terminating  the  contract  with  Mr. 
t\RLES  E.  Locke,  late  advertising  agent  of  the  Bureau,  has 
n  sent  to  advertisers  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  organized 
le  bodies,  trade  newspapers,  prominent  business  men,  etc.: 

Bureau  of  the  American  Republics, 
International  Union  of  American  Republics, 

Washington,  U,  S,  A,,  March  j,  iSpS, 

in:  You  are  informed  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
cmational  Union  of  American  Republics,  on  the  28th  of  February,  I  was 
•ointed  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics  for  a  period  not 
:xceed  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  in  order  that  the  affairs  of  the 
rcau  might  be  reorganized.      zAt  this  meeting  I  was  instructed  to  terminate 

contract  with  Mr.  Charles  E.  Locke  for  obtaining  advertisements  and  sub- 
piions  to  publications  of  the  Bureau  on  commission,  it  having  been  found 
t  this  method  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  Bureau  entailed  expenditures 
;ely  in  excess  of  the  returns,  and  also  brought  the  Bureau  into  conflict  with 

interests  of  the  trade  newspapers  and  publishing  houses  of  the  United  States. 
The  original  purpose  of  the  Executive  Committee,  which,  as  you  know,  is 
^posed  of  representatives  of  Latin  American  Republics  as  well  as  the  United 
tcs,  was  to  obtain  a  revenue  from  advertisements,  which  would  increase  the 
fulness  of  the  Bureau  without  entailing  additional  expense  upon  the  Govern- 
^ts  interested. 

^t  is  believed  that  this  purpose  can  be  subserved  without  injury  to  private 
Crests  in  this  country,  by  continuing  to  accept  advertisements  for  the  Monthly 
LLETiN  of  the  Bureau,  and  making  that  publication  so  valuable  that  it  will 
rit  the  support  not  only  of  firms  seeking  markets  in  Latin  American  coun- 
ts and  of  exporters  in  the  latter  who  wish  to  sell  their  goods  in  the  United 
atcs,  but  of  the  trade  newspapers  and  all  other  interests  that  would  be  bene- 
cd  by  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  Latin  American  trade. 

The  details  of  this  feature  of  the  Bureau's  work  have  not  yet  been  perfected, 
^^  in  the  meantime  I  respectfully  request  your  careful  consideration  of  the 
'iDjcct,  and  would  be  glad  to  have  the  benefit  of  your  support  in  my  efforts  to 
arry  out  what   I  personally  know  was   the  earnest  wish   of  the  late  Director, 

"•Joseph  P.  Smith,  by  putting  the  work  of  this  Bureau  upon  a  dignified  and 
proper  plane  and  making  it  an  active  agency  for  the  promotion  of  trade  among 
•^e  American  Republics. 

°cspectf\illy,  yours,  Frederic  Emory, 

Director', 
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TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA.— IX* 

INTERNAL  RESOURCES  OF  CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

In  the  February  number  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  the  intern 
resources  of  Mexico  were  treated  of  We  are  now  to  take  up  tl 
resources  of  Central  America,  which  is  one  of  the  three  gre 
sections  into  which  our  Continent  is  divided.  With  a  territori 
area  almost  equal  to  that  of  France,  Central  America  has  a  pop 
lation  less  than  that  of  Belgium,  whose  territory  is  much  small 
than  that  of  the  Republic  of  Costa  Rica.  Endowed  with  tl 
richest  soil,  supplying  in  abundance  all  the  products  of  the  tro 
ical  zone,  viith  an  unrivaled  geographical  position,  enjoying  ami 
and  healthful  climate,  with  an  immense  coast  line  on  both  ocean 
and  with  the  prospect  of  an  interoceanic  canal  across  its  territjr 
Central  America  has  a  brilliant  future  before  her,  and  she  is  de 
tined  to  become  one  of  the  grand  emporiums  for  the  commerce  • 
the  universe.  The  want  of  adequate  means  of  communicatic 
between  the  five  States  has  impeded,  up  to  a  certain  point,  rf 
development  of  that  beautiful  land.  But  for  the  past  few  year 
activity  has  been  noticeable  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  an< 
although  up  to  the  present  day,  they  are  devoted  to  the  interic 
traffic  of  each  section,  later  on  they  will  unite  the  sections  and  thi 
give  a  great  impulse  to  industry,  agriculture,  and  commerce. 

The  principal  railroads  in  Central  America  at  present  are  tt 
following:  In  Guatemala,  the  Southern  Railroad,  which  star 
from  the  port  of  San  Jose,  on  the  Pacific,  passes  through  Escuint 
and  terminates  at  the  capital  after  traversinga  distance  of  7 5  mile 
the  Western  Railroad,  41  miles  in  length,  which  unites  San  Felif 
with  the  port  of  Champerico ;  a  branch  of  the  Southern  Railroa« 
connecting  Escuintlaand  Patulul;  a  line  from  Iztapa  to  the  static 
of  Naranjo,  on  the  Southern  or  Central  Railroad,  and  a  section  * 
1 29  miles  of  the  Northern  Railroad,  from  Puerto  Barrios  to  Rand 
de  San  Agustin.  In  Salvador,  there  is  the  line  from  the  port 
Acajutla  to  the  city  of  Santa  Ana;  that  from  Armenia  to  Ceib 
and  that  from  Santa  Tecla  to  the  capital.     Honduras  has  a  railro; 

*  The  first  article  of  this  series,  by  the  late  Joseph  P.  Smith,  Director,  was  publish 
in  the  Monthly  Bllletin  for  July,  1897.  The  series  will  be  continued  by  various c( 
tributors  on  the  lines  laid  down  bv  Mr.  Smith. 
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cting  Puerto  Cortez  with  San  Pedro  Sula.  In  Nicaragua, 
is  an  excellent  railroad  line  divided  into  two  sections.  The 
xtending  from  Corinto  to  Momotombo,  on  Lake  Managua,  a 
ice  of  58  miles;  the  other,  32  miles  in  length,- extends  from 
ida  to  the  capital,  situated  on  the  shore  of  the  same  lake, 
nunication  between  this  latter  point  and  Momotombo  is 
ained  by  means  of  small,  but  very  commodious  and  well- 
"ucted,  steamers. 

sta  Rica  has  two  railroads  open  to  traffic ;  one  running  toward 
tlantic,  the  other  toward  the  Pacific.  The  first  is  the  more 
tant  of  the  two,  since  it  unites  the  capital  with  its  port  of 
»n,  the  principal  port  of  the  Republic,  and  one  of  the  best  in 
al  America.  This  line  has  a  length  of  1 17  miles,  and  termi- 
at  Alajuela.  The  other  line  runs  from  Esparta  to  the  port 
mtarenas,  being  only  14^^  miles  long.  Among  the  railroads 
inder  construction  in  Central  America,  the  following  ought 
mentioned:  In  Guatemala,  the  Northern  Railway,  between 
o  Barrios  and  the  capital  of  the  Republic,  a  part  of  which  is 
ly  completed,  as  has  been  stated ;  in  Salvador,  a  railroad  from 
art  of  Union  to  the  capital,  which  will  have  a  length  of  more 
loo  kilometers  (124  miles),  passing  the  principal  cities  of  the 
is  now  about  completed.  The  section  between  Ceiba  and 
L  Tecla  is  also  being  constructed.  In  Nicaragua,  the  work 
e  railway  from  Masaya  to  Diriamba,  traversing  one  of  the 
)ns  of  the  country  where  coffee  is  best  produced,  is  far 
iced.  In  Costa  Rica,  the  construction  of  the  railroad  to  the 
ic  has  been  commenced. 

le  principal  products  of  Central  America  are  coffee,  sugar, 
•,  indigo,  corn,  tobacco,  rubber,  hides,  lumber,  dyewoods,  and 
e  tropical  fruits,  among  which  the  foremost  is  the  banana. 
Central  American  coffee  is  famed  in  all  the  markets  of  the 
l.  Its  cultivation  has  developed  marvelously  of  late  years, 
:ontinues  on  the  increase,  despite  the  fact  that  the  price  of  the 
nodity  has  decreased  considerably.  In  Guatemala  and  Costa 
,  the  coffee  crop  represents  the  major  part  of  the  domestic  pro- 
on.  In  the  first-named  Republic,  in  1892,  there  were  devoted 
!  cultivation  of  coffee  something  over  964  caballeruis  (about 
>44  acres),  and  the  number  of  trees  was  at  that  time  64, 186,922. 

yield  in  that  year  amounted  to  36,999,464  pounds. 
Bull.  No.  9-:— 2 


• 
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Coffee  is  the  great  product  of  Costa  Rica,  where  it  was  first 
introduced  in  1796,  and  the  article  produced  in  that  country  is  of  a 
superior  quality,  as  is  demonstrated  by  the  high  prices  it  has 
obtained  in  the  markets  of  Europe,  principally  in  England. 
The  annual  exports  amount  to  nearly  40,000,000  pounds.  At 
the  Chicago  Exposition,  there  were  75  exhibitors  of  Costa  Rican 
coffee,  of  which  55  received  awards,  a  proportion  which  none  of 
the  other  countries  which  figured  in  that  great  exhibition  succeeded 
in  attaining.  Coffee  is  produced  in  all  the  departments  of  the 
Republic  of  Salvador.  On  the  uplands,  in  the  interior  of  Hon- 
duras, the  coffee  produced  is  excellent  in  quality,  and,  although 
up  to  the  present  time  the  production  has  been  limited,  the  indi- 
cations all  point  to  a  notable  increase  in  the  near  future.  In  a 
report  addressed  to  the  Department  of  State,  under  date  of  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1897,  treating  of  the  cultivation  of  coffee  in  Nicaragua, 
Minister  Baker  expresses  himself  as  follows: 

"As  going  to  illustrate  the  growth  of  this  industry  in  that  sec- 
tion. I  note  that  when  I  came  here  four  years  ago  there  were  but 
28  Americans — men,  women,  and  children;  there  are  now  in  the 
colony  90  Americans.     *     *     *     In  1893,  the  number  of  coffee 
trees,  but  few  in  bearing,  was  reported  to  be  less  than  50,000;  at 
this  time  the  number  exceeds  7,000,000.     With  a  good  season,  it 
is  estimated  that  the  crop  next  year  will,  owing  to  the  young  trees 
coming   into   bearing,   reach  the  amount  of  4,000,000  pounds^ 
The  American  capital  represented  about  Matagalpa  in  1893  did — 
not  exceed  $50,000  (United  States  currency).     At  the  presencn 
time,  the  investments  in  coffee  culture  of  American  companie^= 
aggregate  $405,000,  and  individual  investments  $  1 5^,000,  making 
a  total  of  $560,000  (gold)." 

According  to  data  furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  th 
Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States,  the  exports  of  coffc 
from  Central  America  to  this  country  were,  in  1897,  as  follows: 

From  Costa  Rica $3»439»3! 

From  Guatemala 1,862,51 

From  Honduras ^47»2; 

From  Nicaragua 1 ,262,7* 

From  Salvador i ,  1 1 2,5 

All  these  amounts  are  in  United  States  gold. 

The  cacao  of  Central  America  is  deservedly  renowned,  an 
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:  of  Guatemala  is  the  best  in  the  world,  but  nearly  all  of  it  is 
sumed  in  the  country;  hence,  it  does  not  constitute  an  impor- 
:  article  of  exportation.  Cattle  raising  is  one  of  the  great 
ustries  of  Central  America,  and  of  all  the  five  States,  Hondu- 
is  probably  the  one  which  combines  the  greatest  advantages 
this  occupation,  although  Guatemala  and  Nicaragua  also  otFer 
n  on  a  large  scale.  The  Central  American  tobacco  is  as  good 
hat  of  Mexico,  and  Salvadorean  cigars  enjoy  a  great  and  well- 
ited  reputation.  The  plantain,  or  banana,  is  one  of  the  most 
)ortant  products  of  Central  America.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
ly  cultivated  plants  and  yields  the  largest  returns  with  the 
htest  efforts.  The  export  of  this  article  from  various  points  of 
Central  American  coast  on  the  Atlantic,  has  largely  increased 
[  is  growing  year  by  year.  The  whole  crop  is  shipped  to  the 
ited  States,  and  there  are  steamship  lines  devoted  almost  exclu- 
*ly  to  this  trade. 

Central  America  is  one  of  the  sections  of  the  New  World 
lest  in  minerals;  gold,  silver,  iron,  copper,  lead,  quicksilver, 
il,  etc.,  are  found  almost  everywhere.  The  exploitation  of  gold 
nes  constitutes  a  great  industry,  many  foreign  companies  being 
^ed  therein.  Honduras  is  perhaps  the  Central  American 
antry  which  contains  the  largest  number  of  mines,  and  its 
neral  wealth  is  incalculable;  but  Guatemala,  Nicaragua,  and 
)sta  Rica  also  occupy  a  very  prominent  place  by  reason  of  their 
posits  of  gold  and  other  metals.  The  working  of  these  deposits 
s  not  yet  reached  a  full  state  of  development,  and  everything 
-ms  to  indicate  that  what  is  known  up  to  the  present  time  of 

*  great  metalliferous  wealth  of  Central  America  will  appear  as 
ry  meager  when  what  is  still  to  be  disclosed  shall  have  been 
d  bare.  To  detail  one  by  one  the  products  of  the  privileged 
il  of  Central  America  would  be  an  onerous  task,  but  what  is 
-orded  above  demonstrates  how  rich  is  that  land  which  inhab- 
d  to-day  by  scarcely  more  than  3,000,000  of  people,  although 
could  amply  accommodate  30,000,000,  yields,  in  proportion 
its  population,  as  much  as  the  most  productive  countries  of 

*  globe. 

The  trade  of  the  United  States  with  the  Central  American 
mtries  has  largely  increased  of  late  years.     According  to  data 
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furnished  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States,  the  exports  of  the  latter  country  to 
Central  America  during  the  fiscal  year  1896-97  were  as  follows: 

To  Costa  Rica $1,292,709 

To  Guatemala 2,992, 1 1  ^ 

To  Honduras 669,63 ; 

To  Nicaragua 1 ,038,66  ^ 

To  Salvador 1,596,861 

The  imports  into  the  United  States  from  those  countries  dur- 
ing the  same  period  were  as  follows : 

From  Costa  Rica $3>439»374 

From  Guatemala 1,862,589 

From  Honduras 847,230 

From  Nicaragua .  .    1 ,262,701 

From  Salvador 1 , 1 1 2, 5  34 

Central  America  offers  a  vast  field  for  the  enterprising  spirit  of 
the  American  people.  Its  ports  are  in  constant  communication 
with  those  of  the  United  States  on  the  Atlantic  and  on  the  Pacific. 
The  principal  lines  of  navigation  between  this  country  and  the 
Central  American  States  are  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company, 
whose  steamers  leave -San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  touch  at  all  the 
Pacific  ports  of  Central  America;  the  Atlas  Line,  whose  steamers 
run  to  Limon,  in  Costa  Rica,  Puerto  Barrios,  in  Guatemala,  and 
to  San  Juan  del  Norte,  in  Nicaragua;  the  Panama  Railroad 
Steamship  Line,  which  makes  regular  trips  between  New  York 
and  Colon,  in  Colombia,  and  the  vessels  of  which  connect  with 
those  of  the  Pacific  Mail  plying  between  Panama  and  Central 
American  ports;  the  New  York  and  Central  American  Steam- 
ship Company,  plying  between  New  York  and  Puerto  Barrios: 
the  New  Orleans,  Belize  Royal  Mail  and  Central  American 
Steamship  Company  (Limited),  running  between  New  Orleans 
and  Puerto  Barrios;  the  Royal  Mail  Steamship  Company,  whose 
vessels  run  weekly  from  New  Orleans  to  Puerto  Cortez,  besides 
other  lines. 

Owing  to  its  proximity  to  the  United  States,  Central  America 
must  naturally,  daily,  more  closely  bind  its  commercial  relations 
with  this  country,  since  the  articles  which  the  five  States  consume, 
being  produced  here  as  well  or  better  than  in  Europe,  there  seems 
to  exist  no  reason  whatever  for  their  seeking  them  on  the  farther 
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de  of  the  Atlantic.  If,  up  to  this  time,  the  trade  of  those  coun- 
ies  with  the  United  States  has  not  assumed  the  importance 
^hich  ought  to  characterize  it,  and  will  distinguish  it  at  no  very 
jture  day,  this  is  due,  in  great  part,  to  the  fact  that  in  some  points 
f  Central  America  the  value  of  the  industries  of  the  United 
tates  is  not  well  appreciated.  The  manufacturers  of  this  country 
ave,  perhaps,  not  exerted  themselves  sufficiently  in  making 
nown  their  products  to  the  Central  American  merchants,  and  it 
not  strange,  therefore,  that  the  latter,  accustomed  for  many 
ears  to  trade  with  Europe,  still  continue  to  do  so  on  a  consider- 
ble  scale,  notwithstanding  the  distance  separating  Central  America 
-om  the  markets  of  the  Old  World. 

When  a  commercial   current   has   once  been  established,  to 
ieviate  it  is  a  difficult  task ;  and  this  can  only  be  accomplished 
chrough  great  and  constant  efforts,  which  shall  make  patent  to 
consumers  the  advantages  which  a  new  market  offers  over  the  old 
one.     Moreover,  trade  being  a  question  of  interest  and  not  of  sen- 
timent, reciprocity  is  indispensable  to  its  development,  for  every 
country  always  seeks  to  supply  its  needs  from  that  which  in  turn 
takes  its   products    in   exchange.     The  day  when  the   Central 
American  merchants  shall  become  convinced  that  the  articles  they 
export  can  be  sold  more  advantageously  in  the  United  States  than 
in  Europe,  and  that  they  can  purchase  in  this  country,  at  the  same 
price  and  under  like  conditions,  commodities  as  good  as  or  even 
'^tter  than  those  they  buy  in  France,  England,  and  Germany,  for 
example,  all  the  Central  American  trade  will  be  carried  on  with 
^is  country,  for  the  reason  that  the  distance  which  separates  the 
Central  American  ports  from  the  great  industrial  centers  of  Europe 
^ould  render  impossible  the  competition  of  the  latter. 

From  New  York  to  the  port  of  Limon,  in  Costa  Rica,  is  2,025 

'^iles,  and  from   New  Orleans  to   the  same   point   only  1,340. 

^^om  San  Francisco  to  Puntarenas,  Costa  Rica,  is  2,793  miles; 

^^i  this  being  the  most  southern  Central  American  Republic,  it 

^^  is  apparent  that  its  ports  are  somewhat  more  distant  from  the 

United  States   than  those  of  Guatemala,   Salvador,  Honduras, 

^nd  Nicaragua.    Nevertheless,  compare  these  distances  with  those 

ving  between  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Central  America  and  the 

Ports  of  England,  France,  and  Germany,  and  the  advantageous 

Position  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  the  Central  Amer- 
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ican  trade  will  be  noticeable  at  once.  The  establishment  of 
perrrianent  exhibition  of  American  manufactures  in  Centn 
America,  like  that  which  has  been  opened  at  the  capital  of  Ver 
ezuela,  would  notably  contribute  to  the  object  in  view.  Th 
sending  of  competent  commercial  travelers,  acquainted  with  th 
country,  its  tastes,  and  language,  who  would  demonstrate  to  th 
Central  American  people  in  a  practical  manner  that  the  Unite 
States  can  furnish  them  all  the  articles  now  provided  by  Europe 
would  also  be  of  great  utility. 

But  there  is  one  point  which  can  not  be  too  strongly  dwelt  upor 
and  that  is  the  matter  of  credits,  which  are  the  basis  of  the  trad 
between  the ,  Latin- American  and  the  European  nations.     Unti 
the  merchants  of  Central  America  obtain  in  the  United  States  th 
same  terms  granted  them  in  Europe  for  making  payments  th 
desired  object  will  not  be  accomplished.     And  it  were  well  the 
this  should  always  be  borne  in  mind,  for  it  is  the  starting  point « 
the  whole  question.     It  is  evident  that,  despite  the  obstacles  it  h:: 
encountered,  the  development  of  trade  between  the  United  Star 
and  Central  America  is  daily  becoming  more  noticeable;  but 
United  States  markets  were  better  known  there;  if  the  bankir 
facilities  were  greater;  if  the  United  States  manufacturers  woi»> 
exert  themselves  to  cater  to  the  special  taste  of  the  people,  ofFeri« 
them  the  articles  to  which  they  are  accustomed ;  and,  above  alU 
they  would  sell  at  the  prices  that  Europe  offers  them  and  unc5 
identical  conditions,  the  time  when  the  merchants  of  the  Unit! 
States  will  control  the  trade  from  Guatemala  to  Costa  Rica  wi^ 
out  encountering  competition  worthy  of  consideration  will  not 
long  in  coming. 

Central  America  has  always  awakened  great  sympathy  amoi 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  prominent  statesmen,  writ^ 
and  economists  of  this  country  have  devoted  special  attention 
it.  The  great  Republic  can  not  be  indifferent  to  the  developm^ 
of  nations  to  which  it  is  bound  by  historical  traditions  as  well 
political  and  commercial  interests,  a  land  for  which,  as  we  hat' 
said  above,  the  future  holds  so  brilliant  a  promise.  That  portion  * 
the  American  continent  which  serves  as  a  bond  of  union  for  tl 
two  great  sections  of  the  North  and  of  the  South  has  attracted  t 
it  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  referring  to  it  a  distinguised  AmericaJ 
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traveller,  E.  G.  Squier,  more  than  forty  years  ago  wrote  these 
lines,  which  reveal  his  penetrating  mind : 

"  The  natural  relations  of  Central  America,  as  indicated  by  the 
physical  hcts  already  pointed  out,  are  clearly  with  the  Pacific  and 
the  States  which  now  exist  or  may  spring  into  existence  upon  that 
coast.  To  California  and  the  greater  part  of  Mexico,  as  also  to 
some  of  the  States  of  South  America,  it  must  come  sooner  or 
later  to  sustain  a  position  corresponding  with  that  which  the  West 
Indies  have  held  toward  the  United  States  and  Europe,  with  the 
important  addition  of  being  an  established  route  of  travel,  and 
perhaps  ultimately  of  commerce  between  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Hemispheres.  Its  destiny  is  plainly  written  in  the  outlines  of  its 
coast,  and  it  is  printed  on  its  surface  not  less  than  demonstrated 
by  its  geographical  position." 


ARGENTINA-^PERU. 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  TRADE  BETWEEN  THE  TWO  REPUBLICS. 

Seiior  Guesalga,  Minister  of  the  Argentine  Republic  to  Peru, 
has  recently  written  an  extended  article  on  the  subject  of  com- 
merce between  his  country  and  Peru,  setting  forth  the  great  pos- 
sibilities and  opportunities  which  exist  for  the  development  of  a 
^arge  intertrade.  He  makes  the  remarkable  statement  that  at 
present  there  is  not  one  dollar's  worth  of  commerce  between  Peru 
3nd  the  Argentine  Republic.  Peru  produces  and  manufactures 
Petroleum  and  salt  on  a  large  scale.  It  also  produces  wines,  etc. 
1^  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  import  duty  imposed  on 
^^rious  Argentine  products  by  the  present  United  States  tariff, 
^d  a  corresponding  advance  in  the  Argentine  tariff  on  petroleum 
from  the  United  States,  Senor  Guesalga  argues  that  this  is  a  pro- 
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pitious  time  for  the  introduction  of  the  Peruvian  article  into  his 
country. 

According  to  statistics,  the  importation  of  petroleum  into  the 
Argentine  Republic  figures  for  about  $905,000  (gold)  annually. 
The  production  of  salt  in  Peru,  which  is  a  Government  monopoly, 
is  also  of  great  importance.  The  Argentine  Republic  imports 
from  Europe,  annually,  salt  to  the  amount  of  $400,000,  gold. 
Spain  alone  imported  into  the  Republic  in  1895,  635,235  hecto- 
liters, valued  at  $380,000,  gold. 

There  are  two  lines  of  steamers  plying  regularly  between 
Callao  and  Buenos  Ayres — the  "Kosmos"  (German)  and  the 
Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  (British),  whose  rates  of 
fi*eight  are  relatively  low. 

Sefior  GuESALGA  advocates,  in  his  article,  a  commercial  treaty 
between  the  two  countries,  under  which  Argentine  wheat  and 
flour  might  be  admitted  into  Peru  free  of  duty,  with  a  reciprocal 
clause  applicable  to  Peruvian  petroleum  and  salt. 

Peru  imports  wheat  from  Chile,  New  Zealand,  and  Califomi 
the  consumption  amounting  annually  to  about  70,000,000  kil 
grams.  The  Argentine  live  stock,  jerked  meat,  etc^  could  al 
go  to  Peru. 

The  present  production  of  petroleum  in  Peru  is  approximate 
500,000  barrels,  of  160  liters  (42  gallons)  each,  annually,  dra 
fi"om  forty-four  wells. 

The  exportation  of  salt  is  very  considerable.     For  the  first  ni 
months  of  1896  it  was — 


Tot 

Colombia IS«  ooo 

Chile 5S,ooo 

Ecuador ^ 13-800 

Total 83-  8a> 

Domestic  consumption 7^'  ^•♦S 

Industrial  consumption "7 ,  oc» 

Total i6^S.945 

The  production  of  wheat  in  the  Argentine  Republic  for     the 
five  years  ending  1895  is  given  below: 

1891 •.   39^  •  ^^^ 

1S92 470,110 

1 893 j,io3»'37 

1894 i,6o3.m 

1895 I,  oia  ^ 


L 
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BRAZIL. 

RAILWAY  MILEAGE  AND  CONSTRUCTION.* 

The  Department  of  State  has  received  from  Mr.  Frank  D. 
Hill  United  States  Consul  at  Santos,  under  date  of  20th  Decem- 
beM897,  a  general  report  on  the  railways  of  Brazil,  their  mileage, 
gauge,  equipment,  etc.  The  following  facts,  taken  from  the  report, 
arc  published  as  being  of  general  interest. 

The  railways  open  to  traffic  and  under  construction  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  1896,  were  : 


Railways. 


Open  to  traffic. 


In  course  of  con.struc- 
tion. 


f^ieral  Government  li 


Subv 


ncs, 


tntioned  lines  (subject  to  Govern- 


."'t-ni  inspection) 
/"cs  not  subventioned 


^ine 


s operated  by  the  Slate, 
Total 


Kilometers. 
3.190 

3.912 

1.593 
5.246 


13.941 


Miles.  Kilometers. 

1,982 


2.430  ! 
990 

3.260 


8,662 


5.953 
619 

1,416 


7,988 


Miles. 


3.699 
384 
880 


4.963 


^^f  the  first  class,  or  railways  belonging  to  the  Federal  Government,  the  total 
^*sion  of  3,190  kilometers  (1,982   miles)  represents  an   effective  capital  of 
^^»  733,121  milreis  ($45,462,637),  divided  as  follows: 


Lines. 


Mileage  open  to  traffic. 


Capital. 


^*^iral  of  Brazil 

^^^ri,6.. ..;... .:::;:: :: 

^  *^   Francisco 

p^'^tral  of  Pernambuco 

j>^*JloAfronso 

tv^^o  Alegre  to  Uruguay 

{}»^dcOro . 

*^^ccounted  for  by  the  consul 

Total 


Kilometers. 
1,217 

215 
267 

451 
179 

116 

458 

87 
200 


3.190 


Miles. 

756 

134 
166 

280 

112 

72 

285 

54 
124 


• 

Milreis. 

178.978,486 

$25,056,988 

9,323,328 

I,  306,  526 

14.387.941 

2,  014,  876 

20,  410,  045 

2,  857,  406 

32,  520.  352 

4, 692,  285 

6,821,449 

955.003 

27,432,449 

3.  840,  543 

2,  465,  020 

345. 103 

31.385.051 

4.  393.  907 

324,  733,  121 


45,  462,  637 


H 


*  he  railways  subventioned  by  Federal  Government  are  :  Barao  de  Araruama, 
^5ias  a  Cajazerias,  do  Conde  d'Eu,  de  Minas  e  Rio,  Mogyana,  Norte  do 
''azil,  do  Norte,   Ouro    Prcto  a   Pe^anha,  Pe^anha,  ao  Araxa,   Petrolina   ao 

In  this  report,  the  paper  milreis  is  valued  at  14  cents  in  United  Slates  currency. 
^^  kilometer  is  equivalent  to  0.6214  mile. 
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Piauhy,  Cruzeiro  a  Santo  Cruz,  Rio  Grande  a  6ag6,  Cachoeiro  de  Itaperim,  d 
Santos  a  Jundiahy,  Sorocobana  e  Ituana,  Taubat6  ao  Amparo,  do  Tijucj 
Victoria  a  Peganha. 

Estrada  de  Alcabaga  a  Praia  Rainha  {Alcabaga-Praia  Rainha  Railroad).- 
Total  extension,  184  kilometers  (1 14  miles) ;  enjoys  a  6  per  cent  guaranty  on 
maximum  of  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Caxias  ao  Araguaya  {Caxias-Arraguay  Railroad).- 
Length,  183  kilometers  (113  miles);  projected  mileage,  567  kilometers  (35 
miles);  total,  750  kilometers  (466  miles) ;  same  guaranty  as  the  previous  line. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Caxiasa  Sao  Jure  de  Cayazeiras  ( Caxias-Sdo  Jure  Cay , 
zeiras  Railroad), — Open  to  traffic,  78  kilometers  (48  miles) ;  same  guaranty 
the  two  preceding  lines. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Petralina  ao  Piauhy  {Petralina  Piauhy  Railroad),- 
Length,  102  kilometers  (63  miles);  projected  extension,  898  kilometers  (5. 
miles) ;  guaranty  similar  to  preceding  lines. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Natal'  a  Nova   Cruz  {Natal-Nova  Cruz  Railroad,)- 
Open  to  traffic,  121  kilometers  (75  miles);  guaranty,  7  per  cent  on  a  capital 
5.496,053  milreis  ($769,447). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Conde  d*Eu  {Conde  d*Eu  Railroad). — Open  to  traffic,  1 
kilometers  (88  miles);  enjoys  a  guaranty  of  74  per  cent  on  a  capital  of  6,000,0 
milreis,  gold  ($3,270,000),  and  6  per  cent  on  ^^69,273  ($337,083). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Nazareth  ao  Crato  {Nazareth- Crato  Railroad). — Leng« 
with  studies  approved,   120  kilometers   (74  miles);  extension  studied  (bram 
Bom  Jardin),  69  kilometers  (42  miles);  to  be  studied  (approximate),  461  ki 
meters  (287  miles);  total,  650  kilometers  (404  miles);  guaranty,  6  per  cent 
a  capital  of  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Recife  ao  Limoeiro  {Recife- Limoeir a  Railroad). — Op: 
to  traffic,  83  kilometers  (52  miles);  from  Carpina  to  Nazareth,  13  kilomct- 
(8  miles);  from  Nazareth  to  Timbanba,  45   kilometers  (28  miles);  total,  i 
kilometers  (88  miles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Recife  ao  Sao  Francisco  {Recife-Sdo    Francisco  Ra 
road). — Open  to  traffic,  125  kilometers  (78  miles);  enjoys  a  guaranty  of  7  p 
cent  on  a  capital  of  7,111,111  milreis  ($995,555),  and  5   per  cent  on  a  capif 
of  4,316,978  milreis  ($604,377). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Ribeirdo  ao  Bointo  {Ribeirdo-Bointo  Railroad). — Open 
traffic,   26  kilometers  (16  miles);  extension  under  construction,  with  studi 
approved,   35   kilometers  (22  miles);  total,  61  kilometers  (38   miles);  enjoys 
guaranty  of  6  per  cent  on  a  capital  of  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Tamandare  a  Barra  { Tamandare-Barra  Railroad). 
Extension,  with  studies  approved,  136  kilometers  (85  miles),  from  Tamanda 
a  Barra  de  Jangada;  from  Barra  Velha  to  Palmares,  33  kilometers  (20JJ  mila 
to  be  studied,  1 12  kilometers  (70  miles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  de  Alagoas  {Central  Alagoas  Railroad). — Op 
to  traffic,  88  kilometers   (55   miles),  principal  line,  and  Assembl^a  branch, 
kilometers  (39  miles) ;  enjoys  a  guaranty  of  7  per  cent  on  a  capital  of  4,553,0 
milreis  gold  ($2,385,938),  and  6  per  cent  on  1,860,000  milreis  paper  ($26o,40< 
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Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  A lagoana  {Central  A lagoana  Railroad), — Open  to 
traffic,  with  studies  approved,  194  kilometers  (121   miles);  to  be  studied,  401 
kilometers  (249  miles);  total,  595  kilometers  (370  miles);  enjoys  a  guaranty  of 
6  per  cent  on  a  capital  of  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Aracdju  a  Simdo  Dias  {AracdJu'Simdo  Dias  Railroad), — 
Extension,  under  construction,  86  kilometers  (53  miles);  studied,  or  under 
study,  108  kilometers  (67.1  miles)  ;  total,  194  kilometers  (120  miles);  enjoys  a 
guaranty  of  6  per  cent  on  a  capital  of  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Bahia  a  Alagoinhas  {Bahia-Alagoinhas  Railroad), — 
Open  to  traffic,  123  kilometers  (76  miles);  enjoys  a  guaranty  of  6  per  cent  on 
a  capital  of  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer.  Timbo  branch:  Open  to 
traffic,  83  kilometers  (52  miles);  enjoys  a  guaranty  of  6  per  cent  on  a  capital 
of  2,650,000  milreis  gold  ($1,446,900). 

Estrada  do  Ferro  Central  do  Bahia  {Bahia  Central  Railroad). — Open  to 

traffic,  312  kilometers  (194  miles);  studied,  300  kilometers  (186  miles);  total, 

613  kilometers  (380  miles);  enjoys  a  guaranty  of  7  per  cent  on  a  capital  of 

13,000  milreis  gold  ($7,098)   per  kilometer  on  the  line  open  to  traffic,  and  6 

per  cent  paper  on  the  line  studied,  up  to  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Tram  Road,   Nazareth, — Open  to  traffic,  state  concession,  34  kilometers 

(21  miles) ;  federal  concession,  65  kilometers  (40  miles) ;  total,  99  kilometers  (61 

miles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Victoria  a  Peganha  {Victoria- Peganha  Railroad), — 
Length,  under  construction,  84  kilometers  (52  miles)  ;  with  studies,  approved, 
423  kilometers  (263  miles) ;  total,  507  kilometers  (3 1 5  miles).  Enjoys  a  guaranty 
0^  6  per  cent  on  a  capital  of  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Sao  Eduardo  ao  Cachoeira  do  Itapemirim  {Sao  Eduardo- 
^^hoeira  do  Itapemirim  Railroad,) — Open  to  traffic,  39  kilometers  (24  miles); 
Dnder  Construction,  51  kilometers  (32  miles);'  total,  90  kilometers  (56  miles). 
^^^rada  de  Ferro  do  Car  angola  {Car  angola  Railroad), — Open  to  traffic, 
^4  Kilometers  (139  miles).     Enjoys  a  guaranty  of  7  per  cent  on  a  capital  of 
*°^»Oco  milreis,  3,700,000  thereof  being  gold  ($2,342,000). 
^^^*^^da  de  Ferro  Bar  do  de  Araruama  {Bar  do  de  Araruama  Railroad). — 
^^^'^^  46  kilometers  (29  miles)  ;  under  construction,  6  kilometers  (3.7  miles) ; 
*  5  2  kilometers  (32  miles);  enjoys  a  guaranty  of  30,000   milreis  ($4,200) 
P^^J^ilometer. 
^^^'^^da  de  Ferro  Central  de  Macahe  {Macahe  Central  Railroad). — Open  to 
rattic^    43  kilometers  (27  miles);  under  construction,  15  kilometers  (9  miles)  ; 
otal,    ^y  kilometers  (36  miles) ;  enjoys  a  guaranty  of  6  per  cent  on  a  capital  of 
JOjO^Hi  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

'^^^rado  de  Ferro  do  Norte  {Northern  Railway). — Open  to  traffic,  45  kilome- 
^^'^  VZ8  miles)  ;  to  be  studied,  75  kilometers  (47  miles)  ;  total,  120  kilometers 
\75  *^ilcs) ;  does  not  enjoy  a  guaranty. 

f^strado  de  Ferro  Sdo  Francisco  Xavier  ao  Commercio  {Sdo  Francisco 
^o,vier-Commercio  Railroad), — Open  to  traffic,  16  kilometers  (10  miles). 
^^P^pemha  branch,  3  kilometers  (1.9  miles);  under  construction,  49  kilometers 
130  miles);  total,  68  kilometers  (41.9  miles);  no  guaranty.  The  gauge  is  i 
">«er  (39  inches). 
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Estrada  de  Ferro  Leopoldina  {Leopoidina  Railroad). — Open  to  traffic,  381 
kilometers  (248  miles);  no  guaranty. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Peganha  ao  Aroxd  (Peganha-Aroxd  Railroad), — Length, 
with  studies  approved,  887  kilometers  (551  miles);  guaranty,  6  per  cent  on 
30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Barra  Mausa  a  Cataldo  (Barra  Mausa-Cataldo  Rail- 
wax). — Length,  122  kilometers  (76  miles) ;  under  construction,  528  kilometers 
(328  miles);  under  study,  791  kilometers  (492  miles);  guaranty,  6  per  cent  on 
30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Minas  e  Rio  {Minas  and  Rio  Railroad). — rOpen  to  traffic, 
170  kilometers  (106  miles);  guaranty,  7  per  cent  on  a  capital  of  15,495,253 
milreis  ($2,169,335). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Muzambinho  (Muzambinko  Railroad). — Open  to  traffic, 
57  kilometers  (3  ij^  miles);  no  guaranty;  concessionaire,  a  Companhia  Estrada 
de  Ferro  Muzambinho  (Muzambinho  Railway  Company);  the  Campanha  branch 
of  this"  line  has  86  kilometers  (53X  niiles)  open  to  traffic,  on  which  there  is  a 
guaranty  of  4  per  cent;  capital,  2,509,500  milreis  ($351,330). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Santos  a  Jfundiahy  (Santos- Jundiahy  Railroad).— 0^ 
to  traffic,  139  kilometers  (86  miles);  renounced  its  guaranty  in  1889.  The 
detailed  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures  were  for  first  six  months  of  il 

Receipts. 


From — 


Amount. 


Passengers 

Baggage  and  express 

Animals  on  passenger  trains 
Animals  on  freight  trains. . . 

M  crchandise 

Telegraph 

Storage  and  fines 

Sundries 

Difference  in  exchange 

Total 


Miheis. 
1,220,452 
283.  165 

19'  243 
6,284 

5,  920,  016 

37.  284 

27,  802 

140,  968 

174.  569 


7.  830, 477 


$170,863 

39' 642 

2,694 

879 

828,802 

5.317 

3,893 

19.730 

24.44<' 


[,096,267 


Expenditures. 


For— 


Superintendence . . . . 

Taxes  

Accounting  head  office. .  . . 

Traffic 

Traction 

Rolling  stock 

Telegraph 

Repairs  on  line 

Central  bureau  of  accounts 
Sundries 

Total 

■ 


Amount. 


Milreis. 

48.  322 

31,031 

32, S52 

1,402,760 

1,490,072 

401,  lOI 

87. 748 

695.  249 
21,  162 

115.996 


$6,763 
4,344 

196,336 

208, 6II 

56. 154 

12,285 

2,962 
16,240 


4»  326,  313         605.684 
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Rereipis  and  expenditures  for   second   six  months  of  1896  are  detailed  as 
follows : 

Receipts, 


From— 


Passengers , 

Baggage  and  express 

Animals  on  passenger  trains 
Animab  on  freight  trains. . . 

Merchanoise 

Telegraph 

Storage  and  fines 

Sundries 

Total 


Amount. 

Milreis 

I,  363.  292 

$190,  861 

320.  5^9 

44.873 

17.991 

2,519 

4.978 

697 

10,  402,  344 

1,456,469 

39.9^3 

5.5S7 

34.  072 

4.770 

79.  426 

11, 119 

12,262,53s 

I,  716,  895 

Expenditures. 


For— 


Superintendence 

Office  expenses 

Taxes  

Traffic 

Traction 

Rolling  stock 

Telegraph 

Repairs  on  line 

Central  bureau  of  accounts 

Sundries 

Difference  in  exchange. . . . 

Total 


Amount. 

Milreii. 

50,  188 

$7,  026 

40,  235 

5.633 

33.S15 

4.734 

I.  735.  928 

243.  130 

I,  702,  067 

238, 289 

424.  105 

59.  375 

93.903 

13.147 

1,129.493 

158.  129 

22,  173 

3.104 

69,  566 

9.  739 

.     345.92; 

48,  302 

5,  647,  700 

790,  608 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Mogyana  {Alogyana  Railroad). — This  is  the  other  great 
cofFcc-carrying  road  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo.  Open  to  traffic,  194  kilometers 
(121  miles);  Caldas  branch,  77  kilometers  (48  miles);  guaranty,  6  per  cent  on 
a  capital  of  4,300,000  milreis,  gold,  ($2,347,800),  and  1,853,885  milreis,  paper, 
($259»54o).     Details  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in  1896  were  as  follows: 

Receipts. 


From— 


Amount. 


Passengers , 

Baggage  and  express 

Animals  on  passenger  trains 

Telegraph 

Merchandise 

Animals  on  freight  trains 

Storage 

Imposts , 

Sundries 

Total    


Milreis. 
616,  274 

1 14.  967 

19.  435 
19,  401 

1.286,573 

7,960 

6,258 

14.258 

13. 229 


2,098,355 


$86, 279 

16,095 

2.721 

2.  716 

180.  121 

I.  114 

876 

I,  196 
I.S52 


293.  770 
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ExpendUures, 


For— * 


Central  office. 
Traffic 


Traction 

Telegraph 

Permanent  way 
Sundries 


Amount. 


Milreis. 

43.  746 
226,  262 
810,  628 

44.225 
586,  294 

12, 161 


Total 


I,  723.  316 


16.12 

31.67 

113,4a 

6,  ig 

82.  oS 

1.7c 


241.  2C 


Estrada  de  Ferro  Sarocahana  {Sarocahana  Railroad), — Open  to  traffic* 
main  line,  1 13  kilometers  (70  miles)  ;  Itarar6  branch,  43  kilometers  (27  milcsj 
guaranty,  6  per  cent  on  a  capital  of  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilomet^ 
jon  the  line  from  Botucatu  to  Tibagy  and  the  Itarar6  branch ;  the  prolongatia 
to  Santos  enjoys  no  guaranty. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Uheraho  ao  Coxim  (Uheraha-Coxim  Railroad). — Lengtl 
with  studies  approved,  103  kilometers  (64  miles) ;  to  be  studied,  897  kilomcte 
(556  miles);  total,  1,000  kilometers  (620  miles);  guaranty,  6  per  cent  c: 
30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estradode  Catalaoa  Palmas  {Cataldo-Palmas Railroad), — Length,  appro3« 
mate,  800  kilometers  (497  miles);  studies  approved,  100  kilometers  (62  miles. 
to  be  studied,  700  kilometers  (445  miles) ;  guaranty,  6  per  cent  on  30,000  ra  i 
reis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Parand  {Parana  Railway), — Open  to  traffic  (Paran 
gu&  to  Curitiba),  111  kilometers  (69  miles)  ;  prolongation  and  branches,  j< 
kilometers  (189  miles)  ;  total,  417  kilometers  (258  miles).  This  is  a  prosperoi 
road,  there  having  been  large  annual  profits  since  1891. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Santa  Maria  a  Cruz  Alta  {Santa  Maria-  Cruz  Alta  Rati 
road), — Open  to  traffic,  161  kilometers  (100  miles);  guaranty,  5  per  cent  01 
a  capital  of  4,828,035  milreis  ($675,925);  receipts,  383,378  milreis  ($53,673); 
expenditures,  366,274  milreis  ($51,278);  profits,  17,104  milreis  ($2,395). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Santa  Maria  ao  Uruguay  (Santa  Maria- Uruguay  Rail- 
road).—  Part  under  construction,  Cruz  Alta  ao  Uruguay  (Cruz  Alta  to  Uru- 
guay), 381  kilometers  (237  miles);  Ijuhy  branch,  293  kilometers  (182  miles); 
guaranty,  6  per  cent  on  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Ouarahim  a  Itaqui  (Ouarahim-Itaqui  Railroad), — Opci 
to  traffic,  176  kilometers  (110  miles);  guaranty,  6  per  cent  on  capital  0 
6,000,000  milreis  ($840,000). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Rio  Grande  a  Bage  {Rio  Grande-Bage  Railroad), — Opci 
to  traffic,  283  kilometers  (176  miles);  guaranty,  7  per  cent  on  capital  c 
13,521,453  milreis  ($1,893,003). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Sao  Paulo-Rio  Grande  {Sao  Paulo-Rio  Grande  Railroad),- 
Length,  with  studies  approved,  1,092  kilometers  (673^  wii^es) ;  to  be  studied 
775  kilometers  (482  miles);  totdl,  1,867  kilometers  {\,\6o%  miles);  guarauit) 
6  per  cent  on  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 
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strada  de  Ferro  Minas  de  Sao  Jtronymo  {Sao  Jeronymo  Mines  Rail- 
i), — Under  construction,  40  kilometers  (25  miles);  studies  approved,  149 
nctcrs  {^2%  miles);  studied,  375  kilometers  (233  miles);  total,  564  kilo- 
ers  (35oJ^  miles). 

\strado  de  Ferro  Pelotas  ao  Colonias  Sao  Laurengo  {Pelotas-Sdo  Lourenqo 
onies  Railroad). — Extension,  with  studies  approved,  154  kilometers  (96 
:s) ;  guaranty,  6  per  cent  on  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  kilometer. 

THE  POTTERY  INDUSTRY. 

For  a  great  many  years  it  has  been  known  that  the  argilliferous 
th  of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  affords  a  clay  rich  in  possibilities 

developing  the  pottery  industry  on  a  very  extended  scale, 
my  efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  made,  but  as  a  rule  they 
^e  met  with  limited  success;  the  failure,  or  partial  failure,  of 
se  undertakings  is  attributable  mainly  to  the  lack  of  skilled 
rkmen  and  managers.  The  attempts  made  in  the  direction  of 
king  bricks  for  paving,  houses,  etc.,  have  met  with  better  results, 
1  to-day  there  may  be  seen  near  the  suburbs  of  Sab  Paulo  and 
ewhere  in  the  country  numerous  brickkilns  conducted  on  a 
all  scale,  these  establishments  being  devoted  to  brickmaking, 

manufacture  of  tiles,  and  glazed  paving  stones.     Fine  pottery 
;  not  been  attempted  as  yet.     It  is  thought,  however,  that  with 
>per  mechanical  appliances  and  skilled  labor  this  industry  might 
developed  very  profitably. 
The  "Moniteur  Official. du  Commerce,"  of  Paris,  says: 

)wing  to  the  backward  condition  of  this  manufacture,  the  State  Government, 
lie  desiring  to  encourage  the  national  industry,  has  found  it  necessary  to 
)ort  lead  pipe  to  be  used  in  the  sewers  and  the  waterworks,  although  earth- 
vare  piping,  were  it  available,  would  be  at  least  50  per  cent  cheaper,  and 
m  a  hygienic  point  of  view,  much  more  desirable. 

So  long  as  home  production  of  glazed  stone  pipe,  tiles,  and 
ick  remains  in  its  undeveloped  state  the  market  is  quite  impor- 
it.  The  official  report  on  this  subject  figures  it  to  be  1 50  tons 
glazed  stone  pipe  per  annum,  besides  a  large  variety  of  articles 
similar  manufacture.  In  addition,  about  2,000,000,000  bricks 
paving  purposes  and  200,000  tiles,  representing  in  the  aggre- 
tc  7,000  tons,  are  required  annually. 
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STATISTICS  OF  CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

In  the  February  Bulletin,  page   1310,  the  following  wor 
appear:  "Of  the  Central  American  States,  Nicaragua  is  the  on 
one  whose  statistics  are  precise  and  authentic."     This  sentence, 
it  was  printed,  appeared  to  be  a  statement  of  the  Bureau,  but  wj 
in  reality,  a  quotation  from  a  newspaper,  which  was  inadvertent 
inserted  in  an  article  on  the  production  of  gold  in  the  sever 
Republics  of  the  American  Continent.     The  error  is  regrette 
inasmuch  as  it  reflects  upon  the  statistical  offices  of  the  other  Ce 
tral  American  Republics,  which  have  shown  great  industry  a 
care  in  the  collection  of  such  data.     The  Bureau  appreciates  t 
fact  that  care  should  be  exercised  in  avoiding  such  reflections, 
the  appearance,  even,  of  preference  for  any  particular  country 
the  International  Union. 


COSTA  RICA. 

REFORM  OF  THE  MONETARY  SYSTEM. 
[Extracts  from  various  official  documents.] 

In  the  memorial  presented  to  the  Constitutional  Congress  0 
Costa  Rica  by  Senor  Don  Ricardo  Montealegre,  Secretar)'« 
Finance  and  Commerce,  on  June  17,  1895,  in  an  extensive  revie\ 
of  the  financial  situation  in  the  country,  are  set  forth  the  cause 
that  brought  about  the  difficulties  which  beset  the  Public  Treasur; 
in  1 882,  assigning  among  these  the  perplexities  and  injuries  flowin; 
from  the  loans  of  1871  and  1872,  and  the  Republic's  deprivatio 
for  ten  consecutive  years  of  the  aid  of  a  great  part  ot  the  publi 
revenues  which  was  appropriated  to  the  construction  of  the  Atlanti 
Railroad.  The  document  explains  how,  under  the  circumstance 
the  Government,  desiring  to  guarantee  the  redemption  ot  tl 
national  notes  then  in  circulation,  which  caused  the  withdrawal  * 
gold  coin  which  in  Costa  Rica  had  always  been  the  ordinary  circ^ 
lating  medium,  concluded  a  contract  with  the  Banco  de  la  Unio< 
on  the  21st  of  October,  18S4,  through  which  sole  fiduciary  circL 
lation,  or  the  exclusive  issue  of  the  bank's  notes,  was  establishec 
The  document  further  shows  that  the  effect  of  this  transaction- 
increasing  credit  without  guaranteeing  it — was  to  cause  the  fin* 
outflow  of  gold. 
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Pursuant  to  the  contract  the  issue  of  the  bank's  bills  in  1891 
ached  $3,257,400,  and,  naturally,  in  the  same  proportion  as  this 
>ue  increased  the  rate  of  international  exchange  advanced;  and, 

was  the  case  with  gold  (of  which  the  amount  in  circulation  in 
i8o  had  reached  $2,500,000,  and  had  all  disappeared),  silver 
egan  an  outward  movement. 

Subsequently  came  the  great  fall  of  silver  in  foreign  markets, 
ind  with  it  the  normal  rate  of  exchange  disappeared.  In  Costa 
Rica,  where  in  the  years  antedating  1882  the  rate  had  never 
exceeded  19  per  cent  limit  of  the  difference  between  the  value  of 
the  national  and  foreign  gold,  and  frequently  reached  the  minimum 
>f  5  per  cent,  it  kept  going  up  at  an  alarming  pace.  In  1891  it 
ose  in  the  short  space  of  two  and  one-half  months  from  64  to 
115  per  cent;  during  the  succeeding  fifteen  days  it  went  down 
084  per  cent  only  to  rise  again  in  a  like  period  to  100  per  cent, 
Jid  to  fluctuate  three  months  later  between  89  and  1 1 6  per  cent, 
n  January,  1892,  it  was  96  per  cent;  in  July  of  the  same  year, 

lo  per  cent,  and  thirty  days  later,  1 56  per  cent. 
In  view  of  the  violent  fluctuations,  which  have  been  the  cause 
*f  losses  to  commerce  and  of  instability  in  all  the  business  of  the 
Ountry,  the  Government,  deeply  interested  in  everything  which 
n  one  way  or  another  will  prevent  or  deter  the  greatest  develop- 
ment in  the  production  of  the  country,  after  carefully  studying  the 
^uses  that  may  influence  the  same,  has  more  especially  directed 
ts  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  circulating  medium,  since  money, 
^  the  representative  of  capital,  jointly  with  property  and  labor, 
"^akes  up  the  generative  and  permanent  elements  of  wealth. 

Since  1894,  the  first  year  of  the  present  administration,  Don 
Rafael  Yglesias,  President  of  the  Republic,  in  his  message  upon 
Assuming  possession  of  his  high  charge,  made  a  conclusive  decla- 
"^tion  of  his  ideas  in  this  respect,  stating  his  purpose  to  proceed 
^  the  establishing  of  a  metallic  money  having  conditions  supe- 
'Qr  to  the  existing  currency.  To  this  end  this  reform,  being  a 
^n  of  a  general  plan  tending  to  the  betterment  of  the  national 
Onomy  and  public  administration,  has  been  gradually  maturing 
^ce  that  year.  With  this  object  in  view,  together  with  other 
Dvisions  of  far-reaching  importance  related  to  the  new  arrange- 
ent  of  the  foreign  debt,*  satisfactorily  terminated — to  the  alien- 

*  Published  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  May,  1897. 
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ation  of  public  lands ;  to  the  abolition  of  the  rum,  tobacco,  a 

other  monopolies — the  reduction  of  the  internal  debt  was  und 

taken;  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  operation  was  carri 

into  effect  with  an  expenditure  of  $2,000,000,  approximately, 

amount  taken  by  the  Government  from  its  revenues  without  pr 

udice   to  the  good  administrative  service,  and  maintaining  t 

flourishing  state  of  public  instruction ;  without  limiting  the  cc 

struction  of  roads  and  other  important  works,  and  without  in  a 

wise  using  the  public  credit,  or  having  recourse  to  the  establii 

ment  of  new,  or  the  increasing  of  existing,  duties. 

As  an   illustration   of  the  present   condition    of  the   natior 

finances  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  record  here,  furth 

more,  that,  notwithstanding  in  Costa  Rica  the  public  charges  i 

lower  than  in  any  of  the  other  neighboring  countries,  the  ordina 

receipts  of  the   National   Treasury  in  the  fiscal  year   1896- 

amounted  to  $7,435,610.78,  silver,  exceeding  those  of  the  p 

vious   year   by    $851,102.02,  and  exceeding   the    estimates 

$538,226.14.    The  total  expenditures  amounted  to  $6,697,326.^ 

leaving  a  surplus  of  $738,284.27,  which,  added  to  that  of  1 

previous  year  and  to  other  existing  balances,  makes  $i,270,o< 

the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  of  Finance  on  Mai 

31   of  last  year.     The   intemal   public  debt  on  that  date  \ 

reduced  to  $1,1 16,784.18,  the  national  notes  were  withdrawn,  a 

the  debt  existing  for  many  years  in  favor  of  the  Banco  de  Ca 

Rica,  formerly  Banco  de  la  Union,  was  finally  canceled. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  trade  niovement  of  the  Republic  is  sat 

factory.     According  to  a  report  of  the  National  Bureau  of  St 

tistics,  the  value  in  gold  of  the  exports  for  the  years  from  18831 

1893,  which  value  is  calculated  at  the  respective  rates  of  exchang 

was  $62,751,676,  and  that  of  the  imports  was  $56,185,769,  lea 

ing  a  surplus  of  $6,565,907,  in  American  gold,  in  favor  of  th; 

enterprising  country.     The  statistics  for  the  succeeding  years  ai 

as  follows : 


Year. 


1894 

1895 

1896 

Total 


Imports,  in 
American  gold. 


,  113,  223.66 
3.851,460.34 
4,  748,  812.  62 


12,  713,  496.  62 


Bxpprts.  itt 
American  got 


$5,033.  "3- 
5,188,401. 

5.  597. 727- 


15.819.241 
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This  shows  that  the  exports  during  the  last  three  years  have 
exceeded  the  imports  by  $3,105,745.31,  figures  which  show  not 
only  that  the  balance  of  trade  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  Costa  Rica, 
but  also  tfie  stable  and  progressive  development  of  the  production 
of  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time  that  there  exists  a  com- 
mendable prudence  in  the  transaction  of  business. 

Coffee  is  the  principal  article  of  export,  without,  however,  over- 
looking the  encouragement  of  other  branches  of  trade,  and  it  is 
a  well-known  feet  that  Costa  Rican  coffee  is  sought  as  among  the 
best  in  the  world,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  commercial  reviews  of 
the  principal  markets  of  the  bean.  For  example,  the  prominent 
house  of  Messrs.  Chalmers,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  of  London,  with 
offices  established  in  Guatemala  and  Bogota,  has  during  the  last 
four  months  quoted  ^*  fair  and  fine  "  coffee  at  the  following  prices 
per  hundredweight : 


Origin. 

Nov.  30, 1897. 

Dec.  14, 1897. 

Jan.  XI,  1898. 

Feb.  8,  i&y8- 

Costa  Rica 

Guatemala 

Colombia  and 
Venezuela  . . 

s.         s.      d. 
83  to  108     0 
79  to  100    0 

70  to  102     6 

s.         s.      d. 
82  to  105     0 
79  to  100     0 

70  to  102     6 

s.     d.         s.       d. 
84     0  to  106     0 
79     0  to  ICO     0 

73     6  to  102     6 

s.          s.      d. 
88  to  114    6 
81  to  102     0 

73  to  102     6 

The  price  of  the  inferior  classes  of  Costa  Rican  coffee  has  not 
reached  a  lower  figure  than  fi'om  50s.  to  76s.  6d.  per  hundred- 
weight, while  the  cost  of  production  during  the  last  year  has  been, 
approximately,  40s.  in  silver,  enjoying  also  special  facilities  of 
land  and  sea  communication  and  corresponding  cheapness  in 
freight  rates. 

The  cultivation  of  coffee  has  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
natural  development  of  the  country,  and  there  is  a  large  number 
of  new  plantations  which  will  soon  be  producing.  The  export  of 
l^nanas  and  other  fruits  is  increasing  considerably,  and  that  of 
'umber  was  much  larger  during  the  last  year  than  formerly.  The 
fining  industry,  moreover,  is  now  being  greatly  developed. 

In  the  next  report,  presented  to  Congress  on  June  1 5,  1896,  the 
same  official  develops  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Government  for  the 
revision  of  the  monetary  system  and  upholds  the  principles  upon 
vhich  it  is  based,  resting  on  the  considerations  following:  The 
character  of  the  circulating  medium  has  a  decisive  influence  on 
the  financial  movement  in  general.     Money,  as  the  representative 
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medium  of  value,  forces  itself  into  all  transactions  and  at  the  s 
time  constitutes  the  most  stable  guaranty  of  capital  and  labor, 
function,  the  most  important  that  it  discharges,  requires  that  it  sh 
have  a  fixed  value,  which  shall  protect  it  from  a  possible  depr 
tion  and  permit  it  to  assume  a  permanent  part  in  international  ( 
ations  necessary  for  the  well-being  and  advancement  of  the  cou 
It  is  not.  therefore,  possible  to  assume  stability  in  individual  ca 
or  solidity  in  public  wealth  when  this  most  important  agent  w 
governs  them  loses  some  of  the  characteristics  attributable  to  i 
the  well-understood  reason  for  its  creation.  If  money  is  to  ha 
fixed  value,  it  is  necessary  that  this  should  grow  out  of  its  own  ( 
acter,  so  that  it  may  develop  its  purchasing  power,  since  any  dep 
ation  in  it  has  a  reflex  action  over  whatever  is  subordinated  the 
and  if  this  depreciation  is  exposed  to  constant  fluctuations,  the 
mal  condition  of  business  disappears  and  all  branches  of  it  are  de 
affected  bv  the  violent  disturbances  which  succeed  each  o 
This  is  an  inconvenience  under  which  silver  money  now  sul 
while  gold  money,  on  the  contrary,  maintains  itself  as  the  bas 
the  monetary  system  of  the  most  important  commercial  nat 
and  which  those  nations  lacking  it  endeavor  to  adopt,  for 
reason  that  it  is  nowadays  the  only  medium  of  exchange  ha 
a  fixed  value. 

It  happened  that  coincidently  with  the  plan  of  reform  b< 
mentioned,  it  was  intended  to  immediately  import  large  sum 
foreign  silver  coin,  and  for  this  reason  Congress,  by  decree  of  Ji 
of  the  same  year,  prohibited  the  coining  of  national  silver  mo 
and  declared  all  foreign  coins  of  the  same  metal  not  legal  te 
in  the  country,  providing  at  the  same  time  the  manner  in  w 
silver  coins  then  in  circulation  should  be  redeemed. 

The  Government,  then,  having  resolved  to  undertake 
reform,  a  new  contract  was  entered  into  with  the  Banco  de  C 
Rica,  the  principal  object  of  this  negotiation  being  to  gradi 
supersede  the  bank  note  by  another  note  having  an  exclusi 
national  character,  issued  at  par,  and  guaranteed  by  an  e 
amount  of  gold  coin,  or  rather  by  gold  certificates,  by  reaso 
which  the  bank  relinquished  the  privilege  of  exclusive  issue. 

The  monetary  law*  enacted  pursuant  to  this  plan  establ 

♦Published  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Bureau  for  November,  1896,  anc 
special  edition  from  the  same  Bureau. 
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the  gold  colon  as  the  monetary  unit  and  fixes  the  relation  of  value 
l)etween  it  and  the  present  national  silver  dollar,  estimated  with 
relation  to  the  state  of  the  public  treasury,  based  upon  the  amount 
cf  the  circulating  medium  to  the  average  rate  of  international 
exchange  for  several  years,  and  to  the  latest  average  of  the  value 
cf  silver  with  relation  to  gold  in  the  same  period.  In  this  way 
(the  parity  of  value  between  the  bank  note  and  the  gold  certifi- 
cate being  also  established  by  the  same  fact)  all  possible  disturb- 
ances in  existing  obligations  and  interests  of  any  kind,  and  in  the 
present  value  of  all  articles,  have  been  avoided. 

The  issue  of  certificates,  on  the  other  hand,  is  obligatory,  because 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  maintain  gold  coin  in  circulation  while 
the  amount  of  bills  issued  by  the  bank  is  greater,  and  as  in  order 
to  retire  the  latter  it  is  indispensable  to  supply  their  absence  from 
circulation,  so  as  to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  would  ensue 
through  the  diminution  in  the  circulating  medium,  the  gold  cer- 
tificates would  at  the  same  time  effectively  meet  this  necessity. 

The  bank  having  been  authorized  to  issue  bills  to  the  amount 
0*  $5,000,000,  and  having  at  present  in  circulation  $4,000,000, 

• 

in  round  numbers,  the  first  issue,  according  to  the  contract,  is  to  be 
reduced  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  of  national  gold  coin  struck 
off,  and  of  the  second  issue  there  shall  be  withdrawn  from  circula- 

■  

tion  90  per  cent  of  the  sums  of  the  same  coin  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  deposit  in  the  bank;  and  the  Government  will  issue 
gold  certificates  payable  to  bearer  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  bank 
Wis  withdrawn.  These  certificates  shall  be  signed  jointly  by  the 
Secretary  of  Finance  and  the  director  of  the  bank,  and  shall  be 
redeemed  on  presentation  in  national  gold  on  December  31,  1900, 
Of  before,  whenever  the  Government  may  so  provide ;  provided 
^^  the  amount  of  gold  coin  deposited  shall  not  be  less  than 
^'5oo?ooo  colones;  and  meanwhile  the  bank  shall  exchange  the 
certificates  for  silver  as  though  they  were  its  own  notes. 

The  period  fixed  to  carry  out  this  measure  terminates  in  1902; 
^y^  the  Government  has  reserved  the  right  to  make  the  coinage 
'"  a  shorter  time  in  order  to  accumulate  the  necessary  amount  of 
gold  coin  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  and  to  this  end  it  already 
'^deposited  in  the  bank  1,000,000  colones  in  gold,  the  value  of 
"^e  first  two  coinages,  and  has  placed  the  national  mint  in  better 
condition  to  continue  this  operation  without  delay. 

These  are,  in  short,  the  principal  points  of  this  important  reform. 
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BANKS. 


One  of  the  conditions  pursuant  to  which  the  Banco  de  Costa 
Rica  has  relinquished  the  privilege  of  exclusive  issue  is  the 
following : 

That  the  general  law  to  be  enacted  for  the  establishment  of 
free  issue  shall,  among  the  principal  conditions  authorizing  the 
same,  make  the  following  provisions : 

No  bank  having  a  capital  of  less  than  1,000,000  colones  shall  be 
authorized  to  make  issues. 

Banks  desiring  to  become  banks  of  issue  shall  have  their  capi- 
tal in  national  gold  coin. 

Bills  shall  be  exchanged  for  national  gold. 

The  issue  of  bills  shall  not  exceed  65  per  cent  of  the  paid-up 
capital. 

As  a  guarantee  fund  for  the  issue  a  reserve  in  national  gold  of 
not  less  than  40  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  bills  issued  is 
obligatory. 

An  official  examiner  shall  see  to  it  that  prior  to  the  issue  all 
the  provisions  of  the  law  are  complied  with,  and  shall  see  that  the 
bank  acts  always  within  the  limits  of  its  authority. 

The  condition  of  every  bank  of  issue  shall  be  published  monthly. 


HONDURAS. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Congress  of  Honduras,  in  regular  ses- 
sion. President  Policarpo  Bonilla  delivered  the  address  usual  on 
such  occasions.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  celebrated  at  Amapala  in  June, 
1895,  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  relations  of  his  country  with 
foreign  governments  had  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Diet  of 
the  Greater  Republic  of  Central  America.  The  relations  existing 
between  the  three  States  composing  the  new  union  are  stated  to 
be  harmonious  and  satisfactory,  and  the  patriotic  hope  is  expressed 
that  the  current  year  will  see  the  restoration  of  the  compact  em- 
bracing the  five  Republics  of  Central  America  under  the  former 
federation,  known  as  the  Republic  of  Central  America. 
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MARTINIQUE. 

PROHIBITION  OF  COLORED  MARGARINE. 

Under  date  of  December  3,  1897,  Consul  Tucker  advises  the 
)epartment  of  State,  from  Martinique,  that  much  inconvenience 
as  been  caused  by  the  continued  arrival  in  that  island  of  colored 
eomargarine  from  the  United  States,  the  introduction  of  which 
prohibited  by  law.  In  order  that  shippers  may  in  future  avoid 
3uble  and  expense.  Consul  Tucker  draws  attention  to  the  foUow- 
g  points  of  the  law  bearing  upon  the  subject,  which  must  be 
rictly  complied  with  : 

(1)  Oleomargarine  will  be  accepted  if  it  docs  not  contain  more  than  10  per 
:nt  of  butter. 

(2)  Oleomargarine  must  be  white,  or  nearly  so^that  is,  it  must  not  contain 
I  single  particle  of  foreign  coloring  matter,  such  as  saffron,  etc. 

(3)  The  cases  must  show  on  their  four  sides,  in  plain  letters,  the  word 
"oleomargarine."  The  cans  must  bear  the  word  stenciled  or  printed  on  their 
surface  and  have  a  pasted  label  showing  the  exact  analysis  of  the  oleomargarine 
therein  contained. 

The  consul  desires  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  invoices  should 
give  the  composition  of  the  goods  according  to  the  following  pro- 
vision of  the  law  : 

In  the  retail  trade  the  margarine  or  oleomargarine  must  be  delivered  in  the 

rorm  of  a  cube  and  with  a  stamp  on  one  of  its  faces,  either  "margarine"  or 

oleomargarine,"   and  wrapped  in  an  envelope  bearing  in    conspicuous  and 

wdelibic  characters  the  same  designation,  as  well  as  the  name  and  address  of  the 
dealer. 


MEXICO. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SHIPPING  GOODS. 

The  following  general  instructions  relative  to  the  proper  mark- 
'"gand  packing  of  merchandise  destined  for  exportation  to  Mexico 
^^^  taken  from  custom-house  regulations.  By  observing  them, 
^^ch  inconvenience  and  delay  will  be  saved  at  the  ports  of  entry : 

*•  The  cases  of  merchandise  should  bear  but  one  mark  and  one  number.  In 
°^<ier  to  facilitate  identification,  the  name  and  address  of  the  manufacturer. 


147^  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

marked  uniformly  upon  the  original  cases,  are  permitted.  Infractions  of  this 
regulation  are  punished  by  a  tax  of  $i  for  each  case  bearing  marks  and  number 
other  than  those  indicated  in  the  consular  invoices. 

II.  The  weight,  net  and  gross,  also  the  value  of  each  package,  should  be  speci- 
£ed  even  in  case  of  an  entire  cargo  of  one  kind  of  merchandise.  When  a  pack- 
age contains  different  articles,  it  is  necessary  to  specify  the  net  weight,  the  legal 
weight,  and  the  value  of  each,  making  clear  its  classification  in  the  tariff  laws. 

III.  It  is  important  to  note  the  difference  between  net  weight  and  legal  weight, 
which  comprehends  the  cases,  caskets,  cardboard  or  light  boxes  serving  as  special 
wrapping  for  each  article.  The  tariff  indicates  distinctly  whether  the  duties  are 
collected  on  net,  legal,  or  gross  weight.  The  metric  system  has  been  in  opera- 
tion since  September  i,  1896. 

IV.  When  several  boxes,  bales,  or  cases  are  joined  together,  so  as  to  form  but 
one  package,  it  is  indispensable  to  specify :  (1)  the  number  of  packages  thus  bound 
together,  (2)  the  weight  of  each  taken  separately,  (3)  the  mark,  number,  and 
gross  weight  of  the  entire  package.  This  rule  does  not  apply  to  merchandise 
shipped  in  loose  bundles,  such  as  staves,  bars  or  plates  of  iron  or  sheet-iron, 
which  are  bound  together  in  a  special  manner. 

V.  In  shipments  of  oil  and  similar  products,  packed  generally  in  large  cases, 
the  number  of  vessels  or  demijohns  contained  in  each  case  must  be  specified. 

VI.  In  shipments  of  tissues  it  is  necessary  to  state  the  exact  length  and 
breadth  of  each  piece ;  the  precise  nature  of  the  material,  whether  woolen,  cot- 
ton, yarn,  silk,  etc.;  the  gross  and  net  weight  of  each  package  and  of  each 
article  it  contains.  The  measurement  of  napkins,  tablecloths,  handkerchiefs, 
towels,  etc.,  should  be  expressed  in  square  inches.  "Rebozos"  or  their  imita- 
tions should  have  the  number  of  threads  to  each  one-half  centimeter  square 
indicated,  as  well  as  the  exact  nature  of  the  weave. 

VII.  In  shipments  of  chemical  or  pharmaceutical  products  care  should  be 
taken  to  employ  no  bottle  or  vessel  whatever,  bearing  a  label  other  than  one 
indicating  the  true  nature  of  the  contents. 

VIII.  The  classification  under  the  heading  "machines**  has  caused  many 
errors;  it  is  important,  then,  to  understand  that  all  accessories  dc  machines, 
capable  of  being  applied  to  other  uses,  even  when  imported  at  the  same  time  as 
the  apparatus  of  which  they  form  an  integral  part,  are  subject  to  the  articles  of 
the  tariff,  specifying  them :  Thus,  bolts,  bars  of  iron  or  steel,  plates  round  or 
octagonal,  lubricating  oils,  leather,  tanned  or  not  (for  transmission  straps,  for 
example),  are  admitted  only  in  very  small  quantities  in  order  to  benefit  by  the 
reduced  duty  on  machines,  even  when  they  form  a  part  of  the  latter  shipment. 

IX.  The  greatest  care  should  be  taken  to  indicate  the  exact  number  of  pack- 
ages shipped.  The  slightest  error  in  excess  of  the  number  contained  in  the 
manifest  causes  heavy  fines,  which  are  never  remitted. 

X.  In  shipping  faience,  porcelain,  glass,  and  crystal  ware,  care  should  be  taken 
to  specify  whether  or  not  the  articles  are  in  one  piece  or  mounted  in  metal  gilded 
or  silvered;  in  the  latter  case,  the  duties  are  much  higher. 
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COAL  DEPOSITS. 

of  the  leading  and  immediate  considerations  in  the  advance- 
f  the  industrial  interests  of  Mexico,  is  the  necessity  for  the 
3ment  of  the  coal  deposits  of  the  country.  This  interest, 
le  reason,  has  not  attracted  the  attention  its  possibilities,  as 
necessities  call  for.  The  following  on  the  subject  is  taken 
recent  number  of  "The  Black  Diamond,"  published  in 
o: 

the  development  of  the  manufactures  of  Mexico  and  the  extension  of 
oads  there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  coal.  The  lack  of  cheap  coal  is 
r  the  advance  of  Mexico  to  no  small  degree.     It  has  been  one  reason 

ores  have  come  to  the  United  States  in  such  quantities  to  be  handled 
i  as  the  tariff  upon  ores  will  tend  to  check  this,  it  will  but  emphasize 
e  her  demand  for  coal-working  machinery, 
ding  to  the  statistics  of  the  Mexican  Government,  Mexico  imported 

coke  as  follows : 


Year. 

Coke. 

Coal. 

$378. 522 
287,  075 
492,  167 

$626.  070 

701,913 
496,  376 

;e  to  say,  there  is  at  the  same  time  the  following  exportation  of  coal  to 
:ed  States: 


Year. 


Coal. 


$205,  605 
232,919 
270,  176 


represents  only  the  product  of  the  mines  of  the  Mexican  International 
in  the  State  of  Coahuila,  which  is  mainly  a  local  matter, 
greater  part  of  the  locomotives  and  the  largest  factories  are  run  with 
Coal  is  found  in  nine  of  the  States  of  Mexico,  but  most  of  these  deposits 
at  present  readily  accessible  from  any  of  the  now  existing  railroads. 
'Osit  on  the  borders  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  is  not  only  within  easy 
r  rail,  but  the  road  would  run  through  a  rich  country,  and  would,  by  its 
tion  farther  south,  open  up  the  shortest  and  easiest  route  from  the  port 
)ico  to  the  capital,  at  both  of  which  points  it  would  find  a  ready  market. 
Ian  Marcial  coal  fields  in  the  Yaqui  valley  in  Old  Mexico  give  promise 
value.     They  are  said  to  be  wonderful,  and  may  be  destined  to  revolu- 
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tionize  the  fuel  trade  on  the  Pacific  coast.  By  examination  and  comparison 
these  fields  contain  108  square  miles  more  superficial  area  than  all  the  five 
anthracite  coal  basins  of  Pennsylvania,  and  are  within  1 2%  miles  square  of  the 
aggregate  area  of  the  coal  fields  of  England.  The  coal  seams  are  continuous 
from  the  summit  of  the  Los  Bronces  range  to  the  Yaqui  River.  The  coal, 
too,  is  said  to  be  of  superior  quality,  even  surpassing  the  Pennsylvania  anthra- 
cite. The  Mexican  coal  has  from  90  to  92  per  cent  of  fixed  carbon,  ^%  to  5 
per  cent  of  volatile  combustible  matter,  and  ^%  to  5  per  cent  of  ash,  and  leaves 
no  clinkers  on  burning. 

To  capitalists  these  rich  mining  fields  should  prove  attractive,  as  they  arc  all 
within  easy  reach  of  the  coast. 


PERU. 

PERMANENT  EXPOSITION  OF  MACHINERY. 

The  Monthly  Bulletin  for  April,  1897,  contained  in  full  an 
executive  decree  authorizing  the  establishment  in  Lima  of  a  per- 
manent exposition  of  machinery,  which  should  be  inaugurated  on 
the  28th  of  July  of  the  same  year.  The  decree  sets  forth  the  full 
scope  and  detail  of  the  undertaking.  Recent  advices  indicate 
that  the  exhibition  is  meeting  with  great  success,  especially  in 
machinery  adapted  for  mining  purposes.  The  management  de- 
sires that  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  may  send  samples 
of  their  most  perfected  machinery  and  implements  useful  in  min- 
ing and  agricultural  work.  Undoubtedly,  there  exists  a  great  field 
for  the  sale  of  such  articles.  It  is  only  needed  that  their  adapta- 
bility to  the  purposes  shall  be  made  known  in  that  country.  All 
communications  on  the  subject  of  application  for  space,  general 
regulations  governing  the  entrance  fees,,  etc.,  should  be  sent  to 
Senor  J.  Pezel  y  Tyrado,  president  of  the  committee. 


UNITED  STATES. 

TRADE  WITH   LATIN-AMERICA. 
statement  of  imports  and  exports. 

Following  is  the  latest  statement,  from  figure  scompiled  by  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  United  States  Treasury  Department,  Worth- 
INGTON  C.  Ford,  chief,  showing  the  value  of  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Latin-American  countries.     The  report  is 
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nth  of  December,  1897,  corrected  to  February  1,  1898, 
iparative  statement  for  the  corresponding  month  of  the 
ear;  also  for  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31, 
pared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1896. 
d  be  explained  that  the  figures  from  the  various  custom- 
iwing  imports  and  exports  for  any  one  month  are  not 
the  Treasury  Department  until  about  the  20th  of  the 
Tionth,  and  some  time  is  necessarily  consumed  in  com- 
id  printing,  so  that  the  returns  for  December,  for 
re  not  published  until  February. 

ORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


cs  and  countries. 


Palo    camptcht ;     Pdu 
t;  Campfche) — 


ica 


3U  s  ( Carbdn  bitutninoso; 
tuminoso ;  Ckarbon  de 
mineux) : 


;  Coco  ou   Cacao  crti ; 


erica. 


America 


Caf/;  Caf/) : 
erica 


America. 


nufactured  (Algoddn  en 
roddo  em  rama;  Coion^ 
facturi) : 
:ica , 


Henequ^n  ;  Henequen  ; 
ten] 


'dianos  ;  Bananas  ;  Ba- 


menca. 
erica. . . 


Varanjcu  ;     Laranjas  ; 


December— 


1896. 


$7,535 
850 


17.  832 


78, 522 
39»  137 


50,  583 

115. 501 

5,027,309 

I,  245,  657 


405, 196 


74.  787 
34,685 


93»  147 


1&97. 


$334 


14, 010 


54.  521 
loi,  697 


132. 643 
203,  829 
4,080, 121 
768, 967 


271.  576 


Twelve  months  ending 
December — 


1896. 


$16,  367 
28,913 


168.  118 


369.  376 

788,.i78 


6,  652,  loi 

3.295.079 
51,053,848 

10,  796,  948 


157,000 


2,  390.  936 


no,  699 

38, 670 


37.  269 


1.535.668 
627, 750 


278.318 


1897. 


$41,499 


224,  2S2 


209 
225,018 

969.344 


6,413,227 
5, 084,  724 

47.  477.  786 
10,  099,  788 


78,348     . 


4,  110,382 


1.527.  551 
707, 420 


150,  800 
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IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


FuT skins{PuUs ^nas/  PelUs;  Four- 
rures) 
South  America 


Hides   and    skins  {Cueros  y  pieUs; 
Couros  e  pelles;  Cuirs  et  peaux) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

South  America 


India  rubber,  crude  {Goma  eldstica 
cruda;  Borracha  criia;  Caout- 
chouc^ brut) : 

Central  America 

Mexico    

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


Lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  etc.  (Plonioengald- 
pagos^   barras^    etc.;    Chumbo  em 
lingucuios^  barras^etc;  Plombs^en 
saumons^  en  barres^  etc.) : 
Mexico 


Sugar,  not  above  No.  16  Dutch  stand- 
ard {Azticar,  no  superior  al  No. 
16  de  la  escaia  holandesa;  Assucar 
ndo  superior  &o  No.  16  de  padr&o 
hollandez;  Sucre,  pas  a  u-dessus  du 
type  hollandais  No.  16) : 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 

Tobacco,  leaf  {Tabaco  en  rama;  Ta- 
baco  em  foUia;  Tabac  en  feuilles)  : 
Mexico 


Wood,    mahogany   {Aladera^    caoba; 
Mogno;  Acajou)'. 

Central  America 

Mexico 

South  America 


Wool  {Lana;  LA;  Lain/) : 
South  America — 

Class  I 

Class  2  

Class  3 


December— 


1896. 


$536 


9.562 
184,  920 
781,682 


52,900 

1,619 

2.  048,  733 

33»  292 


116, 187 


741 
211,956 

667,  246 


25, 191 


31,590 
21,932 

270 


1,761 


1897. 


$3.  872 


22, 109 
131,672 
967,  530 


60,  305 

3,083 

1,782,215 

62,  765 


131,943 


2,  290 

15,074 
416,  949 


11,666 


231 


26,  655 
17,871 


31,934 
8,251 


Twelve  months  ending 
December — 


1896. 


$50.  727 


234.  369 
1,402,744 

7,  882,  482 


467.  657 

37.896 

10.  387, 019 

477,  322 


I,  285,  400 


78,  223 
3,498,416 
4,383.615 


144,  935 


99,055 

349,  216 

25,  370 


I,  390.  737 
359,110 

1,426,354 


1897. 


$34t  572 


210,617 

I.  859.  747 

10, 028,  755 


414,399 
33. 136 

13.671,357 
507.  628 


1,599.923 


13.692 

1.854.  713 
4,  221,  621 


339.  236 


136,  281 

367.  874 

56,498 


4,  906,  323 
I,  183,201 
I.  283,  684 
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EXPORTS  OF   DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


jral  imp\ements(/nsfrumfn- 
V  agricultura;  Instrumentos 
^ricultura;    Machines    agri- 


1  America. 

5 

Domingo. . 
ina 


bia 

South  America 


{Ganoiio  vacuno;  Gado;  B^- 


ral  America 

ico  ...    

h  America  . 


Cerdos;  Porcos;  Cockonsy-^ 

ico 

h  America 


)    {Cahalios;     Cavallos;    Che- 
ux) — 

ral  America 

ico 

;h  America 


{Carneros;   Carntiros;  Mou- 

ny- 

;ico 

th  America 


maps,  engravings,  etc.  (Z<- 
,  mapas^grabados^  etc.;  Livros^ 
fHis,  gravuras,  etc.;  Livres^ 
's  de  g/ographie^  gravures ,  etc. ) : 

il  America 

o   , 


Domingo, 
itina 


ibia 

South  America 


ITs: 

^^fah;  MiUw;  Afais) : 

'5^1  America 

ico 

^^  Domingo 

^i  America  .... 


•   •••••»•• 


(  Trigo;  Trigo;  BU) : 

"'al  America 

ico 

^  America 


December — 


1896. 


$838 

12,066 

92 

12,451 

3,848 

311 
8,716 


2,010 
3.216 

55 


67. 778 


3,812 

12,885 

200 


881 


16.  742 

10, 1 1 1 

116 

I.  371 

6,528 

1,228 
4,671 


2.955 
4I9»  567 


I,  210 


9.665 

9 
151.245 


1897. 


$331 
7.229 

214 

25.  330 

1.345 

139 
14,  724 


147 
8,043 

I,  200 


18,  706 


150 
9,068 
I,  600 


100 
1.474 


4,579 

15.383 

4.2 

1,094 

5.404 
1. 086 

3.843 


6,  210 
50 


1.357 


i66,  394 


Twelve  months  ending 
December — 


1896. 


$28,  172 
120,  827 

2.403 
500,  491 

27.431 

2,  920 

198,  207 


12,  196 
28,  441 

3.323 


345, 056 
631 


59.  632 
73,  074 
17, 781 


14,  121 
20,  427 


78,  574 

179.777 

1.540 

22,  687 

46,  931 
72,  952 

73. 382 


35.157 
2,751.829 

773 
19,  810 


69,  241 

633 
153,545 


1897. 


$27.  152 

119.  195 
1,628 

348.  274 
22,311 

3.163 
146,  158 


15.039 

36,  854 

3.728 


107,  646 
230 


13.400 

70,  672 

5.950 


8,275 
15,839 


50,  262 
129,316 

857 

29,  241 

222,  129 

33.409 
48,  865 


68,903 

991.956 

444 

36,  857 


48,  043 

44 
I,  332,  782 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Breadstuffs — Contin  ued . 

Wheat  flour  {Harina  de  trigo;  Fa- 
rinha  de  trigo;  Farine  de  bU) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Carriages, cars,etc.,  and  parts  of  (Ca- 

rruages^  carros  y  sus  accesorios; 

Carruagefis^    carros  ^  €   partes  de 

carros;  Voitures^  wagons  et  Uurs 

parties) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo , 

Argentina , 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 

C)'cles  and  parts  of  {Bicicios  y  sus 
accesorios;  Bicyclos  e  accessorios; 
Bicyclcttes  et  leurs  parties) : 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Clocks  and  watches  {Relojes  de  pared 
y  de  bolsillo:  Relogios  deparede  e  de 
bolso  ;  Pcndules  et  montres) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Brazil , 

Other  South  America. , 

QQ?i\  {Carbdn  ;  Carvflo ;  Charbon)\ 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Cotton,  unmanufactured  {Aigoddnno 
ffianufactitrado  ;  Algoddo  nilo  ma- 
nufacturado  ;  Coton  tion  manufaC' 
tur^) : 
Mexico 

Cotton  cloths  {Tejidos  de  algoddn; 
Fazendas  de  algodUo;  Coton^  ma- 
nufacture) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 


December — 


1896. 


$85,319 

9.645 

22,  243 

265,  360 

65,  562 

166,  242 


19.  569 
10,  877 

982 

2.533 
3.093 

6,394 
6,  269 


7.050 

5.  "4 

790 

2.245 

1.390 
924 

8.357 


1.687 
•1,944 
3.177 
1,424 
6,666 


5.402 
54. 070 

1.455 
14.  250 

3,  200 

2,649 


268, 852 


41,691 
22,  585 


1897- 


$113,769 
9,001 

15.641 
368,  186 

31,001 
141.  805 


3.645 

38,  395 

6,948 

7,451 
4.825 

4.783 
3.028 


727 
5.450 

24 
6,046 

9,071 

2. 131 
4.687 


719 
1,017 

2,873 
5.097 
9.749 


831 

65.  383 

2.957 

7.585 


375 


433.  419 


20,  317 
29. 053 


Twelve  months  • 
Deceniber- 


1896. 


Jl.  049,  344 
133. 166 

125.  327 
2,925,919 

570,  944 
1,496,  818 


161,  S18 
551,066 
13.089 
108,  464 
111,849 

33.349 
62,344 


75.063 

51.  887 

1.873 
22, 196 

22.934 
20,904 

42,915 


13.095 
42. 437 
41,717 
71.458 
113.834 


29,  231 

480, 137 

18.  846 

75.  365 
42,406 

24, 785 


1,632,838 


650, 176 
456,  857 


$1, 

3. 
I, 


I. 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE— Continued. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Cotton  cloths — Continued. 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . . . 


Wearing  apparel  (cotton)  {Ropa  de 
al^oddn;  Roupa  de  algoddo;  VSte- 
mtnts  en  cotoit) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo  

Argentina 

Brazil , 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


Fruits  and   nuts  {Frulas  y  nueces; 
Frutas e nozes ;  Fruits  et  fwisettes): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Hides    and    skins   {Cueros  y  pieles; 
Couros  e  pelUs;   Cuirs  et  peaux): 

J^entral  America 

^'exico 


^''^^  iJLiipulos;  Lupulos;  HoubUm)-, 

>;entral  America 

fe^cico 

^an  to  Domingo 

^°»«*^  America 


Nostra 


■^ents: 


*''»c  and  scientific    apparatus 

^'^^paratos  eUctricosy  cientijicos; 

'^^^arelhcs  electricos  e  scientifi- 

^^-s^  V  Appareih  /lectriques  et  sci- 

O^^^i^fues)— 

j^«   '■tiral  America 

^Y^^^ico 

T:^_^^ntina , 


South  America. 


X>I1 


B,j-1*'5  Steel,  Manufactures  of: 

^^rs'  hardware,  and  saws  and 
^^o\s  (Afateria/es  de  metal  para 
^opistruccufn^  sierras  y  kerra- 
**^ientas;  Ferragens^  serras  e 
f^erramentas ;  MatMaux  de 
Construction  en  fer  et  acier^  scies 

^jr^ntral  America 

Mexico 


December— 


1896. 


$9,522 

15.070 
62,  688 
28, 145 

197.  331 


33.  162 
28,415 

744 
8,925 
2,599 
6,341 
4,469 


6,701 
11,261 

1,104 
184 
482 

1.427 
5.549 


625 


246 

27 
136 

87 


2,823 
34.285 

11,784 
7,460 

11,604 


11,043 
54, 819 


X897. 


$12,  206 

26,  378 
50,965 

27.  833 
95,  489 


13.621 
30, 058 
2,081 
1,897 
5.603 
2,829 
3,326 


4,299 
6,516 
286 
352 
417 
978 
2,510 


175 


106 
362 

3 
50 


3,997 
31,390 

6,592 
17,043 

4,655 


8,323 
30, 100 


Twelve  months  ending 
December — 


1896. 


$107,  447 
322,  787 

7".  531 

397. 404 

1,421,336 


212,  423 

338,  349 
25,608 

62,  978 

69.59s 
47,  650 
58,446 


53. 988 

78, 058 

2,625 

3,477 
12,049 

8,352 
35.218 


1,010 
28,094 


2,492 
6,027 

450 

1,340 


70,  925 

287,488 
120,  714 

215.163 
180,  370 


173,081 
719,077 


1897. 


$91,466 

158,  202 

546,  504 

349.  725 
I,  121,055 


206,  556 
309,980 
22,471 
43,  820 
57.  247 
49.  379 
43.  951 


50, 182 

59.  645 
1,699 

7. 141 
12,  302 

10,  465 

29,  626 


543 
13,968 


3,238 
80,  768 

5 
1,298 


85,490 
302,  058 

154,325 
119,  298 

149,  829 


116,611 
502,694 
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Articles  and  countries. 


Iron  and  Steel,  Manufactures  of — C't'd. 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil , 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 

Sewing  machines  and  parts  of  {Md- 

quinas    de   coser  y    accesorios; 

Machinas  di  coser  e  accessories; 

Machines  ^  coudre  et  leurs  par- 

ties) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Typewriting  machines  and  parts 
of  {Mdquifias  de  escribtr  y  acce- 
sonos ;  Machitms  de  escribir  e 
accessorios ,  Alachines  a  /crire 
et  leurs  parties)-. 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Leather,  other  than  sole  (Cuero^  dis- 
tifito  del  de  sue  la;  Couro  nHo  para 
solas;  Cuirs,  autres  qiu  pour  se- 
melles)  : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo. 

Argentina .  . . .  , 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


Boots  and  shoes   {Calzado;  Calvados; 
Chaussures) : 

Central  America 

Mexico » 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Naval  stores:  Rosin,  tar,  etc.  {Resina 
y  alquitrdn;  Resina  e  alcatrSo;  R^- 
sine  et  ^^oudron) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 


December — 


1896. 


$1,310 
13.941 
19.  542 
10,  869 
3i»8i9 


5.824 

23.  765 
69 

3.375 

23.  527 

14.  397 
12,  262 


814 

1.853 


1,510 

257 
131 

1.545 


11,029 

4,915 
2,  821 

5.902 


2,  190 

956 
164 

17, 795 


1897. 


$1, 029 

13.  59' 
14. 031 

9.905 
18,  848 


2,409 

15.194 
10 

2,  220 

II,  112 

5,845 
12,312 


1,580 

655 

2,741 

2,092 

60 

90 

1,679 

1,416 

255 

660 

261 

445 

2,016 

742 

1, 191 

95 


3.449 

35 
764 


II,  870 

5,476 

4.389 
1,621 


1.583 

1.645 

1,178 

24,  766 


Twelve  months  end 
December— 


1896. 


$11.  595 

219,  397 
284,  494 

105,  549 

283,  543 


88,860 
199.  669 

1.657 
130.412 

134.  885 

92. 973 

139. 647 


5.518 

20,466 

613 

3.701 
16,613 

3.051 
20,  167 


90,930 
50,  9^2 

40,590 
23.908 


26,662 

12,  334 

4.838 

86,166 


189 


$1: 
16I 

i8< 

10: 

23: 


6i 

20i 
] 

8' 

8: 
101 
10^ 


2' 


A 
r 


15 

1 
] 

3<: 


It 


91 
7i 
4; 

2' 


i: 


S{ 
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nd  countries. 


>ntinueci. 

merica 

fits    of    {Agtmrrds; 

:a 

> 

nerica 

"ude  {Aceites^  mitu- 
Oleos,  mituraes^  crtis; 
lies,  brutes) : 

eiined  or  manufac- 

fj,    minerales^    refi- 

ufacturados;    OUos, 

mados  6  manufaciu- 

,  min/raUs^  raffimfes^ 

tr/€s)\ 

:a 

> 

merica 

ceites  vegetates;  Oleos 

'ties  v/g^tales) : 

:a 

3 

nerica 

affin  wax  {Para^na 

Una;  Paraffina  e  cera 

Parajffine  et  cirefaite 

nee)'. 

ca 

nerica 

ising  meat  and  dairy 

{Carne  de    vaca    eft 
te  de  vacca  em  latas; 
ynserves) — 
rrica 

0.9 4 


December— 


1896. 


27,  861 

1.370 

23,  160 


566 

219 

52 

2.455 

2,534 

994 

3.925 


39.  107 


9.497 
16, 793 

2,483 
128, 347 

86,  910 

14,769 

137.  510 


659 

27.  945 
922 

3,  III 
1,568 

7.143 


2,131 

4.983 

1.576 

647 


4.215 
1,134 


1897. 


$14. 133 
427 

16,  806 


418 
380 
150 

9.987 
8,  210 

559 
4.205 


34.  708 


9,  202 

11,770 

2,035 

71.771 

99.  363 

.9.  389 

75, 103 


266 

51,  507 
1,896 


9.873 
3.269 


3.529 
n,  207 

785 
256 


2.  726 
1,271 


Twelve  months  ending 
December— 


1896. 


1897. 


$263,  304   $205,  978 


14.  534 
118,669 


3,758 
2, 108 

303 
77.651 
48,  228 

5.998 
42, 861 


15,829 
9'-.  768 


3.381 
2.958 

435 

52,  361 

60,  660 

5.063 

37. 716 


374.  293 


338,9" 


169, 570 

"8,434 

156,048 

182,515 

38, 533 

56.  841 

1,273,484 

859.  122 

I,  508,  760 

I,  714.  985 

122, lOI 

106, 104 

1, 127,  740 

865,  928 

4.932 

2,  500 

316,997 

322,  895 

14, 089 

20, 124 

13.  521 

3.772 

•69,  751 

182. 570 

33.  675 

73.  349 

26,  496 

26,019 

153.710 

14:5,  536 

17,040 

10.555 

6,  123 

4.957 

27,  543 
14.  547 


36. 955 
12,743 
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Articles  and  countries. 


Provisions,  etc. — Continued. 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . . 


Beef,  salted  or  piclcled  (Came 
de  vaca^  salada  6  en  salmuera; 
Carne  de  vaecai  salgada  ou 
em  salmoura;  Bceuf,  saU  ou  en 
saumure) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 

Tallow  (5.f^^/  Sebo;  Sutf)— 

C«entral  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Bacon    {Tocino;     Toucinko;    Lard 
fum/) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Hams   {Janiones;   Presunto;  Jam- 
bons) — 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo , 

Brazil .• 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Pork   (Came  de  puerco;    Carne  de 
porco;  Pore) — 

Central  America 

Santo  Domingo. 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Lard  {Manteca;  Banha;  Saindoux)-. 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo -. 

Argentina 

Brazil •  •  • 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


December— 


X896. 


679 
1,133 


3.503 
30 

5" 
118 

916 

20,  757 


11,068 
1,629 

175 
2,000 

4x5 
1,058 


1.575 
834 

473 
22, 980 

337 
3,198 


3,860 
2,257 

1. 034 


1,267 
11,560 


4.664 
422 
263 

274 
26,  167 


7,902 

35.  535 
2,214 


23,068 

13.  147 
67.  977 


1897. 


•15 

359 
262 

909 


2,007 

47 
109 

378 

554 
16,170 


8,366 

3.079 

5.585 
6,  518 

20 

1,665 


1,214 
962 

91 
33. 189 

87 
4,116 


2.547 
210 

45 
269 

16,421 


Twelve  months  ei 
December— 


1896. 


$86 

21,208 

6,  198 

11,624 


29,  201 

366 

2,  140 

4,884 

10, 189 

212,238 


123,666 

54. 976 
23, 865 

2,979 

8,405 

10,724 


18,  391 

9,419 

2,185 

985,  346 

1,501 

21,412 


3,271 

29,993 

1,868 

31,  384 

384 

6,387 

127 

650 

I,  102 

",925 

10,  889 

90.475 

59, 210 

4.078 

21,618 

6.338 
251.485 


10,947 

120, 585 

10. 655 

246,  361 

1,897 

20,611 

118 

4,792 

07, 165 

720, 192 

8,416 

138. 589 

60,206 

679, 263 

I.O 


I 

2 


1,0 
I 
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rtides  and  countries. 


,  etc. — Continued, 
id  oleomargarine  (Grasa  y 
nargarina;  OUo  e  oUomarga- 
i;    OUo  et    oUomarganne)'. 

al  America 

:o 

nbia 

South  America 

{Mantequilla  ;  Manteiga  ; 
rre): 
al  America 


:o 

Domingo. 


ibia 

South  America. 


Queso;  Queijo  ;  Fromage) — 

il  America. . .  .* 

:o 

Domingo 


ibia 


South  America. 


efined    {Azticar    refituido; 
luar  nfinado ;    Sucre  raf' 


al  America. 


Domingo 

nbia 

South  America 


jnmanufactured  ( Tabaco  no 
facturado;  Tabaco  ftAo  ma- 
turado;    Tabac  non   manu- 
V): 
America 


na 

)ia 

iouth  America 


manufactures  of  {Afanufac- 
de  tabaco;  Manufacturas  de 
;  Tabac  fabrique) : 
America 


na. 


'la 

>outh  America. 


manufactured  {Madera  no 
facturada ;     Madeira     n&o 
facturada;   Bois  brut)\ 
America 


December— 


X896. 


$2 
161 
400 

6,459 


4.943 
3.963 
274 
6.550 
1,615 

7.545 


1,701 
1.764 

387 


1,018 
1.339 


4.403 
758 

155 
2.954 


370 

6,825 

160 

307 

15.475 


3.538 
605 

4.447 

25 

20 

5.477 


16,  2H 

10,  ^>6i 


1897. 


$16 


439 


5.557 
4.838 

435 

7.785 

1.257 
6,  292 


2.023 

1,507 

179 

8 

768 

1.569 


5.469 
2,631 

145 
3,062 

231 


4.980 
19. 035 


140 
5.679 


4.598 
2,887 


10 

235 
4.325 


2,475 
15.387 


Twelve  months  ending 
December— 


1896. 


$334 

1.387 

7,813 

31.417 


42.693 

35.  837 

5.903 

36,  600 

16,  885 
83.  508 


17,534 

14.  789 
3,999 

153 
9.649 

15.  380 


74. 428 
31.013 

2,181 
66,  990 

1.628 


29,  297 

116,328 

5,922 

4.326 

91,237 


70.  971 
17.971 

77.  937 

1,888 

3.295 
6i,457 


232,  627 
256,  161 


X897. 


$438 

475 

6,835 

24. 031 


48.  245 
41,  536 
7.438 
56, 183 
21.255 
84. 189 


19,  921 
14,296 

4,719 

314 

12,  116 

16,  316 


53.  578 
19.409 

2,369 
35. 020 

5.209 


18,508 

120,  727 

1,460 

3.554 
86,  557 


57. 846 

8.596 

10,  265 

75 

930 

76, 375 


84,  563 
207,  258 
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Articles  and  countries. 


Wood,  unmanufactured — Continued. 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


December — 


1896. 


Lumber  {Maderas ;   Madeiras;  Bois 
de  construction) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Furniture  (Muebles ;  Mobilia ;  Afcu- 
bies) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Wool,  raw  {Lana   cruda ;  Lit   crtia; 
Laines  brutes)  (pounds) : 
Mexico 


$6,845 


1.355 
1,490 


14,  096 

77»  978 

415 
loi,  968 

48,834 

757 
88,406 


18,043 

21,531 
I.  331 
3.374 
3.589 
3.923 

13.  387 


2,479 


1897. 


,  201 


I,  128 
1.588 


2,284 

42,  642 

3.447 
120,  560 

47.  793 

5.342 

17,  728 


8,  301 

22,  339 

1,095 

1.575 
3.485 
3,006 

6,993 


Twelve  months  ending 
December — 


1896. 


1897. 


$33.  773 
9,886 

9.512 
14.  532 


$19.  6S6 
16,  243 

2S. S74 
42.  762 


101,451 

757.  249 

54.  228 

1,089,  165 

826,  300 

43-419 
740,  572 


153.828 

123.  561 

174.338 

186,  232 

10,734 

11.767 

81.565 

75.  574 

56, 641 

48,  183 

35. 132 

41.  520 

113,707 

78,001 

230, 014 

30,  459 

loi.  227 

211.345 
71.813 

765. 962 

597.431 
69.791 

530, 560 


URUGUAY. 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

In  a  report  to  the  Department  of  State,  United  States  Consul 
SwALM  says  that  the  total  number  of  schools  in  Uruguay  is  533, 
having  an  average  term  of  nine  months.  Of  this  number,  181  are 
located  in  the  cities  and  towns ;  the  rural  sections  have  the  remain- 
ing 352.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  schools,  in  late  years,  has 
been  mainly  confined  to  the  country.  In  addition  to  those  men- 
tioned, there  are  379  private  institutions  in  the  Republic.  The 
average  attendance  is  9  per  cent  of  the  population,  and  Mr.  Swalm 
states  that,  while  this  figure  may  show  a  small  proportion  of  school 
attendance,  it  is  very  considerably  the  highest  reported  in  South 
America.  The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  1896  was  1,990, 
601  of  whom  were  men  and  1,381  women;  all  but  606  of  this  num- 
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ber  were  natives.  There  were  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  5 1 ,3 1 2 
pupils  and  in  private  schools  22,689.  The  cost  per  scholar  in  the 
public  schools  was  $  1 2.38,  Uruguayan  money,  gold,  $  i  of  which  is 
equivalent  to  $ i.o3J^  in  United  States  currency.  The  average  pay 
3f  teachers  per  month  is  $35.50,  men  receiving  a  slightly  higher  rate 
than  women.  The  consul  states  that  there  are  two  normal  schools 
in  successful  operation — one  for  men  and  one  for  women.  Modern 
methods  of  instruction  are  employed.  The  high-school  system  is 
not  known,  but  there  is  a  university  under  governmental  direction, 
with  law,  medical,  engineering,  and  collegiate  departments.  This 
university  is  thorough  in  its  course  and  has  a  flattering  attendance. 


VENEZUELA. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  FOR  1897-1898. 

Number  30. 

(Third  Edition.) 

[Continued  from  February  Bulletin.] 

§  4. — Class  IV. 

Duty, — 75  centimes  of  the  bolivar, 

Almond  or  linseed  oil. 

risK  oil  and  cotton-seed  oil. 

"alin  oil,  siccative  oil  or  painters'  oil. 

Olives,  capers  of  all  kinds. 

O"  ard  vinegar  cruets,  water  and  wine  decanters  and  cruet  stands,  other  than 
those  Having  any  part  of  gold  or  silver,  which  come  under  Class  VIII,  and  those 
o»  ^rman  silver  or  gilt  or  silvered,  which  are  comprised  in  Class  VI. 

Articles  of  all  kinds  of  steel,  iron,  copper,  brass,  tin,  tin  plate,  bell  metal, 
bronze,  lead,  pewter,  zinc,  and  nickel,  not  elsewhere  mentioned,  whether  pol- 
ished, Varnished,  tinned,  or  bronzed,  or  not;  furnaces  for  the  manufacture  of 

sugar. 

^Ictallic  wire,  manufactured  in  frames  for  wigs,  bird  cages,  racks  for  clothes 
or  hats  and  other  similar  articles ;  also  frames  for  parasols  and  umbrellas. 

Almonds,  hazelnuts,  nuts,  peanuts,  chestnuts,  and  all  other  dried  fruits  with 
shells,  not  'specified. 
^^^^K  and  all  similar  apparatus. 
Sicgert»s  bitters. 

Bcnesecd,  canary  seed,  and  millett. 

Aniseed,  carraway  seed,  Ceylon  and  Chinese  cinnamon  ('*  caneloh"),  garlic, 
cumin,  cloves,  origan,  pepper,  and  other  kinds  of  spices. 
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Chandeliers,  globes,  shades,  candelabra,  candlesticks,  beacons,  street  lamps, 
lamps,  lanterns,  hanging  lamps,  etc.,  not  ornamented  with  gold  or  silver,  which 
are  included  in  Class  VIII,  or  those  of  German  silver  and  those  gilt  or  sil- 
vered, which  are  taxed  according  to  Class  VI.  Accessories  thereof  imported 
with  the  above-mentioned  articles  will  be  dutiable  according  to  the  class  to 
which  they  belong. 

Christmas  trees. 

Jet,  unmanufactured. 

Sugar,  white  or  refined. 

Scales,  Roman  balances,  and  copper  weights,  or  in  which  copper  predomi- 
nates, including  weights,  even  of  iron,  when  imported  together  with  the  scales. 

Wooden  troughs  or  buckets. 

Billiard-table  cushions,  and  bands  or  belts  of  coarse  oilcloth  for  steam  engines. 

Bagatelle  tables  with  all  their  accessories. 

Felts  for  hats,  not  fulled,  hair  for  hats,  paper  wrappers,  leather  hat  bands,  lin- 
ings, plush,  peaks  for  caps  and  kepis,  and  other  articles  exclusively  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  hats,  such  as  oilcloth  prepared  with  gum  lac  dissolved  in  alcohol, 
employed  for  the  manufacture  of  black  felt  hats,  and  solutions  of  said  gum  in 
alcohol. 

Shoe  blacking.* 

Billiard  tables,  with  all  their  accessories,  including  the  balls  and  cloth  covers, 
when  imported  together  with  the  tables. 

Armenian  bole  and  lees  {"borra  "),  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

Boxes  of  wood,  even  imported  in  pieces,  i.  e,,  in  boards  for  making  same. 

Baskets,  large  or  small,  hand  baskets,  small  carriages  for  children,  and  other 
articles  of  osier  and  wickerwork,  including  children's  carriages,  whatever  be  the 
material  from  which  made ;  cotton  canvas  covered  with  paper,  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  envelopes,  and  tissue  coated  with  sulphate  of  copper. 

Pasteboard,  manufactured  or  prepared  for  boxes,  large  and  small,  or  in  any 
other  form,  excepting  for  toys,  masks,  and  playing  cards.  Blank  visiting  cards 
of  any  size  are  likewise  included  in  this  number. 

Barley,  husked  or  ground. 

** Cebadilla.'^     Sneezeroot  (veratrum  sabbadilla). 

Capsules  for  bottles. 

Brushes,  common,  horse  brushes,  and  those  of  horn  or  whalebone,  for  scrub- 
bing. 

Wax,  vegetable,  black  or  yellow,  not  prepared. 

Bristles  and  horsehair. 

Wooden  horses  or  carrousels. 

Glue,  common,  and  collodion  for  photographers. 

Linen,  unbleached,  and  cloth  called  "  coleta,^^  (crash)  unbleached.  No.  2 ;  linen 
coarser  than  that  comprised  in  No.  1 1 5  of  Class  III,  but  which  has  been  more  or 
less  bleached,  including  Indian  taffeta  (" cotonia"). 

Pointed  knives,  common,  with  or  without  sheaths;  knives  with   handles  of 

*In  virtue  of  a  circular  of  September  35,  1896,  bituminous  oil,  employed  for  blackening  and 
softening  harness,  is  subject  to  the  same  duty.    {''Gatxia  OJScial"  N*.  6827,  of  September,  30,  1896.) 
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wood  or  other  common  material  for  fishermen,  shoemakers,  saddlers,  gardeners, 
cigar  makers ;  large  common  knives  for  farming  and,  generally,  all  those  employed 
in  arts  or  trades. 

Varnishes  of  all  kinds. 

Caoutchouc  made  into  tubes  or  pipes,  and  in  sheets  or  bands  for  machine 
belting. 

Oilcloth  for  floors,  packing,  and  roofing. 
Mirrors  of  all  kinds  and  plate  glass,  silvered. 
Spermaceti  and  paraffine. 

"Espuma  de  mar,*^  substance  employed  for  making  bread  and  for  other  simi- 
lar purposes. 
Mats,  large  and  small,  and  matting  for  Hoors. 
Small  table  mats. 

Figures,  ornaments,  and  articles  of  all  kinds  used  in  putting  up  confectionery; 
also  gilt  paper  bags  or  cornucopias,  finished  or  partly  finished,  imported  for  the 
above  purpose.  Should  the  receptacles  referred  to  be  covered  with  silk  or  velvet 
or  ornamented  with  flowers  or  other  articles  liable  to  higher  duties,  they  shall, 
"nless  completely  filled  with  sweetmeats,  be  placed  under  Class  VI  as  fancy 
inkles. 

Carpets  or  door  mats  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

^ricd  fruits. 

^''uits  in  brandy,  syrup,  or  in  their  juice. 

^adciJetrees. 

\^^*^cial  flowers  of  porcelain. 

'^^^•Jits  or  crackers  in  the  preparation  of  which  sugar  is  employed. 

*^^^Une  and  benzine. 

^^^^tinc  of  all  kinds, 
p 

^toe,  maize,  and  rye  flour. 
PI 

^^tiakers*  thread  and  hemp  ropes  for  halters,  with  core  of  tow. 
^^*'Sc  thread  of  hemp,  pita,  flax,  or  cotton,  excepting  thread  intended  for 
^>   embroidering,  and  weaving. 
*i^c  or  cord,  twisted  lines  or  twine  for  fishing,  and  hempen  thread  for  fish- 


mgn. 

^  plate  and  sheet  iron,  manufactured  into  articles  not  specified,  and  iron 
**s  for  domestic  use  when  they  have  lids  or  covers  of  tin  plate  or  sheet  iron. 
^<i,  mixed  with  other  greases,  and  oleomargarine. 

•T* 

^ols  used  in  the  arts  and  trades,  with  or  without  handles,  such  as  pincers, 

^      ^''^»  compasses,  gimlets,  trowels,  chisels  of  all  kinds  for  carpenters,  levels, 

°.  ^s»  jack  planes,  adzes,  rabbet  planes,  awls,  files,  hammers,  saws,  tongs  and 

^  .  ^^J's,  lathes  and  vises,  drawing  knives,  planes,  bits,  bitstocks  and  other  similar 

^*^^,  together  with  the  wooden  boxes  containing  any  of  these  instruments. 

^^Or  chalk  for  tailors. 

y'^ps  of  all  kinds,  other  than  medicinal ;  confectionery  of  all  kinds,  sugar 
^y   and  flavoured  rice  flour  employed  for  sweets, 
^^ling  wax,  in  cakes  or  sticks. 


L 
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Wool,  raw ;  coarse  and  half-fine  sail-cloth  of  hemp  or  cotton,  unbleached. 

Milk,  condensed. 

Books,  printed  and  bound,  excepting  those  mentioned  in  Class  VIII. 

Faience  in  imitation  of  porcelain. 

Porcelain,  common,  and  china  in  any  form,  not  specified. 

Hops. 

Wood  manufactured  into  articles  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

"Manigrafos  "  (duplicators  or  copying  apparatus). 

Lard  mixed  with  other  greases  and  oleomargarine. 

Marble,  jasper,  alabaster,  granite  and  other  similar  stones,  wrought  or  polished, 
in  articles  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

Maizena. 

Wicks  and  twists  for  lamps,  and  lamp-chimney  cleaners. 

Mustard,  in  the  grain  or  in  powder. 

Furniture  of  common  wood,  osier,  straw  or  cane  and  furniture  of  iron  and 
wood. 

Organs  and  all  kinds  of  parts  thereof  imported  separately. 

Ossein  (ostein). 

Wood  in  strips  for  making  matches. 

Paste  or  mastic  for  polishing,  and  that  used  for  the  tips  of  billiard  cues. 

Wall  paper. 

Composition  imitating  porcelain,  marble,  granite  or  any  fine  stone,  in  all  kinds 
of  articles,  excepting  toys  for  children. 

Tobacco,  cut,  for  cigarettes. 

Flints,  touchstones,  polishing  and  similar  stones,  not  mentioned  in  the  other 
classes. 

Hides  neither  tanned  nor  prepared. 

Baking  powden 

Solders. 

Leather  tips  for  billiard  cues. 

Cheese  of  all  kinds. 

Sacks,  empty,  of  canvas,  coarse  hempen  cloth  called  "  coUta,''  unbleached 
thick  linen  and  other  similar  fabrics. 

Sausages,  hams  in  tins,  fish  in  tins,  alimentary  preserves,  mushrooms,  dried  or 
in  sauce ;  lacteous  flour  and  all  other  provisions,  prepared  or  not,  not  mentioned 
in  the  other  classes  such  as  Buitoni's  agglutinated  paste. 

Sauces  of  all  kinds  and  pickles  in  mustard. 

Tallow,  raw,  rendered  or  pressed,  and  ordinary  fats  of  all  kinds  for  making 
soap. 

Syphons  and  machines  for  aerated  waters. 

Sole  leather,  dyed  or  not,  not  worked,  and  hempen  soles  for  sandals  (alpar- 
gatas.) 

Piano  stools,  of  whatever  material. 

Talc  in  sheets  or  powder. 

Horsehair  fishing  lines. 

Meat  covers  of  wire  gauze. 
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rs  with  heads  of  metal,  glass,  crystal,  or  porcelain, 
i  of  cotton,  hemp,  esparto,  or  flax,  for  floor  coverings,  even  when  mixed 
lall  quantity  of  wool ;  and  horsehair  tissues  for  covering  furniture. 
»  prepared  for  oil  paintings,  and  stumps  for  drawing, 
i,  common,  of  hemp,  flax,  or  cotton,  for  furniture,  in  bands,  belts,  or 
form,  and  cotton  dishcloths  for  domestic  use,  and  straw  ribbon  for 

rn  heels,  shod  or  not  with  copper  or  iron. 

of  tinned  stufl^  or  paper  (**de papel  estahado**),  for  shoemakers,  of  i 

e  in  width  and  1 2  centimetres  in  length. 

cks  and  corkscrews. 

in  sticks,  lumps,  or  other  form,  for  billiards. 

Venetian,  etc.,  for  doors  and  windows, 
.ckers  called  "triquttraques,** 
r  tubes  and  hose,  and  bands  for  machinery. 

:'  coarse  and  other  cloth  or  of  twilled  cloth  ("cotonia'*),  for  vessels. 
^  candles, 
pedes  or  bicycles. 

md  crystal,  manufactured,  in  any  form  not  elsewhere  mentioned. 
,  of  whatever  origin,  when  imported  in  demijohns  or  bottles,  excepting 
s,   which  are   taxed  according  to  Class   III.     Port  wine,   even   red, 

in  demijohns  or  bottles,  shall  be  included  in  the  present  class. 
:s  of  gypsum  of  all  kinds,  excepting  toys. 

§  5. — Class  V. 

Diity. — I  bolivar  25  centimes, 

nd  soaps,  perfumed, 
sesame,  benesced,  castor  oil,  and  other  not  mentioned  in  the  preceding 

ver  oil. 

ic  acid,  in  powder. 

cand  liquid  ammonia. 

waters  and  hair  wash,  such  as  "Jlorihna  "  and  the  like. 

of  all  kinds  other  than  of  cane,  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited; 
r  cognac  and  their  essences,  absinthe,  Hollands  and  their  essences  up  to 
icr;  above  22°  the  duty  shall  be  proportional. 

of  all  kinds  other  than  of  cane,  the  importation  of  which  is  prohibited; 
r  cognac  and  their  essences,  absinthe,  Hollands  and  their  essences  up  to 
icr;  above  22*^  the  duty  shall  be  proportional. 
ids,  peeled. 

atus  for  measuring  hats, 
graphic  apparatus. 

•  of  gummed'  stuflf"  for  hats,  bonnets,  and  caps, 
and  buckles  covered  with  leather. 

and  fine  stones  for  sharpening  razors,  and  razor  paste. 
I. 
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Quicksilver. 

Trunks,  traveling  sacks,  bags,  valises,  and  portmanteaus  of  all  kinds. 

Skins  for  carrying  wine,  and  purses  and  small  bags  of  oilcloth  for  grain 
samples. 

Bandages,  bougies  or  probes,  trasses,  lint,  strainers  or  filters,  sucking  bottles 
and  nipples,  breast  pumps,  cupping  glasses,  anodyne  necklaces,  spatulas,  lances, 
retorts,  clyster  pumps,  syringes  of  all  kinds,  and  syphons  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

"Bramante"  (unbleached  tissue),  "^rtn,"  ticks,  drills,  domestic  cloth,  **lun- 
cillOf^*  "platilla,**  *'warandol**  or  Irish  linen,  unbleached,  of  linen  or  cotton,  and 
other  similar  unbleached  tissues,  including  those  with  colored  stripes  or  pat- 
terns, provided  that  the  ground  be  unbleached ;  and  Holland  of  black  or  blue 
thread. 

Brushes  and  paint  brushes  of  all  kinds. 

Hat  cases  of  leather. 

Almanacs  of  all  kinds. 

Camerae  obscurae  or  camers  lucidae,  for  drawing  or  photography,  and  other 
similar  apparatus. 

Cotton  canvas  for  embroidering,  and  canvas  of  unbleached  thread  similar  to 
the  light  tissues  used  for  mosquito  nets. 

Capsules,  sacks  or  bags  of  paper,  of  .all  kinds  and  sizes,  with  or  without 
inscriptions,  for  pharmaceutical  purposes. 

Tortoise  shell,  crude. 

Homespun  linen,  white  linen  called  "coleta,**  "lienzo  de  rosa^^*  camel-hair 
cloth,  cotton  cretonne  and  linen  cretonne,  called  unbleached  German  dowlas  Nos. 
9,  lo,  and  ii,  lining  {"crehuela"),  striped  or  checked,  colored  or  not,  and  all 
other  similar  tissues  not  mentioned  in  other  classes. 

Sieves  of  copper  wire,  of  leather,  wood,  or  horsehair. 

Brushes  for  the  teeth,  hair,  clothes,  shoes,  and  any  other  use,  exeepting 
brushes  mentioned  in  Class  IV. 

White  wax,  pure  or  mixed,  not  wrought,  and  mineral  wax. 

Bristles  for  shoemakers. 

Fish  glue  and  liquid  glue  for  shoemakers. 

Colours  and  paints,  not  otherwise  mentioned,  such  as  blueings  ultramarine,  and 
"  Aalsomine,**  of  different  colors. 

Cork,  in  sheets,  stoppers,  and  in  any  other  shape. 

Lasting  for  uppers  of  shoes. 

Amethyst  (quartz). 

Cubebs. 

Penknives,  razors,  scissors,  and  "jack  knives;"  table  knives  and  forks,  except 
those  with  handles  plated  with  gold  or  silver,  which  are  dutiable  according  to 
Class  VIII ;  and  those  of  German  silver,  silvered  or  gilt,  which  are  comprised 
in  Class  VI. 

Cords,  single  or  wound  with  thread  {" entorchados**). 

Beer,  concentrated. 

Sassafras  and  all  other  medicinal  barks. 

Cotton  drills,  white  or  colored,  and  cotton  flannel,  white  or  colored,  also 
cotton  drill  called  "  casineite.** 
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,  medicines,  and  chemical  products,  not  otherwise  mentioned;  also  all 

es  and  medicinal  articles  or  substances,  such  as  bicarbonate  of  soda, 

:,  cardaipom  seeds  and  plants ;   peptonized  beer,  rock  salt  for  animals, 

r  elixir  of  coca. 

th,  of  all  kinds,  other  than  those  used  for  floors,  packing  and  roofing 

d  in  Class  IV. 

1  buckram. 

IS,  large  and  small,  and  horsehair  brooms. 

es  and  extracts  of  all  kinds,  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

scopes,  cosmoramas,   dioramas,  panoramas,  magic  lanterns,   and  other 

pparatus. 

lanterns,  paper  collars,  fronts  and  cuffs,  including  those  lined  with  stuff, 

ufactured  paper  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

masks,  breast-plates  and  boxing  gloves. 

Korus  in  paste. 

graphs. 

n  blankets. 

en  blankets,  white  or  with  coloured  fringes,  and  dark  blankets  of  goat's 

2brin"). 

ac,  copal,  and  all  kinds  of  gums  and  resins  not  otherwise  mentioned. 

Kair  gloves  and  fencing  gloves. 

rine. 

ary  sewing  thread,  untwisted  thread  for  embroidering  and  thread  of  one 

veaving. 

cone. 

s  and  statuettes,  other  than  those  of  gold  or  silver. 

i\  instruments  and  boxes,  and  all  accessories  thereof,  excepting  organs 

OS. 

al,  dental,  anatomical,  mathematical,  and  other  scientific  instruments 

rhere  mentioned. 

white,  marbled,  called  Castille  or  Marseilles, 

common. 

r  chessmen,  draughts,  dominoes,  roulette,  and  similar  games. 

es  and  engravings  on  paper. 

books,  crayons  and  charcoal  pencils  for  drawing,  notebooks  and  port- 

.hographed  receipt  and  check  books,  pencils  of  all  kinds,  except  slate 

ubber  erasers,  wafers  and  stamps  for  letters,  writing  ink  and  ink  powder, 

ives,  pencil  cases,  sealing  wax  and  wafers,  sand,  steel  pens,  penholders, 

s,  and  all  other  stationery  articles,  with  the  exception  of  envelopes  and 

:ontaininggold  or  silver. 

containing  gold  or  silver  leaf,  whether  real  or  imitation,  for  gilding  or 
;  bronze  in  powder  and  books  for  bronzing. 

r  stands,  empty,  or  containing  a  liqueur  not  comprised  in  a  higher  class, 
icillo,'^  "  brin"  and  domestic  tissues,  of  linen  or  cotton,  unbleached  or 

of  whatever  category, 
ilings. 
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Striped  tissues,  ** arabiaSy**  ginghams  of  linen  or  cotton,  common,  only  suit- 
able for  making  workmen's  clothes. 

Wooden  battens,  moldings  and  cornices,  painted,  varnished,  gilt  or  silvered, 
and  wooden  curtain  loop-holders. 

Elastic  mourning  tissue  and  crape  for  hats. 

Sweet  liqueurs,  such  as  cherry  cordial,  creams  of  vanilla,  cocoa,  and  the  like. 

White  madapolam,  Hollands,  Brittany,  domestic,  *'  matrimonio/*  Irish,  white 
or  colored;  cretonne,  ** e/efanU,**  "platiila/'  '*  liencilio,**  Rouen,  ** simpd- 
tico,**  ** savaje**  of  cotton  and  other  similar  tissues. 

Frames  of  any  material,  with  or  without  glasses,  portraits,  pictures  and 
engravings. 

Masks  of  all  kinds. 

Macaroni,  "  ta/larines,**  vermicelli,  and  other  similar  alimentary  pastes. 

Tape  measuies  of  leather,  linen  or  paper,  with  or  without  cases. 

Furniture  of  fine  wood,  such  as  violet  wood,  mahogany,  rosewood,  walnut, 
and  that  with  backs  and  seats  upholstered  with  horsehair,  wool,  cotton,  or  silk, 
furniture  of  common  gilt  wood  and  coffins  of  all  kinds. 

Gall  nuts,  nutmegs  and  mace. 

Shades  of  paper,  metal  or  tissues,  and  colored  tissue  paper. 

Gum  pastilles  or  drops,  of  all  kinds. 

Perfumery  of  all  kinds. 

Parchment  and  imitations  of  the  same,  in  articles  not  otherwise  mentioned; 
cloth  only  used  for  bookbinding,  and  waterproof  tissues  of  caoutchouc  and  cot- 
ton used  for  blankets  and  overcoats  and  cotton  felt  for  lithographic  machines. 

Areometers  and  liquor  gauges  of  all  kinds,  and  alcoholometers. 

Paintings,  chromos,  drawings,  and  portraits  on  canvas,  wood,  paper,  stone  or 
other  materials ;  lithographed  advertisements  applied  on  cardboard,  and  christen- 
ing cards  with  colored  landscapes  or  figures. 

Rice  and  other  powders  for  the  toilet  and  powder  puffs,  and  Persian  *' cara- 
co/y^*  calcined. 

Bottle  and  glass  stands. 

Gunpowder. 

Tobacco,  plug  and  twisted  chewing  tobacco. 

Tannin. 

Tea  and  vanilla. 

Indian  ink,  for  marking,  hair  dyes,  and  all  other  kinds  of  ink,  excepting 
printing  ink. 

Candles  of  spermaceti,  paraffine,  composition,  or  stearine,  and  twisted  wicks 
for  the  same. 

Dowlas  {*'zvarando/**)f  unbleached,  of  linen  or  cotton,  even  with  colored 
stripes  or  flowers,  also  that  with  a  lead-gray  or  light-yellow  ground. 

Tinder  boxes  and  flints  or  wicks  for  tinder  boxes. 

§  6.— Class   VI. 

Duty — 2  bolivars  jo  centimes. 

Bugles  and  beads  of  glass,  porcelain,  steel,  wood,  or  of  any  other  material, 
excepting  gold  and  silver;  coffin  ornaments,  fane;-  articles  of  glass  or  porcelain. 
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n  gilt  or  silvered  metal;  artificial  plants  of  caoutchouc,  paper  or 
resenting  palms,  begonias  and  large  leaves,  and  sweetmeat  boxes  cov- 
silk  or  velvet  or  ornamented  with  flowers  or  other  articles  liable  to 
ies  than  those  levied  under  Class  IV,  unless  said  boxes  be  completely 
sweetmeats. 

ops  for  crinolines  or  bustles,  covered  or  not  with  tissue, 
s,  drills,  Brittany  cloth,  unbleached  cloth  (**  bramante  "),  ticks,  dowlas, 
unbleached  German  dowlas  Nos.  9,  10,  and  11,  specified  in  Class  V; 
,"  *^  estrepCy^  " garantido,*^  Irish  linen,  ** platilla,^^  calico,  white  or 
as  (*'  zvarandol'*),  of  linen,  pure  or  mixed  with  cotton, 
edles,  eyelets,  hooks,  and  eyes,  clasps,  hairpins ;  hooks  for  clothes  and 
:  clasps  for  shoes,  buckles  for  hats,  waistcoats,  trousers,  and  shoes, 
se  of  gold  or  silver, 
in  the  piece  or  rugs. 

carfs,  bonnets,  socks,  drawers,  trousers,  stockings,  and  slip  bodices  of 
itted,  and  like  tissues.  Camisoles  with  collars  and  cuffs  attached  or 
idapt  separate  collars  and  cuffs  shall  be  liable  to  a  surtax  of  50  per 

« 

es,  opera  glasses,  telescopes,  eyeglasses,  magnifying  glasses,  and  micro- 
:ept  those  mounted  in  gold  and  silver,  but  including  glasses  and  lenses 
•Ies,  etc.,  imported  separately, 
one  and  its  imitations. 

ters,  hygrometers,  chronometers,  thermometers,  octants,  and  other 
truments,  and  compasses  of  all  kinds. 

ind  canes  loaded,  whips,  and  slung  shots,  with  the  exception  of  sword 
icks  containing  a  mechanism  for  firing,  which  are  included  in  Class  V^II. 
of  all  kinds,  excepting  those  of  silk,  silver,  or  gold. 
-  ratteen  in  piece  or  plaids,  and  blankets  made  of  these  materials. 
)r  pipes,  cigar  holders  and  pipes,  of  amber,  porcelain,  and  any  other 
rxcept  those  of  gold  and  silver  and  the  similar  articles  mentioned  in 

boxes  with  accessories,  work  and  travelling  cases, 
/en  made  up  into  ornaments. 

ooks,  cigar  and  cigarette  cases,  card  cases,  purses,  tobacco  pouches, 
cases,  match  boxes,  albums,  not  covered  with  velvet,  nor  gilt  nor 
nd  all  other  similar  articles,  except  those  having  any  part  of  gold  or 

lanufactured  into  articles  of  all  kinds,  except  as  toys. 

•panes,  sheets,  plaids,  hammocks,  table  covers,  of  linen  or  cotton. 

:br  shoes. 

1  articles  of  all  kinds,  except  when  set  in  gold  or  silver. 

wreaths  and  other  funeral  articles, 
•rd  for  weaving  and  all  other  twisted  thread  in  the  shape  of  cord,  such 

or  sail  thread,  white  or  colored,  which  can  not,  on  account  of  its 
be  assimilated  to  cord  and  can  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  hand  or 
lade  tissues. 
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Crinolines,  bustles,  and  similar  articles,  and  caoutchouc  dress  shields  covered 
or  not,  used  inside  of  ladies'  clothing. 

Knives  and  forks  with  handles  of  German  or  white  metal,  or  silvered  or  gilt. 

Mattresses,  pillows,  paillasses  and  cushions,  except  those  of  silk ;  feathers  for 
stuffing  them,  and  woven  wire  mattresses. 

Cotton  cords  for  hammocks. 

Damasks,  '*  coqui,**  bombazine,  '^  bordon^**  padding,  ticking,  "mflA<?«,"  nan- 
keen, light  nankeen,  *' estrcpe,**  quilting,  sateen,  '*  tangep**  or  stiff  muslin,  of 
cotton,  white  or  colored,  and  other  similar  cotton  tissues  not  mentioned  in 
the  other  classes. 

Artificial  teeth  and  eyes. 

Thimbles,  except  those  of  gold  or  silver. 

Skirts,  petticoats,  dressing  gowns,  nightdresses,  and  chemises  of  cotton,  made 
up  or  cut  out,  and  cotton  stuffs  shaped  for  skirts,  with  or  without  embroidered 
bands. 

Articles  of  German  or  white  metal  or  its  imitations,  such  as  trays,  dishes, 
curbs,  bits,  muzzles,  spurs,  stirrups,  hinges,  buckles,  chandeliers,  lamps,  cande- 
labra and  other  similar  articles. 

Articles  of  iron  or  of  other  metals,  gilt  or  silvered,  with  the  exception  of  sta- 
tionery which  will  always  be  included  in  Class  V,  even  when  g^lt  or  silvered. 

Yarns,  worsted,  raw,  and  of  goats'  hair. 

Cases  containing  small  articles  of  steel,  copper,  or  other  metals  for  embroid- 
ering, for  cleaning  the  teeth  or  nails,  for  drawing  and  painting. 

Brooms  and  brushes  of  palms,  rushes  or  other  vegetable  fibers. 

Felt  in  pieces,  for  saddlecloths. 

Blankets  or  quilts  of  pure  wool,  or  mixed  with  cotton,  and  with  ground  of  one 
or  more  colors. 

Tissues  for  slippers,  excepting  of  silk. 

Elastic  for  shoes. 

Gutta-percha,  manufactured  or  not. 

Imitation  gold  or  silver  thread,  purl,  spangles,  tinsel,  leaf,  foil,  galloons, 
trimmings,  small  wares,  and  other  articles  of  imitation  gold  or  silver,  for 
embroidering  or  sewing. 

Bone,  ivory,  mother-of-pearl,  real  and  imitation,  jet,  real  and  imitation,  tor- 
toise-shell, caoutchouc,  india-rubber,  sheets  of  celluloid,  horn  and  talc,  manu- 
factured in  articles  of  all  kinds  not  otherwise  mentioned,  with  the  exception  of 
children's  toys  comprised  in  Class  III,  and  those  combined  with  gold  or  silver, 
which  are  included  in  Class  VIII. 

Tablecloths,  towels,  and  napkins  of  all  kinds. 

Tissue  called  "  matrimonio,**  of  linen,  pure  or  mixed  with  cotton. 

Hands,  keys,  springs,  spirals,  and  other  parts  of  watch  and  clock  movements, 
excepting  those  of  gold  or  silver. 

Wicks,  and  cotton  slightly  spun  for  wicks. 

Cotton  handkerchiefs,  not  exceeding  one  metre  in  width. 

Paper,  gilt  or  silvered,  paper  stamped  in  relief,  and  colored  paper  for  artificial 
flowers. 

Umbrellas,  sunshades,  and  parasols,  of  wool,  linen,  or  cotton. 
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Imitation  pearls  and  stones,  not  set,  or  set  in  any  metal  except  gold  or  silver. 
Skins,  tanned,  with  the  exception  of  sole  leather,  dyed  or  not,  comprised  in 
Class  IV. 

White  metal  or  German  silver,  in  articles  of  all  kinds  not  otherwise  enumer- 
ated. 
Goose  quills,  prepared  as  toothpicks. 
Feather  dusters. 
Imitation  jcwelery. 

Table  or  wall  clocks,  alarm  clocks,  water  clocks,  hourglasses,  and  all  other 
similar  articles,  with  the  exception  of  watches  and  tower  clocks  imported  by  the 
Federal  Government. 
Hats,  caps,  hat  frames,  and  bonnets,  of  straw  or  its  imitations,  not  trimmed. 
Patent  leather,  not  manufactured. 
Sextants. 

Dowlas  "  zvarandol^**  white,  of  linen,  or  of  linen  mixed  with  cotton. 

Chintz,  nainsook,  calicoes,   cretonnes,   **  tarlatanes,^*  paper   cambrics,  fine 

French  striped  cloth,  and  other  fine  tissues  used  in  making  women's  dresses; 

poffUns,  **mali/inas,**  Japanese  cloths,  lustring,  coloured  percales,  and  any  other 

cotton  cloths,  coloured,  similar  to  the  above,  and  not  otherwise  mentioned  under 

dlWerent  classes,  such  as  cotton  merinos,  etc. 

[Concluded  in  April  Bulletin.] 


TRADE  MISCELLANY. 

ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

From  the  annual  report  of  the  Argentine  statistical 

Imports  for  Ten  Tean  ijux/ipt  u 

department,  compiled  by   Mr.   Francisco  Latzina,  the 

following  data  treating  of  the  trade  and  shipping  of  the  Republic  is  taken.     It 

appears    that  in  1887   the  imports  from  Great  Britain  alone  were  valued  at 

§34,779,210;  in  1896  they  reached  the  figure  of  $44,729,996,  or  an  increase 

of  28.6  per  cent  in  the  intervening  ten  years.      Of  the  total  imports  in  1887,  the 

United  Kingdom  sent  29.7  per  cent,  and  in    1896  40  per  cent.     The  imports 

from  Germany  in  1887  were  10.3  per  cent  of  the  total,  and  in  1896   12.4  per 

cent,  a  relative  rise,  therefore,  of  only  2.1  per  cent.     In  1887  France  supplied 

19.4  per  cent  of  the  entire  imports,  and  in  1896  10.7  per  cent,  a  decrease  of  8.7 

per  cent.      The  United  States  supplied  in  1887  imports  to   the  value  of  $11,- 

004,553,  and  in  1896  $1 1,210,475,  the  relative  proportions  to  the  whole  in  the 

years  mentioned  being  9.4  and  10  per  cent  respectively,  showing  an  increase  for 

the  ten  years  of  0.6  per  cent.     The  imports  from  Italy  during  the  ten  years 

under  consideration  increased  4. 1  per  cent. 

The  Cordoba  Light   and    Power   Company   has  just 
Electric  Plant  at  Oordobau  ^  , 

completed  the  installation  at  Casa  Bamba  of  the  largest 

electric- power  plant  in  the  Argentine  Republic.     The  machinery,  consisting  of 

&VC  turbines  aggregating   1,700  horsepower,  five  generators  aggregating   1,100 

kilowatts,  transformers  with   a  capacity  of  930  kilowatts,  and  the   necessary 

switchboard  and  controlling  apparatus,  was  furnished  almost  entirely  by  United 
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States  manufacturers.     A  cable  line  for  the  transmission  of  power  has  been  la 

to  Cordoba,  and  that  city  will  be  lighted  from  the  new  works,  which  will  I 

eventually  enlarged   to   6,000  horsepower.     The   Cordoba  Light   and   Pow 

Company  is  the  first  purely  United  States  company  established   in  Argentin 

and  it  is  hoped  that  the  success  of  this  enterprise  will  lead  to  further  undc 

takings  of  a  similar  character. 

BRAZIL. 


Storage  charge  at  Santos. 


Match  Factory  in  Rio. 


Frank    D.    Hill,    United    States    Consul   at    Santo 

informs  the  Bureau  that  all  merchandise  delivered  froi 

ihat  port,  whether  stored  or  not,  must  pay   1   per  cent  on    the  value  of  th 

invoice,  as  a  storage  charge.      When  the  papers  pertaining  to  the  merchandis 

are  late  in  arriving  at  Santos,  and  entry  is  not  made  within  twenty-four  hour; 

the  consignee  on  delivering  same  shall  sign  a  bond  (termo  de  responsibilidadc 

for  the  value  of  the  goods  and  amount  of  storage,  as  above.     At  the  expiratio 

of  one  month  a  charge  of  one-half  of  1    per  cent  is  made  for  each  additions 

month  or  fraction  thereof. 

The  work  of  enlarging  the  plant  of  the  Diamond  Mate 

Company,  situated  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  is  progressing  ra] 

idly,  and  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Preston  and  Warner,  United  Stat 

engineers,   the  new   machinery  is   being  installed.      Within   three   months  tl 

installation  of  ten  new  machines  for   the  manufacture  of  matches  will  be  cor 

pleted,  together  with  all  accessories,  new  boilers,  motors,  etc.      The  facto 

Cruzeiro  will  then  be  able  to  produce  daily  720,000  boxes  of  matches,  or  thr 

times  its  present  production.     Ten  additional  machines  will  be  established  da 

ing  the  current  year  if  the  consumption  of  matches  in  Brazil  demands  it.    Byi 

vast  size  and  the  perfection  of  its  machinery,  the  factory  Cruzeiro  will  be  ab 

to  supply  the  whole  country,  and  will  not  only  be  one  of  the  largest  factories 

the  world  but  also  the  most  complete,  since  the  machinery  employed  embodk 

all  the  various  improvements  invented  and  patented  in  the  United  States 

recent  years. 

B  vv     lu.     «  ^         The  "India  Rubber  World*'  of  Februarv  10  contai 

Rubber  troia  Para  and 

Manaos.  a  condensed  table  of  the  exports  of  rubber  from  Pa 

and  Manaos  for  the  years  1889-1897;  also  the  names  of  prominent  exportci 
As  a    matter    of  general    interest,    that    part  of  the  table  showing  the  tot 
exports  to  the  United  States  and  to  Europe  is  reproduced  here.      It  will 
seen  that  in  the  movement  for  1897  (the  largest  on  record)  the  United  Stat 
resumed  first  place  in  the  exports. 


Year. 


iSvSq 
1890 
1S91 
1892 
1893 
1894 
i89«; 
1896 
1897 


ITnitcd  States. 

Europe. 

Total. 

Jhunds. 

/bunds. 

/bunds. 

20,  004,  066 

14,946,888 

34.  950.  S 

21,137.177 

15,004,652 

36,141,8 

23,  872,  690 

15.335.157 

39.  207,  9 

25,  202,  008 

15.603,324 

40,  S05. 3 

25,011,027 

17,  163,404 

42,174-1 

23,  062,  386 

19,  869,  306 

42.  931.  <^ 

24,  804,  854 

20,  983,  759 

45.  78S.6 

19,941,956 

27,  681,  888 

47.  623.  A 

25.  565.  SS5 

24,014,017 

49,  579.« 

_ 
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COLOMBIA. 

Mr.  M.  ViLLiERs,  Acting  Consul-Gcneral  of  Great 
Britain  at  Bogota,  in  a  recent  report  to  the  British 
Foreign  Office,  calls  the  attention  of  his  Government  to  the  active  efforts  that 
are  being  made  by  the  United  States  to  extend  its  trade  in  Colombia.  In  this 
connection  he  mentions  the  leading  position  held  by  the  United  States  in  the 
traffic  in  iron,  steel,  railway  materials,  and  rolling  stock,  bridges,  etc. ;  not  only 
in  the  heavy  materials,  but  also  in  such  small  articles  as  steel  tools,  saws,  files, 
and  rasps,  meat  choppers,  wire  nails,  etc.  Architectural  sheet  ironwork,  barbed 
wire,  bicycles,  sewing  machines^  clocks,  false  jewelry,  candles,  and  electrical 
appliances  arc  also  largely  supplied  from  the  United  States,  but  in  cotton,  linen, 
or  cloth  goods  there  is  a  comparatively  small  trade. 

From  information  received  directly  from  Barranquilla, 

Bailioad  Extension.  .         .  . 

it  is  learned  that  railway  construction  in  the  Republic  of 
Colombia  is  at  present  quite  active.  The  Antioquia  Railroad,  the  property 
of  the  Department  of  that  name,  now  operating  for  a  distance  of  32  miles  from 
Puerto  Bcrrio  to  Las  Pavas,  is  being  extended  to  Medellin,  91  miles.  The 
Cucuia  Railroad,  operating  between  Cucuta  and  Puerto  Villamizar,  on  the  River 
Zulia,  a  distance  of  34  miles,  is  to  be  extended  to  the  Venezuelan  frontier,  and 
part  of  the  work  is  already  completed.  The  Girardot  Railroad,  from  Girardot 
to  Juntas  dc  Apulio  (24  miles),  is  to  be  extended  to  a  point  on  the  Factativa 
Railroad;  this  extension  will  be  about  48  miles.  The  Cauca  Railroad,  which  is 
now  in  operation  from  Buenaventura  on  the  coast  to  San  Jos6  (21  miles),  has 
been  handed  over  to  the  National  Government;  the  line  will  be  extended  to 
Cale,  64  miles  farther  inland. 

GUATEMALA. 

8«wniptionofSpeciaPay-      '^^^  President  of  the  Republic  has  recently,  by  Execu- 

"*"*■•  tive  Decree,  declared  that,  dating  from  January  1,  1898, 

^"ti«,  both  import  and  export,  of  the  country  shall  be  paid  in  silver.     The 

ttccree  also  provides  for  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  thus  doing  away 

^«h  the  paper  currency  which  was  authorized  in  the  early  part  of  the  past  year. 

MEXICO. 

p..  „  The  cultivation  of  flax  in  the  State  of  Morelos  is  re- 

ported  to  have  passed  beyond  an  experimental  stage  and 

P'omiscs  substantial  results.      Mr.  Hamer,  who  has  been  interested  in  this  cul- 

"^^  'Or  the  past  four  years,  has  land  under  flax  at  different  points  of  the 

ucrnavaca  Valley  and  is  negotiating  for  the  lease  of  the  Huaymac  Valley,  con- 

^'J^g  about  i,cx)o  acres  of  land,  a  large  proportion  of  which  is  said  to  be  well 

"^'cdtohis  purpose.     The  cloth  manufactured  from  the   flax  raised  by  Mr. 

***E*  is  stated  to  be  of  the  best  and  most  substantial  quality. 

fc^  The  work  of  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz, 

which  was  commenced  in  1895  by  Pearson  &  Sons,  of  Lon- 
^^  under  a  contract  with  the  Mexican  Government,  is  progressing  favorably. 
^«  details  of  the  undertaking  were  published  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for 
Bull.  No.  9 5 
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September,  1895.  The  inspecting  engineer,  who  has  supervision  of  the  work  for 
the  Government,  has  recently  made  a  report,  from  which  it  is  learned  that  the 
construction  of  the  breakwaters  is  proceeding  satisfactorily ;  large  blocks  of  con* 
Crete  are  being  placed  in  them.  Between  the  Mexican  Railway  wharf  and  tK< 
northeastern  breakwater  a  depth  of  8  meters  and  50  centimeters  (about  28  feet 
at  low  water  has  been  obtained,  and  at  Laja  de  Adentro  10  meters  (33  feet 
depth  is  secured.  In  other  portions  of  the  harbor  an  immense  amount  of  dredg 
ing  has  been  done,  giving  a  corresponding  depth.  The  work  of  extending  tfc 
custom-house  wharf  is  going  ahead,  the  piers  being  of  steel  and  the  floor  woo< 
The  construction  of  sewers  is  being  pushed  rapidly  to  completion. 

Direct  Oommmiication  with     ^^^  ^^^^  Arthur  and  Mexican  Steamship  Compan: 
KanMB  City.  designed  to  operate  in  connection  with  the  lately  can 

pleted  Kansas  City,  Pittsburg  and  Gulf  Railroad,  has  been  incorporated  uncl< 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  Missouri  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  The  line  will  ^ 
first  be  composed  of  two  freight  steamers;  later  on,  it  is  anticipated  that  a  p^^ 
senger  service  will  be  added.  The  steamers  will  ply  between  Port  Arthur,  th 
terminus  of  the  railway,  and  Mexican  ports.  It  is  stated  that  contracts  ha'* 
already  been  made  which  will  guarantee  1,800  tons  of  freight  per  month  throu^t 
out  the  year  from  points  in  Mexico,  to  Kansas  City  as  a  distributing  poiim 
This  direct  line  of  railway  and  steamship,  acting  under  one  management,  w  i 
doubtless  contribute  greatly  to  the  already  large  trade  between  Kansas  Cityacr: 
tributary  points,  with  Mexico. 

Forfeiture  of  Railroad  ^^^  Mexican   Government  has  declared  forfeited  \M 

OonceMion.  concession  granted  to  R.  Marin  &  Co.  for  a  railroad  -• 

be  built  from  Toluca,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Mexico,  to  Iguala,  travcrsi* 
the  mineral  districts  of  Temascaltepec,  Sultepec,  Zacualpam,  and  Tasco.  TM 
act  of  forfeiture  is  based  upon  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  concessionaire  « 
carry  out  the  stipulations  of  the  contract  of  December  17,  1896,  approved  tz 
Congress  January  5,  1897,  which  requires  that  work  on  the  road  should  B 
commenced  within  twelve  months  from  the  last  named  date.  The  forfeiture 
the  concession  carries  with  it  the  $5,000  guarantee  fund. 

Mineral  Wealth  of  the  State      According  to  an  estimate  made  by  Messrs.  Enrique  C 

of  ohihuahna.  Creel,   manager   of  the    Miners*  Bank,  and    Frederi* 

DucLos,  manager  of  the  Mexican  Ore  Company,   the  mineral  wealth  of  t 

State  of  Chihuahua  is  as  follows : 


Mines. 


Santa  Eulalia 

Parral 

Cusihuiriachic 

Batopilas 

Barranca  del  Cobre 

Urique.    

Corralitos 

Cuasapares  y  Palmarcjo. 

Morelos 

Guadalupe  y  Calvo 

Ocampo '. . . 

Pinos  Altos. 

ConcheAo 


Value. 


$1,600, 

1.350. 
700, 

600. 

100. 

100,0* 

500,0- 

8oo,o-« 

50,0* 

150.0* 

400,0^ 

350.0c: 

350.0c 
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Mines. 


Yoquivo 

L'rachic . 

Magistral  y  Terrazas. 

Sabioal 

Murillo 

Descubridora 


Values. 


$50,000 
100,000 
300,000 
300,000 
150,000 
300,000 


Total 


8,150,000 


NICARAGUA. 

aupDttti of  Evaporated        M^.  M.  J.  Clancy,  United  States  Consular  Agent  at 
®*'**"*'  Blucficlds,  informs  the  Bureau  that  some  of  the  planters 

along  the  Escondido  River  and  its  tributaries  are  making  experiments  in  ship- 
ping bananas  put  up  in  an  evaporated  form.  The  first  shipment  was  made  to 
New  Orleans  recently  with  very  satisfactory  results,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  this 
new  process  millions  of  small  bunches  of  bananas  suitable  for  drying  but  not 
aiapicd  for  exportation  in  the  natural  state  may  be 'utilized.  At  present  the 
work  is  carried  on  in  a  very  crude  and  clumsy  manner,  no  one  engaged  in  the 
industry  having  any  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject.  The  introduction  of 
machinery  and  labor  suitable  for  this  work  will  open  a  new  and  profitable  indus- 
^f)'  in  Nicaragua;  also  a  market  for  manufactures  and  tools  for  this  class  of  work 
made  in  the  United  States. 

PARAGUAY. 


Tobacco  Onltiir*. 


The  Paraguayan  Government  is  taking  active  measures 

to  revive  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  which  formerly  formed 

*n  important  branch  of  industry  in  the  Republic,  being  grown  not  only  for  home 

consumption  but  also  for  exportation.     To  this  end  the  Government  invited  a 

number  of  Cubans,  skilled  in  the  tobacco  industry,  to  make  a  report  on  the  soil 

*M  possibilities  of  the  country.     In  their  judgment,  the  conditions  in  certain 

ocahtics  are  almost  identical  with  the  best  producing  areas  of  Cuba.     Near 

"la  Rica  a  large  plantation  has  been  designated  as  an  experimental  station, 

*'«rc  native  Paraguayans  are  being  instructed  in  the  methods  employed  in  the 

tivation  of  tobacco  in  Cuba.     Although  the  crop  on  this  reservation  was  small 

^%  the  quality  was  pronounced  equal  to  the  *'  Vuclta  Abajo,"  and  samples 

^^^scnt  to  the  Brussels  Exposition.      In  1895  Paraguay  exported  tobacco  to 

^niount  of  4,744,096  pounds. 

PERU. 

The  mining  activity  existing  in  Peru  emphasizes  in  a 

marked  manner  the  need  for  improved  machinery  in  con- 

^^^lon  with  that  industry.      One  of  the  most  pressing  needs  is  felt  in  the  matter 

dredgers  to  reach  the  beds  of  the  rivers,  where  immense  quantities  of  gold  are 

^posited.     At  present,  very  primitive  means  are  adopted,  simply  wooden  trays, 

^^itaining  about  15  pounds  of  sand.     In  consequence  of  incomplete  facilities, 

^^  collection  of  the  gold  is  only  carried  on  from  June  to  October,  when  the 

^^tts  are  low,  but  by  using  dredgers  work  throughout  the  entire  year  would 


the 


>Uchia^ 


for  Mining. 
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be  possible.     The  completion  of  the  new  road  from  Crucdro  to  Phara  and  to 

Huari-Huari,  through  a  section  of  country  rich  in  deposits,  will  afibrd  facilities 

for  the  transport  of  machinery  and  the  development  of  the  gold  mining  in  those 

parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Alfred  St.  John,  Acting  Consul-General  of  Great 

Japanese  Immigration.  ..... 

Britain  at  Lima,  has  advised  his  Government  of  the  arrival 
in  Peru  of  the  representative  of  an  immigration  company  of  Tokio,  who  has  suc- 
ceeded in  making  arrangements  with  several  sugar  estate  owners  for  the  employ- 
ment of  at  least  500  Japanese  laborers  in  that  country.  It  is  added  that  a  line 
of  steamers  will  be  established  between  Japan  and  South  American  ports.  The 
object  of  the  scheme  is  not  only  to  relieve  the  congested  districts  of  Japan  of 
their  excessive   population,  but   eventually   to  open  direct   trade  with    South 

America. 

The  rubber  trade  centering  at  Iquitos  and  exporting 

Rubber  Trade  of  Iqnitos.  1  r  o 

through  the  ports  of  Manaos  and  Para  has  long  been  very 
considerable.  The  "  India  Rubber  World,*'  published  in  New  York,  is  authority 
for  the  statement  that  the  direct  rubber  exports  from  Iquitos  to  Europe  have 
increased  ninefold  in  the  last  four  years,  and  that  the  exports  for  transshipment 
at  Manaos  and  Para  have  also  largely  increased.  This  development  of  trade  is 
easily  accounted  for  by  the  improved  transportation  facilities  given  to  that  part 
of  the  country.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that  in  this  new  impetus  to  busi- 
ness on  the  upper  Amazon  the  trade  of  the  United  States  is  practically  nothing. 

SALVADOR. 
By  Executive   Decree,  the  Republic  of  San  Salvador- 

Payment  of  Import  Dues.  .  ,       r  1  r  r  •       • 

provides  for   the   payment  or  53  per  cent  or  its  impor 

duties  on  the  following  terms:   32  per  cent   in  American  gold,  10  per  cent  i 

customs  bonds,  5  per  cent  in  bonds  issued  by  the  Mint,  and  6  per  cent  in  bon 

of  the  French  debt.     When  the  bonds  are  exhausted  the  corresponding  porti 

will  be  payable  in  United  States  gold,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  Unit 

States  money  has  been  adopted  in  this  Republic  as  the  basis  of  the  newly  intr 

duced  gold  standard. 

URUGUAY. 

Trade  with  the  ITnited  States      Consul-General  PRUDENCIO  DE  MuRGUlONDO,  reprcscET^mt- 

in  1897.  ative  of  Uruguay  in  the  United  States,  has  furnished 


Bureau  with  a  statement  of  the  trade  between  the  two  countries  in  the  calcncS-  ar 
year  1897.     The  total  value  of  the  exports  to  the  United  States  was  $4,39i,o&  3  » 
the  imports  were  $1,135,679,  n^aking  a  total  trade  of  $5,526,742  for  the  ye^^r- 
The  statement  shows  that  the  exportations  for  the  first  six  months  amounK:^ «" 
to  $3,560,115   and  for  the  last  six  months  $830,948.     The  exportation        ^' 
wool  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  reached  a  value  of  $1,950,674  and    ^^'' 
the  last  half  it  consisted  of  85  bales,  valued  at  $14,825,  showing  a  shrinkage     *** 
this  article  of  $1,935,849.     For  the  calendar  year  1896  the  importations  fr^:^'^ 
the  United  States  amounted  to  $1,452,331  ;  these  figures,  compared  wirh  th^:>*^ 
for  the  year  under  consideration,  show  a  decrease  for  1897  of  $316,652.    Sc0<^^ 
MuRcuioNDo  attributes  the  falling  off  in  the  trade  to  the  political  disturbanc^^ 
which  existed  in  Uruguay  during  1897.     This  condition  of  affairs  being  cnd^^ 
he  anticipates  a  restoration  of  the  usual  trade  between  the  two  countries. 


»  1 
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INFORME  DE  LA  OFICINA. 

SISTEMA   OBSERVADO     POR     EL     DIFUNTO     DIRECTOR,    MR.    JOSEPH     P. 

SMITH — ACTA     DE    LA    COMISI6N     EJECUTIVA NOMBRAMIENTO     DE 

UN  DIRECTOR  PROVISIONAL. 

Eldia28  de  febrero  de  1898,  a  las  11  a.  m.,  previa  convoca- 
toria  del  Secretario  de  Estado,  tuvo  lugar  una  reunion  de  la 
Comision  Ejecutiva  de  la  Union  Internacional  de  las  Republicas 
Americanas  en  el  Departamento  de  Estado,  estando  presentes :  El 
Secretario  de  Estado,  Presidente;  El  Senor  Romero,  Ministro 
^^  Mexico;  El  Honorable  William  R.  Day,  Sub-Secretario 
^^  Estado;  Mr.  Frederic  Emory,  Director  interino  de  la  Oficina 
de  las  Republicas  Americanas. 

El  Senor  Andrade,  Ministro* de  Venezuela,  no  pudo  asistir  en 
persona  y  designo  al  Senor  Romero  para  que  le  representara,  que- 
™do  asi  constituido  el  quorum  de  la  Comision. 

El  Presidente  present©  el  informe  anual  del  Director  de  la 
^neina,  que,  a  propuesta  del  Senor  Romero,  fue  aprobado,  orde- 
"^ndose  se  trasmitiera  a  las  dos  Camaras  del  Congreso  de  los  Estados 
^nidosy  a  los  Gobiernos  representados  en  la  Union  Internacional. 

El  Sub-Secretario  de  Estado  dio  lectura  a  un  informe  de  Mr. 
^^ederic  Emory,  referente  a  la  condicion  de  la  Oficina. 

Se  presento  una  proposicion,  que  fue  aceptada  a  mocion  del 

^efior  Romero,  para  que  se  aprobaran  los  planes  y  recomendaciones 
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del  Director  Interino  y  para  que  se  nombrara  a  Mr.  Frederic 
Emory  Director  de  la  Oficina  de  las  Republicas  Americanas,  por 
un  periodo  que  no  pase  del  corriente  ano  fiscal,  que  termina  el  30 
de  junio  de  1898. 

En  dicha  proposicion  se  manifesta  que  el  nombramiento  tenia 
por  objeto  poner  al  Director  provisional  en  capacidad  de  reorganizar 
de  la  manera  mas  completa  los  asuntos  de  la  oficina,  cancelar  todos 
los  contratos  hechos  por  anuncios,  solicitud  de  suscripciones  6 
cualesquier  otros  compromisos  de  caracter  comercial,  que  en  su 
concepto,  fuesen  en  detrimento  de  los  intereses  de  la  Oficina;  y 
ademas,  reorganizar  el  cuerpo  de  empleados,  reduciendo  el  per- 
sonal 6  los  sueldos,  disponiendo  en  la  materia  lo  que  juzgase  mas 
conveniente,  "teniendo  siempre  en  consideracion  los  intereses 
generales  de  la  Union  Internacional  y  los  deseos  de  la  Comision 
Ejecutiva." 

La  Comision  dio  instrucciones  al  Director  de  que  cancelase  de 
una  vez  todos  los  contratos  vigentes  para  conseguir,  en  comision, 
anuncios  y  suscripciones  para  las  publicaciones  de  la  Oficina  y  de 
eliminar  la  que  en  Nueva  York  tenia  establecida. 

De  acuerdo  con  estas  instrucciones,  el  Director,  con  fecha  28  de 
febrero,  notifico  al  agente  de  anuncios  de  la  Oficina  lo  que  habia 
dispuesto  la  Comision  Ejecutiva. 

Seguiran  recibiendose  como  hasta  ahora  anuncios  para  el  Bole- 
TfN  Mensual. 

El  informe  anual  de  la  Oficina,  con  una  nota  explicativa  del 
Director  Interino,  es  como  sigue: 

Oficina  de  las  RepOblicas  Americanas, 
Uni6n  Internacional  de  RepOblicas  Americanas. 

IVashington^  [/.  S.  A,^  28  de  febrero  de  i8g8. 
Hon.  John  Sherman, 

Presidente  de  la  Comision  Ejecutiva^ 

Union  Internacional  de  Republicas  Americanas. 

Senor  :  Tengo  el  honor  de  adjuntar  el  informe  anual  del  Direc- 
tor de  la  Oficina  de  las  Republicas  Americanas.  Este  trabajo  fuc 
preparado  de  acuerdo  con  las  instrucciones  del  difunto  Director 
de  la  Oficina,  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Smith,  y  sigue  punto  por  punto  las 
notas  que  el  remitio  para  que  sirviesen  de  base  a  dicho  documento. 
El  borrador  le  fue  enviado  a  Miami,  Florida,  pero  llego  cuando 
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cl  se  hallaba  ya  demasiado  grave  para  ocuparse  del  asunto.     Abri- 

go  la  confianza,  sin  embargo,  de  que  el  informe  es  la  expresion 

de  las  ideas  de  Mr.  Smith  y  como  presenta  un  acucioso  resumen 

de  los  trabajos  de  la  oficina  bajo  su  direccion  e  indicd  los  planes 

generales  que  el  tenia  en  mientes,  he  creido  conducente  presentarlo 

a  la  Comision  Ejecutiva  para  su  consideracion  y  para  que  sea  trans- 

mitido,  como  el  informe  anual  de  esta  Oficina,  al  Congreso  de  los 

Estados  Unidos  y  a  los  Gobiernos  de  las  otras  repiiblicas  que  for- 

man  parte  de  la  Union  Internacional. 

De  Ud.  respetuoso  servidor, 

Frederic  Emory, 

Director  interino. 


Miami,  Fla.,  28  de  enero  de  i8g8, 

Senor   Secretario  de  Estado,  Presidente^  y 
Senores   Miembros  de    la   C0MIS16N   Ejecutiva   de    la  Uni6n 
Internacional  de  RepCblicas  Americanas: 

Senores  :  Al  presentaros  mi  primer  informe  anual  como  Direc- 
tor de  la  Oficina  de  las  Repiiblicas  Americanas,  me  complazco  en 
felicitaros  por  la  decidida  mejora  que  hay  en  el  caracter  y  radio  de 
accion  de  esta  Oficina,  cuya  sabia  creacion,  como  agencia  interna- 
cional para  el  desarroUo  del  comercio  y  para  dar  mayor  expansion 
a  las  relaciones  fi-atemales  de  las  repiiblicas  del  continente  occi- 
dental, ha  sido,  a  mi  juicio,  ampliamente  confirmada  por  los  resul- 
tados  hasta  ahora  obtenidos,  mientras  que  el  porvenir  promete  un 
robusto  desarroUo  a  su  esfera  de  actividad  para  producir  mayores 
bienes  en  la  practica.  Empresa  tan  nueva  por  sus  miras  como 
harto  dificil,  por  que  sobre  ella  pesan  elementos  de  posible  desa- 
cuerdo,  como  lo  es  la  union  internacional  de  diez  y  nueve  gobier- 
nos distintos,  cada  uno  de  los  cuales  tiene  su  individual idad 
fuertemente  marcada,  debe  ser,  en  la  naturaleza  de  las  cosas, 
experimental  en  sus*  comienzos,  desarrollandose  gradualmente  de 
ano  en  afio. 

Dificil  seria  hallar  testimonio  mas  fehaciente,  por  lo  que  toca 
a  la  solidaridad  general  de  los  intereses  de  las  republicas  de  dos 
continentes  sur  americanos,  que  el  que  presenta  el  mero  hecho  de 
que  esta  empresa,  aunque  fi-ecuentemente  amenazada  por  criti- 
cas  hostiles  de  los  de  afuera,  no  solo  ha  sobrevivido  a  todos  los 
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ataques,  sino  que  goza  hoy,  aun  mas  que  a  los  primeros  albores 
de  su  comienzo,  del  apoyo  mas  solido  y  mas  decidido  de  todas 
las  entidades  de  la  Union.  Esta  Oficina  debe  gran  parte  de  su 
reciente  desaroUo  a  la  participacion  mas  activa  y  la  vigilancia 
de  los  representantes  en  Washington  de  las  varias  republicas  que 
de  ella  forman  parte ;  y  acaba  de  recibir  senalada  muestra  del 
generoso  aprecioque  de  sus  labores  hacen  en  los  Estados  Unidos, 
con  la  reciente  disposicion  dictada  por  el  Congreso  para  subvenir 
a  los  gastos  del  corriente  afio  fiscal. 

Desde  la  fecha  del  ultimo  informe  anual  de  mi  predecesor, 
26  de  enero  de  1897,  se  han  dado  a  la  luz  las  publicaciones 
siguientes : 

Codigo  de  Nomenclatura.  Comercial  en  ingles,  espanol  y  por- 
tugues  (edicion  revisada). 

Codigo  de  Nomenclatura  Comercial  en  espanol,  ingles  y 
portugues. 

Codigo  de  Nomenclatura  Comercial  en  portugues,  espanol  e 
ingles.  • 

Directorio  Comercial  de  las  Republicas  Americanas,  primer 
volumen. 

Servicio  Diplomatico  y  Consular  de  las  Republicas  Latino- 
Americanas  y  del  Hawai  en  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Servicio  Diplomatico  y  Consular  de  los  Estados  Unidos  (co- 
rrejido  hasta  el  29  de  julio  de  1897). 

Manual  de  Alasca. 

Manual  de  Guatemala  (revisado). 

Manual  del  Hawaii. 

Derechos  de  importacion  en  el  Peru,  1896. 

Derechos  de  importacion  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  1897  O^S^^^)- 

Derechos  de  importacion  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  1897  (trances). 

Derechos  de  importacion  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  1897  (portu- 
gues). 

Derechos  de  importacion  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  1897  (cspanolV 

Boletin  Menaual,  desde  febrero  de  1897  hasta  enero  de  1890, 
inclusive. 

Directorio  de  los  periodicos  de  la  America  Latina. 

Lista  Oficial  de  direcciones  de  la  Oficina  de  las  Republicas 
Americanas. 

Reciprocidad  y  Comercio. 

Comercio  de  Hispano- America. 

Especificaciones  del  nuevo  edificio  de  Gobiemo  en  laciudad  de 
Mexico. 


I 
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Relaciones  de  Comercio  en  America. 

Sc  acompanan  ejemplares  de  estas  publicaciones,  como  Anexos 
I  a  XX,  inclusive. 

El  mas  importante  de  los  trabajos  en  este  afio  ha  sido  la  pre- 

paracion   del    Directorio    Comercial  de  las   Republicas   Ameri- 

canas.     A  poco  de  haber  entrado  en  el  desempefio  de  los  deberes 

de  mi  cargo,  hube  de  convencerme  de  que  uno  de  los  medios 

mas  eficaces  para  estrechar  las  relaciones  entre  los  fabricantes  y 

comcrciantes  de  los  di versos  paises,  desaroUando  asi  las  industrias 

y  el  comercio,  era  poner  a  su  alcance  una  fuente  de   informes 

fidedigna,  en  donde  hallaran  los  nombres  de  aquellos  que  se  ocupan 

en  ramos  especiales  del  comercio  y  de  la  industria,  acompanada 

de  cuantos  datos  se  pudieran  conseguir  con  relacion  a  las  fuentes 

de   riqueza,  comercio,   manufacturas,  usos  comerciales,  leyes  de 

patentes  y  derechos  de  autor,  licencias  comerciales,  tari&s  adua- 

neras,  reglamentos  de  pasaportes,  etc.,  de  las  republicas  americanas, 

las  Antillas  y  las  colonias  de  Centro  y  sud  America,  con  las  cuales 

cstan  tan  intimamente  ligados  por  relaciones  comerciales. 

Encontre  que  los  comerciantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  recono- 
cian  que  una  obra  de  esta  indole  era  de  urgente  necesidad  para 
la  expansion  del  comercio  con  los  paises  latino-americanos.  Ya 
la  Oficina  habia  publicado  directorios  comerciales  que,  aun  cuando 
fiieron  utiles  en  la  epoca  de  su  edicion,  habian  envejecido. 
Comprendi  que  lo  que  se  esperaba  de  la  Oficina  era  una  como 
cnciclopedia  practica  de  las  industrias  y  del  comercio  de  los 
paises  que  forman  la  Union  Internacional.  Obra  de  tal  magni- 
tud  exigia,  desde  luego,  grandes  gastos  para  recojer  y  compilar 
tan  gran  caudal  de  datos,  traducirlos  al  espanol,  portugues  y 
fiances  y  clasificar  muchos  miles  de  nombres. 

Pareciome  que,  por  sobre  todas  las  cosas,  era  indispensable  que 
el  trabajo  se  ejecutara  con  el  mayor  cuidado  posible,  para  que  la 
publicacion  fuese  reconocida  por  todos  como  una  obra  modelo  y 
autoridad  en  su  clase.  En  las  circunstancias  ordinarias  esta  labor 
hubiera  exigido  un  largo  periodo  de  tiempo,  pero  con  la  coopera- 
cion  activa  del  Departamento  de  Estado  y  el  aumento  del  personal 
de  la  Oficina  para  este  objeto  especial,  con  Id  valiosa  ayuda  de  los 
Gobiemos  interesados,  por  medio  de  sus  representantes  en  Wash- 
ington y  los  empleados  de  los  diferentes  ramos  de  la  administra- 
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cion,  llegue  a  terminar  y  publicar  el  primer  volumen,  cerca  d 
ocho  meses  despues  de  haber  pensado  en  el  trabajo  y  cerca  d 
cinco  meses  del  dia  en  que  se  comenzo  a  hacer  con  actividad.  S 
penso  primero  que  toda  la  obra  se  haria  en  un  voliimen,  pero 
medida  que  adelantaba  la  labor  se  vio  que  era  tan  grande  c 
numero  de  datos  valiosos  acopiados,  que  seria  necesario  hacer  do 
tomos.  El  segundo  esta  en  preparacion  y  vera  la  luz  el  i^d 
marzo. 

En  otras  palabfas,  tendre  la  satisfaccion  de  haber  terminad 
con  exito,  durante  el  primer  ano  de  mi  empleo  como  Directed 
una  empresa  que  confio  sera  prueba  eficaz  de  la  capacidad  de  1 
Oficina  para  desempenar  el  objeto  para  que  fue  creada  y  en  especi: 
para  dar  a  la  luz  publicaciones,  que  no  solamente  tienen  valor  praL« 
tico  para  el  comercio,  sino  que  tambien  son  de  importancia  gener: 
reconocida  para  economistas,  financieros  y  legisladores  de  todo 
mundo.  Por  lo  que  a  esto  respecta,  confio  no  se  me  achacara  ^ 
egotista  si  alabo  una  labor  en  la  que  he  tomado  tan  intima  part 
como  lo  demuestra  el  testimonio  que  acompano,  de  un  grs 
numero  de  cartas  que,  sin  ser  solicitadas,  he  recibido  de  pcrsoi» 
notables  y  organizaciones  mercantiles  (Anexo  XXI). 

Hallanse  en  estas  frases  de  encomio  del  antiguo  Secretario  ^ 
Estado  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  el  Honorable  Richard  Olney,  q^ 
fue  tambien  honorable  Presidente  de  esta  Comision,  y  uno  ^ 
los  partidarios  mas  firmes  del  sistema  que  hoy  rige  en  la  Oficiim^ 
del  Honorable  Warner  Miller,  identificado  durante  anos  c« 
el  Canal  de  Nicaragua;  Mr.  William  E.  Curtis,  que  fue 
primer  director  de  la  Oficina;  Mr.  Clinton  Furbish,  mi  inmedia- 
predecesor;  Mr.  Theodore  C.  Search,  presidente  de  la  Asoci 
cion  Nacional  de  Manufactureros;  un  numero  de  comerciant: 
bien  conocidos,  que  por  mucho  tiempo  han  estado  identificad- 
con  el  comercio  de  Sud  America  y  un  niimero  de  Senadores 
Representantes  del  Congreso  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

El  11  de  noviembre  de  1897  se  enviaron  ejemplares  del  prim 
tomo  del  Directorio  a  los  Presidentes  de  las  republicas  que  con 
ponen  la  Union,  y  ese  mismo  dia  se  hizo  formal  presentacic 
de  un  ejemplar  al  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  por  repr 
sentantes  de  la  Comision  Ejecutiva,  compuesta  del  Honorab 
John  Sherman,  Secretario  de  Estado  de  los  Estados  Unidos; 
Senor  Don  MatIas  Romero,  Ministro  de  Mexico  y  el  Senor  Dc 
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MartIn  GARcfA  Merou,  MinistTO  de  la  Republica  Argentina. 
Adjunto un  informe  en  extenso del  acto.  (Anexo  XXII.)  Tam- 
bien  se  remitieron  ejemplares  de  la  obra  a  los  miembros  del 
Gabinete  del  Presidente,  cuyo  recibo  anunciaron  en  terminos  de 
cordial  aprecio,  como  se  lee  en  sus  cartas  que  acompanan. 
(Anexo  XXII.)  No  obstante  la  creencia  de  que  el  Directorio 
puede  soportar  el  mas  riguroso  examen,  abrigo  la  esperanza  de 
que  las  ediciones  que  se  hagan  en  el  porvenir,  aumenten  el  valor 
que  tiene  para  los  grandes  intereses  en  pro  de  cuyo  desarrollo  se 
formo. 

La  experiencia  de  la  Oficina  en  la  publicacion  del  Codigo  de 
Nomenclatura  Comercial,  cuya  edicion  casi  por  entero  esta  guar- 
dada  en  espera  de  compradores,  me  indujo  a  adoptar  los  metodos 
de  las  casas  editoras  de  mayor  exito,  el  solicitar  suscritores  por 
adelantado.  El  departamen to  comercial  de  la  Oficina,  establecido 
necesariamente  en  Nueva  York,  como  el  gran  centro  mercantil 
para  ese  trabajo,  ha  logrado  vender^  hasta  el  i  °  de  enero,  3,079 
ejemplares  del  Directorio  Comercial,  cuya  suma  alcanza  a 
$i5-395'  El  costo  total  del  Directorio,  incluyendo  la  compli- 
lacion  y  redaccion  de  la  parte  estadistica  y  descriptiva  y  su  tra- 
duccion  a  varios  idiomas  y  el  acopio  y  clasificacion  de  mas  de 
^00,000  nombres  de  casas  de  comercio,  fue  cerca  de  $48,000.  El 
producto  del  Directorio  alcanzara  a  cerca  de  $20,000;  por  con- 
S'guiente  el  costo  neto  de  la  obra  sera  cerca  de  $28,000.  Soy  de 
parecer  que  esta  inversion  esta  completamente  justificada  por  los 
P^des  resultados  que  de  ella  derivaran  los  intereses  comunes. 

Ademas  de  la  preparacion  del  Directorio  Comercial,  en  cuyos 

^bajos  se  ha  empleado  una  gran  parte  del  tiempo  y  de  las  ener- 

S^  de  la  Oficina,  esta  dio,  durante  el  ano  pasado,  mayores  pro- 

P^rciones  al    BoletIn    Mensual,    organo   oficial    de    la    Union 

^^ternacional,  y  lo  mejoro   notablemente.     La   edicion   de  este 

P^^Jodico  es  ahora  de  75,000  ejemplares  cada  mes,  de  los  cuales 

^^  de  40,000  circulan  en  los  paises  de  la  America  latina ;  las 

^^tradas,  por  concepto   de  anuncios,  aumentaron  de   $6,416.14 

^^rante  el  ano  fiscal  que  termino  el  30  de  junio  de    1897,  a 

'l^^3»025.24  durante  los  seis  meses  siguientes  al  31  de  diciembre  de 

"97»  0  sea  mas  del  doble.     En  los  seis  meses  que  trascurriran 

^^sdeel  1°  de  enero  al  1°  de  juliode  1898,  las  entradas  poraquel 

^ncepto  no  bajaran  probablemente  de  $30,000,  y  se  abriga  la 
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esperanza  de  que  los  gastos  de  publicacion  del  BoletIn  pueda 
sufragarse  con  el  producto  de  los  anuncios. 

No  es  el  proposito  hacer  de  aquella  publicacion  una  fiiente  d 
lucro  para  la  Oficina,  sino  simplemente  obtener  los  medios  d 
conseguir  el  mejor  material  para  sus  paginas  y  extender  su  circi 
lacion  por  todos  aquellos  puntos  que.puedan  ser  de  importancia  c 
el  desarrollo  del  comercio  intemacional.  Como  se  vera,  d 
seguirse  este  plan,  el  BoLExfN  se  convertira  al  cabo  en  gran  agent 
promotor  de  los  intereses  de  los  fabricantes  y  de  los  hombres  d 
negocios  de  todas  las  repiiblicas. 

Cuando  me  hice  cargo  de  la  direccion  de  la  Oficina,  m 
asaltaron  dudas  respecto  a  la  insercion  de  anuncios  pagos  en  c 
BoLETfN,  pero  despues  de  haber  meditado  sobre  este  punto,  m 
convene!  de  que  los  beneficios  que  de  ello  habian  de  derivar  Ic 
republicas  americanas,  como  resultado  de  la  adopcion  de  aqu« 
sistema  por  los  representantes  de  la  Union  Intemacional  en  189* 
justificaban  cumplidamente  el  acuerdo  tomado  en  aquella  fecL 
Una  de  las  razones  mas  importantes  que  abonan  la  insercion  c 
anuncios  en  un  periodico  de  aquella  naturaleza,  se  encuentra  en  - 
hecho  de  que  los  anuncios  constituyen  el  unico  medio  de  infoi 
macion  de  caracter  practico  de  que  disponen  los  habitantes  de  i« 
pais,  para  venir  en  conocimiento  de  las  industrias,  del  comercio 
de  las  oportunidades  comerciales,  en  general,  de  otros  paises. 

Esto  esta  demostrado  claramente  por  la  experiencia  practica  d 
la  Oficina,  que  ha  recibido  un  gran  numero  de  cartas  de  fiibr 
cantes,  comerciantes  y  exportadores  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  c 
las  cuales  se  le  informa  que  el  trafico  comercial  ha  ganado, 
consecuencia  de  la  comunicacion  directa  entre  el  vendedor  y  • 
consumidor,  obtenida  por  medio  de  los  anuncios  en  el  BoletI: 
Adjunto  a  este  informe  se  encontrara  un  numero  considerable  c 
cartas  de  importantes  casas  de  comercio  de  los  Estados  Unida 
en  las  que  se  citan  casos  de  transacciones  comerciales  obtenid: 
por  aquel  medio.     (Anexo  XXIII.) 

Estos  beneficios  hacen  relacion  directa  a  los  Estados  Unidos, 
por  esta  razon  yo  creo  qye  esta  Oficina  tiene  motivos  para  espen 
un  apoyo  proporcional  de  este  pais;  pero  el  aumento  de  trafic 
comercial  que  habra  de  seguirse,  aprovechara  por  igual  a  tod( 
los  paises  que  forman  la  Union  Intemacional. 

El  Codigo  de  Nomenclatura  Comercial,  que  el  primer  Dire 
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tor  de  la  Oficina  comenzo  bajo  instrucciones  de  la  Union  Intema- 
cional,  se  concluyo  e  imprimio — en  mejor  forma  que  la  proyectada 
en  un  principio — en  ingles,  espaiiol  y  portugues,  conteniendo 
cadatomo  los  equivalentes  en  los  tres  idiomas  mencionados,  en 
los  tres  meses  siguientes  a  mi  nombramiento  de  Director. 

La  importancia  de  esta  obra  en  cuya  preparacion  se  emplearon 
siete  anos,  es  generalmente  reconocida  por  todas  las  personas  inte- 
rcsadas  en  el  comercio  latino-americano,  y  es  de  esperarse  que 
como  consecuencia  de  su  aplicacion  al  uso  practico,  sera  en  su  dia 
aumentado  y  perfeccionado.* 

Durante  el  verano  pasado,  la  Oficina  publico  dos  manuales,  el  de  . 
Alasca  y  el  de  Hawaii,  por  haber  tomado  en  consideracion  el 
interes  popular  que  despertaron  el  descubrimiento  de  depositos  de 
oroen  aquel  territorio  y  el  proyecto  de  anexion  de  Hawaii  a  los 
Estados  Unidos,  asi  como  tambien  la  necesidad  de  suministrar 
informes  a  estos  respectos,  necesidad  que  se  esperaba  que  la  Oficina 
satisficiera.  Las  islas  de  Hawaii,  aunque  no  fbrman  parte  de  la 
Lni6n,fueron  incluidas  en  el  programade  los  trabajos  de  la  Oficina, 
y  yocreoque  las  especiales  relaciones  de  aquellas  islas  con  los  Esta- 
dos Unidos,  justifican  su  inclusion  en  la  esfera  de  actividad  de  la 
Oficina.  Por  igual  razon  se  incluyo  el  capitulo  sobre  dichas  islas 
cnelvoliimen  I  del  Directorio  Comercial.  La  pronta  publica- 
cion  de  los  cambios  ocurridos  en  los  aranceles  de  aduana  de  los 
diversos  paises  que  componen  la  Union,  se  llevo  a  cabo  durante 
fl  ano,  y  se  tiraron  ediciones  especiales  de  las  nuevas  tarifas  de 
aduana  del  Peru  y  de  los  Estados  Unidos;  la  de  este  ultimo  pais 
^  publico  en  espanol,  portugues  y  fi'ances,  de  igual  suerte  que 
^•^gles.  Se  estan  preparando  ediciones  corregidas  de  los  manua- 
^^^  del  Brasil,  de  Colombia,  Costa  Rica,  Mexico  y  Venezuela, 
4^^  Se  publicaran  tan  pronto  como  sea  posible,  en  volumenes  mas 
^^^ensos,  y  con  los  ultimos  datos  estadisticos. 

Edemas  de  las  publicaciones  descritas,  la  Oficina  ha  creado  una 
s^ccion  de  informacion  para  contestar  de  la  manera  mas  pronta, 
^xactaycompleta  que  sea  posible,  las  numerosas  preguntas  relativas 
2  datos  especificos  sobre  las  republicas  de  la  America  latina  que  se 
^^^'bencada  dia  en  la  Oficina.     Desde  el  i°  de  setiembre  se  ban 

.  *'^aseel  BoLETfN  de  febrero,  pdgina  1354.  El  C6digo  de  Nomenclatura  Comer- 
** 'ui  adoptado  por  el  Departamento  del  Tesoro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  como  obra 
^"soenlasaduanas. 


1514  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

recibido  400  comunicaciones  de  esta  clase,  las  cuales  han  sido  con- 
testadas  con  prontitud,  despues  de  practicadas  las  oportunas  investi- 
gaciones;  esto  ha  contribuido  al  mejor  conocimiento  del  cstado 
general  de  los  negocios  entre  los  paises  naturalmente  interesados  en 
el  mas  amplio  intercambio  de  sus  productos.  Y  como  los  trabajos 
de  la  Oficina  se  aumentaron  en  proporcioncs  tales,  se  hizo  necesario 
aumentar  considerablemente  el  personal  de  la  Oficina  paraatender 
a  la  necesidad  de  publicar  cuanto  antes  el  Directorio  Comercial. 
Cuando  el  periodo  de  urgencia  hubo  pasado,  el  personal  fue  redu- 
cido  casi  a  su  numero  normal,  pero  puedo  decir  francamente  que  si 
el  trabajo  de  la  Oficina  ha  de  responder  a  las  necesidades  del  desa- 
rrollo  del  comercio  entre  las  republicas  del  hemisferio  occidental, 
hay  necesidad  de  emplear  un  personal  nutrido  y  costoso.  Ademas 
de  un  considerable  numero  de  amanuenses,  es  absolutamente  indis- 
pensable contar  con  traductores  idoneos,  capaces  de  hacer  la  pronta 
version  al  espanol,  portugues  y  fi'ances,  del  numero  considerable 
de  datos  dispuestos  para  publicacion. 

Ademas  de  estos  empleados,  la  Oficina  deberia  contar  con  los 
servicios  de  escri tores  competentes  en  los  puntos  economicos  que 
constituyen  la  base  del  desarrollo  solido  del  comercio  entre  las 
republicas  americanas.  El  trabajo  que,  previa  la  aprobacion 
de  la  Cpmision  Ejecutiva,  habra  de  continuar  con  inquebrantablc 
energia,  exije  la  mayor  habilidad  y  seria  iniitil  ocultar  el  hecho 
de  que  los  grander  fines  de  la  Union  Internacional  no  podrin 
Uevarse  a  cabo  con  exito,  sin  contar  con  un  presupuesto  mas 
amplio  que  el  que  hasta  el  presente  ha  tenido  la  Oficina.  Esto 
aparece  mas  evidente  cuando  consideramos  el  hecho  de  que  aun 
los  trabajos  Uevados  a  cabo  por  mis  predecesores — que  aunquc 
realizados  de  modo  imperfecto  y  poco  satisfactorio,  les  recomienda 
en  grado  sumo,  si  se  tienen  en  cuenta  las  condiciones  desventajo- 
sas  que  los  presidieron — no  habrian  podido  Uevarse  a  la  prictica 
sin  haber  excedido  los  terminos  del  presupuesto,  que  nunca  subio 
de  $36,000  anuales. 

Facil  es  cerciorarse,  previa  investigacion,  de  que  los  anteriores 
directores  de  la  Oficina  se  vieron  obligados  a  recurrir  a  cicrtos 
expedientes  para  poder  llevar  a  cabo  las  publicaciones  que  han 
venido  dando  a  la  luz  publica  de  cuando  en  cuando.  Habna 
sido  imposible  hacer  esto  contando  solo  con  los  fondos  que  tenian 
a  su  disposicion.     Se  realizaron  estos  trabajos  por  virtud  de  la 
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izacion  que  se  obtuvo  del  Congreso  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
imprimir  los  diversos  manuales  y  otras  publicaciones  como 
nentos  del  Congreso,  cuyos  gastos  habrian  de  cargarse,  por 
,  al  fondo  general  para  impresos.  Sin  embargo  de  esto,  bubo 
tsen  las  cuentas  con  el  Impresor  Publico,  y  recientemente  se 
scubierto  que  esta  deuda  asciende  a  una  suma  considerable. 
0  yo  no  goce  de  la  ventaja  de  mis  antecesores  respecto  a  la 
izacion  mencionada,  me  encontre  en  una  situacion  de  grande 
ejidad  al  tratar  de  resolver  las  dificultades.  Sin  embargo, 
0  que  este  punto  sera  resuelto  satisfactoriamente  por  el  Con- 

de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
L  adicion  temporal  de  un  cierto  numero  de  empleados  al  per- 

de  la  Oficina,  dio  margen  necesariamente  al  aumento  de  los 
>s;  y  el  pago  de  estos  trabajos  ha  venido  haciendose  con  las 
das  por  concepto  de  anuncios  despues  de  haberse  agotado  el 
:o  del  presupuesto.  En  estas  circunstancias  llame  la  atencion 
;el  asunto  al  Secretario  de  Estado  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y 
dio  al  Congreso  de  los  Estados  Unidos  que  votara  un  pre- 
esto  suplementario  por  $41,972  para  cubrir  los  gastos  de  la 
ina  durante  los  seis  mcses  que  terminaran  el  30  de  junio  de 
I.  Este  presupuesto  fue  votado  sin  objeciones,  hecho  este  que 
iestra  que  el  Congreso  aprecio  el  valor  practico  de  los  trabajos 

Oficina. 

imbien  se  ha  hecho  la  recomendacion  al  Congreso  de  votar 
ma  de  $36,000  para  los  gastos  de  la  Oficina  en  el  ano  fiscal 
ermina  el  30  de  junio  de  1 899,  Deseo  consignar,  sin  embargo, 
rste  importe,  no  responde,  a  mi  juicio,  a  las  futuras  necesidades 

Oficina,  y  yo  me  permito  indicar  a  los  representantes  de  los 
s  que  componen  la  Union  Internacional,  la  conveniencia  de 
r  medidas  para  asegurar  a  la  Oficina  el  uso  de  las  cantidades 
jue  contribuyen  las  otras  republicas,  que  al  presente  se  pagan 
csoro  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  para  reembolsar  a  este  del 
rte  de  las  cuotas  de  los  diferentes  paises.  De  esta  suerte,  las 
das  por  aquel  concepto  serian  de  unos  $45,000  a  $50,000. 
esto  seria  totalmente  inadecuado  a  las  actuales  exigencias,  y  es 
jperarse  que  se  tomen  las  medidas  oportunas  para  asegurar 
Dficina  vma  entrada  en  armonia  con  el  valor  e  importancia 
ica  de  sus  trabajos. 
10  de  los  puntos  en  que  he  venido  fijando  mi  atencion  desde 
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que  me  familiarize  con  el  caracter  y  fines  de  esta  Oficina,  es  ' 
necesidad  de  una  cooperacion  activa  de  todos  los  miembros  de 
Union  Internacional,  no  solamente  de  parte  de  los  gobiemos  c 
aquellos  paises,  a  los  cuales  estoy  altamente  reconocido  por 
valioso  apoyo  que  han  prestado  a  esta  Oficina,  sino  de  los  elemei 
tos  industrials  y  comerciales  de  todas  clases.     Yo  creo  que 
mejor  modo  de  servir  este  proposito  no  seria  otro  que  el  non 
bramiento  de  delegados  representantes  de  la  Oficina  que  hayan  c 
prestar  sus  servicios  gratiiitamente  en  los  principales  centros  indu 
triales   y   comerciales   de    los   diversos    paises.     Seria   entonc 
obligacion  especial  de  la  Oficina  mantener  perfectamente  infc 
mados  a  estos  representantes  respecto  al  desarroUo  del  comercio 
sus   oportunidades,  condiciones  del  mercado,  exigencias   de  I 
consumidores,   etc.,  segun  los  datos  que  esta  reciba  de   sus  c 
versas  fuentes    de    intbrmacion;    y  los  comisionados,  a  su   ve 
suministrarian  a  la  Oficina,  desde  sus  respectivas  localidades,  ■ 
gran  numero  de  valiosos  informes,  llamando  al  mismo  tiempo 
atencion   de   las  localidades   vecinas,  mas  inmediatas   hacia  I 
trabajos  de  la  Oficina.     Yo  confio  en  que  esta  idea  se  recome 
dara  por  si  misma  a  la  consideracion  de  la  Comision  Ejecutiva. 
que  esta  prestara  su  cooperacion  a  lo  que   yo  conceptiio  con 
medio  practico  y  eficaz  de  extender  las  relaciones  comerciales. 
Tengo  el  placer  de  informar  a  la  Comision  Ejecutiva  que 
Oficina,  por  meritos  de  la  recomendacion  de  la  Comision  y  de  I 
buenos  oficios  de  los  representantes  de  los  paises  latino-american 
en  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  de  los  ministros  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
aquellas  repiiblicas,  ha  obtenido  el  valioso  privilegio  de  utili« 
gratuitamente  el  servicio  postal  de  las  repiiblicas  de  Costa  Ri* 
Ecuador,  Guatemala,  Haiti,  Honduras,  Nicaragua  y  Venezue 
para  la  distribucion  de  sus  jpublicaciones.     Desde  que  me  hi 
cargo  de  la  Oficina,  considere  de  gran  importancia  la  concesi  - 
de  aquel  privilegio  y  consigno  con  placer  el  hecho  de  que 
di  versas  repiiblicas  accedieron  prontamente  a  mi  solicitud.     Anc 
Mexico  era  el  iinico  pais  de  la  Union  Internacional  que  hat 
extendido  aquel  privilegio  a  las  publicaciones  y  a  la  correspc 
dencia  de  la  Oficina.     Yo  confio  en  que,  con  el  tiempo,  todos  1 
miembros  de  la  Union  Internacional  accedan  a  la  concesion 
dicho  privilegio  que  representa  una  gran  economia  en  los  gasf 
generales  de  la  Oficina. 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


^5^7 


Una  at  las  pruebas  mas  satisfactorias  que  ha  llegado  hasta  a 
mi,  de  la  creciente  estimacion  que  existe  por  los  trabajos  de  la 
Oficina,  es  el  interes  active  que  han  demostrado  grandes  organiza- 
ciones  mercantiles  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  como  la  Asociacion 
Nacional  de  Manufectureros,  los  Museos  de  Filadelfia,  las  Asocia* 
clones  de  Exportadores  de  Nueva  York,  el  Club  Espanol  de  San 
Luis  y  otras,  Estas  diversas  sociedades,  desde  hace  tiempo. 
vienen  haciendo  esfuerzos  especiales  para  cultivar  y  ensanchar  las 
relaciones  comerciales  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  sus  vecinos  del 
Sur.  Los  Museos  de  Filadelfia  han  dado  notable  prjeba  de  su 
liberalidad  y  espiritu  emprendedor  con  la  gira  qui.'  durante  el 
verano  pasado  hicieron  por  los  Estados  Unidos  los  comerciantes 
de  la  America  latina;  esta  fue  resultadode  los  esfuerzos  especiales 
de  aquella  empresa.  La  Asociacion  Nacio)ul  de  Manufactu- 
reros  acaba  de  tomar  ultimamente  una  medidii  practica  de  grande 

• 

importancia,  como  lo  es  el   establecimiento  de    un  almacen  de 

muestras  en  Caracas.     Todas  estas  organizaciones  reconocen  de 

hecho  que  esta  Oficina  podria  servir  como  instrumento  poderoso, 

"0  para  adelantarse    6   sobreponerse   a   sus  trabajos,  sino   para 

ayudarlos  con  esfuerzos  inteligentes  y  bien  dirijidos.     Yo  concibo 

la  mision  de  la  Oficina  como  una  inmensa  agencia  cuyo  objeto  es 

n^ostrar  el  camino  y  apartar  los  cbstaculos  con  que  tropiezan  las 

fnipresas  de  particulares  6  de  compaiiias. 

U  parte  mercantil  que  se  ha  introducido  en  el  manejo  de  la 

Oficina,  ha  sido,  a  mi  entender,  iitil  para  alcanzar  esos  fines.     Seria, 

^^  mi  concepto,  infortunado  que  la  Oficina  colidiera,  innecesaria- 

"^^nte,  en  detalles  con  cualquier  agencia  organizada  para  dar  ex- 

P^ion  al  comercio.     Creo  que  todas  estas  agencias  deberian  ser 

^imuladas  y  ayudadas  en  su  desarroUo ;  y  tengo  confianza  en 

S^^  el  mejor  modo  de  ensanchar  sus  intereses,  es  cooperar  con 

'^  Oficina  en  sus  esfuerzos  para  infundir  inteligencia  y  energia 

^^  el  curso  general  del  comercio  entre  los  distintos  paises.     Todo 

^^nto  tienda  al  aumento  de  las  rentas  de  la  Oficina  y  a  su  per- 

^^cionamiento  redundara  al  fin  en  beneficio  de  todos  aquellos  que 

^tan  de  conseguir  mayor  porcion  del  comercio  entre  las  distintas 

^^Publicas,     Por  estas  mismas  razones,  es  patente  el  interes  de  la 

Oficina  en  las  diversas  empresas  que  hay  para  celebrar  exposi- 

^*ones  de  las  industrias  y  el  comercio  de  los  diferentes  miembros 

^  la  Union,  para  establecer    museos  de  manufacturas  y  otros 
Bull.  No.  9 6 
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productos,  para  aumentar  el  radio  de  las  agencias  de  inteligenci: 
comercial  y  todas  los  proyectos  analogos. 

Con  este  motivo  deseo  Uamar  particularmente  la  atencion  a  h 
Exposicion  Trans-Misisipiana  de  Omaha,  que  se  celebrara  en  c 
proximo  verano;  a  la  Exposicion  Pan- Americana  de  1889  er 
Buffalo,  que  merece  especialmente  el  apoyo  mas  decidido  de  h 
Union  Internacional;  a  la  Exposicion  de  Paris  in  1890  y  tatn 
bien  a  las  exposiciones  proyectadas  en  varios  de  los  paises  qu 
forman  la  Union.  En  mi  concepto,  la  Oficina  de  las  Republicai 
Americanas  debe  estar  representada  de  una  manera  adecuada  e 
todas  estas  exposiciones  y  la  necesidad  de  hacerlo  asi  es  otra  de  1^ 
razones  para  que  se  aumenten  sus  rentas.  Someto,  respetuos= 
mente,  este  asunto  a  la  consideracion  especial  de  la  Comisica 
Ejecutiva,  y  me  complaceria  ver  aprobado  formalmente  el  pla 
indicado. 

Otra  de  las  materias  que  ha  ocupado  seriamente  mi  atencion 
que  me  ha  interesado  mas  y  mas,  a  medida  que  me  he  ido  famili 
rizando  con  las  condiciones  practicas  del  comercio  entre  los  distint -- 
paises  de  este  hemisferio,  es  la  necesidad  absoluta  de  hacer  convent  • 
eficaces  de  reciprocidad  para  el  desarrollo  propio  del  comercr 
americano  entre  los  americanos.  Asunto  es  este,  como  lo  sabc 
Cortiision  Ejecutiva,  encomendando  al  estudio  de  un  Comisiona^ 
Especial  Plenipotenciario  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  confio  sH 
ceramente  en  que  sus  labores  sean  ricas  en  resultados  practicos  p^ 
todos  los  paises  que  forman  la  Union  Internacional.  A  mi  juicS 
no  es  de  dudarse  que  los  febricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  est^ 
sumamente  ansiosos  de  entrar  en  convenios  de  esta  indole,  que  M 
permitan  disponer  de  sus  productos  entre  los  paises  latino-ame- 
canos  y  que  su  influencia  sera  agente  poderoso  para  consegu- 
concesiones  tales,  que  aseguren  a  aquellos  paises  mas  amplia  sali^ 
de  sus  productos  en  los  Estados  Unidos.  Consider©  como  deba 
especial  mio  ayudar  de  cuantos  modos  esten  a  mi  alcance 
desarrollo  de  ese  movimiento,  y  es  para  mi  particularmente  gem 
notar  que  existen  muchas  indicaciones  de  la  misma  indole,  no  t- 
solamente  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  sino  tambien  en  las  republic: 
sus  asociadas  en  la  Union  Internacional. 

Para  mi  es  profundamente  penoso  que  el  estado  de  mi  saliJ* 
en  los  seis  meses  iiltimos,  haya  sido  tal  que  me  impidiera  por» 
en  ejecucion  los  planes  que  me  habia  propuesto  seguir,  con  i 
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cncrpa  que  mi  presencia  constante  en  el  lugar  de  accion  me 
hubiera  permitido  poner  en  juego.  Confio,  empero,  en  que  nin- 
guno  de  los  intereses  de  la  Oficina  haya  sufrido  menoscabo,  sino 
que  por  el  contrario,  haya  progresado  de  manera  notable.  Al 
niqorar  mi  salud,  sera  para  mi  motivo  de  gran  placer  eritrar  de 
nuevoen  el  desempeno  de  mis  deberes  con  la  conciencia  de  haber 
merecido  vuestra  aprobacion  y  saber  que  puedo  contar  con  vuestra 
cooperacion  para  hacer  mas  extenso  el  radio  de  accion  de  la  Oficina, 
dirijiendola  de  modo  que  de  por  resultado  final  el  goce  complete 
dc  los  planes  tan  sabios  como  generosos  a  que  obedece  la  creacion 
de  la  Union  Internacional. 

Acompano  una  demostracion  de  los  ingresos  y  egresos  de  la 
oficina  hasta  el  i**  de  enero  de  1898.     (Anexo  XXIV.) 

Con  protestas  de  agradecimiento  al  Honorable  Presidente  de  la 
Comision  Ejecutiva  y  a  los  distinguidos  Ministros  que  la  com- 
ponen,  por  sur  direcciones  y  consejos  en  varios  momentos  criticos 
por  que  ha  pasado  la  Oficina  durante  el  ano  pasado, 

Tengo  el  honor  de  suscribirme,  obediente  servidor, 

Joseph  P.  Smith,  Director,* 

ANEXOS. 

*"^X.  Publicacioncs  dc  la  Oficina  dc  las  Rcpfiblicas  Amcricanas. 

^Xl.  Cartas  de  hombres  de  ncgocios.  rccomendando  cl  Directorio  Comcrcial. 

'^^n.  Rclato  de  la  prcscntaci6n  del  Directorio  Comcrcial  al  Presidente  de  los 

Estados  Unidos;  carta  dc  envio  y  cartas  dc  los  micmbros  del  Gabi- 

nete  referentes  i  la  materia. 

'^^ni.  Cartas  de  hombres  dc  ncgocios  relativas  i  los  anuncios  en  el  BoletIn 

Mensuau 
^^"  .  Ingresos  y  egresos  de  la  Oficina. 
*^or  motivo  de  su  cxtensi6n  omitense  aqui  estos  anexos. 


ANUNCIOS  EN  EL  BOLETfN. 

La  circular  que  sigue,  explicando  el  proceder  de  la  Comrsion 
^Kcutiva  al  rescindir  el  contrato  que  tenia  celebrado  con  Mr, 
L^ARLEs  E.  Locke,  agente  de  anuncios  que  fue  de  la  oficina,  ha 

^"»ndo  el  informe  precedente  le  fu6  sometido  d  Mr.  Smith  para  su  aprobaci6n,  61 
^ y»  gravemente  enfermo.     Como  se  ha  dicho,  este  documento  fu6  preparado  con 
'^''^Mosqucfel  escribi6. 
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sido  enviada  a  los  anunciadores  en  el  BoletIn  Mensual,  y  a  Junt 
de  comercio,  publicaciones  comerciales,  comerciantes  de  nota,  et 

Oficinas  de  Las  Republicas  Americanas 

Union  Internacional  de  Republicas  Americanas, 

Washington,  U.  S.  A,,  j  de  marzo  de  18^8, 
SeffoR : 

Pongo  en  conocimiento  de  Ud.  que  en  la  reuni6n  celcbrada  el  28  de  fcbrc 
por  la  Comisi6n  Ejecutiva  de  la  Uni6n  Internacional  de  Reptiblicas  American; 
fui  nombrado  Director  de  la  Oiicina  de  las  Republicas  Americanas,  por 
periodo  de  tiempo  que  no  pase  del  afio  fiscal  que  termina  el  30  de  junio 
1898,  con  el  objeto  de  reorganizar  los  asuntos  de  la  Oficina.  En  dicha  reuni 
recibi  instrucciones  de  rescindir  el  contrato  celebrado  con  Mr.  Charles  E.  Loci 
para  conseguir,  en  comisi6n,  anuncios  y  suscriciones  para  las  publicaciones  de 
Oficina,  por  haberse  visto  que  este  sistema  causaba  gastos  por  mucho  superioi 
&  los  ingresos  y  que  al  mismo  tiempo  ponia  en  conflicto  los  intereses  de  las  pub 
caciones  comerciales  y  casas  editoras  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  con  esta  Oficina. 

El  objeto  primordial  de  la  Comisi6n  Ejecutiva,  que,  como  Ud.  sabe,  esti  co 
compuesta  de  los  representantes  de  las   repdblicas  latino-americanas  y  de 
Estados  Unidos,  fu6  crear  una  renta  de  los  anuncios,  que  ampliase  el  radio 
utilidad  de  la  Oficina,  sin  causar  may  ores  gastos  d  los  Gobiernos  que  de  e 
forman  parte. 

Abrlgase  la  creencia  de  que  se  pueden  servir  estos  intereses  sin  causar  perjui 
d  los  de  particulares  en  el  pais,  si  se  continiia  recibiendo  anuncios  para  el  Bo 
TfN  Mensual  de  la  Oficina,  haciendo  dicha  publicaci6n  tan  valiosa  que  mere: 
el  apoyo,  no  tan  s61o  de  las  casas  de  comercio  que  solicitan  mercados  en 
paises  latino-americanos  y  de  los  exportadores  de  alii  que  deseen  vender 
mercancfas  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  sino  tambi6n  de  las  publicaciones  comtrci^ 
y  de  todos  los  intereses  que  puedan  derivar  beneficios  con  el  desarrollo 
comercio  con  la  America  latina. 

Aun  no  se  han  perfeccionado  los  detalles  de  este  ramo  de  la  Oficina;  mienc 
se  logra  hacerlo,  ruego  d  Ud,  respetuosamente,  que  estudie  con  atenci6n  el  asun 
Mucho  me  complaceria  poder  contar  con  su  apoyo  en  mis  esfuerzos  para  lie 
k  cabo  lo  que,  segdn  mi  conocimiento  personal,  era  el  plan  del  difunto  Direc 
Joseph  P.  Smith,  esto  es,  colocar  los  trabajos  de  la  Oficina  en  la  esfera  digna  qu* 
corresponde,  haciendo  de  ella  una  agencia  activa  para  el  desarrollo  del  comer 
entre  las  Republicas  de  America. 
Soy  su  atento  servidor, 

Frederic  Emory, 

Director, 
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RELACIONESCOMERGIALES  EN  AMERICA— IX* 

RIQJJEZAS  INTERIORES  DE  LA  AMERICA  CENTRAL. 

End  numero  del  BoletIn  Mensual  correspondiente  al  mes  de 
febrero,  se  trato  de  las  riquezas  interiores  de  Mexico.  Vamos 
abora  a  hablar  de  las  de  la  America  Central,  que  es  una  de  las 
tres  grandes  secciones  en  que  se  divide  nuestro  continente. 

Con  una  extension  territorial  casi  igual  a  la  de  Francia,  la 
America  Central  contiene  apenas  una  poblacion  menor  que  la 
de  Belgica,  cuyo  territorio  es  mucho  mas  pequeno  que  el  de  la 
Republica  de  Costa  Rica.  Teniendo  un  suelo  riquisimo  que  da 
en  abundancia  todos  los  productos  de  la  zona  tropical,  con  una 
posicion  geografica  sin  rival,  gozando  de  un  clima  suave  y  saludable, 
con  un  inmenso  litoral  sobre  ambos  mares  y  con  la  perspectiva  de 
un  canal  interoceanico  a  traves  de  su  territorio,  la  America  Cen- 
tral esta  destinada  a  un  brillante  porvenir  y  a  ser  uno  de  los 
grandes  emporios  del  comercio  universal. 

La  falta  de  buenas  vias  de  comunicacion  entre  los  cinco  Estados 
ba  estorbado,  hasta  cierto  punto,  el  desarroUo  de  aquel  bello  pais, 
pero  de  algunos  anos  a  esta  parte,  se  trabaja  con  actividad  en  la 
construccion  de  ferrocarriles,  que  si  bien  hasta  el  dia  estan  desti- 
nados  solamente  al  trafico  interior  de  cada  seccion,  mas  tarde  las 
enlazaran  a  todas  y  daran  por  resultado  un  gran  incremento  en  la 
industria,  la  agricultura  y  el  comercio. 

Las  principales  vias  ferreas  que  en  la  actualided  existen  en  la 
America  Central  son  estas :  en  Guatemala,  el  Ferrocarril  del  Sur, 
sue  parte  del  puerto  de  San  Jose,  en  el  Pacifico,  pasa  por  Escuintla 
y  termina  en  la  capital,  despues  de  haber  recorrido  un  trayecto  de 
75niillas;  el  Ferrocarril  Occidental,  que  tiene4i  millas  de  largo 
y  une  a  San  Felipe  con  el  puerto  de  Champerico ;  un  ramal  del 
''crrocarril  del  Sur,  entre  Escuintla  y  Patulul ;  una  linea  de  Iztapa 
^  la  estacion  de  Naranjo,  en  el  Ferrocarril  del  Sur  6  Central,  y 
'29  millas  del  Ferrocarril  del  Norte,  desde  Puerto  Barrios  a 
'^ancho  de  San  Agustin.     En  El  Salvador  hay  la  linea  fcrrea  que 

El  primero  de  esta  serie  de  articulos  por  el  difunto  Director  Joseph  P.  Smith,  fu6 
Publicadoen  el  BoLExfN  Mensual  correspondiente  al  mes  de  julio  dc  1897.  Se  con- 
tmuara  la  publicaciofl  de  estos  articulos,  escritos  por  varios  colaboradores  y  de  con- 
lormidad  con  el  plan  adoptado  por  el  mencionado  Seflor  Smith. 
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va  del  puerto  de  Acajutla  a  la  ciudad  de  Santa  Ana;  la 
Armenia  a  la  Ceiba,  y  la  de  Santa  Tecla  a  la  capital.  Hondui 
tiene  un  ferrocarril  que  une  a  Puerto  Cortez  con  San  Pedro  Su 
En  Nicaragua  existe  una  buena  linea  ferrea  dividida  en  dos  s< 
ciones.  La  primera  corre  de  Corinto  a  Momotombo,  sobre 
lago  de  Managua,  por  una  distancia  de  58  millas,  y  la  segum 
que  es  de  32  millas,  va  de  Granada  a  la  capital,  que  tambien  ei 
situada  a  orillas  del  mismo  lago.  La  comunicacion  entre  e: 
ultimo  punto  y  Momotombo  se  hace  por  medio  de  vapores  peqi 
fios,  pero  muy  comodos  y  bien  construidos. 

Costa  Rica  cuenta  con  dos  ferrocarriles  abiertos  al  trafico,  u 
hacia  el  Atlantico  y  otro  hacia  el  Pacifico.     El  primero  es  de 
mayor  importancia,  como  que  une  a  la  capital  con  el  puerto 
Limon,  que  es  el  principal  de  la  Republica  y  uno  de  los  mejoi 
de  la  America  Central.     Esta  linea  tiene  una  extension  de  i 
millas  y  termina  en  Alajuela.     La  otra  via  ferrea  corre  de  Espai 
al  puerto  de  Puntarenas  y  es  solamente  de    14^  millas.     Em 
los  ferrocarriles    que  al  presente  se    construyen  en   la   Ameri 
Central,   deben   mencionarse    los   siguientes:   en   Guatemala, 
Ferrocarril  del   Norte,  entre   Puerto  Barrios  y  la  capital  de 
Republica,  una  parte  del  cual  esta  ya  terminada,  como  que 
dicho ;  en  El  Salvador  esta  para  concluirse  un  ferrocarril  del  puei 
de  la  Union  a  la  capital,  que  tendra  mas  de  200  kilometres 
largo  •  y  que    pasara   por  las   principales   ciudades    del   orien 
Tambien  se  esta  construyendo  la  seccion  de  la  Ceiba  a  Sai 
Tecla.     En  Nicaragua  estan  muy  adelantados  los  trabajos  en  la  "^ 
ferrea  de  Masaya  a  Diriamba,  que  atraviesa  por  una  de  las  par 
del  pais  donde  se  produce  mejor  cafe,  y  en  Costa  Rica  se  ha  da 
principio  a  la  construccion  del  ferrocarril  al  Pacifico. 

Los  principales  productos  de  la  America  Central  son  cafe,  a- 
car,  cacao,  anil,  maiz,  tabaco,  goma  elastica  6  hule,  cueros,  mac 
ras  de  construccion,  palos  de  tinte  y  todas  las  frutas  tropical 
entre  las  cuales  ocupa  el  principal  lugar  el  platano.  El  c: 
centroamericano  es  famoso  en  todos  los  mercados  del  mun< 
Su  cultivo  se  ha  desarroUado  en  los  ultimos  anos  de  una  man< 
asombrosa  y  continua  aumentando,  a  pesar  de  que  el  precio  c 
articulo  ha  bajado  considerablemente.  En  Guatemala  y  Cos 
Rica  la  cosecha  de  cafe  representa  la  mayor  parte  de  la  produ 
cion  nacional.  En  la  primera  de  estas  Republicas  habia  en  18c 
una  extension  de  algo  mas  de  964  caballerias  dedicadas  al  culti^ 
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ddcafey  el  niimero  de  arboles  era  entonces  de  64,186,922.     La 
cosecha  ascendio  a  36,999,464  libras  en  aquel  ano. 

El  cafe  es  el  gran  producto  de  Costa  Rica,  adonde  fue  Uevado 
por  primera  vez  en  1 796,  y  el  que  se  da  en  aquel  pais  es  de 
superior  calidad,  como  se  prueba  por  los  altos  precios  que  ha  obte- 
nido  en  los  mercados  de  Europa,  principalmente  en  Inglaterra, 
Se  exportan  anualmente  cerca  de  40,000,000  de  libras.  En  la 
Exposicion  de  Chicago  hubo  75  expositores  de  cafe  costarricense, 
de  los  cuales  ^^  recibieron  medallas,  proporcion  que  no  logro 
ninguno  de  los  otros  paises  que  figuraron  en  aquel  gran  certamen. 
En  El  Salvador  el  cafe  se  da  en  todos  los  departamentos  del 
Estado.  En  las  tierras  altas  que  se  encuentran  en  el  interior 
de  Honduras  se  produce  cafe  de  excelente  calidad,  y  aunque  hasta 
ahora  la  produccion  ha  sido  limitada,  todo  indica  que  dentro  de 
poco  tiempo  habra  aumentado  notablemente.  En  un  informe  que 
dirigio  al  Departamento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  6  de  febrero  de 
1897,  acerca  del  cultivo  de  cafe  en  Nicaragua,  el  Ministro  Baker 
se  expreso  como  sigue  : 

*'Para  ilustrar  el  desarrollo  que  ha  tenido  la  industria  del  cafe 
en  esa  seccion  (Matagalpa),  observare  que  cuando  Uegue  a  este 
pais,hace  cuatroanos,  no  habia  aqui  mas  que  veintiocho  americanos, 
contando  hombres,  mujeres  y  ninos.  En  la  actualidad  hay  una 
colonia  de  noventa  americanos.  ♦  ♦  ♦  En  1893  ^^  niimero 
de  cafetos  se  calculaba  en  menos  de  50,000,  y  de  estos  muy  pocos 
estaban  frutando;  hoy  existen  mas  de  7,000,000  de  arboles.  Si 
^  estacion  es  buena,  se  cree  que  la  cosecha  del  ano  entrante  alcan- 
zara  a  4,000,000  de  libras,  debido  a  que  los  nuevos  cafetos  van  a 
estardando  fruto.  El  capital  americano  invertido  en  Matagalpa 
en  1893  ^^  pasaba  de  $50,000  en  moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
^'  presente,  las  companias  americanas  han  invertido  la  cantidad 
"^$405,000  y  los  particulares  la  suma  de  $155,000,  lo  cual  arroja 
^"  total  de  $560,000,  oro." 

Segun  datos  suministrados  por  la  Oficina  de  Estadistica  del  Min- 
'sterio  de  Hacienda  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  las  exportaciones  de 

^'ede  la  America  Central  para  este  pais  fueron  en   1897  como 

sigue: 

J'^^^^a  Rica $3>439.374  • 

^*  Guatemala 1,862,589 

"^Honduras 847,230 

'^^  Nicaragua 1,262,701 

"^  El  Salvador 1,112,534 
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Todas  estas  cantidades  son  en  oro  americano. 

El  cacao  de  Centro  America  es  justamente  renombrado  y  el  c 
Guatemala  es  el  mejor  del  mundo,  pero  casi  todo  se  consume  e 
el  pais  y  asi  es  que  no  constituye  un  articulo  importante  d 
exportacion. 

La  cria  de  ganado  es  una  de  las  grandes  riquezas  de  la  America 
Central  y  de  todos  los  cinco  estados,  Honduras  es  probablcmcnte 
el  que  reune  las  mayores  ventajas  para  esta  industria,  aunque 
Guatemala  y  Nicaragua  las  ofrecen  tambien  en  gran  escala. 

El  tabaco  centroamericano  es  tan  buenocomo  el  de  Mexico  y 
los  cigarros  salvadoreiios  gozan  de  grande  y  bien  merecida  repu- 
tacion. 

El  platano  6  banano  es  uno  de  los  productos  mas  importantes 
de  la  America  Central.  Es  una  planta  de  cultivo  sencillisimo  y 
que  rinde  opimo  fruto  con  pequenos  esfuerzos.  La  exportacion 
de  este  articulo  de  varios  puntos  de  la  costa  centroamericana  sobrc 
el  Atlantico,  ha  crecido  muchisimo  y  aumenta  de  ano  en  aiio. 
Toda  la  cosecha  se  envia  a  los  Estados  Unidos  y  hay  lineas  de 
vapores  que  se  dedican  a  este  trafico  casi  exclusivamente. 

La  America  Central  es  uno  de  los  paises  del  Nuevo  Mundo 
mas  ricos  en  miherales  y  casi  por  todas  partes  se  encuentra  oro, 
plata,  hierro,  cobre,  plomo,  azogue,  carbon  de  piedra,  etc.  La 
explotacion  de  minas  de  oro  constituye  una  gran  industria,  en  la 
que  estan  interesadas  muchas  companias  extranjeras.  Honduras 
es  quiza  el  pais  centroamericano  que  contiene  el  mayor  niimero  de 
minas  y  su  riqueza  mineral  es  incalculable ;  pero  tambien  Guate- 
mala, Nicaragua  y  Costa  Rica  ocupan  un  lugar  muy  prominente 
por  sus  depositos  de  oro  y  de  otros  metales.  La  explotacion  dc 
estos  no  ha  llegado  aiin  a  su  completo  desarrollo  y  todo  parecc 
indicar  que  lo  que  hasta  ahora  se  conoce  de  la  gran  riquexa 
metalifera  de  la  America  Central  parecera  poca  cosa  cuando  se 
haya  descubierto  lo  que  todavia  esta  por  conocerse. 

Larga  tarea  seria  enumerar  detenidamente  uno  por  uno  todos 
los  productos  que  da  el  privilegiado  suelo  de  la  America  Central 
pero  lo  que  dejamos  consignado  atras  demuestra  cuan  rica  ^* 
aquella  tierra,  que  habitada  hoy  apenas  por  poco  mas  de  trci 
millones  de  seres  humanos,  pudiendo  contener  holgadamcnt* 
treinta  millones,  produce,  en  proporcion  a  su  poblacion,  tant^ 
como  los  paises  mas  productores  del  globo. 
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EI  trafico  de  los  Estados  Unidoscon  los  paises  centroamericanos 
ha  tornado  en  los  ultimos  afios  un  gran  incremento.  Segun  los 
datos  suministrados  por  la  Oficina  de  Estadistica  del  Ministerio 
de  Hacienda  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  las  exportaciones  de  este  pais 
a  la  America  Central  durante  el  ano  economico  de  1896-97, 
fiieron  como  sigue : 

•A  Costa  Rica $1,292,709 

A  Guatemala 2,992, 1 1 8 

A  Honduras 669,682 

A  Nicaragua i ,038,664 

A  El  Salvador 1,596,861 

Lo  que  este  pais  importo  de  aquellos  en  el  mismo  periodo  fue 

lo  siguiente : 

DcCrsta  Rica $3*439*374 

De  Guatemala 1,862,589 

Dc  Honduras 847,230 

Dc  Nicaragua 1,262,701 

Dc  El  Salvador 1 , 1 1 2,5 34 

La  America  Central  ofrece  vastisimo  campo  al  espiritu  de 
fmpresa  del  pueblo  americano.  Sus  puertos  estan  en  constante 
comunicacion  con  los  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  el  Atlantico  yen 
d  Pacifico.  Las  principales  lineas  de  navegacion  entre  este  pais 
y  los  Estados  centroamericanos,  son  la  "  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Line,"  cuyos  vapores  salen  de  San  Francisco  de  California  y  tocan 
fntodos  los  puertos  de  la  America  Central  sobre  el  Pacifico;  la 
linea  "Atlas,"  cuyos  vapores  van  a  Limon,  en  Costa  Rica,  a  Puerto 
barrios,  en  Guatemala,  y  a  San  Juan  del  Norte,  en  Nicaragua; 
'^''Panama  Railroad  Steamship  Line,"  que  hace  viajes  regulares 
^otre  Nueva  York  y  Colon,  en  Colombia,  y  cuyos  vapores  hacen 
^nexion  con  los  de  la  "  Pacific  Mail,"  que  corren  de  Panama  a 
'^puertos  centroamericanos;  la  "New  York  and  Central  Ameri- 
^^n  Steamship  Line,"  que  va  de  Nueva  York  a  Puerto  Barrios; 
^'^  "New  Orleans,  Belize  Royal  Mail,  and  Central  American 
^^famship  Company,  Limited,"  de  Nueva  Orleans  a  Puerto 
barrios;  k  "Royal  Mail  Steamship  Co.,"  que  tiene  vapores  que 

^3n  semanalmente  de  Nueva  Orleans  a  Puerto  Cortez,  y  algunas 

otras. 

Porsu  proximidad  a  los  Estados  Unidos,  la  America  Central 
^^^ne  naturalmente  que  estrechar   cada   dia  mas  sus  relaciones 
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comerciaies  con  este  pais,  pues  produciendose  aqui,  tan  bien  6 
mejor  que  en  Europa,  todos  los  articulos  que  en  los  cinco  estados 
se  consumen,  no  parece  existir  razon  alguna  para  que  vayan  a 
buscarlos  al  otro  lado  del  Atlantico.  Si  hasta  hoy  el  trafico  de 
aquellos  pueblos  con  los  Estados  Unidos  no  tiene  toda  la  inipor- 
tancia  que  deberia  tener  y  que  tendra  en  dia  no  lejano,  esto  sc 
debe,  en  gran  parte,  a  que  todavia  no  se  comprende  bien  en 
algunos  puntos  de  la  America  Central  lo  que  vale  la  industria 
norteamericana.  Los  fabricantes  de  este  pais  no  se  ban  empenado 
quiza  lo  bastante  en  dar  a  conocer  sus  productos  a  los  comerciantes 
centroamericanos,  y  por  eso  no  es  de  extranar  que,  acostumbrados 
estos  por  largos  anos  a  traficar  con  Europa,  continuen  haciendolo 
todavia  en  considerable  escala,  a  pesar  de  la  distancia  que  separa 
a  la  Arherica  Central  de  los  mercados  del  Viejo  Mundo. 

Cuando  se  ha  establecido  una  corriente  comercial,  es  dificil  tarca 
el  desviarla,  y  esto  solamente  puede  conseguirse  por  medio  de 
grandes  y  constantes  esfuerzos,  que  demuestren  a  los  consumidores 
las  ventajas  que  un  nuevo  mercado  ofrece  sobre  los  viejos.    Ade- 
mas,  siendo   el    comercio  cuestion  de   interests  y  no    de  senti- 
miento,  la  reciprocidad  es  indispensable  para  su  desarrollo,  pues 
cada  pais  ira  a  buscar  siempre  lo  que  necesite  a  aquel  que,  a  su 
vez,  le  tome  en  cambio  sus  productos.     El  dia  que  los  comerciantes 
centroamericanos  lleguen  a  convencerse  de  que  los  articulos  que 
exportan  pueden  venderse   mas  ventajosamente  en  los  Estados 
Unidos  que  en   Europa,  y  de  que  pueden  comprar  en  este  pais  a 
los  mismos  precios  y  en  iguales  condicionesmercanciastan  buenas 
como  las  que  compran  en  Francia,  Inglaterra  y  Alemania,  por 
ejemplo,  y  aun  mejores,  todo  el  trafico  de  la  America  Central  se 
hara  con  este  pais,  porque  la  distancia  que  separa  a  los  puertos 
centroamericanos  de  los  grandes  centros  industrials  de  Europe 
haria  imposible  la  competencia  por  parte  de  estos.     De  Nucva 
York  al  puerto  de   Limon,  en  Costa  Rica,  hay  2,025  ™^^^  ^ 
de  Nueva  Orleans  al  mismo  punto,  solamente  1,340.     De  San 
Francisco  a  Puntarenas,  en  Costa  Rica,  hay  2,793  ^^ill^s,  y  siendo 
esta  la  republica  centroamericana  que  esta  mas  al  sur,  es  clafO 
que  sus  puertos  se  encuentran  algo  mas  distantes  de  los  Esta- 
dos Unidos  que  los  de  Guatemala,   El  Salvador,  Honduras  y 
Nicaragua.     Sin  embargo,  comparense  las  referidas  distancias  con 
las  que  median  entre  el  litoral  centroamericano  sobre  el  Atlantic^ 
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ylospuertos  de  Inglaterra,  Francia  y  Alemania,  y  desde  luego  se 
notara  la  ventajosa  posicion  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  tratandose  del 
trafico  con  la  America  Central.  El  establecimiento  de  una 
cxhibicion  permanente  de  manufecturas  americanas  en  Centra 
America,  como  la  que  se  ha  abierto  en  la  capital  de  Venezuela, 
contribuiria  notablemente  al  objeto  en  referencia.  Seria  asimismo 
de  gran  utilidad  el  envio  de  agentes  comerciales '  competentes, 
conocedores  del  pais,  de  sus  gustos  y  de  su  idioma,  que  fueran  a 
dcmostrar  de  una  manera  practica  al  pueblo  centroamericano  que 
los  Estados  Unidos  pueden  suministrarle  todos  los  articulos  que 
Ic  suministra  Europa. 

Pero  hay  un  punto  sobre  el  cual  no  se  puede  insistir  demasiado, 

yes  el  de  los  creditos,  que  son  la  base  del  comercio  entre  las 

naciones  latino-americanas  y  las  europeas.     Mientras  los  comer- 

ciantes  de  la  America  Central  no  puedan  obtener  en  los  Estados 

Unidos  los  mismos  plazos  que  obtienen  en  Europa  para  hacer 

sus  pagos,  no  se  lograra  el  objeto  deseado.     Y  es  bueno  que  esto 

se  tenga  siempre  presente,  porque  es  el  punto  de  partida  de  toda 

lacuestion.     Es  indudable  que,  a  pesar  de  los  obstaculos  con  que 

^  tropezado,  el  desarrollo  comercial  entre  los  Estados  Unidos 

y la  America  Central  se  hace  sentir  cada  dia  mas;  pero  si  estos 

niercacios  fueran  mejor  conocidos  alia,  si  las  facilidades  bancarias 

fceran  mayores,  si  los  fabricantes  americanos  se  esforzaran  por 

satisfacer  el  gusto  especial  de  aquellos  pueblos,  ofreciendoles  los 

articulos  a  que  estan  acostumbrados,  y,  sobre  todo,  si  les  vendieran 

^losprecios  a  que  les  vende  Europa  y  bajo  identicas  condiciones, 

"0  tardaria  en  llegar  el  momento  en  que,  desde  Guatemala  hasta 

Costa  Rica,  los  comerciantes  norteamericanos  dominarian  el  trafico 

• 

Sin  encontrar  competencia  digna  de  temerse. 

La  America  Central  ha  despertado  siempre  gran  simpatia  entre 
^1  pueblo  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  estadistas,  escritores  y  econo- 
"^^stas  notables  de  este  pais  le  han  dedicado  especial  atencion. 
^^  Gran  Republica  no  puede  ser  indiferente  al  desarrollo  de 
^2ciones  con  las  cuales  la  ligan  tradiciones  historicas,  asi  como  inte- 
'^ses  politicos  y  comerciales.  Tierra  destinada,  como  dijimos  atras, 
*  un  hcrmoso  porvenir,  aquel  pedazo  del  continente  americano, 
9^^  sirve  de  lazo  de  union  a  las  dos  grandes  secciones  del  norte  y 
*'  sur,  ha  atraido  las  miradas  del  mundo,  y  refiriendose  a  el, 
^ribia  hace  mas  de  cuarenta  anos  un  distinguido  viajero  ameri- 
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cano,  E.  G.  Squier,  estas  lineas  que  revelan  la  penetracion  de  s 
espiritu : 

"  Las  relaciones  naturales  de  la  America  Central,  segun  lo 
indican  las  condiciones  que  dejamos  senaladas,  son  desde  luego 
con  el  Pacifico  y  con  los  estados  que  ahora  existen  6  puedan 
existir  mas  adelante  sobre  ese  mar.  Tarde  6  temprano,  este  pais 
ocupara  respecto  de  California  y  la  mayor  parte  de  Mexico,  asi 
como  hacia  la  America  del  Sur,  una  posicion  correspondiente  a  la 
que  ahora  tienen  las  Antillas*  respecto  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  dc 
Europa,  con  la  importante  circunstancia  adicional  de  que  la 
America  Central  es  ya  una  via  de  comunicacion  entre  el  herais- 
ferio  oriental  y  el  occidental  y  que  tal  vez  llegara  a  ser  mas  tardc 
una  ruta  comercial.  Su  destino  esta  claramente  escrito  en  la  con- 
figuracion  de  sus  costas,  grabado  en  su  superficie  y  demostrado 
por  su  posicion  geografica." 


COMERCIO    ENTRE    LA    ARGENTINA   Y   PERCJ 

El  Senor  Guesalga,  ministro  de  la  Republica  Argentina  ei 
Peru,  ha  escrito  recientemente  un  extenso  articulo  sobre  c 
comercio  entre  su  pais  y  el  Peru,  senalando  las  grandes  oportuiu 
dades  que  existen  para  el  desarrollo  del  comercio  entre  los  do 
paises.  Dice  el  Senor  Guesalga  que  al  presente  no  hay  ni  v*^ 
centavo  de  intercambio  entre  el  Peru  y  la  Republica  Argentiai 
El  Peru  produce  y  fabrica  petroleo  y  sal  en  grande  escala,  y  taiH 
bien  produce  vinos,  etc. 

En  vista  del  aumento  de  derechos  de  importacion  en  \o 
Estados  Unidos  sobre  varios  productos  de  la  Argentina,  y  de  I 
correspondiente  represalia  sobre  el  petroleo  de  los  Estados  Uni 
dos  que  se  importa  en  la  Argentina,  el  Senor  Guesalga  piens: 
que  esta  es  una  buena  oportunidad  para  la  introduccion  del  petrci 
leo  del  Peru  en  la  Argentina.     Segun  las  estadisticas,  la  importa 
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cion  de  petroleo  en  la  Republica  Argentina  es  de  unos  $905,000, 
oro,  anualmente. 

Laproduccion  de  sal  en  el  Peru,  que  es  monopolio  del  Gobiemo, 
tiene  tambien  gran  importancia.  La  Republica  Argentina  im- 
porta  sal  de  Europa  per  valor  de  $400,000,  oro,  anuales.  Espana 
solamente  exporto  a  la  Republica  en  1895,  ^v35»^35  hectolitres, 
valuados  en  $380,000,  ore. 

Hay  dos  lineas  de  vapores  entre  el  Callao  y  Buenos  Aires :  la 
Kosmos  (alemana), .  y  la  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company 
(inglesa),  cuyos  fletes  son  relativamente  bajos. 

El  Senor  Guesalga  aboga  en  su  articulo  por  un  tratado  comer- 
cial  entre  los  dos  paises,  por  el  cual  el  trigo  y  la  harina  de  la 
Argentina  podrian  ser  admitidos  libres  de  derecho  en  el  Peni,  con 
una  clausula  de  reciprocidad  aplicable  al  petroleo  y  a  la  sal  del 
Peru. 

El  Peru  importa  trigo  de  Chile,  Nueva  Zelanda  y  California; 
su  consumo  es  de  unos  70,000,000  de  kilogramos  anualmente. 
Podrian  importarse  tambien  en  el  Peru  ganado  en  pie,  tasajo,  etc. 
La  actual  produccion  de  petroleo  del  Peru  es  proximamente  de 
50o,cxx)  barriles,  de  160  litros  cada  uno,  extraidos  anualmente  de 
44  pozos. 

La  exportacion  de  sal  es  muy  considerable ;  en  los  nueve'  pri- 
raeros  meses  de  1 896  se  exportaron : 

Kil6gramos. 

Colombia i,  500, 000 

ClJile 5,  500, 000 

^<:uador i,  380, 000 

Total 8,  380, 000 

Consamo  dom^stico 7,  814,  500 

Consurao  industrial 700, 000 

Total 16,  894,  500 

Laproduccion  de  trigo  en  la  Republica  Argentina,  de  1891  a 
1895,  ^s  como  sigue : 

Toneladas. 
% 395.555 


% 470,  no 

% 1,108, 137 

% 1,608,249 

%. 1, 010,  269 
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BRASIL. 

KILOMETROS  DE  VfA  FfiRREA,  Y  FERROCARRILES  El 

CONSTRUCCI6N.* 

Mr.  Frank  D.  Hill,  Consul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  S 
ha  dirijido  al  Departamento  de  Estado  un  informe  general 
los  terrocarriles  del  Brasil,  su  extension,  anchura  de  la  via,  ec 
etc.  Se  publican  los  siguientes  datos  tornados  de  dicho  inf 
por  ser  de  interes  general. 

Los  ferrocarriles  que  estaban  abiertos  al  servicio  publico, 
lineas  en  construccion,  el  31  de  diciembre  de  1896,  eran: 


Ferrocarriles. 

Abiertos  al  TrAfico. 

Kn  Construcd6 

Lineas  del  Gobierno  Federal. . . . 

KiJ^meiros. 
3.190 

3.912 

1.593 
5,246 

MiUas. 
1,982 

2,430 
990 

3.260 

KiUhnetros. 

M 

Lineas  subvencionadas  (sujetas 
i  la  inspecci6n  del  Gobierno). 

Lineas  no  subvencionadas 

Lineas  pertenecientes  al  Estado . 

5. 953 
619 

1. 416 

Total 

13.^1 

8,662 

7.988 

Los  ferrocarriles  de  la  primera  clasc,  6  pertenecientes  al  Gobierno  F 
tienen  una  extensi6n  total  de  3,190  kil6metros  (1,982  millas),  que  reprc 
un  capital   efectivo    de    324^733,121    milreis  ($45,462,637),  detallado 
manera  siguiente : 


Lineas. 


Central  del  Brasil 

Sobral  . . .  .* 

Baturitfe 

Sao  Francisco 

Central  de  Pernambuco 

Paulo  Affonso 

Porto  Alegre  de  Uruguay 

Rio  de  Oro 

No  especificado  por  el  C6nsul . . . 

Total 


Hxtensi6n  abierla  al  trdfico. 


Kildmetros. 
1,217 

215 
267 

45^ 

179 
116 

458 

87 
200 


3,190 


Millas. 

758 

134 
166 

280 

112 

69 

285 

54 

124 


1982 


Capital. 


Milreis. 

178,978.486 

9,  323.  328 
14,  387.  941 
20,410,045 
32,  520,  352 

6,821,449 

27, 432, 449 
2, 465.  020 

31.385,051 


324.  733. 121 


25.  < 

I,; 

2,< 

2.1 

4.' 


4. 


45. 


Los  ferrocarriles  subvencionados   por  el  Gobierno   Federal  son:    Ba 
Araruama,  Caxias  i  Cayazerias,  do  Conde  d*Eu,  de  Minas  e   Rio,   M< 

*En  este  informe  se  le  dd  al  milreis  en  papel  un  valor  de  14  centavos  (moned 
Estados  Unidos).     El  kil6metro  es  equivalente  d  0.6214  millas. 
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Norte  do  Brazil,  do  Norte,  Ouro  Preto  a  Pe^anha  ao  Araxfi,  Petrolina  ao 

Piauhy,  Cruzeiro  a  Santa  Cruz,  Rio  Grande  a  Bag6,  Cachoeiro  de  Itaperim,  de 

Santos  a  Jundiahy,  Sorocobana  e  Ituana,  Taijbat6  ao  Amparo,  do  Tijuca,  Vic- 
toria a  Pc^an  ha. 

Estrada  de  Alcabaga  a  Praia  Ranha  {F^rocarril  de  Alcabaga  d  Praia 
Ranka). — Tiene  una  extensi6n  total  de  184  kil6nietros  (113  millas)  y  cuenta 
con  la  garantia  de  6  por  ciento  sobre  un  m&ximum  de  30,000  milreis  ($4,200) 
por  kil6metro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Caxias  ao  Araguaya  (Ferrocarril  de  Caxias  a  Araguaya), — 
Ticnc  una  extensi6n  de  183  kil6metros  (114  millas)  y  567  kil6metros  (352 
millas)  en  proyecto;  total,  750  kil6metros  (466  millas).  Goza  de  la  misma 
garantia  que  la  anterior  Ifnea. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Caxias  Sao  Jure  de  Cayazeiras  {Ferrocarril  de  Caxias 
iSaoJure  de  Cayazeiras), — Tiene  78  kil6metros  (48  millas)  abiertos  al  triifico, 
con  la  misma  garantia  que  los  anteriores. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Petrolina  ao  Piauhy  {Ferrocarril de  Petrolina  a  Piauhy), — 
Encnsi6n,  102  kil6metros  (63  millas);  extensi6n  en  proyecto,  898  kil6metros 
1)^8  millas).     Garantia  como  la  de  los  anteriores. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Natal  a  Nova  Cruz,  {Ferrocarril  de  Natal  a  Nova 
Cnt:.)— Parte  abierta  al  trifico,  121  kil6metros  (75  millas);  garantia,  7  por 
cicnio  sobre  un  capital  de  5,496,053  milreis  ($769,447). 

Eitrada  de  Ferro  Conde  d'Eu  (Ferrocarril  de  Conde  d'Eu), — Extensi6n 
abierta  al  trafico,  141  kil6metros  (88  millas)  ;  goza  de  una  garantia  de  74  por 
ciento  sobre  un  capital  de  6,000,000  de  milreis  en  oro  ($3,270,000)  y  6  por 
cicniosobrc  ^69,273  ($337,083.) 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Nazareth  ao  Crato  {Ferro  carril  de  Nazareth  a  Crato), — - 
wtensi6n  con  estudio  aprobado,  1 20  kil6metros  (74  millas) ;  extensi6n  estudiada 
(ramal  Bom  Jardin),  69  kil6metros  (42  millas) ;  extensi6n  por  estudiar  (aproxi- 
"iiidamcntc)  461  kil6metros  (287  millas).  Total,  650  kil6metros  (404  millas). 
Garantia:  6  por  ciento  sobre  un  capital  de  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Recife  ao  Limoeiro  {Ferrocarril  de  Recife  d  Limoeiro). — 
"tensi6n  abierta  al  trifico,  83  kil6metros  (52  millas);  de  Carpina  i  Nazareth, 
'3U6inctros  (9.4  millas);  de  Nazareth  i  Timbanba,  45  kil6metros  (28  millas); 
^H  m  kil6metros  (89.4  millas). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Recife  ao  Sao  Francisco  {Ferrocarril  de  Recife  d  Sao 
^^^ncisco), — Extensi6n  abierta  al  trifico,  125  kil6metros  (78  millas);  cuenta 
^01  la  garantia  de  7  por  ciento  sobre  un  capital  de  7,1 1 1,1 1 1  milreis  ($995,555) 
n  por  ciento  sobre  4,316,978  milreis  ($604,377). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Ribeirdo  ao  Bointo  {Ferrocarril  de  Ribeirdo  d  Bointo), — 
'^'tcnsi6n  abierta  al  trifico,  26  kil6metros  (16  millas);  en  construcci6n,  con 
studio  aprobado,  35  kil6metros  (22  millas);  total,  61  kil6metros  (38  millas); 
garantia,  6  por  ciento  sobre  un  capital  de  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Tamandare  a  Barra  {Ferrocarril  de  Tamandare  d 
-Dtfrrd[)._Extensi6n  con  estudio  aprobado:  136  kil6metros  (85  millas),  de 
Tan)andar6  i  Barra  de  Jangado;  de  Barra  Velha  i  Palmares,  33  kil6metros 
(20jf millas).      Por  estudiar:    112  kil6metros  (70  millas). 
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Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  de  A lagoas  {Ferrocarril  Central  de  Alagoas). 
Extensi6n  abierta  al   tr^fico:    88  kil6metros  (55  millas),  Ifnea  principally 
ramal  de  Assembl6a,  6z  kil6metros  (39  millas) ;  goza  de  una  garantia  de  7  p 
ciento  sobre  un  capital  de  4,553,000  niilreis  en  oro   ($2,385,938),  y  6  p< 
ciento  sobre  1,860,000  milreis  en  papel  ($260,400). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  Alagoana  (Linea  Ferrea  Central  Alagoana),- 
£xtensi6n  abierta  al  tr&fico,  con  estudio  aprobado,  194  kil6metros  (121  millas) 
per  estudiar,  401  kil6inetros  (249  millas);  total,  595  kil6metros  (310  millas) 
garantia,  6  por  ciento  sobre  un  capital  de  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  per  ki]6- 
metro. 

►  Estrada  de  Ferro  Aracdju  a  Simdo  Dias  (Ferrocarril  de  Aracdju  a  Simdt 
Dias). — Parte  en  construcci6n,  86  kil6metros  (53  millas);  estudiado  6  en 
estudio,  108  kil6metros  (67.1  millas);  total,  194  kil6metros  (120  millas); 
garantia,  6  por  ciento  sobre  un  capital  de  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kilomeiro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Bahia  a  Alagoinkas  (Ferrocarril  de  Bakia  a  Alagoinkas).— 
£xtensi6n  abierta  al  tr&Hco,  123  kil6metros  (76  millas);  garantia,  6  por  ciento 
sobre  un  capital  de  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro.  Ramal  Timbo. 
Trayecto  abierto  al  trifico,  83  kil6metros  (52  millas);  goza  de  una  garantia d( 
6  por  ciento  sobre  un  capital  de  2,650,000  milreis,  oro  ($1,446,900.) 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  da  Bahia  (Ferrocarril  Central  de  Bahia). — Traycctc 
abierto  al  tr&Hco,  312  kil6metros  (194  millas);  trayecto  estudiado,  300  kil6ine 
tros  (186  millas);  total,  613  kil6metro8  (380  millas);  garantia,  7  por  ciento sobn 
un  capital  de  13,000  milreis  en  oro  ($7,098)  por  kil6metro  (0.6214  millas),  en  1: 
linea  abierta  al  tr^fico ;  y  6  por  ciento  en  papel,  en  la  linea  estudiada,  sobr 
30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 

Linea  de  tranvias  de  Nazareth. — Abierta  al  trifico,  concesi6n  del  Estadc 
34  kil6metros  (21  millas);  concesi6n  federal,  65  kil6metros  (40  millas);  tota 
99  kil6metros  (61  millas). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Victoria  a  Peganha  (Ferrocarril  de  Victoria  a  Peganha)." 
En  construcci6n,  84  kil6metros  (52  millas);  con  estudio  aprobado,  423  kil6ia< 
tros  (263  millas);  total,  507  kil6metros  (315  millas);  garantia,  6  por  cient 
sobre  un  capital  de  30,000  milreis  ($4;  200)  por  kil6metro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Sao  Eduardo  ao  Cachoeira  do  Itapemirim  (Ferrocarril  ^ 
Sao  Eduardo  a  Cachoeira  de  Itapemirim). — Abierto  el  tr&Hco,  39  kil6nictr< 
(24  millas);  en  construcci6n,  51  kil6mctros  (32  millas);  total,  90  kil6metM 
(56  millas). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Car  angola  (Ferrocarril  de  Carangola). — Abierto 
tr&fico,  224  kil6metros  (139  millas);  garantia,  7  por  ciento  sobre  un  capital  c 
6,000,000  de  milreis,  de  los  cuales  3,700,000  son  en  oro  ($2,342,000). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Bar  do  de  Araruama  (Ferrocarril  de  Barao  de  Ararud 
ma). — Extensi6n,  46  kil6metros  (29  millas) ;  en  construcci6n,  6  kil6mctros  (3- 
millas) ;  total,  52  kil6metros  (32  millas).  Tiene  una  garantia  de  30,000  milrc 
($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  de  Macahe  (Ferrocarril  Central  de  Macahe).- 
Abierto  el  trifico,  43  kil6mctros  (27  millas);  en  construcci6n,  15  kil6mctr( 
(9  millas);  total,  57  kil6metros  (36  millas);  garantia,  6  por  ciento  sobre  u 
capital  de  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 
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Estrada  dt  Ferro  do  Norte  {Ferrocarril  del  Norte), — Abierto  al  trifico,  45 
kiI6mctros  (28  millas)  ;  por  estudiar,  75  kil6mctros  (47  millas) ;  total,  120  kild- 
metros  (75  millas).      No  tienc  garantia. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Sao  Francisco  Xavier  ao  Commercio  (Ferrocarril  de  Sdo 
Francnco  Xamer  a  Commercio.) — Abierto  al  trifico,  16  kil6metros  (10  millas); 
ramal  dc  Sapapemha,  3  kil6metros  (1.9  millas);  en  construcci6n,  49  kil6metros 
(30  millas);  total,  68  kil6metros  (41.9  millas);  sin  garantia.  La  entrcvJa  es 
de  1  metro  (39  pulgadas). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Leopoldina  [Ferrocarril  de  Leopoldina), — Abierto  al 
triiico,  381  kilometros  (248  millas);  sin  garantia. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Pe^anha  ao  Aroxd  (Ferrocarril  de  Peganha  a  Aroxd). — 
Trayecto  con  estudio  aprobado,  887  kil6metros  (551  millas);  garantia,  6  por 
acnto  sobre  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Barra  Mausa  a  Cataldo  (Ferrocarril  de  Barra  Mausa  a 
Catalao). — Extensi6n,  122  kil6metros  (76  millas);  en  construcci6n,  528  kil6- 
niciTos  (328  millas);  en  estudio,  791  kil6metros  (492  millas);  garantia,  6  por 
cicnto  sobre  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Minas  e  Rio  (Ferrocarril  de  Minas  y  Rio). — Abierto  al 
tralico,  170  kil6metros  (106  millas);  garantia,  7  por  ciento  sobre  un  capital  de 
15,495,253  milreis  ($2,169,335). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Muzambinho  (Ferrocarril  Muzambinho). — Abierto  al  trS- 
tico:  57  kil6metros  (^1%  millas);  sin  garantia.  El  ramal  Campanha  de  esta 
5inca  tiene  86  kil6metros  (53J^  millas)  abiertos  al  trifico,  con  una  garantia  de  4 
por  ciento  sobre  un  capital  dc  2,509,500  milreis  ($351,330). 

hirada  de  Ferro  Santos  a  Jundiahy  (Ferrocarril  de  Santos  a  Jundiahy). — 
Abierto  al  trifico:    139  kil6metros  (86  millas);  renunci6  su  garantia  en  1889. 

Lacucnta  detallada  de  ingresos  y  gastos  en  los  seis  primeros  meses  de  1896, 
o  como  siguc :  • 

Ingresos. 


Por— 


Paajf  ros 

E<luipaie  y  expreso 

Animales  en  tren  de  pasajeros 
Animales  en  tren  de  carga  . . . 

Mercancias 

Teligrafo *.*'..*.*.*.".!".*.!., 

Almacenaje  y  multas    

♦  arios 

I^feocia  en  el  cainbio  . . . . . . 

Total 

Ml.  Nor9_7 


Importe. 


• 

Milreis. 

1 

Pesos. 

I,  220,  452 

170.  863 

283,  165 

39.  642 

19.  243 

2,694 

6,284 

879 

5,  920,  016 

828.  802 

37.  284 

5,317 

27,  802 

3.893 

140,  968 

19. 736 

174.  569 

24,440 

7.  830,  477 


1,096,  267 
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Gastos. 


Por— 


Superintendencia 

Contribucianes 

Contaduria 

Tr^fico 

Acarreo 

Material  rodante 

Tel6grafo 

Reparaci6n  de  la  linea  . . 
Oficina  central  de  cuentas 
Varios 

Total 


Importe. 


Milrgts. 

Ptsos.' 

48,  322 

(>,7€ 

31,  031 

4.34 

32, 852 

4*59' 

1,402,760 

196. 3^ 

I,  490,  072 

208,611 

401,  lOI 

56, 154 

87.  748 

12.  285 

695.  249 

97. 335 

21,  162 

2.962 

115,996 

16,240 

4»  326,  313 

605.684 

Ingresos  y  gastos  en  los  (iltimos  seis  meses  de  1896. 

Ingresos. 


Por— 


Pasajeros 

Equipaje  y  expreso 

Animalcs  en  Irenes  de  pasajeros 
Animales  en  Irenes  de  carga  . . . 

Mcrcancias 

Tel6grafo 

Almacenaje  y  multas 

Varios 

Total 


Importe. 


Milreis. 
I.  363*  292 
320,  519 

17.991 

4.978 

10,  402,  344 

39.  913 
34.072 
79.  426 


190,861 

44.873 

3.519 

697 

1,456.469 

5.587 

4.77c 

II.  11^ 


12,262,535      1,716.89^ 


Gartos. 


Por — 


Superintendencia 

Gastos  de  oficina 

Contrtbuciones 

Trdfico 

Acarreo. . .    

Material  rodante 

Telegrafo 

Reparaciones  de  la  linea  . 
Oficina  Central  de  cuentas 

Varios 

Diferencia  de  cambio 

Total 


Estrada  de  Ferro  Mogyana  [Ferrocarril  de  Mogyana), — Esta  cs  la  otr 
gran  via  cafetalera  del  Estado  de  Sao  Paulo.  Abierto  al  trifico  :  194  kil6inetro 
(121  millas).      Ramal  de  Caldas:   yy  kiI6nietros  (48  millas).      Garantia:  6  po 


Importe. 


Melries. 

Ftsos. 

50,  188 

7.0^ 

40.  235 

5. 63 

33.  815 

4^73 

I.  735.  928 

243.13 

1,702,067 

238,  2d 

424.  105 

59.37 

93.903 

n.!-* 

1,129,493 

158.  »^ 

22,  173 

^.lO 

69,  566 

.     V^ 

345.  927 

A^^TP 

5,  647,  700 

790.6a 
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cicDto  sobrc  un  capital  dc  4,300,000  milrcis  ore  ($2,347,800),  y   1,853,885 
milreiscn  papcl  ($259,540).     Tienc  u  locomotoras. 
Los  iiigresos  y  gastos  ea  1 896,  fueron : 

Jngresos. 


Pot— 


Pasajcros 

Equipaje  j-  expreso 

Animales  en  trenes  de  pasajeros 

Telegrafo 

Mercancias 

Animales  en  trenes  de  carga . . . 

Aioacenaje 

Impuesios 

Varios 

Total 


Importe. 


Miiret's. 

/^sos. 

616, 274 

86,  279 

114*  ¥>7 

16,095 

19'  435 

2,721 

19,401 

2,716 

I,  286,  573 

i8cf,  121 

7,960 

1. 114 

6.258 

876 

14.  258 

1,196 

13.  229 

1.852 

2.  098,  355 


293.  770 


Gastos. 


Por- 


O&cina  Central 

Trifico , . , . 

Acarreo 

Telegrafo , 

Camino  permanente 
Varios 

Total 


Importe. 


Milreis. 

43.  746 
226,  262 
810,628 

44. 2?5 

586,  294 

12,  161 


I,  723.  316 


6,124 

31.677 

II  J.  487 

6,  192 
82,081 

1.703 


241,  264 


Estrada  de  Ferro  Sarocahana  {Ferrocarril  de  Sarocakana), — Abierio  al 
^^fico,  linca  principal,  113  kil6metros  (70  millas);  ramal  Itarar6,  43  kil6metros 
(27niillas);  garantia,  6  per  ciento  sobre  un  capital  de  30,000  milreis  ($4,200) 
POf  bl6mctro  (0.6214  millas)  en  la  linea  de  Botucatii  i  Tibagy  y  en  el  ramal  dc 
"irar6;  la  prolongaci6n  a  Santos  no  goza  de  garantia. 

htrada  de  Ferro  U her  aha  do  Coxim  (Ferrocarril  de  U her  aha  a  Coxini). — 
^on  estudio  aprobado,  103  kil6metros  (64  millas);  per  estudiar,  897  kil6- 
i^ctros  (5^6  millas);  total,  1,000  kil6metros  (620  millas);  garantia,  6  por 
^•cnio  sobrc  30,000  milrcis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 

htrada  de  Cataldo  a  Palmas  (Ferrocarril  de  Cataldo  a  Palmas). — Exten- 
^»n  aproximada,  800  kil6metros  (497  millas);  con  estudio  aprobado,  100  kil6- 
"^^iros  (62  millas) ;  por  estudiar,  700  kil6metros  (445  millas) ;  garantia,  6  por 
^fnto  sobrc  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 

htrada  de  Ferro  do  Parana  (Ferrocarril  de  Parana). — Abierto  al  trfifico, 
"c  Paranagu£  i  Curitiba),  1 1 1  kil6metros  (69  millas) ;  prolongaci6n  y  ramales, 
306  kil6metros  (189  millas);  total,  417  kil6metros  (258  millas).  Es  una 
^presa  pr6spera;  ha  venido  tenicndo  crecidas  utilidades  desde  1891. 
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Estrada  dt  Ferro  Santa  Maria  a  Cruz  Alta  {Ferrocarril  de  Santa  Mam 
Cruz  Alta). — Abicrto  al  tr^fico,  161  kil6metros  (100  millas);  garantia,  5  j 
ciento  sobre  un  capital  dc  4,828,035  milreis  {$675,925);  ingresos,  383,3 
milreis  ($53,673);  gastos,  366,274  milreis  ($51,278);  utilidad,  17,104  mill 

($2,395)- 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Santa  Maria  ao  Uruguay  {Ferrocarril  de  Santa  Ma\ 

a  Uruguay), — Parte  en  construcci6n  (de  Cruz  Alta  i  Uruguay),  381  kil6n 

tros  (237  millas);    ramal  de  Ijuhy,   293   kil6metros   (182  millas);    garantia, 

por  ciento  sobre  30,000  milresis  ($4,200)  por  kil6mctro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Ouarahim  a  Itaqui  [Ferrocarril  de  Ouarahim  a  Itaqm). 
Abierto  al  tr^fico,  176  kil6metros  (110  millas);  garantia,  6  por  ciento  sol 
un  capital  de  6,000,000  de  milreis  ($840,000). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Rio  Grande  a  Bage  (Ferrocarril  de  Rio  Grande  a  Bagc). 
Abierto  al  trifico,  283  kil6metros  (176  millas);  garantia,  7  por  ciento  sol 
un  capital  de  13,521,453  milreis  ($1,893,003). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Sao  Paulo  a  Rio  Grande  {Ferrocarril  de  8do  Paulo  a  I 
Grande). — Con  estudio  aprobado,  1,092  kil6metros  (678^!^  millas);  por  csi 
diar,  775  kil6metros  (882  millas);  total,  1867  kil6metros  (i,i6oj^  milla 
Garantia,  6  por  ciento  sobre  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  por  kil6metro. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Minas  de  Sao  Jeronymo  {Ferrocarril  de  las  Minas  dt  ^ 
Jferonymo). — En  construcci6n,  40  kil6metros  (25  millas) ;  con  estudio  api 
bado,  149  kil6metros  (92^^  millas);  parte  estudiada,  375  kil6metros  (233  i 
lias);   total,  564  kil6metros  (350JS^  millas). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Pelotas  ao  Colonias  Sao  Lourengo  {Ferrocarril  de  Pck 
a  las  Colonias  de  Sao  Lourengo). — 5xtensi6n  con  estudio  aprobado,  1541^1 
metres  (96  millas) ;  garantia,  6  por  ciento  sobre  30,000  milreis  ($4,200)  j 
kil6metro. 

INDUSTRIA  DE  LA  ALFARERIA. 

Hace  muchos  afios  que  se  sabe  que  la  tierra  arcillosa  del  Esta 
de  Sao  Paulo  da  un  barro  excelente  para  el  desarroUo  de  la  ind 
tria  de  la  alfareria  en  gran  escala. 

Se  ban  hecho  mucbos  esfuerzos  en  este  sentido,  pero  por  rcj 
general  solo  se  ba  obtenido  un  exito  muy  mediano.  El  fraca 
6  fracaso  parcial,  en  estas  empresas  se  atribuye  a  la  falta  de  adr 
nistradores  y  trabajadores  expertos.  La  fabricacion  de  ladrill 
para  pavimento,  construccion  de  casas,  etc.,  ha  obtenido  mejo 
resultados,  y  boy  pueden  verse  cerca  de  los  suburbios  de  - 
Paulo  y  en  otros  puntos  del  pais,  numerosos  hornos  de  ladril 
operando  en  pequena  escala.  Estos  bornos  se  dedican  a 
fabricacion  de  ladrillos,  tejas  y  losas  vidriadas  para  pavimen 
No  se  ba  becbo  todavia  ningun  ensayo  en  alfareria  fina.  Cre 
sin  embargo,  que  con  la  aplicacion  de  los  debidos  aparatos  ] 
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empleo  de  trabajadores  inteligentes  esta  industria  podra  desenvol- 
versc  con  gran  provecho. 
El  "  Moniteur  Official  du  Commerce  "  de  Paris,  dice : 

El  Gobierno,  aunque  deseoso  de  protejer  la  industria  nacional,  se  ha  visto 
en  !a  nccesidad — por  raz6n  del  atraso  en  que  la  industria  de  la  alfareria  sc 
cncucntra — de  importar  tubos  de  plomo  para  su  uso  en  las  cloacas  y  acueductos, 
pormas  que  los  tubos  de  barro  serian  por  lo  menos  50  por  cicnto  mis  baratos, 
y  desde  el  punto  de  vista  higienico,  prcferibles. 

La  fabricacion  de  canos  de  piedra  vidriados,  tejas  y  ladrillos  es 
importante,  por  mas  que  no  haya  alcanzado  un  completo  desarroUo. 
Segiin  informe  oficial  se  fabrican  anualmente  150  toneladas  de 
canos  de  piedra  vidriados,  y  muchas  variedades  de  manutacturas 
analogas.  Hay  ademas  una  demanda  anual  de  unos  2,000,000,000 
de  ladrillos  para  pavimento  y  200,000  tejas,  que  representan  un 
total  de  7,000  millones  de  toneladas. 


DATOS    ESTADISTICOS    DE    LA    AMERICA 

CENTRAL. 

End  BoLETiN  de  febrero,  pagina  1310,  se  leen  las  siguientes 
palabras:  "De  todos  los  Estados  centroamericanos,  Nicaragua  es 
ft  linico  cuyos  datos  estadisticos  son  exactos  y  autenticos."  Esta 
^^  tal  cual  tue  publicada,  aparece  como  una  afirmacion  de  la 
Olicina,  aunque  en  realidad  es  tomada  de  un  periodico  y  se  la 
iiiserto  inadvertidamente  en  un  articulo  acerca  de  la  produccion 
de  oro  en  varias  repiiblicas  del  continente  americano.  Es  sensible 
que  se  haya  cometido  este  error,  pues  tiende  a  desacreditar  a  las 
oncinas  de  estadisticas  de  las  otras  repiiblicas  de  la  America  Cen- 
^Ique  siempre  han  mostrado  actividad  y  cuidado  en  obtener  los 
datos  indicados.  La  Oficina  de  las  Republicas  Americanas  com- 
P^fnde  muy  bien  que  se  debe  poner  especial  atencion  en  evitar 
^nticas  de  esta  naturaleza  y  aun  en  manifestar,  aunque  sea  apa- 
^entemente^  que  hay  preferencia  particular  por  algun  pais  de  los 
quefbrman  la  Union  Internacional. 
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COSTA  RICA. 

LA  REFORMA  DEL  SISTEMA  MONETARIO. 
[Extracto  dc  varios  documentos  oficiales.] 

En  la  memoria  presentada  al  Congreso  Constitucional  de  Cost: 
Rica,  por  el  Senor  Don  Ricardo  Montealegre,  Secretario  dc  Ha 
cienda  y  Comercio,  el  1 7  de  junio  de  1895,  en  un  extehso  estudio  A 
la  situacion  economica  del  pais,  se  exponen  las  causas  que  determi 
naron  las  dificultades  en  que  se  encontraba  el  erario  publico  ei 
1882,  senalando  entre  ellas  los  trastornos  y  peijuicios  consiguiente 
a  los  emprestitos  de  1871  y  1872,  y  el  haberse  privado  la  Republic: 
por  diez  anos  consecutivos  del  auxilio  de  gran  parte  de  las  renta 
publicas  que  se  invirtio  en  la  construccion  del  ferrocarril  al  Atlar 
tico;  se  explica  como,  en  tales  circunstancias,  el  Gobierno,  enc 
deseo  de  garantizar  la  amortizacion  de  los  billetes  nacionales  e 
circulacion  entonces,  y  que  causaban  el  retraimiento  de  la  moned 
de  oro,  que  habia  sido  siempre  en  Costa  Rica  el  medio  circulant 
ordinario,  celebro  con  el  Banco  de  la  Union,  el  21  de  octubred 
1884,  un  contrato  por  el  cual  se  establecio  la  circulacion  fiducis 
ria  unica,  6  la  emision  exclusiva  de  billetes  del  banco;  y  s 
demuestra  el  efecto  de  esa  negociacion,  que  aumentando  ^ 
credito  sin  afianzarlo,  determino  la  emigracion  definitiva  del  on 

En  virtud  de  ese  contrato,  la  emision  de  billetes  del  banc 
llego  en  1891  a  $3,257,400,  y  naturalmente,  en  la  misma  propo^ 
cion  en  que  csta  aumentaba,  se  alzaba  el  tipo  de  cambio  intern- 
cional ;  y  como  habia  ocurrido  con  la  moneda  de  oro,  de  la  cm* 
la  cantidad  en  circulacion  en  1880  ascendia  a  $2,500,000,  y  toC 
ella  habia  desaparecido,  la  de  plata  inicio  su  movimiento  c 
sal  i  da. 

Vino  despucs  la  fuerte  baja  de  la  plata  en  los  mercados  extrai 
jeros  y  con  ella  la  normalidad  del  tipo  de  cambio  desapareci^ 
En  Costa  Rica,  que  en  anos  anteriores  a  1882,  ese  tipo  no  lleg 
a  exceder  del  i()  por  ciento,  limite  de  la  diferencia  entre  el  vale 
de  la  moneda  nacional  de  oro  y  la  extranjera,  y  que  con  frecuenci 
llego  al  minimum  de  5  por  ciento,  fue  elevandose  en  una  propo 
cion  alarmante.  En  1891  subio  en  el  corto  termino  de  dos  mes( 
y  medio,  del  64  al  115  por  ciento;  en  los  quince  dias  siguientt 
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dcscendio  al  84  por  ciento  para  ascender  de  nuevo  en  igual  tiempo 
al  100  por  ciento,  y  volver  a  determinarse,  tres  meses  despues,  del 
892!  116  por  ciento.  En  enero  de  1893  estuvo  al  96  por  ciento; 
en  Julio  del  mismo  ano,  al  1 10  por  ciento,  y  treinta  dias  despues, 
al  1  j6  por  ciento. 

En  vista  de  estas  fluctuaciones  violentas,  que  han  sido  causa  de 
perdidas  para  el  comercio  y  de  instabilidad  en  todos  los  negocios 
del  pais,  el  Gobiemo,  preocupado  fuertemente  de  todo  aquello 
que  de  un  modo  u  otro  impide  6  detiene  el  mayor  desarroUo  de 
b  produccion  del  pais,  despues  de  examinar  atentamente  las 
causas  que  en  ello  influyen,  ha  fijado  muy  especialmente  la  aten- 
cionen  la  naturaleza  del  medio  circulante,  una  vez  que  la  moneda 
como  representante  del  capital  complementa  con  la  propiedad  y 
ci  trabajo  los  elementos  generadores  y  permanentes  de  la  riqueza. 

Desde  1894,  primer  ano  de  la  presente  administracion,  el 
Presidente  de  la  Republica,  Don  Rafael  Yglesias,  en  su  pro- 
grama  de  Gobierno,  expuesto  al  tomar  posesion  de  su  elevado 
cargo,  hizo  declaracion  terminante  de  sus  ideas  a  este  respecto, 
manifestando  entonces  su  proposito  de  proceder  al  establecimiento 
de  una  moneda  metalica  de  condiciones  superiores  a  la  existente. 
Al  etecto,  esta  reforma  siendo  parte  de  un  plan  general  encami- 
nado  a  la  mejora  de  la  economia  nacional  y  de  la  administracion 
piiblica,  ha  venido  preparandose  desde  aquel  ano.  Con  este  fin, 
entre  otras  disposiciones  de  trascendencia  referentes  al  nuevo 
arreglo  de  la  deuda  exterior,*  terminado  satisfactoriamente ;  a  la 
cnajenacion  de  terrenos  baldios;  a  la  abolicion  de  los  monopolios 
del  aguardiente  y  del  tabaco,  etc.,  se  procedio  conjuntamente  a  la 
reduccion  de  la  deuda  interior;  y  es  digno  de  notarse  que  esta 
operacion  se  Uevo  a  efecto  con  una  erogacion  de  $2,000,000, 
proximamente,  cantidad  empleada  por  el  Gobierno  del  producto 
de  sus  rentas  sin  perjuicio  del  buen  servicio  administrativo,  y 
"^anteniendo  el  estado  floreciente  de  la  instruccion  publica;  sin 
liniitar  la  construccion  de  caminos  y  de  otras  obras  importantes, 
y  sin  usar  en  manera  alguna  del  crcdito  publico,  ni  ocurrir  al 
establecimiento  de  nuevos  impuestos  6  a  la  alza  de  los  existentes. 
Como  una  ilustracion  del  estado  actual  de  las  finanzas  nacionales, 
no  estara  fuera   de    lugar  hacer   constar  aqui,  ademas,  que    no 

*  Publicado  en  el  boletin  de  la  oficina,  Mayo  1S97. 
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El  banco  que  quiera  establecerse  como  emisor  ha  de  constitiair 
su  capital  en  oro  nacional  acunado  y  efectivo; 

El  cambio  de  billetes  se  hara  por  oro  nacional; 

La  emision  de  billetes  no  excedera  de  65  por  ciento  del  capital 
efectivo; 

Se  exigira  para  garantia  de  la  emision,  una  reserva  de  oro 
nacional  que  no  bajara  de  40  por  ciento  de  la  suma  de  billetes 
emitida; 

Un  interventor  oficial  antes  de  la  emision  vera  si  se  han  Uenado 
las  condiciones  de  la  ley  y  vigilara  para  que  el  banco  se  encuentr^ 
siempre  dentro  de  los  limites  de  su  derecho; 

Cada  mes  debera  publicarse  la  situacion  de  todo  banco  emisor^ 


HONDURAS. 

En  el  acto  de  la  apertura  del  Congreso  de  Honduras  en  sesion 
regular,  el    Presidente    Don  Policarpo    Bonilla,  dio   lectura  al 
mensaje  acostumbrado  en    tales   ocasiones.     Hizo   referencia  al 
hecho  de  que  segun  los  terminos  del  tratado  de  union  celebrado 
en  Amapala  en  junio  de  1895,  las  relaciones  de  su  pais  con  las 
naciones  extranjeras  quedaban  a  cargo  de  la  Dieta  de  la  Repiiblica 
Mayor  de  la  America  Central.     Dijo  que  las  relaciones  entre  los 
tres  Estados  que  componen  la  Union  son  cordiales  y  satisfactorias, 
y  expreso  la  patriotica  esperanza  de  que  el  pacto  de  union  entre 
las  cinco  Repiiblicas  de  la  America  Central,  bajo  la  anterior  forma 
federal  de  Republica  de  la  America  Central,  tenga  lugar  en  el 
corriente  ano. 


MfiXICO. 

INSTRUCCIONES   RELATIVAS  AL   DESPACHO  DE  MERCANCIAS. 

Las  siguientes  instrucciones,  referentes  a  la  manera  de  marcar  y 
empacar  las  mercancias  que  se  exporten  para  Mexico,  son  toma- 
das  de  los  reglamentos  de  aduanas  de  aquella  Republica  y  su 
observancia  evitara  inconvenientes  y  dilaciones  en  los  puertos  de 
entrada. 

I.   Las  cajas  que  contengan   mercancias  deben  llevar  una  sola   marca   y  un 
numero.      Para  facilitar   la  identificaci6n   de  los  bultos  se  permite   marcar,  de 
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los  principales  mercados  del  grano.  Por  ejemplo,  la  respetable 
casa  de  los  Senores  Chalmers,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  de  Londres,  con 
oficinas  establecidas  en  Guatemala  y  Bogota,  ha  cotizado  en  los 
iiltimos  cuatro  meses,  el  cafe  "buen  mediano  a  fino"  a  los  precios 
siguientes,  por  quintal: 


Procedcncias. 

Nov,  30, 1897. 

Die.  14, 1897. 

Enero  11, 1898. 

Febrero  8, 1S08, 

Costa  Rica  .    . . 
Guatemala .... 
Colombia  v 
Venezuela  . . 

s.         s.    d. 
83  d  108  0 
79  d  100  0 

70  d  102  6 

s.         s.     d. 
82  d  105  0 
79  d  100  0 

70  d  102  6 

« 

5.          s.    d. 
84  d  106  0 
79  d  100  0 

73  d  102  6 

s.          s.     d. 
88  d  114  6 
81  d  102  0 

73  d  102  6 

El  precio  de  las  clases  inferiores  de  Costa  Rica  no  ha  bajadode 

50  ch.  a  76  ch.  6  p.  mientras  que  el  costo  de  produccion  durante  el 

ultimo  ano  ha  sido  proximamente  de  $io,  en  plata,  disponiendose 

tambien  de  facilidades  especiales  de  comunicacion  terrestre  y  mari- 

tima,  y  de  la  correspondiente  baratura  de  fletes. 

En  proporcion  al  desarrollo  natural  del  pais  ha  ido  tomando 
cnsanche  el  cultivo  del  cafe  y  hay  gran  numero  de  nuevos  plantios 
en  via  de  produccion.  La  exportacion  de  bananas  y  otras  frutas, 
se  aumenta  considerablemente  y  la  de  maderas  obtuvo,  el  ano 
pasado,  un  exceso  importante  sobre  los  anteriores.  La  industria 
niinera,  ademas,  toma  incremento  en  la  actualidad. 

En  la  memoria  siguiente  presentada  al  Congreso  el  15  dejunio 
dc  1896,  el  mismo  alto  funcionario  desarrolla  el  plan  adoptado 
por  el  Gobierno  para  la  revision  del  sistema  monetario,  y  sustenta 
los  principios  en  que  se  informa,  partiendo  de  las  consideraciones 
^'guientes:  La  naturaleza  del  medio  circulante  influye  de  manera 
decisiva  en  el  movimiento  economico  en  general.  La  moneda, 
^<5mo  medio  representativo  de  valores,  se  impone  en  todas  las 
^""ansacciones  y  constituye  al  propio  tiempo  la  mas  firme  garantia 
^^1  capital  y  del  trabajo.  Esta  importantisima  funcion  que  desem- 
Pefia,  requiere  en  el  la  un  valor  fijo  que  la  ponga  a  cubierto  de 
P^ible  demerito  y  le  permita  intervenir  de  modo  permanente  en 
^  operaciones  internacionales,  necesarias  al  bienestar  y  progreso 
^^1  pais.  No  es,  pues,  posible  suponer  firmeza  en  el  capital  indi- 
^'dual  ni  estabilidad  en  la  riqueza  publica  cuando  este  importan- 
^^imo  agente  que  los  rige  y  determina  pierde  alguna  de  las 
^ndiciones  que  le  son  propias  en  el  bien  entendido  concepto  de 
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Segun  los  informes  recibidos,  la  exposicion  ha  obtenido  muy 
buenos  resultados,  especialmente  en  cuanto  a  maquinaria  para 
minas.  Los  administradores  desean  que  los  fabricantes  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  envien  muestras  de  la  maquinaria  mas  perfecta 
que  hagan,  asi  como  de  instrumentos  para  agricultura  y  minerix 
Es  indudable  que  existe  un  vasto  campo  para  la  venta  de  tales 
articulos,  y  lo  unico  que  se  necesita  es  darlos  a  conocer  en  aquel 
pais.  Toda  comunicacion,  ya  sea  solicitando  espacio,  6  sobre  las 
regulaciones  referentes  a  los  precios  de  entrada  6  acerca  de  otro 
asunto,  debe  dirigirse  al  Seiior  J.  Pezel  y  Tyrado,  Presidentede 
la  Comision. 


URUGUAY. 

INSTRUCCION  PtJBLICA. 

En  un  informe  dirigido  al  Departamento  de  Estado,  el  consul 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  Swalm,  dice  que  el  numero  total  de 
escuelas  en  el  Uruguay  es  de  533  y  que  el  curso  en  cada  una  de 
ellas  es  de  nueve  meses  por  termino  medio.  Del  citado  numero, 
181  escuelas  se  encuentran  en  las  ciudades  y  pueblos,  y  352  en 
los  distritos  rurales.  El  aumento  de  escuelas  en  los  ultimos  afios 
se  ha  limitado  principalmente  a  dichos  distritos  rurales.  Ademas 
de  las  mencionadas,  hay  en  la  Republica  379  instituciones  privadas 
de  ensenanza.  Asiste  a  dichas  escuelas  el  9  por  ciento  de  la 
poblacion,  y  Mr.  Swalm  manifiesta  que,  aiinque  la  proporcion 
parece  pequqna,  es  mayor  que  la  que  se  observa  en  otros  paises 
sudamericanos.  El  numero  de  personas  empleadas  en  la  ensenanza 
era,  en  1896,  de  1,990,  de  las  cuales  601  eran  hombres  y  1,381, 
mujeres.  De  este  numero,  solamente  606  eran  naturahs  del  pais. 
Habia  en  las  escuelas  publicas  51,312  alumnos  y  en  las  privadas, 
22,689.  Los  gastos  en  las  escuelas  publicas  eran  de  $12.38  por 
cabeza,  en  moneda  del  Uruguay,  de  la  cual  un  peso  equivale  a 
$i.03J^,  en  moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Los  maestros  ganan 
por  termino  medio  $35.50,  y  a  los  hombres  se  les  paga  un  poco 
mas  que  a  las  mujeres.  Dice  el  consul  que  hay  dos  escuelas 
normales  que  dan  muy  buenos  resultados,  una  para  hombres  y  otra 
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para  mujeres.  Se  emplean  los  metodos  modemos  de  ensenanza. 
El  sistema  de  segunda  ensenanza  (high  school)  es  desconocido, 
pero  hay  una  universidad  bajo  la  direccion  del  Gobierno  donde 
se  ensefia  derecho,  medicina,  ingenieria  y  otros  ramos  superiores. 
El  curso  de  esta  universidad  es  muy  completo  y  el  numero  de 
alumnos  es  considerable. 


VENEZUELA. 

ARANCEL  DE  DERECHOS  DE  IMPORTACION  DE   1897-98. 

Numero  30. 

[Contiiiuaci6n  del  Boletin  de  febrero.] 

§  4. — Clase  IV. 

Setenta  y  cinco  centimos  de  bolivar, 

Aceite  de  almendras  6  de  linaza. 
Accite  de  pescado  y  el  de  semillas  de  algod6n. 
Aceite  de  palnia  y  aceite  secante  6  Hquido  para  pintores. 
Aceitunas,  alcaparras,  6  alcaparrones. 

Aceiceras,  angarillas  6  aguaderas  y  porta  vinagreras,  excepto  las  que  tengan 
algode  oro  6  plata  que  corresponden  i  la  8^  clase  y  las  de  plata  alemana  6  doradas 
6  plateadas  que  corresponden  4  la  6*. 

Accro,  hierro,  cobre,  lat6n  6  az6far,  estafio,  hojalata,  metal  campanil,  bronce, 
plomo,  peltre,  zinc  y  niquel,  man u fact ur ados  en  cualquiera  forma,  no  comprendi- 
flos  en  otras  clases,  est^n  6  no  pulidos,  charolados,  estanados  6  bronceados,  los 
hornos  para  fabricar  azijcar. 

Alambre  manufacturado  en  armaduras  para  pelucas,  en  jaulas  para  pSjaros,  en 
armadorcs  6  perchas  para  vescidos  y  para  sombreros,  d  otros  aparatos  semejantes 
y  tambicn  las  armaduras  de  paraguas  y  quitasoles. 

Almendras,  avellanas,  nueces,  mani,  castafias  y  cualquiera  otra  fruta  seca  con 
ciscara,  no  espccificada. 

Alambiques  y  todo  otro  aparato  semejante. 

Amargo  de  Siegert. 

Ajonjoli,  alpiste  y  mijo. 

Anis  en  grano,  alcarav6a,  canela,  canel6n,  ajos,  comino,  clavos,  or^gano, 
piniicnta  y  demis  especias  que  sirven  para  sazonar  6  condimentar  los  alimentos. 

Aranas,  bombas,  briseras,  candelabros,  candeleros,  fanales,  faroles,  girSndulas, 
lamparas,  lintcras,  palmatorias,  guardabrisas  y  quinqu^s,  con  excepci6n  de  los 
que  tengan  algo  de  oro  6  plata  que  corresponden  i  la  octava  clase,  y  los  de  plata 
aicmana  6  dorados  6  plateados  que  corresponden  i  la  6*  clase,  debiendo  afo- 
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rarse  en  la  clase  d  que  corresponden  los  articulos  expresados,  todo  lo  que  sea 
anexo  a  dichos  articulos  cuando  vengan  juntamente  con  ellos. 

Arboles  llamados  dc  Navidad. 

Azabache  en  bruto. 

Azucar  bianco  6  refinado. 

Balanzas,  romanas  y  pesos  de  cobre,  6  que  tengan  la  mayor  parte  de  estc  metal, 
inclusive  las  pesas  aunque  sean  de  hierro,  si  vienen  junto  con  las  balanzas  y  pesos. 

Baldes  y  tobos  de  madera. 

Bandas  de  billar  y  las  bandas  6  fajas  de  tela  gruesa  encerada  para  correas  dc 
volantes  en  los  motores  de  vapor. 

Bagacelas  con  todos  sus  accesorios  (juego). 

Bastisajes  6  sean  fieltros  para  sombreros  sin  fular,  pelo  para  sombreros,  cstuchcs 
de  papel,  cueritos,  forros,  felpa,  viseras  para  cachuchas  y  morriones,  y  todo  otro 
articulo  que  s61o  sc  use  en  la  fabricaci6n  de  sombreros,  como  la  tela  barnizada 
con  goma  laca  disuelta  en  alcohol,  que  se  emplea  en  la  fabricaci6n  dt  sombreros 
de  pclo  negro  y  el  espiritu  alcoh61ico  preparado  con  la  misma  goma. 

Betun  para  el  calzado  y  el  aceite  bituminoso  para  ennegrecer  y  suavizar  arneses. 

Billares  con  todos  sus  accesorios  inclusas  las  bolas  y  el  pano  correspondiente 
k  cada  mesa  de  billar,  cuando  vengan  juntamente  con  los  billares. 

Bolo  arm^nico  y  borra  no  especificada. 

Cajas  de  madera,  aunque  vengan  dcsarmadas  6  sea  en  tablitas  para  hacerlas. 

Canastos,  canastillos,  cestas,  cochecitos  para  ninos  y  cualesquiera  otras  piezas 
de  mimbre  6  junco,  quedando  incluidos  en  esta  clasificacion  los  cochecitos  para 
nifios,  de  cualquiera  materia  que  sean,  el  cinamazo  de  algod6n  empapelado 
para  fabricaci6n  de  sobres  y  el  que  se  trae  con  bafio  de  sulfato  de  cobre. 

Cart6n  manufacturado  6  preparado  para  cajas  y  cajitas  6  en  cualquiera  otra 
forma,  excepto  en  juguetes  para  nifios,  en  mascaras  y  en  barajas  6  naipes.  Las 
tarjetas  en  bianco  de  todos  tamanos  corresponden  i  esta  4^  clase. 

Cebada  mondada  6  molida. 

Cebadilla. 

Cilpsulas  para  cubrir  las  tapas  de  botellas. 

Cepillos  ordinarios  6  bruzas  para  bestias  y  los  de  cuerno  6  ballena  para  lavar 
pisos. 

Cera  negra  6  amarilla  vegetal  sin  labrar. 

Cerda  6  crin. 

Circo  de  caballitos  6  carrouselles. 

Cola  ordinaria  y  colodi6n  para  fotografiar. 

Crudo  y  coleta  cruda  numero  2;  tela  ordinaria  del  mismo  nombre  que  las 
comprendidas  en  el  numero  1 19  de  la  3*  clase,  pero  que  ya  ha  sido  mis  6  menos 
blanqueada  y  tambi6n  la  cotonia. 

Cuchillos  de  punta  ordinarios,  con  vainas  6  sin  ellas;  los  de  mango  dc  madera 
fi  otra  materia  ordinaria  para  pescadores;  los  cuchillos  grandes  ordinarios  de 
monte  y  en  general  los  que  se  emplean  para  artes  y  oHcios. 

Charoles  6  barnices  de  todas  clases. 

Caucho  manufacturado  en  tubos  6  conductos,  y  en  14minas  6  bandas  para 
correajes  de  maquinarias. 
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Encerado  6  hule  para  cubrir  cl  piso,  para  enfardelar  y  para  tcchos. 
Espeios  de  todas  clases  armados  6  desarmados  y  las  lunas  azogadas. 
Esperma  de  ballena  y  paraHna. 

Espuma  de  mar,  subscancia  que  se  aplica  a  la  elaboraci6n  del  pan  y  otros  usos 
analogos. 

Estera,  esterilla  y  petates  para  pisos. 

Esterillas  y  felpudos  de  mecate  pintado  para  mesas. 

Figuras,  adornos  y  en  vases  para  dulces  de  cualquiera  clase  que  sean,  asi  como 
ios  cartuchos  de  papel  dorado  hechos  6  i  medio  hacer  que  se  traen  con  el 
mismo  objeco.  Cuando  Ios  envases  para  dulces  vengan  forrados  con  seda  6 
terciopelo  6  adornados  con  flores  u  otros  articulos  de  clases  superiores  i  6sta, 
se  aforaran  en  la  6^  clase,  como  articulos  de  fantasia,  si  no  vienen  llenos  con  Ios 
dulces  que  puedan  contener. 

Felpudos  6  limpiapi^s,  no  especificados. 

Frutas  pasadas. 

Frucas  en  aguardiente,  en  almibar  6  en  su  jugo. 

Fustes  6  armaduras  para  monturas. 

Flores  artificiales  de  porcelana. 

Gallecas  que  tengan  algo  de  dulce. 

Gasolina,  bencina  y  nafta. 

Gelatina  dc  todas  clases. 

Harina  de  papas,  de  maiz  y  de  centeno. 

Hilaza  6  hilo  para  zapateros  y  las  cuerdas  de  c&flamo  para  riendas  con  alma 
dc  csiopa. 

Hilo  grueso  de  c4namo,  de  pita,  de  lino  6  dc  aIgod6n,  que  no  sea  de  coser, 
bordar  6  tejer. 

Hilo  acarrcto,  guarales  6  cordeles  retorcidos,  propios  para  pescar  y  el  hilo  de 
canamo  que  se  emplea  en  Ios  trenes  de  pesqueria. 

Hojalata  y  lat6n  de  hierro  manufacturado  en  cualquiera  forma  no  especifi- 
cado  y  las  piczas  de  hierro  para  uso  dom^stico  cuando  vengan  con  tapas  de  hoja- 
lata 6  dc  lat6n. 

Incienso. 

Instrumcntos  para  artes  6  oHcios  con  cabos  6  sin  ellos,  como  alicates,  buriles, 
compascs,  barrenas,  cucharas  de  albafiil,  escoplos,  formones,  niveles,  gurbias, 
§*nopas,  azuelas,  guUames,  leznas,  limas,  martillos,  sierras,  serruchos,  tenazas 
ytcnacillas,  tornos  y  tornillos  de  banco,  replanes,  cepillos,  berbiquies  u  otros 
^niejantes,  y  las  cajas  dc  madera  con  algunos  de  estos  instrumcntos. 

Jabon  de  picdra,  llamado  de  sastre. 

Jarabe  de  todas  clases,  excepto  Ios  medicinales,  Ios  dulces  de  todas  clases,  el 
azucar  candc  y  la  f^cula  de  arroz  aromatizada  que  se  emplea  en  la  fabricaci6n 
<ie  dulces. 

Lacre  en  panes  6  barretas  6  zulaque. 

Lana  en  bruto  y  la  lona  y  la  loneta  cruda  de  lino  6  de  algod6n. 

Leche  condcnsada. 

Libros  impresos  empastados,  con  excepci6n  de  Ios  mencionados  en  la  8**  clase. 

Loza,  imitaci6n  dc  porcelana. 
BqIL  No.  9 8 


1548  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

rarse  en  la  clase  i  que  corresponden  los  articulos  expresados,  todo  lo  que  sea 
anexo  a  d'lchos  articulos  cuando  vengan  juntamente  con  ellos. 

Arboles  llamados  de  Navidad. 

Azabache  en  bruto. 

Azucar  bianco  6  refinado. 

Balanzas,  romanas  y  pesos  de  cobre,  6  que  tengan  la  mayor  parte  de  estc  metal, 
inclusive  las  pesas  aunque  scan  de  hierro,  si  vienen  junto  con  las  balanzasy  pesos. 

Baldes  y  tobos  de  madera. 

Bandas  de  billar  y  las  bandas  6  fajas  de  tela  gruesa  encerada  para  corrcas  dc 
volantes  en  los  motorcs  de  vapor. 

Bagatelas  con  todos  sus  accesorios  (juego). 

Bastisajes  6  sean  fieltros  para  sombreros  sin  fular,  pelo  para  sombreros,  cstuchcs 
de  papel,  cueritos,  forros,  felpa,  viseras  para  cachuchas  y  morriones,  y  todo  oiro 
articulo  que  s61o  se  use  en  la  fabricacion  de  sombreros,  como  la  tela  barnizada 
con  goma  laca  disuelta  en  alcohol,  que  se  emplea  en  la  fabricaci6n  dt  sombreros 
de  pclo  negro  y  el  espiritu  alcoh61ico  preparado  con  la  misma  goma. 

Betun  para  el  calzado  y  el  aceite  bituminoso  para  ennegrecer  y  suavizar  arnescs. 

Billares  con  todos  sus  accesorios  inclusas  las  bolas  y  el  pano  correspondicnte 
i  cada  mesa  de  billar,  cuando  vengan  juntamente  con  los  billares. 

Bolo  arm^nico  y  borra  no  especificada. 

Cajas  de  madera,  aunque  vengan  dcsarmadas  6  sea  en  tablitas  para  hacerlas. 

Canastos,  canastillos,  cestas,  cochecitos  para  ninos  y  cualesquiera  otras  piezas 
de  mimbre  6  junco,  quedando  incluidos  en  esta  clasiHcacion  los  cochecitos  para 
nifios,  de  cualquiera  materia  que  sean,  el  canamazo  de  algod6n  empapelado 
para  fabricacion  de  sobres  y  el  que  se  trae  con  bano  de  sulfato  de  cobre. 

Cart6n  manufacturado  6  preparado  para  cajas  y  cajitas  6  en  cualquiera  otra 
forma,  excepto  en  juguetes  para  nifios,  en  miscaras  y  en  barajas  6  naipes.  Las 
tarjetas  en  bianco  de  todos  tamafios  corresponden  &  esta  4*  clase. 

Cebada  mondada  6  molida. 

Cebadilla. 

Capsulas  para  cubrir  las  tapas  de  botellas. 

Cepillos  ordinarios  6  bruzas  para  bestias  y  los  de  cuerno  6  ballena  para  lavar 
pisos. 

Cera  negra  6  amarilla  vegetal  sin  labrar. 

Cerda  6  crin. 

Circo  de  caballitos  6  carrouselles. 

Cola  ordinaria  y  colodi6n  para  fotografiar. 

Crudo  y  coleta  cruda  numero  2 ;  tela  ordinaria  del  mismo  nombre  que  las 
comprendidas  en  el  numero  1 19  de  la  3*  clase,  pero  que  ya  ha  sido  mis  6  menos 
blanqueada  y  tambi6n  la  cotonia. 

Cuchillos  de  punta  ordinarios,  con  vainas  6  sin  ellas;  los  de  mango  de  madera 
fi  otra  materia  ordinaria  para  pescadores;  los  cuchillos  grandes  ordinarios  dc 
monte  y  en  general  los  que  se  emplean  para  artes  y  oiicios. 

Charoles  6  barnices  de  todas  clases. 

Caucho  manufacturado  en  tubos  6  conductos,  y  en  liminas  6  bandas  para 
correajes  de  maquinarias. 
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Encerado  6  hule  para  cubrir  el  piso,  para  enfardelar  y  para  techos. 

Espeios  de  codas  clases  armados  6  desarmados  y  las  lunas  azogadas. 

Esperma  de  ballena  y  paraHna. 

Espuma  de  mar,  substancia  que  se  aplica  a  la  elaboraci6n  del  pan  y  otros  usos 
analoeos. 

Estera,  csterilla  y  petates  para  pisos. 

Esterillas  y  felpudos  de  mecace  pintado  para  mesas. 

Figuras,  adornos  y  envases  para  dulces  de  cualquiera  clase  que  sean,  asi  como 
los  cartuchos  de  papel  dorado  hechos  6  i  medio  hacer  que  se  traen  con  el 
mbmo  objeto.  Cuando  los  envases  para  dulces  vengan  forrados  con  seda  6 
tcrciopelo  6  adornados  con  flores  u  otros  articulos  dc  clases  superiorcs  i  6sta, 
se  aforaran  en  la  6*^  clase,  como  articulos  de  fantasia,  si  no  vienen  llenos  con  los 
dulces  que  pucdan  contcncr. 

Felpudos  6  limpiapi^s,  no  cspccificados. 

Frutas  pasadas. 

Frutas  en  aguardiente,  en  almibar  6  en  su  jugo. 

Fustcs  6  armaduras  para  monturas. 

flores  artificiales  de  porcelana. 

Galletas  que  tengan  algo  de  dulce. 

Gasolina,  bcncina  y  nafta. 

Gelatina  de  todas  clases. 
Harina  dc  papas,  de  maiz  y  de  ccntcno. 

Hiiaza  6  Kilo  para  zapateros  y  las  cuerdas  de  c&flamo  para  riendas  con  alma 
dc  estopa. 

Hilo  grueso  dc  cifiamo,  de  pita,  de  lino  6  de  algod6n,  que  no  sea  de  coscr, 
bordar  6  tejer. 

Hilo  acarreto,  guarales  6  cordeles  retorcidos,  propios  para  pescar  y  el  hilo  de 
canamo  que  se  emplea  en  los  trenes  de  pesqueria. 

Hojalata  y  lat6n   de   hierro  manufacturado  en  cualquiera  forma  no  especiii- 
cado  y  las  piezas  de  hierro  para  uso  dom^stico  cuando  vengan  con  tapas  de  hoja- 
lata o  de  lat6n. 
Incienso. 

Instrumentos  para  artes  d  oficios  con  cabos  6  sin  ellos,  como  alicates,  buriles, 

compascs,   barrenas,  cucharas  de  albafiil,  escoplos,  formones,  niveles,  gurbias, 

garlopas,  azuelas,  guUames,  leznas,  limas,  martillos,  sierras,  serruchos,  tenazas 

V  tenacillaSy  tornos  y  tornillos  de  banco,  replanes,  cepillos,  bcrbiquies  u   otros 

semejantes,  y  las  cajas  de  madera  con  algunos  de  estos  instrumentos. 

Jab/>n  de  piedra,  llamado  de  sastre. 

Jarabe  de  todas  clases,  excepto  los  medicinales,  los  dulces  de  todas  clases,  el 
azucar  cande  y  la  f(Ecula  de  arroz  aromatizada  que  se  emplea  en  la  fabricaci6n 
dc  dulces. 

Lacrc  en  panes  6  barretas  6  zulaque. 

Lana  en  bruto  y  la  lona  y  la  loneta  cruda  de  lino  6  de  algod(5n. 
Lcche  condensada. 

Libros  impresos  cmpastados,  con  excepci6n  de  los  mencionados  en  la  8*  clase. 
Loza,  imitaci6n  de  porcelana. 
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Loza  de  porcelana  y  de  china  en  cualquier  forma  no  especificada. 

Lupulo  6  flor  de  cerveza. 

Madera  manufacturada  en  cualquiera  forma,  no  comprendida  en  otras  els 

Manigrafos. 

Manteca  de  puerco  mezclada  con  otras  grasas  y  la  oleomargarina. 

Mirmol,  jaspe,  alabastro,  granito  y  toda  otra  piedra  semejante,  labra* 
pulida  en  cualquiera  forma  no  mencionada  en  otras  clases. 

Maicena. 

Mechas  y  torcidos  para  14mparas  y  los  limpiadores  de  tubos. 

Mostaza  en  grano  6  molida. 

Muebles  de  madera  comun^  de  mimbre,  de  paja  6  junco  y  los  de  hierj 
madera. 

Organos  6  cualquiera  de  sus  aparatos  cuando  vengan  por  separado. 

Osteina. 

Palitos  para  hacer  f6sforos. 

Pasadores  de  madera  tejidos  con  hilo  de  lino. 

Pasta  6  mastic  para  lustrar  y  tambi^n  el  que  sirve  para  los  tacos  de  billar. 

Papel  pintado  para  tapiceria. 

Pasta  imitando  porcelana,  m&rmol^  granito  ii  otra  piedra  Ana  en  cualqu: 
forma  manufacturada,  excepto  en  juguetes  para  nifios. 

Picadura  de  tabaco  para  cigarrillos. 

Piedras  de  chispa,  piedras  de  toque  6  de  pulir  (i  otras  semejantes,  no  incluic 
en  otras  clases. 

Pieles  sin  curtir,  no  manufacturadas. 

Polyos  para  hornear. 

Preparaci6n  para  soldaduras. 

Puntas  de  suela  para  tacos  de  billar. 

Quesos  de  todas  clases. 

Sacos  vacios  de  cafiamazo,  de  coleta,  de  crudo  6  de  otra  tela  semcjantc. 

Salchichones,  chorizos,  jamones  en  latas,  pescado  en  latas,  conservas  alimt 
ticias,  hongos  secos  6  en  salsa,  harina  lacteada,  y  todo  otro  alimento  p 
parado  6  sin  preparar,  no  incluido  en  clases  anteriores,  como  la  pasta  glutim 
de  Buitoni. 

Salsas  de  todas  clases  y  encurtidos  en  mostaza. 

Sebo  en  rama,  en  pasta  6  prensado  y  toda  grasa  ordinaria  para  hacer  jab6i 

Sifones  y  m^quinas  para  aguas  gaseosas. 

Suela  colorada  y  hlanca,  no  manufacturada,  y  la  suela  de  c&fiamo  para  alp 
gatas. 

Taburetes  para  pianos  de  cualquier  materia  que  sean. 

Talco  en  hoja  6  en  polvo. 

Tanza  6  hilo  de  cerda  para  pescar. 

Tapaderas  de  alambre  para  las  viandas. 

Tapas  con  coronillos  de  metal,  vidrio,  cristal  6  porcelana. 

Telas  6  tejidos  de  algod6n,  cafiamazo,  esparto  6  lino,  para  cubrir  el  sa< 
aunque  tengan  alguna  mezcla  de  lana  y  las  telas  de  cerda  para  forrar  mueblei 

Telas  preparadas  para  retratos  y  pinturas  al  61eo  y  tambi6n  el  esfumino  p 
dibujo. 
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Telas  6  tejidos  ordinarios  de  cafiamazo,  lino  6  algod6n  para  muebles,  manufac- 
tnrados  en  cinchones  6  en  cualquiera  otra  forma,  las  rodillas  de  algod6n  para 
wodom^tico  y  la  cinca  de  paja  para  empaquetar. 

Taconcs  dc  madera  con  6  sin  casquillos  de  cobre  6  hierro. 

Tiras  de  g^nero  6  de  papel  estanado  para  el  calzado,  de  un  centimetro  de 
aDclio )'  doce  dc  largo. 

Tirabotas  y  tirabuzones. 

Tiza  en  panes,  en  tablitas  6  en  otra  forma  para  uso  en  los  billares. 

Transparentes  y  celosias  para  puercas  y  ven tanas. 

Triquitraques. 

Tubos  6  conductos  de  goma  y  las  bandas  de  goma  para  correajes  de  maqui- 
narias. 

Velas  de  iona,  loneta  6  cotonfa  para  embarcaciones. 
Vclas  de  sebo. 
Vclocipcdos  6  bicicletas. 

Vidrio  6  cristal  manufacturado  en  cualquiera  forma,  no  comprendido  en  otras 
clases. 

Vinos,  cualquiera  que  sea  su  procedencia  si  se  importaen  garrafones  6  botellas; 
menos  los  tintos  que  corresponden  i  la  3*  clase.  El  vino  de  Oporto  aun  siendo 
tinto  corresponde  i  la  4*  clase,  si  viene  en  garrafones  6  en  botellas. 

Veso  manufacturado  en  cualquiera  forma,  excepto  en  juguetes  para  nifios. 

§  5. — Clase  V. 
Un  bolivar,  veinte  cinco  centimes, 

Aceitcs  y  jabones  perfumados. 

Aceitc  dc  ajonjoH,  de  s6samo,  de  t&rtago,  y  otros  no  comprendidos  en  clases 
antcriores. 

Aceitc  dc  bacalao. 

Acido  tartirico  en  polvo. 

Ars^nico  y  amoniaco  liquido. 

Aguas  dc  olor  para  el  tocador  y  para  lavar  el  pelo,  como  la  florilina  y  otras 
*^qantcs  y  las  aguas  para  limpiar  metales. 

Aguardiente  de  todas  clases,  excepto  el  de  cafia  que  es  de  prohibida  importa- 
o«D,  brandy  6  conac  y  sus  esencias,  ajenjo,  ginebra  y  sus  esencias  hasia  22® 
t^articr;  pasando  de  este  grado  se  hard  la  liquidaci6n  proporcionalmente. 

Almendras  mondadas. 

Aparatos  6  conformadores  para  medidas  de  sombreros. 

Aparatos  de  fotograf  ia. 

Armaduras  6  formas  de  tela  engomada  para  sombreros,  gorras  y  cachuchas. 

Argollas  y  hcbillas  forradas  en  cuero  6  suela. 

Asentadorcs  de  navajas,  piedras  finas  para  amolar  navajas  y  tambi6n  la  pasta 
para  afilarlas. 

Azafran. 

Azogue  6  mcrcurio  vivo. 

fiaulcs,  sacos  de  noche,  bolsas  y  maletas  de  todas  clases  para  viaje. 
ootas  para  cargar  vinos,  y  las  bolsas  y   saquitos   de  g^nero  encerado   para 
remitir  mucstras  de  granos  al  exterior. 
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Bragueros,  candelillas  6  sondas,  suspensorios,  hilas  para  heridas,  mangas  6 
tros,   pezoneros  y  tetcros  6  bibcrones,  picos  de  tctcras,  mamaderas,  ^mbai 
vcntosas,  collares  anodinos,  espiltulas,  lancetas,   retortas,  clisobombas,  jcrin 
de  todas  clases  y  sifones  no  especiBcados. 

Bramante,  brin,  coci,  dril,  dom6stico,  liencillo,  platilla,  warandol  6  irlai 
cruda  de  lino  6  de  algod6n  y  toda  otra  tela  cruda  semeiante,  debiendo  afors 
en  esta  clase  cualquiera  de  estas  telas  aunque  tengan  listas  6  flores  de  co] 
siempre  que  el  fondo  sea  crudo  y  la  holandilla  de  hilo^  negra  6  azul. 

Brochas  y  pinceles  de  todas  clases. 

Cajas  de  suela  para  sombreros. 

Calendarios  de  todas  clases. 

Cimaras  claras  ti  oscuras  para  dibujos  6  fotograflas  y  dem&s  aparatos  senr 
jantes. 

Canamazo  de  algod6n  para  bordar  y  el  de  hilo  crudo,  similar  al  punto  or< 
nario  que  se  emplea  para  mosquiteros. 

Capsulas,  bolsas  6  sacos  de  papel  de  cualquier  clase  y  tamaflo  que  scan,  p^ 
uso  de  boticarios,  est6n  6  no  rotulados. 

Carey  sin  manufacturar. 

Caserillo,  coleta  blanca,  lienzo  de  rosa,  lomo  de  camello,  crea  de  algo(i6r» 
la  de  hilo  Uamada  crea  cruda  alemana,  niimeros  9,  10  y  1 1,  la  crehuela  rayad^ 
de  cuadros,  pintada  6  sin  pintar  y  toda  otra  tela  semejante  i  las  expresadas,  " 
incluidas  en  clases  anteriores. 

Cedazos  de  alambre  de  cobre,  de  cuero,  de  madera  6  de  cerda. 

Cepillos  para  dientes,  el  pelo,  la  ropa,  el  calzado  y  para  cualquier  otro  us 
excepto  los  comprendidos  en  la  4*  clase. 

Cera  blanca  pura  6  mezclada,  sin  labrar,  y  la  cera  mineral. 

Cerda  de  jabali  para  zapateros. 

Cola  de  pescado  y  cola  liquida  para  pega  de  zapatos. 

Colores  y  pinturas  no  incluidos  en  clases  anteriores,  como  azulillo,  ultK 
marino  y  el  kalsonine,  tierra  de  varios  colores, 

Corcho  en  tablas,  en  tapones  6  en  cualquier  otra  forma. 

Cordonado  para  zapatos. 

Cuarzo  amatiste. 

Cubeba. 

Cortaplumas,  navajas,  tijeras,  cham betas,  cuchillos  y  tenedorcs,  excepto  I 
que  tengan  mango  de  hojilla  de  oro  6  plata  que  corresponden  i  la  8*  clase  y  1* 
que  la  tengan  de  plata  alemana  6  plateados  6  dorados  que  corresponden  a  la « 
clase. 

Cuerdas  y  entorchados. 

Cerveza  concentrada. 

Cortcza  de  sasafr^s  y  toda  otra  corteza  medicinal. 

Dril  de  algod6n  bianco  y  de  color,  la  franela  de  algod6n  blanca  6  de  color, 
el  llamado  dril  casinete  de  algod6n  y  los  batanes  de  algod6n. 

Drogas,  medicinas  y  productos  quimicos  no  incluidos  en  las  clases  antcrion 
io  mismo  que  todos  los  vermlfugos  y  cualquier  otro  articulo  6  substancia  de  u 
medicinal  como  el  bicarbonato  de  soda,  el  vino  de  buey,  la  semilla  dc  ca 
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damomo  y  la  planta  que  la  produce;  la  cerveza  peptonizada,  la  sal  de  roca  para 
bestias  y  el  elixir  amargo  de  coca. 

Encerados  6  hules  en  cualquiera  forma,  menos  los  que  se  emplean  para  pavi- 
mentos,  para  enfardelar  y  para  techos,  incluidos  en  la  4*  clase. 

Entretela  de  algod6n. 

Escobas,  escobillas  y  escobillones  de  cerda. 

Esencias  y  extractos  de  todas  clases  no  especificados. 

Esponjas. 

Estereoscopios,  cosmoramas,  dioramas,  panoramas,  linternas  m&gicas  y  dem&s 
aparatos  semcjantes. 

Farolillos  de  papel,  cuellos,  pecheras  y  pufios  de  papel,  inclusos  los  forrados 
en  g^nero  y  el  papel  manufacturado,  no  comprendido  en  otras  clases. 

Floretcs,  mascaras,  petos  y  guantes  para  esgrima. 

Fosforo  en  pasta. 

Foioerafias. 

Frazadas  de  aIgod6n. 

Frazadas  de  lana  blancas  6  con  franjas  de  color  y  las  oscuras  de  cabrin. 

Goma  laca,  resina  de  copal  y  toda  clase  de  goma  6  resina  no  especificada  en 
otras  clases. 

Guantes  de  cerda  y  tambi€n  los  de  esgrima. 
Gliccrina. 

Hilo  comun  de  coser,  el  hilo  flojo  para  bordar  y  el  hilo  flojo  de  una  hebra 
simple,  propio  para  tejidos  mecdnicos. 
Iman. 

Imagenes  6  efigies  que  no  sean  de  oro  6  plata. 

Instrumcntos  de  musica,  y  las  cajas  de  musica  6  cualquiera  de  sus  partes  6 
acccsorios,  exceptuandose  los  6rganos  y  los  pianos. 

Insirumentos  de  cirujia,  de  dentistas  y  tambi^n  los  de  anatomia,  de  matemi- 
ticas  y  otras  ciencias,  no  incluidos  en  otras  clases. 

Jab6n  bianco  jaspeado,  llamado  de  Castilla  6  de  Marsella. 

Jab6n  comiin. 

Jiiegos  de  ajedrez,  de  damas,  de  domin6,  de  ruletas  6  otros  semcjantes, 

l-*ininas  6  estampas  de  papel. 

Libros  6  libretines  en  bianco,  creyones  y  carboncitos  para  dibujar,  bultos  y 
portafolios,  libros  de  esqueletos  litografiados  para  libranzas,  lapices  de  todas 
clases,  excepto  los  de  pizarra,  goma  para  borrar,  sellos  y  timbres  para  cartas, 
tmtas  para  escribir  y  polvo  de  tinta,  cuchillos  para  papel,  lapiceros,  lacre,  obleas, 
arcnilla,  plumas  de  acero,  palilleros,  tinteros  y  todo  otro  articulo  de  escritorio, 
con  excepci6n  de  los  sobres  para  cartas  y  de  los  articulos  que  tengan  algo  de 
wo  6  plata. 

Libritos  con  hojillas  de  oro  6  plata  finos  6  falsos  para  dorar  6  platear,  el 
bronce  en  polvo  y  libritos  para  broncear. 

1-icoreras  vacias  6  con  licor  que  no  est6  comprendido  en  una  clase  mayor. 

Licncillo,  brin  y  dom^stico,  crudo  6  de  colores,  de  hilo  6  de  algod6n  de 
walquicra  clase  que  sean. 

Limadura  de  hierro. 
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Listados,  arabias  y  guingas  de  lino  6  de  aIgod6n  ordinarios^  propios  s61o 
vestuarios  de  peonaje. 

Listones,  cafluelas  y  cenefas  6   molduras   de   madera,  pintadas,  barnizac^ 
doradas  6  plateadas  y  los  alzapafios  de  madera  6  sean  las  abrazaderas  6  peril] 
de  madera  que  se  usan  para  recojer  las  cortinas. 

Luto  elistico  y  de  cresp6  para  sombreros. 

Licores  dulces  como  chericordial,  crema  de  vainilla,  de  cacao  y  otros  semejanre^' 

Madapol&n   bianco,    holandilla   blanca,    bretana,   dom^stico,  matrimonio  (f^ 
algod6n,  irlanda  blanca  6  de  color,  crea,  elefante,  platilla,  liencillo,  simpidc(^^ 
savaje  de  algod6n  y  cualquier  otra  tela  semejante. 

Marcos  6  cuadros  de  cualquiera  materia  que  sean,  con  vidrios  6  sin  ellos,  coa 
estampas,  retratos,  efigies  y  liminas  6  sin  ellas. 

Mascaras  6  caretas  de  todas  clases. 

Macarrones,  tallarines,  fideos  y  cualquier  otra  pasta  de  sopas  semejante. 

Medidas  de  cuero,  de  tela  6  papel,  sueltas  6  en  estuches. 

Muebles  de  madera  fina,  como  palisandro,  caoba,  palo  de  rosa  y  nogal ;  los 
que  tengan  forrados  el  espaldar  6  asiento  de  cerda,  lana,  algod6n  6  seda ;  los  de 
madera  ordinaria  que  est6n  dorados,  y  las  urnas  funerarias  de  cualquier  clase  que 
sean. 

Nuez  de  agalla,  nuez  moscada  y  las  flores  de  nuez  moscada  llamadas  macis. 

Pantallas  de  papel,  de  metal  6  de  g6nero,  y  el  papel  de  seda  de  color. 

Pastillas  de  goma  de  cualquier  clase  que  sean. 

Perfumeria  de  todas  clases. 

Pergaminos  y  sus  imitaciones  en  cualquier  forma,  no  comprendidos  en  otras 
clases ;  las  telas  que  s61o  se  usan  para  encuadernar  libros ;  la  tela  de  algod6n  y 
goma  tramada  impermeable  que  se  emplea  para  hacer  mantas  y  sobretodos  de 
invierno,  y  el  fieltro  de  algod6n  para  m&quinas  de  litografiar. 

Pesa-licores  6  are6metros  de  todas  clases  y  los  alcoh6metro8. 

Pinturas,  cromos,  dibujos,  retratos  sobre  lienzo,  madera,  papel,  piedra  u  otra 
materia,  los  anuncios  litografiados  que  vienen  adheridos  i  cartones  y  las  tarjetas 
con  paisajes  6  figuras  en  color  propias  para  bautismo. 

Polvos  de  arroz  y  otros  semejantes  para  el  tocador,  las  motas  de  plumas  para 
usarlos  y  el  caracol  de  Persia  calcinado. 

Porta-botellas  y  porta-vasos. 

Polvora. 

Tabaco  hueva  y  el  torcido  para  mascar. 

Tanino. 

T6  y  vainilla. 

Tinta  de  China  de  marcar,  la  de  tefiir  el  pelo  y  cualquiera  otra  clase  de  tinta, 
excepto  la  de  imprenta. 

Velas  de  esperma,  de  parafina,  de  composici6n  6  este&ricas  y  las  mechas  torcidas 
para  las  mismas. 

Warandol  crudo  de  lino  6  de  algod6n,  aunque  tenga  listas  6  flores  de  color, 
comprendi^ndose  en  esta  clase  el  que  tiene  el  fondo  aplomado  6  amarillo  clara 

Yesqueros  6  yesca  6  mecha  para  yesqueros. 
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§  6.— Clase   VI. 

Dos  bolivareSy  ctncuenta  centimes, 

Abalorios,  canutillos  y  cuentas  dc  vidrio,  dc  porcelana,  dc  acero,  dc  madera 
6  de  cualquiera  otra  materia,  excepto  las  de  oro  6  plata ;  los  adornos  para  urnas 
fiinerariasj  losobjetos  de  fantasia  de  vidrio  6  porcelana,  cuando  vcngan  guarne- 
cidos  dc  metal  dorado  6  plateado ;  las  plantas  artificiales  compuestas  de  caucho, 
papcl  y  g^ncro,  representando  palmas,  begonias  y  hojas  grandes  y  los  envases 
para  dulccs  cuando  vengan  forrados  con  seda  6  terciopelo,  6  adornados  con  florcs 
d  ocros  articulos  superiores  i  la  4*clase,  si  no  traen  dentro  los  dulces  que  puedan 
contcner. 
Accro  forrado  y  sin  forrar  para  crinolinas  y  mirinaques. 

Alcmanisco,  bretana,  bramente,  coti,  crea,  con  exccpci6n  de  la  crea  cruda 
alcmana  n"9,  lo  y  1 1  que  corresponden  i  la  5*  clase,  damasco,  dril,  estopilla, 
cstrcpc,  floretc,  garantido,  irlanda,  platilla,  ruin  y  el  warandol  bianco  6  de  color, 
dc  lino  6  mezclado  con  algod6n. 

Alfilercs,  agujas,  ojetes,  horquillas,  broches  para  los  vestidos  y  para  el  calzado, 
ganchos  dc  zinc  para  el  calzado,  hebillas  para  los  sombreros,  para  los  chalecos 
y  pantalones  y  para  el  calzado,  excepto  las  de  oro  6  plata. 
Alfombras  sucltas  6  en  piezas. 

Almillas  6  guarda  camisas,  bandas,  birrctes,  calcetas,  calzoncillos,  pantalones, 
mcdias  y  guarda  corses  de  punto  de  media  dc  algod6n  y  las  telas  del  mismo 
tejido.  Las  almillas  6  guarda  camisas  con  cuello  y  pufios  6  hechas  como  para 
pon^rsclos  postizos  pagan  este  derecho  con  un  recargo  dc  50  por  ciento. 

Anteojos,  cspejuelos,   gemelos   6   bin6culos,   catalejos,   lentes,    telescopies   y 
microscopios,  excepto  los  que  tengan  la  guarnici6n  de  oro  6  plata,  quedando 
incluidos  en  esta  clase  los  cristales  6  lentes  para  ellos  que  vengan  por  separado. 
Barba  de  ballena  y  sus  imitaciones. 
Badanas. 

Bar6mctros,  higr6metros,  cron6metros,  term6metros,  octantes  u  otros  instru- 
mcntos  semcjantes  y  las  brujulas  de  todas  clases. 

Bastoncs,  litigos,  foetes,  y  salvavidas,  con  excepci6n  de  los  que  tienen  esto- 
que  6  mecanismo  para  disparar  que  corresponden  i  la  7*  clase. 
Botoncs  de  todas  clases,  excepto  los  dc  seda,  plata  ii  oro. 

Baycta,  bayetilla  y  ratina  en   piezas  6  frazadas  y  las  cobijas   hechas  de  estas 

telas. 

Cachimbos,  boquillas  y  pipas  para  fumar,  de  imbar,  de  porcelana  y  de  cual- 

quiera  otra  materia,  excepto  las  de  oro  6  plata  y  las  determinadas  en  la  3*  clase. 

Cajas  conteniendo  ncccsarios  de  afeitar,  costureros,  indispensables  y  necesarios 

de  viaje. 

Caracoles  6  conchitas  sueltas  6  formando  piezas  6  adornos. 

Carteras,  tabaqueras,  tarjeteras,  portamonedas,  cigarreras,  cajitas  para  anteo- 
jos, fosforeras,  Albums  que  no  tengan  forro  de  terciopelo,  ni  dorados  ni  plateados 
en  la  pasta,  y  cualquicr  otro  articulo  scmejante,  excepto  los  que  tengan  algo 
dc  oro  6  plata. 

Cera  manufacturada  en  cualquiera  forma,  excepto  en  juguetes  para  ninos. 

Colchas,  sibanas,  mantas,  hamacas,  cobertores  y  carpetas  para  mesas,  de  lino 
6  dc  aJgod6a 
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Cincas  de  goma  para  el  calzado. 

Coral  en  cualquier  forma,  excepto  cuando  venga  montado  en  oro  6  plata. 

Coronas  funebrcs  y  otros  adornos  funerarios  semejantes. 

Cord6n  delgado  para  tejer  y  cualquier  otro  hilo  torcido  en  forma  dc  cord6i 
delgadoy  como  los  llamados  de  cartas  y  de  coser  vclas,  bianco  6  de  color,  que  poi 
su  Hexibilidad  no  sea  cordel  y  pueda  aplicarse  i  los  tejidos  de  mano  6  en  maquina. 

Crinolinas,  polisones  y  toda  clase  de  mirinaques  y  los  cauchos  forrados  6  sir 
forrar  que  se  ponen  en  la  parte  interior  de  los  trajes  de  seiioras. 

Cuchillos  y  tenedores  con  mangos  de  plata  alemana  6  metal  bianco  6  plateado 
6  dorados. 

Colchones,  jergones,  almohadas  y  cojines  que  no  sean  de  seda,  las  plumas  d 
aves  para  hacerlos  y  la  tela  de  alambre  manufacturada  en  la  misma  forma  de  Ic 
jergones. 

Cabuyeras  de  algod^n  para  hamacas. 

Damasco,  coqui,  bombasi,  bord6n,  colchado,  cotl,  alemanisco,  mah6n,  nar 
quin,  nanquinete,  estrepe,  piqu6,  rasete,  tangep,  6  lino  engomado  de  algod6i 
bianco  6  de  colores,  y  cualquiera  otra  tela  de  algod6n  semejante  i  las  expresada 
no  comprendidas  en  otras  clases. 

Dientes  y  ojos  artificiales. 

Dedales  que  no  sean  de  oro  6  plata. 

Enaguas,  fustanes,  batas  6  dormilonas  y  ttinicos  de  algod6n,  hechos  6  en  cortes 
y  las  telas  de  algod6n  preparadas  para  enaguas  con  tiras  bordadas  6  sin  ellas. 

Efectos  de  plata  alemana  6  metal  bianco  y  sus  imitaciones,  como  bandejas 
azafates,  frenos,  bozales,  espuelas,  estribos,  charnelas,  hebillas,  arafias,  limparas. 
candelabros  u  otros. 

Efectos  de  hierro  u  otros  metales  dorados  6  plateados,  no  incluy6ndose  U 
articulos  de  escritorio  que  paragan  siempre  como  de  5*  clase,  aunque  est6n  dor 
dos  6  plateados. 

Estambre  en  rama  y  pelo  de  cabra. 

Estuchcs  con  piececitas  de  acero,  cobre  u  otro  metal  para  bordar,  para  limp 
la  dentadura  6  las  unas  y  para  dibujos  y  pinturas. 

Escobas,  escobillas  y  escobillones  de  palma,  junco  u  otra  materia  vegetal. 

Fieltro  en  piezas  para  gualdrapas. 

Frazadas  de  lana  6  mezcladas  con  algod6n,  con  fondos  de  color  6  de  difcrcn 
colores,  y  las  mantas  6  cobertores  para  camas,  de  lana  6  mezcladas  con  algoci^ 
tambien  de  colores. 

Generos  6  tejidos  para  chinelas,  excepto  los  de  seda. 

Goma  6  cinta  de  goma  para  el  calzado. 

Gutapercha  labrada  6  sin  labrar. 

Hilo  de  oro  6  de  plata  falsos,  alambrillo,  lentejuelas,  relumbr6n,  oropr 
hojillas,  galones,  pasamaneria  v  cualquier  otro  articulo  de  oro  6  plata  falsa  par 
bordar  6  coser. 

Hueso,  marfil,  nicar,  azabache  y  sus  imitaciones,  carey  y  sus  imitaciones 
caucho,  goma  elastica,  l^minas  de  celuloide,  asta  6  cuerno  y  talco,  manufacturado 
en  cualquiera  forma,  no  especificados  en  otras  clases  y  exceptuando  tambien  U 
manufacturados  en  juguetes  para  ninos  que  corresponden  k  la  3*  clase  y  los  qi 
tengan  algo  de  oro  6  plata  que  corresponden  i  la  8*  clase. 
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Manteles,  panos  de  maho  y  servilletas  de  todas  clases. 

Matrimonio  de  hilo  6  mezclado  con  algod6n. 

Minutcros  6  manecillas.  Haves,  muellecitos,  rcsortcs  y  otras  piezas  para  el  in- 
terior de  los  relojes,  que  no  sean  de  oro  6  plata. 

Pabilo  y  algoddn  hilado  flojo  para  pabilo. 

Panuclos  de  algodon,  entcndi^ndose  por  pafiuelo  el  que  no  pase  de  un  metro  de 
largo. 

Papcl  dorado  6  placeado,  el  estampado  i  manera  de  relieve  y  el  pintado  para 
hacer  flores. 

Paraguas,  sombrillas  y  quitasoles,  de  lana,  lino  6  algod6n. 

Pcrlas  y  picdras  falsas  sin  montar,  6  montadas  en  cualquier  metal  que  no  sea 
oro  6  plata, 

Pieles  curtidas  no  manufacturadas,  excepto  la  suela  blanca  6  colorada  que  cor- 
responde  i  la  4*  clase. 

Plata  alemana  en  cualquiera  forma,  no  especificada. 

Plumas  de  ganso  preparadas  para  limpiadientes. 

Plumcros  para  limpiar. 

Prcndas  falsas, 

Rclojcs  de  mesa  6  pared,  los  llamados  despertadores,  los  de  agua  6  arena,  y 
cuaiquiera  otra  clase  de  reloj,  excepto  los  de  faltriquera  y  los  introducidos  por 
el  Gobicrno  Federal  para  uso  publico. 

Sombreros,  gorras,  cascos  y  pavitas  de  paja  6  sus  imitaciones,  sin  ningdn 
adorno. 

Suela  charolada  6  de  patente  no  manufacturada. 

Scxtantcs. 

"arandol  bianco  de  lino  6  mezclado  con  algod6n. 

^arazas,  nanzu,  calic6s,  crctonas,  tarlatanes,  brillantina,  listado  francos  fino  y 
los  de  otras  proccdcncias  finos,  aplicables  i.  trajes  de  senoras,  popelinas,  malvinas, 
japoncsas,  lustrillos,  percalas  de  color  y  cualquiera  otra  tela  de  algod6n  de  color 
**^cjante  i  las  indicadas,  y  no  mencionadas  en  otras  clases,  como  el  merino  de 

[Concluyc  en  el  numero  de  abril.] 


COMERCIO   MISCELANEO. 

REPUBLICA   ARGENTINA. 

^"'""•cionti  durante  10       Tomamos  del    informe    anual  del    Departamento  de 

*""•'  Estadistica  de  la    Republica  Argentina,  preparado   per  el 

"^f  Funcisco  Latzina,  los  siguientes  datos  sobre  el  trifico  y  movimiento  mari- 

^'''ode  aqucl  pais;  en    1887,  las  importaciones  de  la  Gran   Bretafia  solamente 

*^2nzaron  un  valor  de  $34,779,2 10;  en  1896,  llegaron  d  la  suma  de  $44,729,996, 

^^^unaumento  de  28.6  por  ciento  en  el    t^rmino  de  diez  anos.      De  las  im- 

P^ftacioncs  totales  en  1887,  i  Inglaterra  correspondi6  el  29.7  por  ciento,  y  en 

'^cl^o  por  ciento.      Las  importaciones  de  Alemania  en  1887  ascendieron  al 

lo.J  por  ciento  del  total,  y  en  1896  al  12.4  por  ciento,  6  sea  un  aumento  de 

*^lo2.i  per  ciento.     En  1887,  toc6  i  Francia  el  19.4  por  ciento  de  la  imports- 
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ci6n  total,  y  en  1896,  10.7  por  ciento,  6  sea  una  disminuci6n  dc  8.7  por  cicn 
De  los  Estados  Unidos  se  import6  en  1887  por  valor  dc  $1 1,004,553,  y  en  i5 
^1 1,210,475.  La  proporci^n  relativa  respecto  al  total  en  los  mencionados  ai] 
fu6  de  9.4  y  10  por  ciento  respectivamcnte,  lo  que  muestra  un  aumento  de 
por  ciento  en  los  diez  anos.  Las  importaciones  de  Italia  durante  los  diez  aj 
en  consideraci6n  aumentaron  4. 1  por  ciento. 

La   Compania   denominada    Light    and    Power  Coi 

PlantaEUctricaenCdrdoba.  ,1      .,  ^r     1    1  1 

pany,  establecida  en  Cordoba,  acaba  de  complctar 
instalaci6n  de  la  planta  el6ctrica  mis  grande  de  la  Republica  Argentina.  I 
maquinaria  se  componc  decinco  turbinas  de  un  total  de  1,700  caballosdcfucrz 
cinco  generadoras  de  un  total  de  1,100  kilowatts,  transformadoras  con  ui 
capa(;idad  de  930  kilowatts  y  los  necesarios  conmutadores  y  demis  aparac 
para  gobernar  la  maquinaria.  Casi  toda  esta  maquinaria  ha  sido  fabricada  < 
los  Estados  Unidos.  Se  ha  extendido  una  linea  de  cable  hasta  C6rdoba  pa. 
la  trasmisi6n  de  fuerza,  y  esta  ciudad  ser4  alumbradapor  la  nueva  planta  que  < 
definitiva  contara  con  una  capacidad  de  6,000  caballos  de  fuerza. 

La  C6rdoba  Light  and  Power  Company,  es  la  primara  compania  puramca 
americana  que  se  ha  establecido  en  la  Argentina  y  se  espera  que  el  6xito  de  cs 
empresa  d6  mdrgen  i  otras  del  mismo  caracter. 

BRASIL. 

Derecho.  de  Alxnacenaje  M^.   Frank  D.   HlLL,  c6nsul   de  los   Estados  Unidos   • 

en  Santos.  Santos,  comunica  i  esta  Oficiana  que  todas  las  mcrcanci 

que  se  entregucn  en  aquel  puerto — sean  6  no  almacenadas — deben  pagar  1  [^ 
ciento  sobre  el  valor  declarado  en  la  factura,  por  derecho  de  almacenaje.  Cuan^ 
los  documentos  relativos  i  las  mercancias  se  demoran  en  Ilegar  i  Santos,  y 
entrada  no  se  hace  dentro  de  veinte  y  cuatro  horas,  el  consignatorio  dcbc,  en 
acto  de  la  entrega,  firmar  una  declaraci6n  (termo  de  responsibilidadc)  p 
el  valor  de  los  g^neros  €  importc  del  almacenaje.  Trascurrido  el  t^rmino  de  ^ 
mes  se  cobrard  un  medio  por  ciento  por  cada  mes  6  fracci6n  de  mes  adicion  - 
Fibrica  de  Fdeforo.  en  ^^s  trabajos  de  la  fibrica  de  la  compania  denomina-' 

RIO  Janeiro.  Diamond    Match    Company,    situada   en    Rio    Jancir 

adelantan  ripidamente  y  se  est4  colocando  la  nueva  maquinara  bajo  la  ^ 
recci6n  de  los  Sefiores  Preston  y  Warner,  ingenieros  de  los  Estados  Unid* 
Dentro  de  tres  meses,  sc  habr4n  puesto  en  su  lugar  diez  nuevas  m&quinas  pa 
la  fabricaci6n  de  f6sforos,  asi  como  todos  sus  accesorios,  calderas  nuev- 
motores,  eic.  La  fibrica  Cruzeiro  podri  entonccs  producirdiariamentc  720,0* 
cajillas  de  r6sforos,  6  sea  tres  veces  su  producci6n  actual.  Si  el  consumo  de  ft^ 
foros  en  el  Brasil  lo  requiere,  se  pondr&n  en  1898  diez  m&quinas  adicional* 
Su  gran  tamaiio  y  lo  perfecto  de  su  maquinaria,  permitira  i  la  fibrica  Cruzei 
provecr  i  todo  el  pais,  y  llegar4  &  ser  no  solamente  una  de  las  mis  grandes  J 
mundo,  sino  tambi^n  la  mis  perfecta,  porque  la  maquinaria  empleada  en  el 
abraza  todos  los  adelantos  hechos  y  patentados  ultimamente  en  los  Estadi 
Unidos  en  lo  relativo  i  esta  clasc  de  maquinaria. 

El  "India  Rubber  World"  de  10  de  tebrero  public 

Ooma  de  Pari  y  Manaos.  .  1     1  •  r         1      1  -i 

un  cuadro  comprensivo  de  las  citras  de  la  exportacion  ( 
goma  por  los  puertos  de   Pari  y  Manaos  en  los  anos  de  1889-1897.     Con 
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materia  dc  interns  general  se  reproduce  i  continuaci6n  la  parte  del  ciiadro  rela- 
dva  i  la  exportaci6n  total  i  los  Estados  Unidos  y  i  Europa.  Se  ver4  que  en 
1897  (en  que  tuvo  lugar  la  mayor  exportaci6n)  los  Estados  Unidos  ocuparon  el 
primer  lugar  en  la  importaci6n. 


Estados  Unidos. 

Europa.     . 

Total. 

Lidras. 

Libras. 

Libras. 

20,  004,  066 

14,  946,  888 

34.  950,  894 

21,  137,  177 

15,004,652 

36,  141,  820 

23,  872,  690 

15,335.157 

39,  207,  847 

25,  202,  008 

15.603,324 

40,  805.  332 

25,011,027 

17,163,404 

42,174,431 

23,  062,  386 

19.  869,  306 

42,931,692 

24, 804,  854 

20.983,759 

45.788.613 

I9.94i.956 

27,681,888 

47.  623,  484 

25.  565,  885 

24,014,017 

49.  579.  902 

1889. 
IS90. 
IS9I . 
1892 . 

1893. 
1894. 
1895. 
1896. 
%. 


COLOMBIA. 

n.  ,.^  En  un  informe  que  ha  dirieido  al  Ministerio  de  Rela- 

clones  Exteriores  de  la  Gran  Bretafia,  Mr.  M.  Villiers, 
consul  general  interino  de  dicho  pais  en  BogotS,  llama  la  atenci6n  de  su  Gobierno 
ilosactivos  esfuerzos  que  estdn  haciendo  los  Estados  Unidos  para  aumentar  su 
traiicoen  Colombia.  A  este  respecto,  hace  referenda  al  hecho  de  que  los  Estados 
tnidosocupan  cl  primer  lugar  en  cuanto  al  comercio  en  hierro,  acero,  material 
de  fcrrocarrilcs,  material  rodante,  puentes,  etc.  Esta  preponderancia  se  nota  no 
solaracnte  en  los  articulos  de  gran  peso,  sino  tambi^n  en  los  pequefios,  tales 
como  herramientas  de  acero,  sierras,  limas,  escofinas,  miquinas  de  picar  carne, 
clavos Franceses,  etc.  Tambi^n  se  mandan  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  gran  cantidad, 
"icrro  laminado  para  construcciones,  alambre  de  puas,  bicicletas,  miquinas  de 
^o^cr,  relojcs  de  mesa,  joyeria  falsa,  velas  y  aparatos  el6ctricos.  El  trifico  en 
S^ncros  dc  algod6n,  lino  y  lana  es  comparativamente  pequeno. 

''^jaddnde  Ferro-         Segun  informes  recibidos  directamcnte  de  Barranquilla, 

*'"*^  en  la  Repdblica  de  Colombia  se  est4  trabajando  con  gran 

^ctividad  en  la  construcci6n  de  ferrocarriles.      El  ferrocarril  de  Anti6quia  pro- 

picdad  del    departmento   de   este   nombre,    que    est^    en    operaci6n    por    una 

^^tancia  dc  32  millas  de  Puerto  Berrio  i  Las  Pavas,  se  estd  prolongando  hasta 

^^'cdellin,  91  millas.     El  Ferrocarril  dc  Cucuta  y  Puerto  Villamizar,  en  el  Rio 

I'la,  que  recorre  una  distancia  de  34  millas,  se  extendera  hasta  la  frontera 
''^Venezuela,  y  parte  de  la  obra  est4  ya  terminada.  El  Ferrocarril  de  Girardot, 
^^irardot  i  Junta  de  Apulio  (24  millas)  serd  prolongado  hasta  un  punto  en 
^'lerrocarril  de  Facatativa;  esta  extensi6n  sera  de  unas  48  millas.  El  ferrocarril 
^'Cauca,  de  Buenaventura,  en  la  costa,  i  San  Jose  (21  millas),  ha  sido  traspa- 
^0  al  Gobierno  Nacional ;  esta  linea  ser4  prolongada  hasta  Cali,  64  millas 
^^aa  cl  interior. 

GUATEMALA. 


^^«»ii<U  de  BiUetM. 


El   Presidente   de   la   Republica    ha    dispuesto    en    un 
decreto  de  fecha  reciente  que  i  contar  del  1°  de  enero  de 
*°98,los  derechos  de  importaci6n  y  exportaci6n  deberan  abonarse  en  plata.      El 
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decreto  dispone  tambi^n  que  se  reanude  la  recojida  de  los  billetes,  suprimici 
de  esta  sucrte  la  circulaci6n  de   papel   moneda   autorizada  i  principios  del 
pasado. 

MEXICO. 

_  .        .  Se  dice  que  el  cultivo  del  lino  en  el  Estado  de  More 

GnltiTo  del  Lino.  ^ 

Mexico,  ha  pasado  ya  del  periodo  experimental  y  of 
resultados  pricticos.  Mr.  Hamer^  que  ha  estado  interesado  en  aquel  cut 
durante  los  cuatro  dltimos  anos^  tiene  tierras  scmbradas  c'e  lino  en  difcre 
partes  del  valle  de  Cuernavaca  y  esti  nogociando  el  arrendamiento'dcl  vallc 
Huaymac  que  contiene  unos  i,ooo  acres  de  tierra,  una  gran  parte  de  la  cus 
dice  que  es  propia  para  aquel  cultivo.  Dicese  que  el  pano  que  se  fabrica  co 
lino  que  Mr.  Hamer  cultiva,  es  de  gran  duracion  y  de  la  mejor  calidad. 

Los  trabajos  de  jnejoramiento  del   puerto  de  V'crac 

Puerto  de  Veracruz. 

que  comenzaron  en  1895,  a  virtud  de  un  contrato  < 
brado  con  el  Gobierno  Mexicano  por  Pearson  Sc  Sons  de  L6ndres,  e 
progresando  favorablemente.  Los  detalles  relativos  i  esta  empresa  se  pi 
caron  en  el  Boletin  Mensual  del  mes  de  setiembre  de  1895. 

El  ingeniero  del  Gobierno  que  tiene  la  inspecci6n  de  los  trabajos  por  cu 
de  este,  ha  hecho  un  informe  por  el  cual  se  sabe  que  la  construcci6n  de 
diques  estd  progresando  satisfactoriamente ;  se  estan  colocando  en  ellos  grai 
bloques  de  concreto.  Se  ha  obtenido  una  profundidad  de  8  metros  y 
centimetros  (unos  28  pi^s)  en  baja  mar,  entre  el  muelle  del  ferrocarril  n 
icano  y  el  dique  del  noreste ;  y  en  Laja  de  Adentro,  se  han  obtenido 
metros  (33  pi^s)  de  profundidad.  En  otras  partes  del  puerto  se  han  Ucva* 
cabo  trabajos  considerables,  obteni^ndose  una  profundidad  proporcionada. 
trabajos  de  extensi6n  del  muelle  de  la  aduana  continuan  con  «ictividad ; 
pilotes  son  dc  acero  y  el  piso  de  madera.  Se  trabaja  con  gran  actividad  ci 
construccion  de  las  cloacas. 
Comnnicacidn  Directa  con  La  compafiia  denominada  Port  Arthur  and  Mcxi( 
Kansas  City.  Steamship  Company,  formada  con  el  objeto  de  estable 

una  linea  de  navegacion  que  se  enlace  con  la  via  ferrea  que  lleva  el  nombrc 
Kansas  City,  Pittsburgh  and  Gulf  Railroad,  ha  sido  constituida  legalmcntc 
conformidad  con  las  leyes  del  Estado  de  Missouri,  con  un  capital  de  $ioo,oc 
Al  principio  la  linca  tendr^  solamente  dos  vapores  de  carga,  pero  se  cspera  q 
mas  tarde  se  establecera  un  servicio  de  pasajeros.  Los  vapores  correrin  cm 
Puerto  Arthur,  termino  de  ferrocarril,  y  los  puertos  mexicanos.  Se  aseguraq 
ya  se  han  celebrado  contratos  que  garantizan  1,800  toneladas  de  carga  cada  n 
durante  todo  el  ano.  Dichos  cargamentos  vendr4n  de  varias  partes  de  Mexi 
i  Kansas  City,  que  sera  el  punto  de  distribuci6n.  Esta  Hnea  directa  de  comu 
cacion  por  ferrocarril  y  por  vapor,  bajo  una  sola  direcci6n,  sera,  sin  duda  algui 
muy  util  para  el  gran  trafico  que  existe  ya  entre  Kansas  City  y  otros  punto 
la  Republica  de  Mexico. 

Oaducidad  de  una  Ooncesidn     El  Gobiemo  mexicano  ha  declarado  sin  efecto  la  a 
de  Ferrocarril.  ^.^^-^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^     Marin  y  CompaSia  para  la  constr 

ci6n  de  un  ferrocarril  de  Toluca,  capital  de  Estado  de  M6xico,  i  IguJ 
atravcsando  los  distritos  mineros  de  Tomascaltepec,  Sultcpcc,  Zacualpan 
Tasco.  La  rescision  del  contrato  se  basa  en  la  falta  de  cumplimiento  por  pa 
del  concesionario  que  segun  dicho  contrato,  celebrado  en  17  dc  diciembrc 
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1896  y  aprobado  por  el  Congreso  en  5  de  enero  de  1897,  quedaba  obligado  i 
dar  comienzo  i  los  trabajos  de  la  linea  dentro  de  doce  meses  i  coniar  de  la 
fildma  fecha.  La  caducidad  de  la  conccsi6n  lleva  consigo  la  p^rdida  por  parte 
de ]a  compania  de  los  $5,000  que  se  depositaron  como  fondo  de  garantfa. 

NICARAGUA. 

CarcuoeatM de putmos        ^^^'  ^^'  J-   Clancy,  agente    consular   de    los  Estados 
EvaporadoB.  Unidos  en  Bluefields,  comunica  i  esta  Oficina  que  algunos 

dc  ios  plantadores  en  las  riberas  del  Rio  Escondido  y  de  sus  tributarios,  estin 
haciendo  cxpcrimentos  en  el  embarque  de  pUtanos  evaporados.  El  primer 
cargamento  se  hizo  i  Nueva  Orleans  recientemente,  con  resultados  muy  satis- 
factorios;  y  se  espera  que  por  medio  de  este  nuevo  proceso,  podrin  litilizarse 
raillones  dc  pequenos  racimos  de  pl4tanos,  propios  para  secar,  pero  no  adapta- 
blcs  a  la  cxportaci6n  en  el  estado  natural. 

Los  trabajos  se  llevan  hoy  &  cabo  de  una  manera  basta  y  desmanada,  pues 
las  personas  ocupadas  en  esta  industria  carecen  de  un  conocimiento  prictico  de 
la  materia.  La  introducci6n  de  maquinaria  y  trabajadores  apropiados  i  estos 
trabajos,  abrirS  en  Nicaragua  una  industria  nueva  y  lucrativa  y  un  mercado  i 
los  Estados  Unidos  para  la  venta  de  las  herramientas  y  manufacturas  que  hayan 
<lc  emplearsc  en  esta  industria. 

PARAGUAY. 

- , .  El  Gobierno  del  Paraeuay  est4  tomando  medidas  activas 

WtiTO  d«l  Tabftco.  .    .  . 

para  revivir  el  cultivo  del  tabaco,  que  antes  era  un  ramo 
iinportantc  de  la  industria  en  esta  Republica,  pues  no  solamente  se  producia 
tabaco  para  el  consumo  del  pais,  sino  tambi6n  para  la  exportaci6n.  A  fin  de 
obtener  el  resultado  que  se  propone,  el  Gobierno  ha  invitado  4  varios  cubanos 
fjpcrimcntados  en  la  industria  de  tabaco,  para  que  preparen  un  informe  sobre 
cl  suelo  y  las  oportunidades  que  el  pais  ofrece.  En  opini6n  de  dichas  personas, 
^gi^nas  localidades  presentan  condiciones  id^nticas  4  las  de  los  mejores  terrenos 
^f  Cuba.  Se  ha  escogido  una  plantaci(5n  cerca  de  Villa  Rica  para  hacer  cl 
^^pcrimento,  y  alii  se  instruiri  i  algunos  paraguayanos  en  los  m^todos  empleados 
^  Cuba  para  el  cultivo  de  tabaco.  Aunque  la  cosecha  de  1 896,  en  esta  parte 
<^clpais  fu6  pequefia,  el  articulo  se  reput6  de  igual  calidad  al  de  la  Vuelta  Abajo, 
yniuesiras  de  61  se  enviaron  a  la  exposicion  de  Bruselas.  En  1895  el  Paraguay 
ciporto  4,744,096  libras  de  tabaco. 

PERU. 

< 

Maqainaria  para  la  ^^    actividad    minera   del    Peru   acentua    cada   dia   la 

'*^*'^-  necesidad  dc  maquinarias  reformadas  para  aquella  indus- 

^"a.  Una  de  las  necesidades  mis  impcriosas  es  la  del  use  de  dragas  para  llegar 
^llccho  de  los  rios  donde  hay  depositadas  inmensas  cantidades  de  oro.  Al  pre- 
^^nte  sc  cmplean  medios  muy  primitivos :  artesas  de  madera  de  una  capacidad 
"^  '5  libras  de  arena.  Por  raz6n  de  la  falta  de  medios  apropiados  solo  sc  recoje 
orodcjunio  a  octubre,  6poca  en  que  las  aguas  estan  bajas,  pero  si  sc  emplearan 
dragas  podria  trabajarse  durante  todo  el  ano.  La  terminacirtn  del  nuevo  camino 
d«Cruccro  i  Thara  y  Huari-Huari  4  traves  de  una  seccion  rica  en  dep6sitos, 
Oirccera  facilidades  para  el  trasporte  de  maquinaria  y  el  dcsarrollo  de  las  minas 
Qf  oro  dc  aquella  regi6n. 
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Mr.    Alfred   St.    John,    c6nsul    general    interino 

Inmigracldn  Japonesa.  \  .,/  r>    t- 

Inglaterra  en  Lima,  ha  comunicado  a  su  Lrobierm 
ilegada  al  Peru  del  representante  de  una  compafiia  de  inmigracion  de  Tokio 
cual  ha  celebrado  contraco  con  varios  duefios  de  plantaciones  de  azucar  par 
cmpleo  en  aquel  pais  de  500  trabajadores  japoneses,  por  lo  menos.  Sc  a 
ademis  que  se  estableceri  una  linea  de  vapores  entre  los  puertos  del  Jap6n  v 
de  la  America  del  Sur,  la  cual  se  utilizara  para  la  conducci6n  de  estos  trab 
dores.  El  objeto  del  proyecto  no  es  solo  ofrecer  salida  al  exceso  de  poblac 
de  los  distritos  del  Jap6n,  sino  tambi^n  abrir  comunicaci6n  comercial  dir< 
con  la  America  del  Sur. 

Oomorcio  de  GSoma  ^^  comercio  de  goma  el&stica  que  ticne  su  centre 

BlAatica  en  Iqnitoa.  Iquitos  y  SU  exportaci6n  por  los  puertos  de  Manac 
Pard,  ha  sido  desde  hace  tiempo  muy  considerable.  El  "India  Rubber  Worl 
que  se  publica  en  New  York,  dice  que  la  exportaci6n  di recta  de  goma  elis 
de  Iquitos  i  Europa  ha  sido  nueve  veces  mayor  en  los  dltimos  cuatro  ana 
que  las  exportaciones  de  la  goma  que  se  trasborda  despu6s  en  los  puerto 
Manaos  y  Para,  ha  aumentado  tambi6n  considerablemente.  Estc  desarrollo 
comercio  se  explica  fScilmente  por  la  mayor  facilidad  de  trasporte  con 
cuenta  aquella  parte  del  pais.  Es  de  lamentarse,  sin  embargo,  que  en  este  nc 
impctu  comercial  del  Alto  Amazonas,  el  comercio  del  los  Estados  Unida: 

figure  en  absoluto. 

EL  SALVADOR. 

Pago  de  Dereohoa  de  impor-     ^1  Gobiemo  salvadorefio  ha  decretado  que  el  paga 
tacidn.  ^  ^  p^j.  ciento  de  los  derechos  de  importaci6n  se  hag^. 

la  manera  siguiente :   32  por  ciento  en  oro  americano,  10  por  ciento  en  be 
de  aduanas,  5  por  ciento  en  bonos  emitidos  por  la  casa  de  moneda,  y  6 
ciento  en  bonos  de  la  deuda  francesa.      Cuando  los  bonos  est6n  agotados 
porciones  correspondicntes  se  pagardn  en  oro  americano,  lo  cual  prueba  que 
ha  sido  adoptado  en  aquel  pais  como  la  base  del  nuevo  tal6n  de  oro. 

URUGUAY. 

Comercio  oon  los  Eatadoe       ^^  C6nsul  General  Don  Prudencio  de  Murguio: 
Unidoe  en  1897.  representante   del    Uruguay  en  los  Estados  Unidos. 

remitido  i  esta  Oficina  una  relaci6n  del  comercio  entre  los  dos  pafses,  en  el 
comun  de  1897.     El  valor  total  de  las  exportaciones  4  los  Estados  Unidos 
de  $4,391,063  ;  el  de  las  importaciones  fu6  de  $1,135,679;   total  del  come 
durante  el  ano,  $5,526,742.     Segun  este  documento,  las  exportaciones  a» 
dieron  i  $3,560,115  durante  los  seis  primeros  meses,  y  i  $830,948  durante 
seis  ultimos  meses.     La  exportaci6n  de  lana  durante  la  primera  mitad  del 
lleg6  i  $1,950,674,  y  la  de  la  dltima  mitad  consisti6  en  ochenta  y  cinco  fa, 
valuados  en  $14,825,  lo  cual  acusa  una  disminuci6n  de  $i>935,849.     En  el 
comun  de  1896,  las  importaciones  procedentes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  llegar< 
$1,452,531.      Estas  cifras  comparadas  con  las  del  ano  de  1897,  acusan  una 
minucion  durante  este  ultimo  ano  de  $316,652.      EI  Senor  Murguiondo  atrib 
la  disminuci6n  en  el  comercio  i  los  disturbios  politicos  del  Uruguay  duranr 
ano  1897;  y  como  este  estado  de  cosas  ha  cesado,  el  Seiior  Murguiondo  esp 
una  pronta  restauraci6n  del  antiguo  comercio  existente  entre  los  dos  paises. 
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RELATORIO  ANNUAL  DA  SECRETARIA. 

ADMlNlSTRAfAO     DO     FINADO     DIRECTOR,    O    SR.    JOSEPH    P.    SMITH- 


ACTA   DA    COMMISSAO    EXECUTIVA NOMEA^AO    DE     UM     DIRECTOR 

^ROVISORIO. 

Unia  reuniao  da  Commissao  Executiva  da  Uniio  Internacional 

^  Republicas  Americanas,  realizou-se  na  Secretaria  de  Estado 

^^  conformidade  com  o  convite  do  Secretario  de  Estado,  Segunda- 

^^%  28  de  Fevereiro,  de  1898,  as  1 1  horas  da  manha. 

"resentes:  O  Secretario  de  Estado,  Presidente  da  CommissSo; 

^r. Romero,  Ministro  do  Mexico;  Honrado  Wm.  R.  Day,  Sub- 

^^^retariode  Estado;  O  Sr.  Frederic  Emory,  Director  interino da 

^^'"etaria  das  Republicas  Americanas. 

^  Sr.  Andrade,  Ministro  de  Venezuela,  nSo  poude  assistir  a 
^'^iio,  e  designou  o  Sr.  Romero  para  que  o  representasse,  ficando 
'^^ni  constituido  o  quorum  da  commissSo. 

Q  relatorio  annual  do  Director  da  Secretaria  foi  apresentado 

H^lo  Presidente  da  Commissao,  e,  por  proposta  do  Sr.  Romero, 

-^*  ^pprovado  e  se  ordenou  que  copias  do  mesmo  fossem  enviadas 

^  duas  camaras  do  Congresso  dos  Estados  Unidos,  e  aos  Governos 

^^presentados  na  Uniao  Internacional. 

0  relatorio  do  Sr.  Frederic  Emory,  sobre  a  condi9ao  da  Sec- 
^^ria  das  Republicas  Americanas,  foi  lido  pelo  Sub-Secretario  de 
Estado. 
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no  primeiro  ardor  de  seu  estabelecimento.  A  Secretaria  c 
muito  do  seu  desenvolvimento  recente  a  mais  activa  e  vigih 
participa9ao  dos  representantes  em  Washington  das  varias  Re 
blicas  interessadas,  e  acabou  de  ter  prova  notavel  da  aprecia 
generosa  de  seus  trabalhos  nos  Estados  Unidos  pela  verba  sup 
mentar  recentemente  votada  pelo  Congresso  dos  Estados  Uni 
para  fazer  face  as  despezas  do  exercicio  corrente. 

Depois  de  26  de  Janeiro  de  1897,  ^^^  ^^  ultimo  "relat 
annual  do  meu  predecessor,  sahiram  a  luz  as  publica96es  seguir 

Codigo  de  Nomenclatura  Commercial,  em  inglez,  hespai 
e  portuguez  (edicao  revista). 

Codigo  de  Nomenclatura  Commercial,  em  hespanhol,  in] 
e  portuguez. 

Codigo  de  Nomenclatura  Commercial,  em  portuguez,  hespai 
e  inglez. 

Directorio  Commercial  das  Republicas  Americanas,  1"  vol, 

Servi9o  Diplomatico  e  Consular  das  Republicas  Latino-An 
canas  e  Hawaii  nos  Estados  Unidos. 

Serviijo  Diplomatico  e  Consular  dos  Estados  Unidos.  (Corr- 
ate  29  de  Julho  de  1897.) 

Manual  de  Alaska. 

Manual  de  Guatemala  (revisto). 

Manual  de  Hawaii. 

Direitos  de  Importa9ao  do  Peru,  de  1896. 

Direitos  de  Importa9^o  dos  Estados  Unidos  de  1897  (ingl 

Direitos  de  Importa9ao  dos  Estados  Unidos  de  1897  (iranc 

Direitos  de  Importa9ao  dos  Estados  Unidos  de  1897  (pc 
guez). 

Direitos  de  Importa9ao  dos  Estados  Unidos  de  1897  (he 
nhol). 

Boletins  Mensaes  de  Fevereiro  de  1897,  ^  Janeiro  de  il 
inclusive. 

Directorio  de  periodicos  da  America  latina. 

Lista  official  de  enderecos  da  Secretaria  das  Republicas  A 
ricanas. 

Reciprocidade  e  commercio. 

Commercio  hespano-americano. 

Especifica9oes  para  o  novo  edificio  do  Governo  na  cidad 
Mexico. 

Relacoes  commerciaes  na  America. 

Copias  destas  publica9oes  acompanham  a  este  relatorio,  c 
annexos  I  a  XX,  inclusive. 
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A  obra  mais  importante  do  anno  foi  a  prepara9ao  do  Directorio 
Commercial  das  Republicas  Americanas.  Logo  depois  de  entrar 
DOS  deveres  do  meu  cargo,  fiquei  convencido  de  que  um  dos  meios 
mais  efficazes  para  por  os  febricantes  e  mercadores  dos  differentes 
paizes  em  rela9des  mais  estreitas,  assim  promovendo  as  industrias 
cocommercio,  era  provel-os  de  uma  fonte  de  informa9§o  digna 
de  confian^a  a  respeito  dos  nomec  de  casas  dedicadas  a  ramos 
especiaes  de  commercio  ou  de  industria,  supplementada  de  dados 
mais  recentes  sobre  os  recursos,  commercio,  manufacturas,  usos 
commerciaes,  leis  de  patente  e  de  propriedade,  privilegios  de  nego- 
cio,  direitos  de  altandega,  regulamentos  de  passaportes,  etc.,  das 
Republicas  Americanas  e  das  colonias  das  Antilhas  e  da  America 
Central  e  do  Sul,  com  as  quaes  tem  relacdes  commerciaes. 

Vi  que  uma  obra  desta  natureza  foi  reconhecida  entre  nego- 
ciantes  dos  Estados  Unidos  como  uma  necessidade  immediata  para 
promover  o  commercio  com  os  paizes  latino-americanos.  A  Sec- 
rctaria  publicara  no  passado  directorios  .commerciaes,  os  quaes, 
amda  que  de  utilidade  no  periodo  em  que  se  publicaram,  ja  tor- 
naram-se  antiquados.  Senti  que  a  Secretaria  necessitava  de  uma 
encyclopedia  practica  das  industrias  e  commercio  dos  paizes  de 
^le  secompoe a  Uniao  Intemacional.  De  certo,  uma  tarefa  de  tal 
^gnitude  involveu  grandes  despezas  pela  collec9ao  e  compila9ao 
df  uma  grande  quantidade  de  dados,  sua  traduc9ao  em  hespanhol, 
portugucz  e  francez,  e  a  classifica9ao  de  muitos  milhares  de  nomes. 
nreceu-me,  sobretudo,  ser  indispensavel  que  a  obra  fosse  pre- 
P^rada  com  muito  cuidado,  para  que  fosse  reconhecida  em  todo  o 
"^undo  como  livro  de  consulta.  Era  uma  obra  que,  sob  con- 
^'?oes  ordinarias,  teria  necessitado  longo  tempo,  mas  pela  coope- 
racaoactiva  da  Secretaria  de  Estado,  e  pelo  augmento  no  numero 
^  pessoal  da  Secretaria  para  este  fim,  e  auxilio  valioso  dos  Go- 
vcrnos  interessados,  por  intermedio  de  seus  representantes  em 
^^ashington  e  de  empregados  de  suas  varias  reparti96es  adminis- 
^^tiv'as,  cheguei  a  acabar  e  publicar  o  primeiro  volume,  em  quasi 
^'to  mezes  depois  de  ter  pensado  no  trabalho,  e  quasi  cinco  mezes 
depois  de  comecada  a  obra. 

Primeiramente  propunha-se  publicar  um  so  volume,  mas  achou- 
^  que  a  quantidade  de  dados  valiosos  foi  tao  grande  que  se  exi- 
ginam  dous  volumes.     Actualmente  se  esta  publicando  o  segundo 
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volume  e  este  sahira  a  luz  antes  do  primeiro  de  Mar90.  E/n 
outras  palavras,  terei  a  satisfo9ao  durante  o  primeiro  anno  do  racu 
desempenho  do  cargo  de  Director,  de  ter  levado  a  bom  exito  uma 
obra  que  provara  effectivamente  a  capacidade  da  Secretaria  dc 
realizar  os  objectos  para  os  quaes  foi  estabelecida,  e,  especialmentc, 
de  dar  a  luz  publica9oes  n5o  somente  de  valor  ao  commercio  mas 
tambem  de  importancia  a  economistas,  financeiros  e  legisladorcs 
em  todo  o  mundo.  Quanto  a  isto,  tenho  confian9a  de  que  screi 
absolvido  de  qualquer  accusa9ao  de  egoismo  elogiando  uma  obra 
com  a  qual  tenho  sido  tSo  intimamente  identificado,  pelos  testimu- 
nhos  submettidos  com  este  na  forma  de  grande  numero  de  cartas 
nao  solicitadas  que  foram  recebidas  de  organisa95es  commerciacs 
e  de  homens  de  negocio  (Annexo  XXI). 

Entre  estas  achar-se-hao  cartas  de  recommenda9ao  do  ultimo 
Secretario  de  Estado  dos  Estados  Unidos,  o  Honrado  Richard 
Olney,  que  era  tambem  o  honrado  presidente  de  sua  commissao  c 
um  dos  mais  ardentes  advogados  do  systema  sob  o  qual  a  Secre- 
taria e  administrada ;  do  Honrado  Warner  Miller,  por  muitos 
annos  identificado  com  o  Canal  de  Nicaragua;  do  Sr.  William 
E.  Curtis,  primeiro  Director  da  Secretaria;  do  Sr.  Clinton 
Furbish,  meu  predecessor  immediato;  do  Sr.  Theodore  C. 
Search,  Presidente  da  Associa92Lo  Nacional  de  Manufactureiros; 
d'um  numero  de  homens  de  negocio  bem  conhecidos  que  tern  sido 
identificados  por  muito  tempo  com  o  commercio  da  America  do 
Sul,  e  um  numero  de  Senadores  e  Representantes  do  Congresso 
dos  Estados  Unidos. 

Copias  do  primeiro  volume  do  Directorio  foram  enviadas  no 
dia  11  de  Novembro  de  1897  aos  Presidentes  das  Republicasdc 
que  se  compoe  a  Uniao,  e  no  mesmo  dia  uma  copia  foi  formal- 
mente  apresentada  ao  Presidente  dos  Estados  Unidos  pelos  repre- 
sentantes da  Commissao  Executiva,  incluido  o  Honrado  JohS 
Sherman,  Secretario  de  Estado  dos  Estados  Unidos;  Senhor 
Don  Matias  Romero,  Ministro  do  Mexico  e  o  Senhor  Dr.  Don 
Martin  Garcia  Merou,  Ministro  da  Republica  Argentina.  Um^ 
completa  rela9ao  da  ceremonia  da  apresenta9ao  e  submettida  corn 
este.  (Annexo  XXII.)  Copias  foram  tambem  transmittidas aos 
membros  do  Gabinete  do  Presidente,  os  quaes  accusaram  o  recebi- 
mento  dellas  em  cordeaes  termos  de  apprecia92io,  como  e  evidente 
de  suas  cartas  apresentadas  com  este.     (Annexo  XXII.)     Ainda 
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que  se  creia  que  o  Directorio  possa  ser  sujeito  a  prova  da  mais 
severa  critica,  espera-se  que  nas  edi95es  fiituras  se  tome  ainda  mais 
valioso  aos  grandes  interesses  a  que  foi  destinado.  • 

A  cxperiencia  da  Secretaria  em  connexio  com  a  publica92io  do 
Codigo  da  Nomenclatura  Commercial,  de  que  quasi  a  inteira 
edicao  esta  agora  em  deposito  esperando  compradores,  me  fez 
adoptar  os  methodos  de  prosperas  casas  de  imprensa  de  solicitar 
assignaturas  em  adiantamento,  com  o  resultado  de  ter  vendido  a 
rcparti9ao  commercial  da  Secretaria,  situada  em  New  York,  3,079 
copias  do  Directorio  Commercial  ate  1°  de  Janeiro,  no  valor  de 
$15,395.  O  custo  total  do  Directorio,  incluindo-se  a  compila9ao 
eapublica9ao  de  materia  descriptiva  e  estatistica  e  sua  traduc9ao 
cm  varias  linguas,  e  a  collec9ao  e  classifica95o  de  mais  de  100,000 
nomes de  firmas,  foi  de  cerca  de  48,000.  O  producto  do  Directorio 
montara  approximadamente  a  $20,000,  deixando  $28,000  comoo 
custo  liquido.  Parece-me  que  esta  despeza  e  inteiramente  justifi- 
cada  pelos  grandes  resultados  para  os  interesses  communs,  que 
parecem  ser  assegurados. 

Alem  do  Directorio  Commercial,  que  tem  occupado  tantodo 
tempo  e  das  energias  da  Secretaria,  o  Boletim  Mensal,  que  e  a 
publicacao  official  da  Uniao  Internacional,  foi  muito  ampliado  e 
nielhorado  durante  o  anno  passado.  Ha  uma  edi9So  mensal  de 
7>ooo  copias,  de  que  mais  de  40,000  sSo  circuladas  nos  paizes 
ttino-americanos,  e  as  rendas  provenientes  de  annuncios  augmen- 
taram-se  de  $6,416.14  durante  o  exercicio  findo  em  30  de  Junho 
<ln897,  ^  $13^025.24  durante  os  seguintes  seis  mezes  ate  31  de 
Dezembro  de  1897,  ^^  mais  que  o  dobro  da  renda  do  anno 
interior.  Para  os  seis  mezes  do  1°  de  Janeiro  ate  1°  Julho  de 
^898,  as  rendas  desta  fonte  nao  serao  menores  provavelmente, 
<i«  $30,000. 

Espera-se,  afinal,  que  a  renda  proveniente  de  annuncios  fara 
que 0  Boletim  Mensal  possa  sustentar-se  por  si  mesmo.  NSo  se 
propoe  fazer  do  Boletim  uma  fonte  de  lucro  para  a  Secretaria, 
to  simplesmente  obter  os  meios  para  assegurar  o  melhor  material 
para  suas  paginas  e  estender  sua  circula9ao  para  todos  os  pontos 
^uesao  de  importancia  no  desenvolvimento  do  commercio  inter- 
^cional.  Ver-se-ha  que,  si  se  seguir  este  systema  de  proceder,  o 
Boletim  devera  tomar-se  ultimamente  uma  grande  agencia  para 
promover  os  interesses  dos  manufactureiros  e  negociantes  em  todas 
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as  republicas.  Estava  disposto,  quando  primeiramente  assui^ 
meu  encargo  de  Director  da  Secretaria,  a  duvidar  da  prudcnci 
de  ipserir  no  Boletim  annuncios  pagos,  mas  depois  de  terestudadi 
cuidadosamente  o  assumpto,  fiquei  convencido  de  que  os  benefi- 
cios  que  todas  as  Republicas  Americanas  obteriam  pela  adopcao 
do  systema  resolvido  pela  conferencia  de  representantes  da  Uniaa 
Internacional  celebrada  em  1896,  sustentariam  a  prudencia  da 
resolu9So  tomada  nesta  occasiao. 

Uma  rasao  importante  de  inserir  annuncios  no  Boletim  se  acha 
no  facto  de  que  e  somente  por  meio  de  annuncios  que  o  povo  dc 
um  paiz  pode  obter  informa9ao  sobre  o  commercio,  manufacturas 
e  opportunidades  de  negocio  de  outros  paizes.  Isto  c  demons- 
trado  claramente  pela  experiencia  pratica  da  Secretaria  no  recc- 
bimento  de  cartas  de  um  grande  numero  de  manufactureiros,  mer- 
cadores  e  embarcadores  dos  Estados  Unidos,  que  a  informam  de 
grande  augmento  de  commercio  como  resultadodo  contacto  directo 
entre  vendedor  e  consumidor,  obtido  por  meio  de  annuncios  no 
Boletim.  Achar-se-ha  juntamente  com  este  relatorio  um  numero 
de  cartas  recebidas  de  casas  importantes  dos  Estados  Unidos, 
citando  exemplos  definitivos  de  negocios  obtidos  por  este  meio. 
(Annexo  XXIII.)  Os  beneficios  descriptos,  sao  os  que  se  seguem 
immediatamente  nos  Estados  Unidos,  e  por  isso  creio  que  a  Secre- 
taria tem  direito  de  esperar  o  apoio  proporcionado  deste  paiz ;  mas 
todas  as  na96es  da  UniSo  Internacional  receberao,  sem  duvida,sua 
parte  dos  beneficios  resultantes  do  augmento  de  commercio,  que 
se  pode  esperar  com  confian9a  que  d'ahi  resultara. 

O  Codigo  de  Nomenclatura  Commercial  que  toi  comegado 
pelo  primeiro  Director  da  Secretaria  sob  instruc95es  da  Uniao 
Internacional,  foi  concluido  e  publicado  em  uma  forma  mais  cotir 
veniente  do  que  *a  proposta  primeiramente,  em  tres  volumes,  cm 
inglez,  hespanhol  e  portuguez,  com  os  equivalentes  em  cada  caso 
nas  outras  linguas,  dentro  de  tres  mezes  depois  de  minha  nomea* 
9ao  como  Director.  O  valor  desta  obra,  que  tem  sido  proseguid^ 
por  um  periodo  de  sete  annos,  e  geralmente  reconhecido  entre  o5 
que  se  dedicam  ao  commercio  latino-americano,  e,  no  correr  d(F 
tempo,  sera  possivel  augmental-a  e  aperfei9oal-a.* 

*  Veja-se  o  Boletim  de  Fevereiro,  pagina  1380.  Codigo  de  Nomenclatura  Commci- 
cial  adoptado  pelo  Secretaria  do  Thesouro  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  uso  como  li^ 
de  consulta  nas  alfandegas. 
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Durante  o  verio  passado  a  Secretaria  publicou  manuaes  espe- 
ciaes  do  territorio  de  Alaska  e  de  Hawaii,  por  causa  do  interesse 
popular  provocado  pela  descoberta  de  ouro  n'aquelle  e  pela  pro- 
posta  annexacao  deste  aos  Estados  Unidos,  e  pela  procura  geral 
de  informa9aos  que  se  considerava  que  esta  Secretaria  deveria 
supprfr.     Pode-se  lembrar  que  Hawaii,  ainda  que  nSoseja  formal- 
mente  parte  da    Unao,  foi  incluido  no  primeiro  piano  de  suas 
opera96es,  e  sua  relacao  especial  aos  Estados  Unidos  parece-me 
justificar  sua  inclusao  no  escopo  geral  dos  trabalhos  da  Secretaria. 
Pela  mesma  ras^o,   Hawaii   foi  incorporado  no    i""    volume    do 
Directorio  Commercial.     Mudan9as  nas  tarifas  de  Alfandega  dos 
varios  paizes  de  que  se  compoe  a  Uniao  Internacional,  foram 
promptamente  publicadas  durante  o  anno,  e  edi9oes  especias  das 
novas  leis  de    tarifa  do  Peru  e  dos  Estados  Unidos  foram  pu- 
blicadas.    A  lei  de  tarifa  dos  Estados  Unidos  foi  publicada  em 
hcspanhol,  portuguez  e  francez,  assim  como  em  inglez.     Estao-se 
preparando  edi96es  revistas  dos   Manuaes   do  Brazil,  Columbia, 
Costa  Rica,  Mexico  e  Venezuela,  as  quaes  sahirao  a  luz  em  breve 
maiores  em  forma  e  contendo   informa9oes   estatisticas  as   mais 
recentes. 

Alem  das  publica96es  acima  mencionadas,  a  Secretaria  aug- 
mentou  sens  trabalhos  estabelecendo  uma  reparti9ao  de  infbrma9ao, 
com  o  fim  de  responder  com  a  menor  demora,  e  tao  exacta  e 
«tensamente  como  for  possivel,  a  muitos  pedidos  de  dados  espe- 

• 

ciaes  relativos  as  republicas    latino-americanas    que   Ihe  chegam 

todos  OS  dias.     Desde  o  primeiro  de  Setembro,  quasi  400  cartas 

fcta  natureza  foram  recebidas  e  promptamente  respondidas,  depois 

Je  ter  feito  as  necessarias  investiga96es,  com  o  resultado  de  aug- 

nientar  muito  as  informa96es  de  commerciantes  dos  paizes  inte- 

ressados  quanto  as  condi9oes  de  uma  maior  troca  de  productos 

^tre  elles.     Os  trabalhos  da  Secretaria  tendo  sido  muito  aug- 

nientados,  achava-se  necessario  augmentar  o  numero  de  empre- 

g^dos  para  fazer  face  a  exigencia  especial  da  prompta  publica9ao 

do  Directorio  Commercial.     Depois  de  ter  passado  a  exigencia,  o 

pessoal  foi  reduzido  a  um  numero  quasi  normal ;  mas  quero  dizer 

fencamente   que  a  Secretaria  deve   ter  necessariamente  grande 

numero  de  empregados  e  pagar  salarios  liberaes  si  os  trabalhos 

da  Secretaria  tiverem  de  corresponder  as  necessidades  do  desen- 

volvimento  do  commercio  entre  as    republicas  do   hemispherio 
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occidental.     Alem  d'um  numero  consideravel  de  amanuenses, 
absolutamente   indispensavel    que  a   Secretaria  seja   provida  d 
traductores  efflcientes,  que   possam  traduzir   promptamente  en 
hespanhol,  portuguez  e  francez,  a  grande  quantidade  de  dado 
preparados  para  as  publica96es. 

Alcm  destes,  deveria  ter  as  suas  ordens  os  servi90s  de  pessoa 
habilitadas  a  escrever  sobre  as  condi96es  economicas  que  forman 
a  base  do  desenvolvimento  do  commercio  entre  as  republica 
americanas.  Este  emprehendimento,  que,  com  a  approva9^o  d 
Commissao  Executiva,  me  daria  muito  prazer  proseguir  com  enei 
gia,  exige  talentos  superiores  e  seria  futil  dissimular  o  facto  de  qu 
OS  grandes  propositos  da  Uniao  Intemacional  nao  podem  ser  pre 
movidos  sem  o  dispendio  de  maiores  sommas  do  que  os  pequenc 
recursos  ate  hoje  a  disposi9ao  da  Secretaria.  Isto  e  mais  evident 
quando  consideramos  o  facto  de  que  as  obras  ja  realisadas — in 
perfeitas  e  longe  de  satisfactorias  como  devem  ter  sido  para  c 
meus  predecessores,  ainda  que  reflectissem  grande  credito  sobi 
elles,  levando  em  conta  as  desvantagens  com  que  luctavam — n3 
se  teriam  podido  obter  sem  fundos  muito  em  cxcesso  do  or^ 
mento,  o  qual  nunca  era  mais  de  $36,000  por  anno. 

Investiga96es  mostrarao  que  os  Directores  anteriores  da  Seer 
taria  foram  obrigados  a  recorrerem  a  varios  expedientes  afim  ^ 
poderem  imprimir  as  publica96es  que  sahiram  a  luz  de  tempos 
tempos.  Nao  teria  sido  possivel  imprimir  estas  publica96es  ccf 
OS  fundos  a  disposi9ao  da  Secretaria,  Obteve-se  autorisa9ao  * 
Congresso  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  publicar  os  differentes  nn 
nuaes  e  outras  publica96es  como  documentos  congressionaes,  q^ 
deviam  ser  pagos  do  fundo  geral  de  impressao.  Apezar  disC 
deficits  foram  incorridos  nas  contas  do  impressor  publico,  e 
dcscobriu  recentemente  o  facto  de  que  estes  deficits  montam 
uma  somma  consideravel.  Por  falta  da  autorisa9ao  do  Congres: 
de  que  os  meus  predecessores  gozavam,  fiquei  muito  perplen 
para  determinar  o  modo  pelo  qual  esta  difRculdade  podia  st 
remediada.  Entretanto,  espero  que  este  embara90  seja  ajustac 
satisfactoriamente  pelo  Congresso  dos  Estados  Unidos. 

O  augmento  temporario  do  pessoal  da  Secretaria  augment( 
necessariamente  as  despezas,  e  as  exigencias  dos  trabalhos  des< 
entao  tem  esgotado  o  or9amento  regular  e  taxado  pesadamen 
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OS  fiindos  recebidos  de  annuncios.  Nestas  circumstancias,  chamei 
aatten9ao  do  Secretario  de  Estado  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  o 
assumpto,  e  se  pediu  ao  Congresso  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  votar 
uma  verba  supplementar  de  $41,972  para  fazer  face  as  despezas 
da  Secretaria  durante  os  seis  mezes  findos  em  30  de  Junho  de 
1898.  Esta  verba  foi  votada  sem  opposi95o,  facto  que  demonstra 
a  appreciac^o  pelo  Cogresso  do  valor  practico  dos  trabalhos  da 
Secretaria. 

Tambem  tem-se  recommendado  ao  Congresso  que  fa9a  todo  o 
or^amento  de  $36,000  para  as  despezas  da  Secretaria  para  o  exer- 
cicio  findo  em  30  de  Junho  de  1899.  Quero  dizer,  entretanto, 
que  esta  somma,  na  minha  opiniSo,  esta  longe  de  ser  proporcionada 
as  fiituras  exigencias  da  Secretaria,  e  proponho  aos  representantes 
dos  paizes  de  que  se  compde  a  Un'So  Intemacional,  que  deem 
passes  afim  de  assegurar  a  Secretaria  o  uso  das  quotas  contribuidas 
pelas  outras  republicas,  as  quaes  s§o  actualmeute  entregues  ao 
Thesouro  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  reembolsal-o  da  quanti- 
dade  das  quotas  dos  varios  paizes.  Por  conseguinte,  a  renda  da 
Secretaria  destas  fontes  seria  de  $45,000  ou  $50,000.  Esta  somma 
niesma  nao  seria  sufficiente  para  as  exigencias,  e  espera-se  que  se 
tomem  providencias  para  assegurar  a  Secretaria  fundos  que  corres- 
pondam  a  importancia  e  valor  pratico  de  seus  trabalhos. 

Um  dos  objectos  que  tenho  tido  em  vista  desde  o  momento  em 
que  reconheci  as  capacidades  da  Secretaria,  tem  sido  a  coopera92Lo 
activade  todos  os  membros  da  UniSo  Intemacional,  nao  somente 
^cooperac^io  dos  Governos  destes  paizes  aos  quaes  devo  apoio 
^alioso,  mas  a  dos  interesses  industriaes  e  commerciaes  de  toda  a 
dasse.  Parece-me  que  este  objecto  podia  ser  servido  pela  nomea- 
?^o  de  commissarios  que  representassem  a  Secretaria,  sem 
rfniunera9ao,  nos  principaes  centros  industriaes  e  commerciaes 
dos  varios  paizes.  Seria  encargo  especial  da  Secretaria  fornecer 
^stes  representantes  com  informa96es  exactas  sobre  as  opportuni- 
"3des  e  0  desenvolvimento  do  commercio,  o  estado  dos  mercados, 
^  exigencias  dos  consumidores,  etc.,  dos  outros  paizes,  e  os  com- 
niissarios,  por  outro  lado,  contribuiriam  para  a  Secretaria,  de  suas 
respectivas  localidades,  com  grande  quantidade  de  dados  valiosos, 
^  tambem  poderiam  chamar  a  atten9ao  de  negociantes  de  sua 
localidadc  para  os  trabalhos  da  Secretaria.     Espero  que  esta  idea 
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seja  approvada  pela  Commissao  Executiva  e  que  possa  ter  su; 
coopera9ao  no  que  me  parece  ser  meio  pratico  e  valioso  par 
promover  as  rela9oes  commerciaes. 

Tenho  o  prazer  de  communicar  a  Commissao  Executiva  qu 
a  Secretaria,  de  accordo  com  a  recommenda9ao  da  Commissao 
por  intermedio  dos  representantes  dos  paizes  latino-americanos  nc 
Estados  Unidos,  e  dos  ministros  dos  Estados  Unidos  junto  aqucUa 
Republicas,  obteve  para  as  publica9oes  da  Secretaria  os  privilcgic 
de  porte  franco  nas  Republicas  de  Costa  Rica,  Equador,  Guatc 
mala,  Haiti,  Honduras,  Nicaragua,  e  Venezuela.  Reconheci 
importancia  desta  concessao  logo  depois  de  encarregar-me  dc 
negocios  da  Secretaria,  e  quero  declarar  minha  aprecia9ao  pel 
promptidao  com  que  meu  pedido  foi  concedido  pelas  difFerentc 
Republicas.  Anteriormente  o  Mexico  era  o  unico  paiz  da  Unia 
Internacional  que  tinha  concedido  privilegios  de  porte  franco  i 
publica96es  e  correspondencia  da  Secretaria.  Espero  que  mx 
tarde,  todos  os  paizes  da  Uniao  Internacional  sejam  incluidc 
neste  arranjo,  pelo  qual  se  faz  grande  economia  nas  despezas  c 
Secretaria. 

Uma  das  evidencias  mais  animadores  da  cfescente  apreciac^ 
dos  trabalhos  da  Secretaria  tem  sido  o  interesse  activo  mostrac 
pelas  grandes  organisa9oes  commerciaes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  ta* 
como  a  Associa9ao  Nacional  de  Manufactureiros,  o  Museu  c 
Philadelphia,  as  associa95es  de  exportacSo  de  New  York,  o  CIl. 
Hespanhol  de  St.  Louis  e  outras  organisa95es.  Estas  difFerenr 
organisa95es  esfor9aram-se  por  muito  tempo  para  promover  relac^ 
commerciaes  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  e  os  paizes  sul-americanc 
O  Museu  de  Philadelphia  deu  evidencia  notavel  de  sua  libera- 
dade  e  iniciativa  na  viagem  que  homens  de  negocio  da  Ameri- 
do  Sul  fizeram  nos  Estados  Unidos  no  verao  passado,  a  qual  fe 
o  resultado  de  seus  esfor9os  especiaes,  e  a  Associa9ao  Nacional  • 
Manufactureiros  recentemente  deu  um  passo  de  grande  impc 
tancia  no  estabelecimento  d'um  armazen  de  amostras  em  Caracs 

Todas  estas  organisa96es  reconhecem  o  facto  de  que  esta  Seer 
taria  podia  tornar-se  instrumento  poderoso,  nao  para  antccip; 
ou  substituir  seus  trabalhos,  mas  para  assistil-os  por  esfor90S  inte 
ligentes  e  bem  dirigidos.  Minha  idea  da  Secretaria  e  a  d 
grande  agencia  para  promover  emprezas  particulares  ou  incorp< 
radas  e  remover  obstaculos  contra  ellas.     Os  negocios  que  tei 
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sido  iiitroduzidos  na  administra9^o  da  Secretaria  fbram  somente 
OS  que  fevorecem  este  fim.  Seria  infeliz,  na  minha  opiniao,  si  os 
trahalhos  da  Secretaria  combatessem  desnecessariamente  os  de 
qualquer  agencia  organisada  para  promover  o  commercio.  Todas 
estas  agencias  devem  ser  fomentadas  e  desenvolvidas,  e  estou  certo 
deque  se us* interesses  serSio  promovidos  de  melhor  modo  coope- 
nindo  com  a  Secretaria  nos  seus  esfor9os  de  infundir  intelligencia 
c  energia  no  commercio  entre  os  varios  paizes.  O  que  contribue 
para  augmentar  os  recursos  e  a  influencia  da  Secretaria,  resultara, 
afinal,  no  beneficio  de  todos  aquelles  que  querem  tomar  maior 
parte  no  commercio  das  difFerentes  Republicas.  Pela  mesma 
rasao,  a  Secretaria  e  interessada  nas  varias  emprezas  para  celebrar 
exposi96es  das  industrias  e  commercio  dos  differentes  paizes  da 
Uniao,  para  estabelecer  museus  de  artigos  manufacturados  e  outros 
proiuctos,  augmentar  as  agencias  de  informa9ao  commercial  e  nas 
emprezas  analogas. 

Nesta  connexao  quero  chamar  especialmente  a  atten9ao  para  a 
Exposi9ao  Trans-Mississip'piana,  que  tera  lugar  em  Omaha  du- 
rante o  proximo  verao;  para  a  Exposi9ao  Pan-Americana  que  tera 
lugar  cm  1899,  em  Buffalo,  e  solicita  o  apoio  generoso  da  Uniao 
Intemacional ;  e  para  a  Exposi9ao  de  Paris  em  19CX),  assim  como 
para  as  exposi9oes  projectadas  nos  varios  paizes  da  Uniao.  Na 
niinha  opiniSo,  a  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas  deve  ser 
r^resentada  nestas  exposi9oes  e  esta  exigencia  fornece  outra  rasao 
para  grande  augmento  dos  recursos  da  Secretaria.  Recommendo 
^ste  assumpto  a  atten9ao  especial  da  Commissao  Executiva,  e 
^^ria  agradecido  si  tivesse  uma  declara9ao  formal  de  sua  ap- 
P^ova^ao  do  piano  indicado. 

'-'utro  assumpto  que  me  tem  attrahido  a  atten9ao  e  interessado, 

^  propor9ao  que  me  tenho  familiarisado  com  as  condi96es  praticas 

"^commercio  entre  os  differentes  paizes  deste  hemispherio,  e  a 

'"'^cessidade  absoluta  de  tratados  de  reciprocidade  para  o  desen- 

^^'vimento    do   commercio   entre    os   paizes   americanos.     Este 

^Umpto,  como  sabe  a  Commissao  Executiva,  esta  recebendo  a 

p^n^Jo  d'um    enviado  plenipotenciario   especial    dos     Estados 

^idos,  e  espero  que  seus  trabalhos  tenham  resultados  praticos 

P^^  todos  OS  paizes  da  UniSo  Intemacional.     Nao  se  pode  duvi- 

T^r  que  os  fabricantes  dos  Estados  Unidos  desejam  celebrar  arran- 

•'^  desta  natureza,  que  os  ponham  nas  condi95es  de  venderem 
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seus  productos  nos  paizes  do  sul,  e  sua  influencia  sera  manifesta^^i^ 
sem  duvida,  para  com  aquellas  concessdes  que  derem  aos  pai^^ 
latino-americanos   as    maiores   sahidas   para   seus   productos  r%^^ 
Estados  Unidos.     Parece-me   meu  dever  especial  auxiliar  es^ 
emprehendimento  tanto  quanto  poder,  e  sinto  muita  satisfa9ao,  ef^^ 
notar  muitas  indica96es  de  semelhante  sentimento,  n3o  somenr^^ 
nos    Estados   Unidos,    mas   tambem    nas   republicas    da    Uniic^^ 
Internacional. 

Sinto  profundamente  que  o  estado  da  minha  saude  durante  os 
ultimos  seis  mezes  me  impedisse  de  proseguir  os  pianos  com  a 
energia  que  minha  continua  presen9a  no  lugar  ter-me-hia  permit- 
tido  exercer.     Espero,  entretanto,  que  nenhuns  dos  interesses  da 
Secretaria  tenham   sofFrido,  mas,  pelo  contrario,  que    se    achem 
efFectivamente  adiantados.     Quando  me  for  restabelecida  a  saude, 
ser-me-ha  causa  de  muito  prazer  assumir  de  novo  os  meus  deveres, 
e  sentir  que  tenho  conquistado  sua  approvacao  e  que  possoconfiar 
na  sua  coopera9So,  augmentando  os  trabalhos  da  Secretaria  e  diri- 
gindo-os   de    modo   que    sejam  realisados  os  pianos  judiciosos  e 
liberaes  da  Uniao  Internacional. 

Remetto  juntamente  com  este,  uma  rela9ao  da  receita  e  despeza 
da  Secretaria  ate  1°  de  Janeiro  de  1898.     (Annexo  XXIV.) 

Com  gratidao  ao  honrado  presidtnte  e  distinctos  membros  da 
Commissao  Executiva,  pelos  conselhos  e  servi9os  prestados  nos 
momentos  criticos  dos  negocios  da  Secretaria  durante  o  anno  pas- 
sado. 

Tenho  a  honra  de  ser,  obediente  servidor, 

Joseph   P.  Smith,  THrector.* 

[Annexes.] 

I-XX.   Publica96es  da  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas. 
XXI.   Cartas  de  rccommendagao  do  Directorio  Commercial. 

XXII.  Conta  da   ceremonia  da  aprescnta^ao    do    Directorio  Commercial    ao 

Presidcnte  dos  Estados  Unidos,  incluindo  a  carta  de  transmissao  e  as 
cartas  dos  Membros  do  Gabinete  relativas  a  elle. 

XXIII.  Cartas  de  homens  de  negocio  relativas  i  inser^ao  de  annuncios  no  Bole- 

TIM  Mensal. 

XXIV.  Receita  e  despeza  da  Secretaria. 

Omittem-se  estes  annexos  por  falta  de  espago. 

^O  Sr.  Smith  estava  tao  enfermo  quando  este  relatorio  Ihe  foi  submettido,  que  nflo 
poude  examinal'G.  Como  se  explicou  acima,  o  relatorio  foi  preparado  de  accordo 
com  as  notas  escritas  por  elle. 


Li  *:  * 
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ANNUNCIOS  NO  BOLETIM. 

A  seguinte  circular  que  explica  a  ac9ao  da  Commissao  Execu- 
tivaaorescindir  o  contracto  celebrado  com  o  Sr.  Charles  E.  Locke, 
ate  agora  agente  de  annuncios  da  Secretaria,  foi  enviada  aos  annun- 
ciantes  no  Boletim  Mensal,  publica96es  commerciaes,  commer- 
ciantes  eminentes,  etc. 

Secretaria  das  Republic  as  American  as, 
Uniao  Intern  acional  das  Republicas  American  as, 

Washington,  E,  U.  da  A,,  j  de  Mar^o  de  J8g8, 

Senhor:  Sois  informado  por  esta  de  que  n'uma  reuniao  da  Commissao  Exe- 

CDtiva  da  Uniao  Internacional  das  Republicas  Americanas,  que  teve  lugar  no  dia 

1%  de  Fevereiro,  fui  nomeado  Director  da  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas, 

por  um  periodo  que  nSo  exceda  o  exercicio  findo  em  30  de  Junho  de  1898,  afim 

de  reorganizar  os  negocios  da  Secretaria.     Nesta  reuniao  recebi  instrucg5es  de 

rcscindir  0  contracto  celebrado  com  o  Sr.  Charles  E.  Locke,  para  solicitar,  em 

commissao,  annuncios  e  assignaturas  para  as  publicagSes  da  Secretaria,  por  se  ter 

visto  que  este  methodo  de  conduzir  os  negocios  da  Secretaria  causava  gastos 

muito  em  excesso  das  receitas,  e  tambem  punha  em  conflicto  os  interesses  das 

pablica^oes  commerciaes  e  casas  editoras  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  esta  Secretaria. 

O  objecto  primordial  da  Commissao  Executiva,  que,  como  sabeis,  6  composta 

dos  representantes  das  Republicas  latino-americanas  e  dos  Estados  Unidos,  foi 

obter  fundos  dos  annuncios  que  augmentassem  a  utilidade  da  Secretaria  sem 

envolver  os  governos  interessados  em  gastos  addicionaes. 

Cre-se  que  se  podem  servir  estes  interesses  sem  prejudicar  os  de  particulares 
no  paiz,  si  se  continuar  recebendo  annuncios  para  o  Boletim  Mensal  da  Secre- 
taria, fazendo  a  dita  public§93o  t3o  valiosa  que  mere9a  o  apoio  n3o  s6mente  das 
casas  de  conmiercio  que  solicitam  mercados  nos  paizes  latin o-americanos  e  dos 
exportadores  destes  paizes  que  desejam  vender  seus  productos  nos  Estados 
Unidos,  mas  tambem  das  publicagdes  commerciaes  e  de  todos  os  outros  interesses 
que  possam  receber  beneficios  com  o  desenvolvimento  do  commercio  com  a 
America-latina. 

Este  ramo  dos  trabalhos  da  Secretaria  ainda  nao  tem  sido  aperfei^oado  quanto 
aos  detalhes;  mas,  entretanto,  solicito  a  V.  S.  respeitosamente  que  estude  com 
atcen^ao  o  assumpto.  Muito  me  agradaria  poder  contar  com  seu  apoio  nos 
meos  esforgos  para  levar  ao  cabo  o  que,  tenho  o  conhecimento  pessoal,  era  o 
piano  do  finado  Director,  Joseph  P.  Smith,  estabelecendo  esta  Secretaria  sobre 
am  piano  digno  e  fazendo-a  uma  agencia  activa  para  o  desenvolvimento  do 
commercio  entre  as  Republicas  Americanas. 

Sou  com  respeito,  Frederic  Emory, 

Director. 
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RELAgOES   COMMERCIAES    ENTRE  OS   PAIZE5 

AMERICANOS.— IX* 

RECURSOS  INTERIORES  DA  AMERICA  CENTRAL. 

No  numero  do  Boletim  Mensal  correspondente  ao  mez  dc 
Fevereiro,  tratou-se  dos  recursos  naturaes  do  Mexico.  Vamos 
agora  fallar  dos  da  America  Central,  que  e  uma  das  tres  grandes 
seccoes  em  que  se  divide  nosso  continente. 

Com  uma  extensao  territorial  quasi  igual  a  da  Fran9a,  a  America 
Central  contem  apenas  uma  popula9ao  menor  que  a  da  Belgica 
cujo  territorio  e  muito  mais  pequeno  que  o  da  Republica  de  Costi 
Rica.  Tendo  um  solo  muito  rico  que  da  em  abundancia  todo 
OS  productos  da  zona  tropical,  com  uma  posi9ao  geographica  sen 
rival,  gozando  d'um  clima  suave  e  saudavel,  com  um  immens 
littoral  sobre  ambos  os  mares  e  com  a  perspectiva  d'um  can- 
interoceanico  atraves  de  seu  territorio,  a  America  Central  est 
destinada  a  um  futuro  brilhante  e  a  ser  um  dos  grandes  impori^ 
do  commercio  universal. 

A  falta  de  boas  vias  de  communica92lo  entre  os  cinco  Estadc^ 
tem  impedido,  ate  certo  ponto,  o  desenvolvimento  d'aquelle  bcl^ 
paiz.  Mas  durante  os  ultimos  annos  tem-se  notado  grande  act: 
vidade  na.  construc9ao  de  estradas  de  ferro,  e,  ainda  que  ate  hqj 
estas  se  limitem  ao  trafico  interior  de  cada  sec9ao,  mais  tari 
unirao  as  sec9oes  e  dar^io  em  resultado  um  grande  impulse 
industria,  agricultura  e  ao  commercio. 

As  principaes  estradas  de  ferro  que  actualmente  existem  n: 
America  Central  sSo  estas :  em  Guatemala,  a  Estrada  de  Ferr< 
do  Sul  que  parte  do  porto  de  San  Jose,  no  Pacifico,  passa  po 
Escuintla  e  termina  na  capital  depois  de  ter  percorrido  uma  dij 
tancia  de  75  milhas;  a  Estrada  de  Ferro  Occidental,  que  ter 
41  milhas  de  extensao  e  une  San  Felipe  com  o  porto  de  Charr 
perico;  um  ramal  da  Estrada  de  Ferro  do  SuU  entre  Escuintla 
Patulul;  uma  linha  de  Iztapa  a  esta9ao  de  Naranjo,na  Estrada  d 
Ferro  Central  ou  do  Sul,  e  um  ramal  da  Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Nod 
de    1 29  milhas  de  extensao,  de  Puerto  Barrios  a  Rancho  de  Sa 

'"'O  primeiro  artigo  desta  serie  escripto  por  Joseph  P.  Smith,  finado  Director,  f 
publicado  no  Boletim  Mensal  de  Julho  de  1897.  A  serie  serd  continuada  por  difl 
rentes  contribuidores  nas  linhas  cstabclecidas  pelo  Senhor  Smith. 
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Augustin.    No  Salvador  ha  a  linha  ferrea  que  vai  do  porto  de 

Acajutla  a  cidade  de  Santa  Anna,  e  de  Armenia  a  Ceiba,  e  a  de 

Santa  Tecla  a  capital.     Honduras  tern  uma  estrada  de  ferro  que 

line  Puerto  Cortez  com  San  Pedro  Sula.     Em  Nicaragua  existe 

uma  boa  linha  ferrea  dividida  em  duas  sec9oes.     A  primeira  corre 

de  Corinto  a  Momotombo,  sobre  o  lago  de  Managua,  por  uma 

distancia  de  58  milhas,  e  a  segunda  que  e  de  32  milhas,  vai  de 

Granada  a  capital,  que  tambem  esta  situada  na  margem  do  mesmo 
'ago.   A  communica9ao  entre  este  ultimo  ponto  e  Momotombo 

se  frz  por  meio  de  vapores  pequenos,  mas  muito  commodos  e 

l>em  construidos. 

Costa  Rica  tem  duas  estradas  de  ferro  abertas  ao  trafico,  uma 
para  0  Atlantico  e  outra  para  o  Pacifico.  A  primeira  e  de  maior 
importancia,  porque  une  a  capital  com  o  porto  de  Limon,  que  e  o 
principal  da  Republica  e  um  dos  melhores  da  America  Central. 
Esta  linha  tem  uma  extensSo  de  117  milhas  e  termina  em  Alajuela. 
A  outra  estrada  de  ferro  corre  de  Esparta  ao  porto  de  Puntare- 
fias,  e  c  somente  de  14%  milhas.  Entre  as  estradas  de  ferro  que 
^  estao  construindo  na  America  Central,  devem  ser  mencionadas 
^seguintes:  Em  Guatemala,  a  Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Norte,  entre 
"ucrto  Barrios  e  a  capital  da  Republica,  uma  parte  da  qual  ja 
^^  terminada ;  no  Salvador  esta  para  concluir-se  uma  estrada  de 
terro  do  porto  da  UniSLo  a  capital,  que  tera  mais  de  200  kilometros 
de  extensao,  e  que  passara  pelas  principaes  cidades  do  oriente. 
iambem  se  esta  construindo  a  sec9ao  de  Ceiba  a  Santa  Tecla. 
^^  Nicaragua  estao  muito  adiantados  os  trabalhos  na  estrada  de 
^erro  de  Masaya  a  Diriamba,  que  atravessa  uma  das  partes  do  paiz 
^w  se  produz  o  melhor  cafe,  e  em  Costa  Rica  tem-se  come9ado 
^  construc9ao  da  estrada  de  ferrp  ao  Pacifico. 

^s  principaes  productos  da  America  Central  sao  cafe,  assucar, 
^^30,  anil,  milho,  tabaco,  borracha,  couros,  madeiras  de  construc- 
?^o»  paus  de  tinturaria,  e  todas  as  fructas  tropicaes,  entre  as  quaes 
^c^pa  0  principal  lugar  a  banana.  O  cafe  da  America  Central  c 
lamoso  eni  todos  os  mercados  do  mundo.  Seu  cultivo  tem  sido 
aesenvolvido  nos  ultimos  annos  de  uma  maneira  maravilhosa  e  con- 
tinua  augmentando,  apesar  de  que  o  pre90  do  artigo  tem  baixado 
^onsideravelmente.  Em  Guatemala  e  Costa  Rica  a  colheita  de 
cate  representa  a  maior  parte  da  produc9ao  nacional.  Na  pri- 
^^Tadestas  republicas  havia  em  1892  uma  extensao  de  mais  de 
9^caballerias  dedicadas  ao  cultivo  do  cafe,  e  o  numero  de  arvores 
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era  entflo  de  64,186,922.    A  colheita  montou  a  36,090,464  libn 
naquelle  anno. 

O  cafe  e  o  grande  producto  de  Costa  Rica,  aonde  foi  levac 
pela  primeira  vez  em  1796,  e  o  que  se  produz  naquelle  paiz  e  c 
superior  qualidade,  como  se  prova  pelos  altos  pre9os  que  te 
obtido  nos  mercados  da  Europa,  principalmente  na  Inglaten 
Exportam-se  annualmente  cerca  de  40,cx)0,ocx)  libras.  Na  Exp 
sicao  de  Chicago  houve  75  expositores  de  cafe  de  Costa  Rica,  d< 
quaes  ^^  receberao  medalhas,  propor9ao  que  nSo  conseguiu  obt 
nenhum  dos  outros  paizes  que  figuraram  naquella  grande  exposi93 
No  Salvadar  o  cafe  se  da  em  todos  os  districtos  da  Republic 
Nos  planaltos  do  interior  de  Honduras  se  da  cafe  de  exccUen 
qualidade,  e  ainda  que  ate  agora  a  produc9ao  tenha  sido  limitad 
todo  indica  que  dentro  de  pouco  tempo  augmentara  notavelmeni 
N  'um  relatorio  que  dirigiu  a  Secretaria  de  Estado  em  data  de  6  c 
Fevereiro  de  1897,  ^^erca  do  cultivo  de  cafe  em  Nicaragua, 
Ministro  Baker  expressa-se  como  se  segue: 

"  Para  illustrar  o  desenvolvimento  da  industria  do  cate  nes 
sec92lo  (Matagalpa),  cbservarei  que  quando  cheguei  a  este  paiz,  I 
quatro  annos,  nao  havia  aqui  mais  que  vinte  e  oito  americam 
contando  homens,  mulheres  e  crian9as.  Actualmente  ha  un 
colonia  de  noventa  americanos.  *  *  *  Em  1893  o  numc 
de  cafeeiros  calculava-se  em  menos  de  50,000,  e  destes  mui 
poucos  davam  fructo;  hoje  existem  mais  de  7,000,000  arvon 
Si  a  esta9ao  for  boa,  cre-se  que  a  colheita  do  anno  vindouro  mo 
tara  a  4,000,000  libras,  devido  a  que  os  novos  cafeeiros  vao  com 
9ar  a  dar  fructo.  O  capital  americano  empregado  em  Matagal| 
em  1893,  nao  ^^cedia  de  $50,000  em  moedados  Estados  Unidc 
Hoje,  as  companhias  americanas  tem  empregado  a  quantia  < 
$405,000  e  OS  particulares  a  somma  de  $i5C,ooo,  o  que  somr 
um  total  de  $560,000  (ouro). 

Segundo  dados  subministrados  pela  Reparti92io  de  Estatisti 
da  Secretaria  do  Thesouro  dos  Estados  Unidos,  as  exporta95es 
cafe  da  America  Central  para  este  paiz  foram  em  1897  como 
segue : 

De  Costa  Rica $3>439»3 

De  Guatemala 1,862,^ 

De  Honduras 847»* 

De  Nicaragua 1 , 262,7 

Do  Salvador 1,112,5 
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Todas  estas  quantias  s^o  em  ouro  americano. 

0  cacao  da  America  Central  e  justamente  tamoso  e  o  de  Gua- 
temala e  o  melhor  do  mundo,.  mas  quasi  todo  e  consumido  no 
paiz,  e,  por  conseguinte,  n^io  constitue  um  artigo  importante  de 
exporta9ao. 

A  cria9ao  de  gado  e  uma  das  grandes  industrias  da  America 
Central,  e  de  todos  os  cinco  Estados,  Honduras  e  provavelmente 
oque  reune  as  maiores  vantagens  para  esta  industria,  ainda  que 
Guatemala  e  Nicaragua  as  offerecem  tambem  em  grande  escala. 

0  tabaco  da  America  Central  e  tao  bom  como  o  do  Mexico, 
e  OS  charutos  de  Salvador  gozam  de  grande  e  hem  merecida 
rcputa9ao. 

A  banana  e  um  dos  productos  mais  importantes  da  America 
Central.  E  uma  planta  de  cultivo  facillimo  e  da  muito  fructo 
com  pequenos  esfor90S.  A  exportac^o  deste  artigo  de  varios 
pontos  da  costa  centro-americana  sobre  o  Atlantico,  tem  crescido 
niuito  e  augmenta  de  anno  em  anno.  Toda  a  colheita  e  embar- 
cada  para  os  Estados  Unidos,  e  ha  linhas  de  vapores  que  se 
dedicam  a  este  trafico  quasi  exclusivamente. 

A  America  Central  e  um  dos  paizes  do  novo  mundo  mais  rico 
I  cm  mineraes,  e  se  encontra  em  todas  as  partes,  ouro,  prata,  ferro, 
cobre,  chumbo,  azougue,  carvao  de  pedra,  etc.  A  explora9ao  de 
n^mas  de  ouro  constitue  uma  grande  industria,  na  qual  estSo  in- 
teressadas  muitas  companhias  estrangeiras.  Honduras  e  talvez  o 
paiz  centro-americano  que  contem  o  maior  numero  de  minas,  e 
sua  riqueza  mineral  e  incalculavel ;  mas  tambem  Guatemala, 
'Nicaragua  e  Costa  Rica  occupam  um  lugar  muito  importante  por 
^us  depositos  de  ouro  e  de  outros  metaes.  A  explora9^o  destes 
^^positos  n5o  tem  chegado  ainda  a  seu  completo  desenvolvimento 
ctudoparece  indicar  que  o  que  ate  agora  se  conhece  da  grande 
nqueza  metallifera  da  America  Central  parecera  muito  pouco 
<luando  se  tiver  descoberto  o  que  ainda  esta  por  se  conhecer. 

Larga  tarefa  seria  enumerar  um  por  um  todos  os  productos  que 
^a  0  privilegiado  solo  da  America  Central,  mas  o  que  ja  contamos, 
^^tra  quao  rica  e  aquella  terra,  que  habitada  hoje  apenas  por 
Nco  mais  de  3,000,000  de  seres  humanos,  podendo  conter  abun- 
^^cniente  30,000,000,  produz,  em  propor9ao  a  sua  populacao, 
^nto  como  os  paizes  mais  productores  do  globo. 
Ball.  No.  9 10 
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O  commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  os  paizes  centro-ameri 
canos  augmentou-se  muito  nos  ultimos  annos.  Segundo  os  dadc 
subministrados  pela  Reparti9ao  de  Estatistica  da  Secretaria  d 
Thesouro  dos  Estados  Unidos,  as  exporta96es  deste  paiz  para 
America  Central  durante  o  exercicio  de  1896-97,  foram  s 
seguintes : 

Para  Costa  Rica $1, 292,7c 

Para  Guatemala 2,992,  i  1 

Para  Honduras 699,68 

Para  Nicaragua i  ,038,66 

Para  Salvador   1,596,86 

As  importacoes  nos  Estados  Unidos  procedentes  destcs  paizt 
no  mesmo  periodo  foram  as  seguintes: 

Dc  Costa  Rica $3.439>5  > 

De  Guatemala 1,862,5  i 

De  Honduras 847,2  ' 

De  Nicaragua i,262,7< 

Do  Salvador 1 , 1 1 2,5  : 

A  America  Central  ofFerece  vasto  campo  ao  espirito  de  emprc^ 
do  povo  americano.  Sens  portos  estao  em  constante  commur 
cacao  com  os  dos  Estados  Unidos  no  Atlantico  e  no  Pacific: 
As  principaes  linhas  de  navega9ao  entre  este  paiz  e  os  Estad< 
centro-americanos  s^o  a  "  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Line,"  cuj< 
vapores  sahem  de  San  Francisco  da  California  e  tocam  em  tod* 
OS  portos  da  America  Central  sobre  o  Pacifico ;  a  linha  Atlas,  cuj 
vapores  vao  a  Limon,  em  Costa  Rica,  a  Puerto  Barrios,  em  Gu 
temala,  e  a  San  Juan  del  Norte,  em  Nicaragua;  a  "  Panama  Ra 
road  Steamship  Line,"  que  faz  viagens  regulares  entre  New  Yoi 
e  Colon,  em  Columbia,  e  cujos  vapores  fazem  connexao  com  < 
da  Pacific  Mail  que  navegam  entre  Panama  e  os  portos  centr 
americanos;  a  "New  York  and  Central  American  Steamshi 
Line,"  que  vai  de  New  York  a  Puerto  Barrios;  a  "  New  Orlear 
Belize  Royal  Mail  and  Central  American  Steamship  Compan 
Limited,"  de  New  Orleans  a  Puerto  Barrios;  a  "Royal  Mi 
Steamship  Co.,"  que  tem  vapores  que  v^io  semanalmente  de  N^ 
Orleans  a  Puerto  Cortez,  e  algumas  outras. 

Pela  sua  proximidade  aos  Estados  Unidos,  a  America  Centf 
tem  naturalmente  de  estreitar  cada  dia  mais  suas  rela96es  coC 
merciaes  com  este   paiz,  pois  produzindo-sc  aqui  tio  bcm  C 
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mdhor  que  na  Europa  todos  os  artigos  que  se  consomem  nos 
cinco  Estados,  nao  parece  existir  raz^o  alguma  para  que  vao  a 
buscal-os  ao  outro  lado  do  Atlantic©.  Si  ate  hoje  o  commercio 
daqudles  paizes  com  os  Estados  Unidos  nao  tern  toda  a  impor- 
tancia  que  deveria  ter,  e  que  tera  em  dia  n^o  distante,  isto  e  devido, 
era  grandc  parte,  a  que  todavia  nao  se  comprehende  bem  em 
alguns  pontos  da  America  Central  o  que  vale  a  industria  norte- 
amcricana.  Os  fabricantes  deste  paiz  n^Lo  se  tern  esfor9ado  bastante, 
talvcz,  em  dar  a  conhecer  seus  productos  aos  commerciantes  cen- 
tro-americanos,  e,  por  conseguinte,  nao  e  de  estranhar  que,  acostu- 
mados  cstes  por  muitos  annos  a  commerciar  com  a  Europa,  conti- 
nuem  fazcndo-o  em  consideravel  escala,  apezar  da  distancia  que 
scpara  a  America  Central  dos  mercados  do  velho  mundo. 

Quando  se  tem  estabelecido  uma  corrente  commercial  e  difficil 
tarefa  desvial-a,  e  isto  somente  pode  conseguir-se  por  meio  de  gran- 
ges c  constantes  esfor90S,  que  mostrem  aos  consumidores  as  van- 
tagens  que  um  novo  mercado  ofFerece  sobre  os  velhos.  Alem 
d'isso,  scndo  o  commercio  questSto  de  interesse  e  nlo  de  sentimento, 
a  rcciprocidade  e  indispensavel  para  seu  desenvolvimento,  porque 
cada  paiz  sempre  procura  o  que  necessite  daquelle  que  em  sua  vez 
tome  em  trcx:a  seus  productos.  No  dia  em  que  os  commerciantes 
centro-americanos  chegarem  a  convencer-se  de  que  os  artigos  que 
^xportam  podem  ser  vendidos  mais  vantajosamente  nos  Estados 
Unidos  que  na  Europa,  e  de  que  podem  comprar  neste  paiz  aos 
niesmos  pre9os  e  em  iguaes  condi9oes  mercadorias  tao  boas  como 
^que  compram  na  Fran9a,  Inglaterra,  e  Allemanha,por  exemplo, 
^  ainda  melhores,  todo  o  commercio  da  America  Central  far-se-ha 
Com  este  paiz,  porque  a  distancia  que  separa  os  portos  centro- 
Americos  dos  grandes  centros  industriaes  da  Europa,  faria  impos- 
sivel  a  concurrencia  por  parte  destes. 

A  distancia  de  New  York  ao  porto  de  Limon,  em  Costa  Rica, 
^  de  2,025  n^ilhas,  e  de  New  Orleans  ao  mesmo  ponto  somente  de 
^'340-  De  San  Francisco  a  Puntarenas,  em  Costa  Rica,  ha  2,793 
^ilhas,  e  sendo  esta  a  republica  centro-americana  que  esta  mais  ao 
^^'1  e  claro  que  seus  portos  est^o  um  pouco  mais  distantes  dos 
'estados  Unidos  que  os  de  Guatemala,  Salvador,  Honduras  c 
^^icaragua.  Comtudo,  comparem-se  as  referidas  distancias  com  as 
^^e  estio  entre  o  littoral  centro-americano  sobre  o  Atlantico  e  os 
portos  da  Inglaterra,  Fran9a,  e  AUemanha,  edesde  logo  se  notara 
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a  vantajosa  posi9ao  dos  Estados  Unidos,  tratando-se  docomraerci 

com  a  America    Central.     O  estabelecimento   d'uma  exposidi 

permanente  de  manufacturas  americanas  na  America  Central,  com 

a  que  se  tem  aberto  na  capital  de  Venezuela,  contribuiria  notave 

mente  ao  objecto  em  referencia.     Seria  assim  mesmo  de  grand 

utilidade  enviar  agentes  commerciaes  competentes,  conhecidori 

do  paiz,  de  seus   gostos,  e  de  seu  idioma,  que  mostrassem  d'urr 

maneira  pratica  ao  povo  centro-americano  que  os  Estados  Unidc 

podem  fornecer-lhes  todos  os  artigos  que  Ihes  ofFerece  a  Europa. 

Mas  ha  um  ponto  sobre  o  qual  nSo  se  pode  insistir  demasiad- 

e  e  o  dos  creditos,  que  sao  a  base  do  commercio  entre  as  na^S* 

latino-am ericanas  e  as  europeas.     Emquanto  que  os  commerciant- 

da  America  Central  nao  puderem  obter  nos  Estados  Unidos  • 

mesmos  prazos  que  obtem  na  Europa  para  fazer  seus  pagamentc 

nao  se  conseguira  o  objecto  desejado.     E  e  bom  que  isto  se  tcnl 

sempre  presente,  porque  c  o  ponto  de  partida  de  toda  a  questa 

E  indubitavel  que  apezar  dos  obstaculos  com  que  tem  luctado, 

desenvolvimento  commercial  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  e  a  Ameri* 

Central,   faz-se  sentir  cada  dia  mais.     Mas  si  os  mercados  d 

Estados  Unidos  fossem  nielhor  conhecidos  alii,  si  as  facilidad 

bancarias  fossem  maiores,  si  os  fabricantes  americanos  se  esfc 

9assem  por  satisfazer  o  gosto  especial  daquelles  povos,  ofFerecend 

OS  OS  artigos  a  que  estSo  acostumados,  e,  sobretudo,  si  Ihes  vendesse 

productos  aos  pre90s  a  que  Ihes  vende  a  Europa  e  sob  identic: 

condi96es,   nao  tardaria  em  chegar  o  momento  em   que  des. 

Guatemala  ate   Costa   Rica,  os  commerciantes  norte  american 

dominariam  o  commercio  sem  encontrar  concurrencia  digna    • 
temer-se. 

A  America  Central  tem  sempre  despertado  grande  sympatt 

entre  o  povo  dos  Estados  Unidos,  e  estadistas,  escriptores  e  ec 

nomistas  distinctos  deste  paiz,  Ihe  tem  dedicado  atten9ao  especii 

A  Grande  Republica  nao  pode  ser  indifFerenteaodesenvolvimen 

d'uma  terra  a  qual  e  ligada  por  tradi9oes  historicas,  assim  cart 

por  interesses  politicos  e  commerciaes,  terra  destinada,  como  di 

semos  atraz,  a  um  futuro  brilhante.     Aquella  por9ao  do  continent 

americano,  que  serve  de  la9o  de  uniao  as  duas  grandes  sec96es  d< 

norte  e  do  sul,  tem  attrahido  a  atten9ao  do  mundo,  e  referindo-5< 

a  ella  escreveu,  ha  mais  de  quarenta  annos,  um  eminente  publicist 
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americano,  E.  G.  Squier,  estas  linhas  que  revelam  a  penetra9ao 
de  seu  espirito : 

"As  rela96es  naturaes  da  America  Central,  como  sSo  indicadas 
pelas  condicoes  geographicas  ja  apontadas,  sao  antes  de  tudo  com 
0  Pacifico  e  com  os  Estados  que  agora  existem  ou  podem  existir 
mais  tarde  sobre  esse  oceano.  Mais  cedo  ou  mais  tarde,  este  paiz 
occupara  a  respeito  da  California  e  a  maior  parte  do  Mexico, 
assim  como  alguns  dos  paizes  da  America  do  sul,  uma  posi9ao 
correspondente  a  que  agora  tem  as  Antilhas  a  respeito  dos  Esta- 
dos Unidos  e  da  Europa,  com  a  importante  circumstancia  addi- 
cional  de  que  a  America  Central  e  ja  uma  via  de  communicacao 
emre  o  hemispherio  oriental  e  o  occidental  e  que  talvez  chegara 
a  ser  mais  tarde  um  caminho  commercial.  Seu  destino  esta 
claramente  escripto  na  configura9ao  de  suas  costas,  gravado  em 
sua  superficie  e  demonstrado  por  sua  posi92[o  geographica. 


COMMERCIO  ENTRE  A  REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA 

E  O  PERU. 

0  Senhor  Guesalga,  Ministro  da  Republica  Argentina  no 
l^^ru,  escreveu  recentemente  um  extenso  artigo  sobre  o  commer- 
^'oentre  seu  paiz  e  o  Peru,  expondo  as  grandes  opportunidades 
^ue  existem  para  o  desenvolvimento  do  commercio  entre  os  dous 
paizes.  Diz  que  actualmente  nao  ha  commercio  algum  entre  o 
"cru  e  a  Republica  Argentina.  O  Peru  produz  e  fabrica  petroleo 
^  sal  em  grande  escala,  e  tambem  produz  vinhos,  etc.  Em  vista 
^0  augmento  de  direitos  de  importa9ao  nos  Estados  Unidos  de 
Marios  productos  da  Republica  Argentina,  e  o  correspondente  aug- 
"^cnto  na  tarifa  da  Republica  Argentina  sobre  o  petroleo  dos 
tstados  Unidos,  o  Sr.  Guesalga  pensa  que  esta  e  uma  boa  oppor- 
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tunidade  para  a  importa9ao  na  Republica  Argentina  de  peti 
do  Peru. 

Segundo  as  estatisticas  a  importa9ao  de  petroleo  na  Repui 
Argentina  e  no  valor  de  $905,000  (ouro)  annualmente. 

A  produc9ao  de  sal  no  Peru,  que  e  monopoleo  do  Gov< 
tern  tambem  grande  importancia.  A  Republica  Argei 
importa  sal  da  Europa  no  valor  de  $400,000  (ouro)  annualm 
A  Hespanha  somente  importou  na  Republica,  em  1895,  635 
hectolitros  no  valor  de  $380,000  (ouro). 

Ha  duas  linhas  de  vapores  em  servi9o  regular  entre  Call 
Buenos  Aires:  a  Kosmos  (allema)  e  a  Pacific  Steam  Navig; 
Company  (ingleza),  cujos  fretes  s2lo  relativamente  baixos. 

O  Sr.  GuESALGA  advoga  em  seu  artigo  um  tratado  commc 
entre  os  dous  paizes,  pelo  qual  o  trigo  e  a  farinha  da  Repu 
Argentina  poderiam  ser  admittidos  livres  de  direito  no  Peru, 
uma  clausula  de  reciprocidade  applicavel  ao  petroleo  e  ao  sa 
Peru. 

O  Peru  importa  trigo  do  Chile,  Nova  Zelanda  e  Califa 
seu  consumo  e  de  70,000,000  kilogrammas  annualmente. 
Peru  poderia  importar  da  Republica  Argentina,  animaes  v 
xarque,  etc. 

A  actual  produc9ao  de  petroleo  no  Peru,  e  approximadair 

de  500,000  barris,  de  160  litros  cada  um,  annualmente,  e 
hidos  de  ^4  P090S. 

A  exporta9ao  de  sal  e  muito  consideravel ;  nos  nove  prim 
mezes  de  1896,  se  exportaram: 

Kilogra 

Columbia i,  5c 

Chile 5,  5c 

Equador 1,3? 

Total 8,  3J 

Consumo  domestico 7, 81 

Consumo  industrial 7( 

Total ; 16,  8< 

A  produc9ao  de  trigo  na  Republica  Argentina,  durante  os  c 
ultimos  annos  foi  a  seguinte : 

Ton 

1891 ,   3< 

1892.... 4: 

1 893 I,  l( 

1894 1, 6< 

1895 , 1,0; 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  ^5^7 


BRAZIL. 

INDUSTRIA  DA  OLARIA. 

Sabe-se,  ha  muitos  annos,  que  a  terra  argillifera  do  Estado  de 
Sao  Paulo  da  um  barro  excellente  para  a  fabrica9ao  de  olaria 
em  grande  escala.  Tem-se  feito  muitos  esfor^os  neste  sentido, 
mas  em  geral  nao  se  tern  obtido  bons  resultados.  O  mao  exito,  ou 
cxitoparcial  destas  emprezas  e  attribuido  principalmente  a  falta 
de  administradores  e  trabalhadores  entendidos  na  industria.  A 
&brica9ao  de  tijolos  para  cal9amentos,  construc9ao  de  casas,  etc., 
tern  obtido  melhores  resultados,  e  hoje  podem-se  ver  cerca  dos 
suburbios  de  Sao  Paulo,  e  em  outros  pontos  do  paiz,  numerosos 
fomos  de  tijolos  funccionando  em  pequena  escala.  Estes  fornos 
se  dedicam  a  fabrica^ao  de  tijolos,  telhas  e  pedras  vidradas  para 
pavimentos.  NSo  se  tem  ensaiado  ainda  a  fabrica9ao  de  olaria 
fina.  Cre-se,  portanto,  que  com  a  applica9ao  dos  devidos  apparelhos 
inecanicos  e  o  emprego  de  trabalhadores  intelligentes,  esta  indus- 
tria podera  desenvolver-se  com  grande  proveito. 

0  "Moniteur  Officiel  du  Commerce"  de  Pariz  diz: 

I^evido  a  condi^ao  atrazada  desta  industria,  o  Governo,  ainda  que  deseje 
fonientar  a  industria  nacional,  achou-se  na  necessidade  dc  importar  tubos  de 
chumbo  para  scr  usados  nos  csgotos  e  aqueductos  n5o  obstante  serem  os  tubos 
^c  barro  mais  baratos  cincocnta  por  cento  pelo  menos,  e  do  ponto  de  vista 
^ygicnico,  prefcriveis. 

Ate  que  a  fabrica9ao  nacional  de  tubos  de  pedra  vidrada,  telhas 
c  tijolos  esteja  desenvolvida,  o  mercado  sera  muito  importante. 
S^gundo  um  relatorio  official  a  respeito  deste  assumpto  fabricam- 
^  annualmente  150  toneladas  de  tubos  de  pedra  vidrados  e  grande 
^ariedade  de  artigos  analogos.  Ha,  alem  disto,  uma  procura 
annual  de  2,000,000,000  tijolos  para  pavimentos  e  200,000  telhas, 
H^e  representam  um  total  de  7,000  milhoes  de  toneladas  por  anno. 
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COSTA  RICA. 

A  REFORMA  DO  SYSTEMA  MONETARIO. 

[Extractos  de  varios  documentos  officiaes.] 

No  relatorio  apresentado  ao  Congresso  Constitucional  de  Cos 
Rica,  pelo  Sr.  Don  Ricardo  Montealegre,  Ministro  da  Fazenc 
e  do  Commercio,  a  17  de  Junho  de  1895,  em  um  extenso  estuc 
da  situa9^o  financeira  do  paiz,  st  mostram  as  causas  que  detem 
naram  as  difficuldades  em  que  se  encontrava  o  thesouro  public 
em  1882,  assignalando  entre  el  las  os  embara^os  e  prejuizos  resi 
tantes  dos  emprestimos  de  1871  e  1872,  e  o  facto  de  que  a  Rep 
blica  foi  privada  por  dez  annos  consecutivos  do  auxilio  de  gran< 
parte  das  rendas  publicas  que  se  consagraram  a  construccao  < 
Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Atlantico.  O  documento  explica  com^,  e 
taes  circumstancias,  o  Governo,  no  desejo  de  garantir  o  resgate  d 
bilhetes  nacionaes  em  circula93lo  entSLo,  e  que  causava  a  retira« 
da  moeda  de  ouro,  que  tinha  sido  sempre  em  Costa  Rica  o  me 
circulante  ordinario,  celebrou  com  o  Banco  de  la  Union,  a  21  • 
Outubro  de  1884,  um  contracto,  pelo  qual  se  estabeleceu  a  circ 
la9^o  fiduciaria  unica,  ou  a  emissao  exclusiva  de  bilhetes  do  banc 
Mostra-se  o  efFeito  dessa  negocia9ao,  que,  por  augmentar  o  ci 
dito  sem  garantil-o,  foi  a  emigra9ao  definitiva  do  ouro. 

Em  conformidade  com  o  contracto,  a  emissao  de  bilhetes  * 
Banco  chegou  em  1891  a  $3,257,400,  e,  naturalmente,  na  mesr 
propor9ao  em  que  esta  augmentava,  se  elevava  a  taxa  de  camh 
intemacional ;  e  como  tinha  occorrido  com  a  moeda  de  ouro,  cl 
importancia  em  circula9ao  em  1880  alcan9ara  a  $2,500,000  e  to- 
ella  tinha  desapparecido,  a  de  prata  iniciou.  seu  movimento  • 
sahida. 

Veio  depois  a  forte  baixa  da  prata  nos  mercados  estrangeiros 
com  ella  a  taxa  normal  de  cambio  desappareceu.  Em  Costa  Ric 
onde  em  annos  anteriores  a  1882,  essa  taxa  nao  chegou  a  exceder 
19  por  cento,  limite  da  difFeren9a  entre  o  valor  da  moeda  nacior 
de  ouro  e  a  estrangeira,  e  com  frequencia  chegou  ao  minimo  dc 
por  cento,  ella  foi  elevando-se  n'uma  propor9ao  assustadora.  E 
1891  subiu  no  curto  espa90  de  dous  mezes  e  meio,  de  64  a  1 
por  cento;  na  quinzena  seguinte,  desceu  a  84  por  cento  para  sul 
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dc  novo  em  igual  periodo  a  lOO,  e  fluctuar  tres  mezes  depois,  de 
89a  116  por  cento.  Em  Janeiro  de  1892,  esteve  a  96  por  cento; 
crajulho  do  mesmo  anno,  a  1 10  por  cento;  e  trinta  dias  depois, 
a  1  j6. 

Em  vista  destas  fluctua9oes  violentas,  que  tern  sido  causa  de 
perdas  para  o  commercio  e  de  instabilidade  em  todos  os  negocios 
do  paiz,  o  Govemo,  muito  preoccupado  com  tudo  que  de  um  modo 
ou  outro  impede  ou  desvia  o  maior  desenvolvimento  da  produc- 
fio  do  paiz,  depois  de  examinar  attentamente  as  causas  que  nelle 
influem,  tern  fixado  sua  atten9ao  especialmente  na  natureza  do 
meio  circulante,  visto  que  a  moeda  como  representante  do  capital, 
juntamente  com  a  propriedade  e  o  trabalho,  constitue  os  elemen- 
tosgeradores  e  permanentes  da  riqueza. 

Desde   1894,  o    primeiro   anno  da  presente   administra9ao,  o 

Presidente  da  Republica,  Don  Rafael  Yglesias,  em  sua  mensa- 

gem  pronunciada  ao  tomar  posse  de  seu  elevado  cargo,  fez  decla- 

ra^ao  conclusiva  de  suas  ideas  a  este  respeito,  manifestando  ent^o 

seu  proposito  de  proceder  ao  restabelecimento  de   uma  moeda 

'^^etallica  de  condi95es  superiores  a  existente.     Para  este  fim,  esta 

^eforma  sendo  parte  de  um  piano  geral  encaminhado  para  o  me- 

"ioramento  da  economia   nacional  e  da  administra9ao  publica, 

f^ni-se  ido  preparando  desde  aquelle  anno.     Com  este  fim,  junc- 

^^oiente  com  outras  disposi9oes  de  transcendencia,  referentes  ao 

"ovo  arranjo  da  divida  exterior,*  terminado  satisfactoriamente ;  a 

^'iena9ao  de  terras  publicas;  a  aboli9ao  dos  monopolios  do  rhum, 

^baco  e  outros  productos,  se  procedeu  a  reduc9ao  da  divida  in- 

^^rior;  e  e  digno  de  notar-se  que  esta  opera9ao  foi  levada  a  efFeito 

^^rn  um  gasto  de  $2,000,000,  approximadamente,  quantia  tirada 

P^lo  Governo  do  producto  de  suas  rendas  sem  prejuizo  do  bom 

^r^i^o  administrativo,  e  mantendo  o  estado  florescente   da  in- 

struc^ao  publica;  sem  limitar  a  construc9ao  de  estradas  e  de 

^^trasobras  importantes,  e  sem  usar  de  maneira  alguma  do  credito 

Publico,  nem  recorrer  ao  estabelecimento  de  novos  impostos  ou 

*^  augmento  dos  existentes. 

Como  urna  illustra9ao  do  estado  actual  das  finan9as  nacionaes 
^0  seria  fora  de  lugar  mencionar  aqui,  de  mais,  que  n^o  obstante 
^  taxas  publicas  em  Cost  Rica  serem  menores  do  que  em  qual- 
S^cr  outro  paiz  vizinho,  as  entradas  ordinarias  para  o  Thesouro 

•Publicado  no  Boletim  Mensal  do  mez  de  Maio  de  1897. 
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Nacional  noexerciciode  1896a  1897,  montaram  em  $7,435,610.^ 
prata,  excedendo  as  do  anno  anterior  em  $851,102.02,  e  exceden< 
ao  or^amento  em  $538,226.14.  O  total  das  despezas  mont< 
em  $6,697,326.51,  deixando  um  saldo  de  $738,284.27,  o  qu; 
unido  ao  do  anno  precedente  e  a  outros  saldos  existentes  somn 
$1,270,000 — quantia  ao  credito  do  Ministerio  da  Fazenda  a  ; 
de  Marco  proximo  passado.  A  divida  publica  interior  ficou  red 
zida  na  mesma  data  a  $1,1 16,784.18,  os  bilhetes  nacionaes  fora 
retirados,  e  foi  cancellada  totalmente  a  divida  mantida  per  vari 
annos  a  favor  do  Banco  de  Costa  Rica,  antes  Banco  de  la  Unic 
Por  outro  lado,  o  movimento  commercial  da  Republica  e  sat 
factorio.  Segundo  um  relatorio  da  Reparti9ao  nacional  de  Esi 
tistica,  nos  annos  de  1883  a  1893,  ^  valor  em  ouro  das  exporta^S^ 
calculado  de  conformidade  com  as  taxas  de  cambio  respectiv; 
foi  de  $62,751,676,  e  o  das  importa95es  foi  de  $56,185,7^ 
deixando  um  saldo  de  $6,565,907,  em  ouro  americano,  a  fav 
daquelle  laborioso  paiz.  O  valor  das  exporta96es  e  importa9C 
nos  annos  posteriores  foi  o  seguinte : 


Anno. 


1894 
1895 
1896 


Total 


Iuiporta90es  em 
ouro  americano. 


$4,113,223.66 

3,851,460.34 
4,  748,  812.62 


12,713,496.62 


Bxporta^Oes 
ouroamericai 


$5,033,113 

5,188,401 

5.  597. 727 


15,819,241 


Esta  tabella  mostra  que  as  exporta9oes  durante  os  tres  ultim 
annos  excederam  as  importa96es  em  $3,105,745.31,  e  que  ri 
somente  o  balanco  de  commercio  esta  decididamente  em  favor 
Costa  Rica,  mas  tambem  o  desenvolvimento  progressivo  e  firr 
da  produc9ao  do  paiz,  e  ao  mesmo  tempo  que  ha  uma  prudem 
recommendavel  na  transac9ao  dos  negocios. 

O  cafe  e  o  producto  principal  de  exporta9ao  sem  que  se  di 
cuide  o  fomento  de  outros  ramos  de  commercio,  e  e  um  facto  be 
conhecido  que  o  cafe  de  Costa  Rica  e  solicitado  entre  os  melhoi 
do  mundo,  segundo  se  nota  das  revistas  commerciaes  dos  prin 
paes  mercados  de  cafe.  Por  exemplo,  a  proeminente  casa  dos  S 
Chalmers,  Guthrie  &  Co.,  de  Londres,  com  agencias  estabe 
cidas  em  Guatemala  e  em  Bogota,  tem  cotado  nos  ultimos  quai 
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mezes,  0  cafe  "bom,  medio  a  fino''  aos  pre9os  segumtes,  por 

quintal : 


Proctdenrias. 

Nov.  30, 1897. 

De*.  14,  X897. 

Jan.  II,  1898. 

Fcv.  8, 1896. 

Costa  Rica 

Guatemala 

Columbia  e 
Venezuela  . . 

s.         s.      d. 
83  a  108    0 
79  a  100    0 

70  a  102     6 

s.         s.      d. 
82  a  105     0 
79  a  100    0 

70  a  102     6 

J.     d.       s.     d. 
84    0  a  106    0 
79    0  a  icx)    0 

73     6  a  102     6 

s.         s.     d. 
88  a  114    6 
81  a  102     6 

73  a  102     6 

0  pre9o  das  classes  inferiores  de  Costa  Rica  n^o  tem  baixado 
dcjos.  a  76s.  6d.,  emquanto  que  o  custo  de  produc9ao  durante  o 
ultimo  anno  tem  sido  approximadamente  de  $10,  em  prata,  go- 
zandose  tambem  de  facilidades  especiaes  de  communica9ao  ter- 
rcstre  e  maritima,  e  da  correspondente  barateza  de  fretes. 

0  cultivo  de  cafe  tem  augmentado  em  propor9ao  ao  desenvol- 
vimento  natural  do  paiz  e  ha  grande  numero  de  novas  planta96es 
que  em  breve  produzirao  colheitas  de  cafe.  A  exporta9So  de 
bananas  e  outras  fructas  vae  augmentando  consideravelmente  e  a 
de  madeiras  obteve  o  anno  passado,  um  excesso  importante  sobre 
OS  anteriores.  A  industria  mineira,  alem  d'isso,  esta  sendo  desen- 
volvida  em  larga  escala. 

Norelatorio  seguinte,  apresentado  ao  Congresso  a  15  de  Junho 

de  1896,  o  mesmo  funccionario  desenvolve  o  piano  adoptado  pelo 

^ovemo  para  a  revisao  do  systema  monetario,  e  sustenta  os  prin- 

cipios  em  que  e  baseado,  partindo  das  considera96es  seguintes: 

'^  natureza  do  meio  circulante    influe  de  maneira  decisiva  no 

^ovimento  economico  em  geral.     A  moeda,  comb  meio  repre- 

^ntativo  de  valores,  se  imp6e  em  todas  as  transac9oes  e  const itue 

^^  niesmo  tempo  a  mais  firme  garantia  do  capital  e  do  trabalho. 

^^ta  importantissima  func9ao  que  desempenha,  requer  que  tenha 

^^  valor  fixo  que  a  proteja  contra  possivel  deprecia9So  e  a  per- 

^'^ta  tomar  parte  permanente  nas  opera95es  internacionaes,  neces- 

*^Jas  ao  bem  estar  e  progresso  do  paiz. 

^5o  e,  pois,  possivel  suppor  firmeza  no  capital  individual,  nem 

^Hbilidade  nariqueza  publica,  quando  este  importantissimo  agente, 

1^^  OS  governa,  perde  alguma  dascondi96es  que  Ihe  sao  proprias  na 

^'ti  entendida  razao  de  sua  crea9ao.     Si  a  moeda  ha  de  ter  um 

^*or  fixo,  e  preciso  que  este  se  levante  de  sua  propria  natureza, 

P^  que  desenvolva  seu  poder  de  acquisi9ao,  porque  qualquer 
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deprecia9ao  della,  se  recae  sobre  tudo  quanto  Ihe  esta  subordinad< 
e  si  essa  deprecia9ao  esta  exposta  a  constantes  fluctua96es,  d^ 
sapparece  a  condi9ao  normal  dos  negocios  e  estes  se  affectam  pu 
fundamente  com  as  perturba95es  violentas  que  se  succedem.  Is( 
e  uma  inconveniencia  de  que  sofFre  hoje  a  moeda  de  prati 
emquanto  que  a  moeda  de  ouro,  pelo  contrario,  se  mantem  come 
base  do  systema  monetario  das  na95es  commerciaes  de  itiaioi 
importancia,  e  que  tratam  de  adoptar  aquellas  que  delle  carecem, 
pela  razao  de  ser  hoje  o  unico  agente  de  cambio  de  valor  fixo. 

Aconteceu  que  ao  mesmo  tempo  que  se  procedeu  com,  o  piano 
da  reforma  acima  mencionada,  se  tratava  de  importar  immediata- 
mente  grande  quantidade  de  moeda  de  prata,  e  para  este  fim  0 
Congresso,  pof  decreto  de  3  de  Julho  do  mesmo  anno,  prohibiu 
a  cunhagem  da  moeda  nacional,  de  prata  e  declarou  fora  do 
curso  legal  no  paiz  todas  as  moedas  estrangeiras,  do  mesmo  metal, 
dispondo  ao  mesmo  tempo  a  forma  em  que  deviam  resgatar-se  as 
moedas  de  prata  que  estavam  entSo  em  circula9ao. 

Resolvido,  pois,  pelo  Governo,  que  se  procederia  a  reforma,  sc 
celebrou  um  novo  contracto  com  o  Banco  de  Costa  Rica,  tend( 
esta  negociacao  por  objecto  principal  substituir  gradualmente  < 
bilhete  do  banco  por  outro  de  caracter  exclusivamente  naciona 
emittido  ao  par  e  garantido  por  igual  quantidade  de  moeda  ^ 
ouro,  ou  por  certificadps  de  ouro,  pelo  que  o  banco  renunciou  ^ 
privilegio  da  emissao  enclusiva. 

A  lei  monetaria*  decretada  de  conformidade  com  este  plan 
estabelece  o  colon  de  ouro  como  unidade  monetaria  e  fixa  a  rel 
cao  de  valor  entre  este  e  o  actual  peso  nacional  de  prata,  estiina* 
com  relacao  ao  estado  da  riqueza  publica,  baseado  na  important 
do  meio  circulante,  pela  media  da  taxa  de  cambio  internaciar 
durante  varios  annos,  e  pela  ultima  media  do  valor  da  prata  cCJ 
relacao  ao  ouro  em  igual  periodo.  Deste  modo,  ficando  tamb^ 
estabelecida,  pelo  mesmo  facto,  a  paridade  de  valor  entre  o  bilh^ 
do  banco  e  o  certificado  de  ouro,  tcm-se  evitado  todas  as  possiv'< 
perturba9oes  nas  obriga9oes  existentes  e  interesses  de  qualqvJ 
natureza,  e  no  valor  actual  de  todas  as  cousas. 

A  emissao  de  certificados  de  outra  parte  e  obrigatoria,  f>or(J 
nao  seria  possivel  manter  a  moeda  de  ouro  na  circula9ao  emquan 

^  Publicada  no  Bolkiim  Mensal  da  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas  dc  Norei 
bro  de  1896,  c  em  cdigilo  especial  da  mesma  Secretaria, 
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e  a  quantidade  de  bilhetes  emittida  pelo  banco  a  superar,  e 
no  para  retirar  estes  ultimos  e  indispensavel  supprir  sua  falta  na 
cula9So,  afim  de  evitar  as  difRculdades  que  se  succederiam  com 
iiminui9^o  do  meio  circulante,  os  certificados  de  ouro  preen- 
tT^o  efficazmente  esta  necessidade. 
Elevada  a  faculdade  de  emiss^o  do  banco  a  $5,000,000,  e  tendo 

actual  circula9ao  $4,000,000,  appfoximadamente,  a  primeira 
reduzira,  segundo  o  contracto,  em  propor92io  as  quantidades  de 
eda  nacional  de  ouro  que  se  vSo  cunhando,  e  da  segunda  retirar- 
la  90  por  cento  das  quantias  que  da  mesma  moeda  deposite  o 
vemo  no  banco;  e  por  igual  quantia  a  dos  bilhetes  do  banco 
"  se  retirem,  o  Governo  emittira  certificados  de  ouro  ao  portador. 
tes  certificados  serao  assignados  conjunctamente  pelo  Ministro 

Fazenda  e  pelo  director  do  banco,  e  serao  resgatados  a  sua 
'esenta9ao  por  ouro  nacional,  a  31  de  Dezembro  de  1900,  ou 
es,  em  qualquer  tempo  que  o  Governo  o  disponha,  com  a  con- 
3o  de  que  a  quantia  de  moeda  de  ouro  depositada  n2Lo  seja 
nor  de  2,500,000  colones ;  e,  entretanto,  o  banco  trocara  os  cer- 
cados  por  prata  como  si  fossem  seus  proprios  bilhetes. 

0  periodo  que  se  fixa  para  cumprir  esta  medida  termina  em 
D2;  mas  o  Governo  tem  reservado  o  direito  de  fazer  a  cunha- 
n  em  um  periodo  mais  curto,  afim  de  accumular  a  quantidade 
moeda  de  ouro  necessaria,  com  a  maior  brevidade  possivel,  e, 
ra  este  fim,  ja  tem  depositado  no  banco,  um  milh^o  de  colones 

1  ouro,  valor  das  duas  primeiras  cunhagens,  e  tem  posto  a  Casa 
Moeda  Nacional  nas  melhores  condi96es  para  continuar  sem 
mora  esta  opera9So. 

Estes  s^o,  em  resumo,  os  pontos  principaes  desta  importante 
brma. 

BANCOS. 

Uma  das  condi96es  em  conformidade  das  quaes  o  Banco  de 
•sta  Rica  renunciou  ao  privilegio  da  emissSo  unica,  e  a  seguinte: 
Que  a  lei  geral  que  seja  decretada  para  estabelecer  a  livre  emis- 
,  fixe  entre  suas  bases  principaes  para  autorisal-a,  as  seguintes: 
^Jao  podera  emittir  nenhum  banco  cujo  capital  seja  menor  de 
milhao  de  colones, 

3  banco  que  queira  estabelecer-se  como  banco  de  emiss^o  tem 
constituir  seu  capital  em  ouro  nacional  cunhado. 
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A  troca  de  bilhetes  far-se-ha  por  ouro  nacional. 

A  emissao  de  bilhetes  nSio  excedera  de  65  por  cento  do  capit 
efFectivo. 

Se  exigira  para  garantia  da  emissao  uma  reserva  de  ou 
nacional  que  nSio  baixara  de  40  por  cento  do  valor  dos  bilhet 
emittidos. 

Urn  examinador  official  antes  da  emissSLo  vera  si  se  tern  cui 
prido  as  condi95es  da  lei  e  vigiara  que  o  banco  se  mantcix 
sempre  dentro  dos  limites  de  seu  direito. 

Cada  mez  devera  ser  publicada  a  situa92Lo  de  cada  banco 
emissao. 


HONDURAS. 

No  dia  da  abertura  do  Congresso  de  Honduras,  em  sessio  re^ 
lar,  o  Presidente  Policarpo  Bonilla  pronunciou  o  discai 
como  de  costume  em  taes  occasiSes.  Fez  referencia  ao  fecto 
que  segundo  as  estipulac6es  do  tratado  de  uniSLo,  celebrado  t 
Amapala  em  Junho  de  1895,  as  rela95es  de  seu  paiz  com  as  na9C 
estrangeiras  ficavam  a  cargo  da  Dieta  da  Republica  Maior  ( 
America  Central.  Disse  que  as  rela9oes  entre  os  tres  Estados  qi 
compoem  a  Uniao,  sao  cordiaes  e  satisfactorias,  e  expressou  a  p 
triotica  esperan9a  de  que  o  pacto  de  uniao  entre  as  cinco  Republic: 
da  America  Central,  sob  a  anterior  federa9ao  da  Republica  d 
America  Central,  tenha  lugar  no  corrente  anno. 


MARTINICA. 

PROHIBigAO  DE  MARGARINA  COLORIDA. 

O  Sr.  Tucker,  consul  dos  Estados  Unidosem  Martinica,  conr 
munica  ao  Ministerio  de  Estado  em  data  de  3  de  Dezembro  J 
1897,  que  muita  inconveniencia  tem  sido  causadapelas  remessas  J 
oleo-margarina  colorida  que  chegam  aquella  ilha  constantement 
dos  Estados  Unidos,  e  cuja  introduc9ao  e  prohibida.  Para  quco 
embarcadores  possam  evitar  no  futuro  incommodes  e  despezas 
este  respeito,  o  Consul  Tucker  cita  as  seguintes  condi96es  da  1< 
relativas  a  este  assumpto,  as  quaes  se  devem  cumprir  rigorosament 
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(1)0  oleo-margarina  scri  reccbido  si  nao  contivcr  mais  de  10  por  cento  dc 
^anteiga. 

(2)  O  oleo-margarina   deve  ser   branco   ou    quasi  branco,  isto   6,  nao   devc 
^nter  ncnhum  artigo  colorante  tal  como,  a9afrao,  etc. 

(5)  As  caixas  devem  ter,  nos  quacro  lados,  a  palavra  oleo-margarina  escrica 
iveimente;  as  lacas  devem  ter  a  palavra  gravada  ou  impressa  na  sua  superHcie, 
m  rotulo  affixado  que  mostre  a  analyse  exacta  do  oleo-margarina  que  se 
tern  nellas. 

3  consul  deseja  accentuar  o  facto  de  que  as  facturas  devem  dar 
lalyse  dos  artigos  de  accordo  com  a  seguinte  condi9^o  da  lei : 

o  commercio  a  varejo,  a  margarina  ou  oleo-margarina  deve  ser  entregue  na 
^a  de  um  cubo,  e  com  a  marca  margarina  ou  oleo-margarina  em  um  dos  seus 
'S,  c  deve  ser  envolta  numa  cobertura  que  tenha  a  mesma  marca  em  letras 
'eis  e  indeleveis,  assim  como  o  nome  e  o  endere^o  do  mercador. 


MEXICO. 

DEPOSITOS  DE  CARVAO. 

Um  dos  pontos  de  principal  e  immediata  importancia  relativo 
^s  interesses  industriaes  do  Mexico,  e  a  necessidade  de  explorar 
s  depositos  de  carvSo  do  paiz  que  n^o  tern  sido  objecto  de  toda 

considera9ao  que  sua  necessidade  e  importancia  demandam. 
-xtrahimos  o  seguinte  de  um  numero  recente  do  periodico  "The 
'lack  Diamond  "  que  se  publica  em  Chicago. 

Com  0  desenvolvimento  das  manufacturas  do  Mexico  e  a  extensSo  de  suas 
^'"adas  de  ferro  ha  uma  procura  crescente  de  carvao.  A  falta  de  carvSo  barato 
^^impedindo  o  desenvolvimento  do  Mexico  em  grio  nao  insignificante.  Foi 
'^auma  razao  porque  os  mineraes  do  Mexico  tem  sido  importados  nos  Estados 
'^idos  em  taes  quantidades,  e  como  o  imposto  sobre  mineraes  conseguiri  dimi- 
'^iresta  introducgao,  se  accentuari  mais  a  procura  das  machinas  que  se  exigem 
*  cxploragao  do  carvao. 

^gundo  as  estatisticas  do  Governo  mexicano,  a  importa^ao  de  carvao  e  coke 
^  Mexico  foi  como  se  segue : 


Anno.  Coke.  Carvao 


^ $378,522        $626,070 

5^5 287,  075  701,  913 

^ 492,  167  496,  376 
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Ao  mesmo  tempo  admira  que  houvesse  a  seguinte  exporta^ao  de  carvSo  ps 
OS  Estados  Unidos : 


Anno.  I     Canrio 


1894 
1895 
1896 


$205,6 
232. 9 

270.  i: 


Estes  algarismos  representam  s6mence  o  producto  das  minas  da  Estrada  d 
Ferro  Internacional  Mexicana,  no  Escado  dc  Coahuila,  negocio  inteiramcnte loca 

A  maior  parte  das  locomotivas  e  as  maiores  fabricas  empregam  lenha.  £1 
nove  Estados  mexicanos  ha  minas  de  carvao,  mas  a  maior  parte  destes  depositc 
nao  sao  de  facil  accesso  para  as  estradas  de  ferro  existcntes.  Um  destes  depos 
tos,  situado  nos  limites  do  Estado  de  Veracruz  nao  s6mente  6  de  facil  access 
para  uma  estrada  de  ferro  mas  esta  estrada  de  ferro  atravessaria  uma  ric 
sec^ao  do  paiz  e  abriria,  prolongando-a  mais  para  o  sul,  um  caminho  mais  curt 
e  facil  do  porto  de  Tampico  i.  capital,  em  cuyos  pontos  encontraria  mcrcad< 
favoraveis. 

Os  depositos  de  carvao  de  San  Marcial  no  valle  do  Yaqui,  em  Vclho  Mcxici 
promettem  ser  muito  valiosos.  Diz-se  que  sao  maravilhosos  e  talvez  conscguaJ 
revolucionar  o  commercio  de  combustivel  na  costa  do  Pacifico.  Estes  dcposit< 
contem  108  milhas  quadradas  mais  de  area  superficial  que  os  cinco  depositos  c 
carvao  anthracite  de  Pennsylvania,  e  sua  area  6  s6mente  doze  e  meia  milhas  qu2 
dradas  menor  que  a  area  total  dos  depositos  de  carvao  da  Inglaterra.  Os  vei< 
de  carvao  estendem-se  desde  o  cume  da  serra  de  Los  Bronces  at^  o  Rio  Yaqi» 
Diz-se,  tambem,  que  o  carvao  6  superior  em  qualidade  ao  de  Pennsylvania.  ^ 
carvao  do  Mexico  tem  de  90  a  92  por  cento  de  carvao  fixo ;  de  3^  a  5  porccnc 
de  materia  combustivel  volatil,  e  de  4^  a  5  por  cento  de  cinza  e  nao  dcix 
pedras  de  cal. 

Estas  ricas  minas  deverao  attrahir  a  attengao  dos  capitalistas,  porisso  que  si 
todas  proximas  da  costa. 


PERU. 

EXPOSigAO  PERMANENTE  DE  MACHINAS. 

No  BoLETiM  Mensal  dc  Abril  de  1897,  se  publicou  porextens 
um  decreto  executive  autorisando  o  estabelecimento  em  Lima  d 
uma  Exposi9ao  Permanente  de  machinas  que  deve  ser  inaugurad 
no  dia  28  de  Julho  do  mesmo  anno.  O  dito  decreto  expoe  tod 
o  escopo  da  empreza  detalhadamente. 

Segundo  informa9ao  recebida,  a  Exposi9ao  tem  obtido  muil 
bons  resultados,  especialmente  quanto  a  machinas  para  minas.    C 
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Iministradores  desejam  que  os  fabricantes  dos  Estados  Unidos 
iviem  amostras  das  niachinas  e  instrumentos  mais  aperfeicoados 

Lie  tenham  para  as  industrias  agricolas  e  mineiras.     Sem  duvida 

ciste  um  vasto  campo  para  a  venda  de  taes  artigos,  e  o  que  se 

scessita  e  dal-os  a  conhecer  n'aquelle  paiz.  ^  Todacommunica9ao, 

seja  pedindo  espa90,  ou  sobre  os  regulamentos  referentes  aos 

re9os  dc  entrada  ou  acerca  de  outro  assumpto,  deve  ser  dirigida 

0  Sr.  J.  Pezel  e  Tyrado,  presidente  da  commissao. 


COMMERCIO  MISCELLANEO. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

Inporta^tes  Durante  dez       ^^   rclatorio   annual  da  Reparti9ao  dc  Estatistica  da 
'^"°****  Rcpublica  Argentina,  compilado  pclo  Scnhor  pRANcrsco 

AT2INA,  sc  extraem  os  seguintes  dados  relatives  ao  commercio  da  Rcpublica. 
'^stc  rclatorio  parcce  que  em  1887,  a  Rcpublica  Argentina  importou  da  Gra 
'ctanha  mercadorias  no  valor  de  $34,779,210,  e  em  1896  no  valor  de  $44,- 
^9*996,  ou  um  augmento  de  28.6  por  cento.  Do  total  das  importa^Ses  em 
^87,  o  Reino  Unido  enviou  29.7  por  cento,  c  em  1896,  40  por  cento.  As 
^porta9oes  procedentes  da  Allemanha  em  1887  foram  de  10.3  por  cento  do 
^t«il,  e  em  1896,  de  12.4  por  cento,  ou  um  augmento  relativo  de  s6mentc  2.1 
*>"  cento.  Em  1887  a  Fran9a  enviou  19.4  por  cento  do  total  das  importagScs, 
^ni  i8y6,  10.7  por  cento,  que  mostra  uma  diminuigao  de  8.7.  Dos  Estados 
'^idos  foram  importadas  em  1887  mercadorias  no  valor  de  $1 1,004,553,  e  em 
*9^  no  valor  de  $11,210,475,  sendo  9.4  e  10  por  cento  respectivamente  do 
^^1  das  importances,  ou  um  augmento  durante  os  dez  annos  de  1.9  por  cento. 
^  importa^oes  da  Italia  durante  os  dez  annos  em  considcra^ao  augmentaram-se 
^^  4. 1  por  cento. 

^■tftlla^tes  moctricaa  am       A  companhia  dcnominada  Light  and  Power  Company, 

de  C6rdoba,  acaba  de  completar  a  installa^ao  em  Casa 
^niba  da  planta  electrica  maior  da  Rcpublica  Argentina.  As  machinas 
^p6cm-se  de  cinco  turbinas  de  um  total  de  1,700  cavallos  dc  for^a,  cinco 
^adores  dc  um  total  de  1,100  kilowatts,  transformadores  com  uma  capaci- 
i^dc  dc  930  kilowatts,  c  os  necessarios  commutadores  electricos  e  apparelhos 
^fa  governar  as  machinas.  Quasi  todas  estas  machinas  foram  fabricadas  nos 
^tados  Unidos.  Um  cabo  foi  estendido  at6  C6rdoba  para  a  transmissao  de 
'I'^a,  e  esta  cidade  serii  illuminada  pcla  nova  planta  que  eventualmentc  contari 
^m  uma  capacidade  de  6,000  cavallos  dc  for^a. 

A  C6rdoba  Light  and  Power  Company  6  a  primeira  companhia  puramente 
^cricana  que  se  estabeleceu  na  Rcpublica  Argentina,  e  espera-se  que  o  bom 
^itodesta  empreza  teri  como  resultado  o  emprehendimento  de  outras  do  mesmo 
^ractcr. 

BuU.  No.  9 U 
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BRAZIL; 

DiroitosdaAnnazanasemem      ^'    ^r.    FraNK   D.    Hill,    consul   dos    Estados   Uni 
Santos.  gj^  Santos,  communica  a  esta  Secretaria  que  todas 

mercadorias  que  se  entregarem  n'aquelle  porto,  quer  armazenadas  on  i 
pagarao  um  por  cento  sobre  o  valor  declarado  na  factura,  por  direito  dc  an 
zenagem.  Quando  os  documentos  relativos  is  mercadorias  se  demorarem 
chegar  a  Santos,  e  nao  se  Hzer  a  entrada  dentro  de  vinte  e  quatro  horas,  o  c 
signatario,  deve,  no  acto  da  entrega,  assignar  uma  declara9ao  pelo  valor 
mercadorias  e  importancia  da  armazenagem.  Depois  dc  um  mez,  cobrar-s€ 
um  meio  por  cento  por  cada  mez  ou  fraccao  de  mez  addicional. 

O  **  India  Rubber  World  '*  de  10  de  Fcverciro,  com 
um  quadro  comprehensivo  das  exporta^Ses  de  borra 
dos  portos  do  Pari  e  Manios  nos  annos  de  1889-1897,  juntamente  com 
nomes  dos  exportadores  importantes.  Como  materia  de  interesse  geral 
produz  aqui  a  parte  do  quadro  relativo  i  exporta9ao  total  para  os  Esta 
Unidos  e  a  Europa.  Ver-se-ha  que  em  1897  (em  que  tem  lugar  a  maior  expoi 
gao)  OS  Estados  Unidos  occuparam  o  primeiro  lugar  na  importa^ao. 


Borracha  do  Pard  e  Manioa. 


Annos. 


1889 
1890 
1 891 
1892 

1893 
1894 

1895 
1896 

1897 


Lilfras. 
20,  004,  066 

21,137.177 
23,872,690 

2  5;  202, 008 

25,011,027 

23,  062,  386 

24,  804,  854 
19.941.956 

25,  565.  885 


LAbras. 

14,  946,  888 
15,004.652 

15.335.157 

15.  603,  324 
17,163,404 

19,  869,  306 

20,  983,  759 
27,681,888 
24,014,017 


Total 


Libras 
34.  950. 
36,  i4W 
39.  207. 
40,805, 

42.  I74» 
42,  931 . 
45.  788- 
47,623. 

49.  579* 


Ooncnrrancia  Commercial. 


COLUMBIA. 

Em  um  relatorio  apresentado  ultimamente  ao  Minist^ 
de  RelagSes  Exteriores  da  Gra  Bretanha,  o  Sr.  M.  Villii 
consul  gcral  interino  do  dito  paiz  em  Bogoti,  chama  a  atten^ao  de  seu  Govc 
aos  activos  esforgos  que  estao  fazendo  os  Estados  Unidos  para  augmentar 
commercio  em  Columbia.  A  este  respeito,  faz  referenda  ao  facto  dc  que 
Estados  Unidos  occupam  o  primeiro  lugar  no  commercio  de  ferro,  a^o,  matei 
de  estradas  de  ferjo,  material  rodante,  pontes,  etc.  Esta  preponderanciasc  nt 
nao  s6mente  nos  artigos  de  grande  peso,  mas  tambem  nos  pequenos,  taes  coi 
ferramemtas  de  ago,  serras,  limas,  grozas,  machinas  de  picar  came,  prcgos 
arame,  etc.  Tambem  se  enviam  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  grande  quantida* 
ferro  laminado  para  construcgoes,  arame  farpado,  bicycletas,  machinas  dc  cos 
relogios  de  parede,  joias  falsas,  velas  e  apparelhos  elcctricos.  O  commercio 
tecidos  de  algodao,  linho  e  la  6  comparativamente  pequeno. 
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Ezteuio  d«  Eatridu   d«     Scgundo  informagoes  recebidas  directamente  ie  Baran- 
""'  quilla,  estao-se  construindo  estradas  de  ferro  com  grande 

actividadc  na  Republica  da  Columbia.  A  estrada  dc  ferro  de  Antioquia,  pro- 
priedade  do  districto  deste  nome,  e  que  esti  funccionando  por  uma  distancia  de 
32  milhas,  dcsdc  Porto  Berrio  ate  Las  Pavas,  esti  sendo  prolongada  at6  Medel- 
lin,  91  milhas.  A  estrada  de  ferro  de  Cucuta,  que  esti  actualmente  func- 
cionando por  uma  distancia  de  34  milhas  entre  Cucuta  e  Porto  Villamizar, 
BO  Rio  Zulia,  sera  estendida  at6  a  fronteira  de  Venezuela,  e  parte  da  obra 
«ta  ja  concluida.  A  estrada  de  ferro  de  Girardot,  de  Girardot  a  Juntas  dc 
Apulio( 24  milhas)  seri  prolongada  at^  um  ponto  na  estrada  dc  ferro  de  Facata- 
tiva,  por  uma  distancia  dc  cerca  de  48  milhas.  A  estrada  de  ferro  de  Cauca, 
quccsia  actualmente  funccionando  de  Buenaventura  na  costa  at6  San  Josd  (21 
iwlhas)  foi  transferida  para  o  Govcrno  Nacional.  Esta  linha  seri  prolongada 
«c  Calc  por  uma  distancia  de  64  milhas  na  direc9ao  do  interior. 


MEXICO. 
- , .  Diz-se  que  o  cultivo  do  linho  no  Estado  de  Morelos, 

CnlnTo  do  Unlio.  .  ^  .  . 

no  Mexico,  tern  passado  ji  do  periodo  experimental  c 
<«crcce  rcsultados  praticos.  O  Sr.  Hamer,  que  tem  estado  intcrcssado  naquellc 
™»ivo  durante  os  quatro  ultimos  annos,  tem  terras  semcadas  dc  linho  cm 
awcrcntcs  partes  do  valle  de  Cucrnavaca  c  esti  negociando  o  arrcndamento  do 
*aJlcdo  Huaymac,  que  contem  quasi  1,000  geiras  dc  terra,  uma  grande  parte 
"^qualse  diz  que  6  propria  para  aqucUe  cultivo.  Diz-se  que  o  panno  que  se 
obnca  do  linho  que  o  Sr.  Hamer  cultiva,  6  de  grande  duragao  e  da  melhor 
T-ialidadc. 

B^  ,  Os  trabalhos  de  mclhoramcnto  do  porto  dc  Veracruz, 

*^Wo  i»  7enicniz.  , 

que  comegaram  cm  1895  de  accordo  com  o  contracto 
Wrado  com  0  Govcrno  mcxicano  por  Pearson  &  Sons  dc  Londrcs  estao 
P'ogrcdindo  favoravclmcntc.  Os  detalhes  rclativos  a  este  emprcza  se  publica- 
^noBoLETiM  Mensal  do  mez  de  Setcmbro  dc  1895. 

^^ngenhciro  do  Govcrno  que  tem  a  inspecgao  dos  trabalhos  por  conta  deste, 
^^  uitimamcntc  um  relatorio  pelo  qual  sc  sabc  que  a  construc^ao  dos  diqucs 
^t>  progrcdindo  satisfactoriamcntc ;   estao-sc  collocando  ncUcs  grandes  bloqucs 

'concrcta.  Tem-sc  obtida  uma  profundidade  de  8  metros  e  50  centimctros 
^  mar  baixo  entre  o  molhc  da  estrada  dc  ferro  mexicana  e  o  dique  do  norocste ; 
^  *^  Laja  dc  Adentro,  tem-sc  obtidos  10  metros  dc  profundidade.  Em  outras 
P^'^tcs  do  porto,  tem-sc  levado  a  cabo  trabalhos  considcraveis,  obtendo-sc  uma 
promndidadc  proporcionada.  Os  trabalhos  de  extensao  da  doca  de  alfandega 
'^ontmuam  com  actividade  ;  os  pilarcs  sao  de  a^o  c  o  soalho  dc  madeira.  A  cons- 
^f^c^ao  dc  csgoios  esti  muito  adiantada. 

^'*""™»«9«o  Directa  com     ^  companhia  denominada  Port  Arthur  and  Mexican 
°*^'  Steamship  Company,  formada  com  o  objecto  de  estabe- 

^^  uma  linha  de  navega^ao  que  sc  liguc  com   a  estrada  dc  ferro  que  leva  o 
noiDc  dc  Kansas  City,  Pittsburgh,  and  Gulf  Railroad,  incorporou-se  sob  as  Icis 
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do  Estado  de  Missouri  com  urn  capital  dc  $100,000,      Ao  principle  a  linha  te 

s6inente  dous  vapores  de  carga,  mas  espera-se  que  mais  tarde  cstabclccer*se- 

um  servi^o  de  passageiros.      Os  vapores  navegarao  cntre   Port  Arthur,  tcrmi 

da  estrada  dc  ferro  e  os  portos   mexicanos.      Diz-se  que  ja  se  celebraram  co 

tractos  que  garantem  1,800  toneladas  de  carga  cada  mcz  durante  todo  o  ann 

Os  ditos  carganientos  virao  de  varias  partes  do  Mexico  a  Kansas  City,  que  sc 

o  ponto  do  distribui9ao.      Esta  linha  directa  de  communica^ao   por  estrada  < 

ferro  e  vapor,  sob  uma  s6  administra^ao,  seri,  sem  duvida  alguma,  muito  ui 

para  o  grande  trafico  que  existe  ji  entre  Kansas  City  e  outros  pontos  e  a  Rcpi 

blica  do  Mexico. 

O  Governo  mexicano  decretou  a  annullacao  da  con 
Annnllaffio  de  Dma  Oon-  r»        *  /-> 

cessio   de   Estrada   de    cessao  feita  a  R.  Marin  e  Companhia  para  a  construcca* 

de  uma  estrada  de  ferro  de  Toluca,  capital  do  Estad* 
do  Mexico,  a  Iguala,  atravessando  os  districtos  mineiros  de  Tomascaltcpcc 
Sultepec,  Zacualpam  e  Tasco.  A  rescisao  do  contracto  6  baseada  na  falta  d 
cumprimento  por  parte  do  concessionario  com  as  condigoes  do  contracto  cclc 
brado  a  17  de  Dezembro  de  1896,  e  approvado  pelo  Congresso  a  5  dc  Jancir 
de  1897.  Pelas  estipula^oes  deste  contracto  devem-se  comcgar  os  trabalhos  d 
linha  dentro  de  doze  mezes  a  contar  da  ultima  data.  A  rescisao  da  concessa 
leva  comsigo  a  perda  por  parte  da  companhia  de  $^,000  que  se  depositarai 
como  fundo  de  garantia. 

Riqoexa  Mineral  do  Eetado       Segundo  estimativas  feitas  pelos  Srs.  Enrique  C.  Creei 
deOhihaahna.  director  do    Banco  de    Mineiros,  e   Frederico  DueloJ 

director  da  Companhia  de  Mineraes  Mexicana,  a  riqueza  mineral  do  Estado  o 
Chihuahua  6  como  se  segue : 


Minas. 


Santa  Eulalia 

Parral  

Cusihuiriachic 

Batopilas 

Barranca  del  Cobre  .... 

Urique 

Corralitos 

Cuasapares  c  Palmarejo 

Morelos 

Guadalupe  e  Calvo  . . . . 

Ocampo 

Finos  Altos 

Concheno  

Yoquivo 

Urachic 

Magistral  e  Terrazas  . . . 

Sabinal 

Murillo 

Descubridora 


Valor. 


$1. 
I. 


350.  oc 

boo,oc 
100.  o<: 

100,0^ 
500,0c 

800.  (K 

50.0*^ 

i50,o<: 

400.0^ 
350,0c 

350.  oc 
50.  oc 
100.  oc 
300.  o<: 
300,0c: 
150.0C 
300.0c: 


Total S,  150,00 


O  valor   dos   quatro  metaes,  prata,  ouro,  chumbo   e   cobre   6   calculado  ci 
$1,650,000,  $1,500,000,  $650,000  e  $350,000,  respectivamcnte. 
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NICARAGUA. 

EmbaranM de  BananaB         ^  Sr.    M.    J.    Clancy,   agente   consular   dos    Estados 
Eraporada*.  Unidos  cm  Blucficlds,  communica  a  csta  Sccretaria  que 

alguns  dos  cultivadorcs  nas  margens  do  Rio  Escondido  e  scus  tributarios,  estao 
fezendoexpcrimcntos  no  embarque  de  bananas  evaporadas.  O  primciro  embarquc 
sccfFcctuou  rccentcmentc  para  New  Orleans,  com  resultados  muito  satisfactorios; 
csccspcraque  por  meio  deste  novo  processo,  poderao  utilisar-se  milhoes  dc 
pequcnos  caches  de  bananas  proprias  para  seccar,  mas  nao  adaptaveis  i  expor- 
tajao  no  estado  natural.  Os  trabalhos  se  levam  hoje  a  cabo  de  uma  maneira 
muito  imperfeita,  pois  as  pessoas  occupadas  nesta  industria  carecem  de  um  con- 
hecimcnto  pratico  da  materia.  A  introduc^ao  de  machinas  e  trabalhadorcs 
apropriados  a  estcs  trabalhos,  abriri  em  Nicaragua  uma  industria  nova  e  lucra- 
tiva  e  um  mcrcado  aos  Estados  Unidos  para  a  venda  das  fcrramentas  e  manu- 
facturas  que  sc  necessitani  para  csta  industria. 

PERU. 
„  .,  A  actividade  mineira  ao  Peru  accentua  cada  dia  a  ne- 

'^cUntt  para  Minara^flo. 

cessidade  de  machinas  aperfei9oadas  para  aquella  indus- 
tna.  Uma  das  necessidades  mais  urgentes  6  a.  do  uso  de  dragas  para  chegar  ao 
Icitodos  rios,  onde  ha  depositadas  immensas  quantidades  de  ouro.  Actualmentc 
^cmprcgam  meios  muito  primitives;  taboleiros  de  madeira  de  uma  capacidade 
dc  '5  ^i^ras  de  areia.  Em  consequencia  da  falta  de  facilidades,  s6  se  recolhe 
ouro  dc  Junho  a  Outubro,  epocha  cm  que  as  aguas  estao  baixas,  mas  si  sc 
wipregasscm  dragas  poderia  trabalhar-se  durante  todo  o  anno.  A  conclusao  da 
novacstrada  de  ferro  de  Crucero  a  Phara  e  Huari-Huari,  atravez  da  uma  sec^ao 
do  paiz  rica  cm  depositos,  ofFcrcceri  facilidades  para  o  transporte  de  machinas  c 
odesenvolvimento  das  minas  dc  ouro  daquella  regiao. 
,    .  O  Sr.  Alfred  St.   John,  consul  geral  interino  da  GrS 

Dretanha  cm  Lima,  communxcou  ao  scu  Ooverno  a 
^"Cgada  ao  Peru  do  represcntante  dc  uma  companhia  dc  immigra^ao  de  Tokio, 
0  qua!  fez  arranjos  com  varies  donos  dc  planta^oes  dc  assucar  para  o  emprcgo 
lacjuella  paiz  dc  500  trabalhadorcs  japonezes,  pclo  menos.  Accrescenta-se  que 
**  «tabclcccri  uma  linha  de  vapores  entre  os  pertos  do  Japae  c  es  do  America 
do  Sul  para  transportar  estes  trabalhadorcs.  O  object©  do  projecte  nao  6 
wmente  ofFcrcccr  sahida  para  e  exccsso  de  popula^ao  dos  districtes  do  japao, 
^^  tambcm  abrir  communica^ao  commercial  dirccta  com  a  America  do  Sul. 
^''""fflercio de  Borrachaem  ^  commcrcio  dc  borracha  que  tem  scu  centre  cm  Iqui- 
quitoa.  ^^^  ^  g^^  cxporta^ao  pclos  pertos  dc  Manxes  e  Pari,  tern 

^'do,  dcsde  muito  tempo,  muito  considcravcl.  O  "  India  Rubber  World  "  que 
^  publica  cm  New  York,  diz  que  a  exporta^ao  dirccta  dc  borracha  de  Iquitos 
para  a  Europa  tem  side  nove  vczes  maior  nos  ultimos  quatro  annos,  e  que  as 
wporta^oes  para  scr  recmbarcadas  nos  pertos  dc  Manxes  c  Para,  ten  augmen- 
^0  tambcm    consider avelmente.      Este    augmento   de   commcrcio    sc   explica 
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facilmente  pela  maior  facilidade  de  transporte  naquella  parte  do  paiz.  I 
lamcntar-se,  portanto,  que  neste  novo  impulse  commercial  do  Alto  Amaz 
o  eommercio  dos  Estados  Unidos  6  dc  pouca  importancia. 

SALVADOR. 

Fagamento  de  Direito.  de       ^   Governo  de    Salvador  decretou  que  o   pagam 
lniporta9ao.  ^^  S3  P^^  cento  dos  direitos  de  importa^ao  se  fa^; 

maneira  seguinte :  32  por  cento  em  ouro  americano,  10  por  cento  em  apo 
de  alfandegas,  5  por  cento  em  apolices  emittidas  pela  Casa  de  Moeda, 
por  cento  em  apolices  da  divida  franceza.  Quando  as  apolices  estcjam  esgota 
as  por^oes  correspondentes  pagar-se-hao  em  ouro  americano,  o  qual  p 
que  este  foi  adoptado  naquelle  paiz  como  a  base  do  novo  padrao  de  ouro. 

URUGUAY. 

A  exporta^ao  de  la  durante  a  estayao  que  term 
Porto  de  Montevideo.  t        •         1  •  1  •       1       1    1  1 

em  Janeiro  de  1898,  tem  sido  mais  do  dobro  do  qu 

no   periodo  correspondente   do  anno   passado,   pois   o   numero  de  fardos 

respectivamente,   de   30,580   e   dc    14,324.      Quanto   a   cereacs,   os   algari: 

mostram  que  na  segunda  metade  de  Janeiro  se  exportaram  10,333  tonelads 

trigo,  1,681  de  farinha  e  695  de  farelo. 

VENZUELA. 

Fabrica  de  Oerreja  em        ^  consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Puerto  Cabcllo 
Puerto  Oabello.  forma  que  devido  ao  estabelecimento   recente  de  fab 

de  cerveja  em  Caracas,  Puerto  Cabello  e  em  Maracaibo,  as  importances  c 
bebida  tem  chegado  a  ser  quasi  nx>minaes  e  que  dentro  de  pouco  terao  ces 
inteiramente.      Outr'ora  se  importavam  grandes  quantidades    de    cerveja 
Estados  Unidos,  Inglaterra  e  AUemanha       Em  Puerto  Cabello,  tem-sc  constr 
uma  fabrica  de  cerveja,  cuja  capacidade  productora  6  de  2,642  canadas  cm  ^ 
c  quatro  horas,  esti  montada  com  machinas  as  mais  aperfeinoadas  e  produz 
cerveja  de  excellentc  qualidade.      A  fabrica  custa  cerca  de  $200,000,  e  6  proj 
dade  de   capitalistas    allemaes.       No   Brazil    tem-se  estabelecido   tambem 
industria.      Em  Porto  Allegre,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  tem-se  organisada  uma  c 
panhia  de  accionistas  com  um  capital  de  $3,500,000,  com  o  objccto  dc  estabcl 
fabricas  de  cerveja. 
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RAPPORT  ANNUEL  DU  BUREAU. 

^MINISTRATION      DU      DIRECTEUR,      FEU      M.     JOSEPH      P.     SMITH. 

DELIBERATIONS    DU  COMIT§;    EXECUTIF. NOMINATION    D'UN  DIREC- 

TEUR    PROVISOIRE. 

La  reunion  du  Comite  Executif  de  PUnion  Internationale  des 
epubliques  Americaines  a  eu  lieu  au  Departement  d'Etat,  le  28 
vrier  1898,  a  II  heures  du  matin,  en  reponse  a  Pappel  du  Se- 
€taire  d'Etat. 

Presents:  le  Secretaire  d'Etat,  president;  M.  Romero,  Minis- 
e  du  Mexique;  THonorable  W.  R.  Day,  sous-Secretaire 
'Etat;  M.  Frederic  Emory,  Directeur  en  exercice  du  Bureau 
es  Republiques  Americaines. 

M.  Andrade,  Ministre  du  Venezuela,  n'a  pas  pu  assister, 
^ais  M.  Romero  avait  ete  prie  de  le  representer  et  ainsi  un  quo- 
iin  du  Comite  a  ete  obtenu. 

Le  rapport  annuel  du  Directeur  du  Bureau  a  ete  presente  par 
-  President  du  Comite,  et  sur  la  proposition  de  Mr.  Romero  il  a 
^^  approuve,  et  son  envoi  aux  deux  Chambres  du  Congres  des 
^tats-Unis  et  aux  gouvemements  representes  dans  PUnion  Inter- 
^tionale  a  ete  ordonne. 

Un  rapport  de    M.  Frederic  Emory   relatif  a  la  condition 

*^  afeires  du    Bureau  a  ete   lu   par   le  sous-Secretaire  d'EtaL 
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Une  resolution  fut  presentee  et  adoptee  sur  la  propos^tior 
Mr.  Romero,  approuvant  les  conclusions  et  les  recommandat 
du  Directeur  en  exercice,  et  nommant  Directeur  du  Bureau 
Republiques  Americaines  M.  Frederic  Emory,  pour  une  per 
qui  ne  depassera  pas  Tannee  budgetaire  courante,  finissant  I 
juin  1898. 

La  resolution  dit  que  la  nomination  a  ete  feite  afin  de  pernio 
au  Directeur  provisoire  de  reorganiser  completement  les  affi 
du  Bureau,  de  resilier  tous  les  contrats  faits  pour  obtenir 
annonces,  pour  la  sollicitation  d'abonnements  ou  autres  fini 
commerce  qui  lui  sembleraient  nuisibles  aux  interets  du  Bu 
et  de  reorganiser  le  personnel,  faisant  les  reductions  dudit  perso 
ou  de  ses  appointements  et  de  les  arranger  comme  il  jugera  rn 
saire,  "tenant  toujours  compte  des  interets  generaux  de  TU 
Internationale  et  des  desirs  du  Comite  Executif. " 

Le  Comite  a  autorise  le  Directeur  a  faire  terminer  immed 
ment  les  contrats  actuels  pour  la  sollicitation  d'annonces  et  d'a 
nements  aux  publications  du  Bureau,  moyennant  commission, 
abolir  la  succursale  du  Bureau  a  New-York. 

D'accord  avec  ces  instructions,  le  Directeur  a  donnc  avis  1 
fevrier  a  Tagent  d'annonces  du  Bureau  de  Paction  du  Co 
Executif. 

Les  annonces  seront  re9ues  pour  le  Bulletin  comme  autre 

le  rapport  annuel  du  bureau,  acc( 
pagn£  D'UNE  note  explicative  du 
recteur  en  exercice,  est  comme  su 

Bureau  des  Republiques  Americaines,  Union 
Internationale  des  Republiques  Americaines, 

H^ashington^  U.  S.  ^.,  le  28  fevrier  18^ 
A  l'Honorable  John  Sherman, 

President  du  Comite  Executif  de  r  Union  International 
Republiques  Americaines. 
Monsieur:  J'ai  Phonneur  de  transmettre  sous  ce  pli,  le  raj 
annuel  du  Directeur  du  Bureau  des  Republiques  Ameria 
Ce  rapport  a  ete  prepare  d'accord  avec  les  instructions  du  E 
teur  du  Bureau,  feu  M.  Joseph  P.  Smith,  d'accord  avec  les  i 
qu'il  a  transmises  pour  servir  de  base  au  document  Le  broij 
avait  ete  envoye  a  M.  Smith  a  Miami,  Floride,  mais  il  k 
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c  lorsqu'il  etait  trop  malade  pour  y  donner  son  attention. 
:efois,  je  suis  sur  que  le  rapport  resume  en  substance  les  vues 
VI.  Smith,  et  comme  il  presente  un  resume  soigne  des 
ux  du  Bureau  sous  sa  direction  et  indique  les  fins  generales 
avait  en  vues,  je  juge  qu'il  n'est  que  juste  qu'il  soit  soumis 
Somite  Executif  pour  sa  deliberation  et  pour  etre  ensuite 
ye  au  Congres  des  Etats-Unis  et  aux  Gouvernements  des 
!S  Republiques  de  PUnion  Internationale,  comme  rapport 
lel  du  Bureau. 

Tres  Respectueusement, 

Frederic  Emory, 
Directeur  en  Exercice. 

Miami,  Fla.,  le  28  jarrcier  i8g8. 

Secretaire  d'Etat,  President  et  aux  Membres  du  ComitE 
xecutif  de  l'Union  Internationale  des  Republiques 
mericaines. 

Iessieurs:  En  transmettant  mon  premier  rapport  annuel 
me  Directeur  du  Bureau  des  Republiques  Americaines,  j'ai 
laisir  de  vous  feliciter  sur  le  progrcs  marque  qu'a  fait  le 
?au  dans  la  dignite  et  I'utilite  de  ses  travaux.  La  sagesse  de 
rcation  du  Bureau  comme  agence  internationale  pour  Ten- 
igement  de  commerce  et  Tagrandissement  general  des  rela- 

fraternelles  entre  les  Republiques  de  I'Hemisphfire  occi- 
il  a  ete,  selon  mon  avis,  amplement  assuree  par  les  resultats 
nplis,  et  Tavenir  promet  un  developpement  grand  et  sain  de 
[loyens  pour  les  interets  pratiques.  Une  entreprise  d'une  si 
le  nouveaute  comme  but,  et  surchargce  de  tant  d'elements  de 
bles  malentendus,  comme  une  union  internationale,  com- 
?  de  dix-neuf  gouvernements  distincts  et  bien  individualises, 
?tre,suivant  la  nature  meme  des  choses,  d^abord  une  experience 
I  travail  de  developpement  graduel  d'annee  en  annce. 
serait  difficile  de  trouver  un  temoignage  plus  convaincant  de 
lidarite  generale  des  interets  des  Republiques  des  deux  con- 
ts  americains  que  dans  le  fait,  que  bien  que  cette  entreprise 
:e  souvent  menacee  par  critiques  hostiles  provenant  du  dehors, 
L  non  seulement  resiste  a  toutes  les  attaques,  mais  qu'aujour- 

Tappui  qu'elle  re9oit  de  tous  les  pays  de  T Union  est  plus 
t  plus  uni  qu'au  commencement  de  son  existence  genereuse. 
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Le  Bureau  doit  beaucoup  de  son  expansion  recente  a  I'activ^  itcet 
a  la  participation  des  representants,  a  Washington,  des  plasieurs 
Republiques  interessees,  et  il  vient  de  recevoir  une  preuve     /rap- 
pante  de  la  genereuse  appreciation  de  son  travail  de  la  part  des 
Etats-Unis  dans  la  provision  faite  recemment  par  le  Congres  des 
Etats-Unis  pour  les  depenses  de  Tannee  budgetaire  courante. 
Depuis  la  date  du  dernier  rapport  de  mon  predecesseur,  Ic  2^ 

Janvier  1897,  les  publications  suivantes  ont  ete  publiees: 

Code  de  la  Nomenclature  Commerciale,  en  anglais,  espagnol^^ 
portugais  (edition  revue  et  corrigee). 

Code  de  la  Nomenclature  Commerciale,  en  espagnol,  anglais 
et  portugais. 

Code  de  la  Nomenclature  Commerciale,  en  portugais,  espagnol 
et  anglais. 

Annuaire  du  Commerce  des  Republiques  Americaines,  tome 
premier. 

Service  diplomatique  et  consulaire  des  Republiques  de  TAmcri- 
que  Latine  et  d'Hawai  aux  Etats-Unis. 

Service  diplomatique  et   consulaire  des    Etats-Unis  (revu  et 
corrige  jusqu'au  iQJuillet  1897). 

Guide  d' Alaska. 

Guide  de  Guatemala  (revu). 

Guide  d'Hawai. 

Tarif  Douanier  du  Perou,  1896. 

Tarif  Douanier  des  Etats-Unis,  1897  (anglais). 

Tarif  Douanier  des  Etats-Unis,  1897  (fran9ais). 

Tarif  Douanier  des  Etats-Unis,  1897  (portugais). 

Tarif  Douanier  des  Etats-Unis,  1897  (espagnol). 

Bulletins  Mensuels,  depuis  le  mois  de  fevrier  1897,  jusqu'au 
mois  de  Janvier  1898,  inclusivement. 

Almanach  des  journaux  de  TAmerique-Latine. 

Liste  postale  officielle  du  Bureau  des  Republiques  Americanes. 

Reciprocity  et  Commerce. 

Commerce  Espagnol-Americain. 

Specifications  pour  le  nouveau  palais  legislatif  de  la  Cite  de 
Mexico. 

Relations  Commercials  en  Amerique. 

Copies  de  ces  publications  accompagnent  ce  rapport  comme 
annexes  I  a  XX,  inclusivement. 

Le  travail  le  plus  important  accompli  pendant  I'annee,  a  ete  la 
preparation  de  TAnnuaire  du  Commerce  des  Republiques  Ameri- 
caines.    Pen  de  temps  apres  mon  entree  dans  le  Bureau,  je  suis 
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ive  a  la  conclusion  que  Pun  des  moyens  les  plus  efRcaces  pour 
rapprochement  plus  intime  des  relations  entre  les  fabricants  et 
I  marchands  des  difFerentes  contrees,  et  pour  augmenter  ainsi 
industries  et  le  commerce,  etait  de  leur  fournir  des  informations 
actes  sur  les  noms  de  maisons  interessees  dans  certaines  branches 
commerce  ou  de  productions,  augmentees  des  demicres  donnees 
'il  fut  possible  d'obtenir,  quant  aux  ressources,  au  commerce,  aux 
nufactures,  aux  usages  commerciaux,  aux  lois  relatives  aux 
vets  d'invention  eta  la  proprieie  litteraire,  aux  patentes  de  com- 
rce,  aux  tarifs  des  douanes,  aux  reglements  de  passeports,  etc., 
i  Republiques  Americaines  et  des  colonies  des  Indes  Occiden- 
ts et  de  I'Amerique  du  Centre  et  du  Sud,  avec  lesquelles  les 
ricants  sont  si  intimement  lies  dans  leurs  rapports  commerciaux. 
f 'ai  vite  vu  que  les  commer9ants  des  Etats-Unis  reconnaissaient 
e  ce  travail  etait  une  des  necessites  les  plus  pressantes  pour  Taug- 
ntation  du  commerce  avec  les  contrees  latines  americaines.  Le 
reau  avait  deja  public  des  annuaires  de  commerce  qui,  tout 
etant  utiles  au  temps  de  leur  publication,  etaient  devenus  su- 
nes.  J'ai  senti  que  ce  qui  etait  demande  du  Bureau  etait  une 
ryclopedie  pratique  des  industries  et  du  commerce  des  contrees 
i  composent  T Union  Internationale.  Naturellement,  une  tache 
ne  telle  magnitude  necessitait  de  grands  frais  pour  la  reunion 
a  compilation  de  tant  de  donnees,  pour  sa  traduction  en  espagnol, 
portugais,  et  en  fram;ais,  et  pour  la  classification  de  plusieurs 
lliers  de  noms. 

Par-dessus  tout,  il  me  semblait  indispensable  que  le  travail  fut 
ige  avec  le  plus  grand  soin,  afin  que  la  publication  fut  partout 
onnue  comme  une  autorite.  C 'etait  une  enterprise  qui,  sous  des 
iditions  ordinaires,  aurait  consume  une  periode  de  temps  con- 
erable,  mais  avec  la  cooperation  active  du  Departement  d'Etat 
Taugmentation  du  personnel  du  Bureau  en  vue  de  ce  projet 
'*cial,  je  suis  arrive,  avec  Taide  precieuse  des  Gouvernements 
cresses,  par  Pentremise  de  leurs  representants  a  Washington  et 
5  fonctionnaires  de  leurs  differents  departements  administratifs, 
:ompleter  et  a  publier  le  premier  tome  en  huit  mois  environ 
■es  la  date  de  sa  preparation  et  en  cinq  mois  environ  apres  le 
nmencement  du  travail  actif  C'etait  tout  d'abord  notre  in- 
ition  d'avoir  I'ouvrage  complet  en  un  volume,  mais  a  mesure 
c  le  travail  continuait  on  a  juge  lies  donnees  obtenues  si  nom- 
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breuses  et  si  utiles  qu'elles  necessiteraient  la  publication  de  de 
tomes. 

Le  second  tome  est  en  cours  de  preparation  et  sera  public 
1*'  mars.  Par  d'autres  mots,  j'aurai  la  satisfaction  d'avoir  mei 
a  une  fin  heureuse,  pendant  la  premiere  annee  de  ma  directioi 
une  entreprise  que  j'espere  demontrera  efFectivement  les  moyen 
que  possede  le  Bureau  pour  Paccomplissement  des  fins  pou 
lesquelles  il  a  ete  cree,  et  surtout  pour  la  publication  d'ouvragci 
npn  seulement  de  valeur  pratique  pour  le  commerce,  mais  d'un 
importance  reconnue  pour  les  economistes,  les  financiers  et  le 
legislateurs  du  monde  entier.  Quant  a  ceci,  j'espere  que  je  sera 
acquitte  de  toute  charge  d'egoisme  en  louant  un  ouvrage  ave 
lequel  j'ai  ete  si  intimement  associe,  par  les  temoignages  ici  pr( 
sentes  sous  forme  d'un  grand  nombre  de  lettres,  non  soUicitee: 
re9ues  d'hommes  importants  et  d'associations  commercials  repri 
sentatives  du  pays.     (Annexe  XXI.) 

Parmi  ces  lettres  seront  trouves  des  mots  d'eloges  de  Tancie 
Secretaire  d'Etat,  THonorable  Richard  Olney,  qui  etait  aus* 
autrefois  le  president  honore  de  votre  comite  et  I'un  des  partisan 
les  plus  enthousiasmes  du  systeme  actuel  gouvemant  le  Bureau 
PHonorable  Warner  Miller,  qui,  pendant  des  annees  a  et 
intimement  associe  avec  le  Canal  de  Nicaragua;  Mr.  William E 
Curtis,  le  premier  Directeur  du  Bureau;  Mr.  Clinton  Fui 
BisH,  mon  predecesseur ;  Mr.  Theodore  C.  Search,  president  d 
TAssociation  Nationale  des  Manufacturiers;  un  nombre  de  con 
mer9ants  trcs  connus  qui  ont  ete  longtemps  identifies  avec  le  con 
merce  sud-americain  et  un  nombre  de  Senateurs  et  de  Depute 
du  Congres  des  Etats-Unis.  Des  exemplaires  du  tome  premi< 
de  PAnnuaire  furent  envoycs  le  1 1  novembre  1897  ^"^  ^^^ 
dents  des  Republiques  qui  composent  I'Union,  et  le  meme  joi 
un  exemplaire  a  ete  officiellement  presentc  au  President  des  Etat 
Unis  par  des  representants  du  Comite  Executif,  a  savoir,  THom 
rable  John  Sherman,  Secretaire  d'Etat  des  Etats-Unis;  le  Sen( 
Don  Mat!as  Romero,  Ministre  du  Mexique,  etle  Senor  Dr.  Do 
Martin  Garcia  Merou,  Ministre  de  la  Republique  Argentin 
Un  rapport  complet  des  deliberations  est  ici  joint.  (Anne) 
XXII.) 

Des  exemplaires  ont  ete  envoyes  aussi  aux  membres  du  Cat 
net  du   President  qui   en  ont  accuse   reception  par  des  term 
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chaleurcux  d'appreciation,  comme  on  verra  par  la  lecture  de  leurs 

lettrcs ci-jointes  (Annexe  XXII). 
Bien  que  I'on  pense  que  I'Annuaire  peut  supporter  Pexamen 

Ic  plus  scrutateur,  on  espere  que  les  editions  prochaines  le  ren- 

dront  encore  plus  utile  aux  grands  interets  qu'il  a  ete  destine  a 

cncourager. 
Inexperience  du  Bureau  relativement  aux  publications  du  Code 

de  la  Nomenclature  Commerciale,  dont  presque  I'entiere  edition 
est  actuellement  emmagasinee,  en  attendant  des  acheteurs,  m'a 
decide  a  adopter  les  methodes  des  maisons  de  publications  pour  la 
sollicitation  en  avance  d'abonnes,  avec  le  resultat  que  le  departe- 
mcnt  commercial  du  Bureau,  necessairement  etabli  a  New  York, 
le  grand  centre  commercial  poiir  ce  travail,  est  arrive  a  vendre 
jusqu'au  i"  Janvier  3,079  copies  de  TAnnuaire  du  Commerce, 
s'elevant  a  une  somme  de  $15,395.  Les  depens^s  totales  de 
I'Annuaire,  y  compris  le  recueil  et  la  publication  des  donnees 
statistiques  et  descriptives  et  la  traduction  dans  plusieurs  langues, 
ct  la  reunion  et  classification  de  plus  de  100,000  de  noms  de 
maisons  de  commerce,  ont  ete  d'environ  $48,000.  Les  revenus  de 
I'Annuaire  s'eleveront  a  $20,000  environ,  faisant  une  depense  nette 
dc  $28,000.  Cette  depense  me  parait  entierement  justifiee  par  les 
resultats  qui  semblent  assures  pour  le  bien  des  interets  communs. 
En  plus  de  I'Annuaire  du  Commerce  qui,  comme  j'ai  deja 
rcmarque,  a  employe  tant  du  temps  et  des  energies  du  Bureau, 
le  Bulletin  Mensuel,  qui  est  Torgane  officiel  de  TUnion  Interna- 
tionale, pendant  Tannee  passee  a  ete  beaucoup  augmente  et  ame- 
liore.  L'edition  compte  actuellement  75,000  exemplaires  chaque 
fflois,  dont  plus  de  40,000  sont  en  circulation  dans  les  contrees  de 
I'Amerque  latine,  et  les  recettes  re9ues  des  annonces  ont  augmente 
<lc  $6416.14  pendant  Tannee  budgetaire  finissant  le  30  juin  1897, 
2  $13,025.24  pour  les  six  mois  jusqu'au  31  decembre  1897,  ou 
plus  du  double  des  recettes  pour  Tannee  precedente.  Pour  les 
six  mois  a  partir  du  ler  Janvier  au  ler  juillet  1898,  les  recettes 
provcnant  de  cette  source,  en  toute  probabilite,  ne  seront  pas  au- 
dessous  de  $30,000. 

On  espere  qu'avec  le  cours  du  temps,  les  revenus  recus  des 
Nonces  pourront  subvenir  a  Tentretien  du  Bureau.  On  ne  se 
propose  pas  de  rendre  le  Bulletin  une  source  de  revenu  pour  le 
Bureau,  mais  tout  simplement   d'obtenir   les   moyens   pour  lui 
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assurer  la  meilleure  matiere  pour  ses  pages  et  pour  elargir  sa  ciro 
lation  jusqu'a  tous  les  endroits  qui  sont  d'importance  dans  j 
developpement  du  commerce  international.  Si  cette  tacon  de  voi 
est  poursuivie,  il  est  evident  que  le  Bulletin  doit  devenir  unt 
grande  agence  dans  Tencouragement  des  interets  des  manufac- 
tuners  et  des  commer9ants  de  toutes  les  Republiques.  A  Tocca- 
sion  de  mon  entree  au  Bureau,  j'etais  dispose  a  questionner  la 
sagesse  de  I'insertion  dans  le  Bulletin,  d'annoces  payees,  mais 
apres  avoir  soigj^eusement  examine  le  sujet,  j  ai  ete  convaincu 
que  les  benefices  a  etre  ressentis  dans  toutes  les  Republiques 
Americaines  par  suite  de  Padoption  de  ce  systeme  par  la  con- 
ference des  representants  de  TUnion  Internationale  en  1896, 
dcmontrerent  la  sagesse  de  cette  resolution. 

Une  des  raisons  les  plus  importantes  pour  I'insertion  d'annonces 
dans  cette  publication,  se  trouve  dans  le  fait,  que  c'est  seulement 
par  le  moyen  d'annonces  que  les  habitants  d'un  pays  peuvent 
obtenir  des  informations  de  nature  pratique  relatives  aux  echanges 
commerciaux,  aux  manufactures,  aux  commer9ants  et  aux  oppor- 
tunites  commercials  en  general,  des  autres  pays.  Ce  fait  est 
clairement  demontre  par  la  reception  au  Bureau,  de  lettres  d'un 
grand  nombre  de  manufacturiers,  de  marchands  etd'expediteursdcs 
Etats-Unis,  Tinformant  des  augmentations  importantes  dans  Ic 
commerce,  comme  resultat  du  contact  direct  du  vendeur  et  du 
consommateur,  obtenu  par  le  moyen  des  annonces  paraissantdanslc 
Bulletin.  Joint  a  ce  rapport,  on  trouvera  un  nombre  de  lettres 
re9ues  des  principales  maisons  aux  Etats-Unis  donnant  preuvedu 
commerce  obtenu  par  ce  moyen  (annexe  XXIII).  II  arrive  que 
les  benefices  ici  decrits  sont  en  faveur  des  Etats-Unis,  et  pour  cette 
raison  je  trouve  que  le  Bureau  a  droit  a  s'attendre  a  un  appui 
convenable  de  ce  pays;  mais  tous  les  membres  de  T Union  Inter- 
nationale retireront  indubitablement  leur  part  des  profits  qui 
resulteront  de  Telargissement  des  rapports  commerciaux. 

Le  Code  de  la  Nomenclature  Commerciale,  commence  park 
premier  Directeur,  sous  les  instructions  re9ues  de  PUnion  Interna- 
tionale, fut  termine  et  public,  sous  une  forme  plus  avantageuse  que 
celle  proposee  en  premier  lieu,  en  trois  volumes,  en  anglais,  en 
espagnol  et  en  portugais,  avec  les  equivalents  en  chaque  cas  dans 
les  autres  langues,  dans  les  trois  mois  suivant  ma  nomination 
comme  Directeur.     La  valeur  de  cet  ouvrage,  dont  le  travail  a 
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:upe  sept  axis,  est  generalement  reconnue  par  ceux  qui  sont 
gages  dans  le  commerce  latin  americain,  et  il  sera  sans  doute 
ssible  avec  le  cours  du  temps,  a  mesure  qu'il  est  analyse  par 
sage  pratique,  de  Taugmenter  et  le  perfectionner.* 
Pendant  Pete  passe  le  Bureau  a  public  des  guides  particuliers 
rl'Alaska  et  le  Hawa'i  a  cause  de  Pinteret  general  soulevc  par  la 
couverte  d'or  dans  le  premier  pays  et  par  I'annexation  proposee 
demier  pays  aux  Etats-Unis,  et  de  la  demande  generale  d'infor- 
itions  qu'on  croyait  que  le  Bureau  devait  foumir.  Les  lies 
iwai,  bien  qu'elles  ne  soient  pas  officiellement  membres  de 
nion,  furent  comprises  dans  le  programme  de  ses  operations  et 
rs  relations  particulieres  avec  les  Etats-Unis  me  semblent  justi- 
Taction  de  les  comprendre  dans  le  plan  general  du  travail  du 
reau.  Pour  la  meme  raison,  le  Hawa'i  a  ete  incorpore  dans  le 
me  I  de  I'Annuaire  du  Commerce.  Pendant  Tannee  on  a  pu- 
l  promptement  les  changements  apportes  aux  tarifs  douaniers  des 
sieurs  pays  composant  T Union  Internationale,  et  des  editions 
ciales  des  nouvelles  lois  douanieres  du  Perou  et  des  Etats-Unis 
ete  publiees,  ces  dernieres  etant  publiees  en  espagnol,  en  por- 
;ais  et  en  fran9ais,  aussi  bien  qu'en  anglais.  Des  editions  revues 
:orrigees  du  guide  du  Bresil,  de  la  Colombie,  de  Costa  Rica, 
Mexique  et  du  Venezuela  sont  en  voie  de  preparation  et  seront 
)liees  aussitot  que  possible  sous  forme  augmentee  et  avec  les 
nieres  informations  statistiques. 

En  plus  du  travail  de  publication  qui  a  ete  decrit,  le  Bureau  a 
jmente  ses  devoirs  par  la  creation  d'une  section  d'information, 
1  de  repondre,  avec  le  moindre  delai  possible,  aux  nombreuses 
nandes  de  donnees  exactes  relatives  aux  Republiques  Latino- 
nericaines.  Depuis  le  ler  septembre  prcs  de  400  communica- 
ns  de  ce  caractere  ont  ete  re9ues,  et  apres  que  les  recherches 
cessaires  ont  ete  faites,  on  y  a  repondu,  avec  le  resultat  d'avoir 
mte  grandement  a  la  connaissance  des  communautes  commer- 
ces des  pays  interesses  dans  les  conditions  qui  augmenteront 
ivantage  Techange  de  produits. 

Le  travail  du  Bureau  ayant  ete  ainsi  considerablement  augmente, 
a  ete  necessaire  d'augmenter  le  personnel  pour  faire  face  aux  exi- 

Voir  Bulletin  pour  le  mois  de  f6vrier,  page  1430.  L'adoption  du  Code  de  la 
Denclature  Commerciale  par  le  Tr6sor  des  Etats-Unis  comme  livre  de  r6f6rence 
t  Jes  Douanes. 


l6l2  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

gences  speciales  pour  la  prompte  publication  de  T Annuaire  du  Co/r 
merce.     Une  fois  cette  necessite  passee,  le  personnel  a  etc  reduii 
a  des  conditions  plus  normales;  mais  je  puis  dire  franchement  que 
si  le  travail  du  Bureau  correspond  aux  necessites  du  developpe- 
ment  commercial  parmi  les  Republiques  de  T Hemisphere  Occi- 
dental, il  doit  de  necessite  employer  un  large  et  couteux  personnel. 
En  plus  d'un  nombre  considerable  de  clercs,  il  est  absolument 
indispensable  qu'il  soit  pourvu  de  traducteurs  competents  pour 
traduire  promptement  en  espagnol,  portugais  et  en  fran9ais,la 
grande  quantite  de  donnees  preparees  pour  la  publication. 

En  plus  de  ceux-ci,  il  devrait  pouvoir  commander  les  services 
d'ecrivains  eminents  sur  les  conditions  economiques  qui  cons- 
tituent la  base  de  toute  augmentation  heureuse  du  commerce 
parmi  les  Republiques  Americaines.  Le  travail  que,  avee 
Papprobation  du  Comite  Executif,  j-aurais  le  plus  grand  plaisir 
a  poursuivre  avec  une  energie  sans  relache,  exige  des  facultcs  de 
premier  ordre,  et  il  serait  inutile  de  cacher  le  fait  que  les  grands 
buts  de  1' Union  Internationale  ne  peuvent  pas  etre  menes  a  fin 
sans  une  depense  bien  au-dessus  des  ressources  maigres  jusqu'ici 
a  la  disposition  du  Bureau.  Ce  fait  devient  plus  evident  encore 
quand  nous  considerons  que  meme  ce  qui  a  etc  accompli,  aussi 
imparfaitement  et  peu  satisiaisant  qu'il  a  du  etre  a  mes  prede- 
cesseurs,  tout  en  reflechissant  beaucoup  de  merite  sur  eux,  en  vuc 
des  desavantages  sous  lesquels  ils  ont  travaille,  n'aurait  jamais 
ete  accompli  sans  des  fonds  bien  au-dessus  des  sommes  votees  par 
le  Congres,  qui  ne  depasserent  jamais  36,000  de  dollars  par  an. 

Un  examen  montrera  que  les  anciens  Directeurs  du  Bureau 
ont  ete  obliges  d'avoir  recours  a  maints  expedients  afin  de  Icur 
permettre  de  publier  les  publications  qui  ont  paru  de  temps  en 
temps,  etant  hors  de  la  possibilite  de  Taccomplir  en  se  servant 
seulement  des  fonds  a  leur  disposition.  On  Pa  accompli  seule- 
ment  par  le  moyen  de  I'autorisation  obtenue  du  Congres  des 
Etats-Unis  d'imprimer,  comme  documents  officiels,  les  differcnts 
guides  et  autres  publications,  les  paiements  etant  faits  avec  les 
fonds  alloues  pour  I'impression  de  documents  officiels.  Malgrc 
ceci,  des  deficits  ont  ete  encourus  dans  le  compte  avec  rimprimeric 
Publique,  et  le  fait  est  avere  que  ces  deficits  s'elevent  a  des 
sommes  considerables.     Comme  je  ne  jouissais  pas,  comme  mcs 
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predecesseurs,  de  Pavantage  de  Tautorisation  officielle  indiquce,j'ai 
ht  trh  cmbarasse  dans  mes  efforts  pour  porter  remede  a  cette 
difficulte.  Toutefois  j'espere  que  cette  affaire  sera  ajustee  d'une 
maniere  satisfeisante  par   le  Congres  des  Etats-Unis. 

Laugmentation  temporaire  du  personnel  du  Bureau  a  forcement, 
augmente  les  depenses,  et  les  exigences  du  travail  depuis  lors  ont 
taxe  lourdement  les  ressources  du  Bureau  provenant  des  annonces, 
et  en  outre,  ont  epuise  les  sommes  allouees  par  le  Congres.  Par 
consequent,  j'ai  appele  Tattention  du  Secretaire  d'Etat  sur  la 
"ondition  des  affaires,  et  on  a  demande  au  Congres  des  Etats- 
L'nis  (le  voter  un  credit  urgent  de  $41,972  pour  faire  face  aux 
lepenses  du  Bureau  pour  les  six  mois  terminant  le  30  juin  1898. 
^ette  somme  a  etc  votee  sans  objection,  ce  qui  demontre  Tappre- 
iation  du  Congres  de  Tutilite  pratique  du  travail  du  Bureau. 
)n  a  aussi  recommande  au  Congres  de  voter  la  somme  enticre  de 
136,000  pour  les  depenses  du  Bureau  pour  Texercice,  finissant  le 
pjuin  1899.  Toutefois,  je  desire  remarquer  que  cette  somme, 
elon  mon  avis,  est  loin  d'etre  proportionnce  aux  besoins  pro- 
hainsdu  Bureau,  et  je  propose  respectueusement  aux  representants 
les  pays  qui  composent  TUnion  Internationale,  que  des  mesures 
oient  prises  pour  que  le  Bureau  puisse  se  servir  des  sommes  con- 
ribuees  par  les  autres  Republiques,  qui  sont  a  present  versees 
lans  le  Tresor  des  Etats-Unis  pour  le  rembourser  du  montant  des 
Juote-parts  des  differents  pays.  Ainsi  les  revenus  du  Bureau  de 
:es  sources  seraient  d'environ  $45,000  ou  $50,000.  Et  encore 
-ctte  somme  ne  suffirait  aucunement  aux  necessites  actuelles,  et  il 
Kt  a  esperer  que  des  mesures  seront  prises  pour  obtenir  pour  le 
Bureau  des  ressources  correspondantes  a  la  dignite  et  a  Tutilite 
pratique  de  son  travail. 

Un  des  buts  que  j'ai  eu  en  vue  depuis  que  je  me  suis  rendu 
^mpte  des  possibilites  du  Bureau  a  ete  la  cooperation  active  de 
^ous  les  membres  de  I'Union  Internationale,  non  seulement  des 
gouvcrnements  de  ces  contrees  auxquelles  je  suis  fort  redevable 
pour  leur  soutien  et  encouragement,  mais  des  interets  industriels 
^commerciaux  de  toutes  sortes.  II  me  semble  que  ce  but  serait 
^icux  poursuivi  par  la  nomination  de  commissaires,  representant 
^  Bureau,  qui  serviraient  sans  appointements,  dans  les  principaux 
^tres  industriels  et  commerciaux  des  differentes  contrees.  Ce 
Ball.  No.  9 12 
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serait  le  devoir  particulier  du  Bureau  d'informer  ces  representai 
des  developpements  et  opportunites  de  commerce,  des  conditio] 
du  marche,  des  exigences  du  consommateur,  etc.,  dans  les  autn 
pays,  et  les  commissaires  de  leur  part,  foumiraient  le  Bureau  un 
grande  quantite  de  donnees  utiles  relatives  a  leurs  localite 
respectives,  en  plus  d'attirer  ^attention  d'autres  dans  leur  voisinagc 
vers  le  travail  du  Bureau.  J'espere  que  cette  idee  se  recorr 
mandera  au  Comite  Executif,  et  que  je  puisse  compter  sur  s 
cooperation  en  ce  qui  me  parait  un  moyen  pratique  et  utile  pou 
Tagrandissement  des  relations  commercials. 

J'ai  le  plaisir  d'informer  le  Comite  Executif  que  le  Bureai 
d'accord  avec  les  recommandations  du  Comite  et  par  les  bor 
offices  des  representants  des  contrees  de  I'Amerique  latine  au 
Etats-Unis  et  des  ministres  accredites  par  les  Etats-Unis  dansce 
Republiques,  a  obtenu  le  privilege  de  Penvoi  franc  de  port,  d 
ses  publications  pour  distribution  dans  les  Republiques  de  Cost 
Rica,  de  TEquateur,  de  Guatemala,  d'Haiti,  du  Honduras,  d 
Nicaragua,  et  de  Venezuela.  L'importance  de  cette  concessio 
pour  le  Bureau  m'est  survenue  peu  de  temps  apres  mon  entree  e 
fonctions  et  je  desire  exprimer  mon  appreciation  de  la  prompt 
tude  avec  laquelle  ces  diflferentes  Republiques  ont  repondu  a  rn 
demande.  Jusqu'a  maintenant  le  Mexique  etait  le  seul  paysd 
rUnion  Internationale  qui  avait  accorde  ce  privilege  aux  publ 
cations  et  a  la  correspondance  du  Bureau.  J'ose  esperer  qu'avar 
peu,  tous  les  membres  de  TUnion  Internationale  feront  partie  d 
cet  arrangement  qui  diminue  grandement  les  frais  du  Burea 
pour  les  depenses  diverses. 

Un  des  signes  les  plus  encourageants  de  Tappreciation  croissant 
du  travail  du  Bureau  qui  ait  attire  mon  attention  se  trouv 
dans  I'interet  actif  montre  par  les  grandes  organisations  commei 
ciales  des  Etats-Unis,  telles  que  TAssociation  Nationale  dc 
Manufacturiers,  le  Musee  de  Philadelphie,  les  associations  dc 
exportateurs  de  New  York,  le  Cercle  Espagnol  de  St.  Louis  c 
autres.  Ces  difFerentes  organisations  ont  fait,  depuis  quelqu 
temps,  des  efforts  particuliers  pour  cultiver  et  developper  k 
relations  commercials  entre  les  Etats-Unis  et  leurs  voisins  d 
sud.  Le  musee  de  Philadelphie  a  donne  un  temoignage  ma 
quant  de   sa  liberalite    et  de  son  esprit  d'entreprise  dans  ccC 
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irection,  dans  le  voyage  des  commercants  latin-americains  a 
avers  les  Etats-Unis,  Pete  dernier,  qui  a  ete  le  resultat  de  ses 
Ibrts  speciaux,  et  TAssociation  Nationale  des  Manufacturiers 
lent  de  prendre  une  mesure  pratique  d'une  grande  importance, 
ar  Petablissement  a  Caracas  d'un  entrepot  d'echantillons. 

Toutes  ces  organisations  reconnaissent  qu'on  pourrait  faire  de  ce 
»ureau  un  facteur  puissant,  non  pas  pour  devancer  ou  supplanter 
^ur  travail,  mais  pour  le  seconder  par  des  efforts  intelligents  et 
icn  diriges.  Selon  mon  idee,  la  mission  du  Bureau  est  d'indiquer 
-  chemin  au  commerce,  et  de  retirer  les  obstacles  aux  entreprises 
aniculieres  ou  de  compagnies.  Les  fins  commercials  qui  ont 
te  introduites  dans  I'administration  du  Bureau  sont  uniquement 
ellesqui  me  semblaient  utiles  au  but  en  vue.  II  serait  malheu- 
'Mx  si  le  Bureau  se  heurtait  inutilement,  en  matieres  de  detail,  a 
'autres  agences,  organisees  en  vue  du  developpement  commercial. 
I  me  semble  que  toutes  ces  agences  doivent  etre  developpees  et 
icouragees,  et  je  suis  siir  que  leurs  interets  seront  mieux  avances 
ar  la  cooperation  avec  le  Bureau  dans  les  efforts  pour  introduire  de 
intelligence  et  de  I'energie  dans  le  commerce  general  entre  les 
ifferentes  con  trees.  Tout  ce  qui  contribue  a  I'augmentation  des 
^ssources  du  Bureau  et  a  I'amelioration  de  son  utilite  doit  con- 
:>urir  finalement  a  Tavantage  de  tous  ceux  qui  cherchent  a  obtenir 
ne  plus  grande  part  du  commerce  des  differentes  Republiques. 
*ar  consequent,  le  Bureau  est  interesse  dans  les  differentes  entre- 
rises  ayant  pour  but  I'etablissement  d'expositions  des  industries  et 
^  commerce  des  differents  pays  de  T Union,  et  de  musees  pour 
exposition  de  produits  fabriques  et  autres,  et  de  multiplier  les 
gences  pour  Tinformation  commerciale  et  pour  des  entreprises 
emblables. 

En  vue  de  ceci,  je  desire  attirer  particulierement  I'attention  sur 
'Exposition  trans-Mississippienne  qui  aura  lieu  a  Omaha  cet  ete, 
ur  TExposition  Pan-Americaine  en  1899  ^  Buffalo,  qui  demande 
Ic  I'Union  Internationale  des  mesuresgenereusesde  soutien,  et  sur 
'Exposition  de  Paris  en  1900,  aussi  bien  que  sur  les  expositions 
Tojetecs  dans  les  plusieurs  pays  de  T Union.  A  mon  avis,  le 
tureau  des  Republiques  Americaines  doit  etre  dignement  repre- 
rnte  dans  toutes  ces  expositions,  et  cette  necessite  cree  une  raison 
p  plus  pour  une  augmentation  considerable  des  ressources  du 
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Bureau.  Je  recommande  respectueusement  ce  sujet  a  I'attenti 
speciale  du  Comite  Executif,  et  je  serais  heureux  de  recevoir  \] 
declaration  formelle  de  I'approbation  des  idees  ici  indiquees. 

Un  autre  sujet  qui  m*a  occupe  serieusement  et  m'a  interesse  ( 
plus  en  plus  a  mesure  que  je  me  suis  familiarise  avec  les  cond 
tions  pratiques  du  commerce  entre  les  differentes  contrees  de  « 
hemisphere,  est  la  necessite  absolue  de  traites  efficaces  de  reciprt 
cite  pour  le  dcveloppement  du  commerce  americain  parmi  Ic 
Americains.  Ce  sujet,  comme  le  sait  le  Comite  Executit^  occup 
Pattention  d'un  commissaire  plenipotentiaire  special  des  Etat! 
Unis,  et  j'espere  sincerement  que  ses  efforts  produiront  des  resultal 
pratiques  pour  le  bien  de  tous  les  pays  de  1' Union.  On  ne  pen 
mettre  en  doute,  il  me  semble,  que  les  fabricants  des  Etais-Uni 
sont  tres  anxieux  de  conclure  des  traites  de  ce  genre  qui  lei 
permettront  de  disposer  de  leurs  produits  parmi  les  contrees  latine 
et  que  leur  influence  contribuera  puissamment  a  la  conclusion  de 
concessions  qui  assureront  a  ces  pays  de  plus  grands  debouch< 
aux  Etats-Unis  pour  leurs  produits.  II  me  semble  que  c'est  mo 
devoir  special  d'aider,  par  tous  mes  moyens,  un  pareil  mouvemen 
et  il  m'est  tres  agreable  de  constater  les  indications  d*un  espr 
semblable,  non  seulement  aux  Etats-Unis  mais  dans  les  Republ 
ques  avec  lesquelles  ce  pays  est  associe  dans  TUnion  International 

Je  regrette  plus  que  je  ne  puis  le  dire,  que  Petat  de  ma  sanl 
pendant  les  six  mois  demiers  ait  etc  tel,  que  je  n'ai  pas  pu  pou 
suivre,  aVec  Tenergie  qu'aurait  inspire  ma  presence  constante  e 
place,  les  plans  que  j'avais  traces.  Toutefois,  j'espere  qu'aucu 
des  interets  n'a  souffert,  mais  qu'on  trouvera,  au  contraire,  qu'ils  oi 
etc  avances.  Avec  le  retour  de  ma  santc,  il  me  sera  tres  agr 
able  de  recommencer  mes  devoirs,  avec  la  conscience  d'avo 
gagne  votre  approbation  et  de  sentir  que  je  puis  compter  si 
votre  cooperation  dans  Pelargissement  du  travail  du  Bureau, 
dans  sa  direction  dans  les  voies  qui  le  conduiront  finalement  i 
developpement  complet  des  sages  et  liberaux  plans  fbrmules  a 
creation  par  T Union  Internationale. 

Ci-joint  se  trouve  le  rapport  sur  les  recettes  et  depenses  ( 
Bureau  jusqu'au  ler  Janvier  1898  (Annexe  XXIV). 

Avec  ma  plus  profonde  reconnaissance  a  PHonorable  Preside 
du  Comite  Executif  et  aux  distingucs  Ministres  qui  le  composei 
pour  la  direction  et  les  conseils  qu1ls  m'ont  accordes  au  tem 
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5  periodes  critiques  dans  les  affaires  du  Bureau  pendant  I'annee 
ssee. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre.  Messieurs,  votre  serviteur  obeissant, 

Joseph   P.  Smith,  Directeur.^ 

[Annexes.] 

XX.   Publications  du  Bureau  des  R6publiques  Am^ricaines. 

iXI.  Lettres  revues  en  louange  de  I'Annuaire  du  Commerce. 

XII.   R6cit  de  la  pr6sentation  au  President  des  Etats-Unis  de  I'Annuaire  du     * 

Commerce,  avec  lettre  de  transmission,  et  lettres  regues  des  membres 

du  Cabinet  a  ce  propos. 
Ces  annexes  nV  sont  pas  compris  a  cause  de  leur  longueur. 
CIII.  Lettres  regues  des  commergants  relatives  aux  annonces  publi6es  dans  le 

Bulletin. 
CIV.   Recettes  et  d6penses  du  Bureau. 


ANNONCES  DANS  LE  BULLETIN. 

La  lettre  circulaire  suivante,  explicative  de  Taction  prise  par  le 
omite  Executif  pour  la  resiliation  du  contrat  avec  M.  Charles 
.  Locke,  ancien  agent  d'annonces  du  Bureau,  a  ete  envoyee  a 
iux  qui  annoncent  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel,  aux  associations 
rganisees  de  commerce,  aux  journaux  commerciaux,  aux  nego- 
tants,  etc. 

Bureau  des  R^publiques  Am^mcaines, 

Union  Internationale  des  R^publiques  Am^ricaines, 

Washington,  U,  S.  A,,  j  mars,  18^8, 
Monsieur  : 

A  la  reunion  du  Comit6  Executif  de  TUnion  Internationale   des  R^publi- 

"cs  Am6ricaines,  qui  a  eu  lieu  le  28  f6vrier,   j*ai  6t6  nomm6  Directeur    du 

"rcau  des  R6publiques  Am^ricaines   pour  une   p6riode  qui  ne  d6passera  pas 

'*crcice,  finissant  le  30  juin   1898,  afin  de  r6organiser  les  affaires  du  Bureau. 

^ctte  reunion  j*ai  6te  autoris6  a  r6silier  le  contrat  avec  M.  Charles  E.  Locke 

^r  la  sollicitation  d'annonces  et  d'abonnements  aux  publications  du  Bureau, 

*yennant  commission.     On  a  trouv6  que  ce  systfeme  entrainait  des  d^penses 

•H  au-dessus  des  recettes,  et  en  meme  temps  pla^ait  le  Bureau  en  concurrence 

^c  les  interets  des  journaux  de  commerce  et  des  6diteurs  des  Etats-Unis. 

Le  premier  projet  du  Comit6  Ex6cutif  qui,  comme  vous  savez,  se  compose  des 

Lorsque  le  rapport  ci-dessus  fut  transmis  ^  Mr.  Smith,  il  ^tait  trop  malade  pour  y 
mer  son  approbation  officielle.  Comme  il  a  d6j^  k\k  expliqu6,  le  rapport  a  6t6 
par6  d'accord  avec  les  notes  qu'il  avait  pr^par^es. 
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repr^sentants  des  R£publiques  Latines  Ain6ricaines,  aussi  bien  que  des  Et 
Unis,  6tait  d'assurer  des  ressources  provenant  des  annonces,  qui  augmenterai 
l'utilit6  du  Bureau  sans  entrainer  des  d6penses  additionnelles  aux  Gouverneme 
int6ress6s. 

On  pense  que  ce  projet  peut  6tre  servi,  sans  occasionner  aucun  dommagc  2 
int6rdts  priv6s  de  ce  pays,  par  la  continuation  d'annonces  dans  le  BuLir 
Mensuel  du  Bureau  et  rendant  la  publication  si  utile  qu'elle  n)6ritera  non  seu 
ment  I'appui  de  compagnies  cherchant  des  d6bouch6s  dans  les  contr6es  lacii 
am6ricaines  et  d'exportateurs  de  ces  pays  qui  d^sirent  vendre  leurs  produits  a 
Etats-Unis,  mais  aussi  des  journaux  de  commerce  et  de  tous  les  int^rets  • 
seraient  avanc6s  par  1 'augmentation  du  trafic  latin  am^ricain. 

Les  d6tails  de  ce  plan  du  travail  du  Bureau  n'ont  pas  encore  €ti  perfectionn 
mais  en  attendant,  je  demande  respectueusement  votre  consideration  s6rieuse 
le  sujet,  et  je  serais  heureux  de  recevoir  le  t^moignage  de  votre  souticn  dc  r 
efforts  pour  la  continuation  de  ce  que  je  sais,  personnellement,  6tait  le  d6sir 
d^funt  Directeur,  M.  Joseph  P.  Smith,  pour  T^tablissement  sur  un  plan  s6ri( 
des  travaux  de  ce  Bureau,  et  en  le  faisant  une  agence  active  pour  Taccroissein 
du  commerce  parmi  les  R6publiques  Am^ricaines. 

Agr6ez,  monsieur,  I'assurance  de  ma  haute  consideration. 

Frederic  Emory, 

Dtrectair 


LES  RELATIONS  COMMERCIALES  EN 

AMfiRIQUE.— IX.* 

LES  RESSOURCES  INTERNES  DE  L'AMfiRIQUE  CENTRALL 

Dans  le  numero  du  Bulletin  Mensuel  pour  le  mois  de 
vrier,  on  a  discute   les  ressources  internes   du    Mexique.     No 
allons  aujourd'hui  nous  occuper  de  celles  de  TAmerique  Centra 
qui  est  une  des  trois  grandes  parties  entre  lesquelles  notre  con 
nent  est  divise. 

Avec  une  superficie  territoriale  presque  egale  a  celle  de 
France,  I'Amerique  Centrale  contient  une  population  inferiei 
a  celle  de  la  Belgique  dont  le  territoire  est  beaucoup  plus  pe 
que  celui  de  la  Republique  de  Costa  Rica.  Possedant  le  sol 
plus  riche  qui  fournit  abondamment  tous  les  produits  de  la  zo 
tropical e,  sans  rivale  pour  sa  position  geographique,  jouissant  d'l 
climat  doux  et  salubre,  ayant  une  immense  ligne  de  cote  sur  1 
deux  oceans  et  la  perspective  de  la  construction  d'un  canal  int 
oceanique  a  travers  son  territoire,  TAmerique  Centrale  a  un  bi 

*  Le  premier  article  decette  s6rie  a  ^t6  public  dans  le  num6ro  du  Bulletin  Messi 
pour  le  mois  de  juillet  1897.  Ces  articles  seront  continues  par  d'autres  ^crivains, 
suivant  la  ligue  de  conduite  adoptee  par  M.  Smith. 
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nt  avenir  devant  el\e  qui  la  destine  a  devenir  un  des  grands 
ntres  commerciaux  du  monde  entier. 

Le  manque  de  bons  moyens  de  communication  entre  les  cinq 
tats  a,  jusqu'a  un  certain  point,  mis  obstacle  au  developpement 

ce  beau  pays.  Mais,  pendant  ces  dernieres  cinq  annees, 
remarque  une  grande  activite  dans  la  construction  de  lignes  de 
?mins  de  fer,  et,  bien  qu'actuellement  elles  ne  servent  qu'au 
fie  interieur  de  chaque  section,  plus  tard,  elles  se  reuniront  et 
nneront  une  forte  impulsion  a  I'industrie,  a  Pagriculture  et  au 
nmerce. 

Aujourd'hui,  les  principaux  chemins  de  fer  de  TAmerique 
ntrale  sont  les  suivants :  Au  Guatemala,  le  chemin  de  ter  du 
i  qui  va  du  port  de  San  Jose  sur  le  Pacifique,  passe  par 
<:uintla  et  s'arrete  a  la  capitale  apres  avoir  parcouru  une  dis- 
ice  de  soixante^quinze  milles;  le  chemin  de  fer  de  I'ouest,  qui 
ine  longueur  de  quarante  et  un  milles,  et  qui  joint  San  Felipe 
port  de  Champerico;  un  embranchement  du  chemin  de  fer  du 
i,  entre  Escuintla  et  Patulul;  une  ligne  depuis  Iztapa  jusqu'a 
station  de  Naranjo,  sur  le  chemin  de  fer  central  ou  du  sud,  et 
9  milles  de  Puerto  Barrios  au  Rancho  de  San  Augustin.  Au 
ilvador,  il  y  a  une  ligne  du  port  d'Acajutla  a  la  ville  de  Santa 
na;  une  autre  d' Armenia  a  Ceiba,  et  celle  de  Santa  Tecla  a  la 
pitale.  Le  Honduras  a  un  chemin  de  fer  qui  joint  Puerto 
Wez  a  San  Pedro  Sula.  Au  Nicaragua,  il  existe  une  bonne 
^e  divisee  en  deux  sections.  La  premiere  va  de  Corinto  a 
omotombo  sur  le  Lac  Matiagua,  une  distance  de  58  milles;  et 
utre  qui  a  un  parcours  de  32  milles,  va  de  Granada  a  la  capitale, 
^uee  aussi  sur  les  bords  du  meme  lac.  Les  communications 
Ure  cette  derniere  et  Momotombo,  sont  maintenues  au  moyen 
*  vapeurs,  lesquels,  quoique  petits,  sont  tres  commodes  et  bien 
instruits. 

Le  Costa  Rica  a  deux  chemins  de  fer  employes  au  trafic.  Pun 
lant  vers  TAtlantique  et  Pautre  vers  le  Pacifique.  Le  premier 
^t  le  plus  important  des  deux,  car  il  unit  la  capitale  a  Limon,  qui 
^t  le  port  principal  de  la  Republique  et  un  des  meilleurs  de 
Amerique  Centrale.  Cette  ligne  a  117  milles  de  longueur  ev 
nit  a  Alajuela,  L'autre  ligne  qui  n'a  que  14^^  milles  de  longueur 
ad'Esparta  a  Puntarenas.  Parmi  les  chemins  de  fer  actuellement 
1  voie  de  construction  dans  1' Amerique  Centrale,  il  faut  citer  les 
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suivants :  Au  Guatemala,  le  chemin  de  fer  du  nord,  entre  Puertc 
Barrios  et  la  capitale  de  la  Republique,  et  dont  une  partie,  ains 
qu'il  a  etc  deja  dit,  est  achevee;  au  Salvador,  un  chemin  de  fe 
presque  termine,  allant  du  Port  de  TUnion  a  la  capitale,  et  qu 
aura  une  longueur  de  plus  de  deux  cents  kilometres.  II  passcn 
par  les  principales  villes  de  Test.  La  section  entre  Ceiba  et  Sant 
Tecla  est  aussi  en  voie  de  construction.  Au  Nicaragua,  lestravau) 
sur  la  ligne  de  Massaya  a  Diriamba,  qui  traverse  une  des  partie 
du  pays  qui  produisent  le  meilleur  cafe,  sont  tres  avances;  etai 
Costa  Rica,  on  a  commence  la  construction  du  chemin  de  ter  qu 
doit  aller  jusqu'au  Pacifique. 

Les  principaux  produits  de  I'Amcrique  Centrale  sont  lecafe,l 
Sucre,  le  cacao,  Tindigo,  le  ma'is,  le  tabac,  le  caoutchouc,  les  peauxd 
bestiaux,  les  bois  de  construction,  les  bois  de  teintures  et  tous  le 
fruits  des  tropiques,  parmi  lesquels  la  banane  occupe  le  premier  rang 
Le  cafe  de  PAmerique  Centrale  est  celebre  sur  tous  les  marchc 
du  monde.  Dans  ces  dermieres  annees,  sa  culture  s'est  mervei 
leusement  dcveloppee  et  continue  a  augmenter  malgre  le  fait  qu 
le  prix  de  ce  produit  a  baisse  considerablement.  Au  Guatemalan 
au  Costa  Rica,  la  recolte  de  cette  denree  represente  la  majeure  parti 
de  la  production  locale.  Dans  la  premiere  de  ces  Republiques,  e 
1892,  il  y  avait  un  peu  plus  de  964  caballerias  (environ  \o\S^ 
acres)  employees  a  la  cultivation  du  cafe,  et  le  nombre  de  cafciei 
se  montait,  a  cette  epoque,  a  64,186,922. 

Le  rendement  de  cette  annee-la  a  ete  de  36,999,464  livre 
Le  cafe  est  le  principal  produit  du  Costa  Rica  ou  il  a  ete  introdii 
pour  la  premiere  fois  en  1796;  sa  qualite  superieure  est  demontrt 
par  les  prix  eleves  qu'il  obtient  sur  les  marches  d'Europe,  princ 
palement  en  Angleterre.  L'exportation  annuelle  s'eleve  a  envirc 
40,000,000  de  li vres.  A  ^exposition  de  Chicago,  il  y  avait  soixant: 
quinze  exposants  de  cafe  du  Costa  Rica,  dont  cinquante-cinq  r 
curent  des  recompenses;  une  proportion  qu'aucun  des  autres  pa;; 
qui  etaient  representes  a  cette  grande  fete  internationale,  ne  parvii 
a  obtenir.  Le  cafe  est  cultive  dans  toutes  les  parties  du  Salvadr 
Sur  les  terres  elevees  qui  se  trouvent  dans  Tinterieur  du  Hondura 
celui  qu'on  y  produit  est  d'une  excellente  qualite,  et,  quoiqo 
jusqu'a  present,  la  quantite  soit  limitee,  tout  porte  a  croire  qu' 
une  epoque  prochaine,  Paugmentation  sera  considerable.     Dar 
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1  rapport  en  date  du  6  fevrier  1897,  adresse  au  Departement 
Etat  sur  la  culture  du  cafe  au  Nicaragua,  Mr.  Baker,  Ministre 
:s  Etats-Unis,  s'exprime  ainsi  : 

"  Pour  demontrer  le  developpement  de  cette  Industrie  dans  ce 
KS,  je  remarqucrai  qu'a  Pepoque  de  mon  arrivee  ici,  il  y  a  quatre 
a  n'y  avait  que  28  americains,  hommes,  femmes,  et  enfants.  La 
5nie,  aujourd'hui,  se  compose  de  90  de  nos  compatriotes  *  *  *. 
1893,  le  nombre  de  cafeiers,  dont  seulement  quelques  uns 
raient,  etait  au-dessous  de  5o,cxx:),  il  depasse  actuellement 
>o,ooo.  Avec  une  bonne  saison,  on  calcule  que  la  recolte  de 
nee  prochaine,  en  consequence  du  rendement  des  jeunes  arbres, 
indra  4,000,000  de  livres.  Les  capitaux  americains  representes 
iS  les  environs  de  Matagalpa  en  1893,  n'excedaient  pas  $50,000 
onnaie  courante  des  Etats-Unis.)  A  present,  les  placements  de 
npagnies  Americaines  engagees  dans  la  culture  du  cafe,  se 
)ntent  en  moyenne  a  $405,000,  et  ceux  faits  par  des  particu- 
rs,  a  $1  55,000;  ce  qui  donne  un  total  de  $560,000,  en  or." 
D'apres  les  donnees  fournies  par  le  Bureau  des  Statistiques  du 
^partement  de  la  Tresorerie  des  Etats-Unis,  les  exportations  de 
^fe  de  I'Amerique  Centrale  en  ce  pays-ci,  pour  Tannee  1897, 
aient  comme  suit : 

u  Costa-Rica $3»439»374 

u  Guatemala 1,862,589 

u  Honduras 847,230 

^  Nicaragua 1,262,701 

u  Salvador 1,112,534 

Toutes  ces  sommes  sont  en  or  americain. 

Le  cacao  de  TAmerique  Centrale  est  a  juste  titre  tres  renomme; 
^  celui  du  Guatemala  est  reconnu  comme  le  meilleur  du  monde; 
iais  prcsque  toute  la  recolte  est  consommce  dans  le  pays ;  et,  par 
^nsequent,  il  ne  constitue  pas  un  article  important  d'exportation. 

Li'el^vage  du  betail  est  une  des  grandes  industries  du  Centre- 
^nierique;  et,  de  tous  les  cinq  Etats,  le  Honduras  est  probable- 
^cnt  celui  qui  reunit  les  conditions  les  plus  avantageuses  pour 
^  genre  d'occupation,  bien  que  le  Guatemala  et  le  Honduras  en 
ffrent  d'aussi  nombreuses  et  d'aussi  favorables.  Le  tabac  de 
Amerique  Centrale  est  egal  a  celui  du  Mexique ;  et  les  cigares 
^u  Salvador  jouissent  d'une  grande  reputation  tres  meritee. 

Le  plantain,  ou  banane,  est  un  des  produits  les  plus  importants 
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de  rAmerique  Centrale.  C'est  une  des  plantes  dont  la  cultur 
est  la  plus  facile  et  dont  le  rendement  exige  le  moins  d'efforc 
L'exportation  de  ce  fruit  des  differents  points  de  la  cote  d 
rAmerique  Centrale  sur  TAtlantique,  a  beaucoup  augmentc  c 
devient  plus  grande  chaque  annee.  Toute  la  recolte  est  embarquc" 
pour  les  Etats-Unis,  et  il  y  a  des  vapeurs  qui  sont  employe 
presque  exclusivement  a  ce  commerce, 

L'Amerique  Centrale  est  une  des  parties  du  Nouveau  Monde  1: 
plus  riche  en  mineraux,  et  Por,  Pargcnt,  le  fer,  le  cuivre,  I 
plomb,  le  mercure,  le  charbon,  etc.,  se  trouvcnt  presque  partoui 
L  'exploitation  des  mines  d'or  constitue  une  grande  industrie  dan 
laquelle  un  grand  nombre  de  compagnies  etrangeres  sont  engageei 
Le  Honduras  est,  peut-etre,  le  pays  de  ce  Continent  qui  possed 
le  plus  de  mines,  et  sa  richesse  est  done  incalculable;  mai 
le  Guatemala,  le  Nicaragua,  et  le  Costa-Rica,  occupent  aussi  u 
rang  tres  important  par  leurs  gisements  d'or  et  d'autres  mine 
raux.  Les  travaux  d'exploitation  de  ces  mines  n'ont  pas  encor 
atteint  leur  complet  developpement,  et  tout  ce  que  Ton  sa 
aujourd'hui  des  richesses  metalliferes  de  PAmerique  Central* 
paraitra  bien  insignificant,  quand  ce  qui  est  encore  entbui  ser 
decouvert  et  apporte  a  la  surface. 

Detainer  un  a  un,  les  produits  de  ce  sol  privilegie,  serait  un 
tache  onereuse;  mais  ce  que  nous  avons  deja  mentionne  pk 
haut,  demontre  a  quel  point  ce  pays  est  riche;  et,  bien  qu'il  neso 
habite  aujourd'hui  que  par  un  peu  plus  de  trois  millions  d'individu 
a  peine  et  qu'il  puisse  amplement  en  contenir  trente  million 
il  produit,  en  proportion  de  sa  population,  autant  que  les  contrci 
les  plus  productives  du  globe. 

Le  commerce  des  Etats-Unis  avee  toute  TAmerique  Central 
a  beaucoup  augmente  dans  ces  dernieres  annees.  D'apres  U 
donnees  fournies  par  le  Bureau  des  Statistiques  du  Departemei 
de  la  Tresorerie  des  Etats-Unis,  les  exportations  de  ce  pays<i 
destination  de  PAmerique  Centrale,  pendant  Tannee  fiscale  c 
1896-97,  ont  ete  comme  suit: 

Au  Costa  Rica $1, 292,7c 

Au  Guatemala 2,992, 1 1 

Au  Honduras 669,68 

Au  Nicaragua i,038,6( 

Au  Salvador ifS9M^ 
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Les  importations  de  ces  pays  aux  Etats-Unis,  pendant  la  meme 
Tiode,  ont  etc  les  suivantes: 

Costa  Rica $3*439.374 

Guatemala 1,862,589 

Honduras 847,230 

N^icaragua 1,262,701 

Salvador 1,1 12,534 

'-Amerique  Centrale  ofFre  un  champ  immense  a  I'esprit  entre- 
3.nt  du  peuple  americain.  Ses  ports  sont  en  communication 
tsnte  avec  ceux  des  Etats-Unis  sur  I'Atlantique  et  sur  le 
ftque.  Les  principales  lignes  de  navigation  entre  ce  pays-ci 
s  Etats  de  TAmerique  Centrale  sont:  la  "  Pacific  Mail  Steam- 

<3ompany,"  dont  les  vapeurs  quittent  San  Francisco,  en  Cali- 
i^,  et  font  escale  a  tous  les  ports  du  Pacifique  de  I'Amerique 
tirale ;  la  ligne  "Atlas,"  dont  les  vapeurs  vont  a  Limon,  Costa 
a-»  a  Puerto  Barrios,  Guatemala,  et  a  San  Juan  del  Norte, 
-aragua;  la  "  Panama  Railroad  Steamship  Company,"  qui  fait 
rajet  regulier  entre  New  York  et  Colon,  Colombie,  et  dont  les 
»eurs  font  correspondence  avec  ceux  de  la  Malle  du  Pacifique 

va  de  Panama  a  tous  les  ports  de  I'Amerique  Centrale ;  la 
lew  York  and  Central  American  Steamship  Company,"  qui 
t  le  trajet  entre  New-York  et  Puerto  Barrios;  la  "  New  Orleans, 
Hzc  Royal  Mail  and  Central  American  Steamship  Company, 
^itcd,"  allant  entre  la  Nouvelle-Orleans  et  Puerto  Barrios;  la 
v^oyal  Mail  Steamship  Company,"  dont  les  vapeurs  partent 
ique  semaine  de  la  Nouvelle-Orleans  pour  Puerto  Cortez  et 
ur  d'autres  ports. 

En  consequence  de  sa  proximite  des  Etats-Unis,  I'Amerique 
ntrale  doit,  naturellement,  augmenter  tous  les  jours  ses  rela- 
ys commercials  avec  ce  pays-ci,  et  puisque  les  articles  que  con- 
nment  les  cinq  Etats,  sont  produits  ici  aussi  bien,  sinon  mieux, 
en  Europe,  il  n'y  a  aucune  raison  apparente  pour  qu'ils  aillent 
chercher  du  cote  le  plus  eloigne  de  I'Atlantique.  Si,  jusqu'a 
-sent,  le  commerce  de  ces  pays  avec  les  Etats-Unis  n'a  pas  pris 
nportance  qui  devrait  le  caracteriser  et  qui,  a  une  epoque  pro- 
line, en  sera  la  marque  distinctive,  cela  est  du,  en  grande  partie, 
^c  que  sur  certains  points  de  I'Amerique  Centrale,  la  valeur  de 
^dustrie  des  Etats-Unis  n'est  pas  encore  bien  appreciee.  Les 
bricants  de  ce  pays  ne  se  sont  peut-etre  pas  suffisamment  efForces 
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a  faire  connaitre  leurs  produits  aux  negociants  du  Centre- Amerique, 
et  il  nest  done  pas  surprenant  que  ces  demiers,  habitues  depuis 
des  annees  a  trafiquer  avec  TEurope,  continuent  leur  commerce 
sur  une  grande  echelle  malgre  la  distance  considerable  entre  les 
Republiques  Centre-Americaines  et  le  Vieux  Monde, 

Une  fois  qu'un  courant  commercial  a  ete  etabli,  il  est  difficile 
de  le  detourner;  et  cela  ne  peut  etre  accompli  que  par  de  grandj 
efforts  continuels  qui  demontrent  d*une  maniet:e  incontestable  aui 
consommateurs,  les  avantages  qu'offre  un  nouveau  marche  sur  ur 
vieux.  En  outre,  le  commerce  etant  une  question  d'interet  et  nor 
de  sentiment,  la  reciprocite  est  indispensable  a  son  developpement 
car  chaque  pays  cherche  toujours  a  se  procurer  ce  dont  il  a  besoii 
pres  de  celui  qui,  a  son  tour,  accepte  ses  produits  en  echange.  L 
jour  oil  les  negociants  Centre-Americains  seront  convaincus  qu 
les  articles  qu'ils  exportent  peuvent  se  vendre  plus  avantageusi 
ment  aux  Etats-Unis  qu'en  Europe,  et  qu'ils  peuvent  achetere 
ce  pays-ci,  au  meme  prix  et  aux  memes  conditions  des  ma 
chandises  et  des  denrces  aussi  bonnes  et  meme  meilleures  qu'e 
France,  en  Angleterre  et  en  AUemague,  par  exemple,  tout 
commerce  du  Centre-Amerique  se  dirigera  vers  les  Etats-Uni 
pour  la  raison  que  la  distance  qui  separe  les  ports  de  I'Ameriqi. 
Centrale  des  grands  centres  industriels  d'Europe,  rendra  impossil^ 
la  concurrence  de  cette  derniere. 

De  New  York  a  Port  Limon,  Costa  Rica,  il  y  a  2,025  mill^ 
et  de  la  Nouvelle-Orleans  au  meme  endroit,  seulement  1,34- 
De  San  Francisco  a  Puntarenas,  Costa  Rica,  la  distance  est  * 
2,793  milles;  et,  comme  c'est  la  Republique  la  plus  au  sud  * 
r Amerique  Centrale,  il  est  evident  que  ses  ports  sont  un  peu  pi 
eloigncs  des  Etats-Unis  que  de  ceux  du  Guatemala,  du  Salvadc 
du  Honduras  et  du  Nicaragua.  Toutefois,  si  I'on  compare  c: 
distances  avec  celles  qui  existent  entre  la  cote  de  TAtlantiq^ 
de  r  Amerique  Centrale  et  les  ports  d' Angleterre,  de  la  France  et  < 
TAllemagne,  la  position  avantageuse  des  Etats-Unis  relative  - 
commerce  Centre-Americain,  se  verra  immediatement.  La  cxc 
tion  d'une  exposition  permanente  de  produits  Americains  da. 
une  ville  de  TAmerique  Centrale,  semblable  a  celle  qui  ete  ouver 
dans  la  capitale  du  Venezuela,  contribuerait  beaucoup  a  fei 
obtenir  le  resultat  desire.  L'envoi  de  commis  voyageurs  capable 
connaissant  le  pays,  ses  gouts,  son  langage  et  qui  demontreraiei 
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ment  aux  populations  du  Centre-Amerique,  que  les 
nis  sont  a  meme  de  fournlr  tous  les  articles  que  I'Europe 
d  actuellement,  serait  aussi  un  moyen  tres  utile, 
il  y  a  un  point  sur  lequel  on  ne  pourrait  trop  insister;  c'est 
I  credit  qui  est  la  base  du  commerce  entre  les  nations 
Americaines  et  celles  d'Europe.  Tant  que  les  negociants 
lerique  Centrale  n'obtiendront  pas  aux  Etars-Unis  les 
renditions  de  paiement  qui  leur  sont  accordees  en  Europe, 
lesire    ne  sera  jamais    atteint.     Et  on    fera  bien  de  s  en 

constamment,  car  c'est  le  point  de  depart  de  toute  la 

II  est  incontestable  que,  malgre  les  obstacles  qu'il  a 

es,  le  developpement  du  commerce  entre  les  E tats- U  nis 

erique  Centrale  devient  de  jour  en  jour  plus  evident; 

nos  marches  y  etaient  mieux  connus;  si  les  facilites  des 

etaient  plus  grandes;  si  les  fabricants  Americains  vou- 
sayer  de  satisfaire  le  gout  particulier  de  ces  populations, 
r  les  articles  auxquels  elles  sont  habituees,  et  surtout,  s'ils 
lisposes  a  vendre  aux  prix  que  T Europe  leur  ofFre  et  aux 
conditions,  dans  ce  cas,  il  taudra  peu  de  temps  pour  donner 
ociants  des  Etats-Unis,l'occasiondecontr6lerle  commerce 
e  Guatemala  jusqu'au  Costa-Ric;i,  sans  craindre  de  ren- 
me  concurrence  serieuse. 

lerique  Centrale  a  toujours  eveille  la  sympathie  du  peuple 
ts-Unis,  et  des  hommes  d'etat  eminents,  des  ecrivains  et 
omistes  de  ce  pays-ci,  lui  ont  donne  une  attention  speciale. 
ide  Republique  n'est  pas  indifferente  au  developpement 
ons  auxquelles  elle  est  liee  autant  par  des  traditions 
les  que  par  interet  politique  et  commercial.  Un  pays 
juel,  ainsi  que  nous  I'avons  dit  plus  haut,  Tavenir  tient 
^e  la  realisation,  des  plus  brillantes  promcsses;  cette  partie 
inent  americain  qui  sert  de  trait  d'union  entre  les  deux 
sections  du  Nord  et  du  Sud,  a  attire  les  yeux  du  monde 
t  a  ce  sujet,  un  eminent  publiciste  americain,  E.  G.  S^uiers, 
is  de  quarante  ans,  ecrivait  ces  lignes  qui  revelent  son  esprit 
t  penetrant. 

relations  naturelles  de  TAmerique  Centrale,  telles  qu'elles 
iquces  par  les  faits  physiques  qui  ont  deja  etc  mentionnes, 
demment  avec  le  Pacifique  et  les  Etats  qui  existent 
nent  ou  qui  se  formeront  plus  tard  sur  cette  cote.    C'est  a 
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la  Califomie,  a  la  plus  grande  partie  du  Mexiquc  ainsi  qu'a  quel- 
ques  Etats  de  PAmerique  du  Sud,qu'il  incombera,  tot  outard,de 
maintenir  une  position  correspondant  a  celle  que  les  Indes  Occi- 
dentales  occupaient  en  vers  les  Etats-Unis  et  I'Europe,  avec  I'avan- 
tage  important  d'etre  une  route  etablie  pour  les  voyages  par  mcr 
et,  ulterieurement,  peut-etre,  pour  le  commerce  de  Themisphcre 
oriental  et  de  I'hemisphere  occidental.  Sa  destinee  est  clairemcnt 
ecrite  sur  les  contours  de  sa  cote,  imprimee  sur  sa  surfece  et  pas 
moins  demontree  par  sa  position  geographique.'' 


BRfiSIL. 


EXTENSION  ET  CONSTRUCTION  DE  CHEMINS  DE  PER.* 

Le  Departement  d'Etat  a  re9u  de  Mr.  Frank  D.  Hill,  consul 
des  Etats-Unis  a  Santos,  un  rapport  general  sur  les  chcmins  de  fcr 
du  Bresil,  leur  extension  materielle,  etc.  Les  faits  suivants,  extraits 
de  ce  rapport,  sont  publics  coumme  etant  d'un  interet  general. 

Les  chemins  de  fer  ouverts  au  trafic  et  en  construction  le  31 
decembre  1896,  etaient : 


Chemins  de  fer. 


Lignes  du  Gouvernement  F6d6ral 

Lignes  subventionn6es  (sujettes  au  contr61e  du 

Gouvernement) 

Lignes  non  subventionn6es 

Lignes  exploit6es  par  I'Etat 


Total 


Ouverts  au  trafic. 


Kilometres. 
3.190 

3.912 

1.593 
5.246 


13.941 


MitUs, 
1,982 

2.430 

990 
3.260 


8,662 


Bn  tndn  de  cons> 
traction. 


Kilomiires.]   MiUei, 


5.953 
619 

1.416 


3.699 

384 
880 


7.988 


4.963 


*  Dans  ce  rapport  le  mllreis  en  papier  est  6valu6  ii  14  cents  en  roonnaie  des  Etats- 
Unis.     Le  kilometre  6quivaut  ii  0.6214  mille. 
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Dc  la  prcmiferc  classe  ou  chemins  de  fer  appartenant  au  Gouvcrnement 
FWcral,  rextcnsion  totale  de  3, 190  kilometres  (1,982  milles)  repr^sentc  un  capital 
reel  dc  324,733,121  milreis  ($45,462,637),  divis^s  comme  suit: 


Lignes. 


Extension  ouverte  au  trafic. 


Capital. 


Central  du  Brtsil 

Sobral 

Baturiie 

Sao  Francisco 

Central  de  Pemambuco 

Paulo  Affonso 

Porto  Alegre  ^  Uruguay 

RiodeOro 

Nonniention^es  par  Ic  consul 

Total 


Kilomitres. 
1,217 

215 
267 

179 
116 

458 

87 
200 


3.190 


MilUs. 

758 

134 
166 

280 

112 

69 

285 

54 
124 


Milreis. 

178,978,486 

$25,  056,  988 

9.  323.  328 

1,306.526 

14, 387,  941 

2.  014,  876 

20.  410,  045 

2,  857.  406 

32. 520,  352 

4, 692,  285 

6,821,449 

955.003 

27.  432,  449 

3,  840.  543 

2,  465.  020 

345. 103 

31.385.051 

4,  393, 907 

1,982      324,733,121      45,462,637 


Lcs  chemins  de  fer  subventionn^s  par  le  Gouvernemcnt  F6d6ral  sont : 

Baron  de  Araruama,  Caxias,  a  Cajazeiras,  Conde  d'Eu,  Minas  e  Rio,  Mogyana, 
Norte  do  Brazil,  Norte,  Ouro  Preto  a  Pc^anha,  Pe^anha,  AraxI,  Petrolina  ao 
Piauhy,  Cruzeiro  a  Santa  Cruz,  Rio  Grande  a  Bag6,  Cachoeiro  de  Ytapemirim, 
Santos  a  Jundiahy,  Sorocabana  e  Ytuana,  Taubat^  ao  Amparo,  Tijuca,  Victoria 
a  Pc9anha. 

Estrada  de  Alcobaga  a  Praia  Rainha. — Extension  totale  184  kilometres  (113 
milles);  jouit  d'une  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  un  maximum  de  30  contos 
($4,200)  par  kilometre. 

Estradas  de  Ferro  Caxias  ao  Araguaya. — Extension,  183  kilometres  (114 
milles);  extension  en  projet,  567  kilometres  (352  milles);  total,  750  kilometres 
(466  milles).     Meme  garantie  que  la  ligne  pr6c6dente. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Caxias  a  Sao  Jose  de  Cajazeiros, — Ouverts  au  trafic,  78 
tilomhres  (48  milles) ;  meme  garantie  que  les  deux  lignes  pr6c6dentes. 
.    Estrada  de  Ferro  Petrolina  ao  Piauhy, — Extension,  1 02  kilometres  (63  milles) ; 
extension  en  projet,  898  kilometres  (558  milles).      Meme  garantie  que  les  lignes 
pr^cedentes. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Natal  a  Nova  Cruz, — Ouverts  au  trafic,  121  kilometres  (75 
milles);  garantie  de  7  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  5,496,053  milreis  ($769,447). 

Estradas  de  Ferro  Conde  d'Eu. — Ouverts  au  trafic,  141  kilometres  (88  milles) ; 
jouit  a  unc  garantie  de  7  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  6,000,000  milreis  or 
(v3»27o,ooo)  et  de  6  pour  cent  sur  ^^69,273  ($337,083). 

Estradas  de  Ftrro  Nazareth  ao  Crato. — Extension  avec  6tudes  approuv^es, 
1 20  kilomhres  (74  milles);  extension  6tudi6e  (embranchement  du  Bon  Jardin), 
69  kilometres  (42  milles) ;  pour  etre^tudi^s  (approximativement),  461  kilometres 
(287  milles) ;  total,  650  kilometres  (404  milles);  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  un 
capital  de  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilometre. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Recife  ao  Limoeiro. — Ouverts  au  trafic,  83  kilometres  (52 
milles);  de  Carpina  a  Nazareth,  13  kilometres  (9.4  milles);  de  Nazareth  a 
Timbatuba,  45  kilometres  (28  milles);  total,  141  kilometres  (89.4  milles). 
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Estradas  de  Ferro  Recife  ao  Sao  Francisco. — Ou verts  au  trafic,  1 25  kilometres 
(78  milles) ;  jouit  d'une  garantie  de  7  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  dc  7,  jii,iu 
milreis  ($995,555)  et  de  5  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  4,316,978  milreis 
($604,377). 

Estradas  de  Ferro  Ribeirdo  ao  Bonito, — Ouverts  au  trafic,  26  kilometres  (16 
milles);  extension  en  construction  avec  6tudes  approuv^cs,  35  kilometres  (22 
milles);  total  61  kilometres  (38  milles);  jouit  d'une  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur 
un  capital  de  30  contos  ($4,200  par  kilometre). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Taviandare  a  Barra. — Extension,  avec  Etudes  approuv^cs, 
136  kilometres  (85  milles),  de  Tamandar6  i  Barra  de  Jaugada;  de  Barra  Vclhaa 
Palmares,  33  kilometres  (20^^ milles);  pour  etre  ^tudi^s,  1 1 2  kilometres  (70  milles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  central  de  Alagoas. — Ouverts  au  trafic,  88  kilometres  (55 
milles) ;  lignes  principalcs  et  embranchements  d'Assembleia,  62  kilometres  (39 
milles);  jouit  d'une  garantie  de  7  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  4,553,000  milreis 
or  ($2,385,938)  et  de  6  pour  cent  sur  1,860,000  milreis  ($260,400). 

Estrada  de  ferro  central  Alagoana. — Ouverts  au  trafic  avec  6tudes  approu- 
v6es  194  kilometres  (121  milles);  pour  etre  6tudi6s40i  kilometres  (249  milles); 
total  595  kilometres  (310  milles);  jouit  d'une  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  un 
capital  de  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilometre. 

Estrada  de  ferro  Aracaju  h  Simao  Diaz. — Extension  en  construction  86 
kilometres  (53  milles)  ;  6tudi6s  ou  en  train  de  Tetre  108  kilometres  (67. 1  milles) ; 
total  194  kilometres  (120  milles);  jouit  d*une  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  un 
capital  de  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilometre. 

Estrada  de  ferro  Bahia  a  Alagoenhas. — Ouverts  au  trafic  123  kilometres  (76 
milles);  jouit  d*unc  garantie  de  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilometre.  Embranche- 
ments de  Timb6  ouverts  au  trafic  83  kilometres  (52  milles);  jouit  d'une  garantie 
dc  6  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  2,650,000  milreis  or  ($1,446,900). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  da  Bahia. — Ouverts  au  trafic,  312  kilometres  {194 
milles);  6tudi6s,  300  kilometres  (186  milles);  total,  613  kilometres  (380  milles). 
Jouit  d*une  garantie  dc  7  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  13  contos  or  (§7,098)  par 
kilometre  sur  la  ligne  ouverte  au  trafic,  et  de  6  pour  cent  papier  sur  la  lignc 
6tudi6e  jusqu'a  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilometre. 

Fram-road  Nazareth, — Ouverts  au  trafic,  concession  de  TEtat,  34  kilometres 
{21  milles)  ;  concession  F^d^rale,  65  kilometres  (40  milles) ;  total,  99  kilometres 
(61  milles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Victoria  a  Peganha. — Extension  en  construction,  84  kilo- 
metres {52  milles);  en  Etudes  approuv6es,  423  kilometres  (263  milles);  total, 
507  kilometres  (315  milles).  Jouit  d*une  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  un  capital 
de  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilometre. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Sao  Eduardo  ao  Cachoeiro  do  Ytapimiri, — Ouverts  au 
trafic,  39  kilometres  (24  milles);  en  construction,  51  kilometres  (32  milles); 
total,  90  kilometres  (56  milles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Carangola. — Ouverts  au  trafic,  zz^  kilometres  (139 
milles);  jouit  d'une  garantie  de  7  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  6,000  contos  doni 
3,700  or  ($2,342,000). 
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Estrada  de  Ferro  Bardo  de  Araruana. — Extension,  46  kilometres  (29  milles) ; 
CD  construction,  6  Iwlomfetres  (3.7  milles);  total,  52  kilometres  (32  milles); 
jooit  d'une  garantie  sur  un  capital  de  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilometre. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  de  Macahe, — Ouverts  au  trafic,  43  kilometres  (27 
milles);  en  construction,  15  kilometres  (9  milles);  total,  57  kilometres  (36 
milles);  jouit  d'une  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  30  contos  ($4,200) 
par  kilometre. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Norte. — Ouverts  au  trafic,  45  kilometres  (28  milles); 
pour  ctrc  ^tudi^s  75  kilometres  (47  milles);  total,  120  kilometres  (75  milles); 
nc  jouit  pas  de  garantie. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Sao  Francisco  ao  Cominercio, — Ouverts  au  trafic,  16  kilo- 
nitres  (10  milles);  embranchements  de  Sapopemba,  3  kilometres  (1.9  milles); 
en  construction,  49  kilometres  (30  milles);  total,  68  kilometres  (41.9  milles); 
aucunc  garantie. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Leopoldina, — Ouverts  au  trafic,  381  kilometres  (248  milles); 
aacune  garantie. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Peganha  a  Araxd. — Extension  avec  Etudes  approuv^es,  887 
ifiometres  (551  milles);  garantie  6  pour  cent  sur  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilo- 
metre. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Barra  Mansa  a   Cataldo, — Extension,   122  kilometres 
{/6  milles);  en  construction,  528  kilometres  (328  milles);  en  Etudes,  791  kilo- 
metres (492  milles) ;  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilometre. 
Estrada  de  Ferro  Minas  e  Rio* — Ouverts  au   trafic,  170  kilometres   (106 
milles)  ;  garantie  de  7  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  15,495,253  milreis  ($2, 169,335). 
Estrada   de  Ferro  Muzambinho. — Ouverts  au  trafic,  57  kilometres   (31^ 
milles) ;  aucune  garantie. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Santos  a  Jfundiahy, — Ouverts  au  trafic,  139  kilometres 
{96  milles);  a  renonc6  a  sa  garantie  en  1889. 

Le  tableau  d6taill6  de  ses  recettes  et  d6penses  pendant  les  6  premiers  mois  de 

1896  est  le  suivant: 

Recettes, 


D< 


Passag^ers 

g?g=*gg  et  express 

Animaux  en  trains  de  passagers  . . 
Animaux  en  trains  de  marchandise 

Marchandise 

Ttl^g^raphe 

Emxna^asinage  et  amendes 

Divers 

DiflT^rence  de  change 

Total 

Bull.  :No.  9 13 


Montant 


Milreis. 
I,  220,  452 
283,  165 

19.  243 
6,  284 

5,  920,  016 

37.  284 

27,  802 

140,  968 

174.  569 


7.  830, 477 


$170,  863 

39.  642 
2,694 

879 
828,  802 

5.317 

3,893 

19.  736 

24. 440 


I,  096,  267 
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Depenses. 


Pour— 


Surintendance 

Tnux 

Bureau  principal  de  comptes 

Trafic 

Traction 

Materiel  roulant 

T616graphe 

Reparations  sur  la  ligne 

Bureau  central  de  comptes  . . 
Divers. 

Total 


Montant. 


Milreis. 

48.  322 

» 

31,031 

• 

32,  852 

i 

1,402.760 

H 

1,490.072 

20i 

401,  lOT 

5< 

87.  748 

v. 

695.  249 

9: 

21,  162 

115.996 

I( 

4.  326,  313     6(> 


Pendant  les  derniers  6  mois  de  la  m£me  ann^e  Ics  recetces  et  d^penses  ^u 

RecetUs, 


D< 


Passagers 

Bagage  et  express 

Animaux  en  trains  de  passagers  . . 
Animaux  en  trains  de  marchandise 

Marchandise 

T616graphe 

Emmagasinagc  et  amendes    

Divers , 

Total 


Montant. 


Miireis. 

I.  363,  292 

$ig 

320.  519 

4 

17.991 

4.978 

10,  402,  344 

1,45 

39.913 

34.072 

79.  426 

I 

12, 262. 535 


1. 71 


Depenses, 


Pour — 


Surintendance , 

D^penses  de  bureau 

Taux 

Trafic 

Traction 

Materiel  roulant 

T616graphe 

Reparations  sur  lalignc. . . 
Bureau  central  de  comptes, 

Divers 

Difference  de  change 


Total 


TContant. 


Afilrris. 

50,  188 

1 

40.  235 

33.815 

1.735.928 

24 

1,702.067 

23 

424.  105 

5 

93»903 

1 

1,129.493 

I* 

22,  173 

69,5^ 

345. 927 

* 

5.  647.  700  ,  7< 


Estrada  de  Ferro  Mogyana. — Celui-ci  est  Tautre  grand  chemin  de  fci 
Ic  transport  de  caf6  dc  TEtat  de  Sao  Paulo.      Ouverts  au  trafic   194  kiloi 
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:s) ;  embranchement  de  Caldas  'j'j  kilometres  (48  milles) ;  garantie  de 
at  sur  un  capital  de  4,300,000  milreis  or  ($2,347,800)  et  1,853,885 
pier  ($259,540).  Les  recettes  et  d^penses  d6taiU6e8  pour  Tann^e  1896 
nme  suit : 

RecetUs, 


De— 


t  express 

m  trains  de  passagers. . . 

se 

;n  trains  de  marchandise 
nage 

il 


Montant. 

Milreis. 

616,  274 

$86,  279 

114.967 

16,095 

19.  435 

2,721 

19,  401 

2,716 

I.  286,  573 

180,  121 

7,960 

1,114 

6,258 

876 

14.  258 

I,  196 

13.  229 

1,852 

2,098,355 


293. 770 


Depenses, 


Pour- 


itral . 


anente 


il 


MonUnt. 

Milreis. 

43,  746 

|6,i24 

226,  262 

31,677 

810,  628 

113.487 

44. 225 

6.  192 

586,  294 

82,081 

12,  161 

1.703 

1, 723. 316 


241,  264 


%  de  Ferro  Sorocabana, — Ouvcrts  au  trafic,  ligne  principale,  1 13  kilo- 

5  milles);  embranchement  d'ltarar^,  43  kilometres  (27  milles);  garantie 

r  cent  sur  un  capital  de  30  contos  ($4,200)   par  kilometre  (0.6214 

r  la  ligne  de  Botucatii  a  Tibagy  et  Tembranchement  d'Itarar6;  la  pro- 

a  Santos  ne  jouit  de  garantie. 

%  de  Ferro  Uheraha  ao  Coxim, — Extension,  avec  6tudes  approuv6es, 

fetres  (64  milles);  pour  dtre  6tudi6s,  897  kilometres  (556  milles);  total, 

metres  (620  milles);  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  30  conios  ($4,200) 

itrc. 

%  de  Catalao  a  Palmas. — Extension,  approximativement,  800  kilo- 

J7  milles);  6tudes  approuv^es,  100  kilometres  (62  milles);  pour  etre 

00  kilometres  (445  milles);  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur   30  contos 
par  kilometre  (0.6214  mille). 

1  de  Ferro  do  Parana, — Ouverts  au  trafic  (Paranagui  a  Curitiba),  1 1 1 
(62  miWcs);  prolongation  et  embranchcmcnts,  306  kilometres  (189 

otal,  417  kilometres  (258  milles). 
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Estrada  de  Ferro  Santa  Maria  a  Cruz  Alta, — Ou verts  au  trafic,  161  kilo- 
metres (100  milles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Santa  Maria  ao  Uruguay. — Partie  en  construction,  Cruz 
Alta  a  Uruguay,  381  kilometres  (237  millcs)  ;  embranchement  d'ljuhy,  293  kilo- 
metres (182  milles) ;  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  30  contos  ($4,200)  par  kilo- 
metres (0.6214  milles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Quarahim  a  Itaqui, — Ouverts  au  trafic,  176  kilometres  (110 
milles) ;  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  6,000,000  milreis  ($840,000). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Rio  Gande  a  Bage. — Ouverts  au  trafic,  283  kilometres (176 
milles);  garantie  de  7  pour  cent  sur  un  capital  de  13,521,453  milreis 
($1,893,003). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Sao  Paulo — Rio  Grande, — Extension  avec  Etudes  approu- 
v6es,  1,092  kilometres  (678^  milles);  pour  etre  6tudi6s,  775  kilometres  (482 
milles);  total,  1,867  kilometres  (i,i6ojj^  milles);  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  30 
contos  ($4,200)  par  kilometre  (0.6214  milles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Minas  de  Sao  Jeronymo. — En  construction,  40  kilometres 
(25  milles);  6tudes  approuv^es,  149  kilometres  (92JIJ  milles);  6tudi6cs,  375  kilo- 
metres (233  milles);  total,  564  kilometres  (350^^  miles). 

Estrada  de  Ferro  Pelotas  a  Colonia  Sao  Laurengo, — Extension  avec  Etudes 
approuv6es,  154  kilometres  (96  milles);  garantie  de  6  pour  cent  sur  3ocomos 
($4,200)  par  kilometre. 


COSTA  RICA. 
r6forme  du  syst£me  monetaire. 

(Extrait  de  plusieurs  documents  officiels.) 

Dans  le  memoire  presente  au  Congres  Constitutionnel  de  Costa 
Rica  par  Mr.  Ricardo  Monte  Alegre,  Secretaire  des  Finances 
et  du  Commerce,  le  17  juin  1895,  on  donne,  dans  un  expose 
etendu  de  la  situation  financiere  du  pays,  les  causes  qui  ont  amenc 
les  difRcultes  du  Tresor  Public  en  1882,  citant  entre  autres  les 
embarras  et  pertes  provenant  des  emprunts  de  1871-1872  et  U 
privation  pendant  dix  annees  consecutives  pour  la  Republique 
d'une  grande  partie  du  revenu  public  qui  etait  attribue  a  la  con- 
struction du  chemin  de  fer  de  I'Atlantique.  Le  document  cxpli- 
que  comment,  dans  ses  circonstances,  le  Gouvernement,  desirant 
garantir  le  rachat  des  notes  nationales  alors  en  circulation,  q^' . 
causait  la  disparition  de  Tor  qui  avait  toujours  ete  a  Costa  Ri^^ 
le  moyen  de  circulation  ordinaire,  a  celebre,  le  21  octobre  1884* 
un  contrat  avec  le  Banco  de  la  Union,  par  lequel  on  etablit  w 
seule  circulation  fiduciaire  ou  Pemission  exclusive  des  notes  de 
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ique.  Le  document  montre  encore  que  I'efFet  de  cet  arrange- 
nt,  par  lequel  on  augmentait  le  credit  sans  le  garantir,  a  ete  de 
voquer  finalement  la  sortie  de  Tor. 

D'accord  avec  le  contrat,  Remission  des  notes  de  banque  en 
>i  atteint  $3,257,400,  et  naturellement  a  mesure  que  cette 
ission  augmentait,  le  taux  du  change  international  augmentait 
eillement,  et  comme  9a  avait  ete  le  cas  avec  Tor  (dont  la  valeur 
circulation  en  1880  avait  atteint  $2,500,000  et  avait  entiere- 
nt  disparu),  Targent  commenca  aussi  a  emigrer. 
Ensuite  vint  la  grande  diminution  du  prix  de  Pargent  sur  les 
rches  etrangers,  et,  en  mcme  temps,  le  taux  normal  du  change 
rlipsa.  A  Costa  Rica  ou  pendant  les  annees  avant  1882  le 
X  n'etait  jamais  monte  au-dessus  de  19  pour  cent,  limite  de  la 
"erence  entre  la  valeur  de  I'or  national  et  Por  etranger,  et  etait 
ijuemment  descendu  au  minimum  de  5  pour  cent,  il  commen9a 
nonter  d'une  fa9on  alarmante.  En  1891  le  taux  monta  dans  la 
irte  periode  de  2  mois  et  demi  de  64  a  115  por  cent;  pendant 
15  jours  suivants  il  descendit  a  84  seulement  pour  remonter 
IS  une  periode  egale  a  100,  et  oscillait  3  mois  plus  tard  entre 
et  116. 

En  Janvier  1892,  il  etait  a  96  pour  cent,  en  juillet  de  la  meme 
lee  a  1 1  o,  et  trente  jours  plus  tard  a  1 56.  En  vue  de  ces  oscilla- 
ns  violentes,  qui  ont  etc  la  cause  de  pertes  pour  le  commerce  et 
nstabilite  dans  toutes  les  affaires  du  pays,  le  Gouvernement,  pro- 
idement  interesse  a  tout  ce  que  d'une  fa9on  ou  d'une  autre  peut 
ipecher  ou  embarrasser  le  plus  grand  developpement  dans  la  pro- 
ction  du  pays,  apres  avoir  etudie  soigneusement  les  causes  qui 
uvent  I'influencer,  a  plus  particulierement  dirige  son  attention 
rs  la  nature  du  moyen  de  circulation,  qu'a  la  monnaie  represen- 
nt  le  capital  forme  avec  la  proprietc  et  le  travail  des  elements 
oducteurs  et  permanents  de  la  richesse. 

Des  1894,  premiere  annee  de  I'administration  actuelle,  Mr. 
AFAEL  Yglesias,  President  de  la  Republique,  a  fait  dans  son 
essage  inaugural  un  expose  categorique  de  ses  idees  sur  ce  sujet, 
clarant  son  intention  de  proccder  a  Tetablissement  d'une  circu- 
ion  metallique  ayant  des  conditions  supcrieures  a  celles  qui 
istent  maintenant,  dans  ce  but  cette  reforme  ctant  une  partie 
m  plan  general  tendant  a  Tamclioration  de  I'cconomie  nationale 


1634  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

et  de  I'administration  publique  est  alle  graduellement  murissa] 
depuis  cette  epoque. 

Ayant  cet  objet  en  vue,  on  a  entrepris  la  reduction  de  la  dct 
interieure  en  meme  temps  que  d'autres  arrangements  de  tres  granc 
importance  par  rapport  a  la  dette  exterieure*  heureusement  ca 
clue,  la  vente  de  terres  publiques  et  I'abolition  de  plusieurs  moa 
poles,  entre  autres  du  rhum  et-  du  tabac.  II  est  a  remarquerqi 
cette  operation  a  ete  executce  avec  la  depense  de  $2,ooo,oc 
environ,  somme  prise  par  le  Gouvernement  sur  ses  revenus  sai 
perte  pour  le  bon  service  administratif,  est  maintenant  Petat  flori 
sant  de  Tinstruction  publique  sans  limiter  la  construction  de  rout 
et  autres  travaux  importants  et  sans  feire  aucun  usage  du  crec 
public  ou  avoir  recours  a  I'etablissement  de  nouveaux  impots  c 
a  Taugmentation  des  impots  existants. 

Pour  donner  une  idee  de  la  condition  actuelle  des  financ 
nationales,  il  ne  serait  pas  deplace  de  rappeler  ici  que  malgre  qi 
les  depenses  publiques  a  Costa  Rica  soient  inferieures  a  celles  d 
pays  voisins,  les  recettes  ordinaires  du  Tresor  National  penda 
Tannee  fiscale  1896-97  monterent  a  $7,435,610.78  en  argci 
depassant  de  $851,102.02  celle  de  I'annee  anterieure  et  depassa 
de  $538,226.14  les  valuations  faites.  Les  depenses  totales  mo 
terent  a  $697,326.51,  laissant  un  excedant  de  $738,284.27,  qi 
joint  a  celui  de  Tannee  anterieure  et  a  d'autres  excedants  existai 
elevent  a  $1,270,000,  la  valeur  au  credit  du  Departement  d 
Finances  le  31  mars  de  I'annee  derniere.  La  dette  publiq' 
anterieure  a  cette  date  etait  reduite  a  $1,116,784.18;  les  not 
nationales  etaient  retirees  et  la  dette  existant  pendant  de  noi 
breuses  annees  en  faveur  du  Banco  de  Costa  Rica,  auparava 
Banco  de  la  Unibn,  etait  enfin  eteinte. 

D'un  autre  cote  le  mouvement  commercial  de  la  Republiquc  < 
satisfaisant  d'accord  avec  le  rapport  du  Bureau  National  des  Si 
tistiques.  La  valeur  en  or  des  exportations  pendant  les  annees 
1883  a  1893  calculee  au  taux  respectif  du  change  a  ete 
$62,751,676  et  celle  des  importations  de  $56,585,769,  laissant  1 
excedant  de  $6,565,907  en  or  American  en  faveur  de  ce  laboriei 
pays.  Les  statistiques  pour  les  annees  posterieures  sont  les  s 
vantes. 


*Publi6  en  le  Monthly  Bulletin  de  Mai  1897. 
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Annte. 


% 

>  - 

>    

Total 


Importations  en 
or  American. 


$4,113,323.66 

3,851,460.34 
4,  748,  812.62 


12,713,496.62 


Exportations  ett 
or  American. 


$5,033,113.14 
5,  188,401.  78 

5.  597.  727.  01 


15,819,241.93 


Cela  montre  que  les  exportations  pendant  les  3  dernieres  annees 
::  excede  les  importations  de  $3,105,745.31,  chifFre  qui  montre 
n  seulement  que  la  balance  du  commerce  est  decidement  en 
''^ur  de  Costa  Rica,  mais  que  le  developpement  de  la  produc- 
m  du  pays  est  stable  et  progressif  et  en  meme  tempts  qu'il 
iste  une  prudence  avisee  dans  les  affaires  commercials.  Le 
fe  est  le  principal  article  d'exportation  sans  toutefois  decourager 
autre  produits,  et  c'est  un  fait  bien  connu  que  le  cafe  de  Costa 
.ica  est  recherche  parmi  les  meilleurs  du  monde,  comme  on  pent 
voir  par  les  revues  commercials  des  principaux  marches  de 
ette  denree.  Par  exemple,  Pimportante  maison  de  Chalmers, 
iuthrie  A  Co.,  de  Londres,  qui  a  des  bureaux  a  Guatemala  et  a 
Bogota,  a  cote  pendant  les  4  demiers  mois  le  cafe  fair  and  fine 
u  prix  suivant : 


Pays  d'origine. 

Nov.  30  1897. 

D^.  14  1897. 

Jan.  II  1898. 

Fev.  8  1S97. 

Costa  Rica 

Suat^mala  .... 

Columbia  et 

Venezuela  . . 

s.           s.       d. 
83    ^    108     0 
79    ^    100    0 

70    k    102     6 

J.           s.       d. 
82    ^    105     0 
79    ^    100    0 

70    k    102     6 

«.      d.        s.       d. 

84     0  ^  106     0 
79     0  ^  100     0 

73     6  ^  102     6 

s.            s.       d. 
88    4    114     6 
81    k    102     0 

73    k    102     6 

Le  prix  des  qualites  inferieures  du  cafe  de  Costa  Rica  n'est  pas 
descendu  au-dessous  de  50  s.  a  76  s.  6  d.  par  100  livres  cependant  le 
cout  dc  production  pendant  Tannee  derniere  a  ete  d'environ  40  s. 
^fgcnt.  Le  cafe  jouit  aussi  de  facilites  spcciales  de  communica- 
tions tcrrestres  et  maritimes  et  les  frets  sont  bon  marches. 

La  culture  du  cafe  a  augmente  en  proportion  du  developpement 
^turel  du  pays  et  il  y  a  un  grand  nombre  de  plantations  nouvelles 
^%  dans  peu  de  temps,  seront  en  train  de  produire. 

L'exportation  de  bananes  et  autres  fruits  augmente  conside- 
^blement  et  celle  de  bois  de  charpente  a  cte  bien  plus  grande 
*3nnec  derniere.     De  plus  I'industrie  miniere  se  developpe  beau- 
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coup  maintenant.  Dans  le  rapport  suivant  presente  au  Congr< 
le  15  juin  1896,  le  meme  fonctionnaire  expose  plus  en  detail 
plan  adopte  par  le  Gouvernement  pour  la  revision  du  system 
monetaire  et  defend  les  principes  sur  lesquels  il  est  base,  s'atta 
dant  aux  considerations  suivantes :  Le  caractere  du  moyen  de  ci 
culation  a  une  influence  decisive  sur  le  mouvement  financier  e 
general.  La  monnaie,  comme  moyen  representatif  de  la  valeui 
s'impose  dans  toutes  les  transactions  et  constitue  en  meme  temps  1; 
garantie  la  plus  stable  du  capital  et  du  travail.  Cette  fonction  s 
importante  exige  qu'elle  ait  une  valeur  fixe  qui  la  protege  contn 
une  depreciation  possible  et  lui  permette  d'assumer  un  role  perma 
nent  dans  les  operations  intemationales  necessaires  pour  le  bien 
etre  et  Tavancement  du  pays. 

Ce  n'est  done  pas  possible  d'obtenir  la  stabilite  du  capital  indi 
viduel  ou  la  solidite  de  la  richesse  publique  quand  cet  agent  s 
important  qui  les  gouverne  perd  quelques-uns  des  caracteristique 
qui  lui  sont  attribues  par  la  raison  bien  comprise  de  sa  creation 
Si  la  monnaie  doit  avoir  une  valeur  fixe,  il  est  necessaire  qu'elli 
emane  de  son  propre  caractere  de  fa9on  a  ce  qu'elle  puisse  deve 
lopper  son  pouvoir  d'acquisition,  car  toute  depreciation  a  un 
action  sur  tout  ce  qui  lui  est  subordonne,  et  si  cette  depreciatio 
est  exposee  a  des  oscillations  constantes  la  condition  normale  d< 
affaires  disparait  et  toutes  ses  branches  sont  profondement  affected 
par  les  perturbations  violentes  qui  se  succedent;  c'est  un  incoi 
venient  dont  souffre  maintenant  la  monnaie  d'argent,  quand 
monnaie  d'or  au  contraire  se  maintient  comme  la  base  du  systen 
monetaire  des  plus  importantes  nations  commerciales.  Les  natio 
memes  qui  ne  le  possedent  pas  s'efforcent  de  I'adopter  parce  qii 
est  a  present  le  seul  moyen  de  change  ayant  une  valeur  fixe. 

II  arriva  qu'en  meme  temps  que  le  plan  de  reformes  ci-dess 
mentionne  etait  etabli  on  avait  decide  d'emporter  immediateme 
de.  grandes  sommes  de  monnaie  d'argent  etrangere  et  pour  cet 
raison  le  Congres  par  decret  du  3  juillet  de  la  meme  ann 
defendit  la  frappe  de  monnaie  d'argent  nationale  et  declara  tou' 
les  monnaies  etrangcres  du  meme  metal  monnaie  non-legale  dz 
le  pays,  etablissant  en  meme  temps  la  fa9on  dont  les  monna 
d'argent  alors  en  circulation  seraient  rachetees. 

Le  Gouvernement  ayant  alors  decide  d'entreprendre  une  reforr 
un  nouveau  contrat  fut  signe  avec  le  Banco  de  Costa  Rica,  d 
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principal  objet  etait  de  substituer  graduellement  la  note  de 
que  par  une  autre  note  ayant  un  caratere  exclusivement 
tonal  emise  au  pair  et  garantie  par  une  quantite  egale  de 
nnaie  d'or  ou  mieux  par  des  certificats  d'or.  La  banque  aban- 
ma  pour  cette  raison  le  privilege  de  remission  exclusive, 
^a  loi  monetaire  publiee  dans  le  Bulletin  mensuel  du  Bureau 
novembre  1896  et  dans  une  edition  speciale  du  meme  Bureau, 
retee  d'accord  avec  ce  plan,  etablit  le  colon  d'or  comme  unite 
netaire  et  fixe  la  relation  de  valeur  entre  cette  monnaie  et  le 
sent  dollar  national  d'argent  evalue  relativement  a  Tetat  du 
esor  Public,  base  sur  la  quantite  du  moyen  de  circulation,  du 
IX  moyen  du  change  international  pendant  plusieurs  annees  et  a 
derniere  moyenne  de  la  valeur  de  Targent  par  rapport  a  I'or 
ndant  la  meme  periode.  De  cette  fe9on  (la  parite  de  valeur 
tre  la  note  de  banque  et  le  certificat  d'or  etant  aussi  etablie  par 
meme  fait)  toute  perturbation  possible  dans  les  obligations  et 
:erets  existant  de  tout  genre  et  dans  la  valeur  presente  de  tous 
» articles,  a  ete  evitee. 

L'emission  des  certificats,  d'un  autre  cote,  est  obligatoire  parce 
I'll  ne  serait  pas  possible  de  maintenir  la  monnaie  d'or  en  circu- 
ion  pendant  que  la  quantite  de  notes  emises  par  la  banque  lui 
t  superieure,  et  comme  pour  retirer  les  dernieres  il  est  indispen- 
t>le  de  suppleer  a  leur  absence  de  la  circulation;  de  fa9on  a 
iter  les  difficultes  qui  se  suivraient  a  la  diminution  dans  les 
oyens  de  circulation,  les  certificats  d'or  auraient  en  meme  temps 
Vantage  de  pourvoir  efFectivement  a  ce  besoin. 
La  banque  ayant  ete  autorisee  a  emettre  des  notes  jusqu'a  la 
l^ur  de  $5,ocxD,ooo  et  ayant  a  present  en  circulation,  en  chiffres 
^ds,  4,000,000,  la  premiere  emission  doit,  d'accord  avec  le  con- 
^U  etre  reduite  en  proportion  avec  *  la  quantite  de  monnaie  d'or 
Clonal  frappee,  et  de  la  seconde  emission  on  retirera  de  la  circu- 
'on  90  pour  cent  des  sommes  de  la  meme  monnaie  que  le 
ouvernement  pourra  deposer  a  la  banque ;  et  le  Gouvernement 
^cttra  des  certificats  d'or  payables  au  porteur  jusqu'a  une  valeur 
>^le  a  celle  des  billets  de  banque  retire.  Ces  certificats  seront 
?^es  en  meme  temps  par  le  Secretaire  des  Finances  et  le  Direc- 
^r  da  la  banque,  et  seront  rachetcs  sur  demande  en  or  national  le 
^  decembre  1900,  ou  auparavant,  quand  le  Gouvernement  le 
'gera  convenable.     La  valeur  de  la  monnaie  d'or  deposee  ne  doit 


1638  BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

pas  etre  inferieure  a  2,500,000  colones  et  jusqu'alors  la  banquc 
echangera  Targent  pour  les  certificats  comme  s'ils  etaient  ses  propres 
notes. 

La  periode  fixee  pour  accomplir  ce  plan  finit  en  1902,  maislc 
Gouvernement  se  reserve  le  droit  de  faire  la  frappe  dans  un  delai 
plus  court  afin  de  reunir  la  quantite  necessaire  de  monnaie  dor 
dans  le  plus  court  espace  de  temps,  et  dans  ce  but  il  a  deja  depose 
a  la  banque  1 ,000,000  de  colones  en  or,  la  valeur  des  deux  pre- 
mieres  frappes,  et  a  ameliore  la  monnaie  nationale  pour  pouvoir 
continuer  sans  retard  cette  operation. 

Voici  en  resume  les  principaux  traits  de  cette  importante 
reforme. 

BANQUES. 

Une  des  conditions  sous  lesquelles  le  Banco  de  Costa  Rica  a 
abandonne  le  privilege  d'emission  exclussive  est  la  suivante: 

Que  la  loi  generale  qui  doit  etre  decretee  etablissant  remission 
libre  devra,  entre  les  conditions  principales  qui  I'autorisent,  etablir 
les  dispositions  suivantes  : 

Aucune  banque  ayant  un  capital  de  moins  d'un  million  de 
colones  sera  autorise  a  faire  des  emissions. 

Les  banques  desirant  devenir  des  banques  d'emission  devront 
avoir  leur  capital  en  monnaie  d'or  nationale. 

Les  notes  seront  echangees  pour  de  Tor  national. 

L'emission  des  notes  ne  depassera  pas  65  pour  cent  du  capital 
realise;  comme  fond  de  garantie  pour  remission  une  reserve  en  or 
national  d'au  moins  40  pour  cent  de  la  valeur  des  notes  cmises  est 
obligatoire. 

Un  controleur  officiel  aura  soin  qu'avant  Pemission  toutes  les 
dispositions  de  la  loi  aient  cte  accomplies  et  que  la  banque 
agisse  toujours  dans  les  limites  de  son  autorite. 

L'etat  de  chaque  banque  d*e mission  doit  etre  public  tous  les 
mois. 


MEXICO. 

INSTRUCTIONS  POUR  L'EXPtolTlON  DE  MARCHANDISES. 

Les  instructions  generales  suivantes,  en  rapport  a  la  maniere 
dont  on  doit  marquer  et  emballer  les  marchandises  destinees  pour 
le  Mexique  ont  etc  prises  des  reglements  des  douanes  de  ladite 
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publique.  L'observation  de  ces  regies  evitera  bien  d'inconve- 
nts  et  de  retard  dans  I'expedition  au  port  d'entree. 

.  Les  caisses  de  marchandises  ne  doivent  porter  qu'une  marque  et  num^ro, 
1  d'en  faciliter  ^identification,  les  noms  et  adresses  des  fabricants,  marquds 
form^ment  sur  les  caisses  d'origine  sont  io\6t6s.  Les  infractions  a  cette  r^gle 
t  punies  d'une  amende  d'une  piastre,  par  caisse  portant  des  marques  et 
n6ros  autres  que  ceux  d^crits  dans  les  factures  consulaires. 
I.  Les  poids  net  et  brut,  et  la  valeur  de  chaque  colis  doivent  6tre  sp6cifi6s, 
me  lorsqu'il  s'agit  d'un  chargement  entier  de  marchandises  do  meme  nature. 

cas  ou  un  colis  contiendrait  divers  articles,  il  faut  sp6cifier  le  poids  net,  le 
ds  legal  et  la  valeur  de  chacun  et  porter  en  regard  Tarticle  du  tarif  des 
lanes. 

[II.  II  est  important  de  noter  la  difference  entre  le  poids  net  et  le  pdids  16gal, 
[  comprend  les  gaines,  6crins,  cartons  ou  boites  16g^res  servant  d'enveloppe 
rticuli^re  a  chaque  objet.  Le  tarif  des  douanes  indique  clairement  si  les 
jits  sont  pergus  sur  le  poids  net,  16gal  ou  brut. 
Lc  systfeme  m^trique  est  en  vigueur  depuis  le  i*'  septcmbre  1896. 
IV.  Lorsque  plusieurs  boites,  balles  ou  caisses  sont  r^unies,  de  fa^on  a  ne 
rmcr  qu'un  seul  colis,  il  est  indispensable  de  specifier  :  a)  le  nombre  des  colis 
isi  r6unis ;  b)  le  poids  de  chacun  s6par6ment ;  c)  la  marque  et  num6ro  et  le 
ids  brut  du  colis  entier. 

Cette  r^gle  ne  s'applique  pas  aux  marchandises  expedites  en  vrac,  telles  que 
uves,  barres  ou  plaques  de  fer  ou  t6le,  qui  sont  r^unies  d'une  fagon  sp^ciale. 
V^.  Dans  les  exp6ditions  d'huiles  ou  autres  produits  similaires,  emball^s  en 
36ral  dans  de  grandes  caisses,  il  faut  sp6cifier  le  nombre  d'estagnonji  ou  dames- 
i^nes,  contenus  dans  chaque  caisse. 

^I.  En  ce  qui  concerne  les  envois  de  tissus,  il  est  n^cessaire  de  specifier:  la 
^gucur  et  la  largeur  exactes  de  chaque  piSce,  la  nature  pr6cise  de  I'^toffe,  laine, 
fpn,  fil,  soie,  etc.;  le  poids  net  et  brut  de  chaque  colis  et  celui  de  chaque  article 

Jl  contient.  La  mesure  des  serviettes,  nappes,  mouchoirs,  essuie-mains,  etc., 
^^  fitre  exprim6e  en  pouces  carr6s. 

S'il  Skagit  de  "  rebozos  "  ou  de  leurs  imitations,  le  nombre  de  fils  par  %  centi- 
•^^c  carr6,  doit  Stre  sp6cifi6,  amsi  que  la  nature  precise  du  tissu. 

*^n.  Dans  les  expeditions  de  produits  chimiques  ou  pharmaceutiques,  avoir 
^^  de  n'employer  aucun  flacon  ou  vaisseau  quelconque  portant  une  Etiquette 
^''e  que  celle  indiquant  la  veritable  nature  du  contenu. 

'^ni.  La  classification  sous  la  rubrique  "  Mdquinas,"  a  donn6  lieu  a  de  nom- 
^^ses  erreurs ;  il  importe  done  de  faire  connaitre  que  tous  les  accessoires  de 
^^hincs,  pouvant  servir,  a  d'autres  usages,  meme  lorsqu'ils  sont  import^s  en 
''^c  temps  que  les  appareils  dont  ils  fbrment  partie  int^grante,  sont  soumis  aux 
Nicies  du  tarif  les  sp^cifiant ;  ainsi,  les  boulons,  barres  de  fer  ou  d'acier,  plates, 
'^des,  octogones ;  les  huiles  lubrifiantes,  les  cuirs,  tann6s  ou  non  (pour  cour- 
^^^  dc  transmission  par  exemple)  ne  sont  admis  qu'en  trfes  petites  quantit^s,  a 
•^^ficicr  du  droit  r^duit  sur  les  machines,  m6me  s'il  font  partie  de  Tenvoi  de 
•Wei. 

W.  Lc  plus  grand  soin  doit  Stre  apport^  a  indiquer  le  nombre  exact  de  colis 
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exp6di6s.     La  moindre  errcur  en  plus  du  nombrc  port6  sur  Ic  manifcstc,  cntrainc 
de  lourdes  amendes,  qui  ne  sont  jamais  remises. 

X.  En  exp6diant  de  la  faience,  de  la  porcelaine,  verrerie  ou  cristallcric  avoir 
soin  de  specifier  si  les  marchandises  sont  unies,  ou  mont^es  en  m6tal  dor6  ou 
argept6 ;  dans  ce  dernier  cas  les  droits  sont  beaucoup  plus  61ev6s. 


VENEZUELA. 

TARIF  DOUANIER  DE   1897-1898. 
Troisifeme  Edition,  Fascisulc  30. 
[Suite  du  numero  de  Fevrier.] 
§  4. — Classe  IV. 

Droits. — 75  centimes  du  bolivar. 

Huile  d'amande  ou  de  lin. 

Huile  de  poisson  et  de  graine  de  coton. 

Huile  de  palme  et  huile  siccative  ou  liquide  pour  pcintres. 

Olives,  capres  de  toute  sorte. 

Burettes  a  huile,  carafons  a  eau  et  a  vin,  et  m^nagferes  autres  que  cellcs  ayant 
une  partie  quelconque  en  or  ou  en  argent,  qui,  dans  ce  cas,  suivent  le  regime  dc 
la  classe  VIII,  et  celles  en  argent  allemand  ou  dories,  ou  argcnt6es,  qui  sont 
comprises  dans  la  classe  VI. 

Acier,  fer,  cuivre,  laiton,  ^tain,  fer-blanc,  m6tal  pour  cloches,  bronze, plo"^"' 
sp^autre,  zinc  et  nickel,  en  articles  de  toute  sorte  non  d6nomm^s  dans  d'aiJ*-"^ 
classes,  qu'ils  soient  ou  non  polis,  vernis,  ^tam6s,  ou  bronz6s;  fours  poi*^  ^ 


fabrication  du  sucre. 

Fil  metallique,  ouvr^  en  articles  tels  que  montures  de  perruquc,  cages  d'oise    ^^|^  ' 
porte-manteaux  pour  vetements  ou  chapeaux  ou  autres  objets  de  ce  genre,    -^^" 
que  les  armatures  d'ombrelles  et  de  parapluies. 

Amandes,  noisettes,  noix,  arachides,  chataignes  et  tous  autres  fruits  sees  *^ 
coquilles,  non  d6nomm6s. 

Alambics  et  tous  appareils  semblables. 

Amer  Siegert. 

S6same,  alpiste  et  millet. 

Anis  en  graines,  carvi,  cannelle  de  Ceylan  et  cannelle  de  Chine  {caneloriy  *""' 
cumin,  clous  de  girofle.  origan,  poivres  et  autres  6pices  qui  servcnt  a  assaisc^*^^^^ 
et  a  relever  les  aliments. 

Lustres,  globes,  candelabres,  chandeliers,  fanaux,  r^verbferes,  suspcnsJ^D^' 
lampes,  lanternes,  bougeoirs,  chandeliers  de  jardin  {guardabrisas)  et  quinqu^^^' 
a  Texception  des  articles  ayant  une  partie  quelconque  en  or  ou  en  argent  q"^ 
appartiennent  a  la  classe  VIII,  et  de  ceux  en  argent  allemand,  ou  dor^s  oa 
argent6s,  qui  sont  tax^s  d'apr^s  la  classe  VI.     Les  pieces  accessoires  import^ 
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;  les  articles  pr6cit6s  acquit  tent  les  droits  de  la  classe  a  laquelle  ces  articles 

espondent. 

rbres  dc  Noel. 

lis  a  I'^tat  brut. 

icre  blanc  ou  raffin6. 

alances,  romaines  ct  dynamomfetres,  en  cuivre  ou  dans  Icsquels  le  cuivre 

ominc,  y  compris  les  poids,  meme  en  fer,  s'ils  sont  import6s  avec  lesdites 

nces. 

eaux  et  baquets  en  bois. 

andes  de  billard  et  bandes  ou  courroies  de  grosse  toile  cir^e  pour  volants  de 

eurs  a  vapeur. 

eux  de  bagatelle  avec  tous  leurs  accessoires. 

lastissages  ou  feutres  pour  chapeaux,  non  foul^s,  poils  pour  chapeaux,  6tuis 

papier,  cuirs  int6rieurs,  doublures,  peluche,  visiSres  pour  casquettes  et  k6pis 

iutres  articles  exclusivement  destines  a  la  fabrication  des  chapeaux,  tels  que 

oilc  cir6e  pr^par^e  avec  de  la  gomme-laque  dissoute  dans  I'alcool,  em  ploy  6e 

LS  la  fabrication  des  chapeaux  de  poil  noir,  et  solution  de  ladite  gomme  dans 

:ool. 

'irage  pour  la  chaussure  et  huile.  bitumineuse  employee  a  noircir  et  a  assouplir 

larnais. 

illards  avec  tous  leurs  accessoires,  y  compris  les  billes  et  le  tapis  de  leurs 

-s,  pourvu  que  ces  accessoires  soient  import6s  avec  les  billards. 

^1  d'Arm^nie  et  lies  (horra)  non  d6nomm6s. 

aisscs  en  bois,  m6me  import6es  non  mont^es,  ou  en  planchettes  pour  leur 

Cation. 

iiiicrs  grands  et  petits,  corbeilles,  voitures  d'enfants  et  autres  articles  en  jonc 

*^  osier,  y  compris  les  petites  voitures  d'enfants,  quelle  que  soit  la  mati^re 

^cs  compose,  le  canevas  de  coton  recouvert  de  papier,  pour  la  fabrication  des 

^ppcs,  et  le  tissu  recouvert  d'une  couche  de  sulfate  de  cuivre. 

^non  manufacture  ou  pr6par6,  pour  boites  grandes  et  petites  ou  pour  tout 

c  usage  except^  les  jouets  d'enfants,  les  masques  et  les  cartes  a  jouer.     Sont 

Anient  rang6s  dans  cette  classe  les  cartes  de  visite  en  blanc  de  toutes  dimen- 
s. 

^"■gcmond^  ou  moulu. 

'^vadille. 

'^psulcs  pour  boucher  les  bouteilles. 

•'"osscs  grossiferes  de  pansage  et  brosses  en  corne  ou  en  baleine  pour  laver  les 

^uets. 

^irc  v6g6tale,  noire  ou  jaune,  non  ouvree. 

^^ics  dc  pore  ou  crins. 

^Waux  de  bois  ou  carrousels. 

^oUc  ordinaire  et  collodion  pour  la  photographic. 

^oile  6crue  et  toile  dite  coleta,  6crue,  du  n**  2 ;  toiles  communes  telles  que 

^^  compries  sous  le  n®  115  de  la  classe  III,  mais  qui  ont  6t6  plus  ou  moins 

^*^chics,  y  compris  la  cotonnade  (cotonia), 

Coutcaux  a  pointe,  ordinaires,  avec  ou  sans  gaine;  couteaux  avec  manche  en 
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bois  ou  autre  mati^re  coEnmune,  pour  pdcheurs,  cordonniers,  selliers,  jardiniers, 
abricants  de  tabac;  couteaux  grands  ordinaires  pour  la  campagne  et  en  general 
ceux  qui  sont  employ6s  dans  les  arts  ou  les  m6tiers. 

Vemis  de  tout  genre. 

Caoutchouc  manufactur6  en  tuyaux  ou  conduits  et  en  plaques  ou  bandes  pour 
courroies  de  machines. 

Toile  cir6e  pour  parquets,  pour  emballer  et  pour  toiture. 

Miroirs  de  toute  espfece  et  glaces  6tam6es. 

Blanc  de  baleine  et  paraffine. 

^cume  de  mer«  substance  employee  dans  la  fabrication  du  pain  et  a  d'autres 
usages  analogues. 

Nattes  grandes  et  petites  et  nattes  de  jonc,  pour  planchers. 

Petites  nattes  et  tapis  ronds  en  pite  de  couleur  pour  tables. 

Images,  ornements,  et  articles  pour  le  conditionnement  des  bonbons  de  toute 
sorte,  ainsi  que  les  cornets  en  papier  dor6,  finis  en  tout  ou  en  partie,  importis 
pour  le  m6me  usage.     Si  les  con  tenants  dont  il  s'agit  sont  recou  verts  de  sole  on 
de  velours  ou  garnis  de  fleurs  ou  d'autres  articles  soumis  a  des  droits  plus 
61ev6s,  ils  seront  ranges  dans  la  classe  VI,  comme  articles  de  fantaisie,  amoins 
qu'ils  ne  soient  compl^tement  remplis  de  bonbons. 

Tapis  ou  Paillassons  non  d6nomm6s. 

Fruits  sees. 

Fruits  a  I'eau-de-vie,  dans  du  sirop  ou  dans  leur  jus. 

Bois  ou  ar9ons  de  selles. 

Fleurs  artificielles  en  porcelaine. 

Biscuits  avec  sucreries. 

Gazoline  et  benzine  et  naphte. 

Gelatine  de  toute  sorte. 
.    Farine  de  pommes  de  terre,  de  ma!s  et  de  seigle. 

Fil  ou  filasse.  pour  cordonniers  et  cordes  de  chanvre,  pour  brides,  avec       '^ 
rieur  en  6toupe. 

Fil  gros,  de  chanvre,  de  pite,  de  lin  ou  de  coton,  autre  que  le  fil  a  coat 
broder  ou  a  tisser. 

Fil  de  caret,  lignes  ou  cordelettcs  tordues   pour   pScher   et   fil  dc  cha 
employ^  a  la  fabrication  des  filets  de  pSche. 

Fer-blanc  et  tole  de  fer,  en  articles  non  d6nomm6s  de  toute  sorte,  et  ust( 
en  fer  pour  usage  domestique,  quand  ils  ont  des  couvercles  en  fer-blaji 
en  tole. 

Encens. 

Outils  pour  les  arts  et  metiers,  avec  ou  sans  msuiche,  tels  que  alicates,  b*^  ^ 
compas,  vrilles,  truelles,  b6danes  et  ciseaux  de  menuisier,  niveaux,  gouges,    ^ 
lopes,  herminettes,  guillaumes,  alines,  limes,  marteaux,  scies  a  bras  et  a  tt^^  ' 
tenailles  et  pinces,  tours  et  6taiix,  planes,  rabots,  vilebrequins  et  autres  arO^ 
similaires,  ainsi  que  les  boites  en  bois  contenant  quelques-uns  de  ces  instrum^^^' 

Savon  pour  tailleurs. 

Sirops  de  tout  genre,  autres  que  les  sirops  m6diclnaux,  confiseries  dc  toit^^ 
esp^ce,  Sucre  candi  et  f^cule  de  riz  aromatis^e  employee  dans  la  iabrication  d^ 
bonbons. 
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Cire  a  cacheter  en  pains  ou  en  bsltons. 

Laine  brute  et  grosse  et  petite  toile  a  voiles  6cruc  de  lin  ou  de  coton. 
Lait  condens^. 

Livrcs  imprimis,  reli6s,  except^  Ics  livres  d6nomm6s  a  la  classe  VIII. 
Faience  imitation  de  porcelaine. 

Porcclaine   ordinaire   et   porcelaine  de  Chine,  sous   toutes   formes,  non  de- 
nommmec. 
Houblon. 

Bois  manufacture  en  articles  non  d6nomm6s  de  toute  sorte. 
Mamgrafos, 
Saindoux  m61ang6  avec  d'autres  graisses  et  oleomargarine. 

Marbrc,  jaspe,  albatre,  granit  et  toutes  autres  pierres  analogues,  ouvr6es  ou 
polies,  en  articles  non  d^nomm6s  de  toute  sorte. 

Maizcna. 

Miches  tissues  ou  tordues  et  6cou  villous,  pour  lam  pes. 

Moutarde  en  grains  ou  en  poudre. 

Meubles  en  bois  ordinaire,  en  osier,  en  paille  ou  en  jonc,  et  meubles  en  fer  et 

^''^gucS  ou  parties  d'orgues  quelconques  import6es  s6par6ment. 

^ss6ine  (osteina). 

ft     • 

^ois  d6bit6  pour  allumettes. 

^-niis  en  bois  avec  fond  en  tissu  de  lin. 

P "" 
^^c  ou  mastic  pour  polir,  ainsi  que  pour  queues  de  billard. 

^•I^icr  peint  pour  tapisser. 

^^'^  position  imitant  la  porcelaine,  le  marbre,  le  granit  ou  toute  autre  pierrc 

•    ^^  toute  espfcce  d'objets  autres  que  jouets  d'enfant. 

^^•t>ac  hach6  pour  cigarettes. 

^^*"res  a  feu,  pierres  de  touche  ou  a  polir  et  autres  semblables,  non  denom- 

^^    ^ans  les  autres  classes. 

^^ux  non  tann6es  et  non  ouvr^es. 

^udre  de  boulangerie. 

^<^udures. 

^oc^d6s  pour  queues  de  billard. 

^  homages  de  toute  sorte. 

^acs  vides,  en  canevas,  en  grosse  toile  de  chanvre  dite  "coleta",  en  grosse 

loiic  6crue  et  autres  tissus  similaires. 

^aucissons,  saucisses,  jambons  en  boites,  poisson  en  boltes,  conserves  alimen- 

laiTcs,  champignons  sees  ou  en  sauce,  farine  latt^e  et  tous  autres  comestibles, 

P^^Par6s  ou  non,  non  d6nomm6s  dans  les  classes  ant6rieures,  tels  que  la  pate 

^g8lutin6c  du  Buitoni. 

fauces  de  tout  genre  et  pickles  a  la  moutarde. 

^^if  en  masses,  fondu  ou  press6,  et  graisses  ordinaires  de  toute  sorte  pour  la 

»^"cation  du  savon. 

"Siphons  et  machines  a  eaux  gazeuses. 

^uir  a  semelles,  teint  ou  non,  non  ouvr^,  et  semelles  de  chanvre  pour  espa- 

Grilles. 
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Tabourets  pour  pianos,  quelle  que  soit  la  mati^re  dont  ils  sont  fabriqu6s. 

Talc  en  fcuilles  ou  en  poudre. 

Fil  de  crin  pour  pecher. 

Couvre-plats  en  toile  m^tallique. 

Couvercles  avec  bouton  de  m6ta1,  de  verre,  de  cristal  ou  de  porcclaine. 

Tissus  de  coton,  de  chanvre,  de  sparte  ou  de  lin,  pour  6tendre  sur  Ics  par- 
quets, meme  lorsque  ces  tissus  sont  m61ang6s  avec  un  peu  de  laine,  et  tissus  de 
crin  pour  recouvrir  les  meubles. 

Toiles  pr6par6es  pour  peinture  a  Thuile  et  estompes  pour  dessin. 

Tissus  ordinaires,  de  chanvre,  lin  ou  coton,  pour  meubles,  en  bandes,  sangles, 
etc.,  et  torchons  de  coton  pour  usages  domestiques,  et  rubans  en  paille  pour 
emballer. 

Talons  en  bois,  avec  ou  sans  renfort  en  cuivre  ou  en  fer. 

Bandes  d'^tof^e  ou  de  papier  ^tam6  {de  papel  estahadd),  pour  la  chaussure,  de 
I  centimetre  de  large  sur  12  de  long. 

Tire-bottes  et  tire-bouchons. 

Craie  en  pains,  en  tablettes  ou  autre  forme  pour  billards. 

Stores  et  jalousies  pour  portes  et  fenfitres. 

P6tards  dits  triquitraques, 

Tuyaux  ou  conduits  en  caoutchouc  et  bandes  en  caoutchouc  pour  courroies 
de  machines. 

Voiles  en  grosse  et  petite  toile  ou  en  cotonnade  {cotonia),  pour  embarcations. 

Chandelles  de  suif. 

Velocipedes  ou  bicydettes. 

Verre  et  cristal,  ouvr6s,  sous  toutes  formes  non  d6nomm6es. 

Vins  de  toute  provenance,  import6s  en  boutillons  ou  en  bouteilles,  autres  que 
les  vins  rouges  ranges  dans  la  Classe  III.  Le  vin  de  Porto,  mdme  rouge,  import^ 
en  boutillons  ou  bouteilles  est  rang^  dans  la  pr^sente  classe. 

Articles  en  platre  de  toute  sorte,  autres  que  les  jouets  d'enfan.:s. 

§  3. — Classe  V. 
Droits, — /  bolivar  25  centimes, 

Huiles  et  savons,  parfum6s. 

Huile  de  jugeoline,  de  s6same,  de  catapuce  et  autres  non  d6nomm6es  dans  les 
classes  pr6c6dentes. 

Huile  de  foie  de  morue. 

Acide  tartrique  en  poudre. 

Arsenic  et  ammoniaque  liquide. 

Eaux  de  senteur  pour  la  toilette  et  pour  laver  les  cheveux,  telles  que  \2ijl0n- 
lina  et  autres  analogues  ainsi  que  les  eaux  pour  nettoyer  les  m6tau. 

Eau-de-vie  de  toute  sorte,  al'exception  de  I'eau-de-vie  de  cannedont  Timpor- 
tation  est  prohib^c,  brandy  ou  cognac  et  leurs  essences,  absinthe,  geni^vre  et 
leurs  essences  titrant  jusqu'a  22  degr^s  Cartier  sous  reserve  d'etre  tarif^es  en 
proportion  si  elles  titrent  davantage. 

Amandes  mond6es. 

Appareils  ou  conformateurs  pour  mesures  de  chapeaux. 
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pparcils  dc  photographic. 

arcasses  ou  formes  en  toile  gomm^c,  pour  chapcaux,  bonnets  et  casqucttes. 

nneaux  et  boucles  rccouvcrts  de  cuir. 

uir  a  rasoirs,  pierres  fines  pour  aiguiser  les  rasoirs,  et  pate  pour  le  mSme 

ifran. 
Icrcure. 

lallcs,  sacs  de  voyage,  sacoches  et  valises  de  tout  genre. 
)utrcs  pour  vin  et  bourses  et  sachets  en  toile  cir^e  pour  ^chantillons  de  grains, 
bandages,  bougies  ou  ^sondes,  suspensoirs,  charpic,  manches  ou  filtres,  biberons 
50uts  de  sein,  t6tines,  tire-lait,  vantouses,  colliers  anodins,  spatules,  lancettes, 
nucs,  clysopompes,  seringues  de  tout  genre  et  syphons  non  denomm6s. 
Bramante  (toile  6crue),  brin,  coutils,  drils,  toile  de  manage,  liencillo,  platdla, 
randol  ou  irlande,  6crus  de  lin  ou  de  coton,  et  autres  tissus  6crus  similaires^ 
lie  avcc  raies  ou  fleurs  de  couleur,  pourvu  que  le  fond  soit  ^cru,  et  hol- 
iillc  de  fil,  noire  ou  bleue. 
rosses  ct  pinceaux  de  tout  genre. 
^uis  a  chapcaux,  en  cuir. 
iJendriers  de  toute  sorte. 

^ambres  claires  ou  noires,  pour  dessin  ou  photographic,  et  autres  appareils 
aires. 

'^evas  de  coton,  pour  broder,  et  canevas  de  fil  ^cru,  semblable  au  tlssu  clair 
On  se  sert  pour  les  moustiquaires. 

psules,  sacs  ou  sachets,  en  papier,  de  tout  genre  et  de  toute  grandeur;  avec 
^s  inscriptions,  pour  usages  pharmaceutiques. 
^lle  brute. 

>ilc  de  m6nage,  toile  dite  coUta,  blanche,  toile  de  rose,  lomo  de  camtllo^ 
^c  coton  et  tissu  de  fil  appel6  cr6as  6crue  allemande,  des  n®*  9,  10,  et  11, 
^^re  (crehueld)  ray6e  ou  quadrill6e,  de  couleur  ou  non,  et  toutes  autres  toiles 
^^bles  non  d6nonim6es  dans  les  classes  ant6rieures. 
^^is  en  fil  de  cuivre,  en  cuir,  en  bois  ou  en  crin. 

^sses  a  dents,  a  cheveux,  a  habits,  a  chaussure  et  pour  tout  autre  usage^  a 
-ption  des  brosses  d6nomm6es  a  la  class  IV. 
^c  blanche,  pure  ou  m61ang6e,  non  ouvr^e  et  cire  min^rale. 
i^s  de  sanglier,  pour  cordonniers. 
*Ue  de  poisson  et  colle  liquide  pour  cordonniers. 

*vileurs  et  teintures  non  d6nomni6es,  telles  que  bleu  azur,  outre-mer,  et  kaU 
^<?,  terre  de  difF6rentes  couleurs. 

^ge  en  planches,  en  bouchons  ou  en  tdus  autres  articles. 
^^cts  pour  souliers. 
^€thyste  (quartz), 
^bibc. 

^nifs,  rasoirs,  ciseaux  et  ckamhetas,  couteaux  et  fourchettes,  except6  ceux 
^  le  manche  est  reconvert  d'une  plaque  d*or  ou  d'argent,  qui  acquittent  les 
Its  de  la  classe  VIII,  et  ceux  en  argent  allemand  ou  argent^s  ou  dor^s,  qui 
t  ranges  dans  la  classe  VI. 
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Cordes  simples  ct  entour6es  dc  fils  {entorchados), 

Bi^re  concentric. 

Ecorce  de  sassafras  et  toutes  autres  6corces  m6dicinales. 

Dril  de  coton  blanc  ec  de  couleur  et  flanelle  de  coton  blanche  ou  de  couleur, 
ainsi  que  le  dril  dit  casinette  de  coton. 

Droges,  medicaments  et  produits  chimiques  non  d6nomm6s  ant^rieurement, 
ainsi  que  tous  les  vermifuges  et  tous  autres  articles  ou  substances  m^dicinales, 
tels  que  bicarbonate  de  sonde,  vin  de  bueyy  semence  de  cardamome  et  plante  qui 
la  produit ;  bifere  peptonisce,  sel  gemme  pour  animaux  et  61ixir  amer  dc  coca. 

Toiles  cir6es  de  toute  sorte,  autres  que  cellcs  employees  pour  parquets,  em- 
ballages  et  toiture  rang^es  dans  la  classe  IV. 

Bougran  de  coton. 

Balais  grands  et  petits  et  balais  en  crin. 

Essences  et  extraits  de  toute  sorte,  non  d6nomm6s. 

Eponges. 

Stereoscopes,  cosmoramas,  dioramas,  panoramas,  lanternes  magiques  et  autres 
appareils  analogues. 

Lanternes  en  papier,  faux-cols,  devants  de  chemises  et  manchcttes,  en  papier, 
y  compris  ceux  qui  sont  doubles  de  tissu,  et  articles  en  papier  non  d6nomm6s. 

Fleurets,  masques,  plastrons  et  gants  pour  I'escrime. 

Phosphorc  en  pate. 

Photographies. 

Couvertures  en  coton. 

Couvertures  en  laine  blanche  ou  avec  franges  en  couleur,  et  couvertures  fon- 
c6es  en  poil  de  chfevre  (cabrin), 

Gomme-lac,  r6sine  de  copal  et  toute  esp^ce  de  gommcs  ou  de  r6sine  non 
d^nomm^es. 

Gants  de  crin  ct  gants  d'escrimc. 

Glycerine. 

Fil  a  coudre  ordinaire,  fil  non  tordu  pour  broder  et  fil  simple  a  un  bout  pour 
metiers  a  tisscr. 

Aimants. 

Sujets  ou  statuettes,  autres  qu'en  or  ou  en  argent. 

Instruments  de  musique  et  boites  a  musiquc  ou  leurs  parties  accessoircs  quel- 
conques,  except^  les  orgues  et  les  pianos. 

Instruments  de  chirurgie,  de  dentiste  et  d'anatomie,  de  math^matiqucs  et 
autres  sciences,  non  d6nomm6s  ant6rieurement. 

Savon  blanc  jasp6,  appel6  dc  Castille  ou  dc  Marseille. 

Savon  ordinaire. 

Jeux  d'echccs,  de  dames,  de  dominos,  dc  roulette  et  autres  similaires. 

Images  ou  gravures  sur  papier. 

Livres  ou  livrcts  en  blanc,  crayons  ct  fusins  pour  le  dessin,  agendas  ct  portc- 
feuilles,  carncts  a  souchc  lithographies  pour  quittances,  crayons  dc  tout  genre, 
except^  ceux  pour  ardoises,  gomme  a  cfFacer,  cachets  et  timbres  pour  Icttres, 
encre  ct  poudrc  pour  encre,  coupe  papiers,  portcs-mincs,  circ  et  pains  a  cachcter, 
sable,  plumes  en  acicr,  portc-plumes,  encriers  et  tous  autres  articles  dc  bureau, 
a  Texception  des  cnveloppcs  ct  dcs  objcts  ayant  quclque  partic  d'or  ou  d^argent. 
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Livrets  de  feuilles  d'or  ou  d'argcnt  fins  ou  faux,  pour  dorer  ou  argcntcr, 
ronze  en  poudre  ct  livrets  pour  bronzer. 

Caves  a  liqueur,  vides  ou  contenant  une  liqueur  non  d6nonim6e  dans  une 
asse  soumise  a  un  droit  plus  6\ev6, 

Liencillo,  brin  et  toile  de  m6nage,  6crus  ou  de  couleur,  en  fil  ou  en  coton, 
lelle  que  soit  leur  esp^ce. 

Limaille  de  fer. 

Tissus  a  raies,  arahias  et  guingans,  de  lin  ou  de  coton,  ordinaires,  destines 
alcment  a  la  confection  des  vetements  d'ouvriers. 

Baguettes,  moulures  et  galeries  en  bois,  peintes,  vernies,  dor6es  ou  argent6eSf 

porte-embrasses  ou  pat^res  en  bois,  pour  soutenir  les  rideaux. 

Tissu  de  deuil  61astique  et  crepe,  pour  chapeaux. 

Liqueurs  douces,  telles  que  Sherry  cordial^  cremes  de  vanille,  de  cacao,  ct 
It  res  similaires. 

Madapolam  blanc,  kollandille  blanche,  Bretagne,  toile  de  manage,  matrimonio 
e  coton,  Irlande  blanche  ou  de  couleur,  cr6as,  elefante,  platilluy  liencillo, 
rmpathique,  savajty  de  coton  et  autres  tissus  similaires. 

Cadres  de  toute  mati^re,  avec  ou  sans  verre,  avec  ou  sans  estampes,  portraits, 
?urcs  et  gravures. 

Masques  de  tout  genre. 

Macaroni,  nouille^,  vermicelles,  et  toutes  autres  pates  alimentaires  semblables. 

Mesurcs  en  cuir,  tissu  ou  papier,  avec  ou  sans  6tuis. 

Meiibles  cu  bois  fin  tel  que  palissandre,  acajou,  bois  de  rose  et  de  noyer; 
leublcs  avec  dossier  et  sifege  reconverts  de  crin,  laine,  coton  ou  soie,  meubles 
n  bois  ordinaire,  dor6s,  ct  cercueils  de  toute  sorte. 

Noix  de  gallc,  noix  muscade  ct  fleur  de  noix  muscade  ou  macis. 

Abat-jour  en  papier,  m^tal  ou  tissu,  et  papier-soic  de  couleur. 

Pastilles  de  gomme,  de  toute  sorte. 
» arfumerie  de  toute  espfccc. 

»archemins  et  imitations  de  parchemins,  en  articles  non  d6nomm6s;  toiles 

^ploy6s  uniquement  pour  la  reliure  et  tissus  imperm^ablcs  en  caoutchouc  et 

^o^ton,  pour  couvertures  et  pardessus,  et  feutre  de  coton  pour  machines  a  litho- 

paphicr. 

"^se-liqueurs  ou  ar^omfctres  de  tout  genre  et  alcoomfetres. 

Tableaux,  chromos,  dessins  et  portraits,  sur  toile,  bois,  papier,  pierre  ou 

^'^^tc  niatifere;  annonces  lithographi6es  coll6es  sur  carton  et  cartes  avec  paysages 

^'^  sujets  en  couleur,  pour  baptemc. 

"oudre  de  riz  et  autres  analogues  pour  toilette,  houppes  ct  caracol  de  Perse 

calcin6. 

"ortc-bouteilles  et  porte-verres. 
Poudre  a  feu. 

l^abac  en  carottes  (hueva)  et  tabac  tordu  a  macher. 
'Tannin. 

'T^^  ct  vanille. 

^•ncre  de  Chine,  pour  marquer,  teintures  pour  les  cheveux  et  encres  de  toute 
Wrtc  autres  que  I'encre  d'imprimerie. 
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Bougies  de  blanc  de  baleine,  de  paraffine^  de  composition  ou  st^ariques,  et 
m^ches  torducs  pour  leur  fabrication. 

Warandol  6cru,  dc  lin  ou  de  coton,  meme  avec  raics  ou  fleurs  de  coulcur,  r 
compris  celui  a  fond  gris  plomb  ou  jaune  clair. 

Briquets  et  amadou  ou  m^ches  a  briquets. 

§  6. — Classe  VI. 

Droits. — 2  bolivars  §0  centimes. 

Verroterie,  perles  et  graines,  de  verre,  de  porcelaine,  d'acicr,  dc  bois  ou  de 
toute  autre  matifere  que  Tor  et  Targent;  ornements  pour  cercueils,  articles  dc 
fant^isie  en  verre  ou  en  porcelaine  .avec  garnitures  en  m6tal  dor6  ou  argent^; 
plantes  artificielles  en  caoutchouc,  papier  et  tissu,  repr6sentant  des  palmicrs,  des 
begonias  et  de  grandes  feuilles,  et  bonbonni^res  recouvertes  de  soie  ou  de  vcloun 
ou  garnies  de  fleurs  ou  d'autres  articles  soumis  a  des  droits  plus  61ev6s  que  ceax 
applicables  a  la  classe  IV,  pourvu  que  lesdits  contenants  ne  soient  pas  com- 
pl^tement  remplis  de  bonbons. 

Acier  recouvert  ou  non,  pour  crinolines  et  tournures. 

Toile  damass6e,  toile  de  Bretagne,  toile  6crue  {hramante),  coutil,  crcas, 
except^  la  creas  6crue  allemande  des  n**  9,  10  et  11  d6nomm6e  a  la  classe  V, 
damas,  drill,  estopilla,  estrepe,  fleuret  garantido,  Irlande,  platilla,  rouennene 
et  warandol  blanc  ou  de  couleur,  de  lin  pur  ou  m61ang6  de  coton. 

fipingles,  aiguilles,  oeillets,  6pingles  a  cheveux,  agrafes  pour  vetcmcntsct  pour 
chaussure,  crochets  en  zinc  pour  chaussure,  boucles  pour  chapcaux,  gilcts,  pa^' 
talons,  et  chaussure,  autres  qu'en  or  et  en  argent. 

Tapis  en  pieces  et  carpettes. 

Camisoles,  6charpes,  bonnets,  chaussettes,  cale^ons,  pantalons,  bas  ct  cac»^' 
corsets  en  tricot  de  coton  et  tissus  de  meme  esp^ce.     Les  camisoles  avec  col*  * 
manchettes  ou  auxquelles  on  peut  adapter  des  cols  ou   des  manchettes,  fa-**^' 
acquittent  une  surtaxe  de  50  pour  cent. 

Lunettes,  besides,  jumelles  ou  binocles,  longues-vues,  loupes,  telescope* 
microscopes,  except^  ceux  avec  garniture  d*or  et  d'argent,  mais  y  compris 
verres  ou  lentilles  pour  lunettes,  etc.,  import6s  s6parement. 

Fanons  de  baleine  et  leurs  imitations. 

Basanes. 

Baromfetres,  hygromfetres,  chronom^tres,  thermomfetres,  octants  et  a^^^*^ 
instruments  similaires,  et  boussoles  de  toute  sorte. 

Cannes,  fouets,  cravaches  et  armes  defensives,  a  Texception  des  Cannes  a  ^r 
ou  a  feu  qui  suivent  le  regime  de  la  classe  VII. 

Boutons  de  toute  genre,  excepte  ceux  en  soie,  en  argent  ou  en  or. 

Bayette,  petite  bayette  et  ratine,  en  pieces  ou  plaids,  et  couvertures  faitcs  a*'^ 
ces  tissus. 

Fourneaux  de  pipes,  fume-cigares  et  pipes,  en  ambre,  porcelaine  et  toute  ai*'*^^ 
mati^re,  outre  que  Tor  et  I'argent,  et  a  Texception  des  articles  similaires  d^no*^' 
m6s  a  la  classe  III. 

Boites  avec  accessoires  pour  la  barbe,  n6cessaires  a  ouvrage  ct  n6ccssaircs  ^ 
voyage. 


BUREAU    OF    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  1^49 

Coquillcs  et  coquillages,  meme  ouvr6s  en  articles  d'ornement. 
Portefeuilles,   blagues  a  tabac,   porte-cartes,    portc-monnaies,    porte-cigares, 
^tuis  a  lunettes,  boites  a  allumettes,  albums  sans  couverture  en  velours,  ni  dor^s 
m  argent6s,  et   tous  autres  articles  similaires,  except^  ceux  qui  ont    quelques 
parties  en  or  ou  en  argent. 

Cire  ouvr6e  en  articles  de  tout  genre,  except^  les  jouets  pour  enfants. 
Courtes-pointes,  draps-de-lit,  plaids,  hamacs,  couvertures  et  tapis  de  table,  en 
lin  ou  en  coton. 

Elastiques  pour  chaussures. 

Corail  en  articles  de  tout  genre,  autres  que  ceux  months  sur  or  ou  sur  argent. 
Couronnes  et  autres  articles  fun^raires  analogues. 

Cordonnets  minces  pour  le  tissage  et  tous  autres  fils  tors  en  forme  de  cordon- 
net,  tels  que  le  fil  a  relier  ou  pour  coudre  les  voiles,  blanc  ou  de  couleur,  qui, 
par  son  61asticit^,  ne  peut  etre  assimil^  a  du  cordon  et  pent  etre  employ^  pour 
la  fabrication  des  tissus  a  la  main  ou  a  la  machine. 

Crinolines,  tournures  et  autres  articles  du  meme  genre,  et  cordons  en  caout- 
chouc recouverts  ou  non,  employes  a  l*int^rieur  des  vetments  de  femmes. 

Couteaux  et  fourchettes,  avec  manche  en  m^tal  allemand  ou  blanc,  ou  argent6, 
ou  dor6. 

Matelas,  sommiers,  oreillers  et  traversins,  non  en  soie,  duvet  pour  les  rem- 
bourrcr  et  toile  metallique  manufactur^e  pour  le  fond  des  lits. 
Cordcs  en  coton  pour  hamacs. 

Damas,  coqui,  bombazin,  bordon,  tissus  ouat^s,  coutil,  damass^,  mahon,  nan- 
•^in,  nankin  l^ger,  tsirepe^  piqu6,  satinette,  tangep  ou  linon  gomm6,  en  coton, 
Wane  ou  de  couleur,  et  tous  autres  tissus  de  coton  similaires,  non  d6nomm6s 
"ans  d 'autres  classes, 
^cnts  et  yeux  artificiels. 

^fs  a  coudre,  except^  ceux  en  or  ou  en  argent. 

Jupoiis,  jupes,  robes  de  chambre  et  chemises  de  nuit  et  blouses  de  coton,  con- 
^^fiorines  ou  en  coupons,  et  tissus  de  coton  fa^onn^s  pour  jupons  avec  ou  sans 
'^^"^es  brod^es. 

^■^rticlcs  en  m6ta]  allemand  ou  blanc  et  ses  imitations,  tels  que  cabarets,  pla- 

^^"^»    mors,  museli^res,  ^perons,  6triers,  charniferes,  boucles,  lustres,  lampes, 

^^ndel^brcs  et  autres  articles  similaires. 

^'^J^ts  en  fer  ou  en  autres  m6taux  dor6s  ou  argent6s,  a  Texception  des  articles 

bureau  qui  seront  toujours  compris  dans  la  classe  V,  meme  s'ils  sont  dor6s  ou 

''"  <i*estame  brut  et  poil  de  ch^vre. 

»^fuis  avec  menus  objets  d'acier,  cuivre,  ou  autre  m6tal,  pour  broder,  pour 
les  dcTits  ou  les  ongles,  pour  le  dessin  et  la  peinture. 
^'^lais,  brosses  et  ^couvillons,  en  palmier,  jonc  ou  autre  matifere  v6g6tale. 
^'^^trc  en  pieces,  pour  housses  de  cheval. 

"^^ids  de  laine  pure  ou  m^lang6e  de  coton,  avec  fond  d*une  ou  de  plusieurs 
coulcurs,  et  couvertures  de  lit  en  laine  pure  ou  melang6e  de  coton,  6galement 
dc  diiftrcntes  couleurs. 

iissus  pour  pantoufles,  autres  que  ceux  de  soie. 
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Elastiques  pour  chaussures. 

Gutta-percha  ouvr^c  ou  non. 

Fil  d'or  ou  d'argent  faux,  cannetille,  paillettes,  clinquant,  oripeaux,  lamelles, 
galons,  passementerie  ou  toutes  autres  fournitures  d'or  ou  d'argent  faux,  pour 
broder  ou  coudre. 

Os,  ivoire,  nacre,  jais  et  imitations  de  jais,  6caille  et  imitations  d'6caille,  caout- 
chouc,  gomme  61astique,  plaques  de  celluloide,  come  et  talc,  en  articles  dc  tout 
genre  non  d6nomm6s,  a  I'exception  de  ceux  manufactur6s  en  jouets  d'enfants, 
ranges  dans  la  classe  III,  et  de  ceux  qui  ont  quelque  partie  en  or  ou  en  argent  et 
qui  sont  compris  dans  la  classe  VIII. 

Nappes,  essuie-mains  et  serviettes  de  toute  sorte. 

Tissu  matrimonio  en  fil  pur  ou  m61ang6  de  coton. 

Aiguilles,  clefs,  ressorts,  spiraux  et  autres  pieces  de  mouvement  d'horlogcrie, 
a  I'exception  de  celles  en  or  ou  en  argent. 

Lumignons  et  coton  16gferement  fil6  pour  lumignons. 

Mouchoirs  en  coton,  ne  d6passant  pas  1  m^tre  de  longueur. 

Papier  dor^  ou  argent6,  papier  estamp6  en  relief  et  papier  peint  pour  fleurs 
artificielles. 

Parapluies,  ombrelles  et  parasols,  de  laine,  de  lin  ou  de  coton. 

Perles  et  pierres  fausses,  non  mont6es  ou  mont6es  sur  tout  autre  m6tal  que  I'or 
et  I'argent. 

Peaux  tannics  non  ouvr^es,  a  I'exception  du  cuir  a  semelles  teint  ou  non  rang^ 
dans  la  classe  IV. 

M^tal  allemand  en  articles  de  tout  genre  non  d6nomm6s. 

Plumes  d'oie  pr6par6es  pour  cure-dents. 

Plumeaux. 

Poudre  a  feu. 

Bijouterie  fausse. 

Pendules  et  cartels,  r6veille-matin,  clepsydres,  sabliers  et  autres  articles  simi- 
laires,  a  I'exception  des  montres  et  des  horloges  de  monument  import6es  par  le 
Gouvernement  f6d6ral. 

Chapeaux,  casquettes,  casques  et  coiffures  dites  pavitas^  en  paille  ou  ses  imita- 
tions, sans  aucun  ornement. 

Cuir  verni  non  ouvr6. 

Sextants. 

Warandol  blanc,  de  lin  pur  ou  m61ang6  de  coton. 

Indiennes,  nanzouk,  calicots,  cretonnes,  tarlatanes,  brillant6s,  tissus  ra)r6s 
fran^ais,  fins,  et  tissus  d'autre  provenance,  fins,  pour  costumes  de  dames,  pope- 
line,  malvinas,  japonaises,  lustrines,  percales  de  couleur  et  tous  autres  tissus  de 
coton  de  couleurs  similaires  non  d6nomm6s  dans  d'autres  classes,  tels  que  le 
merinos  de  coton. 

[La  fin  au  Numcro  d'Avril.] 
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MISCELLANEES  COMMERCIALES. 

COLOMBIE 

M.  M.  Villiers,  qui  rempllt  les  fonctions  de  Consul- 

mcurrence  Oommerdalc.    -^-^,,,^         \     n  s  -n  ,     y 

General  de  la  Grande  Bretagne  a  Bogota,  dans  un  rapport 
cent  au  Foreign  Office  Britannique,  appelle  I'attention  de  son  Gouvernement  sur 
s  efforts  actlfs  qui  sont  faits  par  les  Etats-Unis  pour  6cendre  son  commerce  en 
^lombic.  A  ce  propos  il  fait  mention  de  la  position  pr6pond6rante  occup^c 
r  les  Etats-Unis  dans  le  commerce  de  fer,  acier,  mat6riaux  de  chemins  de  fer 

materiel  circulant,  ponts,  etc.;  non  seulement  pour  les  mat^riaux  pesants, 
iis  aussi  pour  les  petits  articles,  comme  instruments  d'acier,  scies,  limes  et  grat- 
irs,  couteaux  de  boucher,  clous,  etc.  Les  feuilfes  de  fer  pour  la  construction, 
'  fils  de  fer  pour  enclos,  les  bicyclettes,  les  machines  a  coudre,  les  pendules,  la 
outcric,  les  bougies  et  les  appareils  61ectriques  sont  aussi  largement  fournis  par 

Etats-Unis,  mais  quant  au  coton,  au  lin  et  aux  draps  il  existe  un  commerce 
^aiivement  petit. 

wwuion  de«  Ohmniaa  de       ^^^  informations  re^ues  directement  de  Barranquillas 

^"'  disent  que  la  construction  de  chemins  de  fer  en  Colombie 

poursuit  activement.     Le  chemin  de  fer  Antioquia,  propri^t^  du  d6partement 

meme  nom  et  qui  est  a  pr6sent  en  exploitation  en  une  distance  de  32  milles 

Puerto  Berrio  a  Las  Pavas,  est  en  train  d'etre  prolong^  jusqu'a  Medellin  2191 

illcs.     Le  chemin  de  fer  de  Cucut4  a  Puerto  Villamisar  sur  la  rivifere  Zulia,  a 

ic  disjance  de  34  milles,  doit  etre  prolong6  jusqu'a  la  frontifere  du  V6n6zu61a  et 

'c  partie  du  travail  est  d6ja  Hnie.     Le  chemin  de  fer  de  Girardot  a  Juntas  de 

pulio  (24  milles)  doit  etre  prolong6  jusqu'a  un  point  sur  la  ligne  Factativa  a 

^c  distance  de  48  milles.     Le  chemin  de  fer  de  Cauca  qui  est  a  present  en 

'pioitation  de  Buenaventura  sur  la  cote  a  San  Jos6  (21  milles)  a  hxk  d^livr^ 

^  gouvernement  national;  la  ligne  sera  prolong^e  jusqu'a  Cal6  a  64  milles  a 

utirieur. 

MEXIQUE. 

La  culture  de  chanvre  dans  I'Etat  de  Morelos,  Mexique, 
Onltan  de  OhanTiv.  *  x     ' 

a  d6pass6,  a  ce  qu'on  dit,  la  p6riode  des  essais  et  promet 

s  r^sultats  substantiels.      Mr.  Hamer,  qui  a  ktk  int6ress6  dans  cette  culture 

ndant  les  quatre  derni^res  ann6es,  a  des  tcrres  ou  le  chanvre  est  cultiv^  dans 

sieurs  endroits  de  la  vall6e  de  Cuernavaca  et  est  en  train  de  n6gocier  I'afFer- 

ge  de  la  valine  de  Huaymac,  contenant  environ  1,000  acres  actives,  dont  une 

ide  partie  est  consid6r6e  appropri^e  a  son  dessein.     Le  drap  manufacture 

c  Ic  chanvre  cultiv6  par  Mr.  Hamer  est  jug6  de  la  meilleure  et  plus  durable 

lit^. 

PARAGUAY. 

Le  gouvernement  paraguayen  prend  des  mesures  actives 

pour  raviver  la  culture  du  tabac  qui  formait  autrefois  une 

iche  importante  de  I'industrie  de  la  R6publique ;  le  tabac  6tant  cultiv6  non 

rment  pour  la  consommation  nationale,  mais  aussi  pour  I'exportation.     Dans 

»ut    le  gouvernement  a  invit6  un  nombre  de   Cubains  experts  dans  cette 
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Industrie  a  faire  un  rapport  sur  le  sol  et  les  possibilit^s  du  pays,  et  selon  let 
opinion,  les  conditions  dans  certaines  localit^s  sont  presque  identiques  a  cell 
des  meilleurs  terrains  productifs  du  tabac  a  Cuba.  Bien  que  la  r6colte  de  18c 
sur  cette  plantation  ait  6t€  petite,  la  qualit6  du  produit  fut  prononc^e  6gale  < 
**  Vuelta  Abajo,"  et  des  6chantillons  furent  envoy^s  a  TExposition  de  BruxcUe 
En  1895,  le  Paraguay  exporta  4,744,096  livres  de  tabac. 

PfiROU. 
L'activit6  minifere  existant  au   P6rou  d^montre  d*u 

BSachinos  ponr  la  BCintfration. 

fa^on  saisissante  le  besoin  de  machines  am61ior6es  en  rel 

tion  avec  cette  industrie.      Un  des  besoins  les  plus  pressants  consiste  dans  1 

dragues  pour  atteindre  les  lits  des  fleuves,  ou  sont  d^pos6s  d'immenses  quantii 

d'or.     A  present  on  se  sert  de  proc6d6s  tr^s  primitifs,  de  simples  plateaux 

bois,  contenant  environ  1 5  livres  de  sable.     A  cause  de  ces  facilit^s  incomplii 

I'extraction  de  Tor  n'est  eiFectu6e  que  du  mois  de  juin  au  mois  d'octobre,  qua 

les  fleuves  sont  bas,  mais  en  usant  de  dragues  on  pourrait  faire  les  travaux  pe 

dant  toute  l'ann6e.     La  terminaison  de  la  nouvelle  route  de  Cruc^ro  a  Phara 

a  Huari-Huari  a  travers  une  region  riche  en  depots  min6raux,  ofFrirait  des  fa^ 

lit6s  pour  le  transport  des  machines  et  le  d^veloppement  dans  ses  localit^s  de 

min^ration  de  Tor. 

SALVADOR. 

Payementdes  Droits  d'lm-       ^^^  ""  d6cret  ex6cutif  la  R6publique  de  Salvador 
portation.  d6cid6  que   le  payement  de  53  pour  cent  de  ses  dro 

d'importation  se  fera  dans  les  termes  suivants:  32  pour  cent  en  or  am6nca 
10  pour  cent  en  titres  des  douanes,  5  pour  cent  en  titres  issus  par  la  monna 
et  6  pour  cent  en  titres  de  la  dette  frangaise.  Quand  ces  titres  seront  6puis^s 
partie  correspondante  sera  pay6e  en  or  des  Etats-Unis,  d*ou  il  semble  se  d6d\x 
q\ie  Tor  des  Etats-Unis  a  6t6  adopts  par  cette  R6publique  comme  la  base 
P^talon  or,  nouvellement  introduit. 

URUGUAY. 

Oommerce    avec    les   Stats-      ^^  Consul-G^n6ral  PrudenciO  DE   MuRGUlONDO,  rep 

Unisen  1897.  sentant  de  TUruguay  aux  Etats-Unis,  a  envoy6  au  Bure 

un  rapport  sur  le  commerce  des  deux  pays  pendant  Tann^e  1897.  La  vale 
totale  des  exportations  aux  Etats-Unis  a  6t6  de  $4,391,063;  les  importatio 
se  sont  61ev^es  a  $1,135,679  soitun  commerce  total  pour  l'ann6e  de  $5,526,74 
Ce  rapport  montre  que  les  exportations  pour  les  six  premiers  mois  s*61evferent 
$3,560,1 15  et  pour  les  six  derniers  mois  a  $830,948.  L'exportation  de  lain 
pendant  la  premifere  moiti6  de  Tann^e  a  atteint  une  valeur  de  $1,950,675  « 
pendant  la  dernifere  moiti6  Texportation  comprenait  quatre-vingt-cinq  ballot 
6valu^s  k  $14,825,  accusant  une  diminution  dans  cet  article  de  $i,935i^49' 
Les  importations  provenant  des  Etats-Unis  pour  I'ann^e  1896  s*61evferent  * 
$1,452,531;  ces  chifFres  compares  avec  ceux  pour  I'ann^e  sous  consideration, 
accusent  une  diminution  pour  l'ann6e  1897,  de  $316,650.  Le  Sciioi 
MuRcuiONDo  considfere  que  la  diminution  dans  le  commerce  est  due  aux  crise 
politiques  qui  ont  eu  lieu  a  Uruguay  en  1897.  Cette  condition  d'affaires  6taii 
termin^e,  il  anticipe  un  r6tablissement  du  commerce  usuel  entre  les  deux  pays. 


Monthly  Bulletin 

OF   THE 

JREAU    OF   THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS, 

International  Union  op  American  Republics. 


V.  APRIL,   1898.  No.  10. 


TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA— X.* 

INTERNAL  RESOURCES  OF  THE  WEST  INDIES. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin 
the  month  of  October,  1897,  to  the  favorable  conditions  which 
West  Indies  offer  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
ir  geographical  situation  making  communication  between 
rth  American  ports  and  the  great  archipelago,  which  extends 
Ti  the  vicinity  of  Florida  almost  to  the  coast  of  Venezuela,  very 
Y*  The  superficial  area  of  all  these  islands  is  about  92,270 
are  miles,  and  their  population  is  estimated  at  about  5,000,000. 
The  principal  product  of  the  West  Indies  is  sugar,  which  is 
owed  in  regular  order  by  tobacco  and  coffee,  and  it  may  be 
i  that  up  to  a  few  years  ago,  from  a  commercial  standpoint,  no 
er  existed  which  merited  mention;  but  for  some  time  past 
isiderable  attention  has  been  devoted  to  another  class  of  products, 
h  as  cacao,  woods,  rum,  molasses,  vegetable  fibers,  sponges, 
toise  shell,  salt,  hides,  and  tropical  fruits. 

The  West  Indies  form,  as  is  well  known,  an  agricultural  region 
•  excellence^  although  their  industrial  resources  are  rather  limited. 

The  first  article  of  this  series,  by  the  late  Joskph  P.  Smith,  Director,  was  publislied 
le  Monthly  Bulletin  for  July,  1897.  The  series  will  be  continued  by  various 
ributors  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  Mr.  Smith. 
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What  they  principally  export  are  the  products  of  the  soil,  whi( 
more  or  less  fertile  throughout  all  the  islands,  is  wonderfully  fru 
ful  in  some  of  them,  such  as  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  Jamaica,  a 
Haiti.  The  extraordinary  wealth  of  the  great  Spanish  Antilla 
proverbial,  for  not  only  are  all  the  products  of  intertropical  Am 
ica  grown  there,  but  it  possesses  in  its  tobacco  a  veritable  special 
All  the  efforts  made  in  other  countries  have  not  sufficed  to  dn 
away  from  this  privileged  island  the  magnificent  Vuelta  Abj 
tobacco.  The  coffee  of  Puerto  Rico  is  tar  famed,  no  less  than  tl 
of  Haiti.     The  island  of  Trinidad  produces  excellent  cacao. 

The  trade  of  the  West  Indies  with  the  United  States  isalrea 
quite  large,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  increase  more  a 
more  in  course  of  time.  If  we  glance  at  the  tables  published  belo 
taken  from  the  statistics  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  Unit 
States,  we  shall  see  the  total  reached  by  the  commerce  betwe 
the  United  States  and  the  West  Indies  during  the  fiscal  y( 
1896-97: 

Imports. 
West  Indies : 

British $12, 285, 

Danish 367, 

Dutch 96, 

French 9, 

Haiti 1, 460, 

Santo  Domingo 2, 369, 

Spanish : 

Cuba 18, 406, 

Puerto  Rico 2, 181.  • 

Exports. 
West  Indies : 

British  $7. 80S, 

Danish 519. 

Dutch 649. 

French i,  665, 

Haiti 3.  554» 

Santo  Domingo i,  045, 

Spanish : 

Cuba 7i  599» 

Puerto  Rico 1, 964. 

The  British  West  Indies  carry  on  a  large  trade  with  the  Unit 
States,  whither  they  send  the  major  part  of  their  products  a 
whence  they  receive  almost  everything  they  need.  Referring 
the  trade  conditions  in  Jamaica,  Mr.  Eckford,  the  consul  of  t 
United  States  in  Kingston,  in  a  communication  published  in  t 
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Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States"  for  1895  and  1896, 
ys: 

"In  reply  to  the  Department's  circular  of  July  8,  1896,  I  have 
le  honor  to  state  that  during  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a 
eady  increase  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States  to  this 
land,  which,  judging  from  all  appearances,  is  likely  to  develop 
ill  further. 

"Increased  shipping  facilities  to  and  from  the  United  States, 
d  the  consequent  reduction  of  freight  rates,  the  efforts  put  forth 
manufacturers,  exporters,  and  others  to  bring  their  goods  within 
ige  of  the  West  Indian  public  by  advertisements,  by  sending 
vvn  responsible  and  energetic  agents,  and  other  means,  have  all 
ided  in  the  direction  of  increased  trade,  and  there  is  every  indi- 
:ion  that  the  enterprise  and  energy  of  American  merchants,  who, 
Tiay  be  said,  are -but  recently  awakening  to  the  fact  that  here 
1  be  found  a  good  market  for  their  commodities,  will  result  in 
nsiderably  greater  commercial  intercourse." 
The  means  of  internal  communication  in  the  several  Antilles, 
a  general  rule,  meet  the  requirements  of  trade.  In  Cuba  the 
incipal  centers  of  population  are  joined  by  railroads.  In  Jamaica 
-re  are  also  some  miles  of  railway,  which  is  the  case  in  Trinidad, 
irbados,  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Dominican  Republic;  but  the 
eater  part  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  sea,  although  good  wagon 
ids  also  exist  in  some  of  the  islands. 

The  West  Indies  possess  numerous  and  excellent  ports,  some 
which  figure  as  the  best  in  America.  Communication  between 
ese  ports  and  those  of  the  United  States  is  good  and  frequent, 
leaking  of  Jamaica,  Consul  Eckford  says  on  this  subject,  in 
e  report  already  mentioned,  as  follows: 

""Jamaica  has  42  outports  open  to  foreign  commerce,  of  which 
e  principal  are  Kingston,  Port  Antonio,  Montego  Bay,  Black 
iver,  Savana  la  Mar,  St.  Anns  Bay,  Falmouth,  Milk  River, 
ucea,  Morant  Bay,  Annotto  Bay,  and  Port  Maria.  During  the 
*ar,  1,168  vessels  cleared  from  the  ports  of  the  island,  being  32 
I  excess  of  the  previous  year ;  of  this  number  698  were  steam 
^ssels,  and  470  sailing  vessels.  Of  the  total  number,  162  were 
American  vessels,  82  being  steam,  and  80  sailing,  with  a  tonnage 
f  75'052  tons,  being  an  increase  of  35,71 1  tons  over  last  year, 
^hipping  facilities  from  the  United  States  to  the  Island  are  excel- 
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lent.  The  Atlas  Steamship  Company  (British)  runs  wee 
steamers  from  the  city  of  New  York  to  Kingston  and  reti 
It  has  about  8  vessels  upon  the  route.  *  *  *  The  K 
Line  (British)  has  a  number  of  vessels,  principally  engaged 
the  fruit  trade,  running  from  the  various  outports  of  the  Islanc 
New  York.  The  Boston  Fruit  Company  (American)  owns  2 
has  chartered  12  vessels,  with  a  tonnage  of  from  381  to  i,^ 
tons,  engaged  in  the  fruit  and  passenger  trade,  and  running  fr 
Port  Antonio  (the  head  station),  Kingston,  Annotto  Bay,  E 
Bay,  Hope  Bay,  Port  Marant,  and  other  outports  to  New  Yc 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  Baltimore.  The  West  Indian  i 
Pacific  runs  bimonthly  steamers  from  the  city  of  Kingston  to  N 
Orleans  via  Mexican  ports.  The  Independent  Line  recer 
commenced  running  vessels  from  New  York  to  Kingston  : 
return.  These  are  principally  engaged  in  the  fruit  trade, 
number  of  tramp  steamers  ply  between  the  several  outports  of 
Island  and  the  ports  of  the  United  States." 

The  principal  Cuban  ports  maintain  steam  communication  v 
the  United  States,  and  the  following  lines  of  navigation  dese 
mention:  The  New  York  and  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Compa 
the  Munson  Steamship  Line,  and  the  Compania  Trasatlani 
Espafiola. 

Santo  Domingo  and  Haiti  have  also  good  means  of  commi 
cation  with  the  United  States  by  steam  and  sail.  The  same  n 
be  said  of  the  French,  Dutch,  and  Danish  West  Indies. 

As  was  to  be  expected,  considering  the  geographical  posit 
of  the  Antilles  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  the  trade  tn 
actions  between  this  country  and  those  islands  are  of  considera 
importance,  and  the  tendency  is  toward  a  rapid  developni< 
With  the  Spanish  colonies  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  e^ 
cially  with  the  former,  the  trade  of  the  United  States  has  been  v 
large,  since  it  has  risen  to  no  less  than  90  per  cent  of  the  t( 
commerce  of  the  Great  Antilla. 

According  to  the  "Statesman's  Year  Book"  for  1897,  nearly 
the  tobacco  and  half  of  the  cigars  exported  from  Cuba  come  to 
United  States.  The  same  authority  asserts  that  of  the  832,: 
tons  of  sugar  leaving  the  island  in  1895,  769,962  were  introdu 
into  the  United  States.  The  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
British  West  Indies  is  considerable,  since,  as  has  been  said, 
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reater  part  of  the  products  of  the  latter  come  to  the  American 
larkets,  where  the  islands  also  provide  themselves  with  what  they 
eed.  Jamaica,  which  is  the  first  as  regards  size,  wealth,  and 
)pulation,  imports  from  the  United  States  a  large  quantity  of 
anufactures,  representing  in  1896  33.9  per  cent  of  the  total 
ports  of  manufactured  articles.  As  regards  the  food  stuffs  intro- 
ced  into  the  island,  the  greater  part  comes  from  the  United 
ites,  for,  according  to  Consul  Eckford  (vide  "Commercial 
lations  of  the  United  States"  for  189?  and  1896,  p.  519),  of  the 
♦870,7 1 6.03  which  those  importations  represented  in  the  fiscal 
ir  1895-96,  $2,429,294.91  came  from  this  country. 
The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  the  French  West 
dies,  although  it  is  already  considerable,  has  not  yet  reached  its 
1  development,  and  in  this  regard  it  were  well  to  cite  what  Mr. 
?CKER,  American  Consul,  in  a  report  written  from  St.  Pierre, 
artinique,  on  October  8,  1896,  which  was  published  in  the 
Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States"  for  1895-96,  says. 
>llowing  are  the  words  of  the  officer  named : 
•■'In  a  recent  interview  with  the  mayor  of  St.  Pierre,  he  com- 
xined  of  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  reliable  information  out 

catalogues  printed  in  the  English  language,  as  there  is  no  one 

the  employ  of  the  municipality  who  speaks  English.  He 
ivided  especially  to  catalogues  of  steam  fire  engines,  which  engine 
:  says  the  city  desires  to  purchase,  and  also  said  he  would  be 
eased  to  have  a  catalogue  and  price  list  (in  French)  of  all  kinds 

stationery,  but  to  send  catalogues  printed  in  English  here,  as  is 
instantly  being  done  from  the  United  States,  is  simply  a  waste 
f  postage  and  good  material.  It  would  be  well  to  suggest  to 
manufacturers  and  tradesmen  in  the  United  States  the  expediency 
f  sending  catalogues  and  price  currents  in  French  to  this  island 
s  a  further  means  of  introducing  their  wares  and  stock,  by  which 
oeans  American  manufactured  goods  would  be  far  more  appre- 
i^ted  than  they  now  arc. 

*'As  another  strong  point  in  favor  of  introducing  American 
?oods,  I  would  further  suggest  that  firms  in  the  United  States 
^lect  as  their  traveling  agents  or  drummers  men  of  ability,  tech- 
**cal  education,  and  linguistic  attainments  to  visit  this  and  other 
'rench  countries,  otherwise  their  voyages  are  usually  sterile  in 
heir  consequences.     When  one  considers  the  efforts  put  forth  by 
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Other  countries  and  nations,  especially  the  German  Empire,  to  train 
their  young  men  for  so  important  a  work,  and  the  success  result- 
ing therefrom,  I  can  not  but  impress  upon  my  countrymen,  in  this 
age  of  competition  and  constant  effort  toward  improvement  and 
the  mode  of  securing  clients  in  foreign  countries,  to  pay  attention 
to  this  matter.     I  have  known  traveling  agents  from  the  United 
States  in  this  island  who  could  not  speak  one  word  of  French, 
consequently  could  do  no  business,  while  others,  conversant  with 
the  language  and  well  up  in  their  work,  were  quite  successful  in 
behalf  of  the  firms  they  represented." 

The  Danish  and  the  Dutch  West  Indies  are  the  smallest  of  all 
and  their  trade  is  naturally  in  proportion  to  their  size.     The  com- 
merce they  maintain  with  the  United  States  is,  however,  of  con- 
siderable importance.     Speaking  of  the  imports  and  exports  of 
St.  Thomas,  Consul  Stewart,  in  a  report  dated   September  5, 
1896,  published   in  the  "Commercial  Relations  of  the   United 
States  "  for  1 895-96,  expresses  himself  thus : 

"There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  imports  from  England, 
France,  and  Germany  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1896, 
while  from  the  United  States  there  has  been  an  increase  of  over 
$40,000. 

"  The  exports  are  estimated  at  about  $60,000,  of  which  $37,987 
went  to  the  United  States." 

The  Dutch  colony  of  Cura9ao  has,  in  proportion  to  its  size,  a 
considerable  trade  with  the  United  States;  but  it  is  evident  that 
much  can  be  done  to  increase  it,  and  regarding  this  Mr.  Jervis 
Spencer,  the  American  Consul,  in  a  report  published  in  the 
"Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States"  for  the  year 
1895-96,  says  as  follows: 

"If  samples  of  American  manufactured  products  could  be 
seen  and  examined  with  the  price  lists,  and  compared  favorably 
with  those  of  European  manufacture,  they  would  surely  be  taken, 
and  trade  established  in  a  growing  way.  I  would  advise  the  use 
of  a  building  in  which  to  exhibit  samples,  so  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  United  States  may  sell  to  the  merchants  of  these 
countries  with  little  cost." 

Consul  Spencer,  like  other  consular  officers,  advises  the  sending 
of  commercial  travelers  who  are  acquainted  with  the  language, 
the  tastes,  and  the  customs  of  the  country. 
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Upon  considering  the  development  which  the  trade  of  the 
nited  States  with  the  Antilles  may  reach,  the  first  thought  that 
ikes  one  is  the  proximity  of  these  islands  to  the  coasts  of 
It  Republic.  The  mountains  of  Cuba  may  almost  be  seen 
nil  Florida.  From  New  York  to  Kingston,  Jamaica,  the  dis- 
ice  is  1,820  miles,  and  much  shorter  to  Haiti.  The  Antilles, 
ng  in  the  course  followed  by  the  steamships  and  sailing  vessels 
iployed  in  the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the 
lantic  coast  of  Central  and  South  America,  it  is  indubitable 
It  as  the  commercial  relations  of  the  three  sections  of  this  con- 
ent  develop  the  trade  between  the  islands  of  the  Caribbean  Sea 
i  the  markets  of  the  north  must  necessarily  assume  greater  pro- 
rtions.  The  American  manufactories  can  provide  the  entire 
hipelago  with  all  the  commodities  its  inhabitants  may  need, 
i  the  competition  of  the  Old  World  will  become  impossible 

the  day  that  the  merchants  of  the  United  States,  accommo- 
ing  themselves  to  the  requirements  of  the  Antillean  markets, 
U  adopt  the  commercial  methods  followed  by  European  coun- 
s,  principally  Germany,  and  which  consist,  above  all,  in  study- 
,  through  the  medium  of  active  and  well-educated  agents,  the 
ges,  customs,  and  even  the  peculiar  tastes  of  the  peoples  with 
om  they  trade. 

Ihe  reconstruction  of  the  merchant  marine  of  the  United 
Ltes  is  an  indispensable  necessity  in  the  face  of  the  requirements 
foreign  commerce.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  American  ship- 
ners  may  not  compete  with  those  of  Europe  in  the  industry  of 
I  transportation,  more  especially  as  regards  the  countries  of  this 
ntinent,  and  it  is,  nevertheless,  an  undeniable  and  surprising  fact 
It  the  greater  part  of  the  commodities  introduced  into  the  ports 

Latin  America  comes  in  European  bottoms.  The  American 
ipyards  build  vessels  as  good  as  those  turned  out  in  England, 
d  it  is  a  recognized  fact  that  in  times  past  the  merchant  marine 

the  United  States  surpassed  the  English.  The  efforts  of  all 
^io  aspire  to  see  the  United  States  dominating,  without  any  com- 
-tition  whatever,  all  the  markets  of  the  New  World,  should  be 
Tected  toward  placing  the  merchant  marine  once  more  upon  that 
•oting. 

As  the  merchant  marine  of  the    United   States   rises  to  the 
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height  which  it  must  necessarily  reach,  the  growth  of  this  coun- 
try's trade  with  the  rest  of  America  will  become  an  easier  matter. 
It  is  a  fact  recognized  by  all  the  great  powers  of  the  world  that 
nothing  is  so  favorable  to  the  commerce  of  a  country  as  the  ability 
to  send  its  goods  abroad  under  the  segis  of  its  own  flag,  and  to 
this  fact  is  undoubtedly  due  in  great  part  the  prominent  position 
which  Great  Britain  has  occupied  for  so  long  a  time  with  respect 
to  the  other  commercial  nations.     The  efforts  that  France  and 
Germany  have  made  and  are  making  in  furtherance  of  their  ship- 
ping interests  are  well  known.     The  United  States  well  under- 
stands how  important  it  is  that  American  commerce  shall  dispose 
of  better  means  of  transportation  in  order  that  the  exporters  of 
this  country  shall  cease  paying  tribute  to  foreign  lines  of  naviga- 
tion.    The  United  States  being  the  first  industrial  nation  of  the 
world  and  having  on  both  seas  numerous  and  excellent  ports,  it  is 
but  natural  that  it  should  possess  a  merchant  marine  proportionate 
to  the  necessities  of  its  trade,  and  it  will.     Many  advances  have 
been  and  are  being  made  on  this  line,  but  there  still  remains  much 
to  be  done.     The  day  will  arrive,  however,  and  everything  points 
to  its  near  approach,  when  the   United  States  flag,  floating  over 
United  States  merchant  vessels,  shall  greet  the  eyes  of  the  traveler, 
like  that  of  England  to-day,  in  every  port  of  America. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

SUGAR  INDUSTRY  OF  TUCUMAN  IN   1896-97. 

Sugar  production  in  the  province  of  Tucuman  has  followed  dur- 
ing the  past  fiscal  year  the  ascending  scale  already  indicated  in 
previous  reports  from  that  province,  the  crop  for  1896-97  having 
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amounted  to  135,606  tons.     For  the  five  years  preceding,  the  fig- 
ures are  as  follows : 


Years. 


Tons. 


lSoi-92 I         45.  CXJO 

1892-93 j         40,  000 

1&93-94 1         55. 000 

1894-^5 74, 000 

1S95-96 ;       103, 000 

Thirty-tour  sugar  mills  were  in  operation  during  1896-97;  of 
these  establishments,  five,  which  turned  out  23,000  tons,  are  owned 
by  Frenchmen ;  two,  which  produced  8,000  tons,  are  owned  and 
operated  by  sons  of  Frenchmen,  citizens  of  Argentina;  and  three, 
whose  production  in  the  aggregate  amounted  to  22,500  tons,  are 
the  property  of  a  German  company.     Besides  these,  there  are: 
one  Spanish  plant,  producing  9,000  tons ;  one  Swedish  and  one 
American,  with  an  output  of  1,600  and  2,154  ^^"^  respectively. 
The  remaining  twenty-one  are  exclusively  of  Argentine  owner- 
ship.    With    the    exception    of   the    three    German    plants,   the 
American   plant,   and    one    other  whose    machinery  came    from 
England,  these  establishments  received  all  their  appointments  from 
France. 

For  the  fiscal  year  1 897  -98  a  production  of  more  than  1 50,000 
tons  is  anticipated.  The  Argentine  market  may  therefore  be  con- 
sidered, from  the  present,  as  closed  to  European  sugars,  with  the 
exception  of  small  quantities  of  refined  sugar  introduced  for  the 
use  of  certain  rich  consumers. 

The  above  data  applies  solely  to  the  province  of  Tucuman. 
In  addition  may  be  given  the  production  of  sugar  in  the  neigh- 
boring provinces  of  Salta,  Jujuy,  The  Chaco,  and  Corrientes, 
which,  according  toanoflRcial  report,  amounted  in  1895  to  15,000 
tons ;  and  in  Santa  Fe,  Formosa,  and  Santiago  the  production  for 
the  same  year  reached  9,000  tons. 

CEREAL  CROP. 

The  "South  American  Journal"  of  March  19  contains  the  fol- 
lowing communication  respecting  the  cereal  crop,  from  Mr. 
William  Goodwin,  of  the  Authorized  Grain  Inspection  of  the 
River  Plate,  under  date  of.  Buenos  Ayres,  February  14,  1898: 

A  deficient  yield  of  wheat  is  reported  in  many  parts  of  the  Argentine  Repub- 
lic, and  the  total  exports  from   the   River  Plate  are  not  expected  to   exceed 
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5,000,000  quarters,  notv/ithstanding  an  abundant  crop  of  good  quality  in  Uru- 
guay;   but  if"  the  severe  frost  of  about  8th  November,  when   the  plant  was  in 
flower,  had   been  delayed  for  about  one  week,  there  is  little   doubt  that  the 
export  surplus  would  have  been  nearly  doubled,  because  the  injury  from  the 
locusts  was  not  of  any  momeni  and  the  drought  did  harm  mostly  in  the  districts 
where  it  followed  the  frosts.      The  quality  will  be  variable,  and  recent  heavy 
rains  have  done  considerable  injury  to  many  stacks  that  are  not  yet  threshed. 

There  is  a  very  poor  crop  of  linseed,  and   it  is  doubtful  if  the  export  will 
exceed  100,000  tons,  of  indifferent  quality. 

The  maize  crop  promises  to  be  very  large,  and  there  is  not  much  fear  of 
injury  from  locusts  during  the  few  weeks  remaining  before  it  will  be  matured. 


BRAZIL. 

COFFEE  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  John  H.  Keogh,  a  representative  of  one  of  the  leading 
coffee  importing  houses  of  the  United  States,  who  has  resided 
in  Brazil  for  a  number  of  years  and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  coffee  interests  of  Brazil,  as  well  as  of  other  countries,  in  an 
interview  published  in  the  "Wholesale  Grocer"  gives  the  follow- 
ing facts  regarding  the  coffee  conditions  at  present  existing  in 
Brazil. 

He  states  that  the  crop  to  be  marketed  from  June,  1897,10 
June,  1898,  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  9,500,000  bags;  of  this 
3,500,000  will  be  shipped  from  Rio  and  6,000,000  from  Santos. 

The  great  increase  over  the  production  of  the  previous  year  is 
attributed  to  the  yield  from  the  new  coffee  lands  which  have  just 
come  into  bearing  in  the  Santos  district  (State  of  Sao  Paulo). 
The  coffee  estates  tributary  to  Rio  are,  many  of  them,  quite  old 
and  no  longer  yield  as  abundantly  as  formerly.  The  methods  in 
vogue  in  Sao  Paulo  for  the  cultivation  and  handling  of  coffee  are 
more  modern  than  those  employed  in  most  of  the  districts  adjacent 
to  Rio. 

As  to  the  outlook  for  the  coming  year,  Mr.  Keogh  says  opin- 
ions differ  widely,  but  conservative  estimates  place  it  at  somewhat 
less  than  the  crop  of  1897-98.  The  low  prices  which  have  pre- 
vailed for  some  months  past  necessarily  diminish  the  efforts  of  the 
planters  in  the  production  of  a  commodity  which  is  barely  profit- 
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.     They  have  been  accustomed  to  large  profits,  and  the  present 
es  of  the  staple  have  had  a  very  discouraging  effect, 
n  the  State  of  SSo  Paulo  there  are  a  number  of  very  fine 
itations  owned  by  Brazilians,  and  some  extensive  ones  oper- 
I  by  men  of  German  extraction;  but  as  yet  citizens  of  the 
ited  States  have  not  gone  largely  into  coffee  raising.     The 
>rers  employed  on  the  plantations  are  chiefly  Portuguese  and 
ians.     An  effort  was  made  three  years  ago  to  introduce  Chinese 
r,  but  it  had  no  success.     Some  three  hundred  or  four  hun- 
I  Chinamen  were  brought  over  and  set  to  work  on  the  planta- 
5,  but  soon  left  them  to  go  to  the  cities.     The  question  of 
r  adapted  to  this  particular  work  is  one  which  remains  to  be 
sd  in  Brazil, 
s  supplemental  to,  and  qualifying  the  report  of  Mr.  Keogh,  it 

be  stated  that  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  "  Associacao  Com- 
:ial"  held  at  Santos  on  the  !st  instant,  to  receive  reports  from 
:ommissions  appointed  to  estimate  the  next  coffee  crop  to  be 
i^eted  at  Santos.  These  commissions,  after  visiting  the  coffee- 
;ing  districts  assigned  to  them,  reported  the  total  estimate  of 
Santos  crop  at  4,250,000  bags.  By  the  decision  of  the  meet- 
these  figures  were  telegraphed  to  London,  Hamburg,  Havre, 

New  York,  and  it  was  resolved  that  similar  action  be  taken 
y  year, 
he  "Rio  News"  of  February  8,  in  reference  to  this  matter 

hilc  wc  have  no  wish  to  question  the  report  of  the  Santos  commission  in 
rd  to  the  next  coffee  crop,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  several  of  the  firms 
prising  the  various  committees  are  planters  as  well  as  "commissaries"  and 
)rtcrs.  Their  report,  therefore,  may  be  justly  considered  to  represent  the 
ters*  interest,  which  is  invariably  that  of  a  minimum  or  underestimate. 

The  "American  Grocer"  of  March  9  furnishes  the  following 
istics  of  the  coffee  receipts  from  July  1,  1897,  to  March  7, 
)8,  with  a  comparative  statement  for  the  corresponding  periods 
the  two  preceding  years : 


ipts  at  Rio  . . . 
ipts  at  Santos. 


1898. 


Bags. 
3,378,000 
5,215,000 


1897. 


Bags. 
2,  704,  000 
4,  241,000 


1896. 


Bags. 

1 ,  890,  000 

2,  676,  000 
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COLOMBIA. 

COMPLETION  OF  LA  BOCA  DOCK. 

In  a  communication  dated  February  3,  1898,  Mr.  Murphv, 
United  States  consular  clerk  at  Colon,  advises  the  Department  of 
State  of  the  completion  of  La  Boca  Dock,  the  Pacific  terminus 
of  the  Panama  Canal.  The  construction  of  this  work  was  deemed 
necessary  to  overcome  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  the  great  tide 
fluctuations  at  the  port  of  Panama,  which  exceed  25  feet,  leaving 
the  bottom  of  the  sea  exposed  for  a  mile  or  more,  from  shore  at 
lowest  ebb  tide. 

Mr.  Murphy  states  that  the  opinion  is  generally  expressed  that 
this  work  will  prove  a  complete  success,  admitting  vessels  of  the 
largest  size  to  receive  and  discharge  their  cargoes  on  the  doct, 
instead  of,  as  formerly,  lightering  to  and  from  the  open  roadstead. 

In  a  report  presented  by  M.  Bonardel,  president  of  the  coun- 
cil of  administration,  to  the  shareholders  of  the   New  Panama 
Canal   Company,  at  a  meeting  held  in   Paris,  on  December  28, 
1897,  it  is  stated  that  the  completion  of  the  port  and  dock  of  La 
Boca  was  one  of  the  principal  features  of  the  work  undertaken 
by  the  company  during  the  past  year,  and  that  its  main  object  is 
to  enable  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  to  handle  all  merchan- 
dise with  greater  rapidity  and  at  less  expense  than  heretofore,  in 
order  that  it  may  compete  advantageously  with  various  American 
transcontinental  railroads,  and  with  sea  transportation  via  the  Strait 
of  Magellan. 

About  fourteen  miles  of  the  canal  from  the  Colon  end  have  been 
completed,  and  six  miles  from  the  Panama  end,  but  the  heaviest 
and  most  difficult  part  of  the  undertaking  is  yet  to  be  accom- 
plished— that  of  crossing  the  Culebra  Range,  and  overcoming  the 
freshets  of  the  Chagres  River. 

CONSTRUCTION    OF    RAILWAYS. 

The  British  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Bogota  has  notified  the  Foreign 
Office  that  the  Government  of  Colombia  has  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Francisco  J.  Cisneros  for  the  extension  of  the 
Bolivar  Railway.     By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  Mr.  Cisneros  is 
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uthorized  to  construct  and  put  into  working  order  a  railway  from 
brranquilla,  or  any  point  on  the  line  of  the  road  between  Barran- 
^uilla  and  Puerto  Colombia,  to  Sabanalarga  or  Usiacuri. 

The  gauge  of  the  line  shall  be  3  feet  3J^  inches;  minimum 
veight  of  the  rails,  35;  pounds  per  yard.  The  work  in  all  respects, 
s  to  be  constructed  with  a  view  to  permanency,  with  sufficient 
stations,  warehouses,  and  other  appurtenances. 

A  contract  has  also  been  made  with  Mr.  Alberto  J.  Roca  for 
the  construction  of  a  railway  from  Ocana  to  a  point  on  the  Mag- 
dalena  River.  The  line  shall  be  narrow  gauge,  with  gradients  not 
exceeding  3  per  cent  and  curves  with  a  radius  not  less  than  328 
feet.  The  contractor,  in  constructing  and  operating  the  road,  is 
required  to  meet  all  the  needs  of  traffic. 


COSTA  RICA. 

THE  ABANGARES  MINING  SYNDICATE  (LIMITED). 

On  February  23  of  the  current  year,  the  Congress  of  Costa  Rica 
approved  the  contract  entered  into  between  the  Ministry  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  English  company  known  as  the  Abangares 
Mining  Syndicate  (Limited).  This  corporation  binds  itself  to 
exploit  the  Abangares  mining  region  in  the  province  of  Guana- 
C3ste.  The  company  is  exempted  for  fifty  years  from  the  pay- 
ment of  all  national  imposts  that  may  hereafter  be  established, 
except  as  provided  elsewhere  in  the  contract.  It  shall  also  be 
exempted,  for  the  same  period,  from  the  payment  of  import 
duties  on  the  machinery  and  other  articles  it  may  introduce  for  its 
^'orks.  Should  the  company  make  use  of  its  own  wharves  for 
^e  importation  of  the  articles  free  of  duty,  no  wharfage  will  be 
charged;  but  should  it  utilize  the  Government  piers,  it  will  have 
^^  pay  these  dues.  It  is  understood  that  the  exemption  from 
duties  and  other  charges  relates  solely  to  articles  introduced  by 
Ae  company  with  the  exclusive  object  of  exploiting  and  preserv- 
ing the  mineral  lodes.  The  company  is  to  pay  an  annual  tax  of 
^  per  cent  on  the  gross  output  of  the  mines  for  the  first  twenty- 
five  years  of  the  life  of  the  contract,  and  of  2  per  cent  annually 
during  the  succeeding  twenty-five  years.  With  respect  to  munici- 
pal taxes,  the  company  must  pay  those  of  a  general  character  now 
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or  hereafter  to  be  imposed.     The  company  is  given  the  righl 
construct  the  wharves,  tramways,  and  railroads,  and  to  erect 
telegraph  and  telephone-  lines  it  may  deem  necessary  for  the  » 
ice  of  the  enterprise. 

The  company  is  bound  to  give  free  transportation  over  its  r 
road  and  tramway  lines  to  public  officers,  as  well  as  to  natio 
war  material ;  to  furnish  the  free  use  of  its  wharves  for  Gove 
ment  purposes;  to  transmit  without  charge  official  dispatches  o^ 
its  telegraph  and  telephone  lines,  and  to  invest  not  less  th 
;^50,ooo  in  its  enterprise  in  Costa  Rica.  The  company  is  empo 
ered  to  transfer  to  one  or  more  persons  or  companies  the  rigl 
granted  by  the  contract;  but  it  can  not  transfer  the  same  to  foreij 
Governments  or  admit  them  as  partners.  The  term  of  the  contn 
is  fifty  years,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  its  approval  by  the  Cc 
gress.  The  contract  shall  lapse  in  case  the  company  fails  to  beg 
work  within  the  six  months  succeeding  the  approval  of  the  sani 
should  work,  after  its  commencement,  be  suspended  for  three  cc 
secutive  years ;  or  should  the  company  fail  to  pay  the  percenta 
tax  mentioned  above. 

As  a  guaranty  that  the  work  will  be  begun  within  the  stipulat 
time,  the  company  has  deposited  $10,000  (Costa  Rican  mone 
in  the  public  treasury,  which  amount  will  escheat  to  the  Govei 
ment  should  the  work  not  be  commenced  within  the  tir 
mentioned. 


ECUADOR. 

RUBBER  CULTURE. 

Consul-General  Perry  DeLeon  sends  to  the  Department 
State  from  Guayaquil,  under  date  of  February  26,  a  report 
regard  to  rubber  culture  in  Ecuador,  from  which  the  following 
summarized : 

The  cultivation  of  the  rubber  tree  in  Ecuador  is  a  new  industi 
hitherto  the  rubber  has  been  extracted  from  trees  growing  wild 

• 

the  forests,  but  the  reckless  manner  in  which  this  has  been  cam 
on  has  practically  destroyed  the  forests  and  the  source  of  supp 
In  remote  regions  there  are  still  large  forests,  which,  owing 
their  inaccessibility  and  want  of  means  of  transportation,  are  as 
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tied.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  obtain  from  the  Government 
it  year  concession  for  the  exploitation  of  rubber  and  quinine 
Province  of  Tungurahua,  covering  an  area  of  from  8  to  lo 
leagues.  The  chief  products  of  t4ie  republic  are  cocoa 
fee,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  interest  which  is  being  developed 
ubber  industry  will  at  some  time  make  this  of  as  much 
mce^ 

5ul-General  DeLeon  states  that  Ecuador  produces  every 
species  of  rubber  tree  in  great  abundance,  the  best  qualities 
found  in  the  more  temperate  regions  of  the  tropics.  The 
rids  the  greatest  quantity  of  gum  at  a  temperature  of  about 
hrenheit.  Below  64°  the  gum  quickly  solidifies,  closing  the 
1  and  stopping  the  flow.  Ecuador  has  immense  tracts  of 
itable  for  the  cultivation  of  rubber  which  can  be  had  for  a 
)ng.     The  consul-general,  in  his  report,  says : 

satisfied  that  President  Alfaro  will  warmly  welcome  American  capital 
lers.  The  latter  should  have  sufficient  means  to  support  themselves 
;  trees  reach  maturity.  Living  in  this  country  is  very  cheap,  nearly 
ng  growing  spontaneously;  food  is  inexpensive,  and  but  little  clothing  is 
^.  Should  the  projected  railroad  to  Quito  become  a  reality,  immense 
'  rubber  forests  will  be  rendered  available  for  exploitation  which  at 
ire  too  remote  to  be  utilized. 


GUATEMALA. 

TRADE-MARK  AND  PATENT  LAWS. 

►w  are  published  the  principal  Articles  of  the  new  trade- 
nd  patent  laws,  promulgated  in  Guatemala  on  November 
December  17,  1897,  respectively: 

TRADE-MARK  LAW. 

1.  Trade-marks  are  the  denomination  of  articles  or  sames  of  persons 
I  distinctive  form;  emblems,  monograms,  engravings,  or  fruits,  seals, 
;  and  reliefs,  specially  designed  letters  and  numbers,  cases  or  wrappings 
es,  and  any  other  feature  by  which  it  is  desired  to  distinguish  the  pro- 
a  manufactory  or  articles  of  trade. 

I,  The  mark  may  be  placed  on  the  covers  or  wrappings,  or  on  the  arti- 
iselves. 

3.   The  following  shall  not  be  deemed  trade-marks : 
tters,  words,  names,  or    distinctive   designs   the  Government  may   or 
se. 
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2.  The  form  given  the  products  of  the  manufacturer. 

3.  The  color  of  the  products. 

4.  Terms  or  phrases  that  may  have  come  into  general  use. 

5.  Designations  usually  employed  to  indicate  the  nature  of  products  or  the 
class  to  which  they  belong. 

6.  Immoral  pictures  or  words. 

Art.  4.  The  absolute  ownership  of  a  mark,  as  well  as  the  right  to  object  to 
the  use  of  any  other  mark  that  may,  directly  or  indirectly,  produce  confusion 
between  products,  rests  in  the  manufacturer  or  merchant  who  has  complied  with 
the  requirements  of  this  law. 

Art.  5.  The  exclusive  ownership  of  a  mark  shall  only  be  acquired  in  con- 
nection with  industries  of  the  same  class. 

Art.  6.  The  use  of  a  mark  is  optional.  Nevertheless  it  may  be  made  oblig- 
atory should  the  necessities  of  the  public  service  so  require. 

Art.  7.  The  title  to  a  mark  is  inheritable,  and  may  be  alienated  by  contract 
or  by  will. 

Art.  8.  The  assignment  or  sale  of  an  establishment  carries  with  it  that  of 
the  mark  unless  otherwise  stipulated,  and  the  grantee  has  the  right  to  make  use 
of  its  distinctive  mark,  even  though  it  be  merely  a  name,  in  like  manner  as  the 
grantor,  without  limitations  other  than  those  expressly  imposed  in  the  assign- 
ment or  conveyance. 

Art.  9.  The  assignment  of  a  mark  must  be  recorded  in  the  Trade-Mark  Office 
in  order  to  acquire  the  rights  conferred  by  this  law  on  registered  trade-marks. 

Art.  10.  Only  such  marks  will  be  considered  as  registered  and  carry  the 
property  rights  hereby  conferred  as  shall  have  received  a  registration  certificate 
from  the  Trade- Mark  Office. 

Art.  11.  The  protection  accorded  a  person  engaged  in  manufacture,  trade, 
or  industry  with  respect  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  mark  is  limited  to  ten  years, 
which  may  be  extended  indefinitely  for  other  like  periods  by  reregistration  and 
payment  on  each  renewal  of  the  fees  established  in  article  22. 

Art.  1  2.  Private  persons  may  adopt,  for  the  lawful  products  of  their  manu- 
factures of  business,  the  proper  names  and  distinctive  devices  they  may  deem 
appropriate,  excepting  only : 

1.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Republic  or  of  any  nation,  unless  the  authority  of 
the  Government  thereof  is  shown. 

2.  The  portrait  of  any  person  other  than  the  manufacturer,  merchant,  or 
tradesman  without  his  previous  consent;  and, 

3.  Distinctive  devices  that  may  create  confusion  with  other  registered  marks. 
Art.  13.   All  persons  desiring  to  obtain  the  title  to  a  trade-mark   must  apply 

for  the  same  to  the  department  of  state  for  promotion. 

Art.  14.  Applications  for  trade-marks  must  be  written  on  25-cent  stamped 
paper  and  must  be  accompanied  by : 

1.  Two  copies  of  the  mark  or  distinctive  design  it  is  desired  to  use. 

2.  A  description  in  duplicate  of  the  mark  or  design,  in  the  case  of  figures  or 
emblems,  stating  the  class  of  articles  for  which  intended,  and  whether  they  are 
to  be  applied  to  the  products  of  a  manufactory  or  articles  of  trade. 
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-  A  receipt  showing  the  payment  into  the  national  treasury  of  the  fee 
iblished  by  Article  22,  which  fee  will  be  returned  in  case  the  registration  of 

mark  is  denied,  and 

.-  A  power  of  attorney  in  due  form,  in  case  the  applicant  does  not  appear  in 
son. 

Vrt.  15.  Should  the  mark  contain  any  countersign,  and  should  the  persons 
crested  desire  to  make  any  reservation  with   respect  thereto,  they  may  place 

statement  in  a  closed  envelope,  sealed  with  a  wax  seal,  which  shall  only  be 
ned  by  the  jurisdictional  judge  in  case  of  litigation  or  criminal  prosecution. 
Vrt.  16.  The  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Department  shall  note  at  the  foot 
the  applications  the  date  and  hour  of  receipt,  signing,  and  sealing  the  same, 
L  the  intertested  party  shall  be  entitled  to  a  receipt  for  the  application  stating 

hour  of  filing  the  latter. 

\rt.  17.  Priority  of  registration  shall  be  determined  by  the  day  and  hour  of 
ig  the  application. 

\rt.  18.  Applications  for  trade-marks  shall  be  ordered  published  for  one 
nth  in  the  "Diario  Oficial,"  after  which  they  will  be  sent  to  the  Trade- 
irk  Office  for  report.  Should  no  protest  be  filed,  and  the  application  be  fav- 
ibly  acted  on,  an  Executive  decree  will  issue  ordering  their  registration.  To 
a  end  the  original  record  and  sample  shall  be  sent  to  the  Trade-Mark  Office 
order  that  it  be  duly  recorded,  the  number,  folio,  and  liber  be  noted  on  the 
:ord,  and  it  will  be  filed  as  evidence  of  compliance  therewith.  The  registra- 
►n  certificate,  with  one  copy  of  the  registered  mark  attached,  shall  serve  as 
e  proprietary  title  to  the  said  mark. 

Art.  19.  In  case  of  protest  or  adverse  report  on  the  application  for  regis- 
ition  of  a  mark,  the  matter  will  be  heard  by  the  Secretary,  who  will  determine 
c  final  action  to  be  taken,  unless  there  are  preliminaries  to  be  settled. 
Art.  20.  All  disputes  between  private  persons  touching  the  right  to  use  a 
*rk,  counterfeit  or  imitation  thereof,  are  exclusively  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
^  court. 

-^^T.  22.  For  the  registration  and  certificate  of  a  mark,  whatever  its  origin, 
"^€  of  thirty  pesos  will  be  charged. 

*^or  the  registration  and  certificate  of  assignment,  fifteen  pesos  will  be  charged, 
^or  transcripts  of  certificates  subsequently  requested,  five  pesos  will  be  charged, 
^^^  and  above  the  value  of  the  stamped  paper  upon  which  it  is  spread. 
T^Hesc  fees  will  be  paid  into  the  National  Treasury. 

*  ♦  *  *  4c  4c  4c 

^*T.  24.  Manufacturing  enterprises  with  whom  the  Republic  has  existing 
fcaties  upon  the  subject  shall  register  their  marks  by  the  owners  presenting 
icmselvcs  either  in  person  or  through  legally  empowered  attorney  and  filing 
roof  of  the  registration  of  such  mark  abroad.  Each  document  must  be  trans- 
ted,  if  necessary,  and  in  all  cases  legalized. 

Art.  25.  Whoever  has  registered  his  marks  has  full  rights  thereto  until  the 
arts  order  otherwise.  Consequently,  permission  to  use  the  same  may  be 
intcd  or  conferred  by  advertising  the  fact  in  the  "Diario  Oficial "  the  assign- 
nt  or  conveyance. 

Bull.  No.  10 2 
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Persons  having  heretofore  failed  to  fulfill  these  requirements  must  take  care 
do  so  in  order  to  preserve  their  rights. 

Art.  26.  The  name  of  a  merchant  and  that  of  a  firm  and  the  distinct] 
mark  or  device  of  a  house  dealing  in  a  special  class  of  articles  constitute  indu 
.trial  property  under  the  provisions  of  this  law. 

Art.  27.  Should  a  merchant  wish  to  engage  in  an  industrial  pursuit  ahead 
carried  on  by  another  under  the  same  name  or  distinctive  device,  he  must  adof 
a  modification  which  shall  make  such  name  or  device  clearly  distinguishable  froi 
that  used  by  the  person  or  firm  first  engaged  in  th:  business 

Art.  28,  Joint  stock  companies  have  the  right  to  their  name  the  same  as  a 
individual,  and  are  subject  to  like  rights  and  obligations. 

Art.  29.  The  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  a  name  as  industrial  propcrt 
ceases  with  the  retirement  from  business  of  the  house  bearing  the  same. 

Art.  30.  Registration  of  the  name  in  order  to  exercise  the  rights  grar.te 
hereby  is  unnecessary,  save  when  it  forms  a  part  of  the  trade-mark. 

Art.  31.  Registration  of  marks  is  understood  as  attaching  no  responsibilit 
whatever  to  the  Government;. but  persons  believing  themselves  injured  bythir 
parties  are  entitled  to  resort  to  the  courts  for  the  prosecution  of  the  prop* 
civil  or  criminal  actions. 

Art.  32.  The  following  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  from  six  montl 
to  one  year,  commutable  in  whole  or  in  part,  pursuant  to  Article  46  of  tl 
Penal  Code — that  is  to  sav  : 

1.  All  persons  counterfeiting  or  in  any  way  altering  a  trade-mark; 

2.  All  persons  placing  a  trade-mark  other  than  their  own  upon  their  pro< 
ucts  or  commodities; 

3.  All  persons  knowingly  selling,  exposing  for  sale,  lending  themselves  to  tt 
sale  or  circulation  of  articles  bearing  a  counterfeit  or  fraudulently  applied  :rad< 
mark ; 

4.  All  persons  knowingly  exposing  for  sale,  or  lending  themselves  to  the  sa 
of,  counterfeit  trade-marks,  and  those  selling  genuine  trade-marks  when  ignorai 
of  their  owner; 

5.  All  persons  who  with  fraudulent  intent  place  or  cause  to  be  placed  up<: 
an  article  of  trade  a  false  announcement,  or  any  other  statement  regarding  tl 
registration  of  the  trade-mark,  or  the  nature,  quality,  number,  weight,  or  ditnci 
sions,  or  relating  to  the  olace  or  country  where  the  same  was  manufactured  * 
issued,  and 

6.  All  persons  knowingly  selling,  exposing  for  sale,  or  lending  themselves 
the  sale  of  commodities  bearing  any  of  the  false  announcements  or  statemcn 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  clause. 

Art.  33.  In  order  to  constitute  an  offense  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  con 
terfeiting  shall  embrace  all  the  articles  which  ought  to  bear  the  mark;  apply*' 
to  one  article  will  suffice. 

Art.  34.   A   simple  attempt   to  commit   the  offense  does  not  incur  respond 
bility,  civil  or  criminal,  but  shall  entail  the  destruction  of  the  tools  intended 
be  exclusively  used  in  the  counterfeiting. 

Art.  35.   All  persons  selling,  or  exposing  for  sale,  commodities  bearing  appf 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  167I 

1 

ted  or  counterfeit  trade-marks  are  bound  to  give  the  merchant  or  manufac- 
r  owning  the  same  full  notice  in  writing  respecting  the  name  and  address  of 
person  who  shall  have  sold  them  or  obtained  for  them  the  commodity,  as 
as  regarding  the  time  when  such  sale  began,  and  in  case  of  refusal  they  may 
egally  compelled  to  disclose  the  information  under  penalty  of  being  held  as 
)mplices  of  the  offender. 

kRT.  36.  Merchandise  with  a  counterfeit  trade-mark  found  in  the  possession 
:he  counterfeiter  or  his  agents  shall  be  seized  and  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
-eofy  after  deducting  the  costs  and  indemnities  herein  provided,  shall  be 
idicated  to  the  treasuries  of  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  locality. 
Ut.  37.  Counterfeit  trade-marks  and  the  tools  employed  especially  in  the 
nterfeiting,  found  in  the  possession  of  the  counterfeiter  or  his  agents,  shall  be 
troycd. 

Art.  38.  Criminal  prosecution  shall  not  be  instituted  on  motion  of  the 
•vcrnment  and  attaches,  only  to  the  aggrieved  parties;  but  once  instituted, 
:  prosecution  may  be  continued  on  motion  of  the  District  Attorney  of  the 
partment.  The  complainant  may  withdraw  his  action  up  to  the  time  of 
igment. 

Art.  39.  All  persons  aggrieved  through  violations  of  the  provisions  of  this 
'  may  bring  action  for  damages  against  the  author  of  the  fraud  and  his 
(federates.  Judgments  against  the  defendants  shall  be  published  at  the  cost 
the  plaintiff. 

^RT.  40.  No  civil  or  criminal  action  shall  be  brought  after  the  expiration  of 
cc  years  from  the  commission  or  repetition  of  the  offense,  or  after  the  expi- 
ion  of  one  year  from  the  day  upon  which  the  owner  of  the  trade-mark  had 
tice  of  the  fact  for  the  first  time.  Acts  interruptive  of  the  limitation  arc 
•b  as  arc  determined  by  civil  law. 

-A^T.  41.   The  provisions  of  this  law  are  applicable  to  all  persons  making  use 
the  name  of  a  merchant  or  firm,  of  the  design  or  name  of  a  business  house, 
iustrial  establishment,  or  factory,  without  due  legal  authority. 
Art.  42.   All    persons  engaged    in    industry,    trade,  or    manufacture    who, 
^n  the  promulgation  of  this  law,  shall  possess  a  trade-mark  registered  in  the 
^public  shall   only  secure  the  exclusive  right  to  the  use  thereof  pursuant  to 
'Js  law  by  complying  with  its  terms.     They  are  granted  for  this  purpose  a 
•riod  of  six  months,  reckoned  from  the  date  of  promulgation. 
Art.  43,   Should  several  persons  engaged  in  industry,  trade,  or  manufacture, 
fior  to  the  promulgation  of  this  law,  have  made  use  of  one  and  the  same  tradc- 
'•^'"k,  the  right  to  the  exclusive  use  thereof  shall  rest  henceforth  in  the  person 
'^o  shall  prove  to  have  made  the  first  legitimate  use  of  the  same. 
Should  none  of  the  applicants  furnish  evidence  of  priority  of  said  use,  the 
*'ncrship  of  the  trade-mark  shall  be  granted  to  the  person  conducting  business 
^  the  largest  scale. 

Art.  44.   Failure  to  register  a  trade-mark  within  the  time  provided  in  Article 
^  will  preclude  any  person   from  asserting  the  use  made  thereof  before  the 
issage  of  this  law  in  order  to  claim  the  right  of  priority. 
Art.  45.   In  order  that  foreign  trade-marks  may  enjoy  the  benefits  of  this  law 
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they  must  be  registered  in  accordance  with  the  treaties  relating  thereto.  T\ 
owners  thereof,  or  their  duly  authorized  agents,  are  the  only  persons  who  ms 
apply  for  registration. 

NEW    PATENT    LAW. 


Art.  2.  Every  Guatemalan  or  alien  residing  in  the  Republic  who  invents  aj 
machine,  instrument,  or  mechanical  apparatus,  any  manufacture  of  whatcv 
kind,  or  process  of  useful  application  to  the  sciences  or  arts,  may  obtain  fro 
the  Govdrnment  a  patent  securing  to  him  the  property  right  in  and  to  his  invc 
tion  for  a  term  of  from  five  to  fifteen  years. 

Whoever  shall  improve  a  patented  discovery  or  invention  is  entitled  to  app 
for  an  additional  patent,  which  will  not  be  granted  for  a  period  longer  than  t] 
unexpired  term  of  the  life  of  the  original  patent. 

Art.  3.  New  discoveries  or  inventions  shall  be  held  to  be:  New  industri 
products,  new  methods,  and  new  applications  of  known  methods  for  the  attax 
ment  of  a  result  or  of  an  industrial  product,  either  through  a  wholly  origir 
process  or  through  the  perfecting  of  a  process  already  known. 

Art.  4.  Patents  will  not  be  issued  for  discoveries  or  inventions  known  in  t 
country  or  abroad  as  the  whole  or  part  of  a  process  already  in  use. 

Art.  5.  The  issuance  of  letters  patent  entails  a  fee  of  30  pesos  per  anm 
during  the  life  of  the  patent,  payable  into  the  public  treasury. 

Art.  6.  The  said  annual  payments  will  be  made  into  the  national  treasury 
follows:  The  first  upon  the  issuance  of  the  letters  patent,  and  the  subsequc 
payments  during  the  first  ten  days  of  January,  under  pain  of  cancellation  by  i 
issuing  office. 

Art.  7.  Patents  will  not  issue  when  the  invention  or  improvement  is  adve 
to  rights  previously  acquired  by  third  parties,  or  contrary  to  safety,  pub 
health,  or  morals. 

Art.  8.   Patents  expire: 

1.  When  issued  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rights  of  third  parties  after  decree 
judgment  of  a  competent  court. 

2.  For  failure  to  carry  into  execution  for  one  year  the  industry  or  enterpri 
for  which  the  patent  was  granted. 

3.  For  abandoning  the  enterprise  or  industry  for  one  year  after  its  cstablisJ 
ment. 

4.  When  the  products  made  are  inferior  to  the  samples  presented  by  rcaso 
of  adulteration. 

The  cancellation  shall  be  declared  by  the  competent  court  on  motion  of  an; 
private  person  or  the  treasury  department. 

Art.  9.  Any  person  perfecting  the  patented  invention  of  another  shall  no 
make  use  of  the  original  without  agreement  with  the  inventor,  nor  shall  the  lac 
ter  make  use  of  the  improvement  patented  by  the  former  without  his  authority- 

Art.  10.  The  patent  is  understood  to  apply  only  to  the  process,  and  not  tc 
the  products  obtainable  through  a  different  system  of  elaboration. 

Art.  11.   Upon  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  patent  is  issued 
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e  descriptions  of  the  author  or  inventor  will  be  published;  copies  thereof  may 
r  made,  and  manufacturing  through  the  process  patented  shall  be  free. 
Art.  1 2.  Every  Guatemalan  or  alien  who  has  resided  one  year  in  the  country 
ho  shall  invent  or  perfect  any  machine,  instrument,  apparatus,  manufacture 
dustrial  method  or  process  may  receive  from  the  Executive  the  respective 
itcnt.  Inventions  made  abroad  may  be  patented  in  this  Republic  only  when 
new  industry  may  thereby  be  established  in  the  country,  owing  to  the  process 

manufacture  being  secret,  and  in  all  cases  when  there  exist  international 
eacies  or  conventions  so  proving. 

Art.  13.  The  Government  upon  granting  a  patent  leaves  unimpaired  the 
ght  of  third  parties  to  adduce  in  court  any  better  right  they  may  have  under 
le  law. 

Art.  14.  Applications  for  patents  must  be  filed  in  the  Department  of  Pro- 
lotion  on  paper  bearing  a  2 5 -cent  stamp  on  each  sheet.  The  Assistant  Secre- 
ary  must  at  once  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  application  the  hour  and  day  of 
iVing,  giving  the  applicant  a  receipt  should  he  request  the  same. 

Art.  1 5.  Applications  must  be  accompanied  by  samples,  drawings,  or  models, 
as  the  case  may  be,  and  by  a  sworn  statement  made  and  signed  before  a  notary, 
containing  a  clear  description  of  the  invention  and  the  averment  that  it  was 
previously  unknown.  The  application  must  also  be  accompanied  by  a  voucher 
showing  the  payment  of  the  fees  referred  to  in  Article  5. 

Art.  22.  Every  person  having  obtained  letters  patent  for  an  invention  or 
improvement  may  assign  his  rights  under  any  conditions  he  may  deem  best,  pro- 
vided the  person  bound  to  the  payment  of  the  annual  fee  is  designated,  the 
assignment  is  by  deed  duly  recorded  in  the  register  of  patents,  and  that 
announcement  be  made  in  the  official  newspaper. 

Art.  23.  The  assignment  must  state  whether  the  right  to  manufacture  only 
'^  granted  or  whether  an  absolute  title  is  conveyed,  and  whether  it  is  limited  to 
^  Certain  locality  or  to  the  whole  Republic. 

Art.  24.  The  following  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  from  six 
Months  to  one  year,  commutable  in  whole  or  in  part,  according  to  Article  46 
^f  the  Fiscal  Code. 

i.  All  persons  counterfeiting  patented  machines,  apparatus,  or  pieces  thereof. 

2.  All  persons  who  knowingly  deal  in  such  counterfeit  articles. 

3.  All  persons  counterfeiting  patented  products  or  manufactures. 
4-  All  persons  knowingly  dealing  in  any  such  articles. 

$.  All  persons  who  shall  have  made  a  false  statement  against  the  tenor  of 
Article  15. 

6.  All  persons  who  shall  make  an  article  appear  patented  when  it  is  not 
^ally  registered. 

Art.  25.  All  persons  selling  articles  which  are  counterfeits  of  those  patented 
*fc  bound  to  give  the  patentee  notice  of  the  name  of  the  author  or  seller  thereof 
3nd  of  the  time  when  they  were  delivered  to  them  ;  and  they  will  be  considered 
*s  accomplices  in  case  they  do  not  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  their 
actions. 
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Art.  26.   Aside  from  the  penalty  imposed  by  article  24,  the  counterfeit  arti- 
cles will  be  confiscated  and  the  seller  will  be  liable  in  damages. 

Art.  27.  No  civil  or  criminal  action  will  be  instituted  when  the  articles  of 
legitimate  origin  do  not  show  any  indication  of  having  been  patented  and  do 
not  bear  a  patent  number,  provided  it  is  possible  to  show  it.  Nor  can  such 
actions  be  prosecuted  after  the  expiration  of  three  years  from  the  commission 
or  repetition  of  the  offense  or  after  one  year  reckoned  from  the  day  upon  which 
the  patentee  had  knowledge  of  the  fact  for  the  first  time.  Acts  interruptivc  of 
the  limitation  are  determined  by  the  civil  law. 

Art.  28.  Workmen  who  divulge  the  secrets  of  the  manufactories  where  they 
are  employed,  with  reference  to  patented  processes,  are  accomplices  in  the 
offenses  enumerated. 


HONDURAS. 

RESOURCES  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

The  following  article,  treating  of  the  resources  of  Honduras,  is 
taken  from  a  communication  written  by  Dr.  George  Ben  Johv- 
STON,  who  spent  much  time  in  studying  the  conditions  of  the 
country,  and  addressed  to  Senor  E.  C.  Fiallos,  formerly  Secretary 
of  the  Legation  of  Honduras  in  the  United  States: 

The  past  proves  by  records  the  richness  of  the  mines  (gold  and  silver).  The 
eagerness  with  which  mining  claims  are  sought  and  developed  by  sagacious  and 
experienced  North  American  miners,  and  the  results  they  have  obtained  by 
advanced  methods,  substantiate  your  statement  "that  the  principal  wealth  01 
Honduras  lies  under  the  ground."  The  number  qf  argentiferous  and  auriferous 
deposits  and  their  richness,  coupled  with  the  liberality  of  your  mining  laws, 
offer  to  the  prospector  all  that  he  could  wish. 

Your  forests  are  a  source  of  even  as  great  wealth  as  your  mines  and  more 
available,  requiring  less  skill  and  capital  to  make  them  yield  a  profit.  The  cabi- 
net woods  abound,  and  are  of  a  quality  not  to  be  surpassed  by  any.  Notably 
among  these  are  the  rosewood,  mahogany,  ebony,  and  ronron.  The  accessibility 
of  these  trees  to  navigable  waters,  their  gigantic  size,  and  uncommon  fineness  of 
texture  render  them  peculiarly  valuable. 

Nowhere  have  I  seen  such  a  variety  of  medicinal  herbs;  growing  unplucked 
are  many  which  command  high  prices  and  ready  sale  in  our  markets  and  those 
of  Europe.  With  little  training  the  inhabitants  could  gather  and  prepare  thou- 
sands of  dollars'  worth  of  roots  and  leaves,  from  the  sale  of  which  handsome 
sums  could  be  realized.  That  singular  and  interesting  orchid  the  vanilla  bean, 
is  almost  everywhere  found,  and  with  care  in  its  cultivation  and  preparation 
could  be  made  to  rival  its  Mexican  neighbor.  Allspice  grows  profusely  in  Olai*' 
cho  and  is  not  utilized.  The  yucca,  from  which  an  excellent  starch  can  be 
extracted  by  simple  and  inexpensive  processes,  flourishes  on  every  hillside. 
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Journeying  through  Honduras  one  is  never  out  of  sight  of  a  fiber  plant.  Per- 
ps  the  most  important  are  the  mescal  and  pita,  A  very  superior  quality  of 
rdage,  bagging,  and  coarser  fabrics  can  be  made  from  them  by  very  simple 
:thods.      The  fineness,  strength,  and  gloss  of  the  pita  fiber  render  it  capable 

higher  development.  From  it  a  fabric  as  strong  as  linen  and  as  soft  and  bril- 
nt  as  silk  could  be  woven.  It  would  also  furnish  a  stock  that  would  make 
ipcr  equal  in  toughness  and  durability  to  parchment. 

Peanuts  could  be  cultivated  very  advantageously,  and  would  yield,  as  they 
ivc  done  with  us  in  Virginia,  handsome  returns.      The  tobacco  of  Honduras 

already  well  known  in  the  States  and  abroad.  The  output,  however,  is 
>  insignificant,  as  compared  with  what  it  should  be,  that  it  has  not  attracted  the 
ttention  it  deserves.  It  has  soil  and  climate  that  will  produce  all  grades  of 
)bacco,  from  our  heavy  Western  to  the  delicate  and  fragrant  leaf  of  Cuba.  I 
ive  seen  in  the  villages  of  Honduras  cigars  made  from  native  tobacco  and  sold 

2  cents  apiece  that  would  rival  the  best  cigars  exhibited  for  sale  in  our  shops, 
obacco  should  be  one  of  your  most  important  products,  for  your  soil  produces 
with  scarcely  no  work,  and  your  climate  facilitates  curing  it. 
Sugar  cane  and  cotton  are  perennial,  and  with  trifling  labor  could  be  made 
3st  important  crops.  The  large  size  and  succulence  of  the  cane  stalk  are  very 
riking.  The  fineness  of  the  cotton  fiber  is  equally  so.  These  crops  could  be 
Itivated  and  reduced  to  a  marketable  shape  in  Honduras  at  a  far  less  cost  than 

Louisiana  or  Texas,  where  they  are  a  source  of  great  revenue. 

The  character  of  the  climate  practically  does  away  with  the  "  seasons  "  in 
c  cultivation  of  the  soil  when  irrigation  is  brought  to  assist.  Hence  the  rais- 
g  of  fruits  and  vegetables  for  canning  and  preserving  could  be  reduced  to  a 
*grcc  of  certainty  with  a  minimum  expenditure  of  labor.  Neither  France  nor 
'^Ufornia  will  produce  finer  grapes.  Peaches,  figs,  dates,  and  olives  can  be 
titivated  everywhere,  and  would  thrive  as  the  wild  "guayaba,"  from  which  a 
clicious  jelly  is  made. 

Vour  horses  and  mules  are  some^yhat  under  size.  This  defect  comes  from 
'""Ceding  "in  and  in."  The  introduction  of  some  new  blood  would  remedy 
■^is  and  bring  up  the  standard  to  quite  a  degree  of  perfection ;  for  notwith- 
^^nding  the  smallness  of  the  horse  he  is  very  strong  and  spirited,  and  capable 
•*  great  feats  of  endurance,  thus  exhibiting  qualities  admirable  to  build  on. 
'Our  cattle,  too,  sufl^er  from  the  same  cause.  These,  however,  are  of  a  better 
^^dc  than  the  average  western  cattle,  and  far  more  beautiful  in  form.  The 
'*st  expanse  of  splendid  grass  lands  over  which  I  have  traveled  and  upon  which 

Saw  no  herds  depressed  me.  The  valleys  with  their  perpetual  verdure,  wide- 
P'cading  trees  and  crystal  streams  should  have  been  studded  with  herds  of  fat 
•*tilc,  and  the  hillsides  with  flocks  of  sheep  and  long-haired  goats.  The  abun- 
*^ce  and  fine  quality  of  native  grasses,  and  the  number  and  ample  size  of  the 
'breams  of  sweet,  pure  water  render  the  country  remarkably  well  suited  to 
>^azing  purposes. 

A  mistaken  idea  concerning  the  healthfulness  of  all  of  the  Central  American 
Ountries  exists  among  a  large  class  of  my  countrymen.  Where  the  climate  is 
0  uniform  (never  excessively  hot),  where  the  drainage  is  so  perfect,  and  where 
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pure   water  is  so   aDundant,  disease   can    not   prevail.      Nowhere  have  I  scea 
healthier  people. 

Your  Government  is  now  so  stable,  so  free  from  internal  strife  that  formerly 
harassed  it,  that  life  and  property  find  such  protection  as  our  own  affords,  and 
this  adds  to  the  inducements  the  natural  resources  of  the  country  offer. 


MEXICO. 

JAPANESE  COLONY. 

From  "  El  Progreso  de  Mexico,"  it  is  learned  that  Mr.  Kobayashi 
and  Mr.  H.  Kawamura,  of  Tokio,  arrived  at  San  F'ranciscoon 
the  steamer  Gaelic  February  23  last,  en  route  for  Mexico,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  arrangements,  on  a  large  scale,  for  Japanese 
colonization  in  that  country.  In  the  course  of  an  interview  Mr. 
Kobayashi  stated  that  all  preparations  have  been  made  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Japanese  colony  on  an  extensive  strip  of  terri- 
tory adjacent  to  the  port  of  San  Benito,  and  contiguous  to  the 
Guatemalan  frontier.  This  land,  100,000  acres  in  extent,  was 
purchased  by  Count  Enomoto,  ex-Minister  of  Agriculture  ot 
Japan,  in  connection  with  a  wealthy  landed  proprietor  of  that 
country,  pursuant  to  a  treaty  between  the  Mexican  and  Japanese 
Governments,  ratified  last  year.  The  promoters  of  the  scheme 
rely  upon  the  aid  of  the  Japanese  Government. 

The  object  of  the  two  visitors  is  to  inspect  the  land  and  distrib- 
ute it  among  the  colonists,  which  will  be  done  at  the  earliest  posr 
sible  moment.  They  state  that  the  entire  area  will  be  devoted  to 
coffee  raising.  It  is  also  purposed  to  establish  a  line  of  steamers 
between  the  cities  of  San  Francisco  and  Acapulco,  to  connect  with 
the  Japanese  line  crossing  the  Pacific. 

EXPORTATION    OF    CATTLE. 

The  statement  is  made  in  the  "  National  Provisioner,"  published 
in  Chicago  and  New  York,  in  its  issue  of  March  26,  that  th^ 
cattle  supply  of  Mexico  is  almost  wholly  exhausted.  This  state 
of  affairs  is  attributable  to  the  unusual  demand  for  Mexican  be^^ 
which  began  about  two  years  ago.  The  cattle  used  were  draw^ 
fi*om  the  States  of  Chihuahua  and  Sonora  at  the  rate  of  frof^ 
5,000  to  6,000  head  per  month.  In  addition,  the  movement  o» 
live  stock  to  the  United  States  in  the  past  twelve  months  has  been 
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markable.  This  demand  still  goes  on  unabated.  The  result  is 
lat  the  seemingly  inexhaustible  herds  of  northern  Mexico  have 
een  greatly  depleted.  It  is  apparent  from  this  that  Mexican 
attlemen  have  realized  handsomely  from  their  ranches. 

:ONTRACT  WITH  MEXICAN  TELEGRAPH  (CABLE)  COMPANY. 

On  November  15,  1897,  the  Mexican  Government,  through 
he  Secretary  of  Communication  and  Public  Works,  made  a 
:ontract,  which  was  subsequently  ratified  by  Congress,  with  the 
Mexican  Telegraph  (Cable)  Company  whereby  the  international 
telegraph  service  of  the  Republic  shall  be  done  through  the  lines 
rf  that  Company  in  connection  with  the  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Company  in  the  United  States.  By  this  agreement  the 
^Vestern  Union  Company  is  permitted  to  unite  its  wires  with 
hose  of  the  Federation,  either  by  means  of  overhead  or  under 
Tound  wires,  at  Laredo,  Tamaulipas,  Ciudad  Juarez,  Chihuahua, 
nd  Nogales,  or  by  submarine  cable. 

By  the  terms  of  Article  24,  the  Mexican  Telegraph  Company 
inds  itself  to  pay  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  15  per  cent  of 
ie  annual  profits  accruing  from  the  international  service  of  the 
Republic  through  the  northern  fi-ontier  or  by  its  cable.  The 
^mpany  guarantees  that  the  proceeds  of  the  said  15  per  cent 
^all  not  be  less  than  $20,ocx),  gold,  per  annum  during  the  exist- 
rice  of  the  contract. 

Article  26  says  : 

From  the  promulgation  of  this  contract  and  during  its  continuance  the  inter- 
'^tional  telegraph  service  of  the  Republic  shall  only  be  conducted  by  the  Fed- 
*"al  Government,  the  Mexican  Telegraph  Company,  and  the  Western  Union 
telegraph  Company,  pursuant  to  the  stipulations  hereof.  *  *  *  "The  ex- 
pression "international  telegraph  service"  includes«the  telephone  service  and  all 
'^change  of  messages  either  direct  by  actual  contact  of  the  lines,  or  indirectly  by 
^^changing  telegrams  through  messengers  or  otherwise. 

In  case  of  failure  to  carry  out  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
fi^st  paragraph  of  this  Article,  the  Mexican  Telegraph  Company 
^ay  suspend  payment  of  the  15  per  cent  of  the  profits  referred  to. 

THE  DRAINAGE  CANAL. 

The  enormous  work  of  constructing  a  canal  for  the  drainage  of 
^c  Valley  of  Mexico  is,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  finishing 


1678  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

touches  now  completed.  It  is  stated  that  within  the  next  si 
months  this  enterprise,  which  has  interested  engineers  in  Mexic 
since  the  original  undertaking  in  1607,  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  practical  open 
tion.  The  contract,  which  has  led  to  the  final  accomplishment  < 
the  purpose,  was  signed  on  December  25,  1889,  between  th 
Mexican  Government  and  Messrs.  Pearson  &  Sons,  contractors,! 
London.  In  its  completed  state  the  entire  work,  including  can; 
and  tunnel,  will  be  40  miles  long  and  will  have  cost  approx 
mately  $20,000,000. 

The  Valley  of  Mexico  is  an  immense  basin,  containing  2,2c 
square  miles,  with  a  mean  altitude  above  sea  level  of  7,413  fee 
Originally  it  was  an  inland  salt  sea,  and  the  processes  of  natur 
seepage,  evaporation,  etc.,  left  a  series  of  lakes,  which  have  bee 
a  constant  source  of  danger  to  life  and  property  and  a  menace  t 
the  health  of  the  residents  of  the  City  of  Mexico  and  of  the  vi 
lages  and  hamlets  surrounding  it. 

Senor  Romero,  Mexican  Minister  to  the  United  States,  in  a 
article  contributed  to  the  "Engineering  Magazine"  in  189 
speaking  upon  this  subject,  said  : 

When   the   existing  danger  of  floods  is   removed  and   the  sanitary  evils  a 
remedied  by  a  proper  system  of  drainage,  the  increased  security  that  will 
enjoyed  by  life  and  property  will  certainly  have  its  effect  on  the  prosperity 
the  city.      Property  will  rise  in  value,  the  population  will  grow  rapidly,  not 
mention  the   tide   of  tourists  that  will  set  in  from   the  United   States,  and  tl 
will  mean  larger  revenues  for  the  municipality. 

LEASE  OF  THE  TEHUANTEPEC  RAILWAY. 

A  contract  has  been  signed  by  the  Mexican  Government  ai 
the  firm  of  S.  Pearson  &  Sons,  of  London,  whereby  the  Cover 
ment  leases  to  the  above-named  firm,  for  a  period  of  fifty  yea: 
dating  from  April  1,  1898,  the  Tehuantepec  railway,  including  2 
its  appurtenances.  The  lease  carries  with  it  the  contract  for  ma 
ing  good  ajid  safe  harbors  at  both  termini  of  the  road,  i.  e.,  Coat2 
coalcos  and  Salina  Cruz.  By  the  terms  of  the  agreement  Mess 
Pearson  &  Sons  are  required  to  put  the  road  in  good  opcratii 
condition  and  maintain  it  so,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  lea 
hand  it  over  to  the  Government  in  a  similar  condition.  The  Go 
ernment  guarantees  that  the  net  revenues  of  the  line  shall  amou 
to  6  per  cent  on  the  outlay  for  betterments.  All  profits  in  cxo 
of  this  amount  shall  go  to  the  national  treasury. 
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NICARAGUA. 

EVAPORATED  BANANAS. 

Mention  was  made  some  time  ago,  based  on  information  furnished 
c  Bureau  by  Mr.  M.  J.  Clancy,  United  States  consular  agent 
Bluefields,  Nicaragua,  that  experiment  was  being  made  of 
lipping,  in  the  evaporated  form,  the  waste  production  of  bananas 
rown  in  that  district,  to  the  markets  of  the  United  States  and 
-urope.  It  was  noted  that  millions  of  small  bunches  not  suita- 
le  for  exportation  were  thrown  into  the  river  or  allowed  to  rot 
pon  the  ground.  In  addition  to  saving  the  fruit,  it  was  intimated 
lat  should  the  experiment  prove  successful  there  would  be  open 

>  the  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  of  implements  adapted 

>  this  industry  a  new  and  very  extensive  field.     As  additional 
^formation  bearing  upon  the  subject,  the  following  letter  of  Mr. 
lancy,  published  in  the  "  Bluefields  Recorder"  of  March  5,  1898, 
given  place  in  the  Bulletin  : 

United  States  Consular  Agency, 

Bluefields,  Nicaragua,  February  28,  iSgSf 
^lentine  Bugs., 

Purchasing  Agents  for  the  Honduras  Railroad  Company, 

New  York  City,  N,  Y, 

Gentlemen:   I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the    17th  instant  this  morning 

reference  to  the  industry  of  evaporated  bananas.      To  begin  with,  there  arc 

Bluefields  banana  district  millions  of  stalks  of  bananas,  from  seven  hands 
^^n,  that  are  annually  either  thrown  into  the  rivers  or  allowed  to  rot  where 
^  are  cut,  for  want  of  a  market  for  that  size  fruit.  Should  the  business  of 
aporating  bananas  prove  successful,  it  will  be  a  boon  to  many  a  planter  along 
^  Escondido  River  and  its  tributaries. 

The  industry  is  not  what  might  be  called  even  in  its  incipient  stage  as  yet, 
*"  the  reason  that  the  evaporating  machines  in  present  use  are  improvised, 
^Hiemade  ones,  while  the  men  engaged  therein  know  absolutely  nothing  about 
'C  principle  of  evaporating  fruit.  That  was  my  reason  for  reporting  the  mat- 
i^  to  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics,  so  that  it  would  be  given  publicity, 
'hen  men  who  are  conversant  with  the  business  of  manufacturing  machines  for 
'Operating  fruits  would  see  the  unbounded  market  for  a  proper  machine,  they 
Ould  design  one  adapted  for  this  special  work. 

On  the  Samoa  Islands  the  natives  dry  the  bananas  in  the  sun  and  export  what 

not  used  by  home  consumption,  but   the  market  where  they  are  shipped  to  I 

in  not  find  out.      The  director  of  the  National   Park   or  Museum   at  Copen- 

igcn,  Denmark,  would  give  an   order  for  a  specific  monthly  supply  could  he 
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find  any  one  that  would  agree  to  do  so.  The  banana  in  this  form  is  used  hf 
confectioners  as  the  base  in  the  manufacture  of  candied  fruits,  and  for  animals 
in  public  parks  it  is  considered  excellent  food,  as  well  as  for  home  pets.  Ger- 
many, Norway,  and  Sweden,  where  evaporated  bananas  have  been  introduced 
in  a  small  way,  are  all  good  markets.  I  am  informed  that  the  bananas  are  on 
the  free  list  in  Germany  and  France,  while  the  import  duty  in  the  United  States 
is  2  cents  a  pound  gold.  The  fruit  is  sold  here  at  wholesale  for  20  cents  a 
pound  Nicaraguan  currency  (8  cents  United  States  currency)  and  retails  at  30 
cents  a  pound  Nicaraguan  currency.  Bear  in  mind  that  owing  to  the  fluctua- 
tion of  the  rate  of  exchange  the  price  can  only  be  estimated  in  United  States 
money.  It  is  the  intention  to  sell  the  bananas  to  dealers  f.  o.  b.  at  either  New 
Orleans  or  New  York  for  10  cents  a  pound  gold  in  large  quantities.  The  fruit 
is  put  up  in  5 -pound  lots  at  present,  in  very  unattractive  wooden  boxes.  Will 
send  you  a  box  to  New  York,  as  well  as  to  Puerto  Cortcz,  Honduras,  sometime 
next  week. 

When  the  proper  appliances  for  the  manufacture  or  evaporation  of  large 
quantities  are  inaugurated,  the  bananas  would  be  shipped  in  barrels  either  to 
the  United  States  or  Europe,  and  the  wholesale  purchaser  could  put  them  up 
in  packages  suitable  to  the  wants  of  his  customers.  As  soon  as  the  bananas  are 
thoroughly  ripe,  they  are  peeled  and  put  into  an  oven  made  from  sheet  iron 
and  are  dried,  just  as  bread  is  baked  in  a  stove.  They  remain  there  from 
twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours,  with  a  teinperature  guessed  at,  because  there 
are  no  thermometers  to  obtain  the  proper  degree  of  heat,  after  which  they  are 
allowed  to  cool,  and  then  they  are  packed  in  boxes  and  are  ready  for  market 
Six  pounds  of  ripe  bananas  are  required  to  make  one  pound  of  the  evaporated 
fruit. 

I  might  here  remark  that  the  longer  the  bananas  are  in  the  oven  the  more  the 
saccharine  matter  contained  in  them  is  crystallized  and  appears  on  the  surface 
of  the  fruit  after  desiccation. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  the  successful  producers  of  evaporated  bananas,  put 
up  in  a  neat  and  attractive  manner,  can  demand  and  obtain  their  own  price  apd 
have  more  orders  than  they  can  possibly  fill.      Bluefields  is  one  of  the  largest 
banana  districts  in   the  world,  and  as  a  result  has  an  unlimited  supply  of  fruit 
that  can  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

Experiments  are  also  being  made  in  the  manufacture  of  banana  flour.     It  Is 
claimed  for  this  article  that  for  cakes  it  excels  the  best  buckwheat  and  can  be  used 
for  both  bread  and  biscuit,  which  for  dyspeptics  and  invalids  is  highly  recom- 
mended, and  it  is  said  that  in  the  brewing  of  beer  it  can  take  the  place  of  hops. 
Then  again,  its  cheapness   of  production   and  sale  is  a  drawing  card.     I  am 
satisfied  that   were    you  to  write    either    Mr.    William    Edwards   or   Mr.  Ed. 
Neuhaus,  Rama,  Nicaragua,  who  are  practical  pioneers  in  this  industry,  that  they 
would  be  more  than  pleased  to  answer  any  inquiry  made  by  you  on  this  line. 

Any  time  I  can  serve  you  I  will  cheerfullv  do  so. 

»  <  rf 

Yours,  M.  J.  Clancy, 

United  States  Consular  Agent, 
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TJL4NSP0RTATION  ON  SAN   JUAN  RIVER  AND  LAKE  NICARA- 
GUA. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SoRSBY,  United  States  consul  at  San  Juan  del 
Norte,  under  date  of  February  25,  advises  the  Department  of 
State  that  on  account  of  a  disagreement  between  the  Government 
and  the  Nicaragua  Mail  Steam  Navigation  and  Trading  Com- 
pany, and  the  decision  of  the  arbitrator  adversely  to  the  company, 
all  traffic  between  Granada  and  San  Juan  del  Norte  is  for  the 
present  suspended. 

It  appears,  from  the  statement  of  the   arbitrator,  Gen.  E.  P. 
Alexander,  that  for  a  number  of  weeks,  beginning  about  Novem- 
ber 1,1897,  the  Government,  apprehensive  of  a  political  outbreak 
and  civil  war,  placed  a  guard  of  soldiers  upon  each  of  the  com- 
pany's boats  to  prevent  its  seizure  by  the  revolutionists.     In  the 
performance  of  this  duty  the    soldiers  traveled   back  and  forth 
on  the  boats,  providing  their  own  rations.     The  contention  of  the 
company  that  these  troops  be  considered  as  passengers,  and  that 
the  Government  should  pay  feres  for  their  transportation,  was 
decided  adversely  to  the  company  by  General  Alexander,  who 
had  been  requested  by  both  parties  to  act  as  arbitrator  in  the  case. 
In  consequence  of  this  decision,  the  Navigation  Company  sus- 
pended all  transportation  traffic  on  the  Lake  and  River,  and  the 
Government  has  formally  taken  possession  of  all  the  steamers. 

Consul  SoRSBY  says  that  it  is  possible  that  the  Government  will 
nin  the  boats  on  its  own  account ;  in  which  case  communication 
^ith  the  interior  will  be  resumed.  The  steamers,  and  the  contract 
with  the  Government  belong  to  Mr.  Pellas,  an  Italian  subject. 
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SANTO  DOMINGO. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  the  leading  ] 
tions  of  the  Republic  of  Santo  Domingo  for  a  series  o 
beginning  with  1892,  compiled  from  the  latest  official  sou 
the  San  Domingo  Improvement  Company: 


Articles. 


Sugar pounds. . 

Coffee do . . . . 

Cacao do. . . . 

Tobacco do 

Honey gallons. . 

Wax pounds. . 

Goat  skins 

Hides 

Horns 

Logwood pounds . . 

Mora do. . . . 

Bera do. . . . 

Dividivi do 

Mahogany  logs feet . . 

Mahogany  forks do. . . . 

Espinillo do 

Cedar do. . . . 

Abey do 

Yaya do 

Guayacan pounds . . 

Old  copper do. . . . 

Kola  nuts 

Turtle  shell . pounds. . 

Resin do. . . . 

Rum gallons. . 

Bananas bunches. . 

Mexican  dollars 

American  gold 

Molasses gallons. . 


1892. 


56,  501,  700 
1, 105,  500 
2, 146, 000 

13. 103.  300 
83, 922 

1,543 
7, 670 

II,  708 


38,413.760 
15,685 

293. 440 
26,  880 

859, 482 

96,  916 

155.  359 
12,000 


1893. 


471, 188 

5,  642,  560 

17,060 


1896. 


424 


45.  542 


316, 096 


68,  833, 400 

3, 104, 050 

4, 154,  600 

14,  620,  800 

103, 473 

2.  375 

10,  207 

27. 729 

800 

41,657,280 

3,012,800 

40,  320 

789,600 

104,  651 

1,042,945 

121,  740 

315 
3.625 

622, 127 

6, 493,  760 

2.095 


426 

4.350 

43. 433 
400 


8,470 


86,866, 

2, 422, 

4.308, 

6,  332. 

3«, 
292, 

58, 

13. 

23. 070, 

389. 
1,460, 

1.304. 

232, 

62, 

90. 

58, 

2, 

12. 

I,  208, 

4. 


7. 

2, 

88, 

180, 


239 

399 

823 

208 
562 
828 
124 
490 
928 
000 
000 
480 

929 
498 

725 
892 
160 
740 
000 
000 
029 
400 

257 
944 
160 

153 
160 


io( 


1,777.119 


UNITED  STATES. 


TRADE  WITH  LATIN  AMERICA. 


STATEMENT  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Following  is  the  latest  statement,  from  figures  compiled 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  United  States  Treasury  Department,  V 
INGTON  C.  Ford,  chief^  showing  the  value  of  the  trade  b 
the  United  States  and  the  Latin- American  countries.  Th< 
is  for  the  month  of  January,  1898,  corrected  to  March 
with  a  comparative  statement  for  the  corresponding  month 
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r;  also  for  the  seven  months  ending  January  31,  1898, 
ith  the  corresponding  period  of  the  fiscal  year  1897- 
I  explained  that  the  figures  from  the  various  custom- 
ing imports  and  exports  for  any  one  month  are  not 
he  Treasury  Department  until  about  the  20th  of  the 
onth,  and  some  time  is  necessarily  consumed  in  com- 
printing,  so  that  the  retums  for  January,  for  example, 
ished  until  March. 

RTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


and  countries. 


alo    campeche ;     Pdu 
Campich^) — 


s{Carbdn  bituminoso; 
minoso ;  Ckarbon  de 
'neux) : 


Coco   ou   CacAo  crii ; 


ica 

America 


r///  Caf/) : 
ica 


Linenca. 


ifactured  (Aigoddn  en 
ido  em  rama;  Coton^ 
ctur/) : 


eneqtUn  ;  Henequen  ; 


anos  ;  Bananas  ;  Ba- 


January — 


1897. 


$1,  210 


18,  714 


56, 162 
47.  591 


476, 195 

399.  318 

4, 629,  586 

742,  168 


18, 270 


387. 955 


erica, 
ica. . . 


iranjas  ;      Laranjas  ; 


71,670 
27.  771 


9.457 


1&98. 


♦15,371 


16,  245 
87.  253 


177,  299 

378,455 
4,138,441 

471, lOI 


21,  533 


306,  230 


64,  589 
36, 545 


234 


Seven  months  ending 
January — 


1897. 


$8,525 


III,  802 


4.224 
247,600 

583,413 


1,037,281 

929.  506 
32.  259,  273 

6,  517,  767 


55.  "4 


2,  098,  361 


700,  759 
298.  795 


1898. 


$20, 130 


"3.  585 


100,081 
607,  861 


1. 121, 197 
1,439,002 

26.  352, 977 
5, 286,  250 


37.946 


2,  317.  603 


751,  720 
298,  459 


250,  961  I       134, 198 
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IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES— Contir 


Articles  and  countries. 


Fur  skins  (Pipits  Jlnas/  PelUs;  Four- 
rures) : 
South  America 


Hides   and    skins   {Cutros  y  pieUs; 
Couros  e  pelles;  Cutrs  et  peatix) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

South  America 


India  rubber,  crude  (Goma  eidstua 
cruda;  Borracha  criia;  Caout- 
chouc^ brut) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico    ^ 

Brazil 

Other  South  America , 


Lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  etc.  {Piomoengaid- 
pagos^   barras^   etc.;   Chumbo  em 
iinguadoSy  barras^etc;  Plombs^en 
saumonSy  en  barres^  etc.) : 
Mexico , 


Sugar,  not  above  No.  16  Dutch  stand- 
ard (Azdcar,  no  superior  al  No, 
16  de  la  escala  holandesa;  Assucar 
ndo  superior  &o  No,  j6  de  padr&o 
hoUandez;  Sucre^pas  au-dessus  du 
type  holiandais  No,  16)  : 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


Tobacco,  leaf  {Tabctco  en  rama;  Ta- 

baco  em  folha;  Tabac  en  feuilles) : 

Mexico 


Wood,    mahogany   (Madera ^    caoba; 
Mogno;  Acajou): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

South  America 


Wool  {Lana;  Ld;  Laine) : 
South  America — 

Class  I  (clothing) 

Class  2  (combing)  . . . 
Class  3  (carpet) 


January — 


1897. 


♦3.  391 


20,  793 
184, 070 
776, 167 


61,  791 

2,802 

803, 982 

28,  645 


162, 972 


1.389 
668,  554 

738.  344 


52,  620 


6,174 

26.799 

1,632 


531. 728 


45.431 


1898. 


$1,  154 


13.  748 
264, 424 
823, 423 


73.  263 

3.701 
1, 696, 029 

58,  342 


168,  587 


3.135 

441.443 
851,011 


9.809 


16,  782 
12,308 

579 


102,  831 


43.  743 


Seven  months  e 
January— 


1897. 


$16,  066 


149,  341 

772.  305 

4. 093.  916 


4.« 


273.  755 

16,  273 

5,  664, 073 

302.  933 


835.316 


8,8 
3 


10,  749 

965.904 
3, 102, 028  j  2. 1 


179,  879 


74.109 

174,632 

15.426 


IS 


611,069        4' 
328,761  21 
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ides  and  countries. 


1  implements  (iHstrum^ft' 
tgricultura;  Instrumtntos 
cultura;   Mackints   agri^ 


Linenca. 


mmgo. 
1 


jth  America 


ancuto  vacuno;  Cade;  Be- 


America 


Vmerica 


rdos;  Porcos;  Cochans) — 


\Caballos;    Cavallos;    Che- 
America , 


\merica 


amtros;  Cameiros;  Mou- 


\menca 


ps.  engravings,  etc.  (Z<- 
ipas^grabcuios^  etc.;  Livros^ 
,  gravuras^  etc.;  Livres^ 
f  geographic  y  gratmres.etc.): 
Imerica 


imtngo. 
a 


uth  America 


a/z;  Milho;  Mais)r^ 
1  America 


Domingo. 
America . 


Trigo;  Trigo;  BUy- 

I  America 

America 

ilL  No.  10 3 


January- 


1897. 


$710 

1,776 

22 

17.  911 

1,475 
194 

8.489 


1,060 


831 


25.551 


2.340 

7,192 

900 


852 
650 


2,398 
20,067 
208 
1.047 
2,644 
8,796 
8,309 


3,235 

87, 343 
61 

1,617 


6,239 
251 


1898. 


$208 

19,  333 
12 

52,  273 
1,884 

91 
13,  343 


950 
II,  261 


M59 


2,000 

15.500 

800 


2,235 
854 


4,908 

9,924 
106 
1,649 
6,853 
1,265 
3,808 


5,731 

577 
20 

2,  200 


2,145 

78 


Seven  months  ending 
January — 


1897- 


$22,  912 

61, 535 

635 

296,  237 

13,  548 
2, 146 

108, 685 


8,650 

15,171 

2,737 


220,  927 


32,  712 
49,602 

10,455 


10,  387 
5,243 


47. 956 

127. 359 

975 

9.*93i 

34,924 
60,826 

32, 758 


17,  535 
2,  366, 949 

III 

7,809 


51.956 
152,301 


1898. 


♦13, 637 

67, 462 

825 

263,  561 

12, 642 

1,844 

119,  580 


7.018 

34,  100 

2,500 


41,098 


7,600 

39,604 

4.650 


8,168 
7,210 


31, 164 

85,  189 

394 
14, 461 

133,048 

14,315 
23,  276 


38. 513 

38. 358 

114 

31.328 


24.  669 
1,319,618 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Breadstuffs — Continued. 

Wheat  flour  (Harina  de  trigo;  Fa- 
rinha  de  trigo;  Farine  de  bU) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Carriages,  cars,  etc.,  and  parts  of  (Co- 
rruageSf  carros  y  sus  accesorios ; 
Carruagons^  carros^  e  partes  de 
carros;  Voitures^  wagons  et  leurs 
parties) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Cycles  and  parts  of  (Bicicios  y  sus 
accesorios;  Bicycles  e  accessories; 
Bicycle  ties  et  leurs  parties)  : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Clocks  and  watches  {Relojes  de  pared 
y  de  bolsillo;  Relogios  deparede  e  de 
bolso;  Pendules  et  montres) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 

Qo2\{Carb6n;  CdrvHo ;  Charbon): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Copper  (Cobrc ;   Cobre ;   Cuivre): 
Mexico    

Cotton,  unmanufactured  {Algoddn  no 

manufacturado ;  Algodiio  nSo  tna- 

nufacturado;  Colon  nonmanufac - 

turtf): 

Mexico 


Janiiary — 


1897. 


•94.625 

9.923 
17.  728 

325.  506 
30.578 

103,  949 


13.360 

27. 124 

2,  298 

23,890 

35. 424 

II. 738 

3.951 


4.772 

5,955 
189 

678 

838 

1.523 

4.707 


1.037 

2,523 
1,291 

7O9 

8,  116 


331 
68,  989 

3.363 
18,  840 

9.495 
3.133 


5.595 


1898. 


170,365 


$100,  580 

2,690 

15.  201 

328, 142 

24.721 

144. 463 


1,024 

16,144 
6,968 

27,081 

93.206 

1.405 
2,244 


945 
5.017 

15 
8,  290 

10, 973 
1,021 
8,021 


490 
I,  118 

7.709 

2,313 
10,803 


738 

77.414 
1,078 

19,  265 

2,699 

427 


1,163 


254.  276 


Seven  months  ei 
January— 


1897. 


$632,  301 

56,  938 

88. 972 

1,859,703 

356,  551 
861, 174 


90,996 

240,349 
II,  760 

99.137 
60,412 

38. 362 

28,  679 


41.943 

42,  156 

1,823 

20,  883 

13,  573 
16,002 

39.  455 


6,832 

16,  592 

25, 227 

47,  407 
57.609 


20,  033 
318,  290 
14,  146 
43,606 
12, 746 
12,  597 


7.440 


2,1 

3 
i.c 


1,016,060  '  I.c 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  cottntries. 


n  cloths  {Tejidos  de  algoddn; 
^aundas  de  af^oddoj  Cototiy  ma- 
u/actur/) : 

itral  America 

xico  ....    

ito  Domingo 

I^entina 

izil 

lombia r 

ler  South  America 


ring  apparel  (cotton)  (Ro^  de 
xlgoddn;  Roupa  de  algoddo;  Vite- 
nents  en  coton) : 

ntral  America 

;xico 

nto  Domingo  

'gentina 

azil 

>lombia 

her  South  America 


ts  and    nuts  {Frutas  y  ntuces; 
frutasenoies;  Fruits  et  noisettes)'. 

intral  America 

exico 

nto  Domingo 

rgentina 

razil 

ilombia 

ther  South  America 


cs  and    skins   {Cueros  y  pieles; 
Couros  e  pelles;  Cuirs  et  peaux)\ 

antral  America , 

exico , 


^^(LiipuUs;  Lupulos;  Houblon): 

eniral  America 

iexico 

into  Domingo 

'^'Jth  America 


^ments: 

'metric  and  scientific    apparatus 

{Aparatos  eUctricosy  cientijicos; 

Apparelhos  electricos  e  scientiji- 

^os;  Appareils  ^lectriques  et  sci- 

^ntifiques)'. 

^-entral  America 

J^cxico 

^"■gentina 

•Brazil 

^ther  South  America 


January — 


1897. 


♦36, 437 
24,098 

II.  124 
12,091 

36, 855 
40,051 

i3i»970 


24.520 
27, 922 

137 
3.378 
5.581 
3.863 
3.048 


5,622 

6,829 

169 


579 

679 

2,714 


6.943 


435 

39.  835 

2 

51 


6,526 

44,404 

9.488 

4.867 

24, 01 1 


X898. 


$30,966 

39. 053 
8.232 

I5»453 
43.  768 
19.612 

134,  319 


15,980 
29,  372 

2.757 
3.829 

6,377 
2,226 

3.451 


Seven  months  ending 
January — 


X897. 


$369, 975 

195,  034 
64,716 

230,042 

367.  498 
224,  596 

840.  927 


145, 046 
213, 480 
17,400 
42,  170 
44.114 
32,  557 
32, 074 


35. 163 

50, 222 

2,066 

2,629 

8.995 

5,678 

24, 162 


868 
25,  240 


989 

39»  971 

287 

514 


41,  982 

164,  709 

62, 059 

60, 112 

149.  320 


1898. 


$216,  828 
222,  230 
60,459 
120,  762 
313.  896 
171,  336 
599. 428 


102,  379 
178.771 
11.479 
19,596 
34. 182 
25. 407 
19.  745 


23,  838 

35.544 
1,300 
5.265 

9.644 
7.025 

17.493 


1,022 


2,278 

25,  673 

3 

635 


35,442 
168,  804 

49.  332 
72,  397 
73,440 


i688 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Iron  and  Steel,  Manufactures  of: 
Builders'  hardware,  and  saws  and 
Xoo\s  (^Materiales  de  metal  para 
construccidn^  sierras  y  herra- 
mientas;  FerragenSy  serras  e 
ferramentas ;  MaUriaux  de 
construction  en  fer  et  acier^  scies 
et  outils) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Sewing  machines  and  parts  of  {Md- 
guinas  de  coser  y  accesorios; 
Machinas  de  coser  e  accessorios; 
Afachines  it  coudre  et  leurs  par- 
ties)— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Typewriting  machines  and  parts 
of  {Mdquinas  de  escribir  y  acce- 
sorios; Machinas  de  escribir  e 
accessori4)S ;  Machines  h  /crire 
et  leurs  parties) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina ••• . 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Leather,  other  than  sole  {Cuero,  dis- 
tinto  del  de  suela;  Couro  ndo  para 
solas;  CuirSf  autres  que  pour  se- 
tnelles) : 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo , 

Argentina. . .:.....    , 

Brazil 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America , 


Boots  and  shoes  {Calzado;  Ca/fados; 
Chaussures) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


January — 


1897. 


♦11.403 
32,806 

723 
8,998 

14, 137 
12,415 
15.  783 


12,  833 

24,  246 

65 
2,  180 

3.282 

14,  408 

8,753 


265 
1,702 


20 

77 

85 

408 


23$ 
865 


2,756 

218 

1,068 


4,437 

4,491 
2,821 

1.064 


189B. 


$8,109 

23,  720 

I,  oil 

21.  749 
18,  232 

9.992 
13,  535 


3,670 


1,137 
80 

503 
702 


459 
965 


1,879 
3,821 

4 
2,318 


7.489 
7,768 
2,712 
2,511 


Seven  months  < 
January- 


1897. 


$87,081 
392,  106 

5.^15 

134.  407 

153.  102 

74.  355 
148,  931 


2,982 

53,993 

20, 854 

107, 052 

190 

722 

1,297 

62,  760 

7,678 

82,  738 

4.316 

70,  816 

11.583 

75.  812 

6.  554  i 

M.  832  ; 

142  ; 

8,524 

3.157 
1,940 
5.669 


2,781 

10,  842 

430 

3.393 
10,942 

1.528 
10,  767 


57.  516 
25,618 

21.955 
17.  121 
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tides  and  countries. 


;s :  Rosin,  tar,  etc.  {Resina 
^rdn;  Resina  e  alcatr&o;  R/- 
goudrcn) : 
\menca 


>mingo, 
la 


nth  America 


'» 


spirits    of   (Aguarrds; 
'az;  T/r^benthinf): 
America , 


)mingo. 
a , 


uth  America. 


ral,  crude  {Aceites,  mine- 
^udos;  OUos^  mincraesy  crds; 
ntin/raiiSy  brutes) : 


tral,  refined  or  manufac- 
{AceiUs  mineraleSy  refi- 
d  manufacturados ;  Oleos 
es,  refinados  d  manufactu- 
HuiUSy  min/rales^  raffin/es 
lu/actur/is) : 
\merica 


>mingo, 
La , 


»uth  America 


\b\c{AceiUs  vegetaUs;  Oleos 
*s;  HuileSf  v/g/tales) : 
America 


>mingo. 
la 


uth  America. 


id  paraffin  wax  {Parafina 
^eparafina;  Paraffina  e  cera 
ffina;  Paraffine  et  cire  faite 
substance) : 
America 

uth  America 


January — 


1897. 


$1.  643 

589 
16 

18 

19,  J69 

2,614 

3.349 


238 

95 
24 


4,868 

556 

4.545 


31,009 


12, 856 

18,317 
4,020 

69.  343 
138,  561 

14, 176 

108.  571 


164 

14, 089 

1,209 


3.894 
5,941 


1,800 

16,  648 

580 

20 


1898. 


$486 

1,000 

8 

61 

8,627 

1,562 

II,  786 


301 
172 

38 

15.494 
4,212 

372 

4,677 


25,  265 


10.445 

15,156 

8,229 

77, 461 

152,  844 

6,242 

83,  200 


152 

68, 478 

2,301 

728 

29.  747 
12, 084 


2,509 

14,055 
398 

1,023 


Seven  months  ending 
January— 


1897. 


$15,463 
4.165 

3,026 

41,  832 

169,904 

11,061 

60,310 


2,562 
1.063 

157 

43,  323 
22,115 

3,511 
23,  279 


206, 687 


92,  076 

99,409 

18,157 

769.  647 

803, 457 

75.  867 

588,615 


3,550 

188, 910 

7,091 

9.312 

75,275 

44,334 


16,618 

102,  821 

10,  001 

2,849 


1898. 


♦7,  597 
5,495 
3.070 

54,446 

130,309 
6,675 

63, 987 


1,660 

1,431 

294 
60,914 

35.  397 
2,609 

24, 455 


190.  833 


61, 310 
104,  656 

26,  721 
576, 673 
889,  813 

52, 176 
439, 092 


1. 183 

245,  695 

12,  691 

2,218 

no,  865 

50.447 


12,  263 

103,  959 

6,414 

4.076 
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Articles  and  countries. 


Provisions,  comprising  meat  and  dairy 
products : 
Beef,  canned  {Carne  de    vaca  en 

latas;  Carne  de  vacca  em  latas; 

Bceuf  eanserz'/) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Beef,  salted  or  pickled  (Carne 
de  vaca^  salada  d  en  salmuera; 
Carne  de  vacca,  sa/guda  ou 
em  salmoura;  Bceuf  ^  sal/  ou  en 
saumure) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 


Tallow  (&^^y  Sebo;  Suif)— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . . , 


Bacon   {Tocino;     Toucinhc;    Lard 
fum/y- 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Hams   {Jamones;   Presunto;  Jam- 
bans) — 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


January — 


Pork  {Carne  de  puerco;    Carne  de 
porco;  Pore)— 

Central  America , 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil , 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


X897. 


$2.  301 
I,  126 

7 
30 


772 

988 


2,847 
10 

429 
300 

522 

7.047 


7.402 

5.671 

436 

1,508 

257 
753 


1.657 

592 
176 

1 10, 426 

94 
1,658 


2,601 

1.945 
664 


1.352 
8,383 


6,972 

459 
1,063 

430 
7,481 


1898. 


$2, 028 

1.338 
2 

67 

2,724 
832 

887 


2,640 

29 

247 

68 

777 
14.  748 


6, 169 
692 

35 

397 

1.678 

488 


788 
1,051 

63 
52,  868 

159 
1.356 


2,183 

2.423 
492 

589 
1,398 
7.553 


8,874 
201 


553 
24,441 


Seven  months  < 
January- 


1897. 


♦18.  364 
9.640 

51 
30 

14,499 
3.729 
7.063 


16,002 

63 
1.832 

2,776 

5.994 
118,318 


77.  720 
27,  265 

13.  779 
4.097 
4.657 
7,657 


10,086 

5.864 

1.536 

426,  572 

990 

10,  702 


18,657 

19. 053 

4.  "5 

433 

7.877 
58.068 


32,409 
2,696 

3.107 

3.320 

121,946 
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rtides  and  countriok 


,  etc. — Continued. 

^anteca;  Banha;  Saindoux)— 

al  Araerica 


:o 

Domingo, 
itina , 


nbia 

South  America. 


Ld  oleomargarine  {Grasa  y 
m'argarina;  OleoeoUomarga- 
I  /  OUo  et  oUomargarini) 
al  America 


CO 

nbia 

South  America. 


'  {^ManUquilia ;  Manteiga; 

\rre\— 

al  America 


Domingo. 


nbia 

South  America. 


\Qufso;  Qunjo;  Fromage) — 

al  America 

:o • 

Domingo 


nbia 

South  America. 


Semillas  ;  Sementes;  Se- 

tee): 

al  America 


Domingo, 
itina 


nbia 

South  America 


refined    (Azticar    refirutdo: 
ucar  refinado ;    Sucre  raf" 


al  America 

:o 

Domingo 

nbia 

South  America 


jnmanufactured  ( Tabaco  no 
facturcLdo ;  Tabaco  nAo  ma- 
turculo;    Tabac  non  tnanu- 

America 


January — 


X897. 


$6,109 

39.  565 
2,074 

7 
46,490 

10,  222 
39.  234 


80 
800 

1.873 


5»03i 

3.474 
848 

1.827 

1.359 
5,870 

1.859 
I.  301 

783 


949 
1,276 


909 

4.157 

25 
226 

71 
158 
302 


3.912 

4,401 

203 

4,676 


416 

6,067 


X898. 


•9.189 
20.315 

1.574 

700 

99.123 

4.958 
40,769 


62 

156 
990 
676 


3.977 

4,262 

526 

12,810 

I.  319 
6,083 

1,611 

1,466 

302 


857 
1.923 


437 
10,  214 

4 


2 
95 


6,607 
300 
213 

2,043 
50 


5.730 
12, 649 


Seven  months  ending 
January — 


1897. 


♦57.  309 
186,  166 

II. 134 
2.912 

262,  716 

92.  619 

395.  673 


10 
498 

4,933 
20,  984 


26,  826 
20,866 

3.999 
20, 428 

8.943 
49.949 

10,513 

9.323 

2,281 

80 

6.143 
9,126 


7,021 
11.407 

237 

379 

575 

1. 159 

4. 104 


37.  671 
18,159 

1.273 
30,  671 

1. 119 


12, 377 
64,903 


189S. 


$66,414 
119,  266 

12,449 
1,072 

614. 576 

72.  792 

367.  706 


249 

348 

4.445 

II.  155 


28.  280 
23,  lOI 

3.784 
47.  291 
12, 325 
46,  391 

10, 479 

8,265 

1,808 

182 

6.873 

9.947 


T.876 

16,  524 

542 

132 

413 
1.207 

I.  143 


34.  249 
9,848 

1.320 

18,672 

3.956 


19,  412 
83,060 


1692 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Tobacco,  manufactured — Continued. 

Argentina 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Tobacco,  manufactures  of  {Manufac- 
turas  de  tabaco;  Manufacturas  de 
tahaco;    Tabac  fabriqtU)'. 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Wood,  unmanufactured  {Madera  no 
manufacturada ;  Madeira  tUUf 
manufacturada ;   Bois  druty-. 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Brazil  

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


Lumber  (Maderas ;   Madeiras;  Bois 
de  cofistruction)  : 

Central  America 

Mexico ; 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Furniture  {Muebles ;  Mobilia ;  Men- 
bles) : 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Wool,   raw  (Lana   cruda ;  L&   crtia; 
Laines  brutes)  \ 
Mexico 


January — 


1897. 


$242 

7.353 


7,888 

477 

3.651 

65 

75 
7.061 


15.751 
19,  620 

5.134 
300 

3.247 


".455 
79.<H5 
13.  882 
76. 255 
60,089 

6.579 
44.153 


10,  125 

15.  237 
1.456 
2,673 

2,932 

5.540 

10, 493 


12,881 


Z898. 


$70 
1,052 

8,329 


1.558 
497 
331 


280 
4.353 


5»ii4 

27.444 

342 

75 
1.238 


3.473 
50.991 

4.067 

103,  lOI 

83. 134 

5.783 

41,713 


5.925 
17,178 

1,748 
3.950 
2,660 

2.788 
10,  554 


Seven  months  en 
January^ 


1897. 


•4.055 

2,093 

60,  572 


37.547 

10,943 

45.  305 

1.355 
1,066 

37. 163 


112,361 

176, 107 

25,  254 

9.694 
6,936 

6,  202 


71,815 

462, 134 

27.880 

729,  893 

442.  755 

28, 074 

440.  378 


93.942 

106,  301 

8,018 

55.947 
29,812 

23.  776 
70,  982 


123,041 


4l 

5' 
3< 


2< 


SPANISH-AMERICAN  TRADE. 


The  Bureau  has  received  from  the  St.  Louis  Spanish  CI 
copy  of  a  very  interesting  paper,  read  before  that  body  recentl 
Mr.  George  P.  Parker,  first  vice-president  of  the  club,  on  thesu 
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the  trade  of  St.  Louis  with  Spanish- American  countries.  As 
ing  instructive  and  of  general  interest,  the  following  extracts 
>m  Mr.  Parker's  paper  are  published: 

The  export  trade  of  Mexico,  Central  and  South  America,  is  fast  assuming 
J  proportions  that  were  hoped  for  it  a  few  years  ago.  *  *  *  During  the 
ly  part  of  the  year  the  drop  in  the  value  of  silver  and  the  consequent  high 
:e  of  gold  exchange  in  Mexico  almost  put  a  stop  to  orders  from  there,  but 
on  matters  assuming  a  more  settled  condition  there  was  not  only  a  resump- 
m  of  trade,  but  a  gratifying  increase.  The  business  that  has  been  secured 
)in  Central  America  has  been  much  in  excess  of  that  of  former  years,  many 
w  accounts  have  been  opened,  and  the  St.  Louis  market  has  become  known 
many  new  fields ;  even  after  this  has  been  accomplished  it  is  often  some  time 
fore  business  arrangements  of  years'  standing  can  be  severed  and  new  ones 
ected. 

*  *  *  An  instance  showing  the  value  of  St.  Louis  as  a  general  market  is 
istratcd  by  the  outfitting  of  a  settlement  in  Venezuela  requiring  nineteen 
rloads  of  goods  of  various  kinds,  which  were  bought  in  St.  Louis  and  shipped 

New  York,  where  they  were  cleared  in  a  sailing  vessel. 

*  *  *  At  a  meeting  for  the  adjustment  of  Mexican  rates  by  the  railroads 
d  steamship  companies  in  St.  Louis,  the  transportation  lines  were  astounded 

the  aggregate  amount  of  business  shown  as  originating  in  St.  Louis  and  the 
rrcase. 
The  figures  of  one  railroad's  business  tell  the  story  plainly. 


Month. 

1896. 

1897. 

t 

Increase. 

897,402    . 
18,664     . 

Decrease. 

nuarv 

315. 140 

379.451 
1, 123,  750 

517.853 
471.863 

200,  861 

161,681 

I,  212,  542 

398,115 
534,090 
658,  665 
526,  977 
926,  314 
516,  308 

sbruan- 

arch .'. 

589,  66o 

pril 

140,  812    . 
55.114    ■ 

719.453 
354.627  1. 

ay 

me. 

•ly 

Total  (tons) 

3, 170,  599 

4,767.011 

2,  186,  072 

589,  660 

^et  increase,  1,596,412  tons. 

Statistics  from  reliable  sources  give  the  business  from  St.  Louis  through  El 
^^  and  Laredo,  only,  as  13,35.9,647  pounds  for  the  year  1897.  *  *  *  The 
^blishment  of  a  commercial  museum  has  long  been  considered  a  movement 
^*ch  would  result  beneficially.  It  is  proper  to  record  the  formation  of  such  an 
ganization  by  some  of  our  most  enterprising  men. 

r'hc  countries  south  of  us  like  to  patronize  countries  who  patronize  them; 
^  spirit  of  reciprocity  was  never  so  strong  as  now.  In  increasing  our  exports, 
*ny  of  our  large  houses  have  become  direct  importers  of  raw  materials  from 
^^th  and  Central  America,  instead  of  getting  these  commodities  through 
^ropean  or  New  York  agents.  Mexico  now  sends  to  the  United  States  75  per 
'nt  of  her  exports,  as  the  last  statistics  show. 
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VENEZUELA. 

CUSTOMS  TARIFF  FOR   1897-1898. 

[Number  30. — Third  edition. — Continued  from  March  Bulletin.] 

§   7.— Class  VII. 

Duty, — 5  bolivars  per  kilogram. 

Fans  of  all  kinds. 

Bitters  not  otherwise  mentioned,  in  whatever  receptacle. 

Playing  cards. 

Sword  sticks  and  sticks  with  a  mechanism  for  firing. 

Purses  of  linen  or  cotton. 

Stockings,  socks,  fringes,  tassels,  lace,  ribbons,  bands,  tapes,  trimmings,  plw 
caps,  mantles,  capes,  waistbands,  bows,  epaulettes,  list  shoes,  gloves  of  wo< 
of  wool  mixed  with  cotton. 

Boots  and  shoes,  only  cut  out  or  without  soles,  and  rugs  of  sheepskin. 

Shirts,  made  up,  of  cotton,  with  no  parts  of  linen. 

Woven  uppers  for  sandals. 

Rugs,  carpets,  and  all  other  articles  of  crochet,  except  those  of  silk. 

Chasubles,   viaticum  cases,  altar  cloths,  copes,  dalmaticas,  stoles,  mani 

communion  cloths,  bands,  and  other  ecclesiastical  vestments  and  church  0 

ments. 

Cigarettes  of  paper  or  maize  leaf. 

Cravats  of  cotton,  hair,  or  wool. 

Curtains,  hangings,  and  mosquito  nets,  of  linen  or  cotton. 

Braces,  corsets,  slip  bodices,  corset  covers,  and  garters  of  all  kinds. 

Skirts,  dressing  gowns,  nightgowns,  petticoats,  pillow  slips,  and  bloasei 
linen,  or  of  linen  mixed  with  cotton,  excepting  those  of  linen  cambric  c 
cambric  mixed  with  cotton  which  are  comprised  in  Class  VIII. 

Lace,  embroidered  bands,  blonds,  edgings,  insertions,  ribbons,  borders,  c 
Icctes,  tassels,  cords^  fringes,  socks,  scarfs,  braids,  gloves,  and  trimmings,  of! 
or  cotton. 

Swords,  sabres,  daggers,  Bne  hunting  knives,  blunderbusses,  pistols,  revoi 
guns,  muskets,  rifles,  war  guns,  carbines,  and  other  firearms  for  artillery 
infantry,  including  projectiles,  percussion  caps,  nipples,  gunlocks,  cartr 
loaded  or  empty,  and  everything  relating  to  side  or  £re  arms,  and  parlor  air  | 

Matches  of  wax,  wood,  or  amadou,  and  pyrotechnic  or  Bengal  lights. 

Fireworks. 

Horse  cloths  and  blankets  of  all  kinds. 

Socks  of  linen,  or  of  linen  mixed  with  cotton,  and  socks  of  Scotch  v^ 
yarn. 

Shot  bags,  powderflasks,  cap  boxes,  and  game  bags. 

Muslins;  crepons  of  cotton,  colored;  lawn;  cotton  gauze  called  "r«^ 
barege,  grenadine;   organdy;   zephyr,  very  fine  linen  cloth   known  as  **cla 
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iulce  sueho,"  tarlatan,  "imite,*'  batiste  of  Holland,  cotton  batiste  white  or 

lored,  plain,  worked,  transparent,  or  embroidered,  in  pieces  or  cut  out  for 

esses,  and  all  other  tissues  similar  to  the  above  and  not  included  in  other  classes. 

Muslins  and  batistes  of  linen,  or  of  linen  mixed  with  other  materials,  un- 

:ached  or  colored,  in  pieces  or  cut  out  for  clothes. 

Cotton  velvet  Cpanilla**),  cotton  plush,  and  imitation  velvet,  in  pieces  or 

>bons. 

Fine  and  common  woolen  cloth,  cassimere,  cassinette,  muslin,  satin,  knitted 

»ods,  flannel,   '* lanilla,"   bombazine,  alpaca,  crape,   merino,   serge,   lasting, 

imask,  and  all  other  tissues  of  wooU  or  of  wool  mixed  with  cotton,  not  men- 

)ned  in  other  classes,  unless  made  up  into  wearing  apparel,  which  would  bring 

cm  under  Class  IX. 

Shawls,  foulards,  and  scarfs,  large  and  small,  of  muslin,  lawn,  knitted  goods, 

other  fine  cotton  tissues. 
Handkerchiefs,  shawls,  large  and  small,  foulards,  tablecloths,  and  undershirts, 

wool,  or  of  wool  mixed  with  cotton,  neither  ornamented  nor  embroidered 
th  silk. 

Umbrellas,  sunshades,  and  parasols,  of  silk,  or  of  silk  mixed  with  wool  or 
cton. 
Skins,  tanned,  manufactured  in  any  shape,  not  mentioned  in  other  classes. 

Guipure  or  tulle,  of  cotton  or  pita. 

Saddles,  headpieces,  gun  cases  and  pistol  holsters,  reins,  girths,  cruppers,  and 
icepskin  horse  covers  of  all  kinds. 

Tobacco,  raw,  and  tobacco  stalks. 

§   8.— Class  VIII. 
Duty, — 10  bolivars  per  kilogram, 

Ornaments  and  nets  for  headdress  of  all  kinds. 

Human  hair  and  its  imitations,  worked  or  not. 

Shirts,  made  up,  of  linen  or  wool,  of  cotton  with  parts  of  linen ;  trousers, 
I*«et8,  blouses,  waistcoats,  drawers,  coats,  overcoats,  vests,  and  all  other  ready- 
oadc  clothes,  of  linen  or  cotton,  for  men,  not  mentioned  in  other  classes. 

Collars,  shirt  fronts,  and  cuiFs,  of  linen  or  cotton,  for  men  and  women. 

"anunocks,  netted,  of  all  kinds. 

^"^irts,  petticoats,  pillow  slips,  and  chemises,  of  batiste  or  light  linen  tissue 
'  ^*«nn"),  pure  or  mixed  with  cotton. 

'^lowers  and  fruits,  artificial,  not  otherwise  mentioned,  and  materials  for  mak- 
'^g  flowers,  with  the  exception  of  colored  paper  comprised  in  Class  VI. 

^kin  gloves,  with  the  exception  of  boxing  gloves,  which  are  comprised  in 
Class  V. 

l^utch  batiste,  light  tissue  {*'clarin"),  knitted  goods,  zephyr,  lawn,  tarlatan, 
^^^lin,  and  all  other  fine  linen  or  cotton  tissues,  made  up  into  articles  such  as 
^\  ruches,  infants'  caps,  skirts,  cuffs,  chemisettes,  and  other  similar  articles 
^d  adornments  not  mentioned  in  other  classes. 

Precious  stones,  pearls,  and  jewelry ;  articles  wholly  or  in  part  of  gold  or 
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silver;  watches  of  any  material,  empty  watch  cases,  jewelry  cases,  and  thelil 
even  imported  separately. 

Books  and  albums,  bound  in  velvet,  silk,  mother-of-pearl,  tortoise  shell,  ivoi 
russian  leather,  with  ornaments  gilt  or  silvered. 

Handkerchiefs  of  linen,  or  of  linen  mixed  with  cotton. 

Bookbindings,  imported  separately,  and  removable  book  covers. 

Feathers  for  hats  and  bonnets,  and  other  similar  uses,  and  hearse  plumes,  ii 
ported  separately  from  the  hearses. 

Silk,  pure  or  mixed  with  other  materials,  and  tissues  of  other  materials  mix 
with  silk. 

Cloths  or  tissues  of  all  kinds,  mixed  or  embroidered  with  gold  or  silver,  n 
or  imitation,  with  the  exception  of  church  ornaments  and  ecclesiastical  ve 
ments  comprised  in  Class  VII. 

Stuffs  and  tissues  of  wool  mixed  with  cotton,  made  up  as  mosquito  nets,haD 
ings,  curtains,  and  other  articles  not  elsewhere  mentioned. 

Tobacco,  manufactured  and  prepared  in  any  form,  excepting  cut  tobac 
{picadurd)  for  cigarettes,  plug  tobacco,  and  twisted  chewing  tobacco.  Ciga 
ettes  rolled  in  tobacco  leaf  are  likewise  included  in  this  class. 

§  9. — Class  IX. 
Duty. — 20  bolivars  per  kilogram. 

Placards,  show  cards,  and  handbills,  printed  or  lithographed. 

Cigarette  wrappers. 

Circulars,  printed  or  lithographed.  . 

Labels  of  all  kinds,  printed  or  lithographed,  which  are  not  attached  to  a 
article ;  printed  visiting  cards  with  or  without  colored  designs. 

Fine  and  common  cloths,  cassimere,  satin,  knitted  goods,  flannel,  alpai 
''  ca7nbron,^*  bombazine,  serge,  lastings,  and  damask,  of  wool,  or  of  wool  mix 
with  cotton,  made  up  as  men's  clothing. 

Envelopes  of  all  kinds,  finished  or  only  cut  out. 

Hats,  bonnets,  and  caps,  trimmed,  of  every  kind,  for  women  and  girls. 

Hats  of  black  silk  plush,  with  high  crowns,  and  similar  hats  of  any  materi 
including  opera  hats,  hats  simply  cut  out,  hats  of  fulled  felt,  and  all  other  kir 
of  hats,  wholly  or  partially  finished,  excepting  those  of  straw  or  their  imitatio 

Advertisement  cards  (large),  printed  or  lithographed. 

Tarlatan,  silk,  wool,  batiste  of  Holland,  light  tissue  {" clarin'*),  zcph; 
lawn,  muslin,  and  all  other  tissues  of  linen  or  cotton,  made  up  into  ladi 
wearing  apparel. 

Men's  clothing  of  wool,  linen  or  cotton,  with  the  exception  of  that  mentioi 
in  other  classes. 


Art.  2.   All  customs  duties  shall  be  levied  on  the  gross  weight,  in  bolivars  i 

centimes  of  the  bolivar. 

Art.  3.   The  importation  of  the  following  articles  is  prohibited : 
Cocoanut  oil,  spirits  extracted  from  sugar  cane,  starch,  indigo,  cocoa,  cof 

molasses  from  sugar,  and  honey,  salted  jerked  meat  ("  tasajo"),  salt,  dynam 
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iparilla  roots,  spurious  gold  coin,  and  silver  money,  apparatus  for  coining 
cy,  unless  imported  for  the  Government  mint ;  ready-made  boots  and  shoes 
tanned  leather  for  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes ;  matches  of  all  kinds. 
>LE  PARAGRAPH.  Should  the  executive  power  deem  it  expedient  to  authorize 
importation,  through  the  custom-houses  of  the  Republic,  of  any  prohibited 
:le,  it  shall  fix  the  duty  to  be  levied  on  such  article,  and  will  report  to  Con- 
s  at  its  first  session. 

RT.  4.  The  executive  power  may  totally  or  partially  prohibit  the  importa- 
of  all  kinds  of  tissues,  ready-made  wearing  apparel,  hats,  bonnets,  and  caps, 
debar  entry  thereof  through  the  custom-houses  of  the  Republic,  if  the 
tstries  and  manufactories  in  their  districts  producing  goods  of  the  above 
ription  have,  in  importance  and  development,  reached  a  sufficient  degree  to 
t  the  demands  of  consumption,  provided  that  purchasers  do  not  suffer  in 
sequence  of  such  prohibition. 

RT.  5.  For  the  importation  of  dutiable  firearms  through  the  custom-houses 
he  Republic,  as  well  as  of  powder,  shot,  cartridges,  caps,  primers,  flints, 
peter,  and  all  other  explosive  materials  not  mentioned  in  the  present  law,  a 
ial  permission  or  order  from  the  General  Government  is  necessary. 
OLE  PARAGRAPH.  Arms  of  precision  and  all  war  articles  exclusively  intended 
the  arsenals  can  only  be  imported  by  the  national  Government. 
LRT.  6.  For  all  articles  mentioned  in  the  tariff  the  material  from  which  they 
made  will  not  be  considered,  the  class  under  which  placed  being  solely  taken 
)  account.  Hence  trusses,  syringes,  clyster  pumps,  toys,  masks,  spectacles, 
tfolios,  cardcases,  and  all  other  articles  mentioned  pay  the  duty  of  the  class 
ivhich  they  belong,  whatever  be  the  material  from  which  manufactured,  except 
en  they  are  partially  made  of  gold  or  silver,  in  which  case  they  are  comprised 
Class  VIII. 

^^T,  7.  Packages  containing  samples  of  tissues  in  small  pieces  or  samples  of 
n  paper  weighing  more  than  25  kilogrammes  shall,  for  the  weight  exceeding 
l^ilogrammes,  pay  the  duty  stipulated  in  Class  III. 

Art.  8.  When  goods  or  products  subject  to  import  duties  are  imported,  such 
ids  being  unknown  in  the  country  and  not  specified  in  the  tariff  nor  in  the 
^t  resolutions  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  the  importers  can  state  this  fact  in 
if  manifests  and  address  a  petition  to  the  Government,  accompanied  by  a 
iplc  of  the  goods  or  products,  to  permit  the  proper  denomination  or  classi- 
^ion  thereof.  The  petition  must  have  been  previously  examined  by  the 
?cctive  custom-house. 

Wt.  9.  Machines,  tools,  and  other  mining  apparatus  can  enjoy  the  exemp- 
^  from  import  duties  but  once  for  each  mining  company,  and  the  extra  parts 
^ortcd  to  replace  the  same  shall  not  enjoy  this  exemption. 
^*t.  10.  Maritime  custom-houses  can  not,  without  previous  order  from  the 
Aistry  of  Finance,  authorize  the  importation  of  machines  and  apparatus  com- 
bed in  Nos.  6,  21,  22,  and  23  of  the  tariff,  nor  of  artistical  objects  of?,  monu- 
^U\  character.  To  obtain  this  order,  the  interested  party  must  in  every  case 
dress  a  petition,  previously  examined  by  the  respective  custom-house,  to  the 
mister  of  Public  Works,  requesting  the  free  entry  of  the  articles. 
Art.  11.    Unused  foreign  articles  which  travelers  import  with  their  luggage 
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shall,  in  addition  to  the  duties  leviable  thereon  under  the  tariff^  be  liable  to  a 
surtax  of  20  per  cent. 

Art.  1 2.  The  executive  power  is  authorized  to  decrease  or  abolish  the  duties 
of  the  present  tariff,  leviable  on  alimentary  products  of  primary  necessity,  when 
unforeseen  circumstances  render  such  changes  necessary,  subject,  however,  to 
reporting  to  Congress  the  measures  which  it  has  deemed  proper  to  take. 

Ar.t.  1 3.  Should  unfitted  articles  be  imported  in  one  sole  package  or  in  dif- 
ferent packages,  they  shall  be  liable  to  the  duties  applicable  thereto  when 
imported  in  a  fitted  condition. 

Art.  14.  The  decree  of  the  executive  power  dated  June  30,  1896,  together 
with  all  subsequent  decisions  relating  to  the  classification  of  goods  not  specially 
mentioned  in  such  decree,  are  repealed. 

REGIME  Applicable  to  Postal  Parcels. 

[Extract  from  the  circular  of  the  minister  of  finance,  of  November  16,  1S90.    "  Gaceta  ofidaly'  No 

6868,  of  November  18,  1896.] 

Should  postal  parcels  contain  goods  comprised  in  the  different  classes  of  the 
tariff,  their  waybills  must  give  the  weight  of  each  kind  of  goods,  and  should 
each  kind  of  goods  weigh  less  than  one-half  kilogramme,  they  shall  always  be 
considered  as  of  that  weight  and  duty  shall  be  levied  accordingly.  The  same 
rule  shall  apply  to  packages,  which  shall  be  liable  to  the  duty  leviable  on  the 
article  contained  therein  subject  to  the  lowest  duty,  unless  such  packages  arc, 
owing  to  their  nature,  comprised  in  a  higher- taxed  class  of  the  tariff. 

[Concluded.] 

RAILWAY  MILEAGE. 

The  following  figures,  published  in  the  "  South  American  Jour- 
nal" for  January  22,  1898,  show  the  total  railway  mileage  at  pres- 
ent in  operation  in  Venezuela,  also  the  nationality  of  the  ownership 
of  the  respective  lines.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  United  States 
makes  a  very  small  showing  in  the  list : 


Caracas-Valencia 

Caracas-La  Guiara 

Caracas-Petare 

Caracas-El  Valle 

Valencia-Puerto  Cabello 

Tucaca-Aroa 

£1  Hacha-Barquisimeto  . 

La  Ceiba-Valera 

Santa  Barbara-EI  Vijia  . . 

Encontrado-La  Fria 

Carenero-San  Jos6 

Guanta-Naricual 

Maiquetia-Macuto 

Vela-Coro 


Nationality. 


Kilo- 
metei*' 


German *79 

English 37 


do 

National 

English     .    . . 

....do 

....do 

National 

French  

National 

Dutch 

National 

....do 

United  States 


10 

8 

55 

89 

88 

90 
60 

100 

33 

* 

8 

17 


Total  length 1 810 


♦  The  kilometer  is  equivalent  to  0.62137  mile. 
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INAUGURATION  OF  SAMPLE  WAREHOUSE  IN  CARACAS. 

On  March  29  last,  the  formal  opening  of  the  sample  warehouse 
•  the  exhibition  of  American  manufactures,  established  by  the 
itional  Association  of  Manufacturers  of  the  United  States  of 
nerica,  took  place  at  Caracas,  the  capital  of  Venezuela.  The 
iction  was  witnessed  by  Gen.  Don  Ignacio  Andrade,  President 
the  Republic;  members  of  the  cabinet;  the  Hon.  Francis  B. 
>OMis,  United  States  minister;  and  many  other  members  of  the 
ilomatic  corps,  as  well  as  by  a  multitude  of  ladies  and  gentle- 
m  who  had  been  invited. 

The  "New  York  Commercial"  of  April  12  and  13  contains 
tended  and  detailed  reports  of  the  ceremonies  incident  to  the 
casion.  Mr.  Rudolph  Dolge,  special  commissioner  from  the 
ational  Association  of  Manufacturers,  and  to  whose  efforts  this 
ictical  enterprise  is  largely  due,  delivered  the  opening  address, 
awing  attention  to  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the 
ide  between  Venezuela  and  the  United  States  through  the  Expo- 
ion,  which,  according  to  the  speaker,  is  an  enterprise  of  national 
iportance,  aspiring  to  no  material  profit  whatever,  desirous  only 

presenting  to  commerce,  agriculture,  and  to  the  public  in  gen- 
al  samples  of  American  products  and  manufactures.  As  stated 
''  the  speaker,  the  Exposition  is  designed  as  a  permanent 
Jiibition  of  the  manufectures  of  the  United  States,  provided 
ith  a  bureau  of  information,  ever  ready  to  assist  the  trade  of 
cnezuela  with  the  United  States  of  America.  He  concluded 
s  remarks  by  an  expression  of  thanks  in  the  name  of  the 
'  nited  States  to  President  Andrade  for  his  efforts  and  encour- 
?ement  on  behalf  of  the  enterprise,  the  founding  of  which  signi- 
^s  **the  commercial  union  of  the  two  countries,  joined  also  by 
Aer  bonds." 

President  Andrade  replied  in  terms  of  praise  and  approval  of 
^e  enterprise,  wishing  it  great  prosperity  and  success,  expressing 
^rsonal  satisfaction  "in  seeing  the  powerful  Republic  of  the 
^orth  attracted  to  our  ports  to  offer  us  the  fruits  of  its  experience, 
f^d  the  admirable  collection  of  the  genius  and  of  the  work  of  its 
^ns.  Here  there  is  a  people,  good  and  true,  who  desire  to  work; 
ur  doors  are  open  without  restrictions  in  the  Republic  to  the 
athway  to  progress  and  to  the  productive  forces  of  the  exterior. 
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Extensive  territory  and  fertile  mountains  offer  abundant  reward 
to  the  intelligent,  and  to  the  hands  that  desire  to  cultivate  and 
exploit  the  country." 

Following,  Minister  Loom  is  spoke,  dwelling  upon  the  great 
influence  that  this  occasion  would  have  upon  the  commercial  future 
of  the  two  nations;  declaring  it  the  most  important  step  that  had 
been  taken  in  the  direction  of  increasing  the  commercial  relations 
of  the  world  since  Commodore  Perry  sailed  for  Japan,  placing 
that  country  in  intimate  communication  with  the  world. 

Note. — Minister  Loomis's  report,  in  detail,  of  the  ceremonies  incident  to  the 
inauguration  of  the  sample  warehouse  in  Caracas  has  been  received  by  the 
Department  of  State,  and  is  published  in  full  in  the  advance  sheets  of  the  United 
States  Consular  Reports  for  April.  It  is  regretted  that  the  report  was  not 
received  in  time  for  publication  in  the  current  number  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin. 

CARACAS  TRAMWAY  SYSTEM. 

The  "Trade  Miscellany"  of  the  February  Bulletin  contains 
a  notice  to  the  effect  that  the  concession  which  was  granted  in 
July,  1896,  for  installing  an  electric  tramway  system  in  the  city 
of  Cara9as,  had  been  declared  forfeited,  owing  to  the  failure  oi 
the  concessionnaires  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  concession. 

The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  Mr.  Eugenic 
Mendoza,  manager  of  the  said  enterprise,  stating  that  the  conces- 
sion has  not  only  not  been  forfeited,  but  that  on  October  25, 1897^ 
an  extension  for  fifteen  years  was  granted,  terminating  in  1915' 
with  authority  to  use  electric  power. 


COFFEE  CULTURE  IN  THE  HAWAIIAN 

ISLANDS. 

The  advance  sheets  of  the  United  States  Consular  Reports 
February,  1898,  contain  an  extended  report  on  the  above  subject 
made  by  William  Haywood,  United  States  Consul-General  ^ 
the  Hawaiian  Islands.  The  report  embodies  an  estimate  of  tl^ 
cost  of  coffee  production  in  those  islands,  issued  from  the  foreign 
office  of  the  Government.     This  estimate  and  the  observation^ 
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Haywood  are  published  as  being  of  interest  to  persons 
!d  in  coffee  growing  in  American  countries. 

bllowing  estimate  is  taken  from  a  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Hawaiian 
office  for  a  plantation  of  loo  acres,  75  acres  planted  in  coffee  from  the 
:he  seventh  year,  when  it  is  estimated  that  the  crops  will  pay  back  the 

outlay  and  leave  a  balance.      This  pamphlet  was  published  in   1896, 
St  have  been  based  on  very  few  positive  facts,  yet  an  examination  of 
rviews  I  have  had  can  not  fail  to  impress  the  reader  that  the  estimated 
s  been  fully  carried  out.      The  only  criticism  I  wish  to  make  is  that  an 

of  $1,200  per   year   is  charged    for   salary   of  manager   and  nothing 

for  living  expenses  of  owner.  In  the  first  place  I  do  not  believe  a 
nt  manager  can  be  obtained  for  $1,200  per  annum  to  manage  75  acres 
:  and  produce  the  crop  stated.  If  the  owner  is  his  own  manager  the 
allowed  will  be  sufficient  for  his  own  support  and  the  occasional  employ- 

a  competent  man  to  supervise  the  more  important  work,  such  as  plant- 
It  will  be  seen  that  this  estimate  calls  for  $18,000  capital. 

i  of  cost  oj  establishing  and  maintaining  a  coffee  plantation  of  75 
acres ^  from  the  first  to  the  seventh  year. 

FIRST    YEAR. 

c  of  100  acres  of  Government  land  at  $10  per  acre. .  $1,000 

r's  house  and  water  tank   600 

*s  quarters  and  water  tank 350 

J  50  acres  of  land,  at  $20  per  acre 1,000 

300 

e  of  65,000  one-year-old  coffee  plants  at  $5  per  thou- 

••• 325 

holing,  and  planting  50  acres 600 

r's  salary,  one  year 1,200 

f  six  Japanese,  one  year,  at  $1  5  per  month 1,080 

e  of  tools  and  starting  nursery 500 

$6,955 

SECOND    YEAR, 

r's  salary 1,200 

six  Japanese 1,080 

ibor,  lining,  holing,  and  planting  25  acres 300 

J 500 

3,080 

10,035 

THIRD    YEAR. 

r's  salary 1,200 

nine  Japanese 1 ,620 

shed  and  drying  house 500 

with  engine  and  boiler 500 

Bnll.  No.  10 4 
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Extra  help  for  picking,  pulping,  and  drying  20,000  pounds  of 

coffee  from  50  acres,  at  4  cents  per  pound $800 

Hulling,  polishing,  and  grading  20,000  pounds  of  coffee,  at  1  cent.  200 

Sundries  (bags,  freight,  etc) 250 

*5 

CREDIT. 

By  sale  of  20,000  pounds  of  coffee,  at  1 8  cents 3 

11 

FOURTH    YEAR. 

Manager's  salary 1,200 

Labor,  nine  Japanese 1,620 

Extra  labor  picking,  pulping,  and  drying — 

50,000  pounds  of  coffee  from  50  acres,  at  4  cents  per  pound .  2,000 

10,000  pounds  from  25  acres  (three-year-old  trees) 400 

Hulling,  polishing,  and  grading  60,000  pounds,  at  1  cent 600 

Sundries  (bags,  freight,  etc.) 400 

6 

CREDIT. 

By  sale  of  60,000  pounds  of  coffee,  at  1 8  cents 10 

6 

FIFTH  YEAR. 

Manager's  salary 1,200 

Labor,  nine  Japanese 1,620 

Picking,  pulping,  and  drying  60,000  pounds  of  coffee  from  50 

acres  and  25,000  pounds  from  25  acres,  at  4  cents 3A^^ 

Hulling,  polishing,  and  grading  85,000  pounds,  at    1  cent   per 

pound 850 

Sundries   (bags,  freight,  etc.) 500 

7'. 

CREDIT. 

By  sale  of  85,000  pounds  of  coffee  at  18  cents 15 

Balance  on  hand 

SIXTH    YEAR. 

Manager's  salary 1 ,200 

Labor,  nine  Japanese 1,620 
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eking,  pulping,  and  drying  75,000  pounds  of  coffee  from  50 
acres,  and  25,000  pounds  from  25  acres,  100,000  pounds,  at 
4  cents ^,000 

lulling,  polishing,  and  grading  100,000  pounds,  at  1  cent  ....       1,000 

Sundries  (bags,  freight,  etc.) 1,000 

$8,820 

CREDIT. 

Jv  sale  of  1 00,000  pounds  of  coffee,  at  1 8  cents 1 8,000 

Balance  on  hand 10,085 

SEVENTH    YEAR. 

lanager's  salary 1,200 

•abor,  twelve  Japanese 2, 1 60 

icking,  pulping,  and  drying  1 25,000  pounds  of  coffee,  at  4  cents .  5,000 

lulling,  polishing,  and  grading  125,000  pounds,  at  1  cent. . . .  1,250 

undries  (bags,  freight,  etc.) 1,200 

10,810 

CREDIT. 

y  sale  of  125,000  pounds  of  coffee,  at  18  cents 22,500 

Balance  to  credit  of  plantation  at  end  of  seventh  year 21,775 


ELECTRICAL  APPARATUS  IN  LATIN-AMERICA. 

In  this  age  of  development  of  the  uses  of  electricity  in  its 
^ried  forms,  the  United  States  is  not  behind,  but  is,  indeed,  in 
dvance  of  all  other  countries  in  extending  its  manufactures 
f  that  kind  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  This  statement  is  espe- 
^^Uy  applicable  to  Latin-American  countries. 

Recently,  companies  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  electrical 
Pparatus  have  been  called  upon  for  the  installation  of  a  plant  in 
^per  works  in  Brazil  and  for  a  large  equipment  for  the  San 
^afecl  Mills  in  Mexico.  At  San  Ildefonso,  near  the  city  oi 
Mexico,  a  plant  built  by  United  States  manufacturers,  with  a 
Opacity  of  1,000  horsepower,  is  soon  to  be  inaugurated.  In  addi- 
*on  to  those  named,  a  number  of  other  modern  plants  have  been, 
^nd  are  to  be  very  soon  established  in  Mexico. 

The  city  of  Valparaiso,  Chile,  has  invited  bids  from  several 
'^mpanies  in  the  United  States  for  establishing  a  general  electric 
^ghting  and  power  plant  in  that  city.  The  awarding  of  this  con- 
^ct  alone  means  the  shipping  of  approximately  $  1 50,000  worth 
^f  electrical  machinery. 
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INTERNATIONAL  AMERICAN   BANK. 

The  United  States  Congress  has  now  under  consideration  a 
bill  to  create  an  international  Pan-American  bank.  This  ven 
commendable  scheme  is  being  strongly  advocated  by  the  National 
Association  of  Manufacturers,  and  has  received  the  unanimous 
sanction  of  that  body. 

Briefly  stated,  the  bank  will  be  conducted  on  much  the  same 
plan  as  other  international  banks,  such  as  the  London  and  River 
Plate,  the  Credit  Lyonnais,  and  the  Hongkong  and  Shanghai 
Bank  of  London.  The  principal  headquarters  will  be  in  New 
York  and  Washington,  with  branches  in  the  principal  cities  of  the 
Latin-American  Republics.  The  proposed  capital  is  $5,000,000, 
which,  it  is  intended,  shall  be  held  entirely  by  capitalists  of  the 
American  continent. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  at  present  there  exists  no  American 
bank  in  either  Central  or  South  America,  and  that  foreign 
exchanges  can  be  made  only  through  European  cities,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  see  at  what  disadvantages  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  with  these  countries  is  placed. 

The  following  is  the  report  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  com- 
mittee having  the  bill  in  charge  : 

Your  committee  believes  that  there  is  no  field  of  inquiry  falling  within  tw 
province  of  this  conference  for  the  extension  of  inter- American  commerce  more 
fundamentally  important  than  that  of  international  American  banking,  and  that, 
in  fact,  the  future  of  the  commercial  relations  between  North,  South,  and  Ceo- 
tral  America  will  depend  as  largely  upon  the  complete  and  prompt  dcvclopmMi 
of  international  banking  facilities  as  upon  any  other  single  condition  whatever. 
In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  question  of  the  mechanism  of  cxchanet 
is  secondary,  if  at  all,  only  to  the  question  of  the  mechanism  of  transportation. 


NIAGARA  PAN-AMERICAN  EXPOSITION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  in   New  York  City 
recently,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  holding  the  Pan-American 
Exposition,  which  was  to  have  been  opened  at  Niagara  Falls  in 
the  summer  of  1899,  to  a  time  in  the  future  when  the  condition 
of  national  affairs  would  be  more  propitious  for  the  enterprise. 
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There  is  at  present  a  bill  before  Congress  approving  of  the  propo- 
sition to  hold  the  Exposition  in  the  summer  of  1901. 

The  reasons  for  the  postponement  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  reso- 
lutions published  below,  as  adopted  at  the  New  York  meeting: 

Whereas  tkc  progress  made  by  the  Pan-American  Exposition  Company  in 
developing  the  plans  for  holding  the  Pan-American  Exposition  and  the  interest 
with  which  those  plans  have  been  received  in  high  official  circles  of  the  United 
States  Government  satisfies  us  that  the  project  will  receive  at  the  proper  time 
such  governmental  aid  as  will  assure  its  success  upon  the  broadest  international 
lines;  and 

Whereas  international  questions  of  momentous  and  overshadowing  importance^ 
involving  possibilities  of  war  to  the  nation,  now  absorb  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress, thereby  rendering  the  procuring  of  suitable,  sufficient,  and  timely  appro- 
priations for  the  purpose  of  the  proposed  exposition  extremely  doubtful,  if  not 
absolutely  impossible;  and 

Whereas  the  time  remaining  in  which  properly  to  call  the  matter  to  the  attention 
of  the  foreign  governments  whom  it  has  been  intended  to  invite  to  participate 
in  the  exposition  has  ^hus  been  unavoidably  curtailed  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
render  the  possibility  of  their  general  participation  extremely  remote,  notwith- 
standmg  the  great  and  very  general  evidences  of  interest  with  which  the  repre- 
sentatives of  said  governments  have  greeted  the  project  almost  from  its  very 
inception;  and 

Whereas  it  is  our  view  that  the  project  should  not  proceed  in  any  other  man- 
^^f  than  as  a  national  and  international  exposition,  promoted  and  participated 
^^  upon  the  broadest  lines  by  all  the  Govermnents  of  the  New  World;  and 

Whereas  it  has  been  suggested  by  the  representatives  at  Washington  of  more 
^^an  one  of  the  foreign  Governments  to  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  enter- 
prise that  under  all  existing  circumstances  it  might  be  better  to  postpone  the  time 
0^  holding  the  exposition  to  the  year  1901,  when  the  exhibits  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can Governments  could  without  difficulty  be  secured  here  for  an  exhibition  from 
^Hc  Paris  Exposition  to  be  held  in  1900;  and 

Whereas  it  is  our  belief  that  a  project  to  such  great  interest  of  all  the  coun- 
tries concerned  should  not  be  permitted  to  lapse  or  be  abandoned :  Now,  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  time  of  holding  the  Pan-American  Exposition  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  postponed  to  and  until  the  year  1901. 
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BRITISH    MISSION   TO   SOUTH    AMERICA, 

Mention  was  made  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  February,  of 
the  fact  that  a  commission,  acting  under  the  auspices  of  the 
British  Government,  would  be  dispatched  to  South  America  to 
investigate  the  trade  conditions  existing  in  the  various  countries, 
with  a  view  to  further  extending  British  trade  in  that  direction. 

The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  a  communication  of  recent  date 
from  Hon.  Henry  L.  Wilson,  United  States  minister  to  Chile, 
containing  the  information  that  Mr.  George  Worthington,  a 
member  of  the  commission,  has  arrived  in  Valparaiso. 

Minister  Wilson  states  that  the  instructions  issued  to  the  com- 
missioner are  very  comprehensive,  and  that  he  is  directed  to  make 
a  thorough  study  of  the  trade  conditions  of  Chile,  as  well  as  of  the 
other  principal  South  American  countries,  the  habits  and  tastes  of 
the  people,  prevailing  prices,  facilities  for  transportation,  and  all 
pertinent  matters.    He  is  also  instructed  to  make  such  suggestions 
of  changes  and  improvements  in  the  trade  methods  of  Great  Brit- 
ain as  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  increase  her  trade  with  those 
countries.     The  importance  attached    to   this    mission,  and  the 
authority  given  it  indicate  the  active  efforts  that  are  being  made 
to  expand  English  trade  with  South  America. 


TEXTILE   INDUSTRIES   IN   SPANISH   AMERIC^'^ 

The  information  published  below,  covering  textile  industries  ^^ 
South  America  and  Mexico,  as  well  as  imports  in  this  line  '\xc^ 
the  various  countries,  was  compiled  (at  the  request  of  a  trac^ 
journal  in  Charlotte,  N.  C.)  by  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce 
Department  of  State,  from  which  a  copy  has  been  received  b^ 
the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics. 

MEXICO. 

According  "to  Les  Finances  des  Etats  Unis  Mexicains," by 
Prosper  Gloner,  Berlin,  1896,  there  existed  in  Mexico  at  the 
time  these  statistics  were  collected  98  factories  of  cotton  goods 
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ind  23  woolen  factories,  representing  a  value  in  machinery  and 
)uildings  of  $17,392,786  (Mexican  silver).  There  were  em- 
)loyed  21,963  workmen,  and  370,570  spindles  and  12,454100ms 
vere  in  operation.  The  annual  production  was  3,890,300  pieces 
)f  ordinary  white  cotton ;  2,077,825  pieces  of  percales,  muslins, 
*tc.;  1 88,500  coverlets,  and  322,975  carpets,  rugs,  etc.  There  is 
I  large  factory  of  jute  at  Orizaba. 

Imports  into  Mexico  in  1896  were:  Great  Britain,  ;^8l4,397; 
Germany,  $951,524;  France,  $1,610,600;  Belgium,  $14,282; 
United  States,  $814,094. 

COLOMBIA. 

In  the  "  Commercial  Directory"  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Ameri- 
can Republics  the  statement  is  made  that  in  Cauca  common 
cotton  and  woolen  cloths  are  manufactured.  In  Cundimarca, 
Boyaca,  Antioquia,  and  Bolivar  some  manufacturing  in  these 
lines  is  done.  In  Santander  there  are  made  in  large  quantities 
handkerchiefs,  cotton  counterpanes,  table  cloths,  towels,  ham- 
mocks, hemp  sacks,  etc. 

The  imports  of  textiles  in  1896  were :  Great  Britain  ;^  1,04 1,838; 
France,  $1,439,000;  United  States,  $169,941.  There  is  no 
tatement  of  the  trade  with  Germany  or  Belgium. 

VENEZUELA. 

Imports  of  textiles  into  Venezuela  in  1896  were:  Great  Brit- 
in,  ^654,967;  Germany,  $487,662;  France,  $85,499;  United 
states,  $702,541.  There  is  no  statement  available  as  to  local 
J^nufactures. 

BRAZIL. 

A  report  from  the  late  Minister  Thompson,  printed  in  Commercial 
R^elations,  1895-96,  says  that  there  are  numerous  cotton  mills  in 
^c  country  producing  low  grades  of  goods.  Several  are  at 
Metropolis.  The  Cachoeira  factory  in  Alagoas,  which  has  been 
^  operation  three  years,  paid  in  the  first  year  a  dividend  of  48 
P^r  cent;  in  the  second  year  50  per  cent,  and  in  the  third  year  40 
Per  cent.  It  has  480  operatives,  and  produced  last  year  122,783 
pieces  of  cotton  cloth.    The  machinery  cost  364,445  milreis  *  (tak- 

•The  milreis  is  equal  in  value  to  14  cents  U.  S.  currency. 
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ing  the  value  of  the  milreis  at  20  cents,  $72,889) ;  the  buildings 
for  the  factory,  192,000  milreis;  the  houses  for  operatives,  51,000 
milreis,  and  sundry  appurtenances,  17,378  milreis.  The  enter- 
prise is  protected  by  an  export  duty  on  raw  cotton  and  heavy 
import  duties  on  cotton  fabrics. 

The  following  statistics  of  imports  of  textiles  for  1893  arc 
from  the  ''  Commercial  Directory "  above  referred  to,  and  from 
German  official  statistics : 

From  Great  Britain $20, 100, 210 

From  United  States i,  512, 248 

From  France .^ 3, 103, 171 

From  Germany 5, 150, 600 

URUGUAY. 

Imports  of  textiles  into  Uruguay  in  1896  were:  Great  Britain, 
;^8 14,351;  Germany,  $870,128;  France,  $432,200;  Belgium, 
$59,863;  United  States,  $179,856.  There  is  no  statement  as  to 
local  factories. 

ARGENTINE    REPUBLIC. 

In  a  report  from  Buenos  Ay  res,  printed  in  Consular  Reports 
for  April,  1896,  the  consul  says  that  the  textile  industries  have, 
as  yet,  scarcely  a  foothold  in  the  country.  There  is  one  large 
woolen  plant  in  Buenos  Ayres,  which  turns  out  blankets,  flannels* 
and  cloth  for  soldiers'  clothing.  There  are  several  establishments 
for  the  production  of  knit  goods.  The  amount  of  woolen,  cotton 
and  linen  fabrics  annually  imported  averages  $30,000,000. 

A  report  from  Minister  Buchanan  (Consular  Reports,  April' 
1897),  gives  the  following  figures  as  to  the  imports  of  textiles  ^'^ 
1896  from  foreign  countries  in  kilos  of  2.2046  pounds,  tt^^ 
values  being  given  below  : 


United  States  . . . 
United  Kingdom 

Germany 

France  

Belgium 

Italy 


Kilograms. 


616,  724 
12,644,750 
I,  635,  240 
I,  263,  890 
1,113,430 
1,991,888 


Value. 


$316.  ^ 
;f3,oi6,2gC^ 
$2, 9^3, 6or 
$3,352,796' 

$970. 790 


The  values  are  from  official  statistics  of  the  several  countries, 
none  being  available  for  Italy. 
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PARAGUAY.  \ 

he  imports  in  1896  were:  Great  Britain,  ;^3,48i;  Germany, 
,610;  none  from  the  United  States  or  France. 

CHILE. 

he  imports  of  textiles  from  Great  Britain  in  1 895  were  valued 
;arly  ^^700,000;  those  from  the  United  States  at  $682,542; 
I  Germany,  at  $2,832,200;  from  Belgium  (1896),  at  $150,- 
;  from  France  (1896),  $1,216,200.  There  is  no  statement 
lable  as  to  local  manufactures. 

BOLIVIA. 

he  "Commercial  Directory,"  above  referred  to,  gives  the  value 
Tiports  of  textiles,  via  the  custom-house  of  La  Paz,  in  1895  as 
8,381 ;  the  imports  of  textiles  via  MoUendo,  Peru,  amounted  to 
,977  kilograms  (the  kilo  equals  2.2046  pounds).  The  imports 
>ugh  Antofagasta,  Chile,  were  2,820,713  kilos;  through 
piza,  $5,440.  There  is  no  statement  as  to  local  textile  indus^ 
5.  The  imports  of  cotton  goods  from  the  United  States 
)unted  to  $2,000  in  1896.  Imports  of  textiles  from  Germany 
e  valued  in  the  same  year  at  $187,733.  The  imports  from 
at  Britain,  Belgium,  and  France  are  not  given  in  the  official 
istics  of  those  countries. 

PERU. 

^  Belgian  consular  report  says  that  there  are  two  cotton  fac- 
fs  in  Peru.  The  Peruvian  Cotton  Manufacturing  Company, 
'ted,  at  Vitarte,  has  a  capital  of  ;^  130,000,  and  was  founded  in 
/•  It  manufactures  ecru  goods,  and  has  an  output  of  2,500,000 
■^rs  (1  meter  equals  1  yard  and  3.37  inches)  annually.  The 
>ricade  Tejidos  de  Algodon  is  at  lea.  The  capital  is  ^10,000, 
it  is  also  employed  in  making  ecru  goods.  There  are  three 
'1  factories:  The  Santa  Catalina,  at  Lima;  the  Lucre,  at  Cuzco, 
the  Urcon,  in  the  department  of  Ancachs. 
Jie  imports  of  textiles  in  1896  were :  Great  Britain,  ;^687,354; 
nany,  $994,462 ;  Belgium,  $14,382;  France,  $63,400 ;  United 
?s,  $141,861. 
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ECUADOR. 


Cotton  cloths,  says  the  "  Commercial  Directory,"  are  made  in 
private  houses  and  small  workshops.  There  is  a  small  woolen  mill 
at  Chillo.  The  imports  of  textiles  in  1896  were:  Great  Britain, 
^284,684;  Germany,  $235,858;  France,  $7,070:  United  States, 
$53,000. 


TRADE    MISCELLANY. 

ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

From  official  statistics  it   is  learned  that  in  the  vcar 
Railway  Oonstmction.  ' . 

1897  there  were  opened  to  traffic  in  the  Argentine 
Republic  588  miles  of  new  railway,  as  compared  with  only  70  miles  in  1896  and 
304  miles  in  1895.  Of  the  lines  completed  in  1897,  only  45  miles  arc  narrow 
gauge.  The  activity  in  construction  during  the  year  is  found  to  have  been 
confined  almost  wholly  to  the  southern  provinces.  The  city  of  Buenos  Ayres 
at  present  has  240  miles  of  tramway  lines  in  operation. 

The  attention  of  the  tanners  of  the  United  States  has 

The  Quebracho  Indaatry. 

not  been  drawn  to  the  value  of  quebracho  to  the  extent 
to  which  it  is  appreciated  in  Europe,  where  it  is  now  systematically  used  by  a 
large  number  of  tanners,  g"^^^*^^^  grows  in  the  greatest  abundance  in  the 
Argentine,  large  quantities  of  it  being  also  found  in  Paraguay.  As  an  article 
of  export  its  importance  increases  yearly,  because  its  value  as  an  ingredient  to 
mix  with  other  tanning  solutions  is  being  recognized  by  the  trade.  Its  tanning 
properties,  as  compared  with  oak  bark,  is  as  follows:  Quebracho,  12  percent; 
oak  bark,  10  per  cent.  The  main  expense  in  obtaining  this  wood  is  in  its  cut- 
ting and  transport  to  point  of  embarkation.  Being  the  hardest  variety  of  wood 
known,  its  cutting  necessitates  the  use  of  tools  of  a  special  quality.  \Vhcn 
used  for  tanning  purposes,  it  is  cut  into  blocks  5  or  6  feet  long,  and  then  sliced 
by  a  circular  saw  into  pieces  3  inches  in  thickness.  These  sections  are  placed 
in  a  machine,  wherein  a  steel  plate  studded  with  numerous  teeth  revolves  with 
great  rapidity,  cutting  up  the  quebracho  into  a  coarse  sawdust,  k  is  then  ready 
for  use  in  tanneries. 

BRAZIL. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Milan,  following  si^^" 

Direct  Trade  with  Italy.     ,  ,         ,         ,      -r-r    .      i  ^  ^  n  •    ■     tnA 

lar  action  taken  by  the  United  States,  Great  Bntain,a»" 
other  countries,  is  endeavoring  io  increase  direct  trade  between  Italy  andBra^w* 
and  other  countries  of  South  America.  From  the  "  Monitcur  Officicl  du  Co©' 
merce"  (Paris),  February  13,  it  is  learned  that  Mr.  Maldifani,  Director  01  "^^ 
Commercial  Museums  of  Milan,  will  be  dispatched  to  Brazil  to  study  the  0^ 
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ans  for  making  direct  exportation  of  merchandise,  instead  of,  as  now,  via 
ris  and  Hamburg. 

mdary  Line  with  Piwich  during  the  month  of  February  past  the  French  Cham- 
Guiana,  ^jgj.  named  a  commission  for  the  examination  of  a  law 
proved  and  concluded  on  April  10,  1897,  between  the  French  Govern- 
ent  and  the  Government  of  Brazil,  having  for  its  object  the  final  determination, 
^  means  of  arbitration,  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  Republic  of  Brazil 
^d  French  Guiana.  The  personnel  of  the  commission  is  as  follows :  Comte  de 
ANjuiNAis,  Messrs.  Fleury-Ravarin,  Isambard,  Th^oph.le  Goujon,  Deloncle, 

AAC,  SiBILLE,  Le    MyRE  DE  ViLERS,   FlOURENS,   LeMOIGNE,   and  AUDIFFRED.        M. 

I  Myre  de  Vilers  was  chosen  president  of  the  commission,  and  M.  Isaac 
:rctary. 

Miactum  of  Freight  Ratea       ^^  ^  communication,  dated    Petropolis,  January  28, 
on  Floor.  1898,  Minister  Conger  advises  the  Department  of  State 

at  by  a  recent  decree  the  freight  discrimination  against  United  States  flour 
s  been  abolished.  The  reduction  extends  also  to  articles  of  first  necessity, 
umcrated  as  follows :  Wheat  flour,  rice,  beans,  meal,  fresh  vegetables,  bacon, 
iblc  roots,  raw  sugar,  and  ordinary  salt.  The  scale  of  rates  and  charges  on 
e  Central  Railway  of  Brazil,  which  is  specified  in  the  decree,  is:  Up  to  100 
lometers  (62.41  miles),  90  reis  per  kilogram  (0.012  cent  per  2.2046  pounds); 
im  101  to  300  kilometers  (186.4  miles),  60  reis  per  kilogram  (0.008  cent  per 
2046  pounds) ;  from  301  and  above,  40  reis  per  kilogram  (0.005  ^^^^  P^^ 
2046  pounds). 

In   accordance  with   the  provisions  contained   in   the 

rbt-honae  and  Dock  Dues.        ,  -  1  •         t»        .i- 

budget  for  1898,  all  vessels  entering  Brazilian  ports  will 

'  required  to  pay  the  light-house  and  dock  duties  in  gold  instead  of,  as  for- 

erly,  in  the  currency  of  the  country.     The  extra  tax  of  10  per  cent  hereto- 

Tc  levied  upon  all  vessels  will  in  future  be  applicable  to  foreign  ships  only. 

By  a  decree,  dated  December  24.  last,  the  tax  of  2^ 
IX  on  Bank  DiTidende,  etc.         ^  .    .  t  *  /3 

per  cent  on  the  dividends  of  banks,  stock  companies,  and 
Kriecies  established  in  Brazil,  is  applicable  not  only  to  such  institutions  as  have 
^cir  headquarters  in  the  Federal  capital,  but  to  all  such  corporations  doing 
Qsiness  in  the  Republic. 

CHILE. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  has  promulf»ated,  under 
Textile  Mannfactnre.  . 

date  of  January  3,  1898,  a  decree  which  recently  passed 

"^c  National  Congress,  by  which  free  entry  is  permitted  of  cotton  yarns  and  of 
^e  tools  and  machinery  necessary  for  their  manufacture  into  cloth.     This  law, 
'^kich  has  for  its  object  the  development  of  the  textile  industry  in  Chile  will 
^ain  operative  until  1920. 

^•nient  of  American  Goal      The  "Manufacturer,'^  published   in   Philadelphia,   in 
andOoke.  jj5  jgg^^  q£  March   5,  1898,  states    that   a   steel  barque 

cccntly  sailed  from  Baltimore  for  Coquimbo,  with  a  cargo  of  coal  and  coke. 
Tic  coke  is  to  be  used  in  copper   and  silver  smelters  in  the   neighborhood  of 
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Coquimbo.      It  is  stated  that  this  is  the  first  shipment  of  the  kind  to  leave  Bali 

more  for  any  Chilean   port.      The  coal   fields  of  southern  Chile  are  very  cxtci 

sive,  and  have  been  worked  on  a  considerable  scale  for  a  great  many  years,  bi 

notwithstanding  this,  the  main  supplies  of  coal  are  brought  from   England  at 

Australia  as  ballast  for  vessels   looking  for  return  cargoes.      The  Chilean  artic 

is  altogether   bituminous  and  well   adapted  for  ocean  steamers,  railroads,  stam 

ing  plants,  and  also  for  the  manufacture  of  gas.      One  serious  drawback  to  i 

production   has  been  the  lack  of  reliable  native  labor.      Numerous  expcrimcn 

have  been  made  of  introducing  European  miners,  but  they  have  never  met  wi 

any  degree  of  success,  foreign  labor  being  found    to  be  much  more  expcnsi' 

than  native. 

Development  of  Magai-         According  to  a  report  made  by  Sefior  GuERitERo  Bao 
lanes.  jj^^^  ^j^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  Government  of  Chile  to  rcpo 

upon  the  trade  conditions  existing  it  the  Territory  of  Magallanes,  it  is  learnt 
that  there  has  been  a  remarkable  development  in  that  remote  part  of  the  rcpubli 
The  commercial  development  began  in  1877  with  the  introduction  of  500  shc< 
from  the  Falkland  Islands.  Sefior  BacuRan  now  estimates  the  stock  and  improv 
ments  in  the  territory  as  follows:  Cattle,  $615,360;  horses,  $366,520;  shcc 
$4,557,830;  wire  fencing,  $777,374;  buildings,  $1,250,458,  and  industri 
establishments,  $133,000.  The  exportation  of  wool  in  1896  amounted 
3,205,663  pounds.  In  the  same  year  70,000  frozen  mutton  carcases  wc 
exported,  and  it  is  stated  on  good  authority  that  this  latter  industry  promises 
most  important  and  profitable  development. 

InToiccB  and  Bills  of  Lad-     Consul  Caples,  under  date  of  Valparaiso,  January  2 
*"*'  1898,  forwards  to  the  Department  of  State  the  follow'ii 

regulations  on  the  subject  of  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  covering  goods  destin* 
for  Chilean  ports : 

(1)  Bills  of  lading  of  vessels  arriving  at  the  ports  of  the  Republic  must  I 
certified  by  Chilean  consuls  at  the  ports  of  departure. 

(2)  At  the  time  of  presenting  detailed  manifests  in  the  custom-house,  the 
must  be  accompanied  by  detailed  invoices  of  the  goods,  certified  by  the  respec 
tive  Chilean  consuls,  or,  in  default  of  this,  by  the  consul  of  a  friendly  nation 
The  consuls  shall  remit  by  first  mail  a  copy  of  the  certified  invoices  to  th< 
chief  of  customs  in  Valparaiso. 

(3)  The  omission  of  the  consular  certificate  in  any  of  the  documents  men- 
tioned in  the  preceding  articles  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  three  times  the 
value  of  the  tariff  established  by  the  consular  law  of  March  4,  1897,  in  »^ 
twentieth  article,  shall  be  recovered  by  the  custom-house. 

(4)  This  act  shall  go  into  effect  three  months  after  promulgation  for  con- 
sulates in  South  America  and  six  months  after  for  all  others. 

COSTA  RICA. 

Indnetriai  and  Financial         The  Costa  Rica  line  of  Steamers  between  New  OrlcanJ 

''°**"'  and  Limon  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  acquisition 

of  two  new  good  and  larger  steamers,  the  Alpes   and   the  Andes.     They  carry 
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e  British  flag,  and  will  sail  weekly,  Fridays,  from  New  Orleans  and  Limon 
spec  lively. 

The  Costa  Rica  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company  having  been  organized  in 
>ndon  with  a  capital  of  ;^i 30,000,  the  "New  York  Journal  of  Commerce" 
ys  in  its  issue  of  April  4  that  the  advices  are  that  a  general  electric  business 
ill  be  carried  on  in  that  Republic.  They  propose  to  build  a  number  of  light 
ilways  and  install  electric  lighting  and  power  plants.  x\s  the  undertaking  was 
aly  concluded  on  the  10th  ultimo  no  other  particulars  are  available  for  the  pres- 
ttt.  It  is  believed  that  on  account  of  the  proximity  of  Costa  Rica  to  the  United 
tates,  most  of  the  material  the  company  may  require  will  be  purchased  in  this 
larket.  Another  advantage  in  favor  of  the  American  manufacturers  of  electrical 
lachinery  and  material  is  the  low  price  at  which  such  goods  are  being  turned 
ut,  and  the  high  grade  and  reputation  they  enjoy.  Three  electrical  plants  are 
ready  established  in  Costa  Rica,  and  the  principal  one  has  consolidated  with 
le  Costa  Rica  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company. 

According  to  information  published  by  the  "London  (England)  Financial 
CW8,"  the  funds  required  for  the  service  of  the  Costa  Rica  external  debt 
crc  ready  in  London  since  February  last  and  the  payment  of  interest  due  on 
pril  1  was  promptly  made. 

GUATEMALA. 

In   a  report   dated   March   5,    1898,    Consul-General 

Beaupr^  gives  the  gratifying  information  that  trade  and 
>nimercc  in  Guatemala  are  reviving.  The  coffee  crop  will  be  very  much  larger 
ian  was  expected  and  the  price  is  advancing.  Shipments  from  the  ports  up  to 
iis  date  have  averaged  considerably  more  than  at  the  same  time  last  year.  The 
^rge  coffee  crop  and  higher  prices  insure  an  improved  financial  condition  in  the 
i'Cpublic. 

MEXICO. 

^  Under  date  of  Ciudad  Juarez,  January  2 c,  1808,  Consul 

Charles  W.  Kindmck  informs  the  Department  of  State  of 

^c  formal  inauguration  of  the  Rio  Grande,  Sierra  Madre  and  Pacific  Railroad. 

'  ^c  length  of  the  line  as  at  present  operated  is  150  miles,  from  the  City  of  Juarez 

^  Casas  Grandes^  in  the  State  of  Chihuahua.     The  road  is  projected  to  a  point 

^  the  Gulf  of  California,  in  the  State  of  Sonora.      The  enterprise  originated 

>mc  years  ago  with  a  party  of  United  States  capitalists,  who  own  the  principal 

Merest.     It  opens  up  a  section,  rich  in  mineral  and  other  resources,  hitherto 

''lost  inaccessible.     According  to  Consul  Kindrick,  the  lumber  interest  in  the 

•fra  Madre  Mountains  is  yet  in  its  infancy  and  at  present  only  supplies  the 

^^  demand,  but  it  is  capable  of  immense  development.     The  district  from 

^ich  the  road  draws  produces  annually  about  100,000  head  of  cattle. 

The  Department  of  State  is  informed  by  United  States 
'tuple  Room  for  Products.  ^  ,    -  -  ,         ,  .  -  «       1 

Consul   Macill,   under  date  of  January   20,    1898,  that 

Cre  is  a  room  in  the  consulate  at  Tampico  which  could  be  used  for  exhibiting 
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samples  of  United  States  merchandise  which  are  salable  in  the  markets  of 
Mexico,  such  as  breadstufFs,  soap,  cutlery,  writing  paper,  or  other  articles  casiljr 
handled.  "  If  manufacturers  desire  to  take  advantage  of  this,"  says  Mr.  Macill, 
"I  will  be  glad  to  invite  local  merchants  to  call  and  examine  the  articles,  and 
will  personally  represent  their  good  qualities  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  Of 
course,  any  charges  for  freight  or  delivery  should  be  prepaid."  The  Depart- 
ment of  State  has  approved  of  Consul  Magill's  suggestion,  and  has  authorized 
him  to  carry  it  into  effect  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  with  the  understanding 
that  all  expenses  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  firms  sending  samples,  and  that  no 
expense  whatever  shall  devolve  upon  the  consulate.  In  anticipation  of  the 
action  proposed  by  the  National  Association  of  Mauufacturers  to  establish  in 
Mexico,  as  elsewhere,  permanent  warehouses  for  the  exhibition  of  American 
manufactures  and  products,  the  scheme  as  suggested  by  Consul  Macill  would 
seem  to  recommend  itself  to  business  men  of  the  United  States  as  oreliminarr 
and  introductory  to  the  work  of  the  association. 

The  "Semana  Mercantil"  of  February  21,  1808,  has 

New  Oapitol  Bnilding.  /  »       y  » 

the  following  notice :  "  The  jury  which  has  to  pass  upon 
plans  submitted  in  competition  for  the  new  Legislative  Palace,  or  Capitol,  of 
Mexico  is  now  holding  its  sessions.  The  personnel  of  the  jury  is  as  follows: 
Engineers  (architects)  selected  by  the  competing  architects — Santiago  M^ndez, 
Juan  Acea,  Ramon  Agea,  and  Antonio  M.  Auza;  by  the  Senate  Chamber— 
Ignacio  de  la  Hidalga  ;  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies — Emilio  Dond^,  and  by 
the  Department  of  Communications  and  Public  Works — ^Jos£  Ramon  Ibarrou, 
who  acts  as  secretary.  Fifty-nine  sets  of  plans  have  been  submitted.  No  time 
has  been  set  for  the  jury  to  make  its  awards."  , 

A  correspondent  in  "  Resources  of  Modern  Countries," 

Tin  Deposits.  ... 

writing  from  Mexico,  conveys  the  information  that  there 
exists  in  various  portions  of  that  Republic  considerable  deposits  of  tin,  mostly  or 
the  Cornwall  grade.  These  deposits  are  found  in  the  States  of  Guanajuato, 
San  Luis  Potosi,  and  Sonora.  In  San  Luis  Potosi  the  granite  rocks  on  the 
summit  of  the  Sierra  de  la  Estafiera,  in  the  mining  district  of  Comanja,  contain 
tin  ore  in  abundance  and  very  rich,  some  of  it  yielding,  according  to  the  corre- 
spondent, from  70  to  75  per  cent  of  metal.  In  the  State  of  Durango  this  metal 
is  also  found  in  very  considerable  quantities,  which  if  properly  worked  could  hardly 
fail  to  give  large  returns,  the  ores  yielding  35  to  75  per  cent  of  metal,  mostly  m 
the  form  of  oxides. 

A  writer  in   the   "Furniture  Worker,"  published  m 
Trade  in  Mahoganjri  ...  .  c 

Cincinnati   and   Chicago,  says  that  in  consequence  01  a 

demand  for  more  expensive  styles  of  furniture  than  has  prevailed  for  many  y^^^' 
past,  the  market  for  mahogany  is  proportionately  increased.  A  most  excellent 
quality  of  this  wood  is  obtained  from  Mexico — from  Laguno  and  Tabasco. 
The  forests  there  are  very  dense,  and  mahogany  is  found  in  abundance.  »"^ 
wood  from  Mexico  is  capable  of  exceptionally  high  polish  and  makes  the  hand- 
somest furniture  now  on  the  market.  Previous  to  the  insurrection  in  Cuba  the 
tough  mahogany,  such  as  is  used  for  the  rockers  of  chairs,  came  from  that  island, 
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it  is  now  obtained  from  Santa  Ana,  Mexico,  and  makes  a  very  good  sub- 
ate  for  the  Cuban  article.  There  is  at  present  a  great  demand  in  the  Lon- 
i  market  for  this  wood,  and  the  prices  realized  are  very  high.  Since  June, 
)6,  the  axsivals  have  been  2,412  logs  from  Honduras,  200  from  Nicaragua, 
I  from  Tabasco,  852  from  Africa,  and  869  from  Cuba. 

PARAGUAY. 

nand  for  Decoiiioating      1"  *  recent  report  to  the  Foreign  Office,  the  British 
Machinery.  consul  at  Asunci6n,  Paraguay,  draws  attention    to  the 

mand  existing  in  that  country  for  decorticating  machinery.  There  is  a  vari- 
'  of  textile  plants  native  in  Paraguay,  which  only  require  proper  preparation 
be  converted  into  marketable  commodities.  The  Caraqueta,  a  species  of 
Id  pineapple,  is  one  of  many;  it  grows  in  profusion,  and  is  at  present  going  to 
stc.  The  same  may  be  said  with  reference  to  ramie.  The  cultivation  of 
s  last  named  plant  has  been  abandoned,  owing  to  the  imperfect  machinery 
lilable  for  its  development,  although  its  growth  in  Paraguay  has  been  most 
xessfiil. 

PERU. 

Consul    Dickey,  writine  from    Callao,   under  date  of 
•'^lailad  8tat98  Prodacts.  '  o 

January  12,  1898,  states  that  the  principal  United  States 
iclcs  imported  into  Peru  are  refined  petroleum,  lumber,  railroad  ties,  machin- 
^  (agricultural  and  mining),  lubricating  oil,  lard,  Florida  water,  paints,  rope, 
pcntine,  glassware,  rosin,  grease,  tools,  sewing  machines,  and  a  few  bicycles, 
le  lumber  and  railroad  ties  are  the  principal  imports  from  the  west  coast,  but 
'  Consul  quotes  a  large  shipment  of  wheat,  amounting  to  125,358  bushels, 
ich  arrived  from  San  Francisco  during  October,  1 897.  He  reports  this  cargo 
the  only  wheat  imported  into  Peru  from  the  United  States  in  the  last  four 
irs,  Chile  being  the  chief  source  of  supply  for  Peruvian  markets.  The  total 
ports  of  Chilean  wheat  into  Peru  during  the  year  1897  amounted  to  22,613,723 
Dgrams  (830,903  bushels).  In  the  opinion  of  the  Consul,  the  first  thing  to  be 
Qe  by  the  United  States  to  gain  the  trade  of  Peru  and  the  other  countries  on 
'  Pacific  coast  of  South  and  Central  America  is  to  establish  a  fast  line  of 
amers  from  San  Francisco. 

URUGUAY. 

Under  date  of  Montevideo,  February  4,  1898,  United 
States  Consul  Swalm  states  that  from  the  best  obtainable 
•ormation  it  is  estimated  that  the  wool  clip  of  Uruguay,  for  the  present  sea- 
*i,  will  amount  to  90,000  bales,  of  which  70,000  have  been  shipped  almost 
lolly  to  European  markets;  10,000  bales  are  yet  in  storehouse,  and  the 
Draining  10,000  bales  unmarketed.  The  slaughter  of  cattle  up  to  February  3 
*s  as  follows : 

Jmber  killed  to  that  date loi,  261 

imbcr  killed  same  period  in  1897 162,  882 

mnber  killed  same  period  in  1896 —  .  137, 002 
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Consul  SwALM  reports  the  wheat  crop  as  being  the  best  harvested  for  yc^^rs 
and  that  the  exportation  to  continental  markets  is  just  commencing. 
SnppTOMion  of  Extra  0u8.      ^  law  dated  January  11,  1896,  established  for  a  p»ei 
toms  Duty.  j^j  q£»  ^^^  years  in  Uruguay  certain  new  taxes,  not^^^ 

a  supplementary  duty  of  z^  per  cent  on  all  goods  imported  into  the  rcput^l* 
This  duty  was  abrogated  on  January  11,  1898,  by  the  expiration  of  the  Di" 
specified  for  its  continuance. 

VENEZUELA. 

The   United  States  Consul  at  Puerto  Cabello  st^t 

Brewery  at  Pnerto  Oabello.  . 

that  owing  to  the  recent  establishment  of  breweries^ 
Caracas,  Puerto  Cabello,  and  Maracaibo  the  importation  of  beer  has  reached 
mere  nominal  figure,  and  in  a  very  short  time  will  cease  entirely.     Large  qu  ^^ 
tities  were  formerly  imported  from  the  United  States,  England,  and  Gcrmax^] 
At  Puerto  Cabello  a  brewery  having  a  capacity  of  2,642  gallons  in  twcnty-fi>' 
hours  has  been  built,  containing  the  most  improved  machinery,  and  is  making 
most    excellent    quality    of  beer.     The   plant    cost    about   $200,000,   and 
owned    entirely    by    German    capitalists.      Brazil    has    also    embarked   in  cHi 
industry,  a  German  stock  company  with  a  capital  of  $3,500,000  having  hcc\ 
organized  at  Porto  Allegre,  Rio   Grande  do  Sul,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
breweries. 


WINE  PRODUCTION  OF  THE  AMERICAN  REPUBLICS. 

The  following  statement  of  the  production  of  wine  in  the  various  countries 
no  the  American  continent  is  taken  from  a  report  of  the  wine  production  of 
the  world  in  1897,  with  corresponding  figures  for  1896,  published  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  "  Moniteur  Vinicole" : 


United  States 

Mexico 

Argentine  Republic 

Chile 

Brazil 


Gallons. 


1897.  .         i^ 


25,234,000  !      14,960."^ 
1,320,000  1        1. 546. 000 


31,  680,  000 

61,600,000 
8,  580, 000 


34.980,000 
37,46(^000 

io,450'<»° 


BOLETiN  MENSUAL 

DE  LA 

OFICINA    DE    LAS    REPOBLICAS   AMERICANAS, 

Union  Internacional  de  Repubucas  Ambricanas. 
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RELACIONES  COMERCIALES  EN  AMERICA.— X* 

RIQUEZAS  INTERIORES  DE  LAS  ANTILLAS. 

Yaen  el  BoletIn  Mensual  correspondiente  al  mes  de  octubre 
de  1897,  ^^  hizo  referenda  a  las  favorables  condiciones  que  las 
Antillas  ofrecen  al  comercio  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  pues  su  posi- 
cion  geografica  hace  muy  facil  la  comunicacion  entre  los  puertos 
^orteamericanos  y  el  inmenso  archipielago  que  se  extiende  desde 
^  inmediaciones  de  la  Florida  hasta  cerca  de  la  costa  de  Vene- 
^^ela.  La  extension  territorial  de  todas  esas  islas  es  como  de 
92,270  millas  cuadradas  y  su  poblacion  se  calcula  en  unos  cinco 
^illones  de  habitantes. 

El  producto  principal  de  las  Antillas  es  el  azucar,  al  cual 
^'guen  en  importancia  el  tabaco  y  el  cafe,  pudiendo  decirse  que 
'^sta  hace  algunos  afios  no  existian  otros  que,  desde  el  punto  de 
^'sta  comercial,  merecieran  mencionarse ;  pero  de  algiin  tiempo  a 
*^sta  parte  se  ha  dedicado  bastante  atencion  a  otra  clase  de  pro- 
^^ctos,  tales  como  cacao,  maderas,  ron,  melaza,  fibras  vegetales, 
^^poTijas,  carey,  sal,  cueros  y  frutas  tropical  es. 

Elprimero  deesta  serie  de  articulos,  por  el  difunto  Director  Joseph  P.  Smith,  fu6 
P'Jblicadoen  el  BoLETfN  Mensual  correspondiente  al  mes  de  julio  de  1897.     Se  con- 
'^Qarila  publicaci6n  de  estos  articulos,  escritos  por  varios  colaboradores  y  de  con- 
^idadcon  el  plan  adoptado  por  el  mcncionado  Seflor  Smith. 

Bull.  No.  10 5  1717 
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Las  Antillas  constituyen,  como  es  bien  sabido,  una  regi 
agricola  por  excelencia,  y  sus  recursos  industriales  son  bastar 
limitados.  Lo  que  principalmente  exportan  son  los  produci 
del  suelo,  que,  mas  6  menos  fertil  en  todas  las  islas,  es  de  u 
feracidad  asombrosa  en  algunas  de  ellas,  como  Cuba,  Puerto  Ri- 
Jamaica  y  Haiti.  La  extraordinaria  riqueza  de  la  gran  Anti 
espanola  es  proverbial,  porque  nosolamente  se  dan  en  ella  todos 
productos  de  la  America  intertropical,  sino  que  posee  en  su  tabs 
una  verdadera  especialidad,  pues  todos  los  esfuerzos  que  en  ot 
paises  se  ban  hecho  no  ban  sido  bastantes  para  que  se  obten 
fuera  de  esa  isla.  privilegiada  el  magnifico  tabaco  de  la  Vue 
Abajo.  El  cafe  de  Puerto  Rico  es  muy  famoso  y  no  lo  es  mer 
el  de  Haiti.     La  isla  de  Trinidad  produce  excelente  cacao. 

El  trafico  de  las  Antillas  con  los  Estados  Unidos  es  ya  m 
considerable  y  es  de  esperar  que  siga  desarrollandose  mas  y  ir 
cada  dia.  Si  nos  fijamos  en  las  tablas  que  publicamos  a  contim 
cion,  tomadas  de  datos  estadisticos  del  Ministerio  de  Hacien 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  se  vera  a  cuanto  ascendio  el  comercio  en 
la  Gran  Republica  y  las  Antillas  durante  el  aiio  economico 
1896-97: 

Importaciones, 
Las  Antillas  : 

Inglesas , $12. 285, 8 

Danesas 3^7-  ^ 

Holandesas 96, 3 

Francesas 9'  ^ 

Haiti 1, 460. 2 

Santo  Domingo 2, 369. 4 

Islas  espafiolas  :  * 

Cuba 18,406,8 

Puerto  Rico 2,  iSi.  0 

Exportaciofus, 
Las  Antillas : 

Inglesas    $7, 808, 4 

Danesas 5J9'* 

Holandesas    649- 9 

Francesas .  1,665.4 

Haiti % 554.4 

Santo  Domingo 1,045.0 

Islas  espafiolas : 

Cuba 7. 599- " 

Puerto  Rico i,9^'^ 

Las  Antillas  britanicas  mantienen  un  gran  comercio  con  I' 
Estados  Unidos,  adonde  envian  la  mayor  parte  de  sus  product 
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de  donde  reciben  casi  todo  lo  que  necesitan.  Refiriendose  a 
IS  condiciones  del  trafico  en  Jamaica,  el  Consul  de  los  Estados 
Jnidos  en  Kingston,  Mr.  Eckford,  dice,  en  una  comunicacion 
ue  tue  publicada  en  las  "Commercial  Relations  of  the  United 
tates"  correspondientes  a  1895  Y  1896,  lo  que  sigue: 

"En  contestacion  a  la  circular  de  ese  Departamento  de  8  de 
ilio  de  1896,  tengo  la  honra  de  manifestar  que  ha  habido  un  cre- 
miento  constante  en  lo  que  esta  isla  importa  de  los  Estados 
Inidos,  y,  juzgando  por  lo  que  se  ve,  al  aumento  continuara. 

"El  haber  mejorado  las  comunicaciones  entre  esta  isla  y  los 
Istados  Unidos,  dando  por  resultado  una  reduccion  en  el  precio 
e  los  fletes;  los  esfuerzos  de  los  fabricantes,  exportadores  y  otros 
ombres  de  negocios  para  hacer  conocer  los  productos  americanos 
n  las  Antillas  por  medio  de  anuncios  6  valiendose  de  agentes 
esponsables  y  activos,  6  de  otra  manera ;  todo  ha  contribiiido  a 
iar  incremento  al  comercio,  y  es  claro  que  el  espiritu  de  empresa 
yh  energia  de  los  comerciantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  de  quic- 
hes puede  afirmarse  que  solo  ultimamente  han  comprendido  que 
•xiste  aqui  un  buen  mercado  para  sus  productos,  resultaran  en 
nayor  desarrollo  de  las  relaciones  comerciales." 

Los  medios  de  comunicacion  interior  en  las  diferentes  Antillas 
e  encuentran  por  lo  general  a  la  altura  de  las  necesidades  del 
ornercio.  En  Cuba,  las  principales  poblaciones  estan  unidas  por 
*rrocarriles.  En  Jamaica  hay  tambien  algunas  millas  de  via 
^rrea,  asi  como  en  Trinidad,  Barbada,  Puerto  Rico  y  en  la 
vepublica  Dominicana;  pero  el  trafico  se  hace  en  su  mayor  parte 
^or  agua,  aunque  existen  tambien  buenas  carreteras  en  algunas  de 
is  islas. 

Hay  en  las  Antillas  numerosos  y  excelentes  puertos,  algunos  de 
^s  cuales  figuran  entre  los  primeros  de  America.  Las  comunica- 
'lones  entre  dichos  puertos  y  los  de  los  Estados  Unidos  son  buenas 
1^ frecuentes.  Hablando  de  Jamaica,  dice  a  este  respecto  el  Consul 
^CKFORD,  en  el  informe  ya  mencionado,  lo  que  sigue : 

"Jamaica  tiene  42  puertos  abiertos  al  comercio  extranjero,  de 
los  cuales  los  principales  son  Kingston,  Port  Antonio,  Montego 

^ay,  Black   River,  Savanna  la  Mar,  St.  Anns   Bay,  Falmouth, 

Milk  River,   Lucea,  Morant  Bay,  Annotto  Bay  y  Port  Maria. 

durante  el  afio,  han  salido  de  los  puertos  de  la  isla  1,168  embar- 

caciones,  6  sea  32  mas  que  el  ano  anterior.     De  estas  embarca- 
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Clones,  698  fueron  vapores  y  470  veleros.  Pertenecian  a  Ic 
Estados  Unidos  162,  y  de  estos  82  fueron  buques  de  vapory 8 
de  vela,  con  un  porte  total  de  75,052  toneladas,  mostrando  u 
aumento  de  35,7 1 1  toneladas  sobre  el  ano  pasado.  Los  medio 
de  transportes  entre  esta  isla  y  los  Eatados  Unidos  son  excelentei 
La  compafiia  inglesa  conocida  con  el  nombre  de  "Atlas  Steair 
ship  Company,"  tiene  vapores  que  hacen  viajes  semanales  de  id 
y  vuelta  entre  Nueva  York  y  Kingston.  Cuenta  dicha  compani 
con  8  buques  de  vapor  en  este  trafico.  *  *  *  La  line 
"  Kerr,"  inglesa,  tiene  varios  barcos  que  se  dedican  principalment 
al  comercio  de  frutas  y  que  corren  entre  los  diferentes  puertos  d 
la  isla  y  Nueva  York.  La  "  Boston  Fruit  Company,"  corporacio 
americana,  dispone  de  1 2  buques,  algunos  propios  y  otros  fletado 
con  un  porte  que  varia  de  381  a  1,440  toneladas,  y  que  se  emplea 
en  el  trafico  de  pasajeros  y  en  el  de  frutas,  haciendo  viajes  c 
Port  Antonio,  que  es  la  estacion  principal,  Kingston,  Anno 
Bay,  Buff  Bay,  Hope  Bay,  Port  Morant  y  otros  puntos,  a  Nue 
York,  Filadelfia,  Boston  y  Baltimore.  Los  vapores  de  la  "W  • 
Indian  and  Pacific  Line"  corren  dos  veces  al  mes  de  la  ciud 
de  Kingston  a  Nueva  Orleans,  haciendo  escala  en  algunos  puen 
mexicanos.  La  "  Independent  Line  "  ha  comenzado  ultimamei 
a  hacer  viajes  de  ida  y  vuelta  con  sus  buques  entre  Nueva  Yc 
y  Kingston.  Se  dedican  estos  principalmente  al  trafico  de  frut 
Hay  muchas  vapores  ventureros  6  sin  escala  fija  que  corren  en 
los  puertos  de  la  isla  y  los  de  los  Estados  Unidos." 

Los  principales  puertos  de  Cuba  estan  en  comunicacion  ] 
vapor  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  las  siguientes  lineas  de  navcj 
cion  merecen  mencionarse:  la  "New  York  and  Cuba  M 
Steamship  Company,"  la  "Munson  Steamship  Line,"y  la"Cc 
pania  Trasatlantica  Espanola."  Santo  Domingo  y  Haiti  tier 
tambien  buenos  medios  de  comunicacion  con  los  Estados  U 
dos  por  vapores  y  veleros.  Otro  tanto  puede  decirse  de  las  Ai 
lias  francesas,  holandesas  y  danesas. 

Como  era  de  esperarse,  dada  la  posicion  geografica  de 
Antillas  respecto  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  las  transacciones  mere 
tiles  entre  este  pais  y  aquellas  islas  son  de  gran  importancia  y 
tendencia  es  a  crecer  rapidamente.  Con  las  colonias  espanolas 
Cuba  y  Puerto  Rico,  y  especialmente  con  la  primera,  el  trafico 
los  Estados  Unidos  ha  sido  muy  notable,  pues  ha  ascendido  a 
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nos  del  noventa  por  ciento  del  comercio  total  de  la  gran 
itilla. 

Begun  el  "Statesman's  Year  Book"  para  1897,  casi  todo  el 
aco  y  casi  la  mitad  de  los  cigarros  que  se  exportan  de  Cuba 
nen  a  los  Estados  Unidos.  La  misma  autoridad  asegura  que 
las  832,431  toneladas  de  azucar  que  salieron  de  la  isla  en  1895, 
introdujeron  en  los  Estados  Unidos  769,962.  El  trafico  de  la 
an  Repiiblica  con  las  Antillas  inglesas  es  considerable,  pues, 
no  se  dijo  atras,  la  mayor  parte  de  !os  productos  de  cstas 
ne  a  los  mercados  americanos  y  en  ellos  tambien  se  proveen 
aellas  colonias  de  lo  que  necesitan.  Jamaica,  que  es  la  primera 
todas  ellas  por  su  extension,  riqueza  y  poblacion,  importa  de  los 
tados  Unidos  una  gran  cantidad  de  artefactos,  cantidad  que  en 
96  representaba  el  33.9  por  ciento  de  la  importacion  total  de  arti- 
los  manufacturados.  En  cuanto  a  las  sustancias  alimenticias  que 
introducen  en  la  isla,  la  mayor  parte  va  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
les,  segiin  el  Consul  Eckford  (veanse  las  "Commercial  Rela- 
)ns  of  the  United  States"  para  1895  7  1896,  pagina  519), de  los 
5,870,7 1 6.03  que  esa  importacion  represento  en  el  ano  economico 

1895-96,  correspondieron  a  este  pais  $2,429,294.91. 
El  comercio  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  las  Antillas  francesas 
nque  es  ya  de  consideracion,  no  ha  Uegado  aun  a  su  completo 
sarrollo,  y  a  este  respecto  conviene  citar  lo  que  dice  el  Consul 
lericano,  Mr.  Tucker,  en  un  intorme  que  dirigio  de  St.  Pierre, 
artinica,  el  8  de  octubre  de  1896,  y  que  fue  publicado  en  las 
Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States"  correspondientes  a 
•95  y  1896.  He  aqui  como  se  expresa  el  citado  funcionario: 
**En  una  entrevista  reciente  que  tuve  con  el  Corregidor  de  St. 
^rre,  este  senor  se  quejo  de  la  imposibilidad  de  obtener  informes 
actos  valiendose  de  catalogos  que  vienen  impresos  en  ingles, 
^rque  ninguno  de  los  empleados  de  la  municipalidad  conoce 
c^ha  lengua.  Aludio  especialmente  a  las  bombas  de  incendio, 
^e  la  ciudad,  segun  el  me  manifesto,  desea  comprar,  y  al  mismo 
-mpo  me  dijo  que  desearia  tener  un  catalogo  y  una  lista  de  pre- 
^s  en  frances  de  toda  clase  de  efectos  de  escritorio,  agregando 
ie  el  envio  de  esas  publicaciones  en  ingles,  como  constantemente 

hace,  es  un  gasto  innecesario. 

"Seria  bueno  hacer  presente  a  los  industriales  y  comerciantes  de 
s  Estados  Unidos  la  conveniencia  de  mandar  a  esta  isla  catalogos 
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y  listas  de  precios  en  frances,  como  un  medio  para  introducir  aqui 
las  manufacturas  americanas,  dandolas  a  conocer  mejor  de  lo  que 
se  conocen  en  la  actualidad.  Tambien  se  puede  aconsejar  para  el 
mismo  objeto  el  envio  de  agentes  comerciales  que  sean  hombres  de 
inteligencia  y  educacion,  asi  como  conocedores  de  lenguas  extran- 
jeras,  a  fin  de  que  visiten  esta  isla  y  otros  lugares  donde  se  habia 
frances.  De  otra  suerte,  la  venida  de  dichos  agentes  tiene  que  ser 
ester il  en  sus  resultados.  Cuando  pienso  en  los  esfuerzos  que 
hacen  otras  naciones,  especialmente  Alemania,  para  educarjovenes 
que  se  dediquen  a  ese  importante  trabajo,  y  observe  el  buen  exito 
alcanzado,  no  puedo  menos  de  hacer  presente  a  mis  conciudadanos 
la  necesidad  que  hay  de  fijarse  en  esta  materia,  hallandonos,  como 
nos  hallamos,  en  una  epoca  de  competencia  y  de  esfuerzos  cons- 
tantes  para  mejorar-los  medios  de  atraerse  el  comercio  de  los 
paises  extranjeros.  He  visto  en  esta  isla  agentes  comerciales  de 
los  Estados  Unidos  que  no  podian  hablar  frances  y  que,  per  con- 
siguiente,  no  hacian  negocios  de  ninguna  clase,  mientras  que  otros 
versados  en  esa  lengua  y  entendidos  en  su  oficio,  obtenian  grandes 
ventajas  para  las  casas  que  representaban." 

Las  Antillas  danesas  y  holandesas  son  las  menores  de  todas  ysu 
comercio  es  naturalmente  proporcionado  a  su  tamafio.  El  trafico 
que  mantienen  con  los  Estados  Unidos  es,  sin  embargo,  debas* 
tante  importancia.  Al  hablar  de  las  importaciones  y  exporta- 
ciones  en  St.  Thomas,  el  Consul  Stewart,  en  un  informe  dirigido 
con  fecha  5  de  setiembre  de  1896,  y  que  se  publico  en  las  "Com- 
mercial Relations  of  the  United  States,"  para  1895  y  1896,  sc 
expresa  asi : 

"  Ha  habido  una  diminucion  en  las  importaciones  de  Ingta- 
terra,  Francia  y  Alemania  durante  el  ano  economico  que  termino 
el  30  de  junio  de  1896,  mientras  que  las  importaciones  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  han  aumentado  en  mas  de  $40,000.     *    * 

"  Las  exportaciones  tuvieron  un  valor  de  cerca  de  $60,000,  V 
de  esta  cantidad,  $37,987  fueron  a  los  Estados  Unidos." 

La  colonia  holandesa  de  Curazao  tiene,  en  proporcion  a  su 
tamano,  un  comercio  de  consideracion  con  los  Estados  Unidos; 
pero  es  claro  que  mucho  se  prodria  hacer  para  aumentarlo,  y  accrca 
de  esto,  el  Consul  americano,  Mr.  Jervis  Spencer,  dice,  en  un 
informe  publicado  en  las  "Commercial  Relations  of  the  United 
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States,"  correspondientes  a  1895  y  1896,  lo  que  a  continuacion  se 
leera 

'*Si  se  exhibieran  aqui  muestras  de  manufacturas  americanas, 
junto  con  las  listas  de  precios,  y  se  las  comparara  con  las  europeas, 
esseguro  que  las  primeras  serian  preferidas  y  que  se  estableceria 
un  trafico  con  tendencias  a  crecer  de  dia  en  dia.  Yo  aconsejaria 
que  dichas  muestras  fueran  puestas  en  exhibicion  en  un  edificio,  a 
finde  que  los  fabricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  pudieran  con  poco 
costo  vender  sus  manufacturas  a  los  comerciantes  de  por  aca." 

El  Consul  Spencer  aconseja,  a  semejanza  de  lo  que  ban  hecho 
otros,  el  envio  de  agentes  comerciales  que  conozcan  la  lengua, 
los  gustos  y  las  costumbres  del  pais. 

Al  considerar  el  desairollo  a  que  puede  llegar  el  trafico  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  con  las  Antillas,  lo  primero  que  salta  a  la  vista  es 
la  proximidad  de  estas  islas  al  litoral  de  la  Gran  Republica.  Las 
niontanasde  Cubacasi  sedescubrendesde  la  Florida.  De  Nueva 
Vork  a  Kingston,  Jamaica,  la  distancia  es  de  1,820  millas,  siendo 
^ucho  menor  a  Haiti.  Situadas  las  Antillas  en  el  derrotero  que 
^iguen  los  vapores  y  veleros  que  se  emplean  en  el  comercio  entre 
OS  Estados  Unidos  y  la  costa  de  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur 
obre  el  Atlantico,  es  indudable  que  a  medida  que  se  desarrollen 
35  relaciones  comerciales  de  las  tres  secciones  de  este  continente, 
'  trafico  entre  las  islas  del  Caribe  y  los  mercados  del  norte  tendra 
Pcesariamente  que  tomar  mayor  incremento.  Las  fabricas  ameri- 
^nas  pueden  proveer  a  todo  el  archipiclago  de  cuantas  manufac- 
Tas  han  menester  sus  habitantes,  y  la  competencia  de  las  naciones 
-1  Viejo  Mundosera  imposible  el  dia  que  los  comerciantes  de  los 
stados  Unidos,  acomodandose  a  las  exigencias*  de  los  mercados 
itillanos,  adopten  el  mctodo  comercial  seguido  por  los  paises 
»ropeos,  principalmente  Alemania,  y  que  consiste,  ante  todo,  en 
tudiar,  por  medio  de  agentes  activos  y  bien  educados,  los  usos, 
s  costumbres  y  aun  los  gustos  peculiares  de  los  pueblos  con  los 
iales  trafican. 

La  reconstruccion  de  la  marina  mercante  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
»  una  necesidad  imprescindible  ante  las  exigencias  del  comercio 
Jcterior.  No  hay  razon  para  que  los  armadores  americanos  no 
Uedan  competir  con  los  de  Europa  en  la  industria  de  transportes 
Or  agua,  sobre  todo,  tratandose  de  los  paises  de  este  continente, 
\  sin  embargo,  es  un  hecho  innegable  y  sorprendente  que  la  mayor 
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parte  de  las  mercancias  que  se  introducen  a  los  puertos  de  la 
America  latina  llega  en  barcos  de  nacionalidad  europea.  En  los 
astilleros  americanos  se  construyen  buques  tan  buenos  como  los 
que  se  hacen  en  Inglaterra,  y  es  una  verdad  reconocida  que  en 
epocas  pasadas  la  marina  mercante  de  los  Estados  Unidos  llegoa 
sobrepujar  a  la  inglesa.  A  ponerla  otra  vez  en  esas  condiciones 
deberian  dirigirse  los  esfuerzos  de  cuantos  aspiran  a  ver  a  la  Gran 
Repiiblica  dominando  sin  competencia  alguna  en  todos  los  merca- 
dos  del  Nuevo  Mundo. 

A  medida  que  la  marina  mercante  de  los  Estados  Unidos  se 
levante  a  la  altura  a  que  debe  necesariamente  Uegar,  se  hara  mas 
facil  el  crecimiento  del  trafico  de  este  pais  con  los  demas  de 
America.  Es  un  hecho  reconocido  por  todas  las  grandes  poten- 
cias  del  mundo  que  nada  es  tan  favorable  al  comercio  de  un  pais 
como  el  poder  enviar  sus  productos  al  extranjero  amparados  por 
su  propia  bandera,  y  a  esto  se  debe  indudablemente  en  gran  parte 
la  posicion  prominente  que  la  Gran  Bretana  ha  ocupado  por  largo 
tiempo  respecto  de  las  otras  naciones  mercantiles.  Bien  conocidos 
son  los  esfuerzos  que  Francia  y  Alemania  han  hecho  y  siguen 
haciendo  en  beneficio  de  su  marina  mercante.  En  los  Estados 
Unidos  se  comprende  perfectamente  la  importancia  de  que  el 
comercio  americano  disponga  de  mejores  medios  de  transportes  a 
fin  de  que  los  exportadores  de  este  pais  dejen  de  pagar  tribute  a 
empresas  de  navegacion  extranjeras.  Siendo  la  Gran  Repiiblica  la 
primera  nacion  industrial  del  mundo  y  contando  en  ambos  mares 
con  numerosas  y  excelentes  puertos,  natural  es  que  posea  una 
marina  mercante  proporcionada  a  las  necesidades  de  su  trafico,  y  la 
tendra.  Mucho  se  ha  adelantado  y  sigue  adelantandose  en  este 
sentido,  perp  aun  queda  bastante  por  hacer.  Dia  vendra,  sin 
embargo,  y  todo  parece  indicar  que  ya  se  acerca,  en  que  la  bandera 
americana,  flotando  sobre  barcos  mercantes  americanos,  se  ofi'ecera 
a  los  ojos  del  viajero,  como  hoy  se  presenta  la  inglesa,  en  todos  los 
puertos  de  America. 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  ^725 


REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

INDUSTRIA  AZUCARERA  DE  TUCUMAN  EN   1896-97. 

La  produccion  de  azucar  en  la  provincia  de  Tucuman  ha  segui- 
durante  el  pasado  ano  fiscal,  el  desarrollo  creciente  de  que  se 
hecho  merito  en  anteriores  informes.  La  cosecha  de  1896-97 
endio  a  135,606  toneladas.  La  produccion  de  los  cinco  anos 
cedentes  fue  como  sigue : 


Afios. 


[-92 

8-93 
3-94 
J-95 
j-96 


Toneladas. 


45.000 
40,000 
55.000 
74,000 
103,000 


Durante  el  ano  de  1896-97  se  encontraban  moliendo  treinta  y 
itro  ingenios,  cinco  de  los  cuales,  cuyos  duenos  son  f'ranceses,  pro- 
leron  23,000  toneladas;  dos,  cuyos  duenos  y  administradores  son 
3S  de  franceses,  ciudadanos  de  la  Argentina,  produjeron  8,000  ton- 
das,  y  tres,  cuya  produccion  total  fue  de  22,500  toneladas,  son  de 
Dropiedad  de  una  compania  alemana.  Adenias  de  estos  ingenios, 
y  uno  espanol  que  produce  9,000  toneladas,  uno  sueco  y  uno 
lericano  que  hacen  una  zafra  de  1,600  y  2,154  toneladas,  respec- 
amento.  Los  veinte  y  un  ingenios  restantes  son  de  la  propie- 
d  exclusiva  de  argentinos. 

Estos  ingenios  han  recibido  de  Francia  toda  su  maquinaria,  con 
:cepci6n  de  los  tres  ingenios  alemanes,  el  americano  y  otro  mas, 
s cuales  han  comprado  su  maquinaria  en  Inglaterra. 

Se  espera  que  la  zafra  de  1897-98  sera  de  mas  de  150,000  to- 
^hdas.  Por  consiguiente  el  mercado  de  la  Argentina  puede 
^nsiderarse,  desde  ahora,  como  cerrado  a  los  a/iicares  europeos,  con 
*^cepci6n  de  algunas  pequefias  cantidades  de  azucar  refinado,  in- 
^ucidas  para  el  uso  de  ciertos  consumidores  ricos. 

Los  anteriores  datos  se  refieren  solo  a  la  provincia  de  Tucuman. 
•3  produccion  de  azucar  en  las  provincias  vecinas  de  Salta,  Jujuy, 
'1  Chaco  y   Corrientes,  ascendio  en   1895  a   15,000  toneladas,    • 
•gun  un  informe  oficial.     En  Santa  Fe,  Formosa  y  Santiago,  la 
^  del  mismo  ano  fue  de  9,000  toneladas. 
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COSECHA    DE   CEREALES. 

El  "South  American  Journal"  de  19  de  marzo,  publica  k 
siguiente  comunicacion  sobre  la  cosecha  de  cereales.  Dicha 
comunicacion  esta  escrita  por  Mr.  William  Goodwin,  miembro 
de  la  inspeccion  de  granos  del  rio  de  la  Plata,  y  esta  fechada  en 
Buenos  Aires  el  14  de  febrero  de  1898. 

Una  producci6n  deficiente  de  trigo  ha  tenido  lugar  en  muchos  puntos  dc  la 
Repljblica  Argentina,  segun  informes,  y  se  crec  que  la  exportaci6n  total  del  rio 
de  la  Plata  no  excederi  de  5,000,000  de  cuartales,  i  pesar  de  haber  habidocnel 
Uruguay  una  cosecha  abundante,  de  buena  calidad ;  pero  si  la  copiosa  escarcha 
del  8  de  noviembre,  cuando  la  planta  estaba  en  ilor,  se  hubiese  demorado  una 
semana  m&s,  se  habria  duplicado  probablemente  la  cantidad  destinada  i  la 
exportaci6n,  pues  el  dano  ocasionado  por  la  langosta  no  fu6  de  importancia  y  d 
mayor  dafio  occasionado  por  la  seca  tuvo  lugar  en  los  distritos  en  que  6sta  sc 
present6  despues  de  las  cosechas.  La  calidad  del  grano  sera  varia,  y  las 
copiosas  lluvias  que  han  caido  ultimamente  han  causado  dafio  considerable  en 
xnuchas  rimas  que  no  est^n  trilladas  todavia. 

La  cosecha  de  linaza  es  muy  escasa  y  es  dudoso  que  la  exportacion  cxceda  de 
100,000  toneladas,  de  calidad  mediana. 

La  cosecha  de  maiz  promete  ser  muy  grande,  y  no  hay  mayores  temoresdc 
que  sea  danada  por  la  langosta  en  las  pocas  semanas  que  faltan  para  que  aquella 
planta  entre  en  el  perlodo  de  madurez. 


BRASIL. 

INDUSTRIA  DEL  CAFE  EN  EL  BRASIL. 

Mr.  John  H.  Keogh,  representante  de  una  de  las  principales 
casas  importadoras  de  cafe  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  ha  vivido 
en  el  Brasil  por  muchos  anos,  y  que  esta  perfectamente  impuesto 
del  estado  de  la  industria  cafetalera  en  el  Brasil  y  otros  paises,  da 
en  una  entrevista  que  se  publico  en  el  "Wholesale  Grocer," los 
siguientes  datos  sobre  la  produccion  actual  de  cafe  en  el  Brasil. 

Dice  que  la  cosecha  que  habra  de  venderse  de  junio  de  i8()7 
a  junio  de  1898,  alcanzara  cerca  de  nueve  y  medio  millonesdc 
sacos,  de  los  cuales  tres  y  medio  millones  seran  embarcados  para 
Rio  y  seis  millones  para  Santos. 

■ 

El  gran  aumento  sobre  la  produccion  del  ano  pasado  se  atn- 
buye  al  rendimiento  de  los  nuevos  cafetales  del  distrito  de  Santo 
(Estado  de  Sao  Paulo).     Muchos  de  los  cafetales  que  exportan 
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US  productos  por  el  puerto  de  Rio,  son  muy  viejos,  y  ya  no  pro- 
lucen  tan  abandantemente  como  antes.  Los  metodos  que  estan 
n  boga  en  Sao  Paulo  para  el  cultivo  y  tratamiento  del  cafe,  son 
nas  modernos  que  los  que  se  emplean  en  la  mayor  parte  de  los 
listritos  contiguos  a  Rio. 

En  cuanto  a  los  prospectos  del  afio  que  viene,  las  opiniones 
iifieren  grandemente,  dice  Mr.  Keooh,  pero  segun  presupuestos 
cxioderados,  la  cosecha  sera  algo  menor  que  la  de  1897-98.  Los 
bajos  precios  que  han  prevalecido  en  meses  pasados  disminuyen 
necesariamente  los  esfuerzos  de  los  plantadores  en  la  produccion 
de  un  articulo  que  solo  deja  un  provecho  reducido.  Los  planta- 
Jores  estan  acostumbrados  a  realizar  grandes  ganancias,  y  el  precio 
ictual  de  aquel  producto  ha  ocasionado  muy  desalentadores  efectos. 

En  el  Estado  de  Sao  Paulo  hay  un  numero  considerable  de 
Xcelentes  cafetales  cuyos  duenos  son  brasileros,  y  hay  tambien 
>tros  extensos  cafetales  explotados  por  alemanes,  pero  hasta  el 
^resente,  los  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  no  se  han  dedi- 
ado  en  grande  escala  al  cultivo  del  cafe.  Los  trabajadores  em- 
leados  en  las  plantaciones  son,  en  su  mayor  parte,  Portugueses  e 
^lianos.  Se  trato,  hace  tres  anos,  de  introducir  chinos,  pero  este 
Ian  no  obtuvo  exito.  Se  trajeron  300  6  400  chinos  que  se  em- 
learon  en  las  plantaciones,  pero  poco  despues  se  dejo  que  se  fueran 
a.ra  las  ciudades.  La  cuestion  del  trabajo  adaptable  a  esta  clase 
e  cultivo  esta  todavia  pendiente  de  solucion  en  el  Brasil. 

Por  via  de  suplemento  y  confirmacion  al  informe  de  Mr. 
Ceogh,  diremos  que  la  "Associa95o  Commercial"  celebro  una 
eunion  en  Santos  el  dia  i°del  corriente  con  el  objeto  de  recibir  los 
nformes  de  las  comisiones  nombradas  para  calcular  el  importe  de 
^  cosecha  que  habra  de  venderse  en  Santos.  Estas  comisiones, 
icspues  de  visitar  los  distritos  cafetaleros  que  les  fueron  asignados, 
calcularon  que  la  produccion  total  de  Santos  seria  de  4,250,000 
sacos. 

Se  acordo  en  la  junta  que  estas  cifras  se  telegrafiasen  a  Londres, 
Hamburgo,  Havre,  y  Nueva  York,  y  se  acordo  ademas  que  se 
^omase  igual  acuerdo  todos  los  anos. 

El  "Rio  News"  del  8  de  febrero  dice,  refiriendose  a  esta 
^^teria  : 

Aunquc  no  cs  nuestro  deseo  discutir  el  informe  de  la  comisi6n  de  Santos  sobre  la 
Pf6j[ima  cosecha  de  caf6,  con  viene  recordar  que  varios  de  los  miembros  de  las 
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diversas  comisiones,  son  plantadores  al  mismo  tiempo  que  "  comisionados "  ^ 
exportadores.  Puede  considerarse,  per  consiguiente,  que  este  informe  repre- 
senta  los  intereses  de  los  plantadores,  i  quienes  conviene  que  las  cosechas  se 
estimen  lo  mis  bajo  que  sea  posible. 

'  El  "American  Grocer"  de  9  de  marzo, publica  la  siguiente esta- 
distica  de  las  remesas  de  cafe  de  julio  1**  de  1897,  a  marzo  7  dc 
1898,  y  da  tambien  el  importe  de  las  remesas  por  iguales  periodos 
de  los  dos  anos  anteriores : 


1898. 

1897. 

1896. 

Recibidos  en  Rio 

Sacos. 
3,  378. 000 
5.215,000 

Sacos. 
2,  704, 000 
4,  241.  000 

Sam. 

1,890,000 

2.676,000 

Recibidos  en  Santos 

COLOM 

BIA. 

TERMINACION  DEL  MUELLE  DE  LA  BOCA. 

En  ana  comunicacion  de  fecha  3  de  febrero  de  1898,  el  Cancillcr 
del  Consulado  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Colon,  Mr.  Murphy,  da 
cuenta  al  Departamento  de  Estado  de  la  terminacion  del  muelle 
de  La  Boca,  punto  terminal  del  Canal  de  Panama  por  el  lado  del 
Pacifico.  Se  considero  necesaria  la  construccion  de  aquella  obra 
para  obviar  los  obstaculos  que  presentaban  las  grandes  mareas  en 
el  puertode  Panama  que  excedian  de  veinte  y  cinco  pies,  ydcjaban 
ver  el  fondo  del  mar  por  una  milla  6  mas,  desde  la  orilla,  en  la 
mayor  baja  mar. 

Segun  Mr.  Murphy,  es  opinion  general  que  esta  obra  alcanzara 
un  exito  completo,  pues  los  buques  de  mayor  tamano  podran 
cargar  y  descargar  en  el  muelle,  en  vez  de  hacerlo  como  antes,  por 
medio  de  lanchas  en  la  rada  abierta. 

En  un  informe  presentado  por  M.  Bonardel,  Presidente  de  la 
Directiva  de  la  Nueva  Compania  del  Canal  de  Panama,  en  una 
junta  de  accionistas  celebrada  en  Paris  el  28  de  diciembrede 
1897,  se  consigna  que  la  terminacion  del  puerto  y  del  muelle  de 
La  Boca  es  uno  de  los  principales  trabajos  entre  los  emprendidos 
por  la  compania  durante  el  ano  pasado,  y  que  su  principal  objeto 
es  facilitar  a  la  Compania  del  Ferrocarril  de  Panama  el  trasbordo 
de  mercancias  mas  rapidamente  y  con  menos  gastos  que  antes,  dc 
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lanera  que  pueda  competir  ventajosamente  con  varios  ferroca- 
iles  trascontinentales  y  con  la  trasportacion  maritima  por  el 
Lstrecho  de  Magellanes. 

Se  han  terminado  catorce  mi  lias  del  canal  a  partir  del  extremo 
c  Colon,  y  seis  millas  desde  el  de  Panama;  pero  la  mayor  y  mas 
ificil  parte  de  la  empresa,  6  sean  las  obras  necesarias  para  cruzar 
I  Cordillera  Culebra  y  prevenir  las  inundaciones  del  rio  Chagres, 

0  se  ha  terminado  todavia. 

CONSTRUCCION  DE  FERROCARRILES. 

EI  Charge  d' Affaires  de  Inglaterra  en  Bogota  ha  comunicado  a 

1  Oficina  de  Relaciones  Exteriores  que  el  gobiemo  de  Colombia 
acelebrado  un  contrato  con  el  Senor  Don  Francisco  J.  Cisneros, 
ara  la  prolongacion  del  ferrocarril  de  Bolivar.  Segun  los  terminos 
d  contrato,  el  Senor  Cisneros  queda  autorizado  para  construir 
poner  en  estado  de  explotacion  un  ferrocarril  desde  Barranquilla, 

desde  cualquier  otro  punto  del  camino  entre  Barranquilla  y 
iierto  Colombia,  hasta  Sabanalarga  6  Usiacuri. 
La  entrevia  sera  de  3  pies  3^  pulgadas,  y  el  peso  minimo  de 
s  rieles  de  35  libras  por  yarda.  En  la  conduccion  de  los  trabajos 
tendra  en  cuenta  el  caracter  permanente  de  la  obra,  y  se  construira 
ficiente  numero  de  estaciones,  almacenes  y  otras  pertenencias. 
Tambien  se  ha  celebrado  un  contrato  con  Don  Alberto  J. 
oca  para  la  construccion  de  un  ferrocarril  desde  Ocana  hasta  el 
^  Magdalena.  Esta  linea  sera  de  via  estrecha,  con  pendientes 
lie  no  excedan  de  tres  por  ciento,  y  con  curvas  cuyo  radio  no 
ye  de  328  pies.  En  la  construccion  y  explotacion  de  esta  linea, 
L  contratista  queda  obligado  a  satisfacer  todas  las  necesidades  del 
afico. 


COSTA  RICA. 

LA    "ABANGARES    MINING    SYNDICATE,  LTD." 

El  Congreso  aprobo,  el  23  de  fcbrero  del  ano  corriente,  el 
•^ntrato  celebrado  entre  el  Ministro  de  Hacienda  y  la  Compania 
^glesa  conocida  con  el  nombre  de  "The  Abangares  Mining 
Syndicate,  Ltd."  Esta  corporacion  se  compromete  a  explotar  la 
tgion  minera  de  Abangares,  en  la  provincia  de  Guanacaste.     La 
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compafiia  estara  exenta  durante  cincuenta  afios  de  todo  impucsto 
nacional  que  en  adelante  pudiera  establecerse,  salvo  lo  que  se 
dispone  en  otra  parte  del  mismo  decreto.  Tambien  estara  exenta 
por  el  mismo  periodo  del  pago  de  derechos  de  importacion  sobrc 
la  maquinaria  y  otras  cosas  que  introduzca  para  sus  trabajos.  Si 
la  compania  usa  sus  propios  muelles  para  la  introduccion  de  los 
objetos  exentos  de  derechos,  no  pagara  muellaje ;  pero  si  se  vale  de 
los  muelles  del  Gobierno,  tendra  que  satisfacer  dicho  impucsto. 
Se  entiende  que  la  exencion  de  derechos  y  otros  impuestos  es 
solamente  sobre  articulos  que  la  compania  iutroduzca  con  el 
objeto  exclusivo  de  explotar  y  conservar  las  vetas  mincrales. 
Sobre  el  producto  bruto  de  la  empresa  la  compania  pagara  un 
impuesto  anual  del  uno  por  ciento  durante  los  primeros  veinticinco 
afios  del  contrato,  y  del  dos  por  ciento,  tambien  anual,  sobre  el 
mismo  producto  bruto,  durante  los  veinticinco  afios  subsiguientes. 
En  cuanto  a  los  impuestos  municipales,  la  compania  pagara 
aquellos  de  caracter  general  hoy  establecidos,  6  que  en  adelante  se 
establezcan. 

La  compania  tendra  el  derecho  de  construir  los  muelles,  tranvias 
y  ferrocarriles,  y  de  instalar  los  telegrafos  y  telefonos  que  considere 
necesarios  para  el  servicio  de  la  empresa.  La  compania  se  obliga 
a  transportar  gratis  en  sus  ferrocarriles  y  tranvias  a  los  funcionarios 
publicos,  asi  como  los  pertrechos  de  guerra  nacionales;  aconceder 
el  uso  gratuito  de  sus  muelles  para  todos  aquellos  objetos  perte- 
necientes  al  Gobierno ;  a  transmitir  gratis  por  sus  lineas  telegrati- 
cas  y  telefbnicas  los  despachos  oficiales ;  a  in vertir  en  Costa  Rica, 
para  la  instalacion  de  su  empresa,  no  menos  de  cincuenta  mil  libras 
esterlinas.  La  compania  podra  traspasar  a  una  6  varias  personas 
6  companias  los  derechos  que  se  le  conceden  por  el  contrato;  pero 
no  podra  traspasarlos  ni  admitir  como  socios  a  gobiemos  extranjc- 
ros.  La  duracion  del  contrato  es  de  cincuenta  afios,  contados 
desde  la  fecha  en  que  sea  aprobado  por  el  Congreso.  El  contrato 
caducara,  si  la  compania  no  empezare  sus  trabajos  dentro  de  los 
seis  meses  siguientes  a  la  aprobacion  de  este  convenio;  si  comcn- 
zados  los  trabajos,  estos  se  suependieren  por  tres  anos  consecutivos; 
si  la  compania  se  negase  a  pagar  al  Gobierno  el  tanto  por  ciento 
de  que  se  habla  atras. 

Como  garantia  de  que  los  trabajos  comenzaran  dentro  del 
termino  estipulado,  la  compania  deposito  diez  mil  pesos,  moncda 
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le  Costa  Rica,  en  el  Tesoro  Publico,  cantidad  que  pertenecera  de 
lecho  al  Gobierno  si  los  trabajos  no  comenzaren  dentro  del  referido 
:iempo. 


ECUADOR. 

CULTIVO  DEL  HULE. 

El  Consul-General  Perry  de  Le6n,  envia  de  Guayaquil  al 
Departamento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  26  de  febrero,  un  informe  rela- 
tive al  cultivo  del  hule  en  el  Ecuador.  De  dicho  informe, 
extractamos  lo  siguiente. 

EI  cultivo  del  hule  en  el  Ecuador  es  una  nueva  industria; 
hasta  el  presente,  la  goma  elastica  se  ha  extraido  de  arboles  que  se 
dan  silvestres  en  los  bosques,  pero  la  manera  descuidada  en  que 
St  ha  Uevado  a  cabo  aquella  opeVacion,  ha  dado  por  resultado  la 
destruction  del  arbol.  En  algunas  regiones  remotas  hay  todavia 
grandes  bosques  que  por  razon  de  su  inaccesibilidad  y  por  falta  de 
medios  de  transporte  permanecen  intactos. 

Tratase  de  obtener  del  gobierno  una  concesion  de  ocho  afios 
para  la  explotacion  de  la  goma  y  la  quia  en  la  provincia  de 
Tungurahua,  en  una  extension  de  terreno  de  8  a  10  leguas  cua- 
dradas.  Los  principales  productos  de  la  Repiiblica  son  cacao  y 
cafe,  pero  se  espera  que  la  atencion  de  que  actualmente  es  objeto 
el  cultivo  del  hule,  de  a  esta  industria  tanta  importancia  como  la 
que  aquellas  tienen. 

El  Consul-General  De  Le6n  dice  que  el  Ecuador  produce  en 
abundancia  toda  clase  de  arboles  gomeros,  y  que  los  de  mejor  cali- 
dad  se  encuentran  en  las  regiones  mas  templadas  de  los  tropicos. 
El  arbol  da  su  mayor  rendimiento  a  una  temperatura  de  64°  Fah- 
renheit; a  una  temperatura  mas  baja  la  goma  se  solidifica,  la  inci- 
sion se  cierra  y  el  flujo  del  liquido  queda  paralizado. 

El  Ecuador  tiene  inmensas  extensiones  de  tierra  propia  para  al 
cultivo  del  hule,  que  se  pueden  obtener  a  precio  de  bagatela. 
Dice  el  Consul-General  en  su  informe  : 

Vo  estoy  seguro  de  que  el  Prcsidcnte  Alfaro  recibird  con  jubilo  la  inniigraci6n 
y^l  capital  americanos.  Los  inmigrantes  encontrarlan  medios  bastantes  de 
subsistencia,  mientras  los  irboles  alcanzan  un  periodo  de  madurez.  En  esce 
pais  la  vida  es  muy  barata;  casi  todo  se  da  expont&neamente ;  la  alimentaci6n  se 
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obtiene  i  un  costo  casi  nominal  y  se  necesita  muy  poca  ropa.  Si  se  Uevarai 
cabo  el  prcyecto  de  ferrocarril  &  Quito,  podrian  utilizarse  inmensos  bosqaesde 
hule  que  al  presente  estin  demasiado  remotos  para  la  explotaci6n. 


GUATEMALA. 

LEYES  DE  MARCAS  DE  FABRICA  Y  DE  PATENTES. 

A  continuacion  publicamos  los  articulos  principales  dc  las 
nuevas  leyes  de  marcas  de  fabrica  y  de  patente,  emitidas  en  Gua- 
temala el  23  de  noviembre  de  1897  Y  ^^  17  de  diciembre  del 
mismo  ano,  respectivamente : 

LEYES    DE    MARCAS    DE    FABRICA. 

AnTfcuLo  1".  Son  marcas  de  fdbrica,  dc  comercio  6  industriales,  las  dcnomina- 
ciones  de  los  objetos  6  los  nombres  de  Jas  personas,  bajo  una  forma  particular, 
los  emblemas,  los  monogramas,  los  grabados  6  estampados^  los  sellos,  vinetasy 
relieves,  las  letras  y  nfimeros  con  dibujo  especial,  los  envases  6  cnvoltoriosde 
los  objetos  y  cualquier  otro  signo  con  que  se  quiera  distinguir  los  artefactosde 
una  fiibrica  6  los  objetos  de  un  comercio. 

ARTfcuLO  2**.  La  marca  puede  ser  colocada  sobre  los  envases  6  envoltorios6 
sobre  los  mismos  objetos  que  se  quieren  distinguir. 

ArtIculo  3®.  No  se  consideran  como  marcas  de  fibrica,  de  comercio  i 
industriales : 

1®.   Las  letras,  palabras,  nombres  6  distintivos  que  use  6  deba  usar  el  Estado; 

2^.  La  forma  que  se  d6  k  los  productos  por  el  fabricante; 

3®.   El  color  de  los  productos ; 

4®.   Los  t6rminos  6  locuciones  que  hayan  pasado  al  uso  general; 

5®.  Las  designaciones  usualmente  empleadas  para  indicar  la  naturaleza  dc  los 
productos,  6  la  clase  i  que  pertenecen ;  y 

6*^.  Los  dibujos  6  expresiones  contrarias  i.  la  moral. 

Articulo  4**.  La  propiedad  absoluta  de  la  marca,  asi  como  el  dcrccho  dc 
oponerse  al  uso  de  cualquiera  otra,  que  pueda  producir  directa  6  indirectamcntc 
confusi6n  entre  los  productos,  corresponderi  al  industrial  6  comerciantc  que 
haya  llenado  los  requisitos  exigidos  por  esta  ley. 

Articulo  5".  La  propiedad  exclusiva  de  la  marca  solo  se  adquiere  con  rcla- 
ci6n  i  industrias  de  la  misma  especie. 

Articulo  6**.  El  empleo  de  la  marca  es  facultativo.  Sin  embargo,  podriscr 
obligatorio  cuando  necesidades  de  conveniencia  publica  lo  requieran. 

Art£culo  7**.  La  propiedad  dc  una  marca  pasa  i  los  herederos  y  puedc  scr 
transfcrida  por  contrato  6  por  disposici6n  de  ultima  voluntad. 

Articulo  8".  La  cesi6n  6  venta  del  establecimiento  comprende  la  de  la  marca, 
salvo  cstipulaci6n  en  contrario,  y  el  cesionario  ticne  el  derecho  dc  scrvirscdcl* 
marca  que  lo  designe,  aunque  ella  sea  nominal,  de  la  misma  manera  que  lo  hacU 
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edente,  sin  otras  restricciones  que  las  que  sean  impuestas  expresamente  en  el 

trato  de  venta  6  cesi<Sn. 

^RTicuLo  9®.    El   contrato  de  transfercncia  de   una   marca,  deberi  hacerse 

ribir  en  la  Oficina  en  que  esti    registrada,  para  adquirir  los  derechos   que 

fiere  esta  ley,  para  las  marcas  registradas. 

LuTicuLo  lo".   S61o  seri  considerada  marca  registrada,  para  los  efectos  de  la 

piedad  que  acuerda  esta  ley,  aqu611a  por  la  cual  la  Oficina  haya  hecho  la 

respondiente  inscripci6n. 

iRTfcuLO  11®.   La  protecci6n  de   los  derechos  de  fabricante,  comerciante  6 

Lisrrial,  respecto  al  uso  exclusive  de  la  marca,  s61o  durard  diez  anos,  que 

rin  ser  prorrogados  indefinidamente  por  otros  t^rminos  iguales,  llen&ndose 

vamente  las  formalidades  establecidas  y  abonindose  en  cada  vez  el  impuesto 

fija  el  articulo  22. 
Vrticulo  12®.   Los  particulares  podrin  adoptar  para  los  productos  de  sus 
ricas  6  industrias  permitidas  por  la  ley,  las  marcas,  nombres  propios  y  dis- 
tivos  que  estimaren  adecuados,  exceptuando  dnicamente: 
i^   £1  escudo  de  armas  de  la  Republica  6  de  cualquier  otro  pais,  salvo  que  se 
isente  autorizaci6n  del  respective  Gobierno; 

2®.  El  rctrato  de  cualquiera  otra  persona  distinta  del  fabricante,  comerciante 
ndustrial,  sin  su  previo  consentimiento ;   y 

3°.  Los  distintivos  que  den  lugar  &  confusi6n  con  otras  marcas  registradas. 
Articulo  13".   Todo  el  que  deseare  obtener  la  propiedad  de  una  marca  de 
>rica,  de  comercio  6  de  industria,  deberi  solicitarla  ante  la  Secretaria  de  Estado 
el  Despacho  de  Fomento. 

Arti'culo  14".   La  solicitud  para  obtener  una  marca  se  formulari  en  papel  de 
cinticinco  centavos,  y  deberi  ir  acompanada  : 

I®.  De  dos  cjemplares  de  la  marca,  6  del  signo  distintivo  del  que  se  quiera 
-er  uso ; 

s^.  De  una  descripci6n,  por  duplicado,  de  la  marca  6  del  signo,  si  se  trata  de 
iras  6  de  emblemas,  debiendo  indicarse  la  clase  de  objetos  i  que  est6n  destina- 
»,  y  si  van  k  aplicarse  a  productos  de  una  f&brica  (i  objetos  de  comercio; 
5".  De  un  rccibo  en  que  conste  haberse  depositado  en  la  Tesoreria  Nacional 
impuesto  establecido  por  el  articulo  22;  el  cual  se  devolveri  en  caso  de 
-lararse  improcedente  el  registro  de  la  marca;  y 

<!►•.  De  un  poder  en  forma,  en  caso  de  que  el  interesado  no  se  prcsente  per 
">almente. 

Articulo   15".   Si  la  marca  contuviere  alguna  contrasena  y   los  intcresadov 
*sieren  hacer  reservada  referencia  de  ella,  lo  verificariin  en  un  pliego  cerrado 
^crado  con  un  sello,.que  s61o  podri  abrir  el  Juez  respective,  en  caso  de  litigio 
*^cusaci6n  criminal. 
-^iTfcuLO  16®,    Al  pie  de  las  solicitudes  se  hari  constar  la  fecha  y  hora  en  qu« 

prcsentaren,  por  medio  de  una  raz6n  firmada  y  scllada  por  el  Subsecretario 
*  ramo;  y  el  interesado  tendri  derecho  i  que  se  le  de  rccibo  de  la  solicitud, 
^  expresi6n  de  la  hora  en  que  la  present6. 

Articulo  17®.   El  derecho  de  prelaci6n  para  la  propiedad  de  una  marca,  se 
cidir^  por  el  dia  y  hora  en  que  sea  presentada  la  solicitud  i  la  Oficina. 

Bull.  No.  10 6 
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AUTfcuLO  1 8^.  La  solid tud  sobrc  propiedad  de  una  marca  se  mandari  publica 
por  61  termino  de  un  mes,  en  cl  peri6dico  oficial,  y  se  pasari  despu6s  i  1 
**  Oficina  de  M areas  "  para  que  informe.  Si  no  se  hubierc  prcscntado  oposici6i 
ni  fuere  dcsfavorable  cl  informe,  se  emitiri  acuerdo  gubcrnativo  ordenando  < 
registro  de  la  marca.  Con  tal  Hn  se  remitiri  el  expedients  original  y  la  muesti 
i  la  "  Oficina  de  Marcas,"  para  que  se  haga  el  registro  en  forma;  se  tome  raz6 
al  pic  de  las  diligencias,  del  nfimero,  folio  y  libro  del  registro,  y  se  archive,  pai 
conscancia  de  la  operaci6n  practicada.  La  certificaci6n  de  la  inscripci6n,  aeon 
pafiada  de  uno  de  los  ejemplares  de  la  marca  registrada,  servirii  al  industrial  ( 
titulo  de  propiedad  de  la  respectiva  marca. 

Articulo  19®.  En  caso  de  oposici6n  6  informe  desfavorable  i  la  solicitud  > 
registro  de  una  marca,  se  oiri  al  Ministerio  Publico,  y  en  seguida  se  resolvcrfi 
proccdente,  si  no  hubiere  nuevas  diligencias  que  practicar. 

Art£culo   20®.   Todas  las  cuestiones    contenciosas  entre  particulares,  sol 

derecho  al  uso  de  una  marca,  falsificaci6n  de  ella,  6  imitaci6n  de  la  misma,  ! 

de  la  exclusiva  competencia  de  los  Tribunales. 

4c  ife  «  «  «  *  * 

Articulo  22®.  Por  el  registro  y  certificado  de  marca,  cualquiera  que  sea 
procedencia,  se  pagari  un  derecho  de  treinta  pesos. 

Por  el  registro  y  certificado  de  transferencia,  se  pagarin  quince  pesos. 

Por  los  testimonios  de  certificado  que  se  solicitaren  en  adelante,  se  paga 

cinco  pesos,  fuera  del  valor  del  sello  del  papel  de  la  actuaci6n  en  que  se  exticnc 

Estos  derechos  se  cubririn  en  la  Tesoreria  Nacional. 

«  *  *  *  «  *  * 

ARTfcuLo  24^.  Las  fSlibricas  de  paises  con  quienes  la  Repiiblica  tenga  en  v: 
convenios  sobre  el  particular,  registrariin  sus  marcas  prescntindose  los  due 
por  si  6  por  medio  de  apoderado,  con  mandato  legal,  y  la  constancia  de  ^ 
registrada  la  marca  en  el  otro  pais,  debiendo,  ambos  documentos,  estar  traducr: 
en  su  caso  y  siempre  legalizados. 

Articulo  25".  El  que  haya  inscrito  su  marca,  tiene  la  propiedad  de  < 
mientras  los  Tribunales  no  manden  cancelar  la  partida.  En  consecuencia,  p«^ 
transmitirse  (i  otorgarse  el  permiso  para  usarla,  anunci&ndolo  en  el  pcricS' 
oficial  y  anotando  en  la  **  Oficina  de  Marcas"  la  escritura  de  traspaso  6  • 
cesi6n. 

Los  que  anteriormente  hayan  omitido  estos  requisitos,  cuidar&n  de  lle»  ^ 
para  legalizar  sus  derechos. 

Articulo  26".  El  nombre  del  comerciante  y  el  de  la  raz6n  social,  el  ^^ 
muestra  6  designaci6n  de  casa  que  negocie  en  artfculos  determinados,  const  ^ 
una  propiedad  industrial,  para  los  afectos  de  esta  ley. 

ArtIculo  27".  Si  un  comerciante  quisiere  ejercer  una  industria  ya  explc^ 
por  otra  persona,  con  el  mismo  nombre  6  con  la  misma  designaci6n  convcnci^ 
deberi  adoptar  una  modificaci6n  que  haga  que  ese  nombre  6  esa  designaci6^ 
visiblemente  distinta  de  la  que  usaba  la  casa  preexistente. 

Art£culo  28®.  Las  sociedades  an6nimas  tienen  derecho  al  nombre  que  Ue^ 
como  cualquier  particular,  y  estan  sujetas  i  las  mismas  preschpciones. 

Articulo   29®.    El   derecho   al   uso   exclusivo   del    nombre   como   propi^ 
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astrial,  tcrminarS  con  la  casa  de  comcrcio  que  lo  lleve,  6  con  la  explotaci6n 
ramo  de  industria. 

Irticulo  30**.  No  es  necesario  el  regis tro  del  nombre  para  ejercer  los  derechos 
rdados  por  esta  ley,  salvo  el  caso  en  que  tbrme  parte  de  la  marca. 
^rtIculo  31^  El  registro  de  marcas  se  entiende  acordado  sin  responsabilidad 
ma  del  Gobierno,  quedando  unicamente  i  los  que  se  crean  perjudicados  por 
tercero,  el  derecho  de  acudir  i  los  Tribunales  i  deducir  la  acci6n  civil  6 
ninal  que  corresponda. 

^RTfcuLo  32°.  Ser&n  castigados  con  la  pena  de  seis  meses  i  un  afio  de  arresto 
^•or,  conmutable  en  todo  6  en  parte,  conforme  al  articulo  46  del  C6digo 
lal: 

L®.  Los  que  falsiAquen  6  aduiteren  de  cualquiera  manera,  una  marca  de  fiibrica, 
comercio  6  de  industria  ; 

2**.  Los  que  pongan  sobre  sus  productos  6  los  efectos  de  su  comercio,  una 
Tca  ajena ; 

3®.  Los  que  con  conocimiento  vendan,  pongan  en  venta,  se  prcsten  i  vender 
i  circular,  articulos  con  marca  falsificada  6  fraudulentamente  aplicada ; 
4.°.  Los  que  i  sabiendas  vendan,  pongan  en  venta,  6  se  presten  i  vender  mar- 
i  FalsiHcadas,  y  los  que  vendan   marcas  aut^nticas,   sin  conocimiento   de   su 
>pietario ; 

5°.  Todos  aquellos  que  con  intenci6n  fraudulenta  pongan  6  hagan  poner 
>Te  una  mercaderia,  una  enunciaci6n  6  cualquiera  otra  designaci6n  falsa  con 
aci6n  al  registro  de  la  marca  6  i  la  naturaleza,  calidad,  cantidad,  numero, 
>o  6  medida,  6  al  lugar  6  pais  eh  el  cual  haya  sido  fabricada  6  expedida ;  y 
S°.  Los  que  i  sabiendas  vendan,  pongan  en  venta,  6  se  presten  i  vender  mer- 
ierias  con  cualquiera  de  las  enunciaciones  falsas,  mencionadas  en  el  inciso 
eerier. 

-ARTfcuLO  33".  Para  que  haya  delito,  no  es  necesario  que  la  falsificaci6n  abrace 
ios  los  objetos  que  debian  ser  marcados,  bastando  la  aplicaci6n  i  un  solo 
jcto. 

*ARTfcuLo  34°.  La  simple  tentativa  no  induce  penalidad,  ni  causa  responsabili- 
d  civil,  pero  da  lugar  i  la  destrucci6n  de  los  instrumentos  que  debian  servir 
^lusivamente  para  la  falsificaci6n. 

Articulo  35".  Los  que  venden  6  ponen  en  venta  mercaderias  con  marca  usur- 
^da  6  falsificada,  est&n  obligados  i  dar  al  comerciante  6  fabricante  dueno  de 
'*s,  noticias  completas  por  escrito,  sobre  el  nombre  y  la  direcci6n  del  que  les 
^ya  vcndido  6  procurado  la  mercaderia,  asi  como  sobre  la  ^poca  en  que  haya 
•nicnzado  el  expendio,  y  en  caso  de  resistencia  podrin  ser  compelidos  judicial- 
^ntc,  so  pena  de  ser  considerados  como  c6mplices  del  delincuente. 
ArtIculo  ^6**.  Las  mercaderias  con  marca  falsificada,  que  se  encontraren  en 
>acr  del  falsificador  6  de  sus  agentes,  ser&n  comisadas  y  vendidas,  y  su  producto, 
^pu6s  de  pagados  los  costos  6  indemnizaciones  establecidas  por  esta  ley,  se  ad- 
^Jcar4  i  la  Tesoreria  de  las  casas  de  Beneficencia  de  la  localidad. 
ARTicuLO  37**.  Las  marcas  falsificadas  que  se  encontraren  en  poder  del  falsi- 
•^^dor  6  de  sus  agentes,  serin  inutilizadas,  asl  como  los  instrumentos  que  hubie- 
'*i  servido  especialmente  para  la  falsificaci6n. 
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ArtIculo  38°.  La  acci6n  criminal  no  podri  iniciarse  de  oficio,  y  corrcspondcr 
solamente  i  los  particulares  interesados,  pero  una  vez  entablada  podri  conti 
nuarse  por  pedido  del  Ministerio  fiscal  del  respective  departamento. 

£1  demandante  podrd  desistir  de  su  acci6n  hasta  el  momento  de  dictarse  1 
sencencia. 

ArtIculo  39®.  Los  damnificados  por  contravcnci6n  i  los  preccptos  dc  estalev 
podrin  ejercer  su  acci6n,  por  dafios  y  perjuicios,  contra  los  autores  y  coopcra 
dores  del  fraude. 

Las  sentencias  de  condenaci6n  serin  publicadas  i  costa  del  contraventor. 

ArtIculo  40®.  No  se  podri  intentar  acci6n  civil  ni  criminal  despues  dc  pasa 
dos  tres  anos  de  cometido  6  repetido  el  delito,  6  despues  de  un  ano  contad 
desde  el  dia  en  que  el  propietario  de  la  marca  tuvo  conocimiento  del  hcchc 
por  primera  Vez. 

Los  actos  que  interrumpen  la  prescripci6n,  son  aquellos  que  estin  determi 
nados  por  el  dercho  com6n. 

ARTfcuLo  41®.  Las  disposiciones  contenidas  en  los  articulos  de  la  prcscntc  ley 
serin  aplicables  i  los  que  hicieren  uso  del  nombre  de  un  comerciante  6  de  un 
raz6n  social,  de  la  muestra  6  de  la  designaci6n  de  una  casa  de  comercio,  Indus 
tria  6  fibrica,  sin  tener  para  ello  la  autorizaci6n  legal  correspondiente. 

ARTfcuLO  42".   Los  industriales,  comerciantes  6  fabricantes  que  al  promulgari 
esta  ley,  estuvieren  en  posesi6n  de  una  marca  inscrita  dentro  del  terriiorio  dc 
Republica,  no  podrin  obtener  el  derecho  al  uso  exclusive  de  ella  conformc  i 
presente  ley,  sino  llenando  las  condiciones  exigidas  por  ella.      Con  cstc  fin, 
les  acuerda  un  plazo  de  seis  meses,  i  contarse  desde  el  dia  de  su  promulgaci^ 

Art£culo  43®.  Si  antes  de  la  promulgaci6n  de  esta  ley,  varios  industrial 
comerciantes  6  fabricantes  hubiesen  hecho  uso  de  una  misma  marca,  el  derc< 
al  uso  exclusive  de  ella  perteneceri  i  aqu61  que  probase  haber  hecho  uso  legit' 
de  tal  marca  antes  que  los  demis. 

Si  ninguno  de  los  interesados  pudiere  justificar  la  prioridad  en  el  uso  <3. 
marca,  se  acordard  la  propiedad  de  ella  al  que  tenga  mayores  elementos  de  j 
ducci6n. 

Art/culo  44".  No  habi6ndose  hecho  registrar  una  marca  dentro  del  f* 
fijado  en  el  articulo  42,  nadie  podri  prevalerse  del  uso  hecho  de  ella,  antes  ^ 
sanci6n  de  la  presente  ley,  para  reclamar  el  derecho  de  priondad. 

ArtIculo  45".   Para  que  las  marcas  extranjeras  gocen  de  las  garantias  qu^ 
ley  acuerda,  deberin  ser  registradas  conformc  i  los  Tratados  respectivos. 

Los  propietarios  de  ella  6  sus  agentes  debidamente  autorizados,  son  los  u  ^ 
que  pueden  solicitar  el  registro. 

♦  «  ♦  4(  ♦  *  * 

LEY  DE  PATENTES. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  ^: 

ARTfcuLO  2®.   Todo  guatemalteco  6  extranjero  domiciliado  en  la  Rcpubli' 
que  invente  alguna  miquina,  instrumento  6  aparato  mecinico,  manufactura 
cualquiera  especie,  6  m^todo  de  procedimiento  de  util  aplicaci6n  i  las  cicncias 
k  las  artes,  podri  obtener  del   Gobierno  una  "patente  de  invenci6n"  que 
asegure  por  un  t^rmino  de  cinco  i  quince  afios  la  propiedad  de  su  invento. 
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Tambi^n  cl  que  mejorasc  un  dcscubrimiento  6  invcnci^n  patentada,  tendrfi 
recho  i  solicitar  una  patentc  adicional,  que  nunca  se  concederi  por  mayor 
'mino  que  el  que  falcare  de  vencimiento  i  la  patente  principal. 
Articulo  3°.  Sc  tendrin  por  descubrimientos  6  invenciones  nuevos  ;  los  nuevos 
oductos  industriales,  los  nuevos  medios  y  la  nueva  aplicacidn  de  medios  cono- 
ios  para  la  obtenci6n  de  un  resulcado  6  de  un  producto  industrial,  ya  sea  por 
i  procedimiento  completamente  original,  6  bien  por  el  perfeccionamiento  de 
s  ya  conocidos. 

Articulo  4°.  No  se  concederin  paten tes  por  los  descubrimientos  6  inven- 
ones  que  sean  conocidos  en  el  pais  6  en  el  extranjero,  como  todo  6  como  parte 
!  an  procedimiento  ya  usado. 

ArtIculo  5^.  La  concesi6n  de  una  patente  causa  &  favor  del  tesoro  publico, 
n  dcrecho  de  treinta  pesos  anuales,  mientras  dure  el  privilegio. 

ARTfcuLO  6°.  £1  pago  de  las  anualidades  referidas,  se  efectuari  en  la  Tesore- 
a  Nacional,  el  primer  afio,  al  concederse  el  privilegio ;  y  en  los  sucesivos,  en 
s  diez  primeros  dlas  de  enero,  bajo  la  pena  de  cancelarse  la  patente  por  la 
Hcina  que  la  expidi6. 

Articulo  7**.  No  se  concederSn  patentes  cuando  la  invenci6n  6  mejora  sea 
mtraria  i  los  derechos  anteriormente  adquiridos  por  un  tercero,  i  la  seguri- 
id,  a  la  salud  publica  6  a  la  moral. 

ArtIculo  8®.   Las  patentes  caducan  : 

1".  Por  haber  sido  expedidas  en  perjuicio  delos  derechos  de  un  tercero,  segun 
eclaraci6n  6  fallo  de  tribunal  competente. 

2°.  Por  transcurrir  un  afio  sin  ponerse  en  pr4ctica  la  industria  6  empresa  para 
uc  sc  ortog6  la  patente. 

3^  Por  el  abandono  de  un  ano  de  la  empresa  6  industria  despu^s  de  planteada. 

4**-  Cuando  los  productos  que  se  expenden  son  inferiorcs  i  las  muestras  pre- 
-ntadas  por  adulteraci6n  quese  hiciera; 

La  caducidad  se  declarari  por  el  tribunal  competente,  4  solicitud  de  cualquier 
'cino  6  del  Ministerio  Fiscal. 

Articulo  9**.  La  persona  que  perfeccione  el  invento  de  otra  que  est6 
^tcntado,  no  podri  usarde  lainvenci6n  principal  sin  concertase con  el  inventor; 

^stc  tampoco  podr^  usar  de  la  mejora  patendada  por  el  primero,  sin  su 
^torizaci6n. 

Articulo  10®.  Las  patentes  se  entienden  concedidas  s61o  por  el  procedi- 
'^^"^to,  no  sobre  los  productos  que  pucdan  obtenerse  por  distinto  sistemade 
^^oraci6n. 

Articulo  11**.  Cumplido  el  t^rmino  prescrito  en  la  patente,  se  publicardn  las 
^s<^ripciones  del  autor  6  inventor,  se  podrin  tomar  copias  de  ellas  y  serd  libre 
^^^c  entonces  la  fabricaci6n  por  el  procedimiento  que  estaba  patentado. 

Articulo  1 2".  Todo  guatemalteco  6  extranjero  que  tenga  un  afio  de  domi- 
'*iado  en  el  pais,  que  invente  6  perfeccione  una  mSquina,  instrumento,  aparato, 
^^Hufactura,  m^todo  6  procedimiento  industrial,  puede  obtener  del  Ejecutivo  la 
^^pcctiva  patente. 

Las  invenciones  hechas  en  el  extranjero  podrin  patentarse  en  esta  Repdblica, 
•^ando  s61o  por  ese  medio  pueda  establecerse  una  nueva  industria  en  el  pais,  por 


1738  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

ser  secreto  el  procedimiento  para  fabricarla ;  y  en  todo  caso,  cuando  haya  trat 
dos  internacionales  6  convenciones  que  asi  lo  establezcan. 

ArtIculo  13*^.  El  Gobierno  al  conceder  una  patente  deja  siempre  i  sal?o 
tercero  el  deducir  en  juicio  el  mejor  derecho  que  pueda  tener  conforme  i  laic 

ArtIculo  14°.  La  solicitud  para  obtener  una  patente,  se  presentarfi  i  la  Seci 
taria  de  Fomento,  en  papel  sellado  de  veinticinco  centavos  cada  foja. 

Al  pie  de  tal  solicitud,  cuidari  en  el  acto  el  Subsecretario  de  poner  razi 
bajo  su  firma,  de  la  hora  y  dia  en  que  se  present^,  dando  recibo  al  interesado 
lo  pidiere. 

ArtIculo  1 5**.  La  solicitud  se  acompafiar&  de  las  muestras,  dibujos  6  moocK 
segdn  la  naturaleza  de  cada  caso,  y  de  una  declaraci6n  jurada,  con  la  legalizaci* 
de  firma  ante  Notario,  conteniendo  la  descripci6n  clara  del  invento  y  la  protes 
de  que  antes  no  se  tenia  conocimiento  de  61.  Tambi^n  se  acompanari  i 
solicitud  el  comprobante  del  pago  de  derecho  i  que  se  refiere  el  articulo  5^ 
*  ♦  «  «  «  4*  * 

ArtIculo  22®.  Todo  aquel  que  haya  obtenido  una  patente  de  invenci6n  6 1 
perfecci6n,  puede  transferir  sus  derechos  bajo  las  condiciones  que  estime  opo 
tunas,  siempre  que  se  determine  la  persona  obligada  al  pago  del  derecho  lisc 
anual,  se  haga  en  escritura  publica  registrada  en  el  libro  de  patentes  y  se  anunc 
en  el  peri6dico  oficial. 

ArtIculo  23®.  En  el  traspaso  deberi  indicarse  si  s61o  se  concede  el  derecho 
fabricaci6n  6  si  es  el  privilegio  en  lo  absoluto,  y  si  se  contrae  i  determina 
poblaci6n  6  i  toda  la  Republica. 

ArtIculo  24®.  Serin  castigados  con  la  pena  de  seis  meses  &  un  ano  de  arre 
mayor,  conmutable  en  todo  6  en  parte,  conforme  al  articulo  46  del  C6d 
Fiscal : 

1®.  Los  que  falsifiquen  miquinas,  aparatos  6  piezas  de  aparato  patentado' 

2^.  Los  que  con  conocimiento  de  que  son  falsificados,  los  negocien  de  c 
quiera  manera. 

3*^.  Los  que  falsifiquen  productos  6  manufacturas  paten tadas. 

4".  Los  que  con  conocimiento  de  que  son  falsificados,  los  negocien  dc  C 
quiera  manera. 

5®.  Los  que  hayan  hecho  una  declaraci6n  falsa,  contra  el  tenor  del  articulo 

6**.  Los  que  hicieren  aparecer  como  patentado  un  objeto,  sin  estarlo  legalme 

ArtIculo  25".  Los  que  vendan  objetos  que  falsifican  &  los  patentados,  esti 
la  6bligaci6n  de  dar  al  patentado  noticias  del  nombre  del  autor  6  vendedo 
ellos  y  de  la  6poca  en  que  lef  fueron  entregados;  debiendo  considerarse  c 
plices,  en  caso  de  que  no  den  explicaci6n  satisfactoria  de  su  procedencia. 

ArtIculo  26^.  Adem&s  de  la  pena  que  fija  el  articulo  24,  se  impondri  la  6 
p6rdida  de  los  objetos  falsificados  y  la  indemnizaci6n  de  danos  y  perjuicios. 

ArtIculo  27®.  No  se  podr4  intentar  acci6n  civil  ni  criminal,  si  los  objeto 
procedencia  legitima  no  llevan  la  indicaci6n  de  estar  patentados  y  el  ndmert 
la  patente,  siempre  que  sea  posible  indicarlo.    • 

Tampoco  podrin  intentarse  tales  acciones,  despues  de  transcurridos  tres  a 
de  cometido  6  repetido  el  delito,  6  despu6s  de  un  afto  contado  desde  el  dia 
que  el  patentado  tuvo  conocimiento  del  hecho  por  la  primera  vez. 
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Los  actos  que  interrumpen  la  prescripci6n,  est&n  determinados  por  el  derecho 
>miin. 

AfcTfcuLo  28®.  Son  c6mplicc8  dc  \o8  delitos  expresados,  los  obreros  que  des- 
ibran  los  secretos  de  las  f&bricas  en  que  trabajan,  con  referenda  i  los  procedi- 
lientos  patentados. 


MEXICO. 

EXPORTACION   DE    GANADO. 

Dice  el  "National  Provisioner"  (que  se  publica  en  Chicago  y 
sn  Nueva  York)  en  su  numero  del  26  de  marzo,  que  la  exis- 
tencia  de  ganado  vacuno  en  Mexico  esta  casi  totalmente  agotada. 
Este  estado  de  cosas  se  atribuye  a  la  extraordinaria  demanda  de 
:ame  de  vaca  mexicana,  que  empezo  hace  como  dos  anos.  El 
^nado  que  se  beneficio  a  fin  de  cubrir  esta  demanda  fue  sacado 
ie  los  Estados  de  Chihuahua  y  Sonora  en  numero  de  5,000  a 
5,000  cabezas  mensuales.  Ademas  de  esto,  la  exportacion  de 
ganado  en  pie  a  los  Estados  Unidos,  durante  los  ultimos  doce 
nieses,  ha  sido  considerable.  Mantienese  todavia  esta  demanda,  y 
fl  resultado  es  que  la  existencia  de  ganado,  en  apariencia  inagota- 
We,  del  norte  de  Mexico  ha  sido  grandemente  reducida.  Infierese 
Ic  aqui  que  los  ganaderos  mexicanos  han  obtenido  provecho 
'Onsiderable  de  sus  haciendas. 

CONTRATO  CON  LA  COMPANIa  MEXICANA  DEL  CABLE 

TELEGRAFICO. 

Con  fecha  15  de  noviembre  de  1897,  el  Gobiemo  mexicano 
-lebro  un  contrato  por  mediacion  del  Secretario  de  Comunica- 
ones  y  Obras  Publicas  con  la  Compania  Mexicana  del  Cable 
^legrafico.  En  este  contrato,  ratificado  por  el  Congreso,  se 
tipula  que  el  servicio  telegrafico  internacional  de  la  Republica 
^cdara  a  cargo  de  las  lineas  de  aquella  compania  en  combinacion 
^ti  la  compania  titulada  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company 
^  los  Estados  Unidos.  Por  virtud  de  este  convenio  la  Western 
'tiion  Telegraph  Company  queda  autorizada  para  conectar  sus 
Ombres  con  los  de  la  compania  mexicana,  sobre  6  bajo  tierra, 
si  como  tambien  el  cable  submarino,  en  Laredo,  Tamaulipas, 
-iudad  Juarez,   Chihuahua    y  Nogales.     Por  los  terminos  del 
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articulo  24,  la  Compafiia  Telegrafica  Mexicana  se  obliga  a  abonai 
al  Gobiemo  de  Mexico  15  por  ciento  del  provecho  anual  del 
servicio  intemacional  de  la  Republica,  que  tenga  lugar  por  h 
frontera  del  norte  6  por  medio  de  su  cable.  La  compaiiia  garan- 
tiza  que  el  referido  15  por  ciento  no  bajara  de  $20,000  oro  anua- 
les  mientras  dure  el  contrato. 

Segun  el  articulo  26,  el  servicio  telegrafico  intemacional  dc  la 
Republica  sera  Uevado  a  cabo  solamente  por  el  Gobiemo  Federal 
la  Compaiiia  Telegrafica  Mexicana,  y  la  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, mientras  este  contrato  este  vigente;  y  la  expresion  "ser- 
vicio telegrafico  intemacional"  incluye  el  servicio  de  telefono 
y  todo  cambio  de  despachos  ya  sea  directamente  por  contacto  de 
las  lineas,  6  ya  indirectamente  por  medio  de  mensajeros,  6  de  otra 
suerte. 

En  caso  de  falta  de  cumplimiento  del  parrafo  1°  de  este  articulo, 
la  Compania  Telegrafica  Mexicana  podra  suspender  el  pago  del 
15  por  ciento  de  las  utilidades  de  que  se  ha  hecho  merito. 

EL  CANAL  DE  DRENAJE. 

La  grande  obra  de  construccion  del  canal  de  drenaje  del  Valle 
de  Mexico,  ha  sido  terminada,  con  excepcion  de  unos  cuantos 
toques  finales.  Segun  informes,  este  canal  que  ha  llamado  la 
la  atencion  de  los  ingenieros  en  Mexico  desde  que  los  trabajos  se 

• 

iniciaron  en  1607,  estara  en  operacion  dentro  de  los  proximos  seis 
meses.  El  contrato  por  el  cual  se  ha  llevado  a  cabo  la  obra  se 
celebro  en  25  de  diciembre  de  1889  entre  el  Gobierno  Mexicano 
y  los  Senores  Pearson  ft  Sons  de  Londres.  La  obra  completa, 
incluyendo  canal  y  tunel,  tendra  40  millas  de  largo  y  costara 
$20,000,000. 

El  Valle  de  Mexico  es  una  inmensa  hoya  y  tiene  una  extension 
de  2,200  millas  cuadradas  con  una  altura  media  sobre  el  nivel  del 
mar  de  7,413  pies.  Fue  en  un  principio  un  mar  interior  V  t^ 
los  procesos  naturales  de  absorcion,  evaporacion,  etc.,  quedo  una 
serie  de  lagos  que  han  sido  fuentes  de  constante  peligro  para  w 
vida  y  la  propiedad  y  una  amenaza  a  la  salud  de  los  habitantcs  dc 
de  la  ciudad  de  Mexico  y  de  las  villas  y  aldeas  vecinas. 

El  Senor  Romero,  Ministro  de  Mexico  en  los  Estados  Unidos. 
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un  articulo  sobre  la  materia  publicado  en  el  "Engineering 
agazine  "  de  1 895,  dice : 

I^uando  desaparezca  el  peligro  de  las  inundaciones  y  se  ponga  remedio  i  la 
alubridad  por  medio  de  un  sistema  apropiado  de  drenaje,  la  mayor  seguridad 
vidas  y  propiedades  de  aquella  suerte  obtenida,  iniluiri  en  la  prosperidad  de 
iudad  de  Mexico.  £1  valor  de  la  propiedad  aumentari,  y  la  poblaci6n  crecerfi 
>idamente,  sin  contar  el  niimero  de  viajeros  que  vendr&n  de  los  Estados 
lidos. 

ARRENDAMIENTO  DEL  FERROCARRIL  DE  TEHJJANTEPEC. 

Se  ha  celebrado  un  contrato  entre  el  Gobiemo  Mexicano  y  lacasa 
e  los  Senores  Pearson  &  Sons,  de  Londres,  por  el  cual  el  Gobiemo 
I  en  arrendamiento  a  aquella  firma,  por  un  periodo  de  cincuenta 
ios  a  contar  desde  el  1°  de  abril  de  1898,  el  Ferrocarril  de 
ehuantepec,  con  todas  sus  pertenencias.  El  arrendamiento  com- 
rende  la  obligacion  de  construir  puertos  buenos  y  seguros  en  los 
3s  extremos  de  la  linea,  Coatzacoalcas  y  Salina  Cruz.  Por 
»s  terminos  del  contrato  los  Senores  Pearson  &  Sons  se  obligan 
poner  la  linea  en  buenas  condiciones  para  el  servicio  y  a  mantenerla 
1  el  mismo  estado  hasta  que  sea  traspasada  al  Gobierno  a  la 
tpiracion  del  plazo  del  arrendamiento.     El  Gobierno  garantiza 

6  por  ciento  del  capital  empleado  en  el  mejoramiento  de  la 
nea,  y  la  utilidad  que  exceda  de  este  tanto  por  ciento  ingresara  en 

tesoro  nacional. 

dep6sitos  de  carbon. 

Uno  de  los  puntos  de  principal  e  inmediata  importancia  en 
uanto  a  los  intereses  industrials  de  Mexico,  es  la  necesidad  de 
xplotar  los  depositos  de  carbon  del  pais  que  no  han  sido  objeto 
^  toda  la  consideracion  que  su  necesidad  e  importancia  deman- 
3n.  Del  periodico  "The  Black  Diamond"  que  se  publica  en 
hicago,  se  han  tomado  los  siguientes  parrafos  sobre  la  materia : 

Con  el  desarrollo  de  las  manufacturas  de  Mexico  y  la  extensi6n  de  sus  ferro- 
^^nles,  ha  cenido  lugar  una  creciente  demanda  de  carb6n.  La  falta  de  carbon 
^atoesta  impidiendo  el  desarrollo  de  M6xico  en  grado  noinsignificante.  Ha 
abido  una  raz6n  por  la  cual  los  minerales  de  Mexico  han  sido  importados  en 
^  Estados  Unidas  en  tales  cantidades,  y  como  la  tarifa  de  minerales  tender^  i 
Oartar  csta  introduccion,  se  acentuard  mis  la  demanda  de  las  maquinarias  que 
'quieren  el  empleo  del  carb6n. 
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Segun  las  estadisticas  del  Gobierno  mexicano,  la  importaci6n  de  carbon  ycoke 
en  Mexico  iu6  como  sigue: 


Afio. 

- 

Coke.           Carfa6n. 

i8q4 

1 
$378.  S22 

$626,070 

*  "V^ ■••• 

i8q5 

287.  075 
492,  167 

701,013 

*  ^yj • •• • 

1896 

406,376 

% 

Al  mismo  tiempo  hubo  la  siguiente  exportaci6n  de  carb6n  i  los  Estados  Unidos: 

• 

Afio.                                                                               ,     CarMn. 

i8q4 

$20;,  60s 

*  '-'y*t • • 

i8q5 

232,019 

1806 , 

270,176 

*  **  V" .*.    ............. 

Estas  cifras  representan  solamente  el  producto  de  las  minas  del  Fcrrocarril 
Internacional  Mexicano  en  el  Estado  de  Coahuila. 

La  mayor  parte  de  las  locomotoras  y  las  mayorcs  Hibricas  emplean  leiia. 
En  nueve  Estados  mexicanos  hay  minas  de  carb6n,  pero  la  mayor  parte  de  estos 
dep6sitios  no  son  hoy  accesibles  desde  los  ferrocarriles  existentes.  Uno  de 
estos  dep6sitos,  situado  en  los  limitos  del  Estado  de  Veracruz,  no  s61o  es  de  tlcil 
acceso  para  un  ferrocarril,  sino  que  este  atravesaria  una  rica  secci6n  del  pals  y 
abriria,  prolongindola  m&s  hicia  el  sur,  un  camino  mas  corto  y  flUcil  del  puerto 
de  Tampico  i  la  Capital,  en  cuyos  puntos  encontraria  mercados  favcrables. 

Los  dep6sitos  de  carb6n  de  San  Marcial,  en  el  valle  del  Yaqui,  en  Viejo 
Mexico,  prometen  ser  muy  valiosos.  Se  dice  que  son  maravillosos  y  que  talvcz 
den  mirgen  i  una  revoluci6n  en  el  comercio  de  combustible  en  la  costa  del 
Pacffico.  Estos  dep6sitos  contienen  108  millas  cuadradas  m&s  de  irea  super- 
ficial que  los  cinco  dep6sitos  de  carb6n  antracito  de  Pennsylvania,  y  suircacs 
s61o  1 2J^  millas  cuadradas  menor  que  el  irea  total  de  los  dep6sitos  de  carbon 

• 

dc  Inglaterra.  Las  venas  carboniferas  se  extienden,  sin  soluci6n  de  conu- 
nuidad,  desde  la  cima  de  la  cordillera  de  Los  Bronces  hasta  el  Rio  Y^^^ 
Dicese  tambi6n  que  el  carb6n  es  de  calidad  superior,  y  aun  mayor  que  cl 
antracito  de  Pennsylvania.  El  carb6n  de  M6xico  ticnc  de  90  i  92  porciento 
de  carb6no  fijo ;  de  3J^  4  5  por  ciento  de  materia  combustible  voUtil;  ydc4^ 
i  5  por  ciento  de  ceniza,  y  no  deja  escoria. 

Estas  ricas  minas,  de  f&cil  acceso  i  la  costa,  debieran  atraer  la  atencion  de  los 
capitalistas. 
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NICARAGUA. 

PLATANOS  EVAPORADOS. 

En  un  numero  anterior  de  este  BoletIn,  se  dio  cuenta  de  una 
municacion  dirigida  a  esta  Oficina  por  Mr.  M.  J.  Clancy, 
jente  Consular  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Bluefields,  Nicaragua, 

la  cual  decia  el  mencionado  Consul  que  se  estaba  ensayando 
cxportacion  de  platanos  evaporados  a  los  Estados  Unidos  y 
aropa,  para  lo  cual  se  utilizaba  el  exceso  de  produccion  de  dicha 
ita  en  aquel  distrito. 

Se  decia  que  millones  de  pequeBos  racimos,  impropios  para  ^a 
:portaci6n,  eran  arrojados  en  el  rio,  6  se  les  dejaba  podrir  en  el 
elo;  y  se  consignaba  ademas  que  en  caso  de  obtener  exito,  aquel 
cperimento,  no  solo  se  aprovecharia  toda  la  cosecha,  sino  que  los 
bricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  encontrarian  ancho  campo  donde 
)locar  los  implementos  adaptables  a  aquella  industria. 

Como  informacion  adicional,  se  inserta  en  este  BoletIn  la 
guiente  carta  de  Mr.  Clancy,  publicada  en  el  "  Bluefields 
t^ecorder "  de  5  de  marzo  de  1 898 : 

Agencia  Consular  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 

Bluejidds,  Nicaragua^febrero  2S,  18^8, 

ALENTINB  BROTHERS, 

Agentts  dt  la  Compahia  del  Ferrocarril  de  Honduras,  New  York  City. 

MuY  SeffoRES  Mfos :  Acuso  recibo  de  la  apreciable  de  Yds.  de  fecha  1 7  del 
^friente,  relaciva  i  la  industria  de  plitanos  evaporados. 

£mpezar6  diciendo  que  hay  anualmente  en  el  distrito  platanero  de  Bluefields, 
'lUones  de  racimos  de  pl&tanos  de  siete  6  menos  manos,  que  6  son  arrojados 
^os  rfos,  6  abandonados  en  el  suelo,  donde  se  pudren  por  falta  de  mercado. 

^ealcanzar  6xito  la  industria  de  pl&tnnos  evaporados,  los  plantadores  del  rio 
^condido  y  sus  tributarios  obtendrian  considerable  beneBcio. 

No  puede  decirse  siquiera  que  esta  industria  se  encuentra  en  lo  que  pudi6ramos 
^mar  sus  comienzos,  pues  las  miquinas  evaporadoras  que  ahora  se  usan  son  de 
^ncaci6n  local  improvisadas  por  los  mismos  plantadores,  al  mismo  tiempo  que 
^  que  i  esta  industria  se  dedican  no  saben  absolutamente  nada  de  los  principios 
^  la  evaporaci6n  de  frutas.  Esto  fu6  lo  que  me  movi6  i  dirigir  una  comuni- 
^i6n  sobre  la  materia  i  la  Oficina  de  las  Repdblicas  Americanas,  con  el  objeto 
•  que  se  le  diera  publicidad. 

Cuando  los  fabricantes  de  m&quinas  para  la  evaporaci6n  de  frutas  vean  que 
iste  un  mercado  ilimitado  para  la  colocaci6n  de  sus  productos,  fabricar&n  una 
iquina  de  aquella  clase,  adaptable  i  esta  industria  particular. 
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Los  natives  de  las  islas  de  Samoa  secan  los  pl&canos  al  sol«  y  exportan  los  que 
no  usan  para  el  consume  locals  pero  ignoro  cual  sea  el  mercado  adonde  envian 
sus  productos. 

£1  Director  del  Parque  6  Museo  Nacional  de  Copenhague,  Dinamarca,  harfa 
pedidos  mensuales  de  pl&tanos  asi  preparados,  si  encontrara  quien  estuviese  dis- 
puesto  a  suministrarlos. 

El  pl&tano  en  esta  forma  se  usa  en  la  confecci6n  de  confituras,  y  es  exceJente 
para  la  alimentaci6n  de  los  animales  que  estfin  en  casas  y  en  parques  zool6gicos. 

Alemania,  Noruega  y  Suecia,  donde  la  introducci6n  de  pl&tanos  evaporados 
se  ha  hecho  en  pequena  escala,  son  buenos  mercados  para  la  importaci6n  de 
aquel  producto.  Segun  informes^  los  pl&tanos  entran  libre  de  derechos  en  Ale- 
mania  y  Francia,  y  en  los  Estados  Utiidos  pagan  dos  centavos  oro  por  libra. 

£1  plitano  se  vende  aqui  a  20  centavos  la  libra,  moneda  nicaraguense  (8  cen- 
tavos, moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos),  y  se  revende  fi  30  centavos  libra,  moneda 
nicaraguense. 

T6ngase  presente  que  i  causa  de  las  fluctuaciones  en  el  tipo  de  cambio,  el 
precio  s61o  puede  calcularse  en  moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 

Tritase  de  vender  los  plitanos  puestos  abordo,  ya  scan  con  destine  i  Nucva 
Orleans  6  4  Nueva  Yoik,  &  10  centavos  oro  la  libra,  i  los  comerciantcs  en  cste 
fruto  que  compren  en  grandes  cantidades. 

En  la  actualidad,  los  plitanos  son  colocados  en  cajas  bastas  de  madera,  cada 
una  de  las  cuales  contiene  cinco  libras. 

Remitir6  i  Vd.  una  caja  4  Nueva  York  en  la  semana  pr6xima. 

Cuando  se  empleen  los  aparatos  apropiados  para  la  evaporaci6n  de  grandes 
cantidades,  los  pl4tanos  serin  exportados  en  barriles  i  los  Estados  Unidos  j  i 
Europa,  y  los  imporcadores  podrin  disponerlos  despu6s  en  paquetes  segun  las 
necesidades  del  consumo.  Cuando  el  plitano  esti  completamente  maduro,  se  le 
quita  la  c&scara  y  se  le  pone  4  secar  en  un  horno  hecho  de  hierro  en  hoja.  Los 
pl4tanos  permanecen  en  este  horno  de  24  i  48  horas  bajo  una  temperatura  dis- 
crecional,  pues  no  hay  term6metro  para  obtener  el  debido  grade  de  calor. 
Despu6s,  se  les  deja  enfriar  y  se  les  dispone  en  cajas  para  el  mercado.  Scis  libras 
de  pl4tanos  maduros  din  una  libra  de  plitano  evaporado. 

Pudiera  indicar  aqui  que  mientras  mis  tiempo  permanecen  los  plitanos  en  d 
horno,  mayor  es  la  cristalizaci6n  de  la  materia  sacarina  que  contienen,  la  cual 
aparece  en  la  superficie  de  la  fruta  despu6s  de  secada. 

Puedo  decir  que  los  evaporadores  de  plitanos  que  preparan  sus  productos  de 
una  manera  artlstica  y  atrayente,  obtienen  por  su  mercancia  el  precio  que  pidw, 
y  reciben  mis  pedidos  de  los  que  pueden  atender.  T6ngase  presente  que  el 
plitano  de  Bluefields  es  considerado  como  de  mejor  sabor  y  mis  nutritive  que  el 
de  los  otros  distritos,  calidades  que  conserva  despu6s  de  evaporado. 

Es  Blueiields,  ademis,  uno  de  los  distritos  plataneros  mas  grandes  del  mundo 
y,  en  consecuencia,  produce  una  cantidad  ilimitada  de  esta  fruta  que  pu^de 
aplicarse  i  aquella  industria. 

Se  esti  ensayando  tambi6n  la  fabricaci6n  de  harina  de  plitanos.  Dicese  que 
esta  harina  es  mucho  mejor  que  la  de  trigo  sarraceno   para  la  confecci6n  de 
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y  que  puede  emplearse  asimismo  para  hacer  pan  y  bizcochos  que  se 
endan  en  alto  grado  para  dispepticos  6  inv&lidos.  Se  dice  tambi6n  que 
fabricacidn  de  cerveza,  puede  sustituir  al  lupulo.  Adem&s,  esta  harina 
L  ventaja  de  lo  barato  de  su  producci6n  y  su  bajo  precio  en  el  mercado. 
y  cierto  de  que  si  Vds.  escriben  i  Mr.  William  Edwards  6  i  Mr.  Ed. 
us,  Rama,  Nicaragua,  que  van  pr&cticamente  i  la  cabeza  de  esta  indus- 
tos  sefiores  tendrian  gran  placer  en  contestar  i  cualquicra  pregunta  que 
:  sirvieran  hacerles  en  esta  materia. 

De  Vds.  muy  atento  servidor  q.  b.  s.  m., 

M.  J.   Clancy. 

ANSPORTE  POR  EL  RfO  SAN  JUAN  Y  POR  EL  LAGO  DE 

NICARAGUA. 

.  W.  B.  SoRSBY,  Consul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  San  Juan 
orte,  comunica  al  Departamento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  de  25 
>rero,  que  a  causa  de  las  diferencias  surgidas  entre  el  gobierno 
icaragua  y  la  compania  denominada  "Mail  Steam  Naviga- 
nd  Trading  Company,"  las  cuales  fueron  resueltas  en  laudo 
al  adverso  a  la  compania,  el  trafico  entre  Granada  y  San 
del  Norte  ha  sido  suspendido. 

sulta  del  laudo  del  arbitro.  Gen.  E.  P.  Alexander,  que  por 
^  semanas,  a  contar  de  1®  de  noviembre  de  1897,  el  gobierno 
oso  de  un  levantamiento  politico  y  una  guerra  civil,  coloco 
juardia  de  soldados  en  cada  uno  de  los  vapores  de  la  com- 
,  para  prevenir  la  captura  de  estos  por  los  revolucionarios. 
amplimiento  de  su  deber,  los  soldados  viajaban  en  los  vapores 
I  punto  a  otro  y  se  suministraban  sus  propias  raciones.  La 
nda  de  la  compania  de  que  estos  soldados  f  uesen  considerados 

pasajeros  y  que  en  consecuencia  el  gobierno  debia  abonar 
isajes,  fue  declarada  sin  lugar  por  el  General  Alexander  que 
sido  designado  arbitro  por  ambas  partes  para  decidir  el  punto. 

consecuencia  de  esta  decision,  la  "Navigation  Company" 
ndio  el  trafico  por  el  lago  y  el  rio,  y  el  gobierno  ha  tomada 
on  formal  de  todos  los  vapores.  El  Consul  Mr.  Sorsby  dice 
s  posible  que  el  gobierno  reanude  el  trafico  por  su  cuenta,  y, 
:e  caso,  la  comunicacion  con  el  interior  quedara  restablecida. 
apores  y  la  concesion  son  de  la  propiedad  de  Mr.  Pellas, 
:o  italiano. 
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SANTO  DOMINGO. 

El  siguiente  cuadro  contiene  las  cifras  representativas  del  im- 
porte  de  la  exportacion  de  los  principales  productos  de  la  Repiib- 
lica  de  Santo  Domingo  durante  una  serie  de  afios  que  empicza 
en  1892,  preparado  segun  los  ultimos  datos  oficiales  por  la  "San 
Domingo  Improvement  Company  " : 


Artlculos. 


Azdcar libras. . 

Caf£ do. . . . 

Cacao do ... . 

Tabaco do. . . . 

Miel  de  abeja galones. . 

Cera libras. . 

Piel  de  cabra 

Cueros 

Cuernos    

Palo  Campeche libras. . 

Mora do. . . . 

Vera do.... 

Dividivi do 

Tozas  de  caoba pies. . 

Caoba  de  horqueta do. . . . 

Espinillo  ...    do. . . . 

Cedro do . 

Abey do. . . . 

Yaya do. . . . 

Guayacdn libras. . 

Cobre  viejo do. . . . 

Nueces  de  Kola 

Concha  de  Tortuga libras. . 

Resina do. . . . 

Ron galones. . 

Pldtanos racimos. . 

Pesos  Mexicanos 

Oro  Americano 

Miel  de  purga  ...    


169a. 


56.  501.  700 
1,105,500 
2, 146, 000 

13. 103.  300 
83. 922 

1.543 
7,670 

II,  708 


38,413.760 

15.685 

293. 440 
26,  880 

859. 482 
96,916 

155.359 
12,000 


471, 188 

5, 642,  560 

17,060 


424 
45,542 


316,096 


1893. 


68. 833, 400 
3, 104, 050 
4,154,600 

14, 620,  800 

103. 473 

2.375 
10,  207 

27,  729 

800 

41,  657,  280 

3, 012,  800 

40,  320 

789,  600 

104,651 

1, 042,  945 

121,  740 

315 
3.625 

622,  127 

6, 493.  760 
2.095 


426 

4.350 

43. 433 
400 


8,470 


1896. 


86,  866. 

2. 422. 

4.308. 

6,  332. 

38. 

292, 

58. 
13. 

23, 070, 

389. 
1.460, 

I.  304. 

232, 

62, 

90. 

58. 

2. 

12. 

1,208. 

4. 


7. 
2, 

88, 
1 80, 


239 

399 

823 

208 
562 
828 
124 
490 
92S 
000 
000 
480 
929 
498 

725 
892 
160 

740 
000 
000 
029 
400 

257 

944 
160 

153 
160 


106,351.556 

3.784,095 
4,695.606 

6.632.541 

54.S94 

379. 140 

70,122 

27.671 
4.010 

5.715.040 

736, 720 

9. 922, 415 

1,765.470 

328.  S13 

32. 316 

296,241 

52.243 

8.500 

1,721.692 

1.400 


1.777. 119 


3J9 

3.4« 

200 

305,662 

492-997 
480 

1. 847.417 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

COMERCIO  CON  LA  AMERICA  LATINA. 

El  Club  Espanol  de  St.  Louis  ha  remitido  a  esta  Oficina  un 
documento  muy  interesante  que  fue  leido  recientemente  en  aquella 
asociacion  por  Mr.  George  P.  Parker,  1*'  Vice-Presidentc  del 
Club.  El  referido  documento  versa  sobre  el  comercio  de  St 
Louis  con  los  paises  de  la  America  Latina,  y  por  ser  instructivo 
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ie  interes  general,  extractamos  de  dicho  documento  lo  sigui- 
le: 

ill  comercio  de  exportaci6n  de  Mexico,  de  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur,  esti 
.-^ando  rapidamente  el  desarrollo  que  desde  hace  algunos  afios  se  esperaba. 

*     *     La  baja  en  el  valor  de  la  plata  en  Mexico  y  el  alto  tipo  de  cambio 

oro  consecuente  4  aquella  baja,  dieron  por  resultado  casi  una  paralizaci6n 
los  pedidos  de  aquel  pais;  pero  cuando  los  cambios  se  normalizaron^  no  s61o 

restableci6  el  antiguo  triHco  comercial,  sino  que  hubo  un  aumento  en  el 
smo.  £1  comercio  con  la  America  Central  ha  excedido  en  mucho  al  de  afios 
teriores ;  se  han  abierto  muchas  nuevas  cuentas  y  el  mercado  de  St.  Louis  ha 
contrado  nuevos  campos.  A(in  despu^s  de  haberse  conseguido  esto,  nece- 
ase,  i  menudo,  el  transcurso  de  algun  tiempo  antes  de  que  puedan  liquidarse 
tiguas  transacciones  comerciales  y  efectuarse  otras  nuevas.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Una 
ueba  de  la  importancia  de  St.  Louis  como  mercado  general  se  encuentra  en  el 
:cho  de  que  las  mercancias  para  surtir  una  colonia  de  Venezuela,  las  cuales  cons- 
•ban  de  diecinueve  furgones  de  artlculos  de  todas  clases,  fueron  compradas  en 
:.  Louis  y  embarcadas  para  Nueva  York,  donde  se  despacharon  en  un  buque 
5  vela.  *  *  *  En  una  junta  celebrada  en  St.  Louis  por  las  compafiias  de 
rrocarrilcs  y  de  vapor e  con  el  objeto  de  fijar  los  fletes  mexicanos,  las  lincas  de 
'ansporte  quedaron  sorprendidas  del  importe  de  las  transacciones  Uevadas  &  cabo 
^  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  y  del  aumento  en  las  mismas. 

Los  siguientes  numeros,  tomados  de  la  estadistica  de  una  compafiia  ae  f^rro- 
irril,  din  una  idea  clara  de  la  importancia  de  aquel  tr&fico : 


Mes. 

1896. 

1897. 

Aumento. 

Di8minuci6n. 

nero 

Toneladas. 
3^5. 140 
379.  451 

I,  123,  750 

517.853 
471.863 

200,  861 

161,  681 

Tbneladas. 
I,  212,  542 

398,  115 
534.090 
658,  665 
526,  977 
926,  314 
516,  308 

Tbneladas. 
897.  402 
18,  664 

Toneladas. 

ebrero  

arzo 

589,660 

bril 

140,  812 

55.  "4 
719.  453 
354.  627 

avo 

inio 

Jlio 

Total 

3.170,599 

4,767,011 

2, 186,  072 

589,66c 

Aumenio  neio,  1,596,412. 

Scgun  escadisticas  Hdedignas,  el  comercio  procedente  de  St.  Louis,  por  El  Paso 

Laredo  solamente,  fu6  de  13,359,647  libras  en  1897.     *     *     *     El  estableci- 

iento  del  museo  comercial  ha  sido  considerado  por  mucho  tiempo  como  un  paso 

le  darfa  resultados  beneficiosos. 

£s  propio  consignar  el  establecimiento  de  aquella  instituci6n   por  algunos  de 

estros  hombres  mis  emprendedores. 

Los  paises  situados  el  sur  del  nuestro  gustan  de  comerciar  con  aquellos  paises 

e  buscan  su  comercio,  y  el  espfritu  de  reciprocidad  no  ha  estado  nunca  tan 

aigado  como  ahora.     Al  aumentar  nuestras  exportaciones,  muchas  de  nuestras 
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casas  principales  se  han  hecho  importadoras  direccas  de  macerias  primas  proce- 
dentcs  dc  la  Ain6nca  Central  y  del  Sur,  en  lugar  de  llevar  &  cabo  sus  importa- 
ciones  por  medio  dc  agentes  europeos  6  neoyorquinos.  M6xico  envia  ahorai 
los  Estados  Unidos  el  75  por  ciento  de  sus  exportaciones^  como  se  v^  por  las 
(jltimas  estadisticas. 


VENEZUELA. 

ARANCEL  DE  DERECHOS  DE  IMPORT ACI6n  DE  1897-98. 

[Ntlmero  30. — Continuaci6n  del  Boletln  de  abril.] 

§  7.— Clase  VII. 

Cinco  bolivares  por  kilogramos, 

Abanicos  de  todas  clases. 

Amargos^  no  especificados,  en  cualquier  envase. 

Barajas  6  naipes. 

Bastones  con  estoque  6  con  mecanismo  para  disparar. 

Bolsas  para  dinero  de  lino  6  de  algod6n. 

Calcetas,  medias,  flecos,  borlas,  encajes,  cincas,  bandas,  cordones,  pas^* 
maneria,  felpas,  gorros,  abrigos  6  sereneras,  fajas,  lazos^  charretcras,  cscarpincs 
y  gu^ntes  de  lana,  6  mezclados  con  algod6n. 

Calzado  en  cortes  6  sin  suela  y  felpudos  de  pieles  de  carnero. 

Camisas  hechas  de  algod6n  sin  nada  de  hilo. 

Capelladas  de  alpargatas. 

Carpetas,  paiios  y  cualquier  otro  ardculo  de  tejido  dc  crochet,  menos  los  de 
seda. 

Casullas,  bolsas  para  los  corporales,  manteles  6  frontales,  capas  pluvialc^ 
dalmiticas,  estolas^  manipulos,  paiios  para  cubrir  cilices,  bandas  y  demis  orni- 
mentos  para  uso  de  los  sacerdotes  y  de  las  iglesias. 

Cigarrillos  dc  papel  6  de  hojas  de  maiz. 

Corbatas  de  algod6n,  seda  6  lana. 

Cortinas,  colgaduras,  6  mosquiteros  de  lino  6  de  algod6n. 

Elistlcas  6  tirantes,  cors6s,  cotillas,  guarda  cors6s  y  ligas  de  todas  clases. 

Enaguas,  fustanes,  batas  6  dormilonas,  fustansones,  fundas  de  almohadas  ]r 
tdnicos  de  lino  6  mezclado  con  algod6n,  excepto  los  de  holin-batista  6  clarin  fl« 
lino  6  mezclado  con  algbd6n,  que  corrcsponden  k  la  8*  clase. 

Encajcs,  tiras  bordadas,  blondas,  embutidos,  cintas,  bandas,  charretcras,  borlaSi 
cordones,  flecos,  cscarpincs,  fajas,  trenzas,  guantes  y  pasamanerla  de  lino  ^  de 
algod6n. 

Espadas,  sables,  pufialcs  y  cuchillos  finos  dc  monte,  trabucos,  pistolas, 
rcv61vcrcs,  escopetas,  tcrccrolas,  fusilcs,  rifles,  carabinas  y  dem&s  armas  propi» 
dc  infanteria  y  dc  artillcrJa,  asi  como  tambi6n  los  proyectilcs,  cipsulas  y  "**" 
minantes  6  pistoncs  para  el  uso  de  dichas  armas,  las  chimencas.  Haves,  cartochos 
cargados  6  vacios  y  todo  lo  concerniente  &  las  armas  blancas  y  de  fuego,  y  las 
armas  de  aire  comprimido  para  tirar  al  bianco. 
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isforos  de  estrellitas  6  iuegos  de  bengala. 
legos  artificiales. 

jaldrapas  y  sudaderos  de  todas  clases. 

edias  de  lino  6  mezclado  con  algod6n  y  las  de  algod6n  torcido  llamadas 
irmente  de  hilo  de  Escocia. 

unicioneras,  polvoreras,  pistoneras  y  bolsas  6  sacos  para  cazadores. 
uselina,  cresp6n  de  algod6n  de  color,  lin6n,  rengue,  bareje,  granadinas^ 
adia,  c^Hro,  clarin,  dulce  suefio,  tar'lat&n,  imit6,  holan-batista,  batistilla  de 
i6n  blanca  6  de  color,  lisa,  labrada,  calada  6  bordada  en  piezas  6  en  cortes 
vestidos,  y  cualquiera  otra  tela  semejante  i  las  anteriores,  no  comprendidas 
eras  clases. 

uselina  y  batista  de  lino  6  mezclada,  cruda  6  de  color,  en  piezas  6  en  cortes 
vestidos. 

ina,  panilla  y  felpa  de  algod6n,  imitaci6n  de  terciopelo,  en  piezas  6  en  cinta. 
ifio,  pafiete,  casimir,  casinete,  muselina,  raso,  punto,  franela,  lanilla,  alepin, 
:a,  cambr6n,  merino,  sarga,  cubica,  damasco,  y  cualquiera  otra  tela  de  lana 
:zclada  con  algod6n,  no  mencionada  en  otras  clases  6  que  est6  confeccionada 
estidos,  pues  ent6nces  corresponde  i  la  9*  clase. 

ifiolones,  chales,  pafios  y  pafioletas  de  muselina,  lin6n,  punto  u  otra  tela  Hna 
lgod6n. 

anuelos,  pafiolones,  chales,  pafios,  carpetas  para  mesas,  almillas  6  guarda- 
isas  de  lana  6  mezcladas  con  algod6n,  sin  adornos  6  bordados  de  seda. 
araguas,  paragiiitas,  quitasoles  6  sombrillas  de  seda  6  mezclada  con  lana  6 
d6n. 

es  curtidas  manufacturadas  en  cualquiera  forma,  no  comprendidas  en  otras 
cs. 

unto  6  tul  de  algod6n  6  pita. 

illas  de  montar,  cabezadas,  cafioneras  6  pistoleras,  riendas,  cinchas,  gruperas, 
ones  y  zaleas  de  todas  clases. 
^abaco  en  rama  y  los  tallos  6  palitos  de  la  hoja  de  tobaco. 

§  8.— CLASE   VIII. 

Diez  bolivar  es  por  kilogramas. 

Adornos  de  cabeza  y  redecillas  de  todas  clases. 
-abcilo  6  pelo  humano  y  sus  imitaciones,  manufacturado  6  no. 
^amisas  hechas  de  lino  6  de  lana  y  las  de  algod6n  que  tengan  algo  de  lino,  los 
'talones,  chaquetas,  blusas,  chalecos,  calzoncillos,  casacas,  palt6s,  sacos,  levitas 
ualquier  otra  pieza  de  vestido  hecha  de  lino  6  de  algod6n  para  hombre,  no 
^prcndida  en  otras  clases. 

'Ucllos,  pecheras  y  punos  de  lino  6  de  algod6n,  para  hombres  y  mujeres. 
'hinchorros  de  todas  clases. 

naguas,  fustanes,  fustansones,  fundas  de  almohada  y  tunicos  de  holan-batista  ' 
trfn  de  lino,  6  mezclado  con  algod6n. 

ores  y  frutas  artificiales,  no  especificadas  en  otras  clases  y  los  matcriales  para 
s,  exceptuando  el  papel  pintado  para  fiores  comprendido  en  la  6*  clase. 
Bull.  Xo.  10 7 
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Guantes  de  piel^  exceptuando  los  de  esgrima  que  pertenecen  £  la  5*  clase. 

Holan-batista,  clarin,  punto,  c6firo,  lin6n,  tarlatin  muselina  y  cualesquiera 
otras  telas  finas  de  lino  6  de  algod6n,  preparadas  en  gorgueras,  ruchas,  gorros  de 
ninos,  faldellines,  manguillos^  camisitas  li  otras  piezas  6  adornos  no  induidos  en 
otras  clases. 

Joyas^  perlas,  alhajas,  piedras  y  prendas  Hnas  y  los  articulos  de  ore  6  plata  6 
los  que  tengan  algo  de  estos  metales,  los  relojes  de  faltriquera,  de  cualquiera 
materia  que  scan  y  las  cajitas  vaclas  preparadas  para  relojes  y  prendas  Unas, 
aunque  vengan  por  separado. 

Libros  y  Albums  cuya  pasta  contenga  terciopelo,  seda^  n&car,  carey,  mariU, 
cuero  de  Rusia  6  Hletes  6  adornos  dorados  6  plateados. 

Pafiuelos  de  lino  6  mezclados  con  algod6n. 

Pastas  para  libros  que  vengan  separadamente  y  las  postizas  par  los  mismos. 

Plumas  para  adornos  de  sombreros  y  gorras  y  sus  similares  y  tambien  los 
plumeros  para  los  coches  funebres,  cuando  vengan  separadamente  de  6stos. 

Seda  pura  6  mezclada  con  otra  materia  y  las  telas  6  tejidos  de  otras  inaterias 
que  est6n  mezclados  con  seda. 

Telas  6  tejidos  de  cualquiera  materia^  que  est^n  mezclados  6  bordados  con  piata 
(i  oro  Hno  6  falso,  excepto  los  ornamentos  para  las  iglesias  y  para  los  sacerdotes, 
que  corresponden  i  la  7*  clase. 

Telas  6  tejidos  de  lana  6  mezclada  con  algod6n  preparado  en  mosquiteros, 
colgaduras,  cortinas  u  otras  piezas  que  no  est6n  determinadas  en  las  clases 
anteriores. 

Tabaco  elaborado  y  preparado  en  cualquiera  forma,  excepto  en  picadura  para 
hacer  cigarrillos,  y  el  tabacco  hueva  y  el  torcido  para  mascar.  Tambien  corres- 
ponden i  esta  clase  los  cigarrillos  con  envoltura  de  tobaco. 

§  9. — Clase  IX. 

VeinU  bolivares  por  kilogramas. 

Carteles,  cartelones  y  hojas  volantes,  impresos  6  litografiados. 

Cajetillas  para  cigarrillos. 

Circulares  imprcsas  6  litografiadas. 

Etiquetas  y  rotulos  impresos  6  litografiados  que  no  vengan  adheridos  i  algun 
objeto  y  las  tarjetas  impresas  para  visitas^  tengan  6  no  dibujos  en  colorcs. 

Pano,  pafiete,  casimir,  raso,  punto,  franela,  alepin,  alpaca,  cambr6n,  sarga, 
c(ibica  y  damasco  de  lana  6  mezclada  con  algod6n,  confeccionados  en  vestido* 
para  hombres. 

Sobres  6  envelopes,  hechos  6  i.  medio  hacer  de  todas  clases. 

Sombreros,  gorras,  pavas  y  cachuchas  adornadas  para  senoras  y  nifias. 

Sombreros  de  felpa  de  seda  negra,  copa  alta,  llamados  de  pelo  negro,  Y  los 
demis  sombreros  de  esta  forma  de  cualquiera  materia  que  sean,  quedando  coffi- 
prendidos  en  esta  clase  los  de  resorte,  los  sombreros  en  cortes,  los  fieltros  fulad<» 
y  cualquiera  otra  clase  de  sombreros  hechos  6  k  medio  hacer,  exceptuiadose 
solamente  los  de  paja  y  sus  imitacioaes. 
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Tarjetas  grandes  impresas  6  litograHadas. 

Tarlatin,  seda,  lana,  holan-batista,  clarin,  c6firo,  lin6n,  muselina  y  cualquiera 
a  tela  de  lino  6  de  algod6n  confeccionada  en  vestidos  para  sefioras. 
Vestidos  de  lana,  algod6n  6  lino  para  hombres,  excepto  los  mencionados  en 
as  clases. 

Art.   2.   Es  sobre  el  peso  bruto  que  deben  cobrarsc  los  derechos  establecidos 

cste  arancel  y  los  c6ntimos  fijados  en  cada  clase  son  c6ntimos  de  bolivar. 
AnT.   3.   Son  articulos  de  prohibida  importaci6n : 

El  aceite  de  coco;  el  aguardiente  de  cafia;  el  almid6n;  el  afiil;  el  cacao;  el 
^;  las  melazas  6  miel  de  az6car  6  de  abeja;  la  carne  salada  en  tasajo;  la  sal; 
dinamita;  la  raiz  de  zarzaparrilla ;  la  moneda  de  oro  falsa  y  la  moneda  de 
Lta;  los  aparacos  para  fabricar  moneda  que  no  vengan  por  cuenta  de  la 
».ci6n ;  el  calzado  hecho  y  pieles  curtidas  preparadas  en  calzado ;  los  fdsforos 

todas  clases. 

Unico.  Cuando  el  Poder  Ejecutivo  creyere  necesario  permitir  que  se  intro- 
zca  por  las  aduanas  de  la  Republica  algun  articulo  de  prohibida  importacidn, 
irii  el  derecho  que  debe  pagar  i  su  entrada  dicho  articulo  y  dari  cuenta  al 
3ngreso  en  su  pr6xima  reuni6n. 

Art.  4.  Podrd  el  Poder  Ejecutivo  prohibir  la  importaci6n  de  todas  6  algunas 
ezas  de  todo  g6nero,  de  ropa  hechay  de  los  sombreros  de  todas  clases,  gorra^, 
Lvitas,  y  cachuchas,  ordenadas  por  aquellas  Aduanas  de  la  Republica,  en  cuyas 
spcctivas  jurisdicciones  adquieran  las  industrias  (i  oHcios  correspondientes,  la 

tcnsi6n  y  desarroUo  necesario  al  abastecimiento  del  consumo  sin  perjuicio  de 
s  consumidores. 

Art.  5.  Para  la  importaci6n  por  las  aduanas  de  la  Republica  de  las  armas 
^  fucgo  gravadas  con  derechos  y  de  la  p61vora,  plomo,  cipsulas,  fulminantes, 
edras  de  chispa  y  salitre  y  cualquiera  materia  explosiva,  no  especificada  en  esta 
K,  sc  necesita  permiso  u  6rden  del  Gobierno  general. 

IJnico.  Las  armas  de  precisi6n  y  todos  los  elementos  de  guerra  que  scan 
'clusivamente  para  parque,  s61o  pueden  ser  importados  por  el  Gobierno 
acional. 

Art.  6.  Cuando  un  articulo  est6  determinado,  no  se  atenderi  i  la  materia 
-  que  est6  compuesto  sino  i  la  clasificaci6n  que  de  61  se  haya  hecho  (v.  g.),  los 
'^gueros,  jeringas,  clisobombas,  juguetespara  ninos,  m&scaras,  anteojos,  tarjeteras, 
■^rteras,  y  otros  articulos  especificados,  pagan  el  derecho  de  la  clase  en  que  estin 
cluidos,de  cualquiera  materia  deque  est^n fabricados,  excepto  solamente  cuando 
^n  6  tengan  algo  de  oro  6  plata,  pu6s  ent6nces  corresponden  i  la  8*  clase. 

Art.  7.  Los  bultos  que  contengan  muestras  de  telas  en  pequefios  pedazos  y 
inbi6n  los  de  muestras  de  papel  de  tapiceria  que  pesen  mds  de  25  kilogramos, 
^gar^n  sobre  el  exceso  de  25  kilogramos  el  derecho  de  la  3*  clase. 

Art.  8.  Cuando  se  introduzcan  mercancias  (k  otros  artcfactos  sujetos  al  pago 
£  derechos  de  importaci6n,  que  ne  scan  conocidos  en  el  pais  6  que  no  est£n 
>inprcndidos  en  este  arancel  ni  en  resoluciones  posteriores  del  Ministerio  de 
iacienda,  los  introductores  pueden  hacer  constar  esta  circunstancia  en  sus  mani- 
:stos  y  ocurrir  al  Gobierno  por  medio  de  ana  solicitud,  informada  por  la 
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aduana  respectiva,  acompaflando  una  muestra  del  articulo  para  que  se  declare 
la  denommaci6n  y  clasificaci6n  que  le  corresponda. 

Art.  9.  Las  miquinas,  enseres  y  demis  utensilios  para  la  explotaci<^n  de 
minas,  s61o  estin  exentos  de  derechos  de  importaci6n  por  una  sola  vez  paracada 
compafiia  minera^  y  las  piezas  de  repuesto  que  se  Introduzcan  para  reemplazar 
las  que  ya  anteriormente  se  hayan  importado  libres,  no  gozarin  de  la  franquicia. 

Ar-t.  10.  No  serin  despachadas  por  las  aduanas  sin  previa  orden  del  Ministro 
de  Hacienda,  las  miquitias  y  aparatos  comprendidos  en  los  numeros  6,  21, 22  7 
23  de  este  arancel,  ni  tampoco  los  objetos  arlisticos  de  caricter  monumcnral;  r 
para  obtener  dicha  orden  concurrir&n  los  interesados  en  cada  caso  a^  Miiiisterio 
de  Fomento  con  una  solicitud  informada  por  la  aduana  respectiva  pidiendola 
libre  importaci6n  de  aquellos  articulos. 

Art.  11.  Los  efectos  extranjeros  no  usados  que  importen  en  sus  equipajeslos 
pasajeros  del  exterior,  deben  pagar  un  20  por  ciento  sobre  el  derecho  que  ticncn 
sefialados  en  este  arancel. 

Art.  12.  Queda  autorizado  el  Poder  Ejecutivo  para  aumcntar,  disminuir  f 
suprimir  algunos  aforos  de  este  arantel  en  viveres  de  primera  necesidad,  cuando 
causas  imprevistas  hagan  necesaria  esta  alteraci6n,  dando  cuenta  al  CongTe>o  de 
las  medidas  que  dicte  en  tal  sentido. 

Art.  13.  Los  articulos  que  se  introduzcan  desarmados,  porquc  dc  elloscan 
susceptibles,  en  un  solo  bulto  6  en  bultos  distinctos,  se  aforar&n  en  la  clasca 
que  corresponda  el  articulo  no  desarmado. 

Art.  14.  Se  deroga  el  Decreto  Ejecutivo  de  30  de  junio  de  1896  y  todaslas 
resoluciones  posteriores  sobre  aforo  de  articulos  no  comprendidos  en  el  citado 
Decreto. 

ResOLUCION     de     1°    de     AGOSTO     de     1896,    SOBRE     EL     DESPACHO     EN    LAS   ADUANAS 

DE    LOS    BULTOS    POSTALES. 

[Gacta  Qficial  de  18  de  noviembre  dc  1896,  n*  6868.] 

Cuando  los  bultos  postales  contengan  efectos  de  distintas  clascs  arancclanas, 
debe  expresarse  en  las  respectivas  guias  el  peso  de  cada  uno  de  dichos  efectos,  y, 
cuando  estos  tengan  un  peso  menor  de  medio  kilo,  siempre  pagarin  el  derecho 
como  si  tuvieran  este  peso,  que  seri  el  mismo  que  se  calculard  para  cobrar  en  la 
clase  inferior  de  ellos  el  derecho  corrcspondiente  al  embalaje,  siempre  que  este, 
por  su  naturaleza,  no  corresponda  i.  una  clase  mis  elevada. 

[ConcIusi6n.] 


KILOMETROS  DE  VIA  F^RREA. 


Los  siguientes  datos  tornados  del  "South  American  Journal, 
de  22  de  enero,  1898,  muestran  el  numero  total  de  kilometros  dc 
ferrocarril  en  activo  servicio  en  Venezuela,  asi  como  tambien  la 


! 
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acionalidad  de  los  propietarios  de  las  lineas.     Se  vera  que  los 
ilstados  Unidos  ocupan  un  lugar  muy  secundario  en  esta  lista: 


)c  Caracas  d  Valencia 

)e  Caracas  d  La  Guaira 

)e  Caracas  d  Petare 

)e  CarAcas  d  El  Valle 

)e  Valencia  d  Puerto  Cabello 

)e  Tucaca  d  Aroa 

)e  £1  Hacha  d  Barquisimeto . 

)e  La  Ceiba  d  Valera 

)e  Santa  Bdrbara  d  El  Vijfa. . 

)e  Encontrado  d  La  Fria 

^e  Carenero  d  San  Jos6 

)e  Guanta  d  Naricual 

)e  Malquetia  d  Macuto    . . . . . 
>e  VeladCoro 


Total 


Nacionalidad. 


Alemdn 

Ingl6s 

....id 

Nacional 

Ingl6s 

....id 

....id 

Nacional 

Frances  

Nacional 

Holand^s 

Nacional 

....id,.... 

Estados  Unidos .    . . 


Kil6me- 
tros.* 


179 

37 

10 

8 

55 
89 

88 

90 

60 

ICO 

33 
36 

8 
17 


810' 


*E1  kil6metro  es  cquivalcnte  a  millas  0.62137. 


xposicion  permanente  de  manufacturas  americanas 

en  caracas. 

El  29  de  marzo  ultimo  tuvo  lugar  en  Caracas,  capital  de 
'^cnezuela,  la  apertura  formal  de  la  exposicion  permanente  de 
lanufacturas  americanas  establecida  por  la  Asociacion  Nacional  de 
lanufactureros  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Por  una  correspondencia 
special  de  Caracas,  que  publica  el  "  New  York  Commercial," 
enimos  en  conocimiento  de  la  hospitalaria  acojida  acordada  por 
IS  autoridades  y  los  particulares  del  pais  a  la  delegacion  americana, 
ombrada  por  dicha  Asociacion  para  representarla  en  el  acto  de 
pertura,  y  de  la  cordialidad  con  que  fue  recibida  y  tratada  esta 
^legacion  que  hizo  viaje  a  Venezuela  con  el  fin  expreso  de  abrir 
•.  exposicion. 

Presenciaron  el  acto  el  General  Don  Ignacto  Andrade,  Presi- 
^nte  de  la  Republica,  los  miembros  del  Gabinete,  el  Ministro  de 
^s  Estados  Unidos,  Honorable  Mr.  Francis  B.  Loomis,  el  Secre- 
irio  de  la  Legacion,  muchos  miembros  del  cuerpo  diplomatico 
Jtranjero  y  multitud  de  damas  y  caballeros  invitados  especial- 
(lente  para  la  festividad. 

Mr.  Rudolph  Dolge,  comisionado  especial  de  la  Asociacion  y 
cuyos  esfuerzos  se  debe  en  gran  parte  el  exito  de  la  empresa, 
amisiono  al  Gen.  A.  Ybarra  y  al  Dr.  Lucas  Ramella,  Presi- 
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dente  de  la  Camara  de  Comercio  de  Caracas,  para  declarar  ina 
gurada  la  exposicion,  lo  cual  verificado  por  el  General  Ybarf 
pronuncio  Mr.  Dolge  el  discurso  de  apertura  haciendo  ver  las  vc 
tajas  que  el  comercio  entre  Venezuela  y  los  Estados  Unid 
habria  de  derivar  de  aquella  exposicion,  que  es,  segun  dijo,  ui 
empresa  nacional  que  no  aspira  a  ningun  provecho  material  y  qi 
solo  desea  presentar  al  comercio,  a  la  agricultura  y  al  publico  ( 
general,  muestras  de  los  productos  y  artefactos  americanos.  I 
exposicion  sera  uno  como  muestrario  permanente  donde  exist! 
una  oficina  de  informaciones,  tambien  permanente,  dispues 
siempre  a  ayudar  al  comercio  de  Venezuela  y  a  los  fabricantes  i 
los  Estados  Unidos.  Termino  dando  las  gracias  al  Presiden 
Andrade,  a  nombre  de  la  asociacion,  por  sus  esfuerzos  en  pro  i 
la  empresa,  cuyo  establecimiento  significa  "  la  union  comercial  ( 
dos  paises,  unidos  tambien  por  otros  lazos." 

El  Presidente  Andrade  contest©  en  terminos  de  encomio 
aprobacion,  deseando  prosperidad  y  exito  a  la  empresa,  "^ 
siento  personal  satisfaccion,  dijo  el  Presidente,  al  ver  que  la  podcro 
Republica  del  Norte  Uame  a  nuestras  puertas  para  ofrecemos 
fruto  de  su  experiencia  y  el  acopio  admirable  del  ingenio  y  c 
trabajo  de  sus  hijos.  Aqui  hay  un  pueblo  bueno  y  honrado  q 
quiere  trabajar;  nuestros  puertos  estan  abiertos  sin  que  los  arancel 
proteccionistas  de  la  Republica  cierren  el  paso  a  las  corrient 
civilizadoras  ni  a  las  fuerzas  productoras  del  exterior.  Extens 
campos  y  fertiles  montanas  ofrecen  opimo  rendimiento  a  las  inte 
gencias  y  a  los  brazos  que  quieran  cultivarlos  y  explotarlos." 

Hablo  luego  el  Ministro,  Mr.  Loomis,  explicando  la  alta  signi 
cacion  de  aquel  acto  en  el  porvenir  comercial  de  las  dos  naciorn 
acto  que  Uamo  el  paso  mas  importante  que  se  ha  dado,  en 
sentido  de  aumentar  las  relaciones  comerciales  del  nuevo  mund 
desde  que  el  Comodoro  Perry  se  embarco  para  el  Japon,  p 
niendo  a  aquel  pais  en  intima  comunicacion  con  el  mundo.  1 
discurso  de  Mr.  E.  H.  Sanborn,  representante  de  la  asociacio 
termino  el  acto  oficial  de  la  apertura,  y  en  pocas  palabras  dio  1 
gracias  al  Presidente  de  la  Republica,  al  Gabinete  y  a  to^os  per 
hospitalaria  acojida  de  que  la  delegacion  habia  sido  objeto. 

El  numero  de  expositores  es  cerca  de  setenta  y  sus  producr 
abarcan  casi  todo  lo  que  produce  la  industria  americana. 

■  NoTA. — El   informe   detallado   de   las   ccremonias   de  la  inauguracion  de 
Exposici6n  Permanente  de  Caracas,  enviado  por  el  Ministro  Loomig,  acaba  ■ 
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)irse  en  el  Departamento  de  Estado  y  aparecc  impreso  por  extenso  en  las 
bas  en  p&gina  dc  los  Informes  Consulares  correspondientes  al  mes  de  abril. 
imos  que  dicho  informe  no  hubiese  llegado  i  tiempo  para  insertarlo  en  el 
sntc  niimero  del  Bolet£n  Mensual. 


SISTEMA  DE  TRANVIaS  DE  CARACAS. 

iln  la  seccion  de  Comercio  Miscelaneo  del  BoletIn  de  febrero, 
dice  que  la  concesion  que  se  hizo  en  julio  de  1896  para  el 
iblecimiento  de  un  sistema  de  tranvias  electricos  en  la  ciudad 
Caracas,  ha  quedado  sin  efecto  por  no  haber  cumplido  los  con- 
ionarios  con  los  terminos  del  contrato. 

£sta  Oficina  ha  recibido  una  comunicacion  de  Senor  Don 
GENio  Mendoza,  administrador  de  dicha  empresa,  en  la  que 
nifiesta  que  no  solo  no  ha  quedado  sin  efecto  la  concesion,  sino 
s  ha  sido  extendida  en  25  de  octubre  de  1897  por  quince  anos, 
-  terminan  en  1915,  con  autorizacion  para  usar  la  electricidad 
ao  fuerza  motriz. 


ULTIVO  DEL  CAFE  EN  LAS  ISLAS  HAWAII. 

-as  primeras  paginas  de  los  Informes  Consulares  de  los  Estados 
idos  de  febrero  de  1 898,  contienen  un  extenso  informe  sobre  el 
sto  que  el  titulo  de  este  articulo  expresa,  escrito  por  Mr.  Wil- 
M  Haywood,  consul  general  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  las 
IS  Hawaii.  El  informe  contiene  un  presupuesto  del  costo  de 
duccion  del  cafe  en  aquellas  islas,  hecho  por  la  Oficina  de 
laciones  Exteriores  del  Gobiemo.  Publicamos  este  presupuesto 
as  observaciones  de  Mr.  Haywood  por  ser  de  interes  para  las 
>onas  que  se  dedican  al  cultivo  del  cafe  en  los  paises  de  este 
tinente.   - 

I  siguiente  presupuesto  es  tornado  de  un  folleto  publicado  por  la  Oficina  de 
Clones  Exteriores  de  Hawaii.  El  presupuesto  se  contrae  al  costo  de  pro- 
i6n  de  un  cafetal  de  100  acres,  con  75  acres  sembrados  de  cafe^  desde  el 
icro  hasra  el  s^timo  ano,  y  se  presupone  que  las  cosechas  cubrir^n  el  importc 
OS  gastos  originales  y  dejarin  un  residue.  Este  folleto  se  public6  en  1896, 
bi6  dc  haber  sido  basado  en  muy  pocos  hechos  positivos;  sin  embargo,  un 
[icn  de  las  entrevistas  que  he  tenido  no  puede  menoa  que  imponer  al  lector 
ue  la  producci6n  calculada  ha  sido  obtenida  del  todo.  La  dnica  obscrvaci6n 
deseo  hacer  es  la  siguiente:  se  presupone  un  sueldo  de  $1,200  anuales  para 
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el  ad  minis  tr  ado  r^  pero  no  se  consigna  ninguna  partida  para  sufragar  los  ga 
ordinarios  del  dueilo.  En  primer  lugar,  yo  no  creo  que  pueda  obtcnersc 
administrador  competente  por  $1,200  al  ano  con  el  encargo  dc  atendcr  i 
acres  sembrados  de  cafe,  y  producir  la  cosecha  presupuesta.  Si  el  administn 
es  el  mismo  dueiio,  la  cantidad  asignada  seri  suHciente  para  su  sostenimieni 
para  el  empleo  de  un  hombre  competente  para  atender  i  los  trabajos  mis  im] 
tantes  como  siembra,  etc.  Se  veri  que  este  presupuesto  exije  un  capital 
$18,000. 

Presupuesto  de  los  gastos  de  establecimiento  de  un  cafetal  de  75  acres^  y  i 

mantenimiento  durante  siete  ahos 

PRIMER.    AflQ. 

Compra  de  100  acres  de  tierras  del  Gobierno,  4  $10  por  acre.  $1,000 

Casa  del  administrador  y  tanque  de  agua 600 

B^rracones  de  l6s  trabajadores  y  tanque  de  agua 350 

Desmonte  de  50  acres  de  tierra,  4  $20  por  acre 1, 000 

Cercas 300 

Compra  de  65,000  matas  de  caf6  de  un  afio,  k  $5  por  mil. .  . .  325 

Para  alinear,  surcar  y  plantar  50  acres 600 

Sueldo  del  administrador,  un  ano 1,  200 

Salario  de  seis  Japoneses,  por  un  aiio,  &  $15  mensuales 1, 080 

Compra  de  herramientas,  y  semillero  para  empezar 500 

SEGUNDO    A^O. 

Sueldo  del  administradar i,  200 

Trabajo  de  seis  Japoneses 1,  080 

Trabajo  extra,  para  alinear,  surcar  y  plantar  25  acres 300 

Varios 500 

h' 

10,  ( 

TERCER     AfJO. 

Sueldo  del  administrador 1,200 

Salario  de  nueve  Japonesses 1,620 

Tinglado  para  despulpar  y  casa  para  secar '     500 

Despulpadora,  con  miquina  y  caldera 500 

Trabajo  extra  para  recojer,  despulpar  y  secar  20,000  libras  de 

caf6  (50  acres)  4  4  centavos  por  libra 800 

Para  despergaminar,  aventar  y  separar  20,000  libras  de  cafe,  i 

1  centavo -. 200 

Varios  (sacos,  fletes,  etc.) 250 


•5.' 
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ENTRADAS. 

:  la.vcnta  de   20,000  libras  de  caf6  i  18  centavos $3,600 

11,505 

CUARTO    A  So. 

ddo  del  administrador $1,200 

lario  de  nueve  Japoneses 1,620 

rabajo  extra  para  recojer,  despulpar,  y  secar : 

50,000  libras  de  caf6  (50  acres)  4  4  centavos  per  libra.  . .  2,000 

10,000  libras  (25  acres)  de  caf6  de  matas  de  tres  afios  .  . .  400 
ira  despergaminar,  aventar  y  separar  60,000  libras  i  un  cen- 

tavo 600 

irios  (sacos,  flcte,  etc.) 400 

6,220 

17.725 

ENTRADAS. 

r  la  venta  de  60,000  libras  de  caf6  4  18  centavos 10,800 

6,925 

QUINTO    AfJO. 

•Ido  del  administrador '. 1,200 

*rio  de  nueve  Japoneses 1 ,620 

-ojcr,  despulpar  y  secar  60,000  libras  de  caft  (50  acres)  y 

•5»ooo  libras  (25  acres)  4  4  centavos 3,400 

•pcrgaminar,  aventar  y  separar  85,000  libras,  &  un  centavo  la 

ibra 850 

fios  (sacos,  flete,  etc.) 500 

7»57o 

14.495 

ENTRADAS. 

"  la  venta  de  85,000  libras  de  caf6  Sl  18  centavos 15,300 

Balance 90  3 

SESTO    aRo. 

Ido  del  administrador 1,200 

irio  de  nueve  Japoneses 1,620 

-ojer,  despulpar  y  secar  75,000  libras  de  caf6  (product©  de  50 

icres)  y  25,000  libras  (25  acres)  4  4  centavos  la  libra 4,000 

ipergaminar,  aventar  y  separar  100,000  libras,  4  un  centavo  la 

ibra l  ,000 

rios  (sacos,  flete,  etc) 1,000 

8,820 


( 
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ENTRADAS. 

For  la  venta  de  100,000  libras  de  csS6  4  18  centavos $  18,0c 

Balance 10,08 

S^TIMO    ASfO. 

Sueldo  del  administrador $1,200 

Salario  de  doce  Japoncses 2, 160 

Recojer,  despulpar  y  secar  125,000  libras  de  caf6  i  4  centavos. .       5,000 
Despergaminar,  aventar  y  separar  125,000  libras  i  1  centavo. .       1,250 

Varies  (sacos,  flete,  etc.) 1,200 

10,810 

ENTRADAS. 

For  la  venta  de  1 25,000  libras  de»caf6  i  18  centavos 22,500 

Balance  i  favor  del  cafetal  al  t6rmino  de  los  7  afios 21,775 


APARATOS    ELfiCTRICOS    EN     LA    AMERICA 

LATIN  A. 

En  estos  tiempos,  en  que  se  esta  propagando  el  empleo  de  1 
electricidad  en  sus  diversas  formas,  los  Estados  Unidos  van  a  1 
cabeza  de  todos  los  otros  paises  en  cuanto  se  refiere  a  la  introdii^ 
cion  de  sus  manufecturas  de  aquella  clase  en  todas  las  partes  d* 
mundo.  Esto  es  especialmente  cierto  en  cuanto  hace  relacioa 
los  paises  de  la  America  Latina. 

Ultimamente  se  ha  encargado  a  companias  americanas  de  ap 
ratos  electricos,  la  instalacion  de  una  planta  en  una  fabrica  c 
papel  del  Brasil,  y  un  equipo  en  grande  escala  para  las  fabric: 
de  San  Rafael  en  Mexico.  Pronto  se  inaugurara  en  San  lid 
fonso,  cerca  de  la  ciudad  de  Mexico,  una  planta  construida  p< 
electricistas  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  una  capacidad  de  1,0c 
caballos  de  fuerza,  Ademas  de  estas  plantas,  se  ban  establecic 
y  se  estableceran  otras  en  Mexico. 

La  ciudad  de  Valparaiso,  Chile,  ha  solicitado  proposiciones  c 
varias  companias  de  los  Estados  Unidos  para  el  establecimientod 
una  planta  electrica  para  luz  y  fuerza  motriz  en  aquella  ciudad 
La  concesion  de  este  contrato,  implica  la  exportacion  de  maqu 
naria  electrica  por  valor  de  $150,000  aproximadamente. 
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BANCO    INTERNACIONAL    AMERICANO. 

*  ha  sometido  a  la  consideracion  del  Congreso  de  los  Estados 
los,  un  proyecto  de  ley  para  la  creacion  de  un  banco  inter- 
:>nal  pan-americano.  La  Asociacion  Nacional  de  Manufactu- 
.  aboga  con  grande  empeno  por  el  exito  de  este  laudable  plan, 
cuenta  con  grandes  probabilidades  de  ser  sancionado  por  las 
laras.  Esta  empresa,  que  fue  objeto  de  discusion  en  una 
a  celebrada  recientemente  en  Nueva  York  por  la  Asociacion  de 
lufactureros,  fue  aprobada  unanimemente  per  esta  corporacion. 
-1  banco  sera  establecido  sobre  las  mismas  bases  que  otros 
:os  internacionales,  como  el  "  London  and  River  Plate,"  el 
edit  Lyonaise,"  y  el  "Hong-kong  and  Shanghai  Bank"  de 
idres.  Las  oficinas  principales  radicaran  en  Nueva  York  y 
shington,  y  se  estableceran  sucursales  en  las  principales  ciudades 
as  republicas  de  la  America  latina.  El  capital  del  banco  sera 
^5,000,000  que,  segun  el  proyecto,  habra  de  ser  suscrito  en  su 
lidad  por  capitalistas  del  continente  americano. 
)ado  el  hecho  de  que  en  la  actualidad  no  hay  ningun  banco 
ricano  en  la  America  Central  ni  en  la  del  Sur,  y  que  los 
ibios  con  el  extranjero  solo  pueden  llevarse  a  cabo  por  medio 
as  ciudades  europeas,  facil  es  comprender  cuales  sean  las  des- 
tajas  del  comercio  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  estos  paises. 
L  continuacion  se  trascribe  el  informe  presentado  al  Congreso, 
la  comision  a  cuyo  dictamen  se  sometio  el  proyecto  de  ley: 

ta  Coniisi6n  entiende  que  entre  los  puntos  relatives  al  desarrollo  del 
'rcio  inter-amcricano,  sometidos  &  su  consideraci6n,  ninguno  revistc  m^s 
amcntal  importancia  que  el  que  hace  relaci6n  al  establecimiento  de  bancos 
icanos;  y  crce  esta  Comisi6n,  as-imismo,  que  el  porvcnir  de  las  relaciones 
:rciales  entre  las  Americas  depender^  tanto  de  las  ventajas  anexas  al  estable- 
:nto  de  bancos  internacionales,  como  del  desarrollo  de  cualquier  otro 
ento  de  progreso.  Opina  esta  Comisi6n  que  la  cuesti6n  del  cambio  interna- 
il  es  asunto  que  no  reconoce  otro  alguno  de  mayor  importancia,  como  no 
I  cuesti6n  de  transporte. 
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EXPOSICI6N    PAN-AMERICANA  DEL    NIAGAR. 

En  una  junta  celebrada  recientemente  en  Nueva  York  por  1 
miembros  de  la  Comision  Organizadora  de  la  exposicion  pa 
americana  del  Niagara,  se  acordo  transferir  la  celebracion  de  esi 
cuya  apertura  habia  de  tener  efecto  en  "  Niagara  Falls"  en  el  vei 
no  de  1899,  para  cuando  el  estado  de  los  asuntos  nacionales  ofi 
ciera  una  oportunidad  mas  propicia  para  la  empresa.  Ya  sc  1 
sometido  a  la  consideracion  del  Congreso  un  projecto  de  ley  api 
bando  la  proposicion  de  abrir  aquella  exposicion  en  el  verano  < 
1901. 

Las  razones  por  cuya  virtud  se  ha  decidido  posponer  la  ap< 
tura  de  la  exposicion,  estan  consignadas  extensamente  en  el  acuen 
siguiente,  tornado  en  la  junta  que  se  celebro  en  Nueva  York : 

Considerando :  Que  los  progresos  realizados  por  la  compafiia  de  la  Exposici 
Pan-Americana  en  el  desarrollo  de  los  planes  para  llevar  i  cabo  aquella  expo 
ci6n  y  el  interns  con  que  dichos  planes  han  sido  recibidos  en  los  circulos  oficia 
del  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  nos  convencen  de  que  el  proyecto  recibi 
en  su  debido  tiempo,  apoyo  del  Gobierno  suficiente  i  asegurar  el  6xito  dc  aquc 
empresa  en  la  mas  amplia  esfera  internacional; 

Considerando  :  Que  las  cuestiones  internacionales  de  importancia  primordia 
del  momento  que  envuelve  la  posibilidad  de  una  guerra  para  la  naci6n  y  c 
absorben  ahora  la  atenci6n  del  Congreso^  hacen   extremadamente  dificil,  si 
imposible,  obtener  del  Congreso  el  oportuno  y  adecuado  credito  para  servir 
prop6sitos  de  la  proyectada  exposici6n ; 

Considerando  :  Que  el  tiempo  que  queda  para  solicitar  el  concurso  de  los  gobi 
nos  extranjeros  que  habr4n  de  ser  invitados  i  tomar  parte  en  la  exposicic 
ha  sido  reducido  inevitablemente  k  tales  t6rminos,  que  las  probabilidades  dc 
participaci6n  dentro  de  tan  corto  plazo,  quedan  relegadas  i  una  posibilid 
extremadamente  remota,  no  obstante  el  grande  y  general  interes  que  los  rep 
sentantes  dc  aquellos  gobiernos  han  mostrado  por  el  proyecto,  casi  desde  <] 
este  se  inici6 ; 

Considerando :  Que  es  nuestro  prop6sito  que  el  proyecto  no  se  lleve  i  cabo 
otra  suerte  que  en  el  sentido  de  una  exposici6n  nacional  €  internacional  cod 
promoci6n  y  participacion,  en  la  mas  amplia  esfera,  de  todos  los  gobiernos  < 
Nuevo  Mundo; 

Considerando:  Que  los  representantes,  en  Washington,  de  varios  gobicri 
extranjeros,  entre  los  que  habr^n  de  ser  invitados  Sl  participar  en  la  empre 
han  indicado  que  en  raz6n  4  todas  las  circunstancias  existentes,  tal  vez  seria  mc 
posponer  la  apertura  de  la  exposici6n  hasta  el  ano  de  1901,  epoca  6sta  en  (\ 
los  productos  de  la  Am6rica  del  Sur  podrian  obtenerse  de  la  exposici6n  que 
te  celebrarse  en  Paris  el  ano  1900,  y  exhibirse  en  la  del  Niagara; 
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Considerando :  Que  es  nuestra  opini6n  que  un  proyecto  como  6ste,  de  tan 
rande  importancia  para  todos  los  palses  interesados  en  su  realizaci6n,  no  debiera 
i  desvirtuarsc  ni  abandonarse; 

Se  acutrda:  Que  la  celebraci6n  de  la  £xposici6n  Pan- Americana  sea  pospuesta 
ista  el  ano  1901. 


/IISI6N  INGLESA  ESPECIAL  PARA  LA  AMERICA 

DEL  SUR. 

En  el  BoLETiN  Mensual  correspondiente  al  mes  de  febrero  se 
lizo  referencia  a  la  comision  que,  bajo  los  auspicios  del  Gobierno 
ngles,  saldria  para  la  America  del  Sur  a  estudiar  las  condiciones 
:omerciales  de  los  diversos  paises  que  la  componen,  con  el  fin  de 
hacer  mas  extenso  el  comercio  ingles. 

La  oficina  ha  recibido  recientemente  una  comunicacion  del 
Honorable  Mr.  Henry  L.  Wilson,  Ministro  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  en  Chile,  en  la  cual  informa  que  Mr.  George  Worth- 
iNGTON,  miembro  de  la  comision  enviada  por  la  Junta  de  Comer- 
cio, ha  llegado  a  Chile  en  donde  hoy  se  encuentra. 

El  Ministro  Wilson  manifiesta  que  las  instrucciones  de  que  va 
provisto  el  comisionado  son  muy  amplias  y  que  se  le  encarga 
hacer  un  estudio  serio  de  las  condiciones  comerciales  de  Chile,  y 
de  otros  paises  princif)ales  de  Sud  America,  las  costumbres  y  los 
gustos  de  los  habitantes,  los  precios  corrientes,  las  facilidades  de 
transporte  y  todo  lo  que  con  esto  se  relacione.     Lleva  tambien 

• 

instrucciones  para  indicar  los  cambios  y  las  mejoras  en  los  metodos 
comerciales  de  la  Gran  Bretana  que  juzgue  convenientes  para  dar 
inipulso  al  desarrollo  de  su  comercio  con  esos  paises.  La  impor- 
^ncia  que  se  da  a  esta  mision  y  la  autoridad  de  que  esta  investida, 
indican  los  activos  esfuerzos  que  se  estan  haciendo  para  desa- 
'Tollar  el  comercio  ingles  en  la  America  del  Sur. 


INDUSTRIAS  TEXTILES  EN  LA  AMERICA 

ESPANOLA. 

Los  informes  que  se  publican  a  continuacion,  relativos  a  las 
industrias  textiles  en  la  America  de  Sur  y  Mexico,  asi  como  a 
las  importaciones  de  esta  clase  en  los  diversos  paises,  han  sido  com- 
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pilados  a  solicitud  de  un  periodico  comercial  de  Charlotte,  N 
por  la  Oficina  del  Comercio  Extranjero  del  Department( 
Estado.  Un  numero  de  la  compilacion  de  dichos  informe 
sido  recibido  en  la  Oficina  de  las  Republicas  Americanas. 

MfeXICO. 

Segun  "Les  Finances  des  Etats-Unis  Mexicains"  por  Proj 
Gloner,  Berlin,  1898,  existian  en  Mexico  al  tiempo  de  lac 
pilacion  de  estas  estadisticas,  98  fabricas  de  generos  de  algodc 
23  ifabricas  de  generos  de  lana,  que  representaban  un  valor 
maquinaria  y  edificios,  de  $17,392,786  (plata  mexicana).  H: 
empleados  21,963  obreros,  y  habia  en  operacion  370,570  hus< 
12,454  telares.  La  produccion  anual  era  de  3,890,300  pieza: 
algodon  bianco  comiin;  2,077,825  piezasde  percal,  muselina,  • 
188,500  sobrecamas  y  322,975  alfbmbras,  tapetes,  etc.  Ha] 
Orizaba  una  gran  fabrica  de  generos  de  yute. 

La  importacion  de  Mexico  en  1896,  flie  como  sigue:  de  ( 
Bretafia,  ;^8i4,397;  de  Alemania,  $951,524;  de  Francia,$i,f 
000;  de  Belgica,  $14,282;  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  $814,09^ 

COLOMBIA. 

En  el  DiRECTORio  Comercial  publicado  por  la  Oficina  d< 
Republicas  Americanas  se  consigna  que  en  el  Cauca  se  fabr 
panos  de  lana  y  algodon  comunes.  En  Cundinamarca,  Boj 
Antioquia  y  Bolivar,  se  fabrican  algunos  generos  de  esta  c 
En  Santander  se  fabrican  en  grande  escala,  panuelos,  sobreca 
de  algodon,  tohallas,  hamacas,  sacos  de  canamo,  etc. 

La  importacion  de  telas  en  1896,  fue:  de  Gran  Bret 
;^  1,04 1,838;  de  Francia,  $1,439,000;  de  los  Estados  Uni 
$169,941.  No  hay  estadistica  del  comercio  con  Aleman 
Belgica. 

VENEZUELA. 

La  importacion  de  tejidos  en  Venezuela  en  1896,  fue: 
Gran  Bretafia,  ;^654,967 ;  de  Alemania,  $487,662 ;  de  Frai 
$85,499;  de  los  Estados  Unidos^  $702,541.  No  hay  datos  i 
tivos  a  la  fabricacion  local. 
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BRASTL. 

Segiinun  informe  del  Ministro  Thompson,  publicado  en  "Com- 
lercial  Relations  "de  1895-96,  hay  numerosos  telaresde  algodon 
1  el  pais  que  producen  generos  de  clases  inferior's.  La  fabrica 
e  Cachoeira  en  Alagoas,  que  hace  tres  anos  que  estd  en  opera- 
ion,  pago  el  primer  ano  un  dividendo  de  48  por  ciento;  de  50 
or  ciento  el  segundo,  y  de  40  por  ciento  el  tercero.  Tiene  480 
perarios,  y  produjo  el  ano  pasado  122,783  piezas  de  genero  de 
Igodon.  La  maquinaria  costo  364,445  milreis  ($72,887,  calcu- 
ando  el  milreis  a  20  centavos) ;  los  edificios  de  la  fabrica  costaron 
192,000  milreis;  las  casas para  los  operarios  51,000  milreis,  y  varias 
)tras  pertenencias,  17,378  milreis.  La  industria  esta  protejida 
x)r  un  derecho  de  exportacion  sobre  el  algodon  en  rama,  y  fuertes 
lerechos  de  importacion  sobre  los  tejidos  de  algodon. 

Las  siguientes  cifras,  relativas  a  la  importacion  de  tejidos,  estan 
omadas  del  Directorio  Comercial  publicado  por  la  Oficina  de 
as  Republicas  Americanas  en  1897,  7  ^^  ^^  estadistica  oficial  de 
Memania : 

^e  Gran  BretaAa $20,  ic»,  210 

^elosEstados  Unidos i,  512,  248 

^e  Francia 3, 103, 171 

^^  Alemania 5i  150, 600 

URUGUAY. 

La  importacion  de  tejidos  en  Uruguay,  en  1896,  fue:  de  Gran 
Sretana,  ;^8 14,853;  de  Alemania,  $870,128;  de  Francia, 
^32,20o;.de  Belgica,  $59,863;  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  $179,856. 
^o  hay  estadistica  de  las  fabricas  locales. 

REPCbLICA    ARGENTINA. 

En  un  informe  de  Buenos  Aires,  publicado  en  los  "Consular 
-Sports"  del  mes  de  abril  de  1896,  dice  el  Consul  que  las  indus- 
>as  textiles  no  se  ban  arraigado  todavia  en  el  pais.  Hay  una 
^an  fabrica  de  generos  de  lana  en  Buenos  Aires,  en  la  que  se 
brican  frazadas,  franelas,  y  pafio  para  ropa  militar.  Hay  varios 
'tablecimientos  donde  se  fabrican  obras  de  punto.     El  promedio 
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de  la  importacion  anual  de  telas  de  lana,  de  algodon  y  de  hilo,  « 
de  $30,000,000. 

Un  informe  del  Ministro  Buchanan  ("Informes  Consulares 
abril  de  1897),  contiene  las  siguientes  cantidades  representative, 
de  la  importacion  de  telas  (en  kilos  de  2.2046  libras),  en  i89< 
con  las  cifras  representativas  de  su  valor  a  continuacion : 


Estados  Unidos. 

Inglaterra 

Alemania 

Francia 

B^lgica 

Italia 


616,  724 
12, 644,  750 
1,635,240 
I,  263,  890 
1,113,430 
1,991,888 


Valor. 


.      $316,89 

;f  3, 016,  29 

$2,998,60 

$3.  352,  7^ 
$970,  79 


Los  valores  estan  tornados  de  las  estadisticas  oficialesde  Ic 
di versos  parses,  con  excepcion  de  Italia  cuyas  cifras  de  valores  r 
se  han  podido  obtener. 


PARAGUAY. 


La  importacion  en   1896,  fue :  de  la  Gran  Bretafia,  £^^9 
de  Alemania  $22,610 ;  nada  de  los  Estados  Unidos  ni  de  Franc: 


CHILE. 


Las  telas  recibidas  de  Inglaterra  en   1895  fueron  valuadas    * 
Unas  ;^700,ooo;  las  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  en  $682,542;  las  < 
Alemania,  en  $2,832,200;  las  de  Belgica  (1896)  en  $150,40^ 
las  de  Francia  (1896)   $1,216,200.     No  hay  estadistica  de 
fabricacion  local. 


BOLIVIA. 


Segun  el  Directorio  Comercial  ya  mencionado,  el  valor  de 
importacion  de  telas  per  la  aduana  de  La  Paz  en  1895,  fue  * 
$218,381 ;  la  importacion  de  telas  por  MoUendo,  Peru,  ascenc3 
a  376,977  kilogramos  (un  kilo  es  igual  a  2.2046  libras) ;  la  imp(^' 
cion  por  Antofagasta,  Chile,  fue  de  2,820,713  kilos,  y  por  Tupi'S 
$5,440.  No  hay  datos  respecto  a  la  produccion  local.  La  impor^ 
cion  de  generos  de  algodon  procedentes  de  los  Estados  UnicJ 
fue  de  $2,000  en  1896.     La  importacion  de  telas  de  Alemax: 
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ae  valuada  en  el  mismo  ano  en  $187,733.  ^^  importacion 
^rocedente  de  la  Gran  Bretaiia,  Belgica  y  Francia  no  se  encuentra 
;n  las  estadisticas  oficiales  de  aquellos  paises. 

PERtJ. 

Un  informe  consular  de  Belgica  dice  que  hay  dos  fabricas  de 
generos  de  algodon  en  Peru.  La  companfa  titulada  "  Cotton  Mfg. 
Company,  Ltd.,"  en  Vitarte,  tiene  un  capital  de  ;^  130,000  y  fue 
tiindada  en  1847;  ^^brica  generos  crudos,  y  su  produccion  es  de 
2,500,000  metros  (1  metro  iguala  1  yarday  3.37  pulgadas)  anual- 
nente.  La  otra  fabrica,  titulada  Fabrica  de  Tejidos  de  Algo- 
lon,  esta  en  lea.  El  capital  es  de  ;^  10,000  y  se  dedica  tambien 
la  fabricacion  de  generos  crudos.  Hay  tres  fabricas  de  generos 
le  lana;  la  Santa  Catalina,  en  Lima;  la  Lucre  en  Cuzco,  y  la 
Jrcon,  en  el  Departamento  de  Ancachs. 

La  importacion  de  telas  en  1896  fue:  de  Gran  Bretaiia, 
[^687,354;  Alemania,  $994,462;  Belgica.  $14,382;  Francia, 
163,400;  Estados  Unidos  $141,861. 

ECUADOR 

Los  generos  de  algodon,  dice  el  Directorio  Comercial,  se 
abrican  en  casas  particulares  y  en  pequenos  talleres.  Hay  una 
>^quena  fabrica  de  generos  de  lana  en  Chile.  La  importacion  de 
^las,  en  1896,  fue:  de  Gran  Bretana,  ;^284,684;  de  Alemania, 
^ ^35,858;  de  Francia,  $7,070;  delos  Estados  Unidos,  $53,000. 


COMERCIO   MISCELANEO. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

Coosmiccidn  de  Ferro.         ^^^  ^^^  estadisticas  oficiales  venimos  en  conocimiento 

^'""^••*  de  que  en  el   ano  do    1897  se  abrieron  al   trifico   en   la 

^^pliblica  Argentina  588   millas  de  ferrocarril,  contra  70  millas  en  1896  y  304 

^  1895.     ^^  ^^^  lincas  terminadas  en    1897   solo  cuarenta  y  cinco  fueron  de 

^a  angosta.     Las  provincias  del  sur  fueron  el  centro  de  actividad,  casi  exclu- 

Biill.  No.  10 8 
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slvamente,  del  desarrollo  ferrocarrilero  durante  el  afio.     En  la  ciudad  de  Buen<: 

Aires  hay  en  la  actualidad  240  millas  de  tranvlas  funcionando. 

.    ,   .  Los  curtidores  de  los  Estados  Unidos  no  tiencn  todav/j 

Z«a  Indnstria  del  Quebracho. 

iina  idea  del  valor  del  quebracho  como  los  de  Europa  ea 
donde  lo  emplean  corrientemente  gran  numero  de  industriales  en  este  ramo.  Ed 
la  Argentina  crece  el  quebracho  en  la  mayor  abundancia;  tambien  se  encucnrra 
en  grandes  cantidades  en  el  Paraguay.  Su  importancia,  como  arn'culo  dc 
importaci6n,  aumenta  de  ano  en  ano  a  causa  del  valor  que  tiene  como  ingrc- 
diente  para  mezclarlo  con  otras  soluciones  taninas  en  la  industria  dc  curtido.  Sus 
propiedades  tdnicas,  comparadas  con  las  del  roble  son  las  siguientes :  Quebracho, 
1 2  por  ciento ;  corteza  de  roble,  10  por  ciento.  Los  mayores  gastos  que  ocasiona 
esta  madera  son  los  de  corte  y  conducci6n  al  punto  de  embarque.  Como  cs 
una  madera  de  las  m&s  duras  que  se  conocen,  se  necosita  para  cortarla  el  empleo 
de  instrumentos  de  calidad  especial.  Cuando  se  usa  como  sustancia  tanina,  se  le 
corta  en  trozas  de  cinco  6  seis  pies  de  largo,  que  luego  se  dividen  con  una  sierra 
circular  en  piezas  de  tres  pulgadas  de  grueso.  Estas  secciones  se  colocan  en  una 
m&quina  provista  de  una  limina  de  acero  que  lleva  un  gran  numero  de  dientes 
y  que  gira  con  suma  rapidez,  convirtiendo  el  quebracho  en  una  espccic  de 
serrin  grueso,  que  es  la  forma  en  que  se  usa  para  curtir. 

BRASIL. 
La  Clmara  de  Comercio  de   Milin,  estimulada  porcl 

Oomercio  Directo  con  Italia.  1         t      1        -r.        1         t  t      i  t» 

proceder  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  de  la  Gran  Bretana,  y 

de  otros  paises,  trata  de  aiimentar  el  comercio  directo  de  Italia  con  el  Brasil 
y  otros  paises  de  la  America  del  Sur.  Segun  el  "  Moniteur  Officiel  dc  Com- 
merce" (Paris),  de  13  de  febrero,  Mr.  Maldifani,  Director  de  los  Muse<w 
Comercialcs  de  Milin,  seri  enviado  al  Brasil  para  estudiar  los  mejores  mcdios 
de  llevar  i  cabo  la  exportaci6n  de  mercancias  directamente,  en  vez  de  haccrla, 
como  ahora,  por  la  via  de  Paris  y  Hamburgo. 

Limite  Pronterizo  con  la  E"  ^^  ^^^  ^^  fcbrero  ultimo,  la  Camara  franccsa  noinbr6 
Guayana  Francesa.  ^^^  comisi6n  para  el  examen  de  un  convenio,  cntre  c. 
Gobierno  de  Francia  y  el  del  Brasil,  aprobado  el  10  de  abril  dc  1897,  clcual 
ticne  por  objeto  determinar  por  medio  de  arbitraje,  la  linea  fronteriza  cntra  la 
Republica  del  Brasil  y  la  Guayana  francesa.  Los  miembros  de  !a  comision  son: 
Compte  de  Lanjuinais,  Messrs.  Fleury,  Ravarin,  Isambard,  Th^ophileGolJOS 
Deloncle,  Isaac,  Sibille,  Le  My  de  Vilers,  Flourens,  Lemoigxi:,  y  Audiff*^^- 
M.  Le  Myre  de  Vilers  fu6  elegido  presidente  de  la  comisi6n  y  M.  i^'**^' 
Secretario. 

Redncci6n  en  el  Fiete  de  la       ^n   una  comunicaci6n  fechada  en   Petr6polis  el  2^^ 
Harina.  ^^^^^  j^    ^g^g^   ^j  -\iinistro   CoNGER  avisa  al  Dcpai-w- 

mento  de  Estado  que,  por  un  decreto  reciente,  los  fletes  diferenciales  contra 
harina  de  los  Estados  Unidos  han   sido   abolidos.      La   reduccion  se  cxtie" 
tambi6n  k  los  siguientes  articulos  de  primera  necesidad :   arroz,  frijolcs,  harm 
de  maiz,  legumbres  frcscas,  tocino,  raices  comestibles,  azucar  sin  refinar  y  ^ 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  ^1^1 

La  tarifa  del  Ferrocarril  Central  de  Brazil,  i  la  cual  se  refiere  el  decreto,  es  6sta: 
Basia  loo  kil6metros,  90  reises  por  kil6gramo;  de  101  4  300  kil6metros,  60 
rcises  por  kilogramo ;   de  301  arriba,  40  reises  por  kil^gramo. 

De  conformidad  con  lo  dispuesto  en  la  ley  del  presu- 

X>erechos  de  Faro  y  Maellaje. 

puesto  para  1898,  todos  los  navios  que  entren  en  puertos 

brasilenos  tendran  que  pagar  en  oro  los  derechos  de  faro  y  el  muellajc,  en  vez 

de  hacerlo,  como  antes,  en  moneda  del  pais.      El  impuesto  adicional  dc  10  por 

cicnio  que  antes  pagaban  todos  los  navios,  lo  pagaran  en  lo  futuro  solamente  los 

cxiranjeros. 

la]mesto«obreDiTidendo;de     ^^^  un  decreto  fechado  el  24  de  diciembre  dltimo,  el 
Bancos,  etc.  impuesto  de   2^  por  ciento  sobre  los  dividendos  de  los 

bancos,  companias  por  acciones  y  corporaciones  establecidas  en  el  Brasil,  se 
aplicanb  solamente  i  las  instituciones  que  tienen  su  domicilio  en  la  capital  fede- 
ral, sino  a  todas  las  que  hacen  negocios  en  la  Republica. 

CHILE. 

Con  fecha  3   de  enero  de    1898,   el  Presidente  de  la 

BCannlactiuraa  TeztHes.  .  . 

Republica  ha  promulgado  una  ley  votada   recientemente 

por  el  Congreso,  en  la  cual  se  dispone  que  la  hilaza  de  algodon  y  la  maquinaria 
y  Kcrramientas  necesarias  para  su  manufactura,  sean  admitidas  libres  de  derechos. 
Esta  ley  que  tiene  por  objeto  el  desarrollo  de  la  industria  textil  en  Chile,  regiri 
■^^.sta  el  ano  de  1920. 

*2a»ganiento  de   Oarbdn  7      ^^  "  Manufacturer  "  de  Filadeliia  dice,  en  su  numero  dc 
^®^"  5  de  marzo  de   1898,  que  un  barco  de  acero  ha  salido 

'"ccicntementc  de  Baltimore  para  Coquimbo  con  un  cargamento  de  carbon  y 
^oke.  El  coke  se  destina  4  las  fundiciones  de  cobre  y  plata  en  la  vecindad  de 
^oquimbo.  Dicese  que  este  es  el  primer  cargamento  de  aquella  clas'e  que 
^le  dc  Baltimore  para  Chile.  Los  dep6sitos  de  carbon  del  sur  de  Chile  son 
^uy  cxtensos  y  han  sido  explotados  en  grande  escala  por  muchos  anos;  pcro  no 
obstante  esto,  la  mayor  parte  del  carb6n  que  se  consume  es  importado  dc  Ingla- 
'^crra  y  de  la  Australia  en  los  barcos  que  vienen  desde  estos  paises  en  busca  de 
^arga  de  retorno.  El  carb6n  chileno  es  bituminoso  y  propio  para  consume  en 
^aporcs  ocednicos,  ferrocarriles,  instalaciones  pcrmanentcs  y  aun  en  la  fabrica- 
^i<5n  de  gas.  La  falta  de  braceros  natives  que  rindan  trabajo  satisfactorio,  ha 
^ido  serio  obst^culo  al  desarrollo  de  la  explotacion  de  este  articulo.  Se  ha 
^nsayado  en  numerosas  ocasioncs  la  aplicaci6n  i  esta  industria  de  mincros 
^^ropeos,  pero  6sto  no  ha  dado  resultado,  pues  se  ha  visto  que  los  mineros 
^^tranjeros  son  mas  costosos  que  los  braceros  del  pais. 

»N  Segun   un    informe  del  Senor  Guerrero  Bacunan,  que 

^^••arrollo  de  Magallanea.    ,   ,  .  .        ' 

fue   enviado  por  el   Gobierno  de   Chile   al    territorio  de 

^'^gallancs  i  fin   de    informarse    sobre    las    condicioncs    comcrciales    alii  exis- 

^^tcs,  se  sabe  que  ha  habido  un  desarrollo  considerable  en  esa  parte  remota  de 

^  Republica.      Este  desarrollo  comenz6  en    1897  con   la  introducci(')n  de  500 

^^Heros  de  las  Islas  Falkland.      El  Senor    Bacunan   calcula  el  valor  de  lo  que 
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contiene  dicho  territorio  de  la  manera  siguiente:  ganado  vacuno,  ^615,360; 
caballos,  $366,520;  carneros,  $4,557,830;  cercas  de  alambre,  $777,374;  cdi- 
ficios,  $1,250,458,  y  establecimientos  industrialcs,  $133,000.  La  cantidaddc 
lana  exportada  en  1896  fu6  de  3,205,663  libras.  En  el  mismo  aiio  se  exportaron 
70,000  carneros  muertos  congelados  y  se  asegura,  apoy&ndose  en  datos  fidc- 
dignos,  que  esta  industria  promete  alcanzar  un  desarrollo  importante  y  lucraiivo. 

El  C6nsul  Caples,  de  Valparaiso,  remiti6  al  Departa- 

Faotnras  Oonsnlaroa  7  . 

Oonocimientoa  de        mento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  20  de  enero  de  1898,  las  dis- 

BxnbBrqnei 

posiciones  i  que  estin  sujetos  las  facturas  consulares  j  los 

conocimientos  de  embarque  de  las  mercancias  despachadas  con  destine  i  pucrtos 

de  Chile  y  que  previenen  lo  siguiente  : 

(1)  Los  conocimientos  de  embarque  de  los  buques  que  lleguen  i  pucrtos  dc  la 
Republica,  deben  estar  certificados  por  el  c6nsul  de  Chile  en  cl  puerto  dc 
«;mbarque. 

(2)  Cuando  se  presenten  en  las  aduanas  manifiestos  detallados^  deben  ir  acom- 
pafiados  de  facturas  en  que  se  detallen  las  mercanclas  certiflcadas  por  los  c6DSu]es 
chilenos  respectivos^  6  i  falta  de  ^stos  por  un  c6nsul  de  una  naci6n  amiga. 

Los  c6nsules  estfin  en  el  deber  de  remitir  por  cl  primer  correo  siguiente  al 
despacho,  al  Jefe  de  la  Aduana  en  Valparaiso,  un  ejemplar  de  las  facturas 
certiiicadas. 

(3)  La  falta  u  omisi6n  del  certificado  consular,  en  cualquiera  de  losdooi- 
mentos  mencionados  en  los  artlculos  precedentes,  seri  castigada  con  una  multa 
igual  al  triple  del  impuesto  arancelario  que  determina  la  ley  consular  del  4  dc 
marzo  de  1897,  articulo  veinte,  cuya  multa  percibiri  la  aduana. 

(4)  Estas  disposiciones  entrar&n  en  vigor  tres  meses  despu6s  de  promulgadas 
para  los  consulados  en  la  Am6rica  del  Sur  y  seis  meses  despu6s  para  todos  los 
otros  consulados. 

COSTA  RICA. 

La  linea  de  vapores  de  Costa  Rica,  que  hacc  el  trallco 
Notas  Indastriales.  ,  ^  , 

entre  Nueva  Orleans  y  Lim6n,  se  ha  aumcntado  con  la 

adquisicion  dc  dos  grandes  vapores  nuevos,  el  Alfis  y  el  Andes,  Llcvan  la 
bandera  inglesa  y  haran  viajes  semanales-  saliendo  de  Nueva  Orleans  y  Limon, 
respectivamente,  los  dias  viernes. 

En  L6ndres  se  organiz6,  con  un  capital  de  ;;^  130,000,  the  "Costa  Rica  Elec- 
tric Light  and  Power  Company,"  con  motive  de  lo  cual  dice  el  "New  York 
Journal  of  Commerce"  de  4  de  abril,  que  las  noticias  recibidas  indican  que  en 
dicha  Republica  se  estableceri  un  servicio  electrico  en  todos  sus  ramos.  L^ 
compafiia  se  propone  construir  varies  ferrocarriles  el6ctricos  6  instalar  olicinasdc 
alumbrado  y  de  potencia  cl^ctrica.  En  la  actualidad  no  hay  otros  datos  rcl«- 
rentes  a  dicha  sociedad,  pues  apenas  se  inaugur6  el  dia  10  del  mes  anterior,  ^ 
cree  que  por  motive  de  la  proximidad  de  Costa  Rica  £  los  Estados  Unidos  w 
mayor  parte  del  material  que  necesite  la  compania  se  comprari  en  este  pa»>« 
Otra  ventaja  que  favorece  i  los  fabricantes  americanos  de  maquinaria  y  in^^^' 
riales  electricos  es  lo  bajo  del  precio,  la  excelente  calidad   y  la  fama  de  csios 
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>ductos.     Ya  hay  establecidas  en  Costa  Rica  tres  compafifas  el^ccricas^  de  las 

iles  la  principal  se  ha  unido  i  la  "Costa  Rica  Electric  Light  and   Power 

►mpany." 

Segun  los  informes  que  public6  el  "  London  Financial  News  "  de  Inglaterra, 

*  fondos  necesarios  para  atender  al  servicio  de  dicha  deuda  exterior  de  Costa 

ca  estaba  listos  en  L6ndres  desde  el  mes  de  febrero  (iltimo,  habi6ndose  verifi- 

do  con  todo  puntualdad  el  i^  de  abril  el  pago  de  los  intereses  vencidos. 


GUATEMALA. 
See(in  informe  del  C6nsul  General,  Mr.   Beaupr^.  de 

Oowcha  de  Oaf6.  ^ 

fecha  5  de  marzo  de  1898,  se  esti  operando  un  marcado 
enacimiento  en  la  industria  y  el  comercio  de  Guatemala.  La  cosecha  de  caf6 
iri  mucho  mayor  de  lo  que  sc  esperaba,  y  este  producto  est4  obteniendo 
layores  prccios.  El  promedio  de  exportaci6n  hasta  la  fecha  es  considerable- 
lente  mayor  que  el  de  igual  fecha  del  afio  pasado.  La  importancia  de  la  cosecha 
e  caf6  y  el  aumento  en  el  precio  de  este  articulo,  infiuyen  favorablemente  en  la 
tuaci6n  Hnanciera  de  la  Republica. 

MfiXICO. 

'angwadto  de  nn  Nnero        ^^  C6nsul  Charles  W.  Kindrick  d4  cuenta  al  Depar- 
Perrocarrii.  tam.ento  de  Estado,    en    una   comunicaci6n    fechada   en 

ludad  Juarez  el  25  de  enero  de  1898,  de  la  inauguraci6n  oiicial  del  ferrocarril  de 
^c  Grande,  Sierra  Madre  y  el  Pacilico.  La  extensi6n  actual  de  la  Ifnca  es  de 
50  millas,  de  la  Ciudad  de  Juarez  i  Casas  Grandes,  en  el  Estado  de  Chihuahua, 
-gun  el  proyecto,  este  ferrocarril  habr4  de  llegar  i  un  punto  del  Golfo  de  Cali- 
^*"nia,  en  el  Estado  de  Sonora.  Esta  empresa  fu6  iniciada  hace  algunos  afios 
^r  varies  capitalistas  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  son  los  mayores  accionistas. 
sic  ferrocarril  abre  al  trifico  una  secci6n  hasta  ahora  casi  inaccesible,  abun- 
^ntc  en  minerales  y  en  otras  fuentes  de  riqueza.  Segun  informe  del  C6nsul 
iNDucK,  la  explotaci6n  de  la  madera  de  las  montes  de  la  Sierra  Madre  est4 
^davia  en  sus  comienzos  y  s61o  di  abasto  al  consumo  local,  pero  es  susceptible 
^  un  desarrollo  inmenso.  El  distrito  que  esta  linea  atraviesa,  produce  anual- 
^cntc  Unas  100,000  cabezas  de  ganado. 

^3nirto  para  Mnestrae  de        ^^  C6nsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  Magill,  informa 
Prodncios.  ^I  Departamento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  20  de  enero  de 

^9^,  que  hay  un  cuarto  en  el  consulado  de  Tampico  que  podria  destinarse  Sl  la 
^hibici6n  de  las  mercancias  de  los  Estados  Unidos  que  tienen  salida  en  los 
^crcados  de  M6xico,  talcs  como  alimentos  trerealcs,  jab6n,  cuchilleria,  papel  de 
^ribir  y  otros  articulos  de  facil  venta.  "  Si  los  fabricantes  quisieran  aprove- 
fcarse  de  esto,"  dice  Mr.  Magill,  "yo  invitaria  gustosamente  i  los  comer- 
iantcs  locales  para  que  examinaran  los  articulos,  y  tratarla  de  exponer  perso- 
lalmente  las  buenas  calidades  de  estos,  en  la  medida  de  mis  facultades.  For 
upuesto,  los  gastos  de  flete  6  de  entrega  deber&n  pagarse  de  antemano.*'     El 
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Departamento  de  Estado  ha  aprobado  la  indicaci6n  del  C6nsul  Magill  y  lo  ha 

autorizado  para  llevar  k  cabo  el  proyecco  en  todo  cuanto  sea  practicable,  en  la 

inteligencia  de  que  todos  los  gastos  deberin  ser  sufragados  por  las  firmas  que 

remitan  sus  muestras,  y  que  el  consulado  no  deberi  incurrir  en  erogaciones  por 

ningun  concepto.     En  vista  del  proyecto  de  la  Asociaci6n  Nacional  de  Fabri- 

cantcs,  de  establecer  en  M6xico  y  en  otros  lugares,  almacenes  permanentes  para 

la  exhibici6n  de  manufacturas  y  productos  americanos,  las  referidas  indicacion^ 

del  Consul  Magill  parecen  recomendarse  por  si  mismas  i  la  consideraci6n  de  los 

hombres  de  negocios  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  como  paso  preliminar  y  de  intro- 

ducci6n  i  los  trabajos  de  aquella  Asociaci6n. 

Un  corrcsponsal  de  la  publicaci6n  llamada  "  Resourcesof 
Dep6uto8  de  Estaiio.  .  . 

Modern  Countries,"  escribe  de  Mexico  i  dicho  peri6<iico, 
que  hay  en  varias  panes  de  aquella  repfiblica  un  niimero  considerable  de  dcp6sito> 
de  estano  especialmente  de  la  clase  que  se  encuentra  en  Cornwall.  Estos  dep^siros 
existen  en  los  Estados  de  Guanajuato,  San  Luis  Potosi  y  Sonora.  En  San  Luis 
Potosi  las  rocas  granlticas  que  se  hallan  en  la  cima  de  la  Sierra  de  la  Estaiiera, 
en  el  distrito  minero  de  Comanja,  contienen  mineral  de  estano  muy  rico  ta 
abundancia.  Segun  el  citado  corrcsponsal,  estos  minerales  rinden  dejoaj:; 
por  ciento  de  metal  puro.  Tambien  se  encuentra  dicho  metal  en  el  Estado  de 
Durango,  y  si  se  le  explotara  como  se  debe,  produciria  pingues  ganancias,  porquc 
los  minerales  rinden  de  35  i  75  por  ciento,  sicndo  la  mayor  parte  de  la  produc- 
ci6n  en  la  forma  de  6xidos.  , 

En  un  articulo  del  "Furniture  Worker,"  qucsc  publica 

Oomsrcio  en  Oaoba.  ....  1 

en  Cincinnati  y  Chicago,  se  dice  que  i  causa  de  la  actual 
demanda  de  muebles  finos  mas  costosos  que  los  que  han  prevalecido  en  clmcr- 
cado  durante  muchos  aiios,  las  ventas  de  la  caoba  han  aumentado  proporcional- 
mente.  De  M6xico,  Laguna  y  Tabasco,  viene  una  caoba  de  calidad  cicclcntc. 
Los  montes  en  estos  lugares  son  muy  densos  y  en  ellos  abunda  aquella  madcra. 
La  que  viene  de  M6xico  es  susceptible  de  gran  pulimento  y  con  ella  se  fabrican 
los  muebles  mas  lujosos  del  mercado.  Antes  de  que  estallara  la  insurrcccion  en 
Cuba,  la  caoba  resistente,  tal  como  la  que  se  usa  para  los  balancines  de  mcce- 
dores,  venia  de  aquella  isla;  pero  ahora  se  recibe  una  clase  de  caoba  de  Santa 
Ana  (M6xico)  que  sustituye  bien  i  la  de  Cuba.  En  la  actualidad  hay  una  f an 
demanda  de  esta  madera  en  los  mercados  de  L6ndres,  y  se  vende  i  muy  altos 
precios.  Desde  junio  de  1896,  se  han  recibido  2,412  trozas  de  Honduras;  200 
de  Nicaragua;  492  de  Tabasco;  852  de  Africa,  y  869  de  Cuba. 

PARAGUAY. 

Demanda  de   Maqoinaria        ^^  C6nsul  de  Inglaterra  cn  Asunci6n,  Paraguay,  en  o'» 
para  Descortezar.  informe  de  fecha  recicnte  dirigido  4  la  Oficina  de  RcUa* 

ones  Exteriores,  llama  la  atenci6n  hacia  la  actual  demanda  de  maquinariadescort^ 
zadora  en  aquel  pais.  Hay  en  el  Paraguay  muchas  variedades  de  plantas  icxtiles 
que  solo  requieren  una  preparaci6n  apropiada  para  con vertirse  en  articulosde 
comercio.     La  caraqueta  es  una  de  estas  plantas;  se  da  profusamente  y  cotnocl 
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mi6,  permanece  inexplotada  en  su  mayor  parte.  El  cultivo  del  rami6  ha  sido 
)andonado  i  causa  de  la  imperfecta  maquinaria  de  que  se  dispone  para  el  desa- 
olio  de  esta  industria,  no  obstante  que  el  cultivo  de  aquella  planta  en  el  Para- 
lay  ha  sido  en  extreme  satisfactorio. 


PERU. 

*>odncto«  de    los   Bsudos     ^^  C6nsul  DicKEY  escribc  del  Callao,  con  fecha  1  2  de 
Unidoa.  enero  de  1898,  que  los  principales  articulos  de  los  Estados 

Unidos  que  se  importan  en  el  Peril  son  petr61eo  refinado,  madera  de  construc- 
ci6n,  travesafios  de  ferrocarril,  maquinaria  (agricola  y  para  mineria),  aceite 
lubricante,  agua  de  Florida,  pintura,  cuerdas,  trementina,  cristaleria,  pez  rubia, 
frasa,.  herramientas,  m&quinas  de  coser,  y  unas  cuantas  bicicletas.  La  madera 
ic  pine  y  los  travesafios  de  ferro  carril  son  los  principales  articulos  de  exporta- 
:i6n  de  la  costa  occidental,  pero  el  c6nsul  menciona  tambi6n  un  gran  cargamento 
fe  trigo  que  ncg6  de  San  Francisco  en  octubre  de  1897,  y  que  ascendi6  i  125,358 
ushcls.  Segun  el  referido  consul,  este  es  el  (inico  cargamento  de  trigo  de  los 
'Stados  Unidos  que  se  ha  importado  en  el  Peru  durante  los  cuatro  dltimos 
fios ;  Chile  hace  la  mayor  parte  de  esta  importaci6n  en  el  Per(i.  El  importe 
>tal  del  trigo  chileno  importado  en  el  Peru  durante  el  afio  de  1897,  ascendi6 
22,613,723  kilogramos  (830,903  bushels).  Opina  el  c6nsul  que  lo  primero 
ue  dcben  hacer  los  Estados  Unidos  para  conseguir  el  comercio  del  Peru  y  de 
>s  otros  paises  de  la  costa  del  Pacifico  en  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur,  es 
itablecer  una  linea  de  vapores  ripidos  desde  San  Francisco. 


URUGUAY. 

El  C6nsul  de  los  Estadns  Unidos,  Mr.  Swalm,  comu- 

Sstado  del  Oomercio. 

nica  de  Montevideo  con  fecha  4  de  febrero  de  1898,  que 
^  trasquiladura  de  la  presente  estaci6n  en  el  Uruguay  ascenderd  4  90,000  pacas, 
c  las  cuales  casi  70,000  han  sido  embarcadas  para  los  mercados  europeos ;  hay 
0,000  pacas  almacenadas,  y  de  las  io,oco  restantes,  no  se  hadispuesto  todavia. 
■a  matanza  de  ganado  hasta  el  3  de  febrero,  era  como  sigue : 

'  timero  de  reses  beneficiadas  hasta  aquella  fecha loi,  261 

Omcro  de  rescs  beneficiadas  hasta  igual  fecha  de  1897  .  ^ 162,  882 

(iinero  de  reses  beneficiadas  hasta  igual  fecha  de  1896 137,  002 

Dice  el  C6nsul  Swalm  que  la  cosecha  de  trigo  es  la  mejor  que  se  ha  recojido 
fi  muchos  anos,  y  que  se  acaba  de  dar  comienzo  &  la  exportaci6n  de  aquel  pro- 
Ucto  para  los  mercados  de  Europa. 
ivpresidn  de  Dercchos  de       ^na  ley  de  1 1  de  enero  de  1896  estableci6  en  el  Uru- 

Adnana  Adicionaies.  guay,  por  el  t6rmino  de  dos  anos,  ciertos  impuestos 
ucvos  y  especialmente  un  derecho  suplementario  de  2%  por  ciento  sobre  todas 
s  mercancias  importadas  i  la  Republica.  Este  derecho  iu6  suprimido  el  1 1  de 
lero  de  1888  por  haber  expirado  el  periodo  para  el  cual  se  estableci6. 
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Fibrica  de  Oerveza  en 
Puerto  OabeUo. 


VENEZUELA. 

El  C6nsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Puerto  CabcUo 
informa  que,  i  causa  del  cstablecimiento  recientc  dc 
f&bricas  de  cerveza  en  Caracas,  Puerto  Cabcllo  y  Maracaibo,  las  importaciones 
dc  esta  bebida  han  llegado  i  ser  casi  nominales,  y  que  dentro  de  poco  habrin 
cesado  por  complete.  Antes  sc  importaban  grandel  cantidades  de  cerveza  dc 
los  Estados  Unidos,  Inglaterra  y  Alemania.  En  Puerto  Cabello  sc  ha  cons- 
truido  una  cerveceria,  cuya  capacidad  productora  es  dc  2,642  galones  en 
veinticuatro  horas;  esti  montada  con  maquinaria  de  lo  mis  perfeccionado  7 
produce  una  cerveza  de  excelente  calidad.  La  fabrica  cuesta  cerca  de  $200,000 
y  es  propiedad  de  capitalistas  alemanes.  En  el  Brasil  se  ha  establecido  tambien. 
6sta  industria.  En  Porto  Alegre,  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  se  ha  organizado  un 
compafiia  de  accionistas  con  un  capital  de  $3,500,000,  con  el  objeto  d 
*establecer  f&bricas  de  cerveza. 


PRODUCCION  DE  VINO  EN  LAS  REPUBLICAS  AMERICANAS. 


Los  datos  que  se  poncn  i  continuaci6n,  referentes  i  la  producci6n  de  vino  c 
varios  palses  del  continente  americano,  son  tornados  de  un  informc  sobrc  la  pn 
ducci6n  de  vino  en  todo  el  mundo  durante  los  afios  de   1896  y  1897,  que 
public6  en  uno  de  los  ultimos  numeros  del  '*  Moniteur  Vinicole" : 


Estados  Unidos 

Mexico 

Repdblica  Argentina 

Chile 

Brasil 


Galloncs. 


25.  234, 000 

I,  320,000 

31,  680,  000 

61,  600, 000 

8,  580,  000 


14, 960, 
1.546, 

34,  9S0,  CMDO 

37, 460,  Cfoo 


BOLETIM  MENSAL 


DA 


Secretaria  das  Republicas  AMERICANAS, 

Uniao  Internacional  das  Republicas  Americanas. 


Vol.  V.  ABRIL  de   1898.  No.  10. 


RELAgOES  COMMERCIAES   ENTRE   OS  PAIZES 

AMERICANOS.— X* 

RECURSOS  INTERIORES  DAS  ANTILHAS. 

J  a  no  BoLETiM  Mensal  correspondente  ao  mez  de  Outubro  de 
^897,  se  fez  referencia  as  condi95es  favoraveis  que  as  Antilhas 
offerecem  ao  commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos,  pois  sua  posicjao 
geographica  toma  muito  facil  a  communica9ao  entre  os  portos 
norte-americanos  e  o  immense  archipelago  que  se  estende  desdeas 
proximidades  da  Florida  ate  perto  da  costa  de  Venezuela.  A  area 
de  todas  essas  ilhas  e  cerca  de  92,270  milhas  quadradas  e  sua  popu- 
iafao  e  calculada  em  5,000,000. 

O  producto  principal  das  Antilhas  e  o  assucar,  e  o  tabaco  e  o 
cafe  vem  em  segundo  lugar.  Pode-se  dizer  que,  ate  ha  poucos 
annos,  nao  existiam  outros  productos  que,  sob  o  ponto  de  vista 
commercial,  merecessem  ser  mencionados;  mas  ultimamente  tem-se 
dedicado  bastante  atten9ao  a  outra  classe  de  productos,  taes  ( omo 
cacao,  rnadeiras,  rhum,  mela9o,  fibras  vegetaes,  esponjas,  concha  de 
tartaruga,  sal,  couros  e  fructas  tropicaes. 

*0  primeirodesta  seriedeartigos,  pelo  finado  Sr.  Joseph  P.  Smith, foi  publicadono 
BoLETiM  Mensal  do  mcz  de  Julho  de  1897.  Continuar-se-ha  a  publicagao  dcstes 
artigos,  escritos  por  varios  collaboradores  e  de  conformidade  com  o  piano  adoptado 
pclo  Sr.  Smith. 
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As  Antilhas  constituem,  como  6  bem  conhecido,  uma  regiao 
agricola  por  excellencia,  ainda  que  sejam  limitados  seus  recursos 
industriaes.     O  que  principalmente  exportam  sao  os  productos  do 
solo,  que,  mais  ou  menos  fertil  em  todas  as  ilhas,  c  de  uma  fecun- 
didade  assombrosa  em  algumas  d*ellas,  como  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico, 
Jamaica  e   Haiti.     A  extraordinaria  riqueza  da   grande  Antilha 
hespanhola  c  proverbial,  porque  nao  somente  da  todos  os  productos 
da  America  intertropical,  mas  possue  em  seu  tabaco  uma  verdadeira 
especialidade.     Os  esfor9os  que  se  fizeram  para  cultivar  cmoutros 
paizes,o  magnifico  tabaco  da  Vuelta  Abajo,  nSo  tiveram  bomexito, 
e  nao  se  pode  obter  este  tabaco  fora  dessa  ilha  privilegiada.    0  ate 
de  Puerto  Rico  e  muito  famoso,  assim  como  o  de  Haiti.    A  ilha 
da  Trindade  produz  excellente  cacao. 

O  commercio  das  Antilhas  com  os  Estados  Unidos  e  ja  muito 
consideravel  e  c  de  esperar  que  se  va  desenvolvendo  mais  e  mais 
cada  dia.  Si  olharmos  para  as  tabellas  que  publicamos  em  seguida. 
extrahidas  de  dados  estatisticos  da  Secretaria  do  Thesouro  dos 
Estados  Unidos,  veremos  o  total  do  commercio  entre  os  Estados 
Unidos  e  as  Antilhas  durante  o  exercicio  de  1896-97: 

Importances, 

As  Antilhas: 

Inglczas $12,285,385 

Dinamarquczas 367,259 

Hollandczas 9^.343 

Francezas %^ 

Haiti 1,460.220 

Santo  Domingo 2. 369.424 

Ilhas  hespanholas : 

Cuba 16,406.^15 

Puerto  Rico 2,i8i,o24 

Exporta^des. 
As  Antilhas: 

Inglezas $7,8o8,493 

Dinamarquezas 5'9'44 

Hollandczas 649. 9)' 

Francezas 1,665.4 

Haiti 3. 554i433 

Santo  Domingo I,a45'^5' 

Ilhas  hespanholas : 

Cuba l^V^'f 

Puerto  Rico 1-9^'*'^ 

As  Antilhas  britannicas  mantem  um  grande  commercio  com  o^ 
Estados  Unidos,  a  onde  enviam  a  maior  parte  de  seus  productos e 
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!  onde  recebem  quasi  todo  o  que  necessitam.  Referindo-se  as 
mdicoes  do  commercio  em  Jamaica,  o  Sr.  Eckford,  Consul  dos 
stados  Unidos  em  Kingston,  diz  n'uma  communica^ao  que  foi 
iblicada  nas  *' Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States"  de 
)95  e  1896,  o  que  segue: 

"  Em  resposta  li  circular  dessa  Secretaria  de  8  de  Julho  de  1896, 
nho  a  honra  de  dizer  que  nos  ultimos  annos  tem  havido  um 
escimento  constante  nas  importances  dos  Estados  Unidos,  e 
Igando  pelo  que  se  ve,  o  augmento  continuara. 
"  O  melhoramento  das  facilidades  de  transporte  entre  esta  ilha 
OS  Estados  Unidos,  dando  em  resultado  uma  reduccao  no  pre9o 
38  fretes ;  os  esfor^os  dos  fabricantes,  exportadores  e  outros  homens 
e  negocios  para  fazer  conhecer  os  productos  americanos  nas 
intilhas  por  meio  de  annuncios,  ou  aproveitando-se  de  agentes 
?sponsaveis  e  activos  ou  de  outra  maneira;  tudo  tem  contribuido 
augmentar  o  commercio,  e  e  claro  que  o  espirito  de  empreza  e 
energia  dos  commerciantes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  dos  quaes  pode- 
affirmar  que  ultimamente  tem  comprehendido  que  existe  aqui 
11  bom  mercado  para  seus  productos,  resultarao  em  maior 
'senvolvimento  das  relacdes  commerciaes." 
Os  meios  de  communicanao  interior  nas  differentes  Antilhas 
*ralmente  bastam  as  necessidades  do  commercio.  Em  Cuba, 
>  principaes  centros  de  populacao  ligam-se  por  estradas  de  ferro. 
rn  Jamaica,  ha  tambem  algumas  milhas  de  estradas  de  ferro, 
>sim  como  na  Trindade,  Barbadas,  Porto  Rico  e  na  Republica 
^ominicana ;  mas  a  maior  parte  do  commercio  e  feita  por  agua, 
inda  que  existem  tambem  boas  estradas  de  rodagem  em  algumas 
as  ilhas. 

Ha  nas  Antilhas  numerosos  e  excellentes  portos,  alguns  dos 
^aes  figuram  entre  os  primeiros  da  America.  As  communicanoes 
^tre  ditos  portos  e  os  dos  Estados  Unidos  sao  boas  e  frequentes. 
allando  de  Jamaica,  diz  o  Consul  Eckford,  no  relatorio  ja 
'^ncionado,  o  que  segue : 

''Jamaica  tem  42  portos  abertos  ao  commercio  estrangeiro,  dos 
^aes  OS  principaes  sSo  Kingston,  Port  Antonio,  Montego  Bay, 
Wk  River,  Savana  la  Mar,  St.  Anns  Bay,  Falmouth,  Milk 
iver,  Lucca,  Morant  Bay,  Annotto  Bay,  e  Port  Maria.  Durante 
«lTino  sahiram  dos  portos  da  ilha  1,168  embarcacoes,  ou  32  mais 
^e  o  anno  anterior.     Destas  embarca9oes  698  foram  vapores  e 
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470  navios  a  vela.     Pertenciam  aos  Estados  Unidos  102,  e  des*^ 
82  foram  vapores  e  80  navios  a  vela,  com  uma  tonelagem   c 
75,052  toneladas,  mostrando  um  augmento  de  35,711  tonelada 
sobre  o  anno  passado.    Os  meios  de  transportes  entre  esta  ilha  e  os 
Estados  Unidos  sSLo  excellentes.    Os  vapores  da  'Atlas  Steamship 
Company'  fazem  uma  viagem  por  semana  de  ida  e  volta  entre 
New  York  e  Kingston.     A  dita  companhia  conta  com  8  vapores 
neste  commercio.     *     *     *     A  linha  '  Kerr,'  ingleza,  tern  varios 
navios  que  se  dedicam  principalmente  ao  commercio  de  fructas  c 
que  correm  entre  os  difFerentes  portos  da  ilha  e  New  York.    A 
'  Boston  Fruit  Company,'  corpora9ao  americana,  tem  1 2  navios, 
alguns  proprios  e  outros  fretados,  com  uma  tonelagem  que  varu 
de  381  a  1,440  toneladas,  e  que  se  empregam  no  commercio  dc 
passageiros  e  no  de  fructas,  fazendo  viagens  de  Port  Antonio,  qu 
c  a  esta9^o  principal,  Kingston,  Annotto  Bay,  Buff  Bay,  HoJ 
Bay,  Port   Morant  e  outros  pontos,  a  New  York,  Philadelph^ 
Boston  e  Baltimore.     Os  Vapores  da 'West  Indian  and  Paci  i 
Line'  fazem  duas  viagens  por  mez  da  cidade  de  Kingston  a  Ne^ 
Orleans,  fazendo  escala  em  alguns  portos  mexicanos.     A  'In J 
pendent   Line'  comecou   ultimamente  a  fazer  viagens  de  ida 
volta  com  seus  vapores  entre  New  York  e  Kingston.     Estes 
dedicam   principalmente   ao  commercio  de   fructas.     Ha  muitp 
vapores  sem  escala  fixa  que  correm  entre  os  portos  da  ilha  e  os  d« 
Estados  Unidos." 

Os  principaes  portos  ae  Cuba  estao  em  communica9ao  pc 
vapor  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  e  as  seguintes  linhas  de  navegacaj 
merecem  ser  mencionadas.  A  "  New  York  and  Cuba  Mail  Stcarr 
ship  Company,"  a  "Munson  Steamship  Line"e  a  "Compani 
Transatlantica  Espanola."  Santo  Domingo  e  Haiti  tem  tamber 
bons  meios  de  communicacao  com  os  Estados  Unidos  por  vapore 
e  navios  de  vela.  Outro  tanto  pode-se  dizer  das  Antilhas  francc 
zas,  hoUandezas  e  dinamarquezas. 

Como  era  de  esperar,  tomando  em  cbnsidera^ao  a  posi9ao  gee 
graphica  das  Antilhas  a  respeito  dos  Estados  Unidos,  as  transac 
9oes  commerciaes  entre  este  paiz  e  aquellas  ilhas  sao  de  grand 
importancia  e  promettem  um  rapido  desenvolvimento.  Com  a 
colonias  hespanholas  deCuba  e  Porto  Rico  e  especialmente  cor 
a  primeira,  o  commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos    tem   sido  muic 
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notavel,  pois  tern  ascendido  a  nao  menos  de  noventa  por  cento  do 
commercio  total  da  grande  Antilha. 

Segundo  o  "Statesman's  Year  Book"  para  1897,  quasi  todo  o 

tabaco  e  quasi  a  metade  dos  charutos  que  se  exportam  de  Cuba 

vem  aos  Estados  Unidos.     A  mesma  autoridade  assegura  que 

das  832,43 1  toneladas  de  assucar  que  sahiram  da  ilha  em  1895,  se 

introduziram  nos  Estados  Unidos  769,962.     O  commercio  dos 

Estados  Unidos  com  as  Antilhas  britannicas  e  consideravel,  pois, 

como  antes  se  disse,  a  maior  parte  dos  productos  destas  vem  aos 

mercados  americanos,  e  nelles  tambem  se  provem  aquellas  colonias 

do  que  necessitam.     Jamaica,  que  e  a  primeira  de  todas  ellas  por 

sua  extensao,  riqueza,  e  popula9ao,  importa  dos  Estados  Unidos 

uma  grande  quantidade  de  mercadorias,  quantidade  que  em  1896 

representava  33.9  por  cento  da  importa9ao  total  de  artigos  manu- 

6cturados.     Quanto  aos  productos  alimenticios  que  se  introduzem 

na  ilha,  a  maior  parte  vem  dos  Estados  Unidos,  pois,  segundo  o 

Consul  EcKFORD  (vejam-se  as  "Commercial  Relations   of  the 

L^nited  States"  para  1895  e  1896,  pagina  519)  dos  $3,870,716.03 

^^^  essa    importa9ao    representou    no    exercicio   de    1895-96, 

$2,429,294.91  corresponderam  aos  Estados  Unidos. 

O  commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  as  Antilhas  francezas,nao 
obstante  ser  consideravel,  nao  tem  chegado  ainda  a  seu  completo 
d^senvolvimento,  e  a  este  respeito  convem  citar  o  que  diz  o  Con- 
^^1  americano,  o  Sr.  Tucker,  em  um  relatorio  que  dirigiu  de  St. 
*^ierre,  Martinica,  8  de  Outubro  de  1896,  e  que  foi  publicado  nas 
**  Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States"  para  1895  ^  1896. 
*'*Em  uma  entrevista  recente  que  tive  com  o  prefeito  de  St. 
"ierre,  este  senhor  queixou-se  da  impossibilidade  de  obter  informa- 
9oes  exactas  dos  catalogos  que  vem  impressos  em  inglez,  porque 
^^nhum  dos  empregados  da  municipalidade  conhece  a  dita  lingua. 
'^Uudiu  especialmente  a  catalogos  de  bombas  de  incendio  as  quaes 
^  <^idade  deseja  comprar,  e  tambem  me  disse  que  desejaria  ter  um 
^^talogo  e  uma  lista  de  precos  em  francez  de  toda  classe  de  artigos 
^^  escriptorio,  accrescentando  que  enviar  essas  publicacoes  em 
**^glez,  como  se  faz  constantemente,  c  um  gasto  desnecessario. 

""Seria  bom  suggerir  aos  industriaes  e  commerciantes  dos 
*^stados  Unidos  a  conveniencia  de  mandar  a  esta  ilha  catalogos 
^  Ustas  de  pre90S  em  francez,  como  um  meio  para  introduzir  aqui 
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as  manufacturas  americanas,  dando-as  a  conhecer  melhor  do  que  sc 
conhecem  na  actual idade.     Tambem  pode-se  aconselhar  para  0 
mesmo  fim  que  se  enviem  a  esta  ilha  e  a  outros  lugares  onde  sc 
falla  francez,  agentes  commerciaes  que  sejam  homens  de  intelli- 
gencia  e  educa9ao,  assim  como  conhecedores  de  linguas  estran- 
geiras.     D'outra  sorte,  as  viagens  dos  ditos  agentes  naoteraobons 
resultados.     Quando  penso  nos  esfor90S  que  fazem  outras  nacoes, 
especialmente  a  Allemanha,  para  educar  seus  jovens  que  se  dedi- 
quern  a  este  importante  trabalho,  e  observoo  bom  exito  alcancado. 
nSo  posso  deixar  de  chamar  a  atten9ao  dos  meus  concidadaos  para 
este  assumpto,  nesta  epocha  de  concurrencia  e  de  esforcos  con- 
stantes  para  melhorar  os  meios  de  attrahir-se  o  commercio  dcs 
paizes  estrangeiros.     Tenho  conhecido  nesta  ilha  agentes  com- 
merciaes dos  Estados  Unidos  que  nao  podiam  fallar  francez  e  que, 
por  conseguinte,  nao  podiam  fazer  negocios,  emquanto  que  outros 
conhecedores  da  lingua  e  entendidos  em  seus  negocios,  obtinham 
grandes  vantagens  para  as  casas  que  representavam." 

As  Antilhis  dinamarquezas  e  hollandezas  s^o  as  menores  dc 
todas,  e  seu  commercio  c  naturalmente  proporcionado  a  seu  tama- 
nho.  O  commercio  que  mantem  com  os  Estados  Unidos  e, 
todavia,  consideravel.  Fallando  das  importa9oes  e  exporta9ocs  em 
St.  Thomas,  o  Consul  Stewart,  em  um  relatorio  em  data  de  5 
de  Septembro  de  1896,  que  foi  publicado  nas  "Commecial  Rela- 
tions of  the  United  States"  para  1895  e  1896,  expressa-se  assim: 

"  Houve  uma  diminui9ao  nas  importa96es  da  Inglatera,  Franca, 
e  Allemanha  durante  o  exercicio  findo  a  30  de  Junhode  1896, 
emquanto  que  as  importa9oes  dos  Estados  Unidos  augmentaram-se 
em  mais  de  $40,000. 

"Calculam-se  as  exporta96es  em  cerca  de  $60,000,  e  desta 
quantia  $37,987  foram  aos  Estados  Unidos." 

A  colonia  hollandeza  de  Cura9ao  tem,  em  proporcao  a  seu 
tamanho,  um  commercio  consideravel  com  os  Estados  Unidos; 
mas  c  claro  que  muito  se  poderia  tazer  para  augmental-o,  e  a      , 
respeito  disto,  o  Consul  Americano,  o  Sr.  Jervis  Sfencer,  tli^^     ] 
em  um  relatario  publicado  nas  "Commercial    Relations  of  tR^     j 
United  States"  para  o  anno  de  1895-96,  o  que  segue:  ] 

"Si  se  exhibissem  aqui  amostras  de  manufacturas  americanas* 
junto  com  as  listas  de  pre9os,  e  si  se  comparassem  estas  com  as 


J 
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ropeas,  sem  duvida  as  primeiras  scriam  preferidas  e  um  com- 
^rcio  seria  estabelecido  que  augmentaria  cada  dia.  Aconselharia 
le  as  ditas  amostras  se  expozessem  em  um  edificio  destinado  a 
:e  fim  para  que  os  fabricantes  dos  Estados  Unidos  poderiam 
m  pouco  custo  vender  suas  manufacturas  aos  commerciantes 
stes  paizes." 

O  Consul  Spencer,  como  outros  empregados  consulares,  acon- 
Iha  que  se  enviem  a  essas  ilhas  agentes  commerciaes  que  conhe- 
iin  a  lingua,  os  gostos  e  os  costumes  do  paiz, 

Ao  considerar  o  desenvolvimento  a  que  pode  chegar  o  com- 
lercio  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  as  Antilhas,  o  primeiro  que  salta 
vista  e  a  proximidade  destas  ilhas  ao  littoral  dos  Estados  Unidos. 
s  montanhas  de  Cuba  quasi  podem  ser  vistas  desde  a  Florida, 
e  New  York  a  Kingston,  Jamaica,  a  distanciaede  1,820  milhas, 
ndo  muito  menor  a  Haiti.  Situadas  as  Antilhas  no  caminho 
le  seguem  os  vapores  e  navios  a  vela  que  se  empregam  no  com- 
ercio  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  e  a  costa  da  America  Central  e 
>  Sul  sobre  o  Atlantico,  e  indubitavel  que  a  propor9a&  que  se 
senvolverem  as  relacoes  commerciaes  das  tres  sec96es  deste  con- 
lente,  o  commercio  entre  as  Antilhas  e  os  mercados  do  norte 
ra  de  augmentar-se  necessariamente.  As  fabricas  americanas 
>deni  fornecer  a  todo  o  archipelago  todas  as  manufacturas  que 
us  habitantes  necessitam,  e  a  concurrencia  das  na9oes  do  Velho 
lundo  sera  impossivel  no  dia  em  que  os  commerciantes  dos 
•stados  Unidos,  ajustando-se  as  exigencias  dos  mercados  das 
antilhas,  adoptem  o  methodo  commercial  seguido  pelos  paizes 
^ropeos,  principalmente  a  AUemanha,  e  que  consiste,  sobretudo, 
^  estudar,  por  meio  de  agentes  activos  e  bem  educados,  os  usos, 
s  costumes  e  ainda  os  gostos  peculiares  dos  povos  com  os  quaes 
ornmerciam. 

A  reconstruc9ao  da  marinha  mercante  dos  Estados  Unidos  e  uma 
^cessidade  indispensavel  em  face  das  exigencias  do  commercio 
'^terior.  Nao  ha  razao  para  que  os  armadores  americanos  n^o 
^ssam  fazer  concurrencia  com  os  da  Europa  na  industria  de 
*^nsportes  por  agua,  sobretudo,  tratando-se  dos  paizes  deste  con- 
'^^nte,  e,  todavia,  e  um  facto  innegavel  e  sorprendente  que  a 
^3ior  parte  das  mercadorias  que  se  introduzem  aos  portos  da 
^nierica  latina  chega  em  embarcacoes  de  nacionalidade  europea. 
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Nos  estaleiros  americanos  se  construem  navios  tao  bons  como 
que  se  fazem  na  Inglaterra,  e  e  uma  verdade  reconhecida  que  em 
epochas  passadas  a  marinha  mercante  dos  Estados  Unidos  sobr^- 
pujou   a  da    Inglaterra.     Para  p61-a  outra  vez   nessas  condicoes, 
deveriam  dirigir-se  os  esfor90S  de  todos  os  que  aspiram  a  ver    a 
Grande  Republica  dominando  sem  concurrencia  alguma  erfi  todos 
OS  mercados  do  novo  mundo. 

A  medida  que  a   marinha   mercante  dos   Estados   Unidos  se 
levantar  a  altura  a  que  deve  necessariamente  chegar,  far-se-ha  mais 
facil  o  crescimento  do  commercio  deste  paiz  com  os  demais  da 
America.     E  um  facto  reconhecido  por  todas  as  grandes  potencias 
do  mundo  que  nada  e  t^io  favoravel  ao  commercio  de  um  paiz 
como  o  poder  de  enviar  seus  productos  ao  estrangeiro  em  seus 
proprios  navios,  e  a  isto  se  deve    indubitavelmente    em  grande 
parte  a  posicao  proeminente  que  a  Grao  Bretanha  tem  occupado 
por  muito  tempo  a  respeito  das  outras  nacdes  mercantis.     Bern 
conhecidos  suo  os  esfor90S  que  a  Fran9a  e  a  Allemanha  tem  feito 
e  continbam  a  fazer  em  beneficio  de  sua  marinha  mercante.     N  <^ 
Estados  Unidos  se  comprehende  perteitamente  a  importancia  *3€ 
que  o  commercio  americano  disponha  de  melhores  facilidades  ^^ 
transporte  afim  de  que  os  exportadores  deste  paiz  deixem  de  pa^^ 
tributo  a  emprezas  de  navega9ao  estrangeiras.     Sendo  a  Gran^==^ 
Republica  a  primeira  na9ao  industrial  do  mundo  e  contando  e 
ambos  mares  com  numerosos  e  excellentes  portos,  e  natural  qi-^ 
possua  uma  marinha  mercante  proporcionada  as  necessidades  d::^ 
seu  commercio,   e   a  tera.     J  a  se   tem    conseguido  muito  nes0" 
sentido,  mas  ainda  fica  bastante  por  fazer.     O  dia  vira,  todavia, 
tudo  parece  indicar  que  ja  se  acerca,  em  que  a  bandeira  araer"^ 
cana,  fluctuando  sobre  navios  mercantes  americanos,  se  offerecer^ 
aos  olhos  do  viajante,  como  hoje  se  apresenta  a  bandeira  inglezc:^ 
em  todos  os  portos  da  America. 
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REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

INDUSTRIA  ASSUCAREIRA  DE  TUCUMAN  EM   1896-97, 

A  produc9ao  de  assucar  na  provincia  de  Tucuman  tern  seguido, 
irante  o  passado  anno  fiscal,  o  desenvolvimento  crescente  que  ja 
tem  indicado  em  relatorios  anteriores.  A  colheita  de  1896-97 
ontou   a    135,606   toneladas.     A    produc9ao  dos  cinco   annos 

ecedentes,  foi  como  se  segue : 


Annos. 


Tonelndas. 


45,000 
40,000 
55.000 
74,000 
103,  000 


Durante  o  anno  de  1896-97,  estaVam  funccionando  trinta  e 
iatro  engenhos  de  assucar,  dos  quaes  cinco,  cujos  donos  s^o  fran- 
zes,  produziram  23,000  toneladas ;  dous,  cujos  donos  e  adminis- 
idores  sSLo  filhos  de  fi*ancezes,  cidadaos  da  Republica  Argentina, 
oduziram  8,000  toneladas,  e  tres,  cuja  produc9^o  total  foi  de 
^500  toneladas,  sSo  da  propriedade  de  uma  companhia  allema. 
lem  destes  engenhos,  ha  um  hespanhol  que  produz  9,000  tone- 
das,  um  sueco  e  um  americano  que  produzem  1,600  e  2,154 
neladas  respectivamente.  Os  vinte  e  um  engenhos  restantes,  sSo 
I  propriedade  exclusiva  de  argentinos. 

Estes  engenhos  receberam  da  Fran9a  todas  suas  machinas  com 
^ccpcao  dos  tres  engenhos  allem^es,  o  americano  e  outro  mais, 
ijas  machinas  foram  compradas  na  Inglaterra. 
Espera-se  que  a  produc9So  para  o  anno  fiscal  de  1897-98  sera 
mais  de  1 50,000  toneladas.  Por  conseguinte,  o  mercado  da 
*publica  Argentina  pode  ser  considerado  desde  agora,  como 
hado  ao  assucar  europeo,  com  excep9ao  de  algumas  pequenas 
^ntidades  de  assucar  refinado,  introduzido  para  o  uso  de  certos 
^sumidores  ricos.  Os  referidos  dados  so  referem  a  provincia  de 
^cuman.  A  produc9^o  de  assucar  nas  provincias  vizinhas  de 
Ita,  Jujuy,  o  Chaco  e  Coriientes  montou  em  1895  a  15,000 
"^eladas,  segundo  um  relatorio  official.     Em  Santa  Fe,  Formosa, 

Santiago,  a  produc9ao  para  o  mesmo  anno  foi  de  9,000  toneladas. 
Bull.  No.  1(> 9 
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COLHEITA  DE  CEREAES. 

O  "South  American  Journal"  de  19  de  Mar90,  publica  a 
seguinte  communica9^o  sobre  a  colheita  de  cereaes.  A  dita  com- 
munica9^o  foi  escripta  pelo  Sr.  William  Goodwin,  membro  da 
commiss^o  de  inspec92lo  de  grSLos  do  rio  da  Prata,  e  esta  datada 
cm  Buenos  Aires,  a  14  de  Fevereiro  de  1898- 

Dizem  que  ha  uma  produc^ao  deficiente  de  trigo  em  muitas  partes  da  Repnb- 
lica  Argentina  e  se  crt  que  a  exporta^So  total  do  rio  da  Prata  nio  excederi  de 
5,000,000  quarteis,  apesar  de  ter  tido  no  Uruguay  uma  colheita  abundantc,  de 
boa  qualidade;  mas  si  a  grande  geada  de  8  de  Novembro,  quando  a  plaoU 
estava  em  flor,  se  tivesse  demorado  uma  semana  mais,  se  teria  dobrado  proravel- 
mente  a  quantidade  destinada  i  exporta9ao,  pois  o  damno  occasionado  pelos 
gafanhotos  nao  foi  de  importancia  e  a  secca  causou  prejuizos  principabncnte  00s 
districtos  em  que  se  apresentou  immediatamente  depois  das  geadas.  A  quali- 
dade do  grao  seri  varia ;  e  as  grandes  chuvas  que  tem  cahido  ultimamente  teo 
causado  damno  consideravel  em  muitas  rimas  que  ainda  nao  estao  debulhadas. 

A  colheita  de  linha^a  €  muito  escassa,  e  6  duvidoso  que  a  exportagao  exceda 
de  100,000  toneladas,  de  qualidade  mediana. 

A  colheita  de  milho  promette  ser  muito  grande  e  nao  se  tcme  que  scja  preja- 
dicada  pelos  gafanhotos  nas  poucas  semanas  que  faltam  para  que  aquclja  plaota 
esteja  madura. 


COLUMBIA. 

CONCLUSAO  DO  MOLHE  DE  LA  BOCA. 

N'uma  communica92lo,  em  data  de  3  de  Fevereiro  de  1898,0 
Sr.  Murphy,  Agente  Consular  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Colon, da 
conta  a  Secretaria  de  Estado,  da  conclusio  do  dique  de  La  Boa 
ponto  terminal  do  Canal  de  Panama  pelo  lado  do  Pacifico.  Con- 
siderou-se  necessaria  a  construc9ao  desta  obra  para  obviar  os 
obstaculos  que  apresentavam  as  grandes  mares  no  porto  dc  Pa' 
nama,  que  excediam  de  vinte  e  cinco  pes,  deixavam  o  fundodo 
mar  exposto  a  vista  por  uma  milha  ou  mais  desde  a  praia,  na 
maior  baixa-mar. 

O  Sr.  Murphy  diz  que  e  opiniao  geral  que  esta  obra  tera  urn 
bom  exito,  e  que  os  vapores  de  maior  tamanho  podeiio  carregar 
e  descarregar  no  caes,  em  vez  de  fazel-o  como  antes,  por  meio  dc 
lanchas  no  ancoradouro  aberto. 

N'um  relatorio  apresentado  por  M.  Bonardel,  Presidentc  da 
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Directoria  da  Nova  Companhia  do  Canal  de  Panama,  n'uma 
reuniao  de  accionistas  celebrada  em  Paris  a  28  de  Dezembro  de 
1897,  ^  declara  que  a  conclus^o  do  porto  e  do  molhe  de  La  Boca 
e  um  dos  principaes  trabalhos  entre  os  emprehendidos  pela  Com- 
panhia durante  o  anno  passado,  e  que  seu  principal  objecto  e 
faciiitar  a  Companhia  de  Estradas  de  Ferro  de  Panama  o  despacho 
dc  mercadorias  mais  rapidamente  e  com  menos  gastos  que  antes, 
de  modo  a  poder  fazer  concurrencia  vantajosa  com  as  varias 
cstradas  de  ferro  transcontinentaes  e  com  a  transporta92lo  maritima 
pelo  Estreito  de  Magalh^es. 

Estao  terminadas  quatorze  milhas  do  canal  a  partir  do  extremo 
dc  Colon,  e  seis  milhas  desde  o  de  Panama ;  mas  a  maior  e  mais 
difficil  parte  da  empreza,  as  obras  necessarias  para  atravessar  a 
cordilheira  Culebra  e  prevenir  as  inunda96es  do  rio  Chagres,  ainda 
tern  de  ser  emprehendidas. 


EQUADOR. 

CULTIVO  DE  BORRACHA. 

0  Sr.  Perry  de  Leon,  Consul  Geral  dos  Estados  Unidos  em 
Guayaquil,  remette  a  Secretaria  de  Estado,  em  data  de  26  de 
Fevereiro,  um  relatorio  sobre  o  cultivo  da  borracha  no  Equador. 
Do  dito  relatorio  extrahimos  o  seguinte : 

0  cultivo  da  borracha  no  Equador  c  uma  nova  industria;  ate  o 
presente,  a  borracha  tem  sido  extrahida  de  arvores  silvestres  nas 
florestas,  mas  a  maneira  descuidada  em  que  se  tem  levado  a  cabo 
3quella  opera9ao,  tem  dado  em  resultado  a  destrui92io  da  arvore. 
I^as  regioes  remotas  ha  ainda  grandes  florestas  que,  por  raz^o  de 
suainaccessibilidade  e  por  falta  de  meios  de  transporte,  permanecem 

■ 

»ntactas. 

Trata-se  de  obter  do  Governo  uma  concessSo  de  oito  annos  para 
^  ^xplora9ao  da  borracha  e  a  quinina  na  Provincia  de  Tungurahua, 
^'uma  area  de  8  a  10  leguas  quadradas.  Os  principaes  productos 
da  Republica  sao  cacao  e  cafe,  mas  espera-se  que  o  interesse  que 
^  esta  tomando  actualmente  no  cultivo  da  borracha,  de  a  esta 
industria  tanta  i.iiportancia  como  a  que  aquelles  tem. 

0  Consul-Geral  de  Leon  diz  que  o  Equador  produz  em  abun- 
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dancia  toda  a  classe  de  arvores  de  borracha,  e  que  as  de  melhor 
qualidade  se  encontram  nas  regides  mais  temperadas  dos  tropicos. 
A  arvore  da  seu  maior  rendimento  a  uma  temperatura  de  64' 
Fahrenheit;  a  uma  temperatura  mais  baixaagomma  se  solidifica, 
assim  cerrando  a  incisao  e  paralysando  o  fluxo  do  liquido. 

O  Equador  tern  immensas  extens6es  de  terra  propria  parao 
cultivo  da  borracha,  que  se  podem  obter  a  precos  muito  baratos. 
Diz  o  Consul-Geral  em  seu  relatorio: 

Eu  estou  seguro  de  que  o  Presidente  Alfaro  recebcri  com  fervor  a  immigra- 
9ao  e  o  capital  americanos.  Os  immigrantes  devem  ter  meios  de  subsisteccia 
ate  as  arvores  estejam  madurecidas.  Neste  paiz  a  vida  6  muito  barata;  quasi 
tudo  cresce  espontaneamente;  a  alimentagao  6  barata  e  se  necessita  muito  pouca 
roupa.  Si  se  levasse  a  cabo  a  projectada  estrada  de  ferro  a  Quito,  poderiamser 
utilizadas  immensas  florestas  de  borracha  que  agora  estao  demasiado  rcmotai 
para  ser  exploradas. 


MEXICO. 

COLONIA  JAPONEZA. 

De  "El  Progresso  de  Mexico,"  sabe-se  que  o  Sr.  Kobayashi e 
o  Sr.  H.  Kawamura,  de  Tokio,  chegaram  a  San  Francisco  no 
vapor  Gaelic  no  dia  23  de  Fevereiro  passado,  em  viagem  para  0 
Mexico,  afim  de  tratar  do  estabelecimento  de  colonias  japonczas 
n'aquelle  paiz.  N'uma  entre vista  celebrada  com  o  Sr.  Kobayashi, 
elle  disse  que  ja  se  fizeram  todas  as  prepara96es  para  o  estabeleci- 
mento de  uma  colonia  japoneza  n'uma  extensa  zona  vizinha  ao 
porto  de  San  Benito  e  contigua  a  fronteira  de  Guatemala.  Essa 
zona  tern  100,000  geiras  de  extensaoe  foi  comprada  por  Condc 
Enomoto,  ex-Ministroda  Agricultura  no  JapSio,  e  dono  de  muitos 
bens  de  raiz  d'aquelle  paiz,  de  accordo  com  um  tratado  celebrado 
entre  o  governo  mexicano  e  o  japonez,  no  anno  passado.  Ospro- 
motores  da  empreza  contam  com  o  auxilio  do  govemo  ja[X)nez. 

O  objecto  dos  dous  visitadores  c  examinar  a  terra  e  dividi'-^ 
entre  os  colonos,  o  que  efFectuar-se-ha  logo  quanto  for  possivel. 
Dizem  que  toda  a  terra  sera  dedicada  ao  cultivo  de  cafe.  Tam- 
bem  propoe-se  estabelecer  uma  linha  de  vapores  entre  as  cidadcs 
de  San  Francisco  e  Acapulco,  para  ligar-se  com  a  linha  japon<^^ 
que  atravessa  o  Pacifico. 
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EXPORTA5AO  DE  GADO. 

Diz  o  "National  Provisioner"  (que  se  publica.  em  Chicago  e 
m  New  York),  em  seu  numero  de  26  de  Mar90,  que  a  existencia 
ie  gado  no  Mexico  esta  quasi  inteiramente  esgotada.  Este  estado 
ic  cousas  se  attribue  a  procura  extraordinaria  de  came  de  vacca 
nexicana,  que  come90u  ha  dous  annos.  Receberam-se  dos  Estados 
[e  Chihuahua  e  Sonora  de  5,000  a  6,000  cabe9as  de  gado  por 
nez.  Alem  disto,  a  exporta92lo  de  gado  em  pe,  para  os  Estados 
Jnidos  durante  os  ultimos  doze  mezes,  tem  sido  consideravel. 
!lsta  procura  de  gado  nao  esta  diminuindo,  e  o  resultado  e  que  a 
xistencia  de  gado,  em  apparencia  inesgotavel,  do  norte  do  Mexico, 
em  sido  grandemente  reduzido.  E  evidente  que  os  pastores 
nexicanos  tem  obtido  proveito  consideravel  de  suas  fazendas. 

CONTRACTO  COM  A  COMPANHIA  MEXICANA  DO  CABO 

TELEGRAPHICO. 

Em  data  de  15  de  Novembro  de  1897,  o  Govemo  mexicano 
celebrou  um  contracto  por  intermedio  do  Secretario  de  Estado  dos 
Kegocios  da  Industria,  V^ia9ao  e  Obras   Publicas,  com  a  Com- 
panhia  Mexicana  do  Cabo  Telegraphico.     Neste  contracto,  appro- 
vado  pelo    Congresso,  se    estipula   que  o  servi9o   telegraphico 
intemacional  da  Republica  sera  a  cargo  das  linhas  daquella  com- 
panhia   em  combina9So  com    a   companhia    intitulada  Western 
^nion  Telegraph  Company  dos  Estados  Unidos,     Pelas  estipu- 
la96es  deste  contracto  a  Western    Union   Telegraph  Company 
fica  autorisada  para  ligar  seus  arames  com  os  da  companhia  mexi- 
cana, sobre  ou   debaixo  da  terra,  assim  como  tambem  o  cabo 
submarino  em  Laredo,  Tamaulipas,  Ciudad  Juarez,  Chihuahua  e 
Nogales.     Pelas  condi96es  do  artigo  24,  a  Companhia  Telegra- 
phica  Mexicana  obriga-se  a  dar  ao  Govemo  do  Mexico   15  por 
c^nto  dos  ganhos  annuaes  do  servi9o  internacional  da  Republica, 
S^c  tenha  lugar  pela  fronteira  do  norte  ou  por  meio  de  seu  cabo. 
^  companhia  garante  que  o  referido   1 5  por  cento  n^o  baixara 
*^^  $20,000  (ouro)  annualmente,  emquanto  que  vigore  o  contracto. 
Segundo  o  artigo  26,  o  servi9o  telegraphico  internacional  da 
^^publica  sera  levado  ao  cabo  somente  pelo  Governo  Federal,  a 
^^mpanhia  Telegraphica  Mexicana,  e  a  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
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pany,  emquanto  que  este  contracto  esteja  vigente ;  e  a  expressio 
servi9o  telegraphico  intemacional  indue  o  servi9o  de  telephone  c 
toda  troca  de  despachos  ja  seja  directamente  por  contracto  das 
linhas,  ou  ja  indirectamente  por  meio  de  mensageiros  ou  de  outro 
modo. 

Em  caso  de  falta  de  cumprimento  do  paragrapho  1°  dcstc 
artigo,  a  Companhia  Telegraphica  Mexicana  podera  suspender  0 
pagamento  de  15  por  cento  dos  ganhos  annuaes. 

O  CANAL  DE  DRENAGEM. 

A  grande  obra  de  construc92Lo  do  canal  de  drenagem  do  vallc 
do  Mexico,  ja  esta  concluida,  com  a  excep9ao  de  alguns  toques 
finaes.  Diz-se  que  este  canal  que  tern  chamado  a  atten95o  dos 
engenheiros  no  Mexico  desde  que  os  trabalbos  come9aram  era 
1607,  estara  em  opera9ao  dentro  dos  proximos  seis  mezes.  0  con- 
tracto pelo  qual  se  tern  levado  ao  cabo  a  obra  foi  celebradoa2J 
de  Dezembro  de  1889,  entre  o  Govemo  mexicano  e  os  Srs. 
Pearson  6t  Sons  de  Londres.  A  obra  completa,  incluindo  canal 
e  tunnel,  tera  40  milhas  de  comprimento,  e  custara  $20,000,000, 
approximadamente. 

O  valle  do  Mexico  e  uma  immensa  bacia  e  tern  uma  extensao 
de  2,200  milhas  quadradas,  com  uma  altura  media  sobre  0  nivcl 
do  mar  de  7,413  pes.  Antigamente  foi  um  mar  interior  e  depois 
dos  processos  naturaes  de  absorp9ao,  evapora9ao,  etc.,  tomou-sc 
uma  serie  de  lagos  que  tem  sido  fontes  de  constante  perigo  para 
a  vida  e  a  propriedade  e  uma  amea9a  a  saude  dos  habitantcs  da 
cidade  de  Mexico  e  das  villas  e  povoa96es  vizinhas. 

O  Sr.  Romero,  ministro  do  Mexico  nos  Estados  Unidos,em 
um  artigo  sobre  o  assumpto  publicado  na  "  Engineering  Maga- 
zine "  de  1 895,  disse  : 

"Quando  desapparecer  o  perigo  das  inunda95es  e  sc  dcr 
remedio  a  insalubridade  por  meio  de  um  systema  apropriado  de 
drenagem,  a  maior  seguran9a  de  vidas  e  propriedades,  tera  iriuio 
influencia  sobre  a  prosperidade  da  cidade  do  Mexico.  0  valor 
da  propriedade  augmentara,  a  popula9§io  crescera  rapidamentc, 
sem  contar  o  numero  de  viajantes  que  virSLo  dos  Estados  Unid^ 
com  todo  o  que  augmentariam  as  rendas  do  hiunicipio." 
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RENDAMENTO  DA  ESTRADA  DE  FERRO  DE,  TEHUANTEPEC. 

Tem-se  celebrado  um  contracto  entre  o  Govemo  Mexicano  e  a 
5a  de  Srs.  Pearson  &  Sons  de  Londres,  pelo  qual  o  Governo 
enda  a  casa  acima  mencionada,  por  um  periodo  de  cincoenta 
inos,  a  contar  desde  o  primeiro  de  Abril  de  1898,  a  Estrada  de 
erro  de  Tehuantepec,  incluindo-se  todas  as  suas  dependencias. 
»  arrendamento  comprehende  a  obriga9ao  de  construir  portos 
3ns  e  seguros  nos  dous  terminos  da  linha,  Coatzacoalcos  e 
alina  Cruz.  Pelas  condi95es  do  contracto  os  Srs.  Pearson  & 
ONs  se  obrigam  a  por  a  linha  em  boas  condi96es  para  o  servi9o 
a  mantel-a  no  mesmo  estado  ate  que  seja  transferida  para  o 
ovemo,  ao  fim  do  prazo  do  arrendamento.  O  Govemo  garantc 
)mo  renda  liquida  da  linha  6  por  cento  do  capital  empregado 
:>  melhoramento  da  linha,  e  toda  a  renda  que  exceder  desta 
iiantia  ira   para  o    Thesouro  Nacional. 


ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

COMMERCIO  COM  A  AMERICA  LATINA. 

0  Club  Hespanhol  de  St.  Louis  remetteu  a  esta  Secretaria  um 
ocumento  muito  interessante  que  foi  lido  recentemente  n'aquella 
ssocia92io    pelo  Sr.  George  P.   Parker,  1°  Vice-Presidente  do 

'lub.    O  referido  documento  versa  sobre  o  commercio  de  St 

« 

-ouis  com  OS  paizes  da  America  latina ;  e  por  ser  instructivo  e  de 
ateresse  geral,  extrahimos  do  dito  documento  o  seguinte : 

0  commercio  de  exportagSo  do  Mexico  e  da  America  Central  e  do  Sul,  cst& 
Qniando  r&pidamente  o  desenvolvimento  que  por  muitos  annos  se  esperava. 

*  ^^  *  A  baixa  no  valor  da  prata  no  Mexico  e  a  conseguinte  alta  taxa  de 
^bio  do  ourOy  deram  em  resultado  quasi  uma  paralisagao  nos  pedidos  d'aquelle 
^z,  mas  quando  os  cambios  normalisaram-se,  nao  s6mence  se  restabeleceu  o 
t>nmiercio,  mas  houve  um  augmenco  no  mesmo.  O  commercio  com  a  America 
antral  tem  excedido  em  muito  ao  de  annos  anteriores ;  tdm-se  aberto  muitas 
^ntas  novas  e  o  mercado  de  St.  Louis  tem  encontrado  novos  campos.  Ainda 
^pois  de  haver-se  conseguido  isto,  necessita-se  muito  tempo  at6  que  possam 
•parar-se  dos  antigos  costumes  commerciaes  e  effectuar-se  outros  novos. 

*  ♦  *  O  valor  de  St.  Louis  como  um  mercado  geral  6  evidenciado  pelo 
tcto  de  que  um  carregamento  de  mercadorias  de  todas  as  classes,  destinadas  a 
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uma  colonia  de  Venezuela,  o  qual  constava  de  dez  e  nove  carros,  foi  comj 
St.  Louis  e  embarcado  para  New  York,  onde  foi  despachado  em  um  navjc 

*     *     *     N'uma  reuniSlo  celebrada  em  St.  Louis  pelas  companhias  de 
de  ferro  e  vapores,  com  o  objecto  de  fixar  os  fretes  mexicanoSy  as  linhas  • 
porte  Hcaram  admiradas  do  total  das  transac^oes  levadas  a  cabo  em  St. 
do  augmento  nas  mesmas. 

Os  seguintes  algarismos  extrahidos  da  estatistica  d'uma  companhia  di 
de  ferro,  dao  uma  idea  clara  da  importancia  d'aquelle  commercio : 


Mcz. 


Janeiro  . . 
Fevereiro 
Mar9o  . . . 
Abril  . . . . 
Maio  .    . . 

{unho  . . . 
ulho  . . . . 


Toneladus. 
315,  140 
379.451 

1,123,750 

517.853 
471,  863 
200,  861 
161,681 


Tbneladas. 
I,  212,  542 

398.115 
534.090 

658,  665 
526,  977 
926,  314 
516,  308 


Total 3,  170,  599 


4,  767, 01 1 


Augmento.    >   Dii 


73 


Tomladas. 

897. 

402 

18. 

664 

140, 

812 

55. 

114 

719.  453 

354, 

627 

2, 186, 072 


Augmento  liquido,  1,596,412  toneladas. 

Segundo  estatisticas  fidedignas,  o  commercio  procedente  de  St.  Loui 
Paso  e  Laredo  s6mente,  foi  de  13,359,647  libras  em  1897.  ♦  *  ♦  ( 
lecimcnto  d'um  museu  commercial  tem  sido  considerado  por  muito  tern 
um  passo  que  daria  resultados  beneBcos. 

Convem  consignar  o  estabelecimento  d'aquella  instituigao  por  alguns  < 
homens  mais  emprehendedores. 

Os  paizes  situados  ao  sul  do  nosso,  gostam  de  commerciar  com  aquell 
que  buscam  seu  commercio,  c  o  espirito  de  reciprocidade  nunca  foi  csti 
tao  firmemente  como  agora.  Ao  augmentar  nossas  exporta96cs,  muitas 
casas  principaes  tem  importado  directamente  materias  primas  da  Amei 
tral  e  do  Sul,  em  lugar  de  recebel-as  por  meio  de  agentes  europeos  ou 
York.  Segundo  as  estatisticas  mais  recentes  o  Mexico  cnvia  agora  aos 
Unidos  75  por  cento  de  suas  exportagocs. 


VENEZUELA. 

i 

KILOMETROS  DE  ESTRADAS  DE  FERRO. 

Os  seguintes  algarismos  publicados  no  "  South  America 
nal"  de  22  de  Janeiro,  de  1898,  mostram  o  numero  total  ( 
metros  de  estradas  de  ferro,  que  estSo  actualmente  funcci 
em  Venezuela,  assim  como  a  nacionalidade  dos  proprietai 
linhas.  Ver-se-ha  que  os  Estados  Unidos  occupam  un 
muito  interior  na  lista: 
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racas-Valencia 

racas-La  Guiara 

racas-Petare 

racas-El  Valle 

ilencia-Puerto  Cabello 

icaca-Arca 

Hacha-Barquisimeto. . 

.  Ceiba-V^alera 

nia  Barbara-El  Vijia. 


AUemft 
Ingleza 
do 
Nacional 
Ingleza  . 
....do  .. 
....do  .. 
Nacional 
Franceza 
icontrado-La  Fria '  Nacional 


irenero-San  Jos6 

iianta-Xaricual 

arquetia-Macuto 

ela-Coro '  Estados  Unidos. 


Hollandeza 
Nacional  . . 
....do  .... 


Total 


Kilome- 
tros. 


179 
37 
10 

8 

55 
89 
88 
90 
60 
100 

33 
36 

8 
17 


810 


iXPOSI^AO  PERMANENTE   DE    MANUFACTURAS  AMERICANAS 

EM  CARACAS. 

No  dia  29  de  Marco  ultimo  teve  lugar  em  Caracas,  capital  de 
enezuela,  a  inaugura9ao  formal  da  exposi9ao  permanente  de 
lanutacturas  americanas  estabelecida  pela  Associa9ao  Nacional  de 
lanufactureiros  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Por  uma  correspondencia 
pecial  de  Caracas,  que  publica  o  "  New  York  Commercial," 
niosconhecimentoda  hospitaleira  recepc^o  dada  pelas  autoridades 
OS  particulares  do  paiz  a  delega9^o  americana  nomeada  pela  dita 
socia9ao  para  represental-a  no  acto  de  abertura,  e  da  cordiali- 
ide  com  que  foi  recebida  e  tratada  esta  delega9ao  que  fez  viagem 
Venezuela  com  o  fim  expresso  de  abrir  a  exposi9ao.     Assistiram 

ceremoiiias  de  inaugura92io  da  exposi9ao,  o  General  Ignacio 

>^DRAPE,  Presidente  da   Repablica,  os  membros  do  gabinete,  o 

iriistro  dos  Estados  Unidos,  o  Honrado  Sr.  Francis  B.  Loomis, 

uitos  membros  do  corpo'diplomatico  estrangeiro  e  grande  numero 

•  senhoras  e  cavalheiros  convidados  especialmente  para  assistirem 

ceremonias. 

O  Sr.  Rudolph  Dolge,  commissari6  especial  da  associa9ilo  e 
^ujos  esfbr9os  se  deve  em  parte  o  bom  exito  da  empreza,  com- 
^ssionou  o  General  A.  Ybarra  e  o  Doutor  Lucas  Ramella,  Presi- 
•nte  da  Junta  de  Commercio  de  Caracas,  para  declarar  inaugurada 
^xposi9ao,  o  qual  verificado  pelo  General  Ybarra,  pronunciou  o 
scurso  de  abertura,  fazendo  ver  as  vantagens  que  o  commercio 
^tre  V'enezuela  e  os  Estados  Unidos  teni  dc   receber  d'aqueila 
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exposi9ao,  que  e  uma  empreza  nacional  que  nSlo  aspira  a  nenhum 
proveito  material  e  que  so  deseja  apresentar  ao  commercio,  a  agricul- 
tura  e  ao  publico  em  geral  amostras  dos  productos  e  manutacturas 
americanos.  A  exposi92Lo  sera  um  estabelccimento  permanentc 
onde  existira  um  escriptorio  de  informa95es  tambem  penrwnamc 
disppsto  sempre  a  ajudar  o  commercio  de  Venezuela  e  os  fabricantes 
dos  Esmdos  Unidos.  Terminou  agradecendo  ao  Presidentc 
Andrade,  em  nome  da  Associa9ao,  por  seus  esfor9os  em  favor  da 
empreza,  cujo  estabelecimento  significa  "a  uniSo  commercial  dc 
dous  paizes  unidos  tambem  por  outros  la9os." 

O  Presidente  Andrade  replicou  em  termos  de  encomio  e  appro- 
vacSo,  desejando  prosperidade  e  bom  exito  para  a  empreza.    "  Eu 
sinto  satisfa92Lo  pessoal,"  disse  o  Presidente,  "ao  ver  que  a  poderosa 
Republica  do  Norte  chame  a  nossas  portas  para  ofFerecer-nos  0 
fructo  de  sua  experiencia  e  o  resultado  admiravel  do  genio  c  do 
trabalho  de  seus  filhos.     Aqui  ha  um  povo  bom  e  honrado  que 
quer  trabalhar ;  nossos  portos  est^o  abertos  as  correntes  civilisadoras 
e  as  for9as  productoras  do  exterior.     Extensos  campos  e  fertis 
montanhas  ofFerecem  grande  rendimento  as  intelligencias  e  aos 
bra90S  que  queiram  cultival-os  e  exploral-os." 

Fallou  logo  o  Ministro  Sr.  Loomis  explicando  a  alta  signifi- 
ca9ao  daquelle  acto  no  futuro  commercial  das  duas  nacfics. 
Declarou  que  este  e  o  passo  mais  importante  que  se  tern  dado 
no  sentido  de  augmentar  as  rela95es  commerciaes  do  novo  munda 
desde  que  o  Commodoro  Perry  se  embarcou  para  o  JapSo,  pondo 
aquelie  paiz  em  intima  communica9ao  com  o  mundo.  0  dis- 
curso  do  Sr.  E.  H.  Sanborn,  representante  da  associa9ao,  tcr-  • 
minou  o  acto  official  da  abertura  e  em  poucas  palavras  dcu 
agradecimentos  ao  Presidente  da  Republica,  ao  Gabinetc  e  a 
todos  pela  hospitaleira  recepc^o  de  que  a  delega9io  tinha  sido 
objecto. 

O  numero  de  expositores  e  cerca  de  setenta  e  seus  productos 
comprehendem  quasi  todo  o  que  produz  a  industria  americana. 

NoTA. — O  relatorio  detalhado  das  ceremonias  da  inaugura^io  da  Exposi?*^ 
Pcrmancnte  de  Caracas,  enviado  pelo  Ministro  Loomis,  acaba  dc  scr  rcccbido 
na  Secretaria  de  Estado  e  parcce  imprcsso  cm  extenso  nas  provas  cm  pagina  dos 
Rclatorios  Consulares  para  o  mcz  de  Abril.  Sentimos  que  o  dito  relatorio  nao 
tivesse  chegado  a  tempo  para  inseril-o  no  prcscntc  numero  do  Bolbtim  Meksai- 
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SYSTEMA  DE  TRAMVIAS  DE  CARACAS. 

Na  sec9§ode  Commercio  Miscellaneodo  Boletim  de  Fevereiro, 
t  diz  que  a  concess3io  que  se  fez  em  Julho  de  1896  para  o 
stabelecimento  de  um  systema  de  tramvias  electricos  na  cidade 
e  Caracas  fbi  rescindida,por  nJo  terem  cumprido  os  concessiona- 
os  com  as  condi95es  do  contracto. 

Esta  Secretaria  recebeu  uma  communica9ao  do  Sr.  Eugenio 
Iendoza,  administrador  da  dita  empreza,  na  qual  diz  que  nSo 
bmente  nSLo  tbi  rescindida  a  concessSio,  mas  que  foi  prorogada,  a  25 
e  Outubro  de  1897,  por  quinze  annos,  que  terminam  em  1915, 
cm  autorisa9So  para  usar  a  electricidade  como  for9a  motriz. 


CULTIVO  DO  CAFfi  NAS  ILHAS  DE  HAWAII. 

As  primeiras  paginas  dos  Relatorios  Consulares  dos  Estados 
Unidos  para  o  mez  de  Fevereiro  de  1898,  contem  um  extenso 
elatorio  sobre  o  titulo  acima  mencionado,  escrito  pelo  Sr.  William 
Haywood,  consul  geral  dos  Estados  Unidos  nas  Ilhas  de  Hawaii. 
0  relatorio  contem  uma  estimativa  do  custo  de  produc9ao  do 
cafe  naquellas  Ilhas,  feita  pela  Secretaria  de  Rela95es  Exteriores 
do  Govemo.  Publicamos  esta  estimativa  e  as  observacdes  do  Sr. 
Haywood  por  serem  de  interesse  para  as  pessoas  que  se  dedicam 
ao  cultivo  do  cafe  nos  paizes  deste  continente. 

A  seguinte  estimativa  €  tomada  de  um  pamphleto  publicado  pela  Secretaria  de 
^clajSes  Exteriores  de  Hawaii,  para  um  cafezal  de  100  geiras,  com  75  geiras 
^nieadas  de  caf^,  desde  o  primeiro  at£  o  setimo  anno,  quando  se  calcula  que  as 
^olhciias  pagarSo  os  gastos  originals  e  deixarao  um  saldo.  Este  pamphleto  foi 
P'lWicado  em  1896,  e  deve  ter  sido  baseado  em  muito  poucos  factos  positivos; 
^^davia,  um  exame  das  cntrevistas  que  tenho  tido,  nao  pode  deixar  de  impres- 
sionar  ao  leitor  de  que- a  produc^ao  calculada  tem  sido  realizada  no  todo. 
^  ^inica  observa^ao  que  dcsejo  fazer  €  a  seguinte :  Calculou-se  um  salario  de 
▼^200  por  anno  para  o  administrador,  mas  nSo  se  designa  nenhuma  parcella 
P^ra  custear  os  gastos  ordinarios  do  dono.  Em  primeiro  lugar,  nao  creio  que 
**  possa  obter  um  administrador  competente  por  ^1,200  por  anno,  com  o 
^>icargo  de  attcnder  a  75  geiras  semeadas  de  caf6,  e  produzir  a  colheita  calcu- 
la.   Si  o  dono  for  o  mesmo  administrador,   a  quantia  designada  ser&  suf- 
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ficiente  para  seu  sustento  e  para  o  emprego  de  urn  homem  competente  ] 
attender  aos  trabalhos  mais  importantes  como  semeadura,  etc.  Ver-se-ha 
esta  estiFnativa  exige  um  capital  de  ^18,000. 

Estimativa  dos  gastos  de  estabelectmento  de  um  cafezal  de  j§  geiras  e  de 
manutengdo  durante  sete  annos, 

PRIMEIRO    ANNO. 

Oompra  de  100  geiras  de  terras  do  Governo,  a  ^10  por  geira. .  $1,000 

Casa  do  administrador  e  tanque  de  agua 600 

Alojamento  dos  trabalhadores  e  tanque  de  agua 350 

Desmontc  de  50  geiras  de  terra,  a  $20  por  geira 1,000 

Cercas 300 

Compra  de  65,000  arvores   de  caf<§   de   um  anno,  a  $5   por 

milheiro 325 

Para  alinhar,  cavar  e  plantar  50  geiras 600 

Salario  do  administrador,  um  anno 1,200 

Salario  de  seis  japonezes,  por  um  anno,  a  $15  por  mez 1,080 

Compra  de  inscrumencos  e  gastos  incorridos  para  come^ar  um 

viveiro 500 

$6 

SEGUNDO    ANNO. 

Salario  do  administrador 1,200 

Salario  de  seis  japonezes 1,080 

Trabalho  extra,  para  alinhar,  cavar  e  plantar  25  geiras 300 

Varios 500 

3. 

TERCEIRO    ANNO. 

Salario  do  administrador 1,200 

Salario  dc  nove  japonezes 1,620 

Telheiro  dc  despolp^.r  e  casa  para  seccar 500 

Despolpador,  com  machina  e  caldeira 500 

Trabalho  extra  para  recolher,  despolpar  e  seccar  20,000  libras 

de  cafe  de  50  geiras  a  4  centavos  por  libra 800 

Para  descascar,  polir  e  classificar   20,000  libras  de  cafiE,  a  1 

ccntavo 200 

Varios  (saccos,  fretes,  etc) 250 

J. 

CREDITO. 

Pela  venda  do  20,000  libras  de  caf6  a  18  centavos 3, 

11. 
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QUARTO    ANNO. 

Salario  do  administrador $1,200 

Salario  dc  novc  japonezes 1,620 

Trabalho  extra  para  rccolher,  despolpar  e  scccar  50,000  libras 

dc  cafe  (50  gciras)  a  4  ccntavos  per  libra 2,000 

10,00  libras  (25  geiras)  de  caf6  de  arvores  de  tres  annos 400 

Para  dcscascar,  polir  e  classificar  60,000  libras  a  i  centavo. . . .  600 

Varies  (saccos,  frctes,  etc.) 400 

►,220 


17,725 
CREDITO. 

Pcla  venda  dc  60,000  libras  de  caf6  a  18  centavos 10,800 

6,925 

QUINTO    ANNO. 

Salario  do  administrador 1,200 

Salario  de  novc  japonezes 1,620 

Para  rccolher,  despolpar   e  seccar   60,000  libras  de  cafiE  (50 

geiras)  e  25,000  libras  (25  geiras)  a  4  centavos 3f40Q 

Para  dcscascar,  polir  e  classificar  85,000  libras  a  1  centavo  por 

libra 8co 

arios  (saccos,  fretes,  etc.) 500 

7.570 

H,495 

CREDITO. 
P  I 

^  ^enda  de  85,000  libras  de  caf6,  a  18  centavos 15,300 

Saldo 905 

SEXTO    ANNO. 

„  ^^io  do  administrador 1,200 

p    ^^lo  de  nove  japonezes 1,620 

"^^    rccolher,  despolpar  e  seccar,  75,000  libras  de  caft  (50 

E^iras)  e  25,000  libras  (25  geiras)  a  4  centavos 4,000 

'^^  dcscascar,  polir  e  classificar  100,000  libras  a  1   centavo.  1,000 

^''los  (saccos,  fretes,  etc.) 1,000 

8,820 

CREDITO. 


P«l 


a  venda  dc  100,000  libras  de  caf6,  a  18  centavos 18,000 


Saldo 10,085 
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SETIMO    ANNO. 

Salario  do  administrador $1,200 

Salario  de  doze  japonezes 2,160 

Para  recolher,  despolpar  e  seccar    125,000  libras  de  caf6  a  4 

centavos 5,000 

Para  descascar,  polir  e  classificar  125,000  libras  a  1  cencavo.  . .  1,250 

Varies  (saccos,  frctcs,  etc.) 1,200 

|io,8io 

CREDXTO. 

Pela  venda  de  1 25,000  libras  de  caf6  a  1 8  centavos 22,^00 

Saldo  a  favor  do  cafezal  ao  fim  dos  sete  annos 21,77$ 


APPARELHOS    ELECTRICOS    NA    AMERICA 

LATIN  A. 

Nesta  epocha  em  que  se  esta  empregando  a  electricidadc  era 
suas  diversas  formas,  OS  Estados  Unidos  nSlo  sao  atrazados,  mas  vao 
a  frente  de  todos  os  outros  paizes  no  que  se  refere  a  introduc^io 
de  suas  manufacturas  d'aquella  classe  em  todas  as  partes  do  munda 
Isto  e  especialmente  verdade  no  que  se  refere  aos  paizes  latino- 
americanos. 

Ultimamente,  companhias  americanas  de  apparethos  electricos, 
foram  encarregadas  da  instalIa9§o  d'uma  planta  n'uma  fabrica  dc 
papel  do  Brazil,  e  um  grande  equipamento  para  as  fabricas  deSan 
Rafael,  no  Mexico.  Vai-se  inaugurar,  em  breve,  em  San  IWc- 
fonso,  perto  da  cidade  de  Mexico,  uma  planta  construida  por 
fabricantes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  com  uma  capacidade  de  i.ooo 
cavallos  de  for9a.  Alem  destas  plantas,  tem-se  estabelecido  c  v§o 
se  estabelecer  outras  no  Mexico. 

A  cidade  de  Valparaiso,  no  Chile,  solicitou  propostas  de  varias 
companhias  dos  Estados  Unidos,  para  o  estabelecimento  d'uma 
planta  electrica  para  luz  e  for9a  motriz  n'aquella  cidade.     A  con- 
cessao  deste  contracto  implica  a  exporta92lo  de  machinas  electricas 
no  valor  de  $150,000  approximadamente. 
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BANCO  INTERNACIONAL  AMERICANO. 

0  Congresso  dos  Estados  Unidosestaactualmente  considerando 
umprojecto  de  lei  para  o  estabelecimento  de  um  Banco  Interna- 
cional  Pan-Americano.  Este  louvavel  piano  esta  sendo  advogado 
com  grande  empenho  pela  Associa9ao  Nacional  de  Manufactureiros 
econtacom  grandes  probabilidades  de  ser  sanccionado  pelas  Cama- 
ras.  Esta  empreza  foi  discutida  n'uma  reuniSLo  da  Associa92io  de 
Manufactureiros,  celebrada  recentemente  em  New  York,  e  foi 
approvada  unanimemente  por  esta  corpora92io. 

0  banco  sera  administrado  sobre  as  mesmas  bases  que  outros 
bancos  intemacionaes,  como  o  "  London  and  River  Plate,"  o 
'^Credit  Lyonnaise,"  e  o  "  Hong-Kong  and  Shanghai  Bank  "  de 
Londres.  Os  escriptorios  principaes  serio  estabelecidos  em  New 
\ork  e  Washington  com  succursaes  nas  principaes  cidades  das 
republicas  da  America  latina. 

0  capital  do  banco  sera  de  $5,000,000,  que,  segundo  o  projecto, 
devera  ser  subscripto  em  sua  total  idade  por  capitalistas  do  conti- 
n^nte  americano. 

Em  vista  do  facto  de  que  actualmente  nSLo  ha  nenhum  banco 
americano  na  America  Central,  nem  na  America  do  Sul,  e  que  os 
cambios  com  o  estrangeiro  so  podem  effectuar-se  por  meio  das 
Cidades  europeas,facil  e  comprehender  quaes  sejam  as  desvantagens 
do  commercio  dos  Estados  com  estes  paizes. 

0  seguinte  e  o  relatorio  apresentado  ao  Congresso  pela  Com- 
"^issao  encarregada  do  projecto  de  lei : 

^sta  Commissao  entcnde  que  entre  os  pontes  relativos  ao  desenvolvimento 
^^  commercio  inter-americano,  submettidos  i  sua  consideragao,  nenhum  6  de 
'^^•s  imporcancia  fundamental  que  o  do  estabelecimento  de  bancos  americanos; 
^  ere  que  o  futuro  das  relagoes  commerciaes  entre  a  America  do  Norte,  America 
^0  Sul  c  a  America  Central  dependeri  tanto  do  completo  e  prompto  estabele- 
^nicnto  de  bancos  intemacionaes,  como  do  desenvolvimento  de  qualquer  outro 
clemento.  Na  opiniao  desta  Commissao  a  questao  do  cambio  internacional  6 
QC  tanta  importancia  como  a  questao  de  transporte. 
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EXPOSigAO  PAN-AMERICANA  DO  NIAGARA, 

Em  uma  reuni^o  dos  membros  da  Commissao  Organisadora  < 
Exposi9ao  Pan-Americana  do  Niagara  que.  teve  iugar  recent 
mente  em  New  York,  se  resolveu  transferir  a  celebra9So  dest 
cuja  abertura  tinha  de  ter  efFeito  em  "Niagara  Falls"  no  verao  d 
1899,  para  quando  o  estado  dos  assumptos  nacionaes  offerecesa 
uma  opportunidade  mais  propicia  para  a  empreza.  Ja  se  tern  sub- 
mettido  a  considera9^o  do  Congresso,  um  projecto  de  lei  appro- 
vando  a  proposi9ao  de  abrir  aquella  exposi9ao  no  verSLo  de  1901. 

As  razdes  em  virtude  das  quaes  se  resolveu  pospor  a  abertura 
da  exposi9ao,  estlo  consignadas  extensamente  nas  resolu95cs 
seguintes  que  foram  adoptadas  na  reuniao  de  New  York: 

Considerando  que  o  progresso  realizado  pcla  Companhia  da  Exposi^ao  Pan- 
Americana  no  desenvolvimento  dos  pianos  para  levar  a  cabo  aquella  exposigao 
e  o  interesse  com  que  os  ditos  pianos  tem  sido  recebidos  nos  circulos  officiacs  do 
Governodos  Estados  Unidos,  nos  convencem  deque  o  projecto  recebcra,  em  sen 
devido  tempo,  apoio  do  Governo  sufficiente  a  assegurar  o  bom  exito  d'aqudla 
.   empreza  na  mais  ampla  esphera  internacional ; 

Considerando  que  as  questoes  internacionaes  de  importancia  dominamc  que 
envolvem  a  possibilidade  de  uma  guerra  para  a  na9ao,  e  que  preoccupam  agora 
a  attengao  do  Congresso,  tornam  extremamente  difficil,  si  nao  impossivcl,  obtcr 
do  Congresso  a  verba  adequada  para  servir  os  propositos  da  projectadacxposi^ao; 

Considerando  que  o  tempo  que  fica  para  solicitar  o  concurso  dos  govcrnos 
estrangeiros  que  terao  de  ser  convidados  a  tomar  parte  na  exposi^ao,  tem  5>d® 
reduzido  inevitavelmente  a  taes  termos  que  as  probabilidades  de  sua  participa^ao 
dentro  de  tao  curto  prazo,  fleam  relegadas  a  uma  possibilidade  extrcmamcnic 
remota,  nao  obstante  o  grande  e  geral  interesse  que  os  represcntantes  d*aquclles 
governos  tem  mostrado  pelo  projecto,  quasi  desde  que  este  se  iniciou  ; 

Considerando  que  6  nosso  proposito  que  o  projecto  nao  se  leve  a  cabo  dc  ouira 
sorte  que  no  sentido  de  uma  exposigao  nacional  e  internacional,  com  a  promo<;ao 
e  participagao,  na  mais  ampla  esphera,  de  todos  os  governos  do  Novo  Munoo; 

Considerando  que  os  representantes,  em  Washington,  de  varios  governos 
estrangeiros  que  serSo  convidados  a  partiiipar  na  empreza,  tem  indicado  qi*^ 
em  vista  das  circumstancias  existentes,  talvez  seria  melhor  pospor  a  abertura  da 
exposigao  at6  o  anno  de  1901,  anno  em  que  os  productos  da  America  do  ^** 
poderiam  ser  obtidos  da  exposi^ao  que  ha  de  ser  celebrada  em  Pariz  no  anno  <*« 
1900,  e  exhibidos  na  do  Niagara; 

Considerando  que  6  nossa  opiniao  que  um  projecto,  como  este  de  tao  grand^ 
importancia   para    todos    os  paizes  interessados   nao  deveria    ser   dcsviado  ^ 
abandonado ; 

Resolve-st',  que  a  celebra^&o  da  Exposi^ao  Pan-Americana  seja  posposia^rf 
o  anno  de  1901. 
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SSAO  INGLEZA  ESPECIAL  PARA  A  AMERICA 

DO  SUL. 

>Io  BoLETiM  Mensal  do  mez  de  Fevereio,  se  fez  referencia  a 
imissao  que,  sob  os  auspicios  do  Governo  inglez,  seria  enviada 
a  a  America  do  Sul  afim  de  estudar  as  condicoes  commerciaes 
diversos  paizes,  com  o  objecto  de  estender  o  commercio  inglez. 
\  Secretaria  recebeu  recentemente  uma  communica9ao  do 
»nrado  Henry  L.  Wilson,  Ministro  dos  Estados  Unidos  no 
lie,  na  qual  informa  que  o  Sr.  George  Worthington,  mem- 
da  commissao,  ja  tem  chegado  e  esta  actualmente  no  Chile. 
D  Ministro  Wilson  diz  que  as  instruc96es  de  que  vai  provisto 
:ommissario,  sao  muito  amplas,  e  que  e  encarregado  de  fazer 
estudo  serio  das  condicdes  commerciaes  do  Chile,  assim  como 
outros  paizes  principaes  da  America  do  Sul,  os  costumes  e  os 
tos  dos  habitantes,  os  pre9os  correntes,  as  facilidades  de  trans- 
te  e  outros  assumptos  analogos.  Tambem  tem  instruc9oes 
a  indicar  melhoramentos  nos  methodos  commerciaes  da  Grao 
*tanha,  que  julgar  convenientes,  para  augmentar  seu  commercio 
n  estes  paizes.  A  importancia  que  se  da  a  esta  missSo  e  a 
oridade  de  que  esta  investida,  indicam  os  activos  esfor9os  que 
^stao  fazendo  para  desenvolver  o  commercio  inglez  na  America 
Sul. 


NDUSTRIAS  TEXTIS  NOS  PAIZES  HISPANO- 

AMERICANOS. 

•Vs  informa9oes  que  se  publicam  em  seguida,  relativas  as  indus- 
5  textis  na  America  do  Sul  e  no  Mexico,  assim  como  as 
3orta96es  desta  classe  nos  diversos  paizes,  foram  compiladas 
a  Reparti9ao  do  Commercio  Estrangeiro,  da  Secretaria  de 
ado,  ao  pedido  de  um  periodico  commercial  de  Charlotte, 
C.  Um  numero  da  compila9ao  de  dita  informa9ao  foi  remet- 
i  a  esta  Secretaria. 

MEXICO. 

Jegundo  ''Les  Finances  des  Etats-Unis  Mexicains,"  por  T^ros- 

Gloner,  Berlim,  1896,  existiam  no  Mexico  ao  tempo  da  com- 
Bull.  No.  10 10 
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pila9ao  destas  estatisticas,  98  fabricas  de  tecidos  de  algodao  e  23 
fabricas  de  la.  As  fabricas  e  machinas  eram  no  valor  de 
$17,392,736,  na  moeda  mexicana.  Eram  empregados  21,963 
trabalhadores,  e  estavam  funccionando  370,570  fusos  e  12,4^^4 
teares.  A  produc9ao  annual  era  de  3,890,300  pecas  de  algodao 
branco  commum;  2,077,825  pe9as  de  percal,  musselina,  etc^ 
188,500  cobertores  e  322,975  tapetes,  etc.  Ha  uma  grande 
fabrica  de  juta  em  Orizaba. 

As  importa96es  no  Mexico  em  1896  foram  as  seguintes:  Da 
Grao  Bretanha,  ;^8i4,397;  da  AUemanha,  $951,524;  da  Franca, 
$1,610,600;  da  Belgica,  $14,282;  dos  Estados  Unidos,  $814,094. 

COLOMBIA. 

No  DiRECTORTO  COMMERCIAL  pubUcado  pcla  Secretaria  das 
Republicas  Americanas  se  consigna  que  em  Cauca  se  fabricam 
pannos  de  1^  e  de  algodao  communs.  Em  Cundinamarca, 
Boyaca,  Antioquia  e  Bolivar,  se  fabricam  alguns  generos  desta 
classe.  Em  Santander  se  fabricam  em  grande  escala,  len^os, 
cobertores  de  algod^io,  toalhas,  redes,  saccos  de  canhamo,  etc. 

As  importa96es  de  telas  em  1896  foram:  Da  Gr3o  Bretanha, 
;^  1,04 1,838;  da  Fran9a,  $1,439,000;  dos  Estados  Unidos, 
$169,941.  Nao  ha  estatistica  do  commercio  com  a  AUemanha 
e  a  Belgica. 

VENFZUELA. 

As  importances  de  tecidos  em  Venezuela  em  1896,  foram  as 
seguintes:  Da  GrSo  Bretanha,  ;^654,967;  da  AUemanha, 
$487,662;  da  Fran9a,  $85,49Cj;  dos  Estados  Unidos,  $702,541- 
NSo  ha  estatistica  da  fabrica9ao  local. 

BRAZIL. 

Segundo  um  relatorio  do  Ministro  Thompson,  publicado  nas 
"Commercial  Relations"  de  1895-96,  ha  numerosas  fabricas  de 
algodao  no  paiz  que  produzem  generos  de  qualidade  inferior- 
Ha  varias  fabricas  em  Petropolis.  A  fabrica  de  Cachoeira  ^^ 
Alagoas,  que  esta  em  opera9ao  ha  tres  annos,  pagou  o  primeir^ 
anno  um  dividendo  de  48  por  cento;  de  50  por  cento  o  segundo 
e  de  40  por  cento  o  terceiro.  Emprega48o  operarios  e  produ^  ^ 
anno  passado  122,783  pe9as  de  pannos  de  algodao.  As  machinal 
custaram  364,445  milreis;  os  edificios  da  fabrica,  192,000  milreisJ 
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para  os  operarios,  51,000  milreis,  e  varias  outras  dependen- 
378  milreis.  A  industria  esta  protegida  por  um  direito 
)rtacao  sobre  o  algodao  em  rama,  e  excessivos  direitos  de 
cao  sobre  os  tecidos  de  algodao. 

guintes  algarismos,  relativos  a  importa^ao  de  tecidos,  estao 
>  do  DiRECTORio  Commercial  ja  mencionado,  c  da 
:a  official  da  Allemanha : 

3retanha $20.  i  h  ,  jio 

OS  Unidos i.  .   2.  -48 

I 3.  '^3.  171 

inha 5.1 50,  600 

URUGUAY. 

Tipoita96es  de  tecidos  no  Uruguay,  em    1896,  foram  as 

!s: 

Iretanha j^Si4,  853 

mha $870,  128 

I $432,  200 

a S59.  S63 

OS  Unidos $179,  856 

ha  estatistica  das  fabricas  locaes. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

um  relatorio  de  Buenos  Aires,  publicado  nos  "  Consular 
"  do  mez  de  Abril  de  1896,  diz  o  Consul  que  as  industnas 
penas  tem  sido  estabelecidas  no  paiz.  Ha  uma  grande 
de  tecidos  de  la  em  Buenos  Aires,  na  qual  se  fabricam 
es,  flanelas,  e  panno  para  roupa  militar.  Ha  varios  esta- 
entos  para  a  labrica92io  de  obras  de  meia.  A  media  da 
9ao  annual  de  tecidos  de  la,  de  algodao  e  de  linho,  e  de 
),ooo. 

relatorio  do  Ministro  Buchanan  (Consular  Reports,  Abril 
7),  contem  as  seguintes  quantidades  representativas  da 
9ao  de  tecidos  (em  kilos)  em  1896,  com  os  algarismos 
tativos  de  seu  valor: 


nidos 


616, 724 
12,644,  750 
I,  635,  240 
I,  263,  390 
1,113,430 
1,991,888 


Valor. 


$316,  896 

;£'3,  016,  290 

$2,  998,  602 

$3.  352,  796 
$970,  790 
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Os  valores  est^o  tornados  das  estatisticas  officiaes  dos  diversos 
paizes,  com  excep9ao  da  Italia,  cujos  algarismos  de  valores  nao  sc 
tem  podido  obter. 

PARAGUAY. 

As  importacoes  em  1896,  foram:  Da  Grao  Bretanha,  ;^348i; 
da  Allemanha,  $22,610 ;  nada  dos  Estados  Unidos,  nem  da  Franca. 

CHILE. 

Os  tecidos  recebidos  da  Inglaterra  em  1895,  foram  avaliados 
cm  cerca  de  ;^700,ooo;  os  dos  Estados  Unidos,  em  $682,542; 
OS  da  Allemanha,  em  $2,832,200;  os  da  Belgica  (1896)  em 
$150,400;  OS  da  Fran9a  (1-896)  em  $1,216,200.  Nao  ha  estatis- 
tica  da  fabricac^o  local. 

BOLIVIA. 

Segundo  o  Directorio  Commercial  ja  mencionado,  o  valor  da 
importa9ao  de  tecidos  pela  alfandega  de  La  Paz,  em  1895,  foi  de 
$218,381 ;  a  importa9So  de  tecidos  por  MoUendo,  Peru,  ascendeu 
a  376,977  kilogrammas;  a  importa9ao  por  Antotagasta,  Chile, 
foi  de  2,820,713  kilos,  e  por  Tupiza,  $5,440.  Nao  ha  estatistica 
da  produc9ao  local.  A  importa9ao  de  tecidos  de  algodao  pro- 
cedentes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  foi  de  $2,000  em  1896.  A 
importa9ao  de  tecidos  da  Allemanha  foi  avaliada,  no  mesmo 
anno,  em  $187,733.  A  importa9ao  procedente  da  Grao  Bretanha, 
Belgica  e  Fran9a,  nao  se  encontra  nas  estatisticas  officiaes  daquelles 
paizes. 

PERU. 

Um  relatorio  consular  da  Belgica  diz  que  ha  duas  fabricasdc 
tecidos  de  algodao  no  Peru.  A  companhia  denominada  ''Cotton 
Mfg.  Co.,  Limited,"  em  Vitarte,  tem  um  capital  de  ;^i30,ooo  e 
foi  f undada  em  1 847 ;  fabrica  tecidos  crus,  e  sua  produc9ao  e  de 
2,500,000  metros  annualmente.  A  outra  fabrica  denominada 
Fabrica  de  Tecidos  de  Algodao  esta  em  lea.  O  capital  t*  de 
;^  10,000  e  se  dedica  tambem  a  fabrica9ao  de  tecidos  crus.  Ha 
tres  fabricas  de  tecidos  de  la :  a  Santa  Catalina,  em  Lima;  a 
Lucre,  em  Cuzco,  e  a  Urcon,  no  districto  de  Ancacho. 
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As  importacoes  de  tecidos  em  1896  foram:  da  GrSLo  Bretanha, 
;^687,354;  da  AUemanha,  $994,462;  da  Belgica,  $14,382;  da 
Fran9a,  $63,400;  dos  Estados  Unido?,  $141,861. 

ECUADOR. 

Os  tecidos  de  algodao,  diz  o  Directorio  Commercial,  se  fabri- 
cam  em  casas  particulares  e  em  pequenas  fabricas.  Ha  uma 
pequena  fabrica  de  tecidos  de  la  em  Chillo. 

As  importa9oes  de  tecidos  em  1896,  foram  :  Da  Grao  Bretanha, 
;^284,684;  da  AUemanha,  $235,858;  da  Fran9a,  $7,070;  dos 
Estados  .Unidos,  $53,000. 


COMMERCIO  MISCELLANEO. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

c<mBtnic9§o  de  Eatradaa  de       ^^  estatisticas  officiaes  sabc-se  que  no  anno  de  1897 

^"™'  foram  abertas   ao  trafico  na    Republica   Argentina,   588 

niilhas  de  estradas  de  fcrro  contra  70  milhas  cm   1896,  e   304  em    1895.      Das 

linhas  terminadas  em   1897,  s6  quarenta  e  cinco  foram  de  bitola  estreita.      O 

centre  de  actividade  para  a  construc^ao  de  estradas  de  ferro  durante  o  anno  foi 

<luasi  exclusivamente  nas  provincias  do  Sul.     Na  cidade  de  Buenos  Ayres  estao 

actualmcnte  funccionando  240  milhas  de  tramvias. 

.  -  Os  cortidores  dos  Estados  Unidos  nao  tem  apreciado 

A.  Indnstria  do  Qnebracho.  '■ 

o  valor  do  quebracho  tanto   quanto   na  Europa,  onde   o 

emprcga  regularmente  grande  numero  de  cortidores.      O   quebracho  cresce  na 

^aior  abundancia  na  Republica  Argentina,  e  tambem  se  encontramgrandes  quan- 

t^dades  no   Paraguay.      Sua  importancia,  como  artigo  de  exporta^ao,  augmenta 

^^  anno  em   anno,  porque  os  cortidores  come^am  a  reconhecer  seu  valor  como 

"'^grcdicnte  para  mistural-o  com  outras  solugoes  de  cortir.      Suas  propriedades 

^^nidoras,  comparadas  com  as  do  carvalho  sao  as  seguintes :   quebracho,  1 2  por 

^^Mto;  casca  de  carvalho,  10  por  cento.      Os  principaes  gastos  que  se  incorrem 

P^ra  obter  esta  madeira  sao  os  de  c6rte   e  transporte  ao  ponto   de   embarque. 

"or  ser  uma  das  mais  duras  madeiras  que  se  conhecem,  necessitam-se  para  cortal-a 

**^strumentos  de  qualidade  especial.      Quando  se  usa  esta  madeira  para  cortir, 

^^na-se  em  troncos  de  cinco  ou  seis  p6s  de  comprimento,  que  logo  se  dividem 

^^in  uma   serra  circular  cm  pedagos  de  tres  pollegadas  de    espessura.      Estas 

^^^ocs  se  collocam  n'uma  machina  provida  de  uma  chapa  de  ago  que  tem  um 

^*"ande    numero    de    dentes   e   que   gyra    com    grande  rapidez,    convertendo  o 

^Vicbracho  n'uma  especie  de  serradura  grossa,   que  6  a  forma  em    que   se  usa 

^^ra  cortir. 
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BRAZIL. 

^  O  Minstro  Conger,  n'uma  carta  cscrita  cm  Petrop- 

DiininuifSo   nos   Frefos    de  , 

Free  sobre  Farinha  de     olis  em  data  dc  28  de  Janeiro  de    1898,  communica  i 

Secretaria  de  Estado  que  por  um  decrcto  rccentc  a 
discriminagao  de  fretes  contra  a  farinha  dos  Estados  Unidos  foi  abolida.  Adimin- 
uigao  6  tamben  extensiva  aos  artigos  de  primeira  necessidade  taes  como  arroz, 
feijao,  farinha  de  milho,  legumes  frescos,  toucinho,  raizes  comestiveis,  assucar  scm 
refinar  e  sal  de  qualidade  ordinaria.  Segundo  o  decreto  as  taxas  de  frete  na 
Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  sao  as  seguintes:  ate  100  kilometros,  90  reis  por  kilo- 
gramma;  de  101  a  300  kilometros,  60  reis  por  kilogramma;  de  301  paradma, 
40  reis  por  kilogramma. 

CHILE. 
O  Presidente  da  Republica  promuleou,  em  data  dc  3  dc 

rabrica9«o  de  Tecidos.      ,.  ,         ^    ^  ,.^., 

Janeiro  de   1898,   uma  lei   que  foi  votada  rcccntcmcnic 

pelo  Congresso,  na  qual  se  dispoe  que  a  fila^a  de  algodao,  e  as  machinas  c  fcrra- 
mentas  necessarias  para  a  fabrica^ao  de  tecidos,  sejam  admittidas  livrcs  dc 
direitos.  Esta  lei,  que  tern  por  objecto  o  desenvolvimento  da  industrla  da 
fabricagao  de  tecidos  no  Chile,  vigorara  ate  o  anno  de  1920. 

de  Oarrao  de  Pe-     ^  periodic©  **  Manufacturer,"  publicado  em  Philadcl- 
ke  Americano,     pj^j^^  ^^  g^^  numero  de   5   de  Mar90  de   1898,  diz  q^c 
sahiu  recentemente  de  Baltimore  com  destino  a  Coquimbo,  um  navio  dc  vcladc 
a^o  levando  uma  carga  de  carvao  de  pedra  e  coke.      O  coke  sera  empregado  no* 
fornos  para  a  fundigao  de  cobre  e  prata  que  estao  situados  na  vizinhan^a  ^^ 
Coquimbo.     Diz-se  que  este  6  o  primeiro   embarque  desta  natureza  que  ^^^ 
sahido  de  Baltimore  para  um  porto  Chileno.      Os  depositos  de  carvao  no  sul  ^ 
Chile  sao  muito  extensos  e  tem  sido  explorados  em  larga  escala  por  muitos  ant*^" 
mas  nao  obstante  isto,  os  principaes  fornecimentos  de  carvao  sao  levados   ^ 
Inglaterra  e  Australia  como  lastro  para  navios  que  buscam  cargas  de  retorno. 
carvao  chileno  6  betuminoso  e  bem  adaptado  para  uso  nos  navios  de  alto  tf*^ 
estradas  de  ferro,  fabricas,  e  mesmo  na  manufactura  de  gaz.      Um  obstaculo  s^^ 
que  se  encontrou  na  sua  explora^ao  foi  a  falta  de  trabalhadores.      NumerC^" 
experiencias  foram  feitas  na  introduccao  de  mineiros  europeos  para  trabal  ^ 
nas  minas,  mas  nao  tiveram  bom  exito  pois  acharam-se  mais  caros  os  trabalhadc^ 
estrangeiros  do  que  os  nacionaes. 

DeeenroMmento  do  Territo-     Segundo  um  relatorio  feito  pelo  Sr.   Guerrero  Ba  ^ 
rio  de  Magaihaea,         ^^^^  ^^^  ^-q-  en^jado  pelo  Governo  do  Chile  para  esta  -* 

as  condi^oes  commerciaes  que  existem  no  territorio  de  Magalhaes,  sabc-se   ^ 
tem  havido  grande  desenvolvimento  n'aquella  parte  remota  da   Republica. 
desenvolvimento  de  seu  commercio  comeyou  em  1877,  anno  em  que  foram  in^^ 
duzidos   500  carneiros  das   Ilhas  de  Falkland.      O    Sr,  BacuSan  d4  a  segu^ 
rela^ao  do  numero  de  gado  e  obras  de  melhoramento  que  actualmente  exis- 1 
no  paiz:   Gado,  $615,360;  cavallos,  $366,520;  carneiros,  $4,557,830;  ce^"' 
de    arame,   $777,374;    edificios,  $1,250,458;    e  estabelecimentos    industr»<^- 
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$,000.  A  exporta^ao  de  la  em  1896,  montou  a  3,205,663  llbras.  No 
no  anno,  foram  exportados  70,000  carneiros  gelados,  e  diz-se  com  boa 
ridade  que  esta  industria  prometce  um  desenvolvimento  muico  importance 
rrativo. 

COSTA  RICA. 
A  linha  de  vapores  de  Costa  Rica  que  faz  o  trafico 

Notas  Indnatriaes.  ».7         ^  1  t  •      ^  •  i 

entre  New  Orleans  e  Limon,  tern  sido  augmentada  com 
quisi^ao  de  dous  grandes  vapores  novos,  o  Alps  e  o  Andes.  Levam  a 
Icira  ingleza  e  farao  viagens  semanaes  sahindo  de  New  Orleans  e  Lim6n, 
ectivamente,  as  sextas-feiras. 

m  Londres  se  organisou,  com  um  capital  de  ;;^i  30,000  "  The  Costa  Rica  Elec- 
Light  and  Power  Company,''  e  o  *'New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  "  de  4 
Ibril  diz  que  as  noticias  recebidas  indicam  que  em  dita  Republica  se  esta- 
ceri  um  servigo  electrico  em  todos  seus  ramos.  A  companhia  propoe-sc 
itruir  varias  tramvias  electricas  e  installar  ofHcinas  de  illumina^ao  e  de 
;ncia  electrica.  Na  actualidade  nao  ha  outros  dados  referentes  i  dita  socie- 
B,  pois  apenas  se  inaugurou  no  dia  10  do  mez  anterior.  Cre-se  que  por 
ivo  da  proximidade  de  Costa  Rica  aos  Estados  Unidos,  a  maior  parte  do 
crial  que  a  companhia  necessite,  seri  comprada  neste  paiz.  Outra  vantagem 
favorece  aos  fabricantes  americanos  de  machinas  e  materiaes  electricos  €  a 
ca  do  pre^o,  a  excellente  qualidade  e  a  fama  destcs  productos.  Ji  ha  esta- 
xidas  em  Costa  Rica  tres  companhias  electricas  das  quaes  a  principal  tem-se 
io  i  "Costa  Rica  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company." 
cgundo  as  informagoes  que  publica  o  "London  Financial  News"  da  Ingla- 
a,  OS  fundos  necessarios  para  attendee  ao  servigo  da  dita  divida  exterior  de 
ita  Rica  estavam  promptos  em  Londres  desde  o  mez  de  Fevereiro  ultimo, 
lo-se  verificado  com  toda  pontualidade,  no  dia  primeiro  de  Abril,  o  paga- 
ito  dos  juros  vencidos. 

GUATEMALA. 

Em  um  relatorio  em  data  de   c  de  Marco  de  1808,  o 
Oolheita  de  Oaftf.  ,         ^  ^    * 

Consul    Geral    Beaupr^    di  informagSo    do    restabeleci- 

nto  da  industria  e  do  commcrcio  de  Guatemala.     A  colheita  de  caf6  ser4 

ito  maior  do  que  se  esperava,  e  o  pre^o  deste  producto  vae  augmentando. 

ni6dia  das  exporta^oes  at6  esta  data  6  consideravelmente  maior  que  a  do 

5mo  periodo    do    anno    passado.     A    importancia  da  colheita  de  caf6  e  o 

I^icnto  no  pre^o  deste  artigo,  influem  favoravelmente  sobre  a  situa^ao  finan- 

"a  da  Republica. 

MEXICO. 

^Qpincfto  d'nma  Nora       ^  ^'**  Charles  W.  KiNDRicK,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unidos 

Sttrada  de  Ferro.         ^^  Ciudad  Juarez,  communica  k  Secretaria  de  Estado,  em 

a  de  25  de  Janeiro  de  1898,  a  inaugura^ao  official  da  estrada  dc  ferro  de  Rio 

inde.  Sierra  Madre  e  do  Pacifico.      O  comprimento  actual  da  linha  6  de  150 
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milhas  da  cidade  de  Juarez  a  Casas  Grandes,  no  Estado  de  Chihuahua.  Segundo 
o  projecto,  esta  estrada  de  ferro  serfi  estendida  a  um  ponto  do  Golfo  dc  Cali- 
fornia, no  Estado  de  Sonora.  Esta  empreza  foi  iniciada,  ha  alguns  annos,  por 
capitalistas  dos  Estados  Unidos,  que  sao  os  maiores  accionistas.  Esta  estrada 
de  ferro  abre  ao  trafico  uma  sec^ao — at6  agora  quasi  inacessivel — abundanic  em  . 
mincraes  e  em  outras  fontes  de  riquezas.  Segundo  o  Consul  Kindrick,  a 
explora^ao  das  madeiras  das  montanhas  da  Sierra  Madre,  esti  no  seu  comedo  e 
actualmente  s6  basta  o  consumo  local,  mas  6  susceptivel  d'um  grande  dcsen- 
volvimento.  O  districto  que  esta  linha  atravessa,  produz  annualmente  cercadc 
100,000    abecjas  de  gado. 

Um  correspondente  da  publica^ao  "  Resources  in  Mod- 
Depositos  de  Estanho. 

ern  Countries,"  escrevendo  do  Mexico,  da  a  informayao 

de  que  ha  em  varias  partes  da  Republica  extensos  depositos  de  estanho,  princi- 
palmente  do  grio  de  Cornwall.  Encontram-se  estes  depositos  nos  Estados  de 
Guanajuato,  San  Luis  Potosi,  e  Sonora.  No  Estado  de  San  Luis  Potosi,  as 
rochas  de  granito,  no  cume  da  Serra  de  la  Estanera,  no  districto  minciro  dc 
Comauja,  contem  estanho  em  abundancia.  O  minerio  i  rico,  dando,  segundo  0 
correspondente,  de  70  a  75  por  cento  de  metal.  No  Estado  de  Durango,  tanibcm 
se  encontra  este  metal  em  grandes  quantidades,  e  si  for  bem  lavrado  nao  dcixari 
de  dar  grande  proveito.  Os  minerios  dao  35  a  75  por  cento  de  metal  princi- 
palmente  na  forma  de  oxydos. 

Sala  para  Amortras  de  Pro-     ^  ^r.  Magill,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unidos,  informal 
dnctoB.  Secretaria  de  Estado,  em  data  de  20  de  Janeiro  dc  iS9^» 

que  ha  uma  sala  no  consulado  de  Tampico  que  poderia  destinar-se  d  exposi^*^ 
das  mercadorias  dos  Estados  Unidos  que  se  podem  vender  nos  mercados  ^' 
Mexico,  taes  como  alimentos  cereaes,  sabao,  cutelaria,  papel  de  cscrevere  ouc:  "^^ 
artigos  de  facil  venda.  "Si  os  fabricantes  quizessem  aproveitar-se  disto,"  d^' 
Sr.  Magill,  "eu  convidaria  os  commerciantes  locaes  para  que  examinasscir^^ 
artigos  e  trataria  de  expor  pessoalmente  as  boas  qualidades  destes  artigos  ta^  ^ 
quanto  pudesse.  Os  gastos  de  frete  ou  de  entrega  devem  ser  pagos  antecipa.  ^ 
mente."  A  Secretaria  de  Estado  approvou  a  suggestao  do  Consul  Magill 
autorisou  a  levar  a  cabo  o  projecto  em  tudo  quanto  for  praticavel,  ficai  - 
entendido  que  todos  os  gastos  deverao  ser  pagos  pelas  firmas  que  rcmettcr-^=* 
suas  amostras  e  que  o  consulado  nao  deveri  incorrcr  em  gasto  algum  a  c^^ 
respeito.  Em  vista  do  projecto  da  Associa^ao  Nacional  de  Manufaccureiros  ^ 
estabclccer  no  Mexico  e  em  outros  paizes,  armazens  permanentes  para  a  exposi^^ 
de  manufacturas  e  productos  americanos,  o  piano  indicado  pelo  Consul  Ma 
parece  recommendar-se  d  consideragao  dos  homens  de  negocios  dos  Esta* 
Unidos,  como  passo  preliminar  e  dc  introducgao  aos  trabalhos  da  Associa9ao^ 

Um  correspondente  do  "  Furniture  Worker,"  pcrio 


Oonmiercio  em  Mogno.  ,  ,.       ,  r^-  •      ^^-  i-  1 

publicado  em  Cincinnati  e  Chicago,  diz  que  como  result^^ 


da  procura  de  mobilia  mais  rica  do  que  a  que  tem  prevalecido  por  muitos  am 
o  mercado  de  mogno  tem  augmentado  proporcionadamcnte.  Um  mogno  -^ 
excellente  qualidade  vem  do  Mexico,  Laguno  e  Tabasco.  As  florestas  nc- ^^ 
lugares  sao  muito   dcnsas  e  o  mogno  abunda  n'ellas.      A  madeira  que  vci 
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ico  6  susceptive!  de  grande  lustre  e  della  se  fabricam  os  movcis  mais  elegantes 
lercado.  Antes  da  revolta  em  Cuba,  o  mogno  rijo,  tal  como  o  que  se  usa  para 
nbaladeiras  para  as  cadeiras  de  balango,  vinha  daquella  ilha;  mas  agora  se 
3C  uma  classe  de  mogno  de  Santa  Ana  (Mexico)  que  substitue  bem  ao  de 
a,  Actualmente  ha  grande  procura  desta  madeira  nos  mercados  de  Londres, 
nde-se  a  pregos  muito  altos.  Desde  Junho  de  1896,  tem-se  recebido  2,412 
s  de  Honduras;  200  de  Nicaragua;  492  de  Tabasco;  852  da  Africa  e  86g 
^uba. 

PARAGUAY. 

cura  da  Machine  de        ^  consul  de  Inglaterra  em  Assump^ao,  Paraguay,  em 
Deacorti^ar.  ^^  relatorio  recente  dirigido  i  Secretaria  das  Rela^oes 

sriores,  chama  a  attengao  para  a  procura  neste  paiz  de  machinas  de  descor- 
r.  Ha  no  Paraguay  grande  variedade  de  plantas  textis  que  s6  exigem  uma 
)ara9ao  apropriada  para  converterem-se  em  artigos  de  commercio.  A  cara- 
(a,  que  6  especie  do  abacaxi,  6  uma  destas  plantas ;  di  em  abundancia,  mas 
almente,  6  pouco  utilisada.  Tambem  a  industria  do  ramie  6  pouco  desen- 
ida.  O  cultivo  desta  planta,  ainda  que  tenha  bom  exito  no  Paraguay,  foi 
idonado  por  falta  de  machinas. 

PERU. 

rodnctos  do8  Estados  ^  Consul  DiCKEV  escreve  de  CallSo,  em  data  de  12  de 

UnidoB.  Janeiro  de   1898,  que  os  principaes  artigos  dos  Estados 

dos  que  se  importam  no  Peru,  sao  petroleo  refinado,  madeiras  de  construc- 
dormentes  de  estrada  de  ferro,  machinas  (para  agricultura  e  para  minas), 
I  lubricante,  banha,  agua  de  Florida,  tintas,  cordas,  terebinthina,  obras  de 
0,  resina,  graxa,  ferramentas,  machinas  de  coser,  e  algumas  bicyclettas.  A 
leira  de  pinho  e  os  dormentes  de  estrada  de  ferro  sao  os  principaes  artigos 
^xporia^ao  da  costa  occidental,  mas  o  consul  menciona  tambem  um  grande 
>amento  de  trigo  que  chegou  de  San  Francisco,  em  Outubro  de  1897,  e  que 
ntou  a  125,358  alqueires.  Diz  que  este  €  o  unico  cargamento  de  trigo  dos 
ados  Unidos  que  se  tem  importado  no  Peru  durante  os  quatro  ultimos  annos; 
ile  faz  a  maior  parte  desta  importagao  no  Peru.  O  total  das  importagoes  de 
JO  do  Chile  no  Peru  durante  o  anno  de  1897,  montou  a  22,613,723  kilo- 
mmas.  Na  opiniao  do  consul,  o  primeiro  que  devem  fazer  os  Estados  Unidos 
aconseguir  o  commercio  do  Peru  e  dos  outros  paizes  da  costa  do  Pacifico, 
America  Central  e  do  Sul,  6  estabelecer  uma  linha  de  vapores  rapidos,  desde 
*  Francisco. 

URUGUAY. 

-.^  O  Sr.  SwALM,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unidos,  n'uma  carta 

^di^Ses  OommerciaM. 

escrita  em  Montevideo  a  4  de  Fevereiro  de  1898,  diz  que 

-alcula  a  tosquia  de  la  no  Uruguay,  para  a  actual  esta^ao,  em  90,000  fardos, 

'  quaes   70,000  foram  exportados  em   quasi  sua  totalidade   para  mercados 

^pcos;    10,000  fardos  ainda  estao  em  deposit©,  e  o  resto  que  consiste  em 
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10,000  fardos  ainda  nao  se  collocou  no  mercado.  O  numero  de  gado  m 
at6  3  de  Fevereiro    foi  o  seguinte: 

Numero  matado  at6  3  de  Fevereiro : K 

Numero  no  mesmo  periodo  de  1897, r 

Numero  no  mesmo  periodo  de  1896 i 

O  Sr.  SwALM  diz  que  a  colheita  de  trigo  6  a  melhor  que  houve  per  i 
annos  e  agora  se  comega  exportar  este  product©  para  os  mercados  contine 

Abrogaqioda  Taxa  Addici-      ^  ^^i  de  1 1  de  Janeiro  de  1896,  estabeleceu  no  Ur 
onai  da  Aifandega.       ^^^^  ^^^  periodo  de  dous  annos  certas  novas  taxas, 

velmente  um  direito  addicional  de  2J^  por  cento  sobre  todas  as  mcrca 
importadas  na  Republica.  O  dito  direito  foi  abrogado  a  1 1  de  Janeiro  de 
por  ter  terminado  o  prazo  especificado. 

PRODUCgAO  DE  VINHO  DAS  REPUBLICAS  AMERICAN.'^ 

Extrahimos  a  seguinte  tabella  da  produc^ao  de  vinho   nos   differentes 
do  Continente  Americano,  de  um  relatorio  sobre  a  producgao  universal  de 
em  1896  e  1897,  o  qual  foi  publicado  recentemente  em  um  numero  do  " 
teur  Vinicole" : 


GalOes. 


1897.  189 


Estados  Unidos 

Mexico 

Republica  Argentina 

Chile 

Brazil 


25,  234,  000  ;  14, 9 

1.320,000  1,5 

31.680,000  J  34.9 

61,  boo,  000  '  37,4 

8,580,000  10,4 


Bulletin  Mensuel 

DU 

Bureau  des  R^publiques  am^ricaines, 

Union  Internationale  des  R^publiques  Americaines. 

Vol  V.  AVRIL  1898.  No.  10 


RELATIONS    COMMERCIALES    EN  AM^RIQUE* 

RESSOURCES  INTERNES  DES  INDES  OCCIDENTALES. 

Dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  pour  le  mois  d'octobre,  on  a  deja 
parle  des  conditions  favorables  qu'offrent  les  Indes  Occidentales 
au  commerce  des  Etats-Unis,  leur  position  geographique  rendant 
feciles  les  communications  entre  les  ports  nord-americains  et  le 
gi^nd  archipel  qui  s'etend  de  la  Floride,  presqu'a  la  cote  du  Vene- 
zuela. La  superficie  de  toutes  ces  iles  est  d'environ  92,270  milles 
Carres  et  leur  population  est  estimee  a  5,000,000  environ. 

Le  Sucre  est  la  production  principale  des  Indes  Occidentales, 
^'ennent  ensuite,  d'apres  leur  importance,  le  tabac  et  le  cafe,  et  on 
P^ut  dire,  qu'au  point  de  vue  commercial,  il  y  a  seulement  quel- 
9"cs  annees  qu*il  existe  des  produits  d'une  autre  classe  auxquels 
^^  a  consacre  une  attention  considerable.  Tels  sont :  le  cacao,  le 
'^is,  le  rhum,  la  melasse,  les  fibres  vcgctales,  les  cponges,  Tecaille 
d^  tortue,  le  sel,  les  cuirs,  et  les  fi*uits  tropicaux. 

Les  Indes  Occidentales  constituent,  comme  on  le  sait  bien, 
^^e  region  agricole,  par  excellence,  bien  que  leurs  ressources  in- 
^^strielles  soient  plus  que  limitees.     Elles  exportent  principale- 

^  premier  article  de  cette  s6rie,  traitfe  par  le  Directcur,  feu  Joseph  P.  Smith,  a  6t6 
P^^lifedans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  pour  le  mois  de  juillct  1897.  La  s6rie  sera  con- 
'Qu6epar  difii&rentscollaborateurs  sur  les  bases  ^tablies  par  M.  Smith. 
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ment  les  produits  du  sol,  qui,  d'une  fertilite  plus  ou  moins  grandc 
dans  toutes  les  parties  de  Tile,  est  d'une  fertilite  remarquable  dans 
quelques-unes,  telles  que  dans  les  lies  de  Cuba,  de  Porto  Rico,dc 
la  Jamaique  et  d' Haiti.  La  richesse  extraordinaire  de  la  Grande 
Antille  Espagnole  est  proverbiale,  car  on  y  cultive  tous  les  pro- 
duits  de  PAmerique  inter-tropicale,  et  surtout  le  tabac  qui  est  une 
veritable  special ite.  Tous  les  efforts  faits  dans  les  autres  pays 
n'ont  pas  reussi  a  y  clever  le  magnifique  tabac  de  Vuelta  Abajo, 
production  de  cette  ile  privilegiee.  Le  cafe  de  Porto  Ricojouit 
d'une  grande  renommee,  de  meme  que  celui  d'Haiti.  L'ile  dela 
Trinite  produit  un  excellent  cacao. 

Le  commerce  des  Indes  Occidentales  avec  les  E tats- Unis  est 
deja  considerable,  et  il  est  a  esperer  qu'il  augmentera  davantage 
dans  Pavenir.  Si  nous  jetons  un  coup  d'oeil  sur  les  tableaux  ci- 
joints,  compiles  des  statistiques  du  Tresor  des  Etats-Unis,  nousy 
verrons  le  montant  realise  du  commerce  entre  les  Etats-Unis  et 
les  Indes  Occidentales  pendant  Tannce  fiscale  1896-97. 

Importations. 
Les  Antilles  : 

Anglaises $12, 285, 8S5 

Danoises 367, 2S9 

Hollandaises 96,343 

Fran^aises 9,  <H4 

Haiti 1,460.220 

Saint-Domingue 2,369.424 

Antilles  Espagnoles : 

Cuba iS.4o6,?i5 

Porto  Rico 2, 181,024 

Exportations. 
Les  Antilles  : 

Anglaises $7.8o8.493 

Danoises 519.443 


I 


Hollandaises 649,9 

Frangaises i,  66$.  4^1 

Haiti 3, 554.433 

Saint-Domingue 1,045,037 

Les  Antilles  Espagnoles  : 

Cuba /oQQ'"?! 

Porto  Rico 1, 964.  S50 

Les  Antilles  anglaises  font  un  commerce  considerable  avec  les 
Etats-Unis,  ou  el  les  expedient  la  majeure  partie  de  leurs  produc- 
tions et  d'oii  elles  recoivent  presque  tout  ce  qui  leur  est  necessaire. 
Au  sujet  des  conditions  commercials  a  la  Jamaique,  M.  Eck- 
FORD,  le  consul  des  Etats-Unis  a  Kingston,  dit  dans  une  commu- 
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ation  publiee  dans  les  "Relations  Commerciales"  des  Etats- 
lis  pour  1895  et  1896: 

'  En  reponse  a  la  circulaire  du  Departement  du  8  juillet  1896, 
I'honneur  de  faire  connaitre  que  pendant  les  dernieres  annees 
'  a  eu  une  augmentation  constante  dans  les  importations  prove- 
it  des  Etats-Unis  pour  cette  ile  qui,  selon  toutes  les  apparences, 
ieveloppera  davantage. 

'  L'augmentation  des  moyens  de  transport  entre  les  Etats-Unis 
ia  Jamaique  et  par  consequent  la  reduction  des  prix  du  fret,  les 
)rts  des  manufacturiers,  des  exportateurs  et  autres,  pour  mettre 
marchandises  a  la  portee  des  habitants  des  Indes  Occidentales 
r  voie  d'annonces,  par  I'envoi  d'agents  competents  et  energiques, 
par  d'autres  moyens,  ont  tous  contribues  a  raugmentation,^du 
mmerce,  et  il  y  a  tout  lieu  a  esperer  que  I'entreprise  et  Penergie 
s  commer9ants  americains,  qui,  on  peut  le  dire,  commencent 
alement  a  voir  qu'ils  peuvent  y  trouver  un  bon  debouchc  pour 
irs  produits,  aura  pour  resultat  une  augmentation  plus  consi- 
rable  des  rapports  commerciaux." 

En  general,  les  moyens  de  communications  a  I'interieur  dans  les 
Krentes  Antilles  sufRsent  aux  exigences  du  commerce.  A 
jba,  les  principaux  centres  de  population  sont  relies  par  des 
emins  de  fer.  A  la  Jamaique,  il  y  a  aussi  quelques  milles  de 
emins  de  fer,  de  meme  que  dans  les  iles  de  la  Trinite,  de  la  Bar- 
de,  de  Porto  Rico  et  de  la  Republique  Dominicaine;  mais  la 
us  grande  partie  du  commerce  se  fait  par  voie  maritime,  bien 
I'il  existe  de  bonnes  routes  carrossables  dans  quelques-unes  des 
s. 

Les  Indes  Occidentales  possedent  de  nombreux  et  excellents 
n:s,  dont  quelques-uns  figurent  parmi  les  meilleurs  du  monde. 
s  communications  entre  ces  ports  et  ceux  des  Etats-Unis  sont 
ines  et  frcquentes.  Au  sujet  de  la  Jamaique,  le  Consul  Eck- 
^D  dit,  dans  de  rapport  deja  mentionnc  : 

*  La  jamaique  posscde  42  ports  maritimes  ouverts  au  commerce 
inger,  dont  les  principaux  sont:  Kingston,  Port  Antonio,  Mon- 
o  Bay,  Black  River,  Savana  la  Mar,  St.  Anns  Bay,  Falmouth, 
Ik  River,  Lucea,  Morrant  Bay,  Annotto  Bay,  et  Port  Maria, 
ndant  Pannee  1,168  navires  sont  sortis  des  ports  de  cette  ile, 
t  une  augmentation  de  32  sur  Tannee  precedente;  sur  ce  nom- 

•  il  y  avait  698  navires  a  vapeur  et  470  voiliers.     Sur  le  nombre 
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total,  il  y  avait  162  navires  americains,  dont  82  vapeurs  et  80 
voiliers,  jaugeant  75,052  tonneaux,  soit  une  augmentation  dc 
35,711  tonnes  sur  I'annee  precedente.  Les  tacilites  de  communi- 
tions  entre  les  Etats-Unis  et  les  iles  sont  excellentes.  La  Compa- 
gnie  "I'Atlas"  fait  le  service  hebdomadaire  aller  et  retour  de  New 
York  a  Kingston.  Cette  compagnie  a  sur  cette  ligne  environ  8 
navires. 

La  ligne  anglai^e  "  Kerr"  possede  un  certain  nombre  de  navires 
servant  d'une  maniere  toute  speciale  au  commerce  des  fruits,  ettai- 
sant  le  service  entre  les  ditfcrents  ports  de  Pile  et  New  York.  La 
"Boston  Fruit  Company"  (americaine)  possede  et  a  affrcte  12 
navires,  jaugeant  de  381  a  1,440  tonneaux,  servant  au  transport  des 
fruits  et  des  voyageurs,  et  faisant  le  service  entre  les  ports  d' Antonio 
(station  principale),  de  Kingston,  d'Annotto  Bay,  dc  Buff  Bay,de 
Hope  Bay,  de  Port  Morant,  et  autres  ports,  et  ceux  de  New  York, 
Philadelphie,  Boston  et  Baltimore.  La  Compagnie  "  West  Indian 
and  Pacific  "  fait  un  service  bimensuel  de  la  ville  de  Kingston  a  la 
Nouvelle  Orleans,  en  passant  par  les  ports  mexicains.  "L'lnde- 
pendent  Line"  a  inaugure  dernierement  un  service,  aller  et  retour, 
entre  New  York  et  Kingston.  Ces  navires  servent  principalement 
au  commerce  des  fruits.  Un  nombre  de  navires  marchands  tbnt 
le  service  entre.  les  ditfcrents  ports  de  Tile  et  les  ports  des  Etats- 
Unis. 

Les  principaux  ports  de  Tile  de  Cuba  entretiennent  des  com- 
munications avec  les  Etats-Unis  au  moyen  de  bateaux  a  vapeur, 
et  les  lignes  de  navigation  suivantes  meritent  d'etre  mentionnees: 
La  New  York  and  Cuba  Mail  Steamship  Company,  la  Munson 
Steamship  Line  et  la  Compania  Transatlantica  Espanola. 

Des  navires  a  vapeur  et  a  voiles  entretiennent  de  bonnes  com- 
munications entre  St.  Dominigue,  Haiti  et  les  Etats-Unis.    On 
peut  en  dire  autant  des  Antilles  fran9aises,  hollandaises  et  danoises. 
Comme  on  pouvait  s'y  attendre,  en  vue  de  la  situation  geogra* 
phique  des  Antilles  par  rapport  aux   Etats-Unis,  les  transactions 
commerciales  entre  ce  pays  et  ces  iles  sont  d'une  importance  con- 
siderable et  tendent  a  un  developpement  rapide.     Le  commerce d^^ 
Etats-Unis  avec  les  colonies  espagnoles  de  Cuba  et  de  Porto  Vac^ 
est  tres  grand,  surtout  avec  Cuba.     Pour  cette  derniere  seule,!^ 
commerce  est  de  90  pour  cent  des  transactions  totales 

Selon  le  "Statesman's  Year  Book"  pour  1897,  presque  toutl^ 
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ibac  et  la  moitie  des  cigares  exportes  de  Pile  de  Cuba  sont  expe- 
ies  aux  Etats-Unis.  La  meme  autorite  affirme  que,  sur  un  total 
e*  832431  tonnes  de  sucre  exportees  de  I'ile  en  1895,  les  Etats- 
Jnis  en  ont  recu  769,962  tonnes.  Le  commerce  des  Etats-Unis 
vcc  les  Antilles  anglaises  est  considerable,  puisque,  comme  il  a 
eja  cte  dit,  la  plus  grande  partie  des  productions  de  ce  dernier 
ays  vient  aux  marches  americains,  ou  les  iles  procurent  aussi  ce 
ont  elles  ont  besoin.  La  Jamaique  qui  vient  en  premier  lieu  par 
ipport  a  la  grandeur,  a  la  richesse  et  a  la  population,  importe  des 
-tats-Unis  une  quantite  considerable  d'articles  fabriques,  s'elevant 
n  1896  a  33.9  pour  cent  des  importations  totales  d'articles  fabriques. 
)uant  aux  denrees  alimentaires  importees  dans  Tile,  la  plus  grande 
lartie  provient  des  Etats-Unis,  car,  selon  le  Consul  Eckford  (voir 
'Relations  Commercials  des  Etats-Unis"  pour  1895-96,  p.  519), 
iur  la  somme  de  $3,870,7 16.80  que  ces  importations  reprcsentaient 
pendant  Tannee  fiscale  de  1895-96,  $2,429,294.91  provenaient  de 
ce  pays. 

Le  commerce  des  Etats-Udis  avec  les  Indes  Occidentales 
francaises,  bien  qu'il  soit  considerable,  n'a  pas  encore  atteint  son 
entier  developpement,  et  a  ce  sujet  il  est  a  propos  de  rappeler  ce 
qu'a  dit  M.  Tucker,  consul  americain,  dans  un  rapport  date  de 
St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  le  8  octobre  1896,  public  dans  les  "Rela- 
tions Commerciales  des  Etats-Unis"  pour  1895  et  1896.  Le 
Consul  dit  que,  "  Dans  une  conversation  recente  avec  le  maire  de 
St  Pierre,  il  se  plaignit  de  Timpossibilite  d'obtenir  des  informa- 
t»ons  authentiques  des  catalogues  publics  en  anglais,  puisque  il 
^'y  a  personne  au  service  de  la  municipalite  qui  parle  Tanglais. 
^1  fit  allusion  surtout  au  catalogue  des  pompes  a  incendie  miies 
P^r  la  vapeur,  puisque  la  ville  desirait  en  acheter  une,  €t  il  dit 
*^ssi  qu'il  serait  content  d'obtenir  un  catalogue,  avec  une  listc  des 
^rix  (en  fran9ais)  de  toutes  sortes  de  papeterie,  mais  que  Penvoi 
l^s  Etats-Unis,  de  catalogues  publics  en  anglais,  comme  on  le 
^'t  constamment,  est  une  depense  inutile  de  timbres  et  de  bon 
Materiel. 

^*I1  serait  a  propos  de  suggerer  aux  fabricants  et  aux  commer- 
ants  des  Etats-Unis,  Putilite  de  Penvoi  dans  cette  ile  de  catalogues 
^  de  prix  courants  publics  en  francais,  afin  d'introduire  leurs 
^archandises  et  de  les  faire  apprecier  plus  qu'elles  ne  le  sont 
^ujourd'hui.     Pour  faciliter  davantage  Pimportation  de  marchan- 
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discs  americaines,  j'engagerai,"  continue-t-il,  "les  maisons  commer- 
ciales  aux  Etats-Unis  a  choisir,  pour  commis  voyageurs,  des 
hommes  habiles  ayant  des  connaissances  suffisantes  dans  les  langues 
et  les  affaires  pour  visiter  ce  pays  et  les  autres  pays  francais; 
autrement,  leurs  voyages  sont  generalement  steriles  comme  rcsul- 
tats.  Ouand  on  considere  les  efforts  que  font  les  autres  pays  et 
nations,  surtout  TEmpire  d'Allemagne,  pour  preparer  leurs  jeunes 
gens  a  ce  travail  important  et  le  succes  qui  en  resulte,  jc  nepuis 
me  lasser  de  faire  tous  mes  efforts  pour  attirer  I'attention  de  mes 
compatriotes  sur  ce  point,  a  cette  epoque  de  concurrence  et 
d'efforts  continuels  pour  Tamelioration  des  moyens  necessaires  a 
Pacquisition  d'une  clientele  en  pays  etrangers.  J'ai  connu  des 
commis  voyageurs  des  Etats-Unis  qui  ne  savaient  pas  un  motde 
fran9ais;  par  consequent^  ils  ne  pouvaient  rien  faire,  tandis  que 
d'autres,  verses  dans  la  langue  et  bien  au  courant  de  leur  travail, 
ont  obtenu  un  succes  considerable  en  faveur  des  maisons  quHs 
representaient." 

Les  Antilles  danoises  et  hollandaises  sont  les  plus  petites  de 
toutes,  et  leur  commerce,  naturellement,  est  proportionnc  a  leur 
grandeur.     Le  commerce  qu'elles  font  avec  les  Etats-Unis  est 
toutefois  d'une  importance  considerable.     En  parlant  des  impor- 
tations et  exportations  de  St.  Thomas,  le  Consul  Stewart  dan^ 
un  rapport  date  du  5  septembre,  public  dans  les  "  Relations  Corri- 
merciales  des  Etats-Unis"  pour   1895  ^^   1896,  s'exprime  de  l*i 
maniere  suivante : 

"11  y  a  eu  une  diminution  dans  les  importations  provenant  (i* 
PAngleterre,  de  la  France  et  de  PAllemagne  pendant  I'annce  d^' 
cale  finissant  le  30  juin  1896,  tandis  que  du  cote  des  Etats-ln*^ 
il  y  a  eu   une   augmentation   de   plus  de    $40,000,  comme  c^^^ 
pent   le  voir  dans  le  tableau   ci-joint,   qui   est  authentique,  1 
donnees  ayant  cte  obtenues  ici  de  la  Douane  et  du  secretaire  cB   ^ 
gouvernement. 

"  Les  exportations  sontestimeesa  $60,000  environ,  dont  $37, 
pour  les  Etats-Unis." 

La  colonic  hoUandaise  de   Cura9ao  fait,  en   proportion  de 
grandeur,  un  commerce  considerable  avec  les  Etats-Unis;  mais 
est  evident  qu'on  pent  faire  beaucoup  pour  Taugmenter,  et  a 
propos,  M.  Jervis  Spkncer,  le  consul  americain,  dans  un  rappo 
public  dans  les  "  Relations  Commerciales  des  Etats-Unis"  po 
Tannee  1895-96,  dit: 

"  Si  Ton  pouvait  voir  et  examiner  des  echantillons  d'articles 
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jues  aux  Etats-Unis  avec  la  liste  des  prix,  et  si  on  les  comparait 

^rablement  a  ceux  de  manufacture  europeennc,  surement  nos 

duits  auraicnt  la  preference,  et  le  developpement  de  notre  coni- 

rce  s'en  suivrait.     Je  conseillerai  d'organiser  dans  un  batiment, 

:  exposition  d'echanti lions,  afin  que  les  manufacturiers  puissent 

dre,  sans  grands  frais,  aux  negociants. 

^e  Consul  Spencer,  de  meme  que  d'autres  agents  consulaires, 

seille  Penvoi  de  commis  voyageurs  possedant  les  connaissances 

la  langue,  des  gouts  et  des  habitudes  du  pays. 

in  considerant  le  developpement  que  le  commerce  des  Etats- 

iis  avec  les  Antilles  pent  atteindre,  la  premiere  pensee  qui  se 

sente  a  Pesprit  est  la  proximite  de  ces  iles.     Les  montagnes 

Cuba  sont  presque  visibles  de  la   Floride.     La  distance  de 

w  York  a  Kingston,  Jamaique,  est  de  1,820  milles  et  celle 

New  York  a  Haiti  est  bien  plus  courte. 

Comme  les  Antilles  se  trouvent  dans  la  route  suivie  par  les 

peurs  et  les  voiliers  employes  dans  le  commerce  entre  les  Etats- 

lis  et  la  cote  Est  de  I'Ameriquedu  Centre  etdu  Sud,  il  estcer- 

n,  qu'a  mesure  que  les  relations  commercials  des  trois  sections 

ce  continent  se  developpent,  le  trafic  entre  les  iles  de  la  Mer 

5  Caraibes  et  les  marches  du  Nord  doit  necessairement  prendre 

s  proportions  plus  considerables.     Les   fabriques    americaines 

uvent  fournir  a  tout  I'archipel,  les  marchandises  dont  les  habi- 

its  ont  besoin,  et  la  concurrence  de  PEurope  deviendra  impos- 

►le  le  jour  oil  les  commer9ants  des  Etats-Unis,  se  conformant 

X  exigences  des  marches  des  Antilles,  adopteront  les  proccdes 

fnmerciaux  suivis  par  les  pays  europeens,  surtout  par  TAlle- 

igne,  et  qui  consistent,  par-dessus  tout,  dans  I'etude,  par  Pinter- 

-diaire  d'agents  actifs  et  de  bonne  education,  des  habitudes,  des 

itumes,  et  meme  des  gouts  particuliers  des  peuples  avec  lesquels 

font  le  commerce. 

La  reconstruction  de  la  marine  marchande  des  Etats-Unis  est 

-  necessite  absolue,  en  vue  des  exigences  du  commerce  etranger. 

\y  a  aucune  raison  pour  que  les  armateurs  de  TAmerique  ne 

ssent  pas  concourir  avec  ceux  de  I'Europe  dans  I'industrie  du 

isport  maritime,  plus  specialement  par  rapport  aux  contrees  de 

continent,  car  c'est  un  fait  certain  et  etonnant  que  la  plupart 

marchandises  introduites  dans  les  ports  de  TAmerique  latine, 

apportee  par  des  navires  europeens.     Les  chantiers  de  cons- 
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truction  navales  des  Etats-Unis  construisent  des  navires  au& 
beaux  que  les  navires  anglais,  et  c*est  un  feiit  reconnu  que  dans  I 
passe,  la  marine  marchande  des  Etats-Unis  a  surpasse  celle  d 
VAngleterre.  Ceux  qui  aspirent  a  voir  dominer  les  Etats-Uni 
sans  aucune  concurrence  possible,  doivent  diriger  tous  leurs  effort; 
vers  le  retablissement  de  la  marine  marchande  sur  la  meme  bas( 
qu'autrefois. 

A  mesure  que  la  marine  marchande  des  Etats-Unis  atteindralcs 
hauteurs  ou  elle  doit  necessairement  arriver,  Taugmentation  du  com- 
merce de  ce  pays  avec  le  reste  de  I'Amerique  deviendra  plus 
facile.  C'est  un  fait  bien  reconnu  par  toutes  les  grandes  puissances 
du  monde  que  rien  n'est  si  favorable  au  commerce  d'un  pays  que 
le  pouvoir  d'expedier  ses  marchandises  a  Petranger  sous  Tegidc 
de  son  propre  pavilion,  et  c'est  sans  doute  a  ce  fait  que  rAngleterre 
doit,  en  grande  partie,  la  position  eminente  qu'elle  a  occupee  si 
longtemps  parmi  les  autres  nations  commerciales.  On  connait 
tres  bien  tous  les  efforts  que  la  France  et  P AUemagne  ont  faits  et 
font  encore  tous  les  jours  pour  le  progres  de  leurs  interets  mari- 
times.  Les  Etats-Unis  comprennent  parfaitement  qu'il  est  dc 
premiere  importance  que  le  commerce  americain  puisse  disposer 
de  meilleurs  moyens  de  transport,  afin  que  les  exportateurs  de  ce 
pays  cessent  de  payer  un  tribut  aux  lignes  de  navigation  etrangeres. 
II  est  tout  naturel  que  les  Etats-Unis,  etant  la  premiere  nation 
industrielle  du  monde  et  ayant  sur  les  deux  oceans  des  ports 
nombreux  et  excellents,  soient  en  possession  d*une  marine  mar- 
chande proportionnee  aux  exigences  de  leur  commerce,  ce  qui  nc 
tardera.pas  a  devenir  un  fait  accompli.  On  a  deja  tait  et  ontait 
maintenant  des  progres  dans  cette  direction,  mais  il  reste  encore 
beaucoup  a  faire.  Toutefois,  le  jour  viendra,  et  tout  senibU 
indiquer  que  ce  jour  n*est  pas  loin,  ou  Toeil  du  voyageur  pourT 
apercevoir  dans  tous  les  ports  de  I'Amerique,  le  drapeau  des  Etat^ 
Unis  flottant  sur  nos  navires  marchands,  comme  il  aper9oit  aujoui 
d*hui  celui  de  I'Angleterre. 
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RfiPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

L'INDUSTRIE    SUCRI6RE    DE    TUCUMAN    PENDANT    L'ANNfiE 

1896-97. 

La  production  sucriere  dans  la  province  de  Tucuman  a  suivi, 
pendant  la  recente  annee  budgetaire,  Techelle  ascendante  deja 
indiquee  dans  les  rapports  anterieurs,  re9us  de  cette  province,  la 
recolte  pour  1896-97  s'elevant  a  15,606  tonnes.  La  production 
pour  Ics  cinq  annees  precedentes  est  la  suivante : 


Ann^s. 


1891-92 
1S92-93 
1893-^ 

1895-96 


Tonnes. 


45,000 
40,000 
55,000 
74,000 
103,000 


Pendant  Tannec  1896-97  trente-quatre  fabriques  de  Sucre  etaient 
en  operation;  de  ces  etablissements,  cinq  qui  produisirent  23,000 
tonnes  de  sucre  appartiennent  a  des  Fran9ais;  deux  qui  produisi- 
rent 8,000  tonnes  appariennent  et  sont  exploitees  par  des  fils  de 
Fran^ais,  sujets  argentins,  et  trois,  dont  la  totalite  de  la  production 
s'eleve  a  22,500  tonnes,  sont  la  propriete  d'une  compagnie  alle- 
nunde.  En  plus  de  celles-ci,  il  y  a  une  fabrique  espagnole  qui 
ptoduit  9,000  tonnes ;  une  fabrique  suedoise  et  une  fabrique  ameri- 
^ine  d'une  production  de  1,600  tonnes  respectivement.  Les 
^^ngt  et  une  fabriques  restantes  appartiennent  exclusivement  a  des 
Argentins.  A  I'exception  de  trois  fabriques  allemandes,  une 
americaine  et  une  autre,  dont  les  machines  furent  importees  de 
I'Angleterre,  ces  etablissements  se  servent  tous  de  machines  fran- 
9aises.  Pour  I'exercice  1897-98,  on  compte  sur  une  production 
^^  plusde  150,000  tonnes.  Par  consequent,  on  peut  considerer 
'cniarche  argentin  comme  etant  ferme  aux  sucres  europeens,  a 
1  exception  de  petites  quantites  de  sucre  raffine,  importe  pour  la 
consomniiation  de  quelques  riches  argentins. 

^es  donnees  ont  rapport  seulement  a  la  province  de  Tucuman. 
*^n  plus,  il  y  a  la  production  de  sucre  dans  les  provinces  voisines 
ae  oalta,  de  Jujuy,  de  Chaco  et  de  Corrientes  qui,  suivant  un 
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rapport  officiel,  s'eleva  en  1895  a  15,000  tonnes;  et  a  Santa  Fe,a 
Formosa  et  a  Santiago,  la  production  pour  la  meme  annee  s'eleva 
a  9,000  tonnes. 


COLOMBIE. 

CONSTRUCTION  DE  CHEMINS  DE  PER. 

Le  charge  d'affaires  britannique  a  Bogota  a  informe  le  Foreign 
Office  que  le  gouvernement  de  Colombie  a  conclu  un  contrat 
avec  M.  Francisco  J.  Cisneros  pour  le  prolongement  du  chemin 
de  fer  de  Bolivar.  Aux  termes  du  contrat,  M.  Cisneros  est  autorisc 
a  construire  et  a  mettre  en  operation  un  chemin  dc  fer  allant  dc 
Baranquilla,  ou  de  tout  autre  point  situe  sur  la  ligne  entre  Baran- 
quilla  et  Puerto  Colombie,  a  Sabanalarga  ou  Usiacuri. 

La  voie  de  la  ligne  sera  de  3  pieds  3^  pouces ;  le  poids  mini- 
mum des  rails  de  35  livres  par  verge.  Dans  la  construction,  on 
doit  toujours  se  tenir  compte  du  caractere  permanent  des  travaux, 

et  pourvoir  a  la  construction  d'un  nombre  suffisant  de  gares,  d'entre- 
pots  et  d'autres  appartenances. 

On  a  aussi  passe  un  contrat  avec  M.  Alberto  J.  Roca  pour  la 
construction  d'un  chemin  de  fer  allant  d'Ocana  a  un  point  situe 
sur  la  reviere  Magdalena.  Cette  ligne  sera  de  voie  etroite  avec 
une  pente  qui  ne  depassera  pas  trois  pour  cent,  et  avec  des  courbes 
ayant  un  rayon  de  pas  moins  de  328  pieds.  Dans  la  construction 
et  I'exploitation  de  cette  ligne,  I'entrepreneur  est  oblige  de  satisiairc 
a  toutes  les  exigences  du  trafic. 


BRESIL. 

INDUSTRIE  CAFfilfiRE  AU  BRESIL. 

M.  John  H.  Keogh,  represantant  de  Pune  des  principals maisons 
importatrices  de  cafe  aux  Etats-Unis,  qui  a  demeure  longtemps 
au  Bresil  et  qui  est  tout  a  fait  au  courant  des  interets  cateiers  du 
Bresil  ,  aussi  bien  que  des  autres  pays,  donne,  dans  une  entrevuc 
publice  par  ie  journal  ''Wholesale  Grocer,"  les  faits  suivants 
relatifs  a  I'industrie  cafeiere  actuelle  au  Bresil. 
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II  dit  que  la  recolte  qui  se  vendra  du  mois  de  juin  1897  au 
ois  de  juin  1898,  s'elevera  a  environ  neuf  millions  et  demi  de 
cs;  de  cette  quantite,  trois  millions  et  demi  de  sacs  seront 
:pedies  de  Rio,  et  six  millions  de  Santos. 

L'augmentation  considerable  constatee  cjans  la  production  de 
nnee  anterieure  est  attribute  a  la  production  des  jeunes  plantes 
feieres  qui  Viennentde  commencer  a  produiredans  le  district  de 
mtos  (Etat  de  SSo  Paulo).  Beaucoup  des  plantations  cafeieres 
ins  les  environs  de  Rio  sont  assez  vieilles  et  ne  produisent 
is  aussi  abondamment  qu'autrefois.  Les  methodes  de  culture 
nployees  a  SSo  Paulo  sont  plus  modernes  que  celles  employees 
ins  la  plupart  des  districts  voisins  de  Rio. 

Quant  a  la  perspective  pour  I'annee  prochaine,  M.  Keogh  dit 
je  les  opinions  varient  grandement,  mais  les  estimations  conserva- 
ices  la  placent  un  peu  au-dessous  de  la  recolte  pour  1 897-98,  Les 
as  prix  qui  ont  prevalu  depuis  quelques  mois,  de  necessite  dimi- 
luent  les  efforts  des  planteurs  pour  la  production  d*un  article  qui,  a 
>eine,  rapporte  des  benefices.  Les  planteurs  sont  si  habitues  a 
ealiser  de  grands  profits,  que  les  prix  actuels  de  cette  denree  ont 
u  des  efFets  tres  decourageants. 

II  y  a  dans  I'Etat  de  Sao  Paulo  un  nombre  considerable  de 
•cUes  plantations  appartenant  a  des  Bresiliens,  et  aussi  quelques 
utres  grandes  plantations  exploitees  par  des  hommes  d'origine  alle- 
lande,  mais  a  present  les  Nord-Amcricains  ne  sont  pas  grande- 
^ent  lances  dans  la  production  cafeiere.  Les  travailleurs  employes 
ans  ces  plantations  sont  principalement  des  Portugais  et  des 
aliens.  II  y  a  trois  ans,  un  essai  a  ete  tente  pour  introduire  le 
^vail  chinois,  mais  il  n'a  pas  reussi.  Les  quelques,  trois  ou 
^atre  cents  Chinois  qui  ont  ete  importes  et  etablis  sur  les  planta- 
^nes  fes  quitterent  bientot  pour  s'etablir  dans  les  villes.  La 
^estion  du  travail  qui  s'applique  a  ce  genre  de  culture  est  encore 
'"esoudre  au  Bresil. 

Il  est  a  noter  qu'une  reunion  de  l'Associa9ao  Commercial  a  eu 
-U  a  Santos,  le  premier  courant,  pour  recevoi'r  les  rapports  des 
^rnmissions  nommees  en  vue  d'evaluer  la  prochaine  recolte  qui 
1^  expediee  de  Santos.  Les  commissions,  apres  avoir  visite  les 
stricts  cafeiers  qui  leur  etaient  designes,  estimerent  la  recolte 
tale  a  4,250,000  de  sacs.     Conformement  a  la  decision  prise  par 

reunion,  ces  chifFres  furent  telegraphies  a   Londres,  a   Ham- 
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bourg,  au  Havre  et  a  New  York,  et  Ton  s'est  decide  a  poursuivre 
ce  plan  chaque  annee. 

Le  "  Rio  News"  du  8  fevrier  dit  a  propos  de  cette  action: 

Bicn  que  nous  n'ayons  aucun  d6sir  de  mettrc  en  doute  le  rapport  dc  la  Com- 
mission de  Santos,  relatif  a  la  prochaine  r^colte  caftiferc,  il  est  bon  de  rappclcr 
que  plusieurs  membres  des  maisons  qui  forment  les  difF6rents  comit6s  sent  des 
planteurs,  aussi  bien  que  des  "commissarios'*  et  exportateurs.  Par  consequent, 
on  peut  toujours  etre  sur  que  revaluation  indiqu6e  dans  le  rapport,  est  au  mini- 
mum ou  au-dessous  de  la  quantity  actuelle,  car  elle  repr6sente  les  int6recs  des 
planteurs. 

L'  "American  Grocer"  du  9  mars  public  les  statistiques  sui- 
vantes  sur  les  recettes  provenant  du  cafe  depuis  le  ler  juillet  1897 
jusqu'au  7  mars  1898,  avec  rapport  comparatif  pour  les  periodcs 
correspondantes  des  deux  annees  anterieures: 


189S. 

1897. 

i%i6. 

Recettes  k  Rio 

Sacs. 
3.  378, 000 
5,215,000 

Sacs. 
2,  704, 000 
4,  241, 000 

Sacs. 

1,890,000 
2,676,000 

Recettes  k  Santos 

COLOMBIE. 

TERMINAISON  DES   TRAVAUX    DE   CONSTRUCTION  DU  QUAI 

DE  LA  BOCA. 

Dans  une  communication  sous  date  du  3  fevrier  1898,  M.  Mur- 
phy, clerc  consulaire  a  Colon,  informe  le  Departement  d'Etat  dc 
la  terminaison  des  travaux  de  construction  du  quai  de  la  Boca, 
terminus  sur  le  Pacifique  du  Canal  de  Panama.  Ces  travaux  ont 
ete  juges  necessaires  afin  de  surmonter  les  obstacles  qu'occasion- 
nent  les  marees  au  port  de  Panama  qui  varient  de  plus  de  25 
pieds,  de  sorte  qu*a  la  basse  mer  le  fond  de  la  mer  est  a  decouvert 
a  une  distance  d'un  mille  ou  plus  du  rivage. 

Selon  M.  Murphy,  Popinion  generale  croit  a  la  terminaison 
heureuse  de  ces  travaux,  et  que  les  plus  grands  vaisseaux  pourront 
recevoir  et  debarquer  leurs  cargaisons  au  quai,  au  lieu  de  sc  servir, 
comme  autrefois,  de  gabares. 

Dans  un  rapport  presente  aux  actionnaires  de  la  nouvellc  com- 
pagnie  du  Canal  de  Panama  par  M.  Bonardel,  President  du 
Conseil  d' Administration,  a  la  reunion  qui  a  eu  lieu  a  Paris  le  20 
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jcembre  1897,  ^^  parait  que  Pun  des  principaux  travaux  entre- 
is  par  la  compagnie  pendant  Tannee  passee  etait  la  terminaison 
rs  travaux  de  construction  du  port  et  du  quai  de  la  Boca, 
'ant  pour  objet  principal  de  faciliter  a  la  Compagnie  du  chemin 
?  fer  de  Panama,  le  maniement  de  toute  marchandise  avec  plus 
i  rapidite  et  a  meilleur  marche  qu'autrefois,  afin  qu'elle  puisse 
>ncourir  avantageusement  avec  les  diflferents  chemins  de  fer 
ins-continentaux  americains  et  avec  le  transport  maritime  via 
etroit  de  Magellan. 

A  peu  pres  quatorze  milles  du  Canal  du  cote  de  Colon  et  six 
illes  du  cote  de  Panama  ont  ete  termines,  mais  la  partie  la  plus 
fficile  du  travail  est  encore  a  faire,  celle  de  traverser  la  chaine 
*s  Culebra  et  de  surmonter  les  inondations  de  la  riviere  Chagres. 


HONDURAS. 

RESSOURCES  DU  PAYS. 

L'article  suivant  qui  traite  des  ressources  du  Honduras  est 
'xtrait  d*une  communication  adressee  au  Senor  E.  C.  Fiallos, 
mcien  Secretaire  de  la  Legation  du  Honduras  aux  Etats- 
Unis,  par  le  docteur  George  Ben  Johnston,  qui  a  consacre  de 
ongues  annees  a  I'etude  des  ressources  de  ce  pays. 

Les  rapports  qui  ont  6t6  faits  donnent  une  id6e  de  la  richesse  des  mines  d'or 
-t  d'argent.  L'empressement  que  montrent  les  mineurs  sages  et  experiment's 
jc  rAm6rique  du  Nord  pour  acqu6rir  et  exploiter  des  gisements  miniers  et  les 
f«ultats  qu'ils  ont  obtenus  par  I'emploi  de  m6thodes  nouvelles,  prouvent  la 
iwtesse  de  votre  appreciation,  "  que  la  principale  richesse  du  Honduras  vient  de 
^^  gisements  souterrains."  Le  nombre  et  la  richesse  des  mines  d'or  et 
d  argent,  conjointement  avec  la  facility  de  vos  lois  miniferes,  ofFrent  a  celui  qui 
^*ploite,  tout  ce  qu'il  peut  d6sirer. 

Vos  forets  meme,  sont  une  source  de  richesses  aussi  considerables  que  vos 
^>nes,  exigeant  moins  d'habilet6  et  de  capitaux  pour  en  tirer  profit.  Les  bois 
pour  reb^nistcrie  y  abondent,  et  sont  d'une  qualit'  tout  a  fait  sup6rieure.  On 
fcmarque  parmi  ces  bois :  le  bois  de  rose,  Tacajou,  Tebfene  et  le  ronron.  Ces 
^rbres  ont  une  valeur  toute  sp'ciale  a  cause  de  leur  dimension  gigantesque  et  de 
la  finesse  extraordinaire  de  leurs  fibres.  Les  eaux  navigables  rendent  Tacc^s 
^cs  forets  trhs  facile. 

Jc  n'ai  vu  nulle  part  une  si  grande  vari6t6  d'herbes  m'dicinales;  on  en  voit 
otaucoup  qui  nc  sont  pas  meme  cueillies  et  qui  ont  une  vente  facile  a  de  trfes 
wuts  prix,  dans  nos  march's  et  dans  ceux  de  I'Europe.     Les  habitants,  avec  un 
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peu  d'instruct'iQix,  pourraient  cueillir  et  pr6parer  des  herbes  et  des  feuilles  pour 
une  valeur  de  piu&ieurs  milliers  de  dollars,  et  en  op6rer  la  vente  avec  de  jolis 
profits.  Cette  singuliferc  et  int6ressantc  orchid6e,  la  vanillc,  sc  trouve  prcsquc 
partout  et  pourrait  faire  concurrence  a  celle  du  Mexique  si  on  la  cultivait  ct  la 
pr^parait  soigneusement.  Le  piment  qui  pousse  en  grande  quantity  dans  I'Olan- 
cho,  n'est  pas  utilis6.  Le  yucca  qui  fournit  un  amidon  excellent,  par  un 
proc6d6  d'extraction  trhs  simple  et  peu  coQteux,  pousse  sur  toutes  les  collines. 

En  voyageant  a  travers  le  Honduras,  on  voit  partout  des  plantes  textiles. 
Les  plus  importantes  sont,  peut-etre,  le  mescal  et  la  pite,  dont  on  peut  fabriqucr, 
par  des  proc^d6s  trhs  simples,  des  cordages  d'une  quality  sup6rieure,  de  la  toilc 
a  sacs,  et  des  tissus  grossiers.  La  finesse,  la  resistance  et  le  lustre  de  la  fibre  de 
pite  la  rendent  susceptible  d'un  d^veloppement  plus  grand.  On  pourrait  tisscr 
avec  cette  fibre  une  6tofFe  aussi  forte  que  la  toile  de  lin  et  aussi  douce  et  briilantc 
que  la  soie.  Elle  pourrait  fournir  aussi  les  mati^res  premieres  pour  la  fabrication 
d*un  papier,  6gal  en  force  et  en  dur6e,  au  parchemin. 

On  pourrait  cultiver  avec  profit  les  pistachiers  de  terre  qui  rapportcraient  de 
gros  b6n6fices  comme  la  chose  a  eu  lieu  pour  nous,  dans  la  Virginie.     Le  tabacde 
Honduras  est  d6ja  connu  aux  Etats-Unis  et  en  Europe.     Toutefois  Timporta- 
tion  en  est  si  insignifiante  en  comparaison  de  ce  qu'elle  devrait  etrc,  que  cc 
tabac  n*a  pas  attir6  Inattention  qu'il  m6rite.     Le  Honduras  poss^de  un  solet 
un  climat  qui  peut  produire  toutes  les  qualit6s  de  tabac,  depuis  notre  lourd  tabic 
de  Touest,  jusqu*a  la  feuille  cubaine  si  delicate  et  si  odoriftrante.     J*ai  vu  dans 
les  villages  du  Honduras  des  cigares  fabriqu6s  avec  le  tabac  indigene  se  vendant 
deux  sous  chacun,  qui  feraient  concurrence  aux  meilleurs  cigares  exposes  dans  nos 
boutiques.      Le  tabac  devrait  etre  une  de  vos  plus  importantes  productions,  car 
votre  sol  le  produit  presque  sans  travail  et  votre  climat  facilitc  sa  preparation. 

La  canne  a  sucre  et  le  coton  sont  perp6tuels,  et  avec  un  peu  de  culture  ii$ 
donneraient  des  r^coltes  importantes.  La  grande  dimension  et  la  substance  de 
Cannes  sont  trhs  remarquables.  Ces  produits  pourraient  etre  cultiv6s  et  pr^par^* 
pour  la  vente  dans  le  Honduras,  avec  beaucoup  moins  de  frais  que  dans  la 
Louisiane  et  le  Texas,  ou  ils  constituent  une  source  de  revenus  considerables. 

La  nature  du  climat  annihile  TefFet  des  saisons  dans  la  culture  du  sol,  suriout 
quand  on  a  soin  d'^tablir  une  bonne  irrigation.  Par  consequent,  la  production 
des  fruits  et  des  legumes  pour  etre  conserves  et  confits  pourrait  devenir  unfair 
accompli  avec  une  d^pense  minime  de  frais  et  de  travail.  Ni  la  France,  ni  1* 
Californie  ne  peuvent  produire  de  meilleurs  raisins.  Les  peches,  les  llgu^' 
les  dattes  et  les  olives  peuvent  etre  cultiv6es  partout  et  r6ussir  comme  U 
**  Guayaba  *'  sauvage,  avec  laquelle  on  fait  des  confitures  exquises. 

Vos  chevaux  et  vos  mulets  sont  en  dessous  de  la  taille  moyenne.  Cette 
imperfection  provient  de  l*eievage.  L'introduction  de  nouveaux  6talons  port€- 
rait  remade  a  cette  condition  et  eifeverait  la  race  a  un  degr^  de  perfection;  ^t 
malgri  la  petitesse  du  cheval,  il  est  tr^s  fort  et  trfes  vif  et  peut  supporter  bca«»' 
coup  de  fatigue,  faisant  ainsi  preuve  de  qualit^s  admirables  sur  lesquellcs  on 
peut  compter.  Votre  b^tail  soufFre  aussi  de  la  m6me  cause.  Toutefois  il  ^^ 
de  meilleure  race  que  les  betes  a  corne  de  I'ouest  et  bien  plus  beau  comme tailk. 
L*immensit6  des  splendides   prairies  sur  lesquelles  j'ai  voyag^  sans  y  voir  de 
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mpeaux,  m'a  attrist6.  Les  valines  avec  leur  verdure  perp6tuelle,  leurs  beaux 
)res  et  leurs  cours  d*eau  limpidcs  auraient  du  fetre  codvertes  de  bestiaux  et  les 
lines  de  moucons  et  de  ch^vres  a  long  poll.  L'abondance  et  la  belle  c]uaUt6 
»  prairies  et  le  nombre  et  la  grandeur  des  cours  d'eau  limpides  rendent  le  pays 
Icialement  convenable  a  l'6Ievage  du  b6tail. 

II  existe,  parmi  une  classe  nombreuse  de  mes  compatriotes,  une  id6e  fausse 
ativement  a  la  salubrit6  des  pays  de  TAm^rique  Centrale.  Les  maladies  ne 
avent  pas  exister  dans  un  pays  ou  le  climat  est  si  6gal  (n'6tant  jamais  exces- 
ement  chaud),  ou  le  syst^me  d'6gouts  est  si.parfait,  et  ou  Teau  pure  est. si 
ondante.  Je  n'ai  jamais  vu  ailleurs  des  personnes  poss6dant  une  meilleure 
n6. 

Votre  gouvernement  est  maintenant  si  stable,  si  exempt  des  luttes  intestines, 
i  r6puisaient  autrefois,  que  la  vie  et  la  propri^t6  trouvent  dans  ce  pays,  la 
•me  protection  que  dans  le  notre,  et  cette  situation  ajoute  encore  du  prix  aux 
>sources  naturelles  du  pays. 


MEXIQUE. 

ETABLISSSEMENT  D'UNE  COLONIE  JAPONAISE. 

On  apprend  par  "El  Progreso  de  Mexico"  que  M.  Kobayashi 
:  M.  H.  Kawamura,  de  Tokio,  arriverent  a  San  Francisco  le  23 
vrier  dernier  sur  le  bateau  Gcielk^  en  route  pour  le  Mexique, 
fin  de  taire  des  arrangements  sur  une  grande  echelle,  pour  I'eta- 
issement,  dans  ce  pays,  d'une  colonic  japonaise.  M.  Kobayashi, 
ins  le  cours  d'une  entrevue,  dit  que  tous  les  preparatifs  ont  ete 
its  pour  I'etablissement  d'une  colonic  japonaise  sur  une  etendue 
-  territoire,  voisin  du  port  de  San  Benito  et  contigu  a  la  frontiere 
^  Guatemala.  Ce  territoire,  qui  a  100,000  acres  d'etendue,  a  ete 
-quis  par  le  comte  Enomoto,  ex-Ministre  de  T Agriculture  au 
ipon  et  par  un  riche  proprietaire  de  ce  pays,  enformement  au 
aite  qui  existe  entre  les  gouvernements  mexicain  et  japonais  et 
^i  flit  approve  Pan  dernier.  Les  auteurs  de  Penterprise  comp- 
nt  sur  Taide  du  gouvernement  japonais. 

Les  deux  visiteurs  sont  venus  pour  faire  une  inspection  du  ter- 
toire  et  pour  en  faire  la  distribution  parmi  les  colons,  ce  qui  aura 
^u  au  plus  tot  possible.  lis  disent  que  toute  Tetendue  sera  con- 
feree a  la  culture  de  cafe.  On  propose  en  plus,  d'etablir  une 
gne  de  bateux  a  vapeur  qui  feront  le  service  entre  les  villes  de 
an  Francisco  et  Acapulco,  se  reliant  a  la  ligne  japonaise  qui 
averse  le  Pacifique. 
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CONTRAT  AVEC  LA  "MEXICAN  TELEGRAPH  (CABLE)  COM- 
PANY." 

Le  15  novembre  1897  le  Gouvemement  du  Mexiquc,  par 
I'entremise  du  Secretaire  des  Transports  et  des  Travaux  Publics, 
a  fait  un  contrat  ratifie  en  suite  par  le  Congres  avec  la  "  Mexican 
Telegraph  (Cable)  Company,"  par  lequel  le  service  telegraphique 
international  de  la  Republique  sera  fait  par  les  lignes  de  cctte 
compagnie  en  liaison  avec  la  "Western  Union  Telegraph  Com- 
pany" des  Etats-Unis.  En  vertu  de  cet  accord  la  "Western 
Union  Company"  pourra  unir  ses  fils  a  ceux  de  la  Federation  soit 
par  moyen  de  fils  aerien  ou  sousterrains  a  Laredo,  Tamaulipa^ 
Ciudad  Juares,  Chihuahua,  et  Nogales,  soit  par  cable  sousmarin^ 

Par  les  termes  de  Particle  24  la  "  Mexican  Telegraph  Coi^^  , 
pany"  s'oblige  a  payer  au  Gouvernement  du  Mexique  15  pou^^^^^ 
cent  des  benefices  de  chaque  annee  derives  du  service  internac^^^ 
tional  de  la  Republique  par  la  frontiere  Nord  ou  par  son  cable. 

La  compagnie  garantit  que   les   15  pour  cent  mentionnes  ne  ^ 
seront  pas  moins  de   $20,000,000  par  an  pendant  la  periode  du 
contrat.     L'article  26  dit : 

D6s  la  promulgation  de  ce  contrat  et  pendant  le  temps  quil  sera  en  vigueur,  le 
service  t616graphique  international  de  la  Republique  sera  fait  seulement  par  le 
Gouvernement  F6d6ral,  la  Mexican  Telegraph  Company  et  la  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company  d'accord  avec  les  stipulations  y  6tablies  *  *  *  ^  L'ex- 
pression  **  service  t616graphique  international "  comprend  le  service  des  t616phones 
et  tout  6change  de  d6p6che,  soit  directement  par  Tusage  present  des  lignes  ou 
indirectenient  par  moyen  des  messagers  ou  outres. 

En  cas  de  non  observation  des  stipulations  du  paragraphe  1" 
de  cet  article,  la  Mexican  Telegraph  Company  pourra  suspendre 
le  pavement  de  15  pour  cent  des  benefices  ci-dessus  mentionne. 

AFFERMAGE  DES  CHEMINS  DE  FER  DE  TEHUANTEPEC. 

Un  contrat  a  ete  signe  entre  le  Gouvernement  du  Mexiquc  et 
la  maison  S.  Pearson  &  Sons  de  Londres,  par  lequel  le  Gou- 
vernement lui  loue  pour  une  periode  de  50  ans  a  partir  du  1" 
avril  1898,  le  chemin  de  fer  de  Tehuantepec  avec  toutes  ses 
dependences.  L'afFermage  amcne  I'obligation  d'etablir  des  ports 
saufs  au  deux  termini  de  la  ligne,  Coatzacualco  et  Salina  Cruz. 
Par  les  termes  du  contrat  MM.  Pearson  s&  Sons  s'obligent  a 
etablir  et  maintenir  la  ligne  en  bonnes  conditions  pour  I'exploita- 
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tion,  et  a  Texpiration  de  raffermage  a  la  delivrer  au  Gouverne- 
ment  dans  des  conditions  egales.  Le  Gouvernement  garantit  que 
la  recette  nette  de  la  ligne  montera  a  6  pour  cent  sur  la  depense 
pour  I'amelioration  de  la  ligne.  Tous  les  benefices  en  plus  de 
cette  valeur  iront  au  Tresor  National. 


NICARAGUA. 

L'INDUSTRIE  DES  BANANES  SfeCHES. 

11  y  a  quelque  temps  on  a  mentionne  dans  un  numero  du 

Bulletin,  sur  I'information  fournie  au  Bureau  par  M.  M.  J.  Clancy, 

agent  consulaire  des   Etats-Unis  a  Bluefields,  Nicaragua,  qu'on 

essayait  ^exportation  aux  Etats-Unis  et  a  I'Europe  de  bananes 

seches  afin  d'utiliser  Texces  de  la  production  du  fruit  dans  ce 

district.     On  a  constate  que  des  millions  de  petitess  grappes,  im- 

propes  a  I'exportation,  etaient  jetees  a  la  riviere  ou  abandonnees 

pourrissant  sur  le  sol.     En  plus  d'utiliser  ce  fruit,  on  a  mentionne 

aussi  qu'au  cas  de  la  reussite  de  la  tentative,  les  fabricants  des 

Etats-Unis  trouveraient  un  nouveau   debouche  pour  les  outils 

adaptes   a   cette    industrie.     La   lettre  suivante  de   M.  Clancy, 

publiee  dans  le  "  Bluefields  Recorder"  du  5  mars  1898,  est  inseree 

dans  le   Bulletin  pour  donner  des  informations  additionnelles 

""clatives  a  ce  sujet : 

Agence  Consulaire  des  Etats-Unis, 
Blue/ields,  Nicaragua,  28  evrier  i8g8, 

*^ALENTINE    BROTHERS, 

Agents  de  la  Compagnie  du  Chemin  de  Fer  du  Honduras, 

New  York  City. 

Messieurs:  J'ai  I'honneur  d'accuscr  reception  de  votrc  lettre  du  17  du  cou- 
''^nt,  relative  a  Tindustric  des  bananes  seches, 

II  y  a  dans  le  district  de  Bluefields  des  millions  de  grappes.de  bananes  de  sept 
^^insou  moinsqui  sont  annuellement  jet6es  aux  rivieres  ou  laiss6es  a  pourrir  sur 
^*^cc,  par  manque  de  d6bouch6s  pour  les  bananes  de  cette  grandeur.  Si  le 
'^^'Hmerce  de  bananes  seches  r^ussissait,  beaucoup  de  planteurs  de  la  riviere 
'^scondido  et  de  ses  affluents  en  retireraient  un  b6n6fice  considerable. 

On  ne  pcut  pas  dire  que  I'industrie  soit  encore  entree  dans  son  premier 
*^vcloppement,  pour  la  raison  que  les  machines  dont  on  se  sert  a  present  sont 
^^  fabrication  locale,  improvis6es  par  les  planteurs  cux-m6mes,  tandis  que  ceux 
^U]  se  sont  engages  dans  cette  industrie  ne  savent  absolument  rien  des  meilleurs 
^oyens  de  faire  s6cher  les  fruits.     Ce  fut  a  cause  de  cet  ^tat  de  choses  que 
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j'envoyai  une  communication   relative   a.  ce  sujet,  au   Bureau  des  R^publiqaes 
Am6ricaines  pour  publication. 

Quand  les  fabricants  de  machines  pour  s6cher  les  fruits  se  rendront  compte  do 
vaste  d6bouch6  qui  attend  les  machines  de  cette  classe,  ils  se  mettront  a  Vauvrt 
pour  en  fabriquer  qui  soient  adapt^es  a  cette  Industrie  particuli^re. 

Les  natifs  des  iles  de  Samoa  mettent  les  bananes  a  s6cher  au  soleil  et  expor- 
tent  ce  qui  ne  sert  pas  a  la  consommation  nationale,  mais  je  n'ai  pas  pu  appreodre 
a  quel  march6  ils  les  envoient.  Le  Directeur  du  Pare  ou  Mus6e  National  de 
Copenhague,  Danemark,  ferait  une  commande  pour  une  quantity  sp6cifique  men- 
suelle  de  bananes  ainsi  pr6par6es,  s'il  pouvait  trouver  quelqu'un  pour  la  rcmplir. 
La  banane  sous  cette  forme  est  employee  par  les  confiseurs  dans  la  manufacture 
de  fruits  confits,  pour  Talimentation  des  animaux  gardes  dans  les  pares  zoolo- 
giques  ou  dans  les  maisons,  et  est  consid^r^e  un  aliment  excellent.  L'Allemagnc, 
la  Norv^ge  et  la  Su^de,  ou  Tintroduction  des  bananes  scenes  a  dfeja  itt  faitc  sar 
une  petite  6chelle,  sont  de  bons  d6bouch6s.  Je  suis  inform^  qu'en  Allemagncct 
en  France  les  bananes  sont  admises  en  franchise  de  droits,  tandis  que  le  droit 
d'importation  per9u  aux  Etats-Unis  est  de  2  cents  or  par  livre. 

.  Le  fruit  se  vend  ici  a  20  cents  en  monnaie  du  Nicaragua  (8  cents  en  monnaie 
des  Etats-Unis)  la  livre,  et  se  vend  au  d6tail  a  30  cents  la  livre  en  monnaie  du 
Nicaragua.      On  ne  doit  pas  perdre  de  vue  le  fait  que,  du  aux  fluctuations  du  taui 
du  change,  le  prix   ne  peut  etre  calculi  qu'en  monnaie  des  Etats-Unis.    C'cst 
rintention  de  vendrc  les  bananes,  mises  a  bord,  et  destinies,  soit  a  la  Nouvellf 
Orleans,  soit  a  New  York,  a  10  cents  or  la  livre,  aux  n6gociants  qui  en  achtot 
de  grandes  quantit6s.     Actuellement,  le  fruit  est,  emball^  en  boites  en  bois  d'unc 
apparence  peu  attrayante,   chacune  desquelles    contient    cinq    livres.     Je  vous 
enverrai  une  boite  a  New  York,  de  meme  qu'a  Puerto  Cortez,  Honduras,  la 
semaine  prochaine. 

Quand  on  se  servira  des  appareils  propres  a  s^cher  de  grandes  quantity, !« 
bananes  scront  exp6di6es  en  barils  aux  Etats-Unis  et  a  I'Europe,  et  le  n6goaant 
en  gros  peut  en  faire  des  paquets  selon  les  exigences  de  sa  clientMc.  Aussitoi 
que  les  bananes  sont  cntiferement  mures,  on  leur  ote  la  peau  et  les  met  a  s^cher 
dans  un  four  en  tole  tout  a  fait  comme  on  fait  cuir  le  pain.  Elles  restcnt  dans 
le  four  de  24  a  48  heures,  a  une  temp6rature  qu'on  ne  connait  pas  cxactcmcnt 
parcequ'il  n*y  a  pas  de  thermom^tres  pour  obtenir  le  degr6  de  chaleur  n^^S' 
saire,  apr^s  lequel  on  les  laisse  refroidir  et  alors  elles  sont  emball6es  en  boit« 
pour  le  march^.  Six  livres  de  bananes  mures  sont  n6cessaires  pourfaircuuf 
livre  de  bananes  sfeches. 

Je  dois  remarquer  en  passant  que  le  plus  longtemps  que  ces  bananes  restcnt 
dans  le  four,  la  meilleure  est  la  cristallisation  de  la  mati^re  saccharine,  ^^ 
paralt  sur  la  surface  du  fruit  apr^s  la  dessiccation. 

De  ce  que  j'apprends,  les  fabricants  de  bananes  s^ches  qui  pr6parent  Icurpr^^" 
duit  d'une  mani^re  soignee  et  attrayante  peuvent  commander  leur  prix  ct  us 
recevront  plus  de  commandes  qu'ils  n'en  pourront  remplir.  Rcmarqucz  bien 
que  Ton  consid^re  que  les  bananes  de  Bluefields  ont  un  meilleur  gout  et  sont 
plus  nourrissantes  que  celles  de  tous  les  autres  districts,  qualit^s  qu'ellcs  conser- 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  1825 

vcraient  apr^s  la  dessiccation.  £t  encore,  BlueHelds  esc  un  des  plus  grands  dis- 
tricts productifs  de  bananes,  et  par  consequent,  produit  une  quantic6  illimit6e  de 
ce  fruit  qui  peut  scrvir  a  cette  industrie. 

On  essaie  aussi  la  fabrication  de  farine  de  bananes.  II  est  affirm^  qne  cet 
article  surpasse  de  beaucoup  le  bl^  de  sarrasin  pour  la  confection  de  gateaux  et 
que  Ton  peut  I'employer  pour  fabriquer  du  pain  et  des  buiscuits  qui  se  recom- 
mandent  hautement  aux  dyspeptiques  et  aux  malades.  On  dit  aussi  que  dans  la 
fabrication  de  la  bifere  elle  peut  remplacer  le  houblon.  Et  de  plus,  le  peu  de 
d^penses  qu'occasionne  la  production  de  cette  farine  et  le  prix  peu  6\cv6  de  vente 
lui  donnent  I'avantage  sur  les  autres  produits  de  meme  nature. 

Je  suis  sur  que  si  vous  6crivez  a  M.  Williams  Edwards,  ou  a  M.  Ed.  Neuhaus, 
Rama,  Nicaragua,  que  ces  Messieurs  prendraient  grand  plaisir  a  r^pondre  a  toute 
question  que  vous  leur  adresseriez  a  propos  de  cette  industrie,  et  si  je  puis  vous 
etre  utile  vous  n'avez  qu'a  me  commander. 

Bien  a  vous,  M.  J.  Clancy, 

Agent  Consulaire  des  Etats-  Unis, 

LE    TRANSPORT    SUR    LA    RIVlfeRE    SAN  JUAN  ET  LE  LAC 

NICARAGUA. 

M.  VV.  B.  SoRSBY,  consul  des  Etats-Unis  a  San  Juan  del  Norte, 
informe  le  Departement  d'Etat,  sous  date  du  28  fevrier,  qu'a  cause 
de  la  mesintelligence  sur  venue  entre  le  gouvernement  et  la  Nica- 
ragua Mail  Steam  Navigation  and  Trading  Company  et  de  la 
decision  rendue  par  Tarbitre  contre  la  compagnie,  tout  trafic  entre 
Granada  et  San  Juan  del  Norte  est  pour  le  moment  suspendu. 

II  parait,  selon  les  rapports  de  I'arbitre,  le  General  E.  P.  Alex- 
ander, que  pendant  plusieurs  semaines,  commen9ant  vers  le  ler 
novembre  1897,  le  gouvernement,  craignant  un  conflit  politique 
^t  une  guerre  civile,  pla9a  une  garde  de  soldats  sur  chacun  des 
^'aisseaux  de  la  compagnie,  pour  empecher  les  revolutionnaires  de 
^'^n  emparer.  Dans  ^execution  de  ce  devoir,  les  soldats  voya- 
S^aient  sur  les  vaisseaux,  se  pourvoyanteux-memesde  leurs  rations. 
La  reclamation  que  fit  la  compagnie  que  ces  troupes  fussent  con- 
^^derees  comme  passagers  et  que  le  gouvernement  payat  le  prix 
de  voyage  fut  rejetee  par  le  General  E.  P.  Alexander,  prie  par 
*^s  deux  parties  de  servir  comme  arbitre. 

En  consequence  de  cette  decision,  la  compagnie  de  navigation 
^rreta  tout  trafic  de  transport  sur  les  lacs  et  les  rivieres,  et  le  gou- 
vernement s'empara  ofBciellement  de  tous  les  vaisseaux. 

Le  Consul  Sorsby  dit  qu'en  toute  probabilite  le  gouvernement 


i826 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


continuera  le  service  pour  son  propre  compte,  de  sorte  que  les 
communications  avec  Pinterieur  seront  retablies.  Les  bateaux  a 
vapeur,  de  meme  que  le  contrat  avec  le  gouvemcment,  appartien- 
nent  a  M.  Pellas,  sujet  italien. 


SAINT-DOMINGUE. 

Le  tableau  suivant,  compile  par  la  "San  Domingo  Improv^ 
ment  Company,"  des  demieres  statistiques  officielles,  montrc 
Texportation  des  principales  productions  de  Saint-Domingue 
pour  une  serie  d'annees  a  partir  de   1892: 


Articles. 

Sucre. . . . 

. .  .livres. . 

Caf6 

. . .  .do. . . . 

Cacao  . . . 

. . . .do   . . . 

Tabac  . . . 

. . . .do. . . . 

Miel .... 

.  .ffallons. . 

Cire 

. .  .I'vres. 

Peaux  de 

ch^vres. . . 

Cuirs 

1892. 


Cornes 

Campeche 

Mora 

Bera 

Dividivi 

Blocs  d  acajou pieds. . 

Fourches  en  acajou 

Espinillo pieds. . 

Cedre do 

Abcy do. . . . 

Yaya do. . . . 

Guavacan livres. . 

Vieux  cuivre do. . . . 

Noix  de  kola 

Ecaillc  detortue livres. . 

R6sine do. . . . 

Rhum gallons. . 

Banancs grappes. . 

Dollars  mexicains 

Or  am^ricain 

M^lasse gallons . . 


56,  501,  700 
1, 105,  500 
2, 146,  000 

i3»  103.300 
83,  922 

1.543 
7,670 

II,  708 


38,413,760 
15,685 

293,  440 
!26,  880 

859,  482 
96,  916 

155.359 
12,000 


471, 188 

5,  642,  560 

17,060 


424 
45.  542 


316,096 


1893- 


68,  833,  400 
3,  104.  050 
4,154,600 

14,  620,  800 

103,473 

2.375 
10,  207 

27,  729 

800 

41,657.280 

3.012,800 

40,  320 

789,600 

104,651 

1,042,945 

121,  740 

315 

3.625 

622, 127 

6, 493,  760 

2,095 


426 

4.350 

43.  433 
400 


1896. 


8,470 


86,  866, 

2. 422. 

4.308, 

6,  332. 

38. 

292. 

58, 
13. 

23, 070, 

389. 
1,460, 

1,304. 

232, 

62. 

90, 

58. 

2, 

12, 

1,208, 

4. 


7. 

2, 

88, 

180, 


239 

399 

823 

208 
562 
828 
124 
490 
92S 
000 
000 
480 

929  j 

498 ! 

725 
892 

160 

740 

000 

000 

029 

400 

257 
944 
160 

153 
160 


1.777.119 


1897. 


106,351,556 

3.784.095 
4,695,606 

6,632,541 

54.S<M 

379. 140 
7a  122 

27,671 
4,010 

5.7i5.a«o 

736. 7» 
9,922.415 
1,768.470 

328. 813 
32,316 

296,241 

52,243 
3,920 

8.500 

1,721.69a 

1.400 


329 
3.466 

200 

305.662 

492.997 
4SO 

I,S47.4I7 


VENEZUELA 

TARIF  DOUANIER  DE   1897-98. 

[Troisi^me  edition,  fascicule  30. — Suite  du  num^ro  d'avril.] 

§   7. — Classe  VII. 

Droits. — J  bolivars  par  kilogramme. 

fiventails  dc  tout  genre, 

Amers  non  d^nomm^s,  quelque  soit  le  contenant. 
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Cartes  a  jouer. 

Cannes  a  6p6e  ou  avec  armes  a  feu. 
Bourses  en  lin  ou  en  coton. 

Chaussectes,  bas,  franges,  glands,  dentelles,  rubans,  bandes,  cordons,  passe- 
cnterie,  peluches,  bonnets,  manteaux  ou  capelines,  ceintures,  nceuds,  Epaulettes, 
laussons  et  gants,  en  laine  pure  ou  m61ang6e  de  coton. 

Chaussures  simplement  d6coupEes  ou  sans  semelles  et  tapis  en  peau  de  mouton. 
Chemises  confectionn6es  en  coton^  sans  aucune  partie  en  HI. 
Bouts  en  cuir  pour  espadrilles. 

Carpettes,  tapis  et  tous  autres  articles  au  crochet,  a  Texception  de  ceux  de  soie. 
Chasubles,  bourses  pour  corporal,  nappes  d'autel,  chapes,  dalmatiques,  6toles, 
anipules,  corporaux,  bandes  et  autres  ornements  sacerdotaux  et  a  I'usage  des 
Uses. 

Cigarettes  en  papier  ou  en  feuilles  de  mais. 
Cravates  en  coton,  crin  ou  laine. 

Rideaux,  tentures  et  moustiquaires,  en  lin  ou  en  coton. 
Bretelles,  corsets,  ceintures,  cache-corsets  et  jarreti^res,  de  toute  sorte. 
Jupons,  jupes,  robes  de  chambre  ou  matin6es,  gros  jupons,  taies  d'oreiller, 
cuses,  de  lin  pur  ou  m61ang6  de  coton,  except^  ceux  en  batiste  de  lin  pur  ou 
ElangE  de  coton  qui  suivent  le  regime  de  la  Classe  VIII. 
Dentelles,  bandes  brod6es,  blondes,  entre-deux,  rubans,  bordures,  Epaulettes, 
ands,  cordons,  franges,  chaussons,  Echarpes,  tresses,  gants  et  passementerie,  de 
n  ou  de  coton. 

Ep6cs,  sabres,  poignards  et  couteaux  fins  de  chasse,  tromblons,  pistolets,  re  vol-: 
ers,  fusils  de  chasse,  mousquetons,  fusils  de  guerre,  rifles,  carabines  et  autres 
rmes  d'artillerie  ou  d*infanterie,  ainsi  que  leurs  projectiles,  capsules  et  amorces 
Icur  usage ;  cheminEes,  platines,  cartouches  charg6es  ou  vides,  et  tout  ce  qui  se 
^pporte  aux  armes  blanches  ou  a  feu,  ainsi  que  les  armes  a  air  comprimE  pour 
irera  la  cible. 
Alumettes  pyrotechniqucs  ou  a  feu  de  Bengale. 
Fcux  d'artifice. 

Housses  et  couvertures  de  cheval,  de  tout  genre. 

Chaussettes  de  lin  pur  ou  mElangE  de  coton,  et  chaussettes  en  coton  tordu  dit 
1  d'Ecosse. 

Poires  a  poudre  et  sacs  a  plomb,  boites  a  capsules,  bourses  et  carniers  de  chasse. 
Mousseline,  crEpon  de  coton  de  couleur,  linon,  gaze  de  coton  dite  rengue, 
ir^ge,  grenadine,  organdi,  z6phir,  toile  de  lin  dite  clarin,  dulce  sueho,  tarla- 
ne,  imite,  batiste  de  Hollande,  petite  batiste  de  coton,  blanche  ou  de  couleur, 
lie,  ouvrag6e,  a  jour  ou  brod6e,  en  pieces  ou  en  coupons  pour  vetements,  et 
us  autres  tissus  semblables  non  d6nomm6s  dans  d'autres  classes. 
Mousseline  et  batiste  de  lin  pur  ou  m61ang6,  6crue  ou  de  couleur,  en  pieces  ou 
coupons  pour  vetements. 

Panne  (pamlla)  et  peluche  de  coton,  imitation  de  velours,  en  pieces  ou  en 
3ans. 

Drap  ordinaire  ou  de  fantaisie,  casimir,  cassinette,  mousseline,  satin,  tr*icot, 
nelle,  lanilla,  alEpine,  alpaga,  cambron,  mErinos,  serge,  lasting,  damas  et  tous 
tres  tissus  de  laine  pure  ou  m61ang6e  de  coton  non  d6nomm6s  dans  d'autres 
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classes,  a  moins  qu'ils  ne  soient  confectionn^s  en  vetements,  ce  qui  les  sou- 
xnettrait  au  regime  de  la  Classe  IX. 

Chales,  grands  et  petits,  foulards  et  fichus,  en  mousseline,  linon,  tricot  ou 
autre  tissu  fin  de  coton. 

Mouchoirs,  chale,  grands  ec  petits,  foulards,  tapis  de  table,  camisoles  en  lainc 
pure  ou  m61ang6e  de  coton,  sans  ornements  ou  broderies  en  soie. 

Parapluies,  encas,  ombrelles  et  parasols,  de  soie  pure  ou  m61ang6e  de  laine  ou 
de  coton. 

Peaux  tannics,  ouvr^es  sous  toutes  formes,  non  d6nomm6es  dans  d'autm 
classes. 

Guipure  ou  tulle,  de  coton  ou  de  pite. 

Selles,  tdti^res,  fontes  a  fusil  ou  a  pistolet,  guides,  sangles,  croupi^rcs  et  cou- 
vertures  de  cheval  en  peau  de  mouton,  de  toute  esp^ce. 

Tabac  brut  et  cotes  de  tabac. 

§  8. — Classe  VIII. 

Droits, — 10  bolivars  par  kilogramme, 

Ornements  pour  la  tete  et  r6silles  de  tout  genre. 

Cheveux  et  leurs  imitations,  ouvr6s  ou  non. 

Chemises  confectionn6es,  en  lin  ou  laine,  et  chemises  en  coton  ayam  unc 
partie  quelconque  en  lin;  pantalons,  jaquettes,  blouses,  gilets,  cale^ons,  vcstes, 
paletots,  vestons,  redingotes  et  tous  autres  vdtements  confectionn^s  pour  hom- 
mes,  en  lin  ou  coton,  non  d6nomm6s  dans  d'autres  classes. 

Cols,  devants  de  chemises  et  manchettes,  en  lin  ou  coton,. pour  hommcs  ct 
femmes. 

Hamacs  en  filet,  de  toute  sorte. 

Jupons,  jupes,  gros  jupons,  taies  d*oreiller  et  matin6es,  en  batiste  ou  tissu 
clair  de  lin  (clarin),  purs  ou  m61ang6s  de  coton. 

Fheurs  et  fruits  artificiels,  non  d^nommes,  et  fournitures  pour  confcctionncr 
les  fleurs,  a  Texception  du  papier  peint  employ^  a  cet  usage,  qui  est  rangHans 
la  Classe  VI. 

Gants  de  peau,  excepte  les  gants  d'escrime  qui  suivent  le  regime  de  laCias^*- 

Batiste  de  Hollande,  tissu  clair  {clarin),  tricot,  z6phyr,  linon,  tarlatanc, 
mousseline  et  tous  autres  tissus  fins  de  lin  ou  de  coton,  ouvr6s  en  articles  tf^^ 
que  fraises,  ruches,  bonnets  d*enfants,  jupes,  manchettes,  chemisettes  ct  au^^^ 
objets  et  ornements  non  d6nomm6s  dans  d'autres  classes. 

Joyaux,  perles,  bijoux,  pierres  et  objets  pr6cieux,  articles  en  or  ct  en  argent 
et  articles  fabriqu^s  en  partie  avec  ces  metaux ;  montres  de  toute  mati^r^^^ 
boites  ou  Serins  vides  pour  montres  ou  autres  objets  pr6cieux,  mcme  impor^^ 
s6par6ment. 

Livres  et  albums,  dans  la  confection  desquels  entrent  du  velours,  de  lasoi^ 
la  nqcre,  de  T^caille,  de  Tivoire,  du  cuir  de   Russie  ou   des   filets  ou  ornemcn 
dor^s  ou  argent^s. 

Mouchoirs  de  lin  pur  ou  melange  de  coton. 

Reliures  pour  livres,  import^es  s6par6ment,  et  cou  vertures  mobiles  pourli^'f^ 

Plumes  pour  chapeaux  et  bonnets  et  autres  usages  similaires,  ct  panaches  pou 
corbillards  import6s  s6par^ment  des  voitures. 
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lie  pure  ou  m61ang6e  d'autre  mati^re  et  tissus  d'autres  mati^res  m61ang6es  de 

issus  de  toute  mati^re^  m^lang6s  ou  brod6s  d'or  ou  d*argent  fins  ou  faux,  a 

eption  des  ornements  sacerdotaux  et  a  I'usage  des  6glises  compris  dans  la 

>c  VII. 

issus  de  laine  pure  ou  m61ang6e  de  coton,  pr6par6s  pour  moustiquaires,  ten- 

i,  rideaux  et  autres  articles  non  d6nomm6s  ant6rieurement. 

abac  manufacture  et  pr6par6  sous  toutes  les  formes,  i  I'exception  du  tabac 

6  pour  cigarettes,  du  tabac  en  carottes  et  du  tabac  tordu  a  micher.     Sont 

:ment  ranges  dans  cette  classe,  les  cigarettes  rouMes  dans  une  feuille  de  tabac. 

§  9. — Classe  IX. 

Droits. — 20  bolivars  par  kilogramme. 

ffiches    et    annonces  sur  carton    et  feuilles  volantes,  imprim^es  ou   litho- 

hi6es. 

>ites  pour  le  conditionnement  des  cigarettes. 

rculaires  imprim^es  ou  Iithographi6es. 

liquettcs  et  prospectus  imprimis  ou  lithographies,  n'adh6rant  a  aucun  objet, 

irtes  de  visite  imprim6es  avec  ou  sans  dessins  en  couleur. 

rap  ordinaire  ou  de  fantaisie,  casimir,  satin,  tricot,  flanelle,  al6pine,  alpaga. 

Won,  serge,  lastings  et  damas,  de  laine  pure  ou  m61ang6e  de  coton,  en  v6tc- 

:s  confection n6s  pour  hommes. 

iveloppes  a  lettres,  achev6es  ou  simplement  d^coup^es,  de  toute  sorte. 

Kapeaux,    bonnets,    toques   et   casquettes,  avec  ornements,  pour  dames  et 

tes. 

hapeaux  en  peluche  de  soie  noire,  hauts  de  forme,  et  autres  chapeaux  de  ce 

lat,  de  toute  mati^re,  y  compris  les  chapeaux  claques,  les  chapeaux  simple- 

t  coup6s,  les   feutres   foul6s  et   toute   autre  esp^ce   de  chapeaux   finis  ou  a 

ci6  Hnis,  a  I'exception  seulement  des  chapeaux  de  paille  et  de  leurs  imitations. 

!artcs-annonces  (grandes)  imprim^es  ou  lithographi^es. 

'arlatane,  soie,  laine,  batiste  de  Hollande,  tissu  clair  (clarin),  z6phyr,  linon, 

isseline  et  tous  autres  tissus  de  lin  ou  de  coton,  confectionn6s  en  vetements 

r  dames. 

etements  de  laine,  de  coton  ou  de  lin,  pour  hommes,  except^  ceux  d6nom- 

dans  d'autres  classes. 


^T.  2.   Les  droits  de  douane  scront  per^us  d'aprfes  le  poids  brut  en  bolivars 
•n  times  de  bolivar. 

^T.  3.   Est  prohib^e  Timportation  des  articles  suivants : 
^ilc  de  coco,  eau-de-vie  de  canne,  coton,  amidon,  indigo,  cacao,  caf6,  melasse 
*^icl  de  Sucre  ou  d'abcillcs,  viande  sal6e  en  tasajo,  sel,  dynamite,  racine  de 
parcille,   monnaie  d'or  fausse  et  monnaie  d'argent,  appareils  i  frapper  la 
*Jaic,  a  moins  qu'ils  ne  soient  import6s  pour  le  compte  de  I'Etat; 
haussures  confectionn6es  et  cuir  tann6  pour  la  fabrication  des  chaussures, 
Qicttes  de  toute  sorte. 
BuU.  Ko.  10 12 
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§  UNIQUE.  Si  le  Pouvoir  Ex^cutif  juge  opportun  d'autoriser  Pimportation  par 
les  douanes  de  la  R6publique  de  quelque  article  prohib^,  il  Hxera  le  droit  dont 
cet  article  devra  6tre  frapp6,  et  il  en  rendra  compte  au  Congr^s  a  sa  premise 
reunion. 

Art.  4,  Le  Pouvoir  Ex^cutif  pourra  prohiber  totalement  ou  particUcmcnt 
I'importation  de  tissus  de  toute  sorte,  de  vetemcnts  confectionn^s  et  de  chapcaux 
de  toute  sorte,  de  bonnets,  toques  et  casquettes  et  en  interdirc  I'entr^c  par  les 
douanes  de  la  R6publique  dans  le  cas  que  les  industries  et  ateliers  s'occupant  de 
la  fabrication  de  ces  articles  soient  assez  d6velopp6s  pour  faire  face  aux  bcsoins 
de  la  consommation,  sans  que  les  acheteurs  aient  a  souffHr  de  cette  mesure  de 
prohibition. 

Art.  5.  Pour  Timportation  par  les  douanes  de  la  R^publique  des  armes  a  fea 
frapp6es  de  droits,  de  la  poudre,  du  plomb,  des  capsules,  des  amorces,  des  pierres 
a  fusil,  du  salpdtre  et  de  toutes  autres  mati^res  explosibles  non  d6nomm6es  daos 
la  pr6sente  lot,  il  faudra  la  permission  ou  I'ordre  du  Gouvernement  g^n^ral 

§  UNIQUE.  Les  armes  de  precision  et  les  articles  de  guerre  exclusivemcnt  dcs- 
tin6s  au  materiel  des  pares  d'artillerie  ne  peuvent  etre  import6s  que  par  Ic  Gou- 
vernement national. 

Art.  6.  Pour  les  articles  d^nomm^s  dans  le  tarif,  on  nc  tiendra  pas  compic 
de  la  mati^re  dont  ils  se  composent,  mais  de  la  classe  dans  laquelle  ils  sent  ranges. 
Ainsi  les  bandages,  seringues,  clysopompes,  jouets  d'enfants,  masques,  lunettes, 
porte-feuilles,  porte-cartes  et  autres  articles  d^nommds  payent  les  droits  de  la 
classe  a  laquelle  ils  appartiennent,  quelle  que  soit  la  mati^re  dont  ils  sont  fabri- 
qu6s,  a  moins  quails  n*aient  des  parties  en  or  ou  en  argent,  ce  qui  les  fcraii 
rentrer  dans  la  Classe  VIII, 

Art.  7.  Les  colis  qui  renferment  des  6chantillons  de  tissus  en  petits  coupons 
et  des  6chantillons  de  papier  de  tenture,  pesant  plus  de  25  kilogrammes,  paye* 
ront,  pour  le  poids  exc^dant  25  kilogrammes,  les  droits  de  la  Classe  III. 

Art.  8.  Lorsque  Ton  introduira  des  marchandises  ou  autres  produits  sajcis 
au  payement  des  droits  d'importation,  et  que  ces  articles  seront  inconnus  dans 
le  pays,  ou  ne  seront  point  d6nomm6s  dans  le  tarif,  ni  mentionn6s  dans  des  deci- 
sions plus  r^centes  du  minist^re  des  finances,  les  importateurs  pourront  relaiercc 
fait  dans  leurs  manifestes  et  adresser  au  Gouvernement  une  requetc  examinee 
par  la  douane  respective  et  accompagn6e  d'un  6chantilIon,  afin  de  pcrnnettre 
d'attribuer  a  ces  articles  la  denomination  ou  la  classification  qui  leur  est  proprc 

Art.  9.  Les  machines,  outils  et  autres  instruments  pour  I'exploitation  des 
mines  ne  jouissent  de  Texemption  des  droits  d'importation  qu*unc  scale  ro'^ 
pour  chaque  soci6t6  mini&re,  et  les  pieces  de  rechange  import6es  pour  rempla^^' 
celles  qui  sont  entries  ant6rieurement  en  franchise  ne  jouiront  plus  d^ 
Texemption. 

Art.  10.  Les  douanes  maritimes  ne  pourront  autoriser,  sans  Tordrc  p^^*' 
lable  du  ministfere  des  finances,  Tentr^e  des  machines  et  appareils  comprisdansl^ 
n®'  6,  21,  22  et  23  du  tarif,  ni  des  objets  artistiques  ayant  un  caractferc  monu* 
mental.  Pour  obtcnir  cette  autorisation,  les  int6ress6s  adresseront,  pourchaqi^^ 
cas,  au  ministfere  des  travaux  publics  une  requete  examinee  par  la  douane  respec- 
tive, sollicitant  la  libre  importation  desdits  articles. 

Art.  1 1.   Les  articles  Strangers  n'ayant  pas  servi,  que  les  passagers  iniport^^ 
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ans  leurs  bagages^  acquitteront  20  pour  cent  en  plus  du  droit  qui  leur  est  appli- 
ible  d'apr^s  le  tarif. 

Art.  12.  Le  Pouvoir  Ex6cutif  est  autoris6  a  diminuer  ct  supprimer  les  taxes 
11  present  tarif  applicable  aux  produits  alimentaires  dc  premiere  n6cessit6 
irsque  des  circonstances  impr6vues  rendront  n6cessaires  ces  modifications,  en 
mdant  compte  au  congrfes  des  mesures  qu'il  aura  cru  devoir  adopter. 

Art.  13.  Si  des  articles  sont  import^s  d^mont^s  en  un  seul  colis  ou  dans  des 
dUs  disiincts,  ils  acquitteront  les  droits  applicables  a  ces  articles  quand  ils  sont 
nport^s  non  d6mont6s. 

Art.  14.  Sont  abrog6s  le  d^cret  du  Pouvoir  Ex^cutifdu  i^^avril  1893,  relatif 
iix  droits  d'importation,  et  les  decisions  post^rieures  sur  la  matifere. 

REGIME    APPLICABLE    AUX    COLIS    POSTAUX. 

strait   d**  la  circulaire  du  Ministdre  des  Finances,  du  16  novembre  1896. — Gaceta  oficial  du  18 

novembre  1896,  n*  6868.] 

Si  des  colis  postaux  rcnferment  des  marchandises  rang6es  dans  des  classes  dif- 
irentes  du  tarif,  leurs  bordereaux  devront  mentionncr  le  poids  de  chaque  esp^cc 
e  marchandises,  et  si  chaque  marchandise  pfese  moins  d'un  demi-kilogramme, 
lie  sera  toujours  consid^r6e  commc  pesant  un  demi-kilogramme  et  tax^e  en  con- 
6quencc.  La  meme  rfegle  s'appliquera  a  Temballage,  qui  payera  le  droit  appli- 
able  a  Tarticle  le  moins  impost  qu'il  conditionne,  a  moins  que  ledit  emballage 
ic  rentre  par  sa  nature  dans  une  classe  plus  impos6e  du  tarif. 

[Fin.] 


EXTENSION  DES  CHEMINS  DE  PER. 

Le  tableau  suivant  montre  I'extension  totale  des  chemins  de  fer 
qui  sont  en  ce  moment  en  operation  au  Venezuela,  ainsi  que  la 
nationalite  des  proprietaires  des  differentes  lignes.  On  remarquera 
jue  les  Etats-Unis  y  figurent  assez  pauvrement. 


'aracas-Valencia ■  Allemande 

;^racas-Laguiara Anglaise 

;^'"acas-Petare do 

:^racas-El  V^alle i  Nationale. 

^'<^ncia- Puerto  Cabello |  Anglaise  , 

"caca-Aroa I do 

Hacha-Barquisimeto do 


■*  Ceiba-Valera, 
^'^ta  Barbara-El  Vijia. 
:'*«:ontrado-La  Fria... 

:*^enero-San  Jos6 

'^^nia-Naricual 

?^iquetia-Macuto  . . . . , 
^^U,Coro 


Extension  totale, 


Nationale. . . 
Fran9aise. . . 
Nationale. . . 
Kollandaise 
Nationale. . . 

....do  

Etats-Unis. . 


Kilo- 
mitres.* 


179 
37 
10 

8 

55 
89 

88 

90 

60 

100 

33 
36 

8 
17 


810 


*  I«e  kilomdtre  6quivaut  ^  0.62137  mille. 
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INAUGURATION  D'UN  ENTREPOT  D'fiCHANTILLONS  A 

CARACAS. 

L'inauguration  ofRcielle  de  I'Entrepot  d'Echanti lions  pour 
Texposition  des  manufactures  americaines,  etabli  par  I'Association 
Nationale  des  Manufacturiers  Americains,  a  eu  lieu  le  29  mars 
dernier  a  Caracas,  capitale  du  Venezuela.  Parmi  les  personnes 
presentes  a  Tinauguration,  on  remarquait  le  general  Don  Ignacio 
Andrade,  President  de  la  Republique,les  Membres  du  Cabinet, 
Phonorable  Francis  B.  Loomis,  Ministredes  Etats-Unisje  Secre- 
taire de  Legation,  et  plusieurs  autres  membres  du  Corps  Diplo- 
matique, ainsi  que  beaucoup  de  dames  et  de  messieurs  qui  avaicnt 
ete  invites  a  assister  a  cette  fete. 

Le  "Journal  Commercial  de  New  York,"  dans  ses  numerosdes 
12  et  13  avril,  contient  des  rapports  etendus  et  detailles  sur  les 
ceremonies  faites   a   cette   inauguration.     M.   Rudolphe  Dolge. 
delegue  special  de  ^Association  Nationale  des  Manufacturiers,  et 
dont  les  efforts  ont  largement  contribue  a  faire  reussir  cette  entre- 
prise,  fit  le  discours  d'ouverture,  appelant  I'attention  sur  les  avanta- 
ges  de  ^Exposition  qui  augmenteraient    le  commerce  entre  le 
Venezuela    et  les  Etats-Unis.     Cette    exposition  est^    selon  M. 
DoLGE,  une  entreprise  d'une  importance  nationale  qui  n'aspire  a 
aucun  profit  materiel  quel  qu'il  soit,  desireuse  seulement  de  pre- 
senter au  commerce,  a  Tagriculture,  et  au  public  en  general,  des. 
echantillons  de  manufactures  et  de  produits  americains.    Sclo^^ 
M.  DoLGE,  ^Exposition  estdestinee  a  etre  une  exposition  perm 
nente,  pourvue  d'un  bureau  de  renseignements  qui  sera  toujou 
pret  a  aider  de  son  mieux  le  commerce  du  Venezuela  avec  l^s 
Etats-Unis  d'Amerique.     II  termina  son  discours  en  remerciant  le 
President  Andrade  au  nom  des  Etats-Unis  d' Amerique,  de  s-^5 
efforts  et   de  son  encouragement  en  faveur  de  Tentreprise,  i^^^ 
Tetablissement  signifie  "TUnion  commerciale  de  deux  contrces, 
unies  aussi  par  d'autres  liens." 

Le  President  Andrade  repondit  en  termes  elogieux  et  approM' 
tits,  souhaitant  a  Tentreprise  une  grande  prosperite  et  un  gni"" 
succes,  exprimant  sa  satisfaction  personnelle  de  voir  la  puissantc 
Republique  du  Nord  attiree  vers  nos  ports  pour  nous  offrir  le  fruit 
de  ses  experiences  et  le  resultat  admirable  du  genie  et  du  travail  de 
ses  fils.     Ici  se  trouve  un  peuple,  brave  et  honnete,  qui  desire  tra- 
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vailler;  nos  ports  sont  ou verts  sans  restriction,  au  progres  et  aux 
forces  productives  de  Tetranger.  Des  territoires  etendus  et  des 
montagnes  fertiles  ofFrent  des  recompenses  abondantes  a  Phomme 
intelligent  et  aux  bras  qui  dcsirent  cultiver  et  exploiter  le  pays." 
Le  Ministre  Loomis  a  ensuite  pris  la  parole,  s'appuyant  sur  la 
grande  influence  qu'aurait  cette  entreprise  sur  Tavenir  commercial 
des  deux  nations,  la  considerant  comme  le  pas  le  plus  important 
qui  ait  jamais  ete  fait  pour  I'augmentation  des  relations  com- 
merciales  du  Nouveau  Monde,  depuis  Tepoque  de  Texpedition  du 
Commodore  Perry  au  Japon,  pla9ant  ainsi  ce  pays  en  communi- 
cations intimes  avec  le  monde. 

Note. — Le  rapport  d^taill6  du  Ministre  Loomis,  sur  les  c^r^monies  faites  i 

'  occasion  de  1 'inauguration  de  I'Entrepot  d'Echantillons  a  Caracas,  vient  d'fttre 

'"^fu  du  D6partement  d'Etat,  et  il  a  6t6  public  en  entier  dans  les  premieres  pages 

"^s  Rapports  Consulaires  des  Etats-Unis.     On  regrette  bcaucoup  que  le  rapport 

^'f  M  rc^u  trop  tard  pour  6tre  publi6  dans  le  num6ro  courant  du  Bulletin 

SVSTfeME  DE  TRAMWAYS  fiLECTRIQUES  A  CARACAS. 

^es  JVIiscellanees  Commerciales  dans  le  Bulletin  du  mois  de 

^     '*'^r,    contiennent  une  notice  annon9ant  que  la  concession  qui 

^'t  accordee  en  juillet  1896,  pour  Pinstallation  d'un  systeme  de 

•  ni  Ways  electriques  dans  la  ville  Caracas,  a  ete  annulee,  parce  que 

^^ncessionnaires  n'ont  pas  rempli  les  termes  du  contrat. 

^     l3ureau  a  re9u  une  communication  de  M.  Eugenio  Men- 

^^-^    ^dministrateur  de  ladite  entreprise,  dans  laquelle  il  dit  que 

^^ricr^ssion  n'a  pas  ete  annulee,  mais  que  le  25  October  1897, 

*^  ^crc:ordc  une  prorogation  de  quinze  ans,  se  terminant  en  1915, 

^Vi.torisation  d'employer  la  force  electrique. 


CU 


URE    DU    CAFE    DANS    LES   ILES   HAWAI. 


Le^s 


premieres  pages  des  Rapports  Consulaires  des  Etats-Unis 

^^nent  un  rapport  dctaille  sur  le  sujet  ci-dessus,  ecrit   par 

^^M  Hy WOOD,  Consul  des  Etats-Unis  aux  lies  HAawa'i.     Le 

rapport    contient  une  evaluation  des  depenses  de  la  production 
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cafeiere  dans  ces  lies,  public  par  le  Departement  des  Affaires 
Etrangeres.  Cette  estimation  et  les  observations  de  M.  Haywood 
ici  publiees  peuvent  etre  d'interet  aux  personnes  engagees  dans  la 
production  du  cafe  dans  les  contrees  de  ce  continent 

L'estimation  suivante  est  extraite  d'une  brochure  publi6e  par  le  D6partcmcm 
des  Relations  Ext6rieures  d'Hawal.  Cette  Evaluation  rcnferme  le  cout  d'unc 
plantation  de  100  acres,  dont  75  plant6es  de  cafE,  depuis  la  premiere  jusqu'a 
la  septi^me  ann6e,  quand  on  suppose  que  les  recoltes  d6dommageront  les  d^pcnses 
premieres  et  produiront  un  solde.  Cette  brochure,  publi6e  en  1896,  a  du  eirc 
bas6e  sur  des  faits  tr^s  positifs,  mais  un  examen  des  entrevues  que  j'ai  eues  sur 
ce  sujet  ne  peuvent  manquer  de  convaincre  le  lecteur  que  la  production  cstimfe 
a  et6  obtenue.  La  seule  observation  que  je  d6sire  faire  est  a  propos  du  salaire 
accord^  au  r6gisseur.  On  calcule  sur  un  salaire  de  $1,200  par  an,  sans  faire 
ancune  provision  pour  les  d6penses  ordinaires  de  la  vie  du  r6gisseur.  D*abord, 
je  nc  crois  pas  possible  qu'on  puisse  obtenir  un  r6gisseur  competent  pour 
$1,200  por  an  qui  prenne  la  direction  de  75  acres  de  caf5  et  les  fassc  pro- 
duire  la  r6colte  estim6e.  Si  le  propri^taire  les  administre  lui-m6me  la  soramc 
sp6cifi6e  suffira  pour  son  entretien  et  Temploi  casuel  d'un  homme  competent 
pour  surveiller  le  travail  plus  important,  tel  que  le  plantage,  etc.  On  vcrraquc 
cette  Evaluation  exige  un  capital  de  $1,200. 

Evaluation  des  depenses  de  I'etablissement  d^une  plantation  cafeiere  de  75  acm 

et  de  son  maintien  de  la  lere  h  la  je  annee, 

PREMIERE    ANN^E. 

Achat  de  100  acres  de  terres  publiques,  a  $10  par  acre $1,000 

Maison  du  rEgisseur  et  reservoir  d'eau 600 

Logements  des  ouvriers  et  reservoir  d'eau 350 

D6frichage  de  50  acres  de  terrain,  a  $20  par  acre 1,000 

Cloture 300 

Achat  de  65,000  plantes  de  cafE  d'un  an,  a  $5  par  mille 325 

Alignement,  creusage  et  plantage  de  50  acres 600 

Salaire  du  r6gisseur,  un  an i  ,200 

Gages  de  six  Japonais,  pour  un  an,  a  $15  par  mois 1,080 

Achat  d'outils  et  de  pEpiniferes 500 

$6,95S 

DEUXikME    ANN^E. 

Salaire  du  rEgisseur 1,200 

Gages  de  six  Japonais i ,080 

Travail  en  sus,  alignement  creusage  et  de  plantage  de  25  acres.  300 

Divers ^00 

3>o^o 

10,035 


h 


BUREAU    OP    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  ^835 

TROXSI^ME    ANN^E. 

Salaire  du  r6gisseur $1 ,200 

Gages  de  neuf  Japonais 1,620 

Baiiroent  pour  decortiquer  et  sfecher  le  cat6 500 

Machine  pour  decortiquer  avec  engin  ct  chaudron 500 

Travail  en  sus  pour  la  cueillette,  la  decortication  ct  le  desseche- 

ment  de  20,000  livres  de  caf6  (50  acres),  a  4  cents  par  livre  800 
Pour  peler,  brunir  et  assortir  20,000  livres  de  caf6,  a  1  cent  la 

livre 200 

divers  (sacs,  fret,  etc.) 250 

$5,070 

CREDIT. 

^  ^a  ventc  de  20,000  livres  de  caf6,  a  18  cents 3,600 


QUATRI^ME    ANN^E. 

^^^e  du  R^gisseur 1,200 

^^s  de  neuf  Japonais 1,620 

^'^  en  sus  pour  la  cueillette,  la  decortication  et  le  desseche- 
'^ent  - 

^*^»^>c:>o  livres  de  caf6  (50  acres),  a  4  cents  par  livre 2,000 

p          ^»Ooo  livres  (25  acres)  de  cafe  de  plantes  de  trois  ans. .  .  400 

DP^ler,  brunir  et  assortir  60,000  livres,  a  1  cent  la  livre  . .  600 

VS^.cs,  fret,  etc.) 400 


ii>505 


6,220 


CREDIT. 

Pai 


17*725 


^^   de  60,000  livres  de  caf6,  a  18  cents 10,800 


CONQUlfeME    ANN^E. 

Gages    ^ 


6,925 


Salai^c^    ^  ^      .  . 

*^  vi  regisseur 1 ,  200 


C-    neuf  japonais 1,620 

-,     ^^^,  decortication  et  dessechemeiit  de  60,000  livres  de 

p              ^  S  o  acres)  et  25,000  livres  (25  acres),  a  4  cents 3,400 

-^.       *^^*^r,  brunir  et  assortir  8c, 000  livres,  a  1  cent  la  livre  .  .  8co 

Divers     r  ^         r  \ 

V  ^acs,  frets,  etc. ) 500 


7,570 


i4>495 


Par  la.  >^ 


CREDIT. 

ute  de  85,000  livres  de  cafe,  a  18  cents 1  5,300 

^olde 905 
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SIXI^ME    ANN^E. 

Salaire  du  r6gisseur $1,200 

Gages  de  neuf  Japonais 1 ,620 

Cueillctte,  decortication  et  dess^chement  de  75,000  livrcs  de 
caf6  (50  acres)  et  25,000  livres  (25  acres),  soit  100,000  livres, 

a  4  cents 4,000 

Pour  peler,  brunir  et  assortir  100,000  livres,  a  1  cent 1,000 

Divers  (sacs,  fret,  etc.) 1 ,000 

$8,820 

CREDIT. 

Par  la  vente  de  100,000  livres  de  caf6,  a  18  cents 18,000 

Soldp  en  faveur  de  la  plantation 10,085 

SEPTI^ME    ANN^E. 

Salaire  du  regisseur 1,200 

Gages  de  douze  Japonais 2,160 

Cueillette,  decortication  et  dess6chement  de  125,000  livres  de 

caft,  a  4  cents 5,000 

Pour  peler,  brunir  et  assortir  125,000  livres,  a  1  cent if250 

Divers  (sacs,  fret,  etc.) 1 ,200 

10,810 

CREDIT. 

Par  la  vente  de  1 25,000  livres  de  caf6,  a  18  cents 22,500 


Solde  en  faveur  de  la  plantation  a  la  fin  de  la  septifeme  ann6e..    21,775 


APPAREILS  fiLECTRIQUES  DANS  L'AMfiRIQUE 

LATINE. 

Dans  cette  periode  du  developpement  de  Pelectricite  sous  scs 
diffcrentes  formes,  les  Etats-Unis  ne  sont  pas  en  arricre,  mais  en 
realite  ils  devancent  tous  les  autres  pays  dans  rintroduction  de 
ses  manufactures  de  ce  genre,  dans  toutes  les  parties  du  mondc 
Ce  fait  se  verifie  surtout  par  rapport  aux  pays  de  I'Amerique  latinc. 

Dernierement,  les  compagnies  engagees  dans  la  manufacture 
d'appareils  electriques  ont  re9u  des  commandes  pour  1 'installation 
d'une  fabrique  de  papier  au  Bresil,  et  des  fabriques  de  papier  a 
San  Rafael  au  Mexique.  Une  fabrique  d'une  force  de  1,000 
chevaux,  elevee  par  des  capitaux  americains  a  San  IIdefonso,dan5 
le  voisinage  de  la  Cite  de  Mexico,  sera  bientot  inaugurec.    E^ 
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;  des  fabriques  indiquees,  plusieurs  autres  ont  ete  et  seront 
►lies  sous  peu  au  Mexique. 

,a  ville  de  Valparaiso,  Chili,  a  fait  appel  a  plusieurs  compagnies 
Etats-Unis  pour  des  soumissions  pour  retablissement  d'une 
ique  d'eclairage  a  Telectricite  et  de  la  production  de  force 
trique  dans  cette  ville.  Ceux  a  qui  ce  contrat  sera  adjuge 
mt  pour  $150,000  pour  Penvoi  seul  de  machines  electriques. 


3ANQUE  INTERNATIONALE  AMfiRICAlNE. 

Jn  projet  de  loi  pour  la  creation  d'une  banque  Internationale 
i-Americaine  a  ete  soumis  a  la  consideration  du  Congres  des 
ts-Unis.  Cette  enterprise  tres  louable  est  fortement  recom- 
idee  par  TAssociation  Nationale  des  Manufacturiers,  et  re- 
ra  en  toute  probabilite  la  sanction  du  Congres.  Cette  entre- 
e,  qui  fut  le  sujet  de  discussion  a  une  reunion  de  ^Association 
:ionale  des  Manufacturiers,  qui  a  eu  lieu  recemment  a  New 
k,  flit  approuvee  a  I'unanimite  par  cette  corporation, 
-a  banque  sera  etablie  sur  les  memes  bases  que  les  autres  ban- 
s  internationales,  comme  celles  de  "The  London  and  River 
te;  du  Credit  Lyonnais  et  de  la  Hongkong  and  Shanghai 
ik  of  London."  Les  bureaux  principaux  seront  etablis  a 
iv  York  et  a  Washington,  avec  succursales  dans  les  principales 
es  des  Republiques  de  I'Amerique  latine.  Le  capital  de  la 
que  sera  de  $5,000,000,  et  conformement  au  projet,  cette 
ime  sera  souscrite  entierement  par  des  capitalistes  du  continent 
iricain. 

-omme  il  n'existe  a  present  aucune  banque  americaine,  ni  dans 
merique  Centrale,  ni  dans  TAmerique  du  Sud,  et  que  le  change 
c  I'etranger  ne  peut  s'effectuer  que  par  Pintermediaire  des  villes 
opeennes,  il  n'est  pas  difficile  de  se  rendre  compte  des  dcsavan- 
escontre  lesquels  le  commerce  des  Etats-Unis  avec  ces  pays  a 
itter. 

-e  rapport,  tel  qu'il  a  ete  soumis  au  Congres  par  le  comite 
rge  de  la  presentation  de  ce  projet  de  loi,  est  le  suivant : 

c  comit6  croit  que  parmi  tous  les  projets  entrcpris  pour  Textension  du  corn- 
ice inter-am^ricain  qui  ont  6t6  soumis  a  sa  consideration,  il  n*existe  aucun 
ait  plus  d'importance  fondamentale  que  celui  ayant  pour  but  r6tablissement 
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d'une  banque  Internationale  am6ricaine,  et  qu'en  efFct  I'avenir  des  relations  coiti- 
merciales  entre  PAm^rique  du  Nord,  du  Sud  et  du  Centre,  d^pendra  autant  du 
d6veloppement   et  de  r^tablisscmcnt  de  banques   internationales  que  de  toure 
autre  condition.      C'est  ^opinion  de  ce  comit6  que  la  question  du  change  inter- 
national vient    tout    de  suite  apr^s    la  question   de   transport,   si  elle  lui  esc 
inf6rieure. 


MISSION    ANGLAISE    SPfiCIALE    DANS    L^\ME. 

RIQUE  DU  SUD. 

On  a  parle  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  du  mois  de  fevrier  d'une 
commission  qui,  agissant  sous  les  auspices  du  gouvememcnt 
anglais,  devait  etre  envoyee  dans  TAmerique  du  Sud  pour  exami- 
ner les  conditions  commerciales  existant  dans  les  differentes,  con- 
trees,  en  vue  d'augmenter  davantage  le  commerce  anglais. 

L'Honorable  M.  Henry  L.  Wilson,  Ministre  des  Etats-Unis 
au  Chili,  a  envoye  recemment  au  bureau  une  comnmnication 
annon9ant  que  M.  George  Worthington,  un  des  membres  dela 
Mission,  venait  d'arriver  et  qu'il  etait  au  Chili. 

M.  Wilson  dit  aussi  que  les  instructions  donnees  a  ce  delegue 
sont  tres  etendues  et  qu'il  doit  faire  des  etudes  soignees  sur  les 
conditions  commerciales  du  Chili,  et  sur  les  usages  et  les  gouts 
des  habitants  des  autres  pays  importants  de  TAmerique  du  Sud, 
ainsi  que  sur  les  prix  courants,  les  facilites  de  transport  et  autres 
sujets  de  ce  genre.     On  lui  a  aussi  donne  des  instructions  pa^^ 
operer  des  changements  et  des  ameliorations  dans  les  method ^^ 
commerciales  de  TAngleterre  qui  lui  sembleront  propices  a  ai>ir 
menter  son  commerce  avec  ces  pays.     L'importance  qu'on  MzcM^ 
a  cette  Mission  et  Tautorite  dont  elle  est  revetue,  temoignent  cF 
efforts  actifs  que  Ton  fait  pour  Textension  commerciale  de  TAngl 
terre  avec  PAmerique  du  Sud. 


LES    INDUSTRIES    TEXTILES    DANS    L'AMERl- 

QUE  ESPAGNOLE. 

Les  informations  publiees  ci-dessous,  relatives  aux  industries 
textiles  de  I'Amerique  du  Sud  et  du  Mexique,  de  meme  qu'aux 
importations  de  cette  classe  dans  les  differentes  contrees,  ont  etc 
compilees  (sur  la  demande  d'un  Journal  de  commerce  a  Charlotte, 
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3.  C.)  par  le  Bureau  du  Commerce  Exterieur  du  Departement 
d'Etat  qui  en  a  envoyc  un  exemplaire  au  Bureau  des  Republiqucs 
Americaines. 

MEX19UE. 

D'apres  "Les  Finances  des  Etats-Unis  Mexicains,"  par  Prosper 
Sloner,  Berlin,  1896,  il  existait  au  Mexique,  a  Tepoque  de  la 
compilation  de  ces  statistiques,  98  filatures  de  cotonnades,  et  28 
ilatures  de  lainages,  representant  en  machines  et  en  batiments  une 
aleur  de  $17,392,786  (argent  mexicain).  Ces  filatures  emplo- 
aient  21,963  ouvriers  et  370,570  fuseaux,  et  12,451  metiers  de 
isserands  etaient  en  operation.  La  production  annuelle  s'  elevait  a 
;,890,3OO  pieces  de  toile  de  coton  blanche  commune;  a  2,077,825 
n^ccs  de  percale,  de  mousseline,  etc.;  a  188,500  couvertures  de  lit 
t  a  322,975  tapis,  etc.  II  y  a  a  Orizaba  une  grande  filature  de 
hanvre. 

En  1896,  les  importations  du  Mexique  etaient  comme  suit: 
'Angleterre,  ;^8i4,397;  TAllemagne,  $951,524;  la  France, 
>  1,610,600;  la  Belgique,  $14,282;  les  Etats-Unis,  $814,094. 

COLOMBIE. 

On  rapporte  dans  PAnnuaire  du  Commerce,  public  par  le 
Bureau  des  Republiques  Americaines,  que  dans  le  Departement 
ic  Cauca  on  fabrique  des  cotonnades  et  des  lainages  ordinaires,  de 
rneme  que  dans  les  departements  de  Cundimarca,  de  Boyaca, 
i'Antoiquia  et  de  Bolivar.  Dans  Santander  on  fabrique  des 
^uantites  considerables  de  mouchoirs,  de  couvertures  de  lit  en 
^oton,  de  serviettes,  de  hamacs,  de  sacs  en  chanvre,  etc. 

Les  importations  de  tissus  en  1896  etaient:  L'Angleterre, 
^^1,041,838;  la  France,  $1,439,000;  les  Etats-Unis,  $169,941. 
1 1  n'y  a  aucun  rapport  sur  le  commerce  avec  T Allemagne  et  la 
Belgique. 

VENEZUELA. 

Les  importations  de  plantes  textiles  pour  le  Venezuela  en  1896 
^^ient:  L'Angleterre,  ;^654,967;  PAUemagne,  $487,662;  la 
^i^nce,  $85,499;  les  Etats-Unis,  $702,541.  On  ne  pent  obtenir 
^^cun  rapport  sur  les  manufactures  locales. 
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BRiSIL. 

M.  le  Ministre  Thompson,  dans  un  rapport  public  dans  les 
"Relations  Commerciales,"  1895-96,  dit  qu'il  y  a  de  nombreuscs 
filatures  de  coton  dans  le  pays  qui  fabriquent  des  cotonnades 
ordinaires.  II  y  en  a  plusieurs  a  Petropolis.  La  filature  dc 
Cachoeira  dans  I'Alagoas,  qui  existe  depuis  trois  ans,  a  payc  la 
premiere  annee  un  dividende  de  48  pour  cent;  la  seconde  annce 
elle  a  paye  50  pour  cent  et  la  troisiemc  40  pour  cent.  Elk 
emploie  480  tisserands  et  a  produit  Tannee  demicre  122,783 
pieces  de  toile  de  coton.  Les  machines  ont  coute  364445  rail- 
reis  (ou  $72,889  en  basant  la  valeur  du  milreis  a  20  cents);  les 
batiments  pour  la  filature,  192,000  milreis,  et  divers  17,378  mil- 
reis. L'entreprise  est  protegee  par  un  droit  d'exportation  sur  Ic 
coton  brut,  et  par  des  droits  d'importation  eleves  sur  les  coton- 
nades. 

Les  statistiques  suivantes  d'importations  de  plantes  textiles 
(pour  1893)  ^^"^  extraites  de  PAnnuaire  du  Commerce  et  des 
statistiques  ofRcielles  allemandes: 

Valeur  des  importations  provenant  des  pays  ci-dessous: 

Angleterre $20,100,210 

ICtats-Unis 1,512.24^     « 

France 3.mM^ 

AUemagne 5,150.600 

URUGUAY. 

Les  importations  de  plantes  textiles  dans  TUruguay  en  1896 
etaient:  Angleterre,  ;^3 14,551;  AUemagne,  $870,128;  France, 
$458,200;  Belgique,  $59,863;  Etats-Unis,  $179,858.  H  n'ya 
pas  de  rapport  sur  les  filatures  nationales. 

REPUBLIQUE    ARGENTINE. 

Dans  un  rapport  de  Buenos  Ayres,  publie  dans  les  Rapports 
Consulaires  pour  le  mois  d'avril  1896,  le  consul  dit  que  les  indus- 
tries textiles  sont  encore  a  peine  etablies  dans  le  pays.  11  n'V^ 
qu'une  seule  grande  filature  de  lainages  a  Buenos  Ayres  qui  manu- 
tacture  des  couvertures,  des  flanelles,  et  des  draps  pour  vetements 
de  soldats.  II  y  a  plusieurs  etablissements  pour  la  production 
d'articles  en  tricot.  La  valeur  des  importations  annuelles  en  tissus 
de  laine,  de  coton  et  de  fil  s'eleve  a  une  moyenne  de  $30,000,000. 
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Un  rapport  du  Ministre  Buchanan  (Rapports  Consulaires,  avril 
>97)  foumit  les  chiffres  suivants  sur  les  importations  de  plantes 
ictiles  en  1896,  provenant  de  pays  etrangers  (en  kilos  de  2.2046 
'res),  les  valeurs  etant  donnces  ci-dessous: 


iits-Unis. . . 
►yaume  Uni 
lemagne. . . 

a  nee    

Igique 

lie 


616,  724 
12,644,750 
1,635,240 
I,  263,  890 
1.113,430 
1,991,823 


Valeurs. 


$316,  896 

£3,  016,  290 

$2,  9:38,  602 

$3.  352,  796 
$970,  796 


Ces  valeurs  ont  ete  trouvees  dans  les  statistiques  officielles  des 
ifefentes  contrees,  a  I'exception  de  T Italic. 


PARAGUAY. 


Les  importations  en  1896  etaient:  Angleterre,  ;^3,48i  ;  Alle- 
agne,  $28,610.     Aucune  importation  de  France  et  des  Etats- 


nis. 


CHILI. 


Les  importations  de  plantes  textiles  de  P Angleterre  en  1895 
aient  evaluees  a  ;^70o,ooo  environ;  celles  des  Etats-Unis  a 
582,542;  celles  d'Allemagne  a  $2,832,200;  de  Belgique 
.896)  a  $150,400;  de  la  France  (1896)  a  $1,216,200.  On  ne 
^ut  obtcnir  aucun  rapport  sur  les  manufactures  nationales. 


BOLIVIE. 


L'Annuaire  du  Commerce,  ci-dessus  cite,  estime  la  valeur  des 
nportations  de  plantes  textiles,  passant  par  la  douane  de  La  Paz, 
n  1895,  a  $218,381.  Les  importations  de  plantes  textiles  par  le 
ort  de  Mollendo,  Perou,  s'eleverent  a  366,977  kilogrammes, 
-es  importations  par  le  port  d'Antofagasta,  Chili,  s'eleverent  a 
,820,713  kilos;  par  Tupiza,  a  $5,440.  11  n'y  a  pas  de  rapport 
ur  les  industries  textiles  nationales.  Les  importations  de  coton- 
•ades  des  Etats- CJnis  s'eleverent  a  $2,000  en  1896.  Les  impor- 
ations  de  plantes  textiles  d'Allemagne  pour  la  meme  annee 
jrent  evaluees  a  $187,733.  Les  importations  de  la  Grande  Bre- 
igne,  de  la  Belgique  et  de  la  France  ne  sont  pas  donneee  dans 
s  statistiques  officielles  de  ces  contrees. 
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P^ROU. 

Un  rapport  consulaire  beige  dit  qu'il  y  a  deux  filatures  de  coton 
au  Perou.  La  Peruvian  Cotton  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  a  Vitartc, 
a  un  capital  de  ;^  130,000  et  fut  fondee  en  1847.  ^^^^  fabrique 
des  toiles  ecrues,  et  produit  annuellement  2,500,000  metres.  Li 
Fabrica  de  Tejidos  de  Algodon  est  situee  a  lea,  avec  un  capital 
de  ;^  10,000,  et  fabrique  aussi  des  toiles  ecrues.  11  y  a  trois  fila- 
tures de  lainages;  celles  de  Santa  Catalina,  a  Lis;  de  Lucre, a 
Cuzco,  et  celle  d'Urcon,  dans  le  Departement  d'Ancachs. 

En  1 896,  les  importations  de  plantes  textiles  etaient :  Anglctcrre, 
;^687,354;  Allemagne,  $994,462;  Belgique,  $14,362;  France, 
$63,400;  Etats-Unis,  $141,86 

EQUATEUR. 

Les  cotonnades,  dit  I'Annuaire  du  Commerce,  sont  tissees  dansdcs 
maisons  particulieres  ou  dans  de  petits  ateliers.  A  Chillo,  il  y  a 
une  petite  filature  de  drap.  En  1895*,  les  importations  de  textiles 
etaient:  Angleterre,  ;^284,684;  Allemagne,  $235,858;  France. 
$7,070;  Etats-Unis,  $53,000. 


MISCELLANEES  COMMERCIALES. 

RfiPUBLIgUE  ARGENTINE. 

Oonstrnotion  de  Ohemins        ^n  apprcnd  par  les  statistiques  officiellcs  que  pendant 
do  Per.  Tannic  1897  il  a  6t6  ouvert  au  trafic  dans  la  Rcpubliq«« 

Argentine,  588  milles  de  chemin  de  fer,  com  para  tivement  a  70  milles  sculcmcni 
en  1896,  et  a  304  milles  en  1895.  Des  lignes  termin6es  en  1894,  quarantc^inq 
seulement  furent  i  voie  6troite.  L'activit6  constat^e  dans  la  construction 
pendant  l'ann6e  se  borne  presque  entiferement  aux  provinces  australcs.  Lavillc 
de  Buenos  Ayres  a  actuellement  en  operation,  240  milles  de  lignes  de  tramways. 

Les  tanneurs  des  Etats-Unis  n'appr6cient  pas  lavalcur 

Ii'indnstrie  dn  Quebracho.  ^  ., 

du  quebracho  comme  on  l*appr6cie  en  Europe,  ou  il  est 
employ^  syst6matiquement  par  un  grand  nombre  de  tanneurs.  Le  quebracho 
pousse  le  plus  abondamment  dans  I'Argentine ;  des  quantit^s  considerables  sont 
aussi  trouv6es  dans  le  Paraguay.  Son  importance  comme  article  d*exportadoD 
augmente  d'ann^e  en  ann6e,  a  cause  de  sa  valeur  reconnue  par  le  commerce  comme 
ingredient  pour  m^langer  avec  d'autres  dissolutions  employees  dans  la  tannerie. 
La  proportion  de  sa  propri6t6  pour  la  tannerie,  en  comparison  avec  Tfcorcc  dc 
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chene,  est  la  suivante:  qu6bracho,  12  pour  cent;  6corcc  de  chene,  10  pour  cent. 
La  principalc  d6pcnse   qu'occasionne  ce  bois  est    pour  Tabatagc  et  le  transport 
jusqu'au    point   de  d6part.      Comme   ce  bois   est  le   plus   dur  de  tous,  I'abatage 
n6cessite  Temploi  d'outils  d*une  quality  sp6ciale.      Quand  ce  bois  est  employ^ 
pour  la  tannerie,  il  est  coup^  en  blocs  de  cinq  ou  six  pieds  de  longueur  et  ensuite 
rccoupe,  avec  une  scie  circulaire,  en   pieces  de  trois   pouces  d'^paisseur.      Ces 
sections  sont  plac6es  dans  une  machine  pourvue  d'une  plaque  en  acier,  garnie  de 
nombreuses  dents,  et  qui  tourne  avec  une  grande  rapidit6,  convertissant  le  que- 
bracho en  une  espfece  de  bran  de  scie,  forme  sous  laquelle  il  est  employ^  dans  la 
tannerie. 

br6sil. 

Oommarc*  Direct  avec  La    Chambre   de   Commerce   de   Milan,   par   suite  de 

ritaiie.  Taction  prise  par  les  Etats-Unis,  la  Grande-Bretagne  et 

par  d'autres  pays,  fait  des  efforts  pour  augmenter  le  commerce  direct  entre 
l*Italie  et  le  Br^sil  et  les  autres  pays  de  TAmerique  du  Sud.  On  apprend  par 
le  "Monitcur  Officiel  du  Commerce"  (Paris)  du  13  fevrier,  que  M,  Maldifani, 
13irecteur  du  Mus6e  Commercial  de  Milan,  sera  envoy6  au  Bresil  pour  6tudier 
les  mcillcurs  moyens  de  faire  I'exportation  directe  de  marchandises,  au  lieu  de 
^^€2  Paris  et  Hambourg,  comme  elles  arrivent  a  present. 
_  Pendant  le  mois  de  f6vrier  dernier,  la  Chambre  fran- 

«^SB«  do  Demarcation  entre  . 

l«Br6uletlaG-n7aneFran-  9aise  nomma  une  commission  pour  examiner  un  traite 

approuv6  et  conclu  le  10  avril  1897,  entre  le  gouverne- 
*^cnt  fran^ais  et  le  gouvernement  du  Br6sil,  ayant  pour  objet  la  determination 
"Hale  par  Tarbitrage,  de  la  ligne  de  demarcation  entre  la  R6publiquc  du  Bresil  et 
■^  Guyane  fran^aise.  Le  personnel  de  la  Commission  est  le  suivant :  M.  le 
Comte  DE  Lanjuinais,  MM.  Fleury-Bavarin,  Isambard,  Th^ophile  Goujon, 
Oeloncle,  Isaac,  Sibille,  le  Myre  de  Vilers,  Flourens,  Lemoigne,  et  Audif- 
•'^ED.  M.  le  Myre  de  Vilers  a  €t6  choisi  pr6sident  de  la  Commission,  et  M. 
Isaac,  secretaire. 

,^  Aux  termes  d'une  disposition  inscrite  dans  la  loi  bude6- 

XJioit  de  Fhare  et  de  Docks.  ,  ,  ° 

taire  pour  1898,  tous  les  vaisseaux  entrant  dans  les  ports 
l^fcsilicns  devront  acquitter  en  or  les  droits  de  phare  et  de  dock,  au  lieu  de, 
^cmme  autrefois,  en  monnaie  locale.  La  taxe  additionnelle  de  10  pour  cent 
I^rgue  jusqu'ici  sur  tous  les  vaisseaux  ne  sera  plus  exigee  que  des  batiments 
^  Grangers. 
XhoitrorieeDiTidendeede  Conform6ment  au  d6cret  du  24  d^cembre  1897,  la  taxe 
Banqnes,  etc.  j^  ^^  pour  cent  pergue  sur  les  dividendes  des  banques, 

^ompagnies  et  soci6tes  anonymes  ayant  un  sifege  au  Bresil,  s'applique  non  seule- 
^ent  aux  6tablissements  ayant  leur  si^ge  dans  la  capitale  f6d6rale,  mais  a  tous 
^cs  ^tablisscments  qui  se  trouvent  au  Bresil. 


CHILI. 
Le  Pr6sident  de  la  R6publique  a  promuleu^,  sous  date 

Maan&cture  Textile.  r  1  r  o      ' 

du  3  Janvier  1898,  un  d6cret  vor6  r6cemment  par  le  Con- 
grhs  National,  ar  plequel  les  cotons  fil6s  et  les  instuments  et  machines  n6ccssaires 


ait  que  c  esi  ja  premiere  cargaison  ae  cecie  ciasse  qui  soic  jamais  parcic  ac 
timorc  a  destination  d'un  port  chilien.  Les  houill^res  du  Chili  austral  soni 
vastes  et  ont  6t6  travaill6es  sur  une  ^chelle  consid6rablc  pendant  plu? 
ann^es,  mais  malgr6  ceci  la  plus  grande  partie  du  charbon  est  importt 
TAngleterre  et  de  TAustralie  en  bateaux  qui  viennent  cherchcr  dans  ccs 
des  cargaisons  pour  le  voyage  du  retour.  Le  charbon  chilien  est  bituminei 
propre  au  chauffage  des  vapeurs  oc^aniqucs,  aux  chemins  de  fer,  aux  fabri 
et  meme  a  la  manufacture  du  gaz.  Le  manque  de  travailleurs  comp^ten 
pays  a  empech6  grandement  Sexploitation  de  ce  produit.  De  nombrcuses 
tatives  ont  6i€  faites  pour  Timportation  de  mineurseurop6cns  pour  rcxploiri 
des  mines,  mais  ces  tentatives  n'ont  pas  6t6  heureuses,  le  labcur  Stranger  < 
trouv6  bien  plus  cher  que  celui  des  indigenes. 

Dtfveioppement    de    Magal-     ^elon  le  rapport  fait  par  le  Sefior  Guerrero,  qu 
lanea.  envoy6    par   le   Gouvernement   du    Chili    pour  fairc 

rapport  sur  les  conditions  commercials  existantes  dans  le  territoire  de  Ma 
lanes,  on  constate  qu'un  d6veloppement  rcmarquable  a  eu  lieu  dans  cettc  pa 
recul6e  de  la  R^publique.  Le  d6veloppement  commercial  commen^a  en  r 
avec  ^introduction  dans  le  pays  de  moutons  des  lies  Falkland.  Le  Se 
BacuRan  6value  le  b^tail  et  les  ameliorations  dans  le  territoire  dc  la  (ii 
suivante:  B6tail,  $615,360;  chevaux,  $366,520;  moutons,  §4,557,830;  fil 
fer  pour  cloture,  $777,374;  batiments,  $1,250,458;  et  6tablisscmcnt5  indt 
triels,  $133,000.  Les  exportations  de  laine  en  1896  s'^lev^rent  a  3,205,^ 
livres.  A  la  meme  ann6e  70,000  moutons  gel^s  furent  exportes,  ct  il  est  avc 
par  une  autorit^  digne  de  foi,  que  cette  dcrniferc  Industrie  promet  un  devdopp 

« 

ment  important  et  avantageux. 

Le  Consul  Caples  a  Valparaiso  transmct  au  Depart 

R&glements  Relatifft  aux  Fac-  ....  1      ^1^1 

tnrft»   Oonsolaires   et   anx     mcnt  d'Etat,  SOUS  date  du  20  janvicr  1898,  les  rtg' 

Oonnaiasements. 

ments  suivants  relatifs  aux  factures  consulaires  ctat 
connaissements  r^glant  les  marchandises  a  destination  des  ports  chiliens: 

(i)  Les  connaissements  de  vaisseaux  arrivant  aux  ports  dc  la  Republic" 
devront  etre  certifies  par  les  consuls  chiliens  aux  ports  d'embarqucment. 

(2)  guand  les  manifestes  d^tailles  seront  pr6sent6s  aux  douanes,  lis  <icvro: 
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valeur   du  tarif  6tabli  par  la  loi  consulaire  du  4  mars   1897,  article  vingt,  et 
sera  perdue  par  la  douane. 

(4)   Cet  acte  entrera  en  vigueur   trois  mois  apr^s  la  promulgation  pour  les 
consulats  sud-am6ricains,  et  six  mois  pour  tous  les  autres. 

COSTA  RICA. 
La  Lisne  de  Bateaux  a  Vapeur  de  Costa  Rica,  qui  fait 

NotM  Indnstrialles.  . 

le  service  entre  la  Nouvelle  Orleans  et  Limon,  a  6t6  beau- 
coup  am^lior6e  par  Tacquisition  de  deux  grands  nouveaux  navires,  Alps  et 
And^s,  Ces  navires  portent  le  drapeau  anglais  et  feront  tous  les  vendredis  un 
service  hebdomadaire  de  la  Nouvelle  Orleans  et  de  Limon,  r6ciproquement. 

La  Compagnie  de  Force  Motrice  et  d*Eclairage  Electriqucs,  ayant  6t6  6tablie 

a  Londres  au  capital  de  ;£  130,000,  le  "Journal  Commercial  de  New  York  "  dit, 

dans  son  num^ro  du  4  avril,  que,  d'aprfes  les   informations  revues,  on  6tablira 

V61cctricit6  dans  cette  R6publique  pour  I'appliquer  a  toutes  les  affaires  en  g6n6ral. 

La  compagnie  se  propose  de  faire  construire  plusieurs  petits  chemins  de  fer  et 

d'installer  la  lumi^re  61ectrique,  ainsi  que  la  force  motrice.      On  ne  peut  obtenir 

d'autrcs  informations  en  ce  moment  parcc  que  les  conditions  de  Tentreprise  ont 

^te  seulement  arret^es  le   10  du  mois  dernier.      Par  suite  de  la  proximit6  de 

Costa  Rica  et  des  Etats-Unis,  on  croit  que  la  compagnie  ach^tera  sur  ce  march6 

la  plupart  des  mat6riaux  dont  elle  aura  besoin.      Un  autre  avantage  en  faveur 

des   fabricants  am6ricains  de  machines  et  d*accessoires  61ectriques  est  le   bas 

prix  de  ces  produits,  ainsi  que  la  bonne  qualit^  et  la  r6putation  dont   ils  jouis- 

^cnt.     On  a  d6ja  6tabli  dans  Costa  Rica  trois  usines  pour  la  production  de  T^lec- 

^ncit^,  et  le  principal  6tablissement  s'est  r6uni  a  la  Compagnie  d'Eclairage  et  de 

^orcc  Motrice  filectriques. 

Conform^ment  aux  informations  publi^es  par  le  journal  *'  London  Financial 
^ews,"  les  fonds  exig6s  pour  Tamortissement  du  service  de  la  dette  ext6rieure 
^c  Costa  Rica  ont  6t6  places  au  credit  du  gouvernement  a  Londres  depuis  le  mois 
^c  ftvrier  dernier,  et  le  paiement  de  Tint^ret  du,  le  ler  avril,  a  M  promptement 
fait. 

GUATEMALA. 

M.    Beaupr^,   consul    e6n6ral    au   Guatemala,    donne 
Rteolte  Oaftfidre.  ... 

I'information  satisfaisante,  dans  un   rapport  du  5   mars 

^^98,  que  rindustrie  et  le  commerce  au  Guatemala  se  r6tablissent.     La  r6colte 

^affi^rc  sera  bien  plus  grande  qu'on  ne  s'y  attendait  et  les  prix  de  cette  denr6e 

*^»it  en  hausse.     Les  cargaisons  de  caf6  exp6di^es  des  ports  jusqu'aujourd'hui, 

'^^ontrent  en  moyenne,  une  augmentation  considerable  sur  celles  pour  la  mfime, 

J^^riode  de  I'ann^e  dernifere.     L'importance  de  cette  r6colte  et  la  hausse  en  prix 

^surent  I'am^lioration  de  la  condition  financifere  de  cette  R6publique. 

MEXIQUE. 

^  Le  Consul  des   Etats-Unis,   M.   Macill,   informe  le 

Salle  d'£cluntilloBS. 

D6partement  d*Etat,  sous  date  du  20  Janvier  1898,  qu'il 

^  a  dans  le  Consulat  a  Tampico  une  salle  qui  pourrait  servir  a  Texposition 

Bull.  ^o.  10 13 
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d*6chantillons  de  marchandises  vendables  dans  les  marches  du  Mexique,  tels  qae 
c6r6ales,  savons,  coutellerie,  papier  a  6crire  ou  autres  articles  de  maniement 
facile.  "  Si  les  fabricants  d^sirent  en  profiter,"  6crit  Mr.  Mhcill,  "Jc  prendr^ 
plaisir  a  inviter  les  commer^ants  de  I'endroit  a  venir  examiner  les  produits  ct 
j'expliquerai  de  mon  mieux  leurs  bonnes  qualit^s.  Naturellement,  les  d^pcnscs 
de  fret  et  d*exp6dition  devront  etre  payees  au  port  d'envoi."  Le  D6partcmcnt 
d'Etat  a  donn6  son  approbation  a  Tid^e  du  consul  Macill,  et  a  autoris^  a. 
mise  en  execution  autant  que  possible,  pourvu  toutefois  que  tous  les  frais  soicnt 
pay^s  par  les  exp6diteurs  d'6chantillons  et  qu'aucune  d6pense  ne  soit  encourae 
par  le  Consulat.  En  vue  du  projet  de  TAssociation  Nationale  des  Manufacturiers 
d'etablir  au  Mexique,  aussi  bien  qu'ailleurs,  des  entrepots  permanents  pour  Vex- 
position  des  manufactures  et  des  produits  am6ncains,  le  plan  propos6  par  le  Con- 
sul Macill  devrait  se  recommander  aux  commer^ants  des  Etats-Unis,  comme 
travail  pr61iminaire  de  I'Association. 

^  Un  correspondant  6crivant  du    Mexique  au   Toumai 

"Ressources  des    Pays   Modernes,"  in  forme  qu'il  cxiste 
dans  plusieurs  endroits  de  cette  R6publique  des  depots  considerables  d'^tain,  le 
plus  souvent  de  la  quality  de  Cornwall.     Ces  depots  se  trouvent  dans  les  Euts 
de  Guanajuato,  de  San  Luis  Potosi   et  de  Sonora.     Dans  T^tat  de  San  Luis 
Potosi,  les  roches  de  granit  au  sommet  des  montagnes  de  la  Sierra  de  la  Estancra, 
dans  le  district  minier  de  Comanja,  renferment  du  mineral  d*6tain  en  abondancc, 
tr^s  riche  qui,  en  certains  cas,  selon  le  correspondant,  rapporte  de  70  a  75  pour 
cent  d2  m6tal.     Dans  I'Etat  de  Durango,  ce  m6tal  est  aussi  trouv6  en  cjuantitcs 
considerables  qui,  avec  le  traitement  n6cessaire,  ne  pourra  manquer  de  rapporter 
des  benefices  considerables,  les  minerals  donnant  de  35  a  75  pour  cent  dcm^tal, 
le  plus  g^n^ralement  sous  formes  d'oxydes. 

Un   correspondant   au   "Furniture  Worker,"  joarnal 
Oommeroe  en  Bois  d' Acajou.  ....  •      1 

publie  a  Cincinnati  et  a  Chicago,  6crit  que  par  suite  de 
la  demande  de  meubles  de  luxe,  plus  chers  que  ceux  exig^s  dans  le  pass^,  I^ 
vente  du  bois  d*acajou  est  augment^e  proportionnement.  Une  cxccllcntc 
qualite  de  ce  bois  est  obtenue  de  Mexico,  de  Lagano  et  de  Tabasco.  Les  forces 
y  sont  trfes  epaisses  et  le  bois  d'acajou  s'y  trouve  en  abondance.  Le  bois  dc 
Mexico  est  susceptible  d'un  trhs  beau  poli  et  I'on  en  fabrique  les  plus  beaux 
meubles  qui  se  trouvent  actuellement  dans  les  marches.  Avant  rinsurrecuon 
dans  Tile  de  Cuba,  le  bois  d'acajou  dur,  tel  qu'on  se  sert  pour  les  bascules 
de  chaises,  venait  de  cette  ile,  mais  aujourd'hui  on  Tobtient  de  Santa  Ana 
(Mexique),  et  qui  prouve  un  bon  rempla^ant  de  I'article  cubain.  II  v  a  a 
present,  dans  les  marches  de  Londres,  une  grande  demande  de  ce  bois,  ct  lespn^ 
que  Ton  en  r6alise  sont  trhs  hauts.  Depuis  le  mois  de  juin  1896,  les  arrivagcs 
de  blocs  d'acajou  ont  €t6  les  suivants:  2,412  du  Honduras;  200  du  Nicaragua; 
492  de  Tabasco;  852  de  TAfrique,  et  869  de  Cuba. 

fnaaguraUon  d'nne  NouTeUe      M,   le   Consul   ChaRLES    W.    Kindrick   infonne  Ic  i>^' 

7oia  Perr«a.  partement   d'Etat,  sous   date   de  Ciudad  Juarez,  Ic  ^5 

anvier  1898,  de  Tinauguration  officielle  du  chemin  de  fer  de  Rio  Grande,  a^ 
Sierra  Madre  et  du  Pacifique.  La  longueur  de  la  ligne  actuellement  en  opera- 
tion est  de  150  milles,  a  partir  la  Cit6  de  Juarez,  jusqu'aux  Casas  Grandc5,dafl* 
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I'Etat  de  Chihuahua.  On  propose  de  continuer  la  ligne  jusqu'a  un  point  situ^ 
sur  le  Golfe  de  Californic,  dans  I'Etat  dc  Sonora.  L'id^c  est  vcnud,  il  y  a 
quelques  ann6es,  d'un  groupe  de  capitalistes  des  Etats-Unis  qui  en  sont  les  plus 
grands  actionnaires.  Cette  ligne  ouvre  a  Sexploitation  une  section  riche  en 
ressources  min^rales  et  autres^  qui  6tait  jusqu'ici  presque  inaccessible.  Selon  le 
Consul  KiNDRicK,  Sexploitation  des  forets  des  montagnes  de  la  Sierra  Madre  est 
encore  dans  son  enfance;  ces  forfets,  qui  sont  capables  d'un  d^veloppement 
immense,  ne  fournissent  aujourd'hui  que  juste  assez  de  bois  pour  supplier  aux 
demandes  des  marches  domestiques.  Le  district  qui  entretient  la  ligne  produit 
annuellement  100,000  tetes  de  b6tail. 

PARAGUAY. 

Dffmazide de MachinM poor  ^ans  un  rapport  recent  transmis  au  "Foreign  Office," 
u  Decortication.  j^  Consul    anglais  a    Asunci6n,  Paraguay,    appelle  Tat- 

tention  sur  la  demande  au  Paraguay  de  machines  pour  la  decortication.  II 
se  trouve  dans  ce  pays  une  vari6t6  de  plantes  textiles  indigenes  qui  ne  de- 
mandent  que  la  preparation  n6cessaire  pour  etre  transform6es  en  denr^es  com- 
merciales.     Le  Caraqueta,  une  esp^ce  d'ananas  sauvage  en  est  une ;  il  pousse  pro- 

fus6ment  mais  ne  re^oit  ancune  culture.      On  peut  en  dire  autant  de  la  ramie. 

La  culture  de  cette  derni^re  plante  a  €t6  abondonn6e  a  cause  du  manque  de 

machines  ameiior^es  pour  son  d^veloppement,  bien  qu'elle  pousse  abondamment 

au  Paraguay. 

PfiROU. 
Le  Consul   Dickey  6crit  de  Callao,  sous  date  du   12 

Prodnlts  des  Etatv-Unis. 

Janvier   1898,  que  les  principaux   articles   import6s  des 

Etats-Unis  au    P^rou   sont:    P6trole  raffing,  bois  de  charpente,  traverses  de 

chcmin  defer,  machines (agricoles  ct  pour  Texploitation  minifere),  huiles,  lard,  eaux 

dc  Floride,  couleurs,  cordages,  t6r6benthine,  verreric,  r^sine,  graisses,  outils, 

machines  a  coudre  ct  quelques  bicyclettes.     Les  exportations  principales  de  la 

cote  occidentale  sont  le  bois  de  pin  et  les  traverses  de  chemin  de  fer,  mais  le 

consul  fait  mention  de  l'arriv6e  au  mois  d'octobre  1897,  d'une  cargaison  de  bl6, 

f^pedi6e  de  San  Francisco,  s'61evant  a  125,358  boisseaux.     C'est  Ic  seul  envoi 

<le  bl6  des  Etats-Unis  au  P6rou  pendant  ces  quatre  dcrniferes  ann^es,  Ic  Chili 

^tant  le  principal  pays  exportateur  aux  marches  pdruviens.     Le  montant  des 

^niportations  de  h\6  chilien  au  P6rou  pendant  I'ann^e  1897  s'61eva  a  22,613,723 

Kilogrammes.     La  premiferc  chose  que  doivent  fairc  les  Etats-Unis  pour  s'attirer 

^^  commerce  du  P^rou  et  des  au;res  contr6es  de  rAm6rique  du  Sud  et  du  Centre 

^itu^cs  sur  le  littoral  du  Pacifique,  est,  selon  Mr.  Dickey,  d'6tablir  une  ligne  de 

°*tcaux  a  vapeur  rapides  partant  de  San  Francisco. 

URUGUAY, 
ru^,.  Sous  date  du  4  ftvrier  1 808,  M.  Swalm,  consul  des  Etats- 

"oadWone  Oominarclalefl.  .     ^  ^  y   '      .  * 

Unis  a  Mont^vid^o,  6crit  que,  selon  les  meilleures  infor- 

*^*tions,  on  estime  que  la  tonte  pour  cette  saison-ci,  s'^lfevera  a  90,000  ballots. 
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dont  70,000  ont  6t6  presque  enti^rement  exp6di^s  aux  marches  europfens; 
10,000  ballots  sont  encore  emmagasin^s  et  les  10,000  ballots  restants  soot 
invendus.     La  boucherie  des  animaux  jusqu'au  3  f^vrier  ^tait  la  suivante : 

Nombrc  d'abattus,  jusqu'^  cette  date loi,  261 

Nombre  d'abattus,  meme  p^riode  de  1897 ^ 162. 8^2 

Nombre  d'abattus,  mSme  p6node  de  1896 137,  ota' 

Le  Consul  Swalm  rapporte  que  la  r^colte  de  h\6  a  6t€  la  meilleure  dcpuis 
plusieurs  ann^es  et  que  I'exportation  aux  marches  continentaux  vient  de 
commencer. 

VENEZUELA. 

EsubiisMinent  d'nne  Brfts-      ^e  Consul  des  Etats-Unis  a  Puerto  Cabello  6crit  que 
Mrie  k  Puerto  OabeUo.     j^^  importations  de  bifere   au  Venezuela   s'^l^vent  a  un 
chifFre  purement  nominal,  et  cesseront  enti^rement  dans  peu  de  temps  a  cause  de 
l'6tablissement  r6cent  de  brasseries  a  Caracas,  a  Puerto  Cabello  et  a  Maracalbo. 
Des  quantit^s  considerables  de  bifere  ^caient  autrefois  import6es  des  Etats-Unis, 
de  TAngleterre,  et  d'AUemagne.      A  Puerto  Cabello  on  a  construit  unc  bras- 
serie,   ayant    une    capacity    pour   la    fabrication    de    2,642    gallons    par  jour, 
mont6e  avec  des  machines  les  plus  am^lior^es,  qui  fabrique  une  bi^re  de  qualit^ 
excellente.     La    fabrique   a  cout6   environ    200,000   de   dollars   et  appartient 
enti^rement  a  des  capitalistes  allemands.     Le  Br^sil  s'est  aussi  engag6  dans  cette 
Industrie;   une  soci6t6  anonyme  allemande  au  capital  de  3,500,000  de  dollars 
ayant  6t6  organis6e  a  Puerto  Allegre,   Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  ayant  pour  objci 
P6tablissementde  brasseries. 


PRODUCTION    VITICOLE   DANS   LES    RfiPUBLIQUES 

AMfiRICAINES. 

Les  donn^es  suivantes,  relativement  a  la  production  viticole  dans  les  di^rentes 
contr^es  du  continent  am^ricain,  sont  extraites  d*un  rapport  public  dans  uQ 
recent  num^ro  du  **  Moniteur  Viticole,"  sur  la  production  viticole  du  monde 
entier  en  1897,  avec  les  chifFres  correspondants  pour  1896: 


Etats-Unis 

Mexique > 

R^publique  Argentine 

Chili 

Br6sil 


Gftllons. 


1897. 


1S96. 


25,  234,  000 

I,  320,000 

31, 680, 000 

61,  600,000 

8,  580,  coo  I 


14,960,000 

^980,000 
37.460.000 
10,450,000 
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TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA.— XI* 

INTERNAL  RESOURCES  OF  THE  NORTHERN   PART  OF  SOUTH 

AMERICA. 

The  territorial  resources  of  the  West  Indies  having  been  consid- 
ered in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  April,  the  study  of  the  resources 
01  those  countries  composing  the  northern  part  of  South  America, 
'•^•,  the  Republics  of  Colombia  and  of  Venezuela,  the  European 
possessions  in  Guiana,  the  Dutch  island  of  Cura9ao,  and  the  British 
colony  of  Trinidad  would  naturally  follow. 

From  a  geographical  point  of  view,  since  the  Isthmus  of 
^^nama  serves  as  a  connecting  link  between  Central  and  South 
America,  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  with  its  great  Atlantic  shore 
^^^^^  its  coast  bathed  by  the  Pacific,  and  its  ports  of  Colon  and 
^^nama  on  the  two  oceans,  merits  special  attention.  As  is  the 
case  with  most  of  the  Spanish-American  countries,  the  population 
^^  Colombia  is  not  in  keeping  with  its  territorial  extent.  Rich  in 
•^'Cultural  products  and  minerals,  its  export  trade  is  confined 
f^^^'y  to  the  exchange  of  these  for  the  products  of  industry,  which 
'^receives  principally  from  France,  England,  the  United  States, 
^^rmany,  Spain,  and  Italy. 

/    h       ^^^^  article  of  this  series,  by  the  late  Joseph  P.  Smith,  Director,  was  published 

Co     ^  Monthly  Bulletin  for  July,  1897.     The  series  will  be  continued  by  various 

^Dutors  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  Mr.  Smith. 

1849 
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Noth withstanding  the  mountainous  condition  of  the  countn, 
which    prevents    the    development   of  internal    communication, 
Colombia  has  succeeded  in  establishing  fluvial  navigation  prin- 
cipally by  the  Magdalena  River,  and  by  several  lines  of  railroad 
at  present  in  operation,  such  as  the  railway  from  Colon  to  Panama, 
uniting  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  47  miles  in  length;  the  rail- 
road from  Santa   Marta  to  Sabanilla,  called   Puerto  Colombia, 
46  miles  long,  which  will  be  extended  to  Heredia,  on  the  Mag- 
dalena;   that    from    Barranquilla  to    Sabanilla,    16   miles;   from 
Cartagena  to  Calamar,  65  miles;  the  Cauca  Railway,  from  Buena- 
ventura to  San  Jose,  21   miles,  which  it  is  proposed  to  extend 
to  Cali,  64  miles ;  the  Antioquia  line,  from   Puerto   Barrio  to 
Monos,  32  miles,  which  will  be  extended  to  Medellin,  91  miles; 
that  from  Yeguas  to   Honda,  15  miles,  which  it  is  expected  will 
be  carried  to  La  Maria,  7  miles ;  the  Sabana  Railway,  from  Faca- 
tativa  to  Bogota,  24  miles ;  the  Girardot  line,  from  this  point  to 
Juntas  de  Apulo,  24  miles,  which  will  be  carried  to  Madrid, 48 
miles  farther ;  the  Cucuta  line,  from  this  place  to  Puerto  Villa 
Mizar,  on  the  Zulia  River,  34  miles,  which  it  is  expected  will  be 
extended  to  the  border  of  Venezuela ;  and  the  Northern  Railway, 
from  Bogota  to  Zipaquira,  31  miles.     Of  these  lines,  the  Carta- 
gena, Panama,  and  Cauca  are  owned  in  the  United  States;  the 
Northern  line  and  the  Girardot  are  national;  the  Antioquia  line 
belongs  to  the   Department  of  that  name ;  the  Sabana  and  the 
Cucuta  roads  are  Colombian,  and  the  rest  are  English. 

The  principal  ports  of  the  Republic  are :  on  the  Atlantic,  Rio 
Hacha,  Santa  Marta,  Sabanilla  or  Puerto  Colombia,  and  Carta- 
gena; on  the  Pacific,  Buenaventura  and  Tumaco;  and  on  the 
Isthmus,  Colon  and  Panama.  These  latter  are  free  ports  through 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  commerce  of  the  eastern  coast  of 
the  United  States  with  the  western  coast  of  Central  and  South 
America  is  carried  on.  The  following  lines  of  steamers  touch  at 
the  ports  of  Colombia :  At  Colon,  the  Panama  Railroad  Steam- 
ship Line  from  New  York,  the  Royal  Mail,  the  Compagnie 
General  Transatlantique,  the  West  Indies  and  Pacific,  and  the 
Harrison,  which  touch  at  New  Orleans;  the  Hamburg  American, 
the  Transatlantica  Espanola,  from  New  York,  and  the  Veloce. 
The  steamers  of  the  South  American  Steamship  Company,  the 
North  American   Navigation   Company,   and    the    Pacific  Mail 
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*amship  Company  touch  at  Panama.  The  first  two  lines  ply 
ween  Panama  and  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  America,  and  the 
lers  between  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  Panama,  touching  at 
ts  of  Mexico  and  Central  America.  The  following  lines  run 
other  ports:  The  Barranquilla  Steamship  Company,  plying 
:ween  New  York  and  Barranquilla,  returning  via  Cartagena; 
:  Atlas  Line,  which,  plying  between  New  York  and  Sabanilla, 
iches  at  Cartagena  on  the  return  trips;  the  West  Indian  and 
cific,  sailing  between  Liverpool  and  Puerto  Colombia,  and 
*nce  to  New  Orleans  by  way  of  Colon  and  Cartagena;  the 
arrison  Line,  having  the  same  itinerary;  the  Transatlantica 
jpaiiola,  from  New  York  to  Puerto  Colombia,  touching  at  Car- 
jena.  Colon,  and  Havana;  the  Compagnie  Generale  Transat- 
itique,  the  Royal  Mail,  the  Veloce,  and  the 'Hamburg  American 
ne. 

Trade  with  places  having  no  railroad  facilities  is  carried  on 
er  wagon  roads  and  bridle  paths,  a  circumstance  which  should 
i^'ays  be  taken  into  account  and  never  lost  sight  of  by  shippers 
packing  their  goods.  Considering  the  necessity  of  crossing  the 
ides,  which  run  through  the  entire  country,  it  is  easy  to  com- 
-hend  that  the  methods  of  putting  up  merchandise  should  con- 
m  to  the  transportation  facilities;  that  the  goods  should  be  seat 
small  packages,  of  relatively  little  weight,  securely  packed,  so 
It  they  may  be  easily  transported  on  mules  or  in  wagons. 
The  principal  products  of  Colombia  are  coffee,  which  grows  in 
undance,  and  which  is  generally  known  in  the  American  mar- 
t  as  "  Sabanilla; "  cacao,  sugar  cane,  bananas  of  all  kinds,  cotton, 
ligo,  tobacco,  vanilla,  fruits  of  all  kinds,  building  and  cabinet 
>ods,  vegetable  ivory,  dyewoods  and  medicinal  plants,  fibers, 
X;  gold,  silver,  emeralds,  iron,  petroleum,  and  many  other 
inerals.  As  regafds  industries,  the  few  that  exist  are  only  of 
::al  importance  and  barely  produce  sufficiently  for  local  con- 
niption. 

The  trade  of  Colombia  through  the  port  of  Barranquilla  for 
e  year  ending  December  31,  1896,  according  to  the  report  of 
e  United  States  Consul  at  that  port,  Mr.  John  Bidlake,  reached 
e  figures  following : 

ports $8,  870,  993 

ports 9, 644,  398 
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Great  Britain,  the  largest  exporter  to  Colombia,  figures  in  rhe 
list  with  $3,396,2 Z3;  then  follow  in  regular    order  the  United 
States,  with  $1,75 1,99 1 ;  Germany,  with  $1,719,163;   France,  with 
$1,502,583,  and  then  Spain  and   Italy.     Colombia's  ex[X)rts  to 
Europe  were  to  the  value  of  $7,286,659,  and  to  the  United  States. 
$2,357,739.     These  figures  refer  only  to  the  port  of  Barranquilli 
Mr.  \' icTOR  ViFQUAiN,  United  States  consul  at  Panama,  in  a  re{X)rr 
dated  September  13, 1896,  published  in  the  "  Commercial  Relations 
of  the  United  States,"  1895-96,  says  that  from  the  meager  data 
available,  as  nearly  as  he  can  judge,  the  value  of  importations  int(^ 
the  Department  of  Panama  is  about  $2,250,000  per  annum  at  th 
ports  of  Panama,  Colon,  and  Bocas  del  Toro.     The  imports  ar^ 
made  up  almost  entirely  of  manufactured  products.     All  the  flocir 
and  lumber  come  from  the   United  States.     The   United  State5 
occupies  the   first  place  in  the   list  of  nations  exporting  to  the 
Isthmus;  next  follow  England,  Germany,  France,  China,  Japan, 
Italy,  and  Spain.     In  a  supplementary  report,  dated  December 4. 
1896,  the  same  consul,  upon  sending  several  statistical  tables,  says: 
"  The   Panama  table  shows  that  about  one-third  of  the  imports 
come  from  the   United  States;  the  same  holds  good  tor  Colon, 
while  Bocas  del  Toro  receives  all  of  its  imports  from  the  United 
States.     This    latter    place   sends  practically   everything  to  the 
United  States,  and  Colon  nearly  three-fifths  theretv).     About  one- 
half  of  the  exports  of  Panama  go  to  the  same  country." 

The  internal  resources  of  Venezuela  are  incalculable,  and  her 
geographical  position,  situated  as  she  is  in  the  center  of  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  South  American  continent,  peculiarly  adapts  her 
to  the  establishment  of  a  closer  trade  with  the  United  States. 
The  Caribbean  Sea  bathes  her  extensive  coast,  and  all  the  ports 
through  which  her  foreign  commerce  is  carried  on  are  located 
thereon.  La  Guaira  is  the  principal  port  of  the  Republic,  with  a 
magnificent  breakwater  to  which  vessels  moor;  Puerto  Cabelh 
Cariipano,  Cumanii,  Guanta,  Maracaibo,  on  the  lake  of  the  same 
name,  through  which  all  the  transit  trade  of  the  interior  of  Colom- 
bia is  carried  on;  La  Vela  de  Coro  and  Ciudad  Bolivar,  on  the 
Orinoco,  the  most  important  river  in  Venezuela  and  the  second  m 
rank  in  South  America,  navigable  for  many  miles  and  con> 
municating  with  the  Amazon.  The  only  line  of  United  States 
steamships  engaged  in  the   commerce  between  New  York  and 
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th  American  ports  is  the  Red  D  Line,  the  steamers  of  which 
t  New  York  every  ten  days  for  La  Guaira  and  Puerto 
ello  direct,  calling  at  Cura9ao,  and  carrying  passengers  and 
ht  tor  the  said  ports  and  for  transshipment  to  Maracaibo  and 
L  One  of  the  ships  of  this  line  makes  direct  trips  once 
mth  from  New  York  to  Maracaibo  and  Coro.  The  Spanish 
satlantic  Line,  leaving  New  York  once  a  month,  after 
ling  at  the  Island  of  Cuba,  proceeds  to  Puerto  Cabello  and 
juaira.  The  Dutch  Line,  which  also  calls  at  several  ports  of 
Antilles,  gbes  thence  to  La  Guaira,  Puerto  Cabello,  Cariipano, 
ana,  and  Guanta,  carrying  goods  for  Ciudad  Bolivar,  Cano 
rado,  and  Guiria,  which  are  transshipped  at  Trinidad, 
other  steamship  lines  calling  at  the  ports  of  Venezuela  are 
"rench  Transatlantic,  the  Hamburg- American,  the  Spanish 
satlantic,  the  Royal  Mail,  and  the  Veloce.  The  West  India 
Pacific,  the  Harrison  Line,  and  the  Prince  Line,  after  touch- 
it  Barbados,  Trinidad,  La  Guaira,  and  Puerto  Cabello,  call 
uracao,  at  Colombian  ports,  and  on  the  return  trip  often  at 
Orleans. 

le  topographical  conditions  of  Venezuela  have  been  a  draw- 
to  the  development  of  its  means  of  internal  communication, 
all  countries  which  are  traversed  by  the  Andes,  the  difR- 
!S  in  the  way  of  interior  trade  depend  on  the  obstacles  to  be 
ome. 

ick  of  labor  and  capital,  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other 
atural  wealth  of  the  countries  lying  in  the  Torrid  Zone,  their 
ty,  their  immense  areas  still  uncultivated,  covered  with  a 
h  of  forest  of  exuberant  vegetation,  will  be  the  principal 
s  of  their  slow  progress  until  population  increases,  bringing 
it  necessities  almost  unknown. 

)thwithstanding  these  conditions,  common  to  almost  the  whole 
)anish  America,  Venezuela  has  at  this  time  in  operation  the 
zing  railroads:  The  line  from  La  Guaira  to  Caracas,  one  of 
lost  noteworthy  engineering  works  in  Spanish  America,  unit- 
le  capital  with  the  principal  port  of  the  Republic ;  the  Gran 
carril  de  Venezuela  starts  from  the  capital  and,  after  crossing 
ch  valleys  of  Aragua,  terminates  at  Valencia,  capital  of  the 
of  Carabobo,  where  it  joins  the  railroad  from  Valencia  to 
o  Cabello,  placing  it  in  communication  with  that  port;  the 
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Central  Railroad  of  Venezuela,  which  also  starts  from  Caracas  and 
goes  eastward,  eventually  reaching  the  rich  producing  centers  of 
Santa  Lucia;  the  line  from  Caracas  to  Valle;  the  Bolivar  Rail- 
road, from  Tucacas  to  Barquisimeto,  which,  by  means  of  small 
steamers,  connects  at  Tucacas  with  Puerto.  Cabello;  the  Barquisi- 
meto line,  running  southwesterly;  the  line  from  Ceiba  to  Valera; 
that  from  Santa  Barbara  to  Vijia;  that  from  Encontrados  to  Fria; 
that  from  Carenero  to  San  Jose;  from  Guanta  to  Barcelona;  from 
Maiquetia  to  Macuto,  and  several  projected  lines.  There  arc 
besides  many  wagon  roads  and  mule  paths. 

Agriculture  and  stock  raising  constitute  the  principal  wealth  of 
Venezuela.     The  diversity  of  its  climate,  the  fruitfulness  of  its 
soil  watered  by  innumerable  rivers,  its  immense  plains  coAstantly 
covered  with  abundant  pasture,  await  only  the  impulse  of  capital 
and  labor  to  produce  the  most  gratifying  results.     The  principal 
agricultural  products  are  coffee,  cacao,  tonka  beans,  rubber,  sugar^ 
tobacco,  indigo,  and  whatever  the  tropical  zone  produces.    Its- 
cattle  resources  are  very  great,  and  the  want  of  proper  means 
communication  with  the  interior  of  the  country  is  all  that  h 
prevented  its  development.     In  spite  of  this,  Venezuela  suppli 
nearly  all  the  Antilles  nearest  its  coast  and  the  Guianas  with  ca.r- 
tle  on  the  hoof     The  United  States  minister  in  Caracas,  Hon. 
Francis    B.    Loomis,  in  a   report   dated    November    19,  1897, 
addressed  to  the  Department  of  State,  says :     "  The  cattle  industry 
of  Venezuela  is  one  that  may  become  of  enough  importance  at 
any  time  to  constitute  a  menace  to  the  American  cattle  trade. 
*     *     *     The  cattle  industry  is  in  its  infancy  here  and  there  is 
excellent  reason  to  think  that  it  is  capable  of  enormous  develop- 
ment.    The  lands  capable  of  furnishing  good  grazing  are  vast  in 
extent." 

There  are  226  mines  in  the  country,  furnishing  42  different 
metals,  the  principal  being  gold,  copper,  besides  asphalt,  petroleum, 
urao,  marble,  salt,  etc. 

Venezuela's  principal  article  of  export  is  coffee,  of  which  a 
great  quantity  is  consumed  in  the  United  States,  in  whose  mar- 
kets it  is  known  under  the  names  of  "Caracas  "and  "Maracaiba 
the  former  of  these  embracing  coffees  from  the  center  of  the  coun- 
try exported  through  La  Guaira,  Puerto  Cabello,  and  Cumana, 
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and  the  "Maracaibo"  brand  embraces  those  from  the  Zulia  and 
Los  Andes  region,  Trujillo,  Merida,  Tovar,  Bocono,  San  Cristo- 
bal, etc.  The  coffee  exports  from  Venezuela  to  the  United  States, 
principally  those  from  La  Guaira  and  Puerto  Cabello,  which  in 
1888  amounted  to  242,890  bags,  decreased  in  1893  to  3,718  bags, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  a  reciprocity  treaty  between  1892  and 
1894.  When  the  retaliatory  duties  of  1894  were  repealed,  the 
importation  of  these  coffees  again  commenced  to  increase.  The 
imports  of  coffee  from  Maracaibo,  which  also  decreased  consider- 
ably during  that  time,  have  again  commenced  to  slowly  increase, 
to  the  extent  that  nearly  the  whole  crop  from  that  locality  now 
comes  to  this  market 

The  cacao  of  Venezuela  also  finds  a  ready  sale  in  the  United 
States,  in  whose  markets  it  is  known,  like  coffee,  by  the  names  of 
"Caracas"  and  "Maracaibo,"  the  former  embracing  the  cacao 
coming  from  Rio  Caribe,  Guiria,  Carupano,  Rio  Chico,  Higue- 
rote,  and  other  places  on  the  eastern  coast ;  the  other  grade  comes 
from  the  states  of  Zulia  and  Los  Andes.  Hides  and  skins,  rub- 
f^er,  tonka  beans,  dyewoods,  and  other  products  are  also  exported, 
f^rom  the  nature  of  the  exports  it  will  be  understood  that  the 

• 

'niports  of  Venezuela  embrace  all  kinds  of  products  of  manufac- 
turing industries  in  Europe  and  the  United  States;  the  principal 
Jniports  from  the  latter  country  being  wheat  flour,  lard,  butter, 
kerosene  oil,  groceries  of  all  kinds,  oils  and  paints,  barbed  wire, 
Cordage,  firearms,  Roman  cement,  drugs  and  perfumery,  hardware, 
paper  and  printing  materials,  sewing  machines,  building  lumber, 
Cut  tobacco  for  cigarettes,  machinery,  glass  and  lamp  goods,  and 
Some  dry  goods.     The  principal  importation  of  the  latter  class  of 
'Merchandise  is  from  England  and  France,  although  it  is  a  recog- 
'^ized  feet  that  these  products  of  the  manufacturing  industry  of 
^e  United  States  can  compete  with  the  European  in  quality, 
although  not  always  in  cheapness  of  price. 

The  exports  through  the  port  of  New  York  to  Venezuela 
^Uring  the  year  ending  December  31,  1897,  according  to  data 
*UTnished  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics  by  Senor 
*^on  Antonio  E.  Delfino,  consul-general  of  Venezuela  at  that 
Port,  amounted  to  $3,183,016.86,  United  States  gold;  deducting 
*^om  this  amount  $91,351.76  for  coined  gold,  leaves  a  net  total  of 
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$3,091,605.19 — value  of  the  merchandise  exported.  During  the 
fiscal  year  of  1896,  according  to  the  statistics  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  the  trade  of  V^enezuela  with  this  countn'  reached 
the  figures  following:  imports  from  Venezuela,  $9,649,911:  ex- 
ports to  Venezuela,  $3,838,746.  In  1893,  Venezuela  imported 
the  following  amounts:  From  the  United  States,  $4,207,661; 
from  France,  $2,335,300;  from  Great  Britain,  $4,553,287,  and 
from  Germany,  $2,000,000,  more  or  less. 

The  Guianan  territory  is  made  up  of  the  English,  Dutch,  and 
French  possessions  in  the  southern  American  continent  Their 
principal  cities  are  Georgetown  or  Demerara,  capital  of  British 
Guiana,  with  a  good  port;  Paramaribo,  capital  of  Dutch  Guiana. 
on  the  Surinam  River;  and  Cayenne,  capital  of  French  Guiana, oik 
the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

The  natural  resources  of  these  colonies  are  identical;  thevaLl 
produce  sugar  cane  (the  most  important  of  the  industries),  coffee, 
cacao,  rice,  bananas,  etc.,  building  and  cabinet  woods,  and  gold. 
The  foreign  trade  of  British  Guiana,  according  to  official  reports, 
is  as  follows :  About  one-half  of  the  imports  of  the  colony  come 
from  Great  Britain,  one-fifth  from  the   United  States,  and  the 
remainder  is  divided  among  other  nations.     Sugar,  rum,  melados, 
gold,  and  lumber  are  the'  principal  exports  of  the  colony.    The 
greater   part  of  the   sugar  goes  to  the  United    States.     In  the 
year  1895-96  the  sugar  sent  to  this  latter  country  was  valued  at 
$3,150,129,  as  against  $1,685,302  to  Great  Britain.     The  princi- 
pal products  imported  from  the  United  States  are  breadstuffs  and 
provisions  of  all  kinds,  while  from  England  it  imports  machincn'. 
cloth,  etc. 

In  this  regard,  Mr.  Patterson,  United  States  Consul,  in  a 
report  published  in  Volume  I  of  "Commercial  Relations  of  the 
United  States,"  1895-96,  says:  "This  being  strictly  an  English 
colony,  and  the  inhabitants  being  used  to  English  dry  goods, 
notions,  boots  and  shoes,  the  majorityAnow  nothing  of  American 
goods.  I  have  met  a  great  many  English  persons  who  preter 
some  classes  of  American  goods,  but  are  unable  to  obtain  them. 
One  reason  why  almost  all  dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes  are  im- 
ported  from  England  is,  that  all  the  firms  who  do  the  importing 
have  their  agents  in  London  and  their  credit  established,  and 
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unless  forced  to  do  so  will  continue  to  import  from  there.  I 
have  had  conversations  with  several  parties  on  this  subject,  and 
the  claim  is  put  forth  that  England  sells  more  cheaply  than  the 
United  States." 
British  Guiana  maintains  regular  steam  communication  with 
jj  Europe  and  with  the  United  States  by  means  of  the  steamers  of 
the  Royal  Dutch  Mail  every  three  weeks;  the  Armstrong  Line, 
tt'hich  sends  one  or  two  steamers  a  month  to  New  York,  and  the 
I  Quebec  Line,  having  a  semimonthly  service.  The  freight  rates 
/  to  the  United  States  are  moderate,  and  the  trip  is  made  in  about 
/      ten  days. 

I  In  Dutch  Guiana,  whose  commerce  has  suffered  of  late  years 

/  through  the  fall  in  cacao,  sugar,  and  the  falling  off  in  the  produc- 
tion of  gold,  a  new  industry  has  lately  been  established,  which  is 
the  exploiting  of  "balata,"  or  the  sap  of  the  bullet  tree,  used  as  a 
Substitute  for  india  rubber.  Almost  the  entire  output  of  this 
product  goes  to  the  United  States.  The  principal  exports  of  the 
<^olony  are  the  article  just  mentioned,  cacao,  coffee,  gold,  hides, 
^^ocoanuts,  sugar,  and  woods;  the  importations  are  breadstuffs  and 
provisions  of  all  kinds,  hardware,  dry  goods,  kerosene,  and  pine 
lumber.  From  the  United  States,  it  imports  groceries  and  provi- 
sions,  breadstuffs,  kerosene,  pine  lumber,  and  some  hardware. 
Everything  else  consumed  in  the  colony  comes  from  England 
and  Holland.  The  total  value  of  the  exports  of  the  colony  to 
Ae  United  States  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1896,  was 
estimated  at  $957,247,  as  against  $361,657,  the  value  of  its 
^niports  from  the  latter  country,  according  to  the  official  statistics 
ot  the  United  States  Treasury.  Communication  with  the  latter 
country  is  maintained  by  the  Royal  West  India  Mail. 

French  Guiana  possesses  rich  gold  mines  in  operation.  Coffee, 
**  t>alata,"  cacao,  and  sugar  cane  are  cultivated  there.  Building 
^nd  cabinet  woods  and  medicinal  plants  are  also  produced.  Its 
^'^ly  imports  from  the  United  States  are  breadstuffs,  groceries,  and 
P^'ovisions  of  all  kinds;  everything  else  coming  from  Europe. 
^  here  are  no  regular  and  direct  lines  of  communication  with  the 
^  iiited  States.  Referring  to  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with 
*^  Tench  Guiana,  Mr.  Wacogne,  United  States  consul,  in  a  report 
Published  in  the  "Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States," 
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1895-96,  says  that  were  it  not  for  the  high  customs  duties  of  the 
colony,  the  trade  in  lumber  and  in  American  products  inlportcd 
there  would  increase. 

There  only  remain  to  be  mentioned  now  the  Dutch  island  of 
Cura9ao  and  the  British  colony  of  Trinidad,  both  of  which  occupy 
an  exceptional  geographical  position  and  possess  excellent  ports. 
They  lie  only  a  short  distance  from  the  coast  of  Venezuela  and 
serve  as  a  distributing  point  for  the  goods  going  to  that  Republic 
and  Colombia.     Nearly  all  vessels  having  both   countries  as  a 
destination  touch  at  Cura9ao.    The  only  products  Cura9ao  exports 
are  divi-divi,  hides  and  skins,  wool,  not  of  a  superior  quality, 
phosphates,  and  salt.     Its  imports  embrace  nearly  all  the  goods 
locally  consumed,  food  stuffs  being  almost  in  their  entirety  from 
the  United  States.     With  the  exception  of  a  few  commodities, 
nearly  all  the  imports  into  Cura9ao  are  forwarded  to  the  Colombian 
and  Venezuelan  coasts,  from  Panama  to  the  Orinoco.     In  a  report 
of  Mr.  Jarvis  Spencer,   United  States  consul,  dated  Februan' 
9,  1897,  are  the  following  words:  "  I  desire  to  emphasize  thefet 
that  Cura9ao  has  much  easier  access  to  all  parts  of  Colombia  and 
Venezuela  than  any  other  place  within  or  without  these  countries, 
and  consequently  it  is  the  place  to  enter  a  wedge  to  open  trade 
relationship  with  this  part  of  South  America  in  American  manu- 
factured  products.     Whatever  is  approved  by  the  merchants  oi 
Cura9ao  is  sure  to  find  its  way  into  the  countries  spoken  of  and 
to  grow  in  favor,  as  they  thoroughly  understand  the  requirements 
of  their  customers." 

The  British  colony  of  Trinidad  comprises  the  island  of  that 
name  and  that  of  Tobago.  Situated  a  few  miles  out  from  the 
Delta  of  the  Orinoco,  lies  Trinidad,  the  key  to  this  great  fluvial 
artery  of  Venezuela.  Here,  the  same  as  at  Cura9ao,  arrive  arti- 
cles in  transit  for  Venezuela.  Port  of.  Spain,  the  principal  city 
and  harbor  of  the  island,  has  an  anchorage  which  is  considered 
the  best  in  the  Antilles,  where  many  vessels  en  route  to  Central 
and  South  America  call.  Communication  between  New  York 
and  Port  of  Spain  is  maintained  by  means  of  the  steamships  01 
the  Trinidad  Line  and  the  Royal  Dutch  Line.  Between  Ciudad 
Bolivar  (Venezuela)  and  Port  of  Spain,  there  are  steamship  lin^^ 
carrying  on  trade  on  the  Orinoco. 

The  principal  products  of  the  island  are  the  universally  femed 
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cacao,  coffee  (limited  in  quantity),  sugar,  asphalt,  cocoanuts,  and 
bananas.  Its  export  trade  in  1896,  according  to  the  English 
official  statistics,  was  as  follows:  imports,  ;^2,i88,i89;  exports, 
j^2, 165,820.  The  colony  imported  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
amount  of  jCc^jS^S^S^  ^^^  from  the  United  States  to  the  value  of 
^458440,  as  against  ;^943,888,  and  ;^669,950  exported  to  both 
countries,  respectively.  The  remainder  of  the  trade,  export  and 
import,  was  with  F* ranee,  Venezuela,  and  the  other  Antilles. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  natural  wealth  of  these  countries  and  the 
absence  of  means  for  developing  it,  the  lack  of  industries  and 
means  of  internal  communication,  the  urgent  need  of  population 
and  capital,  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  of  the  American  enter- 
prising spirit,  the  resources  possessed  by  the  United  States,  and  its 
immense  industries  which  can  meet  all  the  demands  of  Spanish 
America,  it  seems  but  natural  that,  in  view  of  their  geographical 
position,  the  United  States  should  be  owners  of  the  foreign  trade  of 
Latin  America.    While  the  U  nit'ed  States  was  engaged  exclusively 
in  its  own  development,  England,  Germany,  and  France  exerted 
themselves  assiduously  to  seeking  markets  for  the  surplus  of  their 
'ndustrial   products.     In  Spanish  America,  they  found  what  they 
desired.    They  devoted  themselves  to  studying  the  tastes  and  neces- 
sities of  those  countries  and  the  means  of  establishing  a  trade 
therewith,  all  the  more  profitable  since  there  were  no  competitors. 
The  moment  arrived  when  the  United  States  also  wished  to 
participate  in  those  benefits,  and  they  undertook  the  task — not, 
however,  employing  the  methods  followed  by  their  rivals,  but 
those  which  had  produced  good  results  at  home.     From  that  time, 
rnore  or  less  continuous  efforts  have  been  put  forth  in  prosecution 
^t  the  object  in  view,  and  the  results  have  been  seen.     But  the 
currents  of  trade  can  not  be  changed  at  will.     To  secure  this,  con- 
^ientious  and    painstaking  labor   is  necessary.     Before   all,  we 
^ust  needs  make   patent,  in  a  practical  and  trustworthy  manner, 
the  excellence  of  the  product,  its  advantages,  and  its  consumption. 
*t:  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  establish  means  of  communication 
^tween  the  producer  and  the  consumer;  to  study  the  tastes,  the 
'^^cds,  the  customs,  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  consumer,  in 
^''der  to  meet  the  case  by  catering  to  things  as  we  find  them. 

Nothing  speaks  more  eloquently  in  behalf  of  United  States 
products  than  the  European  imitations  of  them,  which,  under  the 
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name  of  United  States  products,  are  sold  in  Spanish  America. 
This  is  a  fact  of  which  American  manufpcturers  are  not  ignorant, 
and  from  which,  nevertheless,  they  do  not  seem  to  learn  the  full 
lesson.  Neither  do  they  seem  to  have  studied  a  system  of  credit 
which  can  compete  with  that  granted  by  Europe — a  system  which 
is  the  basis  of  their  commercial  prosperity  in  Spanish  America— 
for  it  must  be  remembered  that  payments  are  made  when  the 
crops  are  garnered,  these  crops  being  the  only  source  of  income  ot 
those  countries,  and  the  merchants  who  buy  on  short  time  to  sell 
on  long  terms  are  very  few.  The  producer  and  the  seller  must 
adjust  themselves  ever  to  the  necessities  of  the  consumer.  Until 
this  is  done,  it  is  not  possible  for  trade  to  flourish. 

Let  the  commercial  usages,  the  peculiar  needs,  the  customs  ot 
the  purchaser  be  studied  on  the  ground  itself*  as  European  fimis 
do.     Let  American  lines  of  steamers  be  established  to  ply  between 
the  United  States  and  Spanish  America;  let  American  railroads 
be  built  there  where  nearly  all  now  existing  are  French,  English, 
or  German;  let  American  houses  be  founded  to  compete  with  the 
German,  French,  and  English,  and  the  American  product,  almost 
without  any  effort  other  than  the  mere  introduction  into  the  market, 
will   occupy  the  place  to  which  it  is  entitled  by  reason  of  its 
quality,  for  it  is  already  proven  that,  with  the  rarest  exceptions, 
due  to  the  newness  of  their  industries,  the  products  of  the  Lnited 
States  can  compete  and  do  compete  with  those  of  Europe. 

The  step  favorable  to  American  trade  which  has  just  been  taken 
by  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers  of  the  United 
States  of  America  through  the  establishment  at  Caracas,  capital 
of  Venezuela,  of  a  permanent  exposition,  is  worthy  of  the  highest 
praise,  for  it  is  the  first  stone  of  the  building  which  the  whole  or 
a  continent  will  raise  to  the  commerce  of  "Americans  with  Amer- 
icans." Similar  enterprises  established  in  the  other  countries. 
accompanied  by  the  study  of  the  special  requirements  of  eachot 
them,  must  be  the  basis  of  the  commercial  prosperity  ot  the 
United  States  which,  as  has  been  said  already  and  as  is  \*'^" 
known,  produces  or  can  produce  everything  that  is  consumed  ot^ 
the  continent 
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E  TRANS-MISSISSIPPI  AND  INTERNATIONAL 

EXPOSITION. 

ine  I,  next,  is  the  date  set  for  the  inauguration  of  the  great 
strial,  agricultural,  and  artistic  exposition,  which  is  to  be  held 
le  city  of  Omaha,  State  of  Nebraska,  the  duration  of  which 

be  five  months.  Everything  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
is-Mississippi  Exposition  will  be,  in  many  ways,  one  of  the  most 
Die  that  has  occurred  in  the  United  States,  and  that  it  will  be 
ful  in  its  results.  It  could  hardly  be  otherwise,  from  the  fact 
there  are  to  be  exhibited,  principally,  the  resources  and  prod- 
of  that  marvelous  section  known  as  the  West,  whose  progress 
development  of  late  years  are  the  astonishment  of  natives 
foreigners.  In  fact,  the  annals  of  the  world  furnish  no  record 
^arable  to  the  growth  of  those  States  of  the  American  Union 
h  form  the  vast  region  beyond  the  Mississippi  and  embrace 
rea  of  more  than  2,500,000  square  miles,  with  a  population 
learly  20,000,000  inhabitants.  There  is  the  great  granary 
America,  the  agricultural  and  mineral  region  par  excellence^ 
•e  exist  great  forests,  producing  excellent  building  woods, 

vast  prairies  where  innumerable  droves  of  cattle  graze,  in 
iselves  constituting  one  of  the  most  inexhaustible  sources  of 
lie  wealth.  But,  above  all,  the  West  is  the  wonderful  land 
re,  during  the  existence  of  a  single  generation,  beautiful  and 
ulous  cities  figuring  in  the  first  rank  of  the  industrial,  artistic, 
commercial  centers  in  the  country,  true  representatives  of  the 
3nal  culture,  have  been  reared. 

he  illimitable  resources  of  the  Great  West  will  perhaps  now 
xhibited  for  the  first  time,  and  this  is  what  is  to  give  to  the 
ns-Mississippi  Exposition  an  especial  character  which  entitles 
•  the  careful  study  of  all  such  as  are  interested  in  the  progress 
America. 

ls  was  to  be  expected,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
actively  participated  in  this  notable  enterprise,  and  Congress 
appropriated  $200,000  to  meet  the  expenses  incident  to  the 
ial  exhibit,  including  the  building,  transportation,  etc. 
Jl  the  Western  States  and  many  of  the  Southern  and  Eastern 

be   represented  at  the  Omaha  Exposition;  but  it  will  also 
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have  an  international  character,  for  many  foreign  countries  have 
accepted  the  invitation  which  the  United  States  Government, 
through  the  Department  of  State,  extended  to  them  to  take  pait 
in  the  great  trans- Mississippi  gathering.  The  Omaha  Exposition 
is  invested  with  special  interest  as  regards  the  Latin-American 
nations,  since,  desirous  as  they  are  to  enlarge  their  commercial 
relations  with  the  United  States,  they  can  not  fail  to  see  in  that 
event  a  most  propitious  occasion  to  make  known  their  products, 
even  more  than  they  are  now  known  in  the  markets  of  this  coun- 
try, and  to  come  and  observe  near  at  hand  the  industrial  advance 
ment  of  this  great  nation.  As  is  well  known,  the  trade  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  Latin-American  Republics  for  many  years  has 
been  principally  with  Europe,  although  the  fact  is  recognized  that, 
of  late,  they  trade  considerably  with  the  United  States,  a  tendency 
favorable  to  the  growth  of  this  commerce  being  noticeable. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  much  remains  to  be  done,  and  the  day  will 
come  when  the  Americans  of  the  north,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
south,  will  recall  with  surprise  the  time  when  their  mutual  com- 
mercial transactions  were  limited  solely  to  a  certain  class  of  articles, 
and  when  the  inhabitants  of  some  of  the  most  extensive  sections 
of  this  continent  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  went  to  the  markets  of 
England,  France,  Germany,  and  Italy  in  search  of  manufectures 
which  the  factories  of  the  United  States  produce  to  perfection. 
It  will  then  seem  incredible  that,  at  the  close  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  the  merchants  of  some  points  of  Central  America,  for 
instance,  brought  from  Hamburg,  in  Germany,  doubling  Cape 
Horn  or  passing  through  the  Straits  of  Magellan  and  traveling 
not  less  than  1 1,000  miles,  merchandise  which  they  could  easily 
have  obtained  in  the  United  States,  traversing  one-fifth  of  that 
great  distance. 

In  that  not  far  distant  future,  numerous  European  articles  which 
are  to-day  to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  Latin-America,  such  as 
French  pianos,  foot  wear,  glassware,  and  furniture ;  German  hats, 
dry  goods,  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  lamps  and 
toys;  English  linen,  cotton,  and  woolen  goods;  cutlerj%  leather 
goods,  paper,  and  hardware,  will  be  looked  upon  as  veritable  curi- 
osities. It  seems  hardly  possible  that  even  now  German  sewing 
machines  go  to  the  Republic  of  Uruguay,  these  articles  being,  as 
they  are,  essentially  United  States  productions.     Steel  rails  arc 
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jxprted  from  the  United  States  to  Europe,  a  fact  which  is  assur- 
edly not  known  in  many  parts  of  Latin- America,  since  in  many 
)f  those  countries,  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  railroad  material  needed, 
ncluding  rails,  is  ordered  from  England.  Notwithstanding  that 
t  is  a  recognized  fact  that  the  best  machinery  in  the  world  is 
nanufectured  in  the  United  States,  some  countries  of  Spanish 
America  still  purchase  the  machinery  they  need,  not  excepting 
ugar-making  machinery,  in  Europe. 

It  has  before  been  stated  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  ana  is  now 
!peated,  that  the  industries  of  the  United  States  are,  up  to  a  certain 
oint,  unknown  in  Latin  America,  and  hence  the  trade  between 
le  nations  of  the  north  and  of  the  south  of  our  continent  has 
3t  reached  as  yet  the  full  development  which  it  will  later  enjoy, 
itemational  expositions  contribute  greatly  to  this  latter  result, 
id  therefore  the  exhibition  about  to  be  opened  in  the  city  of 
maha  will  be  highly  beneficial. 

The  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics  appreciates  fully  the 
portance  that  this  gathering  has  for  the  countries  forming  the 
tcrnational  Union,  and  is  deeply  interested  that  it  may  obtain 
i  most  complete  success.  Being  the  official  center  of  informa- 
n  as  regards  the  commerce,  production,  industry,  material  prog- 
s,  and,  in  fine,  whatever  affects  the  advancement  of  the 
mblics  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  the  Bureau  desires  that 
'  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  shall  be  well  known  and  appre- 
ted  throughout  the  continent.  The  work  of  the  Bureau 
tbraces  a  large  number  of  branches,  and  no  efforts  are  omitted 
make  each  of  them  satisfactory  to  all  the  governments  repre- 
ited  in  this  International  Union.  Through  the  medium  of  the 
3NTHLY  Bulletin,  the  industrial  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
lited  States  are  fumished  valuable  information  respecting 
■  opportunities  which  the  southern  countries  offer  to  trade;  at 
•  same  time  the  latter  countries  are  given  the  most  recent 
::ices  regarding  the  markets  of  the  United  States. 
As  one  of  the  most  eloquent  proofs  of  the  constant  and  assiduous 
>rts  of  the  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics  to  encourage  trade 
"Ween  all  the  nations  of  this  continent,  the  Commercial  Directory, 

second  volume  of  which  is  about  to  be  published,  may  be 
ntioned.  In  this  work,  which  well  deserves  to  be  called  unique 
its  kind,  is  to  be  found  compiled  a  larger  amount  of  usefuL 
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not  to  say  necessary,  information  for  American  commerce  than  in 
all  the  other  publications  of  this  class  circulating  throughout  the 
world.  As  a  book  of  reference  the  Directory  is  unrivaled,  and 
it  is  no  exaggeration  to  assert  that,  by  relying  on  it,  the  business 
men  of  North  and  South  America  can  arrive  at  a  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  resources  of  their  respective  countries  than  by  reading 
numerous  tomes  on  the  same  subjects. 

It  has  been  stated  how  imperfectly  the  products  of  United  States 
industry  are  known  in   Latin  America.     A  few  words  may  now 
be  said  regarding  the   paucity  of  information  noticeable  in  the 
United  States  with  respect  to  the  Latin- American  countries  and 
their  resources.     Up  to  a  few  years  ago,  the  merchants  ot  the 
United  vStates  cared  little  or  nothing  for  trade  with  the  nations  ot 
this  continent,  excepting  Mexico  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others; 
to  which  fact  is  due  the  establishment  by  Europe  of  a  commercial 
monopoly  in  Central  and  South  America.      Many  causes  have 
been    cited  to  explain   this   mercantile   indifference  on  the  parr 
of    the    United  States,    in    relation    to    the    other   countries  ot 
the   new  world,  and  one  of  them  has  been,  without  doubt,  the 
enormous  trade  between  the  different  States  of  the  Union,  which 
all  the  manufactories  of  this  country  barely  supplied.     As  time 
went  on,  however,  and  the   industrial  production   exceeded  the 
demand,  it  became  indispensable  to  seek  foreign  consumers,  and, 
as  was  natural,  Latin  America  was  thought  of,  and  an  examina- 
tion of  those  markets  was  begun.     Then,  for  the  first  time,  it  was 
understood  that  this  country  had  abandoned  to  European  specula- 
tion a  most  extensive  field  of  action,  where  the  genius  and  activit)' 
of  the  American  people  could  have  been  for  a  long  time  giirner- 
ing  inestimable  advantages.     And  in  truth,  when  one  dwells  on 
the  wealth  which  that  immense  region  extending  from  Mexico  to 
Chile  enfolds,  it  can  not  but  cause  surprise  that,  from  the  ven' 
beginning,  it  did  not  claim  the  attention  of  the  Great  Republic 
as  a  worthy  field  for  the  enterprising  spirit  of  an  essentially  ener- 
getic race. 

A  glance  at  the  map  of  America  will  suffice  to  show  what  the 
American  nations  of  Latin  origin  mean  to-day  and  what  they 
will  necessarily  mean  to-morrow.  European  immigration  is 
already  causing  in  the  Argentine    Republic  a  transformation  a^ 
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xligous  as  that  which  is  wrought  in  the  United  States,  and  the 

althy,  populous,  and  splendid  city  of  Buenos  Ayres  deserves  to 

designated  as  the   New  York  of  the  south.     When  the  whole 

South  America  shall  be  populated  in  proportion  to  its  territo- 

1  area  there  will  be  on  that  beautiful  continent  more  inhabitants 

m   now  held  by  Europe.     Central  America  is  making  rapid 

ides  to  occupy  a  prominent  position,  from  a  commercial  point 

view,  on  a  par  .with  the  other   great   sections  of  this   hemi- 

lere,  and  foreign  immigration  already  seeking  its  shores  will 

ike  of  that  magnificent  region  one  of  the  richest  portions  of  the 

)be.     It  seems  almost  unnecessary  to  speak  of  Mexico,  whose 

jgress  of  late  years  is  justly  a  cause   for  pride  in  her  sons  and 

'  admiration  throughout  the  world. 

International  expositions  are  recognized  as  powerful  factors  in 
e  advancement  of  the  arts,  industry,  and  commerce,  and  there- 
re  great  nations  from  time  to  time  hold  such  gatherings, 
ranee  is  actively  preparing  for  the  great  exhibition  of  1900,  the 
ird  it  has  held  within  the  period  of  thirty-three  years.  In  the 
nited  States,  in  the  lapse  of  less  than  two  decades,  there  were 
'Id  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  Philadelphia  in  1876,  and  the 
^orld's  Fair  at  Chicago  in  1893.  Besides  these,  there  have  been 
hers  which,  although  smaller  in  proportions,  have  not  been,  prob- 
»ly,  in  results;  such  as  the  Atlanta  Exposition  in  1881 ;  that  at 
ew  Orleans  in  1884  ;  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  in  1894;  the  sec- 
id  Atlanta  Fair  in  1895,  and  that  at  Nashville  in  1897.  Great 
ritain,  from  a  very  early  date,  recognized  the  necessity  of  holding 
dustrial  exhibitions,  and  in  1828  one  was  held  in  London, 
hich,  however,  did  not  produce  all  the  results  it  promised, 
ater,  in  1845,  the  Exhibition  of  Manufactures,  which  also  took 
ace  at  the  capital  of  the  Kingdom,  achieved  the  greatest  success, 
our  years  later,  came  the  Birmingham  Exposition,  the  most  per- 
ct  held  in  the  country  up  to  that  time;  but  it  was  not  until 
^51  that  England  offered  to  the  world  one  of  the  most  notable 
chibitions  of  this  century,  of  which  it  still  retains  grateful 
lemories.  The  other  European  nations  have  at  different  times 
*ld  similar  expositions,  these  being  in  Germany,  Austria,  Bel- 
um,    Spain,    Switzerland,     Russia,     Italy,    Sweden,    Turkey, 

olland,  Greece,  Denmark,  and   Portugal.     Among  the  Latin- 
Bull.  No.  11 2 
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American  countries  following  this  example,  may  be  mentioned 
Brazil,  Chile,  Venezuela,  Colombia,  Peru,  and  Guatemala. 

It  is  plain  that,  as  the  world  progresses,  these  international  assem- 
blages will  be  more  frequent,  for  nothing  can  give  so  exact  an  idea 
of  the  progress  and  the  resources  of  a  country,  since  they  are  true 
object  lessons  from  which  the  nations  learn,  better  than  in  any  other 
way,  to  appreciate  one  another.  Taking  the  United  States  as  an 
example,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  numerous  industries  here 
existing  need  expositions  of  an  international  character  in  order  to 
become  properly  known,  since  a  sample  displayed  before  the  eya 
of  the  public  conveys  a  far  better  idea  of  the  product  of  a  factor)' 
than  all  the  descriptions  and  advertisements  imaginable.  For  this 
reason,  it  is  most  advisable  to  invite  foreign  nations  to  meet  together 
at  these  industrial  and  artistic  assemblages.  In  the  present  case, 
above  all,  where  we  have  an  American  exhibition,  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  have  represented  there  all  or  a  greater  part 
of  the  nations  of  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

Laying  aside  the  purely  commercial  question,  it  is  a  fact  that 
out  of  the  close  communication  which  is  established  during  an 
international  concourse  of  the  peoples  of  different  countries  there 
grow  more  friendly  sentiments  among  them,  and  hence  a  better 
understanding  between  the  various  people  and  the  governments. 
These  expositions  ought,  therefore,  to  be  considered  highly  advan- 
tageous from  the  political  point  of  view.  In  America,  moreover, 
they  tend  to  dissipate  certain  errors  still  existing  relative  to  the 
political  tendencies  of  this  or  that  republic,  and  the  expediency  ot 
the  two  great  races  peopling  this  hemisphere  knowing  each  other 
intimately  can  not  be  too  forcibly  dwelt  upon  in  order  that  rival- 
ries born  of  time-worn  prejudices  may  cease  forever. 

The  city  where  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  is  to  be  held 
is  one  of  those  marvelous  creations  of  Western  energy  and  activ- 
ity. Its  foundation  dating  back  barely  forty-four  years,  Omaha 
to-day  has  more  than  140,000  inhabitants  and  is  a  commercial  and 
railroad  center  of  great  importance,  being  the  meeting  point  otno 
less  than  fourteen  railway  lines  which  place  the  city  in  direct  com- 
munication with  the  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific,  as  well 
as  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Thus  it  may  be  seen  how  accessible 
the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  will  be  to  all  who  desire  to  visit 
it,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Latin  American  countries  will  wish  to 
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prove  the  opportunity  presented  to  them  to  come  and  see  with 
rir  own  eyes  the  state  of  advancement  and  culture  which  has 
m  reached  by  the  Great  West  of  the  United  States — that 
mense  region  over  which  less  than  half  a  century  ago  roamed 
des  of  savages  and  herds  of  buffalo ;  but  where  the  spirit  of  an 
jrecedented  civilization  has  raised,  as  if  by  enchantment,  splen- 

cities  which  rival  in  wealth,  refinement,  and  good  taste  the 
St  cultured  capitals  of  Europe  and  America, 
kVhen  the  United  States  is  spoken  of  abroad,  the  West  is  fre- 
jntly  forgotten  to  the  extent  that  even  statesmen  and  writers  of 
e  imagine  that  the  virility  and  energy  of  the  nation  are  confined 
lusively  to  the  Eastern  States,  a  profound  error  which  has  in 
t  contributed  to  the  failure  to  appreciate,  as  it  should  be,  the 
^nitude  of  the  American  Union.  Those  are  not  wanting  who 
igine  that  when  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
ishington,  and  New  Orleans  have  been  mentioned  there  is  noth- 

further  to  be  said  regarding  cities  of  the  United  States.    And 

after  the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago,  which  was  to  many  coun- 
s  of  the  world  a  veritable  revelation. 

-atin  America  has  gained  more  correct  ideas  of  what  the  Great 
:st  of  the  United  States  is  since  the  International  American 
iference  met  and  the  delegates  accredited  to  that  body  made 
J  famous  trip  to  the  different  points  of  the  Republic,  including 
heir  itinerary  several  Westem  States.  This  opportunity  which 
5ented  itself  to  the  representatives  of  the  southern  nations  to 
ly  the  rapid  progress  of  the  westem  section  of  this  country  was 
>t  propitious,  and  it  is  known  that  they  expressed  the  greatest 
liration  for  the  industrial  development  which,  without  doubt, 
ly  of  them  did  not  expect  to  witness.  Since  that  time,  nearly 
*  years  have  elapsed,  a  term  which  elsewhere  does  not  mean 
:h,  but  which,  considering  the  bewildering  rapidity  with  which 
West  advances,  can  bring  about  surprising  transformations  in 
:  land  of  wonders;  and  should  any  of  those  who  visited  it  in 
k)  come  again  by  reason  of  the  Omaha  Exposition  they  will 
lly  believe  that  in  less  than  a  decade  the  changes  which  they 

surely  find  could  have  occurred. 

^n  American  international  exposition  having  its  seat  in  one  of 
great  capitals  of  Latin- America,  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  for 
ance,  would  bring  transcendent  consequences  to  the  commer- 
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cial  interests  of  our  continent,  and  would  cooperate  in  a  pow- 
erful manner  toward  the  realization  of  the  ends  the  International 
American  Conference  had   in  view  when   it  recommended  the 
establishment  of  this  Bureau.     The  high-minded  men  who  are 
interested  in  the   intellectual  and  material  advancement  of  out 
countries  should  assist  in  the  realization  of  this  idea,  to  the  end 
that  the  dawn  of  the  twentieth  century  shall  witness  the  fraternal 
assemblage  of  the  two  great  races  of  our  America  in  a  grand 
artistic,  industrial,  and  agricultural  concourse. 


BRAZIL. 

MODIFICATIONS  OF  TARIFF. 

Following  is  the  present  Brazilian  tariff  on  the  leading  products 
imported  from  the  United  States,  as  published  in  the  advance 
sheets  of  the  United  States  Consular  Reports  for  March,  189& 
This  statement  shows  some  radical  changes,  both  in  classification 
and  rate,  from  the  tariff  of  1896.     As  an  entirely  new  departure, 
agricultural  and  mining  machinery  have  been  transferred  from  tbt 
free  list  to  the  dutiable  list. 

Books,  maps,  and  other  printed  matter. — Books  bound  in  ivory,  mothcr-oA 
pearl,  tortoise,  increased  from  8.300  milreis*  ($1.16)  to  12  milreis  ($1.68)  per 
kilogram  ;t  same  bound  in  silk,  velvet,  or  wood  increased  from  4  milreis  (56 
cents)  to  5  milreis  (70  cents)  a  kilogram;  same  in  gold  or  silver  increased  from 
20  per  cent  to  50  per  cent  ad  valorem.  Music  reduced  from  700  reis  (9.8  cents) 
to  300  reis  (4.2  cents)  a  kilogram. 

Wheat,  corn,  etc, — Flour,  of  corn,  rice,  potatoes,  tapioca,  etc.,  increased  from 
300  reis  (4.2  cents)  to  500  reis  (7  cents)  per  kilogram,  while  wheat  flour  remains 

*The  reductions  to  United  States  currency  have  been  made  on  the  basis  of  i  milreis= 
14  cents,  which  was  the  market  average  January  3,  1898,  although  the  nominal  value 
of  the  milreis,  according  to  the  United  States  Director  of  the  Mint,  is  54.6  cents. 

f  I  kilogram  =  2. 2046  pounds. 
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at3orcis  (0.4  cent)  a  kilogram;  beans  reduced  from  60  reis  (0.8  cent)  to  40 
rcis(o.5  cent)  a  kilogram;  corn,  unground,  reduced  from  30  reis  (0.4  cent)  to 
2orcis  (0.2  cent)  a  kilogram;  rice  reduced  from  60  reis  (0.8  cent)  to  40  reis 
(0.5  cent)  a  kilogram;  barley,  in  grain,  from  60  reis  (0.8  cent)  to  40  reis  (0.9 
cent)  a  kilogram,  while  that  in  malt  is  subjected  to  a  tax  of  80  reis  (1.1  cents)  a 
iiiogram;  bran  reduced  from  80  reis  (1. 1  cents)  to  20  reis  (0.2  cent)  a  kilogram. 
Carriages,  coaches,  etc. — Subjected  in  the  1896  tariff  to  an  ad  valorem  tax 
oi  84  per  cent,  are  rearranged  in  the  1 897  tariff  as  follows : 

Carriages,  coup6s,  coaches,  diligences,  etc.:  four  wheels,  3  milreis  (42  cents) 
a  iiJogram,  or  60  per  cent;  two  wheels,  4.500  milreis  (63  cents)  a  kilogram,  or 
60  per  cent. 

Same  unfinished:  four  wheels,  800  reis  (11.2  cents);  two  wheels,  500  reis 
(7  cents). 

Railway  coaches  or  wagons  increased  from  20  per  cent  ad  valorem  to  30  per 
cent;  axles  reduced  from  800  reis  (1 1.2  cents)  a  kilogram  to  400  reis  (5.6  cents); 
braces,  hubs,  tires,  and  other  appurtenances  of  iron' or  wood  reduced  from 
1.400  milreis  (19.6  cents)  to  400  reis  (5.6  cents)  a  kilogram;  springs  reduced 
from  1.400  milreis  (19.6  cents)  to  400  reis  (5.6  cents)  a  kilogram;  wheels, 
taxed  in  the  1896  tariff  28  milreis  ($3.92)  and  14  milreis  ($1.96)  a  pair  for 
carriages  and  20  milreis  ($2.80)  or  10  milreis  (^1.40)  for  wagons,  are  taxed  in 
the  1897  tariff  650  reis  (9. 1  cents)  a  kilogram  for  wooden  and  450  reis  (6.3  cents) 
a  kilogram  for  wooden  and  iron;  tongues,  taxed  at  5.600  milreis  (78.4  cents 
for  unfinished  and  44.800  milreis  ($6.27)  for  complete  are  in  the  1897  tariff 
taxed  650  reis  (9.1  cents)  a  kilogram  for  wooden  and  450  reis  (6.3  cents)  for 
wooden  and  iron ;  parts  and  appurtenances  not  specially  mentioned  reduced 
from  67  per  cent  to  60  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Drugs,  chemicals,  etc. — Acids  increased  from  15  per  cent  to  25  per  cent  ad 
valorem;  mineral  waters  reduced  from  2  milreis  (28  cents)  and   i   milreis  (14 
cents)  a  kilogram  for  English,  and  distilled  to  500  reis  (7  cents)  a  kilogram,  while 
other  waters  arc  increased  from  400  reis  (5.6  cents)  to  500  reis  (7  cents)  a  kilo- 
grani;  gun  cotton  reduced  from  8  milreis  ($1.12)  to  4  milreis  (56  cent?)  a 
kilogram;  ammonia  reduced  from  500  reis  (7  cents)  to   150  reis  (2.1  cents)  a 
Wogram;  balsam  reduced  from  4  milreis  (56  cents)  to  2  milreis  (28  cents)  a  kilo- 
gram; benzine  reduced  from  300  reis  (4.2  cents)  to  200  reis  (2.8  cents)  a  kilo- 
pam;  medicated  biscuit  increased  from  2  milreis  (28  cents)  to  2,500  milreis  (35 
cents)  a  kilogram;  capsules  reduced  from  29.280  milreis  ($4,099)  to  20  milreis 
(82.80)  a  kilogram ;  medicinal  beersand  malts  increased  from  1  milreis  (14  cents) 
^°  2 milreis  (28  cents);  medicated  chocolate  increased  from  2  milreis  (28  cents) 
^^  3  niilreis  (42  cents)  a  kilogram;  preserves  and  medicinal  opiates  reduced  from 
^niilrcis  (28  cents)  to  1   milreis  (14  cents)  a  kilogram;  creosote  reduced  from 
^•400  niilreis  (33.6  cents)  to  i  milreis  (14  cents)  for  mineral  and  2  milreis  (28 
<^fnis)  for  vegetable,  a  kilogram;  disinfectants  changed  from   500  reis  (7  cents)  a 
kilogram  to  25  per  cent  ad  valorem;  elixirs  and  medicinal  liquors  reduced  from 
6.225  milreis  (87.2  cents)  to  3.200  milreis  (44.8  cents)  a  kilogram;  plasters, 
oiled, reduced  from  16  milreis  ($2.24)  to  8  milreis  ($1,12)  a  kilogram;  plasters, 
adhesive,  reduced  from  5  milreis  (70  cents)  to  2  milreis  (28  cents)  a  kilogram; 
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homeopathic  pills  reduced  from  4  milreis  (56  cents)  to  2.400  milreis  (33.6  cents) 
a  kilogram ;  medicinal  drops  increased  from  3.600  milreis  (50.4  cents)  to  4  milreis 
(56  cents)  a  kilogram  ;  medicinal  injections  increased  from  2  milreis  (28  cents)  10 
3.200  milreis  (44.8  cents)  a  kilogram ;  liniments  reduced  from  4  milreis  (56  cents) 
to  3.200  (44.8  cents)  a  kilogram;  naphtha  and  naphthalene  reduced  from  6 mil- 
reis (84  cents)  to  100  reis  (1.4  cents)  and  200  reis  (2.8  cents)  a  kilogram;  chemi- 
cal and  medicated  paper  reduced  from  4  milreis  (56  cents)  to  3.200  milreis  (44.1^ 
cents)  a  kilogram;  tabules  and  lozenges  reduced  from  54  milreis  (S?-)^)  1040 
milreis  ($5.60)  a  kilogram;  pills,  grains,  etc.,  reduced  from  62  milreis  ($8,68)  to 
45  milreis  (;$6.2o)  a  kilogram;  soaps,  tariff  in  1896,  2  milreis  (28  cents),  and  in 
1897,  1.500  milreis  (21   cents)  and  3  milreis  (42  cents);  salves,  pomades,  etc., 
increased  from  2  milreis  (28  cents)  to  4  milreis  (56  cents)  a  kilogram;  dyes  pav- 
ing from  2  milreis  (28  tents)  to  20  milreis  ($2.80)  in  1896  arc  taxed  in  1897  5 
milreis  (70  cents)  a  kilogram:   vaseline  is  reduced  from  2  milreis  (28  cents)  to 
500  reis  (7  cents)  a  kilogram;  wines,  bitter,  700  reis  (9.8  cents);   vermouth  700 
reis  (9.8  cents);   all  others,  6.225   niilreis  (87  cents),  classed  under  one  head  in 
^^97>  Paying  3  niilceis  (42  cents)  a  kilogram;  sirups  reduced  from  6.225  milrei? 
(87  cents)  to  3  milreis  (42  cents)  a  kilogram;  chemicals  and  drugs,  specified  in 
the  tariff  and  subjected  to  specific  duties,  equivalent  in  1896  to  48  per  cent  ad 
valorem,  are  increased  50  per  cent  in  1897. 

Clocks,  watches f  etc, — Copper  clock  keys  increased  from  1  milreis  (14  cents) 
to  2  milreis  (28  cents)  a  kilogram;  alarm  clocks  reduced  from  3.200  milreis 
(44.8  cents)  to  2  milreis  (28  cents)  each;  watches,  copper  or  nickel,  4  milreis 
(56  cents)  in  1896  tariff,  and  4  milreis  (56  cents)  and  2  milreis  (28  cents),  respec- 
tively, in  1897;  silver  reduced  from  7.800  milreis  ($1,092)  to  4  milreis  (56 
cents);  gold  reduced  from  15.600  milreis  ($2,184)  to  10  milreis  ($1.40)  each; 
chronometers,  in  1897  tariff,  pay  each,  gold,  30  milreis  ($4.20),  silver  8  milreis 
($1.12),  copper  8  milreis  ($1.12),  all  others  4  milreis  (56  cents);  when  set 
with  precious  stones,  increased  from  1  3  per  cent  to  20  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Clocks  (not  chronometers)  paid  48  per  cent  ad  valorem  in  1896;  the  rate  in 
1897  is: 

For  wall:  Case  less  than  65  centimeters  (25.79  inches)  in  length,  5  milreis 
(70  cents)  each;  over  65  centimeters  and  less  than  100  (39.37  inches),  6 milreis 
(84  cents)  each;   over  100  centimeters,  8  milreis  ($1.12)  each. 

For  table:  With  case  less  than  65  centimeters  in  length,  4  milreis  {56  cents) 
each;  over  65  centimeters,  6  milreis  (8a  cents)  each;  of  bronze,  plated, ala- 
baster, etc.,  50  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

Chronometers  for  vessels  increased  from  64  milreis  ($8.96)  to  70  milreis 
($9.80)  each. 

Coaly  etc, — Coal  remains  on  the  free  list,  while  carbon  is  reduced  from  7^0 
reis  (9.8  cents)  to  200  reis  (2.8  cents)  a  kilogram. 

Cottons y  etc. — Lace  strings  increased  from  10  milreis  ($1.40)  to  10.400  miircis 
($1,456)  a  kilogram;  carpets  reduced  from  2.400  milreis  (33.6  cents)  and  3.10^ 
milreis  (43.4  cents)  to  2.400  milreis  (33.6  cents);  hats,  untrimmed,  reducedfroni 
1.600  milreis  (22.4  cents)  to  1.200  milreis  (16.8  cents) ;  hats,  trimmed,  increased 
from   3.100   milreis  (43.4  cents)  a  kilogram    to  50  per  cent  ad  valorem;  ^ 
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covers  increased  from  i.30omilrcis  (18.2  cents)  to  i.50omilreis  (21  cents);  cords 
reduced  from  1.600  milreis  (22.4  cents)  and  2.800  milreis  (39.2  cents)  to  1.400 
milreis  (19.6  cents)  a  kilogram;  cushions  reduced  from  3.400  milreis  (47.6  cents) 
to  2.400  milreis  (33.6  cents)  ;  tulle  reduced  from  23  milreis  ($3.22)  and  10  mil- 
reis (§1.40)  to  18  milreis  ($2.52)  and  5  milreis  (70  cents);  cravats  increased 
from  2.600  milreis  (36.4  cents)  to  3  milreis  (42  cents)  a  dozen ;  handkerchiefs 
reduced  from  78  per  cent  to  60  per  cent  ad  valorem ;  blankets  reduced  from  2. 500 
milreis  {35  cents)  to  1.600  milreis  (22.4  cents);  mantles,  capes,  etc.,  reduced 
from  78  per  cent  ad  valorem  to  1.800  milreis  (25.2  cents)  a  kilogram,  equivalent 
to6opercent  ad  valorem;  stockings  reduced  from  3.200  milreis  (44.8  cents)  and 
25  milreis  ($3.40)  to  3.200  milreis  (44.8  cents)  and  20  milreis  ($2.80)  a  dozen; 
netting  increased  from  3.600  milreis  (50.4  cents)  to  4.800  milreis  (67.2  cents)  a 
kilogram;  laces  reduced  from  62  per  cent  to  60  per  cent  ad  valorem,  from  26 
milreis  (J3. 64)  to  20  milreis  ($2.80)  a  kilogram;  shirts,  knitted,  reduced  from 
10.400  milreis  ($1.45)  to  8  milreis  ($1.12),  19.500  milreis  ($2.73)  to  15  milreis 
($2.10),  and  from  37.700  milreis  ($5.18)  to  30  milreis  ($4.20)  a  dozen; 
drawers,  knitted,  9.900  milreis  ($1.39)  to  8  milreis  ($i.i2);  drawers,  other 
textures,  16.900  milreis  ($2.37)  to  13  milreis  ($1.82) ;  collars  reduced  from 
4700  milreis  (65.8  cents)  to  3.600  milreis  (50.4  cents);  bosoms,  for  shirts, 
reduced  from  13  milreis  ($1.82)  to  8  milreis  ($1.12)  a  kilogram;  cuffs  reduced 
from  6.200  milreis  (86.8  cents)  to  5  milreis  (70  cents)  a  dozen;  all  other 
clothing,  from  9.900  milreis  ($1.39)  plain  and  jS  per  cent  ad  valorem  embroid- 
ered to  60  per  cent;  embroidery,  tulle,  reduced  from  52  milreis  ($7.28)  to  35 
•Milreis  ($4.90)  a  kilogram ;  muslin  and  cambric  embroidery  reduced  from  26 
nwlreis  ($3.64)  to  20  milreis  ($2.80);  fustian  embroidery  reduced  from  13 
''^^Ircis  (^1.82)  to  10  milreis  ($1.40);  window  screens  reduced  from  6.300  mil- 
^**s  (88.2  cents)  to  5  milreis  (70  cents)  each;  veiling  reduced  from  62  per  cent 
'060  percent  ad  valorem;  gauzes,  lawns,  etc.,  from  9.100  milreis  ($1.27)  to 
^  'nilrcis  ($1.12)  a  kilogram. 

*t  is  impossible  to  make  any  comparison  of  duty  on  cotton  cloth.  The  new 
^^tics  are  estimated  on  the  number  of  threads  contained  in  5  square  millimeters. 
*^  IS  apparent,  however,  that  they  are  much  increased.  For  instance,  crude 
Unbleached  cotton  in  the  1896  tariff  paid  1.500  milreis  (21  cents)  a  kilogram; 
^mle  in  the  present  tariff  it  is  subjected  to  duties  ranging  between  1.500  milreis 
^^*  cents)  and  14 milreis  ($1.96)  a  kilogram,  according  to  its  texture;  bleached 
*^^tton  paid  2.4cx>  milreis  (33.6  cents)  a  kilogram  in  1896,  and  in  1897  between 
^•200  milreis  (30.8  cents)  and  20  milreis  ($2.80);  prints  now  pay  3.600  milreis 
^50.4  cents)  against  3.400  milreis  (47.6  cents)  and  16  milreis  ($2.24). 

^^aXy  hemp,  and  jute, — Flax,  crude,  increased  from  10  reis  (o.  1  cent)  to  20  reis 

\^'2  cents)  a  kilogram;  hemp,  same;  tow,  same;  oakum,  same;  jute  increased 

'om   10  reis  (0.1  cent)  and  40  (0.5  cent)  to  100  reis  (1.4  cents)  and    130  reis 

V'°  cents)  a  kilogram;  linen  thread  increased  from  500  reis  (7  cents)  and  600 

'^^s  (8.4  cents)  to  640  reis  (8.9  cents)  and  840  reis  (11.7  cents)  a  kilogram; 

carpets  reduced  from  3.100  milreis  (43.4  cents)  and  2.400  milreis  (33.6  cents) 

^^  2  milreis  (28  cents)  a  kilogram ;  hemp  and  other  textiles  reduced  from  900 

^^'5  (12.6  cents)  to   750  reis  (10.5  cents)   a  kilogram;    buttons  reduced  from 


1872  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

3.900  milreis  v54«6  cents)  to  3  milrcis  (42  cents);  canvas,  cambrics,  duck,  etc., 
reduced  on  plain  from  1.200  milreis  (16.8  cents)  and  16.900  milreis  ($2.36)  to 
900  reis  (12.6  cents)  and  13  milreis  ($1.82)  ;  on  imitation  sail  cloth  3.900  mil- 
reis (54.6  cents)  to  3  milreis  (42  cents)  a  kilogram;  chales,  plain,  reduced  from 
7.300  milreis  ($1.02)  and  26  milreis  ($3.64)  to  3.600  milreis  (50.4  cents)  and 
20  milreis  ($2.80);  tape  reduced  from  3.700  milreis  (51.8  cents)  to  1.400  mil- 
reis (19.6  cents)  and  2.800  milreis  (39.2  cents)  a  kilogram;  parasol  covers 
reduced  from  6.500  milreis  (91  cents)  to  6  milrcis  (84  cents) ;  mantles  reduced 
from  78  per  cent  to  60  per  cent  ad  valorem;  laces  reduced  from  62  per  cent  to 
60  per  cent;  shirts  reduced  from  16.900  milreis  ($2.36)  and  67  milreis  ($9.38) 
to  13  milreis  ($1.92)  and  52  milreis  ($7.28)  a  dozen;  drawers  reduced  from  31 
milreis  ($4.34)  to  24  milreis  ($3.36)  a  dozen;  collars  reduced  from  4.700  mil- 
reis (65.8  cents)  to  3.600  milreis  (50.4  cents) ;  shirt  bosoms  reduced  from 
20.800  milreis  ($2.91)  to  12  milreis  ($1.68);  cuffs  6,500  milreis  (91  cents)  to  5 
milreis  (70  cents)  a  dozen;  all  other  clothing  reduced  from  13  milreis  ($1.81) 
to  12  milreis  ($1.68)  a  kilogram;  clothing,  embroidered,  reduced  from  78  per 
cent  to  60  per  cent. 

Machinery,  hardware,  etc, — Steels  for  sharpening  knives,  handles  of  mother- 
of-pearl,  ivory,  etc.,  increased  from  15  milreis  (^2.10)  to  33   milreis  ($4.62)2 
dozen;  stills  taken  from  free  list  and  taxed  15  per  cent  ad  valorem;  machines 
for  refining  and  crystallizing  sugar  transferred  from  free  list  to  1 5  per  cent  ad 
valorem ;  locomotives,  agricultural,  mining,  manufacturing,  navigating  machinery, 
etc.,  printing  presses,  presses  for  baling,  lathes,  type,  etc.,  taken  from  free  list 
and  charged  15  per  cent  ad  valorem;  mortars  reduced  from  500  reis  (7  cents), 
600  reis  (8.4  cents),  and   i   milreis  (14  cents)  to  300  reis   (4.2  cents)  and  500 
reis  (7  cents),  and  bronze  mortars  increased  from  i  milreis  (14  cents)  to  1.600 
milreis  (22.4  cents);  crucibles  increased  from  700  reis  (9.8  cents)  to  1.500  mil- 
reis (21  cents);  wheelbarrows  increased  from  3   milreis  (42  cents)  to  4  milrcis 
(56  cents),  6  milreis  (84  cents),  and  7.500  milreis  ($1.05)  each;  glass  cutters 
reduced   from  4  milreis  (56   cents)   to   2.500  milreis  (35    cents)    each;   forges 
reduced  from  400  reis  (5.6  cents)  to  200  reis  (2.8  cents)  a  kilogram;  iron  tools, 
including  hammers,   hatchets,  scythes,  picks,  etc.,  reduced  from   200  reis  (2.8 
cents)  to  150  reis  (2.1  cents)  a  kilogram;  typewriters  are  given  a  special  tax  of 
30  milreis  ($4.20)  each ;  bicycles  50  milreis  ($7)  ;  copper  wire,  plain,  is  reduced 
from  1  milreis  (14  cents)  to  400  reis  (5.6)  cents  a  kilogram;  copper  wire  insu- 
lated with  cotton,  paper,  or  rubber,  reduced  from  1.600  milreis  (22.4  cents)  to 
900  reis  (12.6  cents)  a  kilogram;  copper  wire,  plated,  gilded,  or  covered »i^o 
silk,  reduced  from  4.200  milreis  (58.8  cents)  to  2.400  milreis  (33.6  cents)  a  kilo- 
gram ;  wire  prepared  for  telegraph,  telephone,  or  electric  light  lines,  pays  20 
per  cent  ad  valorem;  iron  in  bars  is  increased  from  60  reis  (0.8  cent)  to  100 
reis  (1.4  cents)  a  kilogram;  steel  in  rods  increased  from  100  reis  (1.4  cents)  w 
120  reis  (1.6  cents) ;  needles  reduced  from  4.800  milreis  (67.2  cents)  1041^' 
reis  (56  cents)  a  kilogram;  cables  reduced  from  300  reis  (4.2  cents)  to  zoorctf 
(2.8  cents)  a  kilogram;  hooks  increased  from  3.200  milreis  (44.8  cents)  tojooo 
milreis  (50.4  cents)  a  kilogram;  steel  ornaments,  watch  chains,  breastpins, etc, 
increased  from    10.400  milreis  ($1,456)  to  12  milreis  ($1.68)  a  kilogram;  but* 
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tons  increased  from   1   milreis  (14  cents)   and   2.600  milreis  (36.4  cents)  to  2 
milreis  (28  cents)  and  3  milreis  (42  cents)  a  kilogram ;  padlocks  reduced  from  1 
milreis  (14  cents)  and  3.200  milreis  (44.8  cents)  to  800  reis  (9.6  cents)  and  3 
milreis  (42  cents)  a  kilogram;  spurs  reduced  from  12  milreis  ($1.68  and  8  mil- 
reis (|i. 12)  to  10  milrers  (^1.40)  and  6  milreis  (84  cents)  a  kilogram;  stirrups 
reduced  from  5.600  milreis  (78.4  cents)  and  2.800  milreis  (39.2  cents)  to  3  mil- 
reis (42  cents)  and  2  milreis  (28  cents)  a  kilogram ;  locks  reduced  from  700  reis 
(9.8  cents)  and   2  milreis  (28  cents)  to  600  reis  (8.4  cents)  and    1.500  milreis 
(21  cents);  screws  increased  from  900  reis   (12.6  cents)  to    1.500  milreis  (21 
cents)  a  kilogram ;   rails  weighing  more  than   10  kilograms  (22.046  pounds)  to 
the  meter  (39.36  inches),  free  in   1896,  pay  15  reis  (0.2  cent)  on  the  kilogram 
in  1897;  bolts,  clamps,  screws,  etc.,  for  rails,  free  in    1896,  pay  80  reis  (1.1 
cents)  to  the  kilogram;  building  materials  (iron  or  steel)  reduced  from  25  per 
ccw  to  20  per  cent  ad  valorem;  pistol  barrels  reduced  from  1.700  milreis  (23.8 
cents)  to  i.5cx>  milreis  (21  cents)  a  kilogram;  gun  barrels  reduced  from  3.400 
milreis  (47.6  cents)  to  3  milreis  (42  cents);  balls  (lead  or  iron)  reduced  from  90 
rris(i.2  cents)  and  400  reis  (5.6  cents)  to  50  reis  (0.7  cent)  and  300  reis  (4.2 
cents)  a  kilogram;  muskets,  rifles,  etc.  (military),  reduced  from  8.400  milreis 
($1.17)  to  8*  milreis  ($1.12)  each;  shotguns,   rifles   (for  sport),   two  barrels, 
reduced  from  12.900  milreis  ($1.80)  to  \o  milreis  ($1.40)  each;  pistols  reduced 
from  6.700  milreis  (93.8  cents)  to  4.800  milreis  (6.72  cents)  a  pair;  revolvers 
reduced  from  1,400  milreis  (19.6  cents)  to  1  milreis  (14  cents)  for  each  chamber. 
Crockery  and  glassware. — China  ornaments,  bracelets,  earrings,  breastpins, 
etc.,  increased  from  10.400  milreis  ($1.45)  to    12  milreis  ($1.68)   a  kilogram; 
^J^es,  from  2CX)  reis  (2.8   cents)  a  kilogram  to  2  milreis  (28   cents)    for  each 
^^'^arc  meter  (1,550  square  inches);  vases,  jars,  etc.,  reduced  from  2,400  milreis 
(33-6  cents)   and   5,700  milreis   (79.8  cents)    to   2,500  milreis  (35  cents)  and 
3t7oo milreis  (51.8  cents) a  kilogram;  electrical  appurtenances  pay  200  reis  (2.8 
cents)  in  1897;  glass  ornaments  increased  from  10  milreis  ($1.40)  to  12  milreis 
(^i.68)  a  kilogram;  vases,  jars,  etc.,  reduced  from  3.400  milreis  (47.6  cents) 
^d  5.200  milreis  (72.8   cents)   to  2.800  milreis  (39.2  cents)  and  4    milreis  (56 
cents)  a  kilogram;   tiles  reduced  from  300  reis  (4.2  cents)  to  150  reis  (2.1  cents) 
*  kilogram;  tableware  reduced  from  700  reis  (9.8  cents)  and  1.600 milreis (22.4 
^'^fs)  to  600  reis  (8.4  cents)  and  1.200  milreis  (16.8  cents)  a  kilogram;  drug- 
o^^^s    varc  reduced   from    1.200  milreis   (16.8  cents)   and    2.600  milreis  (36.4 
^^^)  to  1  milreis  (14  cents)  and  2  milreis  (28  cents)  a  kilogram. 
^^npoivder, — Reduced  from  1.800  milreis  (25.2  cents)  to  1.300  milreis  (18.2 
^s)  a  kilogram ;  dynamite  and  other  explosives  reduced  from    1.700  milreis 
3-8  cents)  to  1.300  milreis  (18.2  cents)  a  kilogram. 

*^thematical,  surgical,  and  dental  instruments, — Remain  practically  un- 
^'^gcd,  with  tax  of  15  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

^od  products, — Lard  reduced  from  400  reis  (5.6)  to  300  reis  (4.2  cents)  a 

^E^am;  preserved  meats  reduced  from  1.800  milreis  (25.2  cents)  to  1  milreis 

^  ^ents)  a  kilogram ;  meat  extracts  increased  from  5.200  milreis  (72.8  cents)  to 

^^Iteis  (84  cents)  a  kilogram ;  condensed  milk  reduced  from  700  reis  (9.8  cents) 

5O0  reis  (7  cents)  a  kilogram ;  eggs  reduced  from  300  reis  (4.2  cents)  a  kilogram 
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to  free  list;  codfish  reduced  from  80  rcis  (1.1  cents)  to  60  reis  (0.8  cent)  a  kilo- 
gram; preserved  fish  reduced  from  i  milreis  (14  cents)  and  1.500  milrcis  (21 
cents)  to  800  reis  (11.2  cents)  and  1.200  milreis  (16.8  cents)  a  kilogram;  cheese 
reduced  from  1.500  milreis  (21  cents)  to  1.200  milrcis  (16.8  cents)  a  kilogram; 
soaps  reduced  from  200  reis  (2.8  cents),  400  reis  (5.6  cents),  700  reis  (9.8  cents), 
and  1.200 milreis  (16.8  cents)  to  400  reis  (5.6  cents)  a  kilogram;  bacon  reduced 
from  300  reis  (4.2  cents)  to  200  reis  (2.8  cents). 

Oils. — Animal  oil,  purified  for  machines,  increased  from  1  milreis  (14  cents) 
to  1.200  milreis  (16.8  cents)  a  kilogram;  cod-liver  oil  reduced  from  1.300 mil- 
reis (18.8  cents)  to  1  milreis  (14  cents)  a  kilogram;  kerosene  reduced  from  200 
reis  (2.8  cents)  to  70  reis  (0.9  cent)  a  kilogram. 

Lumber, — Pine,  in  the  rough,  reduced  from  1.500  milreis  (21  cents),  3.200 
milreis  (44.8  cents),  6.800  milreis  (95.2  cents),  and  12.600  milreis  ($1.76)  per 
meter  (39.37  inches),  according  to  thickness,  to  i.ioo  milreis  (15.4  cents),  2.300 
milreis  (32.2  <ynts),  4.8CX)  milreis  (67.2  cents),  and  8.800  milreis  ($1.23);  pine 
boards  reduced  from  18.800  milreis  ($2.63)  to  13.200  milreis  ($1.84)  per  square 
meter. 

Furniture:   Benches  (opening  and  closing)  reduced  from  2.200  milrcis  (30.8 
cents)  to  1,600  milreis  (22.4  cents)  each;  stools  for  piano  reduced  from  18.700 
milreis  ($2.61)  to  16  milreis  ($2.24)  each;   trays  reduced  from  13  milrcis  ($1.82) 
to  8  milreis  ($1.12)  a  kilogram;  rowboats  reduced  from  48  per  cent  to  20  per 
cent  ad  valorem;  cradles  reduced  from  18  milreis  ($2.52)  and  54  milrcis  ($7o6) 
each  to  12  milreis  ($1.68)  and  48  milreis  ($6.72)  ;  hobbyhorses  from  u  milreis 
($1.54)  and  25  milreis  ($3.50)  each  to  10  milreis  ($1.40)  and  20  milreis  ($2.80); 
racks  reduced  from  1.700  milreis  (23.8  cents)  and  5.200  milreis  (72.8  cents)  to 
1  milreis  (14  cents)  and  4  milreis  (56  cents)  a  kilogram ;  chairs  (straw  seat)  reduced 
from  9.200  milreis  ($1.26)  and  4.600  milreis  (64.4  cents)  to  7  milreis  (98  cents) 
and  3.500  milreis  (49  cents)  each;  rocking-chairs  reduced  from  10  milrcis  ($1.40) 
and  6.800  milreis  (95.2  cents)  to  9  milreis  ($1.26)  and  6  milrcis  (84  cents)  each; 
chairs  (fine  wood)  reduced  from   24  milreis  ($3.36)  and    13   milreis  ($1.82)  to 
20  milrcis  ($2.80)  and    10  milreis  ($1.40)  each;    rocking-chairs  of  fine  wood 
reduced  from  32  milreis  ($4.48)  and  18  milreis  ($2.52)  to  25  milreis  ($3.50) and 
14  milreis  ($1.96);  beds  (fine  wood)  reduced  from   104  milrcis  ($14.56),  17^ 
milreis  ($24.64),  and   52  milreis  ($7.28)  to  80  milrcis   ($11.20),  130  milrcis 
($18.20),  and  40  milrcis  ($5.60)  each;  commodes  (fine  wood)  reduced  from 62 
milreis  ($8.68),  104  milreis  ($14.56),  and    156  milreis  ($21.84)  to  48  milrcis 
($6.72),  80  milreis  ($1 1.20),  and  120  milreis  ($16.80)  each;  corks  reduced  from 
400  reis  (5.6  cents)  to  300  reis  (4.2  cents)  a  kilogram;  washstands  (fine  wood) 
reduced  from  36.400  milrcis  ($5.09),  65   milreis  ($9.10),  and    109.200  milrcis 
($15.28)  to  28  milreis  ($3.92),  50  milrcis  ($7),  and  84  milreis  ($11.76)  each; 
tables  (fine  woods)  reduced  from  9.400  milrcis  ($1.31),  31  milrcis  ($4.34)*  ^^ 
milreis  ($15.26),  and  176  milreis  ($24.64)  to  7.200  milreis  ($1.08),  24  milrcis 
($3.36),   84  milreis  ($11.76),   and    136  milreis   ($19.04);    desks  (fine  wood) 
reduced  from  78  milreis  ($10.92),  171  milrcis  ($23.94),  and  260  milrcis  ($36.4°) 
to  60  milreis  ($8.40),  140  milreis  ($19.60),  and  200  milreis  ($28);  furniturcin 
general  increased  from  48  to  50  per  cent  ad  valorem;  furniture  of  fine  woods 
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reduced  from  78  per  cent  to  60  per  cent;  builders'  supplies  reduced  from  30  per 
cent  to  20  per  cent. 

Goldy  salver,  jewelry,  etc, — Dentists'  gold  increased  from  15.600  milreis 
($2.18)  to  45  milreis  ($6.30)  a  kilogram;  jewelry  with  precious  stones  increased 
from  7  per  cent  to  1  5  per  cent  ad  valorem ;  same,  with  false  stones,  increased 
from  300  reis  {4.2  cents)  to  400  reis  (5.6  cents)  a  kilogram;  dentists'  silver 
reduced  from  15.600  milreis  ($2.18)  a  kilogram  to  12  milreis  ($1.68). 

Rosin, — Reduced  from  1  milreis  (14  cents)  to  400  reis  (5.6  cents)  a  kilogram. 
Turpentine,  common,  reduced  from  200  reis  (2.8  cents)  to  150  reis  (2.1  cents) 
a  kilogram. 

Whisky,  brandy,  etc, — Increased  from  1.400  milreis  (19.6)  to  1.500  milreis 
(21  cents)  a  kilogram;  beer  reduced  from  1.200  milreis  (16.8  cents)  to  750  reis 
(10.5  cents)  a  kilogram. 

Preserved  fruits,  jellies,  etc, — Reduced  from  1.500  milreis  (21  cents)  to  1.200 
milreis  (16.8  cents)  a  kilogram. 


ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

At  a  general  election  held  in  Brazil  on  March  i,  Senhores 
Campos  Salles  and  Rosa  Silva  were  elected,  practically  unani- 
mously. President  and  Vice-President,  respectively,  of  the  Repub- 
lic for  the  ensuing  four  years.  Senhor  Salles  is  now  President 
of  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo  and  has  been  eminent  in  public  affairs 
in  Brazil  for  many  years.  The  inauguration  of  these  officials  will 
take  place  in  November  next. 


EFFORTS  TO  MEET  COMPETITION    IN  TRADE. 

Mr.  Wagstaff,  British  Consul-General  at  Rio,  seeing  the 
danger  which  threatens  the  British  commercial  supremacy  in 
Brazil,  has  issued  a  circular  letter,  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  hold 
at  the  Consulate-General,  periodical  consultations  to  take  steps  to 
meet  the  conditions  with  which  his  countrymen  are  confronted  in 
that  republic.  In  order  that  citizens  of  the  United  States,  con- 
cerned in  the  trade  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  Brazil  generally,  may 
appreciate  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  by  Consul-General 
Wagstaff,  the  circular  is  published  in  full  in  the  Bulletin  : 

British  Consulate  General, 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  January  ji,  i8g8. 

The  ever-increasing  competition  in  trade  is  impressing  upon  all  interested  in 
Commerce  the  necessity  of  neglecting  no  measures  calculated  to  aid  them,  not 


►  : 
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only  in  developing  their  business  relations,  but  even  in  retaining  the  degree  of 
success  already  acquired  in  the  various  markets  of  the  world. 

The  feeling  is  general  among  manufacturers,  merchants,  and  the  commercial 
classes  of  all  nations,  and  the  keen  interest  taken  by  the  British  Government  in 
matters  affecting  the  commercial  supremacy  of  our  country  has  been  made  clear 
to  all. 

In  different  places  it  has  been  noticed  that  commercial  associations  have  been 
formed  with  the  special  object  of  promoting  British  interests,  and  British  mer- 
chants and  shipping  agents  may  consider  it  advantageous  to  form  some  such 
society,  which  at  meetings  held  at  regular  intervals,  or  when  the  occasion  may 
require,  could  discuss  for  the  general  benefit  questions  affecting  trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  this  country. 

In  furtherance  of  such  a  scheme.  Her  Majesty's  consul-general  is  prepared  to 
cooperate  to  the  best  of  his  power.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  merchants 
might  hold  periodical  consultations  at  the  consulate,  for  which  a  room  will  be 
placed  at  their  disposal,  and  the  proceedings  of  such  meetings  and  the  actions 
ensuing  thereon  might  form  a  particular  part  of  the  business  of  the  commercial 
department  of  the  consulate. 


CONTRACT  FOR  COINING  NICKEL. 

The  Government  of  Brazil  has  issued  a  call  for  bids  for  the 
coining  of  20,000  contos  of  reis  in  nickel  coin,  of  the  denomina- 
tions of  100  and  200  reis.     According  to  the  terms  of  the  all, 
bids  will  be  received  at  the  financial  agency  of  Brazil  in  Londoa 
It  specifies  that  there  shall  be  50,000,000  pieces  of  200  reis  and 
100,000,000  pieces  of  100  reis.     The  coin  shall  contain  25  per 
cent  nickel  and  75  per  cent  copper;  weight,  15  grammes  (231480 
grains)  of  the  200  reis  pieces,  and  10  grammes  (154.310  grains) 
of  the  100  reis  pieces.     The  whole  amount  of  the  coin  is  to  be 
delivered  within  eight  months  from  the  date  of  the  contract,  the 
bidder  giving  security  in  the  amount  of  ;^  10,000  ($50,000)  in  the 
bonds  of  the  Brazilian  foreign  debt. 

Note. — The  nomimal  value  of  the  gold  milreis  is  54.6  cents.     The  market  value  of 
the  paper  milreis  in  United  States  currency  is  at  present  14  cents. 

TRADE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  late  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Thompson,  Minister  of  the  United 
States  to  Brazil,  published  in  the  March  number  of  the  "  Forum"  ^ 
lengthy  and  interesting  article  on  the  subject  of  the  resources  of 
the  country  to  which  he  was  lately  accredited,  and  the  commercial 
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lations  which  should  exist  between  the  United  States  and  that 
epublic.  From  the  report,  as  published,  the  following  extracts 
e  made: 

It  is  remarkable  how  little  the  average  American  business  man  knoVs,  not 
ly  of  Brazil,  but  of  the  entire  continent  south  of  him.  He  does  not  realize 
It  the  link  is  nearly  formed  by  which  he  may  ride  across  the  continent,  from 
ilparaiso  to  Buenos  Ayres,  in  a  railway  coach  with  accommodations  equal  to 
DSC  of  the  best  Pullman  car.  *  *  *  While  seeking  in  the  Far  East  for 
nsumers  of  his  surplus  products  of  farm  and  factory,  the  average  American 
erlooks  the  opportunities  open  to  his  enterprise  and  sagacity  in  the  continent 
lich  lies,  comparatively  speaking,  at  the  threshold  of  his  factory  and  the  gate- 
ly  of  his  farm.  At  the  same  time  he  fails  utterly  to  realize  that  the  United 
atcs — the  chief  consumer  of  South  American  products — is  paying,  by  way  of 
change,  a  vast  tribute  to  Europe,  not  merely  on  what  is  taken  from  her  near- 
;  and  most  natural  market  for  her  own  products,  but  on  all  she  sells  there, 
intelligently  utilized,  not  only  would  the  semi-home  markets  of  South  America 
i^e  to  the  American  consumer  what  he  now  pays  in  exchange  to  his  more 
terprising  European  competitor  who  has  forestalled  him  in  the  exploration 
id  development  of  the  vast  resources  of  the  southern  republics,  but  they  would 

time  turn  the  overwhelminglv  adverse  balance  of  trade  to  the  credit  of  the 
nited  States.     *     *     * 

To-day  the  leading  commercial  city  of  Brazil,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  with  a  popu- 
tion  of  nearly  750,000  souls,  contains  but  one  strictly  American  mercantile 
ouse  supported  by  any  considerable  amount  of  capital.  In  the  entire  Republic, 
ith  a  population  of  16,000,000,  only  two  such  houses  exist.  The  American 
>Iony,  registered,  numbers  probably  1,500,  embracing  a  few  coffee  buyers 
gents  only),  farmers,  clerks,  mechanics,  dentists,  and  other  professional  men 
attcrcd  over  the  country;  while  the  British,  French,  German,  Portuguese,  and 
'anish  colonies  number,  respectively,  in  the  order  named,  many  thousand  inhab- 
^nts,  representing  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  placed  in  mercantile,  bank- 
It  mining,  transportation,  and  other  pursuits  which  yield  remunerative  divi- 
nds.  *  *  *  J  believe  that  Brazil  offers  many  good  openings  to  energy  and 
tcrprisc  if  properly  guided  by  administrative  capacity  and  duly  supported  by 
pital.  It  is  obvious,  in  particular,  that  a  large  number  of  energetic  and  intelli- 
^t  Americans  engaged  in  industrial  pursuits  in  Brazil  would  have  an  enormous 
^uence  in  developing  the  natural  resources,  and,  consequently,  in  increasing 
c  purchasing  power  of  the  country,  as  well  as  in  directing  trade  toward  the 
iiited  States. 

BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES. 

Mr.  Charles  P.  King,  an  American,  residing  in  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
igaged  in  the  commission  business,  gives  the  following  advice, 
I  the  "  Farm  Machinery,"-  regarding  business  prospects  for  young 
icn  in  Brazil.     He  considers  it  impracticable  for  any  one  to  go 
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to  Brazil  without  sufficient  capital  to  establish  himself,  but  for 
those  who  have  the  means  he  says : 

There  is  a  splendid  opportunity  offered  to  establish  almost  every  kind  of  man- 
ufacturing business.  The  people  hardly  produce  a.  thing  that  they  use.  Cloth- 
ing, dry  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  hardware,  farming  implements — in  fact,  everything 
of  the  most  ordinary  use  is  brought  in  from  abroad.  The  reason  there  is  a 
grand  chance  to  make  money  by  manufacturing  in  Brazil  is  that  the  high  tariff 
on  imported  goods  enables  the  home  manufacturer  to  sell  at  a  tremendous 
profit. 

The  United  States  gets  but  a  small  share  of  the  trade  of  the  Republic,  and 
there  is  no  American  line  of  merchant  vessels  running  to  Brazilian  pores.    If 
our  manufacturers  and  merchants  pursued  a  wiser  policy,  an  enormous  amount  of 
business  could  be  done  between  the  two  countries.      In  the  first  place,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  do  as  the  English,  Germans,  and  French  do ;  these  people  have  their 
regularly  established  agencies,  and  they  keep  men  in  charge  who  can  spcaic  the 
language  of  the  country.     An  American  merchant  sends  one  of  his  drummers 
to  Brazil,  who  is  ignorant  of  the  customs  of  the  land  and  can't  speak  a  word 
of  Portuguese.     He  comes  back  and  reports  there  is  no  business  in  the  country , 
for  he  couldn't  do  a  thing  in  the  way  of  selling  goods  when  he  had  to  employ 
signs  and  gestures  to  convey  his  meaning.      Again,  the  Europeans  give  thcloc^l 
merchants  long  credits.      For  years   this   has  been    the   rule,   and   the  Soutl^ 
Americans  dislike  the  American  way  of  wanting  cash  in  thirty  days.     As  lor-mg 
as  they  can  get  accommodated  by  others  they  perfer  not  to  deal  with  a  count :«'>' 
that  is  so  insistent  on  speedy  payments.      Of  course,  the  Englishmen  and  Ge  'm- 
mans  who  give  extended  credits  get  a  handsome  profit  for  waiting,  and  the  rl  '^ 
they  take  is  small.     There  is  no  reason  why  Americans  should  not  adopt  t  ^l^c 
same  policy,  and  they  will  have  to  do  it  in  order  to  capture  the  trade. 
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South  Africa,  Australia,  and  other  remote  parts  of  the  w 
have  of  late  years  withdrawn  the  attention  of  persons  in  the  Uni 
States  and  on  the  European  Continent  from  the  vast  undevelop^ 
regions  of  mineral  riches  lying  near  their  doors.     The  conditic:^ 
existing  in  these  far-off  lands  having  finally  resolved  themsel"^" 
into  their  normal  conditions,  leaves  enterprise  to  seek  channels 
its  efforts  nearer  home.     The  Republic  of  Colombia  at  the  pres^"^ 
time  offers  great  opportunities  and  attractions  in  this  special  fi^^  ^' 
Within  the  last  few  weeks  several  new  companies  have  be^^ 
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ormed  in  London  and  on  the  Continent  to  develop  the  marvelous 
nineral  resources  of  the  country. 

The  "Engineering  and  Mining  Journal,"  published  in  the  city 
){ New  York,  in  its  issue  of  April  30,  contains  a  lengthy  and 
nstmctive  account  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Francis  C.  Nicholas,  of 
he  gold  fields  of  Colombia  and  the  work  that  is  now  in  progress 
here.  Coming  from  so  reliable  a  source,  the  following  extracts 
rom  the  report  of  Mr.  Nicholas  are  given  place  in  the  Monthly 
Bulletin  : 

The  statements  here  presented  are  based  on  explorations  in  Colombia, 
ftcnding  from  the  Gulf  of  Darien  across  country  to  the  Pacific  below  Buena- 
-ntura;  from  the  eastern  limits  of  the  Republic  near  Venezuela  across  to  the 
agdalena  River,  and  from  the  north  coast  to  the  interior  regions  of  the 
'des.  In  a  general  way  Colombia  can  be  divided  in  four  periods  of  geological 
mation ; 

1.  The  gold-bearing  regions,  extending  from  Ecuador  down  through  the  west 
tral  part  of  the  country,  through  Antioquia,  across  the  Magdalena  River  to 
art  of  the  State  of  Santander,  and  terminating  in  the  upper  districts  of  the 
fc  of  Bolivar. 

•  Ranges  of  mountains  on  either  side  of  the  gold  regions,  exposing  uptilted 
nicnts,  nonauriferous  themselves,  but  carrying  placer  deposits  apparently 
inating  in  the  adjacent  gold  regions. 

The  vast  regions  north  of  the  mountains  and  southeast  toward  the  Amazon, 
re  there  are  low  sediments,  swamps,  and  sienegas  of  little  interest  to  the  gold 
-r. 

The  massive  isolated  ranges  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  de  Santa  Marta,  situated 
g  the  eastern  part  of  the  north  coast, 
detailed  description  would  show  numerous  exceptions  to  these  general  out- 
For  example,  in  the  eastern  ranges  of  mountains  toward  Venezuela  there 
niasscs  of  eruptive  rocks  and  violent  seismic  actions  are  frequent;  in  the 
Cm  ranges  there  are  intrusive  igneous  formations,  and  the  Isthmus  of 
*>nia,  in  many  respects  different  from  other  portions  of  Colombia,  is  not 
ided. 

^^^  fl*  fl*  "P  ^^  fl*  ^F 

Here  arc  undoubtedly  most  valuable  gold  placers  in  Colombia,  some  formed 
He  direct  erosion  that  is  taking  place  in  the  gold-bearing  regions  and 
t"s  by  secondary  movements  among  deposits  that  have  been  thrown  out  of 
^  original  positions,  and  in  such  formations  the  question  to  be  considered  is 
Amount  of  country  eroded  to  form  concentrations  and  auriferous  deposits. 
^  applies  also  to  the  rivers,  some  of  which  unquestionably  contain  great 
^titics  of  gold.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  bed  rock  is  very  soft  and  the 
cnts  have  generally  eroded  to  such  depth  that  it  is  impossible  to  turn  them. 
^e  of  the  rivers  are  well  situated  for  this  kind  of  mining  venture,  but  in  con- 
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sidering  such  undertakings  it  should  be  remembered  that  frequently  the  rivers  do 
not  cut  gold-bearing  formations,  and  under  such  conditions  the  important  point 
to  consider  is  the  extent  of  surface  material  that  has  been  washed  into  the  river; 
and  naturally  the  amount  of  material  brought  down  to  a  river  favorably  situated 
for  turning  is  not  so  great  as  in  the  lower  rivers  draining  a  more  extended 
country. 

These  statements  are  simply  a  general  outline  of  certain  conditions  relating  to 
the  gold  mines  of  Colombia  as  found  in  the  geological  divisions  noted. 
*  *  *  *  *  *  « 

Referring  in  a  general  way  to  the  gold  mines  of  Colombia,  caution  is  required 
in  selecting  among  the  thousands  and  thousands  of  mines  that  have  been  taken 
up,  and  are  now  seeking  a  market.  The  laws  by  which  such  property  can  be 
acquired  in  Colombia  are  very  liberal,  and  it  costs  but  little  to  secure  title.  For 
this  reason  owners  are  numerous,  and  for  the  benefit  of  prospectors  it  can  be 
stated  that  the  country  has  been  pretty  well  occupied,  but  investors  or  syndicates 
would  find  excellent  material  to  work  on  with  very  liberal  terms  from  owners 
who  can  not  hope  to  develop  their  mines  themselves. 

It  may  be  interesting  for  Americans  who  remember  the  speculation  and  disas- 
trous failure  of  El  Christo  Mining  Company  to  know  that  this  property  is  still 
producing,  and  has  been  on  a  paying  basis  for  some  years.      This  mine,  after  the 
company  had  failed,  was  taken  for  unpaid  salaries  of  employees  in  Colombii 
They  disposed  of  the  property  to  an  English  syndicate,  who  worked  it,  and  in 
three  months  paid  the  purchase  money  and  all  expenses  out  of  a  rich  strike,  and 
the  property  has  given  handsome  returns  since  then,  and  is  still  paying,  though 
it  is  a  silver  mine  and  consequently  at  a  disadvantage. 

The  mining  regions  of  the  State  of  Tolima,  where  El  Christo  is  situated,  are 
all  within  two  or  three  days'  travel  from  the  city  of  Honda.  Other  silver  mines 
are  being  operated  in  this  district,  notably  the  old  Frias  mine,  which  manypw- 
ple  consider  the  best  equipped  property  in  South  America.  It  is  reported  to 
be  paying  ^40,000  to  ;^50,ooo  a  year  on  the  basis  of  silver  at  50  cents  per 
ounce. 

El  Rosario  mine  is  being  worked  by  an  English  company  at  a  good  profit,  and 
is  considered  a  very  rich  property.  The  Calamante  mine  is  also  being  worked 
by  an  English  company,  and  though  the  ore  is  low  grade  the  property  yields 
good  returns.  All  these  are  silver  mines  operated  by  concentrating  their  ores, 
and  shipping  the  product  to  England  for  treatment. 

The  old  Santa  Ana  mine,  which  has  been  worked  since  1826,  is  probably  w 
be  reopened.  It  belongs  to  the  Government,  and  has  been  leased  to  EngliJ"* 
parties.  The  workings  are  down  perhaps  1,000  feet,  and  the  ores  arc  suitable 
for  smelting  on  the  property.  This  is  the  mine  that  formerly  supplied  the  fin<^ 
silver  out  of  which  the  old  Colombian  coins  were  made,  and  which  gave  them  a 
premium  over  all  others. 

The  State  of  Tolima  has  extensive  gold  placer  deposits,  some  of  which  are 
being  worked  to  good  advantage.  The  property  of  an  English  company,  ^^^ 
Colombian   Hydraulic,    known   as  Mai    Paso,  is  still  giving  excellent  rcsub- 
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Recently  the  workings  cut  through  a  false  bed  rock  of  clay  and  shales  and  struck 
extensive  deposits  of  rich  cemented  gravels. 

Another  English  company  is  operating  a  mine  known  as  La  Rica,  where  there 
are  extensive  beds  of  low-grade  grave!  under  very  favorable  conditions,  and  the 
property  is  paying  well. 

The  Cajongra  mine  is  being  operated  by  an  American  owner,  ana  so  far  has 
paid  expenses  while  working  up  to  the  better  parts  of  the  gravel  banks.  The 
monitors  are  now  cutting  against  good  gravel,  and  favorable  results  are  expected 
in  the  next  clean  up.  The  mines  known  as  Orita  and  Malbar  are  being  worked 
b?  English  companies  at  a  small  profit.  They  have  extensive  gravel  banks  and 
plenty  of  water.  The  Barito  and  Tablaza  mines  are  also  being  worked  by 
English  companies,  but  so  far  have  not  returned  a  profit.  An  English  company 
has  bought  and  is  preparing  to  open  the  Paroquio  mines,  where  there  is  plenty 
of  water  and  prospects  are  excellent. 

The  Pavas  mine  is  being  worked  by  a  French  company,  which  has  brought 
water  across  the  Guarino  River  by  a  siphon  with  a  drop  of  2,000  feet,  very 
heavy  tubing  being  used  at  the  bottom ;  but  when  the  water  was  turned  on  it 
spouted  out  with  great  force  through  the  iron  itself,  though  no  openings  could 
be  seen.  The  joints  were  tight  and  the  pipes  were  strengthened  with  iron 
bands.  The  property  has  quantities  of  rich  gravel,  but  results  have  not  been 
reported.  A  German  company  is  working  the  Purnio  mines.  They  have  rich 
S^avel,  but  no  dump,  and  are  using  some  patent  process,  and  are  keeping  results 

*  secret.     They  are  supposed  to  be  making  good  money,  and  appear  to  be  well 
satisfied  with  themselves. 

^here  is  still  a  great  extent  of  placer  ground  in  Tolima  that  is  not  being 
^P^ratcd,  but  it  is  nearly  all  in  the  hands  of  different  native  owners,  who  are 
Waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  their  holdings. 

Jo  the  State  of  Antioquia  there  are  great  numbers  of  mines  that  are  being 
*<>'ked  in  a  small  way  with  rough  machinery,  and  are  yielding  good  returns. 
■*«€  Pedro  mine  is  probably  the  best  of  them,  and  working  selected  gravel 
P*ys  some  $5,cx>o  per  month;  and  from  this  various  quartz  and  placer  proper- 
^  are  worked  for  profits  as  low  as  $500  per  annum,  but  $1,000  to  $3,000  per 
^'^th  is  the  ordinary  return  for  many  of  them.  Along  all  the  rivers  there  are 
'^bcrs  of  people  washing  gold  in  the  dry  season  at  a  profit  of  $1  to  $2  per 
y*  ^ith  an  occasional  run  of  better  luck. 

*  He  shipments  of  gold  from  Medillin,  the  capital  of  the  State,  are  averaging 
^^t  $300,000  per  month,  and  about  February  23  a  pack  train  of  mules  deliv- 

^*^   $1,240,000  worth  of  gold  at  Puerto  Barrio  from  interior  points,  said  to 

^^  come  mostly  from  the  Crystalas  mine,  operated  by  a  French  company.     La 

^**^a  mine,  worked  by  an  English  company,  is  also  giving  excellent  returns. 

^^ining  interests  are  probably  more  active  in  Antioquia  than  in  any  other  part 

_  ^«e  Republic,  but  on  account  of  the  very  rich  deposits,  native  efforts,  satisfied 

"^  crude  methods,  are  more  abundant  than  foreign  companies  carrying  modern 

^''ipment. 

^^    lower  Antioquia,  along  the  Cauca  ana  Nache  rivers,  consiaerable  mining 
Bull.  No.  11 3 
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is  being  done,  and  one  or  two  large  English  companies  are  operating  quartz 
properties.  The  gold  is  shipped  directly  to  Barranquilla.  There  is  said  to  be 
plenty  of  unoccupied  ground  in  Antioquia^  but  it  is  my  opinion  that  all  thebcst 
places  have  been  taken  up. 

From  the  Choco  regions  in  western  Colombia  small  workings  and  hand  wash- 
ings are  producing  about  $500,000  per  annum,  and  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
State  of  Cauca  considerable  work  is  being  done,  mostly  by  hand  labor  and  ground 
sluicing. 

« 

RAILWAY   CONTRACT. 

The  Department  of  State  has  received  from  Minister  Hart« 
under  date  of  Bogota,  March  8,  a  copy  of  a  contract  given  to 
Sefior  Juan  Bautista  Mannero  y  Trucco  for  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  the  port  of  Girardot  to  the  savanna  of  Bogoti 

The  concessionary  binds  himself  to  construct  the  Girardot  rail- 
road and  deliver  it  finished  at  the  end  of  five  years.  He  is  to 
change  the  present  gauge  to  one  of  1  meter  (39.37  inches),  and 
to  complete  all  the  works  and  terrepleins  necessary;  also  to 
exchange  the  rails  of  the  line  for  rails  weighing  20  kilograms 
(44  pounds)  a  linear  meter ;  the  locomotives  for  others  not  weighing 
less  than  30  tons  each,  and  the  remainder  of  the  rolling  stock  suit- 
able for  a  road  of  1  meter  gauge ;  this  work  to  be  included  in  the 
five  years'  contract.  The  first  10  kilometers  (6.215  ^niles)  from 
Juntas  de  Apulo  toward  Bogota  must  be  constructed  within  one 
year  from  the  date  of  contract.  For  failure  to  comply,  unless  the 
delay  be  proven  unavoidable  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  contract  will  be  forfeited. 

All  of  the  rolling  stock  of  the  line  now  in  construction  and  use 
must  be  repaired  and  renewed  in  part  within  eight  months  after 
the  approval  of  the  contract,  so  that  on  said  date  there  shall  be  in 
perfect  condition,  3  repaired  locomotives,  i  new  25'-ton  locomotive, 
2  first-class  passenger  cars,  3  second-class  passenger  cars,  20  freight 
cars,  and  4  stock  cars.  The  warehouse  at  the  port  of  Girardot 
must  be  enlarged  sufficiently  to  meet  the  necessities  of  traffic. 

A  personal  bond  for  $50,000  gold,  made  acceptable  to  the 
minister  of  Hacienda,  must  be  given,  which  will  revert  to  the 
Colombian  treasury  if  the  concessionary  fails  to  fulfill  all  of 
the  obligations  of  the  contract. 
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GUATEMALA. 

OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  INCREASING  TRADE. 

From  a  very  interesting  correspondence  on  the  climate,  soil, 
products,  etc., of  Guatemala,  published  in  the  "Farm  Implement 
News"  (Chicago),  in  its  issue  of  March  24,  the  following  extracts 
are  taken  as  bearing  upon  the  possibilities  of  further  developing 
the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  that  country: 

Matters  here  are  improving.  The  new  administration,  organized  immedi- 
ately after  the  assassination  of  Barrios,  has  acted  with  much  wisdom  and  modera- 
tion, and,  being  supported  by  the  Congress  now  in  session,  confidence  seems 
to  be  fully  restored  and  the  Republic  is  everywhere  quiet.  The  heavy  fall  in 
exchange  during  the  past  two  weeks  is  the  best  evidence  that  the  crisis  is  past 
and  no  disturbance  is  anticipated.  Business  has  improved  lately  on  account  of 
the  coffee  crop — the  chief  dependence  of  the  country — having  turned  out  better 
than  was  expected  and  the  price  having  largely  advanced.  The  effect  is  like 
that  of  a  big  wheat  crop  in  our  country  and  consequent  advance  in  prices.  With 
improving  times  and  a  satisfactory  administration  there  is  no  reason  to  expect 
any  political  disturbances,  and  the  Republic  ought  to  make  better  progress  in 
the  development  of  her  great  natural  resources. 

******* 

The  soils  of  Guatemala  are  generally  rich  and  exceedingly  productive,  the 
products  varying  according  to  the  altitude  and  temperature,  of  course.  Tropical 
fruits,  rice,  cotton,  cocoa,  india  rubber,  vanilla,  etc.,  are  produced  in  the  hot 
zone;  coffee,  sugar,  corn,  tobacco,  beans,  grapes,  etc.,  in  the  temperate  zone, 
and  wheat,  oats,  barley,  etc.,  in  the  cold  zone.  Subtropical  fruits  are  produced 
everywhere;  and  as  the  valleys  in  the  upper  zones  fall  below  the  average  alti- 
tude and  are  rich  and  warm  nearly  all  kinds  of  products  may  be  found  in  the 
same  neighborhood  or  local  market.  No  finer  oranges  or  lemons  can  be  pro- 
duced in  any  country. 

Though  all  the  products  mentioned  can  be  raised  with  profit  and  in  profusion, 
coffee  is  the  main  dependence  of  the  country,  because  it  yields  more  money  with 
less  application  of  labor  than  any.  Cattle,  also,  are  largely  raised  for  the  same 
reason.  In  fact,  the  scarcity  of  labor  has  greatly  retarded  the  development  of 
agriculture,  as  the  Indians  or  native  laborers  are  not  naturally  disposed  to  work 
or  hire,  and  therefore  inflow  of  foreign  labor  is  much  needed  and  desired.  The 
mines  of  gold  and  silver  and  the  forests  of  precious  woods  are  other  sources  of 
wealth  which  remain  generally  undeveloped  on  account  of  this  scarcity  of  labor. 
The  people,  as  in  Mexico  and  other  Latin-American  countries,  are  whites, 
Indians,  and  mixtures,  the  whites — including  all  those  who  claim  to  be— com- 
prising about  one-third  of  the  population. 

Coffee  is  the  principal  export,  though  a  considerable  amount  in  the  aggregate 
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of  hides,  leather,  ^ugar,  lumber,  and  fruits  is  exported ;  but  all  the  best  cofree 
is  sent  to  Europe.  The  principal  articles  imported  are  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,  iron  and  its  manufactures,  machinery,  furniture,  flour,  preserved  meats, 
drugs  and  medicines,  and  wines  and  liquors.  Most  of  these,  except  flour,  are 
imported  from  Europe,  because  the  trade  is  mostly  in  the  hands  of  Europeans 
resident  here,  Germans  generally,  and  because  there  are  no  adequate  means  of 
transportation  between  Guatemala  and  the  United  States. 

The  completion  of  the  Northern  Railway  between  Guatemala  City  and 
Puerto  Barrios  on  the  Atlantic  waters  will  open  direct  communication  with  the 
United  States,  and  the  Atlantic  lines  of  transportation  will  let  in  goods  from 
that  direction.  Of  this  road  135  miles  have  been  constructed  and  put  in  opera- 
tion, and  60  remain  to  be  built,  and  as  the  life  and  progress  of  the  country 
depend  upon  its  completion,  the  delay  in  the  work  on  account  of  President 
Barrios's  assassination  can  not  be  long  maintained.  When  completed,  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  United  States  will  pour  in  here  from  across  the  Gulf  and  from  the 
Atlantic  ports,  and  American  tourists  will  come  to  enjoy  this  delightful  climate 
and  magnificent  scenery. 

Although  this  country  is  so  rich  in  agricultural  resources  and  possibilities,  the 
demand  for  farm   implements  will  never  be  large   here.      The  surface  is  too 
broken  and  uneven  for  any  extensive  use  of  harvesting,  cultivating,  and  planting 
machinery ;  but  there  ought  to  be  a  considerable  demand  for  plows  and  small 
cultivating  implements,  for  windmills,  sugar  machinery,  barb  wire,  nails,  hard- 
ware, etc.,  apd  these  should  all  come  from  the  United  States,     They  arc  now 
on  the  markets  here,  but  are  mostly  of  European  make.     I  have  seen  quite  a 
number  of  windmills  in  use,  and  these  are  nearly  all  American,  several  from 
Chicago,  having  come  around  by  the  way  of  San  Fratjcisco.     When  the  North- 
ern road  is  completed,  such  goods  will  go  via  New  Orleans  and  across  the  Goi^ 
to  Puerto  Barrios,  as  direct  a  route  as  can  be  made. 

RAILWAY  AND  STEAMSHIP  ENTERPRISES. 

Consul-General  BcAUPRf:,  writing  from  Guatemala,  under  date 
of  April  2,  1898,  advises  the  Department  of  State  that  on  the 
23d  ultimo  the  National  Assembly  of  Guatemala  formally  author- 
ized President  Cabrera  to  lease  or  sell  the  Northern  Railroad  01 
Guatemala,  or  make  such  arrangements  as  will  insure  its  comple- 
tion at  the  earliest  date  possible  and  on  terms  most  advantageous 
to  the  nation. 

As  has  been  repeatedly  stated  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  the 
building  of  this  road  is  the  most  important  enterprise  which  has 
been  undertaken  in  Guatemala  for  a  great  while.  The  project 
originated  with  the  late  President  Barrios  and  was  a  favorite 
scheme  during  his  tenure  of  office.  The  road  is  now  completed 
from  Puerto  Barrios,  on  the  Gulf  of  Honduras,  to  San  Augustine; 
the  remaining  distance  to  Guatemala  City  has  been  surveyed, 
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the  route  located,  and  the  practicability  of  its  construction  fully 
demonstrated. 

When  completed,  the  road  will  render  accessible  the  richest 
coffee-producing  sections  of  the  Republic,  also  open  up  the  rich 
mineral  regions  and  forests,  and  it  is  anticipated  will  give  to  this 
part  of  the  country  the  possibilities  for  development  so  long  de- 
sired. 

Puerto  Barrios  is  about  800  miles  from  New  Orleans,  and  with 
the  opening  to  traffic  of  this  new  road,  American  merchandise  can 
be  transported  with'  facility,  and  American  merchants  can  travel 
comfortably  and  quickly  to  the  markets  of  Guatemala,  and  con- 
sequently the  trade  of  the  United  States  will  greatly  increase. 

Consul-General  Beaupr^,  in  speaking  of  the  opportunity  to  buy 
or  lease  the  road,  says: 

The  value  of  this  railroad  as  an  investment  is  well  understood  by  foreign  capital- 
ists, and  I  believe  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  its  completion  within  three 
years.  It  would  be  well  for  Americans  who  desire  to  place  money  in  foreign 
enterprises  to  investigate  the  railroad.  A  valuable  concession  can  be  had,  and 
the  completed  road  purchased  for  less  than  half  its  original  cost. 

The  National  Assembly  also  empowered  the  President  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  the  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  an 
English  corporation,  and  the  Chilean  Compania  Sud  Americana 
dc  Vapores  to  transport  the  mails  between  the  Guatemalan  port  of 
Ocos  and  Chile ;  the  consideration  being  $  1 5,000  per  year,  to  be 
increased  to  $30,000  when  these  steamers  shall  extend  their  service 
to  San  Francisco. 

It  has  been  noted  in  a  previous  number  of  the  Monthly  Bul- 
letin that  these  two  steamship  lines,  which  formerly  made  Panama 
^eir  northern  terminus,  had  recently  extended  their  route  to  Cen- 
tral American  ports  with  the  ultimate  purpose  of  going  to  San 
Francisco. 

As  supplemental  to  the  above  statement,  Consul-General 
Seaupre  notifies  the  Department  of  State,  under  date  of  April  6, 
^at  the  Guatemalan  Government  has  made  a  contract  with 
Messrs.  May  and  Jekyll,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  operate 
^e  Northern  Railroad,  receiving  from  the  Government  a  bonus 
^f  $40,000  per  month.  Mr.  J.  T.  Norton,  an  American,  has  been 
appointed  general  manager,  with  official  headquarters  at  Puerto 
Barrios.     The  contract  went  into  effect  April  1 5, 
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COMMERCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

According  to  a  French  official  report,  published  in  the  "  Nou- 
veau  Monde,"  the  value  of  the  exports  of  Guatemala  in  the  year 
1 896,  as  well  as  in  the  several  preceding  years,  greatly  exceeded 
the  imports,  the  exports  representing  23,085,000  piastres  and  the 
imports  9,143,000  piastres.  The  report  states  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  coffee  interests  are  owned  by  Germans,  most  of  whom 
are  nonresidents  of  the  country;  consequently  the  proceeds,  to  a 
great  extent,  are  sent  to  Germany  instead  of  being  expended  in 
the  country. 

The  German  interests  in  Guatemala  are  estimated  at  more  than 
150,000,000  marks  ($6,250,000  United  States  currency).  The 
Germans  have  done  much  for  Guatemala  in  developing  the  agri- 
cultural resources  of  the  country. 

Note. — The  Guatemalan  piastre  (peso)  was  estimated  by  the  Director  of  the 
United  States  Mint,  on  October  1,  1897,  to  be  worth  s^2%  cents  United  States 
currency. 


HONDURAS, 

CONCESSION  FOR  OPENING  AND  NAVIGATING  THE  PATUCA 

RIVER. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Little,  United  States  Consul  at  Tegucigalpa,  in  a 
communication  dated  March  31,  informs  the  Bureau  that  at  the 
last  regular  session  of  the  congress  of  Honduras,  a  concession 
was  granted  to  John  E.  Wood  and  associates,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
for  opening  the  entrance  to  the  Patuca  River  and  for  navigation 
of  the  stream.  Following  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  conditions  of 
the  concession: 

The  contractor  is  obligated  to  make  a  channel  to  the  mouth  of 
the  river  which  will  admit  ocean-going  vessels  of  lighter  dratt, 
and  build  a  wharf  and  custom-house.  He  is  also  authorized  to 
establish  and  operate  a  line  of  steamers  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  to  a  point  about  150  miles  above. 

In  consideration  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  stipulations  above 
enumerated,  the  concessionaire  shall  receive  the  wharfage  dues  on 
all  articles  whatever  for  export  or  import  that  enter  the  river;  the 
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cclusive  right  of  navigating  the  river  by  steamers,  or  otherwise, 
•r  a  period  of  ten  years ;  also  preferences  in  concessions  for  con- 
ructing  a  railroad  from  the  head  of  navigation,  indicated  above, 
I  all  points  in  the  Department  of  Olancho,  and  certain  advan- 
geous  terms  for  colonizing  that  portion  of  the  country.  He  shall 
so  receive  the  title  to  1 00,000  hectares  (247,  no  acres)  of  national 
nds. 

Consul  Little  reports  that  the  Patuca  River  is  the  most  impor- 
nt  stream  in  the  country,  and  that  if  the  proposed  scheme  of 
ivigating  it  is  carried  out  steam  transportation  will  be  established 
ith  what  is  considered  to  be  the  richest  agricultural  section  of 
londuras. 


MEXICO. 

POINTS  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

President  Diaz  delivered  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the 
?gular  session  of  the  Mexican  Congress  on  April  1.  He  con- 
ratulates  the  country  upon  the  continuance  of  favorable  and 
iendly  relations  with  the  various  nations,  which  have  existed  for 
e  past  years. 

On  the  subject  of  public  instruction  the  message  states : 

The  half-yearly  examinations  in  the  institutions  of  higher  primary  education 
the  capital,  of  the  heads  of  prefectures,  and  of  the  territories  were  conducted 
th  regularity,  as  were  also  the  final  yearly  examinations  in  all  the  elementary 
^lools.  The  number  of  the  latter  has  increased  considerably,  and  the  total 
^triculations,  without  including  the  reports  from  the  southern  district  of  Lower 
alifornia,  which  have  not  been  received,  reached  the  figure  of  56,638  pupils. 
he  national  schools,  almost  in  their  entirety,  are  abundantly  supplied  with  the 
•cessary  furniture  and  paraphernalia. 

On  the  subject  of  mining  the  President  says : 

The  status  of  the  mining  industry  of  the  Republic  is  satisfactory.  During 
^c  period  covered  by  this  message  957  new  grants  have  been  issued,  covering 
>297  claims  of  one  hectare  each,  the  grants  issued  pursuant  to  the  new  law  in 
^c  premises  amounting  to  7,476,  comprising  an  area  of  58,543  hectares. 

1  he  exports  of  minerals  continue  on  the  increase,  for  by  the  data  published 
p  to  this  time  it  may  be  seen  that  the  value  of  the  minerals  exported  during 
^c  months  from  June  to  November  last  reached  39,000,000  pesos  in  round 
numbers,  as  against  a  little  more  than  28,000,000  in  the  same  half-year  of  1896. 
n  these  exports  silver  figures  to  the  value  of  34,000,000  pesos;  gold  to  the 
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value  of  over  3,000,000^  and  lead  to  the  value  of  1,200,000  pesos.     AntimoDj 
and  zinc  metals  also  appear  among  the  exports. 

An  idea  of  the  movement  of  the  mining  industry  is  conveyed  by  the  activity 
displayed  in  some  of  the  great  metallurgical  establishments  founded  under  Gov- 
ernment concessions.  The  central  smelter  of  Aguascalientes  received  for  treat- 
ment, during  the  fiscal  year  1896-97,  102,349  metric  tons  of  ore.  In  the  same 
period  the  San  Luis  Potosi  smelter  treated  57,653  tons,  and  the  Great  Monte- 
rey smelter  185,730  tons.  The  Vclardcfia  establishment  in  Durango  treated 
53,240  tons.  The  Boleo  Company  in  Lower  California  smelted  171,000  tons 
of  copper  ore,  and  the  Mazapil  Company  15,000  tons  of  copper  and  silver  ore. 

The  President  reports  agriculture  to  be  in  a  most  forward  and 
favorable  state.  Good  crops  were  obtained  during  the  past  year, 
which  will  lend  encouragement  in  this  important  industry  for  the 
future.  The  value  of  agricultural  products  in  the  year  1896  is 
stated  as  amounting  to  221,000,000  pesos,  exclusive  of  cattle, 
products  of  the  forests,  and  of  fruits. 

The  Department  of  Promotion  has  had  an  increased  number  of 
demands  for  concessions  to  use  waters  subject  to  Federal  jurisdic- 
tion for  the  purposes  of  irrigation  and  motive  power.  These  con- 
cessions have  been  liberally  granted,  having  for  their  purpose  the 
development  of  a  most  important  and  valuable  feature  of  public 
welfare. 

The  message  states  that  during  the  period  intervening  since  the 
last  meeting  of  Congress  419,000  hectares  of  public  lands  have 
been  issued  under  proper  patents  to  private  uses. 

On  the  subject  of  colonization,  the  President  states,  in  effect, 
that  some  good  results  have  been  accomplished,  but  not  such  as 
the  opportunities  and  possibilities  of  the  country  apparently  offered. 
There  is  a  great  need  of  foreign  immigration  composed  of  persons 
with  some  capital,  and  possessed  of  an  industrial  purpose  to 
develop  the  opportunities  which  the  country  affords. 

Much  has  been  done  and  much  work  still  remains  to  be  done 
in  improving  the  principal  seaports  of  the  country.  The  Vera 
Cruz  Harbor  works  are  being  prosecuted  with  great  energj^and 
regularity;  these  have  progressed  to  the  extent  that  coastwise 
steamers  already  moor  alongside  the  wharves.  Within  a  reason- 
able time  the  extensive  breakwaters,  which  are  under  contract  of 
construction  by  Messrs.  Pearson  &  Sons,  will  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz  will  become  then  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  convenient  in  the  world.     The  building  of  the 
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s  and  breakwaters  at  Tampico  is  also  progressing  satis- 
At  the  port  of  Coatzacoalcos  the  channel  has  been  made 
deep  at  half  tide,  which  enables  steamers  of  good  draft 
he  bar  and  enter  the  river.  A  contract  has  been  made 
R.SON  &  Sons  to  make  a  good  harbor,  with  suitable  piers, 
Cruz,  the  Pacific  terminus  of  the  Tehuantepec  Railroad. 
>hip  line  has  been  established  between  Vera  Cruz  and 
lur,  touching  at  Tampico  and  Galveston, 
essage  states  that  since  September,  1897,  there  have  been 
*d  350  kilometers  of  railroad.  The  total  length  of  rail- 
5  in  the  Republic  at  present  is  1 1 ,364  kilometers ;  this 
s  stated  as  being  something  less  than  that  given  in  the 
dential  message,  and  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  several 
s  have  been  permitted  to  discontinue  the  operation  of 
s  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  profitable.  The 
w^ay  lines  have  been  extended  234  kilometers, 
le  of  postage  stamps  demonstrates  the  fact  that  the  amount 
latter  has  very  largely  increased  within  the  last  six  months. 
:al  money  orders  show  an  increase  of  40  per  cent ;  the 
if  new  post-offices  and  postal  agencies  have  been  greatly 
The  federal  telegraph  system  has  been  enlarged  and 
iproved.     Since  September,  576  kilometers  of  new  lines 

I  built  and  old  lines  improved. 

subject  of  finance,  the  President  states  that  no  important 
IS  taken  place  in  the  economical  status  of  the  country  or 
deral  treasury.  With  respect  to  banks,  it  is  stated  that 
It  banking  law  has  continued  to  meet  the  expectations 
xecutive;  the  Republic  now  has  13  banks  of  issue  in 
,  and  2  great  national  banks  doing  business  in  the  capital, 
imerous  branches  throughout  the  country. 

STEEL  WORKS  IN  CHIHUAHUA. 

tated  in  the  "Iron  Trade  Review"  that  the  Wellman 
ngineering  Company  has  contracted  to  build  a  new  basic 
rth  steel  works  at  Chihuahua,  Mexico.     The   United 

II  furnish  the  greater  portion  of  the  capital  and  a  new 
has  undertaken  the  enterprise.  This  will  be  the  first 
nanufacture  steel  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico.     It  will 
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be  modern  in  every  respect,  with  the  most  improved  labor-saving 
appliances. 

The  Compania  Industrial  Mexicana  now  operates  a  rolling  mill 
at  Chihuahua,  which  was  started  in  1892.  The  equipment  con- 
sists of  two  Siemens  gas-heating  furnaces,  three  trains  of  rolls  (8, 
12,  and  20  inch),  one  1,500-pound  hammer,  and  seven  cut  nail 
machines.  The  annual  capacity  is  10,000  tons  of  merchant  bar 
iron,  bolts,  nuts,  washers,  and  horseshoes,  and  1 2,000  kegs  of  nails. 
Scrap  furnishes  the  raw  material,  of  which  there  is  an  abundance 
in  Mexico.  The  projected  open  hearth  plant  will  be  situated 
close  to  the  rolling  mill,  and  scrap  will  be  used  for  the  most  part 
in  making  steel.  There  are  local  deposits  of  hard  ore,  but  they 
have  not  been  developed. 

FINANCES  AND  INDUSTRIES.* 

Under^  date  of  January  28,  1898,  Hon.  Powell  Claytov, 
United  States  minister  to  Mexico,  forwards  to  the  Department  of 
State  a  statement  explanatory  of  the  items  contained  in  the 
budget  for  the  fiscal  year  1898-99  proposed  to  the  Mexican 
Congress  by  Mr.  Limantour,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  total  revenue  for  the  year,  based  upon  the  usual  estimates, 
is  given  at  $51,659,500,  or  $549,383  in  excess  of  the  past  fisal 
year.  In  order,  however,  to  meet  a  small  anticipated  deficit,  an 
excise  duty  on  the  manufacture  of  alcoholic  beverages  was  decided 
upon.  This  tax  is  estimated  to  yield  $450,000,  thus  bringing 
the  total  revenue  up  to  $52,109,500.  The  estimated  total  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government  amount  to  $52,089,48445.  The 
budget,  therefore,  as  proposed,  shows  a  surplus  of  $20,015.55- 
Taking  into  consideration  the  abundant  harvest  of  the  past  year, 
Mr.  Limantour  expects  a  large  increase  in  the  purchase  of  for- 
eign goods  during  the  fiscal  year  under  consideration  and  a  corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  revenue  from  import  duties;  also  from 
the  intemal  stamp  tax  growing  out  of  an  enlarged  domestic  trade. 

The  receipts  from  export  duties  are  placed  at  $1,393*0^ 
derived  as  follows: 

*In  this  report  the  estimates  are  given  in  the  currency  of  Mexico.  The  value  of 
the  Mexican  peso  (dollar)  is,  according  to  the  valuation  given  by  the  United  States 
Director  of  the  Mint  January  i,  1898,  46  cents  in  the  currency  of  the  United  States. 
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Articles. 


ative  building  timber,  cabinet  woods,  dyewoods,  and  mulberr}',  and 
transit  of  foreign  woods  (an  average  of  receipts  for  the  past  two  years). 

acaton  root,  an  increasing  product,  same  figure  as  last  year 

hide,  the  same .' 

Tchil.  the  exportation  Of  which  is  about  ended 

isal  hemp,  the  same  as  last  year 

iloe  fiber,  same  as  product  of  last  year 

lides  and  skins  of  all  kinds,  constantly  increasing,  same  as  for  year 
1896-97 

Coffee,  based  on  an  exportation  of  18,000,000  kilograms  (39,682,800 
pounds) 

Total  export  receipts 


Receipts 
(silver). 


♦225, 

000 

25. 

000 

42. 

000 

I. 

000 

350. 

000 

43. 

000 

77, 

000 

630, 

000 

I,  393. 000 


Under  the  head  "sundry  taxes  on  foreign  commerce,"  based 
m  the  receipts  of  former  years,  the  following  revenue  is  antici- 
pated : 


Description. 


'wo  per  cent  for  port  works  on  $21,500,000  import  duties 

jjpecial  port  dues 

^onnage,  light-house,  warehouse,  guard  dues 

t^avigation  patents 

^ilotage  and  port  offices 

Jills  of  health 

^onsular  invoices 

certificates  issued  by  consulates  and  legations 

^ues  used  for  roofing  the  mole  in  Vera  Cruz 

Total 


Receipts 

(silver). 


$430. 

000 

47. 

000 

100, 

000 

I, 

000 

42, 

000 

72. 

000 

227, 

000 

8, 

000 

27. 

000 

954,000 


Receipts  from  sale  of  revenue  stamps  is  estimated  at  $6,885,000, 
ht  same  as  for  the  present  fiscal  year.  The  revenue  to  be  de- 
*ived  from  the  various  States  to  the  national  treasury  is  placed  at 
p5450,ooo,  which  amount  corresponds  to  that  of  the  fiscal  year 
1895-96. 

Speaking  of  gold  and  silver  mining,  Mr.  Limantour  states  that 
^e  fall  in  silver  has  not  prevented  an  increased  production  of  that 
^etal  in  Mexico,  while  in  other  countries  mines  are  closed  down. 
He  attributes  this  to  a  growing  information  concerning  Mexico's 
mineral  resources  and  improved  methods  of  working  ores,  and  the 
forking  of  cheaper  grade  ores;  and  he  makes  the  assertion  that 
ie  extraction  of  silver  could  be  carried  on  at  a  profit  even  should 
he  price  become  still  lower.  The  production  of  gold  having 
'^Creased  also,  the  mining  tax  derived  from  this  source  is  expected 
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to  show  a  slight  increase  over  that  of  the  past  fiscal  year.  It  is 
estimated  that  from  thia  source  there  will  be  derived  a  revenue 
amounting  to  $2,730,000.  The  estimate  for  the  tobacco  tax  is 
the  same  as  that  of  the  previous  year — $1,225,000.  The  tax  on 
alcohol  is  placed  at  $818,000. 

The  total  receipts  from  stamp  duties  of  all  kinds  is  calculated 
at  $20,000,000.  Coinage,  assay,  and  kindred  fees  are  estimated 
at  $1,260,000,  and  from  trade-marks  and  patents  a  yield  of 
$20,000  is  anticipated. 

The  estimated  Federal  revenue  to  be  derived  from  direct  taxes 
in  the  Federal  District  and  Territories  is  placed  at  $2,511,000,  a 
slight  increase  over  the  receipts  of  the  past  year. 

The  Tehuantepec  railway  is  counted  on  for  $180,000. 

The  report  embodies  various  other  items  yielding  revenue  to 
the  Government.     Only  the  leading  ones  are  enumerated  here. 


EXPENDITURES. 


The  table  below  shows  the  expenditures  allotted  to  the  several 
departments  of  the  public  service.  It  will  be  noted  that  the 
budget  for  the  next  fiscal  year  calls  for  expenditures  amounting 
to  $1,707,500  in  excess  of  the  current  year.  But  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  extensive  improvements  contracted  for  the 
harbors  of  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico,  Coatzacoalcos,  Salina  Cruz,  and 
other  public  enterprises  account  for  a  very  large  share  of  this 
sum.  Besides,  the  estimates  are  based  on  46  cents  as  the  value 
of  the  peso  for  the  coming  fiscal  year,  while  for  the  current  year 
the  exchange  rate  was  based  on  48  cents,  this  difference  alone 
amounting  to  $636,320. 


Department. 


Legislative 

Executive 

Judicial 

Foreign  affairs 

Home  affairs 

Justice 

Fomenio , 

Communication 

Treasury  administration 

Public  debt 

War 

Total 


Budget,  X8Q7-9S 
(silver). 


$1,018, 
80, 

433. 

531. 

3.  652, 

2,  288, 

742. 

5,  450, 

6,069, 

18,  853, 

11,450. 


643.90 
968.60 

051.  80 

741.  50 

817.45 

052.  85 

973.11 
217.45 
552.  85 
768.00 
196.47 


50,  581,  983.  98 


Budget,  i9?5-99 
(saver). 


$1,018,643.90 
80,968.60 

444.654-^5 

543.467.55 

3, 685. 272- ''S 

2.311.560.75 

741.874.66 

5. 627. 544.  °9 

6. 121.22990 
19,964.268.00 

II,  750*  00a  00 
52,289,484.4s 
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Department. 


[udicial 

Foreign  affairs 

Home  affairs 

Justice 

r  omento 

Communication 

Treasury  administration 

Public  debt 

War 


Total 


Increase  (silver). 


$1,  602.  35 
11,726.05 
32,455.40 
23.  507.  QO 


177,  326.  64 

51.677.05 

1, 110,500.00 

299,  803.  53 


I.  708,  598.  92 


Decrease  (silver). 


$1. 098.  45 


1,098.45 


ROUTES  TO  THE  PRINCIPAL  COMMERCIAL  CENTERS. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  several  routes  by  wl.ich 
merchandise  may  be  entered  and  shipped  to  the  principal  markets 
of  the  country 

TO  CITY  OF  MEXICO. 

Via  port  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  Mexican  or  the  Mexican  Interoceanic  Rail- 
way. 

Via  port  of  Tampico  and  the  Mexican  Central  Railway. 

Via  the  frontier  Custom-House  of  Laredo  and  the  Mexican  National  Rail- 
way. 

Via  the  frontier  Custom-House  of  Piedras  Negras  and  the  Mexican  Interna- 
tional and  Central  Railways. 

Via  the  frontier  Custom-House  of  Paso  del  Norte  and  the  Mexican  Central 
Railway. 

TO  GUADALAJARA. 

Via  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  and  City  of  Mexico  and  from  there  by  the  Mex- 
ican Central  Railway. 

Via  the  port  of  Tampico  and  the  Mexican  Central  Railway. 

Via  the  frontier  custom-house  of  Piedras  Negras  and  the  Mexican  Interna- 
tional and  Central  railways. 

Via  the  frontier  custom-house  of  Paso  del  Norte  and  the  Mexican  Central 
Railway. 

TO  PUEBLA. 

Via  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  Mexican  or  the  Mexican  Interoceanic 
Railway. 

Via  either  of  the  northern  frontier  custom-houses,  through  the  City  of  Mcx- 
*^o,  and  the  Mexican  or  Mexican  Interoceanic  Railway. 


TO  SAN  LUIS  POTOSI. 


Via  the  port  of  Tampico  and  the  Mexican  Central  Railway. 

Via  the  frontier  custom-house  of  Laredo  and  the  Mexican  National  Railway. 
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TO  MONTEREY. 

Via  the  port  of  Tampico  and  the  Monterey  and  Gulf  Railway. 

Via  the  frontier  custom-house  of  Laredo  and  the  Mexican  National  Railwa 


TO  CHIHUAHUA. 

Via  the  frontier  custom-house  of  Paso  del  Norte  and  the  Mexican  Ccntr 
Railway. 

Via  the  port  of  Tampico  and  the  Mexican  Central  Railway. 

Via  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  City  of  Mexico,  thence  by  the  Mexica 
Central  Railway. 

TO  DURANGO, 

Via  the  frontier  custom-house  of  Piedras  Negras  and  the  Mexican  Interns 
tional  Railway. 

Via  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  City  of  Mexico,  thence  by  the  Mexica 
Central  and  International  Railways. 

Via  the  port  of  Tampico  and  the  Mexican  Central  and  International  Ral 
ways. 

TO  OAXACA, 

Via  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  city  of  Puebla  and  from  there  by  t 
Mexican  Southern  Railway. 

Via  either  of  the  northern  frontier  custom-houses  and  the  City  of  Mexico 
Puebla,  thence  by  the  Mexican  Southern  Railway. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 

INCREASE  OF  TARIFF. 

The  Dominican  Government  has  made  the  following  chang 
in  the  customs  tariff  of  that  country,  taking  effect  on  April  1,  1 

Art.  1.  That  there  be  created  a  surtax  of  10  per  cent  on  the  customs  due: 
existing  at  present,  destined  exclusively  for  the  guaranty  and  payment  of  ih 
obligations  contracted  by  the  Government  with  the  operations  which  arc  being 
carried  on  in  the  conversion  of  the  foreign  debt  denominated  "  consolidated  gold 
bonds,  4  per  cent,  1893,"  and  the  '*  French- American  reclamation  consols, 
1895." 

Art.  2.  The  time  during  which  the  surtax  decreed  in  the  foregoing  article 
shall  be  applied  shall  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  and  regulated  a» 
he  may  deem  advisable. 
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UNITED  STATES. 

TRADE  WITH  LATIN-AMERICA. 

STATEMENT  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Following  is  the  latest  statement  from  figures  compiled  by  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  United  States  Treasury  Department,  showing 
the  value  of  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and  the  Latin- 
American  countries.  The  report  is  for  the  month  of  February, 
1898,  corrected  to  April  1,  1898,  with  a  comparative  statement  for 
the  corresponding  month  of  the  previous  year;  also  for  the  eight 
months  ending  February  28,  1 898,  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  the  fiscal  year  1897.  It  should  be  explained  that 
the  figures  from  the  various  custom-houses  showing  imports  and 
exports  for  any  one  month  are  not  received  at  the  Treasury 
Department  until  about  the  20th  of  the  following  month,  and 
some  time  is  necessarily  consumed  in  compilation  and  printing, 
so  that  the  returns  for  February,  for  example,  are  not  published 
until  some  time  in  April. 

IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Chemicals: 
LogWQod    {Palo    campeche;     Pdu 
camp^cht:;  Campiche) — 

Mexico 

Central  America 


^oal,  bituminous  {Carbdn  bituminoso ; 
tarviJo  betuminoso ;    Char  ban  de 

terrt) : 

Mexico .    

Cocoa   {Cacao ;  Coco  ou   Cacito  crti  ; 
Cacao) : 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


Coffee  {Ca//;  Ca///  Ca//) : 

Central  America 

Afexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America. . . . 


Febmary- 


1897. 


$16,  708 


17,  127 
22,  393 


1,076,815 

640,  345 

4.  735.  974 
1,210,725 


1&98. 


$12, 205 


45. 280 
106,452 


697,  362 

513.746 

2,  743,  o83 

568,  563 


Bight  months  ending 
February— 


1897. 


128. 510 


264, 727 
605,  806 


2,  114,096 

I,  569,851 

36,  995.  247 

7,  72S,  492 


1898. 


$8, 525  $20,  13a 

7.535 


125,  790 


145.361 
714.313 


1,818,559 

1,952,748 

29, 096, 065 

5.854,813. 
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IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Cotton,  unmanufactured  {Algoddn  en 
rama;  AlgodAo  em  rama;  Coton^ 
non  manufacture) : 
South  America 


Fibers : 

Sisal  gx2iss  {ffenequ/n  ;  Henequen; 
Hennequen) — 
Mexico 


Fruits: 

^2Lj\2L.Ti2L.s{Pldtanos  ;  Bananas  ;  Bo- 
nanes) — 

Central  America 

South  America 


February— 


1897. 


$11.  544 


465, 665 


Oranges     (Naranjas ;     Laranjas ; 
Oranges) — 

Mexico 

Fur  skins  (/'«>/« ^«/w/  Pelles;  Four- 
rures) : 
South  America 


Hides   and    skins  {Cueros  y  pities; 
Couros  €  pelles;  Cuirs  et  peaux)\ 

Central  America 

Mexico 

South  America 


India  rubber,  crude  (Goma  eldstica 
cruda;  Borracha  crtia;  Ccumt- 
c/umc,  brut) : 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Brazil , 

Other  South  America 


Lead,  in  pigs  and  bars,  etc.  (Plomoen 

galdpagos^  barras^  etc,;  Chumboem 

linguados^  barras,  etc;  Plombs,  en 

saumons^  en  barres,  etc.) : 

Mexico , 


Sugar,  not  above  No.  16  Dutch  stand- 
ard (AzUcar^  no  superior  al  No, 
16  de  la  escala  holandesa;  Assucar 
ndo  superior  do  No.  16  de  padrAo 
hollandez;  Sucre^pas  au-dessus  du 
type  hollandais  No,  16)  : 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


Tobacco,  leaf  (  Tabaco  en  rama;  Ta- 

baco  em  folha;  Tabac  en  feuilles) : 

Mexico 


70,  249 
35»  420 


I.  321 


X896. 


$21,633 


342, 838 


95. 259 
36, 439 


175 


16,  847 

219,440 
1, 164, 921 


33,  357 
1, 182 

2, 029,  294 
37. 617 


99.772 


1.296 
555.  330 
585. 032 


24.  725 


17.  588 
194,808 
730, 038 


26, 475 

3.053 
2,231,090 

49.  716 


154. 649 


2,451 
623, 493 
685,  702 


4.451 


Bight  months  endii 
FebruaTy— 


X897. 


$66,658 


2.564,026 


774.  608 
334. 220 


252,  282 
16,066 


166, 188 

991. 745 
5.  258. 837 


307,112 

17. 458 

7. 693, 367 

340,  550 


935. 088 


12,045 
1,521.234 
3,687.060 


204,604 


i89( 


$5^ 


2.66c 


84< 
33^ 


I3J 
31 


135 

I,  I2{ 

5.^ 


275 

2C 
11,05: 

425 


I.I2C 


1, 08c 

2.83( 
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MPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


1897 


tides  and  countriea. 


ihogany   {Madera^    caoha; 

;  Acajou)'. 

\merica 


nenca 


\a;  LH;  Laitui): 

nerica — 

[  (clothing). . . . 

2  (combing)  . . . 

3  (carpet) 


February— 


1S97. 


$31.  626 
11.554 


242, 119 

148,  406 

22,  751 


X898. 


$995 
23. 857 


23.  353 


11.857 


Bight  months  ending 
February — 


1897. 


$74, 109 
206,  258 

26,980 


853, 188 
148, 406 

351,  51.2 


1898. 


$105, 163 
230,  072 

38.  879 


446,  497 

9.391 
229,  700 


EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


il  implements  (/Mj/r«m^M- 
agricultura;  Instrumentos 
icultura)   Machines    agri" 


America. 


>mingo. 
la 


uth  America 


lanado  vcuuno;  Gado;  Be- 


I  America 


America 


rdos;  Forces;  Cockcms) — 
3 

{Cahallos;    Cavallos;    Che- 

5 , 

1  America , 


ps,  engravings,  etc.  (Li- 
apas^grabados^  etc.;  Livros, 
,  gravuras^  etc.;  Livres^ 
eg^ographie^avures^etc, 
Vmerica 

)mingo 

a 

a 

uth  America 

ill.  No.  11 4 


1350 
15,9" 


27. 756 

1,937 
128 

10,655 


1,606 

7.235 


31. 777 


4.576 

275 


1,402 

4,529 
21 

5.675 
6,657 

3.737 
5.876 


1.740 
4,  280 


1,980 


14. 725 
I,  840 


2,810 

11,287 

22 

6,791 

4.987 

974 

5.764 


$23,  262 

77. 446 

635 

323. 993 

15.485 

2,274 
119,340 


10,  256 
22,406 

2.737 


252,  704 


54. 178 
32, 987 


49.  358 

131,  888 

996 

15,  606 

41.581 

64.  563 
38,  634 


$14,  002 

73. 682 

837 
291,  697 

16, 124 

2,  210 

133. 122 


7,018 

35.  840 
6,780 


43. 078 


54, 329 
9,440 


33,  974 
96,  476 

416 

21,  252 

138,035 

15,289 

29,040 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Breadstttffs: 

Corn  (Mah;  Milho;  Mais}-' 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

South  America 


Wheat  ( Trigo;  Tngo;  BU}— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

South  America 


Wheat  flour  {Harina  de  trigo;  Fa- 
rinha  de  trigo;  Faring  de  bU) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Carriages,  cars,  etc.,  apd  parts  of  {Ca- 

rruages^  carros  y  sus  accesorios ; 

Carruagens^    carros^  e   partes  de 

carros;  Voitures^  wagons  et  leurs 

parties)— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Cycles  and  parts  of  (Bicicios  y  sus 
accesorios;  Bicyclos  e  accessorios; 
Bicyclettes  et  leurs  parties) — 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil , 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Clocks  and  watches  {Relojes  de  pared 
y  de  holsiilo:  Relogios  deparede  e  de 
bolso;  Pcndules  et  montres)  — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 

Q,02X  {Carbdn  ;  Carv&o ;  Charbon) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


February — 


X897. 


$2,  643 


l»356 

3.579 
403 


73.180 

3.573 

7.444 

278,  016 

50,  840 
128,118 


17.  211 
24,  5q6 

373 

6,314 

40,665 

3.650 
2.055 


5.014 
5,739 
557 
I,  no 
1,986 

923 
10,  800 


1.697 

1,131 
644 

2,292 
7.796 


406 

52. 173 

3.360 

16,967 

4 

178 


1898. 


$5.  549 
160 

52 
1,222 


4,340 
32 


85.  759 

4.257 

7.  356 

157,  958 

19,  729 

136,  209 


3.449 
13,  802 

5 

78.  314 

2,445 
2,673 

21,  633 


328 
5.616 

47 

9.704 

13. 107 

464 
4,604 


910 

2,486 

2.813 

2,370 

12, 057 


8x1 

86, 123 

201 


118 
1.397 


Bight  Months  endiof 
February— 


1897. 


$20, 178 

2.518,257 

III 

9.165 


55. 535 

29 

152.  704 


705,  481 

60,  511 

96,416 

2, 137.  719 

407.  39J 

989.  292 


46,  957 

47.  895 
2,380 

21,993 

15.  559 

16,  925 
50,255 


8,529 
17.  723 
25.871 
49.699 
65>  405 


20. 439 

370, 466 

17.506 

60.573 
12.  750 

12,  775 


108,207 

264.945 

12, 133 

105.451 
101,077 

42, 012 
30,734 


189& 


38.518 
166 

32. 550 


29,009 
1.319.^0 


685,226 

44.043 
102,258 

2.306,304 

377.329 
1,166.546 


26.526 

444>435 
21. 161 

174.  M 

139. 874 
21.180 

57.885 


5.93S 

43.1" 

727 

48, 35» 
61. 542 
13.765 
35.169 


4.474 

13.217 
22.  i63 

27.49S 

64,313 


16.906 

570,139 

7.800 
46,062 

26.855 
II.SS3 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


[Cabre ;  Cobre ;  Cuivre): 
0 


unmanufactured  {Algoddn  no 
ufacturcuio;  AlgodAo  nAo  ma- 
uturado;  Coton  non  manufac- 

): 

o 


cloths   {Tejidos  de  algoddn; 
tndas  de  afgoddo;  Coton^  mO' 
tcturf) : 
il  America 


o 

Domingo , 
tina 


il)ia , 

South  America. 


:  apparel   (cotton)  {Ropa  de 
idn;  Roupa  de  algwido;  Viie- 
is  en  coton) : 
il  America 


o 

Domingo 
tina 


ibia 

South  America. 


ind  nuts  {Fruias  y  nueces; 
(as  e  nozes;  Fruits  et  noisettes) : 
il  America 


o 

Domingo, 
tina 


ibia 

South  America. 


nd    skins  {Cueros  y  pieles; 
'OS  e  pelles;  Cuirs  et  peaux)-. 

il  America 

o 


^pulos;  Lupulos;  Houblon): 
il  America 


o 

Domingo. 
America  , 


ats: 

ic  and  scientific  apparatus 
paratos  eUctricosy  cientificos; 
^parelhos  electricos  e  scientifi- 
py  Appareils  Slectriques  et  sci- 
ti/iques) — 

iral  America 

ico 

;ntina 

;il 

;r  South  America 


February— 


1897. 


$846 


108,  551 


28,  264 . 

34.945 
4,706 

9.767 
26, 624 

22, 725 

122, 144 


15.  365 

19.494 
3,638 

4,208 

3.273 
2.842 

6,356 


4.613 
4,917 
71 
1,130 
509 
1,098 
3,840 


794 

621 

84 


361 


8.390 

13. 572 
7.616 

2,577 
16,  899 


X898. 


$4,410 


90,878 


29,  209 

31,482 
2.875 
5.854 
32,  881 
23,  988 
98,  732 


22, 558 

25, 491 
112 

3.157 
2,  720 

2,296 

4,856 


3.052 

4,292 

II 

1,830 

84 
577 

I,  lOI 


420 

57 

587 

4 

318 


5.471 

13.  280 

3,  "o 

4,541 
16, 146 


Bight  months  ending 
February— 


1897. 


$8,286 


I,  124,611 


398,  239 

229,  979 

69,422 

239,  809 

394. 122 
247,  321 
963, 071 


160,411 

232,  974 
21,038 

46,  378 

47.  387 
35.399 
38, 430 


39.  776 
55, 139 
2.137 
3.759 
9.504 
6,776 

28,002 


868 
26, 034 

1,610 
40, 055 

287 

875 


50,372 
178,  281 

69.675 
62.  689 

166,  219 


X898. 


$9,582 


1, 105,  296 


246, 037 

253,  7i2 

63.334 
126, 616 

346.  777 

195,  324 
698, 160 


124. 937 
204,  262 

II.  591 
22, 753 
36,902 

27.  763 
24,601 


26,  890 
39. 836 
1,3" 
7.095 
9,728 
7,602 
18.594 


1,442 

2.335 
26,  260 

7 
953 


40,913 
182, 084 

52,442 
76, 938 
89,  586 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Iron  and  Steel,  Manufactures  of: 
Builders'  hardware,  and  saws  and 
tools  {MateriaUs  de  metal  para 
construccUn,  sierras  y  herra- 
mientas;  Ferragens^  serras  e 
ferramentas ;  Mat/riatuc  de 
construction  en  fer  et  acier^  scies 
et  outils) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina , 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Sewingmachines  and  parts  of  (Afd- 

quinas    de    coser  y    accesorios; 

Alachinas  de  coser  e  accessories ; 

Machines  de  coudre  et  Uurs  par- 

ties) — 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 


Typewriting  machines  and  parts 
of  {Mdquinas  de  escribir  y  acce- 
sorios; Machinas  de  escribir  e 
accessories ,  Afachines  h  ^crire 
et  leurs  parties) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Leather,  other  than  sole  {Cuero,  dis- 
tinto  del  de  suela;  Couro  ndo  para 
solas;  CuirSy  autre s  que  pour  se- 
melles) : 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


Boots  and  shoes   {Calzado;  Calvados; 
Chaussures) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


February- 


1897. 


$9,558 

42,  176 

708 

17.617 
14.  764 

8,675 
26, 380 


4.238 

15.785 
120 

1.365 
4,421 
6,665 

11.875 


181 
1.398 


1,104 
165 
277 
637 


202 
1,419 


1,697 

17 
486 


3.716 
2,506 

2.739 
1.350 


1898. 


16,233 

27,605 

872 

11,707 

9.251 

4.328 

21,  247 


2.995 
22,  581 

18 

18,244 

3.054 
3.752 

8.371 


160 
4.519 


5.651 
500 
104 

1.358 


262 

153 


10,  250 
286 

1.497 


6,558 
5.000 

3.842 

1.094 


Bisrht  months  ending 
February— 


1897. 


$96,639 

434.  282 

6.523 
152,024 

167,  866 

83.  030 

175.3" 


58, 231 
122,  837 
842 
64. 125 
87.  159 
77,481 
87. 687 


6.735 
16,  230 

142 
9,628 
3.322 
2,217 
6,  306 


2,983 
12,  261 

430 

3.393 
12, 639 

1.545 
11,253 


61,  232 
28, 124  ' 
24.694 
18,471 


1S9S. 


$57. 4» 
290,831 

9.5« 

98.805 

109,477 

61,457 

146, 169 


2I,S42 

136,491 
893 

62,404 

59,372 
53,000 

73. 119 


1.989 

19,426 

90 

12,006 
3,io3 

3.441 
9.387 


2.699 
6,776 

4S9 

2.451 
34,266 

2,251 
9.423 


60.27J 
47.796 
28,659 
16.558 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Lard  {Manteca;  Banha;  Saindoux) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Oleo  and  oleomargarine  (Grasa  y 
oleomargarina;  Oieo  e  oleomarga- 
rina  ;  OUo  et  oUomargariniy-' 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Butter  {Mantequiila;  Manteiga; 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

^ther  South  America 


February — 


1897. 


^^f^se  i^Queso ;  Queijo;  Frontage) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

orazii ] 

Colombia 

^*Her  South  America 

Seeds  i^Semillas;  Semenies ;  Se- 
Central  America 


M 


^xico 


^^nto  Domingo 

^'"gentina 

^""^zil 

Jr  ^lombia 

^^her  South  America 

^"K^T,  refined    (Azilcar    refinado; 
■^sstuar  refinado ;    Sucre  raf- 

r'^iitral  America 

^*-^xico 

p,^rjto  Domingo 

^^lombia '. . . , 

*^ier  South  America 

^^0,  unmanufactured  ( Tabaco  no 
'^***nufacturado ;  Tabaco  nHo  ma- 
^^Jacturado ;    Tabac  non  manu- 

i:^»*tral  America 

^^Xico 

P*"gentina 

^<>lombia 

^^oer  South  America 


$8,  586 
34.851 

1.873 
211 

58,992 

7.805 

37.644 


112 

III 

1.774 


2.583 
3.288 

277 
4.831 
I,  206 
6.682 


1.447 
1,407 

364 


803 
1,003 


158 

108 

46 

22 

40 

549 
98 


2,652 
515 

59 
2,199 


I.  271 
2,487 


32 
7.207 


Z898. 


$15,961 

16.  283 

692 

427 
71, 127 

3.682 
36,  775 


22 


80 
593 


4,216 

4.  142 

119 

10,494 

I.  231 

7,219 

1,249 

1.382 

316 


868 
1,661 


309 
5.366 


425 
40 

363 


1.724 
277 

46 

1,882 

295 


2,  161 
20,  447 


880 
8,287 


Bight  months  ending 
February — 


1897. 


$65,  895 
221,017 

13.007 
3.123 

321,  708 

ICO,  424 

433.317 


10 
610 

5»044 
22, 758 


29,409 

24.154 
4.276 

25.  259 
10, 149 
56, 631 

11,960 

10, 730 

2,645 

80 

6,946 

10, 129 


7.179 

14-  515 

283 

401 

615 

1,708 

4.202 


40,  323 
18, 674 

1.332 

32,  870 

1,119 


13,  648 
67.390 

4.055 
2,125 

67.  779 


189S. 


$82,  375 

135.  549 

13.  141 

1.499 
685,  703 

76, 474 
404, 481 


271 

348 

4.525 
11.748 


32, 496 
27.  243 
3.903 
57.  785 
13.  556 
53.  610 

11,728 

9.647 
2,124 

182 

7.741 
11,608 


2,185 

21,  890 

542 

132 

838. 

1.247 

1,506 


35. 973 
10, 125 

1,366 

20,  554 

4.251 


21.  573 
103,  507 

565 

4.932 

63,817 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


February — 


Provisions,  comprising  meat  and  dairy 
products : 
Beef,  canned  {Carne  de    vaca   en 

latas;  Carne  de  vacca  em  latas; 

Boeuf  consert*/)— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Beef,  salted  or  pickled  (Carne 
de  vaca^  salada  d  en  salmuera; 
Carne  de  vacca,  salgada  ou 
em  salmoura;  Bceuf^  saU  ou  en 
saumure) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Tallow  {Sebo;  Sebo;  Suif)— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . . . 


Bacon   ( Tocino;     Toucinhc; 
fum^y- 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Lard 


Hams   {Jamones;  Presunto;  Jam- 
bons)— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Pork   {Carne  de  puerco;    Carne  de 
porco;  Pore)-— 

Central  America 

Santo  Domingo , 

Brazil , 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. , 


1897. 


$3,604 
965 


7 
667 

927 


1898. 


$2, 141 
1,900 


2.755 

319 
1,388 


1.994 

1.782 

21 

II 

138 

152 

64 

80 

886 

1,081 

7.321 

9.557 

8,705 

10,  828 

2,  840 

684 

10 

4.005 

80 

105 

833 

785 

2.525 

785 

1.554 

861 

664 

915 

lOI 

74 

131.458 

44.457 

63 

66 

1.736 

2,481 

2,466 

1. 931 

1,832 

2.420 

780 

330 

no 

no 

1.478 

1,424 

8,548 

4,806 

2,930 

6,017 

100 

238 

2,570 
413 

477 

10,  949 

13.462 

Bight  months  ending 
February— 


1897. 


$21,968 
10,605 

51 

30 

14.506 

4.396 

7.990 


17,996 

84 

1,970 

2.840 

6,880 

125,639 


86.425 

30,  105 

13.  789 

4.177 

5.490 
10,  182 


11,640 
6.528 

1.637 

558,  030 

1.053 

12,438 


21.  123 
20,  885 

4.895 

543 

9.355 
66.616 


35. 339 

2.796 

5.677 

3.733 

132.895 


1S9S. 


I19.7S0 
IO,24i 

357 
7.996 
4.507 
8.773 


23.413 

34S 

1,230 

7?) 

7.# 
107,633 


62,168 

17.5S1 
18.44J 
24.492 
13. 553 


11,682 

6,763 
1,027 

431.430 
21.668 


19.6}* 
15.166 

3.715 
1.SS2 

9,419 
63,525 


43.756 

1,774 

437 

4.839 

143' 959 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Lard  {Manteca;  Banha;  Saindottx) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Oleo  and  oleomargarine  {Grasa  y 
oUomargarina;  Oleo  e  oUomarga" 
rina  ;  OUo  et  oi/omargariru)-— 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 


Butter  {AfanUquilla ;  MantHga; 
BeurreY— 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo , 

Brazil , 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America , 


February — 


1897. 


Cheese  (^«/'j<7/  Queijo  ;  Fromage 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil \ 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Seeds  (Setnillas ;  Sementes ;  Se- 
fnence) — 

Central  America 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina , 

Brazil 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America , 


Sugar,  refined    {Azticar    refinado: 
Assucar  refifuub ;    Sucre  raf- 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Colombia "... 

Other  South  America 


Tobacco,  unmanufactured  ( Tabaco  no 
manufacturado ;  Tabaco  nHo  ma- 
nufaciurado ;  Tabac  non  manu- 
/ac/ur/) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


$8, 586 

34.851 

1,873 
211 

58, 992 
7.805 

37,644 


112 
III 

1,774 


2,583 
3,288 

277 
4.831 
I,  206 
6,682 


1,447 
1,407 

364 


803 
1,003 


158 
3,108 

46 
22 
40 

549 
98 


2,652 
515 

59 
2.199 


1,271 

2.487 


32 
7,207 


1898. 


$15,961 

16,  283 

692 

427 

71.127 
3,682 

36,  775 


22 


868 
1, 661 


309 
5,366 


425 
40 

363 


1,724 

277 
46 

1,882 
295 


80 
593 


4,216 

4,142 

119 

10,494 

1,231 

7,219 

1,249 

1,382 

316 


2, 161  I 
20,447 


880 
8,287 


Bight  months  ending^ 
February— 


1897. 


$65,  895 

221,017 

13,007 

3,123 
321,  708 
100,  424 

433,317 


10 
610 

5,044 
22, 758 


29,400 

24, 154 
4,276 

25,  259 
10,  149 
56,  631 

11,960 
10, 730 

2,645 
80 

6,946 
10,  129 


7,179 
14.  515 

283 

401 

615 

1,708 

4,202 


40,  323 
18,674 

1.332 

32,  870 

1,119 


13,  648 
67,  390 

4,055 
2,  125 

67.  779 


1898. 


$82,  375 

135. 549 

13.  141 

1,499 
685,  703 

76, 474 
404, 481 


271 

348 

4.525 
II,  748 


32.496 
27.  243 
3.903 
57.  785 
13.  556 
53.  610 

11,728 

9.647 
2.124 

182 

7.741 
11,608 


2,185 
21,  890 

542 
132 

838 

1,247 
1,506 


35.  973 
10, 125 

1,366 

20,  554 

4,251 


21,  573 
103,  507 

565 

4.932 

63.817 


1906  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

IMMIGRATION  CONTRACT. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Russell,  United  States  Secretary* of  Legation  at 
Caracas,  under  date  of  January  10,  transmits  to  the  Department 
of  State  the  full  text  of  the  contract  made  by  the  Government 
of  Venezuela  with  Ludovico  Dotti,  an  Italian  citizen,  whereby 
Mr.  Dotti  for  himself  and  associates  engages  to  bring  to  Vene- 
zuela 1,000  Italian  families  per  annum,  the  condition  being  that 
the  male  members  shall  be  agriculturists.     These  men  must  possess 
an  elementary  knowledge  of  agriculture,  be  not  under  18  years 
of  age,  and  must  have  good  health  and  morals.     Mr.  Dotti  binds 
himself  to  construct  houses  and  buildings  necessary  for  the  use  of 
the  colonists  and  to  provide  them  with  tools  and  utensils  required 
in  their  pursuits ;  he  is  further  required  to  construct  in  each  colony 
a  church  and   a  building  for  public  offices  and  schools.    The 
Government  exempts  from  taxation  the  various  municipalities  for 
a  period  of  three  years;  free  entry  for  all  tools,  machinery,  per- 
sonal effects,  metal  material  for  1,000  houses  annually,  and  materi- 
als for  bridges  and  waterways  are  guaranteed.     All  civil  rights 
enjoyed  by  Venezuelans  are  extended  to  the  colonists.     They  can 
choose  for  themselves  any  form  of  cultivation,  but  in  order  to 
encourage  viticulture  and  wheat  raising,  where  the  land  is  adapted 
to  such  culture,  a  third  part  thereof  must  be  devoted  to  the  grow- 
ing of  grapes  and  wheat.     The  company  shall  have  the  right  to 
the  mines  found  on  the  lands. 

After  three  years  of  occupancy  and  cultivation,  Mr.  Dom  must 
give  to  each  family  the  house  that  was  originally  assigned  to  it 
and  to  each  member  of  each  family  three  hectares  (741  acres) 
of  the  six  hectares  (14.82  acres)  of  arable  land  that  may  have 
been  assigned  to  it.  The  company  binds  itself  to  establish  a 
regular  line  of  ocean  steamers  between  Venezuela  and  Italy, 
which  shall  make  two  round  trips  per  month  between  those  coun* 
tries,  touching  at  Leghorn,  Genoa,  Barcelona,  Teneriffe,  Trinidad 
La  Guayra,  and  Puerto  Cabello.  These  steamers  may  also  touch 
at  other  ports,  at  their  option.  They  must  carry  the  mails  and 
mail  packages  between  these  ports  without  remuneration  from  the 
National  Government.  The  company  shall  have  the  right  toestab- 
lish  coastwise  trade  between  any  ports  of  the  Republic. 
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Mr.  DoTTi  obligates  himself  to  establish  within  three  years  a 
>ank  with  a  subscribed  capital  of  not  less  than  20,000,000  bolivars 
^$3,960,000),  2  J  per  cent  of  which  shall  be  held  in  cash  as  a 
guarantee  fund ;  the  bank  shall  devote  its  capital  to  making  loans 
0  the  colonists  for  the  advancement  of  agriculture  and  stock 
>reeding.  The  functions  of  this  bank  shall  be  dual — one  branch 
or  discounting,  circulating,  and  issuing  money,  and  the  other  a 
nortgage  bank.  The  first  branch  is  authorized  to  issue  bills  to  the 
imount  of  50  per  cent  of  its  capital,  and  the  mortgage  bank  can 
lot  charge  more  than  7  per  cent  on  its  loans.  The  reimburse- 
nents  shall  be  made  at  periods  convenient  to  the  debtors. 

The  contract  contains  numerous  other  stipulations,  the  foregoing 
>eing  only  the  chief  points. 

AERIAL  CABLE  SERVICE. 

Under  date  of  January  6, 1898,  Consul  Plumacher  reports  fi-om 
Maracaibo  that  the  Venezuelan  Government  has  entered  into  a 
contract  with  Dr.  Jorge  Valbuena  for  the  construction  of  an  aerial 
steel  cable  railway  for  the  transportation  of  merchandise,  timber, 
animals,  etc.  The  contract  provides  for  a  cable  from  a  point  in% 
the  valley  of  Tovar  (Merida  section),  in  the  State  of  Los  Angeles, 
to  the  port  of  Escalante,  on  the  river  Escalante,  and  another  fi-om 
the  city  of  Merida,  or  from  any  other  point  of  that  section,  to  one 
of  the  ports  of  the  district  of  Sucre,  on  Lake  Maracaibo,  State  of 
Zulia,  or  to  Santa  Barbara,  on  the  Escalante. 

The  contract  stipulates  that  the  service  rendered  shall  be  safe 
and  rapid,  and  the  concessionaire  assumes  all  responsibility  for  the 
goods  and  valuables  transported.  Government  mails  shall  be 
transported  free,  and  government  freight  and  postal  packages  at 
15  per  cent  of  the  ordinary  rates  charged  the  public.  The  fi-eight 
tariffs  are  to  be  fixed  by  agreement  of  the  contractors  and  the 
Government,  and  shall  not  exceed  six  centavos  (1.16  cents,  United 
States  currency)  per  kilogram  (2.2046  pounds).  The  work  must 
oe  commenced  within  one  year  after  the  Congressional  approval  of 
4e  contract,  and  20  kilometers  (12.4  miles)  at  least  must  be  com- 
pleted per  annum.  The  contractor  may  employ  whatever  form  of 
motive  power  he  may  choose,  and  may  establish,  for  the  exclusive 
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use  of  his  road,  telegraph  and  telephone  services  between  the  points 
traversed  by  the  cable.  The  contract  is  for  50  years,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  time  the  work  becomes  the  property  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  contract  may  be  transferred  to  a  foreign  company 
on  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Government  The  service  is 
exempt  from  all  national  taxation. 

NEW  CONTRACTS  FOR  RAILWAY  CONSTRUCTION. 

PERICO-CRUCERO    RAILROAD. 

Under  date  of  Maracaibo,  March  8,  1898,  Consul  Plumacher 
advises  the  Department  of  State  that  the  Venezuelan  Govern- 
ment has  entered  into  a  contract  with  Gen.  Custodio  Milano 
and  associates  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  between  the  ports 
of  Perico  and  Crucero,  both  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Orinoco  River,  in  the  Federal  Amazon  Territory. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  either  steam  or  electricity  may  be 
adopted  as  the  motive  power ;  the  gauge  of  the  road  shall  be  2 
feet  5  inches,  with  a  minimum  raidius  of  99  feet  3  inches,  and 
gradients  not  to  exceed  3  per  cent.  The  work  of  construction 
shall  begin  within  one  year,  counting  from  the  date  on  which  the 
contract  is  approved  by  Congress,  and  shall  be  completed  within 
three  years  from  that  date. 

The  contractors  shall  be  granted  an  indulgence  as  to  time  equal 
to  that  which  may  be  lost  through  unforeseen  causes,  or  forc^ 
majeure.  The  Government  declares  this  railroad  to  be  of  public 
utility  and  grants  a  subsidy  of  20,000  bolivars  ($3,860)  for  each 
kilometer  (0.62137  mile)  of  line  constructed.  The  right  to 
introduce  through  the  custom-houses,  free  of  duty,  all  materials, 
instruments,  machinery  and  other  utensils  necessary  for  the  con- 
struction, preservation  and  exploitation  of  the  line  is  granted  to 
the  contractors,  as  also  the  material  needed  in  the  construction  ot 
telegraph  and  telephone  lines  used  by  the  company. 

The  Government  will  exercise  authority  in  establishing  the 
tariff  on  freights  and  passengers.  The  contractors  are  bound  to 
transport,  free,  the  Government  mails;  troops,  and  public  employees 
in  the  service  of  the  Government,  and  Government  merchandise  at 
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half  rates.  The  contract  may  be  transferred  to  a  native  or  foreign 
company  upon  obtaining  permission  from  the  Government,  but  in 
no  case  can  it  be  transferred  to  a  foreign  Government.  At  the 
expiration  of  ninety-nine  years  the  railway  with  all  of  its  appur- 
tenances shall  be  handed  over  to  the  national  Government  in  a 
state  of  good  preservation. 

LOS    TEgUES-CUA    RAILROAD. 

Consul  Plumacher,  under  date  of  February  12,  informs  the 
Department  of  State  that  the  Government  of  Venezuela  has 
made  a  contract  with  Seiior  Francisco  E.  Rivero  and  others,  for 
the  building  of  a  railroad  in  the  State  of  Miranda  between  Los 
Teques  and  Cua.  The  terms  of  this  concession  are  practically 
identical  with  those  named  above  for  the  Perico-Crucero  road, 
with  the  exception  that  Article  8  grants  to  the  contractor  of  Los 
Teques-Cua  line  the  right  to  construct  a  funicular  line  starting 
from  a  point  to  be  selected,  on  the  route,  which  shall  not  exceed  2 
kilometers  (1.242  miles),  and  which  shall  be  provided  with  all 
rnodem  improvements  and  appliances  to  insure  safety. 

EXPORTS  FROM  NEW  YORK  TO  VENEZUELA. 

The  following  table  gives  a  general  resume  of  the  shipments  of 
merchandise  from  the  port  of  New  York  to  Venezuelan  ports 
during  the  year  1897,  ^^"^  d^^^  supplied  by  Don  Antonio  E. 
Delfino,  Consul-General  of  Venezuela  at  New  York : 


Porta. 


^  Guaira 

Puerto  Cabcllo  . 

^Uracaibo 

J^iudad  Bolivar . 
^  Vela  de  Coro 

Cartipano 

Quanta 

^alio  Colorado  . 

Cuiria 

^aracaibo-Oro  . 

Total 


Packages. 

310, 

513 

166, 

694 

lOI, 

293 

77. 

120 

45» 

033 

19. 

065 

5. 

106 

3. 

781 

I, 

788 

363 

347 

18 

731, 

121 

Kilos. 


18,  709,  410 
7,  087,  263 

6,156,558 
3,  458,  644 
2,  036,  703 
852,  058 
270,  710 
205,  561 
107,  341 

31,715 
16,  784 

151 


Value. 


38,  932,  898 


$1,  354,  308.  76 
570,  666.  91 
650,  331.  00 
280,  172.96 
111,883.95 
74,618.24 
21,417.46 

17.  513.  56 
6,  873.  00 

2,553-35 
I,  326.  00 

91.351.67 


3,  183,016.86 
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The  transport  of  this  merchandise  was  made  in  1 1  o  vessels,  as 
follows : 


steam 
vessels. 

Suliiis 
Tesaeb. 

48 
18 

17 
10 

3 

II 

3 

I 

United  States 

Dutch 

English 

Spanish 

French 


Note. — The  values  in  the  above  table  are  given  in  United  States  currency.    The 
kilogram  is  equivalent  to  2.2046  pounds. 


CONTRACT  FOR  FUNICULAR  RAILWAY. 

United  States  Consul  E.  H.  Plumacher  advises  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  from  Maracaibo,  that  Edward  Rauber,  a  citizen 
of  France,  residing  at  Caracas,  has  obtained  a  contract  from  the 
Government  for  the  exclusive  right  to  establish  and  operate  lines 
of  steel  cables  for  the  transportation  of  merchandise  and  fruits 
between  the  cities  of  Valencia,  capital  of  the  State  of  Carabobo, 
and  Nirgua,  capital  of  the  district  of  N^irgua,  same  State,  as 
well  as  to  intermediate  points.  The  contract  also  authorizes  Mr. 
Rauber  to  construct  branch  lines  to  all  places  contiguous  to  the 
above-named  points.  The  contractor  obligates  himself  to  begin 
work  on  the  first  section  within  six  months  fi-om  the  date  upon 
which  the  contract  shall  be  approved  by  Congress;  on  the  second 
section  within  eighteen  months  from  the  same  date.  The  first  sec- 
tion shall  be  open  to  the  public  within  one  year  from  the  date  of 
the  commencement  of  the  work,  and  the  second  section  within 
three  years.  The  concessionary,  his  successors  or  heirs,  may  trans- 
fer the  contract  to  any  person  or  corporation,  native  or  foreign,  or 
to  whomever  he  may  see  fit,  after  duly  notifying  the  Government, 
but  in  no  case  shall  the  contract  be  transferred  to  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment. 
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NEW  MINISTRY. 
The  Cabinet  of  the  new  administration  is  formed  as  follows : 

Interior Gen.  Zoilo  Bello  RodrIguez. 

Foreign  affairs Gen.  Juan  CalcaRo  Mathieu. 

Finance Sefior  Don  Manuel  Antonio  Matos, 

Public  credit Sefior  Don  Carlos  V.  Echeverr! a. 

Agnculture,  industry  and  commerce Gen.  NicolXs  Rolando. 

Post  and  telegraph Dr.  Jos^  Loreto  Arismendi. 

Public  works Dr.  Alberto  Smith. 

War  and  navy Gen.  Antonio  FernXndez. 

Public  instruction Dr.  Bernardino  Mosqueaa. 

Governor  of  Federal  District Gen.  Francisco  Batalla. 

Secretary-General   Sefior  Don  Vicente  Betancourt,  A. 


METRIC    SYSTEM     LEGALIZED     IN    GREAT 

BRITAIN. 

In  its  issue  of  December  25,  1897,  the  London  Times  says: 

The  report  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  their  proceedings  under  the 
^^ights  and  measures  acts  1878  and  1889  has  been  issued  as  a  parliamentary 
P*pcr,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  during  the  past  session  of  that  body  an  act  was 
passed  to  legalize  the  use  in  trade  of  the  weights  and  measures  of  the  metric 

•ystcm. 

A  table  of  the  metric  weights  and  measures  and  their  equiva- 
lents in  the  weights  and  measurements  in  use  in  the  United  States 
^  published  in  each  issue  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin. 


PHILADELPHIA  COMMERCIAL  MUSEUM. 

EXHIBITS  FROM  CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Dr.  GusTAVE  NiEDERLEiN,  chief  of  the  scientific  bureau  of  the 

Commercial  Museum,  has  returned  to  Philadelphia  after  a  tour  of 

about  eight  months  in  the  Central  American  Republics.      Mr. 

NiEDERLEiN  visited  the  officials  of  the  various  governments  and 

everything  was  done  to  facilitate  his  efforts  in  securing  commercial 

(fata.     He  also  established  connections  which  will  prove  exceed- 
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ingly  valuable.  One  result  will  be  that  each  nation  will  appoint 
a  commission  to  collect  samples  of  its  products  for  the  museums. 
In  Salvador,  arrangements  were  perfected  by  which  the  govern- 
ment officials  will  send  to  Philadelphia  classified  exhibits,  and, 
through  the  museums,  have  duplicate  specimens  forwarded  to  simi- 
lar institutions  elsewhere  that  are  desirous  of  securing  them. 

As  a  reciprocal  move,  the  Museum  agrees  to  supply  duplicates 
from  other  countries  to  Salvador  at  the  expense  of  the  latter  Gov- 
ernment.   Mr.  NiEDERLEiN,  duriug  his  trip,  met  all  the  members  of 
the  Museum's  international  advisory  board  who  attended  the  meet- 
ing held  in  Philadelphia  last  June.    "Traffic,"  which  is  published 
in  the  latter  city,  makes  the  statementthat  Mr.  Niederlein  received 
from  these  gentlemen  expressions  of  excellent  feeling  for  the 
United  States  and  a  desire  to  promote  trade  relations  with  this 
country.     A  great  amount  of  business,  he  states,  has  come  to  die 
United   States  through  the  efforts  of   these  delegates,  and  the 
impression  made  upon  them  while  here  will  be  given  expression 
in  a  far  wider  interest  in  the  meeting  to  be  held  next  year. 


SOUTH  AND  CENTRAL  AMERICAN  STATES. 

MINERAL  RESOURCES. 

In  a  pamphlet  recently  issued  by  the  Orinoco  Company  (Lim- 
ited), an  interesting  report  was  given  on  South  American  iron 
ores.  Although  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  the  resources 
of  the  South  and  Central  American  States  in  iron  ore  and  coal 
are  extensive,  very  little  is  known  about  them.  It  is  not  unlikely, 
however,  that,  in  the  near  future,  they  may  occupy  an  important 
place  among  the  exports  of  those  countries. 

Large  deposits  of  red  and  brown  hematite  as  well  as  magnetite 
have  been  found  in  Colombia.  A  deposit  of  the  latter  ore  exists 
in  the  Santa  Marta  Mountains,  and  not  for  away  limestone  and 
coal  are  to  be  found.  According  to  the  latest  reports  from  Vene- 
zuela, work  on  the  deposits  of  Bessemer  ore  at  Santa  Catalina  is 
being  pushed  forward.  This  deposit  is  2%  miles  long  and  half  a 
mile  wide.     The  ground  in  which  the  ore  lies  slopes  gradually  to 
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the  river,  and  vessels  can  load  to  any  depth.  The  Orinoco  Com- 
pany, which  owns  this  mine,  says  the  average  iron  contents  of  the 
ore  is  about  67  per  cent,  while  phosphorus  runs  so  •  low  in  some 
analyses  as  to  leave  a  mere  trace,  and  does  not  average  much  more 
than  0.02  per  cent.  In  addition  to  this,  there  are  large  deposits  in 
the  Imataca  Mountains,  but  no  report  has  as  yet  been  made  in 
regard  to  their  extent  and  quality. 


STEAMSHIP  COMMUNICATION  BETWEEN  NEW 
YORK,  BRAZILIAN  PORTS,  MONTEVIDEO,  AND 
BUENOS  AYRES. 

Mr.  Francois  S.  Jones,  Secretary  of  Legation  of  the  United 
States  at  Buenos  Ayres,  has  sent  to  the  Department  of  State  an 
extended  report  on  the  trade,  and  steamship  communication 
between    the    United    States  and   the   Atlantic  coast  of  South 

» 

America.  He  also  furnishes  suggestions  and  arguments  in  favor 
^f  establishing  an  American  line  of  steamers  to  ply  between  the 
ports  of  those  countries. 

Mr.  Jones  states  in  effect  that  the  changing  conditions,  mainly 
due  to  the  tariff  policy  of  the  two  countries,  have  prevented  any 
Permanent  advance  of  trade  between  the  Argentine  Republic  and 
^he  United  States  during  late  years;  notwithstanding  these  dis- 
turbing circumstances,  our  trade  with  that  country  has  gradually 
increased,  as  the  following  table  demonstrates: 


Year. 


Exports  from 

the  United 

States  to 

Argentine 

Republic. 


*^9a $2,  927, 488 

4,  979,  696 


J^3 


'890 
'S97 


4,  862,  746 
4,456,  163 

5,  979,  046 
6, 072,  478 


Imports  into 

the  United 

States  from 

Argentine 

Republic. 


$5.  343.  798 

5.  239.  095 
3,  497,  030 

7.675,270 

9.313.385 
10,  772,  627 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  combined  trade  between   the  United  States  and  the 
"^■■gcntinc  Republic  in    1897  amounted  to  $16,845,105,  showing  an  increase  of 
^^,573,819  over  the  combined  trade  between  these  countries  in  1892. 
Bull.  No.  1 1 5 


1914 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


While  the  volume  of  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Uruguay  and  Brazil  has 
remained  more  stationary,  it  is  so  considerable,  especially  with  Brazil,  as  to 
warrant  its  statement  for  the  proper  presentation  of  the  subject. 

Trade  of  the  United  States  with  Uruguay  and  Brazil. 


Year. 


1892 

1893 

1894 

1895  

1896 

British  trade  (1896) 


Uruguay. 


Exports  to.         Imports  from. 


$939.  030 
960,  606 

1,415.171 
I,  262,  001 

1,481.200 


5, 407,  678 


$2. 480,  890 

1,  623,  380 

1,419.573 

2,  699, 648 

3,  242,  428 


1,568,354 


Brazil. 


Exports  to.         Imports  from. 


$14,  291,  S73 
12.388,  124 
13,  866,006 
15,  165,070 
14.258,  187 


32,  430.  376 


$118,633,604 
76,222,135 
79.360.159 

78.831.476 
71.060,046 

19, 727. '  J' 


The  noticeable  decrease  of  exports  from  Brazil  in  1893  was 
mainly  due  to  the  naval  revolt  of  that  year  and  its  injurious  after* 
effects.  It  is  remarkable,  when  the  present  volume  of  this  trade 
is  taken  into  consideration,  that  no  American  transportation  com- 
pany has  sought  to  enter  into  competition  for  it. 

The  Norton  and  the  Prince  steamship  lines,  both  English,  are 
the  only  steamers  plying  regularly  between  New  York  and  Buenos 
Ayres.  The  Norton  Line  makes  direct  bimonthly  passages  irom 
New  York  to  Montevideo  and  Buenos  Ayres,  but  does  not  touch 
at  Brazilian  ports  on  the  outgoing  voyage.  The  vessels  of  the 
Prince  Line,  which  are  freight  boats  with  accommodations  for  a 
limited  number  of  passengers,  make  bimonthly  voyages  between 
the  above-mentioned  termini,  calling  on  their  northward  route  at 
Santos,  Rio,  Bahia,and  Pernambuco.  The  fastest  of  these  vessels 
average  twenty-eight  days  in  making  the  voyage. 

The  Lamport  &  Holt  Company,  which  is  also  British,  runs  a  freight  stcamtr 
once  every  month  between  New  York  and  Buenos  Ayres.  The  regular  passcnz*^ 
steamers  of  this  line  go  no  farther  south  than  Rio,  and  transfer  their  passcngcn  tor 
Buenos  Ayres  to  the  several  European  lines  touching  at  Rio  en  route  to  Buems 
Ayers.  In  addition  to  these,  there  is  also  a  trimonthly  steamship  service 
between  New  York  and  Para.  The  carrying  capacity  of  these  latter  vessels  i5 
1,500  to  2,000  tons,  which  frequently  proves  inadequate,  and  freight,  inconse- 
quence, is  left  on  the  dock,  and  cargoes  are  subjected  to  ten  days'  delay. 

The  average  time  made  by  the  Lamport  &  Holt  vessels  between  New  Yor^ 
and  Rio  is  about  twenty-two  to  twenty-three  days.  Add  to  this  the  fourdajs 
voyage  from  Rio  to  Buenos  Ayres  by  the  fastest  vessels  calling  at  Rio  fro© 
European  ports,  and  the  total  time  consumed,  not  including  any  delay  that  may 
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be  incurred  in  making  connections  at  Rio,  will  be  found  to  be  twenty-seven  to 
twenty-eight  days  between  New  York  and  Buenos  Ayres.     *     *     * 

The  prices  of  coal  (gold)  and  the  ports  best  suited  for  coaling  are  given  in 
the  following  table,  the  data  being  taken  from  an  official  coaling  report  of  a 
United  States  war  ship  for  the  year  1897: 


Place. 

Kind  of  coal. 

Cost 

Facilities  for  coaling. 

Bermuda 

Pocahontas 

do 

$7.14 
4.32 
6.  09 

8.88 

9-73 
7.50 

Good  ;  lighters. 
Excellent :  dock. 

Santa  Lucia 

Barbados 

Cardiff 

Good  ;  lighters. 

Fair ;     lighters ;     inside     break- 
water or  reef;  good. 
Good  ;  lighters. 
Good  ;  dock. 

Pemambuco 

do 

Rio  de  Janeiro 

Buenos  Ayres 

Welsh 

Cardfff 

While  the  prices  of  coal  of  course  fluctuate  at  these  ports,  the  above  figures 
may  be  taken  as  a  fair  average  of  prices  within  the  last  few  years. 

The  chief  exports  of  the  United  States  to  Brazil,  Uruguay,  and 
the  Argentine  Republic  are  lumber,  agricultural  machinery,  kero- 
sene, and  general  merchandise,  such  as  hardware,  iron,  tools,  hooks, 
and  cotton  goods. 

The  principal  imports  of  the  United-  States  from  Brazil  are 
coffee,  sugar,  and  rubber;  from  Uruguay,  hides  and  wool,  and 
from  the  Argentine  Republic,  hides,  wool,  flaxseed,  hair,  and 
sugar. 

The  freight  rates  of  the  chief  articles  of  export  and  import  are : 


From — 


Article. 


"uenos  Ayres  to  New  York General  freight 

Rio  de  Janeiro  to  New  York  ...    Coffee   . . . ' 

oahia  to  New  York ' do 

Sugar 
Pernambuco  to  New  York  .... 
Para  to  New  York 


do 


Rate. 


*^ew  York  to  Pernambuco 


Neve  York  to  Bahia ' do 


New  York  to  Rio  de  Janeiro 


$5  per  ton  and  $4  per  40  cubic 

feet. 
35  cents  per  bag. 

Do. 
$3.65  per  ton. 
§2. 40  to  $3.65  per  ton. 
Rubber i  $8  per  ton;  25  cents  per  cubic 

foot. 
30  cents  per  cubic  foot  and  10 

per  cent  primage. 
41  cents  per  cubic  foot  and  10 

per  cent  primage. 
30  cents  per  cubic  fool  and  10 

per  cent  primage. 


General  freight, 
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The  value  of  the  direct  imports  and  exports  of  New  York 
from  and  to  Brazil,  Uruguay,  and  the  Argentine  Republic,  during 
the  fiscal  years  1895  and  1896,  was  as  follows: 


New  York. 

Countries. 

1895. 

1896. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1 

Imports.                  Exports. 

Brazil 

1 

S6q.  208.  288     ■        S»TT.OOT.AOC 

$63,712,  131           $10,674,519 

2.759.933                I.  162,928 
5,  135,  419  ,             4,  574,  328 

Uruiruav 

2.  572,  254 

4, 127.  597 

I,  020,  958 
3,780,110 

Argentine  Republic 

Total 

75,998,139 

15.881,563 

71,607,413              16,411.775 

Mr.  Jones  cites  the  fact  that  the  total  trade  between  New  York 
and.  Brazil,  Uruguay,  and  the  Argentine  Republic  amounted  in 
1895-96  (an  average  year)  to  $103,013,339,  carried  in  184  sailing 
vessels  of  a  total  of  1 16,558  tons,  and  331  steam  vessels  of  a  total 
of  470,941  tons.  Of  this  transportation  there  were  only  71  sail- 
ing vessels  of  United  States  nationality,  representing  a  tonnage  of 
48,724  tons,  and  of  steam  tonnage  not  one  vessel  flying  the 
American  flag  participated. 

The  Lamport  and  Holt,  the  Norton,  and  the   Prince  lines  of 
steamers  are   nonsubsidized,  yet   the  statement   is   made  in  the 
report  that  they  are  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition,  and  current 
rumor  represents  their  annual  dividends  at  1 5  to  20  per  cent 

The  logical  deduction  from  the  facts  and  figures  given  by  Mr. 
Jones  is  that  there  is  not  only  a  need  but  a  great  opportunity  for 
a  line  of  steamships  between  ports  of  the  United  States  and  those 
of  Brazil,  Uruguay,  and  the  Argentine  Republic,  sailing  undcx 
the  auspices  and  flag  of  the  United  States.  The  report  points 
out  the  size  and  speed  of  vessels  required  for  this  particular 
service;  also  the  sailing  route,  coaling  stations,  and  desirable  ports 
for  calling. 

The  law  on  the  subject  of  compensation  for  transporting  Unit^<i 
States  mails  is  as  follows: 

Pursuant  to  section  3  of  the  act  approved  March  3,  1891,  the  Governments 
the  United  States  grants  to  any  American  steamship  company  that  may  be 
formed  the  sum  of  $2  per  mile  for  each  outgoing  voyage  for  carrying  the  United 
States  mail;  provided, 

(1)  That  its  vessels  be  built  in  the  United  States. 

(2)  That  they  be  constructed  of  iron  or  steel. 
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(3)  That  they  be  designed  with  a  view  to  conversion  into  auxiliary  cruisers 
in  time  of  war. 

(4)  That  they  be  capable  of  maintaining  a  speed  of  16  knots  per  hour  in 
ordinary  weather. 

(5)  That  they  possess  a  gross  registered  tonnage  of  not  less  than  5,000  tons. 
Under   a  similar  provision  of  the  same  act,   the   International   Navigation 

Company  was  enabled  to  organize,  to  develop,  and  to  attain  a  foremost  rank 
among  the  great  steamship  lines  that  now  connect  Europe  with  the  United  States. 


TRADE  MISCELLANY. 

ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 
_  An   official  report  on    the   Argentine  Republic  states 

Batter  and  Chaese  Indnstry.    ...  f    .  .         , 

that  the  butter  industry  is  assuming  large  proportions, 
the  annual  exportation  of  this  article  amounting  at  the  present  time  to  15,000 
cases,  while  a  few  years  ago  almost  all  the  butter  was  imported.  An  English 
company  has  bought  a  factory  already  established  at  Tandil,  in  the  Province 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  anticipates  increasing  the  output  in  a  large  degree.  This 
enterprise  has  undoubtedly  a  great  future  before  it,  the  supply  of  milk  and  cream 
being  abundant.  The  production  of  homemade  cheese  has  gradually  driven  out 
^he  imported  article. 

Si^tric  Lighting  in  Bumios  ^^^  municipality  of  Buenos  Ayres  has  made  a  contract 
Ayres.  with  the  Compafiia  General  de  Electricidad  of  that  city 

^o  light  the  streets  by  electricity.  As  a  beginning,  300  eight-Ampere  lamps  are 
^o  be  installed  at  once.  The  prices  to  be  paid  are  as  follows :  1 20  lamps,  burning 
^llnight,  $27  each;  180  lamps,  burning  until  i  a.  m.,  $20.25.  By  this  arrange- 
'^cnt  990  gas  lamps,  now  costing  $7  each,  will  bt  removed.  The  first  contract 
^ill  be  for  one  year  only,  until  the  city  government  shall  authorize  a  new  and 
^orc  extended  contract. 

^  The  "Butchers'  Advocate"  of  March  ^o,  1898,  pub- 

^xportatioii of  Lire  stock.  ,.  ,      ,  .      ^.  .  ,    .,         ^      ,  u         u      a       1 

lished  in  Chicago  and  New  York,  states  that  the  Anglo- 
-'^fgcntine  Live  Stock  Agency  at  Buenos  Ayres  has  established  a  line  of  cattle 
^^eamers  to  run  on  time  charter  between  that  city  and  England.  These  steamers 
^Te  of  about  six  thousand  tons  and  will  carry  six  hundred  cattle  and  two  thou- 
^^nd  sheep  each.  They  arc  also  thoroughly  equipped  with  every  contrivance 
^o  facilitate  the  transportation  of  cattle.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  exporter 
^ill  now  be  able  to  land  Argentine  stock  in  England  in  a  condition  which  will 
Compete  with  animals  from  the  United  States  and  Canada, 

Sefior  Don  Francisco  Latzina,  director-general  of  sta- 

Sevtpaper  statistics.  1.     r  11        •        j  •  u  •    j-      1 

tistics,  gives  the  following  data  concerning  the  periodicals 

Published  in  the  Argentine  Republic.     The  total  number  is  given  as  472,  made 

^P  as  follows:   64  dailies,  16  triweeklies,  44  biweeklies,  191   weeklies,  4  issued 

^^'cry  ten  days,  55   fortnightly,  64  monthlies,   2   quarterlies,  11    annuals,  13   at 

irregular  intervals,  and  8  of  which  no  particulars  were  furnished.      Of  the  472 

Periodicals  8  are  printed  in  English,  8  in  German,  8  in  French,  22  in  Italian,  1 
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in  Danish,  and  the  remaining  425  are  printed  in  the  Spanish  language,  of  which 

number  413  arc  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  Argentine  Republic  and  12  are 

owned  by  Spaniards. 

BRAZIL. 

An  innovation  recently  introduced  in  South  Amcria 
'  is  the  postal  railway  car.  The  Central  Railway  of  Brazil, 
a  government  road,  ordered  six  cars  to  be  built  by  the  Wason  Car  Company  a: 
Springfield,  Mass.  The  order  specified  that  they  were  to  be  patterned,  as  much 
as  possible,  after  the  American  postal  cars,  but  were  to  be  finished  inside  and 
outside  in  mahogany,  that  wood  being  preferred  by  Brazilians  to  white  wood, 
which  is  generally  used.  Old-fashioned  English  couplings  were  used,  and  the 
dimensions  were  made  to  fit  the  5 -feet  gauge  of  Brazil.  An  invoice  of  passen- 
ger cars  was  also  recently  sent  to  the  same  road. 

CHILE. 

Electric  Plant  at  Punta  The  *' Electric  Review '*  makes  the  statement  that  at 

Arenaa.  Punta  Arefias,  Chile,  in  the  Strait  of  Magellan,  the  work 

on  the  first  electric-lighting  plant  in  that  part  of  the  Republic  is  rapidly  nearing 

completion.     The  machinery  has  been  shippM  from  New  York,  the  buildings 

being  finished  and  ready  for  its  reception. 

MEXICO. 
"Modern  Mexico,"  published  in  the  City  of  Mexico 

Ooahnila  Oentral  Railwaj.  '       />    l   1 

and  St.  Louis,  states  that  a  concession  for  the  Coahuiia 
Central  Railway^  the  proposed  standard-gauge  line  between  Saltillo  and  Trevino, 
has  been  granted.  The  preliminary  surveys  have  been  made  and  the  steel  rails 
purchased.  The  construction  of  the  road  was  begun  the  1st  of  April.  The 
road  will  be  about  ninety  kilometers  (56  miles)  in  length,  and  will  give  Saltillo 
standard  gauge  connection  with  the  principal  lines  of  the  Republic  and  the 
United  States,  The  company,  aside  from  the  construction  and  equipment  of 
the  line,  is  required  to  erect  a  modern  hotel,  which,  with  the  completion  of  ift* 
road,  will  add  much  to  the  importance  of  the  city.  Saltillo  is  already  a  citv  01 
prominence  as  a  manufacturing  point,  with  large  flouring  mills,  soap,  cotton-seed- 
oil  mills,  cotton  factories,  is  lighted  by  electric  light,  has  a  good  street-car 
service,  and  other  evidences  of  enterprise  and  growth. 

The  production  of  sugar  cane  is  not  what  it  might  be 
Sng^ar-Oano  Indnatzy.       . 

in  Mexico,  and  the  industry  is  still  in  its  infancy,  com- 
paratively speaking.  In  an  article  in  **  Modern  Mexico  "  of  recent  date,  Mr-  )• 
YoRBA,  land  expert  and  authority  on  Mexican  resources,  speaks  of  the  advantage 
of  the  country  in  regard  to  the  cultivation  of  this  product  and  the  possibiliucs 
of  its  importance  in  the  future.  Sugar  cane  grows  and  is  cultivated  to  some 
extent  in  every  entity  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  with  the  exception  of  the  Fed- 
eral District  and  the  State  of  Tlaxcala.  The  industry  in  some  districts  is  not 
yet  a  commercial  success.  Perhaps  the  principal  reason  for  the  inability  0* 
Mexico's  sugar  plantations  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand  is  that  a  large  portion 
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►f  the  area  suitable  for  sugar-cane  culture  is  not  developed,  but  waiting  for  for- 
ign  capital  and  enterprise  to  come  to  its  aid.  Few  Mexican  planters  pay  any 
ttention  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  which  is  one  of  the  most  essential  points  to 
«  investigated  to  insure  good. financial  results. 

The  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  almost  an  unknown  coun- 

Coflfee  OoItiTation.  ' 

try  a  few  years  ago,  promises  to  develop  one  of  the 
irgest  coffee-raising  districts  on  the  North  American  continent.     The  country 

as  exceptional  and  attractive  advantages  in  the  way  of  quaHty  and  yield  of 
Toduct,  soil,  transportation,  climate,  and  other  conditions  essential  to  the  suc- 
essful  production  of  coffee.  It  can  be  grown  at  a  very  low  cost,  is  of  excellent 
uality,  and  commands  a  good  price. 

lereiopment  of  anano  De-  "^he  Mexican  government,  acting  through  Sefior  Leal, 
po.it.mth«o«ifafMexico.  Minister  of  Fomento,  has  recently  made  a  contract  with 
Messrs.  Louis  Rossi  and  Edward  Chesio  for  exploiting  the  deposits  of  guano  of 
he  desert  islands  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  lying  near  the  coast  of  Campechc  and 
fucatan.  The  contract  is  for  a  period  of  ten  years  and  applies  to  the  islands 
»f  Alacranes,  Areas,  Arenas,  Bermeja,  Blanco  Nuevo,  Can  Can,  Contoy,  Deser- 
ora,  Desterradora,  Holhose,  Obispo,  Pajaros,  etc.,  also  the  cays  opposite  Cape 
[^atoche.  The  concessionaire  shall  pay  to  the  Government  75  centavos  per  ton 
)f  guano  removed,  also  the  export  duties  provided  by  the  tariff.  Messrs.  Rossi 
ind  Chesio  are  required  to  commence  the  workof  exploration  within  six  months 
after  the  signing  of  the  contract,  and  the  work  of  exploitation  within  the  ensu- 
ing six  months. 

Arteiian  Weiu  and  Wind-       ^  large  number  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  have 
™**^**  gone  into  Mexico  during  the  past  few  years  and  engaged 

in  various  enterprises,  mainly  agricultural.  The  lack  of  water  has  proved  a 
serious  disadvantage  to  the  development  of  this  latter  industry  in  the  past,  but 
this  has  now  been  overcome  by  the  introduction  into  the  country  of  artesian 
wells  and  windmills.  A  well  recently  put  down  in  the  plaza  of  the  city  of  Leon, 
State  of  Guanajuato,  broke  forth  at  a  depth  of  about  700  feet  and  gave  a 
splendid  flow  of  water.  The  success  of  the  undertaking  has  been  widely 
circulated  and  has  pointedly  called  attention  to  this  system  of  obtaining  a  water 
supply.  It  will  undoubtedly  result  in  the  introduction  of  windmills  in  connec- 
tion with  artesian  wells  for  supplying  water  for  drinking  purposes  and  for 
^''Hgation. 

Inaagwation  of  Eioctpic        '^^^  ^^^^  electric  railroad  in  Mexico  has  just  been  fin- 
Railroad,  ished,  extending  from  Jalapa,  the  capital  of  the  State  of 
^'"cra  Cruz,  to  Teocelo.     The  line  will  be  open  to  public  traffic  in  a  few  days, 
*»id  it  is  expected   that  the  President  of  the  Republic  will  participate  in  the 
Ceremony  of  the  inauguration  of  the  enterprise. 

URUGUAY. 

United  States  Consul  Swalm,  writing  from  Montevideo, 

Ptojected  Harbor  Work..  j    •  u      tn 

under  date  of  rebruary  24,  advises  the  Department  of 
Jtate  that  preparations  are  being  definitely  made  for  commencing  work  on  the 
[luch-needed  improvements  of  the  harbor  of  Montevideo.     As  has  been  repeat- 
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cdly  mentioned  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  plans  for  the  carrying  out  of  thb 
work  have  been  submitted  to  the  Government  by  skilled  engineers,  among  them 
some  from  the  United  States.  These  plans.  Consul  Swalm  states,  will  all  be 
examined  again,  and  as  soon  as  the  selection  is  made  the  practical  work  of  deep- 
ening the  harbor  and  building  the  breakwaters  will  be  undertaken  by  the  con- 
tractor. The  work  will  cost  from  $7,000,000  to  $1 5,000,000,  and  the  attention 
of  contractors  in  the  United  States  is  called  to  the  enterprise. 

VENEZUELA. 

An  official  report,  recently  transmitted  to  the  Bureau, 
Imports  for  March,  1898.      ,  .  .    .  •  rr  1       r  v 

shows     the    total    imports    into    Venezuela   from    New 

York    in    March,    1898,  ^to    have  amounted  to    $326,519,   of  which  amount 

$67,500  were  gold  coin,  the  remainder  being  merchandise  of  a  general  char- 

'   acter.     For  the  corresponding  month  of  the  preceding  year  the  total  imports  of 

gold  coin,  from  the  same  source,  were  $4,911,  showing  an  increase  in  favor  of 

March,  1898,  of  $62,588.     The  importation  of  merchandise  in  March,  1897, 

reached  the  figure  of  $290,615,  which,  compared  with  that  of  the  corresponding 

month  in  1898,  shows  a  balance  in  favor  of  March,  1897,  amounting  to  $3 1,596. 

These  figures  show  a  general  result  in  favor  of  March,  1898,  of  $30,992. 

The  attention  of  shippers  is  called  to   the  following 

Shipping  Decree. 

decree,  recently  issued  by  Manuel  A.  Matos,  Minister 
of  Finance,  as  failure  to  comply  therewith  may  cause  considerable  trouble  to 
importers.  The  Government  of  Venezuela,  being  desirous  of  obtaining  informa- 
tion of  the  arrival  of  ships  from  foreign  ports,  and  of  the  contents  of  the  con- 
sular invoices  of  their  respective  cargoes,  in  order  to  avoid  delay  until  the  Min- 
ister of  Finance  at  Caracas  should  receive  duplicates  of  the  invoices  from  the 
consuls  abroad,  by  some  subsequent  ship :  the  President  of  the  Republic  decrees: 
"That  from  April  1,  1898,  importers  of  foreign  merchandise  shall  present  to 
the  custom-house  with  their  manifests  the  original  of  their  respective  consular 
invoices,  also  a  plain  copy  of  them,  which  the  custom  authorities  shall  remit  to 
the  Department  of  Finance  with  a  note  stating  that  said  copies  have  been  com- 
pared with  their  respective  originals,  at  most  six  days  after  the  arrival  of  the 
ship." 

DietiUerie.  at  Caracas  and     ^^^  ^MTcau  is  in  receipt  of  information  that  a  reprc- 
Puerto  OabeUo.  sentative  of  the*  Whisky  Trust  of  the  United  States  has 

sailed  for  Venezuela  to  superintend  the  erection  of  two  distillery  plants  at 
Caracas  and  Puerto  Cabello,  to  cost  about  $1,000,000.  The  machinery  is  ready 
for  shipment,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  plants  will  be  in  operation  during  the 
current  year.  The  elevators  will  have  a  capacity  of  20,cx)o  bushels  of  grain, 
and  the  two  distilleries  wi\)  have  a  mashing  capacity  of  3,500  bushels,  equal  to 
16,000  gallons  per  day  in  alcohol  and  spirits  for  beverages.  The  distilleries 
are  to  be  erected  under  a  concession  granted  by  the  Venezuelan  Government, 
which  gives  the  concessionaire  the  right  to  import  the  materials  free  of  duty,  and 
exempts  the  product  from  taxation  for  six  years.  The  present  duty  on  spirits 
is  $2  per  gallon  (proof).  Spirits  for  beverages  are  mostly  manufactured  from 
fruits  and  sugar  cane,  or  imported  from  Europe. 
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RIQUEZAS  INTERIORES  DE  LA  PARTE  SETENTRIONAL  DE 

SUD  AMERICA. 

Consideradas  en  el  numero  del  BoletIn  Mensual  correspon- 
diente  al  mes  de  abril,  las  riquezas  territoriales  de  las  Antillas, 
^^guele  en  orden  el  estudio  de  las  de  aquellos  paises  que  componen 
'^  parte  norte  de  la  America  del  Sur,  6  sean  las  Republicas  de 
Colombia  y  de  Venezuela,  las  posesiones  europeas  de  la  Guayana, 
'^  isla  holandesa  de  Curazao  y  la  colonia  britanica  de  Trinidad. 

Desde  el  punto  de  vista  geografico^  pues  el  istmo  de  Panama 
sirve  de  eslabon  entre  la  America  .Central  y  la  Meridional,  la 
'^^piiblica  de  Colombia,  con  su  gran  litoral  sobre  el  Atlantico,  su 
^osta  que  bana  el  Pacifico  y  sus  puertos  de  Colon  y  Panama  a 
^^da  lado  de  los  dos  oceanos,  merece  especial  atencion.  Como 
acontece  con  la  generalidad  de  los  paises  hispano-americanos,  la 
P^olacion  de  Colombia  no  corresponde  a  su  extension  territorial, 
^ica  en  productos  agricolas  y  minerales,  su  comercio  extranjero 
^  reduce  tan  solo  al  cambio  de  estos  efectos  por  los  productos  de 

^^  primero  de  esta  serie  de  articulos  por  el  difunto  Director  Joseph  P.  Smith,  fu6 

P^Wicado  en  el  BoLETfN  Mensual  correspondiente  al  mes  de  julio  de  1897.     Se  con- 

^ar4  la  publicaci6n  de  estos  articulo%  escritos  por  varies  colaboradores  y  de  con- 

°fnaidacl  con  el  plan  adoptado  por  el  mencionado  Sefior  Smith. 
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la  industna,  que  recibe  principalmente  de  Francia,  Ing*aterra,  .os 
Estados  Unidos,  Alemania,  Espana  e  Italia. 

No  obstante  la  condicion  montanosa  del  pais,  que  impide  el 
desarroUo  de  las  vias  de  comunicacion  internas,  Colombia  ha 
logrado  establecer  la  navegacion  fluvial  por  el  Magdalena,  prin- 
cipalmente, y  varias  lineas  de  ferrocarriles  que  estan  en  explota- 
cion,  tales  como  el  ferrocarril  de  Colon  a  Panama,  lazo  de  union 
entre  el  Atlantico  y  el  Pacifico,  de  47  millas  de  largo;  el  dc 
Santa  Marta  a  Sabanilla,  Uamada  Puerto  Colombia,  de  46  millas, 
que  se  extendera  hasta  Heredia,  en  el  Magdalena;  el  dc  Barran- 
quilla  a  Sabanilla,  16  millas;  de  Cartagena  a  Calamar,  65  millas; 
el  ferrocarril  del  Cauca,  de  Buenaventura  a  San  Jose,  21  millas, 
que  se  piensa  extender  hasta  Cali,  64  millas;  el  de  Anti6quia,dc 
Puerto  Berrio  a  Monos,  32  millas,  que  Uegara  hasta  Medellin, 
91  millas;  el  de  Yeguas  a  Honda,  15  millas,  que  se  trata  dc 
llevar  hasta  La  Maria,  7  millas;  el  ferrocarril  de  la  Sabana,de 
Facatativa  a  Bogota,  24  millas;  el  de  Girardot,  de  este  puntoa 
Juntas  de  Apulo,  24  millas,  que  se  extendera  hasta  Madrid, 
48  millas  mas;  el  de  Cucuta,  de  aqui  a  Puerto  Villamizar,  sobrc 
el  rio  Zulia,  34  millas,  y  que  se  piensa  extender  hasta  Venezuela, 
yel  Ferrocarril  del  Norte,  de  Bogota  a  Zipaquira,3i  millas.  De 
estas  lineas  son  arnericanas  la  de  Cartagena,  la  del  istmo  de 
Panama  y  la  del  Cauca;  nacionales,  la  linea  del  norte  y  la  de 
Girardot;  pertenece  al  Departamento  de  Antioquia  la  que  llcva 
su  nombre ;  son  colombianas,  la  linea  de  la  Sabana  y  la  dc  Cucuta, 
y  el  resto  son  ferrocarriles  ingleses. 

Los  principales  puertos  de  la  Republica  son :  en  el  Atlantico, 
Rio  Hacha,  Santa  Marta,  Sabanilla  6  Puerto  Colombia  v  Carta- 
gena;  en  el  Pacifico,  Buenaventura  y  Tumaco,  y  en  el  istmo  Colon 
y  Panama.  Estos  liltimos  son  puertos  libres  por  donde  se  hacc 
la  mayor  parte  del  comercio  de  la  costa  oriental  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  con  la  occidental  de  Centro  y  Sud  America.  Tocancn 
los  puertos  de  Colombia  las  siguientes  lineas  de  vapores:  en 
Colon,  la  Panama  Railroad  Steamship  Line  de  Nueva  York,  w 
Royal  Mail,  la  Compagnie  Generale  Transatlantique;  la  ^^^^ 
Indies  and  Pacific  y  la  Harrison,  que  tocan  en  Nueva  Orleans;  b 
Hamburg- American,  la  Trasatlantica  Espanola  de  NuevaYort 
y  la  Veloce.  En  Panama  tocan  los  vapores  de  la  South  American 
Steamship  Co.,  la  North  American  Navigation  Co.  y  la  Pacific  Mail 
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iteamship  Co.  Las  dos  primeras  corren  entre  Panama  y  puertos 
e  la  costa  del  Pacifico  de  Sud  America  y  las  otras  dos  desde  San 
•"rancisco  de  California  a  Panama,  con  escala  en  puertos  de  Mexico 

de  Centro  America.  A  los  otros  puertos  van  las  siguientes 
neas:  la  Barranquilla  Steamship  Co.,  que  hace  viajes  de  Nueva 
^ork  a  Barranquilla,  regresando  via  Cartagena;  la  Atlas  que  viaja 
ntre  Nueva  York  y  Sabanilla,  tocando  a  su  regreso  en  Cartagena; 
I  West  Indian  and  Pacific  que  va  de  Liverpool  a  Puerto  Colom- 
ia  y  de  alii  a  Nueva  Orleans  con  escala  en  Colon  y  Cartagena; 
I  Harrison  que  hace  el  mismo  itinerario;  la  Transatlantica 
Lspanola  de  Nueva  York  a  Puerto  Colombia,  con  escala  en  Car- 
igena.  Colon  y  la  Habana;  la  Compagnie  Generale  Transatlan- 
que,  la  Royal  Mail,  la  Veloce  y  la  Hamburg- American  Line. 

El  trafico  hasta  los  lugares  donde  no  Uegan  los  ferrocarriles  se 
ace  por  caminos  carreteros  y  de  recua,  circunstancia  que  deben 
*ner  en  cuenta  y  no  perder  jamas  de  vista  los  embarcadores  al 
acer  el  empaque  de  sus  mercancias-  Facil  es  de  comprender,  dada 
L  necesidad  de  traamontar  los  Andes,  que  corren  por  todo  el 
ais,  que  el  empaque  de  las  mercancias  debe  adjustarse  a  las  facili- 
ades  de  trasporte ;  que  estas  d^ben  ir  en  bultos  pequenos,  de 
oco  peso,  relativamente,  bien  empacados  de  modo  que  se  puedan 
argar  con  facil idad  en  las  mulas  6  en  las  carretas. 

Las  principales  producciones  d.e  Colombia  son  cafe,  que  se  da  en 
bundancia  y  que  se  conoce  generalmente  en  el  mercado  ameri- 
ano  como  "Savanilla;"  cacao,  cana  de  ^azucar,  bananas  de  toda 
specie,  algodon,  anil,  tabaco,  vainilla,  frutas  de  todas  clases, 
naderas  de  construccion  y  de  ebanisterfa,  tagua  6  marfil  vegetal, 
naderas  tintoreas  y  plantas  medicinales,  fibras,  etc.;  oro,  plata, 
*smeraldas,  hierro,  petroleo  y  muchos  minerales  mas.  En  cuanto 
«  refiere  a  industrias,  las  pocas  que  existen  son  unicamente  de 
mportancia  local  y  apenas  producen  para  el  consumo. 

El  comercio  de  Colombia  por  el  puerto  de  Barranquilla  durante 
1  ano  que  termino  el  31  de  diciembre  de  1896,  segun  el  informe 
el  Consul  americanoen  aquel  puerto,  Mr.  John  Bidlake,  alcanzo 

las  siguientes  cifras: 

*iportaciones $8,  870,  993 

X^portaciones 9,  644,  398 

Es  la  Gran  Bretana  el  pais  que  mas  exporta  para  Colombia, 
pareciendo  en  la  lista  con    $3,396,223;    siguenle  en  orden  los 
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Estados  Unidos  con  $1,751,991;  Alemania  con  $1,719,163; 
Francia  con  $1,502,583  y  despues  Espana  e  Italia.  Las  expr- 
taciones  de  Colombia  para  las  naciones  de  Europa  fueron  por 
valor  de  $7,286,659  y  para  los  Estados  Unidos  $2,357,739. 
Estos  datos  se  refieren  al  puerto  de  Barranquilla,  nada  mas.  El 
Consul  americano  en  Panama,  Mr.  Victor  ViFgUAiN,  en  un  inforrac 
de  13  de  setiembre  de  1896,  publicado  en  las  "Commercial  Rela- 
tions of  the  United  States,  1895-96,"  dice  que,  por  lo  que  puedc 
deducir  de  los  escasisimos  datos  que  tiene  a  la  mano,  el  valor  de 
las  importaciones  del  Departamento  de  Panama  se  puede  calcular 
en  $2,250,000  al  afio  para  los  puertos  de  Panama,  Colon  y  Bocas 
del  Toro.  Las  importaciones  son  casi  en  su  totalidad  articulos 
manufacturados.  Toda  la  harina  y  la  madera  de  construccion  son 
americanas.  Los  Estados  Unidos  ocupan  el  primer  lugar  en  la 
lista  de  las  naciones  que  exportan  para  el  Istmo;  despues  viencn 
Inglaterra,  Alemania,  Francia,  China,  Japon,  Italia  y  Espana.  En 
un  informe  suplementario  fechado  a  4  de  diciembre  del  1896,  dice 
el  mismo  consul,  al  enviar  varios  cuadros  estadisticos :  ''El  de 
Panama  demuestra  que  cerca  de  la  tercera  parte  de  las  importa- 
ciones es  de  los  Estados  Unidos;  lo  mismo  puede  decirse  de  Colon, 
mientras  que  el  total  de  las  importaciones  que  hace  Bocas  del 
Toro  es  americano.  Este  puerto  envia  todo  cuanto  produce  a  los 
Estados  Unidos,  Colon  como  las  tres  quintas  partes  y  como  la 
mitad  Panama." 

Las  riquezas  interiores  de  Venezuela  son  incalculables  y  su  posi- 
cion  geografica,  situada  como  esta  al  centro  de  la  parte  norte  del 
continente  sudamericano,  la  hace  peculiarmente  aproposito  para 
establecer  un  comercio  mas  estrecho  con  los  Estados  Unidos.  Su 
extenso  litoral  lo  bafia  el  mar  Caribe  y  alli  tiene  todos  los  puertos 
por  donde  hace  su  comercio  extranjero,  que  son  La  Guaira,  puerto 
principal  de  la  Republica,  con  un  magnifico  tajamar  donde  atracan 
los  buques;  Puerto  Cabello,  Carupano,  Cumana,  Guanta,  M^tra- 
caibo,  sobre  el  lago  de  su  nombre,  por  donde  se  hace  todo  el  trafico 
en  transito  para  la  parte  interior  de  Colombia,  la  Vela  de  Coro,  y 
Ciudad  Bolivar  sobre  el  Orinoco,  el  rio  mas  importante  de  Ven^ 
zuela  y  el  segundo  de  la  America  del  Sur,  navegable  por  mucbas 
millas  y  que  se  comunica  con  el  Amazonas.  La  unica  lin^ 
americana  de  vapores  que  hace  el  trafico  entre  Nueva  Yorky 
puertos  de  Sud  America  es  la  Red  '  D '  Line,  que  sale  cada  10 


\ 
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ias  de  Nueva  York  para  La  Guaira  y  Puerto  Cabeilo  directa- 
lente,  tocando  en  Curazao,  y  Ueva  carga  y  pasageros  para  dichos 
jcrtos  y  de  trasbordo  para  Maracaibo  y  Coro.  Uno  de  los 
ipores  de  esta  linea  hace  viajes  directos  de  Nueva  York  a  Mara- 
libo  y  Coro,  una  vez  al  mes.  La  Trasatlantica  Espanola,  que 
Ic  de  Nueva  York  una  vez  al  mes  y  despues  de  hacer  escala  en 
Isia  de  Cuba  va  a  Puerto  Cabeilo  y  La  Guaira;  la  linea  Holan- 
!sa,  que  tambien  hace  escala  en  varios  puertos  de  las  Antillas 
va  a  La  Guaira,  Puerto  Cabeilo,  Carupano,  Cumana  y  Guanta  y 
eva  mercancias  para  Ciudad  Bolivar,  Cano  Colorado  y  Giiiria, 
2  trasbordo  en  Trinidad.  Las  otras  lineas  de  vapores  que  tocan 
1  puertos  de  Venezuela  son  la  Transatlantica  Francesa,  la  Ham- 
urg-American,  la  Trasatlantica  Espanola,  la  Royal  Mail,  la 
eloce;  la  West  India  and  Pacific  y  la  Harrison,  despues  de  hacer 
scala  en  la  Barbada,  Trinidad,  La  Guaira  y  Puerto  Cabeilo,  tocan 
n  Curazao,  en  puertos  de  Colombia  y  de  regreso  muy  a  menudo 
a  Nueva  Orleans,  y  la  linea  Prince. 

•  Las  condiciones  topograficas  de  Venezuela  han  sido  remora  para 
I  desarroUo  de  sus  vias  de  comunicacion  interna.  Como  en 
>dos  los  paises  que  atraviesan  los  Andes  la  dificultad  del  trafico 
iterior  depende  de  los  obstaculos  que  hay  que  veneer.  La  falta 
e  brazos  y  de  capital,  y  la  riqueza  natural  de  los  paises  situados 
^  la  zona  torrida,  su  feracidad,  sus  inmensas  areas  aiin  no  culti- 
^das,  cubiertas  de  bosques  ricos  de  vegetacion  frondosa  seran, 
^sta  tanto  que  no  aumente  la  poblacion  trayendo  consigo  necesi- 
^des  hoy  casi  desconocidas,  la  causa  principal  de  su  tardo  progreso. 
o  obstante  estas  condiciones,  comunes  a  casi  toda  la  America 
Pafiola,  Venezuela  tiene  hoy  en  explotacion  los  siguientes  ferro- 
*Tiles:  el  de  La  Guaira  a  Caracas,  una  de  las  obras  mas  notables 

ingenieria  en  la  America  espanola,  que  pone  en  comunicacion 

^  capital  con  el  puerto  principal  de  la  Republica;  el  Gran  Ferro- 

"^il  de  Venezuela,  que  parte  de  la  capital  al  oeste  y  despues 

^travesar  los  ricos  valles  de  Aragua,  termina  en  Valencia,  capital 

^  Estado  Carabobo,  en  donde  enlaza  con  el  ferrocarril  de  Valencia 

Uerto  Cabeilo,  que  laune  a  dicho  puerto.  El  Ferrocarril  Cen- 
'  de  Venezuela  que  parte  tambien  de  Caracas,  al  este,  y  llegara 
*ta  los  ricos  centros  productores  de  Santa  Lucia ;  el  de  Caracas 
Valle;  el  de  Bolivar,  de  Tucacas  a  Barquisimeto,  que  por 
^10  de  pequenos  vapores  enlaza  en  Tucacas  con  Puerto  Cabeilo: 
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el  de  Barquisimeto,  al  sudoeste;  el  de  la  Ceiba  a  Valera;  eldc 
Santa  Barbara  al  Vigia;  el  de  Encontrados  a  la  Fria;  el  dc  Care- 
nero  a  San  Jose;  el  de  Guanta  a  Barcelona;  el  de  Maiquetiaa 
Macuto  y  varias  lineas  mas  en  estudio.  Hay  tambien  muchas 
carreteras  y  caminos  de  recua. 

La  agricultura  y  la  cria  son  la  principal  riqueza  de  Venezuela. 
La  diversidad  de  sus  climas,  la  feracidad  de  su  suelo,  regado  por 
innumerables  rios,  sus  inmensas  Uanuras  cubiertas  siemprc  dc 
abundante  pasto,  aguardan  solamente  el  empuje  del  capital  y  dd 
trabajo  para  producir  los  mas  pingues  resultados.  Los  principaics 
productos  agricolas  son  cafe,  cacao,  sarrapia,  caucho,  azucar,  tabaco, 
anil,  cebadilla,  y  cuanto  produce  la  zona  tropical.  Su  riqueza 
pecuaria  es  tambien  inmensa  y  solo  la  falta  de  medios  de  comuni- 
cacion  a  proposito  en  el  interior  del  pais  ha  impedido  su  desa- 
rrollo.  Esto  no  obstante,  Venezuela  surte  de  ganado  en  pie  a  casi 
todas  las  Antillas  mas  cercanas  a  la  costa  y  a  las  Guayanas.  El 
Ministro  americano  en  Caracas,  Honorable  Francis  B.  LooMis,en 
un  informe  fechado  a  19  de  noviembre  de  1897,  dirijido  al  Departa- 
mento  de  Estado,  dice  lo  siguiente :  "  La  industria  pecuaria  en 
Venezuela  puede  Uegar  a  adquirir  en  cualquier  tiempo  tal  irapor- 
tancia  que  se  convierta  en  amenaza  para  la  exportacion  de  ganado 
de  los  Estados  Unidos.  *  *  *  La  industria  pecuaria  esta 
aun  en  su  infancia  en  Venezuela  y  hay  muchas  razones  para  crecr 
que  es  capaz  de  un  enorme  desarroUo.  Los  terrenos  propios  para 
pasto  bueno  son  de  vasta  extension." 

Hay  en  el  pais  226  minas  de  cuarentidos  metales  difercntes, 
siendo  las  principales  oro,  cobre,  asfelto,  petroleo,  urao,  marmol, 
sal,  etc. 

El  principal  articulo  de  exportacion  de  Venezuela  es  el  cate, 
del  cual  se  consume  gran  cantitad  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  en cujos 
mercados  es  conocido  con  los  nombres  de  "Caracas"  y  "Mara- 
caibo,"  abarcando  la  primera  de  estas  denominaciones  los  cafes  del 
centro  del  pais  que  se  exportan  pof  La  Guaira,  Puerto  CabelloV 
Cumana  y  la  de  "  Maracaibo,"  los  de  la  region  del  Zulia  y  dc  los 
Andes,  Trujillo,  Merida,  Tovar,  Bocono,  San  Cristobal,  etc.  L^ 
exportaciones  de  cafe  de  Venezuela  para  los  Estados  Unidos, 
principalmente  las  de  La  Guaira  y  Puerto  Cabello,  que  en  1880 
alcanzaban  a  242,890  sacos,  decayeron  en  1893  ^  3' ^7^  sacos,pof 
falta  de  un  tratado  de  reciprocidad  entre  1892  y  1894.     Cuando 
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liminaron  los  derechos  de  represalia  en  1894,  comenzaron  a 
entar  otra  vez  las  importaciones  de  dichos  cafes.  Las  del 
de  Maracaibo  que  tambien  decayeron  bastante  durante  aquel 
)do,  ban  vuelto  a  revivir  paulatinamente,  hasta  el  punto  de 
casi  toda  la  cosecha  de  esa  procedencia  viene  ahora  a  este 
:ado. 

1  cacao  de  Venezuela  tiene  tambien  buen  consumo  en  los 
idos  Unidos,  en  cuyos  mercados  se  conoce,  como  el  cafe,  con 
nombres  de  "Caracas"  y  "Maracaibo,"  comprendiendo  la  pri- 
i  clase  los  procedentes  de  Rio  Caribe,  Giiiria,  Carupano,  Rio 
:o,  Higuerote  y  otros  pueblos  de  la  costa  oriental  y  la  segunda 
t  los  del  Estado  Zulia  y  los  Andes.  Tambien  se  exportan 
OS  y  oieles,  caucho,  sarrapia,  maderas  de  tinte  y  otros  pro- 
:os. 

or  la  indole  de  las  exportaciones  se  comprende  que  las  impor- 
)nes  de  Venezuela  abarcan  toda  clase  de  productos  de  la  indus- 
manufacturera,  de  los  cuales  se  surte  de  Europa  y  de  los 
idos  Unidos,  siendo  las  principales  importaciones  de  este  pais, 
la  de  trigo,  manteca,  mantequilla,  aceite  de  kerosene,  viveres 
odas  clases,  aceites  y  pinturas,  alambre  de  piias,  cordeleria, 
IS  de  fuego,  cemento  romano,  drogueria  y  perfumeria,  ferre- 
i,  papel  y  efectos  de  imprenta,  maquinas  de  coser,  madera  de 
itruccion,  tabaco  picado  para  cigarrillos,  maquinaria,  efectos 
'idrieria  y  lampareria,  y  algunas  telas  y  tejidos.  La  importa- 
I  principal  de  estos  generos  se  efectua  de  Inglaterra  y  Francia, 
obstante  ser  un  hecho  reconocido  que  dichos  productos  de  la 
istria  fabril  americana  pueden  competir  con  los  europeos  en 
dad,  aunque  no  siempre  en  lo  barato  del  precio. 
-as  exportaciones  hechas  por  el  puerto  de  Nueva  York  para  los 
rtos  de  Venezuela  durante  el  ano  que  termino  el  31  de  diciem- 
de  1897,  segun  datos  suministrados  a  la  Oficina  de  las  Repu- 
as  Americanas  por  el  Senor  Don  Antonio  E.  Delfino,  Consul 
leral  de  Venezuela  en  aquel  puerto,  alcanzaron  a  $3, 183,016.86, 
americano,  y  deduciendo  de  esta  cifra  $91,351.76,  por  oro 
nado,  nos  queda  un  total  neto  de  $3,091,665.19,  valor  de  las 
cancias  exportadas.  Durante  el  ano  fiscal  de  1896,  segun  las 
disticas  del  Tesoro  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  el  comercio  de 
lezuela  con  este  pais  alcanzo  a  las  siguientes  cifras:  importa- 
les  de  Venezuela,  $9,649,91 1 ;  exportaciones  para  Venezuela, 
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$3,838,740.  En  1893,  Venezuela  importo  fas  siguientes  canti- 
dades :  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  $4,207,661 ;  de  Francia,  $2,335,500; 
de  la  Gran  Bretana,  $4,553^287  y  de  Alemania  mas  6  menos 
$2,000,000. 

El  territorio  de  las  Guayanas  esta  ocupado  por  las  posesiones 
inglesas,  holandesas  y  francesas  en  el  continente  meridional.  Son 
sus  ciudades  principales  Georgetown  6  Demerara,  capital  de  la 
Guayana  inglesa,  con  un  buen  puerto;  Paramaribo,  capital  dela 
holandesa,  sobre  el  rio  Surinam,  y  Cayena,  capital  de  la  francesa, 
sobre  el  Atlantico.  Las  riquezas  naturales  de  estas  colonias  son 
identicas;  todas  producen  cana  de  azucar,  que  es  la  mas  impor- 
tante  de  sus  industrias,  cafe,  cacao,  arroz,  platanos,  etc.;  maderas 
de  construccion  y  ebanisteria  y  minerales  de  oro.  El  comercio 
extranjero  de  la  Guayana  inglesa,  segun  informes  oficiales,  es  como 
sigue:  a  la  Gran  Bretana  corresponde  como  la  mitad  de  las 
importaciones  de  la  colonia;  como  la  quinta  parte  a  los  Estados 
Unidos  y  el  resto  esta  repartido  entre  otras  naciones.  Azucar,  ron, 
melados,  oro  y  maderas  son  las  principales  exportaciones  de  la 
colonia.  La  mayor  parte  del  azucar  viene  a  los  Estados  Unidos. 
En  el  ano  de  1895-96  alcanzo  la  exportacion  de  azucar  para  este 
pais  a  $3,150,129,  contra  $1,685,302  para  la  Gran  Bretana.  Los 
productos  principales  que  importa  de  los  Estados  Unidos  son 
cereales  y  provisiones  de  todas  clases,  y  de  Inglaterra  importa 
maquinaria,  telas,  etc. 

A  este  respecto  dice  el  Consul  americano,  Mr.  Patterson,  en 
un  intorme  publicado  en  el  Volumen  I,  "Commercial  Relations 
of  the  United  States  1895-96,"  lo  que  sigue:  "Como  quieraque 
esta  colonia  es  esencialmente  inglesa  y  sus  habitantes  estan  acos- 
tumbrados  a  usar  productos  ingleses  en  clase  de  telas,  articulos 
de  fantasia  y  calzado,  la  mayor  parte  no  sabe  nada  de  los  articulos 

• 

americanos.  Muchos  ingleses  prefieren  ciertas  mercancias  amen- 
canas,  pero  no  pueden  conseguirlas.  Una  de  las  razones  por  que 
las  telas  y  el  calzado,  casi  en  su  totalidad  son  importados  de 
Inglaterra  es  porque  las  casas  importadoras  tienen  sus  agentesen 
Londres,  donde  sus  creditos  estan  establecidos  y  a  menos  de  verse 
obligados  a  no  hacerlo,  siguen  importando  de  Inglaterra.  He 
hablado  con  varias  personas  acerca  de  esto  y  aseguran  que  Ingw' 
terra  vende  mas  barato  que  los  Estados  Unidos." 
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La  Guayana  inglesa  esta  en  comunicacion  frecuente  con 
uropa,  y  con  los  Estados  Unidos  se  comunica  por  medio  de  los 
ipores  de  la  Royal  Dutch  Mail,  cada  tres  semanas;  la  linea 
rmstrong,  que  envia  a  Nueva  York  uno  6  dos  vapores  al  mes  y 

linea  Quebec  de  dos  vapores  mensuales.  El  flete  a  los  Estados 
nidos  es  modico  y  la  travesia  se  hace  en  cerca  de  lo  dias. 

En  la  Guayana  holandesa,  cuyo  comercio  ha  sufrido  en  los 
timos  anos  por  motivo  de  la  baja  del  cacao,  del  azucar  y  la  dis- 
inucion  de  la  produccion  de  oro,  se  ha  implantado  ultimamente 
la  nueva  industria,  la  explotacion  de  la  resina  de  la  balaca,  que 

emplea  como  sustituto  del  caucho.  Este  producto  viene  casi 
do  a  los  Estados  Unidos.  Las  exportaciones  principales  de  la 
»lonia  son  balata,  cacao,  cafe,  oro,  cueros,  cocos,  azucar  y  maderas; 
s  importaciones  cereales  y  provisiones  de  todas  clases,  ferreteria, 
las,  kerosene  y  madera  de  pino.  De  los  Estados  Unidos  importa 
veres  y  provisiones,  cereales,  kerosene  y  madera  de  pino  y  algo 
*  ferreteria.  Todo  lo  demas  de  consumo  en  la  Colonia  sale  de 
iglaterra  y  de  Holanda.     El  valor  total  de  las  exportaciones  de 

colonia  para  los  Estados  Unidos,  en  el  ano  fiscal  que  termino 

30  de  junio  de  1896,  se  calculo  en  $957,247,  contia  $361,657 
le  fue  lo  que  importo  de  este  pais,  segun  las  estadisticas  oficiales 
*1  Tesoro  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  La  comunicacion  con  este 
lis  se  hace  por  la  "  Royal  West  India  Mail." 

La  Guayana  francesa  posee  ricas  minas  de  oro  en  explotacion. 
e  cultivan  alii  el  cafe,  la  batata,  el  cacao  y  la  cana  de  azucar. 
ambjen  produce  maderas  de  construccion  y  ebanisteria,  y  plantas 
ledicinales.  Las  linicas  importaciones  que  hace  de  los  Estados 
Jnidos  son  cereales,  viveres  y  provisiones  de  todas  clases;  todo  lo 
emas  lo  introduce  de  Europa.  No  hay,  que  sepamos,  lineas  de 
^municacion  directa  con  los  Estados  Unidos.  Refiriendose  al 
>niercio  de  este  pais  con  la  Guayana  francesa,  dice  el  Consul 
nericano,  Mr.  Wascogne,  en  un  informe  publicado  en  el  "Com- 
ercial  Relations  of  the  United  States,  1895-96,"  que  a  no  ser 
>T  los  altos  derechos  aduaneros  de  la  colonia,  el  comercio  en 
^deras  y  en  los  productos  americanos  que  alii  se  importan 
^mentaria. 

Solo  nos  resta  mencionar  la  isla  holandesa  de  Curazao  y  la 

olonia  britanica  de  Trinidad,  que  ocupan  ambas  una  posicion 
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geografica  excepcional  y  tienen  excelentes  puertos.  Distan  po 
de  las  costas  de  Venezuela,  y  sirven  de  punto  de  distribucion  a 
mercancias  que  van  para  dicha  republica  y  Colombia.  En  Cu 
zao  tocan  casi  todos  los  buques  que  van  a  ambos  paises.  L 
unicos  productos  que  exporta  Curazao  son  didivi,  pieles  y  cuer 
lana  de  no  muy  buena  calidad,  fosfatos  y  sal.  Sus  importacior 
abarcan  casi  todos  los  generos  de  consumo,  siendo  en  su  mayor  pa 
los  articulos  alimenticios  que  se  importan  de  procedencia  americai 
Con  excepcion  de  muy  pocos  efectos,  casi  todas  las  importacioT 
de  Curazao  salen  otra  vez  para  las  costas  de  Colombia  y  Vei 
zuela,  desde  Panama  hasta  el  Orinoco.  En  un  informe  del  C< 
sul  americano,  Jarvis  Spencer,  fechado  a  9  de  febrero  de  1& 
ocurren  estas  palabras:  "  Deseo  hacer  constar  que  Curazao  tit 
mas  facil  acceso  a  todas  partes  de  Colombia  y  de  Venezuela  q 
cualquier  otro  lugar  dentro  6  fuera  de  esos  paises  y  es  por  c* 
siguiente  el  lugar  donde  debe  introducirse  la  curia  que  abra 
relaciones  de  comercio  en  productos  americanos  en  esta  parte 
Sud  America.  Lo  que  aprueben  los  comerciantes  de  Curaz 
llegara  con  toda  seguridad  a  los  paises  a  que  hago  refcrencis 
sabran  apreciar  alli  sus  meritos,  pues  estos  comerciantes  cc 
prenden  perfectamente  las  necesidades  de  sus  marchantes." 

La  Colonia  Britanica  de  Trinidad  se  compone  de  la  isla 
este  nombre  y  la  de  Tobago.  Situada  a  pocas  millas  del  dc 
del  Orinoco,  es  Trinidad  Have  de  esta  gran  arteria  fluvial  de  Ve: 
zuela.  Aqui  como  a  Curazao  Uegan  mercancias  de  transit©  p: 
Venezuela.  Puerto  Espana,  ciudad  principal  y  puerto  de  la  ij 
tiene  un  fondeadero  que  se  considera  como  el  mejor  de  las  Antill 
donde  llegan  muchos  vapores  en  su  viaje  para  Centro  y  S 
America.  La  comunicacion  entre  Nueva  York  y  Puerto  Espj 
se  hace  por  los  vapores  de  la  Trinidad  Line  y  la  Royal  Dui 
Line.  Entre  Ciudad  Bolivar  (Venezuela)  y  Puerto  Espana  \ 
lineas  establecidas  de  vapores  que  hacen  el  trafico  por  el  Orinc 

Los  principales  productos  de  la  isla  son  cacao,  de  &ma  uni\ 
sal,  cafe  en  poca  cantidad,  azucar,  asfalto,  cocos  y  platanos. 
comercio  de  exportacion  fue  en  1896,  segun  datos  estadisti 
oficiales  ingleses,  como  sigue:  importaciones  ;^2, 188,1 89  y  exp 
taciones  ;^2, 165,820.  De  la  Gran  Bretana  import©  la  color 
por  valor  de  jC^J^^S^S  Y  ^^  ^^^  Estados  Unidos  por  valor 
;^4  58,440,  contra  ;^943,888  y  /^(>6(),ij§o  exportado  para  ami 
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respectivamente.  El  resto  del  comercio,  tanto  de  importacion 
como  de  exnortacion,  corresponde  a  Francia,  Venezuela  y  las  otras 
Antillas. 

Tomando  en  consideracion  la  riqueza  natural  de  estos  paises  y 
la  falta  de  medios  p^ra  desarrollarla,  la  carencia  de  industrias  y  de 
vias  de  comunicacion  con  el  interior,  la  necesidad  ingente  de  brazos 
y  de  capital  por  una  parte  y  por  otra  el  espiritu  de  empresa  ameri- 
cano,  las  riquezas  que  posee  el  pais,  sus  inmensas  industrias  que 
pueden  surtir  con  sus  productos  todo  cuanto  en  la  America 
espafiola  se  necesite,  parece  lo  natural  que,  ayudados  por  su 
posicion  geografica,  fueran  los  Estados  Unidos  los  duenos  del 
comercio  extranjero  de  la  America  latina.  Verdad  es  que  mien- 
tras  los  Estados  Unidos  se  ocupaban  exclusivamente  en  su  propio 
desarrollo,  Inglaterra,  Alemania  y  Francia  se  dedicaban  con  ahinco 
a  buscar  mercados  para  el  ex!cedente  de  sus  productos  industriales. 
En  la  America  espafiola  hallaron  lo  que  deseaban;  se  dedicaron  a 
estudiar  los  gustos  y  las  necesidades  de  aquellos  pueblos  y  los 
medios  de  establecer  alli  un  comercio,  tanto  mas  lucrativo  cuanto 
que  no  tenian  rivales. 

Llego  el  momento  en  que  los  Estados  Unidos  quisieron  tambien 

participar  de  esos  beneficios  y  comenzaron  la  tarea,  no  empleando 

para  ello  los  metodos  seguidos  por  sus  competidores,  sino  los  que 

daban  resultado  en  su  propio  pais.     De  entonces  aca  se  han  hecho 

esfuerzos  mas  6  menos  continuados  en  consecucion  del  objeto  que 

se  proponian  y  se  han  visto  cuales  son  los  resultados.     Pero  las 

corrientes  del  comercio  no  se  pueden  cambiar  a  voluntad ;  para 

lograrlo   se   necesita  un  trabajo    laborioso  y  concienzudo.      Es 

preciso,  antes  que  todo,  dar  a  conocer  de  una  manera  practica  y 

fehaciente  la  excelencia  del  producto,  sus  ventajas,  su  consumo; 

es  necesario,  luego,  establecer  medios  de  C9municaci6n  entre  el 

productor  y  el  consumidor;    estudiar  los  gustos,  las  necesidades, 

las  costumbres,  los  medios  de  que  dispone  este  para  satisfacerlos, 

amoldandose  en  todo  a  las  exigencias  del  caso. 

Nada  habla  mas  alto  en  favor  de  los  productos  americanos  que 
*as  falsificaciones  europeas  que,  con  el  nombre  de  productos  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  se  venden  en  Hispano-America.  Este  es  un 
*^ccho  que  no  ignoran  los  fabricantes  americanos  y  del  cual,  sin 
cnibargo,  parecen  no  sacar  todo  el  partido  que  pudieran.  Tam- 
P<>co  parecen  haber  estudiado  un  sistema  de  creditos  que  pueda 
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competir  con  los  que  concede  Europa — sistema  que  es  la  base  d« 
su  prosperidad  comercial  en  Hispano- America — porque  hay  qu- 
recordar  que  los  pagos  se  hacen  cuando  se  recojen  las  cosechas 
unica  fuente  de  riqueza  de  esos  paises,  y  que  son  muy  contadoi 
los  comerciantes  que  compren  a  corto  plazo  para  vender  lueg 
con  largos  creditos.  El  productor  y  el  vendedor  tienen  que  ajur 
tarse  sienrpre  a  las  necesidades  del  consumidor.  Mientrasesto  i^ 
se  haga,  no  sera  posible  que  florezca  el  comercio. 

Estudiense  en  los  mercados  mismos  los  usos  comerciales,  1= 
necesidades  peculiares,  las  costumbres  del  comprador,  como  3 
hacen  las  casas  europeas.  Establezcanse  lineas  americanas  de  v  - 
pores  que  viajen  de  los  Estados  Unidos  a  Hispano- America;  coi» 
truyanse  ferrocarriles  americanos  alii  donde  casi  todos  los  que  hs 
son  Franceses,  ingleses  6  alemanes;  fundense  casas  americanas,  « 
competencia  con  las  alemanas,  francesas  e  inglesas,  y  el  producr 
americano,  casi  sin  otro  esfuerzo  que  el  de  la  introduccion  al  m^ 
cado,  llegara  a  ocupar  el  rango  a  que  sus  cualidades  le  hacen  acr^ 
dor,  pues  esta  ya  probado  que,  con  escasisimas  excepcion^i 
explicables  a  causa  de  lo  nuevo  de  sus  industrias,  los  productos  ■■ 
los  Estados  Unidos  pueden  competir  y  compiten  con  los  ■■ 
Europa. 

El  paso  que  en  pro  del  comercio  americano  acaba  de  dar 
Asociacion  Nacional  de  Manufactureros  de  los  Estados  Unict 
de  America,  con  el  establecirhiento  en  Caracas,  capital  de  Ver3 
zuela,  de  una  Exposicion  permanente  es  digno  del  mayor  enconw 
porque  es  la  primera  piedra  del  edificio  que,  al  comercio  de  1* 
"americanos  con  los  americanos,"  levantara  todo  un  continent 
Empresas  semejantes  establecidas  en  los  otros  paises,  acompafiad- 
del  estudio  de  las  exigencias  especiales  de  cada  uno  de  ellos,  h^ 
de  ser  base  de  la  prosperidad  comercial  de  los  Estados  Unidc 
que,  como  se  ha  dicho  y  es  bien  sabido,  producen  y  pueden  pr- 
ducir  todo  cuanto  se  consume  en  el  continente. 


.^^^^^ '^^i^^^ 
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V  EXPOSICI6N  TRANSMISISIPIANA  t  INTER- 

NACIONAL. 

« 

El  dia  primero  del  mes  de  junio  ha  sido  fijado  para  la  inaugu- 
ion  del  gran  certamen  industrial,  agricola  y  artistico  que  va  a 
ificarse  en  la  ciudad  de  Omaha,  Estado  de  Nebraska,  y  cuya 
racion  sera  de  cinco  meses.  Todo  parece  indicar  que  la  Expo- 
ion  transmisisipiana  va  a  ser,  bajo  muchos  conceptos,  de  las  mas 
:ables  que  se  han  visto  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  que  sera  fruc- 
;ra  en  beneficos  resultados.  Apenas  podria  ser  de  otra  manera, 
>de  luego  que  alii  van  a  exhibirse,  en  primer  lugar,  las  riquezas 
►roductos  de  esa  maravillosa  seccion  que  se  llama  el  Oeste,  cuyo 
>greso  y  desarroUo  en  los  iiltimos  anos  son  el  asombro  de  pro- 
«  y  extranos.  Y  en  efecto,  no  registran  los  anales  del  mundo 
la  comparable  al  crecimiento  de  esos  Estados  de  la  Union 
nericana,  que  forman  la  vasta  comarca  allende  el  Misisipi  y 
azan  un  area  de  mas  de  2,500,000  millas  cuadradas,  con  una 
3laci6n  de  cerca  de  20,000,000  de  habitantes.  Es  ese  el 
nenso  granero  de  America,  la  region  agricola  y  minera  por 
:elencia,  donde  se  hallan  espesas  selvas  productoras  de  exce- 
tes  maderas  de  construccion,  y  se  extienden  vastisimas  praderas, 
las  que  pacen  incontables  manadas  de  ganados,  que  constituyen 
suyo  una  de  las  mas  inagotables  fuentes  de  la  riqueza  publica. 
ro,  sobre  todo,  es  el  Oeste  la  tierra  prodigiosa  donde  se  han 
antado,  durante  la  existencia  de  una  generacion,  bellas  y  popu- 
as  ciudades  que  figuran  en  primera  linea  entre  los  centros  indus- 
ales,  artisticos  y  comerciales  del  pais,  y  que  son  verdaderos 
Jresentantes  de  la  cultura  nacional. 

Quiza  por  la  primera  vez  van  a  exhibirse  en  toda  su  plenitud 

>  ilimitados  recursos  del  Gran  Oeste,  y  es  esto  lo  que  dara  a 

Exposicion  Transmisisipiana  un  caracter  especial,  que  la  hace 

gna  de  cuidadosa  observacion  por  parte  de  cuantos  se  interesan 

el  progreso  de  America. 

Como  era  de  esperarse,  el  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  ha 
fnado  activa  participacion  en  esa  notable  empresa,  y  el  Congreso 
votado  un  credito  de  $200,000  para  hacer  frente  a  los  gastos 
»e  necesariamente  exigira  la  exhibicion  oficial,  incluyendo  el 
lificio,  los  transportes  de  objetos  y  otras  cosas  semejantes. 
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Todos  los  Estados  del  oeste  y  muchos  del  sur  y  del  este  coi 
curriran  a  la  Exposicion  de  Omaha;  pero  tendra  esta  tambien  i^  n 
caracter  intemacional,  pues  varies  paises  extranjeros  han  aceptac^o 
la  invitacion  que,  por  conducto  del  Departamento  de  Esfado,  l^^es 
hizo  el  Gobierno  americano,  a  fin  de  que  tomaran  participaci( 
en  el  gran  concurso  transmisisipiano.  Para  las  naciones  latir^ 
americanas  reviste  especial  interes  la  Exposicion  de  Omahm..a, 
porque  deseosas,  como  estan,  de  acrecentar  sus  relaciones  corner- 
ciales  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  no  pueden  sino  ver  en  aqim^l 
acontecimiento  una  ocasion  muy  propicia  para  dar  a  conocer  s^us 
productos,  aun  mas  de  lo  que  ya  se  conocen,  en  los  mercados  ^c 
este  pais,  y  para  venir  a  observar  de  cerca  los  adelantos  industrial  ^rs 
de  esta  gran  nacion.  Como  es  bien  sabido,  el  trafico  de  la  may^oi 
parte  de  las  republicas  latino-americanas  ha  sido  por  largos  afm 
principalmente  con  Europa,  aunque  hay  que  reconocer  el  hecho 
que  en  los  ultimos  tiempos  negocian  considerablemente  con  Xos 
Estados  Unidos,  notandose  una  tendencia  favorable  al  crecimier"B.t:c 
de  ese  comercio. 

Pero  asi  y  todo,  queda  mucho  por  hacer,  y  dia  Uegara  en  (j^  ^J « 
tanto  los  americanoS  del  norte  como  los  del  sur  recordaran  cr^^ii 
sorpresa   la  epoca  en  que  sus  mutuas  transacciones  comercia-l^s 
se  limitaban  a  cierta  clase  de  articulos  solamente,  y  en  que    Xos 
habitantes  de  algunas  de  lassecciones  mas  vastas  de  este  contineK"^^^ 
cruzaban  el  Atlantico  e  iban  a  los  mercados  de  Inglaterra,  France  i^ 
Alemania  e    Italia  en  busca  de   manufacturas  que   las  fabri^:^^^ 
americanas   producen  a  perfeccion.     Increible  parecera  enton^^^^ 
que  a  fines  del  siglo  XIX,  los  comerciantes  de  algunos  puntos      ^^ 
la  America  Central,  por  ejemplo,  llevaban  de  Hamburgo,  en  A^  1^ 
mania,  doblando  el  cabo  de  Hornos  6  pasando  por  el  estrecho      ^^ 
Magallanes,  y  atravesando  no  menos  de  once  mil  millas,  efectos      ^^^ 
diversas  clases  que   podian  facilmente  obtener   en   los   Estac^-^-^ 
Unidos,  viajando  una  quinta  parte  de  aquella  enorme  distancia. 

En  ese  futuro  no  lejano,  se  veran  como  verdaderas  curiosidac 
numerosos  articulos  europeos  que  ahora  se  encuentran  por  t< 
partes  en  la  America  latina,  tales  como  pianos,  calzado,  efectos 
vidrio  y  niueblec  fi-anceses;    sombreros,  telas,  preparaciones  qi 
micas  y  farmaceuticas,  lamparas  y  juguetes  alemanes;  generos 
lino,  de  algodon  y  de  lana,  cuchillos,  objetos  de  cuero,  papel 
ferreteria  de   Inglaterra.     Apenas  parece  posible  que  hoy  misi 
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se  lleven  a  la  Republica  del  Uruguay  maquinas  de  coser  de  Ale- 
mania,  siendo  este   articulo,  como  es,  esencialmente   americano. 
De  los  Estados  Unidos  se  exportan  rieles  para  Europa,  cosa  que 
de  seguro  se  ignora  en  muchas  partes  de  la  America  latina,  puesto 
que  en  varios  de  aquellos  paises  hacen  venir  de  Inglaterra  todo  6 
casi  todo  el  material  de  ferrocarril  que  necesitan,  incluyendo  los 
rieles.    A  pesar  de  ser  un  hecho  reconocido  que  en  los  Estados 
Unidos  se  fabrica  la  mejor  maquinaria  del  mundo,  algunos  paises 
de  America  todavia  compran  en  Europa  las  maquinas  que  han 
nienester,  sin  exceptuar  los  ingenios  de  aziicar. 

Antes  lo  hemos  hecho  constar  en  el   BoletIn   Mensual  y  ahora 

lo  rcpetimos:  la  industria  de  los  Estados  Unidos  es,  hasta  cierto 

punto,  desconocida  en  la  America  latina,  y  de  ahi  que  el  trafico 

cntre  las  naciones  del  norte  y  del  sur  de  nuestro  continente  no 

'^aya  alcanzado  aun  todo  el  desarrollo  que  tendra  mas  tarde.     A 

^ste.  ultimo  resultado  contribuyen  poderosamente  las  exposiciones 

'ntemacionales,  y  por  eso  estimamos  como  sumamente  beneficiosa 

^3.  que  esta  para  abrirse  en  la  ciudad  de  Omaha. 

La  Oficina  de  las  Republicas  Americanas  comprende  toda  la 
^i^portancia  que  aquel  concurso  tiene  para  los  paises  que  forman 
'3.  Union  Internacional,  y  se  interesa  vivamente  en  que  obtenga 
^1  ^xito  mas  completo.  Siendo  el  centro  oficial  de  informacion 
^J^  cuanto  al  comercio,  la  produccion,  la  industria,  el  progreso 
'Material  y,  en  fin,  en  cuanto  a  todo  lo  que  afecta  el  mejoramiento 
^^  las  republicas  del  hemisferio  occidental,  la  Oficina  desea  que 
'^  Exposicion  Transmisisipiana  sea  bien  conocida  y  apreciada  en 
^ocio  el  continente.  Los  trabajos  de  la  Oficina  abrazan  un  gran 
'^^mero  de  ramos,  y  no  se  omiten  esfuerzos  para  hacerlos  satisfac- 
^^^rios  a  todos  los  Gobiemos  representados  en  esta  Union  Inter- 
nacional. Por  medio  del  BoletIn  Mensual,  se  imparten  a  los 
^^ciustriales  y  comerciantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  valiosos  informes 
^^^rca  de  las  oportunidades  que  ofrecen  al  trafico  los  pueblos 
^^^ridionales,  al  mismo  tiempo  que  se  llevan  a  estos  ultimos  las 
'^'^tricias  mas  recientes  sobre  los  mercados  norteamericanos. 

Como  una  de  las  pruebas  mas  elocuentes  de  los  constantes  y 

■^^c^riosos  esfuerzos  de  la  Oficina  de.  las  Republicas  Americanas 

P^fa  fomentar  el  comercio  entre  todas  las  naciones  de  este  conti- 

^^tite,  se  puede  mencionarel  Directorio  CoMERciAL,cuyosegundo 

^rno  esta  para  salir  a  luz.     En  esta  obra,  que  bien  merece  que  se 
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la  Uame  unica  en  su  clase,  se  encuentra  recopilado  mayor  numero 
de  datos  importantes,  por  no  decir  necesarios,  para  el  comercio 
americano,  que  en  todas  las  otras  publicaciones  de  esa  especie  qiae 
circulan  por  el  mundo.     Como  libro  de  consulta,  el  Directorio  no 
tiene  rival,  y  no  hay  exageracion  en  asegurar  que,  valiendose  <de 
el,  los  hombres  de  negocios  de  la  America  del  Norte  y  del  S  ^r 
pueden  Uegar  a  conocer  mejor  los  recursos  de  sus  respectivcs 
paises,  que  leyendo  numerosos  volumenes  sobre  ese  mismo  asun  To. 
Hemos  dicho  cuan  imperfectamqnte  se  conocen  en  la  America 
latina  los  productos  de  la  industria  norteamericana.    Vamos  ahoni 
a  decir  algunas  palabras  acerca  de  la  carencia  de  informes  que  se 
nota  en  los   Estados  Unidos  relativamente  a  los  paises  latino, 
americanos  y  sus  recursos.    Hasta  hace  muy  pocos  anos,  los  coiner- 
ciantes  de  este  pais  se  curaban  poco  6  nada  del  trafico  con   las 
naciones  de  este  continente,  excepcion  hecha  de  Mexico  y  quiza 
de  una  6  dos  mas;  de  donde  resultara  que  Europa  estableciera  un 
verdadero  monopolio  comercial  en  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur. 
Muchas  causas  se  ban  citado  para  explicar  esta  especie  de  indite- 
rencia  mercantil  por  parte  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  con  relaciona 
los  otros  pueblos  del  Nuevo  Mundo,  y  una  de  ellas  ha  sido,  sin 
duda  alguna,  el  inmenso  trafico  entre  los  estados  de  la  Union,  al 
cual  apenas  daban  antes  abasto  las  fabricas  todas  de  este  pais. 
Andando  el  tiempo,  sin  embargo,  y  cuando  la  produccion  indus- 
trial excedio  al  consumo,  se  hizo  indispensable  buscar  consumi- 
dores  extranjeros,  y,  como  era  natural,  se  penso  en  la  America 
latina  y  se  procedio  a  hacer  un  examen  de  aquellos  mercados. 
Entonces  se  comprendio  por  primera  vez  que  este  pais  habia 
abandonado  a  la  especulacion  europea  un  vastisimo  campo  de 
accion,  donde  el  genio  y  la  actividad  del  pueblo  americano  pudie* 

• 

ron  haber  estado  recogiendo  por  largo  tiempo  ventajas  inaprecia- 
bles.  Y  a  la  verdad,  cuando  se  piensa  en  las  riquezas  que  encierra 
esa  inmensa  region  que  se  extiende  desde  Mexico  hasta  Chile,  no 
puede  menos  de  sorprender  que  no  haya  desde  un  principio  Ua* 
mado  la  atencion  de  la  Gran  Republica,  como  teatro  digno  del 
espiritu  de  empresa  de  una  raza  esencialmente  emprendedora. 

Basta  echar  una  ojeada  sobre  el  mapa  de  America  para  podei 
apreciar  lo  que  significan  hoy  las  naciones  americanas  de  origcn 
latino,  y    lo  que    necesariamente   significaran    manana.     Ya    la 
inmigracion  europea  esta  operando  en  la  Republica  Argentina 
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ansrormacion  tan  prodigiosa  como  la  que  opero  en  los 
3S  Unidos,  y  la  rica,  populosa  y  esplendida  ciudad  de 
>s  Aires  merece  que  se  la  designe  con  el  nombre  de  Nueva 

del  mediodia.  Cuando  toda  la  America  del  Sur  este 
ia  en  proporcion  a  su  area  territorial,  habra  en  aquel 
so  continente  mas  habitantes  que  los  que  Europa  tiene  en  . 
lalidad.  La  America  Central  camina  con  rapidez  a  ocupar 
esto  prominente,  desde  el  punto  de  vista  comercial,  al  lado 
otras  grandes  secciones  de  este  hemisferio,  y  la  inmigracion 
jera  que  ya  va  encaminada  hacia  sus  playas,  hara  de  aquella 
na  comarca  uno  de  los  parajes  mas  ricos  del  globo.  Casi 
sario  es  hablar  de  Mexico,  cuyo  progreso  durante  los  ultimos 
s  con  justicia  motivo  de  orgullo  para  sus  hijos  y  de  admira- 
ara  el  mundo  entero. 

no  poderosos  factores  en  el  adelanto  de  las  artes,  la  industria 
)mercio,  estan  reconocidas  las  exposiciones  internacionales, 
eso  las  grandes  naciones  celebran  de  tiempo  en  tiempo 
lenes  de  esa  indole.  Francia  se  prepara  activamente  para  la 
:xhibici6n  de  igoo,  que  sera  la  tercera  que  haya  tenido  en 
nino  de  treinta  y  tres  anos.  En  los  Estados  Unidos  hubo 
ranscurso  de  menos  de  dos  decadas  la  Exposicion  del  Cen- 
)  en  Filadelfia,  que  se  verifico  en  1876,  y  la  Universal  de 
50,  en  1893.  Ademas  se  ban  visto  otras  que,  aunque 
es  en  sus  proporciones,  no  lo  ban  sido,  probablemente,  en 
;ultados,  como  la  de  Atlanta  en  1881,  la  de  Nueva  Orleans 
^4,  la  de  San  Francisco  de  California  en  1894,  la  segunda 
lanta  en  1895,  y  la  de  Nashville  en  1897.  La  Gran  Bretana 
cio  desde  muy  temprano  la  necesidad  de  celebrar  exposi- 

industriales,  y  ya  en  1828  se  verifico  una  en  Ldndres  que 
dujo  todos  los  resultados  que  de  ella  se  prometian.  Mas 
en  1845,  la  exhibicion  de  manufacturas  que  se  efectuo  tam- 
n  la  capital  del  reino,  tuvo  el  exito  mas  completo.  Cuatro 
lespues  vino  la  exposicion  de  Birmingham,  la  mas  perfecta 
ista  entonces  se  habia  celebrado  en  aquel  pais;  pero  no  fue 
1  1851  que  Inglaterra  ofrecio  al  mundo  una  de  las  mas 
es  exhibiciones  del  siglo  presente,  y  de  la  cual  quedan  aim 
fratos  recuerdos.  .Las  otras  naciones  europeas  ban  celebrado 
*rentes  epocas  exposiciones  semejantes,  y  las  ha  habido  en 
inia,  Austria,  Belgica,  Espana,  Suecia,  Rusia,  Italia,  Suiza, 
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Turquia,  Holanda,  Grecia,  Dinamarca  y  Portugal.  Entre  los 
paises  de  la  America  latina  que  han  seguido  ese  ejemplo,  mencio- 
naremos  el  Brasil,  Chile,  Venezuela,  Colombia,  el  Pern  y 
Guatemala. 

Se  comprende  que,  a  medida  que  el  mundo  progresa,  sean  mas 
frecuentes  esos  concursos  internacionales,  porque  ellos  exponen 
de  una  manera  palpable  los  adelantos  y  recursos  de  un  pais,  siendo 
verdaderas  lecciones  objetivas,  en  que  las  naciones  aprenden,  mejor 
que  por  ningun  otro  medio,  a  apreciarse  las  unas  a  las  otras. 
Tomando  como  ejemplo  a  los  Estados  Unidos,  es  evidente  que  las 
numerosas  industrias  que  aqui  existen  han  menester  de  exposi- 
ciones  de  caracter  intemacional  para  hacerse  conocer  debidamentc, 
pues  da  mejor  idea  de  los  productos  de  una  fabrica  una  mucstra 
exhibida  a  los  ojos  del  publico,  que  todas  las  descripcioncs  y 
anuncios  imaginables.  Es  por  esto  que  conceptuamos  de  la  mayor 
trascendencia  el  que  se  invite  siempre  a  las  naciones  extranjeras 
para  que  concurran  a  esos  certamenes  industrials  y  artisticos.  En 
el  presente  caso,  sobre  todo,  en  que  se  trata  de  una  exposicion 
americana,  es  de  ingente  importancia  que  se  hallen  representadas 
en  ella  todas  6  la  mayor  parte  de  las  naciones  del  hemisferio 
occidental. 

Haciendo  a  un  lado  la  cuestion  puramertte  comercial,  es  un 
hecho  que  de  la  estrecha  comunicacion  que  se  establecc  durante 
un  concurso  intemacional  entre  los  habitantes  de  diferentes  paiscs, 
resultan  sentimientos  mas  amistosos  entre  ellos  y,  por  ende,  mejor 
inteligencia  entre  los  pueblos  y  gobiernos.  De  ahi  que  esas  expo- 
siciones  deban  considerarse  altamente  provechosas  desde  el  punto 
de  vista  de  los  intereses  politicos.  En  America,  sobre  todo^  tien- 
den  a  desvanecer  ciertos  errores  que  aun  existen  relativamente  a 
las  tendencias  politicas  de  esta  6  aquella  republica,  y  nunca  se 
podra  encarecer  demasiado  la  conveniencia  de  que  las  dos  grandcs 
razas  que  pueblan  este  hemisferio  se  conozcan  intimamente,  a  fin 
de  que  cesen  para  siempre  rivalidades  nacidas  de  anejas  prcocu- 
paciones. 

La  ciudad  donde  va  a  celebrarse  la  Exposicion  Transmisisipia- 
na  es  una  de  esas  maravillosas  creaciones  de  la  energia  y  actividad 
del  Oeste.     Fundada  hace  apenas  44  anos,  Omaha  cuenta  hoy 
con  mas  de  140,000  habitantes,  y  es  un  centro  comercial. y  ferro- 
carrilero  de  mucha  importancia,  como  que  convergen  a  el  no 
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lenos  de  catorce  vias  ferreas,  lo  cual  pone  a  la  ciudad  en  comu- 
icacion  con  las  costas  del  Atlantico  y  del  Pacifico,  asi  como  con 
I  golfo  de  Mexico.  Por  esto  se  vera  cuan  accesible  va  a  ser  la 
Ixposicion  Transmisisipiana  a  todos  los  que  deseen  visitarla,  y 
>  de  esperar  que  los  pueblos  latino-americanos  querran  aprovechar 
I  ocasion  que  se  les  presenta  de  venir  a  ver  con  sus  propios  ojos 
I  estado  de  adelanto  y  cultura  que  ha  alcanzado  el  Gran  Oeste 
e  los  Estados  Unidos,  inmensa  region  en  la  que  vagaban,  hace 
3enas  medio  siglo,  hordas  de  salvajes  y  manadas  de  bisontes; 
ero  donde  el  espiritu  de  una  civilizacion  sin  precedente  ha  levan- 
ido  como  por  encanto  esplendidas  ciudades,  que  rivalizan  en 
queza,  refinamiento  y  buen  gusto  con  las  capitales  mas  cultas  de 
luropa  y  America. 

Cuando  en  el  extranjero  se  habla  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  con 
•ecuencia  se  hace  caso  omiso  del  Oeste,  a  extremo  de  imaginarse, 
un  estadistas  y  escritores  de  nota,  que  la  virilidad  y  energia  de  la 
lacion  yace  casi  exclusivamente  en  los  estados  del  Este,  profundo 
-rror  que  ha  sido  parte  a  que  no  se  estime  en  lo  que  merece  toda 
amagnitud  de  la  Union  Americana.  No  faltan  quienes  se  figu- 
enque  cuando  se  han  mencionado  Boston,  Nueva  York,  Filadel- 
ia,  Baltimore,  Washington  y  Nueva  Orleans,  ya  no  hay  mas  que 
'ecir  respecto  de  ciudades  americanas.  jY  esto  aun  despues  de'la 
-xposicion  Universal  de  Chicago,  que  fue  para  muchos  pueblos 
e  la  tierra  una  verdadera  revelacion  I 

En  la  America  latina  se  tienen  nociones  mas  exactas  de  lo  que 
5  el  Gran  Oeste  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  desde  que  se  reunio  la 
'Onferencia  Internacional  Americana  y  que  los  delegados  a  esta 
samblea  hicieron  su  famoso  viaje  a  diferentes  puntos  de  la 
^epiiblica,  incluyendo  en  su  itinerario  a  varios  estados  occiden- 
Ues.  Propicia  ocasion  se  ofrecio  entonces  a  los  representantes  de 
is  naciones  del  sur  para  estudiar  el  rapido  progreso  de  aquella 
*cci6n  del  pais,  y  sabido  es  que  expresaron  la  mayor  admiracion 
fitc  un  desarrollo  industrial  que,  sin  duda  alguna,  muchos  de  ellos 
o  esperaban  encontrar.  Desde  aquella  epoca,  cerca  de  nueve 
Sos  han  transcurrido,  lapso  que  en  otras  partes  no  significa  mucho, 
Cro  que,  dada  la  vertiginosa  rapidez  con  que  el  Oeste  progresa, 
Uede  operar  verdaderas  transformaciones  en  esa  tierra  de  los  por- 
•ntos;  y  si  algunos  de  los  que  la  visitaron  en  1889  vuelven  a 
&rla  con  motivo  de  la  Exposicion  de  Omaha,  apenas  creeran 
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que  en  menos  de  una  decada  se  han  verificado  los  cambios  que  dc 
seguro  encontraran  alii. 

Una  exposicion  internacional  americana,  que  tuviera  porasicnto 
a  una  de  las  grandes  capitales  de  la  America  latina,  a  la  ciudad 
de  Mexico,  por  ejemplo,  seria  de  trascendentales  consecucncias 
para  los  intereses  comerciales  de  nuestro  continente,  y  coopcraria 
de  una  manera  poderosa  a  la  consecucion  de  los  fines  que  la  Con- 
ferencia  Internacional  Americana  tuvoa  la  miracuandorecomcndo 
el  establecimiento  de  esta  Oficina.  Los  hombres  de  levantado 
espiritu  que  se  interesan  en  el  progreso  intelectual  y  material  dc 
nuestros  pueblos,  deberian  cooperar  a  la  realizacion  de  ese  pensa- 
miento,  a  fin  de  que  los  primeros  albores  del  siglo  XX  veania 
comunion  fi-atemal  de  las  dos  grandes  razas  de  nuestra  America 
en  un  gran  concurso  artistico,  industrial  y  agricola. 


BRASIL. 

ELECCION  DE  PRESIDENTE  V  VICEPRESIDENTE. 

En  las  elecciones  generales  que  tuvieron  lugar  en  el  Brasil,  d 
1°  de  marzo,  fueron  elegidos  Presidente  y  Vicepresidente  de  la 
Republica  para  los  4  anos  venideros  los  Senores  Campos  Salles 
y  Rosa  Silva,  respectivamente.  El  voto  fue  unanime.  El 
Senor  Salles  es  ahora  Presidente  del  Estado  de  Sao  Paulo,  y 
se  ha  distinguido  en  los  negocios  publicos  del  Brasil  durante 
muchos  anos.  La  toma  de  posesion  de  estos  cargos  publicos 
tendra  lugar  en  el  mes  de  noviembre  proximo. 

ESFUERZOS  PARA  RESISTIR   LA  COMPETENCIA  COMERCIAL 

Mr.  Wagstaff,  consul  general  de   Inglaterra  en   Rio,  en  vista    i 
de  los  peligros  que  amenazan  la  supremacia  comercial  de  Ingla- 
terra en  el  Brasil,  ha  publicado  una  carta  circular  en  la  cual  sc 
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nuncia  el  proyecto  de  celebrar  en  el  consuladogenerai,  reuniones 
»eri6dicas  para  tomar  medidas  respecto  de  la  situacion  a  que  tienen 
[ue  hacer  frente  en  aquella  republica  los  comerciantes  ingleses. 
Para  que  los  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  interesados  en 
1  comercio  de  Rio  Janeiro  y  del  Brasil  en  general,  puedan  for- 
narse  idea  de  los  esfuerzes  que  esta  haciendo  el  consul  general, 
VIr.  Wagstaff,  publicamos  a  continuacion  el  texto  integro  de 
iquella  circular : 

CoNsuLADO  General  BritXnico, 
Rio  de  Jfaneiro,  enero  ji,  de  18^8, 

La  competencia  comercial,  siempre  creciente,  impone  &  todos  los  interesados 
en  el  comercio  la  necesidad  no  s61o  de  no  perdonar  medida  alguna  que  pueda 
contribuir  al  desarrollo  de  sus  negocios,  sino  tambi6n  de  conservar  la  posici6n  ya 
adquirida  en  los  diversos  mercados  del  mundo. 

Esta  idea  prevalece  ya  entre  los  fabricantes,  comerciantes,  y  clases  comerciales 
■n  general  de  todas  las  naciones ;  y  todos  estamos  perfectamente  impuestos  del 
ivo  interns  que  ha  tomado  el  gobierno  britdnico  en  asuntos  que  tienen  relaci6n 
la  supremacld  comercial  de  nuestro  pais. 

£n  varios  lugares  se  han  constituido  asociaciones  para  promover  los  intereses 
ritinicos,  y  puede  ser  que  los  comerciantes  y  agentes  de  exportaci6n  ingleses 
axisideren  ventajoso  tbrmar  sociedades  de  la  misma  clase,  en  cuyas  sesiones,  ya 
CTi6dicas  6  ya  ocasionales,  podrian  discutirse  en  beneficio  general  las  cuestiones 
uc  afectan  el  comercio  entre  la  Gran  Bretafia  y  este  pais. 

£1  c6nsul  de  su  magestad  contribuiri  en  la  medida  de  sus  poderes  k  la  reali- 
a.ci6n  de  este  plan.  El  es  de  opini6n  que  los  comerciantes  celebren  reuniones 
CTi6dicas  en  el  Consulado,  para  lo  cual  se  pondri  un  cuarto  &  la  disposici6n 
c  aqu611os;  y  el  curso  y  resoluciones  de  estas  juntas  formar&n  parte  de  los 
^^bajos  del  departamento  comercial  del  Consulado. 

CONTRATO    PARA   LA    ACUNACION    DE  NIQUEL. 

£1  gobierno  del  Brasil  ha  sacado  &  pdblica  subasta  el  contrato  para  la  acufia- 
i^n  de  20yOOO  contos  de  reis  en  moneda  de  niquel  de  100  y  200  reis.  Segun  los 
^iminos  de  la  subasta  las  proposiciones  ser&n  recibidas  en  la  agencia  Hnanciera  del 
^Yasil,  en  L6ndres.  Se  especifica  que  deberin  acuRarse  50,000,000  de  piezas  de 
^^  reis  y  100,000,000  de  100  reis.  La  moneda  habri  de  contener  un  25  por 
*<nto  de  niquel  y  un  75  por  ciento  de  cobre;  el  peso  ser4  de  15  gramos  (23 1,480 
llanos)  para  las  monedas  de  200  reis,  y  de  10  gramos  (1 54,3 10  granos)  para  las  de 

00  reis.  El  importe  total  de  la  moneda  deberi  ser  entregado  dentro  de  ocho 
^cses  &  contar  de  la  fecha  del  contrato  y  los  postores  habriln  de  prestar  una  fianza 
^«  10,000  libras  esterlinas  ($50,000)  en  bonos  de  la  deuda  pdblica  del  Brasil. 

NOTA. — £1  valor  nominal  del  milreis  de  oro  es  de  54.6  centavos.     En  la  actualidad, 

1  valor  del  milreis  en  billetes  es  de  14  centavos  en  moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
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COMERCIO  CON  LOS  EST  ADOS  UNIDOS. 

Mr..  Thomas  L.  Thompson,  que  hace  poco  representaba  en 
el  Brasil  a  los  Estados  Unidos,  publico  en  el  "F'orum"  del  mcs 
de  marzo  un  largo  e  interesante  articulo  acerca  de  las  riquezas 
deaquel  pais  y  sobre  las  relaciones  comerciales  que  deberian  cxis- 
tir  entre  las  dos  republicas.  De  dicho  articulo  extractamos  lo 
siguiente : 

Sorprendc  lo  poco  que  los  comerciantes  americanos,  en  general,  sabcn,  no 
s61o  del  Brasil,  sino  de  todos  los  paises  que  quedan  al  Sur.  Ignoran  que  casi 
esti  terminada  la  via  f^rrea  que  permitiri  al  viajero  ir  de  Valparaiso  a  Bueoos 
Aires,  atravesando  el  continente  en  carros  tan  c6modos  como  los  de  Pulkian. 
*  *  *  Mientras  que  buscan  en  el  lejano  oriente  consumidores  para  d  cxoso 
de  producci6n  de  nuestro  pais,  tanto  agricola  como  industrial,  los  comerciantes 
americanos,  en  general,  descuidan  las  oportunidades  que  les  ofrece  una  vasta 
regi6n,  que,  comparativamente  hablando,  queda  i  sus  propias  puertas.  No 
aprecian,  al  mismo  tiempo,  el  hecho  de  que  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  cs  el  pab 
que  consume  en  mayor  escala  los  productos  de  la  America  del  Sur,  pagan  cons- 
tantemente  d  Europa,  en  la  forma  de  cambio,  un  enorme  tributo,  no  solamcntc 
en  lo  que  compran  en  aquel  mercado,  que  es  el  mis  inmediato  y  natural  que 
tienen,  sino  en  todo  lo  que  venden  alii.  Si  se  aprovecharan  las  ventajas  qucd 
citado  mercado  nos  ofrece,  el  consumidor  americano  no  solamente  ahorrariaio 
que  en  la  actualidad  paga,  en  forma  de  cambio,  &  su  activo  rival  europeo,  que 
se  le  ha  adelantado  en  la  explotaci6n  y  desarrollo  de  las  grandes  riquezas  de 
las  repdblicas  del  Sur,  sino  que  con  el  tiempo  haria  que  el  balance  del  trifico,hoy 
notablemente  en  contra  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  les  fuera  favorable.     *    ♦   * 

En  la  primera  ciudad  comercial  del  Brasil,  Rio  Janeiro,  que  ticnc  cerca  de 
750,000   habitantes,  no   existe  hoy  mis   que  una  casa  dc  comercio  amcricana, 
propiamente  hablando,  que  dispone  de  bastante  capital.      En  toda  la  rcpublica, 
que  cuenta  con  una  poblaci6n  de  16,000,000  de  almas,  no  hay  sino  dos  casasde 
comercio  como  la  citada.      La  colonia    americana   consta,    probablemcntc,  de 
1,500  personas  registradas,  contando  unos  pocos  compradores  de  cafe  (agcnics    , 
exclusivamente),  agricultores,  dependientes,  mecinicos,  dentistas  v  otros  hombres    ] 
de  profesi6n,  esparcidos   en   todo   el  pais,  mientras  que   las   colonias  ingtot    ' 
francesas,  alemanas,  portuguesas  y  espaiiolas  cuentan  con  millares  de  individuos 
que  representan  centenares  de  miles  de  pesos  invertidos  en  empresas  bancarias, 
mineras,   de   transportes  y   otras,   que   dejan   dividendos   lucrativos,     *    * 
Creo  que  el  Brasil  presenta  vasto  campo  i  la  energia  y  al  espiritu  dc  cmprc«,si 
van  bien  derijidos  y  sostenidos  por  suficiente  capital.     Es  cvidente  que  si  hubicraun 
gran  numero  de  americanos  inteligentes  y  activos  dedicados  i  empresas  indus- 
triales  en  el  Brasil,  podrian  hacer  mucho  para  desarrollar  las  riquezas  naturaics 
del  pais  y  aumentar  sus  recursos,  asi  como  en  el  sentido  de  llcvar  su  iriiico  ilos 
Estados  Unidos. 
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OPORTUNIDADES  PARA  LOS  NEGOCIOS, 

Mr.  Charles  P.  King,  americano  residente  en  Rio  Janeiro  y 
omerciante  comisionista,  escribe  lo  siguiente  en  el  "  Farm 
Machinery,"  sobre  el  prospecto  comercial  del  Brasil.  Mr.  King 
10  recomienda  el  establecimiento  en  el  Brasil  sin  capital  suficiente, 
jcro  refiriendose  a  los  que  cuentan  con  capital,  dice : 

Se  presentan  aqui  espl6ndidas  oportunidades  para  establecer  casi  toda  clase 
ie  industrias  manufactureras.  £1  pafs  apenas  produce  nada  de  lo  que  consume, 
^os  panos  y  telas,  el  calzado,  los  articulos  de  ferreteria,  los  instrumentos  de 
gricultura  y  en  general  todos  los  artfculos  de  uso  mas  com6n  son  importados 
lei  cxtranjero.  Los  derechos  de  importaci6n  son  muy  fuertes  y  esta  circuns- 
ancia  permitiria  i  los  fabricantes  del  Brasil  vender  sus  productos  con  un 
norme  provecho. 

Los  Estados  Unidos  s61o  cuentan  con  una  pequena  parte  del  comercio  de  esta 
Lepublica,  y  no  hay  ninguna  Hnea  americana  de  buques  mercantes  que  haga 
iages  i  los  puertos  del  Brasil.  Si  nuestros  industriales  y  comerciantes  adopta- 
^n  un  sistema  mejor,  un  ndmero  considerable  de  transacciones  comerciales 
cndria  lugar  entre  los  dos  paises.  En  primer  lugar  es  necesario  hacer  como 
acen  los  ingleses,  los  alemanes  y  los  Franceses;  estos  paises  tienen  sus  agendas 
egularmente  establecidas  y  ponen  estas  agencias  i  cargo  de  personas  que  hablan 
1  idioma  del  pafs.  Un  comerciante  americano  envia  uno  de  sus  comisionistas 
1  Brasil,  el  cual  ni  conoce  las  costumbres  del  pafs  ni  sabe  hablar  una  palabra 
c  portugu6s ;  y  este  comisionista  vuelve  4  los  Estados  Unidos  6  informa  i  su 
omitcnte  que  no  hay  negocios  que  hacer  en  aquel  pafs  y  que  no  ha  podido 
cnder  sus  g^neros,  siendo  asf  que  dicho  comisionista  no  tuvo  otros  medios  que  el 
c  signos  y  gestos  para  expresar  sus  ideas.  Los  europeos,  adem&s,  conceden  largo 
r^dito  i  los  comerciantes  locales.     Este  sistema  ha  imperado  por  mucho  afios, 

i  los  sud-americanos  les  disgusta  el  sistema  do  los  yankees  de  exijir  el  efectivo 
fi  plazos  de  treinta  dias ;  ellos  preficren  no  comerciar  con  un  pafs  que  tan  cxi- 
cmc  se  muestra  en  los  pagos.  Por  supuesto  los  ingleses  y  alemanes  que  con- 
cden  cr6ditos  i  largos  plazos,  obtienen  considerable  provecho  del  tiempo  de 
spcra,  y  el  riesgo  que  corren  es  muy  pequefio.  No  existe  raz6n  alguna  que 
^pida  i  los  americanos  adoptar  este  mismo  sistema ;  y  tendrin  que  hacerlo  asf 
i  quieren  asegurar  el  comercio  con  este  pafs. 


COLOMBIA. 

su  RIQUEZA  MINERAL. 

El  sur  del  Africa,  la  Australia  y  otros  lugares  remotos  del 
lundo  llamaron,  en  los  ultimos  anos,  la  atencion  de  personas  de 
«   Estados    Unidos  y  del  continente  europeo  a  causa  de   las 
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inmensas  riquezas  no  explotadas  que  encerraban.  Una  vez 
adquirido  el  grado  de  desarrollo  a  que  debian  llegar  en  condi- 
clones  normales,  el  espiritu  de  empresa  quedo  en  el  case  de  bus- 
carlas  mas  cerca  de  sus  centros.  La  Republica  de  Colombia 
ofrece  hoy  mayores  oportunidades  y  ejerce  mayor  atraccion  en  cstc 
campo.  En  las  ultimas  semanas  se  han  formado  en  Londres  yen 
el  continente  europeo,  varias  companias  nuevas  para  explolar  las 
maravillosas  riquezas  minerales  de  aquel  pais. 

El  "Engineering  and  Mining  Journal," que  se  publica  en  la 
ciudad  de  Nueva  York,  trae  en  el  numero  correspondiente  al  30 
de  abril,  una  extensa  e  interesante  descripcion,  debida  a  la  pluma 
de  Mr.  Francis  C.  Nicholas,  acerca  de  los  yacimientos  de  orodc 
Colombia  y  los  trabajos  que  hoy  se  estan  haciendo  alii.  Porvcnir 
de  fuente  tan  fidedigna  reproducimos  en  el  Boletin  MensualIos 
siguientes  extractos  del  informe  de  Mr.  Nicholas: 

La  presente  relaci6n  esti  basada  en  las  exploraciones  hechas  en  Colombia, 
desde  el  golfo  de  Dan6n,  cruzando  el  pais  hasta  el  Paclfico  hasta  mis  abajo  de 
Buenaventura;  desde  los  limites  orientalcs  de  la  Repdblica,  cerca  de  Venezudi, 
al  trav6s  del  pais  hasta  el  rio  Magdalena  y  desde  la  costa  septentrional  hain 
las  regiones  interiores  de  los  Andes.  En  t^rminos  generales,  Colombia  sc  paede 
dividir  en  cuatro  periodos  de  formaci6n  geol6gica : 

1.  Las  regiones  auriferas,  que  se  extienden  desde  el  Ecuador  al  trav6sde  li 
parte  central  del  occidente  del  pais  por  Anti6quia,  cruzando  el  rio.  Magdalena, 
hasta  un  punto  en  el  Estado  de  Santander  y  quetermina  en  losdistritos  del  alto 
Estado  Bolivar. 

2.  Cadenas  de  mon tafias  4  ambos  lados  de  las  regiones  aurSferas,  que  revelao 
sedimentos  dislocados  no  auriferos  en  si  pero  que  contienen  dep6siios  de  oro 
de  placer,  que  pareccn  tener  orfgen  en  las  regiones  auriferas  adyaccntcs. 

3.  Las  vastas  regiones  al  norte  de  las  montafias  y  al  sudeste  en  direcci6D  al 
Amazonas,  donde  existen  sedimentos  inferiores,  pantanos  y  ci^ncgas  dc  poco 
interns  para  el  minero. 

4.  Las  inmensas  Cordilleras  aisladas  de  la  Sierra  Nevada  de  Santa  Marta, 
que  corre  por  toda  la  regi6n  oriental  de  la  costa  del  norte. 

Una  descripci6n  detallada  presentaria  muchas  cxcepcioncs  i  estas  considc- 

raciones  generales;  por  cjemplo,  en   las  Cordilleras  orien tales  que  corrcn  hiaa 

Venezuela,  hay  masas  de  rocas  volcinicas,  siendo  frccuentes  las  violcnias  accio- 

nes  seismicas;  en  las  cordilleras  occiden tales  existen  formaciones  igneas  roczdadas. 

El  istmo  de  Panamd,  que  por  muchos  respectos  difiere  dc  las  otras  porcioncs  dc 

Colombia,  no  esti  incluido  aqui. 

******* 

En  Colombia  existen,  indudablemente,  placeres  de  oro  dc  gran  valor,  algunos     1 
formados  por  la  erosi6n  que  se  efectda  en  las  regiones  auriferas  y  otros  por 
movimientos  secundarios  en    los  dep6sitos  que  han  sido  arrojados  dc  sus  poa- 
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clones  originales ;  en  6stas  formaciones  la  cuescion  que  se  debe  estudiar  es  la 
extension  del  terreno  cuya  erosi6n  ha  venido  i  formar  concentraciones  y 
dep6sitos  auHferos.  Esto  se  aplica  tambi^n  i  los  rios,  muchos  de  los  cuales 
condenen  incuestionablemente  oro  en  grandes  cantidades.  Desgraciadamente, 
sin  embargo,  el  lecho  de  roca  es  muy  suave  y  las  corrientes,  por  lo  general,  lo 
ban  corroido  i  tal  profundidad  que  es  imposible  voltearlo.  Algunos  de  los  rios 
estin  bien  situados  para  6sta  clase  de  explotaci6n,  pero  se  debe  recordar,  al 
pensar  en  empresas  semejantes,  que  los  rios  no  pasan  frecuentemente  por  forma- 
ciones auriferas,  y  dadas  estas  condiciones  la  principal  consideraci6n  debe  ser  la 
cantidad  de  material  superficial  que  ha  sido  arrastrado  al  rio ;  naturalmente,  debe 
tomarse  enconsideracidn  tambi^n  que  la  cantidad  de  material  que  ha  sido  arras- 
trado hasta  un  rio,  situado  de  suerte  que  se  pueda  revolver  su  lecho,  no  es  tan 
grande  como  en  los  rios  menos  profundos,  que  desaguan  en  superficies  de  terreno 
mis  extensas. 

Estas  consideraciones  son  simplemente  una  revista  general  de  ciertas  condi- 
dones  referentes  i  las  minas  de  oro  de  Colombia,  tal  y  como  se  han  encontrado 
en  las  referidas  formaciones  geol6gicas. 

Con  relaci6n  &  las  minas  de  oro  de  Colombia,  en  general,  se  debe  tener  cuidado 
en  escoger  entre  los  miles  de  miles  de  minas  que  han  sido  declaradas  y  para  las 
cuales  hoy  se  solicitan  mercados.  Las  leyes  de  Colombia,  para  adquirir  esta 
clase  de  propiedades,  son  muy  liber  ales  y  cuesta  muy  poco  conseguir  el  titulo.  Por 
csta  raz6n  son  numerosos  los  duefios  de  minas  y  en  beneficio  de  los  que  deseen 
ocuparsc  en  este  trabajo,  diremos  que  el  pais  esti  ya  bastante  lleno  de  ellos ; 
pcro  los  sindicatos  u  otros  que  inviertan  alii  sus  capitales,  encontrardn  excelente 
campo  para  trabajar,  teniendo  en  cuenta  las  condiciones  muy  liberales  de  los 
duenos  de  minas  que  no  pueden  tener  la  esperanza  de  explotarlas  por  si  mismos. 
Puedc  ser  de  interns  para  los  americanos  que  recuerdan  la  espec\ilaci6n  y 
<luiebra  desastrosa  de  la  Compafiia  Minera  del  Cristo,  saber  que  6sta  propiedad 
^ti  produciendo  todavia  y  que  por  algunos  aiios  ha  dado  buenos  rendimientos. 
£sta  mina,  despu6s  que  la  compafiia  quebr6,  fu6  tomada  (en  pago  de  los  sueldos 
vcncidos)  por  los  empleados  de  Colombia  que  vendieron  la  propiedad  i  un  sin- 
^icato  ingl6s  que  la  puso  en  explotaci6n,  pagando  i  los  tres  meses  el  valor  de  la 
CQinpra  y  todos  los  gastos  con  el  producto  de  una  rica  veta,  y  desde  entonces,  no 
obstante  ser  una  mina  de  plata,  lo  cual  es  desventajoso,  ha  dado  grandes  rendi- 
'^lentos  y  continua  dindolos. 

Las  regiones  mineras  del  Estado  de  Tolima,  donde  esti  situada  la  del  Cristo, 
^stin  todas  i  dos  6  tres  dias  de  distancia  de  la  ciudad  de  Honda.  Otras  minas 
^c  plata  se  est&n  explotando  en  esta  regi6n,  especialmente  la  antigua  mina  de 
^''ias,  que  muchos  consideran  como  la  propiedad  mejor  montada  de  Sud  Am6-  ' 
lea.  Se  dice  que  rinde  de  ;^4 0,000  i  ;£^5 0,000  por  afio,  sobre  la  base  de  50 
'^tavos  por  onza  de  plata. 

La  mina  del  Rosario  la  explota  una  compania  inglesa  con  buenos  resultados 
y  se  la  considera  como  una  propiedad  muy  rica.  La  de  Calamante  la  explota 
^^bi^n  una  Compafiia  inglesa,  y  aunque  el  mineral  es  de  inferior  calidad  la 
Pi'opiedad  produce  buenos   resultados.      Todas  estas  son  minas  de  plata  que  se 

Bnll.  No.  11 7 


1946  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

explotan  por  medio  de  la  concentraci6n  del  mineral,  que  env{an  luego  i  Inglatena 
para  ser  tratado  alH. 

En  la  antigua  mina  de  Santa  Maria,  que  ha  estildo  en  explotaci6n  desde  1826, 
probablemente  se  abrir&n  de  nuevo  los  trabajos ;  pertenece  al  Gobierno  que  la  hi 
arrendado  i  unos  ingleses.  Las  excavaciones  han  llegado  quizis  hasta  1,000 
pies  y  el  mineral  que  produce  es  aprop6sito  para  ser  benefidado  alii  mismo. 
Esta  es  la  mina  que  daba  antes  la  plata  fina  con  que  estaban  hechas  las  andguas 
monedas  de  Colombia,  que  por  esta  raz6n  alcanzaban  un  premio  sobreotras 
monedas. 

En  el  Estado  de  Tolima  hay  extensos  placeres  de  oro,  muchos  de  los  cuales  se 
est&n  explotando  con  buenos  rendimientos.  La  propiedad  de  una  compaoia 
inglesa  la  *'  Columbian  Hydraulic/'  conocida  con  el  nombre  de  Mai  Paso,  da 
todavia  excelentes  resultados.  Excavaciones  hechas  recientemente,  despu^s  dc 
con  tar  un  falso  lecho  de  piedra  arcillosa  y  esquistos,  descubrieron  ricos  depositos 
de  cascajos  auriferos. 

Otra  compafiia  inglesa  esti  explotando  una  mina  conocida  con  el  nombre  de 
La  Rica,  donde  se  encuentran  grandes  lechos  de  cascajo  aurifero  en  las  con* 
diciones  mis  favorables  y  la  propiedad  esti  dando  buenos  rendimientos. 

La  mina  de  Cajongra  est&  en  explotacion  por  un  americano,  su  dueno,  y  hasta 
ahora  ha  pagado  los  gastos  mientras  se  ha  trabajado  h^cia  los  bancos  de  areiUL 
Los  cortes  se  est&n  haciendo  contra  un  buen  cascajo  y  se  espera  que  d6  favo- 
rables resultados.  Las  minas  conocidas  como  Orita  y  Malbar  son  explocadas 
por  compafiias  ingleses  y  dan  pequefios  rendimientos.  Tienen  grandes  bancos 
de  cascajo  y  mucha  agua.  Las  minas  de  Barito  y  Tablaza  son  tambi^n  explota- 
das  por  compafiias  inglesas,  pero  hasta  ahora  no  han  dado  resultados.  Una 
compafiia  inglesa  compr6,  y  se  est&  preparando  para  abrir,  las  minas  de  Paro- 
quio  donde  hay  mucha  agua  y  los  prospectos  son  excelentes. 

La  mina  de  Pavas  la  explota  una  compafiia  france^a,  que  ha  Uevado  agoa  i 
trav6s  del  rio  Guarino  por  medio  de  un  sif6n  que  tiene  una  caida  de  z.ooo  pics, 
cmpleindose  al  pie  de  ^sta  una  tuberia  muy  resistente.  Cuando  se  solt6,  el  agoa 
sali6  con  gran  fuerza  i  trav6s  del  hierro  aun  cuando  no  se  podian  ver  aperturas 
de  ninguna  especie.  Las  uniones  eran  herm6ticas  y  los  tubos  estaban  reforzados 
con  bandas  de  hierro.  La  propiedad  tiene  rico  cascajo,  se  emplea  un  procedi- 
miento  patentado  y  se  mantienen  secretos  resultados.  Se  crce  que  cstin  ha- 
ciendo mucho  dinero  y  parece  que  est&n  satisfechos  de  los  rendimientos. 

En  Tolima  hay  todavia  una  gran  extensi6n  de  placeres  de  oro  que  no  sc  ban 
explotado,  casi  toda  en  manos  de  propietarios  del  pais  que  aguardan  la  oportu- 
nidad  de  disponer  de  sus  propiedades. 

En  el  Estado  de  Anti6quia  hay  muchas  minas  que  se  estfin  explotando  en 
pequefia  escala  con  maquinaria  imperfecta  y  dan  buenos  resultados.  La  ncjor 
de  ellas  es  probablemente  la  mina  Pedro  y  la  explotaci6n  del  cascajo  cscojido 
rinde  como  $5,000  por  mes.  Hay  varias  minas  de  cuarzo  y  placeres  que  dan 
tan  poco  como  $500  por  ano,  pero  muchos  de  ellos  producen  ordinariamcntedc 
$1,000  i  $3,000  por  mes.  Muchas  personas  se  ocupan  durante  la  cstaci6n  seca 
de  lavar  oro  en  los  rios  ganando  en  ^sta  operaci6n  de  $1  &  $2  por  dia;  algooas 
veces  corren  con  mis  suerte. 
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Los  embarques  de  oro  hechos  de  Medellin,  Capital  del  Estado,  se  calculan  en 
1300,000  per  mes.  El  23  dc  febrcro  una  recua  de  mulas  entreg6  en  Puerto 
»arrios  $1,240,000  en  oro,  procedente  delugaresdel  interior,  pero  en  su  mayor 
arte,  segiin  se  dijo,  de  la  mina  Cristales  que  explota  una  compafila  francesa. 
•a  mina  de  La  Pluma,  explotada  por  una  compafiia  inglesa,  esti  dando  tambi6n 
csultados  excelentes. 

Los  intereses  mineros  son  probablemente  mis  activos  en  Anti6quia  que  en 
inguna  otra  parte  de  la  Republica,  pero  i  causa  de  la  riquezayde  los  dep6sitos 
ay  m&s  oriundos  del  pais  que  trabajen  con  maquinaria  imperfecta,  que  compa- 
ias  extranjeras  con  equipos  modernos. 

En  la  parte  baja  de  Anti6quia,  i  lo  largo  de  los  rfos  Cauca  y  Nache,  hay 
luchas  minas  en  explotaci6n  y  una  y  dos  grandes  compaiiias  inglesas  est&n  ex- 
lorando  minas  de  cuarzo.  El  oro  se  envia  directamente  i  Barranquilla.  Se 
ice  que  en  Anti6quia  hay  mucho  terreno  sin  ocupaci6n,  pero  soy  de  opini6n 
ue  los  mejores  lugares  ya  est&n  todos  occupados. 

En  las  regiones  del  Choco,  en  la  parte  occidental  de  Colombia,  pequefias  explo- 
aciones  y  lavaderos  i  la  mano  est&n  produciendo  cerca  de  $500,000   por  afto 

en  la  parte  sur  del  estado  del  Cauca  hay  muchos  trabajos  de.mano  y  de 
xclusa. 

CONTRATO  DE  FERROCARRIL. 

El  Departamento  de  Estado  ha  recibido  del  Ministro  Hart, 
fechada  en  Bogota  el  8  de  marzo,  copia  del  contrato  celebrado 
con  el  Senor  Juan  Bautista  Mannero  y  Trucco,  para  la  cons- 
truccion  de  un  ferrocarril  del  puerto  de  Girardot  a  la  sabana  de 
Bogota. 

El  concesionario  se  compromete  a  construir  el  ferrocarril  de 
Girardot  y  entregarlo  ya  terminado  al  cabo  de  cinco  anos.  Tam- 
3ien  esta  obligado  a  cambiar  la  via  actual  por  una  de  l  metro 
^39-37  pulgadas)  y  terminar  todos  los  trabajos  y  terraplenes  necesa- 
'ios;  cambiar  los  rieles  de  la  linea  por  otros  que  pesen  20  kilo- 
?ramos  (44  libras)  por  rnetro  lineal;  las  locomotoras,  por  otras 
lue  no  pesen  mas  de  30  toneladas  cada  una,  y  el  resto  del  material 
odante  por  otro  a  proposito  para  un  ferrocarril  de  un  metro  de 
'^ia,  Todo  esto  esta  comprendido  en  el  trabajo  que  habra  de  ejecu- 
^rse  en  los  cinco  anos.  Los  primeros  10  kilometros  (6.215 
villas)  de  Juntas  de  Apulo  a  Bogota,  deben  estar  concluidos 
Untro  del  termino  de  un  ano  a  contar  de  la  fecha  del  contrato. 
^z  felta  de  cumplimiento  hara  caducar  el  contrato,  a  menos  que 
^  pruebe  a  satisfeccion  del  Gobierno  que  esta  depende  de  causas 
fievitables. 

Todo  el  material  rodante  de  la  linea  que  se  esta  construyendo 
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y  la  que  se  esta  explotando  debe  estar  renovado  en  parte  y  hechas 
las  reparaciones  necesariasen  el  termino  de  ocho  meses  despuesdc 
aprobado  el  contrato,  de  modo  que  para  aquella  fecha  debe  habcr 
en  perfecta  condicion  tres  locomotoras  compuestas,  una  nucva  de 
25  toneladas,  dos  carros  para  pasajeros  de  primera  clase,  trcs  para 
los  de  segunda,  veinte  carros  de  carga  y  dos  para  cargar  ganado. 
Los  almacenes  del  puerto  de  Girardot  deben  ensancharse  lo  sufi- 
ciente  para  hacer  frente  a  las  necesidades  del  trafico. 

El  contratista  debe  dar  una  fianza  personal  de  $50,000  en  oro, 
aceptable  por  el  Ministro  de  Hacienda,  la  cual  pasara  a  scr  del 
tesoro  de  Colombia,  si  el  contratista  dejara  de  cumplir  todas  las 
obligaciones  por  el  contraidas. 


GUATEMALA. 

EMPRESAS  DE  FERROCARRILES  Y  VAPORES. 

El  Consul  General,  Mr.  Beaupr^,  comunica  de  Guatemala  al 
Departamento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  2  de  abril  de  1898,  que  la 
Asamblea  Nacional  de  Guatemala  autorizo  formalmentc  al  Prcsi- 
dente  Cabrera,  el  23  del  proximo  pasado,  para  arrendar  6  vender 
el  Ferrocarril  del  Norte  de  Guatemala,  6  celebrar  cualquiera  clasc 
de  contrato  que  tenga  por  objeto  asegurar  la  terminacion  de  aqucl, 
a  la  mayor  brevedad,  en  los  terminos  mas  ventajosos  para  la  nacioa 

Como  se  ha  dicho  repetidas  veces  en  el  BoletIn  Mensual,  la 
construccion  de  esta  linea  es  la  empresa  mas  importante  que  se  ha 
emprendido  en  Guatemala  desde  hace  mucho  tiempo.  Inicio 
la  obra  el  ultimo  Presidente  Barrios  y  fiie  el  proyecto  fiivorito 
por  el  tiempo  que  aquel  estuvo  en  el  poder.  Se  ha  temiinado 
la  parte  de  la  linea  desde  Puerto  Barrios,  en  el  Golfo  de  Hon- 
duras, a  San  Augustin,  una  distancia  de  133  millas;  el  resto 
de  la  linea  hasta  la  ciudad  de  Guatemala  (unas  56  millas)  ha  sido 
ya  estudiado ;  la  linea  ha  sido  trazada,  y  la  practicabilidad  de  su 
construccion  plenamente  demostrada.  Cuando  se  termine  estc 
ferrocarril,  seran  accesibles  las  secciones  cafetaleras  mas  ricas  de  la 
Republica;  quedaran  abiertas  al  trafico  las  ricas  regiones  minerasj' 
fbrestales,  y  se  espera  que  la  linea  ofrezca  a  esta  parte  del  pais  las 
oportunidades  para  un  amplio  desarrollo,  por  tan  to  tiempo  deseado. 
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Puerto  Barrios  esta  a  unas  800  millas  de  Nueva  Orleans,  y  tan 
pronto  como  se  abra  al  trafico  esta  linea,  las  mercancias  americanas 
podran  ser  facilmente  transportadas  y  los  comerciantes  americanos 
podran  ir  comoda  y  prontamente  a  los  mercados  de  Guatemala, 
aumcntandose  considerablemente  de  esta  suerte  el  comercio  de  los 
Estados  Unidos. 

El  Consul  General,  Mr.  Beaupre,  hablando  de  la  oportunidad 
para  comprar  6  arrendar  la  linea,  dice : 

Los  capitalistas  extranjeros  comprenden  bien  la  importancia  de  cste  fcrrocarril 
desde  el  punto  de  vista  de  los  negocios,  y  yo  creo  que  no  cabe  la  menor  duda  de 
qae  su  tenninaci6n  ser&  un  hecko  dentro  de  tres  afios.  Los  americanos  que 
dcsccn  invertir  su  dinero  en  empresas  extranjeras,  deben  fijar  su  atenci6n  en  estc 
fcrrocarril.  Puede  obtenersc  una  valiosa  concesi6n  y  completarse  el  ferrocarril 
por  la  mitad  de  su  costo  original. 

La  Asamblea  Nacional  concedio  tambien  facultades  al  Presi- 
dcnte  para  celebrar  un  contrato  con  la  Compaflia  de  Vapores  del 
Pacifico— asociacion  inglesa — y  la  Compania  Sud  Americana  de 
Vapores  de  Chile,  para  el  transporte  de  la  correspondencia  entre 
Ocos,  puerto  de  Guatemala,  y  Chile.  El  precio  habra  de  ser 
$15,000  por  ano,  que  habra  de  aumentarse  hasta  $30,000  cuando 
cstos  vapores  extiendan  su  servicio  hasta  San  Francisco. 

Sc  ha  hecho  observar  en  numeros  anteriores  del  BoletI n  M  ensual, 
que  estas  dos  lineas  de  vapores,  cuyo  termino  por  el  norte  era 
Panama,  han  extendido  recientemente  su  servicio  a  los  puertos  de 
la  America  Central  con  el  fin  de  Uegar  hasta  San  Francisco. 

Como  complemento  de  lo  antedicho,  el  Consul  General  Beaupre 
infomia  al  Departmento  de  Estado,  con  fecha  6  de  abril,  que  el 
Gobiemo  de  Guatemala  ha  celebrado  un  contrato  con  los  Sres. 
MAYand  Jekyll,  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  para  explotar 
cl  Ferrocarril  del  Norte,  recibiendo  del  Gobiemo  una  prima  de 
$40*000  por  mes.  Ha  sido  nombrado  gerente  general,  con  resi- 
dencia  oficial  en  Puerto  Barrios,  Mr.  J.  T.  Norton,  unamericano. 
El  contrato  comenzo  a  correr  desde  el  1  °  de  abril. 

ESTADO  DEL  COMERCIO. 

Scgun  un  informe  oficial  fi'ances,  publicado  en  el  "  Nouveau 

Monde,"  el  valor  de  la  exportacion  de  Guatemala  en  1896  y  anos 

precedentes,  excedio  considerablemente  al  de  la  importacion.     La 
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exportacion  fue  de  23,085,000  de  pesos  y  la  importacion  dc 
9,143,000.  El  informe  agrega  que  la  riqueza  cafetalera  csta 
principalmente  en  manos  de  alemanes,  la  mayor  parte  de  los 
cuales  no  residen  en  Guatemala.  Por  consiguiente,  los  pro 
ductos  de  esta  industria  son  remitidos  a  Alemania,  en  vez  dc 
gastarse  en  el  pais. 

Los  intereses  alemanes  en  Guatemala  se  calculan  en  mas  de 
1 50,000,000  de  marcos.  Los  alemanes  han  contribuido  mucho 
al  desarrollo  de  la  riqueza  agricola  del  pais. 


HONDURAS. 

CONCESI6N  PARA  ABRIR  A  LA  NAVEGACION  EL  RfO  PATUCA. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Little,  Consul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Teguci- 
galpa, comunica  a  esta  Oficina  que  en  la  ultima  sesion  ordinaria 
del  Congreso  a  Honduras,  se  otorgo  una  concesion  a  Mr.  John  E. 
Wood  y  asociados,  de  Cleveland,  Ohio,  para  canalizar  la  entrada 
del  no  Patuca  y  navegar  sus  aguas.  A  continuacion  se  da  un 
resumen  de  las  condiciones  de  la  concesion. 

El  concesionario  se  obliga  a  canalizar  la  boca  del  rio  para  dar 
entrada  a  buques  de  poco  calado,  y  a  construir  un  muclle  y  una 
aduana.  Tambien  se  le  autoriza  para  establecer  y  explotar  una 
linea  de  vapores  desde  la  boca  del  rio  hasta  unas  1  jo  millas  arriba. 

En  consideracion   al  cumplimicnto  de  las  estipulacioncs  p 
enumeradas,  el  concesionario  percibira  los  derechos  dc  mucllajc 
que  hayan  de  pagar  los  articulos  que  entren  el  rio,  ya  sea  para  la 
exportacion  6  ya  para  la  importacion ;  tienen  tambien  los  conc^ 
sionarios  el  derecho  exclusivo  de  navegar  el  rio  por  medio  dc 
vapores  6  de  otros  buques,  por  un  periodo  de  diez  anos,  y  sc  b 
otorgan  asimismo  preferencias  en  las  concesiones  para  la  construo 
cion  de  un  ferrocarril  desde  el  punto  de  partida  de  la  navcgacion 
a  todos  los  puntos  en  el   Departamento  de  Olancho,  asi  cocao 
tambien  se  les  conceden  ciertas  facilidades  para  lacolonizaciondc 
aquella  parte  del  pais.     Tambien  recibira  el  concesionario  100,000 
hectareas  (247, no  acres)  de  terreno  nacional. 

El  Consul  Little  dice  que  el  rio  Patuca  es  el  mas  important 
del  pais,  y  que  si  el  plan  de  navegacion  se  Ueva  a  cabo,  quedara 
establecida  la  comunicacion  por  vapor  con  aquella  parte  del  p^^ 
que  se  considera  como  la  seccion  agricola  mas  rica  de  Honduras 
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MfiXICO. 

MENSAJE  LEIDO  POR  EL  PRESIDENTE  DE  LA  REPtJBLICA  AL 
ABRIRSE  EL  SEGUNDO  PERIODO  DE  SESIONES  DEL  19^  CON- 
GRESO  DE  LA  UNION,  EL  i^  pE  ABRIL  DE  1898. 

A  continuacion  publicamos  una  sinopsis  del  mensaje  del  Presi- 
dente  de  Mexico,  Don  Porfirio  Diaz,  leido  a  los  miembros  de 
ambas  camaras  el  i°  de  abril  de  1898,  al  abrirse  el  segundo  periodo 
de  sesiones  del  Congreso  1 9°. 

El  Presidente  felicita  al  pais  por  el  hecho  de  que  las  relaciones 
exteriores  continuan  con  el  caracter  de  amistosa  cordialidad  que 
iehzmente  ban  ofrecido  desde  hace  algunos  anos. 

Hablando  de  los  varies  establecimientos  de  beneficencia  de  la 
Republica,  y  especialmente  del  que  se  menciona  a  continuacion, 
dice: 

El  Nacional  Monte  de  Picdad  hizo,  durante  el  afio  de  1897,  pr^stamos  por 
cerca  de  dos  millones  seiscientos  cincuenta  mil  pesos,  suma  i  la  cual  no  habia 
Uegado  en  los  afios  anteriores.  Todas  las  demis  operaciones  de  esa  iitil  institu- 
ci6n  tuvieron  proporcionalmente  un  movimiento  considerable. 

Refiriendose  a  la  instruccion  piiblica,  el  Mensaje  dice : 

Los  exilmenes  semestrales  en  los  establecimientos  de  instrucci6n  primaria 
superior  de  la  capital,  de  las  cabeceras  de  las  prefecturas  y  los  tcrritorios,  se 
verificaron  con  regularidad,  asi  como  los  ex^menes  de  fin  de  ano  en  todas  las 
escuelas  elementales,  habiendo  aumentado  considerablemente  el  ndmero  de  6stos, 
pues  la  inscripci6n  total,  sin  computar  los  datos  del  Distrito  Sur  de  la  Baja  Cali- 
fornia, que  adn  no  se  reciben,  ascendi6  i  cincuenta  y  seis  mil  seiscientos  treinta 
y  ocho  alumnos.  Las  escuelas  nacionales  casi  en  su  totalidad  estin  dotadas 
abundantemente  de  los  muebles  y  dtiles  neccsarios. 

De  la  industria  minera,  el  Presidente  dice : 

Satisfactorio  es  el  estadp  que  guarda  en  la  Repiiblica  la  industria  minera* 
Durante  el  periodo  &  que  se  refiere  este  informe  se  han  expedido  novecientos 
^'ncucnta  y  siete  nuevos  titulos  que  amparan  ocho  mil  doscientas  noventa  y  siete 
P^ftenencias  de  una  hect&rea,  ascendiendo  i  siete  mil  cuatrocientos  setenta  y 
*^»s  los  titulos  expcdidos  con  arreglo  i  la  nueva  ley  del  ramo  y  que  comprenden 
"'^a  superficie  de  cincuenta  y  ocho  mil  quinientos  cuarenta  y  tres  hectireas. 

^a  exportaci6n  de  minerales  sigue  en  aumento,  pues  por  los  datos  publicados 

'iasta  ahora  se  ve  que  el  valor  de  los  minerales  exportados  durante  los  meses  de 

J**nio  i  noviembre  dltimos  ascendi6,  en  ndmeros  •  redondos,  i  treinta  y  nueve 

^^^loncs  dc  pesos,  contra  poco  m4s  de  veintiocho  millones  en  igual  semestre  de 

°96.     En  esa  exportaci6n  figura  la  plata  con  un  valor  de  treinta  y  cuatro 

**lones  de  pesos;  el  oro  con  mis  de   tres  millones,  y  el  plomo  con  un  mill6n 
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doscientos  mil  pesos.  Aparecen  tambi^n  exportados  el  antimonio  y  minerales 
de  zinc. 

Da  idea  del  movimiento  en  la  industria  minera,  el  que  se  observa  en  alguno  de 
los  grandes  establecimientos  metalurgicos,  fundados  al  amparo  de  concesioncs  del 
Gobierno.  La  fundici6n  central  de  Aguascalientes  recibi6  para  benedciar, 
durante  el  aiio  fiscal  de  1896  i  1897,  ciento  dos  mil  trescientas  cuarenta  y  nueve 
toneladas  m^tricas  de  minerales.  La  de  San  Luis  Potosi  en  el  mismo  periodo, 
cincuenta  y  siete  mil  seiscientas  cincuenta  y  tres;  y  la  gran  ixindici6nde  Monte- 
rrey, ciento  ochenta  y  cinco  mil  setecientas  treinta.  La  negociaci6n  de  la 
Velardefia  en  Durango,  benefici6  cincuenta  y  tres  mil  doscientas  cuarenta  tone- 
ladas. La  Compafiia  del  Boleo,  en  Baja  California,  fundi6  ciento  setenta  y  un 
mil  toneladas  de  mineral  de  cobre,  v  la  de  Mazapil  '-uince  mil  de  mineral  de 
cobre  y  plata. 

La  agricultura  presenta  asimismo  un  aspecto  halagador.  Se  ban  fundado 
algunas  grandes  empresas  agricolas,  los  cultivos  se  perfeccionan,  y  las  buenas 
cosechas  que  en  general  se  obtuvieron  en  el  afio  pasado,  permitir&n  que  esa 
industria  marche  con  mas  desembarazo  en  el  presente.  El  valor  de  la  producci6D 
agricola  en  el  afio  de  1 896  fu6  de  doscientos  veintidn  millones  de  pesos,  sin 
incluir  los  ganados,  los  productos  de  los  bosques,  ni  las  frutas. 

El  Mensaje  continua: 

Las  Icyes  sobre  aprovechamiento  de  aguas  de  jurisdicci6n  federal  han  despcr- 
tado  el  mayor  interes.  Sigue  siendo  considerable  el  ndmero  de  solicitudes  que 
se  presentan  i  la  Secretaria  del  ramo,  pidiendo  concesiones  para  usar  de  esas 
aguas  en  riegos  y  como  potencia. 

Con  arreglo  i  la  ley  de  industrias  nuevas,  se  abre  en  estos  dias  en  cl  Distrito 
Federal  una  gran  fabrica  de  barro  vitrificado  y  en  virtud  de  la  concesi6n 
aprobada  por  el  Congreso,  comienza  en  Yucatan  sus  trabajbs  otra  ftbrica  de 
notable  importancia,  de  cabulleria  y  cordeleria. 

En  el  ramo  de  terrenos  baldios  se  han  realizado  tambi6n  operaciones  impor- 
tantes,  habi^ndose  reducido  i  propiedad  particular,  durante  el  perlodo  coinpren- 
dido  en  este  informe,  cuatrocientas  diez  y  nueve  mil  hectareas  de  icrrenos 
baldios  y  nacionales,  conforme  i  la  ley  de  la  materia.  Esta  superficie  qucda 
amparada  por  mil  cincuenta  y  dos  titulos,  de  los  que  se  expidieron  gratfiitainentc 
ochocientos  catorce.  Los  terrenos  enajenados  produjeron  la  amortizaci6n  de 
titulos  de  la  deuda  por  trescientos  veinticuatro  mil  setenta  y  un  pesos. 

En  materia  de  colonizaci6n  se  han  obtenido  algunos  buenos  rcsultados, 
aunque  en  modesta  escala.  No  puede  Mexico  por  ahora  ofrecer  aliciente  para 
simples  braceros,  pero  si,  ofrece  ventajas  para  emigrantes  con  pequeno  capital, 
como  lo  patentizan  los  ya  establecidos  en  colonias  formadas  con  extranjcro* 
laboriosos. 

Las  obras  del  puerto  de  Veracruz  se  prosiguen  con  toda  regularidad,  siendo 
de  lo  m4s  satisfactorio  el  resultado  que  ofrecen  hasta  ahora.  Los  vapores  de 
cabotaje  se  acoderan  ya  i  los  muelles  para  efectuar  su  carga  y  descarga. 

En  Tampico  se  termini  el  muelle  fiscal  de  mad  era,  y  antes  que  fuera  rccibido 
oficialmente,  qued6  destruido  por  un  incendio. 
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En  el  puerto  de  Coatzacoalcos  se  ha  practicado  un  canal  de  cuatro  metros  de 
proflindidad  con  relaci6n  i  marea  media.  Esto  ha  permitido  el  paso  sobre  la 
barra  i  vapores  que  antes  no  podian  entrar  en  la  ria.  Se  ha  celebrado  un 
nuevo  contrato  para  el  establecimiento  de  una  Ifnea  de  navegaci6n  entre  Gal- 
veston y  Veracruz,  tocando  en  Port  Arthur  y.  Tampico. 

Refiriendose  a  ferrocarriles,  dice  el  Mensaje : 

De  setiembre  de  1897,  i  la  fecha,  se  han  construido  trescientos  quince 
kil6nietros  de  vias  ferreas,  correspondiendo  ciento  cuatro  al  ferrocarril  de 
Coahuila  y  Zacatecas;  setenta  y  seis  i  ramales  particulares  que  enlazan  con 
las  lineas  federales;  cincuenta  y  cinco  al  de  Mexico  y  Cuernavaca;  veintid6s  al 
cl^ctrico  de  Jalapa,  diez  y  seis  al  de  M6rida  y  Campeche;  diez  y  siete  al  de 
Jalapa  i  Teocelo,  y  el  resto  i  los  ferrocarriles  de  Mdrida  i  Peto,  de  Hidalgo, 
Guanajuato  i  San  Luis,  Cazadero  i  Solis  y  Nautla  i  San  Marcos.  Las  Ifneas 
ferroviarias  en  su  conjunto  se  extienden  i  once  mil  ochocientos  sesenta  y  cuatro 
kil6metros,  numero  inferior  al  consignado  en  mi  ultimo  informe,  por  haber 
convenido  el  Gobierno  con  varias  empresas  en  la  8upresi6n  de  vias  que  no  se 
explotaban  debido  i  su  poca  importancia. 

Los  tranvias  construidos  con  autorizaci6n  de  los  Estados  Unidos  tienen  un 
desarrollo  de  doscientos  treinta  y  cuatro  kil6metros. 

De  setiembre  i  la  fecha  han  sido  otorgadas  doce  concesiones  de  ferrocarriles 
y  declaradas  tres  caducidades,  contindose  entre  las  primeras  la  reforma  de  la 
linea  que  ligar4  el  ferrocarril  de  Tehuantepec  con  los  dem&s  de  la  Repdblica. 

El  Mensaje  hace  referencia  a  varias  carreteras  construidas  ultima- 
mente  y  abiertas  al  servicio  publico;  y  pasa  despues  a  tratar  del 
scrvicio  postal  en  los  siguentes  terminos : 

La  venta  de  timbres  postales,  en  el  primer  semestre  del  actual  afio  econ6mico, 
iinporta  seiscientos  veintinueve  mil  quinientos  setenta  pesos,  producto  no  inferior 
^  de  este  ramo  cuando  los  timbres  tenian  doble  valor;  lo  cual  demuestra 
9«e  la  reducci6n  del  porte  ha  duplicado  en  tres  afios  el  movimiento  de  la 
correspondencia. 

El  importe  de  los  giros  postales  en  el  mismo  semestre,  da  un  aumento  de 
^^arcnta  por  ciento. 

Se  han  establecido  siete  nuevas  administraciones  de  correos  y  treinta  y  cuatro 
^^^xicias,  que  unidas  i  las  existentes  en  1®  de  julio  de  1897,  dan  un  total  de  mil 
^^^scientas  cincuenta  y  cinco  oficinas  locales. 

£1  servicio  postal  ha  quedado  establecido  en  todas  las  lineas  de  ferrocarriles, 
y  s^  desempefia  por  medio  de  noventa  y  una  oficinas  ambulantes,  servidas  por 
^^Uto  cincuenta  y  cinco  agentes. 

Se  ha  inaugurado  el  sistema  de  trasbordo  di recto  en  las  diversas  lineas  de 
'^^'rocar riles,  ahorrindose  asi  veinticuatro  horas  en  la  comunicaci6n  de  los 
*^stados  Unidos  del  Norte  y  Sur  de  la  Repdblica;  y  se  han  adoptado  otras 
^^didas  con  que  se  ganan  hasta  cuarenta  y  ocho  horas  en  la  correspondencia 
^^n  varias  naciones  de  Europa. 

La  red  telegrilfica  federal  ha  continuado  ensanch&ndose.     De  setiembre  i  la 
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fccha  se  han  construido  quinientos  sescnta  y  cinco  kil6metros  de  Uneas  nueras, 
se  han  corrcgido  los  trazos  de  algunas  de  las  antiguas  y  seguido  sustitaycndo  d 
hilo  de  hierro  por  el  bronce  fosforoso  en  varios  tramos  de  la  costa. 

En  el  alio  de  1 897  se  distribuyeron  un  mill6n  ochocieiKos  sesenta  v  cinco  mil 
trescientos  tres  mensajes. 

Pasando  al  ramo  de  Hacienda,  el  Presidente  manificsta  que 
despues  de  su  ultimo  informe  no  se  ha  verificado  cambio  alguno 
de  importancia  en  la  situacion  economica  del  pais,  ni  en  las  ccm- 
diciones  del  Tesoro  Federal.  Las  mismas  causas  que  en  el  ano 
pasado  venian  influyendo  en  fevor  del  desarroUo  de  la  industria  y 
del  comercio  de  exportacion,  si  bien  con  perjuicio  del  consume  dc 
efectos  extranjeros  y  de  los  cambios  sobre  el  exterior,  han  seguido 
obrando  en  estos  ultimos  meses,  con  mayor  6  menor  intensidad, 
sin  haber  ocurrido  ningiin  hecho  notable  que  pueda  indicar  la 
solucion  definitiva  del  problema  de  la  plata,  que  tanto  intercsa  a 
la  Repiiblica. 

Los  unicos  efectos  dignos  de  mencionarse  en  el  movimicnto  dc 
las  rentas  federales,  son :  en  sentido  adverso,  el  aumento  en  d 
importe  del  servicio  de  la  deuda  exterior  y  la  disminucion  que  sc 
advierte  en  los  derechos  de  importacion,  resultado  ineludiblc  del 
rapido  desenvolvimiento  de  nuestra  industria  fabril ;  y  en  sentido 
fevorable,  el  mayor  desarroUo  de  los  productos  del  timbre,  sin- 
toma  seguro  de  creciente  actividad  en  las  transacciones  interiorcs. 
En  conjunto  los  ingresos,  durante  el  primer  seinestre  del  aiio 
economico  actual,  fueron  de  veinticinco  millones  setecientos  mil 
pesos,  cifra  igual,  con  muy  corta  diferencia,  a  la  mitad  del  total 
producto  de  las  rentas  publicas  durante  el  ano  economico  anterior. 

La  ley  general  de  bancos,  dice  el  Presidente,  ha  seguido  produ- 
ciendo  los  frutos  que  de  ella  esperaba  el  Ejecutivo.  Las  conct- 
siones  otorgadas  con  arreglo  a  dicha  ley,  han  sido  debidaracnte 
cumplimentadas  en  los  plazos  fijados  por  los  convenios  respectivos 
y  hoy  cuenta  la  Republica  con  trcce  bancos  de  emision  en  plena 
actividad  en  los  Estados,  ademas  de  los  dos  grandes  bancos  que 
fiincionan  desde  hace  afios  en  esta  Capital,  con  numerosas  sucur- 
sales  en  toda  la  extension  del  territorio  mexicano. 

FUNDICION  DE  ACERO  EN  CHIHUAHUA. 

Dice  la  "Iron  Trade  Review"  que  la  compania  denominada 
" Wellman  Seaver  Engineering  Company"  ha  celebrado  contrato 
para  instalar  en  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  una  nueva  fragua  de  frcntt 
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►ierto  para  la  fabricacion  de  acero  por  el  procedimiento  basico. 
OS  Estados  Unidos  suministraran  la  mayor  parte  del  capital  y 
la  nueva  compania  se  ha  hecho  cargo  de  Uevar  a  cabo  la 
npresa.  Esta  sera  la  primera  fabrica  de  acero  de  la  Republica 
!  Mexico.  Sera  un  taller  montado  a  la  modema  en  todos 
ntidos,  con  los  aparatos  reformados  mas  recientes. 
La  Compaiiia  Industrial  Mexicana  tiene  abierto  un  taller  de 
aquinaria  para  laminacion  de  metales  en  Chihuahua,  que  empezo 
fimcionar  en  1892.  El  equipo  consta  de  dos  homos  de  gas 
Siemens,"  tres  trenes  de  cilindros  (8,  12  y  20  pulgadas),  un 
artinete  de  1,500  libras  y  siete  maquinas  de  cortar  clavos.  Su 
oduccion  anual  es  de  10,000  toneladas  de  hierro  en  barra,  pernos, 
ercas,  arandelas,  herraduras,  y  12,000  cunetes  de  clavos.  Los 
tazos  de  metal,  en  los  que  abunda  Mexico,  suministran  la  materia 
ima.  La  proyectada  fragua  de  frente  abierto  sera  situada 
oxima  a  la  maquina  laminadora,  y  la  mayor  parte  del  acero  sera 
bricado  con  retazos.  Hay  depositos  de  mineral  de  hierro  duro 
I  el  pais,  pero  no  estan  en  explotacion. 

HACIENDA  t  INDUSTRIAS.* 

Fechado  en  28  de  enero  de  1898,  el  Honorable  Powell  Clayton, 
[inistro  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Mexico,  envio  al  Departa- 
lento  de  Estado  una  exposicion  de  las  partidas  del  presupuesto 
ara  el  ano  fiscal  de  1898-99,  que  propuso  al  Congreso  de  Mexico 
[  Senor  Limantour,  Secretario  de  Hacienda. 

El  total  de  ingresos  para  el  ano,  basado  en  los  calculos  acostum- 
rados,  se  est  ima  en  $51,659,500,  6  sea  $549,383  mas  que  el  del 
Ro  fiscal  pasado.     Esto  no  obstante,  con  el  objeto  de  hacer  fi^ente 

un  pequeno  deficit  que  se  teme,  se  resolvio  gravar  con  un 
npuesto  la  fabracacion  de  bebidasalcoholicas.  Se  calcula  que 
icho  impuesto  producira  $450,000,  lo  cual  hace  que  el  total  de 
igresos  suba  a  $52,109,500; 

El  total  calculado  a  los  egresos  del  Gobierno  alcanza  a 
52,289,484.45,  de  suerte  que  el  presupuesto,  tal  y  como  ha  sido 
Uciado,  arrojara  un  superabit  de  $20,015.55. 

Tomando  en  consideracion  lo  abundante  de  las  cosechas  en  el 

^£n  este  informe  los  cilculos  son  hechos  en  moneda  de  Mexico.  £1  valor  del  peso 
^xicano,  segdn  el  avaldo  hecho  por  el  Director  del  Cufto  de  los  Estados  Unidos  el  i 
'  Enero  de  1898,  es  de  cuarenta  y  seis  centavos  en  moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos. 
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ano  pasado,  el  Senor  Limantour  espera  grande  aumento  en  la 

compra  de  mercancias  extrangeras  durante  el  ano  fiscal  en  consid^ 

racion  y,  desde   luego,   un    incremento   correspondientc   dc  Lis 

rentas   producidas   por   los    derechos  de    impoitacion,  asi  como 

tambien  el  impuesto  interno  del  timbre,  que  sera  mas  productivo 

cuanto  mayor  sea  el  comercio  interno. 

Los  ingresos  por  concepto  de  derechos  de  exportacion  se  calcu- 
lan  en  $  1 ,393,000,  producidos  como  sigue : 


Artlculos. 


Ingresos 

(ptati). 


£xportaci6n  de  maderas  nacionales  de  construcci6n  y  ebanisteria,  palo 
de  tinte  y  de  moral,  y  tr&nsito  de  maderas  extranjeras  (promedio 
entre  el  rendimiento  de  los  dos  <iltimos  aftos) 

Raiz  de  zacat6n,  que  ha  aumentado  en  productos,  suma  igual  al  aflo 
pasado 

Chicle,  que  se  halla  en  iguales  circunstancias 

Orchilla,  cuya  exp6rtaci6n  est4  concluyendo 

Henequ6n,  suma  igual  al  aflo  pasado 

Ixtle,  igual  al  producto  del  aflo  pasado 

Cueros  y  pieles  de  todo  g^nero,  que  est4  en  constante  alza,  cantidad 
igual  al  aflo  1896-97 

Caf^,  calculando  una  exportaci6n  de  18,000,000  de  kil6gramos  (39,682,800 
libras) 


Total  de  los  inscresos  por  exportaci6n, 


$225,000 

25.000 

42,000 

1,000 

43,000 

77,000 

630,000 


i,393'a» 


Bajo  el  ramo  de  "Impuestos  di versos  sobre  el  Comercio  Exte- 
rior" computado  sobre  los  ingresos  de  ^os  aiios  anteriorcs,  sccal- 
culan  las  siguientes  entradas : 


Ramos. 


(plau.) 


Dos  por  ciento  para  obras-de  los  puertos  sobre  $21,500,000  de  derechos 

de  importaci6n , 

Derechos  especiales  de  puerto 

Derechos  de  tonelada,  faro,  guarda,  y  almacenaje 

Derechos  de  patente  de  navegaci6n 

Derechos  de  practicaje  y  capitanias  de  puerto 

Derechos  de  sanidad , 

Derechos  sobre  facturas  consulares 

Derechos  por  ccrtificados  expedidos  por  c6nsules  y  legaciones 

Derechos  para  el  cobertizo  del  muelle  de  Veracruz 


Total 


1430,000 

47,000 

100,000 

1,000 

42,000 

73,000 

8,000 
37,000 


954. 


000 


Los  ingresos  producidos  por  la  venta  del  timbre  se  calculan  en 
$6,885,000,  iguales  a  los  del  presente  ano  fiscal.  Las  rentas  qu^ 
recaudara  la  Tesoreria  Nacional  de  los  Estados  se  computa  tn 
$5,450,000,  suma  que  corresponde  a  la  del  ano  fiscal  de  i895'T' 
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Al  referirse  a  la  mineria  de  oro  y  plata,  dice  el  Sr.  Limantour 
Lie  la  baja  de  la  plata  no  ha  impedido  el  aumento  de  la  produc- 
6n  de  dicho  mineral  en  Mexico,  mientras  que  en  otros  praises  se 
tan  cerrando  los  establecimientos  mineros.  Esto  lo  atribuye  al 
mocimiento  cada  vez  mas  profiindo  de  las  riquiezas  naturales  de 
[exico,  al  empleo  de  los  adelantos  modernos  en  el  tratamiento  de 
s  minerales  y  en  la  explotacion  minuciosa  de  este,  y  asevera  que 

extraccion  de  la  plata  puede  hacerse  con  provecho  aun  cuando 
I  precio  bajara  mas.  Como  la  produccion  del  oro  tambien  ha 
nido  incremento,  se  espera  que  el  impuesto  minero  poreste  con- 
rpto  muestre  un  ligero  aumento  tambien,  comparado  con  el  del 
lo  fiscal  pasado.  Se  calcula  que  por  este  respecto  se  percibira 
la  renta  de  $2,730,000.  El  presupuesto  del  impuesto  sobre  el 
baco  es  igual  al  del  ano  anterior  $1,225,000.  El  impuesto  sobre 
ccholes  se  calcula  en  $818,000. 

Se  computa  en  $20,000,000  el  ingreso  total  producido  por  la 
nta  del  timbre.  Calciilanse  en  $1,260,000  los  derechos  de 
nonedacion,  ensayo  y  otros  analogos,  y  por  derechos  de  marcas  de 
brica  y  patentes  de  invencion,  la  suma  de  $20,000. 

El  presupuesto  de  los  ingresos  federales  por  contribuciones 
irectas,  en  el  Distrito  Federal  y  en  los  Territorios,  se  estima  en 
2,51 1,000  lo  que  arroja  un  pequeno  incremento  sobre  las  entradas 
el  ano  pasado  por  este  respecto. 

Se  calculan  los  productos  de  ferrocarril  de  Tehuantepec  en 
1180,000. 

La  exposicion  abarca  tambien  varios  otros  ramos  que  son 
iiente  de  ingresos  para  el  Gobiemo.  Solo  se  han  enumerado 
iqui  los  principales. 

EGRESOS. 

El  cuadro  siguiente  repriesenta  los  egresos  presupuestos  a  los 
liversos  ramos  del  servicio  publico.  Es  de  notarse  que  la  cuenta 
'c  gastos  en  el  presupuesto  general  para  el  proximo  ano  fiscal, 
Jcanza  a  $1,707,500  mas  que  en  el  ano  en  curso.  Debe  tenerse 
■^  cuenta,  sin  embargo,  que  una  gran  parte  de  esta  suma  esta 
'cstinada  a  subvenir  a  los  gastos  ocasionados  por  las  grandes 
^^joras  contratadas  para  los  puertos  de  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico, 
-oatzacoalcos,  S^lina  Cruz  y  otras  empresas  publicas.  Ademas, 
^  calculos  estan  basados  sobre  pesos  de  a  cuarenta  y  seis  centavos. 
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que  es  el  valor  que  se  les  ha  asignado  en  el  proximo  ano  fiscal, 
mientras  que  para  el  corriente  ano  el  cambio  se  calculo  a  la  rata 
de  cuarenta  y  ocho  centavos,  diferencia  que,  por  si  sola,  sube  a 
$636,320. 


Ramo. 


Poder  Legislative 

Poder  Ejecutivo 

Poder  Judicial 

Secretaria  de  Relaciones 

Secretaria  de  Gobernaci6n  . . . 

Secretaria  de  Justicia 

Secretaria  de  Fomento 

Secretaria  de  Comunicaciones 
Administraci6n  de  Hacienda. 

Deuda  Pdblica. 

Secretaria  de  Guerra 

Total 


Presupuesto, 
1897-98  (plata). 


$1,018, 
80, 

433. 

53l» 
3, 652, 
2,  288. 

742. 

5. 450. 
6,069, 

18,  853, 
ii»450, 


643- 90 
968.60 

051.80 
741.  50 

817.45 
052.  85 

973.  II 
217.45 
552.  85 
768.00 
196.47 


50,  581,  983. 98 


Presapoesto, 
1898-99  (Pl*t*). 


♦41.018, 
80, 

444. 

543. 

3.6S5, 

2,3". 

741. 

5. 627. 

6, 121, 

19.964. 
11,750. 


643-90 
968.60 

654,15 

467. 5S 
272.3$ 

560.75 
874.66 

544.09 
229^9'^ 
268.00 
00a  00 


52,289,484.45 


Ramo. 


Poder  judicial i 

Secretaria  de  Relaciones. . . . , 
Secretaria  de  Gobernaci6n  . . . 

Secretaria  de  Justicia 

Secretarfa  de  Fomento , 

Secretaria  de  Comunicaci6n 
Administraci6n  de  Hacienda, 

Deuda  Pdblica .• 

Secretaria  de  Guerra , 


Total 


Aumcnto 

(plaU). 


$1,602.35 
II,  726.  05 
32..455.40 
23.  507.  90 


177,  326.  64 

.    51.677.05 

1, 1 10,  500.00 

299.  803.  53 


I,  708.  598.  92 


Disminndte 

(pUta). 


$1,098.45 


1,092.45 


VfAS  DE  COMUNICACI6N  CON  T.OS    PRINCIPALES  CENTROS 

COMERCIALES. 

La  siguiente  lista  comprende  los  nombres  de  las  varias  vias  de 
comunicacion  utilizables  en  el  comercio  con  los  principales  mcr- 
cados  del  pais. 

PARA  LA  CIUDAD  DE  MEXICO. 

Via  Veracrdz  y  del  Ferrocarril  Mexicano  Interoce&nico. 

Via  Tampico  y  Ferrocarril  Central  Mexicano. 

Via  Laredo  y  del  Ferrocarril  Nacional  Mexicano. 

Via  de  Picdras  Negras  y  Ferrocarriles  Internacional  y  Central  Mcxicanos. 

Via  de  Paso  del  Norte  y  del  Ferrocarril  Central  Mexicano. 

PARA  GUADALAJARA. 

Via  de  Veracrdz  y  Ciudad  de  Mexico  y  del  Fcrrocarril'Central  Mcxicana 
Via  de  Tampico  y  Ferrocarril  Central  Mexicano. 
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Via  de  Piedras  Negras  y  Ferrocarriles  Internacional  y  Central  Mexicanos. 
Via  de  Paso  del  Norte  y  Ferrocarril  Central  Mexicano. 

PARA  PUEBLA. 

Via  de  Vcracriiz  y  Ferrocarril  Mexicano  Interoce&nico. 
Via  de  las  Aduanas  de  la  frontera  del  Norte,  por  la  Ciudad  de  Mexico,  y  el 
Ferrocarril  Mexicano  6  Mexicano  Interoceinico. 

PARA  SAN  LUIS  POTOSf. 

Via  Tampico  y  Ferrocarril  Central  Mexicano. 
Via  Laredo  y  Ferrocarril  Nacional  Mexicano. 

PARA  MONTEREY. 

Via  Tampico  y  Ferrocarril  de  Montcry  y  el  Golfo. 
Via  Laredo  y  Ferrocarril  Nacional  Mexicano. 

PARA  CHIHUAHUA. 

Via  Paso  del  Norte  y  Ferrocarril  Central  Mexicano. 

Via  Tampico  y  Ferrocarril  Central  Mexicano. 

Via  Veracruz,  Ciudad  de  Mexico  y  Ferrocarril  Central  Mexicano. 

PARA  DURANGO. 

Via  Piedras  Negras  y  Ferrocarril  Internacional  Mexicano. 
Via  Veracrfiz,  Ciudad   de  Mexico  y  Ferrocarriles  Central  6  Internacional 
Mexicanos. 
Via  de  Tampico  y  Ferrocarriles  Central  6  Internacional  Mexicanos. 

PARA  OAXACA. 

Via  Vcracrdz,  Ciudad  de  Puebla  y  Ferrocarril  Mexicano  del  Sur. 
Via  de  las  Aduanas  de  la  frontera,  Ciudad  de  Mexico  i  Puebla  y  Ferrocarril 
Mexicano  del  Sur. 


SANTO  DOMINGO. 

AUMENTO  EN  LAS  TARIFAS. 

•Gl  Gobiemo  dominicano  ha  hecho  las  siguientes  alteraciones 
'^   las  tarifes  de  aduana  que  empezaran  a  regir  en   i°  de  abril 


^^  1898. 


^^gdn  el  articulo  1®,  se  crea  un  recargo  de  10  por  ciento  sobre  los  derechos 

^duana  vigentes,  el  cual  se  destina  exclusivamente  para  la  garantia  y  pago  de 

obligaciones  contraidas  por  el  Gobierno  con  motivo  de  las  operaciones  que  se 

^ti  Uevando  i  cabo  para  la  conversi6n  de  la  deuda  extranjera  denominada 

^Onos  de  oro  consolidados  del  4  por  ciento,  1893,  y  los  consolidados  de  la 

^*amaci6n  franco-americana  de  1895." 

^  ^cgfin  el  articulo  2°,  el  tiempo  y  forma  en  que  ha  de  empezar  i  regir  el  ante- 
^^ho  recargo,  se  dejan  i  la  discreci6n  del  Ejecutivo. 
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VENEZUELA. 

CONTRATO  DE  INMIGRACION. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Russell,  Secretario  de  la  Legacion  de  las  Estados 
Unidos  en  Caracas,  comunica  al  Departamento  de  Estado,  con 
fecha  10  de  enero,  el  texto  completo  del  contrato  celebrado  entre  el 
Gobierno  de  Venezuela  y  Don  Ludovico  Dotti,  ciudadano italiano. 
Segiin  este  contrato,  el  Seiior  Dotti  se  obliga  por  si  y  en  representa- 
cion  de  sus  asociados  a  traer  a  Venezuela  1,000  femilias  italianas 
anualmente,  con  la  condicion  de  que  los  miembros  varones  sean 
labradores.  Estos  hombres  deberan  poseer  conocimientos  elemcn- 
tales  de  agricultura,  tener  mas  de  diez  y  ocho  anos  y  ser  saludables 
y  de  buenas  costumbres.  El  Senor  Dotti  se  obliga  a  construir 
los  edificos  necesarios  para  el  uso  de  los  colonos  y  proveerlos  dc 
las  herramientas  y  utensilios  necesarios.  Se  le  exige  ademas  que 
construya  una  iglesia  en  cada  colonia  y  un  edificio  para  oficinas 
publicas  y  escuelas.  El  Gobierno  exime  a  las  varias  municipali- 
dades  del  pago  de  contribuciones  por  un  periodo  de  tres  anos,  y 
concede  la  entrada  libre  de  todas  las  herramientas  y  maquinaria; 
asi  como  la  de  los  efectos  personales,  materiales  para  la  construe- 
cion  de  1,000  casas  anualmente,  y  materiales  para  la  construccion 
de  puentes  y  acueductos.  Todos  los  derechos  civiles  de  que  dis- 
frutan  los  venezolanos  quedan  extendidos  a  los  inmigrantes.  L^ 
colonos  quedan  en  liberta4  de  dedicarse  a  la  clase  de  cultivo  que 
prefieran,  pero  con  el  objeto  de  fomentar  el  cultivo  de  la  vid  ydcl 
trigo,  se  dispone  que  una  tercera  parte  de  los  terrenos  adaptables 
a  la  produccion  de  aquellas  plantas,  debera  ser  dedicada  al  cultivo 
de  las  mismas.  La  compania  tendra  derecho  a  las  minas  que  sc 
encuentren  en  las  tierras  de  las  colonias. 

Despues  de  tres  anos  de  ocupacion  y  cultivo,  el  Senor  Dotti 
debera  dar  a  cada  familia  la  casa  que  se  le  asigno,  y  a  cada 
miembro  de  la  familia  3  hectareas  (7.41  acres)  de  las  6  hec- 
tareas  (14.82  acres)  de  tierra  labrantia  que  se  la  haya  asignado. 
La  compania  se  obliga  a  establecer  una  linea  regular  de  vaporcs 
ehtre  Venezuela  e  Italia,  los  cuales  haran  dos  viajes  redondoscada 
mes  entre  los  dos  paises,  tocando  en  Liorna,  Genova,  Barcelona, 
Tenerife,  Trinidad,  La  Guayra  y  Puerto  Cabello.     Estos  vaporcs 
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:nen  opcion  a  hacer  escala  en  otros  puertos ;  quedaran  obligados 
bacer  el  servicio  de  correos  y  paquetes  postales  entre  aquellos 
lertos,  sin  remuneracion  alguna  del  Gobiemo.  La  Compania 
idra  el  derecho  de  establecer  comercio  de  cabotage  entre 
alcsquier  puertos  de  la  Republica. 

El  Sefior  Dotti  se  obliga  a  establecer  dentro  de  tres  afios  un 
nco  con  un  capital  suscrito  de  no  menos  de  20,000,000  bolivares 
3,160,000)  de  los  cuales  el  25  por  ciento  habra  de  ser  en 
jctivo  y  como  fondo  de  garantia.  El  banco  empleara  su 
pital  en  prestamos  a  los  colonos  para  el  cultivo  de  sus  tierras  y 
s  crias  de  ganado.     Este  banco  es  de  naturaleza  doble ;  ademas 

banco  hipotecario,  sera  banco  de  emision  y  descuento.  La 
xion  de  emision  y  descuento  podra  emitir  billetes  hasta  el  50 
r  ciento  de  su  capital,  y  el  banco  hipotecario  no  podra  cobrar 

interes  mayor  del  7  por  ciento  en  sus  prestamos.     Los  reem- 
Isos  se  exigiran  a  plazos  convenientes  a  los  deudores. 
El  contrato   contiene   otras   muchas   estipulaciones,  pero   las 
teriores  son  las  principales. 

FERROCARRIL  (ELEVADO)  DE  CABLE. 

El  Consul  Plumacher  comunica  de  Maracaibo,  con  fecha  6  de 
fro  de  1898,  que  el  Gobiemo  de  Venezuela  ha  celebrado  un 
^trato  con  el  Dr.  Jorge  Valbuena  para  la  construccion  de  un 
rocarril  elevado  de  cable  de  acero  con  destino  al  transporte  de 
•rcancias,  madera,  animales,  etc. 

Segun  el  contrato,  habra  un  cable  desde  el  valle  de  Tovar  (sec- 
>n  de  Merida),  en  el  Estado  de  los  Angeles,  hasta  el  puerto  de 
icalante,  en  el  Rio  Escalante;  y  otro  cable  desde  la  ciudad  de 
crida  u  otro  punto  de  aquella  seccion,  hasta  uno  de  los  puertos 
'  distrito  de  Sucre  en  el  lago  Maracaibo,  Estado  de  Zulia,  6 
5ta  Santa  Barbara  en  el  Escalante. 

Estipulase  en  el  contrato  la  seguridad  y  rapidez  del  servicio,  y 
concesionario  asume  toda  la  responsabilidad  del  transporte  de 
leros  y  valores.  El  transporte  de  la  correspondencia  del  Go- 
mo  sera  gratuito,  y  se  cobrara  al  Gobierno  por  su  carga  y  sus 
[uetes  postales,  el  15  por  ciento  de  los  precios  ordinaries  de 
fa.     La  tarifa  de  los  fletes  habra  de  hacerse  por  acuerdo  entre 

concesionarios  y  el  Gobiemo,  y  no  excedera  de  6  centavos 
Bull.  No.  11 8 
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(1.16  centavos,  moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos)  por  kilogram 
(de  2.2046  libras).  Los  trabajos  deberan  comenzar  dentro  de  u 
ano,  a  contar  de  la  fecha  de  la  approbacion  del  contrato  por  c 
Congreso,  y  habran  de  terniinarse  cada  ano  20  kilometros  (12, 
millas)  por  lo  menos.  El  contratista  queda  en  libertad  de  escoji 
la  fuerza  motriz  que  haya  de  emplearse,  y  puede  establecer  pai 
el  uso  exclusive  de  la  empresa,  lineas  telegraficas  y  telefonici 
entre  los  puntos  atravesados  por  el  cable.  El  contrato  es  pc 
cincuenta  afios,  y  a  la  expiracion  de  este  plazo  la  obra  pasara  a  s< 
propiedad  del  Gobierno.  La  concesion  puede  traspasarse  a  ur 
compania  extranjera,  previo  el  consentimiento  del  Gobierno.  E 
servicio  queda  exento  de  toda  contribucion  nacional. 

NUEVOS    CONTRATOS    PARA    LA    CONSTRUCCION  DE  FERRC 

CARRILES. 

FERROCARIL    DE    PERICO    A    CRUCERO. 

El    Consul,    Mr.    Plumacher,   comunica    de    Maracaibo 
Departamento  de  Estado  con  fecha  8  de  marzo  de  1898,  que 
Gobierno  venezolano  ha  celebrado  un  contrato  con  el  General  Dc 
CusTODio  MiLANo  y  asociados,  para  la  construccion  de  un  ferrooJ 
ril  entre  los  puertos  de  Perico  y  Crucero,  situados  en  la  oril 
derecha  del  Rio  Orinoco,  en  el  territorio  federal  del  Amazonas. 

Segun  los  tcrminos  del  contrato  es  opcional  el  empleo  d' 
vapor  6  de  la  electricidad  como  fuerza  motora ;  la  entrevia  de  1 
linea  sera  de  2  pies  y  cinco  pulgadas,  con  un  radio  minimo  dc  cj 
pies  y  3  pulgadas,  y  pendientes  que  no  excedan  de  3  por  cient* 
Los  trabajos  de  construccion  habran  de  comenzar  dentro  de  u 
ano  a  contar  de  la  fecha  de  la  aprobacion  del  contrato  por  el  Coi 
greso,  y  debera  ser  terminado  dentro  de  tres  anos  a  contar  dc  I 
mencionada  fecha. 

Se  concedera  a  los  contratistas  el  tiempo  que  hayan  perdidopo 
causas  imprevistas  o  force  majeure.  El  Gobierno  declara  este  terro- 
carril  de  utilidad  publica  y  concede  una  subvencion  de  20,000 
bolivares  ($3,860)  por  cada  kilometro  (0.62137  millas)  de  Hnc^ 
construida.  Se  concede  a  los  contratistas  el  derecho  de  introducir 
libres  por  las  aduanas  todos  los  materiales  e  instrumentos  yli 
maquinaria  y  los  demas  utensilios  necesarios  para  la  construccion, 
conservacion  y  explotacion  de  la  linea.     Tambien  entraralibre  dc 
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derechos  el  material  necesario  para  la  construccion  de  las  lineas 
telegrafica  y  telefonica  de  que  haya  de  servirse  la  compaiiia. 

El  Gobierno  se  reserva  el  derecho  de  intervenir  en  la  formacion 
de  las  tarifas  de  flete  y  pasajeros.  Los  concesionarios  quedan  obli- 
gados  a  transportar  gratuitamente  la  correspondencia  del  Gobierno; 
y  las  tropas  y  empleados  publicos  al  servicio  del  Gobierno,  y  las 
mercancias  del  Gobierno,  pagaran  solo  la  mitad  de  los  precios  de 
tarifa. 

La  concesion  podra  transferirse  a  cualquiera  compania  nacional 
6  extranjera,  previo  permiso  del  Gobierno,  pero  en  ningiin  caso 
podra  transferirse  a  un  gobierno  extranjero.  Trascurrido  el  termino 
de  noventa  anos,  el  ferrocarril  con  todas  sus  pertenencias,  y  en  buen 
estado  de  conservacion,  pasara  a  ser  propiedad  del  Gobierno 
nacional. 

FERROCARRIL    DE    LOS    TEQUES   A    CUA.. 

El  Consul,  Mr.  Plumacher,  informa  al  Departmento  de  Estado 
con  fecha  1 2  de  febrero,  que  el  Gobierno  de  Venezuela  ha  celebrado 
un  contrato  con  el  Senor  Don  Francisco  E.  Rivero  y  otro,  para 
la  construccion  de  un  ferrocarril  en  el  Estado  de  Miranda,  entre 
Los  Teques  y  Cua.  Los  terminos  de  este  contrato  son  identicos 
a  los  del  contrato  para  el  ferrocarril  ya  mencionado  de  Perico  a 
Crucero,  con  la  diferencia  de  que  el  articulo  8  de  aquel  contrato 
concede  a  los  concesionarios  el  derecho  de  construir  un  funicular 
en  un  punto  de  la  Imea,  que  no  excedera  de  dos  kilometros  (1,242 
niillas)  y  debera  contar  con  todos  los  adelantos  modernos  y  aparatos 
^ue  garanticen  su  seguridad. 

LfNEA  DE  CABLE. 

El  Consul  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  E.  H.  Plumacher,  comu- 

^ica  de  Maracaibo  al  Departamento  de  Estado  que  Mr.  Edward 

Hauber,  ciudadano  Frances,  residente  en  Caracas,  ha  obtenido  del 

gobierno  una  concesion  para  establecer  y  explotar  una  linea  de 

^^ble  de  acero,  destinada  al  trasporte  de  mercancias  y  frutas  entre 

^^ciudades  de  Valencia,  capital  del  Estado  de  Carabobo,  y  Nirgua, 

^^pital  del  distrito  de  Nirgua,  en  el  mismo  Estado,  y  puntos  inter- 

^cdios.     Mr.  Rauber  queda  tartibien  autorizado  en  el  contrato 

P^ra  construir  ramales  de  esta  linea  a  todos  los  lugares  contiguos 

^  los  puntos  mencionados. 
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£1  contratista  se  obliga  a  empezar  los  trabajos  en  la  primera 
seccion  de  la  linea,  dentro  de  seis  meses  a  contar  de  la  fecha  de  la 
aprobacion  del  contrato  por  el  Congreso,  y  a  comenzar  los  de  la 
segunda  seccion  dentro  de  dieciocho  meses  a  contar  de  igual  fecha. 

La  primera  seccion  debera  quedar  abierta  al  servicio  publico 
dentro  de  un  ano  desde  la  fecha  del  comienzo  de  los  trabajos,  y  la 
segunda  dentro  de  tres  anos. 

El  concesionario  y  sus  sucesores  6  heredores  pueden  transferir 
la  concesion  a  cualquiera  persona  6  corporacion,  ya  sea  nativa  6  ya 
extranjera,  notificando  previamente  al  gobiemo;  pero  en  ningun 
caso  podra  transferirse  la  concesion  a  un  gobierno  extranjero. 


AUTORIZACI6N    DEL    SISTEMA    MfiTRICO    EN 

INGLATERRA. 

El  "  Times  "  de  Londres,  en  su  numero  del  25  de  diciembre  i  * 
1897,  dice: 

£1  informe  emitido  por  la  C&mara  de  Comercio  sobre  los  trabajos  que  esta  1^ 
llevado  i  cabo  bajo  la  vigencia  de  las  leyes  sobre  pesas  y  medidas  de  1878 
i88q,  ha  sido  dado  i  luz  como  publicaci6n  del  Parlamento.     En  aquel  documenc: 
se  consigna  que  la  C&mara,  en  su  dltima  sesi6n,  ha  autori^ado  el  uso  en  el  come:^ 
cio  de  las  pesas  y  medidas  del  sistema  m6trico. 

En  cada  numero  del  BoLETfN  Mensual,  se  publica  un  cuadr^* 
de  las  pesas  y  medidas  y  sus  equivalentes  en  los  Estados  Unid(^^ 


MUSEOS  COMERCIALES  DE  FILADELFIA. 

PRODUCTOS  DE  LA  AMERICA  CENTRAL. 

El  Doctor  GusTAVE  Niederlin,  jefe  de  la  seccion  cientificade 
los  Museos  Comerciales,  ha  regresado  a  Filadelfia  despues  de  vn 
viaje  de  ocho  meses  por  las  Republicas  de  la  America  Central, 
Mr.  Niederlin  visito  a  los  representantes  de  los  varios  gobiernos, 
los  cuales  hicieron  todo  lo  posible  por  auxiliarle  en  su  proposito 
de  conseguir  datos  comerciales.  Mr.  Niederlin  dejo  tambicn 
establecidas  algunas  oficinas  de  propaganda  que  seran  dc  gran 
utilidad  para  los  Museos.     Uno  de  los  resultados  de  este  arrcglo 
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5,  que  cada  pais  nombrara  una  comisioil  con  el  objeto  de  reco- 
ictar  muestras  de  sus  productos  para  los  Museos. 

Como  un  servicio  reciproco,  los  Museos  convienen  en  remitir  al 
Salvador  duplicados  procedentes  de  otros  paises,  a  expensas  del 
jobiemo  del  Salvador,  Mr.  Niederlin,  durante  su  viaje,  tuvo 
casion  de  comunicarse  con  todos  los  miembros  del  consejo  inter- 
acional  de  los  Museos,  el  cual  asistio  a  la  reunion  que  se  celebro 
a  Filadelfia,  en  el  mes  de  junio  ultimo.  "  Traffic,"  que  se  pub- 
ca  en  esta  ultima  ciudad,  dice  que  Mr.  Niederliw  recibio  de 
stos  senores  expresiones  de  la  mayor  simpatia  respecto  de  los 
Lstados  Unidos,  y  que  expresaron  asimismo  el  deseo  de  fomentar 
is  relaciones  comerciales  con  este  pais.  Los  Estados  Unidos, 
ice  Mr.  Niederlin,  ban  hecho  un  numero  considerable  de  tran- 
acciones  comerciales,  por  mediacion  de  estos  delegados,  y  las 
upresiones  que  estos  recibieron  durante  su  residencia  aqui,  ban 
esultado  en  un  interes  mucho  mas  general  en  la  reunion  que 
labra  de  celebrarse  el  proximo  ano. 


ESTADOS  DE  LA  AMERICA  CENTRAL  Y  DEL  SUR. 

RIQUEZA  MINERA. 

Un  foUeto  recientemente  publicado  por  la  "  Orinoco  Company 
Ximited),"  contiene  un  interesante  trabajo  sobre  los  minerales  de 
Herro  de  la  America  del  Sur.  Aunque  se  reconoce,  en  general, 
lue  la  America  Central  y  del  Sur  son  ricas  en  hierro  y  carbon  de 
^iedra,  se  sabe  muy  poco  acerca  de  estos  minerales. 

No  es  improbable,  empero,  que  en  un  cercano  porvenir,  los 
nencionados  productos  ocupen  un  lugar  importante  entre  las 
-3cportaciones  del  pais.  En  Colombia  se  ban  encontrado  grandes 
iepositos  de  hematita  roja  y  gris,  asi  como  tambien  hierro  mag- 
^^tico.  En  las  montanas  de  Santa  Maria  hay  un  gran  deposito 
de  este  ultimo  mineral,  y  no  lejos  de  aquellas  se  encuentran 
depositos  de  piedra  caliza  y  carbon  de  piedra.  Segun  los  ultimos 
mformes  recibidos  de  Venezuela,  se  esta  trabajando  con  gran 
3ctividad  en  los  depositos  de  mineral  de  Bessemer,  en  Santa  Cata- 
Ina.  Estos  depositos  tienen  dos  y  media  millas  de  largo  y  media 
milla  de  ancho.     El  terreno  en  que  yace  el  mineral  se  inclina  en 
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pendiente  gradual  hacia  el  rio,  y  los  buques  pueden  cargar  a  cual- 
quiera  profundidad.  La  "Orinoco  Company"  que  es  propictaria 
de  estos  depositos,  dice  que  la  cantidad  media  de  hierro  que  el 
mineral  contiene  es  de  67  por  ciento,  mientras  que  la  cantidad 
de  fbsforo  resulta  tan  escasa  de  algunos  analisis,  que  apenas  dcja 
un  lijero  rastro  y  su  promedio  no  es  mucho  mayor  de  0.20  por 
ciento. 

Ademas  de  este  deposito,  hay  otros  grandes  en  las  montanas  de 
Imataca;  pero  no  se  ha  publicado  todavia  ningun  informe  respecto 
a  su  extension  y  calidad. 


COMUNICACI6N  POR  VAPOR  ENTRE  NUEVA 
YORK,  PUERTOS  DEL  BRASIL,  MONTEVIDEO  Y 
BUENOS  AIRES. 


El  Secretario  de  la  Legacion  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Buenos 
Aires,  Mr.  Francis  S.  Jones,  ha  enviado  al  Departamento  dc 
Estado  un  extenso  informe  sobre  el  comercio  y  las  comunicaciones 
por  vapor  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  la  costa  del  Ariantico 
de  la  America  del  Sur,  en  el  cual  hace  indicaciones  y  prescnta 
argumentos  en  favor  del  establecimiento  de  una  linea  americana 
de  vapores,  que  viaje  entre  los  puertos  de  aquellos  paises. 

En  los  ultimos  anos  los  cambios  occurridos,  que  se  deben  en  su 
mayor  parte  a  la  politica  aduanera  de  ambos  paises,  han  impcdido 
que  se  efectuara  cualquier  adelanto  permanente  en  las  rclaciones 
de  comercio  entre  la  Republica  Argentina  y  los  Estados  Unidos. 
No  obstante  estas  circunstancias,  nuestro  comercio  con  aquel  pais 
ha  ido  aumentando  gradualmente,  como  lo  demuestra  la  tabia 
siguiente : 


Afio. 


1892 

1893  .  ^ 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 N 


Sxportaciones  de 

los  Kstados 

Unidos  para  la 

Argentina. 


Importedoflrt^" 
los  Estate 
Uaido«deI> 

Argentin*- 


$2.  927.  488 
4,  979.  696 
4,  862,  746 

4,  456,  163 

5.  979.  946 
6. 072.  478 


5,239^09) 
3.497.050 
7.675.2? 
9, 313.  f  5 
10,773.627 
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Esto  dcmucstra  que  cl  comercio  combinado  entrc  los  Estados  Unidos  y  la 
Repiiblica  Argentina,  en  1897,  alcanz6  i  $16,845,105,  lo  que  indica  un  aumento 
de  $8,573,819  sobre  el  comercio  combinado  de  ambos  paises  en  1892.  El  void- 
men  de  las  transacciones  mercantiles  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  el  Uruguay 
y  el  Brasil  se  ha  mantenido  mis  estacionario  y  de  tan  notable  manera,  por  lo 
que  se  refiere  al  Brasil  especialmente,  que  para  poder  estudiar  bien  el  punto  se 
hace  necesario  mencionarlo. 

Comercio  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  el  Uruguay  y  el  Brasil, 


Afio. 


Uruguay. 


Bzportado  para      Importado  de. 


1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 ,... 

Comercio   Brit&nico 
(1896) 


$939. 030 
960,  606 

1,415.171 
1,262,001 

1,481,200 


$2, 480,  890 
1.623,380 

1,419.573 

2,  699, 648 

3,  242,  428 


Brazil. 


Bxportado  para. 


$14,  291,  973 

12,  388,  124 

13,  866,  006 
15,165,070 

14,  258,  187 


5,  407,  678 


I.  568,  354 


32,  430,  376 


Importado  de. 


$118,633,604 
76,  222, 138 
79,  360,  159 
78.  831,  476 
71,060,046 


19,  727,  151 


La  notable  disminucion  de  las  importaciones  verificadas  del 
Brasil,  en  1893,  se  debio  en  gran  parte  a  la  revuelta  naval  que  tuvo 
Ingar  en  dicho  afio  y  a  las  consecuencias  que  produjo.  Es  de 
notarse,  si  se  toma  en  consideracion  el  volumen  de  este  comercio 
en  la  actualidad,  que  no  ha  habido  una  compania  americana  de 
transportes  que  haya  entrado  a  competir  en  el  ramo. 

Las  lineas  de  vapores  "Norton"  y  "Prince,"  ambas  empresas 
inglesas,  son  las  unicas  que  hacen  viajes  regulares  entre  Nueva 
York  y  Buenos  Aires.  La  linea  "Norton"  hace  viajes  directos 
bimensuales  de  Nueva  York  a  Montevideo  y  Buenos  Aires  pero 
no  toca  en  puertos  del  Brasil  en  su  viaje  de  ida.  Los  buques  de 
la  linea  "Prince,"  que  son  de  carga,  con  alojamiento  para  un 
numero  limitado  de  pasajeros,  hace  dos  viajes  al  mes  entre  los 
puertos  arriba  indicados,  tocando  en  su  viaje  de  vuelta  en  Santos, 
Rio  Janeiro,  Bahia  y  Pemambuco.  El  mas  rapido  de  estos 
tuques  emplea  por  lo  general  veintiocho  dias  en  el  viaje. 

La  cmpresa  Ilamanda  "Lamport  and  Holt  Company,"  tambi6n  inglesa,  tiene 
^0  vapor  de  carga  que  hace  el  servicio  una  vez  al  mes  entre  Nueva  York  y  Bue- 
nos Aires.  Los  vapares  regulares  de  pasajeros  de  6sta  linea  no  van  mis  al  sur  que 
°Jo  Janeiro  y  trasbordan  los  pasajeros  que  van  i  Buenos  Aires  i  los  buques  de 
^  varias  ISneas  europeas  que  hacen  escala  en  Rio  Janeiro,  en  ruta  para  Buenos 
■Aires.  Hay  ademis  de  estos  buques  un  servicio  de  vapores,  tres  veces  al  mes, 
^ntrc  Nueva  York  y  Pari.     La  capacidad  de  carga  de  estos  (iltimos  vapores  es 
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de  1,500  i  3,000  toneladas,  que  i  veces  no  es  bastante  y  &  menudo  sucedeqae 
hay  que  dejar  la  carga  en  el  muelle,  retard&ndose  asi  su  entrega  en  diez  dias. 

£1  tiempo  que  per  lo  regular  gastan  los  buques  de  la  "  Lamport  &  Holt"  enir 
de  Nueva  York  i  Rio  Janeiro  es  de  veintidos  k  vientitr^s  dias.  Aiiidase  i  6sto 
los  cuatro  dias  de  viaje  de  Rio  Janeiro  i  Buenos  Aires,  por  los  vapores  mis 
r&pidos  que  tocan  en  aquel  puerto  procedentes  de  Europa,  y  resulta  que  el  tiempo 
total  que  se  em  plea,  sin  con  tar  con  el  retardo  que  pueda  haber  al  hacer  la 
conexi6n  en  Rio  Janeiro,  es  de  veintisiete  i  veintiocho  dias  entre  Nueva  York 
y  Buenos  Aires.     ♦     ♦     ♦ 

Los  precios  del  c&rbon  (en  oro)  y  los  puertos  mis  k  prop6sito  para  tomar  el 
combustible  se  encuentran  en  la  tabla  siguiente,  cuvos  datos  han  sido  tornados 
de  informe  oficial  acerca  de  estaciones  carboneras,  hecho  por  uno  de  los  baqoes 
de  guerra  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  el  afio  de  I897. 


Lugar. 

Close  de  carb6n. 

Costo. 

Pacilidades  para  tomar  carbon. 

Bermuda 

Pocahontas 

idem 

$7.14 
4.32 
6.09 
8.88 

9.73 
7.50 

Buenas :  lanchas. 

Santa  Lucia 

Excelentes :  muelle. 

Barbada 

Cardiff 

Buenas :  lanchas. 

Pernambuco 

idem    

Regulares;  lanchas;  dentro del 

tajamar,  buena. 
Buenas :  lanchas. 

Rio  Janeiro 

Welsh 

Buenos  Aires. ......... 

Cardiff 

Buenas :  muelle. 

Aunque  los  precios  del  carb6n  fluctijan  en  estos  puertos,  las  cifras  apuntadas 
pueden  considerarse  como  promedio  bastante  exacto  de  los  precios  vigentes  eo 
los  ultimos  afios. 

Losarticulos  de  que  constan  principalmente  las  exportaciones 
de  los  Estados  Unidos  para  el  Brasil,  Uruguay  y  la  Republica 
Argentina,  son  madera,  maquinaria  para  la  agricultura,  kerosene  y 
mercancias  en  general,  como  articulos  de  ferreteria,  hicrros  c 
instrumentos  y  telas  de  algodon. 

Las  importaciones  principales  del  Brazil  en  los  Estados  Unidos 
son  cafe,  azucar  y  caucho;  del  Uruguay,  cueros  y  lana,  y  de  la 
Argentina,  cueros,  lana,  linaza,  cerda  y  azucar. 

Los  fletes  de  los  principales  articulos  de  exportacion  e  impor- 
tacion  se  cotizan  asi: 


Buenos  Aires  4  Nueva  York. 


Rio  Janeiro  k  Nueva  York 
Bahia  &  Nueva  York 


Pard  k  Nueva  York 


Nueva  York  k  Pernambuco  . . . 


Nueva  York  k  Bahia 

Nueva  York  k  Rio  Janeiro 


Aztfculo. 


En  general. 


. .  ..idem  . . 
. . .  .idem  . , 
Azficar . . . . 
Caucho  . . . 

En  general 


idem 
idem 


A.  rax6n  de— 


$5  por  tonelada  y  $4  por40  P'^ 

cdbicos. 
35  centavos  por  saco. 

Idem. 
$3.65  por  tonelada. 
$8  por  tonelada ;  25  ccott«* 

por  pie  cdbico. 
30  centavos  por  pie  dibico  T 
10  por  ciento  prima. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
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El  valor  de  las  importaciones  y  exportaciones  directas  entre 
Nueva  York,  t\  Brasil,  el  Uruguay  y  la  Argentina,  durante  los 
afios  fiscales  de  1895  y  1896,  fue  como  sigue: 


Nueva  York. 

Paiscfl. 

1895. 

1896- 

Importaci6n. 

fijcportaci6n. 

Importaci6n. 

Exportaci6n. 

Brasil 

$69,  298,  288 
2,  572.  254 
4, 127.  597 

$11,091,495 
I,  020,  958 
3,780,110 

$63,  712. 131 
2,  759.  933 
5.  135.419 

$10,674,519 
I,  162,  928 
4.  754.  328 

Uruguay 

Rcptiblica  Argentina. . . 

Total 

75,998.139 

15,881,563 

71,607,413 

16,411,775 

Mr.  Jones  hace  notar  que  el  comercio  total  entre  Nueva  York, 
cl  Brasil,  el  Uruguay  y  la  Republica  Argentina,  alcanzo  en  1895-96 
(aiioque  ha  tornado  como  termino  de  comparacion)  a  $103,013.33, 
cfectuado  en  184  buques  de  vela,  cuyo  porte  total  fue  de  1 16,558 
toneladas  y  331  buques  de  vapor,  con  un  porte  total  de  470,941 
toneladas.  Entre  este  numero  de  buques  solo  se  contaron  7 1  barcos 
dcvela de  nacionalidad americana, representando 48,724  toneladas; 
cntre  los  de  vapor  no  hubo  uno  solo  con  bandera  americana. 

Las  lineas  de  vapores  de  "  Lamport  &  Holt,"  "  Norton,"  y 
"  Prince  "  no  reciben  subvencion,  y  se  asegura  en  el  informe  citado 
9ue  estan  en  condicion  sumamente  prospera,  y  segiin  se  dice,  sus 
Qividendos  anuales  son  del  1 5  al  20  por  ciento. 

La  deduccion  logica  de  los  hechos  y  los  guarismos  presentados 
por  Mr.  Jones,  es  que  no  solamente  hay  necesidad  de  establecer 
^^^  linea  de  vapores  bajo  el  pabellon  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  sino 
^ue  esta  es  la  oportunidad  de  hacerlo.  El  informe  aludido  indica 
^Itamano  y  la  velocidad  de  los  buques  necesarios  para  este  servicio 
^^  particular,  y  la  ruta,  las  estaciones  carboneras  y  los  puertos  donde 
deben  hacer  escala. 

La  ley  de  los  Estados  Unidos  relativa  a  la  compensacion  por 
d  trasporte  de  sus  correos  es  como  sigue : 

^n  cumplimiento  dc  la  seccion  3*  de  la  ley  aprobada  en  3  de  marzo  de  1391, 
cl  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  concede  i  cualquiera  compania  americana  dc 
vapores  que  se  establezca,  la  suma  de  $2  por  milla  por  cada  viaje  de  ida  con- 
<luciendo  el  correo  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  siempre : 

(1)  Que  sus  buques  hayan  sido  construidos  en  los  Estados  Unidos. 

(2)  Que  su  cori8trucci6n  sea  de  hierro  6  de  acero. 
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{3)  Qy^  scsin  construidos  dc  sucrtc  que  se  les  pueda  convcrtir  en  cruccros 
auxiliares  en  ticmpo  de  guerra. 

(4)  Qy^  ^^^^  capaces  de  mantener  una  velocidad  dc  16  nudos  por  hora  en 
circunstancias  ordinarias. 

(5)  Qy^  tengan  un  porte  bruto,  registrado,  de  no  menos  de  5,cxx)  tone- 
ladas. 

En  conformidad  con  una  clausula  identica  delamisma  ley,  sc  organiz6,  crccio 
y  lleg6  i  ocupar  uno  de  los  primeros  puestos  entre  las  grandes  lineas  de  vaporcs 
<jue  hoy  unen  la  Europa  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  la  empresa  conocida  con  d 
jiombre  de  la  "  International  Navigation  Company." 


COMERCIO  MISCELANEO. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

Industria  de  U  PabricacWn       Un  informe  oficial  sobre  la    Republica  Argentina  dice 
de  MantequiUa  y  Que-o.     ^^^  j^  jndustria  de  la  fabricaci6n  de  la  mantequilla  csti 

llegando  i  adquirir  grandes  proporciones.  La  exportaci6n  anual  de  este  artl- 
culo,  producido  en  el  pals,  alcanza  en  la  actualidad  i  15,000  cajas,  mientras  que 
hace  pocos  afios  casi  toda  la  mantequilla  era  importada.  Una  compaiiia  inglesa 
ha  comprado  una  ftbrica  que  ya  estaba  establecida  en  Tandil,  Provincia  de 
Buenos  Aires,  y  espera  aumentar  en  gran  cantidad  su  produccion.  Como  la 
leche  y  la  crema  se  encuentran  abundantemente,  es  indudable  que  la  empresa 
mencionada  tiene  un  gran  porvenir.  El  queso  fabricado  en  el  pais  ha  ido 
haciendo  desaparecer  gradualmente  el  consumo  del  articulo  importado. 
Aimnbrado  BUctrico  en  ^^  municipalidad  de  Buenos  Aires  ha  celebrado  un 
Buenos  Airses.  contrato  con   la   Compafiia  General    dc   Electicidad  de 

aquella   ciudad   para   alumbar  las  calles  por  medio   de  luces  el6ctricas.     Como 
principio  de  la  obra,  se  instalarSn  300  Umparas  de  ocho  amperes,     Los  predos 
que  se  pagaran  son  los  siguientes:   por  las  lamparas  encendidas  toda  la  noche,|27 
por  cada  una;  por  180  Umparas  encendidas  hasta  la  1  a.  m.,  $20.25  por  cada 
una.      Mediante    este  arreglo,    se  suprimirin  990  limparas  de  gas  que  ahora 
cuestan  $7  cada  una.      El  primer  contrato  ser4  solamente  por  un  afio,  mientras 
se  da  por    el    Gobierno  de  la   ciudad  autorizaci6n   para  extenderlo   por  miJ 
tiempo. 
Bxportaci6n  de  Oanado         El  "  Butchers'  Advocate,"  del  30  de  marzo  dc  1 89^,  q« 
•°  ^*®'  se  publica  en  Chicago  y  Nueva  York,  dice  que  la  Agenda 

Anglo-Argentina  de  ganado  en  Buenos  Aires,  ha  cstablecido  una  linea  dc  vaporcs 
para  el  trasporte  de  ganado  entre  aquella  ciudad  6  Inglaterra.  Estos  vaporcs 
son  de  unas  seis  mil  toneladas  y  cada  uno  cargari  seiscientas  cabezas  dc  ganado 
mayor  y  dos  mil  carneros.  Estos  vapores  cuentan  con  un  equipo  complcw  J' 
todo  lo  necesario  para  facihtar  el  trasporte  de  ganado.  Esp^rase  que  los  expor- 
tadores  podrSn  exportar  ahora  ganado  de  la  Argentina  i  Inglaterra,  en  condicion 
propia  para  competir  con  el  ganado  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  del  Canadi. 
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El  Sefior  Don  Francisco  Latzina,  Director  General  dc 

Periddicos. 

Estadisticas,  da  los  siguientes  datos  relativos  al  ndmero  de 
peri6dicos  que  se  publican  en  la  Republica  Argentina.  El  numero  total  es  de 
472,  de  los  cuales  64  son  diarios,  16  trisemanales,  44  bihebdomadarios,  191 
semanaleSy  4  que  salen  cada  diez  dfas,  55  quincenales,  64  mensuales,  2  trimes- 
trales,  1 1  anuales,  13  i  intervalos  irregulares,  y  ocho  respecto  de  los  cuales  no  se 
consiguen  datos.  De  los  472  peri6dicos,  8  se  publican  en  ingles,  8  en  alem^n, 
8  en  francos,  22  en  italiano,  1  en  dan6s  y  los  425  restantes  en  castellano.  De 
estos  dltimos,  413  son  de  la  propiedad  de  ciudadanos  de  la  Rep6blica  Argentina 
y  1 2  pertenecen  i  espafioles. 

BRASIL. 

intTodnccidn  de  Garros  Po«-     ^^  Brasil  ha  adoptado  recientemente  la  innovaci6n  ameri- 
**^*"'  cana  que  consiste  en  el  uso  de  carros  especiales  de  ferro- 

carril  para  el  servicio  de  correos.  El  Ferrocarril  Central  del  Brasil,  que  es 
propiedad  del  Gobierno,  di6  6rdenes  4  la  compania  denominada  "  Wason  Car 
Company,"  de  Springfield,  Mass.,  para  la  construcci6n  de  seis  carros  postales. 
En  el  pedido  se  especific6  que  los  carros  deblan  ser  construidos  tomando  por 
modelo  los  postales  americanos,  pero  se  recomend6  que  la  caoba,  madera  que 
los  brasileros  prefieren  i  la  blanca  que  es  la  que  generalmente  se  emplea,  se  usara 
para  el  acabado  interior  y  exterior  de  los  carros.  Se  usaron  los  antiguos  engan- 
ches  ingleses  y  se  dieron  4  los  carros  las  debidas  dimensiones  para  ajustarlos  i  la 
entrevia  de  cinco  pies  que  se  usa  en  el  Brasil.  Tambi6n  se  ha  despachado 
recientemente  una  factura  de  carros  de  pasajeros  para  la  misma  linea. 

CHILE. 

PlanuEltfctrlcaenPimt.       ^^^^  ^^  "Electric  Review"  que  los  trabajos  de  instala- 
Arenas.  ci6n  de  una  planta  el^ctrica  para  el  alumbrado  en  Punta 

Arenas,  Chile,  en  el  Estrecho  de  Magallanes,  estan  llegando  ripidamente  i  su 
t6rmino.  La  maquinaria  ha  sido  embarcada  en  Nueva  York,  y  los  edificios 
cstan  ya  dispuestos  para  la  instalaci6n  de  aqu^lla.  Esta  es  la  primera  planta  de 
luz  el^ctrica  que  se  instala  en  aquella  parte  de  la  Republica. 

MEXICO. 

Perrocarrii  Central  de         ^^  "Modern  Mexico,"  que  se  publica  en  las  ciudades 

Coahniia.  j^  M^xico  y  St.  Louis,  dice  que  se  ha  hecho  ya  la  concesi6n 

del  Ferrocarril  Central  de  Coahuila,  la  proyectada  linea  de  via  ancha  entre  Sal- 

tillo  y  Trevino.     Se  han  hecho  los  estudios  preliminares  y  se  han  comprado  ya 

^os  rieles  de  acero.     La  linea  se  empez6  i  construir  el  primero  de  abril.     El 

'Crrccarril  tendri  unos  noventa  kil6metros  (56  millas)  de  longitud  y  comunicari 

*  Saltillo  por  medio  de  via  ancha  con  las  principales  lineas  de  la  Repdblica  y  de 

'Os  Estados  Unidos.     Adem^s  de  la  construcci6n  y  equipo  de  la  linea,  la  Com- 

P^fiia  queda  obligada  &  establecer  un  hotel  k  la  moderna,  el  cual,  una  vez  terminada 

*^  construcci6n  de  la  linea,  contribuiri  grandemente  i  la  importancia  de  Saltillo. 

^^Itillo  es  ya  prominente  como  ciudad  manufacturera ;  cuenta  con  grandes  molinos 


1972  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

de  harina  y  fULbricas  de  jab6n,  de  aceite  de  semilla  de  algod6n  y  de  g^neros  c 
algod6n.  Esti  alumbrada  por  luz  el^ctrica,  cuenta  con  un  buen  servicio  de  earn 
urbanos  y  conciene  otros  adelantos,  signos  reveladores  de  espiritu  de  empresa 
crecimiento. 
indnstria  del  Az«oar  de  ^*  producci6n  dc  la  cafia  de  aziicar  no  tiene  en  M6xic 
Oana.  jj^g  proporciones  que  podria  tcner  ,y  relativamentc  ha 

blando,  puede  decirse  que  esta  industria  esti  todavfa  en  su  infancia.  En  ui 
articulo  publicado  con  fecha  rcciente  en  el  "  Modern  Mexico  ",  y  escrito  pc 
Mr.  J.  YoRBA,  perico  en  tierras  y  conocedor  de  las  fuentes  de  riqueza  de  Mexico 
el  mencionado  escritor  habla  de  las  ventajas  del  pafs  para  el  cultivo  de  la  cafii 
y  de  la  importancia  probable  de  este  cultivo  en  lo  futuro.  La  cafia  de  azuca 
crece  y  se  cultiva  en  todo  Mexico,  con  excepci6n  del.  Distrito  Federal  y  dc 
Escado  de  TIaxcala.  La  industria,  en  algunos  distritos,  no  ha  alcanzado  todavf 
6xito  comercial.  Tal  Vez  la  principal  raz6n  que  explica  el  porqu6  los  ingenlo 
mexicanos  no  bastan  i  cubrir  la  demanda,  radica  en  el  hecho  de  que  una  gra 
parte  del  ^rea  propia  para  el  cultivo  de  la  caiia  de  aziicar  no  se  ha  explotadc 
sino  que  permanece  intacta  en  espera  de  capital  extranjero  que  la  ponga  en  pi 
de  cultivo.  Pocos  son  los  plantadores  mexicanos  que  prestan  alguna  atenci6n 
la  calidad  del  terreno,  cuando  6ste  es  uno  de  los  puntos  mis  esenciales  par 
obtener  buenos  resultados  econ6micos. 

El  istmo  de  Tehuantepec,  secci6n  que  hace  unos  cuanto 

OnltlTo  del  Oaf<.  .*;     '  ^  ,      ,       j. 

anos  era  casi  desconocida,  promete  ser  uno  de  los  dis 
tritos  cafetaleros  mis  grandes  del  continente  norteamericano.  Dicho  istmo  cuent 
con  excepcionales  y  atrayentes  ventajas  respecto  i  la  calidad  €  importancia  d 
las  cosechas,  asi  como  en  lo  tocante  i  terrenos,  trasporte,  clima,  y  otras  coi 
diciones  esenciales  al  6xito  en  el  cultivo  del  caf6.  Puede  cultivarse  aqui  el  ca 
&  muy  reducido  costo ;  ademis  el  grano  es  de  excelente  calidad  y  obtiene  bu( 
precio. 

.  .     _  El  Gobierno  de  Mexico,  por  medio  del  Seiior  Lea 

Ezplotaci6n  de  los  Dep6iitoe   ....  ,  , 

de  Guano  en  el  Goifo  de  Ministro    de    Fomento,  ha  celebrado   recientemente  \ 

Mexico.  ,        «  T  T»  T^  ^ 

contrato  con  los  Sefiores  Luis  Rossi  y  Eduardo  Ches 
para  la  explotaci6n  de  los  dep6sitos  de  guano  de  las  islas  desiertas  del  Golfo  • 
Mexico,  que  quedan  cerca  de  las  costas  de  Campeche  y  Yucat&n.  Diez  afi 
seri  la  duraci6n  del  contrato,  que  comprende  la  explotaci6n  de  las  islas  de  Alaci 
nes.  Areas,  Arenas,  Bermeja,  Banco  Nuevo,  Can  Can,  Contoy,  Desertoi 
Desterradora,  Holhose,  Obispo,  Pijaros,  etc.,  asi  como  tambi^n  n  los  cay 
frente  al  Cabo  Catoche.  El  concesionario  pagari  al  gobierno  75  centavos  p 
tonelada  de  guano  sacado  y  los  derechos  de  exportaci6n  prescritos  por  la  tari 
Los  Sefiores  Rossi  y  Chesio  deber&n  comenzar  los  trabajos  de  exploraci 
dentro  de  seis  meses  despues  de  Hrmado  el  contrato  y  la  explotaci6n  dentro 
los  seis  meses  subsiguientes. 

inangnracidn  de  nh  Perro-       ^^  *^^^^  ^^  concluir  en  M^xico  el  primer  fcrrocai 
canrii  Ei«ctrioo.  el^ctrico  que  se  extiende  desde  Jalapa,  capital  del  Esta 

de  Veracruz,  hasta  Teocelo.  Dentro  de  pocos  dias  se  abriri  la  linea  al  tr&fi 
en  general,  y  se  espera  que  el  Presidente  de  la  Rep(iblica  tomari  parte  en 
ceremonia  de  la  inauguraci6n  de  dicha  empresa. 
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To      ArtMi    OS   M  linos       Durante  lo8  (iltimos  afios  muchos  ciudadanos  amcri- 
d«yi«ito.  canos  sc   han    trasladado  i  M6xico    en    dondc    sc   han 

establecido  en  varias  industrias,  especialmente  la  agricola.  La  carencia  de 
agua  habia  sido  una  gran  desventaja  para  su  desarroUo  en  afios  anteriores ;  hoy 
se  ha  vencido  esta  dificultad  con  la  introducci6n  en  el  pais  de  pozos  artesianos 
y  molinos  de  viento.  Hace  poco  se  abri6  un  pozo  en  la  plaza  de  la  ciudad 
de  Le6n,  Estado  de  Guanajuato,  que  i  la  profundidad  de  700  pies  di6  un 
espl6ndido  surtidor  de  agua«  £1  6xito  de  la  empresa  pronto  se  hizo  conocer, 
llamando  la  atenci6n  i  este  m^todo  de  surtirse  de  agua.  Probablemente  dari  por 
resultado  la  introducci6n  de  molinos  de  viento  para  hacer  trabajar  los  pozos 
artesianos  y  obtener  asi  agua  potable  y  para  el  riego. 

• 

URUGUAY. 

Proyecto  de  Mejora.  m  el  ^on  fecha  24  de  febrero,  el  C6nsul  de  los  Estados 
Fnerto  de  Monteridfo.  Unidos  en  Montevideo,  Mr.  Swalm,  informa  al  Departa- 
mento  de  Estado  que  se  est&n  haciendo  preparatives  para  comenzar 
definitivamente  los  trabajos  de  mejora  que  tanto  se  necesitan  en  el  puerto  de 
Montevideo.  Como  se  ha  dicho  repetidas  veces  en  el  BoletIn  Mensual,  se  han 
sometido  ya  al  Gobierno  los  pianos  para  Uevar  i  cabo  esta  obra,  los  cuales  han 
sido  hechos  por  hibiles  ingenieros,  entre  los  que  se  cuentan  algunos  de  los  Estados 
Unidos.  El  C6nsul  Swalm  dice  que  dichos  pianos  ser&n  sometidos  i  nuevo 
ex&men  y  que  tan  pronto  como  se  haya  hecho  la  elecci6n,  se  dari  comienzo  & 
los  trabajos  de  profundizar  el  puerto  y  consttuir  el  tajamanar.  La  obra  costar& 
de  $7,000,000  i  $15,000,000.  Se  llama  la  atenci6n  de  los  contratistas  de  los 
Estados  Unidos  i  la  empresa. 

VENEZUELA. 

Ezportaciones  en  Marzo  de  ^^  informe  oficial,  (iltimamente  trasmitido  i  esta 
1806.  Oficina,  dice  que  las  exportaciones  totales  de  Nueva  York 

^  Venezuela,  durante  el  mes  de  marzo  de   1898,  ascendieron  i  $326,519,  de 

cuya  cantidad  $67,500  fueron  en  moneda  de  oro  y  el  resto  en  mercancias  de 
^aracter  general.  En  el  mismo  mes  del  afio  anterior,  la  importaci6n  total 
de  ore  acufiado,  proveniente  del  mismo  puerto,  fu6  de  $4,91 1,  lo  que  muestra  un 
^*Jnicnto  de  $62,583  en  favor  del  mes  de  marzo  de  1898.  La  exportaci6n  de 
niercancias  en  marzo  de  1897  alcanz6  un  valor  de  $290,615,  lo  que  comparado 
^^n  lo  que  se  export6  en  el  mismo  mes  en  1898,  deja  ver  un  balance  de  $31,596 
*  ftvor  del  mes  de  marzo  de  1897.  Por  las  cifras  en  referencia,  se  observa  que 
^*   resultado  general  fu6  favorable  &  marzo  de  1898,  en  una  cantidad  de  $30,992. 

^•rtileriae  en  Oancas  y  Tiene  informes  esta  Oficina  de  que  el  representante  del 
MiPnertoOabeUo.  Monopolio  de  Whisky  (Whisky  Trust)  de  los  Estados 
^nidos  ha  salido  ya  para  Venezuela  i  dirijir  alll  la  construcci6n  de  las  dos 
'^Ucvas  destilerias  que  se  establecerdn  en  CarAcas  y  en  Puerto  Cabello,  al  costo 
^Proximado  de  $1,000,000.  La  maquinaria  esti  lista  para  despacharla  y  se 
^^pcra  que  las  destilerias  est^n  funcionando  en  el  curso  de  este  afio.  Los  ele- 
^^dores  tendr&n  una  capacidad  de  20,000  bushels  de  granos  y  las  dos  destilerias 
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producir&n  3,500  bushels  de  grano  preparado,  6   sea   16,000  galones  diarios  de 

alcohol  y  bebidas  espirituosas.     Las  destilerias  se  establecer&n  segun  la  concesi6D 

hecha  por  el  Gobicrno  de  Venezuela,  que  da  el  concesionario  el  derecho  de 

importar  libres  los  materiales  necesarios,  exhonerando   de  todo  impuesto  los 

productos  por  el  t^rmino  de  seis  afios.     Los  derechos  actuates  sobre  alcoholes 

son   $2   por  gal6n  de  prueba.     Los  aguardientes  para   bebidas  espirituosas  se 

fabrican  en  Venezuela,  por  lo  general  de  frutas  y  cafia  de  azucar,  6  se  importan 

de  Europa. 

Llamamos  la  atenci6n  de  los  embarcadores  al  siguienie 
A  los  Embarcadores. 

decreto  promulgado  recientemente  por  Don  Manuel  A. 

Matos,  Ministro  de  Hacienda  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  Venezuela,  cuya  fadu 

de  observancia  puede  causar  dificultades  &  los  importadores  en  el  despacho  de 

sus  mercancias.     Teniendo  el  Gobierno  necesidad  de  conocer,  i  la  llegada  de  los 

buques  procedentes  del  extranjero,  el  contenido  de  las  facturas  consulares  corres- 

pondientes  i  sus  respectivos  cargamentos,  sin  tener  que  esperar  que  el  Minis- 

lerio  de  Hacienda  reciba  el  ejemplar  de  dichas  facturas  que  deben  remitir  los 

c6nsules  por  otro  buque  inmediato ;  el  Presidente  de  la  Republica  dispone  quc"i 

contar  desde  el  1°  de  abril  pr6ximo,  los  importadores  de  mercancias  escranjeras 

presenten  i  la  aduana,  junto  con  sus  manifiestos  de  importaci6n,  i  mis  de  las 

respectivas  facturas  consulares,  una  copia  simple  de  ellas  que  la  aduana  remitirt 

al  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  con  la  nota  de  'confrontado  con  el  original,' a  mis 

tardar  seis  dias  despu6s  de  la  llegada  del  buque." 


BOLETIM  MENSAL 

DA 

Secretaria  das  Republicas  AMERICANAS. 

Uniao  Internacional  das  Republicas  Americanas. 


Vol.  V.  MAIO  de   i8q8.  No.  u. 


RELA9OES  COMMERCIAES   ENTRE    OS   PAIZES 

AMERICANOS.-XI.* 

RECURSOS  INTERIORES  DA  PARTE  SEPTENTRIONAL  DA 

AMERICA  DO  SUL. 

Considerados  no  numero  do  Boletim  Mensal,  correspondente 
ao  mez  de  Abril,  os  recursos  territoriaes  das  Antilhas,  segue  em 
ordem  o  estudo  dos  daquelles  paizes  que  compOem  a  parte  sep- 
tentrional da  America  do  Sul,  a  saber,  as  Republicas  da  Colombia 
e  de  Venezuela,  as  possessoes  europeas  da  Guayana,  a  ilha  hol- 
landeza  de  Cura9ao,  e  a  colonia  britannica  de  Trinidad. 

Sob  o  ponto  de  vista  geographico,  pois  o  Isthmo  de  Panama 
Serve  para  ligar  a  America  Central  com  a  America  do  Sul,  a 
Hepublica  da  Colombia,  com  seu  grande  littoral  sobre  o  Atlantico^ 
Sua  costa  banhada  pelo  Pacifico,  e  seus  portos  de  Colon  e  Panama 
^  cada  lado  dos  dous  oceanos,  merece  especial  atten9ao.  Como 
^contece  com  a  maior  parte  dos  paizes  hispano-americanos,  a 
j)opulacao  da  Colombia  nSo  corresponde  a  sua  extensao  territorial* 
Rica  em  productos  agricolas  e  mineraes,  seu  commercio  de  expor- 
ta9ao  e  limitado  somente  a  troca  destes  pelos  productos  da  indus- 

*0  primeiro  desta  serie  de  artigos,  pelo  finado  Sr.  Joseph  P.  Smith,  foi  publicado 
no  BoLETiM  Mensal  do  mez  de  Julho  de  1897.  Continuar-se-ha  a  publicagAo  destes 
artigos,  escriptos  for  varios  collaboradores  e  de  conformidade  com  o  piano  adoptado 
pelo  Sr.  Smith. 

1975 
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tria,  que  recebe  principalmente  da  Fran9a,  Inglaterra,  os  Estados 
Unidos,  Allemanha,  Hespanha  e  Italia. 

Nao  obstante  a  condi9ao  montanhosa  do  paiz,  que  impede  o 
desenvolvimento  das  vias  de  communica9ao  intemas,  Colombia 
tern  conseguido  estabelecer  a  navega9ao  fluvial  pelo  Magdalcna, 
principalmente,  e  varias  linhas  de  estradas  de  ferro  que  estio  fiino 
cionando,  taes  como  a  estrada  de  ferro  de  Colon  a  Panama,  que 
liga  o  Atlantico  com  o  Pacifico  e  tern  47  milhas  de  comprimento; 
a  de  Santa  Marta  a  Sabanilla,  chamada  Puerto  Colombia,  dc  46 
milhas,  que  sera  estendida   ate    Heredia,  no    Magdalena;  a  de 
Barranquilla  a  Sabanilla,  16  milhas;  de  Carthagenaa  Calamar,65 
milhas;  a  estrada  de  ferro  de  Cauca,  de  Buenaventura  a  San  Jose, 
21   milhas,  que  se  trata  de  estender  ate  Cali,   64  milhas;  a  dc 
Antioquia,  de  Puerto  Barrio  a  Monos,  32  milhas,  que  chegara 
ate  Medellin,  9  milhas;  a  de  Yeguas  a  Honda,  15  milhas,  que 
se  trata  de  estender  ate  La  Maria,  7  milhas ;  a  estrada  de  fen"o  de 
Sabana,  de  Facatativa  a  Bogota,  24  milhas;  a  de  Girardot  deste 
ponto  a  Juntas  de  Apulo,  24  milhas,  que  sera  estendida  ate  Madrid 
mais  48  milhas;  a  de  Cucuta,  de  Madrid  ate  Puerto  Villa  Mizar, 
sobre  o  rio  Zulia,  34  milhas  e  que  se  trata  de  estender  ate  a 
fronteira  de  Venezuela,  e  a  estrada  de  ferro  do  norte  de  Bogota  a 
Zipaquira,  31  milhas.     Destas  linhas,  s^o  americanas  a  de  Cartha- 
gena,  a  do  Isthmo  de  Panama,  e  a  de  Cauca;  a  linha  do  Nortec 
a  de  Girardot  sSo  nacionaes ;  pertence  ao  Estado  de  Antioquia  a 
que  tem  seu  nome ;  sio  colombianas  a  linha  de  Sabana  e  a  dc 
Cucuta,  e  as  outras  sio  estradas  de  ferro  inglezas. 

Os  principaes  portos  da  Republica  sSo,  no  Atlaritico,  Rio 
Hacha,  Santa  Marta,  Sabanilla  ou  Puerto  Colombia  e  Carthagena; 
no  Pacifico,  Buenaventura  e  Tiimaco  e  no  Isthmo,  Colon  e  Pana- 
ma. Estes  ultimos  s3io  portos  livres  por  onde  se  fez  a  maior 
parte  do  commercio  da  costa  oriental  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  a 
costa  occidental  da  America  Central  e  do  Sul.  Tocam  nos  portos 
da  Colombia  as  seguintes  linhas  de  vapores:  em  Colon,  a  Panama 
Railroad  Steamship  Line  de  New  York,  a  Royal  Mail,  a  Cora- 
pagnie  Generale  Transatlantique ;  a  West  Indies  and  Pacific  e  a 
Harrison,  que  tocam  em  New  Orleans;  a  Hamburg- American, a 
Trasatlantica  Espanola  de  New  York  e  a  Veloce.  Em  Panama 
tocam  OS  vapores  da  South  American  Steamship  Co.,  a  North 
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merican  Navigation  Co.,  e  a  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.;  as 
las  primeiras  linhas  correm  entre  Panama  e  portos  da  costa  do 
icifico  da  America  do  Sul  e  as  outras  duas  desde  San  Francisco 
I  California  a  Panama,  tocando  nos  portos  do  Mexico  e  da 
merica  Central.  Aos  outros  portos  vao  as  seguintes  linhas :  a 
irranquilla  Steamship  Co.,  que  faz  viagens  de  New  York  a 
arranquilla,  regressando  via  Carthagena;  a  Atlas  que  corre  entre 
ew  York  e  Sabanilla,  tocando  na  sua  viagem  de  volta  em  Car- 
agena;  a  West  Indian  and  Pacific  que  vai  de  Liverpool  a  Puerto 
olombia  e  d'alli  a  New  Orleans  com  escala  em  Colon  e  Cartha- 
*na;  a  Harrison  que  faz  o  mesmo  itinerario;  a  Trasatlantica 
spanola  de  New  York  a  Puerto  Colombia,  com  escala  em  Car- 
agena.  Colon  e  Havana;  a  Compagnie  Generale  Transatlantique, 
Royal  Mail,  a  Veloce,  e  a  Hamburg- American  Line. 

O  trafico  ate  os  lugares  onde  n^o  ha  estradas  de  ferro  se  faz  por 
itradas  de  rodagem  e  caminhos  de  montaria,  circumstancia  que 
evem  tomar  em  conta  os  embarcadores  ao  fazerem  o  empaco- 
imento  de  suas  mercadorias.  Considerando  a  necessidade  de 
travessar  os  Andes  que  correm  por  todo  o  paiz,  facil  e  de  com- 
rehender  que  o  empacotamento  das  mercadorias  deve  corre- 
ponder  as  facilidades  de  transporte;  que  estas  devem  ir  em 
olumes  pequenos,  de  pouco  peso,  relativamente,  bem  empaco- 
idos  de  modo  que  possam  ser  levados  com  facil idade  as  costas  de 
lula  ou  em  carro9as. 

Os  principaes  productos  de  Colombia  s^o  cafe,  que  da  em 
bundancia,  e  que  se  conhece  geralmente  no  mercado  americano 
omo  "Sabanilla;"  cacao,  canna  de  assucar,  bananas  de  toda  a 
lasse,  algodSo,  anil,  tabaco,  baunilha,  fructas  de  toda  a  classe, 
ladeiras  de  construc9ao  e  de  marcenaria,  marfim  vegetal,  ma- 
tiras  de  tinturaria  e  plantas  medicinaes,  fibras,  etc.;  ouro, 
Tata,  esmeraldas,  ferro,  petroleo,  e  muitos  outros  mineraes. 
)uanto  as  industrias,  as  poucas  que  existem  sao  somcnte  de 
Tiportancia  local  e  apenas  bastam  para  o  consumo  domestico. 

0  commercio  da  Colombia  pelo  porto  de  Barranquilla  durante 

anno  findo  em  31  de  Dezembro  de  1896,  segundo  o  relatorio 
0  Consul  americano  naquelle  porto,  o  Sr.  John  Bidlake,  alcan- 
ou  OS  seguintes  algarismos : 

aportagOes $8,  870,  993 

(porta90es 9,  644,  398 

Bull.  No.  11 ^9 
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A  Gra  Bretanha  e  o  paiz  que  exporta  mais  para  a  Colombia, 
figurando  na  lista  com  $3,396,223 ;  depois  seguem  em  ordem  as 

Estados  Unidos,  com  $1,751,991;  AUemanha  com  $1,719,163; 
Fran9a,  com  $1,502,583  e  depois  Hespanha  e  Italia.  Asexpor- 
ta95es  da  Colombia  para  as  na9oes  da  Europa  foram  no  valor  dc 
$7,286,65:9  e  para  os  Estados  Unidos,  $2,357,739.  Estes  dados 
referem  somente  ao  porto  de  Barranquilla. 

O  Sr.  Victor  Vifquain,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  cm  Pana- 
ma, em  um  relatorio  de  13  de  Setembro  de   1896,  publicadonas 
"Commercial  Relations  of  the  United  States,"  1 895-96,  diz  que 
pelo  que  pode  deduzir  dos  escassissimos  dados  que  tern  a  mao,  0 
valor  das  importa96es  do  Estado  de  Panama,  e  cerca  de  $2,25'o,ooa 
por  anno,  para  os  portos  de  Panama,  Colon  e  Bocas  del  Toro.   As 
importa96es  s3io  artigos  manufacturados  quasi  em  sua  totalidadc. 
Toda  a  farinha  e  a  madeira  de  construc9§lo  procedem  dos  Estados 
Unidos.     Os  Estados  Unidos  occupam  o  primeiro  lugarna  lista 
das  na96es  que  exportam  para  o  Isthmo;  depois  vem  Inglatcrra, 
AUemanha,  Fran9a,  China,  Jap^o,  Italia  e   Hespanha.     Em  um 
relatorio  supplementar  datado  de  4  de   Dezembro  de  1896,  dizo 
mesmo  consul,  ao  enviar  varios  quadros  estatisticos :  "  O  de  Pana- 
ma demonstra  que  cerca  da  ter9a  parte  das  importa95es  vem  dos 
Estados  Unidos;  pode-se  dizer  o  mesmo  de  Colon,  emquantoquc 
o  total  das  importa96es  em    Bocas  del  Toro  vem  dos  Estados 
Unidos.     Este  porto  envia  quasi  tudo  que  produz  para  os  Estados 
Unidos;  Colon  as  tres  quintas partes  e  Panama,  a  metade. 

Os  recursos  interiores  de  Venezuela  sao  incalculaveis,  e  sua 
posi9ao  geographica,  situada  como  esta  no  centro  da  parte  septen- 
trional do  continente  sul-americano,  a  faz  peculiarmente  adaptada 
para  o  estabelecimento  de  um  commercio  mais  estreito  com  os 
Estados  Unidos.  O  mar  das  Antilhas  banha  seu  extenso  littoral, 
e  alii  estao  situados  todos  os  portos  por  onde  fez  seu  commercio 
estrangeiro  e  que  sao  La  Guaira,  porto  principal  da  Republia 
com  um  magnifico  quebra-mar  onde  atracam  os  navios;  Puerto 
Cabello,  Carupano,  Cumana,  Guanta,  Maracaibo,  sobre  o  lagodc 
seu  nome,  por  onde  se  faz  todo  o  trafico  em  transito  para  a  paite 
interior  da  Colombia;  La  Vela  de  Coro  e  Ciudad  Bolivar,  sobrc 
o  Orinoco,  o  rio  mais  importante  de  Venezuela  e  o  segundoda 
America  do  Sul,  navegavel  por  muitas  milhas  e  que  se  comraunica 
com  o  Amazonas. 
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A  unica  linha  americana  de  vapores,  que  faz  o  commercio  entre 
Ncy  York  e  portos  da  America  do  Sul  e  a  Red  D  Line,  que  sahe 
cada  dez  dias  de  New  York  para  La  Guaira  e  Puerto  Cabello 
directamente,  tocando  em  Cura9ao,  e  leva  passageiros  e  carga  para 
ditos  portos  e  de  transferencia  para  Maracaibo  e  Coro.  Um  dos 
vapores  desta  linha  faz  viagens  directas  de  New  York  a  Maracaibo 
e  Coro,  uma  vez  por  mez.  A  linha  Trasatlantica  Espanola  que 
sahe  de  New  York  uma  vez  por  mez  e  depois  de  fazer  escala  na 
ilha  de  Cuba,  vai  a  Puerto  Cabello  e  La  Guaira;  a  linha  hoUan- 
deza,  que  tambem  faz  escala  em  varios  portos  das  Antilhas,  vai  a 
La  Guaira,  Puerto  Cabello,  Carupano,  Cumana,  e  Guanta  e  leva 
mcrcadorias  para  Ciudad  Bolivar,  Caiio  Colorado,  e  Guiria,  as 
quaes  sao  reembarcadas  na  Trinidad.  As  outras  linhas  de  vapores 
que  tocam  em  portos  de  V^enezuela  sao  a  Transatlantica  Franceza, 
a  Hamburg-American,  a  Trasatlantica  Espanola,  a  Royal  Mail, 
ea  Veloce.  A  West  In^ia  and  Pacific  e  a  Harrison,  depois  de 
fazer  escala  em  Barbadas,  Trinidad,  La  Guaira  e  Puerto  Cabello, 
tocam  em  Cura9ao,  em  portos  da  Colombia,  e,  na  viagem  de  volta, 
rauitas  vezes  em  New  Orleans. 

As  condi9oes  topographicas  de  Venezuela  tem  impedido  o 
desenvolvimento  de  suas  vias  de  communica9ao  interna.  Como 
em  todos  os  paizes  que  os  Andes  atravessam,  a  difRculdade  do 
trafico  interior  depende  dos  obstaculos  que  ha  de  veneer.  A 
felta  de  bra90s  e  de  capital,  e  a  riqueza  natural  dos  paizes  situa- 
dos  na  zona  torrida,  sua  fertilidade,  suas  immensas  areas  ainda 
n^o  cultivadas,  cubertas  de  mattos  ricos  de  vegeta9ao  exuberante, 
scrao  as  causas  principaes  de  seu  tardo  progresso,  ate  a  popula9io 
augmentar-se  trazendo  comsigo  necessidades  hoje  quasi  desconheci- 
das.  NSo  obstante  estas  condi^es,  communs  a  quasi  toda  a  Amer- 
ica hespanbola,  Venezuela  tem  hoje  funccionando  as  seguintes 
estradas  de  ferro :  a  de  La  Guaira  a  Caracas,  uma  das  obras  mais 
notaveis  de  engenharia  na  America  hespanhola  que  liga  a  capital  com 
0  porto  principal  da  Republica ;  a  Grande  Estrada  de  Ferro  de 
Venezuela,  que  parte  da  capital  e,  depois  de  atravessar  os  ricos 
valles  de  Aragua,  termina  em  Valencia,  capital  do  Estado  de 
Carabobo,  onde  entronca-se  com  a  estrada  de  ferro  de  Valencia  a 
Puerto  Cabello ;  a  Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  de  Venezuela  que 
parte  tambem  de  Caracas,  e  j^ae  a  leste,  chegando  aos  ricos  centros 
productores  de  Santa  Lucia ;  a  de  Caracas  ate  Valle ;  a  de  Boli- 
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var,  de  Tucacas  a  Barquisimeto,  que  por  meio  de  pequenos  vaporcs 
faz  connexao  em  Tucacas  com  Puerto  Cabello ;  a  de  Barqui- 
simeto, ao  sudoeste ;  a  de  Ceiba  a  Valera ;  a  de  Santa  Barbara  a 
Vigia ;  a  de  Encontrados  a  Fria ;  a  de  Carenero  a  San  Jose ;  a 
de  Guanta  a  Barcelona ;  a  de  Maiquetia  a  Macuto  e  varias  linhas 
mais  projectadas.  Ha  tembem  muitas  estradas  de  rodagem  c 
caminhos  de  montaria. 

A  agricultura  e  a  cria9ao  s^o  a  principal  riqueza  de  Venezuela. 
A  diversidade  do  seu  clima,  a  fertilidade  do  seu  solo,  banhado  por 
innumeraveis  rios;  suas  immensas  planicies  cubertas  sempredc 
abundante  pastagem,  aguardam  somente  o  impulse  do  capital  c 
do  trabalho  para  produzir  os  mais  satisfactorios  resultados.    Os 
principaes  productos  agricolas  sSo  cafe,  cacao,  favas  de  Tonka, 
borracha,  assucar,  tabaco,  anil,  e  tudo  que  produz  a  zona  tropical. 
As  opportunidades  para  a  cria9§lo  de  gado  vaccum  sio  rauito 
grandes,  e  so  a  falta  de  meios  de  comn>unica9ao  com  o  interior  do 
paiz  tem   impedido  o  desenvolvimento   desta    industria.     Nao 
obstante  isto,  Venezuela  fomece  de  gado  em  pe  quasi  todasas 
Antilhas  mais  proximas  a  costa  e  as  Guyanas.     O  Ministro  mt- 
ricano  em  Caracas,  O  Honrado  Francis  B.  Loomis,  em  umrela- 
torio  datado  de   19  de  Novembro  de  1897,  dirigido  a  Secretaria 
de  Estado,  diz  o  seguinte:  "A  industria  pecuaria  em  Venezuda 
pode  chegar  a  adquirir  em  qualquer  tempo  tal  importancia  que 
se  converta  em  amea95  para  a  exporta9ao  de  gado  dos  Estados 
Unidos.     *     *     *     A  industria  pecuaria  esta  ainda  em  sua  inian- 
cia  em  Venezuela  e  ha  muitas  razoes  para  crer  que  e  capaz  de  urn 
enorme  desenvolvimento.     Os  terrenos  proprios  para  boa  pastagem 
s2Lo  de  vasta  extensao." 

Ha  no  paiz  226  minas  de  quarenta-dous  metaes  diffcrentcs, 
sendo  os  principaes  ouro,  cobre,  asphalto,  petroleo,  urao,  marmorc, 
sal,  etc. 

O  principal  artigo  de  exporta9ao  de  Venezuela  e  o  cafe,  do 
qual  se  consome  grande  quantidade  nos  Estados  Unidos,  em cujos 
mercados  e  conhecido  com  os  nomes  de  "  Caracas  "  e  **  Maracaibo," 
a  primeira  destas  denomina95es  incluindo  os  cafes  do  centre  do 
paiz  que  se  exportam  por  La  Guaira,  Puerto  Cabello,  e  Cumana, 
e  a  de  "  Maracaibo,"  os  da  regiao  do  Zulia  e  dos  Andes,  Trujillo» 
Merida,  Tovar,  Bocono,  San  Cristobal,  etc.     As  exportac5es  dc 
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:afe  de  Venezuela  para  os  Estados  Unidos,  principalmente  as  de 
La  Guaira  e  P.uerto  Cabello,  que  em  1888  alcan9avam  242,890 
accos,  diminuiram  em  1895  a  3,718  saccos,  por  felta  de  um  tra- 
ado  de  reciprocidade  entre  1892  e  1894.  Quando  se  revogaram 
)s  direitos  de  represalia  em  1894,  come9aram  a  augmentar  outra 
/ez  as  importa96es  de  ditos  cafes.  As  importa96es  de  cafe  de 
Vlaracaibo  que  tambem  diminuiram  muito  durante  aquelle  periodo, 
:em  come9ado  de  novo  a  augmentar  lentamente,  de  modo  que 
juasi  toda  a  colheita  dessa  procedencia  vem  agora  a  este  mercado. 

O  cacao  de  Venezuela  tambem  encontra  prompta  venda  nos 
Estados  Unidos,  em  cujos  mercados  se  conhece,  como  o  cafe,  com 
DS  nomes  de  "Caracas"  e  "Maracaibo,"  comprehendendo  a  pri- 
meira  classe  os  procedentes  de  Rio  Caribe,  Guiria,  Carupano,  Rio 
Chico,  H  iguerote,  e  outras  povoa95es  da  costa  oriental ;  a  segunda 
classe  vem  dos  Estados  de  Julia  e  Los  Andes.  Tambem  se 
sxportam  couros  e  pelles,  borracha,  favas  de  Tonka,  madeiras  de 
dnturaria  e  outros  productos. 

Pela  natureza  das  exporta96es  se  comprehende  que  as  impor- 
a9oes  de  Venezuela  abrangem  toda  classe  de  productos  da  indus- 
Tia  manufactureira,  os  quaes  vem  da  Europa  e  dos  Estados 
Unidos.  As  principaes  importa96es  dos  Estados  Unidos  sSo 
arinha  de  trigo,  banha,  manteiga,  kerosene,  viveres  de  todas  as 
classes,  oleos  e  tintas,  arame  farpado,  cordoalha,  armas  de  fogo, 
::iinento  romano,  drogas  e  perfumarias,  ferragens,  papel  e  artigos  de 
Lxnprensa,  machinas  de  coser,  madeira  de  construc92Lo,  tabaco  picado 
para  cigarros,  machinas,  obras  de  vidro  e  artigos  para  lampadas  e 
^gumas  telas  e  tecidos.  A  importa9ao  principal  desta  classe  de 
g€neros  e  da  Inglaterra  e  da  Fran9a,  nSo  obstante  ser  um  facto 
r^conhecido  que  os  ditos  productos  da  industria  manufactureira 
dos  Estados  Unidos  podem  fazer  concurrencia  com  os  Europeos 
^m  qualidade,  ainda  que  n2to  sempre  na  barateza  do  pre90. 

As  exporta96es  feitas  pelo  porto  de  New  York  para  portos  de 
Venezuela,  durante  o  anno  findo  em  31  de  Dezembro  de  1897, 
^gundo  dados  subministrados  a  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Ameri- 
^nas,  pelo  Sr.  Don  Antonio  E.  Delfino,  Consul  Geral  de  Vene- 
zuela naquelle  porto,  montaram  a  $3,183,016.86,  ouro  americano, 
^  deduzindo  desta  somma  $91,35176,  por  ouro  cunhado,  nos 
deixa  um  total  liquido  de  $3,091,665.19,  valor  das  mercadorias 
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export^das.  Durante  o  exercicio  de  1896,  segundo  dados  estatis- 
ticos  do  Thesouro  dos  Estados  Unidos,  o  commercio  de  Vcnzuela 
com  cste  paiz  alcan90u  os  seguintes  algarismos :  impoita96es  dc 
Venezuela,  $9,649,91 1 ;  exporta95es  para  Venezuela  $3,838,746. 
Em  1893.  Venezuela  importou  as  seguintes  quantidadcs:  dos 
Estados  Unidos,  $4,207,661 ;  da  Fran9a,  $2,335,300;  da  Gii 
Bretanha,  $4,553,287  e  da  AUemanha  mais  ou  menos  $2,000,000. 

O  territorio  das  Guyanas  e  occupado  pelas  possessOes  inglezas, 
hoUandezas,  e  francezas  no  continente  meridional.  Suas  princi- 
paes  cidades  sJo  Georgetown  ou  Demerara,  capital  da  Guyana 
ingleza,  com  um  bom  porto;  Paramarybo,  capital  da  Guyana 
hoUandeza,  no  rio  Surinan,  e  Gayenna,  capital  da  fianceza,  sobre 
o  Atlantico. 

Os  recursos  naturaes  destas  colonias  sSo  identicos;  todas  pro- 
duzem  canna  de  assucar,  que  e  a  mais  importante  de  suas  indus- 
trias,  cafe,  cacao,  arroz,  bananas,  etc. ;  madeiras  de  constniccao  c 
marcenaria  e  mineraes  de  ouro.  O  commercio  estrangeiro  da 
Guyana  ingleza,  segundo  relatorios  ofRciaes,  e  como  segue :  quasi 
a  metade  das  importa95es  da  colonia  vem  da  Grsl  Bretanha,  a 
quinta  parte  dos  Estados  Unidos,  e  o  resto  esta  repartido  cntre 
outras  na90es.  Assucar,  rhum,  melados^  ouro  e  madeiras  s^o  as 
principaes  exporta96es  da  colonia.  A  maior  parte  do  assucar  c 
exportada  para  os  Estados  Unidos.  No  anno  de  1895-96,  a 
quantidade  de  assucar  que  se  exportou  para  os  Estados  Unidos 
foi  no  valor  de  $3,150,129,  contra  $1,685,302  para  a  Gr3  Bre- 
tanha. Os  principaes  productos  que  se  exportam  dos  Estados 
Unidos  s5o  cereaes  e  provisoes  de  todas  as  classes,  e  da  Inglatcna 
importa  machinas,  pannos,  etc. 

A  este  respeito  diz  o  Consul  americano,  o  Sr.  Pattersok,  cm 
xxvsx  relatorio  publicado  no  Volume  I  das  "  Commercial  Relations 
of  the  United  States"  1895-96,  o  que  segue: 

"  Por  ser  esta  colonia  essencialmente  ingleza  e  por  scrcm  os 
habitantes  acostumados  a  usar  productos  inglezes,  taes  co^ 
fazendas*  artigos  de  fantasia  e  cal9ado,a  maior  parte  nSosabcnada 
dosaitigos  americanos.  Muitbs  inglezes  preferem  certasmcrca* 
doria9  americanas,  mas  nSo  podem  obtel-as.  Uma  das  razdespor 
que  as  fazendas  e  o  cal9ado,  quasi  em  sua  totalidade  sSo  importa- 
dos  da  Inglaterra  e  por  que  as  casas  importadoras  tem  seus  agcntcs 
em.  Londres  onde  seus  creditos  estSio  estabelecidos,  e  a  menos  que 
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am  obrigados  a  nSto  fazel-o,  continuarao  imporcando  da  Ingla- 
Ta.  Tenho  fallado  com  varias  pessoas  acerca  disto,  e  asseguram 
e  a  Inglaterra  vende  mais  barato  que  os  Estados  Unidos." 
A  Guyana  ingleza  esta  em  communica92to  regular  com  a  Europa, 
:om  OS  Estados  Unidos  por  meio  dos  vapores  da  Royal  Dutch 
ail,  cada  tres  semanas;  a  linha  Armstrong,  que  envia  a  New 
)rk  um  ou  dous  vapores  por  mez  e  a  linha  Quebec  de  dous 
pores  mensaes.  O  frete  aos  Estados  Unidos  e  modico  e  faz-se 
/iagem  em  cerca  de  lo  dias. 

Na  Guyana  hoUandeza,  cujo  commercio  tem  soffrido  nos  ulti- 
3S  annos  pela  baixa  do  cacao,  do  assucar  e  a  diminiu9^o  da 
3duc9§lo  de  ouro,  tem-se  estabelecido  ultimamente  uma  nova 
lustria,  a  extrac9ao  da  resina  da  halata^  que  se  emprega  como 
bstituto  da  borracha.  Este  producto  quasi  em  sua  totalidade 
enviado  para  os  Estados  Unidos.     As  principaes  exporta95es 

colonia  sSo  balata^  cacao,  cafe,  ouro,  couros,  cocos,  assucar  e 
adeiras;  suas  importa96es  sSlo  cereaes  e  provisdes  de  todas  as 
isses,  ferragens,  fazendas,  kerosene  e  madeira  de  pinho.  Dos 
stados  Unidos  importa  viveres  e  provisdes,  cereaes,  kerosene, 
adeira  de  pinho  e  ferragens.  Tudo  mais  que  se  consome  na 
Ionia  vem  da  Inglaterra  e  da  Hollanda.  O  valor  total  das 
porta95es  da  colonia  para  os  Estados  Unidos,  no  anno  fiscal 
tdo  em  30  de  Junho  de  1896,  se  calculou  em  $957,247,  contra 
j6 1,657  4^^  ^^^  ^  4^^  importou  deste  paiz,  segundo  as  estatis- 
:as  ofBciaes  do  Thesouro  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Faz-se  com- 
unica9ao  com  este  paiz  pela  Royal  West  India  Mail. 
A  Guyana  franceza  tem  ricas  minas  de  ouro  em  explora9ao. 
ultivam-se  alii  o  cafe,  a  balata^  o  cacao  e  a  canna  de  assucar. 
ambem  produz  madeiras  de  construc9§lo  e  de  marcenaria  e 
lantas  medicinaes.  As  unicas  importa96es  que  faz  dos  Estados 
Jnidos  s^o  cereaes,  viveres  e  provisoes  de  todas  as  classes;  tudo 
lais  vem  da  Europa.  Nao  ha  linhas  de  communica9ao  directa 
am  OS  Estados  Unidos.  Referindo-se  ao  commercio  deste  paiz 
am  a  Guyana  franceza,  diz  o  Consul  americano,  o  Sr.  Wascogne, 
ai  um  relatorio  publicado,  nas  "Commercial  Relations  of  the 
United  States"  1895-96,  que,  si  nSo  fossem  os  altos  direitos 
iuaneiros  da  colonia,  o  commercio  em  madeiras  e  productos 
mericanos  que  alii  se  importam,  augmentaria. 

So  nos  resta  mencionar  a  ilha  hollandeza  de  Cura9ao  e  a  colonia 
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britannica  de  Trinidad,  ambas  as  quaes  occupam  uma  posiijfc 
geographica  excepcional  e  tem  excellentes  portos.  Estao  pouco 
distantes  das  costas  de  Venezuela,  e  servem  de  ponto  de  distribui- 
93I0  as  mercadorias  que  vSo  para  a  dita  Republica  e  Colombia. 
Em  Cura9ao  tocam  quasi  todos  os  navios  que  v5o  a  ambos  os 
paizes.  Os  unicos  productos  que  exporta  Cura9ao  sio  dividivi, 
pelles  e  couros,  \i  de  qualidade  inferior,  phosphatos  e  saL  Suas 
importa96es  comprehendem  quasi  todos  os  generos  de  consumo, 
sendo  quasi  todos  os  artigos  alimenticios  que  se  importarn  dc 
procedencia  americana.  Com  a  excep9ao  de  muito  poucos  gene* 
ros,  quasi  todas  as  importa96es  em  Cura9ao  sahem  outra  vez  para 
as  costas  da  Colombia  e  Venezuela,  desde  Panama  ate  o  Orinoca 
Em  um  relatorio  do  Consul  americano,  Jarvis  Spencer,  datado 
de  9  de  Fevereiro  de  1897,  apparecem  as  seguintes  palavras: 

"  Desejo  dizer  que  Cura9ao  tem  mais  facil  accesso  a  todas  partes 
da  Colombia  e  de  Venezuela  que  qualquer  outro  lugar,  dentro  ou 
fora  desses  paizes,  e  e  por  conseguinte  o  lugar  onde  dcve  scr 
introduzida  a  cunha  que  deve  abrir  as  rela95es  de  commcrcio  em 
productos  americanos  nesta  parte  da  America  do  Sul.  0  que 
approvarem  os  commerciantes  de  Cura9ao,  chegara  com  certeza 
aos  paizes  a  que  se  fez  referencia,  pois  estes  commerciantes  com- 
prehendem perfeitamente  as  necessidades  de  sens  freguezcs." 

A  colonia  britannica  de  Trinidad  comp5e-se  da  ilha  destc 
nome  e  a  de  Tobago.  Situada  a  poucas  milhas  do  delta  do 
Orinoco  e  Trinidad,  a  chave  desta  grande  arteria  fluvial  de  Ven^ 
zuela.  Aqui  como  a  Cura9ao  chegam  mercadorias  de  transito 
para  Venezuela.  Puerto  Espafia,  cidade  principal  e  porto  da  ilha, 
tem  um  ancoradouro  que  se  considera  como  o  melhor  das  And- 
Ihas,  onde  tocam  muitos  vapores  em  sua  viagem  para  a  America 
Central  e  do  Sul.  A  communicaf^o  entre  New  York  e  Puerto 
Espafia  se  faz  pelos  vapores  da  Trinidad  Line,  e  a  Royal  Dutch 
Line.  Entre  Ciudad  Bolivar  (Venezuela)  e  Puerto  Espafia  ha 
linhas  estabelecidas  de  vapores  que  fazem  o  trafico  pelo  Orinoco. 

Os  principaes  productos  da  ilha  s3Lo  cacao,  de  fama  universal 
cafe  em  pouca  quantidade,  assucar,  asphalto,  cocos  e  bananas. 
Seu  commercio  de  exporta9§o  em  1896,  segundo  dados  estatisti- 
cos  oflficiaes  inglezes,  foi  como  segue:  importa95es,  ^^2, 188,1891 
exporta9oes,  ^2,165,820.  A  colonia  importou  da  Gra  Breunha 
no  valor   de    jC97^^5^5y   ^   dos    Estados    Unidos   no  valor  de 
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{,440,  contra  ^^943,888  e  ;^669,950,  exportado  para  ambos 
iizes  respectivamente.  O  resto  do  commercio,  tanto  de 
ita9ao  como  de  exporta93Lo  faz-se  com  a  Fran9a,  Venezuela  e 
tras  Antilhas. 

>mando  em  considera93lo  a  riqueza  natural  destes  paizes  e  a 
de  meios  para  desenvolvel-as,  a.  carencia  de  industrias  e  de 
le  communica9ao  com  o  interior,  a  necessidade  de  bra9os  e 
pital  por  um  lado  e  por  outro  o  espiritode  empreza  americano, 
uezas  que  possuem  os  Estados  Unidos,  e  suas  immensas  indus- 
jue  podem  fbmecer  a  America  hespanhola  tudo  que  necessite, 
e  natural  que,  em  vista  de  sua  posi9ao  geographica,  fossem  os 
los  Unidos  os  donos  do  commercio  estrangeiro  da  America 
.  Emquanto  que  os  Estados  Unidos  occupavam-se  exclu- 
lente  em  seu  proprio  desenvolvimento,  a  Inglaterra,  AUe- 
a  e  Fran9a  dedicavam-se  com  assiduidade  a  buscar  mercados 
3  excesso  de  seus  productos  industriaes.  Na  America  hes- 
)la  acharam  o  que  desejavam  e  se  dedicaram  a  estudar  os 
5  e  as  necessidades  daquelles  povos  e  os  meios  de  estabelecer 
m  commercio,  tanto  mais  lucrativo  quanto  n§o  tinham  rivaes. 
egou  o  momento  em  que  os  Estados  Unidos  quizeram 
*m  participar  destes  beneficios  e  come9aram  a  tarefa,  nio 
^gando,  entretanto,  os  methodos  seguidos  por  seus  competi- 
,  mas  OS  que  davam  bons  resultados  em  seu  proprio  paiz. 
e  ent^o  tem-se  feito  esfor90s  mais  ou  menos  continuos  em 
:u9ao  do  objecto  que  se  propunham  e  tem-se  visto  quaes  sJo 
mltados.  Mas  as  correntes  do  commercio  nio  podem  ser 
idas  a  vontade;  para  conseguil-o  se  necessita  um  trabalho 
oso  e  consciencioso.  E  preciso,  antes  que  tudo,  dar  a 
:cer  de  uma  maneira  pratica  e  digna  de  confian9a  a  excellencia 
roducto,  suas  vantagens,  seu  consumo;  e  necessario,  logo, 
rlecer  meios  de  communica9So  entre  o  productor  e  o  con- 
lor;  estudar  os  gostos,  as  necessidades,  os  costumes,  os  meios 
le  disp6e  o  consumidor,  para  satisfazer  as  exigencias  do  caso. 
da  talla  mais  alto  em  favor  dos  productos  americanos  que  as 
:a95es  europeas  que,  com  o  nome  de  productos  dos  Estados 
OS,  se  vendem  na  America  hespanhola.  Este  e  um  facto  quq 
fnoram  os  fabricantes  americanos  e  do  qual,  comtudo,  pare- 
lao  estudar  tudo  que  poderiam.  Tambem  n2Lo  parecem  ter 
ido  um  systema  de  credito  que  possa  fazer  concurrencia  com 
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OS  que  concede  a  Europa;  systema  que  e  a  base  de  sua  prosperi- 
dade  commercial  em  America  hespanhola,  porque  deve-se  Icmbrar 
que  se  fazem  os  pagamentos  quando  se  recolhem  as  colheitas,  unica 
fonte  de  riqueza  destes  paizes  c  que  sio  muito  poucos  os  commer- 
ciantes  que  compram  a  curto  prazo  para  vender  logo  com  largos 
creditos.  O  productor  e  o  vendedor  devem  ajustar-se  sempre  as 
necessidades  do  consumidor.  Emquanto  nao  se  fizer  isto,  nao  sera 
possivel  que  o  commercio  flores9a. 

Estudem-se  nos  mercados  mesmos  os  usos  commerciacs,  as 
necessidades  peculiares,  os  costumes  do  comprador,  como  o  fazem 
as  casas  europeas.  Estabele9am-se  linhas  de  vapores  americanas 
quevSodos  Estados  Unidosa  America  hespanhola ;  constmam-sc 
estradas  de  ferro  americanas  alii  onde  quasi  todas  as  que  cxistem 
sao  francezas,  inglezas  ou  allemSLs;  estabele9am-se  casas  ameri- 
canas, em  concurrencia  com  as  allemas,  francezas  e  inglezas,  e  0 
producto  americano,  quasi  sem  outro  esfor^o  alem  da  introduccao 
ao  mercado  chegara  a  occupar  o  lugar  a  que  tem  direito  em  virtudc 
de  suas  qualidades,  porque  ja  esta  provado  que,  com  algumas 
excep96es,  devidas  a  novidade  de  suas  industrias,  os  productos 
do9  Estados  Unidos  podem  fazer  concurrencia  e  fazem  concur- 
rencia com  OS  da  Europa. 

O  passo  em  favor  do  commercio  americano  que  acaba  de  dar 
a  Associa9ao  Nacional  de  Manufactureiros  dos  Estados  Unidos 
da  America  com  o  estabelecimento  em  Caracas,  capital  de  Vene- 
zuela, de  uma  Exposi9ao  permanente,  e  digno  do  maior  encomio 
porque  e  a  primeira  pedra  do  edificio  que  ao  commercio  dos 
"americanos  com  os  americanos,"  levantara  todo  um  continente. 
Emprezas  semelhantes  estabelecidas  nos  outros  paizes,  acorapa- 
nhadas  do  estudo  das  exigencias  especiaes  de  cada  uma  dellas, 
tem  de  ser  a  base  da  prosperidade  commercial  dos  Estados 
Unidos,  que,  como  se  disse  e  e  bem  sabido,  produzem  e  podem 
produzir  tudo  quanto  se  consome  no  continente. 
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A  EXPOSI9AO  TRANSMISSISSIPPIANA  E  INTER- 

NACIONAL. 

O  dia  primeiro  do  mez  de  Junho  foi  fixado  para  a  inaugura9ao 
da  grande  exposi9£Lo  industrial,  agricola*  e  artistica  que  vai  ser 
:elebrada  na  cidade  de  Omaha,  Estado  de  Nebraska,  e  cuja 
iura9ao  sera  de  cinco  mezes.  Tudo  parece  indicar  que  a  Exposi^ao 
Tansmississippiana  vai  ser  uma  das  mais  notaveis  que  se  tern  visto 
10s  Estados  Unidos  e  que  sera  fructifera  em  beneficos  resultados. 
Apenas  poderia  ser  de  outra  maneira,  visto  que  vao  ser  expostos 
illi,  em  primeiro  lugar,  as  riquezas  e  productos  dessa  maravilhosa 
;ec92Lo  que  se  chama  o  Oeste,  cujo  progresso  e  desenvolvimento 
los  ultimos  annos  s^o  o  assombro  de  estrangeiros  e  nacionaes.  Na 
•ealidade,  n3lo  registrSio  os  annaes  do  mundo  nada  comparavel  ao 
:rescimento  destes  estados  da  Uniao  americana,  que  formam  a 
irasta  regiao  alem  do  Mississippi  e  abrangem  uma  area  de  mais  de 
2,500,000  milhas  quadradas,  com  uma  popula92Lo'  de  cerca  de 
20,000,000  habitantes.  Este  e  o  immenso  celleiro  publico  da 
America,  a  regiao  agricola  e  mineral  por  excellencia,  onde  se 
^ncontram  grandes  florestas  que  d^o  excellentes  madeiras  de  con- 
5truc9ao,  e  se  estendem  vastissimos  campos,  nos  quaes  pastam 
innumeraveis  manadas  de  gado,  que  constituem  por  si  mesrno  uma 
das  mais  inesgotaveis  fontes  da  riqueza  publica.  Mas,  sobretudo, 
3  Oeste  e  a  terra  prodigiosa  onde  se  tem  levantado,  durante  a 
existencia  de  uma  gera9ao,  bellas  e  populosas  cidades  que  figuram 
em  primeira  linha  entre  os  centros  industriaes,  artisticos  e  com- 
merciaes  do  paiz,  e  que  sSo  verdadeiros  representantes  da  cultura 
nacional. 

Os  illimitados  recursos  do  grande  Oeste  vao  ser  expostos 
talvez  pela  primeira  vez,  e  e  isto  que  vai  dar  a  Exposi9ao  Trans- 
mississippiana  um  caracter  especial,  que  a  faz  digna  de  cuidadosa 
observa9ao  por  todos  quantos  se  interessam  no  progresso  da 
America. 

Como  era  de  esperar  o  Govemo  dos  Estados  Unidos  tem 
tomado  activa  participa9ao  nesta  notavel  empreza,  e  o  Congresso 
votou  um  credito  de  $200,000  para  fazer  frente  aos  gastos  que 
necessariamente  exigira  a  exposi9ao  official,  incluindo  o  edificio, 
OS  transportes  de  objectos  e  outras  cousas  semelhantes. 
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Todos  OS  estados  do  oeste  e  muitos  do  sul  e  de  leste  concor- 
rerSo  a  Exposi9ao  de  Omaha ;  mas  tera  esta  tambem  urn  caractCT 
intemacional,  pois  varios  paizes  estrangeiros  tern  acceito  o  convitc 
que,  por  intermedio  da  Secretaria  de  Estado,  os  fez  o  Govemo 
americano,  para  tomar  parte  no  grande  concursotransmississippiano. 
A  Exposi93Lo  de  Omaha'  tem  interesse  especial  para  as  na96cs  da 
America  latina,  porque  desejosas,  como  estSo,  de  augmentar  suas 
rela96es  commerciaes  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  nio  podem  deixar 
de  ver  naquelle  acontecimento  uma  occasiSo  muito  propicia  para 
dar  a  conhecer  seus  productos,  ainda  mais  do  que  ja  se  conhecenu 
nos  mercados  deste  paiz,  e  para  vir  a  observar  de  cerca  o  pro- 
gresso  industrial  desta  grande  na9ao.  Como  e  bem  sabido,  0 
commercio  da  maior  parte  das  republicas  da  America  latina  tem 
sido  por  muitos  annos  principalmente  com  a  Europa,  ainda  que 
tem  de-reconhecer  o  facto  de  que  nos  ultimos  annos  negociam 
consideravelmente  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  notando-se  uma  ten- 
dencia  favoravel  ao  crescimento  desse  commercio. 

Mas  seja  isto  como  for,  ainda  fica  muito  para  fazer,  e  0  dia 
chegara  em  que  tanto  os  americanos  do  norte  como  os  do  sul, 
recordarSo  com  sorpresa  a  epocha  em  que  suas  mutuas  transac96cs 
commerciaes  limitavam-se  a  certa  classe  de  artigos  somente,  e  em 
que  OS  habitantes  de  algumas  das  secc5es  mais  vastas  deste  conti- 
nente  atravessaram  o  Atlantico  e  iam  aos  mercados  da  Inglaterra, 
Fran9a,  Allemanha  e  Italia  em  busca  de  manufacturas,  que  as 
fabricas  americanas  produzem  a  perfei9ao.     EntSo  parecera  inacredi- 
tavel  que,  em  fins  do  seculo  XIX,  os  commerciantes  de  alguns 
pontos  da  America  Central,  por  exemplo,  levavam  de  Hamburgo, 
na  Allemaha,  dobrando  o  cabo  Horn  ou  passando  pelo  estreito  dc 
Magalhaes,  e  atravessando  nSo  menos  de  onze  mil  milhas,  artigos 
de  diversas  classes  que  podiam  facilmente  obter  nos  Estados  Uni- 
dos, viajando  uma  quinta  parte  daquella  enorme  distancia. 

Nesse  futuro  n2Lo  muito  longe,  serSLo  considerados  como  verda- 
deiras  curiosidades,  numerosos  artigos  europeos  que  hoje  se  encon- 
tram  por  todas  as  partes  da  America  latina,  taes  como  pianos, 
cal9ado,  obras  de  vidro  e  mobilia  fi'ancezas;  chapeos,  fazendas, 
prepara95es  chimicas  e  pharmaceuticas,  lampadas  e  brinquedos 
allemaes ;  generos  de  linho,  de  algodSo  e  de  12L,  cutelaria,  objectos 
de  couro,  papel  e  ferragens  da  Inglaterra.  Apenas  parece  possivcl 
que  hoje  mesmo  se  levam  a   Republica  do  Uruguay  machinasdc 
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ser  da  Allemanha,  sendo  este  artigo,  como  e,  essencialmente 
lericano.  Dos  Estados  Unidos  se  exportam  trilhos  para  a 
uropa,  um  facto  que  de  seguro  e  ignorado  em  muitas  partes  da 
merica  latina  porque  muitos  daquelles  paizes  importam  da 
glaterra  todo  ou  quasi  todo  o  material  de  estradas  de  ferro  que 
cessitam,  incluindo  os  trilhos.  NSo  obstante  ser  um  facto 
:onhecido  que  nos  Estados  Unidos  se  fabricam  as  melhores 
ichinas  do  mundo,  alguns  paizes  da  America  ainda  compram 
Europa  as  machinas  que  necessitam,  sem  exceptuar  os  engenhos 
assucar. 

Antes  o  temos  dito  no  Boletim  Mensal  e  agora  o  repetimos, 
e  a  industria  dos  Estados  Unidos  e,  ate  certo  ponto,  desconhe- 
la  na  America  latina,  e,  por  conseguinte,  o  commercio  entre  as 
fOes  do  norte  e  do  sul  de  nosso  continente  nSo  tem  alcan9ado 
ida  todo  o  desenvolvimento  que  tera  mais  tarde.  As  exposi96es 
emacionaes  contfibuem  poderosamente  a  este  resultado,  e  por 
)  consideramos  como  muito  beneficiosa  a  Exposi9ao  que  se  vai 
ir  na  cidade  de  Omaha. 

\  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas  comprehende  toda  a 
)ortancia  que  aquelle  concurso  tem  para  os  paizes  que  formam  a 
iao  Intemacional,  e  interessa-se  profundamente  em  que  tenha 
xito  mais  completo.  Sendo  o  centro  official  de  informa9ao 
Ltiva  ao  commercio,  a  produc9ao,  a  industria,  o  progress©  mate- 
e  emfim,  relativa  a  tudo  que  affecta  o  melhoramento  das  repub- 
s  do  Hemispherio  Occidental,  a  Secretaria  deseja  que  a 
posi9^o  Transmississippiana  seja  bem  conhecida  e  apreciada  em 
o  o  continente.  Os  trabalhos  da  Secretaria  abrangem  um 
nde  numero  de  ramos,  e  nSio  se  omittem  esfor9os  para  fazel-os 
sfactorios  a  todos  os  Governos  representados  nesta  Uniao  Inter- 
ional.  Por  meio  do  Boletim  Mensal,  fornecem-se  aos  indus- 
es  e  commerciantes  dos  Estados  Unidos  valiosas  imforma95es 
rca  das  opportunidades  que  ofFerecem  ao  commercio  os  paizes 
ridionaes,  ao  mesmo  tempo  que  se  levam  a  estes  ultimos  as 
icias  mais  recentes  sobre  os  mercados  norte-americanos. 
Ilomo  uma  das  provas  mais  eloquentes  dos  constantes  e  labo- 
os  esfor90s  da  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas  para 
lentar  o  commercio  entre  todas  as  na95es  deste  continente, 
le-se  mencionar  o  Directorio  Commercial,  cujo  segundo  vo- 
le em  breve  sahira  a  luz.     Nessa  obra,  que  bem  merece  que  se 
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chame  a  unica  de  sua  classe,  se  encontra  compilado  maior  numero 
de  dados  importantes,  por  nSo  dizer  necessarios,  para  o  commercio 
americano,  que  em  todas  as  outras  publica95es  dessa  especie  que 
circulam  pelo  mundo.  Como  livro  de  consulta,  o  Directoriomo 
tern  rival,  e  nSo  ha  exagera9ao  em  assegurar  que,  avaliando-se  dellc, 
OS  homens  de  negocios  da  America  do  Norte  e  do  Sul  podem  ch^ 
gar  a  conhecer  melhor  os  recursos  de  seus  respectivos  paizes,  que 
lendo  numerosos  volumes  sobre  este  mesmo  assumpto. 

Temos  dito  quio  imperfeitamente  se  conhecem  na  America 
latina  os  productos  da  industria  norte-americana.     Vamos  agora 
dizer  algumas  palavras  acerca  da  carencia  de  imforma96es  que  sc 
nota  nos  Estados  Unidos  relativamente  aos  paizes  latino-amcri- 
canos  e  seus  recursos.     Ate  ha  poucos  annos,  os  commerciantes 
deste  paiz  fizeram  pouco  caso  do  commercio  com  as  na96es  deste 
continente,  exceptuando  o  Mexico  e  talvez  uma  ou  duas  mais; 
e  e  devido  a  este  facto  que  a  Europa  estabeleceu  um  verdadciro 
monopolio  commercial  na  America  Central  e  do  Sul.    Tem-sc 
citado  muitas  causas  para  explicar  esta  especie   de   indifferen9a 
mercantil  por  parte  dos  Estados  Unidos,  com  rela9ao  aos  outros 
paizes  do   Novo   Mundo,  e   uma  dellas  tem  sido,  sem  duvida 
alguma,  o  grande  commercio  entre  os  estados  da  Uniao  ao  qual 
apenas  bastavam  todas  as  fabricas  deste  paiz.     No  correr  do  tempa 
comtudo,  e  quando  a  produc9ao  industrial  excedeu  ao  consumo, 
tornou-se  indispensavel  buscar  consumidores  estrangeiros,  c  como 
era  natural,  pensou-se  na  America  latina  e  se  procedeu  a  fazer 
um  exame  daquelles  mercados.     EntSlo  se  comprehendeu  pela  pri- 
meira  vez  que  este  paiz  tinha  abandonado  a  especula9ao  europca 
um  vastissimo  campo  de  ac9ao,  onde  o  genio  e  a  actividadc  do 
povo  americano  podiam  ter  ido  recolhendo  por  muito  tempo 
vantagens    inestimaveis.     E    na  verdade,  quando   se   pensa  nas 
riquezas  que  encerra  essa  immensa  regiao  que  estende^se  dcsdc  0 
Mexico  ate  o  Chile,  nao  pode  deixar  de  sorprender  que  nao  tenha 
desde   o   principio   chamado   a  atten92Lo   da  Grande  Republica 
como  theatro  digno  do  espirito  de  empreza  de  uma  ra9a  essencial- 
mente  emprehendedora. 

■ 

Um  olhar  para  o  mappa  da  America  basta  para  poder  apreciar 
o  que  significam  hoje  as  na95es  americanas  de  origem  latina,  c  0 
que  necessariamente  significar^o  amanha.  Ja  a  immigra^ao 
europea  esta  operando  na  Republica  Argentina  uma  transfoniia9ao 
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»  prodigiosa  como  a  que  operdu  nos  Estados  Unidos,  e  a  rica, 
pulosa  e  esplendida  cidade  de  Buenos  Aires  merece  ser  designada 
n  o  nome  de  New  York  da  America  do  Sul.     Quando  toda  a 

ft 

nerica  do  Sul  estiver  povoada  em  propor9ao  a  sua  area  terri- 
ial,  havera  naquelle  formoso  continente  mais  habitantes  que  os 
e  a  Europa  tern  na  actualidade.  A  America  Central  caminha 
jrande  passo  a  occupar  um  posto  proeminente,  sob  o  ponto  de 
ta  commercial,  ao  lado  das  outras  grandes  sec95es  deste  hemis- 
erio,  e  a  immigracSo  estrangeira  que  ja  vai  procurando  suas 
lias,  fara  daquella  magnifica  regiao  uma  das  por96es  mais  ricas 
globo.  Parece  quasi  desnecessario  fallar  do  Mexico,  cujo  pro- 
isso  durante  os  ultimos  annos  e  com  justi9a  motivo  de  orgulho 
"a  seus  filhos  e  de  admira9ao  para  o  mundo  inteiro. 
As  exposi96es  internacionaes  est^o  reconhecidas  como  poderosos 
tores  no  progresso  das  artes,  a  industria  e  o  commercio,  e  por 
3  as  grandes  na95es  celebram  de  tempo  em  tempo  concursos 
>ta  natureza.  A  Fran9a  esta  fazendo  activas  prepara9oes  para 
^rande  exposi9ao  de  1900,  que  sera  a  terceira  que  ja  se  tem 
ebrado  dentro  de  trinta  e  tres  annos.  Nos  Estados  Unidos 
ave  no  decurso  de  menos  de  duas  decadas  a  Exposi9ao  do 
ntenario  em  Philadelphia,  que  verificou-se  em  1876,  e  a  Uni- 
•sal  de  Chicago,  em  1893.  Alem  destas,  havia  outras  que, 
ida  que  menores  em  suas  prop©r95es,  n2Lo  o  tem  sido  provavel- 
:nte,  em  seus  resultados,  como  a  de  Atlanta  em  1881,  a  de 
*w  Orleans  em  1884,  a  de  Sail  Francisco  da  California  em 
94,  a  segunda  de  Atlanta  em  1895  e  a  de  Nashville  em  1897. 
Gra  Bretanha  reconheceu,  desde  ha  muito  tempo,  a  necessi- 
ie  de  celebrar  exposi96es  industriaes,  e  ja  em  1828  celebrou-se 
la  em  Londres  que  nSo  produziu  todos  os  resultados  que  della 
promettiam.  Mais'tarde,  em  1845,  ^  exposi9ao  de  manufac- 
as  que  tambem  teve  lugar  na  capital  do.  Reino,  teve  o  exito 
lis  completo.  Quatro  annos  depois  vein  a  exposi92lo  de  Bir- 
ngham,  a  mais  perfeita  que  ate  entao  tinha  sido  celebrada 
quelle  paiz;  mas  n2Lo  foi  ate  o  anno  de  1851,  que  a  Inglaterra 
ereceu  ao  mundo  uma  das  mais  notaveis  exposi95es  deste  seculo, 
da  qual  ficam  ainda  muito  gratas  recorda96es.  As  outras 
y5es  europeas  tem  celebrado  em  difFer^ntes  epochas  exposi95es 
nelhantes,  as  quaes  tiveram  lugar  na  AUemanha,  Austria,  Bel- 
la, Hespanha,  Suissa,  Russia,  Italia,  Suecia,  Turquia,  Hollanda, 
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Grecia,  Dinamarca  e  Portugal.  Entre  os  paizes  da  America 
latina  que  tern  scguido  esse  exemplo,  mencionaremos  o  Brazil, 
Chili,  Venezuela,  Colombia,  Peru  e  Guatemala, 

Comprehende-se  que,  a  medida  que  o  mundo  progressa,  sejam 
mais  frequentes  esses  concursos  intemacionaes,  porque  nada  pode 
dar  como  elles  uma  idea  tSLo  exacta  do  progresso  e  dos  recursos 
de  um  paiz,  pois  que  sJo  verdadeiras  li95es  objectivas,  de  que  as 
na95es  aprendem,  melhor  que  por  outro  meio  qualquer,  a  apre* 
ciar-se  umas  as  outras.  Tomando  como  exemplo  os  Estados  Unidos, 
e  evidente  que  as  numerosas  industrias  que  aqui  existem  ncces- 
sitam  de  exposi95es  de  caracter  internacional  para  fazcrem-sc 
conhecer  devidamente,  pois  da  melhor  idea  dos  productos  de  uma 
fabrica  uma  amostra  exposta  aos  olhos  do  publico,  que  todas  as 
descrip96es  e  annuncios  imaginaveis.  E  por  isto  que  cremos  que 
e  da  maior  importancia  convidar  as  na96es  estrangeiras  a  con- 
correrem  nessas  exposi96es  industriaes  e  artisticas.  No  presente 
caso,  sobretudo,  em  que  se  trata  de  uma  exposi9^o  americana,  c 
da  maior  importancia  que  se  achem  representadas  nella  todas  ou  a 
a  maior  parte  das  na9oes  do  Hemispherio  Occidental. 

Pondo  de  um  lado  a  questSlo  puramente  commercial,  e  um  facto 
que  da  estreita  communica95o  que  se  estabelece  durante  um  con- 
curso  internacional,  entre  os  habitantes  de  difFerentes  paizes,  resul- 
tam  sentimentos  mais  amistosos  entre  elles,  e,  por  conseguinte, 
melhor  intelligencia  entre  os  povos  e  governos.     D'ahi  resulta  que 
essas  exposi95es  devem  ser  consideradas  altamente  proveitosas  sob 
o  ponto  de  vista  dos  interesses  politicos.    Na  America,  sobretudo, 
contribuem  para  dissipar  certos  erros  que  ainda  existem  relativa- 
mente   as   tendencias   politicas   desta   ou   daquella   republica,  c 
nunca  se  podera  encarecer  demasiado  a  conveniencia  de  que  as 
duas  grandes  ra9as  que  povoam    este  hemispherio  conhecam-sc 
intimamente,  afim  de  que  cessem  para  sempre  rivalidades  nascidas 
de  antigas  preoccupa96es. 

A  cidade  onde  vai  ser  celebrada  a  Exposi92LO  Transmississip- 
piana  e  uma  dessas  maravilhosas  crea95es  da  energia  e  actiyidadc 
do»Oeste.  Fundada  ha  apenas  44  annos,  Omaha  tern  hoje  mais 
de  140,000  habitantes,  e  e  um  centro  commercial  e  de  estradasdc 
ferro  de  niuita  importancia,  pois  que  convergem  nelle  nSio  mcnos 
de  quatorze  vias  ferreas,  o  qual  p5e  a  cidade  em  communicac^o 
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com  as  costas  do  Atlantico  e  do  Pacifico,  assim  como  com  o  golfo 

do  Mexico.     Assim  pode-se  ver  qu^o  accessivel  sera  a  Exposi9ao 

Transmississippiana  a  todos  os  que  desejem  visital-a,  e  e  de  esperar 

que  OS  povos  latino-americanos  queiram   aproveitar  da  occasi^Lo 

que  se  Ihes  apresenta  de  virem  a  ver  com  seus  proprios  olhos  o 

estado  de  progresso  e  cultura  que  tem  alcan9ado  o  Grande  Oeste 

dos  Estados  Unidos,  immensa  regiSo  na  que  vagavam  ha  apenas 

meio  seculo  hordas  de  selvagens  e  manadas  de  bufalos ;  mas  onde 

o  espirito  de  uma  civiliza9ao  sem  precedente  tem  levantado  como 

por  encanto  esplendidas  cidades  que  rivalisam  em  riqueza,  refina- 

mento  e  bom  gosto  com  as  capitaes  mais  cultivadas  da  Europa  e 

America. 

Quando  'no  estrangeiro  se  falla  dos   Estados  Unidos,  muitas 

vezes  faz-se  pouco  caso  do  Oeste  e  ainda  estadistas  e  escriptores 

de  nota  imaginam  que  a  virilidade  e  energia  da  na9io  sao  limi- 

tadas  quasi  exclusivamente  nos   Estados  de  leste,  profundo  erro 

que  tem  contribuido  para  que  n2Lo  se  estime  como  merece  toda  a 

magnitude  da  UniSo  americana,     NSo  faltam  os  que  imaginam 

que  quando  se  tem  mencionado  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 

Baltimore,  Washington   e    New  Orleans  ja  n^o  ha  que   dizer  a 

respeito  de  cidades  americanas.     E   isto  ainda  depois  da  Expo- 

819210  Universal  de  Chicago,  que  foi  para  muitos  povos  da  terra 

uma  verdadeira  reveIa9aoI 

A  America  latina  tem  no9oes  mais  exactas  do  que  e  o  Grande 

Oeste  dos  Estados   Unidos  desde  que  se  reuniu  a  Conferencia 

Internacional  Americana  e  que  os  delegados  a  esta  assemblea 

fi'^eram  sua  famosa  viagem  a  difFerentes  pontos  da   Republica, 

incluindo    no    seu    itinerario  varios  estados  do  Oeste.     Propicia 

occasiao  ofFereceu-se  entao  aos  repr^sentantes  das  na9oes  do  Sul 

para  estudar  o  rapido  progresso  da  sec9ao  occidental  deste  paiz,  e 

^  sabido  que  expressaram  a  maior  admira9ao  do  desenvolvimento 

''^dustrial  que,  sem  duvida  alguma,  muitos  delles  nSo  esperavam 

^^contrar.      Desde    aquella    epocha    cerca    de   nove    annos    tem 

^^corrido,  espa90  que  em  outras  partes  nao  significa  muito;  mas 

S^e,  tomando  em  considera9ao  a  vertiginosa  rapidez  com  que  o 

^^ste  progressa,  pode  efFectuar  verdadeiras  transforma96es  nessa 

^^^ra  dos  portentos;   e  si   alguns  dos  que  a  visitaram  em   1889 

^i^rem  outra  vez  com  motivo  da  Exposi9ao  de  Omaha,  apenas 
Ball.  No.  11 10 
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crerao  que  em  menos  de  uma  decada  tem-se  verificado  as  mudan- 
9as  que  de  certo  encontrarao  alii. 

Uma  exposi9ao  internacional  americana  que  tivesse  lugar  em 
uma  das  grandes  capitaes  da  America  latina,  na  cidade  do  Mexico, 
por  exemplo,  seria  de  transcendentaes  consequencias  para  os  inte- 
resses  commerciaes  de  nosso  continente,  e  contribuiria  de  uma 
maneira  poderosa  para  a  realisa9ao  dos  fins  que  a  Conferencia 
Internacional  Americana  teve  em  vista  quando  recommendou  o 
estabelecimento  desta  secretaria.  Os  homens  de  elevado  espirito 
que  se  interessam  no  progresso  intellectual  e  material  de  nossos 
povos,  deveriam  cooperar  para  a  realisa9ao  deste  pensamento,  afim 
de  que  no  principio  do  seculo  XX  vejam  a  uniio  fi^atemal  das  duas 
grandes  ra9as  de  nossa  America  em  um  grande  concurso  artistica 
industrial  e  agricola. 


BRAZIL. 

ELEigAO  DE  PRESIDENTE  E  VICE-PRESIDENTE. 

Nas  elei95es  geraes  que  tiveram  lugar  no  Brazil  o  i**  de  Mar^o, 
foram  eleitos  Presidente  e  Vice-presidente,  respectivamante,  da 
Republica  pelos  quatro  annos  subsequentes,  os  Senhores  Campos 
Salles  e  Rosa  Silva.  O  voto  foi  unanime.  O  Sr.  Sallesc  agora 
Presidente  do  Estado  de  Sao  Paulo,  e  se  tem  distinguido  nos 
negocios  publicos  do  Brazil  por  muitos  annos.  As  ceremonias 
de  inauguracao  destes  funccionarios  terSo  lugar  no  mez  de  Novem- 
bro  proximo. 

OPPORTUNIDADES  PARA  OS  NEGOCIOS. 

O  Sr.  Charles  P.  King,  americano  residente  no  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
e  commerciante  em  commissao,  escreve  o  seguinte  no  "Farm 
Machinery,''  sobre   a  perspectiva  commercial  do  Brazil.    0  Sr. 
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King  nao  recommenda  o  estabelecimento  no  Brazil  sem  capital 
sufBciente,  mas  referindo-se  aos  que  contam  com  capital,  diz: 

Ha  aqui  opportunidades  esplendidas  para  estabelecer  quasi  toda  a  classe  de 
industrias  manufactureiras.  O  povo  do  paiz  apenas  produz  nada  do  que  con- 
sume. A  roupa,  os  pannos,  o  cal^ado,  as  ferragens,  os  instrumentos  agricolas,  e 
em  geral  todos  os  artigos  de  uso  mais  commum  sao  importados  do  estrangeiro. 
Os  direitos  de  importagao  sSo  muito  altos  e  esca  circumstancia  permittiria  aos 
fabricantes  do  Brazil  vender  seus  productos  com  grande  proveito. 

Os  Estados  Unidos  s6  t£m  uma  pequena  parte  do  commercio  desta  Republica, 
e  nao  ha  nenhuma  linha  americana  de  navios  mercantes  que  fa^a  viagens  aos 
portos  do  Brazil.  Si  nossos  fabricantes  e  commerciantes  adoptassem  um  systema 
melhor,  um  numero  consideravel  de  transac^Qes  commerciaes  teria  lugar  entre 
OS  dous  paizes.  Em  primeiro  lugar,  6  necessario  fazer  como  fazem  os  inglezes, 
OS  allemaes  e  os  francezes  ;  estes  paizes  t£m  suas  agencias  regularmente  estabele- 
cidas  e  p5em  estas  agencias  a  cargo  de  pessoas  que  fallam  o  idioma  do  paiz. 
Um  commerciante  americano  en  via  um  agente  ao  Brazil  que  nio  conhece  os 
costumes  do  paiz,  nem  sabe  fallar  uma  palavra  de  portuguez;  e  este  agente 
volta  aos  Estados  Unidos  e  informa  que  nao  ha  negocios  naquelle  paiz  e  que 
nao  podia  vender  seus  generos,  sendo  assim  que  o  dito  agente  nao  teve  outro 
meio  que  o  de  signaes  e  gestos  para  expressar  suas  ideas.  Os  europeos,  de 
mais,  concedem  longos  creditos  aos  commerciantes  locaes.  Este  systema  tem 
governado  por  muitos  annos,  e  os  sul-americanos  nao  gostam  do  systema  dos 
Americanos  de  exigir  os  pagamentos  em  prazos  de  trinta  dias.  Elles  preferem  nao 
commerciar  com  um  paiz  que  mostra-se  tao  exigente  nos  pagamentos.  Os 
inglezes  e  allemaes  que  concedem  creditos  a  grandes  prazos,  obtem  consideravel 
proveito  do  tempo  de  espera,  e  o  risco  que  correm  6  muito  pequeno.  Nao  ha 
razao  alguma  que  impe9a  aos  americanos  adoptar  este  mesmo  systema;  e  terao 
de  fazel-o  assim  si  quizerem  assegurar  o  commercio  com  este  paiz. 


COLOMBIA. 

CONTRACTO  DE  ESTRADA  DE  FERRO. 

A  Secretaria  de  Estado  recebeu  do  Ministro  Hart,  datada  em 
Bogota  no  dia  8  de  Mar9o,  uma  copia  de  um  contracto  celebrado 
com  o  Sr.  Juan  Bautista  Mannero  e  Trucco,  para  a  construc9ao 
de  uma  estrada  de  ferro  do  porto  de  Girardot  a  savana  de  Bogota. 

O  concessionario  obriga-se  a  construir  a  estrada  de  ferro  de 
Girardot  e  entregal-a  ja  terminada  no  fim  do  prazo  de  cinco  annos. 
Tambem  esta  obrigado  a  trocar  a  bitola  actual  por  uma  de  i 
metro  (39.37  poUegadas)  e  terminar  todos  os  trabalhos  e  terreplenos 
necessarios;   trocar  os  trilhos  da  linha  por  outros  que  pesem  20 
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kilogrammas,  por  metro  linear;  as  locomotivas  por  outras  que  nio 
pesem  menos  de  30  toneladas  cada  uma  e  o  resto  do  material 
rodante  por  outro  apropriado  para  uma  estrada  de  ferro  dc  urn 
metro  de  bitola.  Todo  isto  esta  comprehendido  no  trabalho  que 
tera  de  ser  concluido  em  cinco  annos.  Os  primeiros  dez  kilome- 
tros  de  Juntas  de  Apulo  a  Bogota  devem  estar  conchiidos  dentrodo 
prazo  de  um  anno  a  contar  da  data  do  contracto.  A  felta  de  cum- 
primento  fara  perder  o  contracto,  a  menos  que  se  prove  a  satis^ao 
do  Governo,  que  depende  de  causas  inevitaveis. 

Todo  o  material  rodante  da  linha  que  se  esta  construindo  deve 
estar  reparado  ou  renovado  em  parte,  dentro  de  oito  mezes  a  con- 
tar da  approva9ao  do  contracto,  de  modo  que  naquella  data  deve 
haver  em  perfeita  condi9ao  tres  locomotivas  reparadas,  uma  nova 
de  25  toneladas,  dous  carros  para  passageiros  de  primeira  classe, 
tres  para  os  de  segunda,  vinte  carros  de  carga  e  dous  para  carregar 
gado.  Os  armazens  do  porto  de  Girardot  devem  ser  ampliados 
para  fazer  frente  as  necessidades  do  trafico. 

O  concessionario  deve  dar  uma  fianca  pessoal  de  $50,000  em 
ouro,  acceitavel  pelo  Ministro  da  Fazenda,  a  qual  passara  aoThe- 
souro  de  Colombia,  caso  o  concessionario  deixe  de  cumprir  todas 
as  obriga^oes  do  contracto. 


GUATEMALA. 

OPPORTUNIDADES  PARA  O  DESENVOLVIMENTO  COMMERCIAL. 

De  uma  correspondencia  muito  interessante  sobre  o  clima,  0 
solo,  OS  productos,  etc.,  de  Guatemala,  publicada  no  periodico 
"Farm  Implement  News,"  em  seu  numero  de  24  de  Mar90, 
extrahimos  os  seguintes  periodos  relativos  as  possibilidadcs  dc 
augmentar  o  commercio  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  este  paiz: 

A  situa^ao  aqui  esta  melhorando.  A  nova  administragao,  organisada  immedia- 
tamcnte  dcpois  do  assassinio  de  Barrios,  tern  proccdido  com  muita  habilidadc e 
modera^ao,  e  tendo  o  apoio  do  Congrcsso,  que  cst5  actualmente  em  sessao,  a 
confianya  parece  estar  inteiramente  restabelecida  c  a  tranquilidade  rcma  cm  loda 
parte  da  Republica.  A  diminuigao  considcravel  do  cambio,  durante  as  duas 
ultimas  semanas,  6  a  melhor  prova  de  que  a  crise  est4  passada  c  nao  se  espcram 
perturba^oes  da  ordem  publica.  Ultimamente  as  transac^oes  augmencaram,  como 
resultado  da  boa  colhcita  de  caf6,  producto  principal   do   paiz,  que  foi  muito 
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maior  do  que  se  esperava,  e  do  augmento  no  seu  pre^o.  O  efFeito  6  semelhante 
ao  que  acontece  nos  Estados  Unidos  quando  ha  uma  grande  colheita  de  trigo  e 
uxncoDsequente  augmento  de  pre^os.  Tendo  uma  melhora  na  situa^ao  economica 
e  uma  administra^ao  muico  satisf'accoria,  nao  ha  razao  de  esperar  perturba^ao 
politica  alguma  e  a  Republica  deve  fazer  melhor  progresso  do  que  no  passado, 
no  desenvolvimento  de  seus  grandes  recursos  naturaes. 

0  solo  de  Guatemala  6  em  geral  rico  e  muito  productivo,  dando  dilFerentes 
productos  segundo  i  altura  e  temperatura.  Fructas  tropicaes,  arroz,  algodao, 
cado,  borracha,  baunilha,  etc.,  dao-se  na  zona  quente;  caf6,  assucar,  milho, 
tabaco,  fcijao,  uvas,  etc.,  na  zona  tempcrada,  e  trigo,  av6a,  cevada,  etc.,  na  zona 
fria.  Cultivam-se  as  fructas  semi-tropicaes  em  toda  parte  da  Republica.  Como 
OS  valles  nas  zonas  superiores  estao  a  uma  altura  pouco  elevada  e  sao  fertis  e 
quentes,  quasi  todas  as  classes  de  productos  podem  ser  encontradas  na  mesma 
loealidade.  Nao  se  podem  produzir  em  paiz  algum  laranjas  e  lim5es  superiores 
aos  que  se  produzem  aqui. 

Nao  obstante  poderem  todos  os  productos  mencionados  ser  cultivados  em 

abundancia  e  com  proveito,  o  caf6  6  o  principal  producto  do  paiz,  porque  di  o 

niaior  lucro  com   o  minimo  trabalho.     A   criagao  de  gado,  tambem,  6  outra 

industria  importante  no  paiz.     De  facto,  a  falta  de  trabalhadores  tem  retardado 

niuito  0  desenvolvimento  da  agricultura,  porque  os  indios  ou  naturaes  nao  estao 

dispostos    a    trabalhar    e,    conseguintemente,    a   immigragao    de    trabalhadores 

^trangeiros  6  muito  procurada  e  desejada.      As  minas  de  ouro  e  de  prata  e  as 

"Orestas  de  madeiras  preciosas  sao  outras  fontes  de  riqueza  que  permanecem 

S^^'almcnte  inexploradas  por  falta  de  trabalhadores.      O  povo,  como  no  Mexico 

^  outros  paizes  latino-americanos,  abrange  brancos,  indios  e  mixtos,  incluindo 

'^os  brancos  os  que  pretendem  ser  comprehendendo  quasi  um  tergo  da  popula^ao. 

^   caf6  6  o  principal   producto  de  exportagao,  ainda  que  se  exporte  uma 

^l^antidade  consideravel  de  couros,  pelles,  assucar,  madeira  e  fructas.     O  caf6 

^c  inclhor  qualidade  6  enviado  para  a  Europa.      Os  productos  principaes  que  se 

^'^portam   sao  pannos    de    algodao    e    de    li,   ferro    e    manufacturas  de  ferro, 

^^^hinas,   mobilia,    farinha,   carnes  conservadas,   drogas,    remedios,   vinhos,  e 

*^orcs.     A  maior  parte  destes,  com  a  excepgSo  do  trigo,  6  importada  da  Europa, 

^^ido  ao  facto  de  que  o  commercio  est^  principalmente  nas  mSos  dos  europeos 

^^^dcntes  aqui,  os  quaes  sao  geralmente  allemaes,  e  de  que  nao  ha  sufHcientes 

*^s  tie  transporte  entre  Guatemala  e  os  Estados  Unidos. 

-^  conclusSo  da  Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Norte  entre  a  cidade  de  Guatemala  e 

^ci"to  Barrios  no  Atlantico,  pori  o  paiz  em  communica^ao  djrecta  com  os 

^^ados  Unidos  e  as  linhas  de  transporte  do  Atlantico  far^o  entrar  mercadorias 

^stc  lado.     Cento  trinta  e  cinco  milhas  desta  estrada  ji  foram  construidas  e 

Pastas  em  operagao,  e  restam  ainda  sessenta  milhas  para  ser  construidas,  e  como 

''^ovimento  e  o  progresso  do  paiz  estao  pendentes  de  sua  conclusao,  a  suspen- 

^  dc  trabalhos  em  consequencia  do  assassinio  do  Presidente  Barrios  nao  pode 

*"  niantida  por  muito  tempo.     Quando  for  acabada  esta  linha  os  productos  dos 

stados  Unidos  entrarao  aqui  dos  portos  do  Atlantico  por  via  do  Golfo,  e  os 

^^J^ntes  americanos  virao  gozar  deste  delicioso  clima  e  magnifico  scenario. 

Ainda  que  este  paiz  seja  muito  rico  em  recursos  agricolas  e  possibilidades,  a 
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procura  de  instrumentos  de  agricultura  nunca  seri  grande  neste  paiz.  A  sup^»^  ^t- 
ficie  €  demasiado  quebrada  e  desigual  para  o  uso  em  grande  escala  de  machi^v-  nas 
de  semear  e  de  colheita;  mas  deve  haver  ama  procura  consideravel  de  arado^^^Ds  e 
pequenos  instrumentos  de  cultivo,  de  moinhos  de  vento,  cngenhos  de  assuci^zrar, 
arame  farpado^  pregos,  ferragens,  etc.,  todos  os  quaes  devem  procedcr  ^h-  dos 
Estados  Unidos.      Actualmente  se  encontram  estes  nos  mercados  aqui,  mas  sao 

em  sua  maior  parte  de  feitio  europeo.     Tenho  visto  em  uso  um  numero  co 
deravel  de  moinhos  de  vento,  os  quaes  sao  quasi  em  sua  totalidade  americair — := 
alguns   tendo   procedido   de  Chicago,  por   via  de   San   Francisco.     QuandaM^o  a 
Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Norte  for  acabada,  estas  mercadorias  serao  enviadas  por 

via  de  New  Orleans,  depois  atravessarSo  o  Golfo  e  seguirao  um  caminho  dir^^sxto 
at^  Puerto  Barrios. 

EMPREZAS  DE  ESTRADAS  DE  FERRO  E  VAPORES. 

O  Consul  Geral  Beaupre  communica  de  Guatemala  a  Scr — :re- 
taria  de  Estado  em  data  de  2  de  Abril  de  1 898,  que  a  Asseml^  Jea 
Nacional  de  Guatemala  autorisou  formalmente  ao  Preside  M^tt 
Cabrera,  no  dia  23  do  mez  proximo  passado,  para  airendar  ou 
vender  a  Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Norte  de  Guatemala,  ou  celeh^i'^^ 
qualquer  classe  de  contracto  que  tenha  por  objecto  assegurai"  ^ 
conclusao  d'aquella,  logo  que  for  possivel,  nas  condicoes  in^^^ 
vantajosas  para  a  na9ao. 

Como  se  tem  dito  repetidas  vezes  no  Boletim  Mensal,  a  c^:^^' 
struc9ao  desta  linha  e  o  commettimento  mais  importante  que  se  t^*^ 
emprehendido  em  Guatemala  desde  ha  muito  tempo.     O  projec:^^^ 
foi  originado  pelo  ultimo  Presidente  Barrios,  e  foi  a  empre^'^^ 
favorita  durante  o  tempo  que  elle  esteve  no  poder.     J  a  esta  cc::^^^" 
cluida  a  parte  da  linha  desde  Puerto  Barrios,  no  Golfo  de  Hond  *-*' 
ras,  ate  San  Augustine,  uma  distancia  de  133  milhas;  o  resto    ^^ 
linha  ate   a  cidade   de   Guatemala  (perto  de    56  milhas)  ja   »^^ 
estudado,  a  linha  foi  tra9ada,  e  a  praticabilidade  de  sua  contruco^ 
plenamente  demonstrada.     Quando   estiver   acabada   esta  linl 
serSo  accessiveis  as  sec95es  mais  ricas  da  Republica  para  o  culti  ^^'^ 
de  cafe,  e  ficarao  abertas  ao  trafico  as  ricas  regides  mineiras  c       ^^ 
florestas,  e  se  espera  que  a  linha  offereca  a  esta  parte  do  paiz       ^^ 
opportunidades  para  um  grande  desenvolvimento  por  tanto  tem>  f^^ 
desejado. 

Puerto  Barrios  esta  cerca  de  800  milhas  de  New  Orleans,  e  \cm^^ 
que  se  abrir  ao  trafico  esta  linha,  as  mercadorias  americanas  podcr"^^ 
ser  facilmente  transportadas  e  os  commerciantes  americanos  podei 
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ir  commoda  e  promptamente  aos  mercados  de  Guatemala,  assim 
augmentando-se  consideravelmente  o  commercio  dos  Estados 
Unidos. 

O  Consul  Geral  Beaupre,  fallando  da  opportunidade  para  com- 
prar  ou  arrendar  a  linha,  diz: 

Os  capitalistas  estrangeiros  comprchcndem  bem  a  importancia  desta  estrada 
de  fcrro  sob  o  ponto  de  vista  dos  ncgocios,  e  creio  que  nao  ha  a  mcnor  duvida 
de  que  sua  conclusao  ser&  um  facto  dentro  de  tres  annos.  Os  americanos  que 
desejem  empregar  seu  dinheiro  em  emprezas  estrangeiras  dcvem  investigar  esta 
estrada  de  ferro.  Pode  se  obter  uma  valiosa  concessao  e  a  estrada  de  ferro  pode 
ser  comprada  pela  metade  de  seu  custo  original. 

A  Assemblea  Nacional  autorisou  tamben  ao  Presidente  para 
celebrar  um  contracto  com  a  Companhia  de  vapores  do  Pacifico, 
associacjao  ingleza,  e  a  Companhia  Sul  Americana  de  Vapores  do 
Chile,  para  o  transporte  de  correspondencia  entre  Ocos,  porto  de 
Guatemala  e  o  Chile.  O  pre90  tera  de  ser  $  1 5,000  por  anno  que 
tera  de  ser  augmentado  ate  $30,000,  quando  estes  vapores  esten- 
derem  seu  servi9o  ate  San  Francisco. 

Ja  se  notou  em  um  numero  anterior  do  Boletim  Mensal,  que 
estas  duas  linhas  de  vapores,  cujo  ponto  terminal  pelo  norte  era 
Panama,  tem  estendido  recentemente  seu  servi9o  aos  portos  da 
America  Central  com  o  fim  de  chegar  ate  San  Francisco. 

Como  supplemento  do  antedito,  o  Consul  Geral  Beaupre  avisa 
a  Secretaria  de  Estado,  em  data  de  6  de  Abril,  que  o  Governo  de 
Guatemala  celebrou  um  contracto  com  os  Srs.  May  e  Jekyll,  cida- 
daos  dos  Estados  Unidos,  para  funccionar  a  Estrada  de  Ferro  do 
Norte,  recebendo  do  Governo  um  premio  de  $40,000  por  mez. 
Foi  nomeado  gerente  geral,  com  residencia  official  em  Puerto 
Barrios,  o  Sr.  J.  T.  Norton,  um  americano.  O  contracto  come- 
90U  a  vigorardesde  1°  de  Abril. 


HONDURAS. 

CONCESSAO  PARA  ABRIR  A  NAVEGA^AO  O  RIO  PATUCA. 

O  Sr.  W.  M.  Little,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Teguci- 
galpa, communica  a  esta  Secretaria  em  data  de  31  de  Mar9o,  que 
na  ultima  sessSo  ordinaria  do  Congresso  de  Honduras,  foi  t'eita 


Deiecer  e  runccioaar  uma  iinna  ae  vapores  aesae  a  roz  ao  no ; 
ponto  150  milhas  acima  della. 

Em  considera9ao  do  cumprimento  das  estipula9oes  ja  em 
das,  o  concessionario  recebera  os  direitos  de  molhe  que  tenh 
pagar  os  artigos  que  entrarem  no  rio,  ja  seja  para  a  exporta* 
para  a  importa9ao;  tern  tambem  os  concessionarios  o  direito 
sivo  de  navegar  o  rio  por  meio  de  vapores,  ou  de  outras  ( 
ca9oes,  por  um  periodo  de  dez  annos,  e  se  Ihes  outorgam  prefei 
nas  concess5es  para  a  construc92to  de  uma  estrada  de  ferro  d 
ponto  de  partida  da  navega9ao  a  todos  os  pontos  no  distri 
Olancho,  assim  como  tambem  certa's  facilidades  para  a  color 
daquella  parte  do  paiz.  Tambem  recebera  o  concessi 
100,000  hectares  de  terras  nacionaes. 

O  Consul  Little  diz  que  o  rio  Patuca  e  o  mais  importa 
paiz,  e  que  si  o  piano  de  navega9ao  se  levar  a  cabo,  ficai 
belecida  a  communica9ao,  por  vapor,  com  aquella  parte  d 
que  c  considerada  como  a  sec9ao  agricola  mais  rica  de  Hoi 


MEXICO. 

NOTAS  DA  MENSAGEM  DO  PRESIDENTE  DA  REPUBLl 

O  Presidente  Diaz  pronunciou  sua  mensagem  na  occas 
abertura  da  sessao  regular  do  Congresso  Mexicano,  no  pi 
de  Abril.     Felicita  ao  paiz  pelas  rela95es  de  amizade  c 
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Da  industria  mineira,  o  Presidente  diz : 

O  estado  da  industria  mineira  6  muico  satisfactorio.  Durante  o  periodo  a 
que  sc  rcfcre  cste  relatorio,  tcm-se  expedido  novecentos  cincoenta  e  sete  novos 
titulos  que  comprehcndem  oito  mil  duzentos  e  noventa  e  sete  prazos  de  um 
hectar,  montando  a  sete  mil  quatrocentos  setenta  e  seis  os  titulos  expedidos 
cm  conformidade  com  a  nova  lei,  e  que  comprehendem  uma  superficie  de  cin- 
coenta c  oito  mil  quinhentos  quarenta  e  tres  hectares. 

Continuam  augmentando  as  exporta96es  de  mineraes,  pois  pelos  dados  publi- 
cados  at6  agora  se  ve  que  o  valor  dos  mineraes  exportados  durante  os  mezes 
de  Junho  a  Novembro  ultimo  ascendeu,  em  algarismo  redondo,  a  trinta  e  nove 
milhocs  de  pesos,  contra  pouco  mais  de  vinte  e  oito  milhoes  em  igual  semestre  de 
1896.  Nessa  exporta^ao  figura  a  prata  com  um  valor  de  trinta  e  quatro  milhSes 
de  pesos;  o  ourocom  mais  de  tres  milhoes,  e  o  chumbo  com  um  milhao  duzentos 
niil  pesos.  O  antimonio  e  o  zinco  tambem  Hguram  entre  os  metaes  que  se  ex- 
po rtam. 

Podc-se  ter  uma  idea  do  movimento  na  industria  mineira,  observando  a  acti- 
*'idadc  em  algunsdos  grandesestabelecimentos  metallurgicos  lundados  sob  conces- 
soes  do  Governo.      A  fundigao  central  de  Aguascalientes  recebeu  para  beneficiar, 
^Ufantc  o  anno  fiscal  de  1896-97,  cento  e  dous   mil   trezentas   quarenta  e  nove 
^oneladas  metricas   de  mineraes;   a  de  San  Luis  Potosi,  no  mesmo  periodo,  cin- 
coenta sete  mil   seiscentas  cincoenta  e  tres  toneladas;   e  a  grande  fundigao  de 
^^'onterey  cento  oitenta  e  cinco  mil  setecentas  e  trinta.      O  estabelecimento  de 
^  ^iardena,  em   Durango,   beneficiou   cincoenta  e   tres  mil  duzentas   c  quarenta 
'ojieladas.      A  Companhia  do  Boleo,  na   Baixa  California,  fundiu  cento  setenta 
^  ^ni  mil  toneladas  de  mineral  de  cobre,  e  a  de  Mazapil,  quinze  mil  de  mineral 
^  Cobre  e  prata.  , 

O  Presidente  diz  que  a  agricultura  apresenta  um  aspecto  muito 
i^voravel.  As  boas  colheitas  que  se  obtiveram  durante  o  anno 
?^^ssado  darao  muito  animo  a  essa  industria  no  futuro.  O  valor 
■**^  produc9ao  agricola  no  anno  de  1896  foi  de  duzentos  vinte  e 
^^^  milhoes  de  pesos  sem  incluir  os  gados,  os  productos  de  floresta 
"    ^s  fructos. 

F^oi  apresentado  a  Secretaria  do  Fomento  grande  numero  de 
^^licita96es,  pedindo  concessoes  para  usar  das  aguas  sujeitas  a  juris- 

*^9ao  federal  para  os  fins  de   irrigacao  e  for9a  motriz.     Essas 
^^ricessoes  foram  liberalmente  feitas,  tendo  para  o  seu  objecto  o 

^s^nvolvimento  de  um  ramo  de  muita  importancia  para  o  bem 
-^t^T  do  publico. 

t)urante  o  periodo  de  que  trata  este  relatorio,  foram  entregues 
J^    particulares  sob  titulos  legaes,  quatro  centos  dez  e  nove   mil 
^<^tares  de  terras  publicas. 

A  proposito  da  colonisacao  o  Presidente  diz  que  se  tem  obtido 


2002  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

alguns  bons  resultados,  ainda  que  em  modesta  escala.  O  Mexic^D 
necessita  de  immigrantes  com  pequeno  capital,  que  venham  cor>[\ 
o  objecto  de  desenvolver  as  opportunidades  que  o  paiz  ofFerece. 

J  a  se  tem  feito  muito  e  ainda  •ha  muito  para  fazer  nos  trabalh^cDS 
de  melhoramento  dos  principaes  portos  do  paiz.  As  obras  c^o 
porto  de  Veracruz  estao-se  proseguindo  com  toda  regularidac3e. 
Os  vapores  de  cabotagem ja  ancoram  nos  molhes  desse  porto.  Sei — rao 
concluidos  em  breve  os  extensos  quebra-mares  e  o  porto  de  V^e-i^a- 

cruz  tornar-se-ha  um  dos  melhores  e  mais  commodos  do  munc \n 

A  construccao  de  canaes  e  quebra-mares  em  Tampico  esta  ta  ^■m- 
bem  progredindo  com  muita  satisfacao.  No  porto  de  Coatir=^^- 
coalcos  esta  feito  um  canal  de  quatro  metros  de  profundid^fc-dc 
media.  Isto  tem  permittido  que  passem  a  barra  vapores  <U_uc 
antes  n^o  podiam  entrar  no  rio.  Celebrou-se  um  contracto  cc — m 
Pearson  &  filhos  para  fazer  um  bom  porto,  com  um  mo  Mht 
em  Salina  Cruz,  ponto  terminal  no  Pacifico  da  Estrada  de  Fe-  rro 
de  Tehuantepec.  Uma  linha  de  vapores  foi  estabelecida  cr^^tre 
Vera  Cruz  e  Port  Arthur,  fazendo  escalas  em  Tampico  e  (^»al- 
veston. 

Referindo-se  a  estradas  de  ferro,  a  mensagem  diz : 

Desde  Setembro  de  1897,  foram  construidos  trezentos  e  crr=^^"" 
coenta  kilometros  de  vias  ferreas..  A  extensao  total  de  vias  terr»^  '^^ 
e  de  onze  mil  oitocentos  sessenta  e  quatro  kilometros,  num^^^^^ 
inferior  ao  consignado  no  ultimo  relatorio,  por  ter  concordadc:::*^  ^ 
Governo  com  varias  emprezas  na  suppress^o  de  vias  que  r*^  ^^^ 
estavam  funccionando  com  proveito.  As  linhas  de  tramv  '^^^ 
foram  estendidas  por  duzentos  trinta  e  quatro,  kilometros. 

A  venda  de  sellos  de  correio  demonstra  o  facto  de  que  as  maC  -•^^^ 
receberam  grande  augmento  no  ultimo  semestre.  A  importanc:^'  -^^^ 
de  ordens  postaes  mostra  um  augmento  de  40  por  cento ;  o  numc^^^^^ 
das  reparticoes  e  agencias  postaes  foi  augmentadio.  O  systeiK""^^^^ 
telegraphico  federal  foi  augmentado  e  melhorado.  Desde  Seter*  -^' 
bro  tcm-se  construido  quinhentos  setenta  e  seis  kilometros  9^  "^ 
linhas  novas  e  as  antigas  tem  sido  aperfeicoadas, 

Referindo-se  a  Fazenda,  o  Presidente  diz  que  nSo  se  tem  vcri  ^*  ^^ 
cado  mudan9a  alguma  de  importancia  na  situa9ao  economica 
paiz,  nem  na  condi9ao  do  Thesouro  Federal.     Quanto  a  banc< 
diz  o  Presidente  que  a  lei  geral  de  bancos  tem  continuado  a  pi 
duzir  OS  fructos  que  o  Executivo  esperava  della.     A  Republic 
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tern  treze  bancos  de  emissSo  em  plena  actividade  e  dous  grandes 
bancos  que  funccionam  na  capital,  com  numerosos  succursaes  em 
toda  a  extensao  do  paiz. 

puifrDigAO  DE  Ago  em  chihuahua. 

Diz  a  "Iron  Trade  Review"  que  a  companhia  denominada 
''Wellman  Seaver  Engineering  Company"  tem  celebrado  um 
contracto  para  installar  cm  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  uma  nova  fomalha 
de  frente  aberta  para  a  fabrica9ao  de  a90  pelo  processo  basico.  Os 
Estados  Unidos  fomecerao  a  maior  parte  do  capital  e  uma  nova 
companhia  tem-se  encarregado  de  levar  a  cabo  a  empreza.  Esta 
sera  a  primeira  fabrica  de  aco  da  Republica  do  Mexico.  Sera 
uma  fabrica  moderna  em  todos  os  sentidos,  com  os  apparelhos 
reformados  mais  recentes. 

A  Companhia  Industrial  mexicana  abriu  uma  fabrica  para  a 

lamina^ao  de  metaes  em  Chihuahua,  que  comecou  a  funccionar 

em  1 892.     O  equipamento  consta  de  dous  fornos  de  gaz  "  Siemens," 

ties  trens  de  cylindros  (8,  12  e  20  pollegadas);  um  martello  de 

1,500  libras  e  sete  machinas  de  cortar  cravos.     Sua  produc^ao 

annual  e  de  10,000  toneladas  de  ferro  em  barra,  cavilhas,  porcas, 

rodelas,  ferraduras  e  12,000  cunhetes  de  cravos.     Os  retalhos  de 

metal,  nos  quaes  abunda  o  Mexico,  subministram  a  materia  prima. 

A  projectada  fornalha   de  frente   aberta  sera  situada  proxima  a 

febrica  laminadora,  e  a  maior  parte   do  a90  sera  fabricada  com 

retalhos.     Ha  depositos  de  mineral  de  ferro  duro  no  paiz,  mas 

ainda  nao  tem  sido  explorados. 

FINAN^AS  E  INDUSTRIAS.* 

Em  data  de  28  de  Janeiro  de  1898,  o  Honrado  Sr.  Powell 
Clayton,  ministro  dos  Estados  Unidos  no  Mexico,  enviou  a 
Secretaria  de  Estado  uma  exposi^So  das  parcellas  do  or9amento 
para  o  exercicio  de  1898-99,  que  propoz  ao  Congresso  do  Mexico, 
o  Sr.  LiMANTOUR,  Secretario  do  Thesouro. 

A  receita  total  para  o  anno,  baseada  nos  calculos  costumados,  e 
or9ada  em  $51,659,500,  ou  $549,383  mais  que  a  do  anno  fiscal, 
passado.  NSLo  obstante  isto,  com  o  objecto  de  fazer  face  a  um 
P^queno  deficit  que  se  teme,  resolveu-se  impor  direitos  sobre  as 

Neste  relatorio  os  or9amentos  s&o  na  moeda  do  Mexico.  O  valor  do  peso  mexicano, 
^^Sundo  a  avalia9flo  feita  pelo  Director  da  casa  dc  moeda  dos  Estados  Unidos  no  dia 
*  ^e  Janeiro  de  1898,  6  de  quairenta  e  seis  centavos  na  moeda  dos  Estados  Unidos. 


passado,  o  Sr.  Limantour  espera  grande  augmento  na  comprac 
mercadorias  estrangeiras  durante  o  anno  fiscal  em  considera^io, 
um  augmento  correspondente  nas  rendas  recebidas  dos  direitos  c 
importa92lo,  assim  como  tambem  do  imposto  intemo  de  sellos  com 
resultado  do  augmento  do  commercio  interno. 

A   receita   recebida   dos   direitos   de  exporta9So  calcula-se  ei 
$  1 ,393,000,  e  divide-se  nas  seguintes  parcellas  : 


Artigos. 


ReceiU 

(pntai. 


$225,  c 


Madeiras  nacionaes  de  construc9Ao,  pdus  de  marceneiro,  de  tinturaria  e 
de  amoreirae  transito  de  madeiras  estrangeiras  (m6dia  da  receita  para 

OS  dous  ultimos  annos) 

Raiz  de  zacaton,  um  producto  que  vai  augmentando,  somma  igual  &  do  \ 

anno  passado 25,c 

Chicle,  que  se  acha  em  iguaes  circumstancias 42.  <= 

Urzella,  cuja  exporta9ao  estd  concluindo i,c 

Henequen,  somma  igual  A  do  anno  passado 350. ^ 

Ixtle,  produc9flo  igual  i,  do  anno  passado 43' <^ 

Couros  e  pelles  de  todas  as  classes,  que  vdo  augmentando  ;  quantidade 

igual  d  do  anno  de  1896-97 '  77i  c 

Caf6,  calculando  uma  exporta9flo  de  18,000,000  kilogrammas 630, c 

Total  da  receita  por  exporta9ao i,  393.^ 


Sob  a  classificacao  de  "Impostos  di versos  sobre  o  Comnierc 
Exterior,"  calculada  sobre  as  receitas  dos  annos  anteriores,  calr 
la-se  a  seguinte  receita: 


R»»»os-  (praU). 
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receita  produzida  pela  venda  de  sellos  de  renda  e  or9ada  em 

!5,ooo,  ou  uma  somma  igual  a  do  presente  anno  fiscal.     A 

que  o  Thesouro   Nacional  recebera  dos  varios  Estados  e 

a  em  $5,450,000,  quantia  que  corresponde  a  do  anno  fiscal 

i  referir-se  a  minera9ao,  diz  o  Sr.  Limantour  que  a  baixa  da 
n^o  tem  impedido  o  augmento  da  produc9ao  deste  mineral 
exico,  emquanto  que  em  outros  paizes  estao-se  fechando  os 
decimentos  mineiros.  Attribue  isto  ao  conhecimento  cada 
lais  profundo  das  riquezas  mineiras  do  Mexico  e  ao  emprego 
nethodos  modemos  no  tratamento  dos  minerios,  e  na  explo- 
de minerios  de  qualidade  inferior;  e  assevera  que  a  extrac^ao 
ita  podia  ser  teita  com  proveito,  ainda  que  seu  pre9o  baixasse 
A  produc9ao  de  ouro  tendo  sido  augmentado  tambem, 
i-se  que  o  imposto  mineiro  recebido  desta  fonte  mostre  um 
0  augmento  tambem,  comparado  com  o  do  anno  fiscal  pas- 
A  renda  desta  fonte  e  or9ada  em  $2,730,000.  O  or9a- 
3  do  imposto  sobre  o  tabaco  e  igual  ao  do  anterior,  $  1,225,000. 
posto  sobre  alcohol  e  calculado  em  $818,000. 
receita  total  recebida  dos  direitos  sobre  sellos  de  todas  as 
s  e  or9ada  em  $20,000,000.  Calculam-se  em  $1,260,000  os 
OS  de  cunhagem,  ensaio,  e  outros  analogos,  e  por  direitos  de 
IS  de  fabrica  e  patentes  de  inven9ao,  a  quantia  de  $20,000. 
receita  federal,  derivada  de  direitos  directos  no  Districto  Fe- 
e  nos  Territorios  e  or9ada  em  $2,511,000,  que  mostra  um 
*no  augmento  sobre  as  rendas  do  anno  passado. 
Iculam-se  os  rendimentos  da  estrada  de  ferro  de  Tehuantepec 
1 80,000. 

relatorio  indue  tambem  varios  outros  ramos  que  sSo  fonte  de 
para  a  Govemo.     Somente  os  principaes  tem  sido  enumera- 
qui. 

despezas. 

quadro  seguinte  mostra  o  or9amento  das  despezas  dos  diver- 
imos  do  servi90  publico.  E  de  notar-se  que  as  despezas  do 
mo  anno  fiscal  s2io  or9adas  em  $1,707,500  para  mais  que  as 
ino  corrente.  Mas  deve-se  ter  em  conta,  que  uma  grande 
desta  somma  esta  destinada  a  cobrir  os  gastos  occasionados 
grandes  melhoramentos  contractados  para  os  portos  de  Vera- 
Tampico,  Coatzacoalcos,  Salina   Cruz  e   outras  emprezas 
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publicas.  Alem  d'isto,  o  or9amento  e  baseado  sobre  pesos  dc 
quarenta  e  seis  centavos,  que  e  o  valor  do  peso  para  o  proximo 
anno  fiscal,  emquanto  que  para  o  anno  corrente,  o  valor  do  peso  c 
de  quarenta  e  oito  centavos,  difFeren9a  que  monta  a  $636,320. 


Ramo. 


Poder  Legislativo 

Poder  Executive 

Poder  Judiciario 

Secretaria  de  Rela90es  Exteriores 

Secretaria  de  Rela9oes  Interiores  . . . . 

Secretaria  de  Justiga ; . . . 

Secretaria  de  r  omento 

Secretaria  de  Vias  de  Communica9JLo. 

Administra9flo  da  Fazenda 

Divida  Publica 

Secretaria  da  Guerra 


Total 


Or^amento,  1897-98 
(prata). 


$1,  018,  643.  90 

80,968.60 

433. 051- So 

531.  741.  50 

3,652.817.45 

2,  288,  052.  85 

742.  973. 1 1 

5.450.217.45 

6.  069,  552.  85 

18,  853.  768. 00 

11,450,196.47 


50.  581,  983.  98 


Or^amento,  189^ 
(prauj. 


$1.01 8, 
80. 

444. 

543. 
3.685, 

2.3". 

741. 

5. 627, 

6, 121, 

19.964. 

11,750. 


643.90 
96S.60 

654.15 
467. 55 
272.  S5 

560-75 
874.66 

544.09 
229.90 

26S.00 

00a  00 


52,289,484.45 


Ramos. 


Poder  Judiciario 

Secretaria  de  Rela96es  Exteriores. . . . 
Secretaria  de  Rela90es  Interiores  . . . . 

Secretaria  de  Justi9a 

Secretaria  de  Fomento 

Secretaria  de  Vias  de  Communica92lo 

Administra9flo  da  Fazenda 

Divida  Publica 

Secretaria  da  Guerra 


Total 


Augmento  ( prata ) . 


$1,602.35 
II.  726.  05 
32,455.40 
23.  507.  90 


177,  326.  64 
51.677.05 

I,  no,  500.00 
299.  803.  53 


Diminui^io  (p^att^ 


$1,098.45 


I,  708,  598.  92 


1,098.45 


VENEZUELA. 

CONTRACTO  DE  IMMIGRA5AO. 

O  Sr.  W.  W.  Russell,  Secretario  da  Lega9ao  dos  Estados 
Unidos  em  Caracas,  transmitte  a  Secretaria  de  Estado,  em  data 
de  10  de  Janeiro,  o  texto  complete  do  contract©  celebrado  entrc 
o  Governo  de  Venezuela  e  Ludovico  Dotti,  cidadao  italiano. 
Segundo  este  contracto  o  Sr.  Dotti  obriga-se  por  si  e  em  repre- 
sentacao  de  seus  socios  a  trazer  a  Venezuela  i  ,000  familias  itali- 
anas  annualmente,  com  a  condi9ao  de  que  os  membros  varies 
sejam  agricultores.  Estes  homens  dcverao  ter  conhecimcntos 
elementares  de  agricultura,  ter  nSlo  menos  de  dezoito  annos,  e  scr 
saudaveis  e  de  bons  costumes.  O  Sr.  Dotti  obriga-se  a  construir 
OS  edificios  necessarios  para  o  uso  dos  colonos  e  provel-os  das 
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s  e  utensilios  necessariosJ  Exige-se  d'elle,  alem  disto, 
iia  uma  igreja  em  cada  colonia  e  um  edificio  para 
J  publicos  e  escolas.  O  Governo  exempta  as  varias 
dades  do  pagamento  de  direitos  por  um  periodo  de  tres 
concede    a   entrada   livre    de    todas   as   ferramentas   e 

assim  como  a  dos  effeitos  pessoaes,  materiaes  de  metal 
struc9ao  de  i,ocx)  casas  annualmente,  e  materiaes  para 
jio  de  pontes  e  aqueductos.  Todos  os  direitos  civis  de 
1  OS  venezuelanos  sao  extensivos  aos  immigrantes.  Os 
dem  dedicar-se  a  classe  de  cultura  que  preferirem,  mas 
•mentar  a  cultura  das  vinhas  e  do  trigo,  disp5e-se  que 

parte  dos  terrenos  adoptados  a  produc9ao  d'aquellas 
vera  ser  dedicada  a  cultura  das  mesmas.     A  companhia 
>  as  minas  que  se  encontrem  nas  terras  das  colonias. 
de  tres  annos  de  occupa9ao  e  cultivo,  o  Sr.  Dotti  devera 

familia  a  casa  que  se  Ihe  designou,  e  a  cada  membro 

tres  hectares  dos  seis  hectares  de  terra  lavrada  que  se 
assignado.  A  companhia  obriga-se  a  estabelecer  uma 
lar  de  vapores  entre  Venezuela  e  Italia,  os  quaes  far^o 
ns  ida  e  volta  cada  mez  entre  os  dous  paizes,  tocando 
»m,  Genoa,  Barcelona,  TenerifFe,  Trindade,  La  Guayra 
iabello.  Estes  vapores  podem  tambem  tocar  em  outros 
Lia  op9ao,  e  devem  transportar  as  malas  e  volumes  pos- 
iquelles  portos,  sem  remunera92lo  algiima  do  Governo. 
hia  tera  o  direito  de  estabelecer  commercio  de  cabo- 
•e  quaesquer  portos  da  Republica. 
Dotti  obriga-se  a  estabelecer  dentro  de  tres  annos,  um 
1  um  capital  subscripto  de  n^io  menos  de  20,000,000 
dos  quaes  25  por  cento  tera  de  ser  em  efFectivo,  como 

garantia.  O  banco  empregara  seu  capital  em  em- 
aos  colonos,  para  o  adiantamento  de    agricultura  e  a 

gado.  Este  banco  tera  duas  func96es ;  alem  de  ban- 
ecario,  sera  banco  de  emiss^o  e  desconto.  A  sec9ao 
»  e  desconto,  podera  emittir  bilhetes  ate  50  por  cento  de 
[,  e  o  banco  hypothecario  n^o  podera  cobrar  um  juro 
'  por  cento  em  seus  emprestimos.  Os  reembolsos  serao 
izos  convenientes  aos  devedores. 

•acto  contem  muitas  outras  estipula95es,  mas  as  ante- 
is  principaes. 
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VIA  FERREA  DE  CABO  AEREO. 

O  Consul  Plumacher  communica  de  Maracaibo,  em  data  de  6 
de  Janeiro  de  1898,  que  o  Governo  de  Venezuela  celebrou  urn 
contracto  com  o  Dr.  Don  Jorge  Valbuena  para  a  construc9ao  dc 
uma  via  ferrea  de  cabo  aereo  de  a90,  com  destino  ao  transportc  de 
mercadorias,  madeira,  animaes,  etc.  O  contracto  estipula  um  cabo 
desde  o  valle  de  Tovar  (sec9ao  de  Merida),  no  Estado  de  Los 
Angeles,  ate  o  porto  de  Escalante,  no  Rio  Escalante,  e  outro  cabo 
desde  a  cidade  de  Merida,  ou  outro  ponto  d'aquella  sec9ao,  ate  um 
dos  portos  do  districto  de  Sucre  no  Lago  Maracaibo,  Estado  de 
Zulia,  ou  ate  Santa  Barbara  no  Rio  Escalante. 

Estipulam-se  no  contracto  a  seguridade  e  rapidez  do  service,  c 
o  concessionario  assume  toda  a  responsabilidade  do  transportc  dc 
mercadorias.     O  transportc  das  malas  do  Govemo  sera  gratuito  c 
as  cargas  e  volumes  postaes  do  govemo  pagarSLo  1 5  por  cento  dos 
pre90S  ordinarios.     A  tarifa  dos  fretes  sera  fixada  por  accordo  entrc 
OS  concessionarios  e  o  Governo,  e  nao  excedera  de  6  centavos  por 
kilogramma.     Os  trabalhos  deverao  come9ar  dentro  de  lim  anno  a 
contar  da  data  da  appro va9ao  do  contracto  pelo  Congresso  c  20 
kilometros  devem  ser  concluidos  cada  anno.     O  contractante  pode 
escolher  a  for9a  motriz  que  deseje  empregar,  e  pode  estabelecer  pani 
o  uso  exclusivo  da  empreza,  linhas  telegraphicas  e  telephonicas  entre 
OS  pontos  atravessados  pelo  cabo.     O  contracto  e  por  cincoenta 
annos,  e  ao  fim  deste  prazo  a  obra  passara  a  ser  propriedade  do 
Governo.    A  concessao  pode  transferir-se  a  uma  companhia  estran- 
geira,  com  a  permissio  do  Govemo.    O  servi9o  fica  isento  dc  toda 
contribui9ao  nacional. 

NOVOS  CONTRACTOS  PARA  A  CONSTRUCgAo    DE  ESTRADAS 

DE  FERRO. 

ESTRADA    DE    FERRO    DE    PERICO    A    CRUCERO. 

_  • 

O  Consul  Plumacher  communica  de  Maracaibo  a  Secrctaria 
de  Estado,  em  data  de  8  de  Mar9o  de  1898,  que  o  Govemo  vene- 
zuelano  celebrou  um  contracto  com.o  General  Custodio  Milam^ 
e  associados,  para  a  construc9ao  de  uma  estrada  de  ferro  cntre  os 
portos  de  Perico  e  Crucero,  situados  na  margem  direita  do  Rio 
Orinoco  no  territorio  federal  do  Amazonas. 
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Jegundo  as  estipula96es  do  contracto,  pode-se  empregar  vapor 
electricidade  como  for9a  motriz;  a  bitola  da  linha  sera  de  2 

e  cinco  poUegadas,  com  um  radio  minimo  de  99  pes  e  3 
legadas,  e  pendentes  que  nSo  excedam  de  3  por  cento.  Os 
)alhos  de  construc9ao  deverSo  come9ar  dentro  de  um  anno  a 
tar  da  data  da  .ipprova9ao  do  contracto  pelo  Congresso,  e 
erao  ser  terminados  dentro  de  tres  annos  a  contar  da  mesma 
a. 
Tonceder-se-ha  aos  concessionarios  o  tempo  que  tenham  perdido 

causas  imprevistas  on  force  majeure.  O  Governo  declara  esta 
ada  de  ferro  de  utilidade  publica  e  concede  uma  subven9ao  de 
DOO  bolivares  por  cada  kilometro  de  linha  construida.  Con- 
e-se  aos  concessionarios  o  direito  de  introduzir  livres  pelas 
indegas  todos  os  materiaes,  instrumentos,  machinas  e  os  demais 
nsilios  necessarios  para  a  construc9ao,  conserva9So  e  explora9ao 
linha.  Tambem  entrara  livre  de  direitos  o  material  necessario 
a  a  construc9ao  das  linhas  telegraphicas  e  telephonicas  de  que 
ha  de  servir-se  a  companhia.' 

')  Govemo  reserva  o  direito  de  fixar  as  tarifas  de  frete  e  passa- 
ros.  Os  concessionarios  obrigam-se  a  transportar  gratuitamente 
orrespondencia  do  Governo,  as  tropas  e  empregados  publicos 
servi9o  do  Governo  e  as  mercadorias  do  Governo  pagarSo 
[lente  a  metade  dos  pre9os  de  tarifa. 

\  concessao  podera  ser  transferida  a  qualquer  companhia 
:ional  ou  estrangeira  ao  obter  previamente  permissSo  do  go- 
ne, mas  em  nenhum  caso  podera  ser  transferida  a  um  governo 
•angeiro.  Ao  fim  do  prazo  de  noventa  e  novc  annos,  a  cstrada 
ferro,  com  todas  suas  dependencias,  passara  a  ser  propriedade  do 
verno  nacional  e  devera  ser  em  bom  estado  de  conserva9ao. 

ESTRADA    DE    FERRO    DE    LOS    TEQUES    A    CUA. 

3  Consul  Plumacher  communica  a  Secretaria  de  Estado  em 
a  de  1 2  de  Fevereiro,  que  o  Governo  de  Venezuela  tem  celebrado 
contracto  com  o  Sr.  Francisco  E.  Rivero  e  outros,  para 
onstruc9So  de  uma  estrada  de  ferro  no  Estado  de  Miranda, 
re  Los  Teques  e  Cua.  As  condi95es  deste  contracto  s^o  identi- 
as  do  contracto  para  a  estrada  de  ferro  ja  mencionada  de  Perico 
'rucero,  com  a  difFeren9a  de  que  o  artigo  8  daquelle  contracto 
Ball.  No.  11 11 
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concede  aos  concessionarios  o  direito  de  construir  um  fiinicular 
em  um  ponto  da  linha,  que  nio  excedera  de  dous  kilometros  e 
devera  contar  com  todos  os  apparelhos  modemos  que  garantam 
sua  seguran9a. 

EXPORTAfdES    DE    NEW    YORK    PARA    VENEZUELA. 

A  seguinte  tabella  extrahida  de  dados  subministrados  por  Don 
Antonio  E.  Delfino,  Consul-Geral  de  Venezuela  junto  a  New 
York,  da  um  resumo  geral  das  mercadorias  que  se  exportaram  dos 
portos  de  New  York  para  os  portos  de  Venezuela,  durante  o  anno 
de  1897: 


Portos. 


La  Guaira 

Puerto  Cabello.. 

Maracaibo 

Ciudad  Bolivar  . 
La  Vela  de  Coro 

Cardpano 

Cuanta 

Ciman& 

Cafio  Colorado  . 

Maturin 

Guiria 

Maracaibo-Oro  . 

Total 


Pardos. 


Kilos. 


Valor. 


310,513 

166,694 

loi,  293 

77, 120 

45. 033 

19,065 

5.106 

3.781 

1,788 

363 

347 
18 


731. 121 


18,  709, 410 

7, 087,  263 

6, 156,  558 

3. 458.  644 

2, 036,  703 

852, 058 

270,  710 

205.  561 

107.  341 

31.715 

16,  784 
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38, 932,  898 


$1.354. 308. 56 

570,666.91 

650,331.00 

280,172,96 

111.S83.95 

74. 618. 24 

21,417-46 

17.513.56 

6,873.00 

2. 553-  35 
1,326.00 

91.351.67 


3,183,016.86 


As  ditas  mercadorias  foram  transportadas  em   1 10  navios,  da 
nacionalidade  seguinte : 


Navi<»i«l«. 


Americanos. 
Hollandezes 
Inglezes  . . . . 
Hespanh6es 
Francezes. . . 


NoTA. — Na  tabella  supra  dflo-se  os  valores  na  moeda  dos  Estados  LInidos. 


LINHA  DE  CABO 


O  Sr.  E.  H.  Plumacher,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unjdos  em  Mara- 
caibo, communica  a  Secretaria  de  Estado  que  o  Sr.  Edward 
Rauber,  cidadao  francez,  residente  em  Caracas,  obteve  do  Govcmo 
uma  concess^o  para  estabelecer  e  funccionar  uma  linha  de  cabo  dc 
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a^o,  dcstinada  ao  transporte  de  mercadorias  e  fructas  entre  as 
cidades  dc  Valencia,  capital  do  Estado  de  Carabobo,  e  Nirgua, 
capital  do  districto  de  Nirgua,  no  mesmo  Estado  e  pontos  inter- 
medios.  Segundo  o  contracto,  o  Sr.  Rauber  fica  tambem  auto- 
risado  para  construir  ramaes  desta  linha  a  todos  os  lugares  contiguos 
aos  pontos  mencionados. 

0  concessionario  obriga-se  a  come9ar  os  trabalhos  na  primeira 
sec9io  da  linha  dentro  de  seis  mezes  a  contar  da  data  da  appro- 
va9^o  do  contracto  pelo  Congresso,  e  a  come9ar  os  da  segunda 
sec9ao  dentro  de  dez  e  oito  mezes  a  contar  da  mesma  data.  A 
primeira  sec92io  devera  ser  aberta  ao  servi9o  publico  dentro  de  um 
anno  dcsde  a  data  do  come90  dos  trabalhos,  e  a  segunda  sec9ao 
dentro  de  ties  annos. 

0  concessionario  e  seus  successores  ou  herdeiros  podem  trans- 
ferir  a  concessao  a  qualquer  pessoa  ou  corpora9ao,  seja  nacional  ou 
cstrangeira,  notificando  previamente  ao  governo;  mas  em  nenhum 
caso  podera  ser  transferida  a  concessao  a  um  govemo  estrangeiro. 

NOVO  GABINETE. 

0  novo  gabinete  foi  organizado  do  modo  segumte : 

Ministro  do  Interior General  Zoilo  Bello  Rodriguez. 

Ministro  de  RelagSes  Exteriorcs General  Juan  CalcaRo  Mathieu. 

Ministro  da  Fazenda General  M/»nuel  Antonio  Mato». 

Ministro  do  Credito  Publico Sr.  CXrlos  V.  Echeverria. 

Ministro  da  Agricultura,    Industria,  e   Com- 

"^crcio General  NicolXs  Rolando. 

Ministro  dos  Correios  c  Telegraphos Dr.  Jos^  Loreto  Arismendi. 

Ministro  das  Obras  Publicas Dr.  Alberto  Smith. 

Ministro  da  Marinha  e  da  Guerra General  Antonio  Fernandez. 

Ministro  da  Inscruc^ao  Publica Dr.  Bernardino  Mosquera. 

^vcrnador  do  Districto  Federal General  Francisco  Batalla. 

^crctario  Geral Vicente  Betancourt,  A. 


^UTORISAgAO     DO     SYSTEMA     METRICO     NA 

INGLATERRA. 

0  "Times"  de  Londres,  em  seu  numero  de  25  de  Dezembro 
de  1897,  diz: 

0  relatorio  apresentado  pela  Junta  de  Commercio  sobre  os  trabalhos  que  esta 
tern  levado  a  cabo  sob  as  leis  sobre  pesos  e  medidas  de  1878  e  1889,  tern  sahido 
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i  luz  como  publicagao  do  Parlamento.  Naquelle  documento  consigna-se  que  a 
Junta,  em  sua  ultima  sessao,  autorisou  o  uso  no  commercio  dos  pesos  e  medidas 
do  systema  metrico. 

Publica-se  em  todos  os  numeros  do  Boletim  Mensal,  uma 
tabella  dos  pesos  e  medidas  do  systema  metrico,  e  seus  equiva- 
lentes  nos  pesos  e  medidas  em  uso  nos  Estados  Unidos.  * 


MUSEUS    COMMERCIAES    DE    PHILADELPHIA. 

PRODUCTOS  DA  AMERICA  CENTRAL. 

O  Dr.  GusTAVE  Niederlin,  chefe  da  sec9ao  scientifica  dos 
Museus  Commerciaes,  regressou  a  Philadelphia  depois  de  uraa 
viagem  de  oito  mezes  pelas  Republicas  da  America  Central.  0 
Sr.  Niederlin  visitou  os  representantes  dos  varios  govemos,  os 
quaes  fizeram  tudo  quanto  for  possivel  para  auxilial-os  em  scu 
proposito  de  conseguir  dados  commerciaes.  EUe  estabeleceu 
tambem  algumas  associa96es  que  serao  de  grande  utilidade  paraos 
Museus.  Em  Salvador  se  fizeram  arranjos  pelos  quaes  osagcntes 
do  Governo  remetterSo  a  Philadelphia  productos  classificados,  c 
duplicados  dos  mesmos  ser^io  enviados  pelos  Museus,  a  outras 
institui95es  semelhantes  que  desejem  possuil-os. 

Como  um  servi90  reciproco,  os  Museus  accordam  em  remcttcr 
a  Salvador  duplicados  procedentes  de  outros  paizes,  a  cusra  do 
Governo  de  Salvador.  O  Sr.  Niederlin,  durante  sua  viagem, 
teve  occasiio  de  communicar-se  com  todos  os  membros  do  con- 
selho  international  dos  Museus,  o  qual  assistiu  a  reuniao  que  sc 
<:elebrou  em  Philadelphia,  no  mez  de  Junho  ultimo.  O  "Traffic," 
periodico  que  se  publica  em  Philadelphia,  diz  que  o  Sr.  Nieder- 
lin recebeu  destes  senhores  expressoes  da  maior  sympathia  a  resr 
j)eito  dos  Estados  Unidos,  e  que  expressaram  o  desejo  de  promover 
•as  rela96es  commerciaes  com  este  paiz.  Os  Estados  Unidos  tern 
ieito  um  numero  consideravel  de  transac96es  commerciaes,  por 
intermedio  destes  delegados,  e  as  impressdes  que  estes  recebcram 
<lurante  sua  residencia  aqui,  tem  resultado  em  um  interesse  geral 
na  reuniao  que  tera  de  ser  celebrada  no  proximo  anno. 
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ESTADOS  DA   AMERICA    CENTRAL   E    DO    SUU 

RIQUEZAS  MINERAES. 

Um  opuscule  recentemente  publicado  pela  "  Orinoco  Company, 
Limited,"  contem  um  interessante  relatorio  sobre  os  mineraes  de 
fcrro  da  America  do  Sul.  Ainda  que  se  reconhe9a  em  geral,  que 
a  America  Central  e  do  Sul  e  rica  em  ferro  e  carv^Lo  de  pedra, 
sabe-se  muito  pouco  acerca  destes  mineraes.  NSLo  e  improvavel, 
portanto,  que  em  futuro  proximo  os  mencionados  productos  occu- 
pem  um  lugar  importante  entre  as  exportac5es  do  paiz.  Em 
Colombia,  tem-se  encontrado  grandes  depositos  de  hematite  ver- 
melha  e  c6r  de  castanha,  assim  como  tambem  ferro  magnetico. 
Nas  montanhas  de  Santa  Maria  ha  um  grande  deposito  deste 
ultimo  mineral,  e  nSo  longe  daquellas  se  encontram  depositos  de 
pedra  de  cal  e  carvSLo  de  pedra.  Segundo  os  ultimos  relatorios 
recebidos  de  Venezuela,  se  esta  trabalhando  com  grande  activi* 
dade  nos  depositos  de  mineral  de  Bessemer,  em  Santa  Catalina. 
Estes  depositos  tem  duas  e  meia  milhas  de  comprimento  e  meia 
niilha  de  largura.  O  terreno  em  que  esta  situado  o  mineral  inclina- 
se  gradualmente  ate  o  rio,  e  os  navios  podem  carregar  a  qualquer 
profiindidade.  A  "  Orinoco  Company,"  que  e  proprietaria  destes 
depositos,  diz  que  a  quantidade  media  de  ferro  que  o  mineral 
contem  e  de  67  por  cento,  emquanto  que  a  quantidade  de  phos^ 
phoro  e  tSo  escassa  em  algumas  analyses,  que  apenas  deixa  um 
"geiro  vestigio  e  sua  media  nSLo  e  muito  maior  de  2  por  cento. 

Alem  deste  deposito,  ha  outros  grandes  nas  montanhas  de  Ima- 
^ca;  mas  nao  se  tem  publicado  ainda  nenhum  relatorio  a  respeito 
^^  sua  extensSlo  e  qualidade. 
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COMMUNICAgAO  POR  VAPOR  ENTRE  NEW 
YORK,  PORTOS  DO  BRAZIL,  MONTEVIDEO  E 
BUENOS  AIRES. 

O  Secretario  da  Lega9ao  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Buenos 
Aires,  o  Sr.  Francis  S.  Jones,  remetteu  a  Secretaria  de  Estado 
um  extenso  relatorio  sobre  o  commercio  e  as  communica9des  por 
vapor  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  e  a  costa  do  Atlantico  da  America 
do  Sul,  no  qual  faz  indica95es  e  apresenta  argumentos  em  favor 
do  estabelecimento  de  uma  linha  americana  de  vapores  que  viajc 
entre  os  portos  destes  paizes. 

Nos  ultimos  annos,  as  mudan9as  que  tem  occorrido,  e  que  sc 
devem  em  sua  maior  parte  a  politica  aduaneira  dos  dous  paizes, 
tem  impedido  que  houvesse  qualquer  augmento  permanente  nas 
rela96es  de  commercio  entre  a  Republica  Argentina  e  os  Estados 
Unidos.  Nio  obstante  estas  circumstancias,  nosso  commercio 
com  aquelle  paiz  tem  augmentado  gradualmente,  como  o  demon- 
stra  a  tabella  seguinte : 


Anno. 


1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 


Bxportacfto  dos 
Bstados  Unidos 
para  a  Repub- 
lica Argentina. 


|2. 927, 488 
4,  979.  696 

4,  862,  746 
4.456.163 

5,  979.  046 
6, 072,  478 


Importadk)  wx 

BsUdos  rnidM 

da  Repobtka 

Ar]grotJu. 


Is.  343. 798 

5.239.095 

3.497.030 

7. 675. 270 
9.313.355 

10,772.627 


Ver-se-ha  que  o  commercio  combinado  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  c  a  Repub- 
lica Argentina  em  1897,  montou  a  $16,845,105,  mostrando  um  augmento  oc 
$8,573,819,  sobre  o  commercio  combinado  de  ambos  paizes  em  1892.  0  vo- 
lume das  transacgSes  mercantis  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  o  Uruguay  c  0  Brazil 
tem-se  mantido  mais  estacionario;  todavia,  6  t5o  considcravel,  espccialinwtc 
no  que  se  refere  ao  Brazil,  que  para  poder  estudar  bem  o  assumpto,  6  ncccssano 
mencional-o. 
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Commercio  do8  Estados  Unidos  com  o  Uruguay  e  0  Brazil. 


Anno. 


Uruguay. 


Bxportagfto  para. 


1 892 

1S93 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Commercio   britannico 
(1896)  


$939.  030 
960,  606 

1,415.171 
1,262,001 

1,481,  200 


5,407,678 


Importa^fto  de. 


$2,  480,  890 
1,623,380 

1,  419.  573 

2,  699,  648 

3,  242. 428 


Brazil. 


Bxporta^ao  para. 


$14,  291,  873 

12,  388,  124 

13,  866, 006 
15,165,070 

14,  258, 187 


Importa^fto  de. 


$118,633,604 
76,  222,  138 
79.  360,  159 
78,831,476 
71, 060, 046 


I.  568,  354 


32, 430,  376 


19.7-7,151 


A  notavel  diminui9ao  nas  impoita9des  do  Brazil  em  1893  ^^ 
deveu  em  grande  parte  a  revolta  naval  que  teve  lugar  neste  anno 
e  as  consequencias  que  trouxe.  E  de  admirar-se,  si  se  tomar 
em  considera9ao  o  volume  deste  commercio  na  actualidade,  que 
uma  companhia  americana  de  transportes  nio  tenha-se  esfor9ad6 
para  fazer  concurrencia  para  elle. 

As  linhas  de  vapores  "Norton"  e  "Prince,"  ambas  emprezas 

inglezas,  sio  as  unicas  que  fazem  viagens  regulares  entre  New 

York  e  Buenos  Aires.     A  linha  "Norton"  faz  viagens  directas 

bimensaes  de  New  York  a  Montevideo  e  Buenos  Aires,  mas  n^o 

toca  em  portos  do  Brazil  em  sua  viagem  de  ida.     Os  vapores  da 

linha  "  Prince,"  que  s^o  de  carga,  com  alojamento  para  um  numero 

limitado  de  passageiros,  fazem  duas  viagens  por  mez  entre  os 

pontos  acima  mencionados,  tocando  em  sua  viagem  de  volta  em 

Santos,  Rio,  Bahia,  e  Pemambuco.     O  mais  rapido  destes  vapores 

cmprega  vinte  e  oito  dias  na  viagem. 

A  companhia  chamada  "  Lamport  &  Holt,"  tambem  ingleza,  tern  um  vapor 
de  carga  que  faz  o  servi^o  uma  vez  por  mcz  entre  New  York  e  Buenos  Aires. 
Os- vapores  regulares  de  passageiros  desta  linha  nao  descem  ao  sul  do  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  e  transferem  os  passageiros  que  vao  a  Buenos  Aires  para  os  vapores 
^as  varias  linhas  europeas  que  fazem  escala  em  Rio,  em  viagem  para  Buenos 
Aires.  Al^m  destes  vapores,  ha  um  servigo  de  vapores,  trcs  vczes  por  mez,  entre 
New  York  e  ParS.  A  c^pacidade  de  carga  destes  ultimos  vapores  i  de  1,500  a 
2,000  toneladas,  que  a  vezes  nSo  i  bastante,  e,  por  conseguinte,  a  carga  tem  de 
&er  deixada  no  molhe,  retardando-se  assim  sua  entrega  em  dez  dias. 

Os  vapores  da  linha  "Lamport  &  Holt"  empregam  de  vinte-dous  a  vinte-tres 
^*a8,  pela  m^dia,  para  fazer  a  viagem  entre  New  York  e  Rio.  Acrescentem-se 
^  isto  OS  quatro  dias  de  viagem  do  Rio  de  Janeiro  a  Buenos  Aires  pelos  vapores 
'^cus  rapidos  que  tocam  naquelle  porto  procedentes  da  Europa  e  resuka  que  o 
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n  contar  com  a  demora  que  pode  haver  ai 
>,  i  de  vinte-sete  a  v.inte-oito  dUs,  entn 


2016 

tempo  total  que  se  emprega,  1 
a  connexSo  no  Rio  dc  Jane 
York  c  Buenos  Aires.      •     •     • 

Oa  prc5os  do  carvSo  (cm  ouro)  e  os  portos  mais  apropriados  para  torn 
combustivel  se  enconcratn  na  cabella  seguinte,  cujos  dados  foram  comadosdc 
relatorio  official  acerca  de  estagSes  de  carvSo,  feito  por  um  dos  navios  de  gu 
dos  Escados  Unidos  no  an;io  de  1 S97 : 


Logsr. 

CI««<,e«r..»o. 

Cuito. 

PadUdadH  pan  lomv  ctrrio 

Bermuda 

Pocahonlas 

»7.i4 
4.3a 

9-73 
7-50 

bra-mar. 

Ainda  que  os  pre;os  do  carv^  fluciuam  nestes  portos,  os  algarismos  mci- 
cionados  podem  set  considerados  como  a  midla  dos  pre^os  vigentes  nos  ultimo 


Os  artigos  que  se  exportam  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  o  Brazil. 
Uruguay  e  a  Republica  Argentina  sio  madeiras,  machlnas  para  a 
agricultura,  kerosene,  e  mercadorias  em  geral,  como  fen^igens. 
ferro,  instrumentos,  ganchos  e  pannos  de  algod3o. 

As  importa90es  principaes  do  Brazil  sao  cafe,  assucar,  e  bom- 
cha;  do  Uruguay,  couros  e  13;  e  da  Republica  Argentina, couros, 
\i,  linha^a,  pello  e  assucar. 

Os  fretes  dos  principaes  artigos  de  exporta9ao  e  importa9§osio: 


Artigo, 

AruAodt. 

Buenos  Aires  a  New  York 

Em  geral 

tS  por  tonelada  e  $4  P"'  '^ 

pis  cubicos. 
35  ce^iavos  por  sacco.      . 

Assucar    

$3.6;  por  tonelada. 
»a.40  a  $3.65  por  toneliJ' 
$8  por  tonelada;  3S  «"'"■"' 

por  p6  cubico. 
30  centavos  por  picubicof  11 

41  centavos  por  p* cubico !"> 

por  cento  prima. 
30  centavos  por  ptcuhicot'" 

Em    era] 
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)  valor  das  importa96es  e  exporta96es  directas  entre  New  York, 
razil,  o  Uruguay  t  a  Republica  Argentina,  durante  os  annos 
les  de  1 895  e  1 896,  foi  como  se  segue : 


New  York. 

Paizes. 

1895- 

X896. 

ImportayOes. 

BxportagOes. 

Importances. 

£xporta$Oes. 

1 

$69,  298,  288 
2,  572,  254 
4.  127,  597 

$11,091,495 
I,  020,  958 
3.780,110 

$63,  712,  131 
2,  759.  933 
5. 135.419 

$10,  674,  SIQ 

uay 

I,  162,  028 

/ •* 

iblica  Argentina... 

4.  574,  328 

Total 

75.  998,  139 

15,  881,  563 

71,607.413 

16,  411,  77S 

►  Sr.  Jones  cita  o  fecto  de  que  o  commercio  total  entre  New 
k,  o  Brazil,  o  Uruguay  e  a  Republica  Argentina,  montou  em 
5'-96,  a  $103,013,339,  levado  em  184  navios  de  vela,  cuja 
lagem  total  foi  de  116,558  toneladas,  e  331   navios  de  vapor 

uma  tonelagem  total  de  470,941  toneladas.  Destes  navios 
ela  so  7 1  eram  de  nacionalidade  americana,  representando  uma 
lagem  de  48,724  toneladas;  entre  os  vapores  nJo  houve  um 
ue  levasse  bandeira  americana. 

inda  que  as  linhas  de  vapores  de  "  Lamport  &  Holt,"  "  Norton  " 
Prince,"  n5o  recebam  uma  subven95o,  segundo  o  relatorio 
cionado,  est^o  em  condi95o  muito  prospera,  e  dizem  que  seus 
lendos  annuaes  s^o  de  1 5  a  20  por  cento. 

deduc9ao  logica  dos  factos  e  os  algarismos  apresentados  pelo 
ONES  e  que  nSo  somente  ha  necessidade  de  estabelecer  uma 
I  de  vapores  sob  a  bandeira  dos  Estados  Unidos,  mas  que 
e  a  opportunidade  de  fazel-o.  O  relatorio  mencionado  indica 
nanho  e  a  velocidade  dos  navios  necessarios  para  este  servi9o; 
1  como  o  caminho,  as  esta96es  para  tomar  carvio  e  os  postos 
:  devem  fezer  escala. 

lei  dos  Estados  Unidos  relativa  a  compensa9ao  pelo  transporte 
eus  correios  e  como  segue : 

1  cumprimento  da  sec^So  3  da  lei  approvada  em  3  de  Maryo  de  1891,  o 
Tno  dos  Estados  Unidos  concede  a  qualquer  companhia  americana  de  vapores 
ie  estabelecer,  a  quantia  de  $2  por  milha  por  cada  viagem  de  ida  condu- 
»  a  mala  dos  Estados  Unidos,  com  a  condigao  de  que : 
^  Seus  vapores  tenham  sido  construidos  nos  Estados  Unidos. 
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(z)  Sua  constriicySo  seja  de  ferro  ou  de  a^o. 

(3)  Sejam  construidos  de  modo  que  possam  ser  convertidos  em  cruzadores 
auxiliares  em  tempo  de  guerra. 

(4)  Sejam  capazes  de  manter  uma  velocidade  de  16  n6s  por  hora  em  circum- 
stancias  ordinarias. 

(5)  Tenham  uma  tonelagem  bruta  regis trada,  de  nao  menos  de  5,000  toneladas. 
Em  conformidade  com  uma  clausula  identica  da  mesma  lei,  organisou  se,  ere* 

sceu  e  chegou  a  occupar  o  primeiro  lugar  entre  as  grandes  linhas  de  vaporesque 
hoje  unem  a  Europa  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  a  empreza  conhecida  com  0  nome 
da  ''International  Navigation  Company." 


COMMERCIO  MISCELLANEO. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

ladMtria  d«  Fabrica^io  do      ^m  relatofio  official  sobre  a  Republica  Argentina  dii 
Mantoiga  o  Qneijo.       ^^^  ^  industria  da  fabricajao  de  manteiga  esti  chcgando  a 
adquirir  grandes  propor^oes.     A  exporta9Sio  annual  deste  artigo  monta  na  actuaii* 
dade  a  15,000  caixas,  emquanto  que  ha  poucos  annos  quasi  toda  a  manteiga  era 
importada.     Uma  companhia  ingleza  comprou  uma  fabrica  que  }i  estava  estabe* 
lecida  em  Tandil,  na  provincia  de  Buenos  Aires,  e  espera  augmentar  em  graude 
quantidade  sua  produc^ao.     Encontram-se  o  leite  e  a  nata  em  abunianciae,  sem 
duvida,  a  empreza  ter&  um  bom  exito.     O  queijo  fabricado  no  paiz  tern  feito 
desapparecer  gradualmente  o  artigo  importado. 
niiimln«9ioEleGtricaem       ^  municipalidade  de  Buenos  Aires  celebrou  um  con- 
Bnonoa  Airea.  tracto  com  a  Companhia  Geral  de  Electricidadc  daquclla 

cidade  para  a  illumina^So  das  ruas  a  luz  electrica.  Como  principle  da  obra, 
estabelecer-se-hao  300  lampadas  de  oito  amperes.  Os  prcjos  que  se  pagaraosao 
OS  seguintes  :  por  120  lampadas,  accendidas  toda  a  noite,  $27  porcadauma; 
por  180  lampadas  accendidas  at6  a  l  a.  m.  $20.25,  por  cad  a  uma.  Poreste 
arranjo,  supprimir-se-hao  990  lampadas  de  gaz  que  agora  custam  $7  cadauma. 
O  primeiro  contracto  seri  s6mente  por  um  anno,  at6  o  governo  da  cidade  dfi 
autorisagao  para  estendel-o  por  mais  tempo. 

E     rtaftodeOadd  ^  "  Butchers**  Advocate,"  de  30  de  Margo  dc  1898, 

.•okT6.  que   se   publica  em    Chicago  e    New   York,  diz  que  a 

Agencia  Anglo-Argentina  de  gado  de  Buenos  Aires  tem  estabelecido  uma  linb 
de  vapores  para  o  transporte  de  gado  entre  aquella  cidade  e  a  Inglaterra. 
Estes  vapores  sSo  de  seis  mil  toneladas  e  cada  um  carregari  seis  centas  cabe^as 
de  gado  e  dous  mil  carneiros.  Tem  um  completo  equipamento  e  todo  0  necc$* 
sario  para  facilitar  o  transporte  de  gado.  Espera-se  que  os  exporcadores 
poderSo  exportar  agora  gado  da  Republica  Argentina  para  a  Inglaterra,  em  con- 
digao  propria  para  fazer  concurrencia  com  o  gado  dos  Estados  Un^dos  e  do 
Canada. 
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O  Sr.  Don  Francisco  Latzina,  Director  Geral  dc  Esta- 

tisticas,  di  os  seguintes  dados  relativos  ao  numero  de  perio- 

dicos  que  se  publicam  na  Republica  Argentina.      O  numero  total  6  de  47 2,  dos  quaes 

64  sao  diarios ;    1 6  sao  publicados  de  tres  em  tres  semanas ; .  44  cada  duas  semanas ; 

191   semanaes;  4  que  saem  cada  dez  dias;   55  cada  quinzedias;   64  mensaes, 

2  trtmensaes,  1 1  annuaes ;    1 3  a  intervallos  irregulares,  e  8  a  respeito  dos  quaes 

nao  se  consignam  dados.     Dos  472  periodicos,  8  se  publicam  em  inglez,  8  em 

aUemao,  8  em  francez,  22  em  italiano,  1   em  dinamarquez,  e  os  425  restantes 

em  hespanhol.     Destes  ultimos,  4 1 3  s2o  4^  propriedade  de  cidadSos  da  Republica 

Argentina,  e  1 2  s3o  da  propriedade  de  hespanh5es. 


BRAZIL. 

Introdncfio  do  Garros  Po»-     ^  Brazil  adoptou  recentemente  a  innovagao  americana 
*••■•  que  consiste  no  uso  de  carros  de  estrada  de  ferro,  especiaes, 

para  0  scrvigo  de  Correios.      A  Estrada  de  Ferro  Central  do  Brazil,  que  6  pro- 
priedade do  Governo,  deu  ordens  i  companhia  denominada  "  Wason  Car  Com- 
pany" de  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  para  a  construc^ao  de  seis  carros  postaes. 
No  pedido  se  especificou  que  os  carros  deviam  ser   construidos   tomando   por 
padrao  os  carros  postaes  americanos,  mas  se  recommendou  que  se  empregrasse 
para  0  acabado  interior  e  exterior  dos  carros,  o  mogno,  madeira   esta  que  os 
^^azileiros  preferem  i  madeira  branca,    que  6  a  que  geralmente   se  emprega. 
'^s^ram-se  os  antigos  engates  inglezas  e  se  deram  aos  carros  as  devidas  dimens6es 
para  ajustal-os  i  bitola  de  cinco  p^s  que  se   usa  no   Brazil.     Tambem  foi   des- 
pachada  recentemente  uma  factura  de  carros  de  passageiros  para  a  mesma  linha. 

CHILE. 

fiaft.K.1    1       *-  J    T  Diz  a  "  Electric  Review  "  que  os  trabalhos  de  installa- 

2|^v«Miecim«nto  de  Lns  ^ 

*Tica  em  Pnnta Aronas.  gao  de  uma  planta  electrica  para  a  illumina^ao  em  Punta 
^^^nas,  Chile,  no  Estreito  de  Magalhies,  estao  chegando  rapidamente  i  sua 
^o^dusao.  As  machinas  foram  embarcadas  de  New  York,  e  os  edificios  estao  j4 
prortiptos  para  a  installa^ao  destas. 

MEXICO. 

Estrada  de  Ferro  de  O  "  Modern  Mexico,"   que  se  publica  nas  cidades  de 

Ooahniia.  Mexico  e  St.  Louis,  diz  que  ji  foi  feita  a  concessao  da 

fi^trada  de  Ferro  Central  de  Coahuila,  a  projectada  linha  de  bitola  ordinaria  entre 
Saltillo  e  Trevino.  JS  se  fizeram  os  estudos  preliminares  e  se  tern  comprado 
OS  trilhos  de  a^o.  Comegou-se  a  construcgSo  da  linha  o  primeiro  de  Abril.  A 
estrada  teri  noventa  kilometres  de  comprimento  e  porS  Saltillo  em  communi- 
cagao  com  as  principaes  linhas  da  Republica  e  dos  Estados  Unidos.  A16m  da 
construcySo  e  equipamento  da  linha,  a  Companhia  obriga-se  a  estabelecer  um 
hotel  moderno  o  qual,  uma  vez  terminada  a  construc^ao  da  linha,  contribuiri 
grandcmente  i  importancia  de  Saltillo.     Saltillo  6  ]i  proeminente  como  cidade 
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manufactureira;  conta  com  grandes  moinhos  de  farinha,  e  fabricas  dc  sabao,  de 
oleo  de  semente  de  algodao  e  de  generos  dc  algodao.  Esti  illuminada  4  luz 
clectrica,  tern  um  bom  service  de  tramvias  e  outras  evidencias  do  esprito  dc 
empreza  e  crescimento. 

indQstria  de  Oanna  de  ^  pr.oducjao  da  canna  dc  assucar  nao  tern  no  Mexico 

Aesacar.  ^^  proporjScs  quc  podcria  ter,  e  rclativamcnte  fallando, 

pode-se  dizer,  que  esta  industria  ainda  est4  cm  sua  infancia.  £m  um  ardgo 
publicado  recentemente  no  "Modern  Mexico,"  e  cscripto  pclo  Sr.  J.  Yokba, 
perito  em  terras  e  conheccdor  dos  recursos  do  Mexico,  elle  falla  das  vantagensdo 
paiz  para  o  cultivo  deste  producto  e  da  importancia  provavcl  deste  cultivo  no 
futuro.  A  canna  de  assucar  cresce  e  se  cultiva  em  todo  o  Mexico,  com  excep^ao 
do  Districto  Federal  e  do  Estado  de  Tlaxacala.  A  industria,  em  alguns  dis- 
trictos,  nao  tem  tido  ainda  exito  commercial.  Talvez  a  principal  razao  por 
que  OS  engenhos  mexicanos  n§o  bastam  a  cobrir  a  demanda,  6  o  facto  de  que 
uma  grande  parte  da  area  propria  para  o  cultivo  da  canna  de  assucar,  ainda  nao 
tem  sido  explorada,  mas  espera  a  empreza  e  capital  estrangeiros.  Pouco  slo  m 
plantadores  mexicanos  que  prestam  alguma  attenyao  para  a  qu alidade  do  solo, 
quando  isto  6  um  dos  pontos  mais  essenciaes  para  obter  bons  resultados 
cconomicos. 

O  Isthmo  de  Tehuan tepee,  que   ha  poucos  annos  en 

O  Onltivo  do  OtI4,  r     >  -i  r 

quasi  desconhecido,  promette  ser  um  dos  melhores  dis- 
trictos  do  continente  norteamericano  para  o  cultivo  do  caf<6.  O  dito  Isthmo 
conta  com  excepcionaes  vantagens  respeito  4  qualidade  e  importancia  das  colhei- 
tas,  assim  como  no  tocante  ao  solo,  transporte,  clima,  e  outras  condicoes  essen- 
ciaes ao  bom  exito  no  cultivo  do  caf6.  O  caf^  pode  ser  cultivado  aqui  a  um 
pre^o  muito  baixo,  e  o  grao  6  de  excellente  qualidade  e  obtem  bom  pre^o. 
_    ,       .  J     TN       i*    J        O  Governo  mexicano,  por  intermedio  do  Senhor  Leal, 

Ezplora^io  doe  Depoeitoe  de  '  '^ 

Onano  no  Oolfb do  Mexico.  Ministro  do  Fomcnto,  cclebrou  recentemente  um  contracio 
com  OS  Senhores  Luis  Rossi  e  Eduardo  Chesio  para  a  cxplora^ao  dos  depositosde 
guano  das  ilhas  desertas  do  Golfo  do  Mexico,  que  estSo  situadas  perto  das  costas 
de  Campeche  e  Yucatan.  O  contracto  foi  fcito  por  um  periodo  de  dez  annos  e 
comprehende  a  explora^So  das  ilhas  de  Alacranes,  Areas,  Arenas,  Bermeja,  Banco 
Nuevo,  Can  Can,  Contoy,  Desertora,  Bcsterradora,  Holhose  Obispo,  Pajaros, 
etc. ;  assim  como  tambem  os  baixios  em  frente  ao  cabo  Catoche.  O  conces- 
sionario  pagar4  ao  Governo  75  centavos  por  tonelada  de  guano  tirado  e  os  dircitos 
de  exportagao  prescriptos  pela  tarifa.  Os  Senhores  Rossi  e  Chesio  devcrlo 
comegar  os  trabalhos  de  exploragao  dentro  de  seis  mezes  depois  de  firmado  0 
contracto  e  os  trabalhos  de  excava^Io  dentro  dos  seis  mezes  subsequentes. 
PofoeArteaianoeeMoinhoe  Durante  OS  ultimos  annos  um  grande  numero  de  cida- 
de  Vento.  daos  americanos  tem  immigrado  para  o  Mexico,  ondc  sc 

tem  estabelecido  em  varias  industrias,  especialmente  a  agricola.  A  falta  d'agua 
tem  sido  uma  grande  desvantagem  para  seu  desenvolvimcnto  em  annos  antcriorcs; 
hoje  se  tem  vencido  esta  difficuldade  com  a  introduc^So  no  paiz  de  po^os  artca- 
anos  e  moinhos  de  vento.  Abriu-se,  ha  pouco,  um  P090  na  praga  da  cidadcflc 
Leon,  Estado  de  Guanajuato,  que  i  profundidade  de  7CX5  p6s  deu  um  esplendido 
fluxo  d'agua.      O  exito  da  empreza  foi  muito  noticiado  e  tem  chamado  a  atten^ao 
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para  este  methodo  de  obter  agua.  Provavelmente  dar&  como  resultado  a  intro- 
ducgao  de  moinhos  de  vento  para  fazer  trabalhar  os  poyos  artesianos  e  obter 
assim  agua  potavel  e  para  a  irriga^ao. 

inaaronQfto  de  una  Estrada  Acaba-se  de  concluir  no  Mexico  a  primeira  estrada  de 
do  F«rro  Elactrica.  fcrro  electrica,  que  se  estende  desde  Jalapa,  capital  do 
Estado  de  Vera  Cruz,  at^  Teocelo.  A  Hnha  serfi  aberta  ao  trafico  em  geral  dentro 
de  poucos  dias,  e  se  espera  que  o  Presidente  da  Republica  tomari  parte  na  cere- 
monia  da  inaugura^ao  da  dita  empreza. 

URUGUAY. 

Obras  do  Moihoraaonto  no  ^  ^^'  SwALM,  Consul  dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Monte- 
Porio  de  Montevidoo.  yideo,  communica  i  Secretaria  de  Estado  em  data  de  24 
dc  Fcvereiro,  que  se  estao  fazendo  preparativos  para  come^ar  definitivamente  os 
trabalhos  de  melhoramento  do  porto  de  Montevideo.  Como  se  tern  dito  repetidas 
vczes  no  Boletim  Mensal,  jS  foram  submettidos  ao  Governo  os  pianos  para  levar 
a  cabo  esta  obra,  entre  os  quaes  se  contam  alguns  dos  Estados  Unidos.  O  Consul 
SwALM  diz  que  os  ditos  pianos  serao  examinados  de  novo  e  logo  que  se  fizer  a 
9elcc9ao,  comegar-sc-hao  os  trabalhos  de  profundar  o  porto  e  construir  o  quebra- 
mar.  A  obra  custari  de  $7,000,000  a  ^1  5,000,000.  Chama-se  a  atten^ao  dos 
contractantes  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  a  empreza. 


VENEZUELA. 

lraporta9<ta  Mra  Mar9o  de       ^^    relatorio  official,    ultimamcnte   remittido   a   esta 
^^^'  Secretaria,  mostra  que  o  total  das  importac5es  cm  Vene- 

zuela procedentes  do  porto  de  New  York,  em  Margo  dc  i8y8,  montou  a 
$326,519,  e  desta  quantia  $67,500  foram  em  moeda  de  ouro  e  o  resto  em  mer- 
cadorias  de  caracter  geral.  No  mesmo  mez  do  anno  anterior,  a  importagao 
total  de  ouro  cunhado  proveniente  do  mesmo  porto,  foi  de  $4,911,  o  que 
mostra  um  augmento  de  $62,588  em  favor  do  mez  de  Margo  de  1898.  A 
unportagao  de  mercadorias  em  Mar^o  de  1897  alcan^ou  um  valor  de  $290,615, 
0  que  comparado  com  o  do  mez  correspondente  de  1898,  mostra  um  balango  de 
131,596,  em  favor  do  mez  de  Margo  de  1897.  Estes  algarismos  mostram  um 
resultado  geral  em  favor  de  Margo  de  1898,  na  quantia  de  $30,992. 

Pabricas  de  DiatiilaQflo  em      ^^^^  Secretaria  tem  informayao  de  que  o  representante 
OaxacaeePnertoOabeUo.  j^    Monopolio  de   Whisky    ]i   partiu    para   Venezuela, 

para  dirigir  alii  a  construc^ao  de  duas  novas  fabricas  de  distillagao,  que  se  esta- 
belccerao  em  Caracas  e  Puerto  Cabello,  ao  custp  de  $1,000,000  approximada- 
tnente.  As  machinas  estao  promptas  para  ser  despachadas  e  espera-se  que  as 
fabricas  estejam  funccionando  no  curso  deste  anno.  Os  elevadores  terao  uma 
^apacidade  de  20,000  alqueires  de  graos  e  as  duas  fabricas  de  distillagao  pro- 
duzirao  3,500  alqueires  de  grao  preparado,  ou  16,000  galdes  diarios'de  alcool 
e  bebidas  espirituosas.  As  fabricas  serao  construidas  segundo  a  concessao  feita 
pelo  Governo  de  Venezuela,  que  d4  ao  concessionario  o  direito  de  importar, 
livres  de  direito,  os  materiaes   necessarios,  exonerando  dc  todo  imposto  os  pro- 
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ductos  pelo  prazo  de  seis  annos.  Os  direi(osi  actuaes  sobre  alcool  sao  $2  por 
gaUo  de  prova.  As  aguardentes  para  bebidas  espirituoAaa  se  fabricam  em  Vene- 
zuela de  fructas  e  canna  de  assucar,  ou  se  importam  da  Europa. 

Chamamos  a  atten^Sio  dos  embarcadores  ao  seguinte 

Aos  EmbarcadofM. 

decreto  promulgado  recentemente  pelo  Sr.  Manuel  A. 
Matos,  Ministro  da  Faz-nda  dos  Estados  Unidos  de  Venezuela,  cuja  falta  de 
observancia  pode  causar  difficuldades  aos  importadores  no  despacho  de  suas  mer- 
cadorias:  Tendo  o  Governo  necessidade  de  conhecer,  £  chegada  dos  navios 
procedentes  do  estrangeiro,  o  conteudo  das  facturas  consulares  correspondentes 
a  seus  respectivos  carregamentos,  sem  ter  de  esperar  que  o  Ministerio  da 
Fazenda  receba  o  exemplar  das  ditas  facturas  que  devem  remetter  os  consules 
por  outro  navio  immediato,  o  Presidente  da  Republica  decreta  que:  "a  contar 
do  1^  de  Abril  de  1898,  os  importadores  de  mercadorias  estrangeiras  aprescn- 
tern  i  Alfandega,  juntamente  com  seus  manifestos  de  importa^ao,  as  respectlFas 
facturas  consulares,  assim  como  uma  copia  simples  dellas,  a  qual  a  Alfandega 
remetteri  ao  Ministerio  da  Fazenda  com  uma  nota  declarando  que  a  dita  copia 
est4  conforme  ao  original,  ao  mais  seis  dias  depois  da  chegada  do  navio." 


Bulletin  Mensuel 

DU 

JEAU   DES  REPUBLIQUES    AM^RICAINES, 

Union  Interna tionale  dbs  R^publiques  Am^ricaines. 

^  MAI  1898.  No.  11. 


RELATIONS  COMMERCIALES.— XI  * 

)URCES  INTfiRIEURES  DE  LA    PARTIE   SEPTENTRIONALE 

DE  L'AMfiRIQUE  DU  SUD. 

Time  on  a  considere  les  ressources  territoriales  des  Antilles 
le  Bulletin  Mensuel  du  mois  d'avril,  il  est  tout  naturel 
ier  les  ressources  des  contrees  qui  composent  la  partie  sep- 
►nale  de  TAmerique  du  Sud,  c'est-a-dire,  les  Republiques 
lombie  et  du  Venezuela,  les  possessions  europeennes  dans 
yane,  Tile  hollandaise  de  Cura9ao  et  la  colonic  anglaise  de 
nite. 

sque  risthme  de  Panama,  au  point  de  vue  geographique, 
I'Amerique  du  Centre  a  I'Amerique  du  Sud,  la  Repu- 
:  de  Colombie,  avec  son  immense  cote  maritime  du  nord  sur 
itique,  celle  de  Pouest  baignee  par  TOcean  Pacifique,  ses 
ie  Colon  et  de  Panama,  situes  sur  les  deux  oceans,  merite 
msideration  toute  speciale.  La  population  de  la  Colombie, 
me  que  de  la  plupart  des  contrees  de  I'Amerique  Espagnole, 
>as  proportionnee  a  son  etendue  territoriale.     Riche  en  pro- 

Temier  article  de  cette  s^rie,  trait6  par  le  Directeur,  feu  Joseph  P.  Smith,  a  6t6 
lans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  pour  le  mois  de  juillet  1897.  La  s^rie  sera  con- 
ar  d liferents  collaborateurs  sur  les  bases  6tablies  par  M.  Smith. 
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ductions  agricoles  et  minerales,  son  commerce  d'exportation  sc 
borne  entierement  a  I'echange  de  celles-ci  contre  les  articles  fal>ri- 
ques  qu'elle  re9oit  principalement  de  la  France,  de  rAngleterre, 
des  Etats-Unis,  de  PAllemagne,  de  I'Espagne  et  de  Tltalie. 

Malgre  Petat  montagneux  du  pays,  qui  empeche  le  developpc- 
ment  des  communications  avec  I'interieur,  la  Colombie  a  reussi  a 
etablir  la  navigation  fluviale,  principalement  dans  le  fleuve  Magda- 
lena.     Elle  a  construit  aussi  plusieurs  lignes  de  chemins  de  feractu- 
ellement  en  operation,  telles  que  le  chemin  de  fer  allant  de  Colon  a 
Panama,  reliant  TOcean  Atlantique  a  I'Ocean  Pacifique  sur  anc 
longueur  de  47  milles;  le  chemin  de  fer  de  Santa  Marta  a  Saba- 
nilla,  appele  Puerto  Colombia,  d'unc  longueur  de  46  milles  et  q^iJ^ 
sera  prolonge  jusqu'a  Heredia,  sur  la  Magdalena;  celui  de  Barra-^«> 
quilla  a  Sabanilla,  distance  de  16  milles;  celui  de  Cartagena     ^ 
Calamar,  65  milles;  le  chemin  de  fer  de  Cauca,  allant  de  Buen^^' 
Ventura  a  San  Jose,  ayant  2 1  milles  de  longueur  et  que  Ton  se  pi     "^ 
pose  de  prolonger  jusqu'a  Cali  sur  une  distance  de  64  milles;        ^^ 
ligne  d'Antioquia,  de  Puerto  Barrios  a  Monos,  sur  une  distance 
32  milles  et  que  Ton  prolongera  jusqu'a  Medellin,  ou  91  mill 
celle  de  Yeguas  a  Honda,  distance  de  19  milles  et  qui  sera  co^^n- 
tinuee  jusqu'a  La  Maria,  distance  de  7  milles;  le  chemin  de  £^^er 
de  Sabana,  s'etendant  de  Facatativa  a  Bogota,  ou  24  milles;        la 
ligne  de  Girardot,  allant  de  ce  point  a  Juntas  de  Apula,  distan    -^t 
de  24  milles,  qu'on  prolongera  a  Madrid,  situe  a  48  milles  pi      ^s 
loin;  la  ligne  de  Cucuta,  allant  de  cette  ville  a  Puerto  Villa  Miz^sr, 
situe  sur  la  riviere  Zulia,  distance  de  34  milles,  qu'on  prolonge^M^ 
on  Pespere,  jusqu*a  la  frontiere  du  Venezuela;  et  le  chemin  dc^^r 
du  Nprd,  allant  de   Bogota  a  Zipaquira  sur  une  distance  de  <^i 
milles.     Parmi  ces  lignes,  celles  de  Cartagena,  de  Panama  ct  <dc 
Cauca  appartiennent  a  des  Americains  des  Etats-Unis;  les  lign.^s 
du  Nord  et  de  Girardot  appartiennent  au  Gouvernement:  la  Hg^^ 
d*Antioquia  appartient  au  Departement  de  ce  nom;  les  chemins  oc 
fer  de  Sabana  et  de  Cucuta  appartiennent  a  des  Colombiens  ti 
les  autres  a  des  Anglais. 

Les  principaux  ports  de  la  Republique  sur  1' Atlantique  sont; 
Rio  Hacha,  Santa  Marta,  Sabanilla  ou  Puerto  Colombie  et  Car- 
tagena; sur  le  Pacifique,  Buenaventura  et  Tumaco;  et  surl'lS" 
thme,  Colon  et  Panama.     Ces  derniers  sont  des  ports  librcs  ct 
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par  lesquels  se  fait  la  plus  grande  partie  du  commerce  de  la 

est  des  Etats-Unis  avec  la  cote  ouest  de  PAmerique  du  Cen- 

t  du  Sud.     Les  lignes  suivantes  de  vapeurs  s'arretent  aux 

)  de  la  Colombie :  a  Colon,  U  ligne  Panama  Railroad  Steam- 

de    New  York,   la   Royal   Mail,  la  Compagnie  Generale 

isatlantique,  la  West  Indies  and  Pacific  et  la  Harrison  qui 

hent  a  la  Nouvelle  Orleans;  la  Hamburg  American, la Trans- 

itica  Espanola,  de  New  York,  et  la  Veloce.     Les  vapeurs  de 

outh  American  Steamship  Co.,  de  la  North  American  Navi- 

)n  Con:pany  et  de  la  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Co.,  font  escale 

nama;  les  deux  premieres  font  le  service  entre  Panama  et  la 

Pacifique  de  I'Amerique  du  Sud,  et  les  autres  font  le  service 

I  San  Francisco,  Californie  et  Panama,  avec  escale  aux  ports 

ilexique  et  de  PAmerique   Centrale.     Les  lignes  suivantes 

a  d'autres  ports:   La  Barranquilla  Steamship  Company,  fait 

rvice  entre  New  York  et  Barranquilla  et  revient  via  Carta- 

;  la  ligne  Atlas,  qui  fait  le  service  entre  New  York  et  Sabanilla, 

!scale  a  Cartagena  dans  ses  voyages  de  retour;  la  West  Indian 

Pacific,  qui  fait  le  service  entre  Liverpool  et  Puerto  Colombie, 

s  la  a  la  Nouvelle  Orleans,  via  Colon  et  Cartagena;  la  ligne 

'ison  qui  suit  le  meme  itineraire;  la  Transatlantica  Espanola, 

it  de  New  York  a  Puerto  Colombie,  avec  escale  a  Cartagena, 

m  et  a  la  Havane;  la  Campagnie  Generale  Transatlantique, 

oyal  Mail,  la  Veloce  et  la  ligne  Hamburg  American. 

e  commerce  avec  les  endroits  qui  n'ont  pas  de  facilites  de 

lins  de  fer,  se  fait  par  des  routes  carrossables  et  par  les  sentiers 

tes  de  somme,  ce  que  les  expediteurs  doivent  toujours  consi- 

r  et  ne  jamais  perdre  de  vue  dans  Pemballage  de  leurs  marchan- 

;.     Par  suite  de  la  necessite  de  passer  les  Andes  qui  traversent 

le  pays,  il  est  facile  de  comprendre  que   pour  emballer  la 

:handise  il  faut  tenir  compte  des  fecilites  de  transport;  que 

larchandises  doivent  etre  mises  en  paquets  de  peu  de  volume 

?  peu  de  poids,  soigneusement  emballees  pour  le  transport 

e,  soit  a  dos  de  mulets,  soit  dans  des  charrettes. 

es  productions  principales  de  la  Colombie  sont :  le  cafe  qui 

en  abondance  et  qui  est  generalement  connu  sur  les  marches 

'icains  sous  le  nom  de  cafe  de  Sabanilla;  le  cacao,  la  canne 

:re,  les  bananes  de  toutes  especes,  le  coton,  Tindigo,  le  tabac. 
Bull.  No.  11-^12 
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la  vanille  et  les  fruits  de  toutes  sortes ;  des  bois  de  construction  et 
d'ebenisterie,  Pivoire  vegetale,  les  bois  de  teintures,  les  plantes 
medicinales  et  textiles.  Tor,  Pargent,  les  emeraudes,  le  fer,  le  petrole 
et  beaucoup  d'autres  mineraux.  Quant  aux  industries,  il  en  existc 
tres  peu  qui  n'ont  qu'une  importance  locale  et  elles  sufBsenta 
peine  a  la  consommation  du  pays. 

D'apres  le  rapport  de  M.  John  Bidlake,  Consul  des  Etats-Unis 
a  Barranquilla,  le  commerce  de  la  Colombie  par  ce  port  pour 
Tannee  finissant  le  31  decembre,  a  atteint  les  chifFres  suivants: 

Importations $8,870,993 

Exportations 9,644,398 

L'Angleterre  occupe  le  premier  rang  parmi  les  nations  en  rap- 
port d'affaires  avec  la  Colombie;  la  valeur  de  ses  exportations  repre- 
sente  une  somme  de  $3,396,223.     Les  Etats-Unis  viennent  au 
second  rang,  avec  un  chiffre  d'exportations  de  $1,751,991;  TAllc- 
magne  suit  de  pres,  avec  une  exportation  de  $1,719,163;  puis  la 
France,  avec  un  chiffre  de  $1,502,583,  et  enfin  PEspagne  et  I'ltalic. 
Les  exportations  de  la  Colombie  en  Europe  representaient  une 
valeur    de    $7,286,659,    et    celles    expediees    ^ux    Etats-Unis 
$2,357,739,     Ces  chiffres   se  rapportent   seulement  au   port  dc 
Barranquilla.      M.   Victor  Vifquain,  Consul  des  Etats-Unis  a 
Panama,  dans  un  rapport  en  date  du  13  septembre   1896,  public 
dans  les  Relations  Commercials  des  Etats-Unis,  1 895-96,  dit  que 
la  valeur  des  importations  dans  le   district  de    Panama,  autant 
qu'il  peut  juger  d'apres  les  donnees  insufRsantes  qu'il  a  sous  la 
main,  est  d'environ  $2,250,000  par  an,  aux  ports  de   Panama,  de 
Colon  et  de  Bocas  del  Toro.     Les  importations  consistent  prcsquc 
entierement  en  produits  fabriques.     On  importe  des  Etats-Unis 
toute  la  farine  et  tout  le  bois  de  charpente.     Les  Etats-Unis  tien- 
nent  le  premier  rang  dans  la  liste  des  nations  qui  exportent  a 
I'Isthme;    viennent    ensuite   dans  Tordre    ci-apres:    PAnglctcrre, 
TAUemagne,  la  France,  la  Chine,  le  Japon,  Tltalie  et  TEspagne. 
Dans  un  rapport  supplementaire  en  date  du  4  decembre  1896, 1^ 
meme  Consul  envoie  plusieurs  etats  statistiques  et  dit:  "L'etat 
relatif  au  Panama  montre  qu'environ  un  tiers  des  importations 
provient  des  Etats-Unis;  on  peut  en  dire  autant  pour  Colon, tan- 
dis  que   Bocas  del  Toro  re^oit  toutes  ses  importations  des  Etats- 
Unis.     Ce  dernier  port  envoie,  pour  ainsi  dire,  tous  ses  produits 
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Etats-Unis;  Colon  y  expedie  presque  les  trois-cinquiemes 
anama  la  moitie  de  ses  exportations." 

•n  ne  peut  calculer  les  ressources  interieures  du  Venezuela,  et 
Dsition  geographique  qui  le  place  au  centre  de  la  partie  sep- 
•ionale  de  I'Amerique  du  Sud,  le  rend  susceptible  d'une  maniere 
e  speciale  d'entretenir  des  relations  commerciales  plus  etroites 
;  les  Etats-Unis.  Ses  cotes  tres  etendues,  ainsi  que  tous  ses 
5  faisant  le  commerce  exterieur,  sont  baignes  par  la  Mer  des 
illes.  Le  port  principal  de  la  Republique  est  La  Guaira  qui 
ede  un  magnifique  brise-lames  auquel  on  amorre  les  navires. 

ports  de  Puerto  Cabello,  Maracaibo,  Carupano,  Cumana, 
.nta,  sont  tous  situes  sur  le  lac  Maracaibo,  par  lequel  se  fait  le 
merce  de  transit  de  Tinterieur  de  la  Colombie.  La  Vela  de 
3  et  Ciudad  Bolivar  sont  situes  sur  TOrenoque,  le  plus  grand 
/c  du  Venezuela  et  le  second  comme  importance  dans  TAme- 
e  du  Sud.  Ce  fleuve  est  navigable  sur  une  distance  de  plu- 
rs  milles  et  communique  avec  P  Amazone.  La  Red  D  Line  est 
ule  ligne  nord-americaine  engagee  dans  le  commerce  entre  New 
k  et  les  ports  de  TAmerique  du  Sud;  ses  vapeurs  partent  tous 
lix  jours  de  New  York  pour  La  Guaira  et  Puerto  Cabello,  et 

escale  a  Cura9ao.  Ces  navires  serventau  transport  des  voya- 
rs  et  des  marchandises  aux  ports  precites,  ou  ils  font  le  trans- 
lement  pour  Maracaibo  et  Coro.  Un  des  vapeurs  de  cette 
e  fait  le  voyage  direct  une  fois  par  mois,  de  New  York  a 
racaibo  etCoro.     La  ligne  Transatlantique  Espagnole,  partant 

fois  par  mois  de  New  York,  fait  escale  a  Tile  de  Cuba  et 
tinue  son  voyage  pour  Puerto  Cabello  et  La  Guaira.  La  ligne 
andaise  qui  touche  aussi  aux  diflerents  ports  des  Antilles,  va 
lite  a  La  Guiria,  a  Puerto  Cabello,  a  Carupano,  a  Cumana  et 
ruanto  et  transporte  des  marchandises  pour  Ciudad  Bolivar, 
io  Colorado  et  Guaira  qui  sont  reexpediees  a  la  Trinite.  Les 
es  lignes  de  vapeurs  qui  touchent  aux  ports  du  Venezuela  sont 
es  de  la  Compagnie  Fran9aise  Transatlantique;  de  la  Hamburg 
crican;  de  PEspagnola  Transatlantique;  de  la  Royal  Mail  et 
a  Veloce.  Les  lignes  West  India  and  Pacific,  Harrison  et 
ice,apres  avoir  fait  escale  a  la  Barbade,  a  la  Trinite,  a  La  Guaira 

Puerto  Cabello,  s'arretant  a  Cura9ao,  aux  ports  colombiens, 
u  retour  touchant  sou  vent  a  la  Nouvelle  Orleans. 
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Les  conditions  topographiques  du   Venezuela  ont  retarde 

developpement  de  ses  moyens  de  communication  avec  Tinteriei 

Comme  tous  les  pays  traverses  par  les  Andes,  les  obstacles  a  su_ 
monter  dans  le  developpement  du  commerce  interieur  sont  enorm.  ^ 
Le    manque  de  bras  et  de  capitaux  d'un  cote,  et  de    Tautre 
richesse  naturelle  des  contrees  situees  dans  la  zone  torride,  1^^ 
fertilite,   leurs  superficies  immenses  encore  non  cultivees  et  cj  < 
sont  couvertes  de  forets  de  vegetation  exuberante,  contribueror 
principalement  au  progres  lent  jusqu'a  Paugmentation  de  la  po 
pulation,  entrainant  des  besoins  jusqu'ici  inconnus.     Malgre  ce5 
conditions,  qui  sont  ressenties  dans  presque  toute  TAmerique  du 
Sud,  le  Venezuela  a  actuellement  en  exploitation  les  chemins  de 
fer  suivants :   La  ligne  allant  de  La  Guaira  a  Caracas,  un  des  plus 
importants  travaux  d'art  qui  ait  jamais  ete  accompli  dans  I'Ame- 
rique  Espagnole;  cette  ligne  relie  la  capitale  au  principal  portdc 
la  Republique ;  la  ligne  "  Gran  Ferrocarril  de  Venezuela,"  partant 
de    la  capitale  et  traversant  les  riches  vallees  d'Aragua,  finit  a 
Valencia,  capitale  de  TEtat  de  Carabobo,  ou  elle  se  relie  au  chemin 
de  fer  allant  de  Valencia  a  Puerto  Cabello  qui  est  mis  en  com- 
munication avec  ce  port.     Le  chemin  de  fer  Central  du  Venezuela 
qui  part  aussi  de  Caracas,  et  qui  va  vers  Test,  aboutit  definitive- 
ment  aux  riches  centres  de  production  de   Santa  Lucia;  [aligns 
allant  de  Caracas  a  Valla;  le  chemin  de  fer   Bolivar,  allant  de 
Tucacas  a  Barquisimeto,  et  qui,  au  moyen  de  petits  vapeurs,  se  relica 
Tucacas,  avec  Puerto  Cabello;  la  ligne  de   Barquisimeto  pour- 
suivant  une  direction  sud-ouest;  la  ligne  de  Ceiba  a  V'alera;  celle 
d'Encontrados  a  Fria;  celles  de  Carenero  a  San  Jose,  de  Quanta 
a    Barcelona,  de   Maiquetia   a    Macuto  et  plusieurs  autres  lign^s 
projetees.     II  y  a  en  plus  beaucoup  de  routes  carossables  et  des 
sentiers  a  mulcts. 

L'agriculture  et  I'elevage  constituent  la  principale  richesse  du 
Venezuela.  La  diversite  du  climat,  la  fertilite  du  sol,  arrose  par 
des  rivieres  innombrables,  ses  immenses  plaines  constammfnt 
couvertes  de  paturages  abondants,  n'attendent  pour  produire  k^ 
resultats  les  plus  satisfaisants  que  Timpulsion  du  capital  et  du 
travail.  Les  principaux  produits  agricoles  sont  le  cafe,  le  cacao, 
les  feves  tonkas,  le  caoutchouc,  le  sucre,  le  tabac,  Tindigo  et  tous 
les  produits  de  la  zone  tropicale.  Ses  ressources  en  betail  sonttres 
grandes,  et  c'est  seulement  le  manque  de  bons  moyens  de  comm"' 
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nications  avec  I'interieur  du  pays  qui  a  retarde  son  developpe- 
ment.  Malgre  ceci,  le  Venezuela  fournit  le  betail  sur  pied  aux 
Antilles  situees  le  plus  pres  de  ses  cotes  et  aux  Guyanes.  L'Ho- 
norable  Francis  B.  Loomis,  Ministre  des  Etats-Unis  a  Caracas, 
dans  un  rapport  en  date  du  19  novembre  1897,  addresse  au 
Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangeres,  dit:  "L'elevage  du  betail  au 
Venezuela  est  une  industrie  qui  peut  devenir  importante  a  un  cer- 
tain moment  pour  porter  atteinte  au  commerce  de  betail  ameri- 
cain.  *  *  *  Cette  industrie  n'est  encore  que  dans  I'enfance 
ici,  mais  tout  donne  lieu  de  croire  qu'elle  est  susceptible  d'un 
developpement  enorme.  Les  terres  pouvant  foumir  de  bons 
paturages  sont  d'une  vaste  etendue." 

II  y  a  dans  le  pays  226  mines  produisant  42  differentes  especes 
de  metaux,  dont  les  principaux  sont  Por,  le  cuivre,  Tasphalte,  le 
petrole,  Turao,  le  marbre,  le  sel,  etc. 

Le  principal  article  d'exportation  du  Venezuela  est  le  cafe,  dont 
on  consomme  une  grande  quantite  aux  Etats-Unis,  ou  il  est  connu 
sous  les  noms  de  "  Caracas."  et  de  "  Maraca'ibo "     Les  cafes  con- 
nus  sous  le  nom  de  "  Caracas "  comprennent  tous  ceux  qui  pro- 
viennent  du  centre  du  pays  et  sont  exportes  par   les  ports  de  La 
Guaira,  de  Puerto  Cabello  et  de  Cumana,  et  les  cafes  connus  sous 
le  nom  de  '*  Maraca'ibo "  comprennent  ceux  qui  proviennent  de 
Zulia  et  de   Los  Andes,  de  Trujillo,  de   Merida,  de  Tovar,  de 
Bocono,  de  San  Cristobal,  etc.     Les  exportations  de  cafe  du  Vene- 
zuela aux    Etats-Unis,  principalement  celles   provenant  de    La 
Guaira  et  de  Puerto  Cabello,  qui  en  1888  se  sont  eleVees  a  242,890 
sacs,  ont  diminue  en   1893  ^  3^7^^  ^^^^  ^  cause  de  I'absence  de 
traites  de  reciprocite  depuis  1892  a  1894.     Lorsqu'on  a  abroge  les 
represailles  de  1894,  Timportation  de  ces  cafes  a  augmente  imme- 
diatement.     Des  importations  de  cafe  de  Maraca'ibo,  qui  baisserent 
considerablement  pendant  cette  periode,  commencent  a  augmenter 
peu  a  peu.     Presque  toute  la  recolte  de  cette  region  vient  sur  ce 
rnarche. 

Le  cacao  du  Venezuela  trouve  aussi  une  vente  facile  aux  Etats- 
^nis,  oil  il  est  connu,  de  meme  que  le  cafe,  sous  les  noms  de 
*'*' Caracas"  et  de  "Maraca'ibo,"  le  premier  nom  comprenant  le 
Cacao  provenant  de  Rio  Caribe,  de  Guiria,  de  Carupano,  de  Rio 
Chico,  de  Higuerote,  et  d'autres  endroits  sur  la  cote  de  Test; 
I'autre  qualite  provient  des  etats  de  Zulia  et  de  Los  Andes.     On 
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exporte  les  peaux  et  les  cuirs,  le  caoutchouc  et  les  feves  tonkas, 
les  bois  de  teintures  et  d'autres  produits.  D'apres  la  nature  des 
exportations,  on  verra  que  les  importations  du  Venezuela  com- 
prennent  toutes  sortes  de  produits  de  I'industrie  manufacturierc, 
qu'il  fait  venir  de  TEurope  et  des  Etats-Unis;  les  principales 
importations  de  ce  dernier  pays  sont :  La  ferine  de  ble,  le  lard,  Ic 
beurre,  I'huile  de  petrole,  les  epiceries  de  toutes  sortes,  les  huilcs 
et  couleurs,  le  fil  de  fer  barde,  les  cordages,  les  armes  a  feu,  Ic 
ciment  romain,  les  drogues  et  parfumeries,  la  quincaillerie,  Ic 
papier  et  les  materiaux  pour  Timprimerie,  les  machines  a  coudre, 
le  bois  de  charpente,  le  tabac  coupe  pour  cigarettes,  les  machines, 
la  verrerie,  les  lampes  et  les  tissus.  Les  principales  importations 
de  cette  derniere  classe  de  marchandises  proviennent  de  TAnglc- 
terre  et  de  la  France,  bien  qu'il  soit  reconnu  que  ces  produits  dc 
rindustrie  manufacturiere  aux  Etats-Unis  peuvent  faire  con- 
currence avec  ceux  de  T Europe  en  qualite,  sinon  en  bas  marche. 

Les  exportations  partant  de  New  York  pour  le  Venezuela 
pendant  Tannee  finissant  le  31  decembre  1897,  d'apres  les 
donnees  fournies  au  Bureau  des  Republiques  Americaincs  par  le 
Senor  Don  Antonio  E.  Delfino,  consul  general  du  Venezuela  dans 
ce  port,  se  sont  elevees  a  $3,183,016.86  en  monnaie  des  Etats- 
Unis,  et  en  deduisant  de  cette  somme  $91,351.76  pour  Tor 
monnaye,  il  reste  un  total  net  de  $3,091,665.19 — valeur  des  mar- 
chandises exportees.  D*apres  les  statistiques  du  Tresor  des  Etats- 
Unis,  le  commerce  du  Venezuela  avec  ce  pays,  pendant  Tannee 
fiscale  de  1896,  a  atteint  les  chifFres  suivants:  Importations  prove- 
nant  du  Venezuela,  $9,649,911;  exportations  a  destination  Ju 
Venezuela,  $3,838,746.  En  1893  les  importations  du  Venezuela 
etaient  comme  suit:  Des  Etats-Unis,  $4,207,661 ;  de  la  France, 
$2,335,300;  de  la  Grande  Bretagne,  $4,553,287,  et  d'Allemagne, 
environ  $2,000,000. 

Le  territoire  de  la  Guyane  dans  PAmerique  du  Sud  sc  compose 
des  possessions  anglaise,  hoUandaise  et  fran9aise.  Leurs  princi- 
pales villes  sont,  Georgetown  ou  Demerara,  capitale  de  la  Guyane 
anglaise,  avec  un  bon  port;  Paramaibo,  sur  la  riviere  Surinam, 
capitale  de  la  Guyane  hollandaise,  et  Cayenne,  capitale  de  la 
Guyane  fran9aise,  sur  TOccan  Atlantique. 

Les  ressources  naturelles  de  ces  colonies  sont  identiques;  ellcs 
produisent  toutes,  la  canne  a  sucre,  la  plus  importante  des  produc- 
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ns,  lie  cafe,  le  cacao,  le  riz,  les  bananes,  les  bois  de  construc- 
n,  d'ebenisterie  et  I'or.  Voici,  d'apres  les  rapports  ofRciels,  le 
Timerce  exterieur  de  la  Guyane  anglaise;  environ  la  moitie  des 
portations  de  la  colonie  provient  de  PAngleterre;  un  cinquieme, 
>  Etats-Unis,  et  le  reste  se  repartit  entre  les  autres  nations.  Les 
ncipales  exportations  de  la  colonie  sont  le  Sucre,  le  rhum,  la 
:lasse.  Tor  et  le  bois  de  charpente.  La  plus  grande  partie  du 
:re  vient  aux  Etats-Unis.  En  i895-<)6  on  a  evalue  le  sucre 
pedie  dans  ce  dernier  pays  a  $3,150,129,  contre  $1,685,302 
ur  I'Angleterre.  Les  principaux  produits  qu'on  importe  des 
ats-Unis  sont  les  denrees  alimentaires  et  les  provisions  de 
ache  de  toutes  sortes,  tandis  que  les  importations  provenant 
Vngleterre  sont  les  machines,  les  cotonnades,  etc. 
Au  sujet  des  importations  anglaises,  M.  Patterson,  consul  des 
ats-Unis,  dans  un  rapport  public  dans  le  Tome  I  des  Relations 
►mmerciales  des  Etats-Unis,  1895-1896,  dit:  "Cette  colonie 
nt  tout  a  fait  anglaise,  et  les  habitants  etant  habitues  aux  tissus, 
K  nouveautes,  aux  chaussures  et  bottines  anglaises,  la  plupart  ne 
inait  meme  pas  les  articles  americains.  J'ai  rencontre  beaucoup 
Anglais  qui  preferent  quelques-unes  des  marchandises  ameri- 
nes,  mais  qui  ne  peuvent  pas  les  obtenir.  Une  des  raisons 
\ir  ^importation  d'Angleterre  de  presque  tous  les  tissus,  les 
lussures  et  bottines,  se  trouve  dans  le  fait  que  toutes  les  maisons 
uportation  ont  leurs  agents  a  Londres.  Leur  credit  y  est 
bli,  et  a  moins  d'y  etre  forces  ils  continueront  a  faire  Timporta- 
n  de  Londres.  J'ai  eu  des  conversations  avec  difFerentes  per- 
ines  sur  ce  sujet,  et  j'ai  trouve  que  Pon  croit  que  I'Angleterre 
id  a  meilleur  marche  que  les  Etats-Unis." 
La  Guyane  anglaise  maintient  des  communications  regulieres 
•  bateaux  a  vapeur  avec  I'Europe  et  avec  les  Etats-Unis  au 
>yen  des  vapeurs  de  la  Royal  Dutch  Mail  toutes  les  trois 
naincs;  la  ligne  Armstrong  qui  envoie  un  ou  deux  vapeurs 
IS  les  mois  a  New  York,  et  la  ligne  "Quebec"  qui  fait  le  ser- 
e  bi-mensuel.  Les  tarifs  de  fret  aux  Etats-Unis  sont  moderes  et 
trajet  se  fait  en  dix  jours  environ. 

Dans  la  Guyane  hollandaise,  dont  le  commerce  a  soufFert  pen- 
it  ces  dernieres  annees  par  suite  de  la  baisse  des  prix  du  cacao, 
cafe  et  de  la  diminution  de  la  production  de  I'or,  on  vient 
tablir    une    nouvelle   Industrie — Sexploitation   de    la  seve   de 
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balata  qui  remplace  le  caoutchouc.  Presque  la  totalite  de  cc 
produit  est  expedie  aux  Etats-Unis.  Les  principales  exporta- 
tions  de  la  colonie  sont  Particle  mentionne  ci-dessus,  le  cacao,  Ic 
cafe,  Tor,  les  cuirs,  les  noix  de  coco,  le  Sucre  et  les  bois;  les  im- 
portations sont  les  epiceries  et  les  provisions  de  toutes  sortes,  la 
quincaillerie,  les  tissus,  Thuile  de  petrole  et  les  planches  de  pia 
La  Guyane  hoUandaise  importe  des  Etats-Unis  les  epiceries  et  les 
provisions,  les  farines,  Thuile  de  petrole,  les  planches  de  pin  et  un 
peu  de  quincaillerie.  Tous  les  autres  produits  consommes  dans  la 
colonie  viennent  de  TAngleterre  et  de  la  Hollande.  La  valeur 
totale  des  exportations  de  la  colonie  aux  Etats-Unis  pour  Tannec 
fiscale  se  terminant  le  30  juin  1896  a  ete  estimee  a  $957,247 
contre  $361,657,  valeur  de  ses  importations  provenant  du  dcmier 
pays  d'apres  les  statistiques  officielles  du  Tresor  des  Etats-Unis. 
Les  communications  avec  notre  pays  se  font  au  moyen  de  bateaux 
de  la  Royal  West  India  Mail. 

La  Guyane  Fran9aise  possede  de  riches  mines  d'or  en  exploita- 
tion. On  y  cultive  le  cafe,  la  balata,  le  cacao,  et  la  canne  a  sucre. 
Ce  pays  produit  aussi  les  bois  de  construction  et  d'ebenisterie  et  les 
plantes  medicinales.  Les  importations  des  Etats-Unis  sont  seu- 
lement  les  bles,  les  epiceries,  et  les  provisions  de  toutes  sortes; 
toutes  les  autres  importations  viennent  de  I'Europe.  II  nV  a  pas 
de  lignes  de  communication  regulieres  et  directes  avec  les  Etats- 
Unis.  Notre  consul,  M.  Wacogne,  en  parlant  du  commerce 
des  Etats-Unis  avec  la  Guyane  Fran9aise,  dit  dans  un  rapport 
public  dans  les  Relations  Commerciales  des  Etats-Unis,  1895-96, 
que  si  les  droits  de  la  colonie  n'etaient  pas  aussi  elevcs  le  com- 
merce en  bois  de  construction  et  les  importations  amcricaines 
augmenteraient. 

II  ne  reste  maintenant  a  citer  que  Hie  hoUandaise  de  Curacao 
et  la  colonie  anglaise  de  la  Trinite  qui  occupent  toutes  les  deux 
une  position  geographique  exceptionnelle,  et  possedent  d'exccllents 
ports.  Ces  iles  s'etendent  a  peu  de  distance  des  cotes  du  Vene- 
zuela et  servent  de  point  de  distribution  aux  marchandises  a  desti- 
nation de  cette  republique  et  de  la  Colombie.  Presque  tous  les 
navires  destines  a  ces  deux  contrees  font  escale  a  Cura9ao.  Les 
seuls  produits  d*exportation  de  Cura9ao  sont  le  dividivi,  les  cuirs 
et  peaux,  la  laine  d'une  qualite  mediocre,  les  phosphates  et  le 
sel.     Ses  importations  comorennent  oresque  tous  les  produits  de 
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consommation  locale,  les  provisions  proviennent  presque  entiere- 
ment  des  Etats-Unis.  A  I'exception  de  quelques  marchandises, 
presque  toutes  les  importations  a  Cura9ao  sont  expedites  de  Panama 
a  rOrenoque,  aux  cotes  de  Venezuela  et  de  la  Colombie.  M. 
Jarvis  Spencer,  consul  des  Etats-Unis,  dit  dans  un  rapport  en 
date  du  9  fevrier  1897:  "Je  desire  m'appuyer  sur  le  fait  que 
Cura9ao  possede  un  acces  plus  facile  a  toutes  les  parties  de  la 
Colombie  et  du  Venezuela  que  tout  autre  endroit  qui  se  trouve 
2n  dedans  ou  au  dehors  de  ces  contrees,  et  par  consequent  c'est 
ivec  cette  partie  de  I'Amerique  du  Sud  qu'il  faut  s'efForcer  d'ouvrir 
des  relations  commerciales  au  sujet  des  articles  fabriques  aux 
Etats-Unis.  Tout  ce  qui  re9oit  I'approbation  des  marchands  de 
Cura9ao  trouvera  surement  un  debouche  dans  les  contrees  preci- 
:ees  et  augmentera  favorablement,  car  ses  marchands  sont  entiere- 
nent  au  courant  des  exigences  de  leur  clientele." 

La  colonie  anglaise  de  la  Trinite  comprend  les  ties  de  ce  nom 
:t  celle  de  Tabago.  Situee  a  quelques  milles  du  delta  de  TOre- 
loque  s'etend  Hie  de  la  Trinite,  la  clef  de  cette  grande  artere 
duviale  du  Venezuela.  Ici,  de  meme  qu'a  Cura9ao,  arrivent  les 
irticles  en  transit  pour  le  Venezuela.  Port  d'Espagne,  la  ville 
5rincipale  et  le  port  de  Hie,  possede  un  ancrage  qu'on  considere  le 
neilleur  des  Antilles  et  ou  font  escale  beaucoup  de  navires  en  route 
30ur  I'Amerique  du  Centre  et  du  Sud.  On  maintient  des  com- 
nunications  entre  New  York  et  Port  d'Espagne  au  moyen  des 
k^apeurs  de  la  ligne  Trinidad  et  de  la  Royal  Dutch  Mail.  II  y  a 
ies  lignes  de  vapeurs  entre  Ciudad  Bolivar  (Venezuela)  et  Port 
i'Espagne  qui  font  le  commerce  sur  TOrenoque. 

Les  productions  principales  de  Hie  sont  le  cacao,  de  renommee 
iniverselle,  le  cafe  (en  petite  quantite),  le  Sucre,  Tasphalte,  les 
loix  de  coco  et  les  bananes.  Voici,  d'apres  les  statistiques  anglaises 
)fficielles,  son  commerce  d'exportation  en  1896:  Importations 
^2,188,189,  exportations  ^2,165,820.  La  colonie  a  importe  de 
lirande  Bretagne  une  valeur  de  ^978,565,  et  des  Etats-Unis  une 
^aleur  de  ;^458,440,  contre  ^943,888  et  ;^669,950  d'exportations 
lux  deux  pays  respective ment.  Le  reste  du  commerce  d'exportation 
*t  d'importation  s'est  fait  avec  la  France,  le  Venezuela  et  les  autres 
/Antilles.  Par  suite  de  la  richesse  naturelle  de  ces  contrees  et 
I'absence  de  moyens  pour  leur  developpement,  le  manque  d*indus- 
tries  et  de  moyens  interieurs  de  communication,  le  grand  besoin  de 
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travailleurs  et  de  capital  d'un  cote,  et  de  I'autre,  I'esprit  d'entreprise 
americain,  les  ressources  que  possedent  les  Etats-Unis,  et  leurs 
immenses  industries  qui  peuvent  satisfaire  a  toutes  les  demandes  de 
PAmerique  Espagnole,  il  semble  tout  naturel  que  les  Etats-Unis, 
d'apres  leur  position geographique, doivent  etre  lesmaitres  du  com- 
merce exterieur  de  I'Amerique  latine.     Toutefois,  tandis  que  lej 
Etats-Unis  s'occupaient  exclusivement  de  leur  propre  developpe^ 
ment,  1' Angleterre,  T  Allemagne  et  la  France  s'exer9aient  assidumer^ 
a  chercher  des  debouches  pour  Pexces  des  produits  de  leur  Industrie 
Dans  PAmerique  Espagnole,  ils  s'adonnerent  a  Tetude  des  gou' 
et  des  necessites  de  ces  pays  ainsi  que  des  moyens  d'y  etablir  ^e 
commerce  rendu  plus  lucratif  encore  par  I'absence  de  concurrenti-s. 

Le  moment  arriva  ou  les  Etats-Unis  desirerent  prendre  part  a 
ces  benefices  et  ces  derniers  se  mirent  a  Toeuvre,  non  pas  toutet»  is 
en  employant  le  systeme  suivi  par  leurs  rivaux,  mais  celui  q  ^mai 
avait  reussi  chez  eux.  Depuis  lors,  on  a  fait  des  efforts  plus  cz^o 
moins  suivis  pour  arriver  a  un  bon  resultat,  mais  tous  ces  effoK^ts 
ont  etc  inutiles;  on  ne  peut  pas,  il  est  vrai,  changer  a  volonte  I  ^s 
courants  du  commerce;  il  faut  pour  s'en  emparer,  des  efforts  c(^-tt- 
sciencieux  et  serieux.  Avant  tout,  il  faut  que  nous  fassions  prev^  a- 
loir  d'une  maniere  pratique  et  digne  de  foi  Texcellence  de  n-^^>s 
produits  et  leurs  avantages.  II  est  done  necessaire  d'etablir  d  ^^^ 
moyens  de  communication  entre  le  producteur  et  le  consomrr^i*' 
teur;  d'etudier  les  gouts,  les  besoins,  les  coutumes,  les  moyens  ^ 
la  disposition  du  consommateur,  afin  de  faire  face  aux  necessici:  ^^^ 
qui  existent. 

Rien  ne  parle  plus  eloquemment  en  faveur  des  produits  cB-^^ 
Etats-Unis  comme   les    imitations   europeennes  qui   se  vendc  Tit 
sous   le    nom    de    produits    des    Etats-Unis   dans   I'Ameriq^J^ 
Espagnole.     Les  manufacturiers  n'ignorent  pas  ce  fait;  toutefc^i^ 
ils  ne  semblent  pas  se  rendre  compte  de  toute  son  importanc^f- 
Ils  ne  semblent  pas  non  plus  avoir  etudie  un  systeme  de  crec3»f 
qui  puisse  faire  concurrence  a  celui  que  TEurope  leur  accorde     ^^ 
qui  constitue  la  base  de  leur  prosperite  commerciale  dans  rAir"*-^' 
rique  Espagnole,  car  il  faut  se  rappeler  que  les  paiements  se  fc^^^ 
apres  la  rentree  des  recoltes,  ces  recoltes  etant  la  seule  source  <J^ 
revenu  de  ces  pays,  et  il  y  a  peu  de  commer9ants  qui  acheten't  a 
courte  echeance  pour  vendre  avec  un   systeme  de    paiement  a 
longue  date.     Le  producteur  et  I'acheteur  doivent  se  baser  sur 
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les  necessites  du  consommateur.  Autrement,  il  n'est  pas  possible 
que  le  commerce  soit  prospere. 

Que  les  Americains  etudient  done  sur  place,  comme  le  font  les 
Europeens,  les  usages  commerciaux,  les  besoins  particuliers,  les 
coutumes  du  consommateur.  Qu'ils  etablissent  des  lignes  ameri- 
caines  de  vapeurs  pour  faire  le  service  entre  les  Etats-Unis  et 
PAmerique  Espagnole;  qu'ils  construisent  des  chemins  de  fer 
americains  la  011  il  existe  maintenant  des  lignes  fran9aises,  anglaises 
ou  allemandes;  qu'ils  etablissent  des  maisons  americaines  pour 
faire  concurrence  aux  maisons  allemandes,  fran9aises  et  anglaises,  et 
les  produits  americains,  sans  autre  effort  que  leur  introduction  sur 
le  marche,  occuperont  la  place  a  laquelle  ils  ont  droit  en  raison  de 
leur  qualite,  car  on  a  deja  prouve  qu'a  de  tres  rares  exceptions 
pres,  les  produits  des  Etats-Unis  font  et  peuvent  continuer  a  faire 
concurrence  a  ceux  de  T Europe. 

La  mesure  qui  vient  d'etre  poursuivie,  prise  en  faveur  du  com- 
merce americain  par  TAssociation  Nationale  des  Manufacturiers 
des  Etats-Unis  d'Amerique  pour  I'etablissement  d'une  exposition 
permanente  a  Caracas,  capitale  du  Venezuela,  merite  la  plus  grande 
louange,  car  c'est  la  premiere  pierre  du  batiment  que  tout  le  Con- 
tinent elevera  au  commerce  des  Americains  avec  les  Americains. 
Des  enterprises  d'un  caractere  semblable,  etablies  dans  les  autres 
pays,  accompagnees  de  Petude  des  exigences  particulieres  de 
chacun  de  ces  pays,  doivent  former  la  base  de  la  prosperite  com- 
mercial des  Etats-Unis  qui,  comme  on  Pa  deja  dit,  ce  qui,  du 
reste,  est  bien  connu,  produisent  ou  peuvent  produire  tout  ce  qui  se 
consomme  dans  PAmerique  du  Sud. 


L'EXPOSITION   TRANS-MISSISSIPPIENNE  ET  • 

INTERNATIONALE. 

La  date  de  Pinauguration  de  la  grande  exposition  industrielle, 
agricole  et  artistique  qui  aura  lieu  dans  la  ville  d'Omaha,  Etat  de 
Nebraska,  est  fixee  au  1^^  juin  prochain  et  durera  cinq  mois. 
Tout  semble    indiquer  que  PExposition    Trans-Mississippienne 
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sera,  sous  beaucoup  de  rapports,  une  des  plus  notables  qui  ait  cu 
lieu  aux  Etats-Unis  et  qu'elle  sera  feconde  en  bons  resultats.  II 
n'en  peut  etre  autrement,  car  on  y  trouvera  Texposition  speciale 
des  ressources  et  produits  de  cette  region  merveilleuse,  connuc  sous 
le  nom  de  I'Ouest,  et  dont  le  progres  et  le  developpement  pen- 
dant ces  dernieres  annees  ont  etonne  tout  a  la  fois  les  indigenes  ct 
les  etrangers.  En  efFet,  dans  les  annales  du  monde  on  ne  trouve 
aucun  exemple  d'une  croissance  comparable  a  celle  de  ces  Etats 
de  1* Union  Americaine,  qui  constituent  la  vaste  region  au  dela  du 
Mississippi,  et  embrassent  une  superficie  de  plus  de  2,500,000 
milles  Carres  avec  une  population  de  presque  20,000,000  d'habi- 
tants.  C*  est  la  ou  se  trouve  le  grenier  d'abondance  de  rAmeriquc, 
la  region  agricole  et  minerale  par  excellence,  oii  il  existe  de 
grandes  forets  produisant  d'excellents  bois  de  construction,  et  les 
vastes  prairies  ou  paissent  des  troupeaux  innomorables  qui  con- 
stituent en  eux-memes  une  des  plus  grandes  sources  intarissablcs 
de  la  richesse  nationale.  Mais,  par  dessus  tout,  c'est  dans  cette 
region  merveilleuse  de  I'Ouest  que  Ton  a  eleve  dans  I'intervalle 
d*une  seule  generation,  de  belles  et  grandes  villes  qui  figurent  au 
premier  rang  parmi  les  centres  industriels,  artistiques  et  commer- 
ciaux  de  la  contree,  et  qui  donnent  une  veritable  idee  de  la  culture 
nationale. 

Les  ressources  illimitees  de  la  grande  region  de  Touest  seront 
maintenant  exposees  peut-etre  pour  la  premiere  fois,  et  c'est 
justement  ce  qui  donnera  a  TExposition  Trans^Mississippicnne  un 
caractere  special  qui  lui  donne  droit  a  Petude  serieuse  de  tous 
ceux  qui  s'interessent  au  progres  de  PAmerique. 

Comme  on  pouvait  s'y  attendre,  le  Gouvernement  des  Etats^ 
Unis  a  pris  une  part  active  a  cette  grande  entreprise,  et  le  Congrcs 
a  vote  une  somme  de  $200,000  pour  faire  face  aux  depenses  sc 
rapportant  d'une  maniere  particuliere  a  Texposition  ofRciellc,  y 
compris  les  batiments,  le  transport,  etc. 

Tous  les  Etats  Occidentaux  et  plusieurs  des  Etats  du  Sud  ct  dc 
TEst  seront  representes  a  I'Exposition  d'Omaha;  mais  cette  expo- 
sition aura  aussi  un  caractere  international,  car  beaucoup  de  pays 
etrangers  ont  accepte  de  prendre  part  a  TExposition  d'aprcs  I'invi- 
tation  qui  leur  en  a  ete  faite  par  le  Ministre  des  Aflfaires  Etran- 
geres,  representant  le  Gouvernement  des  Etats-Unis.  L'Exposi- 
tion  d'Omaha  ofFre  un  interet  particulier  aux  nations  de'Ameriquc 
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^atine  qui,  desireuses  comme  elles  le  sont  toutes,  d'augmenter 
iurs  relations  commerciales  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  ne  peuvent 
lanquer  de  voir  dans  cet  evenement  une  occasion  des  plus  favo- 
ibles  pour  faire  connaitre  leurs  produits  encore  plus  qu'ils  ne  le 
)nt  aujourd'hui  sur  les  marches  de  ce  pays,  et  de  venir  et  d'ob- 
^rver  de  pres  I'avancement  industriel  de  cette  grande  nation.  Le 
^mmerce  de  la  plupart  des  Republiques  Latines  Americaines, 
3mme  on  le  sait  bien,  s'est  fait  pendant  plusieurs  annees,  princi- 
alement  avec  TEurope,  quoique  facile  de  voir  que  dernierement 
lies  ont  fait  un  commerce  considerable  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  et 
u'il  y  a  une  tendance  favorable  dans  I'augmentation  de  ce  com- 
lerce. 

Cependant,  il  reste  beaucoup  a  faire,  et  le  jour  viendra  ou  les 
Lmericains  du  Nord,  aussi  bien  que  ceux  du  Sud,  se  rappelleront 
/ec  surprise  le  temps  ou  leurs  transactions  commerciales  se  bor- 
aient  seulement  a  Pechange  d'une  certaine  classe  d'articles,  et  ou 
s  habitants  de  quelques-unes  des  sections  les  plus  etendues  de  ce 
jntinent  traversaient  PAtlantique  pour  aller  chercher  sur  les 
larches  de  I'Angleterre,  de  la  France,  de  TAUemagne  et  de  Tltalie 
ss  articles  manufactures  que  les  fabriques  des  Etats-Unis  pro- 
iiisent  si  bien.  II  semblera  alors  incroyable,  qu'a  la  fin  du  XI X^ 
ecle,  les  commer9ants  de  quelques  endroits  de  I'Amerique  Cen- 
ale,  par  exemple,  faisaient  venir  de  Hambourg,  en  Allemagne, 
ir  le  Cap  Horn,  ou  par  le  detroit  de  Magellan,  distance  d'au 
loins  onze  mille  milles,  des  marchandises  de  difFerentes  classes 
ii'ils  auraient  pu  obtenir  facilement  aux  Etats-Unis,  ayant  une 
stance  cinq  fois  moins  grand  a  parcourir. 

Dans  cet  avenir  qui  n'est  pas  tres  eloigne,  de  nombreux  articles 
iropeens  qui  se  trouvent  aujourd'hui  partout  dans  I'Amerique 
atine,  tels  que  les  pianos,  les  chaussures,  la  verrerie  et  les  meu- 
ies,  d'importation  fran9aise;  les  chapeaux,  les  tissus,  les  prepa- 
tions  chimiques  et  pharmaceutiques,  les  lampes  et  les  jouets  qui 
ennent  d'Allemagne;  les  toiles  de  lin,  les  cotonnades  et  les 
inages,  la  coutellerie,  les  articles  en  cuir,  la  papeterie  et  la  quin- 
lillerie  de  provenance  anglaise  seront  regardes  comme  de  verita- 
es  curiosites.  II  est  difficile  de  croire  que  mcme  aujourd'hui  les 
achines  a  coudre  allemandes  soient  expedites  a  la  Republique 
I  r Uruguay,  ces  articles  etant,  en  effet,  essentiellement  des  pro- 
jctions  des  Etats-Unis.     On  exporte  des  rails  des  Etats-Unis  en 
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Europe,  ce  qui  n'est  certainement  pas  connu  dans  beaucoup  d'en- 
droits  de  rAmerique  Latine,  puisque  dans  ces  pays  presque  tout 
le  materiel  de  cheminde  fer,  y  compris  les  rails,  vient  d'Angleterre. 
Et  meme,  malgre  la  superiorite  reconnue  des  machines  fabriquces 
aux  Etats-Unis  sur  toutes  celles  des  autres  contrees,  quelques  pays 
de  PAmerique  du  Sud  achetent  encore  aujourd'hui  en  Europe  Ics 
machines  dont  ils  ont  besoin,  y  compris  les  machines  pour  la  febri- 
cation  du  sucre. 

Nous  avons  deja  dit  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  et  nous  le  repc- 
tons  maintenant,  que  les  industries  des  Etats-Unis  sont,  jusqu'a 
un  certain  point,  inconnues  dans  PAmerique  Latine,  et  par  conse- 
quent le  commerce  entre  les  nations  du  Nord  et  du  Sud  de  notrc 
continent  n'a  pas  encore  atteint  le  plein  developpement  dont  il 
jouira  plus  tard.  Les  expositions  internationales  contribuent 
puissamment  a  ce  dernier  resultat,  et  par  cela  meme  nous  considc- 
rons  comme  tres  important  Pexposition  qui  sera  ouverte  prochai- 
nement  dans  la  ville  d'Omaha. 

Le  Bureau  des  Republiques  Americaines  apprecie  Timportance 
que  cet  evenement  aura  pour  les  pays  qui  constituent  TUnion 
Internationale,  et  il  s'interesse  profondement  a  la  reussite  complete 
de  cette  entreprise.     Etant  le  centre  ofRciel  de  renseignements,  au 
point  de  vue  du  commerce,  de  la  production,  de  Tindustric,  du 
progres  materiel,  et  enfin  de  tout  ce  qui  a  trait  a  I'avancement  des 
Republiques  de  T Hemisphere  occidental,  le  Bureau  desire  que 
I'Exposition  Trans-Mississippienne  soit  reconnue  et  apprecice  dans 
toute  Tetendue  du  Continent.     Le  travail  du  Bureau  comprend 
un  grand  nombre  de  divisions  et  on  n'epargne  aucuns  efforts  pour 
satisfaire  les  desirs  de  tous  les  gouvernements  representes  dans 
cette   Union   Internationale.       Par  I'intermediaire   du    Bulletin 
Mensuel,  les  interets    industriels  et  commerciaux  re9oivent  des 
informations  utiles  qui  ont  trait  aux  occasions  qu'offrent  au  com- 
merce les  contrees  de  I'Amerique  du  Sud,  en  meme  temps  que 
ces  dernieres  contrees  re9oiverit  les  informations  les  plus  reccntes 
relatives  aux  marches  des  Etats-Unis. 

Comme  une  despreuves  les  plus  eloquentes  des  efforts  constants 
et  assidus  que  fait  le  Bureau  des  Republiques  Americaines  pour 
encourager  le  commerce  entre  toutes  les  contrees  de  TAmerique, 
on  peut  mentionner  PAnnuaire  du  Commerce,  dont  le  second 
volume  doit  paraitre  prochainement.     Dans  cet  ouvrage,  qui  meritc 
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:re  considere  comme  unique  en  son  genre,  on  trouve  reunie 
grande  quantite  d'informations  importantes,  pour  ne  pas 
essaires,  sur  le  commerce  americain  que  dans  toutes  les 
iblications  semblables  qui  circulent  dans  le  monde  entier. 
livre  de  reference,  1' Annuaire  ne  peut  pas  etre  surpasse,  et 
pas  de  Texageration  d'aifirmer  qu'en  se  fiant  a  cet  ouvrage, 
mer9ants  de  TAmerique  du  Nord  et  du  Sud  peuvent 
mieux  connaitre  les  ressources  de  leurs  contrees  respectives 
ant  de  nombreux  ouvrages  sur  le  meme  sujet. 
avons  dit  de  quelle  maniere  imparfaite  on  connait,  dans 
[ue  Latine,  les  productions  de  Pindustrie  des  Etats-Unis. 
irons  maintenant  quelques  mots  sur  Pignorance  dans 
se  trouvent  les  Americains  du  Nord  en  ce  qui  concerne 
ees  de  I'Amerique  Latine  et  leurs  ressources.  II  y  a  quel- 
lees  les  commer9ants  ne  tenaient  pas  du  tout  a  faire  le 
:e  avec  les  pays  de  ce  continent,  sauf  avec  le  Mexique 
;tre  avec  un  ou  deux  autres  pays,  et  c'est  a  cela  que  Pon 
tblissement  par  PEurope  d'un  monopole  commercial  dans 
[ue  du  Centre  et  du  Sud.  On  a  donne  beaucoup  dz 
»our  expliquer  cette  indifference  commerciale  de  la  part 
s-Unis,  comparativement  aux  autres  pays  du  nouveau 
;t  une  d'entre  elles,  sans  doute  la  cause  principale,  a  ete  le 
immerce  qui  se  fait  entre  les  differents  etats  de  P Union, 
>  toutes  les  manufactures  de  cette  contree  suffisent  a  peine, 
mt,  plus  tard  lorsque  la  production  industrielle  surpassa 
.ndes,  il  devint  necessaire  de  chercher  des  consommateurs 
>,  et  naturellement  on  a  pense  a  PAmerique  Latine  et  on 
*nce  Petude  de  ses  marches.  Alors,  pour  la  premiere  fois, 
ipris  que  ce  pays  avait  abandonne  a  la  speculation  euro- 
tin  champ  etendu  d'actions,  ou  le  genie  et  Pactivite  du 
mericain  auraient  pu  pendant  de  longues  annees  rccolter 
tages  inestimables. 

I  verite,  lorsqu'on  considers  la  richesse  que  renferme 
mense  region  qui  s'etend  depuis  le  Mexique  jusqu'au 
est  veritablement  surprenant  qu'elle  n'ait  pas,  des  le  com- 
ent,  reclame  Pattention  de  la  Grande  Republique,  comme 
Pesprit  entreprenant  d'une  race  essentiellement  cnergique. 
)  d'oeil  jete  sur  la  carte  de  PAmerique  sufFira  pour  montrer 
3nt  aujourd'hui  les  nations  americaines  d'origine  latine  et 
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ce  qu'elles  doivent  necessairement  devenir  prcx^hainement.  L*im- 
migration  europeenne  dans  la  Republique  Argentine  cause 
aujourd'hui  une  transformation  aussi  prodigieuse  que  celle  qui  a 
eu  lieu  aux  Etats-Unis,  et  la  ville  de  Buenos  Ayres,  riche,  peu- 
plee  et  splendide,  merite  d*ctre  appelee  le  New  York  de  TAmcrique 
du  Sud.  Quand  toute  TAmerique  du  Sud  sera  peuplee  en  pro- 
portion a  sa  superficie  territoriale,  il  y  aura  dans  ce  beau  continent 
plus  d'habitants  que  n'en  possede  TEurope.  L'Amerique  Centrale 
fait  de  grands  pas  pour  atteindre  une  position  eminente  au  point 
de  vue  commercial,  en  comparaison  avec  les  autres  grandes 
nations  de  cet  hemisphere,  et  I'immigration  qui  cherche  dcja  a 
debarquer  sur  ses  cotes  fera  de  cette  region  magnifique  une  des 
parties  les  plus  riches  du  Globe.  II  semble  presque  inutile  de 
parler  du  Mexique,  dont  le  progres  dans  ces  dernieres  annecs  iui 
donne  droit  a  se  glorifier  du  genie  de  ses  fils  et  a  recevoir  Tadmi- 
ration  du  monde  entier. 

On  reconnait  que  les  expositions  universelles  sont  de  puissants 
facteurs  dans  Tavancement  des  arts,  des  industries  et  du  commerce, 
et  par  consequent  toutes  les  grandes  nations  en  font  de  temps  en 
temps.     La  France   fait  beaucup  de  preparatifs  pour  la  grande 
Exposition  de  1 900,  la  troisieme  dans  un  intervalle  de  33  ans.    Aux 
Etats-Unis,  en  moins  de  vingt  ans,  il  y  a  eu  TExposition  Centenairc 
de  Philadelphie  en  1876,  et  ^Exposition  Universelle  de  Chicago 
en  1893.     ^^  P^^^  ^^  celles-ci,  il  y  en  a  eu  d'autres,  de  moindrc 
importance,  qui   ont   produit  quand   meme  de  grands  resultats. 
Telles  sont  les  expositions  qui  ont  eu  lieu  a  Atlanta  en  1881,  a 
la  Nouvelle  Orleans  en   1884,  a  San   Francisco,  Californic,  en 
1894,  la  seconde  exposition  d' Atlanta  en  1895,  et  celle  de  Nash- 
ville en  1897.     La  Grande  Bretagne,  depuis  une  date  tresreculec, 
s'est  rendu  compte  de  la  necessite  d^expositions  industrielles,  et  en 
1828,  il  y  en  eut  une  a  Londres,  qui  toutefois  ne  donna  pas  les 
resultats  auxquels    on    pouvait  s'attendre.     Plus  tard,  en  1845. 
^Exposition  des  Manufactures,  qui  eut  lieu  aussi  dans  la  capitate 
du  Royaume,  eut  le  plus  grand  succes. 

Quatre  ans  plus  tard  eut  lieu  ^Exposition  de  Birmingham,  et 
celle-ci  fut  la  plus  parfaite  qui  ait  eu  lieu  dans  le  pays  jusqu'^ 
cette  date;  mais  ce  ne  fut  qu'en  1851  que  I'Angleterre  offrit  au 
monde  une  des  expositions  les  plus  notables  du  siecle,  et  dont  on 
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irae  encore  un  bon  souvenir.  Les  autres  nations  europeennes  ont 
I  a  differentes  epoques  des  expositions  semblables,  en  AUemagne, 
I  Autriche,  en  Belgique,  en  Espagne,  en  Suisse,  en  Russie,  en 
alie,  en  Suede,  en  Turquie,  en  Hollande,  en  Grece,  en  Dane- 
ark  et  en  Portugal.  Parmi  les  contrees  de  L'Amerique  Latine 
li  ont  suivi  cet  exemple,  nous  pouvons  citer  le  Bresil,  le  Chili, 
Venezuela,  la  Colombie,  le  Perou  et  le  Guatemala.  Plus  le 
onde  s'avance  dans  la  marche  du  progres,  plus  ces  expositions 
iviendront  plus  firequentes,  car  rien  ne  peut  donner  une  idee 
issi  exacte  du  progres  et  des  ressources  d'un  pays,  que  cette 
:ole  pratique  au  moyen  de  laquelle  les  nations  peuvent  apprendre 
s'apprecier  les  unes  et  les  autres,  mieux  que  par  tout  autre  moyen. 
Tenant  comme  exemple  les  Etats-Unis,  il  devient  clair  que  les 
Jmbreuses  industries  qui  y  existent,  exigent  des  expositions  d'un 
iractere  international  pour  se  feire  connaitre,  parce  qu'un  echan- 
Uon  expose  au  public  donne  une  meilleure  idee  de  la  production 
une  febrique  que  toutes  les  annonces  et  descriptions  que  Pon 
>unait  feire.  Pour  cette  raison,  il  est  desirable  d'inviter  les 
itions  etrangeres  a  se  rencontrer  dans  ces  reunions  industrielles 
artistiques.  Dans  le  cas  actuel,  oii  nous  avons  une  exposition 
tiericaine,  il  est  de  la  plus  grande  importance  d'y  voir  representee 
plus  grande  partie  des  nations  de  T Hemisphere  Occidental. 
Laissant  de  cote  la  question  purement  commerciale,  c'est  un 
t  que,  pendant  un  concours  international,  les  relations  etroites 
li  existent  entre  les  habitants  de  divers  pays  deviennent  plus 
licales  et  donnent  lieu  a  une  entente  entre  les  peuples  et  les 
uvemements,  et  pour  cette  raison  ces  expositions,  au  point  de 
e  politique,  doivent  -etre  considerees  tres  avantageuses.  D'ail- 
irs,  elles  tendent  en  Amerique  a  faire  disparaitre  certaines 
eurs  existant  encore  relativement  aux  tendances  politiques  de 
le  ou  telle  republique.  On  ne  peut  pas  trop  appuyer  sur 
v^antage  qui  peut  resulter  de  la  connaissance  intime  de  ces  deux 
indes  races  peuplant  cet  hemisphere,  afin  que  les  rivalites,  qui 
istent  depuis  de  longues  annees,  soient  a  tout  jamais  efFacees. 
La  ville  ou  se  tiendra  I'Exposition  Trans-Mississippienne  est  une 
ces  merveilleuses  creations  de  I'energie  et  de  Pactivite  de  POuest 
5  Etats-Unis.     La  ville  d'Omaha,  dont  la  fondation  remonte 

peine   a  quarante-quatre    ans,  a  aujourd'hui  plus  de   140,000 
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habitants,  et  elle  est  le  centre  d'un  grand  commerce  et  la  tete  de 
ligne  de  chemins  de  fer  d'une  grande  importance.  Depuis  ce 
temps,  cette  ville  est  devenue  le  point  de  jonction  de  14  ligncsde 
chemins  de  fer  qui  la  mettent  en  communication  avec  les  cotes 
de  r  Atlantique  et  du  Pacifique,  aussi  bien  qu'avec  le  Golfe  du 
Mexique.  On  peut  voir  ainsi  de  quel  acces  facile  est  I'Exposi- 
tion  Trans-Mississippienne  a  tous  ceuxqui  desirent  la  visiter,  etil 
est  a  esperer  que  les  contreesde  TAmerique  Latine  dcsireront 
profiter  de  Toccasion  qui  leur  est  ofFerte  de  venir  et  de  constater 
de  leurs  propres  yeux  Tetat  d'avancement  et  de  culture  qu'on  a 
atteint  dans  la  grande  region  ouest  des  Etats-Unis.  Cette  immense 
region,  ou,  il  y  a  un  demi  siecle  a  peine,  on  voyait  encore  des 
bandes  de  sauvages  et  des  troupeaux  de  bisons,  et  oii  Tentreprise, 
d'une  civilisation  sans  precedent,  a  eleve  comme  par  enchantcment 
des  villes  splendides  qui  peuvent  rivaliser  en  richesse,  en  culture, 
et  en  bon  gout  avec  les  capitales  les  plus  belles  de  TEurope  etde 
I'Amerique. 

Quand  on  parle  des  Etats-Unis  a  Tetranger,  I'Ouest  est  souvent 
oublie ;  de  sorte  que  meme  des  hommes  d'Etat  et  des  ecrivains 
eminents  s'imaginent  que  la  vitalite  et  la  force  de  cette  nation 
est  renfermee  exclusivement  dans  les  Etats  de  I'Est,  erreur  pro- 
fonde  qui  a  contribue  en  partie  a  une  fausse  appreciation  de  la 
grandeur  de  P Union  Americaine.  II  y  en  a  qui  s'imaginent 
que  lorsqu'on  a  mentionne  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphie, 
Baltimore,  Washington  et  la  Nouvelle  Orleans,  il  ne  reste  plus 
rien  a  dire  a  propos  des  villes  des  Etats-Unis.  Et  ceci  raeme 
apres  I'Exposition  Universelle  de  Chicago,  qui  a  ete  pour  beau- 
coup  de  pays  une  veritable  revelation ! 

« 

L'Amerique  Latine  s'est  fait  des  idees  plus  correctes  au  sujct 
de  la  situation  de  la  grande  region  ouest  des  Etats-Unis,  depuis 
que  la  Conference  Intemationale  Americaine  a  eu  lieu  etqucscs 
delegues,  nommes  a  cet  effet,  ont  visite  les  diflferentes  parties  de  u 
Republique,  en  comprenant  dans  leur  itineraire  plusieurs  villes  de 
I'Ouest.  II  se  presentait  alors  pour  ces  delegues  une  occasion 
propice  d'etudier  le  progres  rapide  des  parties  occidentales  de  ce 
pays,  et  on  sait  qu'ils  ont  exprime  la  plus  grande  admiration  pour 
le  devcloppement  industriel  que  beaucoup  sans  doute  ne  s'attcn- 
daient  pas  a  voir.     Neuf  ans  se  sont  ecoules  depuis  cela,  m^^'" 
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/alle  qui,  autre  part,  ne  signifie  pas  grand  chose,  mais  qui,  consi- 
ierant  la  rapidite  vertigineuse  avec  laquelle  s'avance  POuest,  peut 
Dfoduire  des  transformations  surprenantes  dans  ce  pays  de  mer- 
/eilles;  et  si  quelques-uns  de  ceux  qui  visiterent  cette  region  en 
1889,  reviennent  pour  TExposition  d'Omaha,  ils  ne  croiront  pas 
30ssible  que  tant  de  changements  aient  pu  avoir  lieu  en  moins  de 
iix  ans. 

Une  exposition  americaine  internationale  qui  aurait  lieu  dans  une 
ies  grandes  capitales  de  I'Amerique  Latine,  dans  la  ville  de  Mexico 
par  exemple,  amenerait  des  consequences  excellentes  pour  Ies 
interets  commerciaux  de  notre  continent,  et  coopererait  puissam- 
ment  a  la  realisation  des  projets  que  \^  C^ohference  Internationale 
Americaine  avait  en  vue  en  recommandant  I'etablissement  de  ce 
Bureau.  Les  hommes  d'un  esprit  eleve  qui  sont  interesses  dans 
I'avancement  intellectuel  et  materiel  de  nos  pays,  devraient  aider 
i  la  realisation  de  cette  idee  afin  qu'on  puisse  voir,  a  Taurore  du 
XX®  siecle,  la  reunion  fratemelle  des  deux  grandes  races  de  notre 
\merique  dans  un  grand  concours  artistique,  industriel  et  agri- 
:ole. 


BRfiSIL. 

fiLECTION  DU  PRESIDENT  ET  DU  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Aux  Elections  gdndrales  qui  ont  eu  lieu  au  Brdsil  le  l®*"  mars 
dernier,  les  Senhores  Campos  Salles  et  Rosa  Silva  ont  it4  ^lus 
presque  k  Punanimit^,  President  et  Vice-President  de  la  R^pu- 
blique,  pour  les  quatre  ann^es  suivantes.  Le  Senhor  Salles  est 
maintenant  President  de  TEtat  de  Sao  Paulo,  et  il  s'est  distingue 
dans  les  affaires  publiques  du  Brdsil  pendant  plusieurs  anndes. 
L'inauguration  aura  lieu  au  mois  de  novembre  prochain. 
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EFFORTS  POUR  RfiSISTER  A  LA  CONCURRENCE  COMMER- 

CIALE. 

.  M.  Wagstaff,  consul  general  britannique  a  Rio,  en  vue  du 
danger  qui  menace  la  suprematie  commerciale  britannique  au 
Bresil,  vient  de  publier  une  lettre  circulaire  proposant  de  tenir  au 
consulat,  de  temps  en  temps,  des  reunions  pour  considerer  quellcs 
mesures  il  faut  prendre  pour  feire  fece  aux  conditions  commcr- 
ciales  qui  menacent  ses  compatriotes  dans  cette  Republique.  Afin 
que  les  habitants  des  Etats-Unis,  interesses  dans  le  commerce  dc 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  puissent  se  faire  une  idee  des  efforts  employes  par 
le  Consul-General  Wagstaff,  la  circulaire  est  donnee  en  cndcr 
dans  le  Bulletin. 

Consulat  G^n^hal  Bhitannique, 

Rio  de  Janeiro^  U  jijanviar  i8^. 

La  concurrence  commerciale  toujours  croissante,  commence  a  coDvaincre 
tous  ceux  qui  s'int6ressent  au  commerce,  de  la  n^cessit^  de  ne  laisser  fchipper 
aucune  mesure  qui  leur  permettrait  non  seulement  de  d6velopper  leurs  relations 
commerciales,  mais  aussi  de  conserver  la  position  qu'ils  se  sont  d6ja  assur^  daos 
les  diffiSrents  marches  du  monde. 

Les  manufacturiers,  les  commergants  et  les  classes  commerciales  de  toutes  les 
nations  reconnaissent  cette  n6cessit6,  et  I'int^rdt  que  montre  le  gouvemeisent 
britannique  en  ce  qui  concerne  la  suprematie  commerciale  de  notre  pajs  est 
apparent  a  tous. 

On  a  remarqu6  qu'en  diffiSrents  endroits  des  associations  commerciales  ont  bk 
organis6es  ayant  pour  objet  special,  I'avancement  des  int6rdts  britanniques,  et 
les  n^gociants  et  les  agents  exp^diteurs  britanniques  pourront  considerer  aran- 
tageusement  I'organisation  d'une  soci6ti  semblable  oii  I'on  pourrait  considerer aiu 
reunions,  ayant  lieu  a  des  intervalles  r6guliers  ou  quand  I'occasion  le  demande- 
rait,  les  questions  qui  afFectent  le  commerce  cntre  la  Grande- B re tagne  ct  ce  pafi 

Le  consul  g6n6ral  de  Sa  Majest6  contribuera  de  son  mieux  a  la  realisation  de 
ce  plan.  II  trouve  que  les  n6gociants  pourraient  se  r^unir  p6riodiqucment  au 
consulat  o^  dans  une  salle  leur  sera  r6serv6e,  et  que  les  deliberations  de  ces  r^unioos 
et  les  actions  qui  en  r^sulteraient  pourraient  former  une  partie  du  travail  du 
D6partement  Commercial  du  Consulat. 

CONTRAT  POUR  LA  FOURNITURE  DE  PIECES  DE  NICKEL 

Le  gouvemement  bresilien  vient  de  mettre  en  adjudication  la 
frappe  de  20,000  centos  de  reis  de  monnaie  de  nickel  de  100  ct 
de  200  reis.  Conformement  aux  termes  de  la  mise  en  adjudica- 
tion, des  soumissions  seront  re9ues  a  la  delegation  du  tresor  bresi- 
lien, a  Londres,  pour  la  foumiture  de  50  millions  de  pieces  de 


i 
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de  200  reis  chacune,  et  loo  millions  de  pieces  de  nickel 
)  reis.     L'alliage  de  ces  pieces  sera  de  25  %  de  nickel  et  75 

cuivre.  Les  pieces  de  200  reis  peseront  15  grammes,  et 
ie  icx)  reis,  10  grammes.  Les  monnaies  devront  etre  livrees 
n  delai  de  huit  mois,  compte  du  jour  de  la  signature  du 
:.  Le  soumissionnaire  devra  foumir  caution  de  ;^io,ocxD 
urront  etre  en  titres  de  la  dette  extefieure  du  Bresil. 

— La  valeur  nominale  du  ^milreis  en  or  est  de  54.6  cents.  La  valeur  r6elle  du 
n  papier,  en  monnaie  des  Etats-Unis,  est  actuellement  de  14  cents. 

COMMERCE  AVEC  LES  ETATS-UNIS. 

icien  Ministre  des  Etats-Unis  au  Bresil,  feu  M.  Thomas  L. 
?soN,  publie  dans  le  "  Forum "  du  mois  de  mars  un  article 
et  interessant  au  sujet  des  ressources  du  pays,  pres  du  gouv- 
*nt  duquel  il  etait  dernierement  accredite,  et  des  relations  com- 
les  qiii  devraient  exister  entre  les  Etats-Unis  et  cette  Repu- 
Les  extraits  suivants  sont  empruntes  du  rapport,  tel  qu'il 
►ublie : 

6connant  le  peu  que  savent  les  commergants  am6ricains  en  g6n6ral,  non 
It  sur  le  Br6sil,  mais  sur  tous  les  pays  qui  se  trouvent  au  sud  des  Etats- 
lis  ignorent  que  le  chemin  de  fer  esc  presque  terming  qui  leur  permettra 
:rser  le  continent  de  Valparaiso  a  Buenos  Ay  res  en  wagons  aussi  com- 
|ue  ccux  de  Pullman.  ♦  *  *  Tandis  qu'ils  cherchcnt  dans  I'Orient  loin- 

acheteurs  pour  I'exc^s  de  la  production  de  notre  pays,  tant  agricole 
>trielle,  les  commergants  am6ricains,  en  g6n6ral,  negligent  les  oppor- 
|ue  leur  offre  ce  vaste  continent  qui  se  trouve,  pour  ainsi  dire,  au  seuil 
e  leurs  fabriques  et  de  leurs  fermes.  lis  ne  se  rendent  pas  compte  en 
mps,  que  les  Etats-Unis,  qui  ach^tent  la  plusgrande  partie  des  produits  de 
i^ue  du  Sud,  paient  constamment  a  I'Europe,  par  I'^change,  an  6norme 
ion  seulement  sur  ce  qu'ils  ach^tent  dans  ce  march6,  qui  est  le  debouch^ 
proche  et  le  plus  naturel  pour  leurs  produits,  mais  sur  tout  ce  qu'ils  y 
.  Si  nous  nous  servions  intelligemment  des  marches  que  nous  offrent 
,  le  consommateur  am^ricain  6conomiserait  non  seulement  la  difference 
ge  qu'il  paie  actuellement  a  son  plus  entreprenant  rival  europ6en,  qui  I'a 

dans  I'exploration  et  le  d^veloppement  des  vastes  ressources  des  R6pu- 
iu  Sud,  mais  aussi  ces  marches  avant  peu,  tourneraient  la  balance  du  trafic 
ir  des  Etats-Unis.     *     *     ♦ 

>  de  Janeiro,  la  principale  ville  commerciale  du  Bresil,  avec  une  popula- 
pr^s  de  750,000  d'habitants,  il  n'existe  aujourd'hui  meme  qu'une  seule 
commerciale  am6ricaine,  pour  ainsi  dire,  au  capital  considerable.  Dans 
.  R6publique  d'une  population  de  16,000,000,  il  n'existe  que  deux  de 
isons.     La   colonie   am^ricaine    compte   probablement   500    personnes 
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enregistr6es,  y  comptant  qudques  achetcurs  de  caf6  (agents  cxclusivcmcnt),  agri- 
cultcurs,  clercs,  artisans,  dentistes  et  autres  hommes  dc  profession,  r^pandus 
partout  dans  le  pays,  tandis  que  les  colonies  anglaise,  frangaise,  allemande, 
portugaise  et  espagnole  comptent,  respectivement  dans  I'ordre  nomm6,  plusicun 
milliers  d'habitants,  repr6sentant  des  centaines  de  millions  de  dollars  plac6s  daa$ 
les  enterprises  commerciales,  mini^res,  de  banques,  de  transports  et  autres,  qui 
rapportent  des  dividendes  lucratifs.  *  *  *  Je  crois  que  le  Br6sil  offrc  do 
vaste  champ  a  I'^nergie  et  a  I'entreprise,  pourvu  toutefois  qu'elles  soicnt  bien 
dirig^es  par  un  esprit  administratif  et  qu'elles  soient  soutenues  par  des  capitaoz 
sufBsants.  C'est  particuli^rement  Evident  qu'un  grand  nombre  d'Am^ricaios 
actifs  et  intelligents  engages  dans  les  enterprises  industrielles  au  Br6sil  pourraient 
cxercer  une  influence  marqu6e  sur  le  d6veloppement  des  rcssourccs  naturellcs,et 
cons6quemment  sur  Taugmentation  de  la  richesse,  aussi  bien  que  sur  le  d6tou^)^ 
ment  du  flot  du  commercie  vers  les  Etats-Unis. 

PERSPECTIVES  COMMERCIALES. 

M.  Charles  P.  King,  un  americain  etabli  negociant-commis- 
sionnaire  a  Rio  de  Janeiro,  donne  aux  jeunes  gens  les  conscils 
suivants  dans  le  journal  "  Farm  Machinery,"  au  sujet  de  pcispco 
tives  commerciales  qu'ils  peuvent  avoir  au  Bresil.  M.  King  dit 
qu'il  est  inutile  d'aller  dans  ce  pays  sans  des  capitaux  sufBsants 
pour  s'y  etablir — 

Mais  que  pour  ceux  qui  poss^dent  des  moyens,  il  se  pr6sente  des  occasions 
splendides  pour  l'6tablissement  de  toutes  sortes  d'industries  manufacturi^res. 
C'est  a  peine^  si  les  habitants  fabriquent  un  article  de  consommation.  On  fait 
venir  de  P6tranger  les  vetements,  les  tissus,  les  chaussures,  la  quincaillcrie,  les 
instruments  agricoles,  et  m^me  tous  les  articles  d 'usage  ordinaire.  Les  droits 
d*importation  sur  tous  les  articles  sont  tr^s  61ev6s  et  permettraient  au  fabricant 
de  vendre  avec  de  beaux  b6n6fices.  La  part  des  Etats-Unis  dans  le  commerce 
de  la  R6publique  est  tr^s  petite,  et  il  n*y  a  aucunc  ligne  am^ricaine  dc  navires 
marchands  allant  aux  ports  br^siliens.  Si  nos  manufacturiers  et  nos  commer- 
(ants  adoptaient  un  meilleur  syst^me,  le  commerce  que  I'on  ferait  entre  les  deux 
contr6es  atteindrait  des  proportions  6normes. 

D'abord  il  est  n6cessaire  de  faire  comme  les  Anglais,  les  Allemands  et  les 
Fran9ais;  ces  pays  entretiennent  des  agences  r^guli^rement  6tablies  sous  la  direc- 
tion d'hommes  qui  parlent  la  langue  du  pays.     Un  commcr^ant  am6ricain  envoic 
au  Br6sil  un  de  ses  commis  voyageurs  qui  n'est  pas  au  courant  des  usages  de  la 
contr^e  et  qui  ne  sait  pas  un  mot  de  portugais.      II  rcvient  aux  Etats-Unis,  et 
parce  qu'il  n'a  pas  pu  vendre  de  marchandises,  n'ayant  a  sa  disposition  pourse 
faire  comprendre  d'autres  moyens  que  des  signes  et  des  gest«s,  il  dit  qu*au  point 
de  vue  commercial  on  ne  peut  rien  faire  dans  ce  pays.     De  plus,  les  Europ^w 
accordent  aux  commer^ants  de  longs  termes  de  credit.      Ce  syst^me  a  6t^  ^ 
vogue  pendant  de  longues  ann6es,  et  les  Am^ricains  du  Sud  d6tcstent  le  systiinc 
des  yanlcees  qui  exige  le  paiement  a  trente  jours.      lis  aiment  mieux  ne  pas  faire 
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;  commerce  avec  des  n6gociants  qui  se  montrent  si  difficiles  pour  les  paiements. 
aturellement,  les  Anglais  et  les  Allemands  qui  accordent  de  longs  termes  dc 
i^xt,  obtiennent  un  profit  considerable  a  cause  de  la  mode  de  r^glement  sans 
lurir  de  bien  grands  risques.  II  n'existe  aucune  raison  qui  empeche  les  Am6ri- 
ins  d'adopter  le  mfeme  systfeme;  et  ils  seront  bien  obliges  d'agir  ainsi  s'ils  tien- 
jDt  a  s'emparer  de  ce  commerce. 


COLOMBIE. 

RESSOURCES  MINERALES. 

Pendant  ces  demieres  annees  les  mines  de  PAfrique  du  Sud,  de 
Australie  et  d'autres  regions  reculees  du  monde  ont  detourne 
attention  des  Americains  et  des  Europeens  des  vastes  regions  a 
chesses  minerales  inexploitees  qui  se  trouvent  dans  leur  voisinage. 
es  conditions  existantes  dans  ces  pays  lointains  etant  enfin  entrees 
ans  leur  etat  normal,  Pentreprise  se  contente  des  occasions  qui  se 
contrent  plus  pres.  La  Republique  de  Colombie  ofFre  actuelle- 
lent  de  grandes  occasions  tres  attrayantes  dans  cette  Industrie 
>eciale.     Pendant  ces  demieres  semaines  on  a  organise  a  Londres 

sur  le  continent  plusieurs  nouvelles  compagnies  pour  develop- 
er les  merveilleuses  ressources  minerales  du  pays. 

Le  numero  du  30  avril  "  Mining  and  Engineering  Journal,"  pu- 
lie  a  New  York,  contient  un  recit  etendu  et  instructif  par  M. 
Rancis  C.  Nicholas  sur  les  mines  d'or  de  la  Colombie  et  sur  les 
avaux  d'exploitation  qui  s'y  poursuivent  maintenant.  On  donne 
ace  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  aux  extraits  suivants  tires  du 
pport  de  M.  Nicholas,  aux  paroles  de  qui  on  peut  toujours 

fier. 

L*cxpos6  pr^sent^  ici,  se  base  sur  les  explorations  faites  en  Colombie  depuis 
Golfe  de  Darien^  a  travers  le  pays,  jusqu'a  un  point  sur  I'Oc^an  Pacifique,  au 
ssous  de  Buenaventura;  de  la  fronti^re  est  de  la  R6publique,  prfes  du  A^ene- 
ela,  jusqu'  a  la  riviere  Magdalena;  et  de  la  cote  nord,  aux  regions  internes  des 
idcs.  On  peut  diviser  la  Colombie,  d'une  mani^re  g6n6rale,  en  quatre 
nodes  de  formations  g6ologiques: 

1.  Les  regions  aurif^res,  s'^tendant  depuis  TEquateur  a  la  partie  ouest- 
itrale  du  pays,  passant  par  Antioquia  a  travers  le  fleuve  Magdalena  jusqu'  a 
c  partie  de  I'Etat  de  Santander,  et  se  terminant  dans  les  districts  61ev6s  dc 
-tat  de  Bolivar. 

2.  Les  chaines  de  montagnes  des  deux  c6t6s  des  regions  aurif^res  montrant 
trs   sediments    redresses,    non    aurif^res    eux-memes,    mais    contenant    des 
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placers   aurif^res  ayant  leur  ori^ne  apparemment  dans  les  regions  aurif^i 
adjacentes. 

3.  Les  vastes  regions  situ^es  au  nord  des  montagnes  ec  au  sud-est  dans  h 
direction  de  I'Amazone,  o\X  il  se  trouve  des  d^pdts  infSrieurs^  des  mar^cages, 
des  sienegas  de  pcu  d'int^ret  pour  Ic  mineur. 

4.  Les  immenses  cordill^res  Isoldes  de  la  Sierra  Nevada  de  Santa  Marn 
situ^es  sur  la  region  orientale  de  la  cote  du  Nord. 

Une  description  d6taill6e  pr6senterait  de  nombreuses  exceptions  k  cc  traczzrr^ 
g6n^ral ;  par  exemple,  dans  les  cordill^res  orientales  des  montagnes  du  c6t6  A.  u 
Venezuela,  il  y  a  des  masses  de  rocs  volcaniques  et  les  violentes  actions  sismiqu  ^ss        i 
y  sont  fr6quemment  ressenties ;  dans  les  cordill^res  occidentales,  il  y  a  des  fo  z--        I 
mations  ign6es  6trang^res  et  I'Isthme  de  Panama,  difF6rant  sous  bien  des  rappoi~Cs        | 
des  autres  regions  de  la  Colombie,  n'y  est  pas  compris. 

II  y  a  sans  doute  dans  la  Colombie  des  placers  aurif^res  des  plus  important^ ; 
il  y  en  a  qui  sont  form6s  par  I'^rosion  directe  qui  a  lieu  dans  les  regions  auri- 
fferes,  et  d'autres  par  les  mouvements  secondaires  parmi  les  d^pdts  qui  one  6c^ 
d6plac6s  de  leurs  positions  primitives,  et  dans  ces  formations  la  question  a  6tudi^r 
est  r^tendue  de  pays  6rod6  de  mani^re  ^  former  des  concentrations  et  des  d6p^^^ 
aurif^res.     Ceci  s'applique  aussi  aux  rivieres  dont  quelques-unes  contiennccm^ 
sans  contredit,  de  grandes  quantit6s  d'or.     Malheureusement  la  pierre  qui  foi 
le  lit  est  tr^s  moUe  et  les  courants  ont  en  g6n6ral  creus6  le  lit  a  une  telle  pr< 
fondeur,  qu'il  est  impossible  de  les  d^tourner.     guelques-unes  des  riviires  so; 
favorables  a  cette  classe  d'entreprise  mini^re,  mais  on  doit  se  rappeler  en  con: 
d6rant  ces  entreprises,  que  souvent  les  rivieres  ne  traversent  pas  les  formatio 
aurifires,  et  par  consequent  le  point  important  qu'on  doit  consid6rer  est  I'^tcnd  mJM^^ 
de  la  surface  emport6e  par  la  riviire ;  et  naturellement  la  quantity  de  mat6ri^* 
apport^  4  une  rivifere,  favorablement  situ6e  pour  le  d6tournemcnt  de  scs  caim.  :^i 
n'est  pas  aussi  grande  que  dans  les  riviires  inftrieures  drainant  une  contr6e  pt  '■*a 
6tendue. 

Ce  qui  pr^cfede  est  tout  simplement  un  r6sum6  g6n6ral  de  certaines  conditi<^^^**^ 
se  rapportant  aux  mines  d'or  de  la  Colombie  qui  existent  dans  les  diyisi(^  :x»^ 
g^ologiques  ci-dessus  mentionn6es. 

4:  *****  « 

En  parlant  d*une  mani^re  g6n6rale  des  mines  de  Colombie,  il  faut  excrc— ;  -^^ 
beaucoup  de  soin  en  choisissant  parmi  les  mille  et  mille  mines  qui  ont^t^expl^^^*" 
t6es  et  qui  attendent  maintenant  des  acqu6reurs.     Les  lois  sous  lesquelles  cz 
propri6t6s  peuvent  6tre  acquises  sont  trhs  faciles,  et  on  pcut  obtenir  une  c(w 
cession  a  tr^s  bas  prix.     Pour  cette  raison  les  propri6taires  sont  nombreux,ec 
peut  dire  pour  le  bien  des  mineurs  que  le  pays  a  6t6  assez  bien  occup6,  msds  !>' 
capitalistes  ou  syndicats  trouveront  d'exccUentes  mines  a  exploiter  dans  dc  ti 
bonnes  conditions,  quelques  propri6taires  ne  pouvant  pas  s'attendre  a  cxploi^^^ 
leurs  mines  eux-mdmes. 

II  peut  fttre  bon  pour  les  Am6ricains  qui  se  rappellent  la  speculation  et  '* 
faillite  d6sastreuse  de  1*E1  Christo  Mining  Company  de  savoir  que  cette  propri^^^ 
donne  encore  des   rendements  et  qu'elle  a  ^t^  exploit6e  avec  b6n6fice  penda*'' 
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plusieurs  ann^es.  Apr^sla  faillite  de  la  compagnie,  la  mine  fut  saisie  par  les 
employes  en  Colombie  pour  se  payer  de  salaires  qui  leur  6taient  dus.  lis  s'en 
d^barass^rent  en  la  vendant  a  un  syndicat  anglais  qui  en  fit  Sexploitation^  et  en 
trois  mois  paya  le  prix  d'achat  et  toutes  les  d^penses  par  suite  d'une  riche 
d^vouverte;  depuis  lors  cette  propri6t6  a  donn6  de  jolis  lendements  et  elle  est 
encore  profitable,  bien  que  ce  soit  une  mine  d'argent,  ce  qui  est  un  d6savantage. 
Les  regions  mini^res  de  PEtat  de  Tolima,  oii  est  situ6e  la  mine  d'El  Christo, 
se  trouvent  toutes  a  une  distance  de  deux  ou  trois  jours  de  voyage  de  la  ville  de 
Honda. 

Dans  ce  district  on  exploite  d'autres  mines  d'argent,  notamment  la  vieille 
nrune  de  Frias,  consid6r^e  par  beaucoup  de  personnes  comme  la  meilleure  pro- 
pri6t6de  l'Am6rique  du  Sud.  On  rapporte  qu'elle  paie  de  ^40,000  a  ^50,000 
paT  an,  a  raison  de  50  cents  I'once  d'argent. 

Une  compagnie  anglaise  exploite  avec  profit  la  mine  d'El  Rosario  que  I'on 
croit  tr^s  riche.  La  mine  Calamente  est  aussi  exploit6e  par  une  compagnie 
anglaise,  et  quoique  le  minerai  soit  de  quality  inf6rieure,  les  rendements  sont  bons. 
Dans  toutes  ces  mines  d'argent  on  concentrait  les  minerais  et  on  en  exp6diait  le 
produit  en  Angleterre  pour  y  etre  fondu. 

II  est  probable  que  la  vieille  mine  de  Santa  Ana,  en  exploitation  depuis  1826, 
sera  r^ouverte.  Elle  appartient  au  Gouvernement  qui  I'a  lou6e  a  des  capitalistes 
anglais.  On  a  creus6  jusqu'a  une  profondeur  de  1,000  pieds  environ,  et  les 
minerals  peuvent  6tre  fondus  sur  place.  C'est  cette  mine  qui  autrefois  fournis- 
*ait  I'argcnt  fin  avec  lequel  on  fabriquait  les  vieilles  pieces  de  monnaie  colom- 
°iennc,  qui  jouissaient  d'une  prime  sur  toutes  les  autres  monnaies. 

L'Etat  de  Tolima  poss^de  des  placers  aurif^res  tr^s  ^tendus,  dont  quelques-uns 
*ont  exploit^s  avec  profit.  La  propri6t6  d'une  compagnie  anglaise,  "  Colombian 
**yclraulic",  connue  sous  le  nom  de  Mai  Paso,  donne  encore  des  r^sultatus  excel- 
^^nts«  Derniirement  les  mineurs  traveraferent  un  faux  lit  de  rocs,  d'argile  et  de 
^Wste  et  rencontrferent  des  gisements  6tendus  de  riches  graviers  aurifferes. 

Une  autre  compagnie  anglaise  exploite  une  mine  connue  sous  le  nom  de  La 

*^^,  ou  il  se  rencontre,  dans  des  conditions  trhs  favorables,  de  nombreux  lits  de 

^''^vicr  aurifire  de  quality  inftrieure,  et  la  propri6t6  donne  de  bons  rendements. 

Un  am^ricain  exploite  la  mine  de  Cajongra,  qui  jusqu'ici  a  r6ussi  a  faire  ses 

*^^*s,  tout  en  exploitant  les   regions  infiSrieures  pour  arriver  aux  meilleures 

*^^''ties  des  couches  de  gravier.     Les  moniteurs  remucnt  a  present  de  bon  gravier 

Oil  attend  de  bons  r6sultats.     Les  mines  d'Orita  et  Malbar  sont  exploit^es 

*^^''    des  compagnies  anglaises  avec  peu  de  profits.     Elles  possfedent  des  rives 

J^^^dues  de  gravier  aurifire  et  abondance  d'eau.     Les  mines  de  Barrito  et  de 

^V>laza  sont  exploit6es  aussi  par  des  compagnies  anglaises,  mais  jusqu'ici  elles 

^nt  pas  rapport^  de  b6n6fices.     Une  compagnie  anglaise  a  achet6  et  fait  des 

■^*"^paratifs    pour   mettre  en  exploitation    les   mines  de    Paroquia,  oii  il    y   a 

*^Oiidance  d'eau  et  d'excellents  r^sultats  en  perspective. 

XJne  compagnie  fran^aise  exploite  la  mine  de  Pavas,  et  elle  a  fait  venir  I'eau  a 

^*'^vers  la  rivifere  Guarino  au  moyen  d'un  siphon  avec  une  chute  de  2,000  pieds, 

^^   se  servant   au   fond  de  la  mine  de  tuyaux  d'une  grande  resistance;    mais 

^Orsqu'on  en  a  laiss^  passer  I'eau,  elle  a  jailli  avec  une  grande  force  a  travers  le 
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fer  memc,  quoiqu'on  ne  put  apcrcevoir  aucune  ouvcrturc*  Lcs  jointures  6taicni 
herm6tiques  et  les  tuyaux  renforc^s  de  bandes  de  fer.  La  propn6t6  a  de  riches 
graviers,  mais  on  n'a  pas  encore  fait  connaitre  les  r6sultats.  Une  compagnie 
allemande  exploite  les  mines  de  Purnio.  Celles-ci  ont  de  riches  graviers;  la  com- 
pagnie emploie  un  proc6d6  brevet^,  et  tient  secret  les  r6sultats.  On  croit  que 
cette  compagnie  fait  beaucoup  d'argent  et  elle  semble  satisfaite  des  r^sultats 
obtenus. 

Dans  Tolima,  il  y  a  encore  une  grande  6tendue  de  placers  aurif  ^res  qui  ne  sont 
pas  en  exploitation,  mais  qui  appartiennent  presque  enti^rement  a  des  propri^- 
taires  du  pays  attendant  une  bonne  occasion  pour  disposer  de  leurs  propri^t6s. 

Dans  TEcat  d'Antioquia,  il  y  a  un  grand  nombre  de  mines  qui,  exploit^es  sar 
une  petite  ^chelle  avec  des  machines  inf^rieures,  donnent  de  bons  risuhats. 
La  meilleure  de  ces  mines  est  probablement  celle  de  Pedro,  et  Texploitation  de 
gravier  choisi  rapporte  $5,000  par  mois.  Les  difFSrentes  mines  de  quartz  ct  dc 
placers  ne  rapportent  quelquefois  que  $500  par  an,  mais  le  rendement  moyende 
beaucoup  de  ces  mines  est  de  $  1 ,000  a  $3,000  par  mois.  Tout  le  long  des  rivieres, 
il  y  a  beaucoup  de  personnes  occupies  a  laver  I'or  pendant  la  saison  s^he,  ecqui 
gagnent  pour  ce  travail  de  $1  a  $2  par  jour  et  quelquefois  plus. 

Les  envois  d'or  de  Medilla,  capitale  de  I'Etat,  sont  6valu6s  a  $300,000  par 
mois.  Le  23  ftvrier  une  caravane  de  mulcts  apporta  de  I'int^ricur  a  Puerto 
Barrios  de  Tor  pour  une  valeur  de  $1,240,000,  provenant  en  grande  partic, 
disait-on,  de  la  Mine  Crystalas,  exploit^e  par  une  compagnie  fran^aise.  La 
Mine  de  Pluma,  exploit6e  par  une  compagnie  anglaise,  donne  aussi  d'excellents 
r6sultats. 

Les  int6r6ts  miniers  sont  probablement  plus  actifs  dans  I'Etat  d'Antioquiaque 
dans  toute  autre  partie  de  la  R6publique,  mais  par  suite  de  la  richesse  des  depots, 
le  nombre  des  indigenes  qui  travaillent  avec  des  machines  infSrieures  est  plus 
grand  que  celui  des  compagnies  6trang^res  qui  ont  des  machines  perfectionn6es. 

Dans  la  partie  basse  d'Antioquia,  le  long  des  rivieres  de  Cauca  et  de  Nache, 
on  y  fait  une  exploitation  mini^re  considerable  et  une  ou  deux  grandes  compa- 
gnies anglaises  font  Sexploitation  des  mines  de  quartz.  On  exp6die  I'or  directe- 
ment  a  Barranquilla.  On  dit  a  Antioquia,  il  y  a  beaucoup  de  terrains  non 
occup^s,  mais  je  pense  que  les  meill^urs  terrains  ont  616  pris. 

Dans  les  regions  de  Choco,  la  partie  occidentale  de  la  Colombie,  lcs  pctites 
exploitations  et  les  lavages  a  main  produisent  environ  $500,000  par  an,  «  Ton 
fait  dans  le  sud  de  TEtat  de  Cauca  beaucoup  de  travail  au  moyen  de  la  main 
d'cBuvre  et  des  6cluses. 

CONCESSION  DE  CHEMIN  DE  FER. 

Le  8  mars  dernier  le  Ministre  Hart  a  envoye  de  Bogota,  au 
Departement  d'Etat,  une  copie  du  contrat,  accordant  au  Senor 
Juan  Bautista  y  Truco  la  construction  d'un  chemin  de  fer  allant 
du  port  de  Girardot  a  la  Savane  de  Bogota. 

Le  concessionnaire  s'engage  a  construire  le  chemin  de  fer  dc 
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Girardot  et  a  le  livrer,  completement  termine,  a  Sexploitation  dans 
Tespace  de  cinq  annees.  II  est  oblige  aussi  de  remplacer  la  voie 
actuelle  par  une  voie  de  i  metre  de  largeur  et  a  terminer  tous  les 
travaux  et  les  terrassements  necessaires;  il  doit  aussi  remplacer  les 
rails  de  la  ligne  par  d'autres  pesant  vingt  kilogrammes  le  metre 
lineaire;  remplacer  les  locomotives  par  d*autres  ne  pesant  pas 
moins  de  30  tonnes  chacune,  et  le  reste  du  materiel  roulant  par 
un  autre  materiel  propre  a  une  voie  de  1  metre.  Tout  ce  travail 
doit  se  faire  dans  les  cinq  ans.  Les  dix  premiers  kilometres  de  la 
ligne  de  Juntas  de  Apulo  a  Bogota  doivent  etre  construits  dans 
un  an  a  partir  de  la  date  du  contrat.  Dans  le  cas  ou  ces  condi- 
tions ne  seraient  pas  remplies,  le  contrat  sera  annule,  a  moins, 
toutefois,  que  le  delai  ne  soit  reconnu  indispensable  par  le  Gou- 
vernement. 

Tout  le  materiel  roulant  de  la  ligne,  qui  est  maintenant  en 
construction  et  en  exploitation,  doit  etre  repare  et  renouvele  en 
partie  dans  huit  mois  apres  Papprobation  du  contrat,  afin  qu'a 
cette  date  il  soit  en  condition  parfaite,  trois  locomotives  reparees, 
une  nouvelle  locomotive  de  25  tonnes,  deux  wagons  de  voyageurs 
de  premiere  classe,  trois  wagons  de  voyageurs  de  seconde  classe, 
vingt  wagons  de  marchandises  et  quatre  wagons  pour  le  transport 
de  betail.  On  devra  elargir  les  depots  du  port  de  Girardot  de 
maniere  a  sufRre  a  toutes  les  exigences  du  trafic. 

Le  concessionnaire  doit  fournir  une  garantie  personnelle  de 
$50,000  en  or  au  credit  du  Ministre  de  Hacienda  qui  reviendra 
au  Tresor  de  Colombie  si  le  concessionnaire  manque  a  ses 
ol>ligations. 


GUATEMALA. 

OCCASIONS  POUR  LE  DfiVELOPPEMENT  DU  COMMERCE. 

Le  journal  "Farm  Implement  News"  de  Chicago  a  public  dans 
son  numero  du  24  mars,  un  article  tres  interessant  sur  le  climat,  le 
sol,  les  productions  et  autres  du  Guatemala.  Voici  un  extrait  des 
renseignements  demontrant  la  possibilite  de  developper  le  com- 
merce des  Etats-Unis  avec  ce  pays: 

Ici  les  affaires  s'am61iorent.     La  nouvelle  administration  organis6e  immediate- 
ment  apr^s  I'assassinat  de  Barrios  s'est  montr6e  sage  et  niod6r6e,  et  ayant  pour 
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soutien  Ic  congrfes  actuellement  en  session,  la  conBance  semble  6tre  entiircment 
r6tablic;  la  tranquillity  rfegne  done  dans  toute  P6tenduc  dc  la  R6publiquf,  La 
baisse  considerable  du  change  pendant  les  deux  derni^res  semaines  nous  donne  la 
meilleure  preuve  que  la  crise  est  pass6e  et  qu'on  ne  pr^voit  aucune  agitation. 
Par  suite  de  la  bonne  r6colte  du  caf6  (ressource  principale  du  pays),  qui  ar^ussi 
mieux  qu'on  ne  s'y  attendait,  le  commerce  s'est  am61ior6  derniirement  et  Ics 
prix  du  caf6  ont  hauss6  consid^rablement.  L'efFet  ressenti  dans  ce  pays  «t 
semblable  a  celui  qui  a  6t6  ressenti  aux  Etats-Unis  par  suite  d'une  abondance 
r6colte  de  bl^  et  d'une  hausse  des  prix.  Avec  une  amelioration  dans  la  conditi6n 
des  affaires  et  une  bonne  administration,  on  n'a  aucune  raison  de  craindre  des 
agitations  politiques,  et  la  R^publique  devra  faire  des  progr^s  dans  le  d6veloppe* 
ment  de  ses  grandes  ressources  naturelles. 

«  «  *  *  -K  *  * 

Le  sol  du  Guatemala  est  en  g6n6ral  riche  et  excessivement  fertile,  les  productions 
variant  selon  I'altitude  et  la  temperature.  Dans  la  zone  torride  on  cultive  les 
fruits  tropicaux:  le  riz,  le  coton,  le  cacao,  le  caoutchouc,  la  vanille,  etc. ;  dans  la  zone 
temp^r^e :  le  cafe,  le  sucre,  le  mals,  le  tabac,  les  haricots,  le  raisin,  etc.,  et  dans 
la  zone  froide :  le  bie,  I'avoine  et  le  seigle.  On  cultive  partout  les  fruits  intcr- 
tropicaux.  et  comme  les  valiees  de  la  zone  du  Nord  se  trouvent  un  peu  au-dessus 
de  Taltitude  moyenne  et  sont  par  consequent  riches  et  chaudes,  dans  le  meme 
voisinage  on  trouve  presque  toutes  les  esp^ces  de  produits.  On  y  trouve  les 
meilleures  oranges  et  les  meilleurs  citrons. 

Bien  qu'on  puisse  cultiver  avec  profit  et  en  abondance  tous  les  produits  roen- 
tionnes,  le  cafe  est  la  principale  source  de  revenu  du  pays,  parce  que  c'est  la 
culture  qui  rapporte  le  plus  d'argent  avec  le  moins  de  travail.  Pour  la  mime 
raison  on  pratique  sur  une  grande  echelle  I'eievage  des  betes  a  comes.  En 
effet  le  manque  de  travail  a  retarde  beaucoup  le  developpement  agricole  parce 
que  les  Indiens  ou  travailleurs  indigenes  ne  veulent  pas  en  general  entrer  en  serv- 
ice. Done  I'immigration  d'ouvriers  etrangers  est  tris  necessaire  et  vivcment 
desiree.  Les  mines  d'or  et  d'argent,  les  forftts  de  bois  precieux  sont  aussi  des 
richesses  non  exploitees  par  suite  du  manque  de  bras.  Comme  au  Mexique  et 
dans  les  autres  pays  de  PAmerique  du  Sud,  les  habitants  se  composent  de  blaocs, 
d'indiens  et  de  metis.  Les  blancs,  ou  du  moins  ceux  qui  se  disent  comme  teis, 
composent  environ  un  tiers  de  la  population. 

La  principale  exportation  est  le  cafe;  on  exporte  aussi  une  grande  quantity 
de  peaux,  de  cuirs,  de  sucre,  de  bois  de  charpente  et  de  fruits.  C'est  en  Europe 
qu'on  expedie  les  meilleures  qualites  de  cafe.  Les  principaux  articles  d'impor- 
tatio  n  sont  les  cotonnades  et  les  lainages,  le  fer  ouvre,  les  machines,  les  mcubles, 
le  bie,  les  viandes  conservees,  les  drogues,  les  medicaments,  les  vins  et  les  liqueurs. 
La  plupart  de  ces  articles,  a  I'exception  de  la  farine,  sont  importes  dc  PEuropc 
parce  que  le  commerce  est  le  plus  souvent  entre  les  mains  d'Europeens  r^sidant 
ici,  presque  tous  des  Allemands — etat  de  chose  qui  n'existcrait  pas  s'ilyavait 
des  moyens  de  transport  suffisants  entre  le  Guat6mala  et  les  Etats-Unis. 

L'ach^vement  du  chemin  de  fer  du  Nord  reliant  Guatemala  a  Puerto  Barrios  sur 
I'Atlantique  mettra  ce  pays  en  communication  directe  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  et  les 
bateaux  a  vapeur  qui  font  le  service  sur  I'Ocean  Atlantiquc  assureront  le  transport 
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marchandises  provenant  de  cette  direction.  On  a  d6jsl  construit  et  mis  en 
loitation  une  partie  de  cette  voie  sur  une  longueur  de  cent  trent-cinq  milles,  et 
ime  la  vie  et  le  progr^s  du  pays  dependent  de  son  ach^vement,  le  retard  occa- 
m6  par  I'assassinat  du  President  B,arrjos  dans  la  construction  des  soixante 
es  qui  restent  ne  saurait  dtre  de  longue  dur6e,  Quand  cette  ligne  sera  ter- 
6c,  les  produits  des  Etats-Unis,  au  deli  du  Golfe  et  des  ports  sur  1' Atlantique^ 
iveront  un  d6bouch6  dans  le  pays,  et  les  voyageurs  am^ricains  viendront  jouir 
e  doux  climat  ainsi  que  des  paysages  qui  sont  magnifiques. 
^oique  ce  pays  soit  si  riche  en  ressources  agricoles  et  en  terres  non  encore 
iv6es,  on  ne  demandera  jamais  une  giande  quantity  d'instruments  agricoles, 
le  terrain  est  trop  morccl6  et  trop  in6gal  pour  I'emploi  considerable  de 
heuses  et  moissonneuses ;  mais  on  demandera  beaucoup  de  charrues,  de 
ts  instruments  agricoles,  de  moulins  a  vent,  d'ustensiles  pour  la  fabrication 
Sucre,  de  £1  de  fer  bard6,  de  clous,  de  quincaillerie,  etc.,  et  ces  articles 

devraient  venir  tous  des  Etats-Unis  se  trouvent  sur  les  marches  provenant 
fabrication  europ^enne.  J'ai  vu  ici  en  activity  plusieurs  moulins  i  vent 
'igine  am^ricaine;  plusieurs  d'entre  eux  venaient  de  Chicago  via  San  Fran- 
o.  Lorsque  le  chemin  de  fer  du  Nord  sera  achev6,  ces  marchandises  seront 
Sdi^es  via  la  Nouvelle  Orleans  et  de  li  par  mer,  i  Puerto  Barrios,  route  la 

directe  qu'on  puisse  imaginer. 

TREPRISES  DE  CHEMINS  DE  FER  ET  DE  BATEAUX  A  VAPEUR. 

Dans  une*  communication  de  Guatemala,  en  date  du  2  avril 
)8,  M.  Beaupr^,  consul  general,  informe  le  Departement  d'Etat 
t  le  23  mars  dernier,  I'Assemblee  Nationale  du  Guatemala  a 
ciellement  autorise  le  President  Cabrera  a  afFermer  ou  a  vendre 
-hemin  de  fer  du  Nord  de  Guatemala  ou  encore  a  conclure  un 
itrat  qui  puisse  assurer  son  achevement  le  plus  tot  possible  et 
IS  des  conditions  les  plus  avantageuses  pour  la  nation. 
Zomme  on  Pa  deja  dit  maintes  fois  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel, 
construction  de  cette  ligne  est  le  travail  le  plus  important  qu'on 
entrepris  au  Guatemala  depuis  plusieurs  annees.  C'est  le  feu 
*sident  Barrios  qui  avait  eu  Pidee  de  ce  chemin  de  fer;  aussi, 
it-ce  son  projet  favori  pendant  qu'il  etait  au  pouvoir.  On  a 
npletement  acheve  la  partie  de  la  ligne  s'etendant  de  Puerto 
rrios  sur  le  golfe  du  Honduras,  jusqu"a  San  Augustine,  soit  une 
tance  de  133  miles;  on  a  fait  le  lever  des  plans  du  reste  de  la 
ne  a  la  ville  de  Guatemala  (environ  56  miles) ;  on  a  choisi 
nplacement  de  la  route  et  reconnu  la  possibilite  de  sa  construc- 
1. 

Une  fois  achevee,  cette  ligne  ouvrira  a  Texploitation  les  plus 
les  parties  de  la  Republique  produisant  le  cafe,  de  meme  que 
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les  regions  minieres,  les  forets,  et  foumira,  on  I'espere,  a  cette  partic 
du  pays,  les  occasions  de  developpement  si  longtemps  desirees. 

Puerto  Barrios  se  trouve  a  une  distance  d'environ  800  milles  dc 
la  Nouvelle  Orleans,  et  avec  I'achevenient  de  cette  nouvelle  lignc, 
il  sera  tres  facile  de  transporter  les  marchandises  americaines,  et  les 
commer9ants  de  cette  contree  pourront  se  rendre  avec  fecilitc 
et  promptitude  aux  marches  du  Guatemala.  Par  consequent,  le 
commerce  des  Etats-Unis  augmentera  d'une  maniere  tres  impor- 
tante. 

En  parlant  de  I'occasion  d'acheter  ou  d'afFermer  cette  ligne,  Ic 
Consul  General  Beaupr^  dit: 

Les  capitalistes  Strangers  comprendront  bien  Pimportancc  de  cette  lignc  commc 

placement,  et  je  crois  qu'il  n'y  a   pas  rombre  de  doute  de  la  voir  achev6c  en 
trois  ans.     Les  Am^ricains  qui  d^sirent  placer  leur  argent  dans  des  entrcprises 

6trang^res  feront  bien  d*examiner  la  situation.      On  peut  obtenir  une  concession 

importante  et  acqu^rir  la  ligne  d6ja  achev6e,  pour  moins  de  lamoiti6  de  la  valeur 

premiere. 

L'Assemblee  Nationale  a,  en  plus,  autorise  le  President  a  passer 
un  contrat  avec  la  "Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  "et  la 
"Campania  Sud  Americana  de  Vapores"  du  Chili  pour  le  trans- 
port des  malles-postes  entre  le  port  d'Ocos  et  le  Chili,  pour  une 
somme  de  $15,000  par  an  qui  sera  portee  jusqu'a  $30,000  lorsque 
ces  navires  auront  continue  leur  service  jusqu'a  San  Francisco. 

On  a  remarque  dans  un  numero  precedent  du  Bulletin  Men- 
suEL  que  ces  deux  lignes  de  vapeurs,  qui  avaient  autrefois  Panama 
comme  point  nord  le  plus  eloigne,  ont  recemment  prolonge  leur 
route  jusqu'aux  ports  de  T Amerique  Centrale,  avec  Tintention  de 
poursuivre  avant  peu  jusqu'a  San  Francisco. 

Comme  supplement  au  rapport  precite,  le  consul  general  Beau- 
PRfe  informe  le  Departement  d'Etat  dans  une  lettre  du  6  avril, 
que  le  Gouvernement  du  Guatemala  a  passe  un  contrat  avec  MM. 
May  &  Jekyll,  sujets  des  Etats-Unis,  pour  Texploitation  du 
chemin  de  fer  du  Nord.  Ces  messieurs  recevront  une  prime  de 
$40,000  par  mois.  M.  J.  T.  Norton,  un  americain,  a  ete  nomme 
directeur  general,  avec  residence  officielle  a  Puerto  Barrios.  Le 
contrat  est  entre  en  vigueur  le  15  avril. 

CONDITIONS  COMMERCIALES. 

D'apres  un  rapport  fran9ais  ofRciel,  public  dans  le  Nouveau 
Monde,  la  valeur  des  exportations  du  Guatemala  en  1896,  de 
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meme  que  pendant  les  annees  anterieures,  a  ete  de  beaucoup 
superieure  a  celle  des  importations.  Les  exportations  representent 
une  somme  de  23,085,000  piastres  et  les  importations  9,143,000 
piastres.  Le  rapport  dit  que  la  majeure  partie  des  grandes  planta- 
tions de  cafe  appartiennent  a  des  Allemands,  dont  la  plupart  ne 
resident  pas  dans  le  pays;  par  consequent,  les  benefices  vont  en 
AUemagne  au  lieu  d'etre  depenses  dans  le  pays. 

On  evalue  les  interets  allemands  au  Guatemala  a  plus  de 
150,000,000  marks  ($6,250,000  en  monnaie  des  Etats-Unis). 
Les  Allemands  ont  beaucoup  contribue  au  developpement  des 
ressources  agricoles  du  pays. 

Note. — La  piastre  guat6malienne  a  6t6  6valu6e  par  le  Directeur  de  rH6tel  des 
Monnaies  aux  Etats-Unis,  le  i*^  octobre  1897,  k  environ  42^^  cents  en  monnaie  des 
Etats-Unis. 


HONDURAS. 

CONCESSION   POUR   LA   CANALISATION    ET  LA   NAVIGATION 

DE  LA  RIVlfeRE  PATUCA. 

M.  W.  M.  Little,  consul  des  Etats-Unis  a  Tegucigalpa,  a 
infbrrne  le  Bureau  dans  une  communication  en  date  du  31  mars, 
que  le  congres  du  Honduras  dans  sa  derniere  seance  reguliere, 
a  accorde  a  John  E.  Wood  et  a  ses  associes  de  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
la  concession  pour  la  canalisation  et  la  navigation  de  la  riviere 
Patuca. 

Voici  un  resume  succinct  des  principales  conditions  de  la  con- 
cession : 

L'entrepreneur  s'engage  a  faire  construire  a  Tembouchure  de  la 
riviere  un  canal  qui  en  permettra  I'entree  aux  navires  d'un  faible 
tirant  d'eau.  II  sera  aussi  oblige  de  construire  un  quai  et  une 
maison  pour  la  douane.  De  plus,  il  sera  autorise  a  etablir  et  a 
exploiter  une  ligne  de  vapeurs  qui  feront  le  service  entre  I'em- 
bouchure  de  la  riviere  et  un  point  situe  a  environ  150  milles 
au-dessus. 

Apres  avoir  rempli  toutes  les  conditions  stipulees  et  enumerees 
ci-dessus,  le  concessionnaire  encaissera  les  droits  de  quai  imposes 
sur  tous  les  articles  d'importation  ou  d'exportation  qui  entreront 
dans  la  riviere;  il  aura  le  droit  exclusif  a  la  navigation  de  la 
riviere  au  moyen  de  vapeur,  ou  autrement,  pendant  une  periode 
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de  dix  ans,  et  il  aura  aussi  la  preference  en  matiere  de  concession 
pour  la  construction  d*un  chemin  de  fer  reliant  le  point  de  dep^j^ 
de  la  navigation  indique  ci-dessus,  a  tons  les  points  situes  daa.3  Ic 
departement  d'Olancho.  On  lui  fera  certaines  conditions  avar^tsi- 
geuses  pour  la  colonisation  de  cette  partie  du  pays.  II  aura  droit, 
en  plus,  a  100,000  hectares  de  terres  nationales. 

Le  consul  Little  ecrit  que  la  riviere  Patuca  est  le  cours  d'^au 
le  plus  important  du  pays,  et  que  si  cette  entreprise  de  navigation 
est  menee  a  bonne  fin,  le  transport  a  vapeur  sera  etabli  avec  k 
partie  du  Honduras  la  plus  riche  au  point  de  vue  de  Tagriculturc 


MEXIQUE. 

EXTRAITS  DU  MESSAGE  PRfiSIDENTIEL. 

Le  President  Diaz  a  envoye  son  message  au  congres  du  Mexig^'u^ 
le  icr  avril,  jour  d'ouverture  de  la  seance  reguliere.  II  felicite  Ic 
pays  sur  la  continuation  des  relations  favorables  et  amicales  qui 
ont  existe  pendant  de  longues  annees  avec  les  differentes  nations. 

Au  sujet  de  Tinstruction  publique,  il  dit  dans  son  message: 

Les  examens  semestriels  dans  les  institutions  d'enseignement  616mentairesiip^- 
rieur  de  la  capitale,  des  chefs-licux  de  prefectures  et  de  tcrritoires,  ont  cu  lieu 
avec  r6gularit6,  de  memc  que  les  examens  de  fin  d'ann6c  dans  toutes  les  holes 
616mentaires.     Le  nombre  de  ces  derniferes  a  augment^  consid6rablcmcnt  ct  Ic 
total  des  inscriptions  atteint  le  chiffre  de  56,638  6I^ves,  sans  compter  les  rap- 
ports du  district  du  sud  de  la  Basse-Californie  qui  n'ont  pas  encore  6ti  re^'J** 
Presque  toutes  les  6coles  nationales  sont  abondamment  pourvues  des  fourniturcs 
n^cessaires. 

Au  sujet  de  I'exploitation  miniere,  le  President  dit : 

Les  conditions  de  Tindustrie  miniire  sont  satisfaisantes.  Pendant  la  piriodc 
comprise  dans  ce  message  on  a  accord^  957  nouvelles  concessions  mini^res,  cou- 
vrant  8,297  lots  de  1  hectare  chacun ;  les  concessions  mini^res  accord^cs  con- 
form6ment  a  la  nouvelle  loi  du  pays  se  montent  a  7,476,  couvrant  unc  super^cic 
de  58,543  hectares. 

Les  exportations  de  min6raux  continuent  a  augmentcr,  car  on  pcut  voir  par 
les  donn6es  publi6es  jusqu'ici  que  la  valeur  des  min^raux  cxport6s  depuis  Icmoi' 
de  mai  jusqu*au  mois  de  novcmbre  de  la  meme  ann6e  s'est  61ev6e,  en  chiffrcJ 
ronds,  a  39,000,000  de  pesos,  contre  un  peu  plus  de  28,000,000  pour  Ic  ^^^^ 
semestrc  de  I'ann^e  1896.  Dans  ces  exportations  la  valeur  de  Targent  sc  cnJt»c 
a  34,000,000  de  pesos ;  celle  de  I'or  a  plus  de  3,000,000  et  celle  du  plo^^  * 
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1^200,000   de    pesos.      L'antimoine    et    le   zinc    se    trouvent    aussi    parmi   les 
exportations. 

On  pcut  avoir  une  id6e  du  mouvcment  dans  Tindustrie  miniire  en  constatant 
I'activit^  d6ploy6e  dans  quelques-uns  dcs  grands  6tablissements  m^tallurgiques 
fond^s  au  moyen  de  concessions  du  gouvernement.  La  fonderie  centrale 
d'Aguascalientes  a  re^u  pendant  l'ann6e  Hscale  1896-98,  102,349  tonnes  m^triques 
de  mineral  pour  fondre.  Pendant  la  meme  p^riode  la  fonderie  de  San  Luis  Potosi 
a  fondu  57,653  tonnes,  et  la  grande  fonderie  de  Monterey  185,730  tonnes. 
L'^tablissement  de  Velardef5a  a  Durango  a  fondu  53,240  tonnes.  La  Com- 
pagnie  de  Boleo,  dans  la  Basse-Californie,  a  fondu  171,000  tonnes  de  minerai  de 
cuivre,  et  celle  de  Mazapil,  1  5,000  tonnes  de  minerais  d'argent  et  de  cuivre. 

Le  President  donne  Passurance  que  I'agriculture  en  est  arrivee 
au  point  le  plus  avance  et  le  plus  favorable;  on  a  obtenu  pendant 
I'annee  derniere  de  bonnes  recoltes  qui  encouragent  I'avenir  de 
cette  Industrie  importante.  La  valeur  de  la  production  agricole 
pour  Pannee  1896  est  estimee  a  221,000  de  pesos,  sans  tenir 
compte  ni  du  betail,  ni  des  produits  des  forets,  ni  des  fruits. 

Le  Departement  de  Promotion  a  re9u  un  nombre  considerable 
de  demandes  de  concessions  pour  Tetablissement  de  Pirrigation  et 
de  la  force  motrice  des  eaux  sujettes  a  la  jurisdiction  federale.  On 
a  liberalement  accorde  ces  concessions  qui  ont  pour  objet  le  dcve- 
loppement  d'industries  d'une  grande  importance  pour  le  pays. 

Le  message  dit  que  pendant  Tintervalle  de  temps  qui  s'est 
ccoule  depuis  la  derniere  reunion  du  Congres,  il  a  ete  accorde 
aux  particuliers,  conformement  aux  patentes,  419,000  hectares  de 
terres  publiques. 

Au  sujet  de  la  colonisation,  le  President  dit  en  efFet,  que  cer- 
tains resultats  satisfaisants  ont  ete  obtenus,  mais  non  en  rapport 
avec  les  occasions  et  les  facilites  ofFertes  par  le  pays.  II  y  a  grand 
l>esoin  d'immigration  etrangere,  composee  de  personnes  pouvant 
disposer  d'un  capital  et  ayant  Tintention  de  developper  les  occasions 
industrielles  qu'ofFre  le  pays. 

On  a  beaucoup  fait,  mais  il  reste  encore  beaucoup  a  faire  pour 
rarnelioration  des  principaux  ports  maritimes  du  pays.  Les 
travaux  de  construction  du  port  de  la  Vera  Cruz  se  poursuivent 
avec  beaucoup  d*energie  et  de  regularite.  lis  permettent  aux 
>^apeurs  de  cabotage  de  s'amarrer  aux  quais.  Les  brise-lames  que 
MM.  Pearson  &  Fils  sont  en  train  de  construire  seront  acheves 
dans  un  delai  raisonnable  et  le  port  de  la  Vera  Cruz  deviendra 
alors  Pun  des  plus  beaux  et  des  plus  commodes  du  Globe.  A 
Bull.  Ko.  11 14 
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Tampico,  la  construction  de  voies  maritimes  et  de  brise-iames  sc 
poursuit  d'une  maniere  satisfaisante.     Dans  le  port  de  Coatzacoa- 
leos,  on  a  creuse  un  canal  de  quatre  metres  de  profondeur  par 
rapport  a  la  maree  moyenne,  qui  permet  aux  navires  d'un  tirant 
considerable  d'eau,  de  passer  la  barre  et  de  monter  la  riviere.    Un 
contrat  a  ete  conclu  avec  MM.  Pearson  &  Fils  pour  la  construc- 
tion d'un  bon  port  avec  des  jetees  convenables  a  Salina  Cruz,  Ic 
point  terminus  sur  le  Pacifique  du  chemin  de  fer  de  Tehuantc- 
pec.     Une  ligne  de  navires  a  vapeur  a  ete  etablie  entre  la  Vera 
Cruz  et  Port  Arthur,  avec  escale  a  Tampico  et  a  Galveston. 

Le  message  dit  que  depuis  septembre  1897,  ^'  ^  ^^^  construit 
350  kilometres  de  chemins  de  fer.  La  longueur  totale  des  ligncs 
de  chemins  de  fer  dans  la  Republique  est  actuellement  de  1 1,364 

kilometres ;  ce  nombre  est  un  peu  au-dessous  de  celui  donne  dans 
le  message  presidentiel  precedent,  parce  qu'on  a  permis  a  plusieurs 
compagnies  de  cesser  Texploitation  de  leurs  lignes,  qui,  d'apres 
elles,  n'etaient  pas  profitables.  On  a  ajoute  234  kilometres  aui 
lignes  de  tramways. 

La  vente  des  timbres-poste  montre  que  les  correspondanccs  ont 
augmente  considerablement  dans  le  semestre  dernier.  Les  bons 
de  poste  accusent  une  augmentation  de  40  pour  cent;  le  nombre 
des  bureaux  de  poste  et  des  agences  postales  a  ete  tres  augmente. 
On  a  beaucoup  aggrandi  et  ameliore  le  systeme  telegraphique 
federal.  Depuis  septembre,  on  a  construit  576  kilometres  de 
nouvelles  lignes  et  ameliore  les  anciennes  lignes. 

Au  sujet  des  finances,  le  President  dit  qu'aucun  changemcnt 
important  ne  s'est  produit  ni  dans  la  condition  financiere  du  pa\'S, 
ni  dans  le  Tresor  Federal.  Quant  aux  banques,  il  dit  que  la  loi 
actuelle  regissant  les  banques  continue  a  recevoir  Papprobation  du 
Pouvoir  Executif  II  y  a  maintenant  dans  la  Republique  13 
banques  d'emission  en  activite  et  2  banques  nationales  taisant 
les  affaires  dans  la  capitale  et  ayant  de  nombreuses  succursales 
dans  le  pays. 

AClfiRIE  DE  CHIHUAHUA. 

On  ecrit  dans  le  journal  "Iron  Trade  Review'*  que  la  Well- 
man  Seaver  Engineering  Company  a  entrepris  la  construction 
d'une  nouvelle  acierie  a  foyer  ouvert  dans  la  ville  de  Chihuahua, 
Mexique.  Les  Etats-Unis  fourniront  la  majeure  partie  du  capital 
et  une  nouvelle  compagnie  en  a  entrepris  Pexploitation.    Ce  sera 
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la  premiere  acierie  dans  la  Republique  du  Mexique.  L'etablisse- 
ment  sera  moderne  sous  tdus  les  rapports,  pourvu  d'appareils  per- 
fectionnes,  de  maniere  a  eviter  le  plus  de  travail  possible. 

La  "Compania  Industrial  Mexicana"  a  actuellement  en  activite 

a  Chihuahua,  une  lamineriequi  a  ete  etablie  en  1892.  Le  mobilier 
consiste  en  deux  fourneaux  "Siemens"  a  gaz;  trois  trains  de  cyl- 
indres  (de  8,  12  et  20  pouces);  un  marteau  de  1,500  livres  et  sept 
machines  pour  couper  les  clous.  La  production  annuelle  est  de 
10,000  tonnes  de  fer  en  barres  pour  le  commerce,  de  boulons, 
d'ecrous,  de  rondelles  et  de  fers  a  cheval,  et  12,000  barils  de  clous. 
La  ferraille  qui  abonde  au  Mexique  fournit  la  matiere  premiere. 
L'acierie  a  foyer  ouvert  sera  etablie  pres  de  la  laminerie,  et  on  se 
servira  surtout  de  la  ferraille  pour  la  fabrication  de  Tacier.  II  y  a 
des  gisements  locaux  de  minerais  de  fer  sec,  mais  ils  n'ont  pas 
encore  ete  exploites. 

VOIES    CONDUISANT    AUX    PRINCIPAUX    CENTRES    COMiMER- 

CIAUX. 

Le  rapport  suivant  montre  les  difFerentes  voies  par  lesquelles  on 
peut  expedier  et  faire  entrer  des  marchandises  sur  les  principaux 
marches  du  pays. 

VILLE  DE  MEXICO. 

Via  port  dc  la  Vera  Cruz  et  Ic  Chcmin  de  fer  Mcxicain  ou  le  Chemin  de  fer 
Mexicain  Interoc6anique. 

Via  port  de  Tampico  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  Central  du  Mexique. 

Via  Douane  de  la  frontifere  de  Laredo  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  National  du  Mexique. 

Via  Douane  de  la  frontifere  de  Piedras  Negras  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  International 
du  Mexique  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  Central  du  Mexique. 

Via  Douane  de  la  frontifere  de  Paso  del  Norte  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  Central  du 
Mexique. 

VILLE  DE  GUADALAJARA. 

Via  port  de  la  Vera  Cruz  et  Mexico,  et  de  la  par  le  Chemin  de  fer  Central 
du  Mexique. 

Via  port  de  Tampico  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  Central  du  Mexique. 

Via  Douane  de  la  frontifere  de  Piedras  Negras,  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  Interna- 
tional du  Mexique  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  Central  du  Mexiqne. 

Via  Douane  de  la  frontifere  de  Paso  del  Norte  et  le  le  Chemin  de  fer  Central 
du  Mexique. 

VILLE  DE  PUEBLA. 

Via  port  de  la  Vera  Cruz  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  Mexicain,  ou  le  Chemin  de  fer 
Interoc6anique  du  Mexique. 
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Via  Tune  ou  I'autre  des  Douanes  de  la  fronti^re  du  Nord,  passant  par  la  Viile 

dc  Mexico,  ct  le  Chemin  de  fcr  Mexicain  ou  Ic  Chemin  defer  Interoc6aniqucdu 

Mexique. 

VILLE  DE  SAN  LUIS  POTOSI. 

Via  port  dc  Tampico  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  Central  du  Mexique. 
Via  Douane   de  la  frontifere  de   Laredo  et  la  Chemin  de  fcr  National  du 
Mexique. 

VILLE  DE  MONTEREY. 

Via  port  de  Tampico  et  le  Chemin  dc  fer  de  Monterey  ct  du  Golfe. 
Via  Douane  de  la  frontifere  de  Laredo  et   le  Chemin   dc   fcr  National  da 
Mexique. 

VILLE  DE  CHIHUAHUA. 

Via  Douane  dc  la  frontifere  de  Piedras  Negras  et  le  Chemin  dc  fer  Interna- 
tional du  Mexique. 

Via  port  de  la  Vera  Cruz  et  Mexico,  de  la  par  le  Chemin  de  fcr  Central  du 
Mexique  et  le  Chemin  de  fer  International  du  Mexique. 

Via  port  de  Tampico,  le  Chemin  de  fcr  Central  du  Mexique  ct  Ic  Chemin 
de  fer  International  du  Mcjpique. 

VILLE  D'OAXACA. 

Via  port  dc  la  Vera  Cruz,  et  de  la  par  le  Chemin  de  fer  du  Sud  du  Mexique, 
Via  Tune  ou  I'autre  des  Douanes  fronti^res  du  Nord  ct  Mexico  a  Pucbla,ct 
dc  la  par  le  Chemin  dc  fer  du  Sud  du  Mexique. 


SAINT  DOMING.UE. 

AUGMENTATION  DE  TARIF. 

Le  Gouvernement  Dominicain  a  fait  dans  le  tarit*  des  douanes 
de  ce  pays  les  modifications  suivantes,  qui  entreront  en  vigucur 
le  J"  avril  1898: 

Article  1.  II  sera  ct66  sur  les  droits  de  douane  actuellement  en  vigucur  unc 
surtaxe  de  dix  pour  cent,  destin^e  cxclusivement  a  la  garantie  et  au  rcmbourse- 
ment  des  obligations  contract^cs  par  le  gouvernement  dans  les  operations  qui  sc 
poursuivent  pour  la  conversion  de  la  dette  cxt6rieurc,  d6nomm6e  **  Bons  en  or 
consolid^s,  4  pour  cent,  1893,"  et  **consolid6s  Reclamation  franco-amtoam* 

1895." 

Article  2.  Le  temps  pendant  lequel  la  surtaxe  arret6e  dans  Tarticlc  pru- 
dent sera  appliqu^c,  d6pendra  du  comit^  cx6cutif  et  sera  r^gie  commc illc  jugcra 
n^cessairc. 
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VENEZUELA. 

CONTRAT  D^IMMIGRATION. 

M.  W.  W.  RussEL,  Secretaire  de  la  Legation  a  Caracas,  trans- 
met  sous  date  du  lo  Janvier  au    Departement  d'Etat  le  texte 
complet  du  contrat  fait  par  le  Gouvernement  de  Venezuela  avec 
LuDovico    DoTTi,   sujet    italien,   par    lequel    M.   Dotti    et    ses 
associes  s'engagent  a  emmener  au  Venezuela  1,000  families  ita- 
Hennes  par  an,  la  condition  etant  que  les  membres  males  de  ces 
families  doivent  etre   des  agriculteurs,  c'est-a-dire,  posseder  une 
connaissance  elementaire  de  Tagriculture,  n'avoir  pas  moins  de  18 
ans,  jouir  d'une  bonne  sante  et  etre  moralises.     M.  Dotti  s'oblige 
a  construire  des  maisons  et  les  batiments  necessaires  pour  Tusage 
des   colons  et  leur  fournir  les  ustensiles  et  instruments  dont  ils 
auront  besoin  pour  leurs  travaux;  il  s'oblige  encore  a  clever  dans 
chaque  colonic  une  eglise  et  un  batiment  pour  bureaux  publics 
^t    ecoles.     Le  Gouvernement   exempte  d'impots  les  differentes 
niunicipalites  pour  une  pcriode  de  3  ans  et  leur  accorde  chaque 
^nn^e   la   libre   entree   de   tous  les   instruments,  machines,  efFets 
personnels  et  materiels  metalliques  pour  1,000  maisons,  leur  garan- 
^'ssant  en  outre  les  materiaux  pour  ponts  et  cours  d'eau.     Tous 
*^s  droits  civils  jouis  par  les  citoyens  de  Venezuela  sont  etendus 
^^X:  colons,  qui  peuvent  choisir  eux-memes  un  genre  quelconque 
^^  culture ;  mais  afin  d'encourager  la  viticulture  et  la  culture  du 
^1^,  on  emploiera  un  tiers  de  toutes  les  terres  qui  sont  appropriees, 
^  ^es  deux  cultures.     La  compagnie  aura  droit  aux  mines  trouvees 
^^ns  ces  terrains. 

-Apres  3  ans  de  sejour  et  de  travail  agricole,  M.  Dotti  doit  don- 
^^r  a  chaque  famille  la  maison  qui  lui  a  etc  d'abord  attribuee,  et 
^  ^haque  membre  de  la  famille  3  hectares  (741  acres)  des  6  hec- 
tar^^s  (14.82  acres)  de  terres  de  culture  qui  aient  ete  attribuees  a 
^^lle-ci.  La  compagnie  s'oblige  a  etablir  une  ligne  reguliere  de 
^^risatlantiques  entre  le  Venezuela  et  Tltalie  qui  feradeux  voyages 
^  ^Uer  et  retour  par  mois  entre  ces  pays,  s'arretant  a  Leghorn, 
^-*^nes,  Barcelona,  TenerifFe,  Trinidad,  La  Guayra,  et  Puerto- 
^^bello.  Ces  bateaux  pourront  s'ils  le  desirent  s'arreter  a  d'autres 
P^t'ts.     Ils   doivent   transporter    les   malles-poste    et    les    paquets 
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postaux  entre  ces  differents  ports  sans  remuneration  de  la  part  du 
Gouvernement  National.     La  compagnie  aura  le  droit  d'etablir  le 
trafic  cotier  entre  n'importe  quels  ports  de  la  Republique.    M. 
DoTTi  s'oblige  a  etablir  dans  une  periode  de  3  ans  une  banque 
avec     un     capital     souscrit     d'au     moins     20,000,000   bolivars 
($3,960,000),    dont    25    pour   cent   seront   conserves   en  caisse 
comme  fonds  de  garantie ;  la  banque  emploiera  son  capital  a  faire 
des  prets  aux  colons  pour  le  developpement  de  Tagriculture  et 
I'elevage  du  betail.     Les  fonctions  de  cette  banque  seront  doubles, 
une  branche  pour  Pescompte,  la  circulation  et  remission  de  monnaie, 
et  Pautre  hypothecaire.     La  premiere  est  autorisee  a  emettre  des 
notes  jusqu'a  la  valeur  de  50  pour  cent  de  son  capital  et  la  banque 
hypothecaire  ne  pourra  pas  recevoir  plus  de  7  pour  cent  sur  ses 
prets,  les  remboursements  doivent  etre   efFectues  a  des  epoques 
convenables  pour  les  debiteurs. 

Le  contrat  contient  d'autres  nombreuses  stipulations,  mais  ^^s 
mentionnees  ci-dessus  sont  les  principales. 

NOUVEAU  MINISTfeRE. 

Le  Cabinet  Venezuelien  actuel  a  etc  forme  de  la  maniere   ^^^' 
vante : 

Ministre  dc  Plnt^rieur Le  G6n6ral  Zoilo  Bello  RooRicue^^'* 

Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrang^rcs Le  G6n6ral  Juan  CalcaRo  Math  s^' 

Ministre  des  Finances Le  General  Manuel  Antonio  Ma'^'^^  ' 

Ministre  du  Credit  Public M.  CXrlos  V.  Echeverria. 

Ministre  de  TAgriculture,  dcl'Industrie 

et  du  Commerce Le  G6n6ral  Nicolas  Rolando. 


Ministre  des  Postes  et  du  T616graphe.  .M.  le  Docteur  Jos£  Loreto  ARisib^  ^^^ 

Ministre  des  Travaux  Publics M.  le  Docteur  Alberto  Smith. 

Ministre  de  la  Guerre^et  de  la  Marine.  .Le  G6n6ral  Antonio  Fernandez. 

Ministre  de  Tlnstruction  Publique M.  le  Docteur  Bernardino  Mosqi^   ^st^a. 

Gouverneur  du  District  F6d6ral Le  G6n6ral  Francisco  Batalla. 

Secretaire  G6n6ral Vicente  Betancourt,  A. 


MUSEES  COMMERCIAUX  DE  PHILADELPK   I E. 

PRODUCTIONS  DE  L'AMfiRIQUE  CENTRALE. 

M.  le  docteur  Gustave   Niederlin,  chef  de  la  section  ^^\^" 
tifique  des  M  usees  commerciaux,  vient  de  rentrer  a  Philade 


hie 


apres  un  voyage  de  huit  moisdans  les  Republiques  de  rAme^K^*^^"^ 
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trale.  M.  Niederlin  a  fait  visite  aux  representants  des  diffe- 
>  gouvernements  qui  I'ont  aide  par  tous  les  moyens  possibles 
.  sa  recherche  de  donnees  commerciales.  U  a  aussi  etabli  des 
orts  qui  seront  d'une  grande  utilite  aux  Musees.  Par  suite  de 
ifTorts,  il  a  obtenu  que  chaque  nation  designe  une  commission 
gee  de  faire  une  collection  de  ses  productions  pour  les  Musees. 
aq  Salvador,  des  arrangements  ont  ete  conclus  par  lesquels  les 
esentants  du  gouvernement  remettront  a  Philadelphie  des 
intillons  classes  et  feront  expedier,  par  Tintermediaire  des 
jees,  des  echantillons  en  double,  a  d'autres  institutions  sembla- 
qui  desirent  en  recevoir. 

>e  leur  cote,  les  Musees  s*engagent  a  fournir  a  San  Salvador 
echantillons  en  double  provenant  des  autres  pays,  aux  frais  du 
/ernement  de  San  Salvador.  M.  Niederlin,  pendant  son 
ige,  a  vu  tous  les  membres  du  Conseil  international  des  Musees 
ont  assiste  a  la  reunion,  tenue  dans  la  ville  de  Philadelphie  le 
;  de  juin  dernier.  Le  ''Traffic,"  journal  public  dans  cette 
iere  ville,  fait  connaitre  que  M.  Niederlin  a  re9u  de  ces 
iieurs  Texpression  de  la  grande  sympathie  qui  existe  dans  ce 

pour  les  Etats-Unis  et  du  desir  qu'ils  ont  d'encourager 
relations  commerciales  avec  ce  pays.  Les  transactions  com- 
:iales  entre  les  Etats-Unis  et  les  pays  de  TAmerique  du  Sud, 
^I.  Niederlin,  ont  augmente  considerablement  par  suite  des 
ts  de  ces  delegues,  et  les  impressions  qu'ils  ont  ressenties  pen- 

leur  sejour  aux  Etats-Unis  ont  eu  pour  resultat  d'augmenter 
•ret  s'attachant  deja  a  la  reunion  qui  doit  avoir  lieu  Tannee 
haine. 


ETATS  DE  L'AMERIQUE  DU  SUD  ET  DU 

CENTRE. 

RESSOURCES  MINfiRALES. 

ne  brochure  recemment  publiee  par  1"' Orinoco  Company 
nited)"  contient  un  rapport  interessant  sur  les  minerais  de  T Ame- 
e  du  Sud.  Quoiqu'il  soit  reconnu  en  general  que  les  ressources 
Etats  de  TAmerique  du  Sud  et  du  Centre  en  minerais  de  fer 
?  charbon  de  terre  soient  tres  considerables,  on  sait  tres  peu 
hoses  sur  ces   minerais.     Toutefois  il  est  tres  probable  que 


I 
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dans  quelques  annees,  ces  produits  occuperont  une  place  impor- 
tante  parmi  les  exportations  du  pays. 

Dans  la  Colombie,  on  a  trouve  des  gisements  considerables  de 
magnesie  et  d'hematite  rouge  et  brune.     Dans  les  montagnes  de 
Santa  Marta,  il  existe  un  grand  gisement  de  magnesie,  et  a  peu 
de  distance  on  trouve  des  depots  de  pierre  a  chaux  et  de  charbon 
de  terre.     Selon  les  demiers  rapports  re9us  du  Venezuela,  Pexploi- 
tation  des  gisements  de  minerais  de  Bessemer  se  poursuit  rapide- 
ment.     Ces  gisements  existent  sur  une  longueur  de  2  milles  et 
demi,  et  une  largeur  d'un  demi  mille.     Le  terrain  ou  se  trouve  le 
minerai  s'incline  en  pentes  regulieres  jusqu'a  la  riviere  et  les  ba- 
teaux peuvent  s'y  charger  a  n'importe  quelle  profondeur.     L'"  Ori- 
noco Company,"  a  qui  ces  gisements  appartiennent,  dit  que  la 
quantite  moyenne  de  fer  contenue  dans  le  minerai  est  de  67  pour   ^ 
cent  environ,  tandis  que  la  quantite  du  phosphore  est  si  petite  qu^^ 
c'est  a  peine  si  Ton  en  trouve  un  vestige  dans  quelques  analyses 
et  la  quantite,  en  moyenne,  ne  depasse  pas  .02  pour  cent 

En  plus  de  ces  gisements,  il  y  en  a  de  grands  dans  les  moi 
tagnes  de  Timataca,  mais  on  n'a  encore  fait  aucun  rapport  sur  Ic 
etendue  et  leur  qualite. 


COMMUNICATION  PAR  BATEAUX  A  VAPEUR 
ENTRE  NEW  YORK,  LES  PORTS  BR^SILIEISS, 
MONTEVIDEO  ET  BUENOS  AYRES. 

M.  Francois  S.  Jones,  Secretaire  de  la  Legation  des  K^^^ 
Unis  a  Buenos  Ayres,  a  envoy e  au  Departement  d'Etat  un  '''^P^ 
port  etendu  sur  le  commerce  et  les  communications  par  bateai-*^  ^ 
vapeur  entre  les  Etats-Unis  et  la  cote  atlantique  de  TAmeri^"^ 
du  Sud,  dans  lequel  il  donne  aussi  des  indications  et  presente  ^^^ 
arguments  en  faveur  de  I'etablissement  d'une  ligne  americain^  ^^ 
vapeurs  pour  faire  le  service  entre  les  ports  de  ces  contrees. 

Pendant  les  dernieres  annees  les  conditions  changeantes,  cS^^ 
principalement  au  systeme  douanier  des  deux  pays,  ont  empS:^^ 
tout  developpement  permanent  du  commerce  entre  la  Republi^^ 
Argentine  et  les  Etats-Unis;  malgre  ces  circonstances,  notrecr^^^' 
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e  avec  ce  pays  a  augmente  graduellement,  comme  le  demontre 
)leau  suivant: 


Ann^e. 


Exportations 

des  Etats-Unis 

k  destination  de 

r  Argentine. 


$2,  927,  488 
4,  979,  696 
4, 862, 746 

4,  456,  163 

5,  979,  046 

6,  072,  478 


Importations 

aux  Etats-Unia 

provenant  de 

I'Argentine. 


$5.  343.  798 
5. 239,  095 
3,  497, 030 
7.  675,  270 

9.  313.  385 
10,  772,  627 


voit  que  le  commerce  entre  les  Etats-Unis  et  la  R6publique  Argentine 
:lev6  en  1897  a  $16,845,105,  soit  une  plus-value  de  $8,573,819  sur  le 
?rce  de  ces  pays  en  1892. 

Igr6  que  le  commerce  des  Etats-Unis  avec  I'Uruguay  et  le  Br6sil  soit  rest^ 
pr^s  stationnaire,  il  est  toutefois  si  consid6rable,  surtout  avec  le  Br^sil, 
i6rite  d'etre  mentionn^  pour  bien  d6montrer  ce  sujet. 

Commerce  des  Etats-  Unis  avec  I*  Uruguay  et  le  BrhiL 


Uruguay. 


Ann^. 


erce  ,  Anglais 
>) 


Exportations  k. 


$939.  030 
960,  606 

X.415.  171 
I,  262,001 
I,  481,  200 


Importationsde. 


$2,  480,  890 
1,623,380 

1,419.573 

2,  699,  684 

3,  242,  428 


Br^sil. 


Exportations  k. 


$14,  291,  873 
12, 388, 124 

13,  866,006 
15.  165.070 

14,  258,  187 


Importations  de. 


5l8,  633,  604 
76,  222,  138 

79.360,159 
78,831,476 

71,  060,  046 


5,  407,  678 


1*568,354    32,430,376 


19,727,151 


L  diminution  sensible  dans  les  exportations  au  Bresil  en  1893 
ue  principalement  a  la  revoke  de  la  marine  pendant  cette 
*  et  aux  efFets  desastreux  qui  en  ont  etc  la  suite.  II  est 
lant,  quand  on  considere  le  montant  actuel  de  ce  commerce, 
icune  compagnie  americaine  de  transport  n'ait  essaye  a 
r  en  concurrence  pour  s'emparer  d*unte  partie  de  ce  commerce. 
!S  lignes  de  vapeurs  "Norton"  et  "  Prince"  (lignes  anglaises) 
les  seules  qui  font  un  service  regulier  entre  New  York  et 
los  Ayres.  La  ligne  "Norton"  fait  le  service  bi-mensuel 
t  de  New  York  a  Montevideo  et  Buenos  Ayres,  mais  elle 
it  pas  escale  aux  ports  bresiliens  dans  ses  voyages  d'aller. 
bateaux   de   la   ligne   "Prince,"  qui  sont  des   bateaux   de 
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marchanaises  avec  place  pour  un  nombre  limite  de  vo}ageurs, 
font  un  service  bi-mensuel  entre  le  point  terminus  precite,  s'arretant 
dans  leur  voyage  du  nord  a  Santos,  Rio,  Bahia  et  Pernambuco. 
Les  bateaux  les  plus  rapides  de  cette  ligne  mettent  vingt-huit 
jours  en  moyenne  pour  faire  le  trajet. 

La  Compagnie  anglaise  **  Lamport  &  Holt "  a  un  bateau  de  marchandiscs  quj 
fait  le  service  entre  new  York  et  Buenos  Ayres  une  fois  par  mois.     Les  vapeurs 
r6guliers  de  voyageurs  sur  cette  ligne  ont  pour  point  terminus  sud,  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
ou  ils  donnent  des  correspondances  a  leurs  voyageurs  allant  a  Buenos  Ayres  pour 
les  diffiJrents  navires  des  lignes  europ6ennes  qui  font  escale  a  Rio  de  Janeiro,  en 
route  pour   Buenos  Ayres.     En  plus  de  ces  lignes,  il   y  a  aussi  un  service  de 
bateaux  tri-mensuel  entre  New  York  et  Pari.     Ces  bateaux  sont  de  1,50032,000 
tonnes,  ce  qui  est  fr^quemment  insufflsant,  et  les  marchandises  restent  par  con- 
sequent sur  les  quais,  ce  qui  cause  un  d61ai  de  dix  jours  pour  leur  expedition. 

Les  vapeurs  de  la  "Lamport  &  Holt  Line  "mettent  22  a  23  jours  en  moyenne, 
pour  faire  le  trajet  entre  New  York  et  Rio  de  Janeiro.     Ajoutez  a  ceci,  lesquatre 
jours  de  voyage  de  Rio  a  Buenos  Ayres  par  les  navires  les  plus  rapides,  toucham 
a  ce  port  en  venant  de  TEurope,  et  vous  verrez  qu*il  faut  de  27  a  28  jours  pour 
faire  le  voyage  de  New  York  a  Buenos  Ayres,  sans  compter  les  retards  que  Ton 
peut  6prouver  a  Rio,  les  navires  ne  correspondant  pas  toujours  a  date  fixe. 

Voici  les  prix  en  or  du  charbon,  et  voici  aussi  les  ports  les  plus  propiccs  pout 
faire  des  approvisionnements  de  charbon;  ces  donn^es  sont  extraites  d'un  rapp<>^^ 
officiel  fait  par  un  navire  de  guerre  des  Etats-Unis  pour  Tann^e  1897,  au  su^J^^ 
des  approvisionnements  de  charbon. 


Place. 


Les  Bermudes 
Santa  Lucia. .  . 

Barbade 

Pernambuco .  . 


Rio  de  Janeiro 
Buenos  Avres. 


Esp^e  de  charbon.  I     Prix. 


Facilitds  pour  prendre  k  bord  1« 
charbon. 


Pocahontas 
....do  .... 
Cardiff .... 
....do  .... 


Welsh. 
Cardiff 


$7.14 

4.32 
6.09 

8.88 


9-73 
7.50 


Bonnes;  par  gabarres. 
Excellences;  par  le  quai. 
Bonnes;  par  gabarres. 
Assez   bonnes;    par  gabarres^  ^   ef 

bonnes   k   I'int^rieur  des  bi^i*^*- 

lames  ou  rfecifs. 
Bonnes;  par  gabarres. 
Bonnes;  par  le  quai. 


Quoique  les  prix  du  charbon  varient  naturellement  dans  ces  ports,  on  pcut 
consid^rer  les  chiffres  ci-dessus  comme  moyenne  des  prix  obtenus  pendant  cts 
derniferes  ann^es. 

Les  principales  exportations  des  Etats-Unis  au  Bresil  dans 
rUruguay  et  dans  la  Republique  Argentine  sont:  le  bois  a^ 
charpente,  les  machines  agricoles,  le  petrole  et  les  marchandiscs 
diverscs,  telles  que :  la  quincaillerie,  le  fer,  les  oucils,  les  agr^'^^ 
et  les  cotonnades. 

Les   principales    importations    des    Etats-Unis   provenant  du 
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Bresil  sont:  le  cafe,  le  sucre  et  le  caoutchouc;  de  P Uruguay,  les 
cuirs  et  la  laine;  et  de  la  Republique  Argentine,  les  cuirs,  la 
laine,  les  graines  de  lin,  le  crin  et  le  sucre. 

Voici  les  tarifs  de  fret  pour  les  principaux  articles  d'exportation 
?td*importation: 


Article. 


!uenos Ayres il  New  York, 
io  de  Janeiro  h,  New  York . 

ahia  a  New  York 

ernambuco  k  New  York . . 
ira  k  New  York 


?w  York  k  Pernambuco 
w  York  k  Bahia 


Fret  divers  . . 

Caf6 

Caf6  et  Sucre. 

Sucie 

Caoutchouc. . 


w  York  k  Rio  de  Janeiro 


Fret  divers 
....do..., 
....do  .... 


A  raison  de. 


$5  par  tonne  et  $4  par  pied  cube. 

35  cents  par  sac. 

35  cents  par  sac  et$3.65  par  tonne. 

$2.40  k  $3.65  par  tonne. 

$8  par  tonne  ;  25  cents  par  pied 

cube. 
30  cents  par  pied  cAbeet  10  pour 

cent  de  primage.  I 
41  cents  par  pied  cube  et  10  pour 

cent  de  primage.' 
30  cents  par  pied  cube  et  10  pour 

cent  de  primage. 


On  evalue  les  importations  et  exportations  entre  New  York  et 
^  ruguay,  et  la  Republique  Argentine  pendant  les  annees  fiscales 
1895  et  1896,  de  la  maniere  suivante: 


New 

York. 

18 

Pays. 

1895. 

96. 

Importations. 

Exportations. 

Importations. 

Exportations. 

^sil 

• 

$69,  298,  288 
2,  572.  254 

4.  127.  597 

$11,091,495 
1,020,958 
3,  780,  no 

$63,  713,  131 
2.  759.  933 
5.  135.419 

$10,674,519 
I,  162,928 
4. 574.  328 

-4  Kuav 

&**•*/ 

F>ublique  Argentine  . 

Total 

73.998,139 

15,881,563 

71,607,413 

16,411,775 

• 

^I.  Jones  dit  que  le  commerce  total  entre  New  York,  le  Bresil, 
Jruguay  et  la  Republique  Argentine  en  1895-96  (annee  qui 
^te  prise  comme  moyenne),  s'est  eleve  a  $103,013,339,  trans- 
>Tte  par  184  voiliers,  dont  le  tonnage  total  etait  de  116,558 
nnes,  et  par  331  vapeurs  d'un  tonnage  total  de  470,941  tonnes, 
ir  ce  nombre  de  bateaux,  il  y  avait  seulement  71  voiliers  de 
tionalite  amcricaine,  representant  un  tonnage  de  ^8,724  tonnes, 
Suant  aux  vapeurs,  il  n'y  en  avait  pas  un  seul  portant  le  drapeau 
^^ricain. 
Les    lignes    de    vapeurs    "  Lamport  &:    Holt,"    "  Newton "  et 
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"  Prince"  ne  sont  pas  subventionnees,  cependant  on  affirme  danscc 
rapport  qu'elles  sont  dans  un  etat  trcs  prospere  et  le  bruit  court 
que  les  di^idendes  annuels  sont  de  15  a  20  pour  cent. 

II  resulte  des  faits  et  chifFres  donnes  par  M.  Jones  que  non 
seulement  le  besoin  se  fait  sentir  d'une  ligne  de  na vires  portant  Ic 
drapeau  amcricain,  mais  qu'il  se  presente  une  grande  occasion 
pour  Pctablissement  d'une  ligne  aniericaine  de  bateaux  a  vapcur 
entre  les  ports  des  Etats-Unis  et  ceux  du  Bresil,  de  TUruguayct 
de  la  Republique  Argentine. 

Le  rapport  indique  la  grandeur  et  la  vitesse  des  navires  requis 
pour  ce  service  particulier;  de  meme  que  les  routes,  les  stations 
de  charbons  et  les  bons  ports  d'arret. 

La  loi  relative  au  sujet  de  la  remuneration  p)our  le  transport 
des  malles-postes  des  Etats-Unis  est  redigee  comme  suit: 

Conform6ment  a  1 'article  3  de  Pacte  approuv6  le  3  mars  1891,  le  Gouvernc- 
mcnt  des  Etats-Unis  accorde  a  toute  compagnie  am^ricaine  dc  vapcurs  qui  sera 
organis^e,  la  somme  de  $2  par  millc  pour  chaque  voyage  d'aller  pour  le  trans- 
port des  malles-postes  des  Etats-Unis,  pourvu  : 

(1)  Que  ses  navires  soient  construits  aux  Etats-Unis. 

(2)  Qu'ils  soient  construits  en  ter  ou  en  acier. 

(3)  fi^'^^^  soient  construits  de  fagon  a  pouvoir  etre  convertis  en  croiscurs 
auxiliaires  en  temps  de  guerre. 

(4)  Qu'J^s  puissent  maintenir  une  vitesse  de  16  noeuds  per  heurc  en  temps 
ordinaires. 

(5)  6"'i^s  poss^dent  un  gros  tonnage  enregistr6  d*au  moins  5,000  tonnes. 
C'est  sous  une  clause  semblable  du  meme  acte  que  la  '*  International  Naviga-   " 

tion  Company"  a  pu  s'organiser,  se  d6velopper  et  atteindre  le  premier  rang 
parmi  les  grandes  lignes  de  navigation  a  vapeur  qui  relient  maintenant  I'Europc 
aux  Etats-Unis. 


MISCELLANIES  COMMERCIALES. 

RfiPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

L'industrie  du  Fromage  et       Un  rapport  officiel   sur   la    Republique   Argentine  fait 
duBeurre.  connaltrc  que  Tindustrie  du  beurre  prend  des  proportions 

considerables ;  les  exportations  annuelles  de  cet  article  s*61^vent  actuellcmcnt 
a  15,000  caisses,  tandis  qu*il  y  a  quelques  ann6es  on  importait  presque  tout  Ic 
beurre  consomm6  dans  la  Republique.  Une  compagnie  anglaise  a  achet^  une 
fabrique  deja   etabli   a   Tandil,   dans  la   Province  de  Buenos  Ayres  et  comptc 
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en  augmcntcr  la  production  sur  unc  grande  6chellc.     Cctte  cntreprisc  a,  sans  con- 
tredit  un  bel  avenir  car  le  lait  et  la  creme  abondent  dans  le  pays.     La  pro- 
duction du  fromage  fabriqu6  dans  les  maisons  a  remplac6  I'importation. 
LnmiftretiiMtriqaeiiBQenos     La  municipality  dc  Bucnos   Ayrcs  a  pass6  un  contrat 
^y^^'  avcc  la  Compafiia  General  de  Electricidad,  de  cette  ville, 

pour  r^clairage  des  rues  par  l'61ectricit6.  Pour  commencer,  on  installera  imm6- 
diatement  300  lampes  Amperes  de  huit  bougies  chacune.  Voici  les  prix:  Pour 
1 20  lampes  brulant  toute  la  nuit,  $27  chacune;  pour  180  lampes  brulant  jusqu'a 
une  heure  du  matin,  ^20.25.  De  cette  mani^re  on  supprimera  990  lampes  a 
gaz  qui  coQtent  maintenant  $7  chacune.  Le  premier  contrat  sera  pour  un  an 
seulement,  en  attendant  de  la  part  du  gouvernement  I'autorisation  de  prolonger 
le  contrat. 
Ezportaion  de  Btftaii  sar  Le  **  Butchers' Advocate  "  du  31  mars  1898,  journal 
^*****  publi6  a  Chicago  et  a  New  York,  dit  que  T**  Anglo- Argen- 

tine Live-stock  Agency,*'  a  Buenos  Ayres,  a  6tabli,  pour  le  transport  du  b^tail, 
une  ligne  de  navires  qui  feront  le  service  a  intervalles  r^guliers  entre  cette  ville 
et  TAngleterre.  Ces  navires  sont  de  six  milles  tonneaux  environ  et  trans- 
porteront  chacun  six  cents  bestiaux  et  deux  milles  moutons.  lis  sont  aussi 
complfetement  pourvus  de  tout  ce  qui  est  n6cessaire  pour  faciliter  le  transport 
du  b^tail.  On  pr^voit  done  maintenant  que  Texportateur  pourra  d^barquer 
en  Angleterre  le  b6tail  argentin  dans  des  conditions  qui  lui  permettront  de  faire 
concurrence  aux  animaux  export6s  des  Etats-Unis  et  du  Canada. 
Stati»tiqae  •!»  lei  Jour-  ^e  Sefior  DoN  Francisco  Latzina,  directeur  g6n6ral  de 
"*"*  la  Statistique,  fournit  les  donn^es  suivantes  relativement 

aux  journaux  publics  dans  la  R^publique  Argentine:  II  y  a  en  tout  472  jour- 
naux,  dont  64  paraissent  journellement ;  16  trois  fois  par  semaine;  44  deux 
fois  par  semaine;  191  toutes  les  semaines;  4  tous  les  dix  jours;  55  toutes  les 
quinzaines ;  64  tous  les  mois;  2  trois  fois  par  an;  13  a  intervalles  r^guliers  et 
8  sur  lesquels  on  ne  possfede  aucun  renseignement  particulier.  Sur  ces  472 
journaux,  8  sont  publics  en  anglais,  8  en  allemand,  8  en  frangais,  22  en  italien, 

I  en  danois  et  les  425  autres  sont  publics  en  espagnol.  Parmi  ces  derniers,  413 
appartiennent  a  des  Argentins  et  1 2  a  des  Espagnols. 

BRESIL. 

Introdnctioii  de  Wagon.-       ^^  ^^^"^    d'introduire    dans   TAm^rique    du     Sud  le 

^°"***  systfeme  de  wagons-poste   sur   les  chemins    de    fer.      Le 

Chemin  de  fer  Central  du   Br6sil,  qui   appartient   au   gouvernement,  a  fait  a  la 

VVason  Car  Company  de  Springfield,  Mass.,  une  commande  de  six  wagons-poste. 

II  est  sp6cifi6  que  ces  wagons  doivent  etre  construits,  autant  que  possible,  d'apr^s 
le  module  des  wagons-poste  am^ricains,  et  qu'ils  soient  finis  en  dedans  et  au 
dehors,  non  pas  en  bois  blanc  qu'on  emploie  g6n6ralement,  mais  en  acajou,  bois 
que  les  Br^siliens  pr6f^rent.  On  s'est  servi  de  vieux  embrayages  anglais,  dont 
on  a  modifi6  les  dimensions  afin  de  les  adapter  a  la  voie  de  cinq  pieds  en  usage 
au  Br^sil.  On  a  aussi  envoy6  un  detail  des  prix  de  wagons  de  voyageurs 
cxp^di^s  derniferement  a  cette  meme  ligne. 
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CHILI. 

U.ine  pour  U   Production       ^^    "  Revue    filcctriquc »'    fait   connaitrc   qu'a   PunUs 
de  l'fii«ctricit«  i  Puntas  Arenas  (Chili),  dans  le  d6troit  de  Magellan,  on  poursuii 

activement  les  travaux  de  construction  de  la  premiere 
usine  pour  la  production  de  T^lectricit^  destin^e  a  T^clairage.  Les  machines 
ont  €t6  exp6di6es  de  New  York  aussitot  que  les  batiments  destines  a  les  rcccvoir 
ont  6t6  acheir6s. 

MEXIQUE. 

Ohemin  de  Far  Oenirai  de      Le  journal  "  Modern  Mcxico,"  publi6  dans  les  villcsdc 
Ooahniia.  Mexico  et  de  Saint  Louis,  dit  qu'on  a  accord6  unc  con- 

cession pour  la  construction  du  Chemin  de  fer  Central  de  Coahuila  projetc 
entre  Saltillo  et  Trevino,  et  construit  sur  le  module  des  difF^rentcs  ligncs.  On 
a  fait  les  arpentages  pr61iminaires  et  achet6  les  rails  d'acier.  On  a  commence  la 
construction  de  la  ligne  le  premier  avril.  La  longueur  de  cc  chemin  dc  fcr  sera 
d'environ  quatre-vingt-dix  kilometres,  et  la  ville  de  Saltillo  sera  mise  en  rappon 
avec  les  principales  lignes  du  Mexique  et  des  Etats-Unis.  En  dehors  dc  la  con- 
struction et  du  materiel  de  la  ligne,  la  compagnie  doit  faire  construire  un  hotel 
moderne  qui,  avec  I'ach^vement  de  la  ligne,  augmentera  de  beaucoup  Timportancc 
de  Saltillo.  Cette  ville  est  d6ja  importante  au  point  de  vue  des  manu^ctures; 
elle  renferme  de  grandes  minoteries,  des  fabriques  de  savon,  des  fabriques  d'huil: 
de  graine  de  coton,  et  des  filatures  de  coton;  elle  est  6clair6e  a  T^lectricit^;  ellc 
poss^de  un  bon  systfeme  de  tramways  et  donne  d*autres  preuves  de  son  esprit 
d'initiative  et  de  son  accroissement. 
L'Indu.trie  de  u  oanne  ^^  production  de  la  canne  a  sucre  au  Mexique  n'est 
4  Sucre.  pas  ce  qu'elle  pourrait  etre,  et  son  industrie  est,  pour 

ainsi  dire,  encore  en  enfance.  M.  J.  Yorba,  un  expert  en  terrains,  et  dont 
les  rapports  sur  les  ressources  font  foi,  a  6crit  un  article  publi6  r^ccmmcnt  dan? 
le  "Modern  Mexico,*'  au  sujet  des  avantages  qu'offre  ce  pays  par  rapport  a  la 
culture  de  la  canne  a  sucre  et  sur  son  importance  probable  dans  ravenir.  La 
canne  a  sucre  poussc  et  est  cultiv6e  jusqu'a  un  certain  point  dans  chaquc  parcie 
de  la  R6publique  du  Mexique,  sauf  dans  le  District  F6d6ral  et  dans  TEiai  dc 
Tlaxacala.  Dans  quelques  districts  I'industrie  n'est  pas  encore  un  succis,  au 
point  dc  vue  commercial.  II  est  probable  que  la  raison  principale  dc  I'insuccfe 
des  plantations  sucri^res  du  Mexique  provient  de  ce  qu'une  portion  considerable 
de  r^tendue,  convenable  a  la  culture  de  la  canne  a  sucre,  n*est  pas  cultivec,  mais 
qu'elle  attend  les  capitaux  Strangers  et  Tentreprise  pour  venir  en  aide.  W' 
peu  de  planteurs  mexicains  tiennen:  compte  de  la  qualit6  du  sol,  cc  qui  pour- 
tant  est  un  des  points  le  plus  essentiels  pour  arriver  a  de  bons  r6sultats  financiers. 

L'Isthme  de  Tehuantepec,  pays   presque  inconnu  il  y 

Culture  du  Oaftf.  r     »  r   /       r       n 

a  quelques  annees,  promet  de  devenir  un  des  plus  granas 
districts  caf6iers  dc  TAm^rique  du  Nord.  Le  pays  possfede  des  avani^ 
exceptionnels  et  engageants  par  rapport  a  la  qualit6  et  a  la  facility  dc  production; 
par  rapport  aussi  au   sol,  aux  facilit^s  de  transport,  au  climat  et  autrcs  condi- 
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ons  si  csscntiellcs  pour  la  r^ussitc  dcs plantations  decays.  On  peut  Ic  cultivcr 
irhs  peu  dc  frais;  il  est  d'une  qualit6  excellcnte  ct  obtient  de  bons  prix. 

Le  Gouvernement  Mexicain,  repr6sent6  par  M.  Leal, 

cploitation  dn  Onano  dans      .    .  ,  _  . 

i«s  Um  da  Oolfe  da  Mezi- ministre    dc    "Fomento,"    vient    de    passer   avec   MM. 

Louis  Rossi  et  Eduardo  Chesio,  un  contrat  pour  Texploi- 
.cion  des  gisements  de  guano  dans  les  iles  d^sertes  situ6es  dans,  le  Golfe  du 
[exique,  prfes  des  cotes  de  Camp^che  et  du  Yucatan.  La  concession  est  faite 
>ur  une  dur^e  de  dix  ans,  elle  s'applique  aux  Iles  Alacranes,  Areas,  Arenas, 
ermeja.  Banco  Nuevo,  Cancan  Contoy,  Desertora,  Besterradora,  Holhosc, 
bispo,  Pajaros,  etc.,  ainsi  qu'aux  r6cifs  situ6s  en  face  du  Cap  Catoche.  Les 
mcessionnaires  paieront  au  gouvernement  75  centavos  par  tonne  de  guano 
ilev6;  ils  paieront  en  outre  les  droits  d*exportation  pr^vus  par  le  tarif.  MM. 
ossi  et  Chesio  sont  tenus  de  commencer  les  travaux  d'exploration  dans  les  six 
ois  qui  suivront  la  signature  du  contrat  et  de  commercer  Texploitation  dans  les 
X  mois  suivants. 

halts  ArMsiens  et  Mooiins      ^^  grand  nombre  de  citoyens  des  Etats-Unis  sont  all6s 
iVent.  ^^  Mexique  ces  derni^res  ann6es  et  se  sont  engages  dans 

ff^rentes  entreprises,  sp6cialement  dans  Pagriculture.  Le  manque  d'eau  a 
tard6  s^rieusement  le  d6veIoppement  de  cette  dernifere  Industrie  dans  le  pass6, 
ais  cette  difficult^  a  €t6  surmont6e  par  l*introduction  dans  le  pays  de  puits 
t^siens  et  de  moulins  a  vent.  On  a  creus6  derni^rement  un  puits  sur  la  place 
I  la  ville  de  Leon,  6tat  de  Guanajuato,  et  Teau  a  jailli  a  une  profondeur  de  700 
eds  et  a  donn^  un  jet  d'eau  considerable.  Le'  succfes  de  Tentreprise  a  6t€ 
omptement  reconnu,  et  il  a  sp^cialement  appel6  Pattention  sur  ce  systfeme  pour 
)tenir  de  grandes  provisions  d*eau ;  et  certainement  il  aura  pour  r^sultat  d'intro- 
lire  des  moulins  a  vent,  ainsi  que  des  puits  art6siens  pour  fournir  les  eaux  des- 
ires aux  besoins  de  la  vie  et  a  ceux  de  I'irrigation. 

lauguration  dn  Ohemin  de       O"    vient    d'achever    au    Mexique    la    premiere  ligne 
Far  fiiectriqne.  ^lectrique,  reliant  Jalapa,  capitale  de  I'Etat  de  Vera  Cruz, 

Teocelo.  Cette  ligne  sera  ouverte  au  trafic  g^n^ral  dans  quelques  jours,  et  on 
p^re  que  le  President  de  la  R^publique  assistera  aux  c6r6monies  de  Tinaugura- 
on  de  cette  entreprise. 

URUGUAY. 

Dans   une  communication  de  Mont6vid6o  en  date  du 
x)jet  de  TraTanx  d'Amtfli-         r/      •  r. 

oration  du  Port  de  Monttf-24  fevrier,  M.  SwALM,  consul  des  Etats-Unis,  a  inform^ 

rid6o. 

le  D^partement  d*Etat  que  des  pr^paratifs  se  poursuivent 
Sfinitivement  pour  Tinauguration  des  travaux  d'ameliorationdu  portde  Mont6- 
id^o,  qui  sont  si  n6cessaires.  Commeon  I'a  d6ja  dit  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel, 
csing6nieurs  habiles,  parmi  lesquels  se  trouvent  plusieurs  Am^ricains,  ont  soumis 
1  gouvernement  des  plans  pour  l*ex6cution  de  ces  travaux.  Ces  plans,  dit  le 
onsul,  seront  tous  examines  de  nouveau,  et  aussitot  le  choix  fait,  Tentrepreneur 
)mmencera  les  travaux  pour  creuser  le  port  et  construire  des  brise-lames.  Ces 
avaux  couteront  de  $7,000,000  a  $15,000,000,  et  on  appelle  Tattention  des 
itrepreneurs  des  Etats-Unis  sur  cette  entreprise. 
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VENEZUELA. 

Importations  poor  UMoi.de      ^n  rapport  officiel  transmis  dcnifercment  au  Bureau  fait 
Mars  1898.  connaitrc  que  les  importations  totales  du  Venezuela,  pro- 

venant  de  New  York  pendant  le  mois  de  mars  1898,  se  sont  61cv6es  a  la  somme 
de  $3 26, 5 1 9,  dont  $67,500  en  monnaie  d'or  et  le  reste  en  marchandises  di verses. 
Pour  le  mois  correspondant  de  rann6e  pr6c6dente,  le  total  des  importations  d'or 
provenant  dumeme  port  6tait  de  $4,91 1,  accusant  une  augmentation  de  ^62,588 
en  faveur  du  mois  de  mars  1898.  En  mars  1898, 1'importation  de  marchandises 
s'est  61ev6e  a  la  somme  de  $290,615.  Si  I'on  compare  ce  chiffre  a  celuidu  mois 
correspondant  de  l*ann6e  1898,  il  ressort  une  plus-value  de  $31,596  en  faveur  du 
mois  de  mars  1897.  II  r6sulte  de  ces  comparaisons  une  augmentation  de  $30,992, 
en  faveur  du  mois  de  mars  1898. 

Distilleries  k  Caracas  ^^  ^  inform^  le  Bureau  qu'un  repr6sentant  du  **  Whisky 

et  k  Poerto  Oabello.  j.^^^^ ,,  ^^^  ^^^^j  ^^^^  Caracas  et  Puerto  CabcUo  (Vene- 
zuela), en  vue  de  diriger  la  construction  de  deux  nouvelles  distilleries  qui  cou- 
teront  environ  $1,000,000.  Les  machines  destinies  a  ces  fabriques  sont  preics 
a  etre  exp6di6es,  et  on  pr6voit  que  ces  fabriques  seront  mises  en  marche  pendant 
Tannic  courante.  Les  ascenseurs  pourront  contenir  20,000  boisseaux  de  grain 
et  les  deux  usines  pourront  distiller  journellement  3,500  boisseaux,  6quivalant 
a  16,000  gallons  d'alcool  et  de  spiritueux  pour  boissons.  Les  distilleries 
seront  construites  d'aprfesune  concession  accord6e  par  le  gouverncment  v6n6zuc- 
lien,  qui  permet  au  concessionnaire  d*importer  les  mat^riaux  en  franchise  de 
droit  et  exempte  ses  produits  de  tous  impots  pendant  six  ans.  Le  droit  actuel 
sur  les  spiritueux  est  de  $2  par  gallon  (reconnu).  On  fabrique  la  plupart 
des  spiritueux  pour  boissons  avec  des  fruits  et  de  la  canne  a  sucre,  ou  bien  on 
les  importe  de  TEurope. 
D«cret  Reiatif aux  Enrols  ^n  appelle  Tattcntion  des  exp^diteurs  sur  le  d^cret 
Maritimes.  suivant,  r^cemment   public  par  Manuel  A.  Matosi,  Mi- 

nistre  des  Finances  des  Etats-Unis  du  Venezuela,  car  s*ils  ne  s*y  conformaient  pas 
les  importateurs  pourraient  avoir  beaucoup  de  difficult^s.  Le  gouvernement  est 
d^sireux  d'obtenir  des  renseignements  sur  l*arriv6e  des  navires  venant  de  ports 
Strangers,  ainsi  que  sur  le  contenu  des  lettres  d'envoi  consulaires  de  leurs  car- 
gaisons  respectives,  afin  d*6viter  le  retard  occasionn6  par  I'attente  d*un  navire 
suivant  qui  apporte  au  Ministre  des  Finances  a  Caracas  le  duplicata  des  lettres 
d'envoi  des  consuls  a  l*6tranger.  Pour  obvier  a  cet  inconvenient,  le  President 
de  la  R6publique  d6cr^te: 

"Qu'a  partir  du  i*'**  avril  1898,  les  importateurs  de  marchandises  6trang^res 
devront,  dans  un  d61ai  de  six  jours  apr^s  l'arriv6e  du  navire,  presenter  a  la 
Douane,  avec  leur  connaissement,  I'original  de  leurs  factures  consulaires  respec- 
tives, de  meme  qu'une  copie  conforme  que  les  autorit6s  de  la  Douane  rcmettront 
au  Ministfere  des  Finances,  avec  une  note  constatant  que  lesdites  copies  ont  6t6 
compar^es  avec  Poriginal." 


Senhor  SALVADon  De  Mendonca. 

See  pages  SUM.  iK7,  :M0.  ^M. 
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A      BRIEF     SKETCH     OF    ITS     ORIGIN.     CHARACTER,    AND 

PURPOSES.  * 

The  idea  of  the  creation  of  an  international  bureau,  or  agency, 

^^Pi'esenting  the  Republics  of  the  Western  Hemisphere,  wassug- 

S^sted  to  the  delegates  accredited  to  the  International  American 

^^nference  held  in  Washington  in   1889-90,  by  the  conference 

"^Mat  Brussels  in  May,  1888,  which  planned  for  an  international 

^^ion  for  the  publication  of  customs  tariffs,  etc.     The  Bureau  of 

*^^    Universal  Postal   Union,  conducted  by  the  Government  of 

^itzerland,  was  cited  by  the  committee  of  the  first-named  con- 

^'"ence,  which   submitted  the  original    plan    for   the    American 

^^reau,  as  an  example  of  the  economy  and  practicability  of  such 

*  Scheme. 

On  March  29,  1890,  the  International  American  Conference, 
y'  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  delegates  of  the  eighteen  countries 
^Oerc  represented,  namely:  The  Argentine  Republic,  Bolivia, 
Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia,  Costa  Rica,  Ecuador,  Guatemala,  Haiti, 
*^onduras,  Mexico,  Nicaragua,  Paraguay,  Peru,  Salvador,  United 
^t^tcs,  Uruguay,  and  Venezuela,  provided  for  the  establishment  of 

Printed  also  in  separate  form  for  distribution  at  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition 
»t  Omaha. 
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an  association  to  be  known  as  "The  International  Union  of 
American  Republics  for  the  Prompt  Collection  and  Distribution 
of  Commercial  Information,"  which  should  be  represented  at  the 
capital  of  the  United  States  by  a  Bureau,  under  the  title  of  "The 
Bureau  of  the  American  Republics."  This  organ,  so  to  speak,  of 
the  independent  governments  of  the  New  World  was  placed  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  to  continue  in  existence  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  and,  if 
found  profitable  to  the  nations  participating  in  its  advantages,  it 
was  to  be  maintained  for  successive  periods  of  ten  years  indefi- 
nitely. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  Fifty-first  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  that  body,  in  an  "  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Service,  etc.,"  approved  July  14, 
1890,  gave  the  President  authority  to  carry  into  effect  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Conference  so  far  as  he  should  deem  them  expe- 
dient, and  appropriated  $36,000  for  the  organization  and  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bureau,  which  amount  it  had  been  stipulated  by 
the  delegates  in  the  Conference  assembled  should  not  be  exceeded 
and  should  be  annually  advanced  by  the  United  States  and  shared 
by  the  several  Republics  in  proportion  to  their  population. 

On  August  26,  1890,  Mr.  William  E.  Curtis  was  appointed 
Director  and  was  instructed  to  organize  the  Bureau.  Within  a 
very  short  time  he  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the  Conference,  on 
whose  recommendation  it  had  been  created.  The  Bureau  sprang 
into  almost  immediate  public  favor  through  the  care  and  skill  with 
which  it  performed  its  important  functions  of  collecting,  collating, 
and  disseminating  information  respecting  the  resources,  growth, 
and  business  opportunities  of  the  Spanish-American  Republics, 
and  in  presenting  to  them  the  many  advantages  offered  by  the 
markets  of  the  United  States. 

The  Conference  had  defined  the  purpose  of  the  Bureau  to  be  the 
preparation  and  publication  of  bulletins  concerning  the  commerce 
and  resources  of  the  American  Republics,  and  to  furnish  informa- 
tion of  interest  to  manufacturers,  merchants,  and  shippers,  which 
should  be  at  all  times  available  to  persons  desirous  of  obtaining 
particulars  regarding  their  customs  tariffs  and  regulations,  as  well 
as  commerce  and  navigation. 
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The  working  force  selected  by  Mr.  Curtis  consisted  of  a  com- 
)etent  staff  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  translators,  clerks,  stenog- 
aphers,  etc.,  and  their  task  was  by  no  means  a  light  one.  At  the 
^ery  outset  it  became  necessary  to  gather  around  a  slender  nucleus 
.  library  of  statistical  and  official  publications  of  the  several  Gov- 
mments  contributing  to  the  common  end — a  library  which  to-day 
s  in  many  respects  unique.  It  is  formed  of  official  and  general 
iterature  concerning  the  American  Republics,  many  volumes  of 
^^hich  have  been  contributed  gratuitously  by  them,  and  it  receives 
egularly  the  principal  periodicals  and  newspapers  published  in 
^atin  America.  These  latter  are  kept  on  file,  and  have  proved  a 
jreat  convenience  to  the  Diplomatic  Corps  and  seekers  after  infor- 
nation  concerning  the  meridional  nations.  In  no  other  place  can 
he  same  information  be  obtained  in  so  concrete  a  form,  and  no 
ither  shelves  and  files  offer  the  same  opportunities  for  the  study 
»f  the  diversified  Spanish-American  customs,  society,  history,  and 
ommerce.  The  number  of  publications  in  the  library  of  the 
bureau  is  as  follows:  Bound  in  cloth,  1,542;  bound  in  paper,  or 
)amphlets,  2,318;  periodicals,  140;  newspapers,  65;  making  a 
otal  of  4,065  publications,  which  are  being  constantly  added  to 
)y  purchase  and  contribution. 

The  principal  work  of  the  Bureau  during  the  eight  years  of  its 
ixistence  has  been  the  compilation  of  handbooks  and  commercial 
iirectories,  which  have  been  and  still  are  published  periodically, 
covering  every  country  contributing  to  its  support  and  the  several 
31d  World  colonies  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  They  contain 
general  and  specific  information  of  the  character  sought  by  the 
nerchants,  manufacturers,  and  shippers  of  the  American  conti- 
lents.  These  publications  are  compiled  from  information  received 
lirectly  from  official  and  authentic  sources,  without  regard  to  pre- 
vious publications  upon  the  same  subjects,  and  their  preparation 
las  involved,  necessarily,  a  great  amount  of  labor,  study,  corre- 
pondence  and  expense.  This  last  has  been  the  one  serious  draw- 
)ack  with  which  the  several  directors  have  had  to  contend.  All 
)f  them  have  been  keenly  alive  to  the  great  field  of  usefulness 
)pened  up  to  the  Bureau  from  its  very  inception,  and  it  is  to  their 
Tedit  that  with  the  meager  means  at  their  command  they  have 
lone  so  much  to  educate  the  peoples  of  the  countries  forming  the 
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International  Union  as  to  their  respective  resources  and  trade 
capabilities,  to  promote  commerce,  and  to  expand  and  broaden 
the  fraternal  relations  existing  between  them. 

When  the  Bureau  first  came  to  undertake  this  inviting  task, 
the  ignorance  concerning  the  political,  commercial,  and  social 
conditions  prevalent  in  all  the  nations  now  banded  together  for  the 
common  weal  was  widespread,  while  many  so-called  standard  pub- 
lications in  English  were  found  in  numerous  cases  to  be  abso- 
lutely unreliable  as  to  statements  regarding  Central  and  South 
American  countries.  The  care  with  which  the  bulletins  of  the 
Bureau  are  prepared,  and  the  fact  that  they  are  submitted  before 
publication  to  the  inspection  and  revision  of  the  officials  or  diplo- 
matic agents  of  the  Governments  to  which  they  relate,  tend  to 
make  them  reliable,  accurate,  and  authentic.  That  these  qualities 
are  recognized  is  abundantly  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  bulle- 
tins and  other  publications  of  the  Bureau  have  caused  revision  in 
the  text  of  popular  encyclopedias,  geographies,  and  other  school- 
books  concerning  the  Latin- American  countries. 

The  demand  for  the  publications  of  the  Bureau  was  very  great 
from  the  first,  far  exceeding  the  supply  made  possible  under  the 
limited  pecuniary  support  vouchsafed  the  Bureau.     This  state  of 
affairs  confronted  the  original  Director  and  very  seriously  affected 
the  usefulness  of  the   Bureau  by  preventing  many  thousands  of 
persons  who  desired  and  were  entitled  to  information  from  secur- 
ing it.     From  the  establishment  of  the  office  until  October,  i893» 
the  publications  were  distributed  gratuitously,  and  the  editions  of 
5,000  and  less  of  each  of  them  were  necessarily  restricted  to  a 
few  public  libraries,   commercial  organizations,   and  individuals 
directly  interested  in  trade  with  the  countries  to  which  they  refer. 
The  applications  for  bulletins  from  the  United  States  alone  during 
the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Bureau  numbered  38,000, 
and  the  other  Republics  applied  for  an  almost  equal  number. 

During  the  second  year  the  demand  for  the  publications 
assumed  such  increased  proportions  and  so  numerous  did  the 
requests  for  them  from  Members  of  Congress  for  their  constitu- 
ents become,  that  at  the  first  session  of  the  Fifty-second  Congress 
special  editions  of  the  principal  bulletins  were  ordered  by  that 
body  for  distribution  by  Senators  and  Representatives.     Not  the 
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?ast  among  the  applicants  for  the  Bureau's  publications  were  the 
ublic  schools  of  the  United  States,  whose  especial  attention  had 
een  directed  to  the  study  of  Spanish-American  affairs  by  the 
leeting  of  the  International  American  Conference;  yet  it  was 
lanifestly  impossible  as  well  as  unfortunate  that  the  more  than 
1,000  public  libraries  in  the  United  States,  not  to  mention  those 
1  the  sister  Republics,  and  the  120,000,000  inhabitants  of  the 
ineteen  Republics  interested,  could  not  have  the  Bureau  publi- 
ations  fairly  distributed  among  them. 

To  meet  this  demand  and  the  ever-increasing  requests  from 
lose  for  whose  benefit  the  Bureau  was  established,  was  a  per- 
lexing  question  which  early  pressed  itself  upon  the  attention  of 
le  executive  officers  of  the  Bureau.  The  second  Director,  Mr. 
'linton  Furbish,  who  assumed  charge  on  May  18,  1893,  and 
eld  office  until  March  29,  1897,  issued  a  circular  in  October, 
893,  setting  forth  the  facts  as  above  indicated  and  announcing 
lat  thereafter  a  small  price  would  be  charged  for  all  the  publica- 
ons,  with  the  view  to  securing  impartiality  of  distribution.  This 
xperiment,  which  it  was  at  first  thought  would  result  in  a  less- 
ned  demand  demonstrated,  within  a  very  kw  months,  that  the 
bureau  had  taken  a  firmer  hold  upon  the  commercial  elements  of 
le  different  countries  interested  than  was  originally  anticipated. 
Requests  for  information  and  publications  flowed  in  with  increas- 
ig  force  and  a  considerable  revenue  for  increasing  the  scope  of 
le  Bureau's  work  may  be  reasonably  expected  from  this  source. 

During  the  incumbency  of  Mr.  Furbish,  in.  accordance  with 
le  recommendations  of  the  International  American  Conference,  the 
sue  of  Monthly  Bulletins  was  inaugurated,  the  purpose  being 
>  procure  and  publish  information  regarding  different  industries 
f  the  several  Republics  and  the  possibilities  of  profit  in  their 
evelopment.  The  first  of  these  Bulletins  was  issued  in  October, 
893,  being  entitled  "Coffee  in  America."  The  second  was 
isued  in  I^ovember  under  the  title  of  "  Coal  and  Petroleum  in 
'olombia."  The  publication  is  now  in  its  fifth  volume.  The 
ver-increasing  size  of  this  work  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  hold 
:  has  on  all  those  classes  which  the  Bureau  was  established  to 
each  and  to  benefit. 

During  the  year  1896  a  most  important  step  was  taken  by  the 
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representatives   of  the    countries   composing   the    •"'International 
Union  of  American  Republics."     For  the  purpose  of  carrj'ing 
out  the  evident  intentions  of  the  organizers  of  this  movement  an 
invitation  was  extended  to  the  accredited  representatives  of  the 
nations  forming  the  Union,  requesting  them  to  meet  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  in 
regard  to  the  future  work  of  the  Bureau  and  of  enlarging  its  scope 
This  meeting  was  held  at  the  Department  of  State  on  April  l, 
1896,  all  the  independent  nations  of  the  Union  being  representei 
with  the  exception  of  the  Argentine  Republic,  Bolivia,  Paraguay, 
Santo  Domingo,  and  Haiti.     A  noticeable  feature  of  the  discus- 
sion which  ensued  was  the  marked  interest  evinced  in  the  work 
of  the  Bureau  by  those  present  and  their  desire  to  extend  its  use- 
fulness.    A  committee  of  five  members  was  appointed  to  report 
upon   the    best  means  to  carry  out  the  ideas  of  the  representa- 
tives.    It  was  composed  of  Senor  Don  Mat! as  Romero,  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Mexico;  Senhor 
Salvador    de    Mendon^a,   Envoy  Extraordinary   and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  Brazil;  Senor    Don   Jose   Andrade,  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Venezuela;  Senor 
Don  Antonio  Lazo  Arriaga,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min- 
ister   Plenipotentiary  of  Guatemala,    and    Senor    Don   JoAgi'iN 
Bernardo  Calvo,  Charge  d' Affaires  ad  interim  (since  promoted 
to  Minister  Resident)  of  Costa  Rica. 

Having  devoted  much  time  to  the  matters  submitted  to  them, 
the  committee  made  a  final  report,  June  4,  1896,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  representatives  as  a  basis  for  the  government  ot 
the  affairs  of  the  Union.  The  report  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
intention  of  the  International  American  Conference  was  to  estab- 
lish a  Bureau  entirely  international  in  character;  that  in  view  of 
this  purpose  it  was  desirable  that  citizens  of  the  various  countries 
composing  the  Union  should  be  equally  eligible  to  all  the  posi- 
tions in  the  Bureau  through  competitive  examination;  that  the 
common  interest  would  be  subserved  by  widening  the  scope  ot 
the  work  of  the  Bureau  by  making  it  the  organ  of  the  Union, 
not  only  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  disseminating  commer- 
cial information,  but  of  dealing  with  all  subjects  relating  to  eco- 
nomic life  and  growth  of  the  countries  of  the  Union;  that  such 
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enlargement  of  the  work  necessitated  increased  expenditures, 
while  it  was  not  desirable  to  exceed  the  limits  of  the  original 
estimate  of  expense;  that  this  increase  of  expenditures  would  best 
be  met  by  the  admission  of  advertisements  in  the  publications  of 
the  Bureau.  Thereupon  the  report  recommended  that  the  Director 
of  the  Bureau  be  instructed  to  take  immediate  action  looking  to 
the  insertion  of  advertisements  in  the  publications,  and  proposed 
further  a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Bureau,  which  incor- 
porated certain  regulations  regarding  the  examinations  for  appli- 
cants for  positions,  and  created  a  permanent  executive  committee 
to  be  composed  of  five  of  the  representatives  of  the  American 
nations  constituting  the  Union.  Four  of  these  shall  be  called  to 
serve  ex-offlcio  in  said  capacity  by  turns  in  the  alphabetical  order 
of  the  names  of  their  nations  in  one  of  the  four  languages  of  the 
Union,  previously  selected  by  lot  at  a  meeting  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  same,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 
being  always,  ex-officio,  a  member.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year 
the  first  member  of  the  committee  shall  be  replaced  by  the  fifiih 
representative  in  the  alphabetical  list,  the  second  by  the  sixth  at 
the  end  of  the  second  year,  and  so  on  in  rotation  from  year  to 
year.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  convene  in  ordinary  session 
on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month,  and  in  extraordinary  session 
whenever  invited  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  may,  when  so 
requested  by  a  majority  of  its  members,  call  a  meeting  of  all  the 
representatives  of  the  Union. 

The  Executive  Committee  acts  as  a  board  of  supervision  of  the 
administration  of  the  Bureau,  and  three  of  its  members  personally, 
or  by  agents  designated  by  them,  form  part  of  the  board  for  the 
examination  of  applicants  for  positions  in  the  Bureau.  It  audits 
the  accounts  of  the  Bureau.  The  Director  is  instructed  to  make 
a  report  to  the  Governments  forming  the  Union  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  the  ist  day  of  July  of  every  year,  on  the  work  of  the 
Bureau  for  the  preceding  year.  This  report,  aside  from  present- 
ing a  detailed  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the 
year  which  it  covers,  shall  indicate  the  quotas  to  be  paid  by  the 
respective  countries  forming  the  Union,  and  include  an  estimate 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  following  year.  Each  of 
the  Governments  was  requested  to  send  to  the  Bureau  a  collection 
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of  its  laws,  State  or  federal,  and  of  any  publications  relating  to  iu 
geography,  industries,  commerce,  and  resources  in  general.    The 
publications  of  the  Bureau,  in  the  form  of  monthly  bulletins  and      |  nm 
handbooks  or  monographs,  shall  have  reference  especially  to  com- 
mercial affairs,  such  as  customs  duties,  transportation,  budgets, 
statistics,  and  to  any  matter  relating  to  the  commerce  and  indus- 
tries in  general  of  the  nations  forming  the  Union,  and,  besides,       \"--  co 
geographical  information,  discoveries  and  explorations,  and  any 
subject  that  may  extend  a  knowledge  of  the  economic  conditions 
and  resources  of  said  nations. 

The  first  number  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin  published  after 
advertisements  were  solicited  was  the  November,  1896,  number, 
which  contained  39  advertisements  of  prominent  business  houses. 
The  January  number  contained  47  advertisements,  and  since  then 
the  advertising  patronage  has  grown  so  rapidly,  that  the  Bulletin, 
which  in  November,  1896,  contained   141   pages  of  advertising 
and  reading  matter,  in  the  April  number,  1898,  contained  3^^ 
pages,  129  of  which  bore  the  announcements  of  United  States 
firms.     Until  March  1,  1898,  advertisements  were  solicited  up^^ 
commission,  but  the  practice  has  been  discontinued. 

The  specific  information  which  the  Bureau  is  called  upof^  ^ 
furnish  through  its  daily  correspondence  is  surprisingly  large.     X*^ 
inquiries  regarding  commercial  matters  addressed  to  it  during  ^*^ 
first  four  months  of  its  existence  numbered  700,  while  at  the  prer^^^ 
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time  the  mails  will  bring  a  like  number  in  as  many  weeks.     N^ 
rally  these  inquiries  come  in  greater  part  from  merchants,  mai"^ 
facturers,  and  business  men  in  the  United  States  who  desire 
extend  their  trade  with  the  southern  Republics,  and  the  Bur^-^^ 
in  this  respect  is  particularly  useful  to  the  manufacturer  or  expoi  "^^ 
in  the  interior  and  smaller  towns  of  the  United  States.     Inforar"^*   . 
tion  is  generally  sought  by  manufacturers  of  railway  supplies, 
cultural  and  mining  machinery  and  implements,  wagons,  fumitu 
paper,  hardware,  leather  goods,  jewelry,  drugs,  chemicals,  and  th 
engaged  in  other  lines  of  industry  as  to  the  demands  for  their  p 
ductions,  and  whether  their  articles  are  adapted  for  use  in 
markets  of  the  southern    countries.     The    office    answers  th 
inquiries  as  far  as  practicable  to  suit  the  individual  case,  givi 
advice  and  information  which  apprise  the  inquirer  of  the  cli 
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c6nditions  of  the  market  he  seeks,  in  order  that  he  may  adapt 
^oods  to  the  circumstances,  and  in  many  instances  he  is  placed 
ommunication  with  parties  who  willingly  aid  him  in  the  intro- 
;tion  and  sale  of  his  wares.  But  the  seekers  after  information 
?  riot  confined  to  this  continent,  nor  to  the  merchants  and  manu- 
rturers.  From  Europe,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  numbers  of 
ters  come  burdened  with  questions  regarding  the  climate,  soil, 
vs,  mines,  wages,  agricultural  methods,  rates  of  taxation,  social 
nditions  etc.,  of  the  American  Republics.  The  immense  amount 
labor  entailed  in  replying  to  these  inquiries,  ranging  as  they  do 
er  so  broad  a  field,  and  requiring  so  much  time,  investigation, 
d  correspondence,  to  secure  the  facts  needed  taxed  to  the 
Tiost  the  comparatively  small  working  force  of  the  office,  and 
September,  1897,  there  was  created  a  Division  of  Information, 
th  the  view  to  answering  with  the  least  delay,  and  as  accu- 
cly  and  fully  as  possible,  the  many  requests  for  specific  data 
nceming  the  Latin-American  Republics  which  reached  the 
ireau  from  day  to  day.  This  Division  is  under  the  charge  of 
r.  Henry  L.  Bryan,  who  was  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Bureau, 
ving  from  February,  1891,  to  March  20,  1893. 
Among  the  recommendations  of  the  International  American 
nference  was  one  advocating  the  publication  of  a  code  of 
Henclature  01  articles  of  merchandise  exported  and  imported. 
e  work  of  preparing  this  code,  or  catalogue,  of  commercial 
US  devolved  upon  the  Bureau,  and  was  completed  in  1897. 
e  work,  as  completed,  is  in  three  volumes,  in  English,  Spanish, 
I  Portuguese,  with  the  equivalents  in  each  case  in  the  other 
guages.  It  shows  the  fruit  of  seven  years  of  labor,  and  is 
lerally  recognized  among  those  engaged  in  Latin- American 
ie  as  a  work  of  the  greatest  utility,  containing  as  it  does  more 
ti  28,000  terms  designating  articles  of  commerce  arranged 
habetically  in  the  languages  named.  The  benefit  to  be  derived 
the  exporting  and  importing  world  from  such  a  publication  is 
alculable.  Many  of  the  terms  used  in  it  do  not  appear  in  any 
mish  or  Portuguese  dictionary,  this  being  particularly  true 
h  regard  to  engines  and  machinery  and  their  component  parts, 
I  even  more  so  in  the  case  of  the  electrical  inventions  and 
>Iiances  which  the  latter  day  ingenuity  is  so  prolific  in  evolving. 


\ 
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The  United  States  Treasury  Department,  in  January,  'i8g8, 
adopted  the  Code  of  Commercial  Nomenclature  as  a  standard 
for  use  in  all  the  custom-houses  under  it,  and  it  is  expected  that 
many,  if  not  all,  of  the  other  nations  interested  in  the  scheme  of 
the  Bureau  will  follow  suit. 

The  most  important  work  of  the  year  1897  was  the  preparatior^ 
of  the  Commercial  Directory  of  the  American  Republics,  a  worb^ 
begun  under  the  late  Director  Joseph  P.  Smith,  whose  untimel-y 
death  the  Bureau  was  called  upon  to  deplore  early  in  the  year  i8()Vi, 
less  than  twelve  months  after  his  appointment.  Shortly  after  enterirtg 
upon  his  duties  as  Director  (March  29, 1897)  Mr.  Smith  becarric 
convinced  that  one  of  the  most  effectual  means  of  bringing    tiie 
manufacturers  and  merchants  of  the  various  countries  into  closer 
relations,  and  thus  promoting  industry  and  commerce,  was  to  p>ro- 
vide  them  with  a  reliable  source  of  information  as  to  the  names 
of  firms  engaged  in  particular  lines  of  trade  or  production,  sxap 
plemented  with  the  latest  data  procurable  as  to  the  resourcres, 
commerce,  manufactures,  trade  usages,  patent  and  copyright  h^^^^^^ 
business  licenses,  customs  tariffs,  passport  regulations,  mining  la.^^^'^^ 
etc.,  of  the  American  Republics  and  the  West  Indian  and  C^*^' 
tral  and  South  American  colonies,  with  which  they  are  so  ir^^^' 
mately  associated  in  trade  intercourse.     It  was  recognized  amc^^^S 
the  businsss  men  of  the  United  States  that  a  work  of  this  c\^^^^' 
acter  was  one  of  the  most  immediate  necessities  for  expansion      ^^ 
trade  with  Latin-American  countries.     The  undertaking  was  cf^^ 
of  great  magnitude,  and  entailed  large  expenditures  of  xworm^^^^ 
and  time.     It  was  conducted  with  painstaking  care,  in  order  xiT^  ^ 
the  publication  should  be  recognized  everywhere  as  a  stand:^-  '^' 
authority.     The  first  volume  was  published   about  eight  monC^  ^^ 
from  the  time  of  its  inception,  and  the  second  volume  is  nc^^^^^^ 
about   to  be   issued.     When  the  first  copy  of  Volume  I.  of  t  ^^ 
Commercial  Directory  was  issued  by  the  Bureau,  November  P^         ' 
1897,  it  was  formally  presented  to  President  McKinley  by  S^^^ 
retary  Sherman,  representing  the  Executive  Committee  of  ^ 
Bureau  of  the  American  Republics,  who  was  accompanied 
other  members  of  that  committee. 

On  handing  the  volume  to  the  President,  the  Secretary  stat^  ^^^ 
that  such  a  publication  had  never  before  been  collated  and  giv    ^^ 
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le  world.  The  Bureau  is  in  receipt  of  letters  commendatory 
his  great  work  from  all  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  of  the 
ted  States  and  from  the  Chief  Executives  and  cabinet  mem- 
of  all  the  countries  interested  in  the  Union,  as  well  as  from 
leading  chambers  of  commerce  and  boards  of  trade.  Many 
tie  most  prominent  business  firms  of  the  United  States  have 
gized  the  publication  as  the  filling  of  a  long-felt  want,  reflect- 
great  credit  upon  the  sound  judgment  and  farseeing  mind  of 
late  Director. 

pon  the  decease  of  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Frederic  Emory,  Chief 
he  Bureau  of  Foreign  Commerce  of  the  Department  of 
e,  was  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  assume  charge 
be  Bureau  as  Acting  Director,  and,  on  February  28,  1898,  by 
lution  of  the  Executive  Committee,  this  gentleman  was 
)inted  Director,  provisionally.  Mr.  Emory  took  up  the  work 
re  it  had  been  left  by  his  predecessor,  and  is  engaged  in  car- 
5  out  the  general  interests  of  the  International  Union  on  the 

so  ably  laid  down  by  Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Emory  served  as 
etary  of  the  Bureau  from  March,  1893,  until  April  17,  1894, 
n  he  was  appointed  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  Com- 
:e  (then  the  Bureau  of  Statistics),  the  duties  of  which  are 
Ired  to  those  of  his  present  position  as  Director.  It  was  not 
I  May  21,  1898,  that  Mr.  Emory's  successor  as  Secretary  of 
Bureau  was  appointed,  the  position  having  remained  vacant 
le  meantime.  On  that  date  Dr.  Horacio  Guzman  was  desig- 
d  as  Secretary  under  special  authority  conferred  by  the 
cutive  Committee. 

>ne  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  to  the  extension  of  trade  between 
United  States  and  its  southern  neighbors  and  the  West  Indies 
r  to  the  establishment  of  the  Bureau  had  always  been  igno- 
e  on  the  part  of  the  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  first- 
led  country  regarding  the  peculiar  requirements  of  the  markets 

desired  to  control.  How  to  remove  this  obstacle  to  trade, 
1  up  those  markets  to  the  goods  of  the  United  States,  and 
e  these  and  those  of  her  sisters  on  the  south  interdependent 
been  the  object  of  much  serious  study.  Here  the  Bureau 
-  to  the  relief  of  the  busy  merchant  and  manufacturer  and 
icated  the  sound  judgment  of  the  conference  that  planned  it. 
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There  were  those  who  decried  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Interna- 
tional American  Conference  as  Utopian,  and  looked  upon  its  out- 
come (the  Bureau)  as  an  extravagant  and  useless  project     The 
importance  of  this  office  as  the  great  factor  in  the  social  and  com- 
mercial economy  of  the  whole  Western  Hemisphere,  however, 
has  been  clearly  and  practically  demonstrated.     It  no  longer  rests 
on  theory.     It  has  been  recognized  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  which  in  the  current  year  has  evidenced  its  appreciation  of 
the  work  it  is  doing  and  of  its  far-reaching  usefulness  by  passin; 
a  deficiency  bill  carrying  a  large  appropriation  to  pay  expense-^     ^ 
incurred  in  collating,  classifying,  and  publishing  the  immense  mj 
of  matter  which  it  has  issued,  including  the  Commercial  Dire* 
tory  of  the  American  Republics,  and  also  by  passing  the  appi 
priation  bill  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Bureau  for  the  next  fisc^ 
year  without  a  dissenting  vote. 

The  Bureau's  usefulness  has  been  recognized  by  all  the  leading 
mercantile  associations  of  the  United  States  and  other  countries 
forming  the   Union,  and  it  is  also  shown  by  the  large  advertising 
patronage  which  the  prominent  firms  of  the  country  named  ha.^^^ 
given  to  the  Monthly  Bulletin.     That  the  Bureau  has  promat:^^ 
good  fellowship,  extended  trade,  and  developed  important  co^^'^' 
mercial  interests  is  proven  beyond  cavil,  in  one  way  at  least,    ^7 
the   enormous   increase   in  postal   communications   between 
United  States  and  the  Latin- American  countries  in  the  pastei| 
years.     And  this  is  a  very  natural  result.     An  office  which  pi 
the  producer  in  direct  communication  with  the  consumer  mi 
have  an  immense  value  in  the  commercial  world,  and  it  needs 
the  means  to  live  in  order  to  more  clearly  attest  its  usefulness  a 
its  ability  to  supply  a  recognized  want. 
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MEETING  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

\CTS  OF  THE  PROVISIONAL  DIRECTOR  APPROVED.— APPOINT- 
MENT OF  SECRETARY  OF  THE  BUREAU. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  International  Union  of 
\merican  Republics  met  in  the  diplomatic  reception  room  of  the 
Department  of  State  on  Saturday,  the  21st  of  May,  at  1 1  a.  m. 
rhere  were  present  the  Secretary  of  State,  Hon.  William  R.  Day, 
Chairman;  Senor  Don  MatIas  Romero,  Minister  from  Mexico; 
5enor  Don  Jose  Andrade,  Minister  from  Venezuela;  Senor  Don 
\ntonio  del  Viso,  Charge  d'AfFaires  of  the  Argentine  Republic, 
ind  Frederic  Emory,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  the  American 
iiepublics.  A  report  from  the  Director,  describing  the  condition 
)f  affairs  in  the  Bureau  since  his  appointment,  February  28,  1898, 
vas  read  and  approved.  The  Director  stated  that  he  had  received 
etters  of  approval  of  the  present  business  methods  of  the  Bureau 
rom  various  sources,  including  business  interests  which  had  been 
mtagonistic.  There  was  a  general  exchange  of  views  among  the 
nembers  as  to  details  of  the  Bureau  business,  and  satisfaction  was 
ixpressed  with  the  results  of  the  policy  in  force  since  the  28th  of 
February.  The  committee  unanimously  adopted  a  resolution 
luthorizing  the  Director  to  appoint  a  Secretary,  pending  the  final 
eorganization  of  the  Bureau.  The  committee  adjourned  with  the 
inderstanding  that  it  would  meet  again  at  some  convenient  time 
n  the  latter  part  of  June,  to  be  determined  later,  to  consider  the 
[uestion  of  the  future  of  the  Bureau. 

In  his  report  the  Director  stated  that  he  had  invited  the  coopera- 
ion  of  the  National  Association  of  Manufacturers,  the  Philadel- 
)hia  Commercial  Museum,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
ii^ork,  and  other  important  trade  bodies,  in  the  effort  to  make  the 
ist  of  manufacturers  and  exporters  especially  interested  in  the 
Latin- American  trade,  which  was  in  course  of  preparation  for  the 
;econd  volume  of  the  Commercial  Directory,  as  representative 
md  accurate  as  possible,  and  that  he  had  received  valuable  assist- 
mce,  which  encouraged  the  hope  that  the  results  aimed  at  would 
3e  secured.  The  greater  part  of  the  second  volume  of  the 
Directory,  he  added,  is  in  type,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  volume 
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will  be  ready  for  delivery  about  the  15th  of  June.  Inasmuch  as 
the  price  originally  fixed  for  the  two  volumes  ($5)  was  found  to 
be  insufficient  to  cover  the  cost,  it  was  increased  to  $10  for  the 
entire  work.  The  change,  it  was  stated,  has  thus  far  met  with  no 
objection,  and  the  Director  expressed  himself  as  being  satisfied 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  Directory  would  be  sold 
on  this  basis,  without  outlay  by  the  Bureau  for  soliciting  sub- 
scriptions upon  commission,  to  contribute  materially  to  defraying 
the  cost. 

The  report  also  stated  that  the  change  in  the  business  policy  of 
the  Bureau,  in  abandoning  the  practice  of  soliciting  advertisements 
for  the  Monthly  Bulletin  upon  commission,  would,  so  far  from 
affecting  the  net  revenues  of  the  Bureau,  probably  result  in  secur- 
ing the  original  object  of  the  Executive  Committee,  which  he  under- 
stood to  be  to  obtain  an  income  available  for  the  gradual  expansion 
of  the  scope  of  its  work.  The  Committee  was  also  informed  that 
circulars  had  been  sent  out  inviting  subscriptions  to  the  Monthly 
Bulletin  from  manufacturers  and  exporters  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  the  responses  indicate  that  a  considerable  number  ot 
subscriptions  will  be  secured. 

Under  the  authority  conferred  by  the  executive  committee.  Dr. 
HoRACio  Guzman,  chief  Spanish  translator,  was  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  the  Bureau,  pending  its  final  reorganization.  The  Bureau 
has  been  without  a  secretary  since  the  resignation  of  Frederic 
Emory,  now  provisional  Director,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1894.  It 
was  felt  that  the  interests  of  the  Bureau  demanded  such  an  official 
in  consonance  with  the  original  intention  of  the  International 
American  Conference. 

The  new  Secretary,  Dr.  Guzman,  is  a  Latin-American,  capable 
of  conversing  in  Spanish  with  the  representatives  of  the  Union, 
and  transacting  business  with  them  with  special  knowledge 
of  the  institutions  and  methods  of  their  countries.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  city  of  Granada,  Nicaragua,  and  a  son  of  Gen. 
Fernando  Guzman,  who  was  President  of  that  country  from  1867 
to  1871.  Dr.  Guzman  was  educated  in  France  and  in  the  United 
States,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this  country,  except  for  brief 
intervals,  for  about  seventeen  years.  During  nine  years,  he  repre- 
sented Nicaragua  in  Washington  as  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary.      He  was  a  member  of  the  International 
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American  Conference.  He  became  Spanish  translator  of  the 
Bureau  of  the  American  Republics  in  June,  1897,  after  having 
passed  a  competitive  examination. 

To  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Guzman, 
Mr.  Arthur  W.  Fergusson,  a  member  of  the  staff  of  translators 
in  the  Bureau,  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Chief  Spanish 
Translator,  under  authority  conferred  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, February  28. 


TRADE  RELATIONS  IN  AMERICA.— XII.* 

INTERNAL  RESOURCES  OP  THE  WESTERN  COAST ^ OF  SOUTH 

AMERICA. 

In  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  December,  1897,  the  commercial 
development  of  the  westem  coast  of  South  America  was  treated 
with  particular  reference  to  its  relations  with  the  United  States. 
It  is  purposed  now  to  briefly  touch  upon  the  internal  wealth  of 
Jie  countries  in  the  southern  continent  bordering  on  or  adjacent  to 
:he  Pacific  Ocean,  with  the  exception  of  Colombia,  which  was 
covered  by  the  article  in  this  series  published  in  the  Bulletin 
for  May. 

The  countries,  then,  on  the  westem  littoral,  or  near  it,  are 
Bolivia,  Chile,  Ecuador,  and  Peru,  arranged  alphabetically.  The 
first-named  country  is  the  highest  republic  in  the  New  World, 
its  towering  table-lands,  encompassed  by  still  loftier  peaks,  bearing 
vegetation  and  furnishing  an  abiding  place  for  man  at  a  greater 
iltitude  than  any  other  known  spot  on  the  globe  Its  estimated 
irea  is  567,360  English  square  miles,  with  a  population  of  about 
i,ooo,ooo.  When  it  is  considered  that  only  one-quarter  of  this 
lumber  are  whites,  it  can  be  readily  understood  that  the  great  nat- 
iral  wealth  of  this  ancient  Incan  domain  lies  fallow  and  mostly 
jndeveloped.  Industries  are  few,  and  even  agriculture,  man's  first 
employment,  is  in  a  backward  condition.  Breadstuflfs,  potatoes, 
3eans,  etc.,  are  produced  in  quantities  sufficient  only  to  meet  the 
•equirements  of  the  home  demand.  Coffee  is  exported  to  the 
Argentine  Republic  and  Chile,  and  though  the  soil  is  emi- 
lently  fitted  for  raising  it,  more  sugar  is  imported  from  Peru  than 

*The  first  article  of  this  series,  by  the  laie  Joseph  P.  Smith,   Director,  was  pub- 
ished  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  July,  1897. 
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is  manufactured  locally,  where  the  cane  is  most  generally  grown 
for  distillation.     Rubber,  coca,  and  cinchona  bark  are  among  the 
important  products ;  the  former  is  now  outranking  most  of  the 
others,  and  has  become  the  subject  of  a  considerable   industry. 
The  Government  of  Bolivia  is  fostering  and  promoting  it  by  h"b- 
eral  concessions,  and  several  companies  have  been  formed  in  the 
United  States  to  engage  in  the  extracting  and  exporting  of  rubber. 
Bolivia  is  the  chosen  home  of  the  guanaco,  universally  used  as 
a  beast  of  burden,  furnishing  a  wool  of  which  many  articles  are 
made  by  the  Indians,  and  when  young  being  prized  as  an  article 
of  food.     This  animal  and  the  llama  are  known  as  the  camels  o 
the  New  World.     The  latter,  together  with  the  alpaca  and  th 
vicuna,  furnish  wool  of  varying  qualities.     Immense  herds  of  the 
animals  roam  the  abrupt  surface  of  the  country.     The  chinchill 
furnishes  a  fine  fur,  which  is  a  valuable  article  of  commerce. 

The  mineral  wealth  of  Bolivia  is  too  well  known  to  needco 
ment  here,  and  very  liberal  concessions  may  be  obtained  fi'om  tl    ne 
Government.     Horned  cattle,   sheep,   mules,   etc.,   are  raised    in 
large  numbers  and  exported  to  the  neighboring  countries,  vettMne 
industry  is  susceptible  of  much  greater  development. 

By  reason  of  her  isolated  position  and  her  lack  of  a  seapci^rt 
since  the  Peruvian-Chilean  war,  Bolivia's  foreign  commerce  pas^^s 
through  Arica,  MoUendo,  Antofagasta  and  the  eastern  river  ports 
of  Porto  Suarez  and  Villa  Bella.     The  chief  imports  are:  Pro^'^" 
sions,  hardware,  wines  and  spirits,  cotton,  woolen,  linen  and  s^*^ 
goods,  and  ready-made  clothes.     The  exports  are  silver,  rul>l>^^' 
copper,  wool,  hides  and  skins,  gold,  coffee,  coca,  and  cinchona- 
There    is    no    statistical  office    in  Bolivia,  and  it   is  thtvcS^^^ 
extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  secure  trustworthy  c^^^' 
mercial  data;  but  it  may  be  said  that  the  trade  of  the  Uni'^^ 
States  with  Bolivia  so  far  as  the  imports  are  concerned  is  nothi  ^& 
and  the  exports  are  next  to  nothing.     Germany  practically  c:^^^^' 
trols  the  import  trade  of  Bolivia  because  her  merchants  were     ^^^' 
seeing  enough  to  establish   branch  houses   there,  which  are      ^^^ 
managed  by  subjects  of  the  Kaiser  who  reside  in  the  country    ^^^ 
speak  Spanish  fluently,  an  accomplishment  without  which  no     »^^' 
eigner  can  hope  to  succeed. 

Where  the  Indian  population  so  largely  predominates  anci     *^^ 
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Its  are  so  few,  no  great  increase  in  the  import  trade  may  be 
iced  for  until  rapid  communication  and  contact  with  the  outer 
Id  shall  create  wants  now  absolutely  unknown.  A  commer- 
kindergarten  would  bring  about  the  desired  end:  optical  illus- 
ion is  more  prolific  in  results  than  all  the  circulars  in  the  world, 
?cially  where  the  ability  to  read  is  confined  to  the  few. 
n  the  matter  of  communications,  the  great  trade  and  industry 
moters,  Bolivia  is  very  deficient.  Her  natural  configuration 
much  to  do  with  this.  There  is  a  railway  line  connecting  the 
lean  port  of  Antofagasta  with  the  Bolivian  frontier  at  Ascotan, 
*nce  it  continues  as  far  as  Uyuni,  in  Bolivia.  A  branch  of 
road  runs  to  Huanchaca  and  to  Oruro,  the  total  length  being 
the  neighborhood  of  joo  miles.  Concessions  tor  other  lines 
e  been  granted  recently  and  the  routes  are  being  surveyed. 
e  route  is  to  connect  La  Paz,  the  capital,  with  the  Peruvian 
itier;  another  will  run  from  the  river  Paraguay,  in  the  east  of 
ivia,  to  Santa  Cruz;  still  another  will  join  Oruro  and  Cocha- 
iba,  and  a  fourth  will  furnish  a  steel  highway  between  Cholla- 
i  and  Potosi.  There  is  now  being  surveyed  a  line  from 
ivia  to  the  Argentine  Republic.  New  wagon  roads  are  being 
It,  and  suspension  bridges  are  being  thrown  over  the  larger 
rs.  In  1897,  the  total  length  of  telegraph  lines  in  the  Repub- 
w^as  2,980  miles,  running  to  the  Argentine  on  the  east  and  the 
ific  on  the  west,  with  several  interior  connections. 
The  field  which  Bolivia  offers  to  the  dwellers  in  the  gorged 
lements  of  the  world's  populous  centers  presents  many  alluring 
ures.  She  abounds  in  raw  materials  for  many  industries;  she 
>esses  forests  that  have  never  resounded  to  the  stroke  of  the  ax; 
has  thousands  of  square  leagues  of  fertile  land  and  far-stretch- 
plains  that  only  await  the  hoe  and  the  plow  of  the  careful 
landman  to  repay  his  toil  with  a  competence;  beneath  her  sur- 
lie  treasures  untold  that  will  enrich  him  who  brings  them  to 
light  of  day. 

KDRo  DE  Valdivia,  who  led  the  second  Spanish  expedition 
nst  Chile,  likened  the  country  to  the  blade  of  a  sword,  because 
-S  great  length  and  narrowness,  a  simile  by  no  means  inapt, 
"  the  Republic  has  a  length  of  2,270  miles  and  a  width  vary- 

rom  40  to  200  miles.     Its  area  is  293,970  square  miles.     But 
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narrow  as  it  is,  wonderfully  fertile  is  the  greater  part  of  its  soil, 
which  is  in  nowise  overcrowded,  the  census  of  1895  giving  its 
population  as  2,712,145,  or  9.2  inhabitants  per  square  mile,  his 
more  probable  that  the  population  then  exceeded,  and  it  certainly 
does  now  exceed,  3,200,000  inhabitants,  most  of  whom  are  pro 
gressive  and  energetic.  Of  this  number  one  and  a  half  millions 
are  engaged  in  agriculture,  producing  annually  about  28,500,000 
bushels  of  wheat  and  9,000,000  bushels  of  other  cereals,  besides 
vegetables,  fruits,  etc.  Small  as  is  its  population,  it  is  noted  for 
its  industrial  advancement.  It  is  stated  upon  good  authority  that 
more  than  500,000  head  of  cattle  and  2,000,000  sheep,  goats,  etc^ 
are  raised  in  the  country  every  year. 

The  mineral  produce  in  the  way  of  copper,  silver,  gold,  coal 
manganese,  etc..  Is  extensive.  Chile's  nitrate  fields  cover  an  area 
of  about  220,356  acres,  estimated  to  contain  2,316  million  metric 
quintals  of  the  nitrate  of  commerce.  The  total  product  trom  these 
fields  in  1896  is  given  as  1,092,000  tons.  English  capital  has  been 
largely  invested  in  this  industry.  An  idea  of  the  industrial  develop- 
ment ot  the  country  may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  in  1895  in 
the  Department  of  Valparaiso,  with  a  population  of  less  than 
200,000,  there  were  417  industrial  establishments,  which  during 
the  year  consumed  raw  material  to  the  value  of  20,057,573  pesos 
and  employed  12,616  operatives,  with  162  steam  engines,  having 
a  total  of  1,766  horse  power.  Among  these  establishments  were 
gas  works,  breweries,  sugar  refineries,  carriage  and  wagon  works, 
sawmills,  mineral  and  aerated  water  factories,  etc.  Tanneries,  as 
may  be  supposed,  form  a  flourishing  branch  of  the  manufacturing 
industry. 

Chile  was  the  first  country  in  South  America  to  construct 
railroads,  and  the  Government  has  always  promoted,  through 
large  subsidies  and  wise  legislation,  the  upbuilding  of  its  railway 
system.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1896  the  total  length  of 
the  railroad  lines  in  the  Republic  was  2,080  miles.  Of  this 
length  the  State  owned  and  had  in  operation  838  miles.  Private 
corporations  owned  and  operated  1,242  miles,  represented  by 
fifteen  different  lines.  The  Government  at  the  time  had  331 
miles  under  construction  and  being  surveyed.  The  leading  line 
is  the  Grand  Central,  belonging  to  the  State,  which  is  composed 
of  three  divisions — from  Valparaiso  to  Santiago  and  thence  to 
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Melipilla;  from  Santiago  to  Talca,  from  San  Fernando  to  Alcones, 
and  from  Pelequen  to  Peumo;  from  Talca  to  Talcahuano,  San 
Rosendo  to  Traiguen,  Santa  Fe  to  Los  Angeles,  and  Robleria  to 
V^ictoria,  a  total  of  766  miles.     Work  on  the  Transandine  Railway, 
connecting  Santa  Rosa  and  Mendoza,  which  had  been  interrupted 
for   a  considerable  time,  has  been  again  taken  up  and  will  be 
prosecuted  vigorously  by  the  Government.     When  the  46  miles 
of"  this  line   remaining  to  be  built  shall  be  completed,  the  last 
link  connecting  the  Atlantic  and   Pacific  oceans — Buenos  Aires 
on    the   former   and  Valparaiso   on    the  latter — will    have    been 
forged.     It  is  claimed  that  the  622  miles  separating  the  two  ports 
iTied  will  be  covered  by  express  trains  in  twenty-nine  hours, 
ere   are    25,000    miles    of  public  roads  and  2,875   miles   of 
"^v^aterway. 

-At  the  end  of  1895  the  length  of  the  State  telegraph  lines  was 
^,^65  miles,  with  8,330  miles  of  wire. 

Chile's  merchant  marine  consisted  in  1896  of  188  vessels,  with 
3.  t:c:>nnage  of  105,642  tons.  Forty-two  of  these  vessels  were  steam- 
^'"^.  English,  German,  and  French  lines  of  steamships  ply  regu- 
*^rly  between  the  coasts  of  Chile  and  Europe  through  the  Straits 
*^f^  Magellan,  and  constant  and  direct  communication  is  maintained 
"y  Chilean  and  foreign  steamship  lines  along  the  coast  as  far  as 
"^inama,  there  connecting  with  steamers  for  the  Atlantic,  Pacific, 
^^^cil  Gulf  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  for  Europe. 

C^hile  imports  the  bulk  of  the  manufactured  goods  she  con- 
^^-^rnes;  but  the  Government  offers  inducements  for  the  establish- 
^^^^nt  of  new  industries,  and  is  anxious  to  promote  manufactures. 
^  ^  recently  appropriated  $500,000  to  foster  iron  and  steel  enter- 
F^'^ises,  it  having  been  demonstrated  that  a  high  grade  of  iron  ore 
^^^ists  in  abundance  in  the  country. 

The   Republic  can  never  expect  to  build  up  a  large  export 

^^^de  with  the  United  States,  since  what  it  sends  abroad  princi- 

F^^lly  are  wheat,  copper,  silver,  nitrate,  manganese,  and  iodine;  the 

*^^st  three  of  which  being  the  only  articles  enumerated  not  pro- 

^uced  in  the  United  States.     However,  the  latter  country  may 

^'"gely  increase  its  export  trade  to  Chile  by  its  merchants  consigning 

^^^'r  goods  to  old-established  and  reputable  houses  in  Valparaiso, 

^^tiago,  and  elsewhere,  who  will  push  their  sale.     In  fine,  it  may 

^    Said  that  the  wealth  of  Chile  lies  in  the  development  of  its 
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magnificent  resources.  Its  scanty  population  being  insutBcient  Cro 
cope  with  the  task  unaided,  makes  it  apparent  that  those  froKi-Ti 
abroad  who  seek  there  shall  find. 

The  Republic  of  Ecuador — upon  whose  abruptly  undulatirm  g 
surface  the  sun  rays  fall  vertically ;  where,  by  reason  of  its  phy^^  i- 
cal  conformation,  an  elemental  and  botanical  confusion  reiga^; 
summer  mingles  with  winter,  and  seedtime  blends  with  harvest 
time — is  essentially  an  agricultural  country.     Writers  who  ha-x-^e 
visited  it  dwell  upon  the  poverty  of  language  to  express  the  ricti- 
ness  and  magnificence  of  vegetation  in  that  section  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent.     In  forest  lands  alone  Ecuador  possesses  well-nig^h 
incalculable  resources.     The  coast  produces  cacao,  coffee,  tobacc<3, 
vegetable  ivory,  all  kinds  of  tropical  fruits,  etc.     In  the  settled 
parts  of  the  interior  grow  wheat,  barley,  rye,  corn,  sugar  cane,  er^c:. 
Here  are  to  be  found  seven  different  kinds  of  cinchona,  mar"a  y 
varieties  of  palms,  Brazil  wood,  holy  wx)od,  ebony,  cedar,  and  oth^r 
timber  trees;  copal,  dragon's  blood,  storax,  and  several  varieties  ^i^t 
indigenous  plants  from  which  dyestuffs  are  obtainable;  fiber  plam.  ^s 
abound,  and  the  stemless  screw  pine  {Ccirludovica  palmata)  whicrrh 
furnishes  the  material  for  the  head  gear  known  the  world  aroufm-cl 
as  Panama  hats. 

The  country  is  also  very  rich  in  minerals;  gold,  silver,  quic"4c- 
silver,  and  other  metals  abounding,  although  the  mining  industry 
is  still  but  little  developed.     The  manufacturing  industries  a.re 
confined  principally  to  sugar,  flour,  and  sawmills,  cotton  factories, 
tanneries,  and  distilleries.     Chocolate  is  made  in  large  quantities, 
as  are  also  the  Panama  hats  above  mentioned. 

The  principal  articles  of  export  are  cacao,  rubber,  coflTee,  cincho^f^^ 
bark,  vegetable  ivory,  hats,  sole  leather,  dried  skins,  bamboo,  ta-^^' 
arinds,  tobacco,  rice,  and  mats.     Nearly  every  article  manufactu^^ 
in  the  United  States  suitable  for  a  population  of  1,270,000,  o^^^ 
two-thirds  of  which  are   Indians,  may  find  a  market  here.     'I^*'^^ 
population  is  distributed  over  an  area  of  about  120,000  squ^^^ 
miles,  showing  that  the  same  disproportion  of  population  to  ^^ 
exists  here  as  in  all  the  other  nations  of  the  southern  contin^^      \ 
and  that  the  foreicjners  who  would  better  their  fortunes  can  f^ 
here  dormant,  in  a  soil  that  needs  no  fertilizer,  the  natural  resour'^^^^ 
that  have  but  to  be  awakened  by  the  energetic  impulse  of  labo^ 
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returns  beyond  the  possibility  of  acquirement  in  less  privileged 
s. 

he  internal  communications  of  Ecuador  leave  much  to  be 
xd.  Throughout  a  greater  part  of  the  country,  mere  bridle 
s  fill  the  want.  Navigation  of  the  inland  waters  is  carried  on 
.  few  American  and  Ecuadorian  built  steamers  and  a  large 

of  canoes  and  other  small  craft. 

here  is  a  railroad — the  only  one  in  the  Republic — running 
reen  Duran  (opposite  Guayaquil)  and  Chimbo,  a  distance  of 
niles.  Late  in  the  year  1897,  the  Government  of  Ecuador 
red  into  a  contract  with  a  New  York  capitalist  tor  the  exten- 

of  this  line  to  Quito,  the  seat  of  government.  The  undertak- 
is  a  bold  and  expensive  one,  heights  ranging  from  8,100  to 
00  feet  above  sea  level  having  to  be  traversed  in  a  total  length 
ome  404  miles  between  tide  water  and  Quito.  The  route  is 
sed  by  so  many  rivers  and  streams  that  it  is  calculated  that  830 
ges  will  have  to  be  constructed  along  the  line.  The  cost  of 
work  is  estimated  at  $17,530,000.  There  are  five  lines  of 
n  steamships  touching  regularly  at  Ecuadorian  ports,  as  fol- 
► :  The  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  (English)  and  the 
ipania  Sudamericana  de  Vapores  (Chilean)  plying  between 
oaraiso  and  Panama,  touching  at  Guayaquil;  the  Gulf  line 
glish)  running  between  the  last-named  port  and  Glasgow,  Liv- 
►ol, and  Greenock;  the  Hamburg-Pacific  Steamship  Line  (Ger- 
)  plying  between  Guayaquil  and  Hamburg  and  Antwerp; 
trench  Pacific  Line,  running  between  Havre  and  the  Pacific 
s  of  South  America.  There  are  two  principal  lines  making 
;ular  trips:  The  Kosmos  Line  (German)  touching  at  Guaya- 

about  once  a  month,  and  the  Merchants'  Line,  composed  of 
;lish  ships  chartered  by  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.,  of  New  York, 
ling  between  New  York  and  Guayaquil.      These  lines  also 

at  Chilean  and  Peruvian  ports. 

'eru,  with  an  area  of  463,747  square  miles,  has  a  population  of 
11,844.  ^^^  three  centuries  the  mention  of  its  name  has  called 
visions  of  wealth  and  opulence,  which,  through  a  long  series  of 
%  internecine  and  foreign,  have  come  to  be  regarded  as  figments 
he  brain ;  but  they  are  not  .mere  fancy — there  still  exists  in  that 
)red  land  a  wealth  and  opulence  of  resources  that  may  be  con- 
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verted  into  the  medium  which  develops  and  promotes  industry  am 
secures  the  comforts  of  life. 

The  agricultural  resources  of  Peru  are  abundant  and  variec 
ranging  from  all  the  products  of  the  temperate  zone  to  many  (  ~  ^t' 
the  torrid.     Its  great  staples  are  the  potato,  which  it  first  introduce^    d 
to  the  world,  all  the  breadstuffs,  sugar  cane,  cotton,  rice,  tobacci 
coffee,  cacao,  an  infinity  of  fruits,  many  medicinal  and  fiber  plan 
and  dyewoods,  chief  among  which  productions  are  cotton,  coffe 
and  sugar.     In  1895  the  exports  of  cotton  reached  5,500  toi 
The  annual  exports  of  cotFee  are  about  1,060  tons.     There  as 
95,000  acres  planted  in  sugar  cane.     The  production  in  i89( 
amounted  to  65,000  tons. 

As  is  the  case  in  the  other  countries  where  foreign  capital       is 
just  beginning  to  seek  investment,  so  far  as  the   United  States 
concerned,  manufacturing  industries  are  not  yet  out  of  leadii 
strings,  but  rapid  strides  are  being  made  along  this  line.     A  pn 
tective  tariff  in  recent  years  has  stimulated  native  enterprise  ai 
many  important  industries  have  been  planted.     The  refining 
petroleum,  which  article  is  found  in  abundance  in  the  countr 
gives  promise  of  becoming  a  source  of  great  wealth  to  the  Repul 
lie.     It  is  quite  extensively  carried  on,   and   kerosene  is  bein^^*^^ 
exported  to  Ecuador,  Bolivia,  and  Chile.     Alpaca  wool  is  export^^^  <1 
to  the  extent  of  4,000,000  pounds  a  year,  worth  about  $2,000,00— 
Peru   manufactures  and  annually  exports  chemicals,  drugs,  ar 
dyestuflfs  to  the  amount  of  $7,500,000. 

To  dwell  upon  the  mineral  wealth  of  this  rich  country  wou.  T.  <i 
be  to  rehearse  an  "oft-told  tale;"  but  it  maybe  said  that  there  ^m^rt 
many  sections  still  absolutely  untouched  that  would  yield  torture <^s 
to  those  having  the   capital  to  develop  them.     The  total  sil^'^^^ 
production  of  Peru  in  1896  was  estimated  at  3,300,000  ounc^^- 
The  number  of  mining  and  metal  works  and  petroleum  refinen^^* 
in  operation  in  the  same   year  was  stated  to  be  56,  with  a  tCP^-^ 
capital  of    18,781,000  soles  (a  sol    being   now  worth  about     -^ 
cents),  nearly  half  the  companies  engaged  in  these  industries  he:^^^ 
Peruvian.     Recent  gold  discoveries  have  been  made  which  c^^^^ 
firm  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  wealth  of  the  land.     Herer-^ 
elsewhere  in  the  countries  under  consideration,  the  great  dr^^ 
back  to  the  successful  exploitation  of  the  metalliferous  regi  ^""^ 
lies  in  the  absence  of  means  ot  communication. 
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The  merchant  navy  of  Peru  in  1896  consisted  of  36  vessels  of 
^er  50  tons,  with  a  total  tonnage  of  9,953  tons;  and  96  vessels 
ider  50  tons,  aggregating  1,246  tons. 

The  principal  ports  of  the  Republic  are  Callao,  Huacho, 
neon,  Pacasmayo,  Chola,  MoUendo,  Eten,  Supe,  Pisco,  Salaverry, 
lyta,  and  Chimbote,  all  of  which  have  good  piers,  and  Callao 
Ls  a  floating  dock  300  feet  long. 

The  steamship  route  of  prime  importance  to  the  United  States 
that  between  Panama  and  Valparaiso,  which  is  monopolized  by 
e  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  and  the  Compania  Sud- 
nericana  de  Vapores,  already  mentioned  above,  in  combination, 
he  steamers  of  these  lines  connect  at  Panama  with  the  Pacific 
lail  steamships  to  San  Francisco,  and  at  Colon,  across  the  Isth- 
us,  wirh  steamers  to  New  York,  New  Orleans  (one  way),  and 
ith  principal  European  ports.  There  are  several  lines  of  freight 
tamers  engaged  in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  which  touch  at 
eruvian  ports. 

There  are  no  highways  in  Peru.  The  Indian,  the  mule,  and 
e  llama  furnish  the  greater  part  of  the  transportation  facilities. 

Peru   spent   ^36,000,000  sterling  in    building   her   railroads, 
eluding  those  ceded  to  Chile,  and  the  builders  performed  some 
the   most   marvelous  engineering    feats    the   world    has  ever 
lown. 

In  1895,  the  total  length  of  the  railroad  lines  was  924  miles, 
)0  of  which  belong  to  the  State.  This  latter  mileage  is  repre- 
nted  by  ten  lines,  which,  together  with  the  guano  deposits, 
ines,  and  state  lands,  in  1890  were  mortgaged  for  66  years  to 
e  Peruvian  Corporation,  largely  made  up  of  English  capital. 
here  are  six  lines  of  railway  owned  and  operated  by  private 
►mpanies.  The  Government  has  in  service  1,491  miles  of  tele- 
aph  lines. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  nature  has  been  lavish 
ith  her  gifts  to  the  four  geographical  divisions  named,  and  that 
I  they  need  to  take  an  enviable  position  in  the  great  sisterhood 

American  Commonwealths  is  increased  population  and  better 
id  swifter  means  of  communication.  The  statements  made  and 
e  figures  cited  show  that,  so  far  as  the  latter  desideratum  is  con- 
iered,  the  capitalists  of  the  United  States  have  not  evinced  their 
overbial  farsightedness  and  energetic  action.      It  were  idle  to 
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refer  again  to  the  immeasurable  advantages  the  Nicaragua  Canj^^j 
would  bring  to  the  commerce  of  all  the  western  coast  of  Sout  _^)i 
America  and  the  eastern  and  Gulf  shores  of  the  United  State  — i-s. 
A  manufacturing  country  must  seek  buyers.     They  lie  south  ot  ii^^s 
Rapid  communication  will  bring  them  to  our  doors. 

Statistics  are  dry  things.  They  are  not  palatable  to  peoj)^  k 
generally.  The  unbelieving  may  urge  that  they  are  tainted  wi  tb 
the  alleged  mendacity  of  interest;  but  while  all  things  hum  .=iin 
remain  imperfect,  statistics  will  serve  one  useful  object — they  will, 
straw-like,  show  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  commercial  c^tjr- 
rents,  and  those  of  us  interested  in  trade,  like  wise  mariners,  sho\-m  W 
trim  our  sails  and  shape  our  course  so  as  to  take  advantage  of  both. 

Bishop  Berkeley  has  said  that  the  course  of  empire  has  ta^*^ 
its  way  westward.  The  star  of  commerce  points  toward  "t^^^ 
Southern  Cross. 


SENHOR    SALVADOR    DE    MENDONgA. 

Senhor  Salvador  de  Mendon^a,  who  on  the  18th  ultii'*^^^' 
placed  in  President  McKinley's  hands  the  letter  terminating"  ^'^ 
mission  as  Envoy  ^Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary''  ^ 
Brazil  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  he  ha^  ^ 
acceptably  conducted  during  the  last  seven  years,  takes  with  h»  ^^ 
to  his  new  and  honorable  diplomatic  post  at  Lisbon  the  corc^-  "^^ 
esteem  of  the  officials  and  people  of  the  United  States.  T  ^ 
"Washington  Post,"  referring  to  his  departure,  admirably  expre^ 
the  obligation  of  the  United  States  to  this  accomplished  Mini^ 
"for  the  broad  and  statesmanlike  views  which  have  alwavs  acr 
ated  him,  for  the  able  and  tactful  diplomacy  which  he  has 
played,  and  above  all  for  the  unvarying  friendship  which  he 
shown  toward  us  as  a  nation." 

Senhor  Mendon^a  has  broad  and  liberal  political  principl 
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lerited  from  the  Radicals  of  the  days  of  the  Regency  and 
moused  early  in  life,  when,  as  a  young  advocate  at  the  bar,  he 
led  in  the  establishment  of  a  Republican  journal  in  Rio — the 
>t  enterprise  of  the  kind  undertaken  during  the  Empire — and 
xst  tenaciously  and  enthusiastically  held  and  advocated  by  him 
this  day.  Selected  twenty-three  years  ago  as  Consul-General 
New  York  by  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  who  was  not  ill-disposed 
vard  Republicans  and  at  the  same  time  not  averse  to  sending 
ira  abroad,  Senhor  Mendon^a  has  had  in  the  United  States 
usual  opportunities,  which  he  has  zealously  utilized,  for  the 
)se  study  of  institutions  that  always  interested  him,  and  for  form- 
5  a  more  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  jurists  and  statesmen 
lose  teachings  he  had  early  learned  to  revere. 
But  Minister  Mendon^a  has  been  not  merely  an  observer  and 
tener.  This  representative  of  the  youngest  Republic  of  the 
jthern  continent,  by  reason  of  his  broad  views  of  policy  and  his 
hesitating  adherence  to  the  principles  of  popular  government, 
s  in  the  past  seven  years  inspired  and  sustained  those  charged 
th  the  affairs  of  this  whole  continent  in  adopting  measures  tend- 
l  to  elevate  their  respective  peoples  and  to  make  for  peace  and 
tional  honor.  To  quote  from  the  appreciative  editorial  in  the 
^ost":  "'  He  has  from  first  to  last  been  an  industrious  worker  in 
erything  that  tended  to  more  completely  cement  the  relations  of 
I  United  States  with  his  own  progressive  Republic."  His  suc- 
ssful  service  in  respect  of  the  reciprocity  arrangements  of  1891 
th  the  United  States,  his  earnest  efforts  in  the  Pan-American 
nference  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  international  court 

•  the  peaceful  settlement  of  disputes,  and  his  zealous  support  of 

•  Commercial  Bureau  of  the  American  Republics,  representing 

*  International  Union,  are  fresh  in  the  public  mind. 

During  his  residence  in  the  United  States,  Senhor  Mendon^a, 
his  pubil :  addresses,  by  his  contributions  to  the  leading  reviews 
the  country,  by  his  elegant  hospitality,  has  gained  especially  the 
eem  of  cultivated  people.  His  articles  in  the  "North  Ameri- 
1  Review,"  and  his  recent  address  to  the  manufacturers  at  Phil- 
elphia,  as  well  as  the  farewell  speech  which  appears  in  this 
jlletin,  have  a  charm  of  style  that  is  the  more  remarkable  from 

*  fact  that  English  is  not  his  native  tongue.     At  his  home,  the 
istic  and  literary  society  of  Washington  found  rare  culture  and 
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refinement,  and  it  was  there  that  diplomatic  representatives  from 
Europe  and  America  were  drawn  into  an  intimacy  closer  perhiips 
than  had  ever  existed  before  in  Washington. 

Following    is    the   address    of   Minister    Mendon^a,    and    rhe 
response  of  President  McKinley  : 

The  Minister  said: 

Mr.  President:  I  have  the  honor  to  place  in  your  hands  the  revocatory  letter 
bv  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Brazil  terminates  mv  missio" 
near  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Hoping  that  Your  Excellency  may  concur  in  the  belief  expressed  by  my  G<:>^'' 
ernment  that  I   have,  in  fulfillment  of  its  instructions,  discharged   the  dutic>      ^*^ 
my  mission   in   an   agreeable   manner  to   your   Government,  and  adding  to  «^  *^* 
expression  of  the  best  wishes  of  the  President  of  Brazil  for  your  happiness  at  ^^^ 
for  the  prosperity  of  your  country  my  personal  good  wishes,  I   might  consic^-^^^ 
closed  my  official  address. 

But  friends  do  not  part  in  the  solemn  hour  in  which  the  nation  is  called  "^^ 
arms,  with  diplomatic  forms  merely.  Moreover,  my  debt  of  gratitude  to  yo^'  *^*^ 
people  and  Government  for  the  treatment  which  I  have  received  at  your  ham-  *^^ 
during  a  residence  of  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century  is  so  great  that  I  can  nt.  '^^^ 
take  leave  without  expressing  to  the  first  citizen  of  this  mighty  republic  1 — -^"*y 
heartfelt  appreciation  of  your  benevolence  toward  a  student  of  your  institutii^  '*^^ 
and  an  admirer  of  the  high  character  of  your  nation. 

Opening  your  country  since  the  colonial  times  as  a  land  of  refuge,  and  esta^^B^  fc- 

lishing  your  commonwealth  on  the  solid  foundation  of  the  freedom  ofconscieni ^; 

giving  to  the  world  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence;  affirmi —     ^■^g 
by  the  consolidation  of  the  Union  and  by  the  abolition  of  slavery  that  this  cc^^  ^*^- 
tinent  was  thenceforth  consecrated   to  liberty,  your  people  have  come  to  c^    5^c 
front  rank  as  a  powerful  factor  of  modern  civilization.      Fearless   before  tr     *"^c 
strong,  magnanimous  toward  the  feeble,  deeply  convinced  that  justice  and  n^=^  '^f 
are  the  corner  stones  of  the  state  and  fairness  the  measure  of  international  de  -===*-  ^' 
ings;  industrious,  intelligent,  law  abiding,  and  peace  loving,  your  nation  can \^^  ^srii 
be  proud  of  its  achievements,  and  no  one  has  had  a  better  opportunity  thar~^      ' 
to  satisfy  himself,  by  a  careful   observation  of  men   and    laws,  of  your  stea-  -^^7 
advancement  and  progress. 

I  have  seen  your  country  in  its  days  of  joy  and  of  sorrow.      I  saw  at  the  r  ^c^" 
ebration  of  the  centenary  of  your  independence,  the   past-master  in  the  art        *^ 
war  open  the  great  fair  of  the  arts  of  peace,  and  reveal  to  the  world  the  douK^^^ 
greatness  of  the  nation  which  in  ten  years  had  transformed  swords  and  guns  ii^ 
implements  of  industry.      I  saw  the  great  hero  laid  to  rest  in  the  heart  of  y<^" 
great    metropolis,   amid    the   mourning  of  the  whole   land,   and  witnessed  ^"^^ 
apotheosis  celebrated  by  the  voice  of  the  entire  nation.      I  saw  the  Chief  Mag 
trate  of  the  nation  felled  by  an  assassin's  hand  and  observed  the  Republic  coi 
tinue  firm  and  serene  under   the  empire  of  the  law.      In   its  joy  or  sorrow  n 
nation  did  not  depart  a  moment  from  the  confidence  in  its  high  destiny. 

I   have  visited   the  different   regions   of  your  broad   land;    I  know  the  actlvi 
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icn  of  the  East,  the  open-hearted  inhabitants  of  the  West,  and  the  chivalrous 
outherner.  Ii  has  been  my  fortune  to  meet  the  statesman,  the  scientist,  the 
rtist,  the  manufacturer,  the  farmer,  and  the  workman.  Their*  common  ideal 
.  the  honor  and  greatness  of  their  country. 

I  have  trod  the  modest  paths  of  the  land  which  lead  to  sacred  places;  Mount 
'ernon,  where  the  founder  lies;  Hollywood,  where  Monroe  rests;  Oak  Hill, 
^here  Blaine  reposes.  I  have  listened  to  the  voices  of  the  wind  passing  through 
le  branches  of  the  oaks  which  cast  their  shade  over  their  tombs  and  learned 
le  secret  of  your  greatness.  May  yours  be  an  inspiring  example  to  the  whole 
ontinent.  It  has  been  my  aspiration  before  leaving  your  country  to  sit  again 
t  a  table  around  which  all  the  American  republics  would  reenact  on  a  more 
3lid  basis  the  agreement  outlined  by  the  unratified  treaty  of  the  28th  of  April, 
890,  distributing  the  responsibilities  of  the  policy  of  Monroe  by  the  members 
f  the  compact,  as  it  is  due  to  their  sovereign  character.  Blessed  be  the  day 
'^hich  shall  witness  the  meeting  of  such  a  congress,  first  step  for  the  establish- 
lent  of  an  American  Diet,  high  court  of  the  international  affairs  of  our  continent. 

Wherever  the  duty  to  my  beloved  country  will  call  me,  I  can  assure  you  that 
ly  heart  and  sympathy  will  be  with  your  noble  people  and  with  the  standard- 
earer  of  the  republican  America,  who  is  advancing  the  outposts  of  human  free- 
om  into  the  last  intrenchments  of  the  past. 

PRESIDENT    M'KINLEY's    RESPONSE. 

ft 

The  President  replied  as  follows: 

Mr.  Minister  :  Recalling  your  many  years  of  efficient  and  friendly  rcpresenta- 
ion  at  this  capital,  and  mindful  of  the  agreeable  associations  which  you  have 
3rmed  with  the  officers  of  this  Government  in  the  fulfillment  of  your  honorable 
lission,  I  can  not  but  feel  regret  that  your  transfer  to  another  post  terminates 
he  personal  relations  you  have  so  acceptably  maintained  with  this  Government 
.nd  with  the  people  of  this  country;  although  I  must,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  further  proof  of  confidence  in  your  ability  and  zeal  which 
■our  own  Government  has  given  you  in  assigning  you  to  another  important 
nission. 

The  eloquent  words  you  have  addressed  to  me  show  that  your  long  sojourn 
n  this  country  and  your  many  opportunities  of  observation  and  of  intercourse 
vith  our  people  have  imbued  you  with  a  clear  perception  alike  of  the  his- 
orical  and  moral  origins  of  our  political  and  intellectual  system  and  of  the  high 
•urposes  which  have  ever  inspired  our  Commonwealth  in  its  relations  with  the 
•ther  communities  of  the  earth,  whether  they  be  our  neighbors  or  our  distant 
riends,  our  coadjutors  or  our  generous  rivals  in  the  paths  of  industry  and  com- 
merce, or  whether  allied  to  us  bv  ties  of  blood  and  similarity  of  constitutional 
Drms  or  divided  by  differences  of  race  and  governmental  structure. 

For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  you  have  dwelt  among  us,  a  spectator  of 
»ur  domestic  development  and  an  interested  student  of  the  great  social  and 
lolitical  problems  which  have  so  seriously  confronted  all  the  nations  during 
hcse  closing  years  of  the  world's   most  eventful   century,  and  from  which   the 
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United  States,  while  steadily  keeping  to  their  own  self-appointed  path,  have  not 
been  exempt.  However  sore  the  passing  trial,  or  hard  the  problem  of  the  h  our. 
you  have  seen  it  met  by  the  calm  reason  and  hearty  fortitude  of  our  people 
furnishing  additional  evidence  of  the  wisdom  of  those  who  founded  the  rep u  !)])(. 
on  the  immutable  bases  of  union,  justice,  self-control,  and  charity  toward  al  I, 

I   wish  for   you,  Mr.  Minister,  all   personal   happiness  in   your  new   fielci    of 
useful  duty.      May  the  memories  you  take  with  you  of  the  friendship  and  esteem 
you  have  won  here  be  matched  by  those  which  lie  before  you  in  another  lajij. 

In  thus  bidding  you  farewell,  I  ask  you  to  be  the  messenger  of  the  earnest, 
fraternal  greetings  of  this  Government  and  people  to  Brazil  and  its  citizens,  and 
of  their  trust  that  they  may  long  reap  the  fruits  of  their  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  self-government,  and  that  the  blessings  of  peace,  advancement,  and  plenty 
may  ever  be  their  lot ;  and  I  beg  you  to  assure  the  President  of  the  rcpublicr  oi 
my  cordial  wishes  for  his  personal  welfare. 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 


DESTINATION  OF  THE  LEADING  EXPORTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  iSc^T 


The   table   below,  showing    the   destination    of  the  princi 
articles  of  export  from  Argentina  for  the  year  1897,  is  taken  frc 
the  "Review  of  the  River  Plate"  of  January  29,  1898,  compil 
from  official  statistics  of  the  Government : 


al 


United 
Kingdom. 


United 
States. 


France.    Germany.  Belgium.      Ital  ^-. 


Dry  oxhides 

Salt  oxhides 

Dry  horseliidcs 

Salt  horsehides 

Sheepskins bales.  . 

Hair do.  ... 

Tallow pipes.  . 

Do hojrslieads.  . 

Goatskins bales .  .  .  . 

Wool do. . .  . 

Frozen  wethers 2, 

Wheat tons.  . 

3iaize cio,... 

Linseed   do.  .  .  . 

Flour do 

Bran do.  .  .  . 

Pollards bags.  . 

Oilseed do.  . . 

Birdseed do 

Hay bales. . 

Quebracho tons. . 

Tobacco bales.  .  . . 

Butter cases.  . 

Sugar tons. . 


9.515 

28.  476 


I,  209,929 


II,  190 
267 

5.837 
10,  511 

1.571 

•   •■••••■ 

19.  462 

009,075 

10,  802 

69.  255 

51.852 


I,  040 

851 


91.285 

109.  318 

6.828 

II,  206 

48.  075 

469 

8,574 

4.  on 

11.205 

1,006 


289,051 

352.717 

i  74.418 
'  68,  490 

,     3. 539 
I         642 

i         919 
2,570 

!    1.375 


2, 590 

49,675  ii88,  no 

,  57.358 

I         811 

a4.  712 

i  43. 767 


97.  977 


••     ! 


210,080 

372,  604 

1,989 

9.855 

1.934 

2, 059 

414 

1,580 

750 

2 

80,  202 


1.233       14.  30S 
8,271    I    51.772 


289 

5,626 

23,  258 


1.  512 
I,  160 


31 
2,  968 


16,811 

1 50,  002 

4.263 

I,  127 

2,419 

3.697 


6,  898 
23.  456 


16.655 

29 

3.460 


94.908 


38.713 
3.815 


9.481 
3.069 
2,061 

11.942 
46 


15.402 
22,  058 


482.  S20 
29.  -I-'^ 


5.099 


462 

lO.  74/ 

432 

^   •  • 

*'  '^39 
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es 

es 

hides 

hides 

s bales. . 

do.... 

pipes. . 

casks. . 

. . .  .hogsheads. . 
5 bales. . 

do. . . . 

ihers 


tons, 

do. . . 

do. . , 

do... 

do. . . 

bags 

do. . . 

do... 

bales. 

) tons. 

bales. 

cases. 

tons. 


Spain. 


206,  024 

2,674 

117 


Cape 
Colony. 


Brazil.       Orders. 


42,  662 


3.  779 

2,345 

3.487 

7 

43 


3,802 

5.441 
6,  171 


57 
172 

14 


12 
9.994 


253 

1S8 


242 


46.  249 

jioi,  068 

201 

40,461 

1.799 


18, 156 

58. 735 

45.312 

2 

684 


38,035 


II,  461 

671,  266 


5,268 

4.  948 

55.070 

180 


462 


07 


13.  120 


Other    I 
countries. 


2,000 


ToUl. 


2,345 
289 


2,  636 

11,258 

1,015 

132 
70 

50 


12.474 
I,  260 


2,  500,  704 

937,  864 

83. ^52 

89.551 
70,  726 

4.750 

34.  072 

29.  235 
28.  365 

3.605 

454.015 
2,066,433 

94,  289 

374,  439 
167,852 

40,  624 

47.  647 
155.930 
132,462 

20,  956 

733.  354 
123, 526 

4.041 
15,866 

40,  374 


BRAZIL. 

TRADE  OF  PERNAMBUCO  IN   1897. 

British  Foreign  Office  has  recently  issued  the  report  of 
msul  Williams  on  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  con- 
;trict  of  Pernambuco  for  the  year  1897. 
ring  to  the  new  industrial  enterprise  inaugurated  by  the 
V  Lima  late  Governor  to  introduce  and  develop  a  system 
al  sugar  factories  or  "usines,"  Consul  Williams  states 
ing  to  the  fall  in  exchange  and  injudicious  management, 
ritorious  undertaking  has  not  proven  successful.  The 
:1s  trade  of  Pernambuco  is  said  to  be  largely  in  the  hands 

Swiss  firms;  the  remainder  is  carried  on  by  Portuguese 
ve  houses.  From  the  report,  it  would  seem  that  there  is 
Dpening  for  LInited  States  manufacturers  in  this  line,  but 
•  to  secure  it  energetic  effort  will  have  to  be  put  forth, 
leral  prospects  of  the  import  trade  are  very  favorable  at 
le.      Large    entries,  covering    all    kinds   of  goods,  have 

been  telegraphed  to  Europe,  and,  owing  to  the  very 
cx:ks  on  hand,  it  is  thought  by  the  Vice-Consul  that  this 

will  continue  for  an  indefinite  period. 
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Sugar  and  cotton  are  the  principal  productions  and  exports  of 
the    State   of   Pernambuco.     The   crops  of    1896-97  gave  the 
smallest  yield  of  any  since   1889-90.     This  falling  off  is  attrib- 
uted chiefly  to  unfavorable  weather,  both  drought  and  flood  doi  ng 
great  damage  to  the  growing  cane   and  cotton.     The  prese-nt 
crops  (1897-98)  promise  to  be  somewhat  larger,  but  will  still  fce 
short  of  the  average.     The  anticipated  higher  prices  of  therse 
staples  give  promise  of  better  financial  conditions  to  follow.    T 
bulk  of  the  sugar  and  cotton  being  now  consumed  at  home  t 
quantity^  exported  has  grown  less  year  by  year. 

The  new  coastwise  law,  restricting  the  traffic  to  Brazilian  v* 
sels,  which  went  into  effect  on  December  5,  1896,  and  concerni 
which  serious  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  the  Brazil!  :=:in 
mercantile  marine  would  not  prove  adequate  to  meet  the  demam  <ds 
of  the  trade,  has  successfully  demonstrated  its  practicability. 

Numerous  factories  have  been  established  in  the  State  and  a. re 
working  successfully.     Among  these  are  a  gunpowder  factory  a.  xnd 
a  jute  factory,  while  cotton  mills,  soap  works,  and  a  match  factory, 
all  protected  by  a  high  tariff",  are  doing  well.     Labor  is  plentil-u/ 
and  cheap,  and  the  hours  are  excessively  long,  work  being  carried 
on  in  some  of  the  cotton  mills  for  fourteen  hours.     In  the  af^/- 
cultural  districts  an  ordinary  "hand"  receives  about  30  cents  per 
day,  working  from  sunrise  to  sunset. 

Pernambuco  is  well  supplied  with  submarine-cable  communica- 
tion, besides  a  telegraph  line  up  and  down  the  coast  owned  by  the 
Federal  Government.     The  three  English  companies  owning  ^^^ 
cables  are :  The  Brazilian  Submarine  Telegraph  Company,  fr^^ 
Pernambuco  to   Europe  via  St.  V^incent  (Cape  de  Verde)   ^^^ 
Madeira;    the  South  American  Cable  Company,  from  Perni^^" 
buco  to  Europe  via  Fernando  da  Noronha  and  Senegal  on    ^ 
west  coast  of  Africa;  and  the  Western  and   Brazilian  Tele^^^ 
Company,  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  between  Para  and  Santos. 

The  cotton  crop  in  the  district  of  Penedo  for  the  year  t  ^^' 

was  about  21,000  bales,  an  increase  of  c,ooo  bales  over  the    J^ 

.  to 

duction  of  the  preceding  year,  and  prices  ranged  from  $1.9^^ 

$2.30  per  15  kilos.     The  maize  crop  was  a  large  one,  ama«-^ 

ing  to  54,000  bags,  an  increase  of  32,000  bags  over  last  y^^ ' 

The  sugar  crop  was  practically  nothing,  perhaps    10,000  bag^^  ^ 

heavy  flood  having  destroyed  the  growing  cane.     The  trade  ^^ 
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goat  and  sheep  skins  suffered  a  great  reduction.  From  an  entry  of 
1  50,000  skins  per  month  two  years  ago,  Penedo  is  now  receiving 
only  about  15,000  per  month.  Salted  dry  hides  are  estimated  at 
70,000  for  the  year. 

From  Ceara,  it  is  reported  that  much  attention  is  being  given  to 
the  planting  of  "manicoba,"  and  a  million  of  trees  are  expected 
to  be  in  full  growth  within  the  next  four  years.  The  mani9oba  is 
a  kind  of  Euphorbiacea^  the  sap  of  which  contains  rubber.  This 
rubber  so  nearly  resembles  the  Para  rubber  that  in  European  mar- 
kets it  is  sold  under  the  general  name  "  Brazil  rubber,"  without 
making  any  distinction  as  to  the  State  whence  it  is  exported. 
Manicoba  abounds  in  the  State  of  Ceani,  especially  in  the  districts  of 
Ceara,  Baturite,  and  Itapipoca.  The  price  ranges  from  58  cents 
to  $1  per  kilo.  The  process  of  extracting  this  rubber  is  about  the 
same  as  that  followed  in  the  States  of  Para  and  Amazonas. 

The  report  from  Parahyba  do  Norte  represents  the  cotton  crop 
of  that  district  to  be  much  in  excess  of  that  of  1896,  while  sugar 
shovi'ed  a  decrease.  The  bulk  of  the  sugar  produced  in  Parahyba 
goes  to  Rio  and  southern  ports,  the  remainder  to  the  United  States. 

V^ice-Consul  Bolshaw  reports  from  Rio  Grande  do  Norte  that 
the  year  has  been  a  very  favorable  one  for  the  staples — cotton,  sugar, 
and  rubber.  The  cotton  is  sent  almost  exclusively  to  southern 
Brazilian  ports  for  consumption  in  the  national  factories,  while 
rubber,  hides,  and  skins  are  shipped  to  the  United  States,  that 
market  also  practically  monopolizing  the  sugar  yield. 

WARNING  TO  EXPORTERS. 

For  the  protection  of  the  public  health,  the  Government  has 
found  it  desirable  to  subject  all  wines,  lard,  and  other  alirhentary 
substances  arriving  in  the  country  to  an  official  analytical  inspec- 
tion before  being  delivered  for  general  consumption.  The  law 
under  which  the  analysis  is  conducted  is  as  follows: 

The  wines,  lard,  as  well  as  any  alimentary  substance  condemned  by  the 
national  laboratory,  can  not  be  cleared,  and  its  owners  or  consignees  shall  be 
obliged  to  reexport  them  within  the  time  indicated  by  the  inspectors  of  cus- 
toms, or,  in  case  they  do  not  do  so,  the  articles  shall  be  destroyed,  and  a  fine  of 
a  thousand  milreis  imposed  on  the  importers  or  consignees,  in  accordance  with 
Article  15  of  the  Law  No.  489,  of  the  15th  of  December,  1897. 

The  following  are  considered  as  injurious  to  public  health  and  condemned: 
Wines,  as  well  as   all  alimentary  substances  containing   boric  or  salicylic  acid. 
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alcohol  of  bad  quality,  mineral  acids,  sulphuric,  sulphurous,  nitric,  hydrochloi^  ric 
acids,  sulphites,  alum,  fluorsilicates,  fluorides,  alkaloids,  saccharine,  salts  of  strc^ir*  ■^- 
tium,  lead,  zinc,  tin,  arsenic,  antimony,  sulphate  of  potash  in  quantities  of  mczzz^xe 
than  2  grammes  per  liter  of  wine,  except  for  wines  of  alcoholic  grade  abcn»  'v-c 
20,  for  which  4  grammes  of  sulphate  of  potash  per  liter  will  be  allowed;  b^^^cr 
substitutes  for  hops,  as  absinthe,  quassia,  colchicum,  picrotoxine,  colocynth,  i*       «jx 

vomica,  piric  acid,  aloes,  as  well  as  essences  prepared  with  greasy  ethers,  m]^ >  x- 

ing  matter  derived  from  coal  and  combined  with  lead,  mercury,  copper,  arsei^K^  i<, 

antimony,  barium,  or  any  other  substance  recognized,  or  which  may  be  recc >  g- 

nized,  by  science  as  injurious  to  health. 

And  in  all  cases  the  importation  of  wine  recognized  as  artificial  is  prohibit* 
even  though  it  does  not  contain  substances  injurious  to  health,  and  the  first  pj 
of  this  act  shall  be  applicable  when  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  inspector  si 
wines  are  not  reexported  by  the  interested  party. 

It  is,  moreover,  to  be  noticed  that  the  articles  above  mention^^^d 
can  not  be  submitted  to  analysis  at  ports  situated  in  other  Stat  ^  ^^ 
and  remote  from  the  capital.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  follo' 
ing  regulation,  dated  1 1  thof  October,  1897,  which  is  still  in  ton 
samples  must  be  sent  to  Rio  even  in  the  case  of  marks  well  knov 
in  international  commerce,  if  unknown  in  the  local  markets.  Th 
a  very  serious  delay  may  be  experienced  in  the  delivery  of  su( 
goods : 

Seeing   that   most  of  the  States  are  not  provided  with  laboratories  for  t        — "      e 
analysis  of  substances  comprised  in   article  40,   of  Law   No.  428,  of  loth  ^^ 

December,  1896,  and  that  innumerable  claims  have  been  raised  with  regard 
the  analyses  made  in  some  of  these  institutions  whenever  any  article  is  import< 
which  is  unknown  in  the  local  market,  and  on  which  the  National  Laborator 
has  not  yet  pronounced,  they  should  officially  transmit  to  the  Department  of  th^ 
States  a  sample  for  examination.      They  are  to  proceed  similarly  whenever  an>-^ 
imported  article  is  suspected  or  denounced  as  being  injurious  to  public  health.  jc^ 

Outside  these  cases  the  Department  of  the  States  must  be  guided  by  the 
analyses  of  the  National  Laboratory  published  in  the  **  Boletine  da  Alfandega 
do  Rio  de  Janeiro,"  and  in  the  '*  Diario  Oficial,"  Circular  No.  16,  of  the  iith  of 
March  last. 

MINISTER  BRASIL. 

Senhor  Joaquin  Francisco  de  Assis  Brasil,  the  newly  appointed 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Brazil  to 
the  United  States,  has  been  formally  received  by  President 
McKiNLEY  as  the  successor  of  Minister  Mendon^a,  who  has  been 
transferred  to  Lisbon.  Senhor  Brasil  has  been  for  many  vears  in 
the  diplomatic  service  of  his  country,  his  last  post  having  been 
the  honorable  and  responsible  position  of  Minister  to  Lisbon. 
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COSTA  RICA. 

FUSTANCIAL,    EDUCATIONAL,  AND   INDUSTRIAL    CONDITIONS. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  National  Con- 
gress began  its  regular  session.  On  that  day,  the  President  of  the 
Republic  sent  his  customary  message,  in  which  he  gives  a  brief 
summary  of  the  general  progress  of  the  country  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  April  30,  which  date  is  also  the  end  of  the  presiden- 
tia.1  term  which  began  in  1894. 

The  message  first  refers  to  the  recent  difficulties  with  Nicaragua, 
notices  the  patriotic  fervor,  the  spirit  of  union,  and  the  enthu- 
with  which  the  country  in  its  entirety  gathered  around  the 
^ernment  and  prepared  for  defense.      It  then  alludes  to  the 
negotiations  terminating  in  a  treaty  of  arbitration  signed  on 
rd  the  United  States  warship  Jlert^  and  concludes  on  this  sub- 
as  follows:     "  I n  this  regard,  I  take  pleasure  in  fulfilling  a 
duty,  the  duty  of  recording  here,  in  the  name  of  the  people 
of  the  Government  of  Costa  Rica,  a  special  expression  of 
nowledgment  to  the  enlightened  Governments  of  Guatemala 
of  the   United  States  of  America  for  their  good  offices  in 
alf  of  peace,  as  well  as  to  their  worthy  representatives,  Messrs. 
RRY  and  LiANFiESTA,  charged  with   so    important  and  tran- 
:»ident  a  mission,  in  which  Sefior  Lianfiesta  had  the  fortune  to 
xire  active  assistance  and  efficient  cooperation." 
following  are  additional  points  of  interest  in  the  message : 
rVith  the  exception  of  the   incident  mentioned,  the   normal 
dition  of  the   Republic,  its  forward  march  and  the  habits  of 
er  and  of  love  for  peace  and  labor,  characteristic  of  the  Costa 
^<:an  people,  have  not  suffered  the  slightest  variation. 

T^he  friendly  relations  which  Costa  Rica  assiduously  cultivates 

^"^h  the   nations  of  America  and   Europe  are  daily  becoming 

*^^^ser  and  more  cordial,  and  with  none  of  them  is  there  pending 

day  a  single  question  that  can  disturb  or  in  the  slightest  degree 

^aken  them.     To  reach  this  result,  from  which  the  country,  not- 

ithstanding  its  limited  area,  derives  very  marked  proofs  of  esteem 

^tid  consideration  on  the  part  of  nations  powerful  by  reason  of 

^heir  grandeur  and  culture,  the  Government  has  omitted  no  effort 

>^hatever  within  the  limits  of  propriety,  nor  has  it  been  derelict  in 
Bull.  No.  12 3 


2106  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

fulfilling  the  duties  imposed  upon  it  by  international  law  an 
courtesy. 

The  status  of  public  instruction  is  flourishing.     Without  disr 
gardirtg  professional  and  secondary  instruction,  the  Govemmer"":^t 
has  given  attention,  preferably,  to  primary  teaching,  as  this  is  t 
nonevadable  obligation  of  the  State  and  a  peremptory  need  oft 
people. 

On  nothing  can  Costa  Ricans  so  properly  pride  themselves 
upon  the  state  of  popular  education,  the  enthusiasm  with  which  it: 
is  sought  and  promoted,  and  the  efficient  protection  which  it 
receives  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 

To  show  the  spread  of  education  during  the  administration,       i  t 
is  only  necessary  to  indicate  that,  in  1893,  ^^^^e  were  280  schoo 
and  in  1898,  there  were  388.     The  attendance  in  the  former  ye 
was  17,517  on  an  average,  and  to-day  it  is  23,134  pupils.    Tlr 
number  of  school  buildings  in   1893  was  167,  and  in  1898,  it 
259,  the  number  of  teachers  having  been  increased  by  332  duri 
that  period.     The  boards  of  education  own  259  school  buildin 
have  3 1  under  construction  and  78  planned.     The  value  of  scho 
property,  acquired  principally  through  the  direct  subscriptions 
the  people  and  through  liberal  assistance  on  the  part  of  the  Go 
ernment,  during  the  same  period,  largely  exceeds   $1,000,00 
This  simple  comparison  is  an  eloquent  proof  of  the  devotion 
the  Government  to  education,  it  being  considered  one  of  the  mos 
esteemed  privileges  that  should  be  granted  to  a  people. 

After  looking  to  the  maintenance  of  public  order  and  social  ^ 
tranquillity,  after  placing  the  moral  and  intellectual  education  of 
the  people  upon  a  solid  basis,  there  is  nothing  more  beneficial  to 
them  than  for  the  State  to  devote  its  most  energetic  efforts  to  the 
development  of  economic  interests,  since  they  constitute  elements 
indispensable  to  the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  nations.  To 
carry  into  execution  this  doctrine  by  the  means  counseled  by 
experience,  without  losing  sight  of  the  peculiar  conditions  of  the 
country,  of  the  factors  of  production  as  well  as  of  international 
exchange,  has  been  the  task  of  the  Government,  undertaken  with 
unconquerable  faith,  with  undeviating  resolution,  with  an  energy 
of  purpose  which  is  inspired  by  the  intimate  conviction  of  the  good 
that  results. 

The  excellent  organization  of  the  public  treasury,  the  honest 
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administration  of  the  revenues  that  constitute  it,  and  the  suitable 
investment  of  the  same,  form  the  indispensable  basis  for  carrying 
this  purpose  to  a  successful  termination.  The  Government  pos- 
sesses this,  and  through  its  powerful  aid,  has  been  enabled  to  meet 
heavy  pecuniary  obligations  contracted  by  previous  administra- 
tions, and  to  undertake  works  largely  beneficial  to  the  increase  of 
wealth  and  the  development  of  the  country. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1897-98,  the  public  revenues  amounted 
to  $8,424, 1 04.  This  amount  exceeds  the  revenues  of  the  previous 
year  by  $936,935,  and  the  estimates  by  $320,172.  The  expendi- 
tures amounted  to  $8,31  ^,455, which,  as  maybe  seen,  leaves  a 
surplus  of  $108,650. 

The  Government,  firm  in  the  purpose  that  the  monetary  system 
established  on  a  gold  basis  will  achieve  the  desired  results,  has  bn 
deposit  in  gold  $1,000,000,  and  it  purposes  making  the  necessary 
provisions  to  insure  the  circulation  of  this  coin  before  the  time 
foreseen  when  the  monetary  reform  was  decreed. 

The  leading  part  which  credit  plays  in  the  economic  develop- 
ment of  a  country  is  well  known.  That  of  the  Government 
within  the  Republic,  as  well  as  abroad,  enjoys  full  confidence  by 
reason  of  the  faithful  meetingof  obligations  contracted,  principally 
in  the  way  of  the  foreign  debt,  which  is  paid  with  the  greatest 
promptitude. 

Among  public  works,  the  construction  of  the  Pacific  Railway 
figures  as  the  most  prominent,  owing  to  its  vital  importance  to 
the  country.  Between  1,000  and  1,200  men  are  engaged  on  the 
work,  which  is  being  pushed  with  the  greatest  energy.  The  first 
1 5  miles  are  ready  for  the  laying  of  the  rails,  and  according  to 
information  fi-om  the  construction  company,  the  month  of  July  or 
August  will  see  the  line  finished  as  far  as  Rio  Grande,  a  distance 
of  25  miles.  The  contractor  expects  to  have  the  railroad  com- 
pleted and  in  operation  to  Tivives  next  year,  thus  completing  the 
interoceanic  line  between  Limon  on  the  Atlantic  and  Tivives  on 
the  Pacific. 

At  the  port  of  Tivives,  on  the  Gulf  of  Nicoya,  not  far  from 
Puntarenas,  much  work  will  be  done  in  the  way  of  improvements,' 
and  to  this  end  the  Government  is  negotiating  with  a  reputable 
French  house  which  has  already  made  the  necessary  plans. 

Many  other  works  of  public  utility  have  been  undertaken  and 
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efforts  are  being  made  to  complete  them;  among  these  are  tne 
National  School  of  Correction,  several  wagon  roads,  and,  at  Port 
Limon,  sanitary  improvements,  enlarging  the  harbor  by  means  of 
a  breakwater,  and  other  works. 

The  President  praises  the  conduct  of  the  army  which  marched 
to  the  frontier  because  of  the  difficulties  before  mentioned,  and 
closes  his  message  with  these  words : 

"  Peace  having  been  arranged  upon  honorable  conditions,  the 
army,    inimical  by  nature  and  tradition  to  military   adventure,, 
recalls  the  beloved  home  and  returns  to  it  again,  giving  itself  u 
to  the  peaceful  enjoyments  of  the  family  and  the  remunerativ 
tasks  of  labor." 

PRESIDENT  IGLESIAS'S  INAUGURATION,  SECOND  TERM. 

The  new  presidential  term  was  inaugurated  on  the  8th  instan 
pursuant  to  law  and  custom.     President  Iglesias,  reelected  fc 
the  new  term,  in  his  inaugural  address,  ratifies  the  programme 
his  first  progressive  administration  and  closes  with  the  followi 
paragraph : 


Upon   closing  my  first  term  in  the  Government,  permit  me  to  record  in  tM-».is 
address  as  the  sincere  expression  of  public  sentiment,  which  I  am  sure  I  int^^r- 
pret  faithfully,  the  gratitude  with  which  the  nation  is  possessed  toward  all  ^  h^ 
foreign  colonies  residing  in  the    country,  for  their  spontaneous  and  gcncrc^us 
offerings  toward  meeting  the  calamities  which  of  necessity  spring  from  the  sta^*^^ 
of  war  in  which  the  Republic  found  itself  a  short  while  ago.     This  attituc:^^^» 
as  noble  as  it  was  cordial,  is  considered  by  Costa  Rica  as  responsive  to  r 
affection  she  professes  and  entertains  for  the  foreign  colonies  because  of  th 
high  character  and  their  efficient  support  in  the  work  of  our  advancement. 


Vvc 
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ECUADOR. 

NEW  CUSTOM-HOUSE  AT  GUAYAQUIL.  ^ 

— nf  made   by  the  Government  regarding  th^ 
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For  the  payment  of  said  building,  the  custom-house  law  disposes  4  per  cent  of 
the  surcharge  on  import  dues,  which  is  calculated  to  produce  an  average  of 
150,000  sucres  a  year,  and  the  amount  has  been  ordered  to  be  deposited  from 
January  1  of  this  year. 

The  person  or  association  that  obtains  the  contract  will  be  called  upon  to 
pay  the  Government,  before  signing  the  same,  6,000  sucres  as  price  for  the  plans 
of  the  building. 

All  offers  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Province  and 
at  the  Ecuadorian  consulates  in  New  York,  Paris,  Liverpool,  Brussels,  and  Ham- 
burg up  to  the  31st  day  of  August,  1898. 

INDUSTRIAL  NOTES*. 

Information  received  indicates  that  the  Provinces  of  Los  Rios 
and  Guayas  will  produce  this  year  an  excellent  crop  of  cacao,  the 
staple  of  that  region.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Republic 
is  said  to  be  satisfactory,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  peaceful 
conditions  prevailing  throughout  the  country  and  the  liberal  regime 
of  President  Alfaro,  the  general  outlook  is  most  promising. 

A  contract  for  the  construction  of  the  railroad  from  the  seacoast 
to  Quito  has  been  signed  vi^ith  Messrs.  Drake,  Stratton  &  Co., 
and  Mr.  Harm  an  has  gone  to  London  to  complete  arrangements 
for  commencing  the  work. 


HAITL 

MINISTER  POWELL'S  SUGGESTIONS  FOR  INCREASING  TRADE 

WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

"The  Manufacturer,"  published  in  Philadelphia,  in  its  issue  of 
May  7,  contains  a  lengthy  article,  by  Hon.  William  F.  Powell, 
United  States  Minister  to  Haiti,  pointing  out  obstacles  now 
existing  to  the  development  of  the  trade  between  the  two  coun- 
tries and  submitting  some  practical  suggestions  for  remedying 
those  conditions.  In  substance,  the  Minister  says :  Manufacturers 
should  send  agents,  who  understand  the  French  language,  to  study 
the  tastes  of  the  people,  their  favorite  colors,  and  likes  and  dislikes 
for  the  various  classes  of  goods,  and  then  cater  to  the  trade  by 
manufacturing  goods  the  people  desire.  These  matters,  small  as 
they  may  seem,  impede  the  sale  of  American  manufactures,  espe- 
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cially  textile  goods.  Another  important  factor  is  the  suitable 
and  salable  lengths  which  the  buyer  demands,  as  our  manulac- 
turers  assume  certain  arbitrary  Ideas  in  this  regard  which  the 
buyer  must  accept  or  do  without  the  goods.  Great  care  should 
be  taken  in  packing  the  goods,  that  they  may  be  in  an  attractive 
condition  on  reaching  the  market  and  therefore  more  salable. 

The  white  potato  raised  in  Haiti  is  ot  an  inferior  quality,  and  tor 
many  years,  the  American  product  was  the  only  potato  sold  there. 
Requests  were  made  repeatedly  to  American  shippers  to  send  these 
potatoes  in  small  packages,  as  they  were  using  barrels  and  bags. 
No  attention  was  paid  to  the  request,  and  merchants  in  France, 
learning  of  this,  sent  potatoes  as  an  experiment  in  crates,  which 
proved  successful,  and  now  find  a  ready  market  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  American  product.  The  same  can  be  said  of  the  butter 
used  there,  the  best  coming  from  Denmark,  packed  in  one  and 
two  pound  buckets,  which  find  ready  sale,  the  American  article 
being  equally  good  and  in  many  respects  superior  but  unsalable, 
as  it  is  packed  in  a  manner  inconvenient  for  use. 

The  means  of  communication  between  the  coast  and  interior 
are  meager,  the  roads  poor  and  mountainous,  and  the  donkey,  the 
universal  beast  ot  burden,  is  used  for  conveyance;  consequently 
small  packages  are  a  necessity.  If  evils  ot  this  kind  were  reme- 
died, the  market  would  soon  be  controlled  by  American  manure- 
turers.  Communication  between  the  various  ports  of  the  Republic 
is  made  by  water,  either  steam  or  sailing  vessel,  the  interior  trade 
being  carried  on  by  pack  animals.  There  is  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  enterprising  Americans  with  capital  and  energy  to  build 
railroads.  The  climate  is  unsurpassed,  and  even  in  the  rainy  season 
the  mornings  are  clear,  rain  never  tailing  until  late  in  the  afternoon 
or  at  night. 

Agriculture  is  the  chief  industry  of  the  country,  the  main 
revenue  being  derived  from  coffee,  logwood,  and  cacao.  The 
raising  of  fi-uit  could  be  made  a  profitable  and  paying  business, 
as  the  cultivation  of  the  orange,  banana,  lemon,  lime,  and 
cocoanut  receives  but  little  attention.  There  is  but  one  manutac- 
turing  establishment  on  the  island,  and  it  is  owned  by  an  enter- 
prr.sing  American,  who  has  conceived  and  is  carrying  forward 
projects  that  will  utilize  the  valuable  woods  found  there.    The 
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R^epublic  has  wonderful  resources  yet  undeveloped.  Its  soil  is 
prolific,  and  its  mines  of  coal,  zinc,  copper,  and  salt  await  Amer- 
ica an  enterprise. 

The  business  community  is  in  fevor  of  a  reciprocity  treaty  with 
^  United  States,  but  this  is  impossible  with  this  Government,  as 
c   main    portion   of  its   revenue    is  derived   from    the    duties 
tained  from  imports,  there  being  no  tax  levied  on  teal  and 
^ded  property.     The  import  duties  will  soon  be  increased  25 
^r  cent,  the  amount  obtained  fi*om  this  source  to  constitute  a 
:nking  fund  in  case  a  loan  is  effected.     This  loan  is  to  provide 
T  the  retirement  of  the  paper  currency  and  to  bring  the  country 
a  gold  standard.     After  such  retirement  of  the  paper  currency, 
1  public  contracts  on  the  part  of  the  Government  and  all  private 
ntracts  on  the  part  of  the  merchants  will  be  based  on  the  stand- 
d  value  of  the  American  gold  dollar,  which  in  the  future  will 
the  measure  of  value  and  the  only  medium  of  exchange, 
he  exports  of  Haiti  for  the  four  months,  October   1,  1896,  to 
^nuary  1,  1897,  are  reported  by  the   Banque  Nationale  d'Haiti 
follows : 


Haitian  ports. 


ort  au  Prince 

ape  Haitien  . 

lint  Marc  . . . 

onaives    . . . . 

ort  de  Paix. . 

etit  Goave. . . 

iragoane. . . . 
premie 

quin 

ux  Cayes  .  . . 
acmel 

Total . . . 


Coffee. 


Byurds. 
5,224,381 
6,  522,  134 

322,  728 
3,189,409 

426,  598 
2,494,  558 

494.  499 
2, 115,  822 

855,661 

4.  701,  550 
6,  989,  903 


33.  337.  243 


Cacao. 


fbunds. 
124,283 

63.  053 


5.767 
3.461 


I«ogwood. 


Founds. 
500,000 

2,  448,  600 
3,855,000 
7,  409,  450 

3,  844,  000 


554.  722 


751,286 


1,643,450 
290,000 
756,000 

1,046,000 
110,000 


21,  902,  500 


In  addition,  Haiti  during  this  period  exported  from  the  various 

p)orts  47,639  pounds  of  cotton,  3,975  feet  of  mahogany,  42,637 

pounds  of  hides  (cattle),  25,491  pounds  being  shipped  from  Port 

au   Prince  alone;     10,910  pounds  of   lignum-vitae    gum,  2,960 

pounds  of  copper,  5,583,400  pounds  of  logwood  roots,  5,553400 

pounds  being  exported  from  Port  au  Prince;  9,355  pounds  and 

sixty  paquets  of  goat  skins,  nearly  all  shipped  from  Cape  Haitien, 

10,870  pounds  of  orange  skins,  2,660  pounds  of  lignum-vit:E 


2112  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

wood,  210  gallons  of  honey,  321  gallons  of  rum,  ^259  pounds  of^^^f 
wax.     It  is  noted  that  coffee  is  the   leading  article  of  export  ^^^-t. 
Basing  our  estimates  of  the  crop  on  the  exports  of  the  first  four  ^^  ^^^^ 
months  of  the  harvest  period,  the  crop  for  1896-97  is  put  down.«-^  jj 
at  67,000,000  pounds,  but  as  the  harvest  began  late  and  appears^-^s 
to  be  very  abundant,  it  is  reckoned  that  it  surpassed  70,ooo,ooc:z:>.^q 
pounds.     The  total  coffee  exports  for  some  recent  years  were  as  ^1^5 
follows : 

/hunds. 

1895-96 47.  643,  45    ^ 

1894-95 • 75.37i.86.*^:^5 

1893-94 58,  426,  iaKZ=:fc.oo 

1892-93 '. 70.829,77^--  79 

1891-92 67,  83l,8qi^p».  93 

1890-91 56, 692,  oy=—  *39 

1889-90 78,  213. 1.p-  -    .15 


5' 


MEXICO. 

SUGAR-CANE  CULTURE. 

Mr.  J.  YoRBA,  who  has  made  a  study  of  the  productions  be^  t^st 
adapted  to  Mexico,  is  publishing  in  "Modern  Mexico"  a  serie^^  -es 
of  interesting  articles  on  this  subject.  The  June  number  containf^K^ns 
a  paper  devoted  to  the  culture  of  the  sugar  cane,  from  which  thMrMie 
following  short  extract  is  taken : 

The  plant   requires  irrigation   in    Lower  California,   Chihuahua,   Coahuil  .^7  k^ 
Sonora,  Nuevo  Leon,  Tamaulipas,  Sinaloa,  parts  of  Puebla  (as  Acatlan,  Atlixczmzro, 
Chiautla,  Matamoros,  and  the  Tehuacan  district),  Morelos,  portions  of  Gn^^msr- 
rero   (as  Alarcon,  Aladama,  Alvarez,   and   the   Hidalgo   districts),  portions         of 
Oaxaca  (as  Teotitlan,  Tlacolula,  Silacayoapam,  Yautepec,  Juchitan,  and  Tehu^^ij- 
tepee),   Michoacan   (as  in  Coalcoman   and   Ixtlahuacan   districts),  portions        of 
Jalisco  (as  in  Guadalajara,  La  Barca,  Colotlan,  Ameca  and  Sayula  distric  ts), 
Mexico,  portions  of  Vera  Cruz   (as  in   Coatepec  and  Orizaba  districts),    ^nd 
San  Luis  Potosi.     Lands  suitable  for  sugar  cane  in  Hidalgo,  Tabasco,  Campc*^^^ 
Yucatan,  Chiapas,   Tepic,  and   in  the   other  districts  of  Vera  Cruz,  Oa^^^-^^t 
Puebla,  Guerrero,  Michoacan,  and  Jalisco  have  sufficient  moisture  from  r"^**^*' 
mist,  and  dew,  which  advantage  renders   the  cost  of  cultivation  nearly  30      P" 
cent  less. 

Good  sugar  lands  can  be  obtained  in  Sinaloa  at  prices  ranging  from  $  >►  ^-^ 
$300  per  hectare  (two  and  one-half  acres);  in  Nuevo  Leon,  Tamaulipas^       ^ 
San  Luis  Potosi,  from  $50  to  $100  per  hectare;  in  Puebla  Jalisco  and  Oa-^^^^* 
from  $8  to  $500  per  hectare;  in  Vera  Cruz,  Chiapas,  Tobasco,  Campcchc^^ 


and 
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nn  $7  to  $250  per  hectare;  in  Guerrero  and  Hidalgo,  from  $5  to 
ctare;  and  in  Morelos,  Michoacan,  and  Mexico,  from  $10  to  $750 
The  finest  lands  in  the  Republic  adaptable  for  this  cultivation, 
3regoing  physical  conditions  and  cheap  transportation,  are  situated 
ills  of  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  on  the  Gulf  side,  which  can  be 
om  $10  to  $25  per  acre. 

Area  and  population  of  the  States  and  Territories. 


ict 


es. 


osi 


ory) 


rnia  (Territory) 


Area 

in  square 

kilometers. 


I,  200 

4,132 

29.  458 

22,957 
31.616 

9.215 
23,  loi 

7,184 
59,  261 

7,644 
82.  503  ' 

75.651  i 
91,  664  I 
5.887  I 
65,  586 
64. 137 
54.  756 
26,094 
29,  211 
62,  998 

70,  524 
91,  201 
87.  231 
98,  470 

84.  394 

46, 855 

161,  550 

227,  468 

I99»  224 
151,  169 


1,983,282 


Population. 


476,413 
166,  803 

1,062,554 

841,  618 

948,413 

228,551 

558,  769 
159.  355 

894.  753 
104,615 

1, 107,  227 

866,  355 

884,  909 

55.752 
568,  449 

452. 578 
417,621 

134.  839 
148,  776 

309,  252 

319.  599 
298,  850 

258,  865 

2S6,  906 

206,  502 

88.  302 
241,026 
262,  771 
191, 281 

43, 245 


12,619,949 


Inhabitants 
per  square 
kilometer. 


397.  01 

48.37 
36.07 

35-  13 
31.13 
24.  80 
24.  19 
22.  18 
15.09 
13.69 
13.42 

11.45 
9-65 

9-47 
8.67 

7.06 

6.44 

5.17 
5.09 
4.90 

4.53 
3.39 
2.97 
2.  91 

2.45 
1.67 

1.49 
1. 15 
0.96 

0.28 


6.36 


NICARAGUA. 


LAW  CONCERNING  EXPLOSIVES. 


lowing  regulations  regarding  explosives  in  Nicaragua 
f  interest  in  connection  with  the  proposed  canal  con- 
and  to  persons  contemplating  mining  ventures  in  that 


o  private  individual  can  retain  more  than  2  pounds  of  powder,  5 
cad,   500  caps,  and   200  cartridges,  even  if  he  should  keep  these 
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objects  in  different  places ;  but  the  proprietors  of  two  or  more  plantations  or 
enterprises  may  keep  in  each  of  them  the  quantities  of  each  of  the  said  articles 
fixed  in  this  paragraph. 

Sec.  6.  Those  who  infringe  upon  the  above  paragraph  ^nd  the  merchants 
who  do  not  comply  with  the  orders  given  in  section  2  of  this  law  shall  be  pros- 
ecuted and  punished  as  smugglers. 

Sec.  7.  Miners  or  others  who  have  to  retain  for  their  work  more  powder 
than  is '  permitted  by  paragraph  6  must  obtain  special  authorization  from  the 
Ministry  of  Finance,  and  this  will  be  given  or  denied  according  to  the  merits  of 
the  information  upon  the  case. 

CONTRACT  WITH  THE  PACIFIC  MAIL  STEAMSHIP  COMPANY. 

The  British  Foreign  Office  is  notified  under  date  of  March  25, 
by  Her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Granada,  that  the  Nicaraguan  Gov- 
ernment has  renewed  its  contract  with  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company  for  the  carriage  of  mails,  freight,  and  passengers  to  and 
from  the  ports  of  Corinto  and  San  Juan  del  Sur.  By  this  a^rang^ 
ment,  the  above-named  ports  will  have  three  direct  connections 
with  New  York  each  month  instead  of  two,  as  heretofore. 


UNITED  STATES. 

TRADE  WITH  LATIN-AMERICA. 

STATEMENT  OF  IMPORTS  AND  EXPORTS. 

Following  is  the  latest  statement  from  figures  compiled  by  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  United  States  Treasury  Department,  0.  P. 
Austin,  chief,  showing  the  value  of  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Latin-American  countries.  Tne  report  is  for  the 
month  of  March,  1898,  corrected  to  May  4,  1898,  with  a  com- 
parative statement  for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous 
year;  also  for  the  nine  months  ending  March  31,  1 898,  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  the  fiscal  year  1897.  ^^  should 
be  explained  that  the  figures  from  the  various  custom-houses 
showing  imports  and  exports  for  any  one  month  are  not  received 
at  the  Treasury  Department  until  about  the  2oth  of  the  following 
month,  and  some  time  is  necessarily  consumed  in  compilation  and 
printing,  so  that  the  returns  for  March,  for  example,  are  not  pub- 
lished until  some  time  in  May. 
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IMPORTS  OF  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  an^  countries. 


lemicals : 

Logwood     {Palo    campeche ;     Pdu 
campfchf;  Cample hf) — 
Mexico 

}al,  bituminous (Gzr^^m  bituminoso; 
Carvdo  betuminoso ;    Charbofi  de 
terre) : 
Mexico .    

coa  {Cacao ;  Coco  ou  Cac&o  cr4 ; 
Cacao) : 

3r»7.il 

>ther  South  America , 

ffce  {Cafif;  Ca/^ ;  Caf>) : 

!^entral  America , 

'Mexico 

irazit 

>ther  South  America 

tton,  unmanufactured  {Aigoddn  eft 
rama;  Algoddo  cm  rama;  Colon  ^ 
non  manufacture) ; 

>outh  America 

crs: 

>isal  gt2iSs{Henequen  ;  Henequen  ; 
Henmquen) — 
Mexico 

lits: 

^2LiiZii2^{Pldtanos ;  Bananas ;  Ba- 
nancs) — 

Central  America 

South  America 

Oranges     {Naranjas ;     Laranjas ; 
Oranges) — 
Mexico 

T  skins {Pielcsjinasi  Pelles;  Four- 

rures) : 
)outh  America 

des  and  skins  {Cueros  y  pieles; 
Couros  e  pelles;  Cuirs  et  peaux) : 

i^entral  America 

VIexico 

)outh  America 

iia  rubber,  crude  {Goma  eldstica 
cruda;  Borracha  criia;  Caout- 
chouc^ brut) : 

[Central  America 

VIexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


March — 


1897. 


$1,390 


21,379 


43. 765 
114'  586 


1,419,447 

I,  106, 184 

4,  968, 129 

813,673 


17.275 


241.  135 


128,  682 
58.  368 


723 


23, 881 

337.  350 
639,  230 


30,  828 

2,  216 

1,496,207 

27,416 


1898. 


♦987 


17, 160 


15.845 
168,  795 


1, 036,  852 

634.  237 

3, 030,  662 

624,  430 


25.431 


559.430 


149,  921 
54.  174 


116 


342  2, 214 


Nine  months  ending 
March— 


1897. 


$9,915 


149,909 


308,  492 
720,  392 


1898. 


$21. 117 


142,  950 


161,  206 
883,  108 


3,541,463    I    2,855,411 


2.  695,  535 
41.  863,  376 

8, 642,  165 


18,  196 

260,  616 

1,064,313 


39.061 

4.414 
I,  466,  809 

52, 087 


2, 586,  985 

32, 126,  727 

6,  479.  243 


83.  933 


2,805,161 


85,010 


3,  219,  871 


899,690 
392,  583 


253. 005 


16, 408 


190,069 
1,329,085 
5,  898,  067 


338,012 

19,  661 

9.  189,  574 


996,  900 
389.  072 


134.489 


34. 1S7 


1 50,  268 

I.  389.  595 
6,  669, 143 


319,020 

25,090 

12,524,445 


367,  966  I       479,  690 
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Articles  and  countries. 


Lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  etc.     {Plomo  en 

galdpagos^  barras^  etc.;  Chumboem 

linguados^  harras^  etc, ;  Plombs^  en 

saumons^  en  barres^  etc.) : 

Mexico 

Sugar,  not  above  No.  i6  Dutch  stand- 
ard {Aziicar,  no  superior  al  No. 
1 6  de  la  escala  holandesa;  Assucar 
n&o  superior  do  No.  i6  de  pcidriio 
hollandez;  Sucre, pas  au-dessus  du 
type  hollandais  No.  j6)  : 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 

Tobacco,  leaf  {Tabaco  en  rama;  Ta- 

baco  emfolha;  Tabac  en  feuilles)  : 

Mexico 

Wood,  mahogany  {Madera ^  caoba; 
Mogno;  Acajou): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

South  America 

Wool  {Lana;  L&;  Laine) : 
South  America — 

Class  I  (clothing) 

Class  2  (combing) 

Class  3  (carpet) 


March— 


1897. 


$110,428 


2,572 

339.996 
506,511 


8,072 


1,043 

12,  575 
1, 106 


937. 028 

123, 743 
113,982 


1898. 


$178,551 


10, 180 
288,  392 
53S»  406 


9.878 


3.549 
35.334 


70,  954 
207 

30,  368 


Bight  months  endii 
March— 


1897. 


$1,036,017    $1.  30S 


J89' 


14,617  19 
I,  861.230  ,  1,368 
3,920.955  I  3.375 


212,676    202 


74,964  I   108, 

218,  833  i   265, 

28,086  ^    38, 


I.  790.  216  517. 
272.  149  9, 
465, 494    260, 


EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Agricultural  implements  (/;f^/rf/m^;i- 
tos  de  agricultura;  Instrumentos 
de  agricultura;  Machines  agri- 
coles)-. 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina , 

Brazil   

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Animals: 

Cattle  {Ganado  vacuno;  Gado;  Be- 
taily— 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

South  America , 


Hogs  {Cerdos;  For  cos;  Cochons) — 
Mexico . . . 


I,  100 

14.  574 

317 

43.  343 

1.535 

596 

8,493 


959 


211 

14.  746 

22,641 
5.126 

459 
15.040 


S.074 


6,075 
100 


1,001 


24,  362 

92, 020 

952 

367.  336 

17,020 

2.870 

127, 833 


II.  215 
22,406 

2,737 


260,  778 


14, 

88, 

314. 

21, 

148- 


7. 

4«* 

6, 


44.0 
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Articles  and  countries. 


1  i  mals — Continued, 
hi  orses    {Cabaiios;    Cavallos;    CJu- 
vaux}— 

Central  America 

^lexico 

South  America 


^t\eep  (Carmros ;  Carneiros ;  Mou- 
tons) : 

!^Iexico 

South  America 


olcs,  maps,  engravings,  etc.  (Zi- 
Aros^  mapas^grab(uioSy  etc.;  Livros^ 
^nappas^  gravuras^  etc.;  Livres^ 
cartes  de  geographic  ^ravures^etc.)  : 

^  antral  America 

^  «xico    

^^uto  Domingo 

^  x^gentina 

frazil 

':^c:»lombia 

^^her  South  America 

^^^IstulTs: 

Corn  {Afa{z;  Milho;  Mais) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

South  America 

'^Vheat(7Vl>^/  Trigo;  BU)— 

Central  America 

South  America 

^Vheat  flour  {Harina  de  trigo;  Fa- 
rina de  trigo;  Farine  cU  bU) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

^^rriages,  cars,  etc.,  and  parts  of  {Ca- 
rruages^  carros  y  sus  accesorios ; 
Carruagcns,  carros^  e  partes  de 
carros;  Voitures^  wagons  et  Uurs 

partiesY— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Clolombia 

Other  South  America 


March — 


1897. 


*935 
8,555 


450 
1,030 


4.292 

7,661 

130 

1,271 

19,  712 
6,740 

2,060 


6,740 

287,  340 

138 

1,045 


5,816 
195 


138, 401 
9,332 

13,  689 
501,  704 

36. 198 
127,057 


12,  504 

14,  877 

131 
9,480 

537 
5.827 
1.895 


1898. 


$140 
12,  105 


10 

882 


738 

8,238 

27 

1,797 

6.585 

779 
6.187 


4,609 
1,114 


1,597 


4,360 
130,696 


165,  295 
6,158 

21,429 
263, 065 

40,644 
170,089 


3.931 
6,172 

2,081 

10,  963 

154.  197 
13,458 

8,979 


Nine  months  ending 
March— 


1897. 


$33,  922 
62, 733 
10,  455 


11,037 
7,536 


53.  650 

139,  549 
r,  126 

t6,  877 

6r,  293 

71,  303 
40,694 


26,918 

2,  805,  597 

249 
10,  210 


61.351 
152,  899 


833, 882 

69,843 

no,  105 

2, 636, 423 

443,  589 
I,  116,349 


120,  711 

279,  822 

12,  264 

1 14.  931 
ior,6i4 

47,  839 
32, 629 


1898. 


$9,580 

66,434 

4,650 


8,288 
8,977 


31,  976 
107, 450 

443 

23.049 
144,  620 

16,051 
35.  227 


49. 490 

39, 632 

z66 

34, 147 


33,369 
I,  450,  346 


850,  521 

50,  201 

123,687 

2,  569.  369 

417,973 
1,336,635 


30.457 
450, 607 

23,  242 

185.  811 

294, 071 
34,  638 
66.  864 
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Cycles  and  parts  of  {Sicidei  y  lur 

BicyiUttis  il  Ifuri  parties): 

Cential  America 

Mexico 

Sanio  Domingo 

b\11\\'°^.'.'.'. v.. '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Clocks  and  watches  (RiU^es  de  fartd 
y  de  bolsillo;  Ktlogioi  deparedede  de 
bolso:  Pendules  et  montres): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 

Co3.\(CarMn!  Carv/ie;  Ctartm): 

Cenlral  America 

Mexico 

Sanio  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Copper  (CoA'-i'/  Ceire;  Cuivre): 


Cotton,  unmanufactured  (AigudilHi 

muHu/acfuradf;  Algodio  nSo  m 

nufacturado;  Cotim  nan  manu/a 

turt): 

Mexico 


Colton   cloths   {Tejidos   de   algoddn; 

Faztndas  de  algodao;   Colnn.  laa- 

nu/atlur/) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil  ! 

Colombia 

Oiher  South  America 

Wearing  apparel   (colton)  (Rofa  de 
alsi'dJn;  Raupa  di  algodao;  Vele- 

Cenlral  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo  

Brazil  \..\ 

Colombia 

Olher  South  America 


1,846 
76.  535 
4.763 


7.891 

7.571 
Sq.  393 
!6,  434 


$569 

»4q.453 

4.630 

53.095 

3.  =14 

"5.34a 

3S.238 

18.  .79 

4,080 

S5.  38S 

37. "39 
50,170 
5.459 


31.260 
2:279 


9.968 
19.823 

31.066  I 

75.  509  ' 


22.285 
446. 998 

60!  573 
12.  750 


2,^8 


247,  380 

453.  5' 5 

273. 755 

',075,361 


181.475 

ti  833 
52.  252 
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icles  and  countries. 


nuts  {Frutas  y  nueces; 
'nous;  Fruits ei  noisettes)'. 
.merica 


mingo. 
I 


iih  America. 


Matrh— 


sk\ns  (Cueros  y  pieles; 
f  pelles;  Cuirs  et  peaux): 
.merica 


\los ;   Lupulos ;  Houblon): 
Linerica 


mingo, 
lerica  . 


ind  scientific  apparatus 
'atos  eUctricosy  cientificos; 
relhos  electricos  e  scientifi- 
ippareils  /lectriques  et  sci- 
fues) — 

America 

' 

ma 

louth  America 

eel,  Manufactures  of: 
hardware,  and  saws  and 
{Materiales  de  metal  para 
'uccidn^  sierras  y  herra- 
as;  Ferragens^  serras  e 
mefitas ;  Alatdriaux  de 
'uction  en  fer  et  acier^  scies 
its)— 

America 

I , 

)omingo 

ina 

)ia 

iouth  America 

achines  and  parts  of  {Aid- 
•s  de  coser  y  accesorios; 
inas  de  coser  e  accessories; 
ines  ^  coudre  et  leurs  i>ar' 

4. 

America 

I 

)omingo 

ina 

)ia 

outh  America 


1897. 


$4,702 

4,377 

125 
620 

774 
802 

2,  269 


543 
647 


792 
506 


T46 


31.734 
16,  782 

32, 524 
4,780 

12, 746 


M2,  343 

44,901 

882 

22,  291 

20,  802 

9.277 
23. 275 


12, 593 

26, 747 

24 
16,  856 

7.567 
8,972 
8,007 


1898. 


$3,417 
4,246 

28 


506 

494 
2,094 


342 


306 

5.179 
12 

84 


5,620 
24, 043 


2,755 
9.755 


$6,945 

34.  145 

877 

8,632 

9,924 

7.699 

18, 826 


1,401 
24, 749 

315 
6,  226 

9,708 

5.981 
8,468 


Nine  Months  ending 
March— 


1897. 


189S. 


$44.  478 

$30,  307 

59.516 

44,082 

2,  262 

1.339 

4,379 

7.095 

10,  278 

10,  234 

7,578 

8,096 

30.  271 

20,  688 

1,4" 
26,681 

1,784 

2,402 

2,641 

40,  561 

31,439 

287 

19 

I,U2I 

1.037 

82,106 

46, 533 

195,063 

206, 127 

102,  199 

52. 442 

67,  469 

79.  693 

178,965 

99.  341 

$108,  982 

$64,  365 

479.  183 

324. 976 

7.405 

10,  379 

174.315 

107, 437 

188,668 

119,401 

92.  307 

69,  156 

198,  586 

164,995 

70,  824 

24.  785 

149.  584 

161,  240 

866 

1,208 

•  80,981 

68,  630 

94, 726 

69,080 

86,  453 

58.  981 

95.  694 

81,587 
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Cycles  and  parts  of  {Bicieles  y  s: 
arcfsories;  Bicydos  i  aictssoHo 
BuycUtles  tl  leurs  parliii): 

Ceniral  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil  

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Clocks  and  watches  (ReMrs  de pared 
y  de  bolsillo:  Relogios  dtparrdede  d 
balsa;  Ptndults  el  ntanlrei): 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 


$2,496 
5.200 

834 


^9>  453 

5}.oqs  j 


SsijBB  '       39.1 


9.96B  I 
19.  8a3  I 


Sanio  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Copper (Co*r^;  Coire;  Cvivrc): 


1.846 
76.  S3S 
4.763 


a.  !85  , 
6.qg8 


a.M8 


Mexico 

Cotton  cloths  {Tejidoi  de  alga, 
Fai/mias  de  algedao;  Cotan. 
Hu/aetur/) : 

Cential  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Wearing  apparel   (cotton)  {Refa  de 
algodSn;  Raupade  algodao;   I"' 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil  

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


7.29' 

7.571 
S9.  393 
26, 434 


32.318 
2.795 
5.874 


37.239 
50,  170 
5.459 
11,760 
50.630 
20,  5"8 
134,  oSS 


453.908 
253.99' 
76.  713 
247.  380 
453.  S'S 
273.  755 
1,075.361 


183,176 
303.74; 
6*.  793 
133.3;* 
39!.  W 

8«.wS 


S5.0J' 

30.9*1 
37.3" 
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:les  and  countries. 


il,  refined  or  manufac- 
ceites  tninerales^  rejinados 
icturados;  OUos  rnineraest 

6  manufac turados ; 

min^raUs^    raffin^es    ou 

turves) : 

Tierica 

lingo 

th  America 

\\e{Aceitcs vegetates ;  Oleos 

I/uiies  veg^tales) : 
Tierica 

lingo 

ih  America 


paraffin  wax  {^Parajina 
tfarafina;  Parajffina  e  ccra 
'na;  Parajffine  et  cire  faite 
ubstance) : 
merica 

:h  America 

»mpnsing  meat  and  dairy 

• 

led  {Came  de    vaca    en 
Carne  de  vacca  em  iatas; 
conservt^) — 
America 


omingo, 
la 


la 

)uth  America, 


ed  or  pickled  {Carne 
<j,  salada  d  en  salmuera; 
de  vacca,  salgada  ou 
moura;  Ba'u/^  saU  ou  en 
re) — 
America 

omingo  

ia 

3uth  America 

1.  No,  12 1 


March. 


1897. 


$10,  851 
15.893 

3.900 

104,  523 

190,  670 

10,  384 

69.335 


183 
22,005 

I.  145 
157 

23.139 
6,834 


4.325 

12,477 

I.  014 

295 


3.183 
1.254 


1,023 

764 

1,382 


4,267 

5 

97 
261 

1.367 
5.293 


1898. 


$10,  773 

17.434 
21,655 

86,311 

115.721 

8,651 

134.  264 


563 
15,661 

2,839 

766 

24,  652 

10, 656 


9.936 

630 

1.025 


3.383 
1,311 


5.584 

372 

1, 100 


4.925 

67 

165 

59 

1,387 

13.  375 


Nine  months  ending 
March — 


1897. 


$1 10,  269 

124,990 

26.  546 

909,  045 

1,124.433 

91.431 
784.  418 


4,009 

246,  I&4 

8,  906 

10,  971 

107,  830 

56,  926 


23, 737 
123, 636 

11,470 
3.197 


25,151 
11,859 

51 
30 

15.529 
5.  160 
9.372 


22,  263 

89 
2,067 

3.101 
8.247 

130,932 


1898. 


$80,  380 

139.751 

48,855 
700.  177 

1,  125.  791 
69,  807 

644,  036 


2,  200 

277,825 
16, 158 

3.835 
182,878 

69.471 


13.959 
120,472 

8,389 
5.128 


23.  163 

11.553 
29 

357 
13. 580 

4.879 
9.878 


28,  338 

415 

1.385 
838 

8,883 

121,010 
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EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  countries. 


Provisions,    comprising    meat   and 
dairy  products — Continued. 
Tallow  {Sebo;  S€bo;  Suif) — 

f'entral  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


March- 


Bacon    ( Tocitto;     Toucinho; 
funtif) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America. . . . 


Lard 


Hams   {Jainoftes;   Presunto;  Jam- 
bans) — 

Central  America , 

Mexico , 

Santo  Domingo , 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Pork  {Carne  de  puerco;    Came  de 
porco;  Pore) — 

Central  America 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Lard  {Afanteca;  Banha;  Satndoux) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Oleo  and  oleomargarine  {Grasa  y 
oleoma rga rina ;  Oleo  e  oleomarga - 
rina  ;  OUo  et  oleomargarine) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Colombia , 

Other  South  America 

Butter  {Mantequilla ;  Manteiga; 
Beurre) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America , 


$6, 6oi 

832 

I.  815 
140 

894 
500 


562 
9.165 


7.714 

31.  222 

2,488 

660 

144,  792 

9.499 
47.  410 


1,412  I 
780 
190 

170,714 
42 

2,022 


2.  550  i 

1,888    ! 

78.  i 

300    I 
I.  513    ' 

7.  393 


5.243 
379 


22 

16 

506 

3.765 


4.442 

4.517 
808 

3.901 
2,  156 
8,467 


$6,831 

2.278 


2,213 
2,940 


1,080 

973 
194 

19.  327 
28 

1,556 


2,633 
2,051 
866 
224 
1,066 
5.921 


7.173 

827 

48 

910 

14.  393 


17.976 

10,  788 

2,194 

255 

53.677 

7.665 

53.048 


4.500 
281 

734 
830 


5.012 

4.583 
812 

9.454 
2, 160 

8,778 


Nine  months  ending 
March— 


1897. 


$93.  026 
30,  937 
15,604 

4.317 

6.384 

10,  682 


13.052 

7.308 

1,827 

728,  744 

I,  095 

14.460 


23.  673 

22.  773 

5.676 

843 
10,  868 
74.009 


40,  582 

3.175 
5.677 

4.925 
142,060 


73.609 
252, 239 

15.495 

3.783 
466,500 

109, 923 

480,  727 


32 
626 

5.550 
26. 523  , 


33.  851 
28.671 

5.084 

29,  160 

12,305 
65,098 


1S9S. 


$68,9-^ 
iS. 

24. 

15. 

9. 


12, 

7. 

I. 
450. 

1, 
23. 


22, 
17. 

4. 

2, 
10, 
69. 


50- 
2. 

5. 
158, 


100. 

146* 

15. 

I. 

739. 

84. 

4d/» 


43 


136 
=25 


re.7 


■n 


?9 

352 


35' 
337 

335 
754 

139 

529 


£60 
12^ 


57S 


62,  JS8 
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Articles  and  countries. 


ovisions.    comprising    meat    and 

dairy  products — Continued. 
C  heese  ((?«/•  J<?;  Qudjo;  Fromage) — 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


Seeds  {Semillas  ;  Sementes ;  Se- 
ntence)— 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

-Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


^%igar,  refined    {Asticar    rcfinado: 
Assucar  refinado ;    Sucre   raj- 

Central  America , 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

^t»acco,  unmanufactured  (TiJ^ari?  no 
manufactttrado ;  Tabaco  mio  ma- 
nufacturado ;  Tabac  non  manu- 
facture) : 

^^entral  America 

^lexico 

-^Argentina 

C2)oiombia 

either  South  America 


^V)acco,  manufactures  of  {Manufac- 
turas  de  tabaco  ;  Manufacturas  de 
tabaco  ;    Tabac  fabriqu^) : 

Oentral  America 

^lexico 

-Argentina 

lirazil 

Qlolombia 

Other  South  America , 


'^ood,  unmanufactured  {Madera  no 
manufacturada ;  Madeira  mlo 
manufaclurada ;   Bois  brut)\ 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 


March— 


•  1897- 


$2,  247 

I,  206 

625 


963 

1,508 


876 

1.794 

47 

341 
240 

341 
108 


7,006 

479 
420 

3.605 

16 


251 
22,  888 


7.187 


5.874 

417 
706 


4 
3.687 


1,  141 
4,539 


1898. 


$1,  985 

1.595 
652 


914 
1,683 


2,075 
6.253 

45 
216 

20 

162 

188 


4.  699 

I,  226 

40 

1.803 


3.928 
5,027 
2,810 

713 
8,117 


5.744 
10,  231 


642 
4,668 


9,  600 
270 


Nine  months  ending 
March— 


1897. 

1898. 

$14, 207 

$13. 726 

11,936 

11,242 

3.270 

2,776 

80 

182 

7,909 

8.655 

11.637 

13. 291 

8,055 

16.309 

330 

742 

855 

2,049 
4,310 


47.  329 
19.  153 

1,752 
36,  475 

1. 135 


13,890 
90,  273 

4.055 
2,125 

74.  966 


46, 762 
II,  610 

47.  853 

1.355 
1,070 

45,078 


125,033 

209,  980 

33.516 

9.694 

8.535 
14,  622 


4,  260 

28, 143 

587 

348 

858 

1,409 

1,694 


40,  672 

II. 351 
1,406 

21,590 
5. .01 8 


25.  501 
108.  534 

3.375 

5.645 

70,  974 


32. 323 

16,910 

1.807 

560 

2.544 
56, 938 


45.557 
166,  030 . 

6,490 

7.278 

22,  107 

31.  140 


2124 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


EXPORTS  OF  DOMESTIC  MERCHANDISE. 


Articles  and  couutries. 


Lumber  {Madiras  ;   Madeiras ;  Bois 
de  construction) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil  . , 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Furniture  (Muebics ;  Afobilia  ;  Afcu- 
dles) : 

Central  America 

Mexico 

Santo  Domingo 

Argentina 

Brazil 

Colombia 

Other  South  America 

Wool,  raw  {Lana   cruda ;  Ltl   crua; 
Laines  brutes) : 
Mexico 


March  — 


$20,  318 

111,783 

9.795 
81,016 

66,031 

2,061 

45.  142 


11.533 

14, 429 

I,  189 

18,600 

5.487 
3.635 
5.704 


8,745 


1898. 


$4,645 

77.413 
3.096 

86, 462 

60,383 

4.561 

37. 971 


3.720 

13.234 

628 

1,643 

2,382 

2,474 
5.768 


Nine  months  ending 
March— 


1897. 


$103,152 
659,000 

41.445 
875.443 
533. 065 

36.  438 
556.651 


118,885 

135.  304 
9,602 

75.  576 
38, 541 
30,661 
86,  701 


140, 083 


189& 


66, 
117. 
9. 
56, 
30. 
26. 

59. 


8 

S 
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URUGUAY. 


AGRICULTURAL  EXPORTS. 


United  States  Consul  Swalm  reports  to  the  Department 
State  that  the  exports  of  wheat,  flour,  and  corn  from  U  ruguay 
a  series  of  years  were  as  below : 


f 


Year. 


1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 


Wheat. 


$169,  377 

1,382,808 

2, 079,  761 

161,  112 

392,  637 


Flour. 


$433.  027 
964.  372 
681, 744 

733. 282 
612, 356 


Com. 


$23.  «  77 
882.  ^^o® 

866,  i^^ 
34.3^5 


In  addition  to  the  figures  given  in  the  above  table,  there  w^re 
exported  during  the  same  years  by-products  of  wheat  to  the  val  ^^ 
of  $300,000.  Consul  SwALM  states  that,  under  normal  conditio^^^s, 
Uruguay  can  be  counted  on  as  a  competitor  of  the  United  Sta^-t^s 
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in   the  above-named  staples  in  the  markets  of  Brazil,  and  even  in 

Exirope.     Each  year  sees  an  increased  acreage  of  these  products 

brought    under   cultivation.     The  total    exports  of  agricultural 

products  during  the  four  years  commencing  1894  amounted  in 

value  to  $10,902,823,  while   for  the  preceding  four  years,  they 

were  $2,246,855,  showing  a  gain  for  the  first-named  period  of 

$8,655,968. 

DEMAND    FOR    ROOFING    SLATES. 

Consul  SwALM  makes  the  following  report   in  regard   to  the 
mcreasing  demand  for  roofing  slates    in   Uruguay,  the  modern 
architect  having  found  that  he  can  build  cheaper  and  better  roofs 
with  them.     The  slates  used  are  the  smaller  size,  9  by  13  inches. 
They  cost  $20  per  thousand,  but  to  that  must  be  added  the  duty 
of  $  1  1  .^^  per  thousand.     The  round  slates  are  valued  at  $2 1 .80  per 
housand,  but  the  duty  is  the  same.     The  retail  price,  as  used  in 
carpenters'   estimates,  is  from    $34    to    $36    per    thousand,  with 
^xtra  charge  for  putting  them  on.     None  of  the   10  by  20  or  12 
*^y    1 2  sizes  are  used,  the  smaller  ones  having  been  found  satisfac- 
tory.     The  monetary  values  here  stated  are  in  Uruguayan  pesos, 
\^    peso  is  equal  to  $1.0352  in  United  States  currency). 

The  slates  come  in  weight  freight  fi*om  England  at  an  average 

^  5^'  ($3*50)  per  ton  on  board  of  lighter,  ordinary  breakage  at 

owner's  risk.     The  demand  for  slates  will  increase;  but  should  an 

-^rtierican  firm  consider  it  advisable  to  enter  the  market,  it  should 

^^  So  by  establishing  a  depot  and  keeping  it  well  supplied  with 

^^^  article,  including  the  hardware  necessary.    The  best  American 

^^ate  can  find  a  market  here — small  at  first,  it  is  true — but  as  slate 

*^    the  coming  roofing  material,  the  future  may  be  relied  upon. 

^t  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  stocks  must  be  maintained 

f  ^^,  so  that  orders  may  be  filled  at  all   times.     Failure  in  this 

direction  has   been    ruinous    in    many   other  lines,  not   only  to 

^^erican   interests,  but  also  to  those  of  the  English,  who  per- 

isted  in  knowing  more  about  business  methods  of  the  country 

f^^n  residents  here,  and  preferred  to  have  only  samples  on  exhibi- 

^on.      These  samples  are  yet  to  be  seen,  and  that  is  all.     The 

^^ians  and  Germans  have  profited  by  the  advice  given  them  in 

^  Consular  Reports  and  are  doing  a  good  business. 
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COTTON  GROWING  IN  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

A  representative  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Grace  &  Co^  in 
New  York,  which  has  large  and  growing  interests  on  the  w^st 
coast  of  South  America,  has  recently  returned  to  the  United 
States,  and  reports  that  agriculturists  in  Chile  and  Peru  are  of 
late  paying  special  attention  to  the  growing  of  cotton.  In  con- 
nection with  the  agricultural  feature,  there  is  an  evident  purpose  to 
build  up  important  manufacturing  interests.  In  Chile,  the  first 
step  in  that  direction  has  already  been  taken  by  the  Government 
in  abolishing  until  the  year  1902  the  duty  on  all  textile  machiner>% 
as  mentioned  in  a  previous  number  of  the  Monthly  Bullet xm- 
In  consequence  of  this  exemption  from  duty,  large  quantities  of 
American  machinery  adapted  to  that  work  have  been  shipped  to 
Chile.  To  encourage  the  development  of  cotton  growing  ai^<l 
manufacturing  and  other  industries,  a  permanent  exposition  for  the 
display  of  all  kinds  of  machinery  has  recently  been  opened  iri 
Lima,  and  advices  received  indicate  that  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  the  European  Cominent  ^tre 
availing  themselves  of  this  opportunity  for  introducing  tK^ir 
machinery. 

The  near  completion  of  the  Trans-Siberian  Railroad  and  nhe 
development  of  the  slumbering  opportunities  in  the  far  Eastern 
countries  will  speedily  inaugurate  a  new  era  of  commerce  -^tid 
industry  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and  it  is  not  improbable  iir^^ 
the  impetus  given  to  cotton  growing  and  manufacturing  in  the 
countries  named  above  has  an  eye  to  the  opportunities  which  t:^^^ 
Oriental  trade  will  afford. 


FLOUR  TRADE  WITH  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

At  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  "Millers'  League,"  h^^^^ 
recently  in  Indianapolis,  the  question  of  maintaining  and  exparrr:^^' 
ing  the  flour  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Mexico,  Cent  -^ 
and  South  America  was  discussed  at  length. 

The  general  tenor  of  the  remarks  was  to  the  effect  that 
manufacturers  of  flour,  like  other  manufacturers  of  the  Unic:=^^" 
States,  must  extend  their  efforts  to  finding  new  markets.  Mat  ^/ 
of  the  large  millers  have  already  established  trade  with  the  Lac/^ 
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lerican  countries,  which  in  the  main  has  proven  very  satisfac- 
'';  payments,  while  slow,  have  been  reliable.  The  great 
::acle  to  the  further  development  of  this  field  lies  in  the  lack 
\merican  banking  facilities  in  those  countries.  It  was  stated 
:  a  St.  Louis  miller  has  developed  a  very  large  trade  in  Cen- 
and  South  America,  and  it  was  suggested  that  it  would  be 
Stable  if  a  combination  of  millers  should  operate  jointly,  as  a 
ibination  could  secure  banking  arrangements  which  one  man 
Id  not. 

)ne  of  the  speakers  is  quoted  as  follows:  "My  firm  has  done 
le  business  in  Costa  Rica  and  Yucatan  direct.  The  great 
abling-block  in  this  business  is  the  difficulty  in  making  collec- 
s,  owing  to  the  want  of  suitable  banking  facilities.  The  mer- 
its are  honest,  but  they  pay  their  bills  very  slowly,  and  when 
''  take  a  very  long  time,  they  will  probably  send  you  a  sixty 
s'  bill  on  some  house  in  New  York." 

"his  report  expresses  the  sentiment  of  most  business  men  in 
United  States  who  have  endeavored  to  establish  reliable  and 
le  commercial  relations  with  the  countries  south  of  the  United 
lies.  The  difficulty  in  the  way  of  appropriate  banking  condi- 
s  is  the  chief  obstacle  with  which  merchants  and  manufac- 
-rs  are  at  once  confronted.  In  addition  to  this,  the  limited 
>ortunities  for  steamship  communication  are  apparent. 


RAMIE  FIBER. 

•      EXPERIMENTS  MADE  AT  LIMOGES,  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Thomas  Barraclough,  of  London,  recently  read  a  paper 
ore  the  Imperial  Institute  on  the  cultivation  and  manufacture 
ramie  fiber.  The  paper  was  prepared  and  read  under  the  aus- 
es  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  and  is  printed  in  full  in  the  journal  of 
society. 

t  appears  that,  upon  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Barraclough,  a 
nber  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  cultivation,  preparation, 
I  manufacture  of  ramie  met  at  Limoges,  France,  July  27,  1897, 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  practical  working  of  the  Faure 
orticating  machine.  The  ramie  stems  used  in  the  experiment 
e  cut  from  the  crop  grown  upon  the  estate  of  Mr.  Faure,  in 
vicinity  of  Limoges,  and  the  test  had  for  its  main  purpose  to 
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determine  the  question  whether  the  work  of  decortication  could 
be  as  effectively  and  satisfactorily  done  by  the  machine  as  by  hand 
in  China. 

After  a  full  discussion  of  the  various  points,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted  and  signed  by  all  present  : 

Limoges,  July  ^7,  iSg^, 
The  undersigned,  present  at  the  experiments  made  by  Mr.  Fauhe,  with  his 
new  machine  for  decorticating  ramie,  are  pleased  to  declare  that  the  results 
obtained  have  completely  satisfied  them.  Their  opinion  is,  that  decortication  of 
ramie  by  the  Faure  machine  is  quite  equal  to  that  done  by  hand.  They  express 
their  opinion  that  the  problem  of  mechanical  decortication  of  ramie  is  now 
solved  under  conditions  absolutely  satisfactory. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  present,  Mr.  Bluntschli,  managing 
director  of  a  syndicate  which  owns  large  ramie  plantations  in 
Sumatra,  stated  that  he  had  used  the  Faure  decorticating  machine 
with  entire  success  and  satisfaction,  and  was  convinced  that  the 
fiber  turned  out  was  equal  to  that  produced  by  hand  labor  in 
Oriental  countries. 

The  Monthly  Bulletin  has,  from  time  to  time,  called  attention 
not  only  to  the  varied  uses  to  which  this  valuable  fiber  may  be 
applied,  but  also  to  the  adaptability  of  the  countries  of  South 
and  Central  America,  and  Mexico,  as  well  as  to  certain  portions 
of  the  United  States,  for  its  growth.  Reference  has  also  been 
made  to  the  efforts  to  overcome  great  difficulty  of  decorticating 
and  degumming  the  fiber  by  means  of  various  mechanical  devices. 
It  would  seem  that  the  only  obstacle  now  existing  to  the  develop 
ment  of  this  important  industry  is  to  associate  producer  and  man- 
ufacturer on  this  continent  into  greater  cooperation. 


TRADE    MISCELLANY. 

ARGENTINE    REPUBLIC. 
Proposed  Underground  Biec       Mr.  James  G.  Kelly  has  applied  to  the  municipality 

trie    Railway    in    Bnenoa     r    t»  4  r 

Ayrea.  of  Buenos   Ayres  for  a   concession    to    construct  two 

underground  electric  railways  in  that  city.  The  tunnels  are  to  be  lined  with 
concrete  of  sufficient  thickness  to  resist  the  pressure  of  the  earth  and  to  secure 
impermeability.  The  work  shall  begin  nine  months  after  the  approval  of  tli€ 
plans,  and  the  road  be  ready  for  public  service  within  three  years  thcrcafte-^ 
The  maximum  fare  to  be  charged  shall  not  exceed  fifteen  centavos,  and  ^' 
centavos  for  the  carriage  of  parcels.      Six  per  cent  of  the  total  receipts  s 
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rue  to  the  municipality.  Both  lines,  with  the  entire  plant  and  rolling  stock, 
II  become  the  absolute  property  of  the  municipality,  free  of  any  claim  or 
ipcnsation,  at  the  expiration  of  ninety-nine  years. 

ortation  of  Agricaitnral     ^^^^    British    Vice-Consul    at    Rosario,    reports    that 

impiementB.  during  the  period  of  good  harvests,  from  1889  to  1894, 

,000  tons  of  fencing  wire,  100,000  plows,  680,000  plowshares,  2,262  seed 

'crs,  27,680  reapers   (including  headers  and  binders),  2,600  threshers,  and 

00  winnowing  machines,  also  many  tons  of  minor  implements  found  a  ready 

■kct  in  Argentina.      Since  the  crisis  and  the  crop  failures,  the  demand   has 

:n  off  materially.     The  Vice-Consul  says  that  Great  Britain  ranks  first  and 

United  States  second  in  supplying  this  machinery. 

In  Tucuman,  the  sugar-raising  province  of  Argentina, 
» growing  in  Tucnman.  ,.  1.1,..^.  • 

many  agriculturists  have  lately  turned   their  attention  to 

growing,  for  which  the  climate  and  soil  are  favorable.      From  1895  to  1896, 

land   planted  in  this  crop  increased  from  100   hectares  to   264.      This  is  a 

small  area,  but  the  gain  is  significant.      In  irrigated  lands,  the  yield  is  2,500 

per  hectare,  and  in  dry  ground  1,500  kilos.      The  sowing  of  this  crop  has 

encouraged  by  the  crisis  in  the  sugar  industry. 

BRAZIL. 

The  British  foreign   office  has  received  official   infor- 
iK  of  State  Railways. 

mation  to  the  effect  that  the  Central  Railway  of  Pernam- 

has  been  leased  for  a  term  of  years  to  a  syndicate  represented  by  Senhor 
:>Nio  Ferreira.      With  the  conclusion  of  this  contract,  all  of  the  State  rail- 

of  Brazil,  with  the  exception  of  the  Central,  the  Bahia,  the  Southern  Per- 

>uco,  and   the  Paulo  Affonso,  will  have  passed  out  of  the  actual  control  of 

government.      Of  the  lines  enumerated  above,  several  have  hitherto  been 

a.ted  at  a  handsome  profit  to  the  State. 

The  manganese  ores  of  Brazil  have  formed  an   article 
its  of  lyianganoM  Ore. 

of  export  from  that  country  for  the  last  four  years.     This 

ral  is  brought  from  the  district  of  Miguel  Burnier,  in  the  State  of  Minas 

ics,  distant  about  310  jniles  from   Rio.      Transport  occupies  from  eight  to 

lays.      The  mines  are  situated  at  an  altitude  of  4,000  feet  in  a  pleasant  and 

:hy  climate,  and  the  labor  employed  is  chiefly  Italian  and  native,  with  some 

ish  and  Portuguese.      In    1897,  the  entire  output  of  the  ore,  8,800  tons, 

:  to  Philadelphia,  but  in  previous  years  it  was  shipped   to   England.      An 

y^sis  of  the  ore  shows  that  it  contains  54.7  per  cent  of  metallic  manganese, 

1  per  cent  of  sulphurous  acid,  and  0.077  P^*"  ^^^^  0^  phosphoric  acid. 
sationoftbeTribntarie.     ^s  indicating  the  rapid  development  in  the  trade  and 

of  tbe  Amazon.  navigation  of  the   affluents  of  the   Amazon,   it   may  be 

:d  that  a  steamer  navigating  the   Purus,  one  of  the  principal   tributaries, 

ntly  met  no  fewer  than  seventeen  steamers  on  her  return  voyage  to  the 

izon. 

CHILE. 

nmercial  Treaty  with        A  treaty  of  commerce  is  now  being  negotiated  between 

aeimany.  Chile  and  Germany.      Prior  to    1895,  there  existed  such 

jaty,  made  in  1862,  but  which  went  out  of  existence   at   the  former  date. 
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The  rapidly  increasing  trade  between  (he  two  countries  has  necessitated  its 
renewal  with  broader  conditions.  German  imports  from  Chile  in  1880 
amounted  to  $607,500;  in  1896  they  had  increased  to  $8,6155,750.  Of  these 
imports,  nearly  one-half  were  nitrates,  sole  leather  coming  next,  then  rawhides, 
gold  and  copper.  The  German  exports  10  the  country  consist  mainlv  of  lei- 
lijcs  and  iron  articles.  For  the  years  1894  and  1896,  the  exports  were  wool  CD 
goods,  valued  at  $985,500;  cotton  goods,  $1,556,500;  coarse  iron  articles, 
$475,zzO;    iinc  iron,  $840,000 ;    sugar,  $413,000, 

HAITI. 

Rl(lii>sf  OitiniMDfih*        1^  is  learned  that  the  Haitian  Government  has  recently, 
UDltadSui...  bv    Executive    decree,   extended    to   the   citizens  of  ik 

United  States,  residing  in  Haiti,  the  same  privileges  and  rights  in  matters  affecl- 
ing  trade  and  labor  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  natives.  The  decree  has  special  bear- 
ing upon  licenses  and  retail  trade. 


Tnda  OondltlaiL 


HONDURAS. 

In  the  report  of  Consul  Johnston  from  Utilla  on  .AprU 
;o,  1898,  to  the  Department  of  State,  and  published  in 
the  Advance  Sheets  of  the  Consular  Reports  for  May  21,  the  following  siate- 
menl  is  maile  :  "  The  first  part  of  the  month,  the  exports  of  bananas,  plantain*, 
and  cocoanuts  were  up  to  the  average,  but  during  the  last  ten  days  (he  trade 
has  been  cut  short  on  account  of  the  war  \/ith  Spain.  The  vessels  flying  the 
United  Slates  flag  have  been  laid  up  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  only  ones  in  ihc 
trade  are  those  flying  the  Norwegian  flag.  The  efleet  has  been  (o  lower  ihc 
prices,  and,  unless  more  vessels  are  employed,  much  of  the  fruit  will  rot  on  the 
trees  and  beagrcat  loss  to  the  producers.  This  will  naturally  affec(  the  import!, 
nearly  alt  of  which  come  from  the  United  States,  If  there  could  be  a  regular 
mail  line  between  New  Orleans  and  Utilla  and  Cuba  it  would  be  of  great  ben- 
efit to  the  trade  at  those  points." 

GUATEMALA. 

BxlDcUoiiar  EiportDntT        Information  of  an  official  character   has  been  receivti 
oaoook..  jhat  an  Executive  decree  has  been  promulgated  reducing 

the  export  duty  on  coffee  to  $1  currency,  i.  e.,  about  36  cents,  gold,  per  hun- 
dredweight. This  reduction  will  go  into  effect  on  Julv  i,  current  vear.  It  is 
stated  thai  the  same  decree  provides  that  the  exportation  of  all  natural  or  mana- 
factured  products  of  Guatemala,  with  the  exception  of  coffee,  shall,  from  the 
above  date,  be  free  of  duty;  and,  furthermore,  that  should  the  depression  in 
the  value  of  coffee  continue,  or  increase  in  foreign  markets,  the  Executive  nJiy 
at  any  time  remove  that  duty  also. 

PARAGUAY. 

,j^„„       Cattle  raising  is  the  principal  and  most  remuncraj^^-^ 

occupation  of   the  people  of  Paraguay,  but  owing  tt::~;,^^ 
I  the  ranches,  the  herds  are  driven  many  miles  to  water,  "^^^^ 


n 
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ly  handicaps  the  industry.  United  States  Consul  Ruffin,  at  Asunci6n,  sug- 
:s  the  need  of  good  American-made  windmills,  which  could  be  erected  by 
ranchmen  for  pumping  puirposes  and  overcome  this  great  disadvantage  to  the 
ustry. 

PERU. 

ction  of  Match  Factory  A  company,  with  a  capital  of  $40,000,  has  been  estab- 
ind  Smelter  in  Oaliao.  Jished  in  Callao,  to  manufacture  safety  and  wax  matches. 
)€ing  an  infant  industry,  the  product  is  as  yet  inferior  to  the  imported  article, 
mission  has  been  obtained  for  the  erection  of  smelting  works  on  the  outskirts 
the  city,  and  drainage  and  waterworks  are  being  constructed  at  a  cost  of 
•0,000.     During  1897,  the  customs  receipts  amounted  to  $2,100,000. 

UNITED  STATES. 

ortation  of  Sugar  Ma-       The  exports  of  Sugar  machinery  from  the  United  States 
chinery.  ^^  South  America  for  April  was  the  largest  recorded  for 

stime  past.  The  "  American  Exporter  **  makes  the  statement  that  Argen- 
,  Colombia,  and  Salvador  have  been  the  principal  markets  to  which  ship- 
cs  have  been  made,  to  the  value  of  about  $50,000.  Argentina  received 
It  two-thirds  of  this  amount  and  the  balance  was  taken  at  Honda,  Colom- 
and  at  Acajutla,  Salvador.'  They  are  said  to  be  exclusively  for  large  steam 
r  plantations,  no  small  cane  mills  for  horse  or  ox  power  being  included  in 
transaction. 

According  to  the  "Mexican  Financier,*'  Mexico  finds, 
and  must  continue  to  find,  her  largest  customer  for  coffee 
:hc  United  States.  The  Americans  are  the  greatest  buyers  of  coffee  in 
Vforld  (not  a  pound  of  which  can  be  grown  within  their  present  borders). 
-  volume  of  commercial  statistics  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  gives 
coffee  imports  in  detail.  The  total  importation  of  coffee  into  the  United 
:cs  for  the  twelve  months  ended  June  30,  1897,  was  737,645,670  pounds,  or 
ut  ten  pounds  per  capita,  according  to  estimates  of  present  population, 
e  American  purchase  of  coffee  in  the  fiscal  year  mentioned  came  from  many 
ntries,  the  whole  coffee-growing  world  being  laid  under  contribution,  and 
ce  continents  contributing — America,  Africa,  and  Asia,  besides  Australasia, 
their  order,  the  chief  suppliers  of  coffee  to  the  United  States  were: 


»a»iimption  of  Ooffte. 


zil 

lezucla 

itico 

ombia 

ita  Rica 

itemala 

Ich  East  Indies 

ti 

^ador 

;n 


Pounds. 

Gold  value. 

542,  857,  265 

$52.  792.  937 

58,913.154 

8,  300.  672 

28.  833,  870 

4,591,909 

20,  939,  528 

2,834.631 

19,  300,  381 

2,  800, 652 

11,569.772 

1,744.4" 

11,001,036 

2,075,157 

7.  299,  778 

946,  700 

7.  147.  369 

1,072,480 

5.118,386 

859,  602 

Total  value,  $81,544,000. 


\ 
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VENEZUELA. 

A  representative  of  a  United  States  syndicate  is  at 

Proposed  Steamship  liine.  .  « .        . 

present   in    Venezuela  investigating   the    advisability  of 

establishing  a  new  line  of  steamers  to  ply  between  the  city  of  New  York  ^m^  -m^d 
the  ports  of  Venezuela,  touching  at  some  of  the  West  Indies.      He  has  alre^K^^zdr 
contracted  for,  and  has  been  guaranteed^  according  to  a  recent  report,  2,c^»-^zx) 
tons  of  freight  per  month.      The  proposed   route  will   take  in   the  islands  of 

St.  Thomas,  St.  Kitts,  Guadeloupe,  Martinique,  the  Barbados,  and  Trinid  .^a.  «i. 
The  proposed  enterprise  also  contemplates  steam  communication  on  the  C^  x-'i- 
noco  River.  United  States'  business  interests  in  the  Republic  of  Venczca.  ^^  la 
are  developing  in  divers  directions  at  the  present  time.  A  building  and  \tzz>sui 
company  has  been  established  in  Caracas,  the  principal  capital  for  which  ^i^>r  ill 
come  from  the  northern  Republic. 

Oonce««ion  to    an    Engliah     ^^^^  Venezuelan  Government  has  granted  a  concess. 
^^^***^**®'  which  embraces  a  vast  tract  of  land  known  as  the  Vc 

zuelan  Amazon  Territory,  to  a  powerful  English  syndicate.  The  concess.  m  <3n 
includes  almost  a  monoply  of  the  navigation  of  the  Orinoco  River,  the  explom  t^- 
tion  of  rubber,  and  also  a  vast  emigration  scheme.  It  is  stated  upon  ^cz^<^ 
authority  that  this  company  is  trying  to  obtain  from  the  Colombian  and  Brazil  i  ^^ 
Governments  a  similar  concession  for  the  Amazon  territory  belonging  to  c^^^m^*^^ 
of  these  nations  and  touching  the^  Venezuelan  boundary.  The  country  is  v  ^s^  *y 
rich,  and  communication  between  the  Orinoco  and  Amazon  rivers  is  effected  fcy 
canals  or  rivers.  Two  commissions  have  visited  the  countrv  for  this  syndic^L  «^<» 
one  under  Professor  Borolius  of  the  University  of  Upsala,  and  the  other  un^^A<r 
Maj.  S.  Paterson  of  the  Argyll  and  Sutherland  Highlanders. 

The  Venezuelan  Government,  which  holds  the  mon*:z>  p- 

Tax  on  Salt.  1        r      1      1         1  -m    - 

oly  of  salt,  has  lately  increased  the  tax  on  that  commotio  »  ^7 
by  14  centimos  (about  3  cents)  per  kilo.  This,  presumably,  will  give  an  incr^-^^^c 
of  revenue  of  $400,000,  as  the  consumption  averages  12,600,000  kilos  ^^>'^^ 
year. 

The    "Venezuelan   Herald,"   of   recent   date,  reports 

Bnsineu  Opportnnities.  *  - 

that  there  are  good  opportunities  in  Caracas  for  Am^^r^- 
cans  having  a  small  capital  and  much  energy,  in  the  following  trades:   Butcl* 
pastry  cook,  cheese   and   butter  maker,   poultry  breeder,   painter,  and  pa 
hanger. 
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DE  LA 

CINA    DE    LAS    REPCBLICAS   AMERICANAS, 

UNION  INTERNACIONAL  DE  RePUBLICAS  AMERICANAS. 


/.  JUNIO,  1898.  No.  12. 


OFICINA     DE     LAS     REPOBLICAS     AMERI- 
CANAS. 

E    RESRNA    ACERCA    DE    SU    ORIGEN,  SU    INDOLE    Y    SUS 

FINES.* 

idea  de  la  formacion  de  una  oficina  6  agencia  internacional 
cual  estuviesen  representadas  las  republicas  del  continente 
ental,  la  sugirio  a  los  delegados  acreditados  a  la  Conferencia 
tiacional  Americana,  que  se  reunio  en  Washington  en  1890-91, 
nferencia  que  tuvo  lugar  en  Bruselas  en  mayo  de  1888,  que 
6  el  plan  de  una  union  internacional  para  la  publicacion  de 
>de  aduana,  etc.  La  oficina  de  la  Union  Postal  Universal, 
a  direccion  del  Gobierno  de  Suiza,  fue  citada  como  un  ejemplo 
economia  y  practicabilidad  *de  semejante  empresa,  por  la 
lion  de  la  Conferencia  Internacional  Americana  que  sometio 
>yecto  original  para  la  Oficina  de  que  se  trata. 
29  de  marzo  de  1890,  la  Conferencia  Internacional  Ameri- 
con  el  voto  unanime  de  los  delegados  de  los  diez  y  ocho 
;  representados  en  ella,  a  saber:  Haiti,  Nicaragua,  Peru, 
*mala,  Uruguay,  Colombia,  Argentina,  Costa  Rica,  Paraguay, 
I,  Honduras,  Mexico,   Bolivia,  Estados  Unidos,  Venezuela, 
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Chile,  Salvador,  y  Ecuador,  dispuso  que  se  estableciera  una  aso- 
ciacion  que  se  conoceria  con  el  nombre  de  "  La  Union  Intema- 
cional  de  las  Republicas  Americanas,  para  la  pronta  compilacion 
y  distribucion  de  datos  sobre  el  comercio,"  la  cual  estaria  repre- 
sentada  en  la  capital  de  los  Estados  Unidos  por  una  oficina  con 
el  titulo  de  "  La  Oficina  de  las  Republicas  Americanas."  Esta 
oficina,  que  podemos  llamar  organo  de  los  gobiernos  independientcs 
del  Nuevo  Mundo,  quedo  some tida  a  la  vigilancia  del  Secretario 
de  Estado  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  determinandose  en  diez  anos  el 
periodo  de  su  duracion,  prorrogables  indefinidamente  por  periodos 
de  diez  anos,  caso  de  que  las  naciones  que  en  ella  forman  parte  lo 
considerasen  ventajoso. 

En  la  primera  sesion  del  Congreso  51°  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
dicho  cuerpo,  por  un  decreto  bajo  el  titulo  de  "  Acto  por  el  cual  sc 
destinan  fondos  para  el  mantenimiento  del  servicio  diplomatico  y 
consular,  etc.,"  aprobado  el  14  de  julio  de  1890,  autorizo  al  Prcsi- 
dente  para  poner  en  practica  las  recomendaciones  de  la  Confc- 
rencia,  en  cuanto  lo  juzgase  conveniente,  y  voto  la  cantidad  dc 
$36,000  para  la  organizacion  y  el  establecimiento  de  la  Oficina, 
suma  que  los  delegados  reunidos  en  la  Conferencia  habian  dis- 
puesto  no  se  debia  exceder,  y  que  habia  de  ser  adelantada  anual- 
mente  por  los  Estados  Unidos,  repartiendose  entre  las  demas 
republicas  en  cuotas  proporcionadas  a  su  poblacion. 

El  26  de  agosto  de  1890,  Mr.  William   E.  Curtis  fue  nom- 
brado  Director  y  encargado  de  organizar  la  Oficina.     Poco  tiempo 
fue  necesario  para  que  se  demostrase  cuan  sabio  habia  sido  el  pro- 
ceder  de  la  Conferencia  por  cuyas  recomendaciones  se  habia  creado 
dicha  Oficina,  que  inmediatamente  se  hizo  acreedora  a  la  estima- 
cion  del  publico,  a  causa  del  cuidado  y  la  habilidad  desplegados 
en  el  desempeno  de  sus  importantes  funciones  de  compilar,  reunir 
y  diseminar  informes  relativQs  a  las  fuentes  de  riqueza,  al  desarrollo 
y  a  las  oportunidades   comerciales   que   ofrecian   las  republicas 
hispano-americanas,  al  propio  tiempo  que  les  presentaba  a  ellas 
las  multiples  ventajas  que  ofrecen  los  mercados  de  los  Estados 
Unidos. 

La  Conferencia  habia  definido  los  propositos  de  la  Oficina,  que 
eran  preparar  y  publicar  boletines  acerca  del  comercio  y  l^ 
fuentes  de  riqueza  de  las  republicas  americanas  y  suministrar 
informes  de  interes  para  los  fabricantes,  comerciantes  y  embaica- 
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dores,  datos  que  debian  estar  siempre  a  la  disposicion  de  aquellos 
que  desearen  noticias  acerca  de  los  reglamentos  y  de  las  tarifas  de 
aduana,  del  comercio  y  de  la  navegacion  de  dichos  paises. 

El  personal  de  empleados  cscojido  por  Mr.  Curtis  fue  com- 
puesto  de  traductores  competentes  en  las  lenguas  espanola  y 
portuguesa,  escribientes,  taquigrafos,  etc.,  a  cuyo  cargo  estaba  una 
obra,  por  cierto  nada  facil.  Al  mismo  comenzar  los  trabajos  se 
hizo  necesario  formar,  al  rededor  de  un  debil  nucleo,  una  biblio- 
teca  de  publicaciones  estadisticas  y  oficiales  de  los  gobiernos  que 
contribuian  a  un  fin  comun,  biblioteca  que  es  hoy  iinica  en  su 
especie  por  muchos  respectos,  y  esta  formada  de  obras  oficiales  y 
de  caracter  general  referentes  a  las  repiiblicas  americanas,  muchas 
de  cuyas  obras  ban  sido  donacion  de  dichos  gobiernos.  En  ella 
se  reciben  las  principales  publicaciones  diarias  y  periodicas  que 
ven  la  luz  en  Hispano-America,  las  cuales  se  conservan  en  colec- 
ciones,  que  han  sido  de  utilidad  para  el  Cuerpo  Diplomatico  y 
para  otros  que  han  solicitado  infbrmes  acerca  de  los  paises  del  sur. 
No  hay  otro  lugar  en  donde  se  puedan  conseguir  en  forma  tan 
concreta,  identicas  infbrmaciones,  ni  hay  tampoco  otra  coleccion 
que  ofrezca  las  mismas  facilidades  para  el  estudio  de  las  diversas 
costumbres  hispano-arnericanas,  su  sociedad,  su  historia  y  su 
comercio.  El  niimero  de  publicaciones  existente  en  la  biblioteca 
de  la  Oficina  es  como  sigue:  obras  empastadas  en  tela,  1,542; 
en  papel  6  folletos,  2,318;  publicaciones  periodicas,  140;  diarias, 
65;  lo  que  arroja  un  total  de  4,065  publicaciones,  cuyo  numero 
se  aumenta  constantemente,  ya  sea  por  la  compra  de  obras,  ya  sea 
por  donacion  que.  de  ellas  hagan. 

El  principal  trabajo  de  la  Oficina,  durante  los  ochos  afios  que 
lleva  de  existencia,  ha  sido  la  compilacion  de  Manuales  y  Direc- 
torios  Comerciales  que  se  han  publicadp  ycontiniian  publicandose 
periodicamente,  en  los  cuales  estan  representados  todos  los  paises 
que  contribuyen  a  su  sostenimiento  y  las  distintas  colonias  del 
viejo  mundo  en  el  hemisferio  occidental.  Estas  obras  contienen 
informes  generales,  especiales,  de  la  indole  de  los  que  solicitan  los 
comerciantes^,  los  fabricantes  y  los  embarcadores  de  los  continentes 
americanos.  Dichas  publicaciones  han  sido  preparadas  con  los 
informes  que  se  han  recibido  de  fijentes  oficiales  y  autcnticas,  sin 
ocuparse  de  las  de  igual  naturaleza  que  ya  se  hayan  hecho,  y  su 
preparacion  ha  costado  mucho  trabajo,  estudio,  correspondencia  y 
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gastos.  Esto  ultimo  ha  sido  siempre  un  serio  inconveniente  contra 
el  cual  han  tenido  que  luchar  los  directores  de  la  Oficina.  Todos 
han  comprendido  la  magnitud  del  campo  que  se  le  abria  a  la 
Oficina  desde  su  creacion,  y  dicho  sea  en  honor  de  ellos,  con  los 
escasos  recursos  a  su  alcance  han  hecho  muchisimo  para  ensenar 
a  los  pueblos  de  los  paises  que  forman  la  Union  Internacional, 
cuales  son  sus  riquezas  y  su  capacidad  comercial,  como  se  ensancha 
el  comercio  y  como  se  hacen  mas  abiertas  las  relaciones  fratemaics 
que  existen  entre  ellos. 

Cuando  la  Oficina  comenzo  tan  halagadora  labor,  era  general  la 
ignorancia  que  existia  respecto  de  las  condiciones  politicas,  comer- 
ciales  y  sociales  de  todas  las  naciones  que  hoy  se  han  unido  para 
su  bienestar  comiin,  mientras  que  publicaciones  en  ingles,  conside- 
radas  como  fidedignas,  en  un  gran  numero  de  casos  resultaban 
estar  completamentp   erradas  en  sus  apreciaciones  acerca  de   1^^^ 
paises  de  Centro  y  Sud  America.     El  esmero  con  que  se  prep-i^^ 
los  boletines  de  la  Oficina,  que  son  sometidos  antes  de  publicari^^ 
al  examen  y  correccion  de  los  agentes  diplomaticos  6  emplea^^^ 
de  los  gobiernos  de  los  paises  sobre  los  cuales  versan,  les  imprt  *^ 
el  canicter  de  fidedignos,  verdaderosy  autenticos.     Prueba  al>«-* 
dante  de  que  se  les  reconoce  como  tales  es  el  hecho  de  que,  ta"*^ 
los  boletines  como  las  otras  publicaciones  hechas  por  la  Ofici  ^^   ' 
iian  sido  causa  de  que  se  haya  correjido  el  texto  de  encicloped  ^     , 
populares,  geografias  y  otros  libros  de  escuela,  en  lo  referenter 
los  paises  latino-americanos. 

Desde  los  principios  de  la  Oficina,  la  demanda  por  sus  public^^ 
ciones  fue  grande ;  mucho  nv^s  alia  del  numero  de  ejemplares  puh^'  " 
cados  con  los  fondos  limitados  que  se  le  habian  asignado.  ^ 

primer  Director  tuvo  que  hacer  frente  a  esto,  que  afectaba  la  esfi 
de  utilidad  de  la  Oficina,  pues  millares  de  personas,  con  derechc^      ^ 
obtener  los  infbrmes,  se  encontraban  imposibilitadas  de  adquirirl^^^^' 
Desde  que  se  establecio  la  Oficina  hasta  octubre  de  1893,  las  puh^  »  *' 
caciones  que  hacia  se  distribuyeron  gratis  y  las  ediciones  que    ^^^ 
ellas  se   tiraban  de  cincuenta   mil  6   menos  ejemplares,  estate  ^^'^ 
restringidas  necesariamente  el  uso  de  unas  cuantas  bibliotecas  pr^^' 
blicas,  organi'/  iciones  comerciales  y  personas  interesadas  de  mc^-^i^ 
directo  en  el  comercio  de  los  paises  de  que  aquellas  trataban.        -fc-' 
numero  de  solicitudes  de  los  Estados  Unidos  solamente,  por    1^^ 
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letines,  alcanzo  durante  el  primer  ano  de  la  existencia  de  la 
icina  a  treinta  y  ocho  mil  y  las  de  las  otras  republicas  llegaron  a 
s  6  a  igual  numero. 

Durante  el  segundo  ano,  la  solicitud  por  dichas  publicaciones 
go  a  adquirir  tales  proporciones,  fueron  tan  numerosos  los  pedi- 
5  de  los  miembros  del  Congreso  para  sus  comitentes,  que  en  la 
mera  sesion  del  Congreso  52°  se  ordeno  la  publicacion  de  edi- 
►nes  especiales  de  los  principales  boletines  para  ser  distribuidos 
:re  los  senadores  y  los  representantes.  No  fueron  menos  las 
icitudes  hechas  por  las  escuelas  publicas  de  los  Estados  Unidos, 
va  atencion  especial  habia  sido  dirijida  al  estudio  de  las  cues- 
nes  de  Hispano- America  con  la  reunion  de  la  Conferencia  Inter- 
:ional  Americana.  Sin  embargo,  era  a  todas  luces  imposible, 
3aso  que  era  tambien  infortunado,  que  mas  de  1 1,000  bibliote- 

publicas  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  sin  contar  con  las  de  las 
ublicas  hermanas,  y  los  120,000,000  de  habitantes  de  las  diez  y 
:ve  republicas  de  la  Union  pudieran  gozar  de  una  distribucion 
a  de  las  publicaciones  de  la  Oficina. 

"lacer  frente  a  estas  solicitudes  y  a  los  pedidos  cada  dia  crecien- 
de  aquellos  en  beneficio  de  los  cuales  se  habia  establecido  la 
cina,  era  una  cuestion  dificil  de  resolver  y  que  se  habia  presen- 
3  desde  temprano  al  estudio  de  la  junta  directiva  de  la  Oficina. 
il  segundo  director,  Mr.  Clinton  Furbish,  que  entro  a  desem- 
ar  sus  funciones  el  18  de  mayo  de  1893,  y  continuo  en  ellas 
ta.el  29  de  marzo  de  1897,  publico  en  octubre  de  1893  una 
ular  explicativa  de  los  hechos  mencionados  y  en  la  cual  anun- 
>a  que  en  lo  adelante  se  cobraria  un  precio  muy  modico  por 
as  las  publicaciones,  con  el  objeto  de  conseguir  asi  que  su  dis- 
ucion  fuera  imparcial.  Esta  medida,  que  al  principio  se  creyo 
:  daria  por  resultado  una  disminucion  en  el  niimero  de  solici- 
es,  probo  en  pocos  meses  que  la  Oficina  se  habia  hecho  mas 
esaria  a  los  distintos  elementos  comerciales  de  los  diferentes 
ics  interesados  en  ella,  de  lo  que  antes  se  habia  creido.  Las  so- 
tiudes  por  informes  y  publicaciones  aumentaron  cada  vezmas,  y 

razon  de  esperar,  proveniente  de  esta  fuente,  una  buena  renta 

a  ensanchar  el  radio  de  accion  de  la  Oficina, 

durante  la  direccion  de   Mr.  Furbish,  de  conformidad  con  las 

^mendaciones  hechas  por  la  Conferencia  Internacional  Ameri- 
Bull.  No.  12 5 
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cana,  se  comenzo  a  dar  a  la  luz  el  BoLExfN  Mensual,  con  el 
objeto  de  conseguir  y  diseminar  informes  acerca  de  las  distintas 
industrias  de  las  diferentes  republicas  y  la  posibilidad  de  las  venta- 
jas  que  reportaria  su  desarroUo.  El  primero  de  estos  boletines  sc 
publico  en  octubre  de  1893,  bajo  el  titulo  de  "El  Cafe  en  Ame- 
rica ; "  el  segundo  vio  la  luz  en  noviembre,  con  el  nombre  de 
"  Carbon  y  Petroleo  en  Colombia."  La  publicacion  esta  hoy  en 
el  quinto  volumen.  El  tamafio  creciente  de  esta  obra  es  la  mejor 
prueba  del  exito  que  ha  alcanzado  entre  aquellos  para  cuyo  ben^ 
ficio  se  establecio  la  Oficina. 

Durante  el  ano  de  1896,  los  representantes  de  los  paises  que 
componen  la  "Union  Internacional  de  las  Republicas  Amcri- 
canas''  dieron  un  paso  de  la  mayor  importancia.  Con  el  objeto 
de  poner  en  practica  las  evidentes  miras  de  los  organizadores  de 
este  movimiento,  se  envioiina  invitacion  a  los  representantes  acredi- 
tados  de  las  naciones  que  forman  la  Union,  exigiendoles  sc 
reuniesen  con  el  Secretario  de  Estado  con  el  fin  de  estudiar  d 
plan  que  en  lo  futuro  habrian  de  seguir  los  trabajos  de  la  Oficina, 
asi  como  tambien  los  medios  de  ampliar  su  radio  de  accion.  La 
reunion  se  verifico  en  el  Departamento  de  Estado  en  Washing- 
ton, el  1°  de  Abril  de  1896,  estando  representadas  todas  las  naciones 
independientes  de  la  Union,  excepto  la  Republica  Argentina, 
Bolivia,  Paraguay,  Santo  Domingo  y  Haiti.  Fue  lo  mas  notable 
de  las  discusiones  que  tuvieron  lugar  el  interes  que  todos  demos- 
traron  por  los  trabajos  de  la  Oficina  y  el  deseo  de  extender  su 
esfera  de  utilidad.  Se  nombro  una  comision  compuesta  de  cinco 
miembros,  para  que  informase  acerca  del  mejor  medio  de  p)oner  en 
practica  las  ideas  de  los  representantes.  Formaron  dicha  comision 
los  Senores  Don  MatIas  Romero,  Enviado  Extraordinario  y 
Ministro  Plenipotenciario  de  Mexico;  Don  Salvador  de  Men- 
DONf  A,  Enviado  Extraordinario  y  Ministro  Plenipotenciario  del 
Brasil,  Don  Jose  Andrade,  Enviado  Extraordinario  y  Ministro 
Plenipotenciario  de  Venezuela,  Don  Antonio  Lazo  Arriaga, 
Enviado  Extraordinario  y  Ministro  Plenipotenciario  de  Guate- 
mala, Don  JoAgufN  Bernardo  Calvo,  Encargado  de  Negocios 
Tnterino  (luego  nombrado  Ministro  Residente)  de  Costa  Rica. 

Despues  de  un  detenido  estudio  de  las  materias  que  le  fiieron 
sometidas,  la  comision  presento  su  informe -final  el  4  de  juniode 
1896,  el  cual  fue  adoptado  por  los  representantes  como  base  de 
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ierno  para  los  intereses  de  la  Union.  Decia  el  informe  que  el 
)6sito  de  la  Conferencia  Internacional  Americana  fue  esta- 
er  una  oficina  de  caracter  absolutamente  internacional ;  que 
^irtud  de  este  proposito  era  de  desearse  que  los  ciudadanos  de 
Ji versos  paises  que  forman  la  Union  fuesen  igualmente  ele- 
es,  en  concurso  y  previo  examen,  para  todos  los  puestos  de  la 
:ina;  que  seria  conducente  al  bien  comun  que  se  ensanchara 
)rograma  de  los  trabajos  de  la  Oficina  y  hacerla  el  organo  de 
Jnion,  no  solo  con  el  objeto  de  compilar  y  diseminar  mformes 
lerciales,  sino  tambien  para  tratar  de  todo  asunto  relativo  a  la 
I  economica  y  crecimiento  de  los  paises  de  la  Union;  que 

ensanchamiento  de  la  esfera  de  accion  de  la  Oficina  requeria 
lento  de  gastos ;  aunque  era  de  desearse  que  las  obligaciones 
OS  gobiernos  no  excediesen  los  limites  del  presupuesto  original, 
le  con  la  insercion  de  anunciosen  las  publicaciones  de  la  Oficina 
odria  sutvenir  probablemente  a  nuevos  gastos.  En  vista  de 
>  consideraciones,  el  informe  recomendo  que  se  ordenara  al 
:tor  de  la  Oficina  a  proceder  inmediatamente  a  lo  que  fuese 
sario  para  la  insercion  de  anuncios  en  las  publicaciones  y 
>uso  un  plan  para  la  reorganizacion  de  la  Oficina,  en  el  cual  se 
onian  ciertas  Veglas  acerca  de  los  examenes  de  los  aspirantes  a 
leos  y  se  creaba  una  comision  ejecutiva,  permanente,  com- 
ita  de  cinco  de  los  representantes  de  las  naciones  americanas  que 
lan  la  Union.  De  estos,  cuatro  son  llamados  por  turno  a  servir 
fficio  en  la  comision,  siguiendo  para  su  eleccion  el  orden  alfabe- 

de  los  nombres  de  sus  respectivas  naciones  en  una  de  las 
ro  lenguas  de  la  Union  que  se  haya  escojido  previamente  por 
!0,  en  una  reunion  de  los  representantes,  siendo  siempre  el 
etario  de  Estado  miembro  ex-officio  de  la  comision.  Al 
lei  primer  ano  el  primer  miembro  de  la  comision  es  rempla- 
)  por  el  que  ocupaba  el  quinto  lugar  en  la  lista  alfabetica,  el 
indo  por  el  sexto  al  fin  del  segundo  ano,  y  asi  sucesivamente,  en 
3i6n,  ano  tras  ano.  La  comision  ejecutiva  celebra  una  sesion 
naria  el  primer  lunes  de  cada  mes  y  se  reune  en  sesion  extraor- 
iria  cuando  lo  determine  el  Secretario  de  Estado ;  y  cuando 
xigiere  una  mayoria  de  sus  miembros  podra  citar  a  junta  a  los 
"sentantes  de  la  Union. 

a  comision  ejecutiva  funcionara  como  junta  de  vigilancia  de 
Iministracion  de  la  Oficina,  y  tres  de  sus  miembros,  ya  sea 
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personalmente  6  por  medio  de  agentes  designados  por  ellos,  fbrman 
parte  del  tribunal  de  examen  para  los  aspirantes  a  puestos;  tam- 
bien  examinara  las  cuentas  de  la  Oficina.     El  Director  esta  en  la 
obligacion  de  presentar  un  informe  a  los  gobiernos  que  forman  ^ 
la  Union,  tan  pronto  como  sea  posible  despues  del  primero  de:::^ 
Julio  de  cada  ano,  dando  cuenta  de  los  trabajos  de  la  Oficin^ 

durante  el  ano  trascurrido.     Este  informe,  ademas  de  presenta ^ 

cuenta  detallada  de  los  ingresos  y  egresos  durante  el  ano  a  que  sw^ 
refiere,  indicara  las  cuotas  que   a  cada  nacion  le  corresponder^^ 
satisfacer  y  contendra  ademas  un  presupuesto  de  ingresos  y  egreso^ 
para  el  ano  siguiente.     Tambien  se  dispuso  pedir  a  cada  uno  cJe 
los  gobiernos  que  enviase  una  coleccion  de  sus  leyes  y  de  publica- 
ciones  relativas  a  su  geograf  ia,  sus  industrias,  comercio  y  recursos 
en  general.     Las  publicaciones  de  la  Oficina,  ya  sea  en  la  forma 
de  boletines  mensuales  6  de  manuales  6  monograf  las  se  habran  de 
referir  de  un  modo  especial  a  asuntos  comerciales,  tales  comodere- 
chos  de  aduana,  medios  de  transporte,  presupuestos,  estadisticas,  y 
cualquiera  otra  materia  que  se  relacione  con  el  comercio  y  las 
industrias  en  general  de  las  naciones  que  componen  la  Union, 
y  ademas,  informes  geograficos,  descubrimientos,  exploraciones  y 
cualquier  asunto  que  sirva  a  aumentar  el  conocimiento  de  las  con- 
diciones  economicas  y  los  recursos  de  cada  pais. 

El  primer  numero  del  BoletIn  Mensual  que  se  publico  des- 
pues de  haber  comenzado  a  solicitar  anuncios,  fuc  el  correspon- 
diente  al  mes  de  noviembre  de  1896,  en  el  cual  habian  insertos 
treinta  y  nueve  anuncios  de  casas  de  comercio  notables.  El  corrcs- 
pondiente  a  enero  contenia  cuarenta  y  siete,  y  desde  entonces 
crecio  tan  rapidamente  el  numero  de  los  que  anunciaban  en  dicha 
publicacion  que  para  el  mes  de  noviembre  de  1896  tenia  ciento 
cuarenta  y  una  paginas  entre  texto  y  anuncios  y  para  el  mes  de 
abril  1898,  contaba  trescientas  veinticuatro  paginas,  de  lascualcs 
ciento  veintinueve  contenian  anuncios  de  casas  de  los  Estados 
Unidos.  Hasta  el  primero  de  marzo  de  1898  se  solicito  anuncios 
en  comision ;  desde  entonces  se  suspendio  este  metodo  de  procc- 
dimento. 

Es  sorprendente  la  inmensidad  de  informes  especiales  que  en  su 
correspondencia  diaria  se  ve  obligada  la  Oficina  a  contestar.  t* 
numero  de  preguntas  relativas  a  asuntos  comerciales  que  se  le  din- 
jieron  durante  los  cuatro  primeros  meses  de  su  existencia  alcanzo 
a  setecientas;  hoy  puede  calcularse  igual  numero  en  un  termin<> 
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igual  de  semanas.  Estas  solicitudes  por  informes  vienen,  natural- 
mente,  de  comerciantes,  fabricantes  y  hombres  de  negocios  de 
los  Estados  Unidos,  que  desean  ensanchar  su  comercio  con  las 
republicas  del  sur,  y  en  este  campo  es  en  donde  la  Oficina  es 
particularmente  util  a  los  fabricantes  6  exportadores  del  interior  y 
de  las  ciudades  pequenas  de  los  Estados  Unidos.  Los  que  solici- 
tan  informes  son  por  lo  general  fabricantes  de  efectos  para  ferro- 
carriles,  de  maquinaria  e  instrumentos  para  la  agricultura  y  la 
mineria,  carros,  muebles,  papel,  ferreteria,  etectos  de  cuero,  joyeria, 
drogas,  agentes  quimicos  y  tambien  de  fabricantes  de  otros  pro- 
ductos,  deseosos  de  saber  si  en  los  paises  del  sur  tendran  demanda 
6  si  se  adaptan  al  uso  de  aquellos  mercados.  La  Oficina  contesta 
siempre  que  puede  hacerlo  y  en  referencia'al  caso  especial,  dando 
los  consejos  y  suministrando  los  informes  relativos  al  clima  y  a  las 
condiciones  del  mercado  a  que  se  contrae  el  solicitante,  para  que 
^stc  pueda  adaptar  sus  productos  a  las  circunstancias  y  en  muchos 
<^asos  se  le  pone  en  comunicacion  con  personas  que  le  ayudan 
gustosas  a  introducir  y  vender  sus  mercancias.  Los  que  solicitan 
informes  no  estan  circunscritos,  sin  embargo,  a  este  continente,  ni 
^  los  comerciantes  y  los  fabricantes. 

De  Europa,  lo  mismo  que  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Uegan 
^^ritenares  de  cartas  preguntando  acerca  del  clima,  del  suelo,  de 
las  leyes,  las  minas,  los  salarios,  los  metodos  agricolas,  los  impuestos, 
las  condiciones  sociales,  etc.,  de  las  republicas  americanas.  El 
inrrienso  trabajo  necesario  para  contestar  a  todas  estas  preguntas, 
S^^  abarcan  tan  ancho  campo  y  que  requiren  con  frecuencia  tanto 
^i^mpo,  investigacion  y  correspondencia  con  el  objeto  de  obtener 
los  informes  necesarios,  pesaba  fuertemente  sobre  el  reducido 
Personal  de  la  Oficina,  de  suerte  que  en  setiembre  de  1897  se  creo 
^ria  division  de  informaciones  con  el  objeto  de  contestar  con  el 
^^^nor  retardo  posible  y  con  tanta  certeza  y  tan  cabalmente  como 
^  pudiera,  las  muchas  preguntas  contraidas  a  datos  especiales 
^^ferentes  a  las  republicas  latino-americanas,  que  diariamente  se 
^^oiben  en  la  Oficina.  Esta  division  esta  a  cargo  de  Mr.  Henry 
1^-  Bryan,  que  fue  el  primer  secretario  de  la  Oficina,  desde  febrero 
*^^    1891  hasta  el  20  de  marzo  de  1893. 

Entre  las  recomendaciones  hechas  por  la  Conferencia  Interna- 
tional Americana,  habia  una  abogando  por  la  publicacion  de  una 
^^  omenclatura  de  los  articulos  de  mercancias  que  se  importan  y 
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se  exportan.     El  trabajo  de  preparar  esta  clave  6  catalogo 
termino  la  Oficina  en  1897.     La  obra  completa  consta  de  tr— < 
volumenes  en   ingles,  espanol  y  portugues,  con  los  equivalentrc 
correspond ientes  en  cada  uno  de  estos   idiomas,  segun  el  case 
Esta  obra  es  el  fruto  de  siete  anos  de  trabajo.     Las  ventajas  que 
semejante  obra   reporta  a   los  importadores  y  exportadores  so;) 
incalculables.     Muchos  de  los  terminos  que  en  ella  se  encuentrau 
no  aparecen  en  ningun  dicionario  espanol  6  portugues,  particu- 
larmente  en  lo   que  se  refiere  a   maquinaria  y  sus  partes  com- 
ponentes,  y  mas  en  especial  en  lo  tocante  a  invenciones  y  aparatos 
electricos  que  el  genio  moderno  tan  prolificamente  produce.    El 
Ministerio  de  Hacienda  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  en  enero  de  1898, 
adopto  la  Nomenclatufa  Comercial  como  obra  de  texto  paracl 
uso  de   todas   las  aduanas  de  su  dependencia  y  se  espcra  que 
muchas,  si  no  todas  las  naciones  interesadas  en  el  plan  de  la 
Oficina,  tambien  la  adopten. 

El  trabajo  mas  importante  que  se  efectuo  en  1897,  ^"^  laprepa- 
racion  del  Directorio  Comercial  de  las  Republicas  Americanas, 
comenzado  durante  la  direccion  del  difunto  Director  Joseph  P. 
Smith,  cuya  temprana  muerte  tuvo  que  lamentar  la  Oficina  al 
comienzo  del  ano  de  1898,  menos  de  doce  meses  despues  de 
haber  sido  nombrado.  Poco  despues  de  haber  entrado  Mr. 
Smith  a  desempenar  su  puesto  como  Director  (29  de  marzo  de 
1898),  hubo  de  convencerse  de  que  uno  de  los  medios  mas  eficaces 
para  estrechar  las  relaciones  entre  los  fabricantes  y  los  comerciantes 
de  los  distintos  paises,  dando  aliento  de  esta  suerte  al  desarrollo  de 
la  industria  y  del  comercio,  era  poner  al  alcance  de  ellos  una 
fuente  fidedigna  de  informaciones  de  los  nombres  de  las  casas  que 
se  ocupan  en  ramos  especiales  del  comercio  6  de  la  industria, 
acompanados  de  los*  ultimos  informes  que  se  pudieran  coriseguir 
referentes  a  las  fuentes  de  riqueza,  el  comercio,  las  manufacturas, 
usos  comerciales,  leyes  de  propiedad  industrial  y  literaria,  licen- 
cias  comerciales,  tarifas  de  aduana,  reglamentos  de  pasaportes, 
leyes  de  minas,  etc.,  de  las  republicas  americanas  y  de  lascolonias 
de  las  Antillas  y  de  Centro  y  Sud  America,  con  las  cuales  estan 
tan  intimamente  ligados  por  lazos  comerciales.  Los  hombrcs  de 
negocios  de  los  Estados  Unidos  hubieron  de  reconocer  que  una 
obra  de  esta  especie  era  una  de  las  mas  ingentes  necesidades  pa^^ 
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el  ensanchamiento  del  comercio  con  los  paises  latino-americanos. 
La  empresa  fue  grande  y  causo  fuertes  gastos  de  dinero  y  empleo 
dc  tiempo.  Se  llevo  a  cabo  con  el  mayor  cuidado  para  que 
dicha  publicacion  se  reconociera  en  todas  partes  como  autoridad 
en  su  clase.  El  primer  voliimen  se  publico  como  ocho  meses 
despues  de  empezado  el  trabajo  y  dentro  de  poco  se  dara  a  la  luz 
el  segundo.  El  primer  ejemplar  del  tomo  primerodel  Directorio 
Comercial,  publicado  por  la  Oficina  en  noviembre  de  1897,  le  fue 
presentado  formalmente  al  Presidente  McKinley  por  el  Secretario 
Sherman,  en  representacion  de  la  comision  ejecutiva  de  la  Ofi- 
cina de  las  Republicas  Americanas,  acompanado  en  aquel  acto 
por  otros  miembros  de  dicha  Comision. 

Al  poner  la  obra  en  manos  del  Presidente,  el  Secretario  dijo 
que  nunca  se  habia  compilado  y  publicado  otra  igual.  La  Oficina 
ha  recibido  de  todos  los  miembros  del  Gabinete  de  los  Estados 
Unidos  y  de  los  Presidentes  y  miembros  de  los  gabinetes  de 
todos  los  paises  interesados  en  la  Union,  asi  como  tambien  de  las 
principales  camaras  y  juntas  de  comercio,  cartas  que  recomiendan 
esta  gran  obra.  Muchas  de  las  casas  de  comercio  mas  notables  de 
los  Estados  Unidos  ban  elogiado  dicha  publicacion,  considerandola 
como  que  viene  a  llenar  de  la  manera  mas  completa  un  vacio  que 
se  hacia  sentir  desde  hace  tiempo,  lo  que  da  una  idea  del  juicio 
maduro  y  del  espiritu  adelantado  del  difunto  Director. 

A  la  muerte  de  Mr.  Smith,  el  Secretario  de  Estado  dio  instruc- 

ciones  a  Mr.  Frederic  Emory,  jefe  de  la  Oficina  de  Comercio 

Extranjero  del  Departamento  de  Estado,  para  que  se  encargase  de 

la  Oficina  en  capacidad  de  director  interino,  y  el  28  de  febrero  de 

i8q8,  por  resolucion   de   la  comision  ejecutiva,  fue  nombrado 

director  provisionalmente.      Mr.  Emory  continue  el  trabajo  en 

donde  lo  habia  dejado  su  predecesor  y  se  ocupa  en  fomentar  los 

intereses  generates  de  la  Union  Internacional,  siguiendo  el  mismo 

plan  tan  habilmente  concebido  por  Mr.  Smith.     Mr.  Emory  desen> 

peno  la  secretaria  de  la  Oficina  desde  marzo  de  1893  hasta  el  de 

17  de  abril  de   1894,  en  cuya  epoca  fue  nombrado  jefe  de  la 

Oficina  de  Comercio  Extranjero  (que  era  entonces  la  Oficina  de 

Estadisticas)  cuyas  labores  son  semejantes  a  las  que  desempena  hoy 

como  director  de  esta  Oficina.      No  fue  sino  el  21  de  mayo  de 

1898  que  se  nombro  el  sucesor  de  Mr.  Emory  en  la  secretaria  de 
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la  Oficina,  puesto  que  habia  quedado  vacante.  En  esa  fecha  se 
designo  para  desempeRar  las  funciones  de  secretario  al  Dr.  Horacio 
Guzman,  por  autorizacion  especial  de  la  comision  ejecutiva, 

Uno  de  los  mayores  obstaculos  que,  para  el  desarrollo  del  co- 
mercio  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y  sus  vecinos  del  sur  y  de  las 
Antillas,  existia  antes  del  establecimiento  de  la  Oficina  era  la  igno- 
rancia,  por  parte  de  los  comerciantes  y  febricantes  dc  este  pais,  en 
lo  referente  a  las  necesidades  especiales  de  los  mercados  cuyo 
dominio  solicitaban.  La  manera  de  hacer  desaparecer  este  obstacu- 
lo,  abrir  aquellos  mercados  a  las  mercancias  de  los  Estados 
Unidos,  de  modo  de  hacer  que  el  comercio  de  todas  dcpendadc 
unas  y  otras  entre  si,  ha  sido  objeto  de  muy  serio  estudio.  Aqui 
file  que  la  oficina  vino  a  socorrer  al  atareado  comerciante  y  al 
fabricante,  demostrando  la  sabiduria  de  la  conferencia  que  la  habia 
creado. 

No  falto  quienes  tildaran  de  utopicos  todos  los  planes  de  la  Con- 
ferericia  Internacional  Americana  y  mirasen  a  su  resultado,  la 
Oficina.  como  un  proyecto  extravagante  e  iniitil.  Empero,  la 
importancia  de  esta  Oficina,  como  gran  factor  en  la  economia  social 
y  comercial  de  todo  el  Continente  Occidental,  se  ha  demostrado 
ya  por  manera  clara  y  pratica ;  hoy  no  es  una  teoria.  Ha  sido 
reconocida  por  el  Congreso  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  en  el 
corricnte  afio  ha  dado  prueba  de  lo  que  aprecia  sus  labores  y  de 
en  cuanto  estima  su  esfera  de  utilidad,  votando  un  presupuesto  por 
una  gruesa  suma  para  cubrir  el  deficit  proveniente  de  los  gastos 
hechos  en  compilar,  clasificar  y  pubticar  cl  inmenso  cumuiode 
datos  que  se  ha  dado  al  publico  bajo  el  nombre  de  Directorio 
Comercial  de  las  Republicas  Americanas,yaprobando  igualmente, 
sin  un  solo  voto  en  contrario,  el  presupuesto  para  el  mantenimienw 
de  la  Oficina  durante  el  proximo  afio  fiscal.  Las  principalcs  socie- 
dades  mercantiles  de  los  Estados  Unidos  y  de  los  otros  paises 
que  forman  la  Union  ban  reconocido  tambien  la  utilidad  dc  la 
Oficina,  como  lo  comprueba  el  inmenso  numero  de  anuncios  de 
casas  notables  que  encierra  en  sus  paginas  el  BoletIn  Mensiml 

Que  la  Oficina  ha  estimulado  buenas  relaciones  de  amisud, 
aumentado  el  comercio  y  desarrollado  intereses  comerciales  de 
importancia,  ya  ha  sido  probado  sin  sombra  de  duda,  por  lo  menos 
con  el  aumento  de  las  conmnicaciones  postales  que  ha  tenido 
lugar  durante  los  ultimos  ocho  aiios  entre  los  Estados  Unidos  y 
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los  paises  latino-americanos.  El  resultado  no  podia  ser  mas 
natural;  la  oficina  que  pone  al  productor  en  comunicacion  directa 
con  el  consumidor,  debe  tener  inmenso  valor  en  el  mundo  comer- 
cial  y  solo  necesita  de  los  medios  necesarios  para  su  subsistencia 
con  el  fin  de  mostrar,  del  modo  mas  fehaciente,  tanto  su  utilidad 
cuanto  su  capacidad  para  satistacer  una  necesidad  indiscutible. 


REUNI6N  DE  LA  COMISI6N  EJECUTIVA.  * 

APROBACION  DE  LOS  ACTOS  DEL  DIRECTOR  PROVISIONAL— 
NOMBRAMIENTO  DE  SECRETARIO  DE  LA  OFICINA. 

La  comision  ejecutiva  de  la  Union  Internacional.de  las  Repu- 
blicas  Americanas  celebro  sesion  el  sabado  2 1  de  mayo,  a  las  1 1  de 
la  manana,  en  el  salon  de  diplomaticos  del  Departamento  de 
Estado.  Estaban  presentes  el  Secretario de  Estado,  Hon.  William 
R.  Day,  Presidente;  el  Sefior  Don  MatIas  Romero,  Ministrode 
Mexico;  el  Sefior  Don  Jose  Andrade,  Ministrode  Venezuela;  el 
Seiior  Don  Antonio  del  Viso,  Encargado  de  Negocios  de  la  Repu- 
blica  Argentina,  y  Mr.  Frederic  Emory,  Director  de  la  Oficina 
de  las  Republicas  Americanas.  Se  dio  lectura  a  un  informe  del 
director,  el  cual  fue  aprobado,  en  que  se  dio  cuenta  de  los  trabajos 
de  la  Oficina  desde  la  fecha  del  nombramiento  de  director,  en 
febrero  28  de  1898.  El  director  manifesto  que  habia  recibido 
cartas  de  varios  puntos  aprobando  el  metodo  seguido  por  la  Oficina 
y  que  entre  estas  cartas  figuran  algunas  escritas  por  personas  6 
firmas  que  se  habian  opuesto  a  los  procedimientos  anteriores  de 
la  Oficina.  Hubo  un  cambio  general  de  impresiones  entre  los 
miembros  de  la  junta,  respecto  a  detalles  de  la  Oficina,  y  se 
expreso  satisfaccion  por  los  resultados  obtenidos  con  el  nuevo  plan 
de  conducta  que  empezo  a  regir  desde  el  28  de  febrero.  La  comi- 
sion voto  por  unanimidad  un  acuerdo  autorizando  al  director  para 
nombrar  un  secretario,  pendiente  la  definitiva  reorganizacion  de  la 
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Oficina.  Se  levanto  la  sesion  despues  de  haberse  votado  el  acuerdo 
de  que  la  Comision  se  reuniria  a  fines  de  junio,  en  el  dia  que  mas 
tarde  se  designara,  para  tratar  del  porvenir  de  la  Oficina. 

El  director  manifesto  en  su  informe  que  habia  solicitado  la 
cooperacion  de  la  Asociacion  Nacional  de  Fabricantes,  del  Museo 
Comercial  de  Filadelfia,  de  la  Gamara  de  Comercio  de  Nueva 
York,  y  de  otras  importantes  asociaciones  de  trascendencia  comer- 
cial, para  formar  lo  mas  completamente  posible  la  lista  de  febri- 
cantes  y  expoi;tadores  interesados  especialmente  en  el  comercio 
latino-americano,  la  cual  se  estaba  preparando  para  su  publicacion 
en  el  segundo  volumen  del  Directorio  Comercial,  y  manifesto 
asimismo  que  habia  recibido  de  aquellas  valiosa  asistencia,  por  Ic::r:3 
cual  alentaba  la  esperanza  de  obtener  los  resultados  propuesto^^ 
Agrego  que  la  mayor  parte  del  segundo  volumen  del  Directori* 
esta  en  prensa,  y  que  se  espera  que  dicho  volumen  este  listo  par 
su  entrega  el  15  de  junio. 

Como  se  encontro  que  el  precio  original  de  los  dos  volumen^^s 
($5)  no  era  suficiente  a  cubrir  los  gastos,  se  aumento  a  $10  pc     n 
toda  la  obra.     Manifesto  que  este  cambio  no  ha  encontrado  has^ta 
el  presente  ninguna  objecion,  y  se  expreso  satisfecho  de  que  sob-^e 
estas  bases,  y  sin  que  la  Oficina  haya  tenido  que  hacer  erogacion-^s 
para  pagar  comisiones  por  agencia  de  suscripcion,  se  haya  vendicio 
un  numero  de  ejemplares  del  Directorio,  suficiente  para  contribix  ir 
considerablemente  a  sufragar  los  gastos. 

Dicese  tambien  en  el  informe  que  el  cambio  en  el  modo  deco"*^" 
ducir  los  negocios  de  la  Oficina,  abandonando  la  practica  de  pag^^ 
comision  por  los  anuncios  para  el    BoletIn  Mensual,  lejos    ^^ 
afectar  los  ingresos  de  aquella  dara  por  resultado,  probablemer*^^' 
el  objeto  que  en  un  principio  se  propuso  la  comision  ejecuti^^. 
que,  segun  el  director  entendia,  consiste  en  obtener  entradas  af^^^' 
cables  al  gradual  desarrollo  de  la  esfera  de  accion  de  la  Ofici  ^'^ 
Tambien  se  hizo  presente  a  la  comision  que  se  habian  emiti^*^^^ 
circulares  solicitando  suscripciones  para  el  BoletIn  Mensual;  (^ 
estas  circulares  habian  sido  dirijidas  a  fabricantes  e  importadc^ 
de  los  Estados  Unidos,  y  que  las  contestaciones  recibidas  indi 
ban  que  se  obtendria  un  gran  numero  de  suscripciones. 

Haciendo  uso  de  la  autorizacion  conferida  por  la  comis: 
ejecutiva  se  nombro  secretario,  pendiente  la  reorganizacion  d< 
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Oficina,  al  Senor  Doctor  Horacio  Guzman,  jefe  del  cuerpo  de 
'Traductores  castellanos.     La  Oficina  ha  estado  sin  secretario  desde 
<]ue  Mr.  Frederic  Emory,  que  es  ahora  director  provisional  de 
la  Oficina,  presento  su  renuncia  en  17  de  abril  de   1894.     Los 
intereses  de  la  Oficina  demandaban  la  provision  de  esta  plaza,  en 
armonia  con  la  intencion  primitiva  de   la   Conferencia  Interna- 
cional  Americana.      El   nuevo  secretario.   Doctor    Guzman,  es 
latino-americano  y  puede  conversar  en  su  propria  lengua  con  los 
representantes  de   la   Union,  y  tratar  con  ellos  sobre  cualquier 
negocio  con  conocimiento   especial    de    las   instituciones  y  los 
metodos  de  sus  respectivos  paises.     El  Doctor  Guzman  es  natural 
de  la  ciudad  de  Granada,  Nicaragua,  e  hijo  del  Gen.  Don  Fer- 
nando Guzman  que  fue  Presidente  de  aquella  Republica  de  1867 
a  1871.     El  Doctor  Guzman  recibio  su  educacion  en  Francia  y 
los  Estados  Unidos,  y  ha  residido  en  este  pais,  con  excepcion  de 
cortos  intervalos,  por  unos  diez  y  siete  anos.     Durante  nueve 
anos  represento  a  Nicaragua  en  Washington,  como  Enviado  Ex- 
traordinario.y  Ministro  Plenipotenciario ;  fue  miembro  de  la  Con- 
ferencia Internacional  Americana,  y  fue  nombrado  trad uctor  caste- 
llano  de  la  Oficina  de  las  Republicas  Americanas  en  junio  de 
1897,  previo  examen  de  oposicion. 

Mr.  Arthur  W.  Fergusson,  miembro  del  cuerpo  de  traduc- 
tores  de  la  Oficina,  ha  sido  nombrado  para  ocupar  el  puesto  dejado 
vacante  por  el  Doctor  Guzman  bajo  la  autorizacion  de  la  Comi- 
sion  Executiva  de  febrero  28. 


RELACIONES  COMERCIALES  EN  AME- 
RICA.—XIL* 

KlgUEZAS   INTERIORES  DE    LA  PARTE  OCCIDENTAL  DE  SUD- 

AMfiRICA. 

En  el  BoletIn  Mensual  correspondiente  a  diciembre  de  1897, 
se  trato  del  desarrollo  comercial  de  los  paises  sudamericanos  que 
cjuedan  al  oeste,  y  se  hizo  especial  referencia  a  las  relaciones  de 
^quellos  con  los  Estados  Unidos.  •   Vamos  ahora  a  hablar  ligera- 

*E1  primero  de  esta  serie  de  articulas,  obra  del  difunto  Joseph  P.  Smith,  fu6  publi- 
cado  en  el  BoletIn  Mensual  correspondiente  al  mes  de  julio  de  1897.  Se  con- 
tinuard  la  publicaci6n  de  estos  artlculos,  escritos  por  varios  colaboradores  y  de  con- 
iormidad  con  el  plan  adoptado  por  el  mencionado  Seflor  Smith. 
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mente  de  la  riqueza  interior  de  aquella  seccion  de  la  America 
meridional  que  bafian  las  aguas  del  Pacifico,  exceptuando  a 
Colombia,  de  la  cual  nos  ocupamos  en  el  articulo  de  esta  scric 
publicado  en  el  Boletin  del  mes  de  mayo. 

Los  parses  sudamericanos  a  que  nos  referimos  son,  en  el  orden 
alfabetico,  Bolivia,  Chile,  Ecuador  y  Peru.  El  primero  de  estos 
esta  situado  a  mayor  elevacion  que  ningun  otro  en  el  Nuevo 
Mundo,  y  sus  altiplanicies,  rodeadas  de  picos  mas  altos  todavia, 
son  los  parajes  mas  elevados  donde  el  hombre  puede  habitar  y 
donde  se  encuentra  vegetacion.  El  area  de  Bolivia  se  calcula  en 
567,360  millas  cuadradas,  y  su  poblacion  en  cerca  de  2,000,000 
de  habitantes.  Cuando  se  considera  que  solamente  la  cuarta  parte 
de  estos  son  blancos,  se  comprende  bien  que  este  todavia  per 
desarroUar  la  vasta  riqueza  natural  de  este  antiguo  dominio  de  los 
Incas.  Hay  pocas  industrias,  y  la  agricultura,  que  es  lo  primero  a 
que  el  hombre  se  dedica,  ha  progresado  muy  poco.  Cereales,  pata- 
tas,  frijoles,  etc.,  se  producen  apenas  en  cantidades  suficientes  para 
las  necesidades  locales.  Se  exporta  cafe  a  la  Republica  Argentina 
y  a  Chile.  A  pesar  de  que  el  suelo  se  adapta  perfectamente  para  la 
produccion  de  cana  de  azucar,  es  mas  el  azucar  que  se  importa  del 
Peru  que  el  que  se  fabrica  en  el  pais,  donde  la  cana  se  usa  princi- 
palmente  para  la  preparacion  de  aguardiente.  Entre  sus  productos 
mas  importantes,  figuran  la  goma  elastica,  la  coca  y  la  quina.  El 
primero  de  estos  esta  sobre  todos  los  otros  y  constituye  una 
industria  considerable,  que  el  Gobierno  boliviano  fomenta  por 
medio  de  concesiones  muy  liberales.  En  los  Estados  Unidosse 
han  fbrmado  varias  companias  para  el  beneficio  y  exportacion  de 
la  goma  elastica. 

Bolivia  es  la  tierra  del  guanaco,  que  ademas  de  servir  como 
bestia  de  carga,  produce  lana,  de  la  cual  hacen  los  indios  diversos 
articulos,  y  su  carne  se  emplea  como  alimento.  Este  animal  y  el 
llama  son  designados  con  el  nombre  de  camellos  del  Nuevo 
Mundo.  El  segundo,  lo  mismo  que  la  alpaca  y  la  vicuna,  produce 
tambien  lana  de  diversas  calidades.  Inmensas  manadas  de  estos 
animates  vagan  por  las  asperas  montanas  del  pais.  La  chinchilla 
da  una  piel  muy  fina  que  tiene  gran  valor  como  articulo  de  comer- 
cio. 

Iniitil  es  hablar  de  la  riqueza  mineral  de  Bolivia,  por  ser  dema- 
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lo  conocida.  Para  su  explotacion  pueden  obtenerse  del  Go- 
"no  concesiones  muy  liberales.  Se  crian  en  gran  cantidad  y  se 
►ortan  a  los  paises  vecinos,  ganado  vacuno,  ovejas,  mulos,  etc., 
3  esta  industria  no  ha  llegado  todavia  a  su  completo  desarrollo. 
3ebido  a  su  posicion  geografica  y  a  no  haberle  quedado  puertos 
3ues  de  la  guerra  entre  el  Peru  y  Chile,  el  comercio  exterior 
Bolivia  se  hace  por  Arica,  Mollendo,  Antofagasta,  Puerto 
rez  y  Villa  Bella.  Estos  dos  liltimos  lugares  quedan  al  oriente 
tan  sobre  el  rio  Paraguay.  Los  articulos  que  principalmente 
mportan  en  Bolivia  son  provisiones,  ferreteria,  vinos,  licores, 
-Tos  de  algodon,  de  lana  y  de  seda,  y  ropa  hecha.     La  exporta- 

consiste  en  plata,  goma  elastica,  cobre,  lana,  cueros  y  pieles, 
cafe,  coca  y  quina. 

omo  en  Bolivia  no  existe  oficina  de  estadistica,  es  muy  dificil, 
>  imposible,  obtener  datos  comerciales  dignos  de  credito,  pero 
ic  asegurarse  que  el  trafico  de  los  Estados  Unidos  con  aquel 

no  tiene  significacion  alguna,  en  cuanto  a  lo  que  se  importa 
quella  Republica,  y  por  lo  que  hace  a  lo  que  a  ellase  exporta 
qui,  apenas  merece  mencionarse.  Alemania  es  la  nacion  que 
ticamente  monopoliza  el  comercio  de  Bolivia,  porque  los 
erciantes  alemanes  tuvieron  la  suficiente  perspicacia  para 
:>lecer  sucursales  alia,  las  cuales  son  administradas  en  su 
idad  por  subditos  del  Kaiser,  que  residen  en  el  pais  y  hablan 

el  castellano,  sin  lo  cual  ningun  extranjero  puede  obtener 
1  exito  en  sus  negocios. 

n  un  pais  donde  la  poblacion  india  predomina,  y  cuyas  nece- 
des  son  tan  reducidas,  no  se  debe  esperar  que  aumente  el  trafico 
niportacion  'mientras  no  haya  comunicaciones  rapidas  y  el 
acto  con  el  mundo  exterior  haya  creado  nuevas  necesidades, 
a  hoy  desconocidas.  Un  kindergarten  comercial  daria  por 
Itado  el  fin  que  se  desea,  pues  la  ensenanza  objetiva  es  mucho 

eficaz  que  la  publicacion  de  circulares,  especialmente  en  un 
ir  donde  son  tan  pocos  los  que  saben  leer. 
.OS  medios  de  comunicacion,  tan  necesarios  para  el  desarrollo 
trafico  y  del  comercio,  son  muy  deficientes  en  Bolivia,  y  esto 
ebe  en  mucho  a  su  topografia.  Hay  una  linea  ferrea  que  une 
)uerto  chileno  de  Antofagasta  con  la  fi^ontera  boliviana  en 
otan,  y  de  alii  continua  hasta  Uyuni,  en  Bolivia.     Un  ramal 
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de  este  ferrocarril  corre  a  Huanchaca  y  a  Oruro.  La  extension 
total  de  la  linea  es  de  500  millas.  Se  han  otorgado  concesioncs 
ultimamente  para  la  construccion  de  otros  ferrocarriles  y  se  esta 
haciendo  el  estudio  de  las  diferentes  rutas.  Una  linea  va  a  unir 
a  La  Paz,  capital  de  la  Republica,  con  la  frontera  del  Peru;  otia 
correra  del  rio  Paraguay,  en  la  parte  oriental  de  Bolivia,  a  Santa 
Cruz;  la  tercera  ira  de  Oruro  a  Cochabamba,  y  la  cuarta  de  Cho- 
Uapata  y  Potosi.  En  la  actualidad  se  esta  haciendo  el  examen  dc 
una  ruta  de  Bolivia  a  la  Republica  Argentina*  Hay  en  construc- 
cion nuevas  carreteras  y  se  estan  poniendo  sobre  los  rios  grandcs 
puentes  suspendidos.  En  1897  ^^^^^  2,980  millas  de  telegrafos 
en  el  pais,  y  de  estas  lineas  unas  van  a  la  Republica  Argentina, 
con  direction  al  este,  y  otras  a  la  costa  del  Pacifico,  hacia  eloeste. 
Hay  ademas  lineas  laterales  para  las  comunicaciones  interiores. 

Bolivia  ofrece  vasto  y  halagiieno  campo  a  los  habitantes  de  los 
grandes  centros  populosos  del  globo.  Posee  en  abundancia  mate- 
rias  primas  para  muchas  industrias ;  tiene  bosques  virgenes  que  no 
ha  herido  aun  el  hacha  del  lenador,  y  miles  de  millas  cuadradas 
de  inmensas  y  fertiles  planicies  que  solo  esperan  la  azada  y  el 
arado  del  labrador  para  recompensar  sus  faenas  con  opimos  frutos, 
mientras  que  bajo  su  suelo  yacen  escondidos  tesoros  indescriptibles, 
que  enriqueceran  al  que  Uegue  a  sacarlos  a  la  luz  del  dia. 

Pedro  de  Valdivia,  que   comando    la    segunda   expedicion 
espanola  contra  Chile,  comparo  a  este  pais  con  la  hoja  de  una 
espada,  por  ser  tan  largo  y  angosto,  y  en  efecto  es  apropiada  la 
comparacion,  pues  tiene  la  Republica  2,270  millas  de  norte  a  sur, 
y  su  anchura  varia  de  40    a    200  millas.     Su  extension  es  dc 
293,970  millas  cuadradas,  pero  a  pesar  de  ser  angosto  el  territorio, 
es  sumamente  fertil  en  su  mayor  parte,  y  no  esta  excesivamente 
poblado,  pues  el  censo  de  1895  le  da  2,712,145  habitantes,  6  scan 
9.2  por  milla  cuadrada.      Lo  probable  es  que  en  aquella  epoca  la 
poblacion  haya  pasado  de  3,200,000  habitantes,  e  indudablementc 
ahora  excede  de  ese  numero,  estando  la  mayor  parte  de  ellos  dota- 
dos  de  un  espiritu  energico  y  progresista.     Como  un  inillon  y 
medio  de  los  habitantes  se  dedican  a  la  agricultura,  y  produccn 
anualmente  cosa  de  28,500,000  fanegas  de  trigo,  8,500,00  de  otros 
cereales,  y  ademas  legumbres,  frutas,  etc.  Aunque  pequena,  la  pobla- 
cion se  distingue  por  los  progresos  industriales  que  ha  alcanzado. 
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utoridades  competentes  aseguran  que  mas  de  500,000  cabezas 
janado  vacuno  y  2,000,000  de  carneros,  cabras,  etc.,  se  crian 
ilmente  en  el  pais.  Las  substancias  minerales,  tales  como 
e,  plata,  oro,  carbon,  manganeso,  etc.,  son  abundantes.  Lqs 
pos  de  nitrato  de  Chile  cubren  un  area  de  cerca  de  220,356 
5,  yse  calcula  que  contienen  2,316  mi  Hones  de  quintales  metricos 
litrato  comercial.  El  producto  total  de  estos  campos  fue,  en 
3,  de  1,092,000  toneladas.  Mucho  capital  ingles  hay  invcrtido 
>ta  industria.  Para  dar  una  idea  del  desarroUo  industrial  del  pais, 
1  decir  que  en  1 895  el  departamento  de  Valparaiso,  con  una 
acion  de  menos  de  200,000  habitantes,  tenia  417  fabricas,  en 
:ruales  se  consumieron  durante  el  ano  materias  primas  por 
r  de  20,057,573  pesos,  y  se  emplearon  12,616  operarios  y  162 
uinas  de  vapor  con  una  potencia  total  de  1,766  caballos  de 
za.  Entre  estos  establecimientos  habia  cervecerias,  refinerias 
2iicar,  aserraderos,  fabricas  de  gas,  de  carruages  y  de  carros,  de 
15  minerales  y  gaseosas,  etc.  Como  es  de  suponer,  la  curtiduria 
n  ramo  de  industria  muy  floreciente. 

hile  fue  el  primer  pais  de  la  America  del  Sur  donde  se  cons- 
cron  ferrocarriles,  y  el  Gobierno  siempre  ha  fomentado  por 
lio  de  subsidios  y  de  leyes  apropiadas  la  construccion  de  vias 
•as.  A  principios  de  1897  habia  en  la  Republica  2,080 
as  de  ferrocarril,  y  de  estas  el  Gobierno  poseia  y  tenia  abiertas 
afico  838,  mientras  que  1,242  millas,  divididas  en  quince  lineas 
rentes,  pertenecian  a  asociaciones  particulares.  En  aquella 
Z2L  el  Gobierno  tenia  331  millas  en  construccion  y  en  estudio. 
linea  principal  es  la  Gran  Central,  que  pertenece  al  estado,  y 
5ta  de  tres  divisiones,  a  saber:  de  Valparaiso  a  Santiago  y  de 

a  Melipilla;  de  Santiago  a  Talca,  de  San  Fernando  a 
ones,  y  de  Pelequen  a  Feumo ;  de  Talca  a  Talcahuana,  de 

Rosendo  a  Traiguen,  de  Santa  Fe  a  Los  Angeles  y  de 
)leria  a  Victoria,  todo  lo  cual  arroja  un  total  de  766  millas. 

trabajos  en  el  Ferrocarril  Trasandino,  entre  Santa  Rosa  y 
idoza,  que  habian  sido  interrumpidos  por  algun  tiempo,  han 
imenzado,  y  los  continuara  con  actividad  un  sindicado  ingles, 
mdo  se  hayan  terminado  las  46  millas  de  esta  linea,  que  aun 
dan  por  construir,  se  habra  efectuado  la  union  entre  el  Atlan- 

y  el  Pacifico,  6  sea  entre   Buenos  Aires  y  Valparaiso.     Se 
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medio  de  unos  pocos  vapores  construidos  en  los  Estados  Unid 
y  en  el  pais  mismo,  asi  como  por  canoas  y  otras  embarcacion^^ 
menores. 

El  unico  ferrocarril  que  existe  en  la  Republica  corre  por  una 
distancia  de  58  millas,  entre  Duran,  que  esta  al  frente  de  Guaya- 
quil, y  Chimbo.  A  fines  del  aiio  de  1 897  el  Gobiemo  ecuatoriano 
celebro  un  contrato  con  un  capitalista  de  Nueva  York  para  la 
prolongacion  de  esta  linea  hasta  Quito,  capital  de  la  Republica. 
La  empresa  es  atrevida  y  costosa,  pues  hay  que  atravesar  por 
alturas  que  varian  de  8,100  a  12,300  pies  sobre  el  nivel  del  mar, 
en  una  distancia  de  404  millas.  Hay  en  la  ruta  tantos  rios  y 
arroyos  que  se  calcula  que  sera  necesario  construir  830  pucntes. 
Se  cree  que  la  obra  costara  $17,530,000.  Existen  cinco  lincas 
de  vapores  que  tocan  con  regularidad  en  los  puertos  del  Ecuador, 
y  son  las  siguientes :  la  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company,  que 
es  inglesa,  y  la  Compania  Sudamericana  de  Vapores,  que  cs 
chilena,  las  cuales  hacen  viajes  entre  Valparaiso  y  Panama,  con 
escala  en  Guayaquil;  la  Uamada  Gulf  Line,  inglesa,  que  va  dc 
este  ultimo  puerto  a  Glasgow,  Liverpool  y  Greenock;  la  linea 
hamburguesa,  entre  Guayaquil,  Hamburgo  y  Amberes,  y  la  linea 
fi"ancesa,  entre  el  Havre  y  los  puertos  sudamericanos  del  Pacifico. 
Existen  tambien  dos  lineas  importantes  que  hacen  viajes  irregu- 
lares:  la  linea  alemana  Kosmos,  que  toca  cada  mesen  Guayaquil, 
y  la  conocida  con  el  nombre  de  Merchants'  Line,  que  usa  vapores 
ingleses  fletados  por  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.,  de  Nueva  York,  los 
cuales  corren  entre  este  puerto  y  Guayaquil.  Los  buqucs  dt 
todas  estas  lineas  hacen  escala  en  los  puertos  de  Chile  y  del 
Peru. 

Con  una  extension  de  463,747  millas  cuadradas,  la  Republic^ 
del  Peru  tiene  una  poblacion  de  2,621,844  habitantes.     Duran c< 
tres  siglos  la  sola  mencion  de  su  nombre  evocaba  en  la  men«^* 
visiones  de  opulencia  y  bienestar,  que  una  serie  de  guerras  inter^" 
tinas  y  extranjeras  ha  hecho  que  se  lleguen  a  mirar  como  ilusion^^ 
de  la  fantasia,  pero  no  lo  son  en  verdad,  porque  existen  todavla^j^ 
aquella  tierra  privilegiada  fuentes  de  riqueza  que  pueden  serv  * 
de  medios  para  el  desarroUo  de  la  industria  y  para  la  bienandani^^ 
del  pais. 

La  riqueza  agricola  del  Peru  es  abundante  y  varia,  pues  abra^^ 
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clones  como  en  el  reino  vegetal,  puesto  que  el  verano  se  con- 
ie  con  el  invierno  y  la  epoca  de  la  siembra  con  la  de  la  cosecha, 
n  pais  esencialmente  agricola.  Escritores  que  lo  han  visitado, 
rn  que  no  hay  lenguaje  con  que  describir  la  riqueza  y  esplen- 
^z  de  la  vegetacion  en  aquella  parte  del  continente  americano. 
sus  bosques  no  mas  posee  el  Ecuado  incalculables  riquezas. 

costas  producen  cacao,  cafe,  tabaco,  tagua,  frutas  tropicales, 
En  las  secciones  pobladas  del  interior  crecen  trigo,  cebada, 
:cno,  maiz,  cana  de  azucar,  etc.  Se  encuentran  aqui  diversas 
es  de  quina,  gran  variedad  de  palmas,  palo  del  Brasil,  palo 
o,  ebano,  cedro  y  otras  maderas  de  constf uccion ;  copal,  sangre 
drago,  estoraque  y  muchas  plantas  indigenas  de  las  que  se 
n  tintes.  Abundan  las  plantas  fibrosas  y  la  que  produce  el 
crial  que  se  usa  para  hacer  los  conocidos  sombreros  de  Jipijapa. 
L.1  pais  contiene  tambien  en  abundancia  oro,  plata,  mercurio,  y 
•s  metales,  pero  la  explotacion  de  minas  no  ha  llegado  todavia 
do  su  desarrollo.  La  industria  se  reduce  principalmente  a  la 
icacion  de  azucar  y  harina,  a  la  de  tejidos  de  algodon,  a  estable- 
ientos  de  destilacion,  curtidurias  y  aserraderos.  Se  hace 
::olate  en  grandes  cantidades,  asi  como  tambien  los  sombreros 
s  mencionados. 

wos  articulos  principales  de  exportacion  son  cacao,  goma  elas- 
»  cafe,  quina,  tagua,  sombreros,  suela,  pieles  secas,  bambii, 
arindos,  tabaco,  arroz  y  esteras.  Casi  todos  los  articulos  que  se 
ican  en  los  Estados  Unidos  y  que  son  aparentes  para  el  uso 
jna  poblacion  de  1,270,000  habitantes,  mas  de  dos  terceras 
res  de  los  cuales  son  indios,  encontrarian  buen  mercado  en  el 
aador.  Esta  poblacion  esta  distribuida  en  una  extension  de 
-a  de  1 20,000  millas  cuadras,  lo  cual  demuestra  que  existe  aqui 
nisma  falta  dc  proporcion  que  se  nota  en  otras  partes  del  con- 
nte  sudamericano  entre  el  numero  de  habitantes  y  el  tam^no 
territorio.  El  extranjero  que  desee  mejorar  de  fortuna,  puede 
aquel  pais  y  encontrar  un  suelo  que  no  ha  menester  de  abonos, 

riquezas  naturales  que  con  el  mero  trabajo  f  isico  le  reportarian 

ancias  que  no  encontraria  en  parajes  menos  privilegiados. 

-OS  medios  de  comunicacion  dejan  mucho  que  desear  en  el 

uador,  puesto  que  en  la  mayor  parte  del  pais  no  existen  mas 

".  veredas.     La  navegacion  en  las  aguas  interiores  se  hace  por 
Bull.  No.  12 6 
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de  96  barcos  de  menos  de  50  toneladas,  todo  lo  cual  arroja  un 
total  de  1,246  toneladas. 

Los  principales  puertos  de  la  Republica  sonel  Callao,  Huacho, 
Ancon,  Pacasmayo,  Chola,  MoUendo,  Eten,  Supe,  Pisco,  Sala- 
verry,  Payta  y  Chimbote,  en  todos  los  cuales  hay  excelentes 
muelles.  El  Callao  tiene  una  darsena  flotante  de  300  pies  de 
largo. 

Las  principales  lineasde  comunicacion  con  los  Estados  Unidos 
son  las  que  hacen  la  carrera  entre  Valparaiso  y  Panama,  conocidas 
con  los  nombres  de  Steam  Navigation   Company  y  Compania^^ 
Sudamericana  de  Vapores,  ambas  mencionadas  atras.     Estas  do^ 
lineas  trabajan  de  consuno.     Sus  vapores  hacen  conexion  en  c 
istmo  de  Panama  con  los  de  la  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Compan 
para  San  F'rancisco,  y  con  los  que  van  de  Colon  a  Nueva  Yor 
Nueva  Orleans  y  los  principales  puertos  de  Europa,     Hay  vari 
lineas  de  vapores  de  carga  dedicadas  al  comercio  extranjero  y 
cabotaje,  que  tocan  en  los  puertos  del  Peru. 

No  existen  carreteras  en  el  pais  y  la  mayor  parte  de  los  traim  s 
portes  se  hace  por  medio  de  indios,  mulas  y  llamas. 

El  Peru  ha  gastado  36,000,000  libras  esterlinas  en  la  constra^::- 
cion  de  sus  ferrocarriles,  incluyendo  los  que  cedio  a  Chile,  y^n 
estos  trabajos  se  han  ejecutado  algunas  de  las  obras  de  ingenier£a 
mas  notables  del  mundo. 

En  1895  la  extension  total  de  los  ferrocarriles  era  de  924  millas, 
800  de  las  cuales  pertenecian  al  Estado.     Forman  estas  ultimas 
diez  lineas  diferentes,  las  cuales,  junto  con  los  depositos  de  guano, 
las  minas  y  los  terrenos  nacionales,  fueron  hipotecadas  por  66aiios 
a  una  corporacion  peruana,  formada  en  su  mayor  parte  con  capi- 
tal ingles.     Existen  seis  lineas  ferreas  pertenecientes  a  compafiias 
particulares  y  bajo  su  direccion.     El  Gobierno  tiene  abiertas  al 
servicio  publico  1,491  millas  de  telegrafos. 

Por  lo  expuesto  se  vera  que  la  naturaleza  ha  sido  prodiga  en 
sus  dones  con  los  cuatro  paises  de  que  hemos  tratado,  y  que  lo 
unico  que  les  hace  falta  para  obtener  una  posicion  envidiable  entre 
las  naciones  americanas,  es  aumento  de  poblacion  y  mejores  y  nias 
rapidos  medios  de  comunicacion.  Respecto  de  esto  ultimo,  se 
deja  ver  por  lo  que  queda  dicho  y  por  los  datos  a  que  se  ha  hecho 
referencia,  que  los  capital  istas  americanos  no  han  dado  pruebasdc 
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su  proverbial  perspicacia  y  energia.  Por  demas  seria  hablar  otra 
vez  de  las  inmensas  ventajas  que  el  canal  de  Nicaragua  reportaria 
al  comercio  de  todo  el  litoral  sudamericano  sobre  el  Pacifico,  asi 
como  al  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  el  Atlantico  y  el  Golfo.  Una 
nacion  industrial  ha  menester  de  buscar  mercados :  los  tenemos  al 
sur  de  nosotros,  y  estableciendo  rapidas  comunicaciones,  los  ten- 
driamos  a  nuestras  propias  puertas.  La  estadistica  es  asunto  muy 
arido  y  se  adapta  poco  al  gusto  general.  Los  que  no  creen  en 
ella,  pueden  sostener  que  falsea  los  hechos,  segiin  los  intereses  a 
cuyo  servicio  esta;  pero  si  es  imperfecta  como  todas  las  cosas 
humanas,  es  indudable  que  produce  excelentes  resultados  y  que 
indica  la  direccion  que  llevan  las  corrientes  comerciales.  Si 
queremos  aprovechar  estas,  como  marinos  expertos,  debemos 
preparar  nuestra  nave  y  seguir  el  derrotero  que  nos  senalan. 

El  Obispo  Berkeley  ha  dicho  ya  que  la  civilizacion  camina 
hacia  el  occidente ;  pero  la  estrella  del  comercio  apunta  para  la 
Cruz  del  Sur. 


DON  SALVADOR  DE  MENDON^A. 

El  Senor  Don  Salvador  de  Mendon^a,  que  el  18  del  mes 
pasado  puso  en  manos  del  Presidente  McKinley  sus  letras  de 
retiro  como  Enviado  Extraordinario  y  Ministro  Plenipotenciario 
del  Brasil  ante  el  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  cargo  que 
habia  venido  desempenando  tan  habilmente  desde  hace  siete 
afios,  Ueva  consigo  al  partir  para  Lisboa,  donde  va  a  desempenar 
otra  mision  diplomatica  honorable,  la  mas  cordial  estimacion  del 
Gobierno  y  del  pueblo  de  los  Estados  Unidos  El  "Post"  de 
Washington,  al  ocuparse  de  su  partida,  expresa  admirablemente  el 
agradecimiento  de  los  Estados  Unidos  hacia  tan  cumplido  diplo- 
matico  "por  las  amplias  miras  de  estadista  que  siempre  le  anima- 
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ron,  por  el  tacto  y  la  habilidad  que  siempre  desplego  en  su  diplo 
macia,  y  sobre  todo,  por  la  amistad  invariable  que  siempre  demostro 
por  nuestra  nacion." 

El  Sefior  de  Mendon9a  heredo  de  los  radicales  de  los  tiempos 
de  la  regencia  los  principios  politicos  ampliamente  liberales  que 
profesa,  con  los  cuales  se  identifico  desde  su  temprana  juventud, 
cuando  como  abogado  del  foro  brasilero  ayudo  a  fundar  un  perio- 
dico  republicano  en  Rio  Janeiro,  el  primero  de  su  especie  quesc 
publicara  durante  el  Imperio;  principios  por  los  cuales  ha  seguido 
abogando  hasta  hoy,  entusiastay  tenaz.  El  emperador  del  Brasil 
que  jamas  demostro  antipatia  por  los  republicanos  ni  aversion  a 
enviarlos  al  extranjero  en  representacion  del  pals,  escojio  hace  vein- 
titres  anos  para  que  desempenara  el  Consulado  General  del  Brasil 
en  Nueva  York  al  Sefior  de  Mendon9a,  que  desde  entoncesha 
tenido  oportunidades  excepcionales,  las  cuales  supo  aprovechar 
con  gran  celo,  para  hacer  un  estudio  profundo  de  las  instituciones 
que  siempre  le  interesaron  y  para  formar  un  conocimiento  mas 
perfecto  de  los  jurisconsultos  y  estadistas  cuyas  doctrinas  aprendio 
a  reverenciar  desde  joven. 

El  Ministro,  Sr.  de  Mendon^a,  no  ha  sido  solamente  un  mero 
observador.  La  amplitud  de  las  ideas  politicas  y  la  adhesion 
resuelta  a  los  principios  del  gobierno  popular,  que  protesa  estc 
representante  de  la  mas  joven  de  las  republicas  del  continentc 
meridional,  han  servido  de  inspiracion  y  han  ayudado,  durante  los 
ultimos  siete  anos,  a  los  que  tienen  a  su  cargo  los  asuntos  de  todo 
este  continente,  para  adoptar  medidas  tendentes  a  levantar  sus 
paises  respectivos  y  a  trabajar  por  la  paz  y  por  el  honor  nacional. 
Como  dice  el  editorial  del  "Post":  "Desde  el  principio  hasta cl 
fin  ha  sido  incansable  en  trabajar.  por  todo  aquello  que  tendieraa 
cimentar  mas  solidamente  las  relaciones  de  losEstadosUnidoscon 
la  progresista  republica,  su  patria."  Los  servicios  que  presto  en 
el  arreglo  de  tratados  de  reciprocidad  con  los  Estados  Unidosen 
1891,  sus  energicas  labores  durante  la  Confercncia  Pan-Ameri- 
cana, con  el  fin  de  establecer  un  tribunal  intemacional  permanente 
para  el  arreglo  pacifico  de  las  controversias  que  se  suscitaren,  y  su 
apoyo  decidido  a  la  Oficina  Comercial  de  las  Republicas  Ameri- 
canas,  representante  de  la  Union  Intemacional,  es  todo  de  tan 
reciente  data  que  no  hay  para  que  mencionarlo. 
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Durante  su  estadia  en  los  Estados  Unidos  el  Senor  de  Men- 
DON^A,  por  sus  discursos  en  publico,  por  su  colaboracion  en  las 
princi pales  publicaciones  del  pais,  por  la  esplendida  hospitalidad 
que  siempre  extendi©  a  todos,  se  ha  captado  la  estimacion  de  las 
personasde  valer.  Sus  articulosen  "la  North  American  Review," 
su  discurso  pronunciado  ante  los  fabricantes  de  Filadelfia,  y  el  de 
despedida  que  publica  hoy  el  Boletin,  poseen,  en  ingles,  un 
encanto  en  el  estilo,  tanto  mas  notable  cuanto  que  aquella  no  es 
su  lengua  madre.  En  su  hogar,  la  sociedad  artistica  y  literaria  de 
Washington  se  hallo  siempre  rodeada  de  refinamiento  y  cultura  y 
era  alii  en  donde  los  representantes  diplomaticos  de  Europa  y  de 
America,  llegaron  a  crearse  una  intimidad  entre  si  como  quizas  no 
existio  antes  en  Washington. 

He  aqui  los  discursos  del  Senor  Ministro  de  Mendon^a  y  la 
respuesta  del  Presidente  McKinley: 

El  Ministro  se  expreso  en  los  terminos  siguientes: 

Senor  Presidente  :  Tengo  el  honor  de  poner  en  vuestras  manos  la  carta  de 
retire  con  que  el  Presidente  de  los  Estados  Unidos  del  Brasil  declara  terminada 
mi  misi6n  cerca  del  Gobierno  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America. 

Hacer  votos  por  que  S.  E.,  4  la  par  que  mi  Gobierno,  creyese  que  yo,  en 
cumplimiento  de  las  instrucciones  recibidas  habia  desempenado  mi  misi6n  de 
una  manera  grata,  y  anadir  i  las  expresiones  de  los  mejores  deseos  del  Presi- 
dente del  Brasil  por  vuestra  felicidad  y  la  de  vuestro  pais,  la  de  mis  propios 
sentimientos  personales,  bastaria  para  dar  por  terminado  mi  discurso  oHcial. 

Pero  los  amigos  no  se  despiden  con  meras  formas  diplomiticas  en  la  hora 
solemne  en  que  la  naci6n  corre  sobre  las  armas.  Aun  mis;  ladeudadegratitud 
que  tengo  contraida  con  vuestro  pueblo  y  vuestro  Gobierno,  por  la  manera 
como  me  hab^is  tratado  durante  mi  residencia  de  cerca  de  un  cuatro  de  siglo, 
cs  tan  grande  que  no  puedo  despedirme  sin  espresar  al  primer  Ciudadano  de 
esta  poderosa  Republica  mi  cordial  agradecimiento  por  la  benevolencia  que 
hab^is  tenido  para  con  un  estudiante  de  vuestras  instituciones  y  un  admirador 
del  levantado  car^cter  de  vuestra  naci6n. 

Por  haber  abierto  desde  los  tiempos  coloniales  las  puertas  de  vuestro  pais 
como  tierra  de  asilo,  estableciendo  asi  vuestra  Republica  sobre  los  s61idos  funda- 
mentos  de  la  libertad  de  conciencia ;  por  haber  dado  al  mundo  los  principios  de 
la  Declaraci6n  de  la  Independencia,  afirmando  con  la  consolidaci6n  de  la  Uni6n  y 
la  abolici6n  de  la  esclavitud  que  6ste  seria  en  lo  adelante  un  continente  consa- 
grado  i  la  libertad,  hab^is  llegado  4  ocupar  al  primer  puesto  como  factores 
poderosos  de  la  civilizaci6n  moderna.  Intr^pido  con  el  fuerte,  magninimo  con 
los  d^biles,  profundamente  convencido  de  que  la  justicia  y  el  derecho  son  la 
piedra  fundamental  del  estado  y  que  la  honradez  es  la  medida  del  trato  interna- 
cional ;  industrioso,  inteligente,  respetuoso  de  la  ley,  amante  de  la  paz,  vuestro 
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pais  bicn  puede  enorguUecerse  de  lo  que  ha  hecho^  y  nadie  mejor  que  yo  ha 
tenido  la  oportunidad  de  satisfacerse,  por  medio  de  una  cuidadosa  observacion 
de  los  hombres  y  de  las  leyes,  de  vuestro  lirme  adelanto  y  dc  vucstro  progrcso. 

He  vista  i  vuestro  pais  en  sus  dias  alegres  y  en  sus  dias  de  pesar.  £n  laceie- 
braci6n  del  Centenario  >de  vuestra  Independencia,  vi  al  gran  maestro  en  el  arte 
de  la  guerra  abrir  el  gran  certimen  de  las  artes  de  la  paz  y  revelar  al  mando  la 
doble  grandeza  de  la  naci6n  que,  en  diez  afios,  habia  transformado  la  espada  yd 
fusil  en  instrumentos  de  la  industria.  Vi  depositar  el  gran  h^roe  muerto,  en  cl 
coraz6n  de  vuestra  gran  metr6poli,  en  medio  del  duelo  del  pais  cntero,  y  prescncic 
su  apote6sis  celebrada  por  la  voz  de  la  naci6n  en  masa.  Vi  caer  el  Primer 
Magistrado  de  la  naci6n,  herido  por  mano  asesina  y  observ6  que  la  republica 
continuaba  firme  y  serena  bajo  el  imperio  de  la  ley.  Ni  en  sus  alegrias  ni  en 
sus  tristezas  la  naci6n  se  apart6  por  un  memento  de  la  confianza  que  le  inspira 
su  alto  destino. 

He  visitado  las  diferentes  regiones  de  vuestro  gran  pais;  conozco  los  hombres 
del  Este,  llenos  de  actividad;  los  generosos  habitantes  del  Oeste,  y  el  surefio 
caballeroso.  He  tenido  la  fortuna  de  conocer  al  estadista,  al  hombre  dc  ciencia, 
al  artista,  al  fabricante,  al  cultivador  y  al  obrero.  £1  ideal  comun  i  todos  es  ei 
honor  y  la  grandeza  del  pais. 

He  cruzado  los  modestos  senderos  que  conducen  i  los  lugares  sagrados— 
Mount  Vernon,  donde  yace  el  padre;  Hollywood,  donde  duerme  Monroe; 
Oak  Hill,  donde  reposa  Blaine,  y  he  escuchado  las  voces  del  viento  al  pasar  por 
entre  las  ramas  de  los  robles  que  dan  sombra  i  sus  tumbas  y  aprendido  el  secreto 
de  vuestra  grandeza.  Ojali  que  ella  sirva  de  ejemplo  inspirador  i.  todo  el  coo- 
tinente.  Yo  aspiraba,  antes  de  salir  de  vuestro  pais,  i  sentarme  otra  vezen  una 
mesa  en  la  cual  todas  las  repdblicas  americanas  volvieran  i  establecer,  sobre  mas 
s6lidas  bases,  el  convenio  propuesto  en  el  tratado  no  ratiBcado  del  28  de  abril 
de  1890,  distribuyendo  entre  las  partes  contratantes  las  responsabilidadcs  de  la 
politica  de  Monroe,  como  corresponde  &  su  caracter  de  soberanos.  Bicnaven- 
turado  el  dia  en  que  tenga  lugar  la  reuni6n  de  semejante  congreso,  primer  paso 
hic'isL  el  establecimiento  de  una  dieta  americana,  aha  corte  de  los  asuntos  inter- 
nacionales  de  nuestro  continente. 

Donde  quiera  que  me  lleven  los  deberes  contraidos  con  mi  amada  patria, 
puedo  aseguraros  que  mi  coraz6n  y  mis  simpatias  estar&n  siempre  con  vuestro 
noble  pueblo  y  con  el  porta-estandarte  de  la  America  republicana,  que  dinja  las 
avanzadas  de  la  libertad  humana  contra  los  ultimos  atrincheramiencos  del 
pasado. 

El  Presidente  contesto  asi : 

Senor  Ministro:  Al  recordar  vuestros  muchos  afios  de  representaci6n  eficaz 
y  amistosa  en  esta  Capital  y  teniendo  en  mientes  las  placenteras  relacioncs  que 
hab^is  fomentado  con  los  miembros  de  este  Gobierno  en  el  desempeiio  dc  vues- 
tra honrosa  misi6n,  no  puedo  menos  que  lamentar  que  vuestro  cambio  para  oiro 
puesto  termine  las  relacioncs  personales  que  tan  agradablemente  hab6is  mantc- 
nido  con  este  Gobierno  y  con  cl  pueblo  de  este  pais ;  debo  al  mismo  ticrapo, 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  2l6l 

sin  embargo,  felicitaros  por  la  nueva  prueba  de  confianza  en  vuestra  habilidad  y 
celo  que  os  da  vuestro  Gobierno,  al  designaros  para  desempenar  otra  misi6n 
importante. 

Las  elocuentes  palabras  que  me  hab6is  dirijido,  me  prueban  que  vuestra  larga 
estadia  en  este  pais  y  las  muchas  oportunidades  que  hab6is  tenido  para  observar 
y  tratar  i  nuestro  pueblo,  os  han  dado  una  percepci6n  clara,  tanto  de  los  orf- 
genes  hist6ricos  y  morales  de  nuestro  sistema  politico  6  intelectual,  cuanto  de 
los  altos  fines  que  siempre  han  inspirado  i  nuestra  rep6blica  en  sus  relaciones  con 
las  otras  comunidades  de  la  tierra,  ya  sean  nuestros  vecinos  6  nuestros  amigos 
distantes;  ora  sean  nuestros  compafieros  6  bien  nuestros  generosos  rivales  en  el 
campo  de  la  industria  y  del  comercio ;  ya  sean  nuestros  aliados  por  los  lazos  de 
la  sangre  y  de  formas  constitucionales  semejantes,  6  que  estemos  divididos  por 
diferencias  de  raza  y  de  forma  de  Gobierno. 

Por  cerca  de  un  cuarto  de  siglo  hab6is  vivido  entre  nosotros,  espectador  de 
nuestro  desarrollo  interior  y  estudiante  interesado  de  los  grandes  problemas 
sociales  y  polfticos,  que  tan  s^riamente  han  ocupado  i  todas  las  naciones  durante 
estos  ultimos  alios  del  siglo  m&s  brillante  del  mundo,  y  de  los  cuales  los  Estados 
Unidos,  aun  sin  apartarse  del  sendero  que  i  si  mismos  se  habian  marcado  no  han 
estado  exentos.  Por  doloroso  que  haya  sido  el  trance,  por  diflicil  que  fuera  el  pro- 
blema  del  momento,  hab6is  visto  que  se  le  ha  hecho  frente  con  la  calma  de  razo- 
namiento  y  la  ruda  fortaleza  de  nuestro  pueblo,  dando  prueba  adicional  de  la 
sabiduria  de  aquellos  que  fundaron  la  reptiblica  sobre  las  bases  inmutables  de 
uni6n,  justicia,  autonomia  y  caridad  para  todas. 

Os  deseo,  Sciior  Ministro,  todo  g^nero  de  felicidad  personal  en  la  nueva  csfera 
de  vuestros  utiles  servicios.  Que  los  recuerdos  que  os  Uev&is  de  los  sentimientos 
de  amistad  y  estimaci6n  que  os  hab^is  granjeado,  sean  iguales  i  los  que  vdis  i 
recojer  en  otro  pais. 

Al  deciros  adios,  os  ruego  se&is  mensajero  de  las  salutaciones  sinceras  y 
amistosas  de  este  Gobierno  y  de  este  pueblo  al  del  Brasil  y  sus  ciudadanos  y  de 
su  votos  por  que  gocen  por  largo  tiempo  de  los  frutos  de  su  adhesi6n  i  la  causa 
de  la  autonomia  del  gobierno;  que  las  bendiciones  de  paz,  adelanto  y  abun- 
dancia  caigan  siempre  sobre  ellos.  Os  ruego  hagiiis  presente  al  Presidente  de  la 
Repdblica  mis  cordiales  deseos  por  su  felicidad  personal. 


REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

PRINCIPALES  ARTICULOS  DE  EXPORTACION,  Y  PAfSES  DE  SU 

DESTINO,  EN  EL  ANO  DE  1897. 

En  el  siguiente  cuadro  estan  contenidos  los  nombres  de  los 
diversos  paises  que  han  importado  los  principales  articulos  de 
exportacion  de  la  Argentina,  durante  el  ano  de  1897.  El  cuadro 
esta  tornado  del  la  "  Review  of  the  River  Plate,"  del  29  de  enero 
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de  1898,  que  a  su  vez  tomo  los  datos  de  la  estadistica  oficial  del 
Gobierno : 


Cueros  de  vaca,  secos 

Cueros  de  vaca,  salados. . . 
Cueros  de  caballo,  secos  . . 
Cueros  de  caballo,  salados. 
Pieles  de  carnero,  fardos. . 

Pelo '*       ., 

Sebo pipas. 

"    barriles. 

*'    bocoyes. 

Pieles  de  cabra  . .  .fardos. 

Lana " 

Carneros  helados 

Trigo toneladas. 

Maiz 

Linaza ** 

Harina ** 

Afrecho 

Moyuelo sacos. 

Semilla  de  ricino. . .     ** 
Semillas   para    p&jaros, 

sacos  .* 

Heno fardos . 

Quebracho  . . .  .toneladas. 

Tabacc tercios. 

Mantequilla cajas. 

Azdcar toneladas . 


Reino 
Unido. 


9»5I5 
28,  476 


11,190 
267 

5.837 
10,511 

1,571 


19,  462 

2,009,075 

lo,  802 

69.255 

51,852 


289 

5.626 

23,  258 


Estados 
Unidos. 


Prancia. 


1,209.929 


91,285 

109,318 

6,828 

II,  206 

1,040  j  48,075 


Alema- 
nia. 


B^lfdca.      Italia. 


289,051    210.080 

352,717    372,604 

74,418        1,989 


482, 82*^ 
29,41   ^ 


851 


2,590 
49.  675 


31 


1,512 
I,  160 


2,968 


15,402 
22,  058 


5.099 


469 

8,574 
4,011 

11,205 

1,006 

188,  no 

57,  358 

811 

44,712 

43.  767 


68,490 

3.539 
642 

919 
2.570 
1,375 


97, 977 


9.855 
1,934 
2.059 

414 

1,580 

750 
2 

80.  202 


4.9 
/o.  5? 


3'S/; 


18.  546 


16,811 

1 50, 002 

4,263 

1,127 
2,419 
3,697 


1,233 
8.271 


14,  308 

51,772  : 


6,898  I  16,655 

'        29 

23. 456      3, 460 


94,908      9,481 


25 
16. 202 

2,13s 

"■583 
232 
364 


38, 713 
3,815 


3.069 
2,061 

11,942 
46 


639 
8.710 


Espafia. 

Colonia 
del  Cabo. 

Brasil. 

Pedtdos. 

•   Otros 
paf.s^s. 

Cueros  de  vaca  secos 

206,  024 
2,674 

117 

i 
2,000 

Cueros  de  vaca.  salados. . . 

42,662 

Cueros  de  caballo,  secos  . . 

Cueros  de  caballo,  salados. 

Pieles  de  carnero.  fardos  . . 

9 

Pelo '*     .. 

Sebo pipas. 

*'     barriles.. 

'  *    bocoves . . 

1 

3,779 

2,345 

3.487 

7 

43 

3.802 

5.441 
6,171 

1 

• 

•  •••••■• 

•  ••«•    *«• 

2,345 
289 

Pieles  de  cabra. . .  .fardos. . 

Lana **     .. 

Carneros  helados 

^ 

Trigo toneladas. . 

Maiz 

57 
3,172 

14 

12 
9.994 

46,  249 

101,068 

201 

40,  461 

1.799 

18, 1.56 

^8.  T\^ 

2.  636 

Linaza " 

45,312    1        1.015    1 

2    i            f12 

Harina 

Afrccho   

Movuelo sacos. . 

253  1        242 

684 

-  ^ 
70 

50 

Semilla  de  ricino  .        *'     . . 

188 

Semillas    para    pdjaros, 
sacos  



11,461 

5,268 

38, 035 

Heno fardos. . 

671,266         -1- rvifi       12.  J7d 

Quebracho  . . .  .toneladas. . 

55.070 
180 

I,  260 

Tabaco tercios. . 

Mantequilla  . ., cajas. . 

Azficar toneladas. . 

2 

462 



97' 

13. 120 

1 

Total. 


2,  500, 704 

937.  864 

83. 352 

89.551 
70,726 

4w50 

34.072 

29.235 

28, 365 

3>5 

454.015 

2, 066. 433 

94. 2^^9 

374. -13'^ 

167. 852 

40.624 

47.647 

155.930 

132,462 

20,956 

733. 354 
123.526 

4.041 
,5.866 

40.374 
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BRASIL. 

COMERCIO  DE  PERNAMBUCO  EN   1897. 

La  Oficina  de  Relaciones  Exteriores  de  la  Gran  Bretana  ha 
publicado  recientemente  el  informe  del  Viceconsul,  Mr.  Williams, 
sobre  la  industria  y  el  comercio  del  distrito  consular  de  Pernam- 
fcuco  durante  el  ano  de  1897. 

Refiriendose  al  proyecto  del  ex-Gobernador  Barboza  Lima,  de 
introducir  y  desenvolver  el  sistema  de  ingenios  centrales,  6 
**Usines,"el  Consul,  Mr.  Williams,  dice  que  a  causa  da  la  baja 
en  los  cambios  y  del  desacertado  manejo,  aquella  meritoria 
empresa  no  ha  obtenido  resultados  satisfactorios.  En  Pernam- 
buco,  segun  referencias,  el  comercio  en  lencerias  esta,  en  su  mayor 
parte,  en  manos  de  tres  casas  suizas,  y  el  resto  lo  tienen  los  Portu- 
gueses y  varias  casas  del  pais.  Del  informe  se  deduce  que  hay 
en  Pernambuco  buen  mercado  para  los  lienzos  americanos,  pero 
para  asegurar  este  mercado,  sera  necesario  hacer  esfuerzos  encrgicos. 
La  perspectiva  general  del  comercio  de  importacion  es  muy  favora- 
ble en  la  actualidad;  se  han  hecho  grandes  pedidos  a  Europa  por 
telegrafo,  y  dado  el  escaso  surtido  que  existe,  creese  que  esta 
demanda  continuara  por  un  periodo  de  tiempo  indefinido. 

Azucar  y  algodon  son  los  principales  productos  y  articulos  de 
exportacion  del  estado  de  Pernambuco.  La  cosecha  de  1896-97 
fue  la  menor,  a  contar  desde  la  de  1889-90;  este  descenso  se 
atribuye  principal mente  al  mal  tiempo,  tanto  en  cuanto  a  sequia 
como  a  inundaciones,  que  dafia  grandemente  la  cana  y  el  algodon 
durante  su  periodo  de  crecimiento.  La  cosecha  actual  (1897-98) 
promete  ser  un  poco  mayor,  pero  no  Uegara  al  importe  de  la  pro- 
duccion  media.  Los  precios  que  se  espera  que  obtengan  estos 
productos,  prometen  dar  por  resultado  el  mejoramiento  de  las 
condiciones  economicas.  La  mayor  parte  del  algodon  y  del 
azucar  se  consumira  en  el  pais :  la  exportacion  de  estos  articulos 
ha  venido  disminuyendo  cada  ano. 

La  nueva  ley  de  cabotaje  que  restrinje  el  trafico  a  los  buques 
brasilenos,  la  cual  empezo  a  regir  el  5  de  diciembre  de  i896y  que 
infundio  serios  temores  de  que  la  marina  mercante  brasilena  no 
resultara  adecuada  a  las  exigencias  del  trafico,  ha  alcanzado  exito 
Dractico. 
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Se  han  establecido  numerosas  fabricas  en  el  estado,  las  cuales 
estan  trabajando  satisfactoriamente ;  hay  entre  ellas  una  fabrica  dc 
polvora  y  una  de  yute.  Tambien  hay  telares  de  algodon  y 
fabricas  de  jabon  y  de  fosfbros,  que  estan  protegidos  por  una  alta 
tarifa  y  se  encuentran  en  condiciones  prosperas.  Abundan  los 
peones,  y  el  precio  de  los  salarios  es  barato ;  las  horas  de  trabajo 
son  excesivamente  largas  y  en  algunos  de  los  telares  de  algodon 
se  trabaja  catorce  horas.  En  los  distritos  agrfcolas  un  peon 
ordinario  gana  unos  treinta  centavos  por  dia  y  trabaja  desde  la 
salida  hasta  la  puesta  del  sol. 

Pernambuco  tiene  comunicacion  cablegrafica,  ademas  de  una 
linea  telegrafica  que  se  extiende  a  lo  largo  de  la  costa  y  la  cual  es 
propiedad  del  Gobierno.  Las  tres  companias  inglesas  del  cable 
son :  la  "  Brazilian  Submarine  Telegraph  Company,"  de  Pemam- 
buco  a  Europa,  via  San  Vicente  (Cabo  Verde)  y  Madera;  la 
"South  American  Cable  Company,"  de  Pernambuco  a  Europa, 
via  Fernando  da  Noronha  y  Senegal,  en  la  costa  occidental  de 
Africa;  y  la  ''Western  and  Brazilian  Telegraph  Company,"  en  la 
costa  del  Brasil,  entre  Para  y  Santos 

La  cosecha  de  algodon  en  el  distrito  de  Penedo,  en  1897,  ^^ 
de  21,000  pacas,  cantidad  esta  que  acusa  un  aumento  de  5,000 
pacas  sobre  la  produccion  del  ano  precedente :  los  precios  fluctua- 
ron  entre  $1,90  y  $2.30  por  cada  quince  kilos.  La  cosecha  de 
maiz  es  abundante :  asciende  a  54,000  sacos,  un  aumento  de 
32,000  sacos  sobre  la  del  ano  pasado.  La  zafra  de  azucar  es  casi 
nada,  y  tal  vez  Uegue  solo  a  unos  1 0,000  sacos,  pues  una  gran 
inundacion  ha  destruido  la  cana  en  su  periodo  de  crecimiento.  El 
comercio  en  pieles  de  cabra  y  de  carnero  sufrio  un  gran  descenso: 
la  cantidad  que  se  recibia  en  Penedo,  que  hace  dos  anos  ascendia 
a  150,000  pieles  mensuales,  ha  quedado  reducida  a  unas  15,000 
mensuales.  El  importe  de  cueros  salados  secos  se  calcula  en 
70,000  anuales. 

Segiin  informes  de  Ceara,  esta  tomando  incremento  el  cultivo 
de  "  mani9oba,"  y  se  espera  que  dentro  de  cuatro  aiios  habra  un 
millon  de  arboles  en  perfecto  estado  de  crecimiento.  La  mani- 
^oba  es  una  especie  de  euforbiacea  cuya  savia  contiene  goma 
elastica.  Esta  se  parece  tanto  a  la  del  Para  que  en  los  mercados 
europeos  se  vende  bajo  el  nombre  de  *'goma  elastica  del  Brasil,"  sin 
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hacerdistincion  alguna  respecto  al  estado  del  cual  se  exporta.  La 
*'  mani9oba"  abunda  en  el  estado  de  Ceara,  especialmente  en  los 
cdistritos  de  Ceara,  Botavite  e  Itapipoca.  Su  precio  fluctiia  entre 
5"8  centavos  y  $i  por  kilo.  El  procedimiento  de  extraccion  de 
esta  goma  es  poco  mas  6  menos  el  mismo  que  se  sigue  en  los 
estados  de  Para  y  Amazonas. 

Segiin  informes  de  Parahyba  do  Norte,  la  cosecha  de  algodon 
de  aquel  distrito  excede  en  gran  cantidad  a  la  de  1896,  mientras 
cjue  la  produccion  de  azucar  acusa  una  disminucion.  La  mayor 
parte  del  azucar  que  se  produce  en  Parahyba  se  exporta  a  Rio  y 
^  los  puertos  del  sur;  el  resto  se  vende  en  los  Estados  Unidos. 

El  Viceconsul,  Mr.  Bolshaw,  comunica  de  Rio  Grande  do 
^orte  que  el  ano  ha  sido  muy  favorable  para  el  algodon,  el  azucar 
y  la  goma  elastica.  El  algodon  se  vende  casi  en  su  totalidad  en 
los  puertos  del  sur  de  Brasil,  para  su  uso  en  las  fabricas,  mientras 
cjue  la  goma  elastica,  cueros  y  pieles  se  embarcan  para  los  Estados 
Unidos;  la  mayor  parte  del  aziicar  que  se  produce  se  vende 
trambien  en  aquel  mercado. 

ADVERTENCIA  A  LOS  EXPORTADORES. 

Con  el  fin  de  proteger  la  salud  piiblica,  el  Gobierno  ha  dispuesto 
cjue  todos  los  vinos  asi  como  la  manteca  y  otras  sustancias  alimenti- 
cias  que  se  importen  en  el  pais,  sean  sometidos  a  un  analisis  oficial 
sntes  de  entregarlos  para  el  consumo.  La  ley  que  regula  este 
analisis  es  como  sigue: 

Los  vinos^  la  manteca  y  toda  sustancia  alimenticia  que  el  Laboratorio  Nacional 
rechace,  no  poar^n  ser  despachados,  y  sus  dueiios  6  consignatarios  estarin  obli- 
£ados  i  reexportarlos  dentro  del  t^rmino  que  Hje  el  inspector  de  aduanas;  y  en 
caso  de  que  no  lo  hagan  asi^  los  articulos  ser&n  destruidos  y  se  impondrd  una 
multa  de  mil  milreis  i  los  importadores  consignatarios,  de  acuerdo  con  el  arti- 
culo  15  de  la  ley  n"  489  de  15  de  diciembre  de  1897. 

Serin  considerados  como  nocivos  i  la  salud  publica  y,  en  consecuencia, 
rechazados  los  siguientes  articulos:  vinos  y  sustancias  alimenticias  que  con- 
tengan  icido  b6rico  6  salicilico,  alcohol  de  mala  calidad,  icidos  minerales,  tales 
como  sulfurico,  sulfuroso,  nitrico,  6  hidrocl6rico,  sulfitos,  alumbre,  fluosilicatos, 
fluoruros,  sustancias  alcalinas,  sacarina,  sales  de  estronciana,  plomo,  zinc,  estafio, 
ars^nico,  antimonio,  sulfato  de  potasa  en  cantidad  mayor  de  dos  gramos  por  litro 
de  vino,  con  excepci6n  de  los  vinos  de  graduacion  alcoh61ica  mayor  de  20°,  los 
cuales  podrin  contener  hasta  cuatro  gramos  de  sult'ato  de  potasa  por  litro ;  los 
sustitutos  del  liipulo  en  la  cerveza,  como  ajenjo,  casia,  c61chico,  picrotoxina, 
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coloqulntida,  nuez  v6niica,  icido  pirico,  &Ioes^  as!  como  esencias  preparadas  con 
Uteres  grasos,  materias  colorantes  extraidas  del  carb6n  y  combinadas  con  plomo, 
mercurio,  cobre,  ars6nico,  antimonio,  bario,  6  cualquiera  otra  sustancia  rccon- 
ocida,  6  que  se  reconozca  en  lo  futuro  por  la  ciencia  como  perjudicial  i  la  salud. 
Y  en  todo  caso  la  importaci6n  de  vino  reconocido  como  artificial  queda  pro- 
hibida,  aunque  6ste  no  contenga  sustancias  nocivas  &  la  salud ;  y  la  primera 
parte  de  esta  disposici6n  ser4  aplicable  cuando  dentro  del  t^rmino  fijado  por  el 
inspector,  no  se  haga  la  reexportaci6n  de  tales  vinos  por  la  parte  intercsada. 

Debe  advertirse  ademas  que  los  articulos  arriba  mencionados, 
no  podran  someterse  a  analisis  en  puertos  situados  en  otros  estados 
y  a  gran   distancia  de  la  capital.      Segun   las  disposiciones  del 
siguiente  decreto  de  fecha  1 1  de  octubre  de  1897,  todavia  vigentc, 
se  debera  ^ nviar  muestras  a  Rio,  aun  en  el  caso  de  que  las  marcas^ 
sean  bien  conocidas  en  el  comercio  internacional,  si  es  que  no  Iq^ 
son  en  los  mercados  locales.     De  esta  suerte  es  posible  que  ocurra^ 
grandes  demoras  en  la  entegra  de  los  generos. 

En  vista  de  que  la  mayor  parte  de  los  estados  no  estin  provistos  de  labora- 
torios  para  el  analisis  de  las  sustancias  comprendidas  en  el  articulo  40  de  la  ley  n® 
428,  de  10  de  diciembre  de  1896,  y  de  que  se  han  presentado  innumerables 
reclamaciones  acerca  de  los  anilisis  hechos  en  algunas  de  estas  institucioncs,  cada 
vez  que  se  importe  un  articulo  desconocido  en  el  mercado  local,  rcspccto  dc 
cuya  pureza  no  haya  decidido  todavia  el  Laboratorio  Nacional,  deberi  rcmitirse 
oHcialmente  4  este  departamento  una  muestra  para  examen,  y  debera  procedcrse 
de  modo  semejante  siempre  que  un  articulo  importado  sea  denunciado  como 
nocivo  i.  la  salud  piiblica  6  se  sospeche  que  lo  es. 

Fuera  de  estos  casos,  el  Departamento  de  cada  estado  debe  guiarse  por  los 
an&lisis  del  Laboratorio  Nacional  publicados  en  el  "  Boletino  da  Alfandega  do 
Rio  de  Janeiro"  y  en  el  Diario  Oficial  Circular  no.  16  de  11  de  marzo  ultimo. 

EL  MINISTRO  BRASIL. 

El  Sefior  Don  Joaquin  Francisco  de  Asis  Brasil,  nom- 
brado  ultimamente  Enviado  Extraordinario  y  Ministro  Plenipo- 
tenciario  del  Brasil  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  ha  sido  fbrmalmente 
recibido  por  el  Presidente  McKinley  como  sucesor  del  Ministro 
Sr.  de  Mendon^a,  que  ha  sido  enviado  a  Lisboa.  El  Seiior 
Brasil  ha  estado  por  muchos  anos  empleado  en  el  servicio 
diplomatico  de  su  pais,  habiendo  sido  el  ultimo  cargo  el  tan  bono- 
rifico  como  delicado  de  Ministro  en  Lisboa. 
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COSTA  RICA. 

SUSCONDICIONES  FISCALES,DE  INSTRUCCION  6INDUSTRIALES. 

Ell**  del  corriente,  conforme  a  la  ley,  se  reunio  el  Congreso  Nacio- 
nst\  en  sesiones  ordinarias.  El  Presidente  de  la  Republica  envio 
acjuel  dia  el  Mensaje  acostumbrado  y  en  ese  docum^nto  hace  una 
ligera  resena  del  movimiento  general  del  pais  durante  el  ano  eco- 
nomico  que  termino  el  30  de  abril,  y  que  es  al  mismo  tiempo  el 
termino  del  periodo  constitucional  principiado  en  1894. 

El  Mensaje  se  refiere  primeramente  a  las  recientes  dificultades 
con  Nicaragua,  y  hace  notar  el  fervor  patriotico,  el  espiritu  de 
union  y  el  entusiasmo  con  que  el  pais  entero  rodeo  al  Gobierno, 
y  se  preparo  a  la  defensa.  Alude  luego  a  las  negociaciones  de  paz 
terminadas  por  un  tratado  de  arbitraje  firmado  a  bordo  del  vapor 
de  guerra  de  los  Estados  Unidos  j^lert^  y  concluye  a  este  respecto 
del  modo  siguiente:  "'Con  este  motivo,  me  complazco  en  cumplir 
^n  sagrado  deber,  el  deber  de  consignar  aqui,  en  nombre  del  pueblo 
y  del  Gobierno  de  Costa  Rica,  un  voto  de  especial  reconocimiento 
^  los  ilustrados  Gobiernos  de  Guatemala  y  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
de  America  por  sus  buenos  oficios  en  favor  de  la  paz,  lo  mismo 
S.^c  a  sus  dignos  representantes,  senores  Merry  y  Lainfiesta, 
^ticargados  de  tan  importante  y  trascendental  mision,  en  la  cual 
^\ipo  en  suerte  al  senor  Lainfiesta  colaboracion  activa  y  eficaz 
^ooperacion." 

Los  signientes  sur  otros  puntos  de  interes  en  el  mensaje : 

Con  excepcion  del  incidente  relacionado,  la  situacion  normal  de 
la  Republica,  su  marcha  progresiva  y  los  habitos  de  orden  y  de 
^mor  a  la  paz  y  al  trabajo,  caracteristicos  del  pueblo  costarricense, 
^o  ban  sufrido  ni  la  menor  alteracion. 

Las  relaciones  de  amistad  que  Costa  Rica  cultiva  esmerada- 
^nente  con  las  naciones  de  America  y  Europa,  son  cada  dia  mas 
^strechas  y  cordiales,  sin  que  exista  pendiente  con  ninguna  de 
^llas  asunto  alguno  que  pudiera  alterarlas  6  por  lo  menos  debili- 
Tarlas.  Para  llegar  a  este  resultado,  de  que  el  pais  deriva,  no 
^3bstante  su  pequenez,  bien  marcadas  muestras  de  aprecio  y  con- 
sideracion  de  parte  de  naciones  poderosas  por  su  grandeza  y  cul- 
'Cura,  el  Gobierno  no  ha  omitido  esfuerzo  alguno,  dentro  de  los 
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limites  del  decoro,  ni  ha  sido  omiso  eii  el  cumplimiento  de  los 
deberes  que  las  leyes  internacionales  y  la  cortesia  le  imponcn. 

El  estado  de  la  instruccion  publica  es  floreciente.  Sin  dgar 
de  atender,  como  es  debido,  la  instruccion  profesional  y  secundaria, 
el  Gobierno  ha  dado  preferente  atencion  a  la  ensenanza  primaria, 
como  que  esta  es  obligacion  includible  del  estado  y  necesidad 
perentoria  del  pueblo. 

Nada  de  que  con  mas  honroso  titulo  pueda  euorgullecerse  el 
amor  propio  costarricense,  como  del  estado  de  la  ensenanza  popular, 
del  entusiasmo  con  que  se  la  acoge  y  promueve  y  de  la  eficaz 
proteccion  que  recibe  de  parte  del  Gobierno. 

Para  hacer  notar  el  desarroUo  de  la  ensenanza  durante  la 
admin istracion,  bastara  indicar  que  el  niimero  de  las  escuelas  en 
1893  era  de  280,  y  en  1898  es  de  388;  que  la  asistenciaen  aquel 
ano  era  por  termino  medio  de  17,517,  y  es  hoy  de  23,134  alumnos. 
El  numero  de  edificios  escolares  en  1893  ^^^  ^^  ^^7'  Y  ^"  iSgSes 
de  259,  habiendose  aumentado  el  numero  de  maestros  con  332 
durante  igual  periodo.  Las  juntas  de  educacion  poseen  259  edi- 
ficios escolares,  tienen  en  construccion  31,  y  en  proyecto  78.  El 
valor  de  la  propiedad  escolar,  adquirida  en  su  mayor  parte  con  los 
recursos  directos  del  pueblo  y  con  liberales  auxilios  del  Gobierno 
en  el  mismo  periodo  pasa  con  mucho  de  un  mi  lion  de  pesos. 
Esta  simple  comparacion  es  testimonio  elocuente  de  la  devocion 
del  Gobierno  a  la  ensenanza,  considerandola  como  uno  de  los  mas 
preciados  bienes  que  deben  otoTgarse  a  los  pueblos. 

Despues  de  atender  al  mantenimiento  del  orden  publico  y  de  la 
tranquilidad  social,  despues  de  cimentar  en  solidos  principios  la 
educacion  moral  e  intelectual  de  los  pueblos,  nada  de  mas  povecho 
para  los  mismos  como  dedicar  las  atenciones  del  Estado,  sus  mas 
energicos  empefios,  al  desarroUo  de  los  intereses  economicos,  toda 
vez  que  ellos  constituyen  elementos  indispensables  para  la  pros- 
peridad  y  bienestar  de  las  naciones.  Llevar  a  la  practica  esta  doc- 
trina  por  los  medios  que  aconseja  la  experiencia,  sin  perder  de  vista 
las  peculiares  condiciones  del  pais,  asi  en  los  factores  de  la  produc- 
cion  como  en  los  agentes  del  cambio  internacional,  tarea  ha  sido 
esta  emprendida  por  el  Gobierno  con  fe  inquebrantable,  con  reso- 
lucion  sin  vacilaciones,  con  la  entereza  que  se  funda  en  el  intimo 
convencimiento  del  bien  que  se  realiza. 
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Son  base  indispensable  para  llevar  a  buen  termino  este  proposito, 
la  buena  organizacion  de  la  hacienda  publica,  la  honrada  admi- 
nistracion  de  las  rentas  que  la  torman  y  la  conveniente  inversion  de 
las  mismas.  Con  ella  cuenta  el  Gobierno,  y  mediante  tan  poderoso 
::oncurso  ha  podido  hacer  frente  a  f'uertes  compromisos  pecuniarios 
rontraidos  por  anteriores  administraciones,  y  emprender  obras  de 
5uma  conveniencia  para  el  incremento  de  la  riqueza  y  para  el 
engrandecimiento  del  pais. 

Las  rentas  publicas  produjeron  durante  el  ano  economico  de 
1897  a  1898,  la  suma  de  $8,424,104.  Esta  cantidad  supera  al 
monto  de  las  rentas  en  el  ano  anterior,  en  $936,935,  y  excede 
a  la  suma  presupuesta  en  $320,172.  Los  gastos  ascienden  a 
$8,315,455,  lo  cual,  como  se  ve,  deja  un  sobrante  de  $108,650. 

F'irme  el  Gobierno  en  el  proposito  de  que  el  establecimiento 
del  sistema  monetario  basado  en  el  oro  tenga  el  exito  deseado, 
tiene  depositado  $1,000,000  en  oro  y  se  propone  dictar  disposi- 
ciones  que  aseguren  la  circulacion  de  ese  metal  antes  del  tiempo 
previsto  cuando  se  decreto  la  reforma  monetaria. 

Bien  conocido  es  el  importantisimo  papel  que  el  credito  desem- 
pena  en  el  desenvolvimiento  economico  de  un  pais.  El  del 
Gobierno,  asi  en  el  interior  de  la  Repiiblica  como  en  el  exterior, 
goza  de  plena  confianza  por  el  fiel  cumplimiento  de  los  compro- 
misos adquiridos,  principalmente  el  del  servicio  de  la  deuda 
extranjera,  atendido  con  la  mayor  religiosidad. 

Entre  las  obras  publicas,  por  la  vital  importancia  que  para  el 
pais  reviste,  figura  en  primer  termino  la  construccion  del  ferro- 
carril  al  Pacifico.  De  1,000  a  1,200  hombres  se  ocupan  en  los 
trabajos;  cstos  se  ejecutan  con  la  mayor  actividad;  estan  listas 
las  primeras  15  millas  para  tender  rieles  y  segun  informes  de  la 
empresa  constructora,  en  todo  el  mes  de  julio  6  agosto,  la  linea 
estara  terminada  hasta  el  Rio  Grande,  comprendiendo  todo  un 
trayecto  de  25  millas.  El  contratista  espera  tener  concluido  el 
ferrocarril  hasta  Tivives,  en  estado  de  explotacion,  el  ano  entrante. 
Este  ferrocarril  completa  la  via  interoceanica  entre  Limon,  en  el 
Atlantico,  y  Tivives  en  el  Pacifico. 

En  el  puerto  de  Tivives,  situado  en  el  golfo  de  Nicoya,  no 

distante  de  Puntarenas,  se  construiran  varias  obras  que  lo  mejora- 

ran,  y  con  este  objeto  el  Gobierno  esta  en  negociaciones  con  una 
Bull.  No.  12 7 
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respetabie  casa  francesa  que  ha  hecho  ya  los  estudios  correspoc— ^^ 
dientes  del  lugar. 

Muchas  otras  obras  de  utilidad  publica  han  sido  emprendid^ats 
y  se  trabaja  para  terminarlas ;  entre  ellas,  la  Escuela  Nacional  cie 
Correccion,  varies  caminos  carreteros,  el  saneamiento,  ampliacicz^n 
por  medio  de  un  malecon,  y  otras  mejoras  del  puerto  de  Lim*  xi. 

El  Presidente  elogia  la  conducta  del  ejercito  que  marcho  a 
la  frontera  con  motivo  de  las  dificultades  antes  mencionadas,  y 
concluye  el  Mensaje  con  estas  palabras : 

"Arreglada  la  paz  en  condiciones  honrosas,  el  ejercito,  er^^e- 
migo  por  temperamento  y  por  tradicionales  costumbres  de  av^^n- 
turas  militares,  recuerda  el  hogar  querido  y  vuelve  a  el  paara 
entregarse  de  nuevo  a  los  tranquilos  goces  de  la  familia  y  a  'Mzs 
faenas  remuneradoras  del  trabajo." 

INAUGURACION   DEL  PRESIDENTE  IGLESIAS  EN  EL  SEGUNIZDO 

PERIODO. 


El  nuevo  periodo  presidencial  fue  inaugurado  el  8  del  corrierm^  te, 
segun  ley  y  costumbre;  el  Presidente  Iglesias,  reelecto  para  e  ^te 
nuevo  periodo,  confirma  en  su  discurso  de  inauguracion,  el  {>  xo- 
grama  de  su  progresista  primera  administracion,  el  cual  cie  ^ra 
con  el  significativo  parrafo  siguiente : 

Al  terminar  mi  primer  periodo  de  Gobicrno,  s6amc  permitido  consignar  en 
cl  prcsente  Mensaje,  comx)  expresi6n  sincera  del  sentimiento  publico,  que  cs'^oy 
seguro  de  interpretar  fielmente,  la  gratitud  de  que  la  naci6n  se  encuentra  pose  :^<ia 
hacia  todas  las  colonias  extranjeras  residences  en  el  pais,  por  su  espontinecr^  J 
generoso  concurso  para  hacer  frente  4  las  calamidades  que  habia  de  originar  e* 
estado  de  guerra  en  que  hace  poco  se  encontraba  la  Republica.  Esa  actit*— ^^» 
tan  noble  como  simp&tica,  la  considera  Costa  Rica  como  una  corresponded  ^^* 
al  carifio  que  ella  profesa  y  guarda  &  las  colonias  extranjeras,  por  su  hone  ^*' 
bilidad  y  por  su  eficaz  contingente  en  la  obra  de  nuestro  progreso. 


ECUADOR. 

CONSTRUCCION  DE  UNA  ADUANA  EN  GUAYAQUIL. 

Por  orden  del  Ministro  de  Obras  Piiblicas  se  saca  a  publ^^^^ 
subasta  la  construccion  de  un  edificio  para  la  adiiana  de  Guayaqi-^"* 
Los  pianos  y  todos  los  informes  relativos  a  los  mismos  y  a     /a 
manera  como  ha  de  construirse  el  edificio  podran  obtenerse  per  los 
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iteresados,  en  la  oficina  del  Secretario  de  la  Provincia,  en  la  Casa 
e  Gobierno. 

La  ley  de  aduanas  dispone  que  el  4  por  ciento  del  recargo  sobrc  los  derechos 
i  importaci6n,  se  aplique  i  sufragar  los  gastos  de  construcci6n  de  dicho  edificio. 
r  calcula  que  el  importe  del  recargo  ser4  por  t^rmino  medio  de  150,000  sucres 

afio,  y  se  ha  dispuesto  que  la  cancidad  4  que  ascienda  el  4  por  ciento  empiece 
depositarse  desde  el  1°  de  enero  del  presente  afio. 

La  persona  6  asociaci6n  que  obtenga  el  contrato  deberi  pagar  al  gobierno, 
ites  de  firmar  aquel,  6,000  sucres  como  precio  de  los  pianos  para  el  edificio. 
odas  las  proposiciones  se  recibirin  en  la  Secretaria  de  la  Provincia  y  en  los 
insulados  del  Ecuador  en  Nueva  York,  Paris,  Liverpool,  Bruselasy  Hamburgo, 
ista  el  31  de  agosto  de  1898. 

NOTAS  INDUSTRIALES. 

Segun  noticias  recibidas,  las  provincias  de  Los  Rios  y  Guayas 
roduciran  este  ano  una  excelente  cosecha  de  cacao  que  es  el  prin- 
ipal  producto  de  aquella  region.  Dicese  que  la  situacion  eco- 
omica  de  la  Republica  es  satisfactoria,  y  bajo  la  influencia  del 
jtado  de  paz  imperante  en  el  pais  y  del  regimen  liberal  del 
residente  Alfaro,  el  prospecto  general  es  de  lo  mas  alentador. 

Se  ha  celebrado  un  contrato  con  los  Senores  Drake,  Stratton 
:  Co.,  para  la  construccion  de  un  ferrocarril  desde  la  costa  a  Quito, 

Mr.  Harman  ha  ido  a  Londres  a  completar  los  arreglos  para  el 
3mienzo  de  los  trabajos. 


HAITf. 

ECOMENDACIONES    DEL    MINISTRO,  MR.   POWELL,  PARA  EL 
AUMENTO  DEL  COMERCIO  CON  LOS  ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

El  "  Manufacturer,"  de  Filadelfia,  publica,  en  su  numero  del  7 
e  mayo,  un  extenso  articulo  de  Mr.  William  F.  Powell,  Minis- 
o  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Haiti,  en  el  cual  se  senaian  los 
bstaculos  que  hoy  se  oponen  al  desarroUo  del  comercio  entre  los 
OS  paises,  y  se  hacen  algunas  indicacion^s  practicas  con  el  objeto 
e  remediar  aquellas  dificultades.  El  Ministro  dice  en  resumen 
>  que  sique : 

"  Los  fabricantes  deberian  enviar  agentes  que  sepan  el  frances, 
ara  que  puedan  estudiar  los  gustos  de  la  poblacion,  sus  colores 
ivoritos  y  sus  preferencias  en  general,  y  mejorar  asi  el  comercio, 
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fabricando  los  generos  que  el  publico  desea.     La  felta  de  estro 
procedimientos,  aunque  ello  parezca  de  poca  importancia,  impicie 
la  venta  de  las  manufacturas  americanas,  especialmente  de    /as 
manufacturas  textiles.     Es  tambien  importante  que  se  ofrezca  i 
los   compradores    los   generos  en   el    tamafio   que  deseen,  pues 
nuestros  fabricantes  tienen  ciertas  ideas  arbitrarias  a  este  respecto, 
que  el  comprador  debe  aceptar,  6  de  lo  contrario  no  comprar  los 
generos.     Debe  tenerse  gran  cuidado  en  el  empaque  de  las  mer- 
cancias,  de  modo  que  lleguen  al  mercado  de  su  destino  en  buenas 
condiciones  y  puedan  por  tanto  venderse  con  mas  facilidad. 

La  patata  que  se  cultiva  en  Haiti  es  de  inferior  calidad  y  por 
muchos  anos  ha  sido  la  patata  americana  la  unica  que  se  ha  ven- 
dido  en  el  pais.  En  repetidas  ocasiones  se  ha  pedido  a  los  carga- 
dores  americanos  que  envien  estas  patatas  en  pequenos  envases, 
pues  las  embarcaban  en  barriles  6  sacos;  pero  no  se  presto  aten- 
cion  alguna  a  esta  solicitud  y  los  comerciantes  de  Francia,  sabe- 
dores  de  esto,  embarcaron  sus  patatas  en  cajas,  por  via  de  ensayo, 
el  cual  dio  resultado,  y  las  patatas  francesas,  asi  dispuestas,  encuen- 
tran  hoy  facil  mercado,  con  peijuicio  de  las  patatas  americanas. 
Lo  mismo  puede  decirse  de  la  mantequilla  que  se  importa  de 
Dinamarca  en  cubos  de  una  y  dos  libras,  que  se  venden  tacil- 
mente;  y  la  mantequilla  americana,  que  es  superior  en  muchos 
respectos,  no  se  vende  porque  viene  envasada  de  manera  inapro- 
piada  para  el  consumo. 

Los  medios  de  comunicacion  entre  la  costa  y  el  interior  son 
muy  deficientes;  los  caminos  son  malos  y  montanosos,  y  la  bestia 
que  se  usa  para  el  trasporte  es  el  burro,  de  modo  que  se  hace 
necesario  el  embalaje  en  pequenos  bultos.  Si  se  obviaran  estas 
dificultades,  las  mercancias  americanas  predominarian  pronto  en 
el  mercado.  La  comunicacion  entre  los  varios  puertos  de  la 
Republica  se  lleva  a  cabo  por  mar,  ya  sea  en  buques  de  vapor  o 
de  vela,  y  el  trafico  interior  tiene  lugar  en  bestias  de  carga.  Hay 
alii  grandes  oportunidades  para  la  construccion  de  ferrocarriles  por 
americanos  emprendedores  de  capital  y  energia.  El  clima  es 
inmejorable,  y  aun  en  la  estacion  de  las  lluvias  las  mafianas  son 
claras  y  no  llueve  jamas  sino  por  lo  tarde  6  por  la  noche. 

La  agricultura  es,  la  principal  industria  del  pais,  y  entre  los 
principales  productos,  sobresalen  el  cafe,  el  palo  de  Campcchc  y  d 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


2173 


acao.  EI  culti vo  de  frutas  podria  hacerse  un  negocio  provechoso : 
n  la  actualidad  se  dedica  muy  poca  atencion  al  cultivo  de  naran- 
is,  platanos,  cacao,  Hmon,  lima  y  coco.  No  hay  mas  que  un 
stablecimiento  manufacturero  en  la  isla,  el  cual  es  propiedad  de 
n  americano  emprendedor  que  ha  concebido  y  esta  llevando  a 
abo  proyectos  en  cuya  realizacion  seran  utilizadas  valiosas  made- 
as  del  pais.  La  Republica  cuenta  con  maravillosas  fuentes  de 
iqueza,  inexplotadas  todavia;  su  suelo  es  prolifico  y  sus  minas  de 
arbon,  zinc,  cobre  y  sal  yacen  en  espera  de  capital  americano. 

El  elemento  comercial  es  partidario  de  un  tratado  de  recipro- 
idad  con  los  Estados  Unidos,  pero  esto  es  imposible  para  este 
iobierno,  pues  los  derechos  de  importacion  constituyen.  la  mayor 
arte  de  sus  ingresos,  y  no  se  impone  contribucion  sobre  bienes 
imuebles.  Los  derechos  de  importacion  seran  aumentados  pronto 
n  25  por  ciento,  y  el  importe  de  este  aumcnto  constituira  un 
jndo  de  reserva  en  caso  de  que  se  lleve  a  cabo  un  emprestito. 
Lste  emprestito  se  destinara  a  la  recogida  del  papel  moneda  y  a 
stablecer  en  el  pais  la  circulacion  monetaria  sobre  la  base  de  oro. 
)espues  que  se  haya  llevado  a  cabo  la  recogida  del  papel  moneda, 
3dos  los  contratos  publicos  del  Gobierno  y  contratos  privados  de 
3s  comerciantes  se  celebraran  sobre  la  base  del  "  dollar"  americano, 
ue  sera  en  lo  futuro  la  medida  del  valor  y  el  linico  medio  de 
ambio. 

La  exportacion  de  Haiti  en  los  tres  meses  trascurridos  de 
ctubre  1®  de  1896  a  enero  i^'de  1897,  es  como  sigue,  segiin  el 
Janque  Nationale  d'Haiti: 


Puertos  Haitianos. 


'ort  ail  Prince 
ap  Haitien  . . 
aint  Marc  . . . 
onaives  . . . . 
•ort  de  Paix  . 
'etit  Goave  . . 
liragoane  . . . 

ereinie  

.quin     

aix  Cayes  . . , 
acmel 

Total  es 


Caf6, 


Libras. 

5.  224,  331 

6,  522,  134 
322,  728 

3,  189.  409 
426,  598 

2,494,558 

494.  499 
2,  115,  822 

855,661 

4.  701.  550 
6, 989,  903 


33.  337.  243 


Cacao. 


Libras. 
124, 283 

63,053 


5.767 
3.461 


554. 722 


751.286 


Palo 
campcche. 


Libras. 
500,000 

2,  448,  600 
3,855,000 
7,  409,  450 

3,  844,  000 


I,  643,  450 
290,000 
756,000 

1,046,000 
110,000 


21,  902.  500 
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Ademas,  durante    este    periodo   Haiti  exporto  de    sus   vario^ 
puertos  47,639  libras  de  algodon,  3,975  pies  de  caoba,  42,6^-^ 
libras  de  cueros  de  las  cuales  25,491  libras  se  exportaron  por  ^" 
puerto  de   Port  au  Prince;    10,910  libras  de   guayacan,    2,9<Sq^ 
libras  de  cobre, 5,583,400  libras  de  raiz  de  palo  de  Campech^ 
de  las  cuales  5,553,400  libras  se  exportaron  de  Port  au  Prince  ; 
9,355   libras  y  sesenta  paquetes  de   piel  de  cabra,  que  fueron 
exportados  de  Cap  Hairien  casi  en  su  totalidad;   10,870  libras  de 
cascara  de  naranja,  2,660  libras  de  palo  de  guayacan,  210  galones 
de  miel  de  abeja,  321  galones  de  ron  y  1,259  li'^ras  de  cera.    El 
cafe  es  el  principal  articulo  de  exportacion. 

Basandonuestroscalculos  en  la  exportacion  de  los  cuatro  prime- 
ros  meses  de  la  cosecha,  resulta  que  la  cosecha  de  1896-97  fuede 
67,000,000  de  libras;  pero  como  la  recoleccion  empezo  tarde  y  la 
cosecha  parecia  ser  muy  abundante,  se  calcula  que  excedio  de 
70,000,000  de  libras.  El  total  de  la  exportacion  de  cafe  enaiios 
recientes  fue  como  sigue : 

1S95-96 47.643.451 

1 894-95 75. 37».  865 

1893-94 58, 426, 100 

1892-93 70, 829, 779 

1891-92 67,83i,S93 

1890-91 56, 692, 039 

1889-90 78, 213,445 


NICARAGUA. 

LEY  SOBRE  EXPLOSIVOS. 

Las  siguientes  disposiciones  referentes  a  explosivos  en  Nica- 
ragua seran  de  interes  general  en  relacion  a  la  cuestion  palpitante 
del  canal,  y  de  interes  particular  para  los  que  se  proponen  explotar 
la  industria  minera  del  pais. 

Segun  la  secci6n  5*,  ningdn  particular  puede  tcner  en  su  podcr  mas  dc  2  libras 
de  p61vora,  5  libras  dc  plomo,  500  cipsulas  y  200  cartuchos,  aun  cuando  guarde 
cstos  articulos  en  diferentes  lugares ;  pero  los  propietarios  de  dos  6  mas  planta- 
ciones  6  empresas  pueden  guardar  en  cada  una  de  ellas  las  cantidades  arnba 
especiiicadas. 

Segdn  la  secci6n  6%  los  que  infrinjan  la  anterior  disposici6n  y  los  comcrciantcs 
que  no  cumplan  con  las  6rdenes  dadas  en  la  secci6n  2*  de  la  ley,  serin  pcrscguidos 
y  castigados  como  contrabandistas. 
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Scgtin  la  secci6n  7*,  los  mineros  (i  otros  industriales  que  hayan  dc  conservar 
para  sus  trabajos  mis  p6lvora  dc  la  que  sc  permite  por  el  p&rrafb  6",  deben  obtcner 
SLucorizaci6n  especial  del  Minfsterio  de  Hacienda^  lacual  seri  concedida  6  negada 
scgun  los  m^ritos  de  la  informaci6n  en  cada  caso. 

CrONTRATO  CON  LA  "PACIFIC  MAIL  STEAMSHIP  COMPANY." 

El  Consul  ingles  en  Granada  comunica  a  la  Oficina  de  Rela- 
criones  Exteriores  de  la  Gran  Bretana,con  fecha  25  de  marzo,que 
^1  Gobierno  de  Nicaragua  ha  renovado  el  contrato  con  la  Com- 
pania  de  Vapores  "  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,"  para  el 
servicio  de  correos,  flete  y  pasajeros  con  los  puertos  de  Corinto  y 
San  Juan  del  Sur.  Por  virtud  de  este  arreglo,  los  referidos  puertos 
sc  comunicaran  directamente  con  Nueva  York  tres  veces  al  mes, 
en  lugar  de  dos,  como  hasta  ahora. 


URUGUAY. 


EXPORTACION  DE  CEREALES. 


El  Consul  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  Mr.  Swalm,  informa  al  De- 
partamento  de  Estado  de  la  exportacion  de  trigo,  harina  y  maiz 
del  Uruguay,  en  los  anos  siguientes: 


Afio. 


^893 
1894 

1895 
1896 

1897 


$169,  377 

1,382,808 

2,077,761 

161,  112 

392,  637 


Harina. 


$433.  027 
964,  372 
681, 744 

733. 282 
612,356 


Ma!z. 


$23. 277 
882.  808 

797.  761 
866,  869 

34. 565 


Ademas  de  estas  cantidades,  se  exportaron  durante  los  mismos 
anos  productos  del  trigo  por  valor  de  $300,000.  Dice  el  Consul, 
Mr.  SwALM,  que  en  circunstancias  normales,  Uruguay  puede  ser 
considerada  como  nacion  competidora  con  los  Estados  Unidos, 
respecto  de  los  productos  arriba  mencionados,  en  los  mercados  del 
Brasil  y  aun  de  Europa.  Cada  ano  se  dedican  nuevas  tierras  al 
cultivo  de  estos  productos.  Segun  el  Consul  la  exportacion 
total  de  cereales  durante  los  cuatroanos  que  comenzaron  en  1894, 
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fue  de  $  1 0,902,823,  mientras  que  en  los  cuatro  anos  precedentes 
fuc  de  $2,246,855,  acusando  una  diferencia  en  favor  del  primer 
periodo  mencionado  de  $8,655,968. 

DEMANDA  DE  PIZARRAS  PARA  TECHOS. 

El  Consul,  Mr.  Swalm,  tambien  comunica  la  siguiente  informa- 
cion  sobre  el  aumento  en  la  denianda  de  pizarra  para  techos,  en  el 
Uruguay,    pues    los   arquitectos  modernos  ban   encontrado  que 
pueden  construir  con  este  material,  techos  mas  baratos  y  mejores. 
Las  pizarras  que  se  usan  son  las  de  menor  tamano,  9x13  pulgadas. 
Cuesta  $20  el  mil,  pero  a  esta  cantidad  hay  que  agregar  los  dere 
chos  de   $11.55    P^^   ^^^'-     ^^^  pizarras  redondas  se   valiian  z- 
$21.80  el  mil,  pero  los  derechos  son  los  mismos.     El  precioa^  ^ 
por  menor,  como  se  usa  en  los  presupuestos  de  los  carpinteros,  e^.^ 
de  $34  a  $36  el  mil,  ademas  de  lo  que  se  cobra  por  su  colocacior^. 
No  se  usa  ninguna  de  las  pizarras  de  tamano  de  10  x  20  6  1 2  x  i::>, 
pues    las   de    tamano    menor   dan    resultado    satisfactorio.     Los 
valores  que  aqui  se  dan  estan  representados  en  pesos  uruguayos 
(i  peso  es  igual  a  $1.0352  en  moneda  de  los  Estados  Unidos). 

Las  pizarras  que  vienen  de  Inglaterra  pagan  un  flete  a  bordo  de 
lanchas  de  $3.50  por  tonelada,  con  las  averias  ordinarias  por  cuentia 
del  dueno.  La  demanda  de  pizarras  aumentara,  pero  las  casas 
americanas  que  quieran  vender  en  este  mercado  deberan  establecer 
un  almacen  y  conservarlo  bien  surtido  de  aqueJ  articulo,  incluyencio 
los  efectos  de  ferreteria  necesarios.  La  pizarra  americana  de  mejor 
calidad  puede  encontrar  aqui  un  mercado  que  sera  reducido  ^i' 
principio,  es  verdad,  pero  que  se  ensanchara  con  el  tiempo,  pues  la 
pizarra  es  el  material  para  techo  que  se  usara  en  lo  futuro.  pero 
no  debe  olvidarse  que  el  surtido  debe  ser  abundante  siempre,  ^^ 
modo  que  en  todo  caso  pueda  atenderse  debidamente  a  los  p^^*' 
dos.     La  no  observancia  de  este    metodo   ha   sido   ruinosa    ^" 

• 

muchos  otros  ramos  del  comercio,  no  solo  para  los  intereses  an^^*^*' 
canos,  sino  tambien  para  los  ingleses,  que  persistieron  en  qu^^^^ 
saber  mas  que  los  residentes  acerca  de  las  costumbres  comerci^'^^ 
del  pais,  y  prefirieron  la  simple  exhibicion  de  muestras  que  10^^' 
via  permanecen  expuestas.  Los  italianos  y  los  alemanes  se  h^^ 
aprovechado  do  los  consejos  dados  en  informes  consulares,  y  h^ 
obtenidos  provechosos  resultados. 
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ULTIVO  DEL  ALG0D6N  EN    LA  AMERICA 

DEL  SUR. 

Un  representante  de  la  conocida  firnia  de  Grace  &  Co.,  de 
N*  u  e!va  York,  la  que  tiene  importantes  y  crecientes  intereses  en  la 
costia  occidental  de  la  America  del  Sur,  ha  regresado  recientemente 
a  lc3s  Estados  Unidos  y  comunica  que  los  agricultores  de  Chile  y 
el  Ir^erii  estan  dedicando  atencion  especial  al  cultivo  del  algodon. 
El  Ti  relacion  con  este  progreso  agricola,  existe  el  proposito  evidente 
d^     ±bmentar  importantes  intereses  manufactureros, 

I£l  Gobierno  de  Chile  ha  dado  el  primer  paso  en  este  sentido, 

svip>rimiendo  hasta  el  ano  1902  los  derechos  sobre  toda  clase  de 

ii^^cquinaria  para  la  fabricacion  de  tejidos,  como  se  ha  menclonado 

Y^^    ^n  un  numero  anterior  del  Boi.etin  Mensual.     Consecuente  a 

^^tTix  exencion  de  derechos,  una  gran  cantidad  de  maquinaria  ameri- 

^^^^^a,  propia  para  aquel   trabajo,  ha  sido  embarcada  para  Chile. 

1    ^xirsL  alentar  el  cultivo  y  manufactura  de  algodon,  asi  como  otras 

^'^  <i  xistrias,  se  ha  abierto  recientemente  en   Lima  una  exposicion 

P^x*iTianente  para  la  exhibicion  de  toda  clase  de  maquinaria,  y  segun 

^^^tiicias  recibidas,  los  fabricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  de  la  Gran 

*^^^tana,  y  del  continente  europeo,  se  estan  aprovechando  de  esta 

^P^^rtunidad  para  vender  su  maquinaria. 

La  proxima  terminacion  del  ferrocarril  transiberiano  y  el  desa- 
^^^^1  lo  de  los  remotos  paises  orientales,  inauguraran  en  breve  una 
^^-^^^va  era  para  el  comercio  y  la  industria  en  aquella  parte  del 
p^Vindo;  y  no  es  improbable  que  el  impulso  dado  al  cultivo  y  a 
manufacturas  de  algodon  en  la  America  del  Sur  se  deba  a  los 
agiienos  prospectos  de  este  comercio  oriental. 


I 


iis 


h^\ 


C:OMERCIO  DE  HARLNA  CON  SUD  AMERICA. 

En  la  reunion  de  la  Liga  de  Molineros  (Millers'  League)  que 
^^vo  lugar  recientemente  en  Indianapolis,  se  discutio  largamente 
^*^  cuestion  de  conservar  y  extender  el  comercio  de  harina  de  los 
*istados  Unidos  con  Mexico,  Centro  y  Sud  America. 

La  discusion  verso  en  lo  general  sobre  que  los  fabricantes  de 
*^arina,  al  igual  que  otros  fabricantes  de  los  Estados  Unidos,  debian 
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dirgir  sus  esfuerzos  a  la  consecucion  de  nuevos  mercados.     Mucho 
de  los  grandes  molineros  ya  han  establecido  con  los  paises  latin 
americanos  relaciones  comerciales,  las  cuales  en  su  mayor  parte  ha 
resultado  ser  muy  satisfactorias,  y  los  pagos,  aunque  verificado 
con  lentitud,  han  sido  seguros.     La  gran  dificultad  para  logra 
mayor  desarroUo  en  este  ramo  se  debe  a  la  falta  de  facilidade=:r 
bancarias  americanas  en  aquellos  paises.     Se  dijo  alii  que  un  moh* 
nero  de  San  Luis  habia  logrado  desarrollar  un  gran  comercio  co 
Centro  y  Sud  America,  y  se  indico  cuan  provechoso  seria  form 
una  combinacion  de  molineros  que  trabajasen  de  comun  acuerd 
pues  ella  podria  conseguir  con  los  bancos  arreglos  que  a  un  homb 
solo  no  le  seria  dable  obtener. 

Uno  de  los  que  Uevo  la  palabra  se  expreso  en  estos  termino-:^ . 
''Mi  casa  ha  hecho  algunos  negocios  con  Costa  Rica  y  YucatS^n 
directamente;  el  gran  tropiezo  en  el  negocio  consiste  en  ladi^- 
cultad  de  hacer  los  cobros,  a  causa  de  la  falta  de  facilidadesbanc:.^- 
rias    a   proposito.     Los   comerciantes   son   honrados,  pero   muty 
remisos  para  pagar,  y  despues  de  haber  esperado  largo  tiemfT^o 
para  hacerlo,  probablemente  envian  un  giro  a  sesenta  dias  conti^a 
alguna  casa  de  Nueva  York." 

Este  informe  expresa  las  ideas  de  la  mayor  parte  de  los  comer- 
ciantes de  los  Estados  Unidos,  que  han  tratado  de  establecer  reX  a- 
ciones  de  comercio  estables  y  seguras  con  los  paises  que  quedan  al 
sur;  el  obstaculo  principal  con  que  han  tropezado  desde  el  pri  n- 
cipio,  tanto  los  comerciantes  como  los  fabricantes,  es  la  dificult-^d 
de  conseguir  facilidades  bancarias  a  proposito.  Ademas  de  e&Tro, 
lo  escaso  de  las  comunicaciones  por  vapor,  es  asunto  que  saltsa.  a 
la  vista. 


LA  FIBRA  DEL  RAMlfi. 

EXPERIMENTOS  HECHOS  EN  LIMOGES,  FRANCIA. 

I 
1 

Mr.  Thomas  Barraclough,  de  Londres,  leyo  hace  poco  un  tra-         . 
bajo,  en  el  Institute  Imperial,  sobre  el  cultivo  del  ramie  y  sus 
manufacturas.     El  trabajo  fue  preparado  y  leido  bajo  los  auspicios 
de  la  "  Sociedad  de  Artes,"  y  se  ha  publicado  textualmente  en  el 
peri6dico.de  la  misma. 


> 
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Resulta  que,  accediendo  a  la  invitacion  de  Mr.  Barraclough, 
se  reunieron  en  Limoges,  Francia,  el  27  de  julio  de  1897,  ^^^ios 
caballeros  interesados  en  el  cultivo,  preparacion,  y  manufacturas 
del  ramie,  con  el  proposito  de  inspeccionar  los  trabajos  experi- 
mentales  de  la  maquina  descortezadora  "  Faure."  El  ramie  que 
se  uso  en  este  experimento  fue  cultivado  en  la  finca  de  Mr.  Faure, 
en  las  cercanias  de  Limoges,  y  el  experimento  tuvo  por  principal 
objeto  determinar  si  el  trabajo  de  la  descortezadora  era  tan  satisfac- 
torio  como  la  decortezacion  a  la  mano  que  se  practica  en  China. 

Despues  de  una  extensa  discusion  sobre  los  varios  puntos  que 
se  presentaron,  se  tomo  por  unanimidad  el  siguiente  acuerdo,  que 
firmaron  todos  los  presentes : 

Limoges,  julio  2y  de  iS^j. 
Los  que  subscribcn,  presentes  k  los  experimentos  hechos  por  Mr.  Faure  con 
su  nueva  m&quina  de  dcscortezar  rami^,  tienen  el  placer  de  declarar  que  han 
quedado  completamente  satisfechos  de  los  resultados  obtenidos.  Su  opini6n  es 
que  la  decorticaci6n  de  rami6  hecha  por  medio  de  la  m&quina  "Faure  "  es  igual 
i  la  que  se  hace  &  mano,  y  expresan  su  opini6n  de  que  el  problema  de  la 
decorticaci6n  mecSnica  del  rami6  ha  quedado  resuelto  de  modo  absolutamente 
satisfactorio. 

Uno  de  los  caballeros  presentes,  Mr.  Bluntschli,  administrador 
de  un  sindicado  que  tiene  grandes  plantaciones  de  ramie  en 
Sumatra,  manifesto  que  el  habia  empleado  la  maquina  descorteza- 
dora de  Faure  con  exito  completo,  y  que  estaba  convencido  de 
que  la  fibra  por  aquella  obtenida  era  igual  a  la  que  se  obtiene  por 
medio  de  la  decorticacion  a  mano  en  los  paises  orientales. 

El  BoletIn  Mensual  ha  llamado  la  atencion,  de  cuando  en 
cuando,  no  solo  hacia  los  variados  usos  a  que  puede  aplicarse  esta 
valiosa  fibra,  sino  tambien  hacia  la  adaptabilidad  de  los  paises  de 
la  America  del  Sur,  America  Central,  Mexico  y  parte  de  los 
Estados  Unidos,  al  cultivo  de  aquella  planta.  Tambien  se  ha 
hecho  referencia  al  hecho  de  que  la  gran  dificultad  de  descor- 
tezar  y  desgomar  la  fibra  ha  sido  vencida  por  medio  de  varias 
invenciones  mecanicas.  Parece  que  lo  unico  que  queda  por 
conseguir  en  el  desarrollo  de  esta  importante  industria,  es  la  aso- 
ciacion  de  productores  y  fabricantes  en  mayor  escala. 


tuneies  habran  de  ser  revestidos  con  una  capa  de  argamasa  dc  suhciente  cspcs 
para  que  pueda  resistir  la  presi6n  de  la   tierra,  sirviendo  al  mismo   tiempo 

sustancia  impermeable ;   la  ventilaci6n   tendra  lugar  por  medio  de  aberturas    .^ ; 

la  via  6  en  las  aceras.  Los  trabajos  habr4n  de  empezar  dcntro  de  nucve  mc«=i^  ^ 
despucs  de  la  aprobaci6n  de  los  pianos,  y  el  camino  deberi  estar  listo  para  < 
servicio  publico  dentro  de  los  tres  anos  subsiguientes.  El  maximum  del  prcczr  i 
del  pasaje  no  debera  exceder  de  quince  centavos,  ni  debera  exccder  dc  cii^  ^zr 
ccntavos  cl  precio  de  conduccion  de  cada  paquete.  El  seis  por  ciento  del  to  -^r  ^ 
de  ingresos  correspondera  al  municipio.  Las  dos  lineas,  con  la  planta  v  mater  m  ^: 
rodante,  pasar^n  a  ser  propiedad  del  municipio,  libres  de  toda  carga  6  co  -m-^^ 
pensacinn,  trascurrido  que  sea  el  termino  de  noventa  y  nueve  anos. 

Xmportacidn  de  instrumen-       ^^  Vicec6nsul  brit4nico  en   Rosario   dice   que  dura»  tl  r 

tos  de  Agricultara.  el  periodo  de  las  buenas  cosechas  de  1889  a  1894,  encc:: 
traron  tacil  salida  en  los  mercados  del  pais  135,000  toneladas  de  alambre 
cercas,  100,000  arados,  680,000  rejas  de  arado,  2,262  sembradoras,  z-j^Gp- 
segadoras  (incluyendo  descabezadoras  y  agavilladoras),  2,600  trilladoras  v  7, 
aventadoras  para  granos,  ademds  de  muchas  toneladas  de  instrumcntos  dc  a^  x"i 
cultura  de  menor  importancia.  Desde  la  crisis  y  quebranto  de  las  cosechas,  1^ 
demanda  ha  decrecido  considerablemente.  Dice  el  Vicec6nsul  que  la  G»-.^*n 
Bretana  ocupa  el  primer  lugar,  y  los  Estados  Unidos  el  segundo,  en  la  imporx:^- 
ci6n  de  esta  clase  de  m^quinas  en  la  Argentina. 

Ouitivo  de  Arroz  en  Tucu-       E"  Tucumdn,  la  provincia  azucarera  de  la  Argentina, 
™*°'  muchos  agricultores  se  han  dedicado  al  cultivo  del  arroi^, 

para  el  cual  son  favorables  el  clima  y  el  suelo  de  aquella  provincia.      Dc  18^5"  i 
1896  la   tierra  plantada  de  arroz  aument6  de  100  4  264  hectareas.  Esta  es  una 
4rca  muy  pequena,  pero  la  ganancia  es  significativa.      En  terrenos  de  regar«i.fo, 
la  producci6n  cs  de  2,500  kilos  por  hcctirea,  y  de   1,500  en  terrenos  secos.      El 
cultivo  de   este   grano    ha   aumentado   por    razon    de  la  crisis  en  la  indusrria 
azucarera. 

BRASIL. 
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6  Mineral  de  ^^  ^^^  cuatro  ultimos  afios,  cl  mineral  de  manganese 
^aneso.  j^]  3,.asil  ha  venido  siendo  un  articulo  de  cxportaci6n. 

al  proccde  del  distrito  de  Miguel  Burnier,  en  el  Estado  de  Minas 
jstS  i  una  distancia  de  310  millas  de  Rio.  El  tiempo  que  se  tarda  en 
z  del  minerel  es  de  ocho  i  diez  dias.  Las  minas  est&n  situadas  a  una 
f,ooo  pies  en  un  clima  agradable  y  salubre  y  la  mayor  parte  de  los 
le  se  emplean  son  italianos  y  nativos ;  hay  ademas  algunos  espanoles 
5es.  En  1897  el  total  del  mineral  extraido,  que  ascendi6  £  8,800  tone- 
xportado  i  Filadelfia,  pero  en  anos  anteriores,  este  articulo  se  export6 
a.  De  un  anilisis  del  mineral  resulta  que  contiene  54.7  por  ciento 
leso  metdlico,  0.027  P^r  ciento  de  icido  sulfuroso,  y  0.077  ^^  ^cido 

or I08  Tribua-  Como  indicativo  del  rSpido  desarrollo  del  comercio  y 
kmazonas.  j^  ^^  navegaci6n  por  los  afluentes  del  Amazonas,  con- 
l  hecho  de  que  un  vapor  en  su  paso  por  el  rio  Purus,  que  cs  uno  de 
ales  tributaries,  encontr6,  recientemente,  en  su  viaje  de  regreso  al 
no  menos  de  diecisiete  vapores. 

CHILE. 


Somerciocon        ^^  ^^^^  negociando  un  tratado  de  comercio  entre  Chile 
aania.  y  Alcmania.     Antes  de  1895  existia  un  tratado  de  comercio 

dos  paises,  el  cual  se  celebr6  en  1862,  pero  quedo  sin  efecto  en  1895, 
I  aumento  del  comercio  entre  ambos  paises  ha  hecho  necesaria  su 
en  t^rminos  m^samplios.  En  1880  Alemania  import^  de  Chile  mer- 
•  valor  de  $607,500,  y  en  1896  la  importaci6n  alcanz6  i  $8,655,750. 
portaci6n  casi  la  mitad  consistia,  por  orden  de  importancia,  en  nitratos, 
OS  crudos,  oro  y  cobre.  La  exportaci6n  de  Alemania  4  Chile  con- 
palmente  en  tejidos  y  articulos  de  hierro.  En  1894  y  1896  la  exporta- 
mosigue:  g6neros  de  lana,  por  valor  de  $895,500;  g6neros  de  algo- 
6,500;  articulos  ordinario  de  hierro,  $475,220;  articulos  finos  del 
al,  $840,000,  y  azucar,  $413,000. 

HONDURAS. 

En  el  informe  de  30  de  abril  de  1898,  dirigido  por  el 
C6nsul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Utilla,  Mr.  Johnston, 
mento  de  Estado,  y  publicado  en  los  "Consular  Reports,"  impresos 
ayo,  se  dice  lo  siguiente:  **En  la  primera  parte  del  mes  la  exporta- 
tanos  y  cocos  fu6  como  de  costumbre,  pero  durante  los  ultimos  diez 
lercio  ha  disminuido  A  causa  de  la  guerra  con  Espana.  Los  buques 
ra  americana  permanecen  en  Nueva  Orleans  y  los  unicos  que  hacen 
on  los  que  llevan  la  bandera  noruega.  El  resultado  ha  sido  la  baja 
ios,  y  a  menos  que  se  empleen  m4s  barcos,  gran  parte  de  las  frutas  se 
n  los  irboles  con  gran  p^rdida  para  los  plantadores.  Esto  afectari 
ite  la  importaci6n  que  casi  en  su  totalidad  procede  de   los  Estados 
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Unidos.     Si  hubicra  una  linea  regular  de  vapores  corrcos  cntrc  Nueva  Orlca 
Utilla  y  Cuba,  ello  seria  de  gran  beneHcio  para  el  comercio  en  estos  lugares.' 

GUATEMALA. 

Redaccidndeio.Dcrecho.de     Segun  noticia  de  caricter  oficial,  se  ha  promulgado  -min 

Bxportacifin  Mbre  el  Oaft.  dccreto  del  Ejecutivo  reduciendo  los  dercchos  de  expor  -^ra 
ci6n  sobrc  el  caf(6,  i  $i,  6  sean  unos  36  centavos  oro,  por  quintal.  £^  ^ste 
decreto  empezari  a  regir  el  1°  de  julio  del  corrientc  ano. 

Dicese  que  el  mismo  decreto  dispone  que  la  exportaci6n  de  todos  los  prod  ^k_:»  c- 
tos  naturales  6  manufacturados  de  Guatemala,  con  excepci6n  del  caf6,  qu^^=-^e 
libre  de  derechos  &  contar  desde  aquella  fecha,  y  que  si  la  baja  en  el  prccio     ^z^el 
caf6  continua  el  Ejecutivo  podrd,  en    cualquier  tiempo,  suprimir  los  dcrec'M-m.  «s 
sobre  este  producto. 

HAITi. 

Derecho.de  loeOindadano.      ^^  llegado  i  nuestro  conocimicnto  que  el  Gobierno     cJe 
de  lo.  Eatado. Unido..     Haiti,  por  un  decreto  ejecutivo  rccientementc  expedlcJo, 
conceded  los  ciudadanos  de  los  Estados  Unidos  residentes  en  Haiti,  los  mi  s- 
mos  derechos  y  privilegios  de  que  gozan  los  naturales  en  asuntos  de  comercio  v 
de  trabajo.     El  decreto  se  refiere  especialmente  i  las  licencias  comercialcs  y^  ai 
comercio  al  por  mcnor. 

PARAGUAY. 

lnirodacci6n  de  MoUno.  de  ^^  industria  principal  v  las  mis  remuncrativas  del  Pa.  xa- 
Viento  Americano..  guay  es  la  de  cria  de  ganado,  pcro  i  causa  de  la  falta.  dc 
agua  en  los  potreros,  hay  que  llevar  el  ganado  por  muchas  millas  de  distanci  ^  ^ 
beber  agua,  lo  cual  es  un  obsticulo  para  el  desarrollo  de  dicha  industria.  ^^ 
Consul  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en  Asuncion,  Mr.  Ruffini,  indica  la  nccesicia^ 
que  existe  alii  de  buenos  molinos  de  viento  de  fabricaci6n  americana,  que  podr  5*" 
montar  los  criadores  para  sacar  el  agua,  subsanando  asi  el  gran  inconvcnic  :*^^^ 
que  existe  para  el  desarrollo  de  la  industria  pecuaria. 


PERU. 

Se  ha  establecido  en  el  Callao  una  compafiia  con 


un 
de 


^10 
a 


Batableclmiento  de  una  FA- 

brica  de  Fdaforo.  j  una  capital  de  $AO,ooo  par  fabricar  f6sforos  de  cerilla  y 

Fandicidn  en  el  Oallao.  .  ,     1        3-i  1       •     i  •  ^  ^-^< 

seguridad.     Como    la    industria    esta  en  sus  comicnz  -^tjs, 
aquel  producto  es  todavia  inferior  i  los  f6sforos  importados  del  estranjero.  ^ 

ha  concedido  permiso  para  el  establecimiento  de  una  fundici6n  en  las  afacras       ^^ 
la  ciudad,  y  se  estin  Uevando  a  cabo  obras  de  drenaje  y  acueductos,  i  un  co 
de  $300,000.     Durante  el  af^o  de  1897  los  ingresos  de  aduana  ascendicro 
$2,100,000. 

ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

La  exportaci6n  de  maquinaria  para  la  elaboraci6n     «f 
para  Eiaboracidn  de  A«ft-  azucar,  que  tuvo  lugar  de  los  Estados  Unidos  i  la  Ain^n<^3 

del  Sur  en  el  mes  de  abril,  es  la  mayor  que  sc  ha  cono- 
cido  desde  hace  tiempo.     El  "Exportador  Americano"  dice  que  la  Argentina, 
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Oonsnmo  de  OaI6. 


>loinbia  y  Salvador  han  sido  los  princi pales  mercados  en  donde  se  ha  vendido 
Liella  clase  de  maquinaria,  de  la  cual  han  importado  por  valor  de  $50,000. 
L  Argentina  compr6  unas  dos  terceras  partes  de  este  importe,  y  el  resto  se 
T\d\6  en  Honda,  Colombia,  y  en  Acajutla,  Salvador.  Diccse  que  esta  maqui- 
ria  se  importa  exclusivamente  para  su  empleo  en  grandes  ingenios  azucareros, 
no  para  trapiches  6  pequenos  molinos  movidos  por  fuerza  animal. 

Segfin  el  "  Mexican  Financier,"  Mexico  cncuentra  y 
deberi  encontrar  siempre  en  los  Estados  Unidos  el  mis 
^cnso  mercado  para  la  venta  de  su  caf6.     El  pueblo  de  los  Estados  Unidos  es 
mayor  consumidor  de  caft,  y  es  6sta  una  planta  que  no  puede  cultivarse  den- 
3    de  los  actuales  limites  de  este  pals.     Las  estadisticas  comerciales  del  ano 
cal,  que  termini  en  30  de  junio  (iltimo,  contienen  en  detalle  las  importaciones 
caf6.     La  importaci6n  total  de  caf^  en  los  Estados  Unidos,  durante  los  doce 
cscsque  terminaron  el  30  de  junio  de  1897,  {u6  de  73  7,645,670  libras,  6  unasdiez 
>Tas  por  cabeza,  segun  la  actual  estadistica  de  la  poblaci6n.     El  caf6  comprado 
>T  los  Estados  Unidos  fu6  importado  de  muchos  paises;  esta  importaci6n  pro- 
did  de  los  continentes  de  America,  Africa,  Asia  y  Australasia.     Los  princi- 
Qes  paises,  por  orden  de   importancia,    que  importan  su  caf6  en  los  Estados 
nidos  fueron: 


Libras. 


irasil 

enezuela 

I^xico 

'olombia 

'osta  Rica 

'uatemala 

ndias  holandesas 

raiil 

alvador 

Lden 


Valor  en  oro. 


542.  857, 

58,913. 
28,  833, 

20,  939, 

19.  300. 

11.569. 

11,001, 

7.  299, 

7. 147. 
5.  "8, 


265 

154 
870 

528 

381 

772 

036 

778 

369 
386 


Valor  en  oro. 


$52, 792,  937 
8,  300,  672 
4,  591.  909 
2,  834,  631 
2,  800,  652 
1,744,411 
2,075,157 

946,  700 
1 , 072,  480 

859, 602 


Estos  son  los  principales  paises  de  donde  se  surti6  de  caf^  el  mercado  ameri- 
ano,  que  consumi6  por  valor  de  $81,544,000,  oro. 

VENEZUELA. 


royecio  de  Lfnea  de  Va-     ^^  representante  de  un  Sindicado  de  los  Estados  Unidos 
^°^*-  esti  actualmente  en   Venezuela  haciendo  investigaciones 

Dbre  la  conveniencia  de  establecer  una  nueva  linea  de  vapores  que  haga  el  ser- 
icio  entre  la  ciudad  de  Nueva  York  y  los  puertos  de  Venezuela,  tocando  en 
Igunas  de  las  Antillas.  Dicho  representante  ha  contratado  ya,  segun  un  informe 
ccicnte,  2,000  toneladas  de  flete  mensuales,  que  han  sido  garantizadas.  La 
uta  que  se  projrecta  comprenderi  las  islas  de  St.  Thomas,  San  Kitts,  Guadalupe, 
/lartinica,  la  Barbada  y  Trinidad.  Esta  empresa  se  propone  tambi^n  la  comu- 
icaci6n  por  vapor  en  el  rio  Orinoco.  Los  intereses  de  los  Estados  Unidos  en 
''^cnczuela  se  estin  desenvolviendo  en  diversas  direcciones  al  presente;   se  ha 
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establecido  en  Caracas,  una  compania  titulada  **  Building  and  Loan  Companw     —    ^" 
y  la  mayor  parte  del  capital  vendri  de  la  republica  del  norte. 
Ooncesidn  4  un  Sindicato        ^^^  Gobiemo  vcnezolano  ha  concedido  4  un  sindicr=^.  io 
lngl«8.  ingl6s  una  vasta  extension  de  tierra  conocida  con  el  no      ^»  m- 

bre  de  Territorio  del  Amazonas  de  Venezuela  (Venezuelan  Amazon  Territor^^**-^ ). 
La  concesi(5n  comprende  casi  el  monopolio  de  la  navegaci6n  del  rio  Orinoco^  la 

explotaci(^n  de  la  goma  elastica,  y  un  vasto  proyecto  de  emigracion.      Se  dice,  jz::r»-^Dr 
conducto  fidedigno,  que  esta  compania  esta  tratando  de  obtener  de  los  gobierr— »  ^zds 
de  Colombia  y  del  Brasil  una  concesi6n  andloga  de  los  tcrritorios  del  AmazoM-^m  .sas 
pertenecientes   4  cada  una  de  estas  naciones,  y  que  lindan  con   la  frontera       <z3e 
Venezuela.      El  pais  es  muy  rico  y  la  comunicaci6n  entrc  el  Orinoco  y  el  Air-a  ^m.- 
zonas  se  efectua  por  medio  de  canales  6  rios.      Dos  comisioncs  han  visitado      ^ 
pais  en  nombre  de  este  sindicato  ;   una  bajo  la  direccion  del   Profesor  Boroli^w-t  s;, 
de  la  Universidad  de  Upsala,  y  la  otra  bajo  la  del  Mayor  S.  Paterson  de  Ar^  >"  JJ 
y  Sutherland  Highlanders. 

El  Gobiemo  de  Venezuela,  que  tiene  el  monopolio      d< 

Oontribncidn  sobre  la  sal.  -i       •  /  » 

la  sal,  ha  aumentado  recientemente  la  contribucionsot>rc 
este  articulo  en  14  c^ntimos  por  kilo.      Esto  probablemente  dar^  por  rcsulta.cio 
un  aumentoen  los  ingresos  de   2,000,000  de  francos,  pues  el  promedio  de  con- 
sumo  es  de  1 2,600,000  kilos  por  ano. 

Oportunidades  para  I08         ^^    *'  Venezuelan  Herald,"    en    uno     de    sus   ultimos 
NegocioB.  numeros,  dice  que  se  presentan  buenas  oportunidades,   en 

Caracas,  en  los  siguientes  ramos  del  comercio,  para  los  americanos  que  cucntcr 
con  un  pequeiio  capital  y  gran  actividad  :  carnicerias,  pastelerias,  fabricaci6n  "dc 
queso  y  mantequilla,  cria  de  aves,  talleres  de  pintura,  y  tapiceria. 


"^  5IJ. 

No 

■\n\cT 
mt 

Dab 


BOLETIM  MENSAL 

DA 

RETARIA   DAS  REPUBLICAS  AMERICANAS, 

UNIAO  iNTERNACIONAL  DAS  REPUBLICAS  AMERICANAS. 


JUNHO  DE  i8g8.  No.  12. 


ECRETARIA    DAS    REPUBLICAS    AMERICA- 

NAS. 

E   DESCRIPgAO    DE    SUA    ORIGEM,    CHARACTER   E    SEUS 

PROPOSITOS.* 

idea  da  formagao  de  uma  secretaria  ou  agencia  internacional 
lal  estivessem  representadas  as  Republicas  do  continente 
;ntal,  foi  suggerida  aos  delegados  acreditados  a  Conferencia 
lacional  Americana  que  se  reuniu  em  Washington  em 
-91,  pela  Conferencia  que  teve  lugar  em  Bruxellas  em  Maio 
88,  que  adoptou  o  piano  de  uma  uniao  internacional  para  a 
:a9ao  de  tarifas  de  alfandega,  etc.  A  Secretaria  da  UniSo 
1  Universal,  sob  a  direc9ao  do  Governo  de  Suissa,  foi  citada 
:ommissSo  da  Conferencia  Internacional  Americana,  a  qual 
etteu  o  piano  original  para  a  Secretaria  Americana,  como 
plo  da  economia  e  praticabilidade  de  tal  empreza. 
►  dia  29  de  Mar9o  de  1890,  a  Conferencia  Internacional 
icana,  com  o  voto  unanime  dos  delegados  dos  dez  e  oito 
5  representados  nella,  a  saber:  A  Republica  Argentina, 
ia,  Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia,  Costa  Rica,  Equador,  Guate- 
Haiti,    Honduras,    Mexico,   Nicaragua,    Paraguay,    Peru, 

)resso  tambem  em  forma  de  folheto  para  ser  distribuido  na  £xposi9flo  Trans- 
ippiana  de  Omaha. 

Bull.  No.  12 8  2185 
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Salvador,  Estados  Unidos,  Uruguay,  c  Venezuela,  dispoz  que  se 
estabelecessc  uma  associatj^o  que  se  conhccesse  com  o  nomc  de 
"A  Uniao  Internacional  das  Republicas  Americanas,  para  2 
prompta  compila^So  e  distribui^iio  de  dados  sobre  o  commercio," 
a  qua!  seria  representada  na  Capital  dos  Estados  Unidos  por  uma 
Secretaria  com  o  titulo  de  "A  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Ameri- 
canas." Esta  Secretaria,  que  podemos  chamar  org^o  dos  gover- 
nos  indcpendentes  do  Novo  Mundo,  fbi  posta  sob  a  vigilancia 
do  Sccrctario  de  Estado  dos  Estados  Unidos,  dererminando-se 
em  dez  annos  o  periodo  de  sua  dura^So,  prorogaveis  indefinida- 
mente  por  periodos  de  dez  annos,  caso  de  que  as  na9oes  que  nella 
tbrmam  parte  o  considerassem  vantajoso. 

Na  primeira  sessio  do  Congresso  5,1°  dos  Estados  l'nidos,o 
dito  corpo,  por  um  dccreto  sob  o  titulo  de  "Acto  pelo  qual  sc 
destinam  fundos  para  a  manuten^io  do  servi^o  diplomaticu  c  con- 
sular, etc.,"  approvado  no  dia  14  de  Julho  de  i8cjo,  autorisou  0 
Presidente  pam  p«'»r  em  pratica  as  recommenda^des  da  Contercncia, 
em  quanto  o  julgasse  conveniente,  e  votou  a  quantia  de  $36,000 
para  a  organisa9ao  e  o  estabelecimcnto  da  Secretaria,  sonima  que 
OS  delegados  reunidos  na  Conterencta  tinham  disposto  nio  devia 
ser  excedida,  e  que  tinha  de  ser  adiantada  annualmente  pclos 
Estados  Unidos,  repartindo-se  enrre  as  demais  republicas  em 
quotas  proporcionadas  a  sua  popula^ao. 

No  dia  26  de  Agosto  de  1890,  o  Sr.  William  E.  Curtis  foi 
nomeado  Director  e  encarregado  de  organisar  a  Secretaria.  Pouco 
tempo  toi  necessario  para  que  mostrasse  quSo  sabio  tinha  sido  0 
procedimcnto  da  Conterencia  por  cujas  recommendac^des  se  tinha 
creado  a  dita  .Secretaria.  A  Secretaria  conquistou  immediata- 
mente  a  escima  do  publico  pelo  cuidado  e  a  habilidade  manitcs- 
tados  no  desempenho  de  suas  importantes  func^oes  de  compilar, 
reunir  c  disscminar  intbrma96cs  relativas  as  fontes  de  riqueza,  0 
desenvolvimento  e  as  opportunidades  commerciaes  que  offereciam 
as  republicas  hispano-americanas,  ao  mesmo  tempo  que  aprcsen- 
tava  a  ellas  as  vantagens  que  offerecem  os  mercados  dos  Estados 
Unidos. 

A  confcrencia  tinha  definido  os  propositos  da  Secretaria,  quf 
erain  preparar  e  publicar  boletins  acerca  do  commercio  e  as  /bnfes 
de  riqueza  das  Republicas  Americanas  e  subministrar  in/orin^ 
90es  de   interesse  para  os  tabricantes,  commerciantes   c  emb^v 
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s  cujos  dados  deviam  estar  sempre  a  disposi9ao  daquelles 
desejarem  obter  imforma96es  acerca  dos  regulamentos  e  das 
s  de  alfandega,  do  commercio  e  da  navega9ao  daquelles 
:s. 

pessoal  de  empregados  escolhidos  pelo  Sr.  Curtis  estava 
)osto  de  traductores  competentes  nas  linguas  hespanhola  e 
igueza,  amanuenses,  tachygraphos,  etc.,  a  cujo  cargo  estava 
obra  nada  facil  por  certo.  Ao  comecar  os  trabalhos,  tornou-se 
jsario  formar  ao  redor  de  um  pequeno  nucleo,  uma  bibliotheca 
Liblica96es  estatisticas  e  officiaes  dos  govemos  que  contribuiarn 
I  fim  commum,  bibliotheca  que  e  hoje  unica  de  seu  genero 
luitos  respeitos.    Esta  formada  de  obras  officiaes  e  de  character 

referentes  as  republicas  americanas,  muitas  de  cujas  obras 
1  concribuidas  gratuitamente  por  ditos  governos.     Recebem-se 

as  principaes  publica9oes  diarias  e  periodicas  da  America 
1,  as  quaes  se  guardam  e  tcm  sido  de  utilidade  para  o  Corpo 
omatico  e  para  outros  que  tem  solicitado  informa96es  acerca 
)aizes  do  sul.  Nao  ha  outro  lugar  onde,  em  forma  tao  con- 
,  se  podem  conseguir  identicas  informa96es,  e  nem  ha  outra 
z(^^o  que  ofFere9a  as  mesmas  facil  idades  para  o  estudo  dos 
SOS  costumes  da  America  hespanhola,  sua  sociedade,  sua  his- 
e  seu  commercio.  O  numero  de  publica96es  existente  na 
3theca  da  Secretaria  e  como  segue : 

icadernados  em  tela,  1,542;  em  papel  ou  folhetos,  2,318; 
ica95es  periodicas,  140;  diarias,  65,  o  que  faz  um  total  de 
J  publica9oes,  cujo  numero  se  augmenta  constantemente  pela 
)ra  e  pela  contribui9ao. 

principal  trabalho  da  Secretaria  durante  os  oito  annos  de  sua 
encia,  tem  sido  a  compila92io  de  manuaes  e  directorios  com- 
iaes  que  se  tem  publicado  e  que  continuam  a  ser  publicados 
dicamente,  nos  quaes  estao  representados  todos  os  paizes  que 
ibuem  a  sua  manuten9ao  e  as  distinctas  colonias  do  velho 
do  no  hemisphero  occidental.  Estas  obras  contem  informa- 
geraes  e  especiaes  da  natureza  das  que  solicitam  os  commer- 
es,  OS  fabricantes,  e  os  embarcadores  dos  continentes  ameri- 
>.  As  ditas  publica9oes  tem  sido  preparadas  com  as 
ma96es  que  se  tem  recebido  de  fontes  officiaes  e  authenticas, 
occupar-se  das  de  igual  natureza  que  ja  se  tenham  feito,  e  sua 
ira9ao  tem  custado  muito  trabalho,  estudo,  correspondencia,  e 
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gastos.  Este  ultimo  tern  sido  sempre  um  serio  inconvenient: 
contra  o  qual  tern  tido  de  luctar  os  directores  da  Secretari; 
Todos  tern  comprehendido  a  magnitude  do  campo  que  se  abria 
Secretaria  desde  seu  estabelecimento,  e  faz-lhes  honra,  que  com  c 
escassos  recursos  a  sua  disposi9ao  tem  feito  tanto  para  ensinar  a.c 
povos  dos  paizes  que  formam  a  Uni^o  Internacional  quaes  s,^ 
suas  riquezas  e  sua  capacidade  commercial,  como  se  augments, 
commercio  e  como  se  fazem  mais  abertas  as  rela96es  fraternaes  qu 
existem  entre  elles. 

Quando  a  Secretaria  comecou  esta  lisonjeira  tarefa,  era  geral  a 
ignorancia  que  existia  a  respeito  das  condi9oes  politicas,  commer- 
ciaes  e  sociaes  de  todas  as  na9oes  que  hoje  tem-se  unido  para  seu 
bem  estar  commum,  emquanto  que  publica96es  em  inglez,  con- 
sideradas  como  fidedignas,  em  um  grande  numero  de  casos  resulta- 
vam  estar  completamente  erradas  em  suas  aprecia9oes  acerca  dos 
paizes  da  America  Central  e  do  Sul.     O  cuidado  com  que  se 
preparam  os  boletins  da  Secretaria,  e  o  facto  de  que  estes  estao 
submettidos  antes  de  publical-os  ao  exame  e  correc9ao  dos  agcntes 
diplomaticos  ou  empregados  dos   governos  dos  paizes  sobre  os 
quaes  versam,  Ihes  d^o  o  character  de  fidedignos,  verdadeiros  e 
authenticos.     Prova  abundante  de  que  se  reconhecem  estas  quali- 
dades  e  o  facto  de  que  tanto  os  boletins  como  as  outras  publica- 
9oes    feitas   pela    Secretaria,    tem   sido  causa  de   que   se  tcnha  ' 
corrigido  o  texto  de  encyclopedias  populares,  geographias  e  outros . 
livros  de  escola  referentes  aos  paizes  da  America  latina.  ' 

Desde  o  estabelecimento  da  Secretaria,  a  procura  de  suas  pul>| 
lica96es  foi  grande,  sendo  superior  ao  numero  de  exemplares  pub| 
licados  com  os  fundos  limitados  a  disposi9ao  da  Secretaria. 
primeiro    Director   teve   de  fazer   frente  a  isto,  que  affectava 
esphera  de  utilidade  da  Secretaria,  pois  milhares  de  pessoas,  c( 
o  direito  de  obter  as  informa96es,  encontravam-se  impossibilits 
de  adquiril-os.     Desde  que  se  estabeleceu  a  Secretaria  ate  0^ 
bro  de  1893,  ^^  publica95es  foram  distribuidas  gratis  e  as  edij 
que   dellas  se   faziam  de  cincoenta    mil    ou  menos  exempi 
estavam  restringidas  necessariamente  ao  uso  de  algumas  biblij 
cas  publicas,  organisa95es  commerciaes  e  pessoas  interessa^ 
modo  directo  no  commercio  dos  paizes  de  que  aquellas  tral 
Os  pedidos  dos  boletins  nos  Estados  Unidos  somente,  alcanj 
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durante  o  primeiro  anno  da  existencia  da  Secretaria,  trinta  e 
oito  mil  e  os  das  outras  republicas  alcan9aram  mais  ou  menos 
igual  numero. 

Durante  osegundo  anno,  a  procura  das  ditas  publica96es  cbegou 

a  adquirir  taes  propor96es,  foram  t^o  numerosos  os  pedidos  dos 

menibros  do  Congresso  para  seus  constituintes,  que  na  prinneira 

sessao  do   Congresso   52°  se    ordenou   a  publica92Lo   de  edi96es 

especiaes  dos  principaes  boletins  para  ser  distribuidas  entre  os 

senadores  e  os  representantes.     Nao  foram  menos  os  pedidos  feitos 

pelas  escolas  publicas  dos  Estados  Unidos,  cuja  atten9ao  especial 

tinha  sido  dirigida  ao  estudo  das  quest6es  da  America  hespanhola 

com  a  reuniSo  da  Conferencia  Internacional  Americana;  comtudo, 

^ra   impossivel,   bem   como    infortunado,   que    mais    de    11,000 

bibliothecas  publicas  dos  Estados  Unidos,  sem  contar  com  as  das 

republicas  irmSs,  e  os  1 20,000,000  de  habitantes  das  dez  e  nove 

republicas  da  Uni^o  nao  puderam  gozar  de  umadistribui9ao  justa 

das  publica9oes  da  Secretaria. 

Fazer  frente  a  esta  procura  e  aos  pedidos  cada  dia  crescentes 
daquelles  em  beneficio  dos  quaes  se  tinha  estabelecido  a  Secretaria, 
era  uma  quest^o  difRcil  de  resolver  e  que  se  tinha  apresentado 
muito  cedo  ao  estudo  da  junta  directora  da  Secretaria.,  O  segundo 
director,  o  Sr.  Clinton  Furbish,  que  entrou  a  desempenhar  suas 
func96es  no  dia  18  de  Maio  de  1893,  e  continuou  nellas  ate  o  dia 
29  de  Mar9o  de  1897,  P^blicou  em  Outubro  de  1893,  uma  circu- 
lar explicativa  dos  factos  mencionados  e  na  qual  annunciava  que 
dahi  em  diante  se  cobraria  um  preco  muito  pequeno  para  todas 
as  publica96es,  com  o  objecto  de  conseguir  assim  que  sua  distri- 
l)ui9ao  fora  imparcial.  Esta  medida  que  ao  principio  se  creiou 
<jue  daria  em  resultado  uma  diminui9ao  no  numero  de  pedidos, 
provou  em  poucos  mezes  que  a  Secretaria  tinha-se  feito  mais 
necessaria  aos  elementos  commerciaes  dos  difFerentes  paizes  inte- 
Tessados  nella,  do  que  antes  se  tinha  crido.  Os  pedidos  de  informa- 
96es  e  publica9oes  augmentaram  cada  vez  mais,  e  ha  razoes  de 
esperar  uma  boa  renda  para  augmentar  o  escopo  da  Secretaria, 
proveniente  desta  fonte. 

Durante  a  administra9ao  do  Sr.  Furbish,  de  conformidade 
com  as  recommenda95es  feitas  pela  Conferencia  Internacional 
Americana,  comecou-se  a  publicar  o   Boletim   Mensal,  com  o 
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objecto  de  conseguir  e  publicar  informa9oes  acerca  das  varias 
industrias  das  difFerentes  republicas  e  a  possibilidade  das  van- 
tagens  no  seu  desenvolvimento.  O  primeiro  destes  boletins  foi 
publicado  em  Outubro  de  1893,  ^^^  ^  titulo  "O  cafe  na  Amer- 
ica;" o  segundo  sahiu  a  luz  em  Novembro,  com  o  nomc  de 
"  Carvao  e  Petroleo  em  Colombia."  A  publicacao  esta  hoje  no 
quinto  volume.  O  tamanho  crescente  desta  obra  e  a  melhor 
prova  do  exito  que  tem  alcan9ado  entre  aquelles  para  cujo  bene- 
ficio  foi  estabelecida  a  Secretaria. 

Durante  o  anna  de  1896,  os  representantes  dos  paizes  que  com- 
p6em  a  "  UniSo  Internacional  das  Republicas  Americanas,"  deram 
um  passo  da  maior  importancia.  Com  o  objecto  de  por  em  pra- 
tica  OS  propositos  evidentes  dos  organisadores  deste  movimento, 
se  enviou  um  convite  aos  representantes  acreditados  das  na^oes 
que  formam  a  UniSo,  para  que  reunissem  com  o  Secretario  de 
Estado  dos  Estados  Unidos,  com  o  objecto  de  estudar  o  piano 
que  no  futuro  seguiriam  os  trabalhos  da  Secretaria,  assim  como 
tambem  de  ampliar  sua  esphera  de  ac9ao.  A  reuniSo  verificou-se 
na  Secretaria  de  Estado  em  Washington,  no  dia  1  ^  de  Abril  de 
1896,  estando  representadas  todas  as  na95es  independentes  da 
Uniao,  excepto  a  Republica  Argentina,  Bolivia,  Paraguay,  Santo 
Domingo  e  Haiti.  Foi  o  mais  notavel  das  discussoes  que  tive- 
ram  lugar,  o  interesse  que  todos  mostraram  pelos  trabalhos  da 
Secretaria  e  seu  desejo  de  augmentar  sua  utilidade.  Nomeou-se 
uma  commiss2lo  composta  de  cinco  membros  para  que  intbr- 
masse  acerca  do  melhor  meio  de  por  em  pratica  as  ideas  dos 
representantes.  Formaram  a  dita  commissSo,  os  Srs.  Don  MatIas 
Romero,  Enviado  Extraordinario  e  Ministro  Plenipotenciario  do 
Mexico;  Salvador  de  Mendon^a,  E.  E.  e  M.  P.  do  Brazil; 
Josfe  Andrade,  E.  E.  e  M.  P.  de  Venezuela;  Antonio  Lazo 
Arriaga,  E.  E.  e  M.  P.  de  Guatemala;  Joaquim  Bernardo 
Calvo,  Encarregado  de  Negocios  interino  (logo  nomeado  Minis- 
tro Residente)  de  Costa  Rica. 

Depois  de  um  extenso  estudo  das  materias  que  Ihes  foram  sub- 
mettidas,  a  Commiss^o  apresentou  seu  relatorio  final  no  dia  4  de 
Junho  de  1896,  o  qual  foi  adoptado  pelos  representantes  como 
base  de  governo  para  os  interesses  da  Uni^o.  Dizia  o  relatono 
que  o  proposito    da  Conferencia    Internacional   Americana  iO\ 
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cstabelecer  uma  reparti9ao  dc  character  absolutamente  interna- 
cional;  que  em  virtude  deste  proposito  era  de  desejar  que  os 
cidadaos  dos  di versos  paizes  que  tormam  a  Uniao  fossem  igual- 
mente  elegiveis  em  concurso  e  previa  exame,  para  todos  os  postos 
da  Secretaria ;  que  o  interesse  commum  seria  servido  si  se  esten- 
desse  o  escopo  dos  trabalhos  da  Secretaria  fazendo-a  o  org^^o  da 
Uniao,  nao  somente  com  o  objecto  de  compilar  e  disseminar 
intorma95es  commerciaes,  mas  tambem  para  o  de  tratar  de  todo 
assumpto  relativo  a  vida  economica  e  crescimento  dos  paizes  da 
Uniao;  que  esta  ampliacSo  da  esphera  de  ac9ao  da  Secretaria 
necessita  de  augmento  de  gastos  ainda  que  c  de  desejar-se  que  as 
obrigaijoes  dos  governos  nao.  excedam  os  limites  do  or9amento 
original ;  que  com  a  insercfio  de  annuncios  na$  publica95es  da 
Secretaria  se  poderia  fazer  face,  provavelmente,  a  novos  gastos; 
dadas  estas  consideracoes,  o  relatorio  recommendou  que  se  desse 
autorisa9ao  ao  Director  da  Secretaria  para  proceder  immediata- 
mente  ao  que  for  necessario  para  a  inser9ao  de  annuncios  nas  pub- 
lica95es  e  propoz  um  piano  para  a  reorganisa9ao  da  Secretaria,  no 
qual  se  davam  certos  regulamentos  das  exames  dos  pretendentes 
ou  empregados,  e  creava-se  uma  CommissSo  Executiva  perma- 
nente,  composta  de  cinco  dos  representantes  das  na9oes  ameri- 
canas  que  formam  a  Uniao. 

Destes,  quatro  serao  chamados  por  turno  para  servir  ex  officio  na 
Commissao,  seguindo  para  sua  elei9ao  a  ordem  alphabetica  dos 
nomes  de  suas  respectivas  na96es,  n'uma  das  quatro  linguas  da 
UniSo  que  se  tenha  escolhido  prcviamente  por  sorte,  n'uma  reuniao 
dos  representantes,  sendo  sempre  o  Secretario  de  Estado  membro 
ex  officio  da  Commissao.  Ao  fim  do  primeiro  anno  o  primeiro 
membro  da  Commissao  sera  substituido  pelo  que  occupava  o 
quinto  lugar  na  lista  alphabetica,  o  segundo  pelo  sexto  ao  fim  do 
segundo  anno,  e  assim  successivamente  em  rota9iio  de  anno  em 
anno.  A  Commissao  Executiva  celebrara  uma  sessio  ordinaria 
na  primeira  segunda-feira  de  cada  mez  e  rcunir-se-ha  em  sessSo 
extraordinaria  quando  o  determinar  o  Secretario  de  Estado  e 
quando  o  exigir,  uma  maioria  de  seus  membros  podera  convocar 
uma  reuniao  de  todos  os  representantes  da  Uniao.  A  Commissao 
Executiva  funccionara  como  junta  de  vigilancia  da  administra9ao 
da  Secretaria,  e  tres  de  seus  membros,  seja  pessoalmente  ou  por 
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meio  de  agentes  designados  por  elles  formarao  parte  do  tribunal  dc 
exames  para  os  candidatos  a  postos  na  Secretaria ;  tambeni  exami- 
nara  as  contas  da  Secretaria. 

O  Director  tem  de  apresentar  um  relatorio  aos  governos  que  tor- 
mam  a  UniSo  t^o  prompto  como  seja  possivel  depois  do  primeiro 
de  J  ulho  de  cada  anno,  dando  conta  dos  trabalhos  da  Secretaria 
durante  o  anno  transcorrido.  Este  relatorio,  alem  de  apresentar 
conta  detalhada  das  rendas  e  despezas  durante  o  anno  a  que  sc 
refere,  indicara  as  quotas  que  devem  pagar  os  respectivos  paizes 
que  formam  a  UniSo,  e  contera  um  or9amentc  de  receitas  e  des- 
pezas para  o  anno  seguinte.  Pediu-se  a  cada  um  dos  governos 
que  enviassem  uma  colleccao  de  suas  leis,  e  publicacoes  relativas 
a  sua  geographia,  industrias,  commercio  e  recursos  em  geral.  As 
publica96es  da  Secretaria,  seja  na  forma  de  boletins  mensaes,  ou 
de  manuaes,  ou  monographias,  deverio  referir  de  um  modo  especial 
a  assumptos  commerciaes,  taes  como  direitos  de  alfandega,  meios 
de  transporte,  or9amentos,  estatisticas  e  qualquer  outra  materia 
referente  ao  commercio  e  as  industrias  em  geral  das  na96es  que 
compoem  a  Uniao,  e  alem  disto,  informa96es  geographicas,  desco- 
brimentos,  explora96es  e  qualquer  assumpto  que  servir  para  aug- 
mentar  o  conhecimento  das  condi9oeseconomicas  e  os  recursos  de 
cada  paiz. 

O  primeiro  numero  do  Boletim  Mensal  que  se  publicou 
depois  de  ter  come9ado  a  solicitar  annuncios,  foi  o  correspondentc 
ao  mez  de  Novembro  de  1896,  o  qual  continha  trinta  e  nove  annun- 
cios de  casas  de  commercio  notaveis.  O  numero  de  Janeiro  con- 
tinha quarenta  e  sete  annuncios,  e  desde  entao  cresccu  tao  rapida- 
mente  o  numero  dos  que  annunciavam  na  dita  publicacao  que 
para  o  mez  de  Novembro  de  1896,  tinha  cento  quarenta  e  uma 
paginas  entre  texto  e  annuncios  e  para  o  mez  de  Abril  de  1898, 
contava  trescentas  vinte  e  quatro  paginas  das  quaes  cento  vinte  c 
nove  continham  annuncios  de  casas  dos  Estados  Unidos.  Ate  0 
primeiro  de  Mar90  de  1898,  se  solicitaram  annuncios  em  com- 
missao  e  desde  entao  se  suspendeu  este  costume. 

E  sorprendente  a  quantidadc  de  informa95es  especiaes  que  era 
sua  correspondencia  diaria  se  ve  obrigada  a  Secretaria  a  contestar. 
O  numero  de  perguntas  relativas  a  assumptos  commerciaes  quesc 
Ihe  dirigiram  durante  os  quatro  primeiros  mezes  de  sua  existencia 
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alcan9ou  setecentas;  hoje  pode  calcular-se  igual  numero  em  um 
termo  igual  de  semanas.     Estes  pedidos  de  informa9oes,  vem,  nat- 

uralmente,  de  commerciantes,  fabricantes  e  homens  de  negocio 

dos  Estados  Unidos,  que  desejam  augmentar  seu  conimercio  com 

as  Republicas  do  Sul,  e  e  neste  respeito  que  a  Secretaria  e  particu- 

larmente  util  aos  fabricantes  ou  exportadores  do  interior  e  das 

cidades  pequenas  dos  Estados  Unidos.     Os  que  solicitam  informa- 

9oes  sao  em  geral  fabricantes  de  materiaes  para  estradas  de  ferro, 

de  machinas  e  instrumentos  para  a  agricultura  e  a  mineracad, 

carros,  moveis,  papel,  ferragens,  artigos  de  couro,  joalheria,  drogas 

e  chimicos,  e  tambem  fabricantes  de  outros  productps  que  desejam 

sabei  si  nos  paizes  do  sul  havera  procura  para  elles  ou  si  se  adop- 

tam  ao  uso  daquelles  mercados. 

A  Secretaria  contesta  sempre  que  possa  fazel-o  e  em  referencia 
ao  caso  especial,  dando  os  conselhos  e  subministrando  as  informa- 
9oes  relativas  ao  clima  e  as  condi95es  do  mercado  que  procura  o 
solicitante  para  que  este  possa  adaptar  seus  productos  as  circum- 
stancias,  e  em  muitos  casos  se  o  poe  em  communica9ao  com 
pessoas  que  o  ajudam  a  introduzir  e  vender  suas  mercadorias. 
Mas  OS  que  solicitam  informa9oes  njlo  estSo  limitados  a  este  con- 
tinente,  nem  aos  commerciantes  e  aos  fabricantes.  Da  Europa 
assim  como  dos  Estados  Unidos,  chegam  centenas  de  cartas  per- 
guntando  acerca  do  clima,  do  solo,  das  leis,  as  minas,  os  salarios, 
OS  rriethodos  agricolas,  os  impostos,  as  condi9oes  sociaes,  etc.,  das 
republicas  americanas.  O  immenso  trabalho  necessario  para  con- 
testar  a  todas  estas  perguntas  que  abrangem  tao  largo  campo  e 
que  requerem  tanto  tempo,  investiga9ao  e  correspondencia  com  o 
objecto  de  obter  as  informa9oes  necessarias,  pesava  fortemente 
sobre  o  reduzido  pessoal  da  Secretaria,  de  modo  que  em  Setembro 
de  1897  se  creou  uma  reparti9ao  de  informa96es  com  o  objecto  de 
contestar  com  a  menor  demora  possivel  e  com  tanta  certeza  e  tao 
*xtensamente  como  se  pudesse,  os  muitos  pedidos  de  dados  espe- 
:^iaes  referentes  as  jepublicas  latino-americanas  que  diariamente  se 
•ecebiam  na  Secretaria.  Esta  reparti9ao  esta  a  cargo  do  Sr. 
Henry  L.  Bryan,  que  foi  o  primeiro  secretario  da  Secretaria 
desde  Fevereiro  de  1891  ate  20  de  Mar9o  de  1893. 

Entre  as  recommenda96es  feitas  pela  Conferencia  Internacional 
Americana,  havia  uma  advogando  a  publica92io  de  uma  nomen- 
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clatura  dos  artigos  de  mercadorias  que  se  importam  e  exportam. 
O  trabalho  de  preparar  este  catalogo  de  tcrmos  commcrciaes  foi 
concluido  em  1897.  A  obra  completa  consta  de  trcs  volumes 
em  inglez,  hespanhol  e  portuguez  com  os  equivalentes  corre- 
spondentes  em  cada  um  destes  idiomas,  segundo  o  caso.  Esta 
obra  e  o  fructo  de  sete  annos  de  trabalho.  Sao  incalculaveis  as 
vantagens  que  serao  derivadas  pelos  exportadores  e  impoitadores 
pela  publicacao  desta  obra.  Muitos  dos  termos  que  nella  sc 
encontram  n2Lo  apparecem  em  nenhum  diccionario  hespanhol  ou 
portuguez,  particularmente  no  que  se  refere  a  machinas  e  suas 
partes  componentes,  a  inven96es  e  apparelhos  electricos  que  0 
genio  moderno  produz  em  abundancia.  O  Ministerioda  Pazenda 
dos  Estados  Unidos,  em  Janeiro  de  1898,  adoptou  a  Nomenclatura 
Commercial  como  obra  de  texto  para  o  uso  de  todas  as  aliandegas 
de  sua  dependencia,  e  espera-se  que  muitas  si  nao  todas  as  outras 
na9oes  interessadas  no  piano  da  Secretaria  tambem  a  adoptem. 

O  trabalho  mais  importante  que  se  efFeituou  em  1897  *^'^ 
preparacao  do  Directorio  Commercial  das  Republicas  Americanas, 
come9ado  durante  a  administra9ao  do  finado  Director  Joseph  P. 
Smith,  cuja  morte  subita  teve  de  lamentar  a  Secretaria  aocomeco 
do  anno  de  1898,  menos  de  doze  mezes  depois  de  sua  nomea9ao. 
Pouco  depois  de  ter  entrado  o  Sr.  Smith  a  desempenhar  seu  cargo 
como  Director  (29  de  Mar90  de  1898),  ficou  convencido  de  que 
um  dos  meios  mais  efficazes  para  estreitar  as  rela9oes  dos  febri- 
cantes  e  dos  commerciantes  dos  varios  paizes,  dando  alento  deste 
modo  ao  desenvolvimento  da  industria  e  do  commercio,  era  por  a 
seu  alcance  uma  fonte  fidedigna  de  informa9oes,  dos  nomcs  das 
casas  que  se  occupam  em  ramos  especiaes  do  commercio  ou  da 
industria,  acompanhados  das  ultimas  informa95es  que  se  pudessem 
conseguir  referentes  as  fontes  de  riqueza,  o  commercio,  as  manu- 
facturas,  usos  commerciaes,  leis  de  propriedade  industrial  e  littera- 
ria,  licen9as  commerciaes,  tarifas  de  alfandega,  regulamentos  de 
passaportes,  leis  de  minas,  etc.,  das  republicas  -americanas  e  das 
colonias  das  Antilhas  e  da  America  Central  e  do  Sul,  com  as 
quaes  estao  tao  intimamente  ligados  por  la90s  commerciaes. 

Os  homens  de  negocio  dos  Estados  Unidos  tiveram  de  reco- 
nhecer  que  uma  obra  deste  genero  era  uma  das  mais  urgentcs 
necessidades  para  o  augmento  do  commercio  com  os  paizes  latino- 
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americanos.  A  empreza  foi  grande  e  causou  grandes  gastos  de 
dinheiro  e  se  empregou  muito  tempo.  Levou-se  a  cabo  com  o 
maior  cuidado  para  que  a  dita  publicacSo  se  reconhecesse  por  toda 
a  parte  como  autoridade  em  sua  classe.  O  primeiro  volume  foi 
publicado  oito  mezes  depois  de  comecado  o  trabalho  e  dentro  de 
pouco  sahira  a  luz  o  segundo.  O  primeiro  exemplar  do  volume 
primeiro  do  Directorio  Commercial,  publicado  pela  Secretaria  em 
Novembro  de  1897,  ^^^  apresentado  formalmente  ao  Presidente 
McKiNLEY,  pelo  Secretario  Sherman,  em  representa9So  da  Com- 
missao  Executiva  da  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas, 
accompanhado  de  outros  membros  da  dita  commissSo. 

Ao  por  a'obra  nas  maos  do  Presidente,  o  Secretario  disse  que 
nunca  tinha  sido  compilada  e  publicada  uma  obra  igual.  A  Secre- 
taria tem  recebido  de  todos  os  membros  do  Gabinete  dos  Esta- 
dos  Unidos  e  dos  Presidentes  e  membros  dos  gabinetes  de  todos 
OS  paizes  interessados  na  Uniio,  assim  como  tambem  das  princi- 
paes  juntas  de  commercio,  cartas  que  recommendam  esta  grande 
obra.  Muitas  das  casas  de  commercio  mais  notaveis  dos  Estados 
Unidos  tem  elogiado  a  dita  publica9ao,  considerando-a  como  que 
vem  para  supprir  da  maneira  mais  completa  uma  necessidade  que 
se  lazia  sentir  desde  ha  muito  tempo,  e  que  da  uma  idea  do  juizo 
maduro  e  do  espirito  adiantado  do  finado  Director. 

A  morte  do  Sr.  Smith,  o  Secretario  de  Estado  deu  instruc96es 
ao  Sr.  Frederic  Emory,  chefe  da  Reparti93o  de  Commercio 
Estrangeiro  do  Ministerio  de  Estado,  para  que  se  encarregasse  da 
Secretaria  em  capacidade  de  Director  interino,  e  no  dia  28  de 
Fevereiro  de  1898,  por  resolu9ao  da  Commissao  Executiva,  foi 
nomeado  Director  provisoriamente.  O  Sr.  Emory  continuou  o 
trabalho  onde  o  tinha  deixado  seu  predecessor  e  se  occupa  em  prose- 
guirosinteresses  geraesda  Uniao  Internacional,  seguindo  o  mesmo 
piano  tao  habilmente  concebido  pelo  Sr.  Smith.  O  Sr.  Emory 
desempenhou  o  cargo  de  secretario  da  Secretaria  desde  Mar9o  de 
1893  ate  17  de  Abril  de  1894,  data  em  que  foi  nomeado  chefe  da 
Reparti9ao  de  Commercio  Estrangeiro  (que  era  entSo  a  Repar- 
ti92Lo  de  Estatisticas),  cujos  trabalhos  s^o  semelhantes  aos  que 
desempenha  hoje  como  Director  desta  Secretaria.  NSo  foi  ate  2 1 
de  Maio  de  1898  que  se  nomeou  o  successor  do  Sr.  Emory  como 
secretario  da  Secretaria,  cargo  que  tinha  ficado  vago.     Nessa  data 
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se  designou  para  desempenhar  as  func9oes  de  secretario,  o  Dr. 
HoRACio  Guzman,  por  autorisa9ao  especial  da  Commissao  Exe- 

cutiva. 

Um  dos  maiores  obstaculos  contra  o  desenvolvimento  do  com- 
mercio  entre  os  Estados  Unidos  e  seus  vizinhos  do  Sul  e  das 
Antilhas  que  existia  antes  do  estabelecimento  da  Secretaria,  era 
a  ignorancia  por  parte  dos  commerciantes  e  fabricantes  daquelle 
paiz,  das  necessidades  especiaes  dos  mercados  que  desejavani 
dominar.  A  maneira  de  fazer  desapparecer  este  obstaculo,  abrir 
aquelles  mercados  as  mercadorias  dos  Estados  Unidos,  de  modo 
de  fazer  que  o  commercio  de  todas  dependa  de  umas  e  outras 
entre  si,  tern  sido  objecto  de  muito  serio  estudo.  Aqui  foi  que  a 
Secretaria  veiu  para  soccorrer  o  commerciante  e  o  fabricante,  mos- 
trando  a  sabedoria  da  Conferencia  que  a  tinha  estabelecido. 

Algumas  pessoas  declaravam  que  todos  os  pianos  da  Conferen- 
cia Internacional  Americana  eram  chimericos  e  consideravam  seus 
resultados,  a  Secretaria,  como  um  projecto  extravagante  e  inutil. 
Comtudo,  a  importancia  desta  Secretaria  como  grande  factor  na 
economia  social  e  commercial  de  todo  o  continente  occidental,  ja 
foi  mostrada  por  maneira  clara  e  pratica.  Hoje  nao  e  uma  theoria. 
Tem  sido  reconhecida  pelo  Congresso  dos  Estados  Unidos  que 
no  corrente  anno  tem  dado  prova  do  que  aprecia  seus  trabalhos  e 
sua  utilidade,  votando  um  or^amento  por  uma  grande  somma  para 
cobrir  o  deficit  proveniente  dos  gastos  feitos  em  compilar,  classifi- 
car  e  publicar  a  grande  quantidade  de  dados  que  se  tem  dado  ao 
publico  sob  o  nome  de  Directorio  Commercial  das  Republicas 
Americanas,  e  tambem  approvando,  sem  um  so  voto  em  contrario, 
o  or9amento  para  a  manuten92io  da  Secretaria  durante  o  proximo 
anno  fiscal. 

As  principaes  sociedades  mercantis  dos  Estados  Unidos  e  dos 
outros  paizes  que  formam  a  UniSo,  tem  reconhecido  tambem  a 
utilidade  da  Secretaria,  como  o  evidencia  o  immenso  numero  de 
annuncios  de  casas  notaveis  que  encerra  em  suas  paginas  o  Bole- 
TiM  Mensal.  Que  a  Secretaria  tem  estimulado  boas  rela96es  de 
amizade,  augmentado  o  commercio  e  desenvolvido  interesses  com- 
merciaes  de  importancia,  ja  tem  sido  provado  sem  duvida,  pelo 
menos  com  o  augmento  das  communica9des  postaes  entre  os 
Estados   Unados  e  os    paizes   latino-americanos    que  tem   tido 
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lugar  durante  os  ultimos  oito  annos.  O  resultado  nao  podia  ser 
mais  natural ;  a  Secretaria  que  poe  o  productor  em  communica9^o 
directa  com  o  consumidor,  deve  ter  immenso  valor  no  mundo 
commercial  e  so  necessita  dos  meios  necessarios  para  mostrar  sua 
utilidadc  e  sua  capacidade  de  satistazer  uma  necessidade  reconhe- 
cida. 


REUNIAO  DA  COMMISSAO  EXECUTIVA. 

APPROVAgAo    DOS    ACTOS  DO    DIRECTOR    PROVISORIO— 
NOMEA5AO  DE  SECRETARIO  DA  SECRETARIA. 

A  CommissSo  Executiva  da  Uniao  Intemacional  das  Repub- 
lican Americanas  reuniu-se  sabbado,  21  de  Maio,  as  1 1  da  manha, 
na  sala  diplomatica  da  Secretaria  de  Estado.  Estavam  presentes 
o  Secretario  de  Estado,  o  Honrado  William  R.  Day,  Presidente; 
o  Senhor  MatIas  Romero,  Ministro  do  Mexico;  o  Senhor  Jose 
Andrade,  Ministro  de  Vei^ezuela;  o  Senhor  Antonio  del  Viso, 
Encarregado  de  Negocios  da  Republica  Argentina,  e  o  Senhor 
Frederic  Emory,  Director  da  Secretaria  das  Republicas  Ameri- 
canas. Um  relatorio  do  Director,  no  qual  se  deu  conra  dos  tra- 
balhos  da  Secretaria  desde  a  data  da  nomea9ao  do  Director,  foi 
lido  e  appro V ado. 

O  Director  disse  que  tinha  recebido  cartas  de  varios  pontos 
approvando  o  methodo  seguido  pela  Secretaria,  e  que  entre  estas 
cartas  figuram  algumas  escriptas  por  pessoas  ou  casas  que  antes 
estavam  oppostas  aos  procedimentos  da  Secretaria.  Houve  uma 
troca  geral  de  impressoes  entre  os  membros  da  Commissao  a 
respeito  de  detalhes  da  Secretaria  e  se  expressou  satisfacao  pelos 
resultados  obtidos  da  nova  administra9ao  da  Secretaria  que  come- 
§ou  no  dia  28  de  Fevereiro.  A  CommissSo  adoptou  com  unani- 
midade  uma  resolu9ao  autorisando  ao  Director  para  nomear  um 
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secretario,  pendente  da  definitiva  reorganisac^o  da  Sccretaria. 
Levantou-se  a  sessao  depots  de  ter  tornado  o  accordo  de  que  a 
Commissaose  reunira  em  fins  de  Junho,  no  dia  que  mais  tarde 
sera  designado,  para  tratar  do  futuro  da  Secretaria. 

No  seu  relatorio  o  Director  disse  que  tinha  solicitado  a  coope- 
ra92lo  da  Associa^ao  Nacional  de  Fabricantes,  do  Museu  Com- 
mercial de  Philadelphia,  da  Junta  de  Commercio  de  New  York, 
e  de  outros  importantes  associacdes,  para  formar  tao  completa  como 
for  possivel,  a  lista  de  fabricantes  e  exportadores,  interessados 
especialmente  no  commercio  latino-americano,  a  qual  se  estava 
preparando  para  o  segundo  volume  do  Directorio  Commercial. 
Tambem  disse  que  tinha  recebido  daquellas  apoio  valioso,  o  qual 
dava  a  esperancja  de  que  os  resultados  desejados  seriam  obtidos. 

Accrescentou  que  a  maior  parte  do  segundo  volume  do  Direc- 
torio esta  em  prensa  e  que  se  espera  que  o  dito  volume  esteja 
prompto  para  sua  entrega  no  dia  15  de  Junho.  Como  se  encon- 
trou  que  o  pre9o  original  dos  dous  volumes  ($5)  n§o  era  sufB- 
ciente  para  cobrir  os  gastos,  foi  augmentado  a  $10  por  toda  a 
obra.  Isto  n^o  tem  encontrado  ate  o  presente  nenhuma  objec^o 
e  expressou-se  satisfeito  de  que  sobre  estas  bases  se  poderia  veader 
um  numero  de  exemplares  do  Directorio  sufRciente  para  cobrir  os 
gastos,  sem  que  a  Secretaria  tenha  de  solicitar  subscrip96es  em 
commissSo. 

Diz-se  tambem  no  relatorio  que  a  mudan9a  no  modo  de  con- 
duzir  OS  negocios  da  Secretaria,  abandonando  a  pratica  de  solicitar 
annuncios  em  commissao  parao  Boletim  Mensal,  longe  de  fazer 
diminuir  as  rendas  da  Secretaria,  dara  em  resultado,  provavel- 
mente,  o  objecto  que  no  principioa  Commissao  Executiva  se  pro 
poz,  que,  segundo  o  Director  cntendia,  consiste  em  obter  rendas 
applicaveis  ao  gradual  desenvolvimento  da  esphera  de  acxao  da 
Secretaria.  Tambem  se  fez  saber  a  Commissao  que  se  tinham 
emittido  circulares  solicitando  subscrip96es  para  o  Boletim  Men- 
sal;  que  estas  circulares  tinham  sido  dirigidas  a  fabricantes  e 
importadores  dos  Estados  Unidos,  e  que  as  respostas  recebidas 
indicavam  que  se  obteria  um  grande  numero  de  subscrip96cs. 

Eazendo  uso  da  autorisacao  dada  pela  Commissao  Executiva, 
o  Dr.  HoRACio  Guzman,  principal  traductor  hespanhol,  foi  no- 
meado  secretario  da  Secretaria,  pendente  sua  reorganisacio.  A 
Secretaria  tem  estado  sem   secretario  desde  que  o   Sr.    Frederic 
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Emory,  que  c  agora  Director  provisorio  da  Secretaria,  dou  sua 
demissao  nodia  lyde  Abril  de  1894.  Os  interesses  da  Secretaria 
necessitavam  da  provisio  deste  officio,  em  harmonia  com  a  inten- 
9ao  primitiva  da  Conferencia  Internacional  Americana.  O  novo 
secretario,  Dr.  Guzman,  e  latino-americano  e  pode  conversar  em 
hespaiihol  com  a  maioria  dos  representantes  da  Uniao,  e  tratar 
com  elles  sobre  qualquer  negocio  com  conhecimento  especial  das 
institui9oes  e  os  methodos  de  seus  respectlvos  paizes. 

O  Dr.  Guzman  e  natural  da  cidade  de  Granada,  Nicaragua,  e 
filho  do  General  Fernando  Guzman,  que  foi  Presidente  daquella 
Republica  de  1867  a  1871.  Recebeu  sua  educa9So  na  Fran9a  e 
nos  Estados  Unidos  e  tem  residido  neste  paiz,  com  a  excepcao  de 
curtos  intervallos  por  uns  dez  e  sete  annos.  Durante  nove  annos 
representou  Nicaragua  em  Washington,  como  Enviado  Extraor- 
dinario  e  Ministro  Plenipotenciario;  foi  membro  da  Conferencia 
Internacional  Americana,  e  tbi  nomeado  traductor  hespanhol  da 
Secretaria  das  Republicas  Americanas  em  Junho  de  1897,  depois 
de  ter  prestado  exame  em  concurso. 

O  Sr.  Arthur  W.  Fergusson,  membro  do  corpo  de  traductores 
da  Secretaria,  foi  nomeado  pela  commiss^o  Executiva  no  dia  28 
de  Fevereiro,  para  occupar  o  lugar  deixado  vago  pelo  Dr.  Guzman. 


RELAgOES  COMMERCIAES  NA  AMERICA.— XII.* 

RIQUEZAS  INTERIORES  DA  COSTA  OCCIDENTAL  DA  AMERICA 

MERIDIONAL. 

No  Boletim  Mensal  do  mez  de  Dezembro  de  1897,  discutiu- 
se  o  deFenvolvimento  da  costa  occidental  da  America  Meridional, 
principalmente  a  respeito  de  suas  rela96es  com  os  Estados- Unidos. 
Agora  nos  propomos  tratar  succintamente  da  riqueza  do  interior 
d'aquelles  paizes  do  continente  meridional  que  confinam  com  o 
oceano  Pacifico,  com  excepcao  da  Colombia,  a  qual  se  referia  o 
artigo  desta  serie  que  se  publicou   no  Boletim  do  mez  de  Maio. 

Os  paizes,  pois,  do  littoral  occidental,  ou  que  sao  vizinhos  a 
die,  sSo  a  Bolivia,  o  Chile,  o  Equador  e  o  Peru,  coUocados  por 

*0  primeiro  artigo  desta  scrie,  escripto  pelo  defunto  Sr.  Joseph  P.  Smith,  foi  publi- 
cado  no  Boletim  Mensal  do  mez  de  Julho  de  1807.  Continuar-se-ha  a  serie  por 
varies  collaboradores  segundo  o  piano  seguido  pelo  Sr.  Smith. 
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ordem  alphabetica.  A  Bolivia  e  a  Republica  mais  elevada  do 
novo  mundo,  e  seus  altissimas  planuras,  rodeadas  de  picos  ainda 
mais  altos,  acham-se  cobertas  de  vegcta9ao  e  ofFerecem  uraa 
morada  ao  homem  a  uma  altitude  maior  do  que  qualquer  outra 
terra  do  mundo. 

A  sua  area  estima-se  em  567,360  milhas  quadradas  inglezas, 
com   uma  popula9ao  de   2,000,000  habitantes,   pouco  mais  ou 
menos.     Si  se  considera  que  so  uma  quarta  parte  desta  populacao 
se  compde  de  gente   branca,  facilmente  se  comprehende  que  as 
grandes  riquezas  naturaes  deste  antigo  dominio  dos  Incas  jazem 
maninhas  e   pela  maior   parte   nao  desenvolvidas.      Ha   poucas 
industrias,  e  ainda  a  agricultura,  primeira  occupa9ao  do  homem, 
e  muito  atrasada.     Os  cereaes,  as  batatas,  o  feij^o,  etc.",  produzem- 
se  somente  em  quantidade  sufficiente  para  corresponder  a  procura 
domestica.     Exporta-se  o  cafe  para  a  Republica  Argentina  e  0 
Chile ;  e  ainda  que  o  solo  e  muito  proprio  para  a  cultura  da  canna 
de  assucar,  importa-se  do  Peru  mais  deste  artigo  do  que  se  fabrica 
no  paiz,  onde  a  canna  geralmente  se  cultiva  para  a  distillayao. 
A  borracha,  a  coca  e  a  quina  sao  productos  que  figuram  entre  os 
mais  importantes.     A  cultura  da  borracha  tem  agora  mais  impr- 
tancia  do  que  a  das  mais  outras,  e  tem  chegado  a  ser  uma  indus- 
tria  consideravel.     O  Governo  da  Bolivia  fomenta-a  por  meio  de 
concessoes  liberaes,  e  diversas  companhias  se  tem   formado  nos 
Estados-Unidos  para  se  occupar  da  extraccao  e  exporta9ao  da 
borracha  boliviana. 

A  Bolivia  e  a  morada  favorita  do  guanaco,o  qual  e  empregado 
universalmente  como  animal  de  carga,  e  cuja  carne,  quando  o  ani- 
mal e  ainda  pequeno,  e  muito  apreciada  como  alimento.  0 
guanaco  e  a  Ihama  s^o  conhecidos  como  os  camelos  do  novo  mundo. 
A  Ihama,  a  alpaca  e  a  vicunha  fornecem  las  de  qualidades  variadas. 
Immensos  rebanhos  destes  animaes  percorrem  a  superficie  abrupta 
do  paiz.  A  chinchilla  fornece  uma  rica  pelle,  que  e  um  artigo  dc 
commercio  muito  importante. 

A  riqueza  mineral  de  Bolivia  e  tSo  bem  conhecida  que  nio 
necessita  de  commentarios  aqui.  Cria-se  numero  prodigioso  de 
bois,  carneros,  bestas,  etc.  Estes  animaes  exportam-se  para  os  paizcs 
vizinhos,  porem  a  industria  e  susceptivel  de  muito  maior  desen- 
volvimento. 
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Em  razao  de  sua  situa9§o  isolada  e  a  falta  d'um  porto  de  mar 
desde  a  guerra  entre  o  Peru  e  o  Chile,  o  commercio  exterior  da 
Bolivia  passa  por  Arica,  Mollendo,  Antofagasta  e  os  portos  fluviaes 
do  Porto  Suarez  e  de  Villa  Bella.  Os  principaes  artigos  de  im- 
porta9ao  sSLo:  Prata,  borracha,  cobre,  la,  couros  e  pelles,  ouro, 
cafe,  coco,  e  quina. 

Nao  ha  reparti9ao  de  estatistica  na  Bolivia,  e  por  isso  e  summa- 
mente  difficil,  se  nao  impossivel,  obter  noticias  commerciaes  fide- 
dignas;  porem  p6de-se  dizer  que  o  commercio  dos  Estados-Unidos 
com  a  Bolivia,  pelo  que  respeita  aos  artigos  de  importa^ao,  nio  e 
nada,  e  que  quasi  nSlda  sao  os  de  exporta9ao.  Pode-se  dizer  que 
a  Allemanha  domina  o  commercio  de  importa9ao  da  Bolivia, 
porque  os  commerciantes  allem^les  forao  bastante  previdentes  para 
estabelecer  alii  casas  filiaes,  as  quaes  sao  todas  administradas  por 
subditos  do  Imperador  AUemao  que  habitao  no  paiz  e  fallam  bem 
a  lingua  hespanhola,  requisito  sem  o  qual  o  estfangeiro  nao  pode 
csperar  ter  bom  exito. 

Onde  a  popula9ao  india  predomina  tanto  e  as  suas  necessidades 
sSo  tao  poucas,  nao  se  pode  aguardar  nenhum  grande  augmento 
do  commercio  de  exporta9ao  ate  que  as  communica96es  rapidas 
e  o  contacto  com  o  mundo  exterior  tenha  creado  necessidades  que 
agora  sao  absolutamente  desconhecidas.  Um  kindergarten  com- 
mercial acarrearia  o  fim  desejado,  visto  que  a  illustra9ao  optica 
it  mais  productiva  de  resultados  do  que  todas  as  circulares  do 
mundo,  especialmente  n'um  paiz  onde  a  maior  parte  dos  habitantes 
nao  sabem  ler. 

Bolivia  tem  falta  de  vias  de  communicacao,  aquellas  grandes 
promotoras  do  commercio  e  da  industria.  Isto  e  devido  em 
grande  parte  a  sua  configura9ao  natural.  Ha  uma  estrada  de 
ferro  que  liga  o  porto  chileno  de  Antofagasta  a  fronteira  boliviana 
em  Ascotan,  d'onde  se  prolonga  ate  Uyuni,  na  Bolivia. 

Um  ramal  desta  estrada  vai  a  Huanchaca  e  a  Oruro,  sendo  o 
comprimento  total  de  perto  de  500  milhas.  Tem-se  outorgado 
concessdes  para  outras  linhas,  das  quaes  se  faz  actualmente  os  reco- 
nhecimcntos.  Uma  linha  tem  de  ligar  La  Paz,  a  capital,  a  fronteira 
do  Peril ;  outra  partira  do  rio  Paraguay,  na  parte  oriental  da  Boli- 
via, prolongando-se  ate   Santa  Cruz;    ainda  outra  tem  de  ligar 

Oruro  e  Cochabamba,  e  uma  quarta  tbrnecera  um  caminho  de 
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a90  entre  Chollapata  e  Potosi.  Faz-se  agora  o  reconhecimento 
de  uma  linha  que  deve  ligar  a  Bolivia  a  Republica  Argentina. 
Construem-se  novas  estradas  de  rodagem,  e  pontes  suspcnsas 
come9ain  a  atravessar  os  maiores  rios.  Em  1897  era  de  2,980 
milhas  o  comprimento  total  das  linhas  telegraphicas,  as  quaes  se 
estendiao  ate  a  Republica  Argentina  a  La  Paz  e  ate  o  oceano 
Pacifico  a  Oruro,  com  diversos  enlaces  no  interior. 

O  campo  que  offerece  a  Bolivia  aos  moradores  das  povoa9()cs 
coguladas  dos  centros  de  populacao  do  mundo  apresenta  muitos 
attractivos.  Abunda  de  materias  primas  para  muitas  industrias; 
possue  florestas  que  nunca  tem  resoado  com  o  golpe  do  machado; 
tem  milhares  de  leguas  quadradas  de  terrenos  ferteis  e  de  planicies 
dilatadissimas  que  so  aguardao  a  enxada  e  o  arado  do  prudente 
agricultor  para  recompensar  abundantemente  o  seu  trabalho; 
debaixo  de  sua  superficie  jazem  immensos  thesouros,  que  enrique- 
cerao  a  aquelle  que  os  tirar  para  a  luz  do  dia. 

Pedro  de  Valdivia,  que  capitaneou  a  segunda  expedi9ao 
hespanhola  contra  o  Chile,  comparou  o  paiz  a  uma  tolha  de  espada 
por  causa  de  seu  grande  comprimento  e  de  sua  grande  estreiteza. 
Este  simile  e  muito  justo,  visto  que  a  Republica  tem  2,270  milhas 
de  comprimento  e  de  40  a  200  milhas  de  largura.  Sua  area  e  de 
293,970  milhas  quadradas.  Mas  ainda  que  e  muito  estreita,  a 
maior  parte  de  seu  solo  e  d'uma  fertilidade  prodigiosa,  nao  sendo 
sua  popula9ao  de  nenhuma  maneira  excessivamente  densa,  ja 
que,  segundo  o  recenseamento  de  1895,  era  de  2,712,145,  sendo 
assim  a  densidade  da  populacao  de  9.2  habitantes  por  milha 
quadrada. 

E  mais  provavel  que  naquelle  anno  a  popula9§Lo  excedesse,  e 
agora  indubitavelmente  excede  a  3,200,000  habitantes,  a  maior 
parte  dos  quaes  sao  energicos  e  amigos  do  progresso.  Deste  numero 
um  milhao  e  meio  occupam-se  de  agricultura,  produzindo  perto 
de  28,500,000  fangas  de  trigc,  e  9,000,000  fangas  de  outros  cereaes, 
alem  de  legumes,  fructas,  etc.  Os  habitantes,  ainda  que  sSo  pouco 
numerosos,  sao  afamados  pelos  progressos  industriaes  que  tem  con- 

• 

seguido.  Diz-se,  e  ha  boa  autoridade  para  esta  asser9aio,  que  mais 
de  500,000  cabe9as  de  gado  vacum  e  2,000,000  cameiros,  cabras, 
etc.,  se  criam  no  paiz  cada  anno.  E  grande  a  produc9ao  de  cobre, 
prata,  ouro,  carvio  de  pedra,  manganez,  etc.  Os  depositos  de 
nitrato  que  pertencem  ao  Chile  cobrem  uma  area  de  220,356  acres, 
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calculandose  que  contem  a  dita  area  2,316  milhoes  quintaes  me- 
tricos  do  nitrato  do  commercio.  Estima-se  o  rendimento  total 
destes  depositos  em  1 ,092,000  toneladas.  Tem-se  empregado  cabe- 
daes  inglezes  em  grande  escala  nesta  industria. 

Pode  o  leitor  formar  uma  idea  do  descnvolvimento  industrial 
do  paiz  pelo  facto  que  em  1895,  no  Departamento  de  Valparaiso, 
cuja  popula9So  n^o  ascendiaa  200,000,  havia  41 7  estabelecimentos 
industriaes,  que  durante  o  anno  empregarao  materias  primas  cujo 
valor  era  de  20,057,573  pesos,  empregando  12,616  operarios,  com 
162  machinas  a  vapor,  as  quaes  tinhao  uma  for9a  total  de  1,766 
cavallos.  Entre  estes  estabelecimentos  figuravio  fabricas  de  gaz 
e  de  cerveja,  refinarias  de  assucar,  fabricas  de  carruagens  e  carros, 
engenhos  de  serrar,  fabricas  de  aguas  mineraes  e  arejadas,  etc.  Os 
cortumes,  como  pode  supp6r-se,  formao  um  ramo  florescente  da 
industria  manufactureira. 

Dos  paizes  da  America  Meridional,  o  Chile  foi  o  primeiro  que 
Lonstruio  estradas  de  ferro,  e  o  Governo  sempre  tem  promovido, 
>or  meio  de  subven96es  liberaes  e  de  leis  sabias,  o  augmento  de 
ma  via9ao  ferrea. 

No  principio  do  anno  de  1896,  era  o  comprimento  total  das 
inhas  de  estradas  de  ferro  na  Republica  de  2,080  milhas.  Deste 
:omprimento  possuia  o  Estado  e  tinha  em  trafego  838  milhas. 
CIorpora96es  particulares  possuiam  e  tinhao  em  trafego  1,242  mil- 
las,  pertencentes  a  quinze  linhas.  O  Governo  entao  possuia  331 
nilhas  em  construc9ao  e  em  estudos.  A  linha  principal  c  a  Cen- 
:ral,  pertencente  ao  Estado,  e  composta  de  tres  divisoes,  indo  a 
primeira  de  Valparaiso  a  Santiago  e  d'ali  a  Melipilla,  a  segunda 
ie  Santiago  a  Talca,  de  S.  Fernando  a  Alcones,  e  de  Pelequen  a 
Peumo;  a  terceira  de  Talca  a  Talcahuano,  de  S.  Rosendo  a  Tra- 
guen,  de  Santa  Fe  a  Los  Angeles  e  de  Robleria  a  Victoria,  sendo 
I  distancia  total  de  766  milhas.  Tem-se  recome9ado  os  trabalhos 
da  Estrada  de  Ferro  transandina,  que  deve  ligar  Santa  Rosa  a 
Mendoza,  trabalhos  que  ficavSo  suspensos  desde  um  tempo  con- 
bideravel,  e  ser^o  proseguidos  com  actividade  por  um  syndicado 
inglez.  Quando  tiverem  sido  concluidas  as  46  milhas  desta  linha 
que  ainda  estam  em  construc9ao,  havera-se  foijado  o  derradeiro 
elo  da  cadeia  que  deve  ligar  o  oceano  Atlantico  ao  Pacifico — 
Buenos-Aires  na  margem  d'aquelle  a  Valparaiso  na  margem  d'este. 
Assegura-se  que  os  comboios  de  grande  velocidade  percorrenio  em 


I 


2204  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

vinte-nove  horas  a  distancia  de  622  milhas  que  ha  entre  estes  dous 
portos.  Ha  25,000  milhas  de  caminhos  publicos  e  2,875  de  vias 
fluviaes. 

No  fim  de  1895,  era  de  6,965  milhas  o  comprimento  das  linhas 
telegraphicas  estadoaes,  com  8,330  milhas  de  fios. 

Compunha-se  a  marinha  mercante  do  Chile  em   1896  de   188 
navios  mercantes,  cuja  lota9ao  era  de  105,642  toneladas.     Destes 
navios  quarenta  e  dous  erao  vapores.     Linhas  de  vapores  inglezas, 
allemas  efrancezas  fazem  viajens  regulares  entre  ascostas  do  Chile 
e  da  Europa,  passando  pelo  estreito  de  Magalhaes,  e  se  mantem 
communica96es  directas  e  constantes  por  linhas  de  vapores  chilenas 
e  estrangeiras  ao  longo  da  costa  ate  Panama,  enla9ando  alii  com 
vapores  que  se  dirigem  aos  portos  dos  oceanos  Atlantico  e  Pacifico, 
aos  portos  dos  Estados-Unidos  que  se  acham  situados  na  margem 
do  golfo  do  Mexico,  e  aos  da  Europa. 

O  Chile  importa  a  maior  parte  das  fazendas  manufacturadas 
que  emprega;  o  Governo  porem  otFerece  incentivos  para  o  estabe- 
lecimento  de  novas  industrias,  e  deseja  muito  promover  as  indus- 
trias  manufactureiras.  Pouco  tempo  ha  o  Congresso  nacional 
authorisou  o  dispendio  de  $500,000  para  promover  empresas 
manufactureiras  de  ferro  e  a90,  havendo-se  demonstrado  que  se 
encontra  ferro  d'uma  qualidade  superior  no  paiz. 

Nunca  pode  a  Republica  ter  a  esperan9a  de  estabelecer  urn 
grande  commercio  de  exporta9ao  com  os  Estados-Unidos,  visto 
que  OS  principaes  artigos  que  exporta  s^o  trigo,  cobre,  prata, 
nitrato,  manganez  e  iodo,  sendo  os  ultimos  tres  os  unicos  dos 
artigos  enumerados  que  nSo  produzem  os  Estados-Unidos. 

Este  ultimo  paiz,  porem,  pode  augmentar  grandemente  o*seu 
commercio  de  exporta9ao  com  6  Chile  se  os  seus  commerciantcs 
consignarem  suas  mercadorias  a  casas  antigas  e  respeitaveis  em 
Valparaiso,  Santiago  e  em  outra  parte,  pois  estes  esmerar-se-hao 
em  vendel-as  vantajosamente.  Emfim,  pode-se  dizer  que  a  riqueza 
do  Chile  consiste  no  desenvolvimento  de  seus  magnificos  dons 
naturaes.  Visto  que  sua  escassa  popula9ao  e  falta  de  forcas  para 
desempenhar  a  tarefa  sem  ajuda,  e  claro  que  os  extrangeiros  que 
buscarem  alii  acharao. 

A  Republica  do  Equador,  em  cuja  superficie  abruptamente 
ondeada  cahem  verticalmente  os  raios  do  sol ;  onde,  em  razao  de  sua 
conformacao  physica,  reina  uma  confus^o  dos  elementos  c  da  vegc- 
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ta9ao — confundindo-se  o  ver§lo  com  o  inverno,  e  a  epoca  das  semea- 
duras  com  a  das  colheitas — e  essencialmente  um  paiz  agricola. 
Os  autores  que  a  tem  visitado  ponder^o  a  pobreza  da  linguagem 
para  descrever  a  riqueza  e  a  magnificencia  da  vegeta9So  d'aquella 
parte  do  continente  americano. 

So  em  florestas  possue  o  Equador  thesouros  quasi  incalcu- 
laveis.  A  costa  produz  cacao,  cafe,  tabaco,  marfim  vegetal,  toda 
a  sorte  de  fructas  tropicaes,  etc.  Nas  partes  povoadas  do  interior 
produzem-se  trigo,  cevada,  centcio,  milho,  canna  de  assucar,  etc. 
Achao-se  aqui  sete  especies  diversas  de  quina,  muitas  variedades 
de  palmeira,  pau  Brazil,  pau  santo,  ebano,  cedro  e  outras  arvores 
que  fornecem  madeiras  de  construc9ao ;  tambem  copal,  sangue  de 
drag^o,  estoraque,  e  diversas  especies  de  plantas  indigenas  que 
fornecem  materias  de  tinturaria ;  abundao  as  plantas  fibrosas,  e  o 
pinheiro  cujas  folhas  s^o  parecidas  com  parafusos  (Carludovica 
palmata)  que  da  a  materia  para  os  chapeos  que  sao  conhecidos  em 
todo  o  mundo  pela  denorriina9ao  de  chapeos  de  Panama. 

O  paiz  tambem  e  riquissimo  em  mineraes;  abundao  ouro, 
prata,  azougue  e  outros  mctaes;  a  industria  mineira  ainda  esta 
pouco  desenvolvida.  Limitao-se  as  industrias  manufactureiras 
principalmente  a  engenhos  de  assucar,  moinhos  de  trigo,  machinas 
de  serrar,  fabricas  de  algodao,  cortumes  e  fabricas  de  distilla9ao. 
Fabrica-se  chocolate  em  grande  quantidade,  e  chapeos  de  Panama 
^m  grande  numero. 

Os  priricipaes  artigos  de  exporta9ao  sao  cacao,  borracha,  cafe, 
cjuina,  marfim  vegetal,  chapeos,  couro  para  solas,  pelles  seccas, 
V)ambu,  tamarindos,  tabaco,  arroz  e  esteiras.     Quasi  todos  os  arti- 
gos que  se  fabricao  nos  Estados-Unidos  e  que  saoadequados  para 
xima  popula9So  de  1,270,000  habitantes,  dos  quaes  mais  de  dous 
ter9os  sSo  Indios,  podem  achar  um  mercado  aqui.     Esta  popu- 
la92Lo  esta  distribuida  sobre  uma  area  de  perto  de  120,000  milhas 
<juadradas,  o  qual   demonstra  que  a  mesma  despropor9ao  entre 
popula9ao  e  area  existe  aqui  que  em  todos  os  demais  paizes  do 
continente  meridional,  e  que  os  estrangeiros  que  queirao  prosperar 
podem  achar  aqui  occultos,  num  solo  que  nSo  necessita  de  adubos, 
OS  thesouros  da  natureza  que  nao  necessitao  senflo  de  ser  tirados 
a  luz  pelo  impulso  energico  do  trabalho  para  que  dem  rendimentos 
que  seriao  impossiveis  em  terras  menos  privilegiadas. 

As  vias  de  communica9ao  do  Equador  deixam  muito  a  desejar. 
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N'uma  grande  parte  do  paiz  nio  ha  senao  veredas  que  so  dao 
passo  a  um  cavallo.  NavegSo-se  os  rios  do  interior  por  meio  de 
alguns  poucos  vapores  construidos  nos  Estados  Unidos  e  no 
Equador,  e  de  uma  grande  frota  de  canoas  e  barquinhos. 

Ha  um  caminho  de  ferro — o  unico  que  possiie  a  republica — 
que  vai  de  Duran  (de  fronte  de  Guayaquil)  ate  a  Chimbo,  sendo  a 
distancia  de  58  milhas.  No  fim  do  anno  de  1897,  *^^  ^  Govemo 
do  Equador  um  contrato  com  um  capitalista  de  Nova  York  para 
a  extensao  desta  linha  ate  Quito,  sede  do  Govemo,  E  ousada  c 
custosa  a  empresa,  pois  alturas  que  variSo  entre  8,100  e  1,200  pes 
acima  do  nivel  do  mar  devem  ser  atravessadas  num  comprimento 
total  de  perto  de  404  milhas  entre  o  nivel  da  costa  e  Quito.  A 
via  e  atravessada  por  tantos  rios  e  arroios  que  se  calcula  que  sera 
necessaria  a  construcc^o  de  830  pontes  ao  longo  da  linha- 
Calcula-se  o  custo  da  obra  em  $17,530,000.  Ha  cinco  linhas  dc 
vapores  que  fazem  escala  regularmente  nos  portos  do  Equador, 
como  segue : 

A  Companhia  de  Navega92io  a  Vapor  do  Pacifico  (inglcza), 
e  a  Companhia  Sul-americana  de  Vapores  (chilena),  que  lazcm 
viagens  entre  Valparaiso  e  Panama,  fazendo  escala  em  Guayaquil; 
a  Linha  do  Golfo  (ingleza),  que  faz  viagens  entre  o  ultimo  porto 
e  Glasgow,  Liverpool  e  Greenock;  a  Linha  de  Vapores  Ham- 
burgo- Pacifico  (allemS),  que  faz  viagens  entre  Guayaquil  e  Ham- 
burg e  Antuerpia;  a  Linha  Pacifica  (franceza),  que  faz  viagens 
entre  o  Havre  e  os  portos  do  Pacifico  na  America  Meridional 
Ha  duas  linhas  principaes  que  fazem  viagens  irregulares:  a  Linha 
Kosmos  (allem^i)  que  faz  escala  em  Guayaquil  uma  vez  por  mcz 
pouco  mais  on  menos,  e  a  Linha  dos  Commerciantes,  que  sc 
comp5e  de  navios  inglezes  fretados  pelos  senhores  W.  R.  Grace  e 
Companhia,  de  Nova  York,  os  quaes  fazem  viagens  entre  Nova 
York  e  Guayaquil.  Os  navios  desta  linha  fazem  escala  tambem 
em  diversos  portos  chilenos  e  peruanos. 

O  Peru,  cuja  superficie  e  de  463,747  milhas  quadradas,  tern 
uma  popula9ao  de  2,621,844  habitantes.  Tres  seculos  ha  que  a 
men9^o  de  seu  nome  evoca  visoes  de  riqueza  e  opulencia,  e  estas 
visdes,  no  transcurso  d'uma  longa  serie  de  guerras  intemas  c 
externas,  vierilo  a  ser  olhadas  como  ficcdes  da  imagina9^o.  Porem 
nSo  sao  simples  fic96es;  ainda  existem  naquella  terra  tavorecida 
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bma  riqueza  e  abundancia  de  dons  naturaes  que  se  podem  con- 
vertir  no  meio  que  desenvolve  e  promove  a  industria  e  pelo  qual 
se  conseguem  as  commodidades  da  vida. 

Os  productos  agricolas  do  Peru  sSo  variados  e  abundantes,  vari- 
ando  entre  todos  os  da  zona  temperada  e  muitos  dos  da  torrida. 
Os  principaes  s2lo :  a  batata,  a  qual  o  Peru  em  primeiro  logar  deu 
a  conhecer  ao  mundo;  todos  os  cereaes,  a  canna  de  assucar,  o  cafe, 
o  algodao,  o  arroz,  o  fumo,  o  cacao,  uma  infinidade  de  fructas, 
muitas  plantas  medicinaes  e  fibrosas  e  paos  de  tinturaria;  os 
productos,  porein,  que  mais  avultam  entre  todos  sao  o  algodSo, 
o  cafe  e  o  assucar.  Em  1895,  foi  a  exporta9ao  de  algodSo  de 
5,500  toneladas.  A  cxporta9ao  annual  de  cafe  c  de  pouco  mais  o 
menos  de  1,060  toneladas.  Ha  95,000  acres  semeados  de  canna 
de  assucar,  e  a  produc9ao  em  1896-97  fbi  de  65,000  toneladas. 

Como  acontece  em  outros  paizes  onde  o  capital   estrangeiro 

come^a  a  procurar  emprego,  as  industrias  manufactureiras,  pelo  que 

respeita  aos  Estados  Unidos,  estao  ainda  na  infancia;  mas  tam- 

bem  a  este   respeito  se   conseguem   rapidos  progressos.       Uma 

tarifa  protectora  tem   estimulado,  nos  ultimos  annos,  o  espirito 

emprehendedor  dos  filhos  do  paiz,  e  tem-se  implantado  muitas 

industrias  importantes.     A  refina^^o  do  petroleo,  artigo  que  se 

acha  em  abundancia  no  paiz,  promette  chegar  a  ser  uma  fonte  de 

grande  riqueza  para  a  republica.     Opera-se  em  escala  bastante 

grande,  e  expona-se  kerosene   para  o   Equador,  a   Bolivia  e  o 

Chile.     Exporta-se  la  d'alpaca  na  quantidade  de  4,000,000  libras 

ao  anno,  sendo  seu  valor  de  perto  de  $2,000,000.     O  Peru  fabrica 

e  exporta  todos  os  annos  productos  chimicos,  drogas  e  materias  de 

tinturaria  no  valor  de  $7,500,000. 

Ponderar  a  riqueza  mineral  deste  opulento  paiz  seria  repetir  uma 
historia  muitas  vezes  narrada;  pode  dizer-se,  porem,  que  ainda  ha 
muitas  regides  absolutamente  intactas  que  dariSo  fortunas  aos  que 
tivessem  o  capital  sufficiente  para  as  desenvolver.  Calculava-se 
a  produc9ao  total  de  prata  do  Peru  em  1896  em  3,300,000  on9as. 
O  numero  de  estabelecimentos  para  a  lavra  das  minas  e  o  benefi- 
cio  dos  metaes  qbe  funccionavao  no  mesmo  anno  disse-se  ser  de 
56,  com  um  capital  total  de  18,781,000  soles  (o  sol  vale  actual- 
mcnte  perto  de  41  cents),  sendo  peruanas  quasi  a  metade  das 
companhias  que  se  occupavao  d'estas  industrias.     Tem-se  feito 
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ultimamente  descobrimentos  de  ouro  que  confirmao  tudo  qiiantd 
se  tern  dito  relativamente  a  riqueza  da  terra.  Aqui,  como  nos 
demais  paizes  de  que  se  trata,  a  falta  de  vias  de  communica9ao  e 
o  principal  obstaculo  a  activa  explora9^o  das  regioes  metalliteras. 

A  marinha  mercante  do  Peru  compunha-se  em  1896  de  36 
navios,  o  porte  de  cada  ufn  dos  quaes  era  superior  a  50  toneladas, 
sendo  o  seu  porte  total  de  9,953  toneladas,  e  de  96  navios  o  porte 
de  cada  urn  dos  quaes  era  inferior  a  50  toneladas,  sendo  o  porte 
total  destes  ultimos  de  1,246  toneladas. 

Os  principaes  portos  da  republica  sao  o  Callao,  Huacho, 
Ancon,  Pacasmayo,  Chola,  Mollendo,  Eten,  Supe,  Pisco,  Sala- 
verry,  Payta,  e  Chimbote,  os  quaes  todos  tern  bons  caes,  ao  passo 
que  o  Callao  tern  um  estaleiro  fluctuante  cujo  comprimentp  e  de 
300  pes. 

A  rota  de  vapores  que  tern  mais  importancia  para  os  Estados- 
Unidos  e  a  rota  entre  Panama  e  Valparaiso,  que  e  monopolisada 
juntamente  pela  Companhia  de  Navega9ao  a  Vapor  do  Pacifico,e 
a  Companhia  Sul-americana  de  Vapores,  ja  mencionadas. 

Os  vapores  destas  linhas  enla^So  em  Panama  com  os  vapores 
do  Pacific  Mail  que  se  dirigem  a  San  Francisco,  e  em  Colon,  da 
outra  banda  do  Isthmo,  com  vapores  com  destino  a  Nova- York, 
Nova-Orleans  (numa  direccio)  e  com  os  principaes  portos  da 
Europa.  Ha  diversas  linhas  de  vapores  mercantes  que  se  occup^o 
no  commercio  estrangeiro  e  de  cabotagem,  os  quaes  tocao  em 
portos  do  Peru. 

Nao  ha  estradas  no  Peru.  O  Indio,  o  mii  e  a  Ihama  fornecem 
a  maior  parte  das  facilidades  de  transporte. 

O  Peru  gastou  36,000,000  libras  esterlinas  na  construccao  de 
seus  caminhos  de  ferro,  e  os  constructores  fizerSo  algumas  mara- 
vilhas  de  engenharia  que  fbrlo  das  mais  prodigiosas  que  tem  visto 
o  mundo. 

Em  1895,  o  comprimento  total  das  linhas  de  estradas  de  terro 
era  de  924  milhas,  das  quaes  800  pertencem  ao  Estado. 

Estas  ultimas  linhas  pertencem  a  dez  linhas,  as  quaes,  com  os 
depositos  de  guano,  as  minas  e  os  terrenos  estadoaes  for^o  hypothe- 
cadas  por  66  annos  a  Corpora9ao  Peruana,  cujos  membrossSoem 
grande  parte  capitalistas  inglezes.  Ha  seis  linhas  de  estradas 
de  ferro  possuidas  e  exploradas  por  companhias  particulates.  ^ 
Governo  tem  em  servi9o  1,491  milhas  de  linhas  telegraphicas. 
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Ver-se-ha,  pelo  que  antecede,  que  a  natureza  tein  sido  muito 
prodiga  de  seus  dons  as  quatro  divisdes  geographicas  mencionadas, 
e  que  todo  o  que  Ihes  falta  para  tomar  uma  posic^o  invejavel  na 
grande  irmandade  das  republicas  americanas  c  um  incremento 
de  popula9ao  e  communicac6es  melhores  e  mais  rapidas.  As 
indica95es  feitas  e  os  algarismos  citados  mostram  que,  pelo  que 
toca  ao  ultimo  requisito,  as  capitalistas  dos  Estados-Unidos  nio 
tern  evidenciado  sua  previdencia  e  actividade  proverbiaes. 

Inutil  seria  fallar  de  novo  das  immensas  vantagens  que  o  canal 
de  Nicaragua  ofFereceria  ao  commercio  a  todo  a  costa  occidental 
da  America  Meridional  e  ao  littoral  de  Leste  e  do  Golfo  nos 
Estados-Unidos.  Um  paiz  industrial  deva  procurar  compradores 
do  que  fabrica;  elles  acham-se  ao  sul  de  nos-outros.  As  communi- 
cacdes  rapidas  as  trar^o  a  nossas  portas.  As  noticias  estatisticas  silo 
cousas  seccas  e  os  homens  em  geral  n^o  gostam  del  las.  Podem 
dizer  os  incredulos  que  taes  noticias  s^o  viciadas  pela  pretendida 
mendacidade  do  interesse,  mas  emquanto  todas  as  cousas  huma- 
nas  ficarem  imperfeitas,  servira  a  estatistica  para  um  objecto  util ; 
mostrara,  como  as  palhas  que  voSo  no  ar,  a  direccao  do  vento  e 
das  correntes  commerciaes,  e  todos  os  que  se  interess^o  no  com- 
mercio devem,  como  sabios  marinheiros,  desfraldar  suas  velas  e 
dirigir  a  carreira  de  seu  navio  de  modo  a  aprovcitar  assim  aquelle 
como  estas. 

Disse  o  bispo  Berkeley  que  o  cursodo  imperio  se  tem  dirigido 
para  o  occidente.  A  estrella  do  commercio  olha  para  a  Cruz  do 
Sul. 
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SENHOR  SALVADOR  DE  MENDONgA. 

O  Senhor  Salvador  de  Mendon^a,  que  no  dia  18  do  mez 
passado  collocou  nas  maos  do  Presidente  McKinley  a  carta  que 
terminasuamissaocomo  Enviado  Extraordinario  e  Ministro  Pleni- 
potenciario  do  Brazil  junctoao  Governodos  Estados  Unidos, cargo 
que  tern  desempenhado  t^o  habilmente  nos  ultimos  sete  annos, 
leva  comsigo  ao  partir  para  Lisboa,  onde  vai  desempenhar  outra 
honrosa  miss^o  diplomatica,  a  mais  cordial  estima  do  Govemo  e 
do  povo  dos  Estados  Unidos.  O  "Post"  de  Washington,  ret'e- 
rindo-se  a  sua  partida,  expressa  admiravelmente  o  agradecimento 
dos  Estados  Unidos  para  com  tao  distincto  diplomata,  pclas 
"amplas  vistas  de  estadista  que  sempre  o  animaram,  pelotactoea 
habilidade  que  sempre  manifestou  em  sua  diplomacia  e,  sobretudo, 
pela  amizade  invariavel  que  sempre  mostrou  para  com  a  nossa 
na9ao." 

O  Sehnor  MENDONg:A  herdou  dos  radicaes  dos  tempos  da  Regcn- 
cia  OS  politicos  amplamente  liberaes  que  professa.  com  os  quaes 
se  identificou  desde  sua  mocidade,  quando  como  advogado  do 
foro  brazileiro,  ajudou  em  estabelecer  um  periodic©  republicano 
no  Rio  de  Janeiro,  o  primeiro  do  seu  genero  que  se  publicou  du- 
rante o  Imperio,  principios  pelos  quaes  tem  continuado  a  advogar 
ate  hoje  com  enthusiasmo  e  tenacidade.  O  Imperador  do  Brazil, 
que  jamais  mostrou  antipathia  pelos  republicanos  doutrinarios  ncm 
aversSio  a  envial-os  para  o  estrangeiro  em  representa9ao  do  paiz, 
escolheu,  ha  vinte  e  tres  annos  o  Senhor  Mendon^a  para  que  de- 
sempenhasse  o  cargo  de  Consul  Geral  do  Brazil  em  New  York,  c 
desde  ent^o  tem  tido  opportunidades  excepcionaes,  as  quaes  apro- 
veitou  com  grande  zelo,  para  tazer  um  estudo  profundo  das 
institui95es  que  sempre  o  interessaram  e  para  formar  um  conheci- 
mento  mais  perteito  dos  jurisconsultos  e  estadistas  cujas  doutrinas 
aprendeu  a  reverenciar  desde  mo9o. 

O  Sr.  Ministro  Mendon^a  n^o  tem  sido  somente  um  simples 
observador.  A  amplitude  das  ideas  politicas  e  a  adhes^o  resoluta 
aos  principios  do  govemo  popular  que  professa  este  representantc 
da  mais  nova  das  Republicas  dp  continente  meridional,  tem  scr- 
vido  de  inspira9ao  e  tem  ajudado  durante  os  ultimos  sete  annos^ 
OS  que  tem  a  seu  cargo  os  assumptos  de  todo  este  continente,  para 
adoptar  medidas  que  tem  por  fim  levantar  sens  paizes  respectivos 
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e  trabalhar  pela  paz  e  pela  honra  nacional.  Como  diz  o  editorial 
do*' Post":  "  Desde  o  principio  ate  o  fim  tern  sido  incansavel 
em  trabalhar  para  tudo  que  tendesse  a  cimentar  mais  solidamente 
as  rela96es  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  sua  progressiva  Republica." 
Os  servi^os  que  prestou  no  arranjo  de  um  tratado  de  reciprocidade 
com  OS  Estados  Unidos,  em  1891;  ^eus  esfor90S  energicos  na 
Conferencia  Pan-Americana,  com  o  fim  de  estabelecer  um  tribu- 
nal internacional  permanente  para  o  arbitramento  pacifico  das  con- 
troversias  que  se  suscitassem,  e  seu  apoio  zeloso  a  Secretaria  das 
Republicas  Americanas,  representante  da  UniSo  Internacional,  e 
tudo  de  tao  recente  data  que  nao  ha  necessidade  de  mencional-o. 

Durante  sua  residencia  nos  Estados  Unidos,  o  Sr.  Mendon^a, 
por  seus  discursos  em  publico,  por  sua  collabora9So  nas  principaes 
publicac6es  do  paiz,  pela  esplendida  hospitalidade  que  sempre 
estendeu  a  todps,  conquistou  a  estima  das  pessoas  cultas.  Seus 
artigos  na  "  North  American  Review,"  o  discurso  pronunciado 
perante  os  fabricantes  de  Philadelphia,  e  o  de  despedida  que  pub- 
lica  hoje  o  Boletim,  possuem  em  inglez  um  encanto  de  estylo, 
tanto  mais  notavel  quanto  que  aquella  n3Lo  e  sua  lingua  materna. 
Em  seu  lar,  a  sociedade  artistica  e  litteraria  de  Washington 
achou-se  sempre  rodeada  de  refinamento  e  cultura,  e  foi  alii  que 
OS  representantes  diplomaticos  da  Europa  e  da  America,  chega- 
ram  a  estabelecer  uma  intimidade  entre  si,  como  talvez  nao  exis- 
tisse  antes  em  Washington. 

Eis  o  discurso  do  Ministro  Sr.  Mendonva  e  a  resposta  do  Presi- 
dente  McKinley. 

O  Ministro  expressou-se  nos  termos  seguintes: 

Sr.  Presidente  :  Tenho  a  honra  de  collocar  em  vossas  maos  a  Carta  Revoca- 
coria,  pela  qual  o  Presidente  dos  Estados  Unidos  do  Brazil  di  por  terminada 
minha  missao  juncto  ao  Governo  dos  Estados  Unidos  da  America. 

Esperando  que  V.  Ex*  possa  concordar  com  a  crenga  expressada  por  meu 
Governo  de  que  eu  haja,  no  cumprimento  das  instruc^Oes  que  recebi,  desempe- 
nhado  os  deveres  de  minha  missSo  de  modo  agradavel  a  vosso  Governo,  e 
addicionando  i  expressao  dos  sinceros  votos  do  Presidente  da  Republica  do 
Brazil  pela  vossa  felicidade  e  pela  prosperidade  de  vossa  Republica  meus  votos 
pessoaes,  podia  dar  por  concluido  meu  discurso  official. 

Mas  amigos  nSo  se  separam,  no  momento  solemne  em  que  a  nagao  6  chamada 
is  armas,  com  formulas  diplomaticas  s6mente.  Demais,  minha  divida  de  gra> 
tidao  a  vosso  povo  e  Governo  pelo  modo  por  que  me  tendes  tratado  durante 
uma  residencia  de  quasi  um  quarto  de  seculo,  6  tamanha  que  nao  posso  despedir- 
mc  sem  manifestar  ao   primeiro  cidadao   desta  grande   Republica  meu   apre^o 


/ 


2212  BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 

cordial  pela  vossa  bencvolencia  para  com  o  obscrvador  de.  vossas  institui9ocs  c 
o  admirador  do  elevado  character  dc  vossa  Na^ao. 

Abrindo  vosso  territorio,  desdc  os  tempos  coloniacs,  como  tcmplo  dc  rcfugio 
c  assentando  assim  vossa  nacionalidade  sobre  o  solido  fundamento  da  libcrdadc 
dc  consciencia;  dotando  a  humanidade  com  os  principios  contidos  na  Dcclara^ao 
da  Independencia ;  affirmando  com  a  consolida^ao  da  Uniao  c  com  a  aboli^ao 
da  escravidao  que  estc  continente  ficava  dahi  em  diante  consagrado  i  Demo- 
cracia,  vosso  povo  postou-se  na  vanguarda  como  poderoso  factor  da  civiliza9ao 
moderna.  Intrepida  deante  do  forte,  magnanima  para  com  o  fraco,  profunda- 
mente  convencida  de  que  a  Justi^a  e  o  Direito  sao  as  pedras  fundamcntaes  do 
Estado,  e  a  equidade  a  verdadeira  medida  dos  ajustes  internacionaes;  operosa, 
intelligente,  respeitadora  da  lei  e  amiga  da  paz,  vossa  nagao  bem  pode  orgulhar-se 
das  suas  conquistas,  e  ninguem  melhor  do  que  eu  teve  opportunidade  para  con- 
vencer-se,  depois  de  accurada  obscrva^ao  dos  homens  e  das  leis,  do  vosso  inin- 
tcrrompido  desenvolvimento  e  progresso. 

Vi  vosso  paiz  nos  seus  dias  de  alegria  e  nos  de  tristeza.  V^i,  nas  fcstas  do 
centcnario  dc  vossa  Independencia,  o  mestre  consummado  na  arte  da  gucrra 
abrir  o  grande  concurso  das  artes  da  paz,  e  revclar  ao  mundo  a  dupla  grandeza 
da  na^ao  que,  cm  dez  annos,  transformara  as  cspadas  e  os  canh5es  em  instru- 
mentos  da  industria.  Vi  o  grande  heroe  quando  o  levaram  a  sepultar  no 
cora^ao  de  vossa  grande  metropole,  no  mcio  do  lucto  nacional,  e  testemunhci 
sua  apotheose  celebrada  pela  voz  da  Uniao  inteira.  Vi  o  Primeiro  Magistrado 
da  na^ao  cahir  4s  maos  de  um  assassino,  e  vi  a  Republica  continuar  firmc  c 
serena  sob  o  imperio  da  lei.  Nas  suas  alegrias  ou  nas  suas  tristezas  a  na^ao 
nunca  perdeu  por  um  momento  a  conHan^a  nos  seus  altos  destinos. 

Visitei  as  varias  regioes  de  vosso  vasto  territorio ;  conhcgo  os  homens  activos 
do  Lcste,  OS  generosos  habitantes  do  Oeste  e  os  cavalheirosos  Sulistas;  tivea 
fortuna  de  tratar  com  o  estadista,  o  homem  dc  sciencia,  o  artista,  o  manufactu- 
reiro,  o  agricultor  e  o  opcrario.  O  ideal  de  todos  ellcs  6  a  honra  e  a  grandeza 
da  Patria. 

Cursei  as  trilhas  modestas  que  conduzem  a  logares  sagrados :  Mount  Vernon, 
onde  dorme  o  Fundador  ;  Hollywood,  onde  descansa  Monroe  ;  Oak  Hill,  ondc 
Blaine  reposa.  Escutei  i  voz  dos  ventos  que  perpassam  pclos  ramos  dos  carva- 
Ihos  que  ensombram  seus  tumulos,  e  fiquci  conheccndo  o  scgredo  dc  vossa 
grandeza.      Possa  clla  ser  exemplo  e  inspiragao  a  todo  o  continente. 

Foi  minha  aspira9ao,  antes  de  deixar  vosso  paiz,  sentar-me  ainda  uma  vez  ao 
redor  da  mesa  em  que  todas  as  republicas  americanas  restabeleccssem  cm  base 
mais  solida  o  accordo  esbo^ado  no  tratado  nao  ratificado  dc  28  dc  Abril  de 
1890,  distribuindo  a  rcsponsabilidade  da  politica  dc  Monroe  pclos  signatarios  do 
pacto,  conforme  6  devido  ao  scu  character  sobcrano.  Abengoado  0  dia  que 
testemunhar  a  reuniao  dc  tal  congresso,  primeiro  passo  para  a  institui^ao  dc 
uma  dicta  americana,  supremo  tribunal  dos  negocios  internacionaes  dc  nosso 
continente. 

Aonde  quer  meu  dever  para  com  a  patria  me  chame,  posso  assegurar-vos  que 
mcu  cora^ao  c  minhas  sympathias  estaram  com  vosso  nobre  povo  c  com  0  po^^*' 
estandartc  da  America  republicana  que  esta  estendendo  os  postos  avangados  da 
libcrdadc  humana  at^  dcntro  das  ultimas  trinchciras  do  passado. 
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Sr.  MiMSTRo:  Recordando  os  muicos  annos  de  vossa  efiicaz  e  amistoza  resi- 
dencia  official  nesta  capital  e  relembrando  as  agradaveis  liga^Ses  que  travastes 
com  OS  mcmbros  dcste  Governo  no  desempcnho  de  vossa  honrosa  missao,  66 
posso  lamentar  que  vossa  transferencia  para  outro  posto  ponha  termo  is  rela- 
gocs  pessoaes  que  v6s  tao  cordialmente  entretivestes  com  este  Governo  e  com  o 
povo  deste  paiz;  ainda  que  deva  ao  mesmo  tempo  felicitar-vos  pela  nova  prova 
de  confian^a  cm  vossa  capacidade  e  zelo  que  vosso  Governo  vos  deu  designando- 
vos  para  outra  missao  importante. 

As  palavras  eloquentes  que  me  dirigistes  indicam  que  vossa  longa  residencia 
neste  paiz  e  as  muitas  occasiSes  que  tivestes  de  observar  e  tratar  com  nosso  povo 
vos  dotaram  de  uma  percepgao  clara,  a  um  tempo  das  origens  historicas  e  moraes 
de  nosso  systema  politico  e  intellectual  e  dos  elevados  propositos  que  sempre 
inspiraram  nossa  Republica  em  suas  rela^oes  com  as  outras  communidades  da 
terra,  quer  sejam  estas  nossas  vizinhas  ou  nossas  amigas  longinquas;  nossas 
cooperadoras  ou  nossas  rivaes  generaes  nas  trilhas  da  industria  e  commercio; 
quer  alliadas  a  n6s  pelos  lagos  de  sangue  e  similaridade  de  formas  constitucionaes 
ou  separadas  por  differen^as  de  ra^a  e  de  estructura  governamental.  Durante 
quasi  um  quarto  de  seculo  residistes  entre  n6s,  espectador  do  nosso  desenvolvi- 
mento  domestico  e  observador  attento  dos  grandes  problemas  sociaes  e  politicos 
que  tem  tao  gravemente  preoccupado  todas  as  nagoes  durante  estes  ultimos 
annos  do  seculo  mais  agitado  do  mundo,  e  aos  quaes  nao  foram  alheios  os 
EstadosUnidos,  posto  que  conservando-se  firmemente  na  senda  que  a  si  proprios 
haviam  tra^ado.  Embora  dolorosa  a  actual  provagao  ou  difficil  o  problema  do 
momento,  v6s  o  vistes  confrontado  pela  calma  razao  e  extrema  fortaleza  do 
nosso  povo,  fornecendo  um  testemunho  addicional  da  sabedoria  daquelles  que 
fundaram  a  Republica  sobre  as  bases  immutaveis  da  uniao,  da  justiga,  do  domino 
das  paixoes  e  da  caridade  para  com  todos. 

Desejo-vos,  Sr.  Ministro,  toda  felicidade  pessoal  no  novo  campo  em  que  ides 
exercer  vossa  util  actividade.  Possam  as  lembrangas  que  levais  da  amizade  c 
estima  aqui  angariadas  ser  igualadas  por  aquellas  que  vos  esperam  em  outra 
regiao. 

Dizendo-vos  assim  adeus,  pe^o-vos  de  ser  o  portador  das  mais  vivas  e  fraternaes 
sauda^Ses  deste  Governo  e  povo  ao  Brazil  e  seus  cidadaos  e  da  confianga  que 
nutrimos  que  elles  colherao  por  muito  tempo  os  fructos  de  sua  dedica^ao  i  causa 
do  Governo  do  povo  pelo  povo,  e  de  que  as  ben^oes  da  paz,  do  progresso  e  da 
abundancia  Ihes  estarao  sempre  reservadas. 

Pe^o-vos  de  assegurar  ao  Presidente  da  Republica  meus  votos  cordeaes  pelo 
seu  bcm-estar. 


REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

O  DESTINO  DAS  PRINCIPAES  EXPORTAgOES  PARA  O  ANNO  DE 

1897. 

A  seguinte  tabella  que  mostra  o  destine  dos  principaes  artigos 
que  se  exportaram  da  Republica  Argentina  no  anno  de  1897,  e 
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extrahida  da  Rrcieiv  of  the  River  Plale  de  29  de  Janeirodc  l898.f 
e  compilada  de  cstatisticas  officiaes  do  govcrno: 


Couros  de  boi  seccos 

Couros  deboL  salgados. . . . 
Coiiro5  de  cavallo  seccos  ,  . 
Couro.s  dc  cnvallo  salgados. 
Pellode  carneircfardos.. 

Pello do.... 

8elio pipas. . 


Pclles 


Do. 


cabra  . .  .fardos 


.£09.1^29     91. 185   189.051    ato,o3o 

lOQ.  3"S  '352.  7"7    372.604; 

6,  Sj8      74.418   .      1, 939    . 


1,040      48,07; 
851  469 


16,  Si  I 
50,002 
4.263 


68.490 

9.855 

3.539 

1.934 

642 

i,o;q 

46! 

919 

a.  570 

43: 

1.375 

750 

3.!i: 

97.  977 

8o,soa 

IS.  :46 

M,3oS 

25 

16,  w: 

6,898 

16.655 
29 

i.r,^ 

23.456 

3.460 

94.  90S 

9.481 
3,069 

2.  061 

'""hX; 

CuLirosdc  boi  seccos 

Couros  de  boi  salgados  . .  . 

206.  024 

2.674 

117 

42.662 

2,000 

Couros  de  cavallo  salRados 
pL-llodecarneiro..(ardos,  , 

9| 



3.779 

2.345 

3.487 

7 

43 



3.802 
5.441 
6.I7J 

Do bairis.. 

Do loneia.. 

2.345 
2S9 

TriRo loneladas.. 

Miltio do... 

Linhaca do.... 

3.  "72 

9.994 

46,  249 
101,068 

40,461 
1.799 

18. 156 

58.735 
45.312 

684 

2,636 

.1.158 

1.015 

131 

70 

50 

Farelo do.,.. 

.SJ 

242 

i83 

Seuienles    paia  passaios. 

1 1. 461 
671.  z66 

5,268 

4.948 

55.070 

■So 

Feno fardos 

38.035 

12.474  1 

Maiilc-iKa latas. 



'"  97" 

462 

Assucar loneladas.. 

13,120 

29.235 

J.6n5 


JO.  9!* 
733. 3M 
113.  S* 
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BRAZIL. 

COMMERCIO  DE  PERNAMBUCO  EM    1897, 

A  Secretaria  de  Rela^oes  Exteriores  da  Gr^  Bretanha,  publi- 
cou  recentemente  o  relatorio  do  V^ice-consul,  Mr.  Williams,  sobre 
a  industria  e  o  commercio  do  districto  consular  de  Pernambuco 
durante  oanno  de  1897. 

Referindo-se  ao  projecto  do  ex-Govemador  Barboza  Lima,  de 
introduzir  e  desenvolver  o  systema  de  engenhos  centraes,  ou 
**'Usinas,"  o  Consul  Williams  diz  que  devido  a  baixa  de  cambio 
e  a  adnriinistra9ao  pouco  judiciosa,  aquella  meritoria  empreza  nao 
tern  obtido  resultados  satisfactorios.  Diz-se  que  o  commercio  em 
len9arias  em  Pernambuco,  esta,  em  sua  maior  parte,  em  m^os  de 
tres  casas  suissas,  e  os  portuguezes  e  varias  casas  do  paiz  tem  o 
resto  deste  ramo  do  commercio.  Do  relatorio  se  ve  que  ha  em  Per- 
nambuco bom  mercado  para  as  manufiicturas  americanas  desta 
classe,  mas  para  assegural-o,  sera  necessario  fazer  estor9os  energicos. 
O  prospecto  geral  do  commercio  de  importa9ao,  e  muito  favoravel 
na  actualidade;  tem-se  teito  grandes  encommendas  na  Europa, 
por  telegrapho,  e  dada  a  escassa  quantidade  que  existe,  crc-se  que 
esta  procura  continuara  por  um  periodo  de  tempo  indefinido. 

Assucar  e  algodao  sjio  os  principaes  productos  e  artigos  de 
exporta9ilo  do  Estado  de  Pernambuco.  A  colheita  de  1896-97 
foi  a  menor  a  contar  desde  a  de  1889-90;  attribue-se  esta  dimi- 
nui9ao  principalmente  ao  mao  tempo,  tanto  em  quanto  a  secca, 
como  as  chuvas,  que  estragou  grandemente  a  canna  e  o  algodao 
durante  seu  periodo  de  crescimento. 

A  colheita  actual  (1897-98)  promette  ser  um  pouco  maior, 
mas  nao  chegara  a  importancia  da  produc9ao  media.  Os  pre9os 
que  se  espera  que  obtenham  estes  productos,  promettem  dar  em 
resultado  o  melhoramento  das  condi96es  financeiras.  A  maior 
parte  do  algodao  e  do  assucar,  sera  consumida  no  paiz;  a 
exporta92io  destes  artigos  tem  diminuido  cada  anno. 

A  nova  lei  de  cabotagem  que  restringe  o  trafico  aos  navios  bra- 
zileiros,  que  come90u  a  vigorar  a  5  de  Dezembro  de  1896,  e  que 
infundiu  serios  temores  de  que  a  marinha  mercante  brazileira  nSo 
seria  adequada  as  exigencias  do  commercio,  tem  mostrado  sua 
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praticabilidade.      Tem-se    estabelecido    numerosas    fabricas   no 
Estado,  as  quaes  estSo  funccionando  satisfactoriamente ;  ha  entre 
ellas  uma  fabrica  de  polvora  e  uma  de  juta.     Tambem  ha  fabricas 
de  algodao  e  fabricas  de  sab^Lo  e  de  phosphoros,  que  estao  prot 
gidas  por  uma  alta  tarifa  e  se  encontram  em  condi^oes  prosperas^  -^^ 
Abundam  os  bra90S,  e  o  pre9o  dos  salarios  e  barato ;  as  horas  d 
trabalho  sao  excessivamente  longas  e  em  algumas  das  fabricas  d 
algodao  se  trabaiha  quatorze  horas.     Nos  districtos  agricolas  uvr~ — i 
bra9o  ordinario  recebe  trinta  centavos  por  dia  e  trabaiha  desde 
nascer  ate  o  por  do  sol. 

Pernambuco  tern  communica9ao  por  cabo,  e  alem  disto  um 
linha  telegraphica  que  se  estende  ao  longo  da  costa  e  que  e  pr 
priedade  do  Govemo.     As  tres  companhias  inglezas  do  cabo  sa 
a  "  Brazilian  Submarine  Telegraph  Company,"  de  Pernambuco 
Europa  via  SSo  Vicente  (Cabo  Verde)  e   Madeira;  a  "Sout 
American    Cable    Company,"   de    Pernambuco   a    Europa,   vL    a 
Fernando  da  Noronha  e  Senegal  na  costa  occidental  da  Afric^fc^ : 
e  a  '"Western  and  Brazilian  Telegraph  Company,"  na  costa  (L  o 
Brazil,  entre  Para  e  Santos. 

A  colheita  de  algodio  no  districto  de  Penedo,  em  1897,  tbi  A  ^ 
21,000  fardos,  que  e  um  augmento  de  5,000  fardos  sobre  a  prmzzy- 
duc92io  do  anno  precedente;  os  pre9os  fluctuaram  entre  $1.90      e 
$2.30  por  cada  quinze    kilos.     A   colheita  de   milho  e   muirro 
grande,   montando  a    54,000  saccos,   um   augmento   de  32,000 
saccos  sobre  a  do  anno  passado.     A  safra  de  assucar  e  quasi  nada, 
apenas  montando  a   10,000  saccos,  pois  uma  grande  inunda^ao 
destruiu  a  canna  em  seu  periodo  de  crescimento.     O  commercfo 
em    pelles   de   cabra  e    carneiro,  sofFreu    grande    diminui9^o;   a 
entrada  em  Penedo  que  ha  dous  annos  ascendia  a  150,000  pelles 
mensaes,  foi  reduzida  a  15,000  mensaes.     Calcula-se  em  70,000, 
o  numero  de  couros  salgados  em  secco. 

Segundo  informa95es  de  Ceara,  esta-se  dando  muita  atten^ao 
ao  cultivo  de  "mani9oba,"  e  se  espera  que  dentro  de  quatro 
annos  havera  um  milhao  de  arvores  em  perfeito  estado  de  cresci- 
mento. A  mani9oba  e  uma  especie  de  etipfuorbiacea^  cuja  seiva 
contem  gomma.  Esta  gomma  e  tao  semelhante  a  gomma  de 
Para  que  nos  mercados  europeos  vende-se  sob  o  nome  de  "gomma 
do  Brazil,"  sem  fazer  distinc9io  alguma  a  respeito  do  Estado  de 
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qual  se  exporta.  A  mani9oba  abunda  no  Estado  de  Ceara, 
especiaimente  nos  districtos  de  Ceara,  Baturite  e  Itapipoca.  Seu 
pre90  fluctua  entre  58  centavos  e  $1  por  kilo.  O  processo  de 
extrac92io  desta  gomma  e  pouco  mais  ou  menos  o  mesmo  que  se 
segue  nos  Estados  de  Para  e  Amazonas. 

Segundo  informa96es  de  Parahyba  do  Norte,  a  colheita  de  algo- 
dSo  naquelle  districto  e  muito  superior  a  de  1896,  emquanto  que 
a  produc9ao  de  assucar  mostra  uma  diminui9^o.  A  maior  parte 
do  assucar  que  se  produz  em  Parahyba  se  exporta  para  Rio  e  os 
portos  do  sul;  o  resto  e  enviado  para  os  Estados  Unidos. 

O  Vice-consul,  o  Sr.  Bolshaw,  communica  de  Rio  Grande  do 
Norte  que  o  anno  tern  sido  muito  favoravel  para  o  algodao,  o 
assucar  e  a  gomma  elastica.  O  algodao  e  vendido  quasi  em  sua 
totalidade  nos  portos  do  sul  do  Brazil  para  ser  empregado  nas 
fabricas,  emquanto  que  a  gomma  elastica,  couros  e  pelles  se 
embarcam  para  os  Estados  Unidos;  a  maior  parte  da  produc9ao 
de  assucar  se  vende  tambem  naquelle  mercado. 

O  MINISTRO  BRAZIL. 

O  Senhor  Joaquim  Francisco  de  Brazil,  nomeado  recente- 
mente  Enviado  Extraordinario  e  Ministro  Plenipotenciario  do 
Brazil  nos  Estados  Unidos,  foi  fbrmalmente  recebido  pelo  Presi- 
dente  McKinley  como  successor  do  Senhor  Ministro  Mendon^a, 
que  foi  enviado  para  Lisboa.  O  Senhor  Brazil  tem  estado  por 
muitos  annos  empregado  no  servi9o  diplomatico  de  seu  paiz.  O 
ultimo  cargo  que  desempehhou  foi  o  honroso  e  delicado  de  Min- 
istro em  Lisboa. 


COSTA  RICA. 

SITUA^AO  DAS  FINAN^AS,  INDUSTRIAS  E  INSTRUCgAO 

PUBLICA. 

No   1°  do  corrente,  conforme  a  lei,  reuniu-se  o  Congresso  Na- 
cional  em  sessao  ordinaria.     O   Presidente  da  Republica  enviou 
naquelle  dia  a  mensagem  acostumada,  na  qual  faz  um  ligeiro  re- 
sumo  do  progresso  geral  do  paiz  durante  o  anno  fiscal  findo  em  30 
Bull.  No.  12 10 
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de  Abril,  e  que  e  ao  mesmo  tempo  o  fim  do  periodo  constitucional 
principiado  em  1894. 

A  mensagem  refere-se  primeiramente  as  recentes  difficuldades 
com  Nicaragua,  e  faz  notar  o  fervor  patriotico,  o  espirito  de  uniao 
e  o  enthusiasmo  com  que  o  paiz  inteiro  rodeou  o  Govemo,  e 
preparou-se  para  a  defeza.  Allude  logo  as  negocia^oes  de  paz 
terminadas  por  um  tratado  de  arbitramento  firmado  a  bordo  do 
vapor  de  guerra  americano  Alert^  e  conclue  a  este  respeito,  do 
modo  seguinte :  "  Com  este  motivo,  tenho  prazer  em  cumprir  um 
sagrado  dever,  o  dever  de  consignar  aqui,  em  nome  do  povo  e  do 
Governo  de  Costa  Rica,  um  voto  de  especial  reconhecimento  aos 
illustrados  Governos  de  Guatemala  e  dos  Estados  Unidos  da 
America  por  seus  bons  officios  em  favor  da  paz,  assim  como  a  scus 
dignos  representantes,senhores  Merry  e  Lainfiesta,  encarregados 
de  tao  importante  e  transcendente  missSo,  na  qual  o  Sr.  Lainfiesta 
teve  a  felicidade  de  obter  activa  collabora9So  e  efficaz  coopercao." 

Com  a  excep9ao  do  incidente  mencionado,  a  situa9ao  normal 
da  Republica,  sua  marcha  progressiva  e  os  habitos  de  ordem  e  de 
amor  a  paz  e  ao  trabalho,  caracteristicos  do  povo  de  Costa  Rica, 
nao  tem  sofFrido  a  menor  altera9ao. 

As  rela95es  de  amizade  que  Costa  Rica  cultiva  assiduamente 
com  as  na95es  da  America  e  Europa,  sSo  cada  dia  mais  estreitase 
cordiaes,  e  actualmente  vAo  ha  questSo  pendente  com  nenhuma 
dellas  que  pudesse  perturbal-as  ou  pelo  menos  enfraquecel-as. 
Para  chegar  a  este  resultado,  de  que  o  paiz  deriva,  nao  obstante 
sua  pequena  superficie,  bem  marcadas  provas  de  apre9o  e  conside- 
dera9ao  por  parte  de  na96es  poderosas  por  sua  grandeza  e  cultura,o 
Governo  nao  tem  omittido  esfor9o  algum,  dentro  dos  limites  do 
decoro,  nem  tem  sido  remisso  no  cumprimento  dos  deveres  que  as 
leis  internacionaes  e  a  cortezip.  Ihe  impoem. 

O  estado  da  instruc9ao  publica  e  florescente.  Sem  deixarde 
attender,  como  e  devido,  a  instruc9ao  profissional  e  secundaria,  0 
Governo  tem  dado  atten9ao,  com  preferencia,  ao  ensino  primario, 
porque  este  c  obriga9ao  inilludivel  do  Estado  e  necessidade  per- 
emptoria  do  povo. 

Nao  ha  nada  de  que  os  cidadaos  de  Costa  Rica  possam  sermais 
orgulhosos  do  que  o  estado  da  instruc9So  publica,  o  enthusiasmo 
com  que  e  promovida  e  a  efficaz  protec9ao  que  recebe  por  parte 
do  Governo. 
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Para  mostrar  o  desenvolvimento  da  instruc9ao  durante  a  admi- 
nistra9ao,  bastara  indicar  que  o  numero  das  escolas  em  1893  ^^^ 
de  280,  e  em  1898,  de  388;  que  a  assistencia  media  naquelle  anno 
era  de  17,517,  e  e  hoje  de  23,134  alumnos.  O  numero  de  edificios 
escolares  em  1893  era  de  167,  e  ejn  1898  e  de  259,  havendose 
augmentado  o  numero  de  professores  com  332  durante  igual  pe- 
riodo.  As  juntas  de  educa9ao  possuem  259  edificios  escolares,  tem 
em  construc9ao  31,  e  em  projecto  78.  O  valor  da  propriedade 
escolar,  adquirida  em  sua  maior  parte  com  os  recursos  directos  do 
povo  e  com  auxilios  liberaes  do  Governo,  no  mesmo  periodo,  e 
superior  a  um  milhao  de  pesos.  Esta  simples  compara9ao  e 
testemunho  eloquente  da  devo9ao  do  Governo  a  educa9So,  con- 
siderando-a  como  um  dos  privilegios  mais  apreciados  que  se  podem 
dar  ao  povo. 

Depois  de  attender  a  conserva9ao  da  ordem  publica  e  da  tran- 
quilidade  social,  depois  de  fundar  em  bases  solidas  a  educa92io 
moral  e  intellectual  dos  povos,  nada  ha  de  mais  proveito  para  os 
mesmos  do  que  dedicar  a  atten9ao  do  Estado  ao  desenvolvimento 
dos  interesses  economicos,  visto  que  constituem  elementos  indis- 
pensaveis  para  a  prosperidade  e  bem-estar  das  na9oes.  Levar  a 
pratica  esta  doutrina  pelos  meios  que  aconselha  a  experiencia, 
sem  perder  de  vista  as  condi96es  peculiares  do  paiz,  assim  nos 
factores  da  produc9ao  como  nos  agcntes  do  cambio  internacional, 
tem  sido  a  tarefa  emprehendida  pelo  Governo  com  fe  insuperavel, 
com  resolu9ao  sem  vacilla9ao,  com  a  inteireza  que  funda-se  no 
intimo  convencimento  do  bem  que  se  realisa. 

S3Lo  base  indispensavel  para  levar  a  cabo  este  proposito,  a  boa 
organisa9ao  do  Thesouro  publico,  a  honrada  administracao  das 
rendas  que  o  formam,  e  o  conveniente  emprego  das  mesmas.  O 
Governo  possue  este,  e  por  meio  de  seu  poderoso  auxilio  tem 
podido  fazer  face  a  fortes  compromissos  pecuniarios  contrahidos 
por  administra9oes  anteriores,  e  emprehender  obras  de  grande  con- 
veniencia  para  o  augmento  da  riqueza  e  para  o  desenvolvimento 
do  paiz. 

As  rendas  publicas  durante  o  anno  fiscal  de  1897-98,  monta- 
ram  a  $8,424,104.  Esta  quantia  e  superior  a  das  rendas  do  anno 
anterior  por  $936,935,  excede  a  quantia  orcada  em  $320,172.  As 
despezas  montaram  a  $8,315,455,  o  que,  como  se  vc,  deixa  um 
saldo  de  $  1 08,650. 
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O  Governo,  firme  no  proposito  de  que  o  estabelecimento  do 
systema  monetario  baseado  no  ouro,  tenha  o  exito  desejado,  tem 
depositado  $1,000,000  em  ouro,  e  prop6e-se  tomar  medidasque 
assegurem  a  circula9ao  deste  metal  antes  do  tempo  previsto  quando 
se  decretou  a  reforma  monetaria. 

Bem  conhecido  e  o  importantissimo  papel  que  o  credito  desem- 
penha  no  desenvolvimento  economico  de  um  paiz.  O  do  Governo, 
no  interior  da  Republica  assim  como  no  exterior,  goza  de  plena 
confian9a  pelo  fiel  cumprimento  dos  compromissos  adquiridos, 
principalmente  o  do  servico  da  divida  estrangeira,  attendidocom 
a  maior  promptidao. 

Entre  as  obras  publicas,  figura  em  primeiro  lugar  a  construc9ao 
da  Estrada  de  Ferro  do  Pacifico,  por  causa  de  sua  importancia 
para  o  paiz,  De  1,000  a  1,200  homens  estao  empregados  nos 
trabalhos;  estes  se  executam  com  a  maior  actividade.  As  pri- 
meiras  15  milhas  estao  promptas  para  collocar  os  trilhos,  e  segundo 
infbrma9ao  da  empreza  constructora,  no  mez  de  julho  ou'Agosto, 
a  linha  estara  concluida  ate  o  rio  Grande,  n'uma  distancia  de  25 
milhas.  O  contractante  espera  ter  concluida  a  estrada  de  ferro  ate 
Tivivesno  anno  proximo,  assim  completando  a  linha  interoceanica 
entre  Limon  no  Atlantico  e  Tivives  no  Pacifico. 

No  porto  de  Tivives,  situado  no  golfo  de  Nicoya,  perto  de 
Puntarenas,  vSo-se  construir  varias  obras  de  melhoramento,  e  com 
este  objecto  o  Governo  esta  em  negocia95es  com  uma  proeminente 
casa  franceza  que  ja  tem  feito  os  estudos  necessarios. 

Muitas  outras  obras  de  utilidade  publica  tem  sido  emprehendi- 
das  e  se  tomam  esfor90S  para  concluil-as.  Entre  ellas  sao  a  Escola 
Nacional  de  Correc9ao,  varias  estradas  de  rodagem,  o  saneamento, 
amplia9ao  por  meio  de  um  quebra-mar,  e  outros  melhoramentos 
do  porto  de  Limon. 

O  Presidente  elogia  o  comportamento  do  exercito  que  marchou 
para  a  fronteira  com  motivo  das  difficuldades  acima  mencionadas, 
e  conclue  a  mensagem  com  estas  palavras: 

"Arranjada  a  paz  em  condi9oes  honrosas,  o  exercito,  inimigo 
por  temperamento  e  por  tradicionaes  costumes  de  aventuras  miH- 
tares,  recorda  o  lar  querido  e  volta  para  elle  para  entregar-se  de 
novo  aos  tranquillos  gozos  da  familia  e  ao  trabalho." 
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PRESIDENTE   IGLESIAS— INAUGURAgAO   DO   NOVO    PERIODO. 

O  novo  periodo  presidencial  foi  inaugurado  no  dia  8  do  cor- 
rente,  segundo  lei* e  costume.  O  Presidente  Iglesias,  reeleito  para 
este  novo  periodo,  confirma  em  seu  discurso  de  inaugura92lo,  o 
programma  de  sua  progressiva  primeira  administra9^o,  o  qual 
cerra  com  o  significativo  paragrapho  seguinte : 

Ao  tcrminar  meu  primeiro  periodo  de  Govcrno,  seja-me  permittido  consignar 
na  presente  mcnsagcm,  como  cxpressao  sinccrado  sentimcnto  publico,  que  cstou 
seguro  de  interpretar  Helmente,  a  gratidao  que  a  na^ao  sente  para  com  todas  as 
colonias  estrangeiras  residentes  no  paiz,  por  seu  espontaneo  e  gencroso  concurso 
para  fazer  frente  is  calamidades  resultantes  do  estado  de  guerra  em  que,  ha 
pouco,  se  encontrava  a  Republica.  Esta  attitude,  tao  nobre  como  cordial,  6 
considerada  por  Costa  Rica  como  uma  correspondencia  i  aifei^ao  que  ella  professa 
e  guarda  pelas  colonias  estrangeiras,  por  sua  lealdade  e  po2  seu  effigaz  apoio  na 
obra  de  nosso  progresso. 


EQUADOR. 

CONSTRUCgAO  DE  UMA  ALFANDEGA  EM  GUAYAQUIL. 

Por  ordem  do  Ministro  das  Obras  Publicas  se  solicitam  pro- 
postas  para  a  construc9ao  de  um  edificio  para  a  alfandega  de 
Guayaquil. 

Os  pianos  e  todas  as  informagoes  relativas  aos  mesmos  e  i  maneira  como  tern 
de  ser  construido  o  edificio,  poderao  ser  obtidos  pelos  intercssados  no  escriptorio 
do  Secretario  da  Provincia  na  Casa  do  Governo. 

A  lei  das  alfandegas  dispoe  que  4  por  cento  da  taxa  addicional  sobre  os 
direitos  de  importagao  se  applique  ao  pagamento  dos  gastos  de  construcgao  de 
dito  edificio.  Calcula-se  que  a  importancia  da  taxa  addicional  ser&  por  termo 
medio  de  15,000  sucres  por  anno,  e  tem-se  disposto  que  a  quantia  a  que  ascenda 
4  por  cento,  deve  ser  depositada  desde  o  1®  de  Janeiro  do  presente  anno. 

A  pessoa  ou  associa^ao  que  obtenha  o  contracto  deverS  pagar  ao  Governo, 
antes  de  assignar  aquelle,  6,000  sucres  como  prego  dos  pianos  para  o  edificio. 

As  propostas  serao  recebidas  na  Secretaria  da  Provincia  c  nos  consulados  do 
Equador  em  New  York,  Paris,  Liverpool,  Bruxellas,  e  Hamburgo,  at^  31  de 
Agosto  de  1898. 

NOTAS  INDUSTRL4ES. 

Segundo  noticias  recebidas  as  provincias  de  Los  Rios  e  Guayas 
produzir^lo  este  anno,  uma  excellente  colheita  de  cacao  que  e  o 
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principal  producto  daquella  regiSo.     Diz-se  que  a  situac5o  finan^^ 
ceira  da  Republica  e  muito  satisfactoria  e  sob  a  influencia  d^ 
estado  de  paz  que  prevalece  no  paiz,  e  do  regimen  liberal  cL 
presidente  Alfaro,  a  perspectiva  geral  e  muito  promettedora. 

Celebrou-se  um  contracto  com  os  Senhores  Drake,  STRATr(^:>r 
&  Co.  para  a  construc9ao  de  uma  estrada  de  ferro  desde  a  costa     3 
Quito,  e  o  Sr.  Harm  an  foi  a  Londres  para  completar  os  arranjos 
para  o  come90  dos  trabalhos. 


NICARAGUA, 

LEI  RELATIVA  A  EXPLOSIVOS. 

As  seguintes  disposi95es  relativas  a  explosivos  em  Nicaragua  a, 
serao  de  interesse  em  rela9ao  a  questao  palpitante  do  canal  <de 
Panama  e  especialmente  aos  que  se  propoem  explorar  a  industT'ia 
mineira  do  paiz : 

Secjao  5*.  Nenhum  particular  pode  tcr  em  scu  poder  msds  de  2  libras    de 
polvora,   5   libras    de    chumbo,   500  capsulas  e  200   cartuchos,   ainda  quando 
guarde  estes  artigos  em  dilFerentes  lugares;  mas  os  proprietarios  de  duas   ou 
mais  planta^Ses  ou  emprezas  podem  guardar  em  cada  uma  d'ellas  as  quantidades 
acima  especiBcadas. 

SEC9A0  6*.  Os  que  infringirem  a  disposigao  anterior  e  os  commerciantes  que 
nao  cumprirem  com  as  ordens  dadas  na  sec^ao  2*  da  lei,  serao  processadosc 
punidos  como  contrabandistas. 

Sec^ao  7*.  Os  mineiros  ou  outros  industriaes  que  tenham  de  conservar  para 
seus  trabalhos  mais  polvora  do  que  se  permitte  pelo  paragrapho  6',  devem  obier 
autorisagao  especial  do  Ministerio  da  Fazenda,  a  qual  seri  concedida  ou  ncgada 
segundo  os  meritos  da  informagao,  em  cada  caso. 

CONTRACTO  COM  A  "PACIFIC  MAIL  STEAMSHIP  COMPANY." 

O  Consul  inglez,  em  Granada,  communica  a  Secretaria  de 
Rela^oes  Exteriores  da  Inglaterra,  em  data  de  25  de  Marco,  que 
o  Governo  de  Nicaragua  renovou  o  contracto  com  a  companhia 
de  vapores  "  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,"  para  o  servi90(le 
malas,  frete  e  passageiros  com  os  portos  de  Corinto  e  San  Juan 
del  Sur.  Por  este  arranjo,  os  referidos  portos  terao  communica9ao 
directa  com  New  York  tres  vezes  por  mez,  em  lugar  de  duas 
como  ate  agora. 


UREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS. 


2223 


URUGUAY. 

EXPORTAgAO  DE  CEREAES. 

O  Sr.  SwALM,  Consul  ,dos  Estados  Unidos,  informa  a  Secre- 
iria  de  Estado  da  exporta9ao  de  trigo,  farinha  e  milho  do 
^  ruguay,  nos  annos  seguintes : 


Anno. 


^93 

'^95 
■  896 

S97 


Trigo 


$169.  377 

1,  382,  808 

2,  079,  761 
161,  112 
392,  637 


Farinha. 


$433.  027 
9^4.  372 
681,  744 
733.  282 
612,356 


Milho. 


$23,277 
882,  808 

797.  761 
866,869 

34.  565 


Alem  destas  quantidades,  exportaram-se  durante  os  mesmos 
innos  productos  de  trigo  no  valor  de  $300,000.  O  Consul  Swalm 
Hz  que,  cm  circumstancias  normaes  o  Uruguay  pode  fazer  con- 
lurrencia  com  os  Estados  Unidos,  a  respeito  dos  productos  acima 
nencionados,  nos  mercados  do  Brazil  e  ainda  da  Europa.  Cada 
inno  se  dedicam  novas  terras  ao  cultivo  destes  productos.  Se- 
jundo  Consul  Swalm,  a  exporta9ao  total  de  cereaes  durante  os 
[uatro  annos  que  come9aram  em  1894,  foi  no  valor  de  $1,902,823, 
imquan'to  que  a  nos  quatro  annos  anteriores  foi  de  $2,246,855,  o 
jual  mostra  um  augmento  em  favor  do  primeiro  periodo  de 
^8,655,968. 

PROCURA    DE    ARDOSIAS    DE    TELHADO. 

O  Consul  SwALM  faz  o  seguinte  relatorio  relativo  ao  augmento 
la  procura  de  ardosias  de  telhado  no  Uruguay,  pois  os  architectos 
nodernos  tem  achado  que  podem  construir  com  este  material, 
elhados  mais  baratos  e  melhores.  As  ardosias  que  se  empregam 
;ao  as  de  menor  tamanho,  9x13  poUegadas.  Custam  $20  por 
nilheiro,  mas  a  esta  quantia  tem  de  accrescentar  os  direitos  de 
f  11.55  por  milheiro.  As  ardosias  redondas  custam  $21.80  por, 
nilheiro,  mas  os  direitos  sao  os  mesmos.  O  pre9o  ao  r^talho, 
:omo  se  usa  nos  calculos  dos  carpinteiros,  e  de  $34  a  $36  por 
nilheiro,  alem  do  que  se  cobra  para  sua  colloca9ao.  Nao  se  usam 
IS  ardosias  de  tamanho  de  lox  20  ou  12x12,  pois  as  de  tamanho 
nenor  dao  resultados  satisfactorios. 

Os  valores  que  aqui  se  dao  estao  representados  em  pesos  do 
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Uruguay.  As  ardosias  que  vem  da  Inglaterra,  pagam  um  frete^ 
a  bordo  de  lanchas,  de  $3.50  por  tonelada,  com  as  avarias  ordinx — 
rias  por  conta  do  dono.  A  procura  de  ardosias  augmentara,  ma^ 
as  casas  americanas  que  quizerem  vender  neste  mercado,  deverac::^ 
estabelecer  um  armazem  e  conserval-o  hem  sortido  daquelle  artigo, 
incluindo  as  ferragens  necessarias.  A  ardosia  americana  de  melhor 
qualidade  pode  encontrar  aqui  um  mercado  que  sera  reduzido  no 
principio,  c  verdade,  mas  que  sera  augmentado  com  o  tempo,  pois 
a  ardosia  e  o  material  que  se  usara  no  futuro.  Mas  e  precis.^ 
tomar  em  conta  que  a  quantidade  deste  material  deve  ser  abuxi- 
dante  sempre,  de  modo  que  se  possa  attender  devidamente  a<3S 
pedidos.  A  falta  de  seguir  este  methodo  tem  sido  ruinosa  e  m 
muitos  outros  ramos  do  commercio,  nao  somente  para  os  interess^^s 
americanos,  mas  tambem  para  os  inglezes,  que  persistiram  c  wi 
querer  saber  mais  que  os  residentes,  acerca  dos  costumes  corfim^r- 
ciaes  do  paiz,  e  preferiram  a  simples  exhibicao  de  amostras,  q  mjc 
todavia  permanecem  expostas.  Os  italianos  e  os  allemaes  aprov^i- 
taram-se  dos  conselhos  dados  em  relatorios  consulares,  e  ter  m 
obtido  proveitosos  resultados. 


CULTIVO  DO  ALGODAO  NA  AMERICA  DO  SU  1. 

Um  representante  da  conhecida  casa  de  Grace  &  Co.,  de  N^w 
York,  a  qual  tem  importantes  e  crescentes  interesses  na  costa  oc4i^i- 
dental  da  America  do  Sul,  regressou  recentemente  aos  EstaJ^^s 
Unidps  e  communica  que  os  agricultores  do  Chile  e  o  Peru  est:3o 
dedicando  atten92Lo  especial  ao  cultivo  do  algodao.     Em  relaf^o 
com  este  progresso  agricola,  existe  o  proposito  evidente  de  fome^^- 
tar  importantes  interesses  manufactureiros.     O  Governo  do  Chile 
ja  tem  dado  o  primerio  passo  neste  sentido,  supprimindo  ate     0 
anno  de   1892,  os  direitos  sobre  toda  classe  de  machinas  para     a 
fabrica^ao  de  tecidos,  como  ja  foi  mencionado  em  um  numero 
anterior  do  Boletim  Mensal.     Como  resultado  desta  isencao  <i^ 
direitos,  uma  grande  quantidade  de  machinas  americanas  propriiJS 
para  aquelle  trabalho,  tem  sido  embarcada  para  o  Chile.     Para 
alentar  o  cultivo  e  manufactura  de  algodao,  assim  como  outras 
industrias,  foi  aberta  recentemente  em  Lima  uma  exposi9ao  per- 
manente  para  a  exhibi9ao  de  toda  classe  de  machinas;  e  segun- 
do  noticias  recebidas,  os  fabricantes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  da  Gra 
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retanha  e  do  continente    europeo,  estao-se   aproveitando  desta 
^portunidade  para  vender  suas  machinas. 

A  proxima  conclusSo  da  Estrada  de  Ferro  Transiberiana,  e  o 
?senvolvimento  dos  remotos  paizes  orientaes,  inaugurarao  em 
eve  uma  nova  era  para  o  commercio  e  a  industria  naquella  parte 
)  mundo ;  e  nao  e  improvavel  qiie  o  impulso  dado  ao  cultivo  e 
manufacturas  de  algod^o  na  America  do  Sul,  .se  deva  aos 
trahentes  prospectos  deste  commercio  oriental. 


OMMERCIO    DE    FARINHA    COM    A    AMERICA 

DO  SUL. 

Na  reuniao  annual  da  "Miller's  League"  (Confedera9ao  de 
[oleiros)  que  teve  lugar  recentemente  em  Indianapolis,  se  discutiu 
rgamente  a  questao  de  conservar  e  estendar  o  commercio  de 
rinha  dos  Estados  Unidos  com  o  Mexico,  America  Central  e  do 
lil. 

A  discussSo  em  geral  versou  sobre  que  os  fabricantes  de  farinha, 
>mo  OS  outros  fabricantes  dos  Estados  Unidos,  deviam  dirigir  seus 
for90S  a  consecu9ao  de  novos  mercados.  Muitos  dos  grandes 
oleiros  ja  tem  estabelecido  com  os  paizes  latino-americanos,  rela- 
)es  commerciaes,  as  quaes,  em  sua  maior  parte,  tem  resultado  ser 
uito  satisfactorias,  e  os  pagamentos  ainda  que  verificados  com 
ntidao  tem  sido  seguros.  A  grande  difficuldade  para  conseguir 
aior  desenvolvimento  neste  ramo  se  deve  a  falta  de  facilidades 
mcarias  americanas  naquelles  paizes.  Disse-se  alii  que  um 
loleiro  de  St.  Louis,  tinha  conseguido  desenvol ver  um  grande  com- 
lercio  com  a  America  Central  e  do  Sul,  e  se  indicou  quSo  provei- 
>so  seria  formar  uma  combina9ao  de  moleiros  que  trabalhassem 
^  commum  accordo,  pois  ella  poderia  obter  dos  bancos,  arranjos 
Lie  um  homem  so  nSo  podia  obter. 

Um  dos  moleiros  que  fallou  na  reuniao,  disse :  "  Minha  casa  tem 
ito  alguns  negocios  com  Costa  Rica  e  Yucatan  directamente ;  o 
rande  obstaculo  no  negocio  consiste  na  difficuldade  de  fazer  as 
)bran9as,  por  falta  de  facilidades  bancarias.  Os  commerciantes 
lo  honrados  mas  fazem  seus  pagamentos  com  muita  lentidao,  e 
spois  de  ter  esperado  muito  tempo  para  fazel-o,  provavelmente 
iviarSo  uma  lettra  a  sessenta  dias  sobre  alguma  casa  de  New  York." 

Este  relatorio  expressa  as  ideas  da  maior  parte  dos  commer- 
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ciantes  dos  Estados  Unidos  que  tern  tratado  de  estabelecer  relac^es 
de  commercio  seguros  com  os  paizes  que  estSo  situados  ao  sul  dos 
Estddos  Unidos.     O  obstaculo  principal  com  que  tem  luctado 
desde  o  principio,  tanto  os  commerciantes  como  os  fabricantes,  ea 
difficuldade  de  conseguir  facilidades  bancarias.     Alem  disto,  as 
opportunidades    tao    escassas    na   communica9ao    por    vapor,  e 
assumpto  que.salta  a  vista. 


A  FIBRA  DO  RAMIE. 

EXPERIMENTOS  FEITOS  EM  LIMOGES,  FRANCA. 

O  Sr.  Thomas  Barraclough,  de  Londres,  leu  recentemente  urn 
relatorio  no  Instituto  Imperial,  sobre  o  cultivo  do  ramie  e  sua 
manufactura.  O  relatorio  foi  preparado  e  lido  sob  os  auspicios  da 
Sociedade  de  Artes  e  foi  publicado  textualmente  no  periodico 
da  Sociedade. 

Como  resultado  do  convite  do  Sr.  Barraclough,  reuniram-se 
em  Limoges,  Fran9a,  a  27  de  Julho  de  1897,  varios  cavalleiros 
interessados  no  cultivo,  prepara9ao  e  manufactura  do  ramie,  com  0 
proposito  de  inspeccionar  os  trabalhos  experimentaes  da  machina 
descorti9adora  "  Faure." 

O  ramie  que  se  empregou  nesta  experiencia  foi  cultivado  na 
planta9ao  do  Sr.  Faure,  nas  vizinhan9as  de  Limoges,  e  o  experi- 
mento  teve  por  objecto  principal  determinar  si  o  trabalho  do 
descorti9amento  era  tao  satisfactorio,  como  o  descorti9amento  a 
mao  que  pratica  na  China. 

Depois  de  uma  extensa  discussao  sobre  os  varios  pontos  que  se 
apresentaram,  a  seguinte  resolu9ao  foi  approvada  por  unanimidade 
e  firmada  por  todos  presentes : 

Limoges,  27  de  Julho  de  iSg]- 
Os  abaixo  assignados,  presentes  is  experiencias  feitas  pclo  Sr.  Faure  com  sua 
nova  machina  de  descortigar  ramie,  tem  o  prazer  de  declarer  que  tem  ficado 
completamente  satisfeitos  dos  resultados  obtidos.  Sua  opiniao  6  que  0  dcscoru- 
^amento  de  ramie  feito  por  meio  da  machina  "Faure/*  6  igual  ao  que  sc  taz  a 
mao.  Exprimcm  sua  opiniao  de  que  o  problema  do  descorti9amcnto  mechanico 
do  ramie  e  resolvido  de  modo  absolutamente  satisfactorio. 

Um  dos  cavalleiros  presentes,  o  Sr.  Bluntschli,  administrador 
de  um  syndicate  que  tem  grandes  planta9oes  de  ramie  em  Suma- 
tra, disse  que  tinha  empregadoa  machina  descorti9adora  de  Faure, 
com  exito  completo,  e  que  ficava  convencido  de  que  a  fibra  por 
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aquella  obtida  era  igual  a  que  se  obtem  por  meio  do  descorti9a- 
mento  a  mao,  nos  paizes  orientaes. 

O  BoLETiM  Mensal  tern  chamado  a  atten9ilode  tempos  em  tempos 
nao  somente  para  os  varios  usos  a  que  pode  ser  applicada  esta  valiosa 
fibra,  mas  tambem  para  a  adaptabilidade  dos  paizes  da  America  do 
Sul,  America  Central,  Mexico,  e  parte  dos  Estados  Unidos  para 
o  cultivo  daquella  planta.  Tambem  fez-se  referencia  ao  facto  de 
que  a  grande  difRculdade  de  descorticar  e  desgommar  a  fibra  tem 
si  do  vencida  por  meio  de  varias  inven96es  mechanicas.  Panece 
que  a  unica  cousa  que  fica  por  conseguir  no  desenvolvimento 
desta  importante  industria,  e  a  associa9ao  de  productores  e  fabri- 
cantes  n'uma  mais  ampla  coopera9ao. 


COMMERCIO  MISCELLANEO. 

REPUBLICA  ARGENTINA. 

O   Sr.  James  G.  Kelly   pediu   da    municipalidade  dc 
Projecto     de    Estradas    ^^  n  ^ .  •      i  i 

Ferro  Snbterraneas  Elec-  Buenos  Aires  uma  concessao  para  construir  duas  estradas 
tricas  em  Buenos  Aires.        ^       r  i  i  •  1 1         •  i     i  /^ 

de    ferro    subterraneas    electricas    naquella    cidade.      Us 

tunnels  serao  revestidos  com  concreta  de  sufficiente  espessura  para  que  possa 
resistir  a  pressao  da  terra,  servindo  ao  mesmo  tempo  de  substancia  impermea- 
vel ;  e  a  ventila^ao  tcra  lugarpor  meio  de  aberturas  na  estrada  ou  nos  pavimen- 
tos.  Os  trabalhos  serao  comegados  dentro  de  nove  mezes  dcpois  da  approvagao 
dos  pianos,  e  o  caminho  deveri  estar  prompto  para  o  servi^o  publico  dentro 
dos  tres  annos  subsequentcs.  O  prc^o  maximo  de  passagem  nao  deveri  exceder 
de  quinze  centavos,  e  nao  deveri  exceder  de  cinco  centavos  o  pre^o  de  frete  dc 
cada  volume.  Seis  por  cento  do  total  das  rendas  corrcsponder^  a  municipali- 
dade. As  duas  linhas,  com  as  installa^oes  e  material  rodante  passarao  a  ser 
propriedade  da  municipalidade,  livres  de  carga  ou  compensa^ao  ao  fim  do  prazo 
de  noventa  e  nove  annos. 

Importa^io  de  instmmentos     ^  Vice-consul  britannico,  em  Rosario,  diz  que  durante 
Agricoias.  ^  periodo  das  boas  colheitas  de  1889  a  1894,  encontraram 

um  bom  mercado  no  paiz,  135,000  toneladas  dc  arame  de  cercas,  100,000 
arados,  680,000  relhas  de  arado,  2,262  semeadores,  27,680  machinas  de  ceifar 
(incluindo  desespigadores  e  engaveladores),  2,600  debulhadores  e  7,000  machinas 
de  joeirar,  al6m  de  muitas  toneladas  de  instrumentos  de  agricultura  dc  menor 
importancia.  Dcsde  a  crise  e  a  falta  de  boas  colheitas,  a  procura  tem  diminuido 
consideravclmcnte.  O  Vice-consul  diz  que  a  Gra  Bretanha  occupa  o  primeiro 
lugar,  c  OS  Estados  Unidos  o  segundo,  na  importagao  desta  classe  de  machinas. 
OnltiTo  de  Arroz  em  Taca-  ^"^  Tucuman,  a  provincia  assucareira  da  Republica 
™***'  Argentina,  muitos  agricultores  tem-se  dedicado  ao  cultivo 

do  arroz,  para  o  qual  sao  favoraveis  o  clima  e  o  60I0  daquella  provincia.  Dc 
1895  a  1896,  a  terra  plantada  de  arroz  augmentou  de  100  hectares  a  264  hec- 
tares.    Esta  6  uma  area  muito  pcqucna  mas  o  augmento  6  significante.      Em  tcr- 
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A  importagao  total  de  caf6  nos  Estados  Unidos  durante  os  doze  mezes  fiado 
cm  30  Junho  de  1897,  foi  dc  737,645,670  libras,  ou  dcz  libras  por  cab^^^ 
segunda  a  actual  estatistica  da  popula^ao. 

O  caf6  comprado  pelos  Estados  Unidos  foi  importado  de  muitos  paizes  c  esta 
importagao  procedeu  dos  continentes  da  America,  Africa,  Asia  e  Australia. 

Os  principaes   paizes,  em  ordem  de  sua  importancia,  que   exportaram  caf? 
para  os  Estados  Unidos,  foram : 


Brazil 

Venezuela 

Mexico 

Colombia 

Costa  Rica 

Guatemala 

Indias  Hollandezas, 

Haiti 

Salvador 

Aden 


Libras. 

Valor  cm  ouro. 

542,  887,  265 

52.  792. 937 

58,913,154 

8,300,672 

28, 833. 870 

4.59^909 

20.  939,  528 

2,834.631 

19.  300.  381 

2, 800. 652 

11,569.772 

1,744.4" 

11,001,036 

2. 075, 157 

7.  299.  778 

946,700 

7,  147.  369 

1,072,480 

5.118,386 

859,602 

Estes  sao  os  principaes  paizes   de   onde   o   caf6  foi   recebido  para  supprir  0 
mcrcado  americano,  que  consumiu  no  valor  de  $81,544,000  (ouro). 

VENEZUELA. 

Projccto  de  Uma  Linha  de     ^  represcntante  dc  um  syndicato  americano  esti  actual- 
Vapores.  mcnte  em  Venezuela,  fazendo  investiga9oes  sobrc  a  con- 

veniencia  de  cstabelecer  uma  nova  linha  de  vapores  que  faga  o  service  entrc  a 
cidade  dc  New  York  e  os  portos  de  Venezuela,  tocando  em  algumas  das  Aniil- 
has.  O  dito  represcntante  ja  tem  contratado,  segundo  um  relatorio  reccntc, 
2,000  toneladas  de  frete  mcnsaes,  que  tem  sido  garantidas.  O  caminho  que  sc 
projecta,  comprehendera  as  ilhas  de  St.  Thomas,  St.  Kitts,  Guadalupe,  Martinica, 
as  Barbadas  e  Trinidad.  Esta  empreza  prop6e-se  tambem  a  communicagao  por 
vapor  no  rio  Orinoco.  Os  interesses  commerciaes  dos  Estados  Unidos  cm 
Venezuela  estao-se  desenvolvendo  em  diversas  direc^oes  ao  presence ;  tcm-sc 
estabelecido  uma  companhia  intitulada  "  Building  and  Loan  Company,"  cni 
Caracas,  e  a  maior  parte  do  capital  desta  companhia  viri  da  Republica  do 
norte. 

Oonceaaao  a  um  Syndicato        ^   Govcmo  de  Venezuela  conccdeu  a  um  syndicato 
Ingiez.  inglez,    uma   vasta   cxtensao   dc   terra   conhecida  com  0 

nome  de  Territorios  do  Amazonas  de  Venezuela.  A  concessao  comprchcnde 
quasi  o  monopolio  da  navegagao  do  rio  Orinoco,  a  exportayao  da  gomma 
elastica,  e  um  vasto  projccto  de  immigra^ao.  Diz-se  que  esta  companhia  csu 
tratando  de  obter  dos  Governos  da  Colombia  e  do  Brazil,  uma  concessao  ana- 
loga  dos  territorios  do  Amazonas  pertencentes  a  cada  um  destes  paizes  e  q"C 
sao  contiguos  i  frontcira  de  Venezuela.  O  territorio  6  muito  rico  e  sc  com- 
munica  por  meio  de  canaes  ou  rios  do  Orinoco  ao  Amazonas.  Duas  commis- 
soes  visitaram  o  paiz,  em  nome  deste  syndicato;  uma,  sobre  a  direc^ao  do 
Professor  Borolius  da  Universidade  de  Upsala,  e  a  outra  sob  a  do  Maior  S. 
Paterson  de  Argyll  e  Sutherland  Highlanders. 
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Diz-se  que  o  mesmo  dccrcto  dispoe  que  a  exportagao  de  todos  os  productos 
naturacs  ou  manufacturados  de  Guatemala,  com  a  excep^So  do  caf6,  seri  livre 
de  direito,  a  contar  daquella  data,  e  que  si  a  baixa  no  pre^o  do  caf6  continuar  ou 
augmentar,  o  Executivo  poderfi,  em  qualquer  tempo,  supprimir  os  direitos  sobre 
este  producto. 

HAITI. 

Direitos  do.  Oidadio.  do.  ^^  noticias  recebidas  sabe-se  que  o  Governo  de  Haiti, 
Brtado.  Unido..  pQ,.  un^  dccreto  executivo  recentemente  expedido,  con- 
cedeu  aos  cidadaos  dos  Estados  Unidos  residentes  em  Haiti,  os  mesmos  direitos 
e  privilegios  de  que  gozam  os  naturaes  em  assumptos  de  commercio  e  de  tra- 
balho.  O  decreto  refere-se  especialmente  is  iicengas  commerciaes  e  ao  com- 
mercio ao  retalho. 

PARAGUAY. 

Introdnc9ao  de  Moinho.  de  ^  criacao  de  gado  6  a  industria  principal  e  a  mais  lucra- 
Vento  americano..  [jva  do  Paraguay,  mas  por  falta  d*agua  nos  ranchos,  tem 
de  levar  o  gado  por  muitas  milhas  de  distancia  para  beber  agua,  o  qual  6  um 
obstaculo  para  o  desenvolvimento  da  dita  industria.  O  Sr.  Ruffin,  Consul 
dos  Estados  Unidos  em  Assumpgao,  indica  a  necessidade  que  existe  alii  de  bons 
moinhos  de  vento  de  fabricayao  americana,  os  quaes  podiam  ser  montados  pelos 
^riadores  para  tirar  a  agua,  assim  vencendo  este  grande  inconveniente  no  desen- 
volvimento dessa  industria. 

PERU. 

Eatabelecimento  de  una  Fab-  Uma   companhia   COm    um    capital    de    $40,000   foi 

rica  de  Phosphoro.  e  ^m^  .  . 

Fondiffto  em  OaiiAo.  estabelecido   em  CalUo,  para  fabricar  phosphoros   de 

cera  e  de  seguran^a.  Como  a  industria  esti  em  sua  infancia,  o  producto  6 
todavia  inferior  aos  phosphoros  do  estrangeiro.  Concedeu-se  pefmissao  para  o 
estabelecimento  de  uma  fundigao  fora  da  cidade,  e  se  estao  construindo  obras  de 
drenagem  e  aqueducto,  a  um  custo  de  $300,000.  Durante  o  anno  de  1897,  as 
rendas  aduaneiras  montaram  a  $2,100,000. 

ESTADOS  UNIDOS. 

Ezporta9todeMachina.para     ^  exportagao  de  machinas,  para  a  fabrica  de  assucar, 

e  AMncar.       que  teve  lugar  dos  Estados  Unidos  para  a  America  do  Sul 

no  mez  de  Abril,  6  a  maior  que  se  tem  conhecido  por  muito  tempo.     Segundo 

0  American  Exporter,"  as  Republicas  Argentina,  Colombia  e  Salvador  sao  os 
princjpaes  mercados  em  que  se  vendem  essas  machinas.  A  exporta^ao  foi  no 
valor  de  $50^000,  de  que  a  Republica  Argentina  recebeu  dous  ter^os  e  o  resto 

01  vendido  em  Honda,  Colombia,  e  em  Acaiutla,  Salvador.  Dizem  que  estas 
macninas  importam-sc  exclusivamente  para  os  grandes  engenhos  assucareiros  e 
nao  para  os  pequenos  engenhos  movidos  por  forga  animal. 

Oonana,  Segundo  o   "  Mexican  Financier,"  o  Mexico  encontra 

e  deveri  encontrar  sempre  nos  Estados  Unidos  o  mais 

ex  ten  so  inerca(/(7r>^x'0.    a  venda  de  seu  caf6.      O   povo  americano  6  o  maior  con- 

sumidor  dc  ^^^^  cs€:c     6  um  producto  que  nao  pode  ser  cultivado  dentro  dos 

^^^^^^^iimitcsfjg^^^   ry^ti^-z.      As  estatisticas  commerciaes  do  anno  fiscal,  findo  em 

3^  ^^ J^^ho  Q](j^^     cr4::^J^tcm  as  importa^fies  de  cafe. 
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par  leurs  delegues,  ont,  d'un  commun  accord,  vote  les  fonds  ne-^^c 
saires  a  I'etablissement  d'une  association  connue  sous  le  non — lai 

"PUnion  Internationale  Americaine  des  Republiques  America mii 

pour  la  recherche  et  la  prompte  distribution  d'informations  c    ^=roi 

merciales,"  qui  serait  representee  dans  la  capitale  des  Etats-l ^^^ 

par  un  bureau  nomme  "  Bureau  des  Republiques  Americaii -j^^ 

Cet  organe  des  gouvernements  independants  du  Nouveau  Mg^/jj 
etait  place  sous  la  surveillance  du  Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangi^5re5 
et  devait  exister  pendant  une  periode  de  dix  ans  a  titre  d'ess^^/  ^^ 
etre  maintenu  indefiniment  pendant  des  periodcs  successives  de  dU 
annees  dans  le  cas  oii  les  resultats  seraient  satisfaisants. 

A  la  premiere  session  du  ji*"  Congres  des  Etats-Unis,  cette 
Institution,  par  un  "Acte  autorisant  Temploi  de  fbnds  pour  le 
maintien  du  service  diplomatique  et  consulaire,  etc.,"  approuvc 
le  14  juillet  1890,  a  donne  au  President  Tautorisation  de  mettre 
en  vigueur  les  recommandations  de  la  conference  autant  qu'il 
le  jugerait  a  propos,  et  a  vote  $36,000  pour  Torganisation  et 
Tetablissement  du  Bureau;  il  a  ete  stipule  J)ar  les  delegues 
assembles  en  conference,  que  cette  somme  ne  serait  pas  depassee 
et  que  les  Etats-Unis  devraient  chaque  annee  l-avancer  et  la  diviser 
ensuite  entre  les  differentes  Republiques,  en  proportion  de  leur 
population. 

Le  26  aout  1890,  on  a  nomme  Directeur,  M.  William  E. 
Curtis,  avec  les  instructions  necessaires  a  Torganisation  du  Bureau. 
En  peu  de  temps,  il  a  demontre  la  sagesse  de  la  conference,  sous 
les  recommandations  de  laquelle  le  Bureau  avait  ete  institue.  Le 
Bureau  a  re9u  presque  immediatement  ^approbation  du  public 
par  suite  du  soin  et  de  Phabilete  dont  il  a  fait  preuve  en  recueil- 
lant,  en  comparant  et  en  publiant  les  renseignements  relatifs  aux 
ressources,  a  la  croissance  et  aux  occasions  commercials  des 
Republiques  de  I'Amerique  Espagnole,  et  en  faisant  voir  a  ces 
Republiques  les  nombreux  avantages  que  leur  offrent  les  marches 
des  Etats-Unis. 

La  Conference  a  decide  que  les  attributions  du  Bureau  seraient 
de  preparer  et  de  publier  les  Bulletins  relatifs  au  commerce  et 
aux  ressources  des  Republiques  Americaines,  et  de  foumir  des 
renseignements  pouvant  interesser  les  manufacturiers,  les  commcr- 
cants  et  les   expcditeurs.     De  plus,  ces  renseignements  doivent 
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rtre,  en  tout  temps,  a  la  disposition  des  personnes  desireuses  d'ob- 
enir  des  informations  au  sujet  des  reglements  des  tarifs  douaniers, 
.ussi  bien  qu'au  sujet  du  commerce  et  de  la  navigation. 

Les  employes  choisis  par  M.  Curtis  se  composaient  de  traduc- 
curs  de  I'espagnol  et  du  portugais.  d'employes,  de  stcnographes, 
tc,  dont  la  tache  etait  assez  difficile.  Des  le  commencement,  il 
levint  necessaire  de  former  une  bibliotheque  de  publications 
tatistiques  et  officielles  des  differents  gouvernements  contribuant 
LUX  fins  communes — bibliotheque  qui  est  aujourd'hui  unique  sous 
>eaucoup  de  rapports.  Elle  est  formce  de  litterature  officielle  et 
jenerale  ayant  trait  aux  Republiques  Americaines  qui  ont  ofFert 
jratuitement  beaucoup  de  volumes,  et  elle  re9oit  rcgulierement  les 
jfincipales  publications  periodiques  et  les  principaux  journaux 
jublies  dans  PAmerique  Latine.  Ces  derniers  sont  mis  en  liasse 
It  ont  etc  tres  utiles  au  Corps  Diplomatique  et  aux  chercheurs 
le  renseignements  sur  les  nations  meridionales.  II  est  impossible 
robtenir  ailleurs  une  aussi  grande  quantite  de  renseignements,  et  il 
I'y  a  pas  de  meilleurs  pour  Tetude  des  difFerentes  coutumes,  societes, 
listoires  et  commerces  de  PAmerique  Espagnole.  Voici  le  nom- 
>re  des  difFerentes  publications  dans  la  bibliotheque  du  Bureau: 
R.eliees  en  toile,  1,542;  reliees  en  papier  ou  brochures,  2,318; 
publications  periodiques,  140;  journaux,  65,  soit  un  total  de 
|-,o65  publications  que  Ton  augmente  tons  les  jours  par  voie 
I'achat  ou  de  donation. 

Le  principal  travail  du  Bureau  pendant  les  huit  annees  de   son 

existence  a  ete  la  compilation  de  guides  et  d'annuaires  de  com- 

nerce,  qui  ont  ete  publics  et  qu'on  public  encore  periodiquement 

lu  sujet  de  chaque  pays  qui  contribue  a  son  existence  et  des  nom- 

3reuses  colonies  du  Vieux  Monde  dans  PHemisphere  Occidental. 

Ces  publications  contiennent  les  informations  generales  et  particu- 

lieres  que  desirent  les  commercants,  les  fabricants  et  les  expediteurs 

ies  continents  americains.     EUes  proviennent  de  renseignements 

•e9us  directement  de  sources  officielles  et  authentiques  sans  aucun 

egard  aux  publications  precedentes  sur  les  memes  sujets,  et  leur 

preparation   a   necessairement   occasionne    beaucoup    de  travail, 

d'etude,  de  correspondance  et  de  depense.     Cette  derniere  a  ete 

['obstacle  serieux  contre  lequel  les  differents  directeurs  ont  eu  a 

lutter.     Tous  se  sont  bien  rendu  compte  du  grand  champ  d'utilite 
Bull.  No.  12 11 
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qui  attendait  le  Bureau  des  sa  creation,  et  on  doit  les  felicitcr 
d'avoir  tant  fait,  avec  si  peu  de  ressources  a  leur  disposition,  pour 
eclairer  les  peuples  des  pays  formant  TUnion  Internationale  sur 
leurs  ressources  respectives  et  leurs  probabilites  commerciales,  pur 
encourager  le  commerce  et  pour  etendre  et  elargir  les  relations  fra- 
ternelles  qui  existent  entre  eux, 

Lorsque  le  Bureau  entreprit  cette  tache  attrayante,  il  y  avait 
une  grande  ignorance  au  sujet  de  la  condition  politique,  com- 
merciale  et  sociale  existant  dans  toutes  les  nations  reunies 
maintenant  pour  le  bien  de  tous.  II  y  avait,  il  est  vrai,  beaucoup 
de  publications  en  anglais,  soi-disant  correctes  en  beaucoup  de  cas, 
mais  qui  manquaient  absolument  d'authenticite  dans  leurs  rap- 
ports sur  les  pays  de  TAmerique  du  Centre  et  du  Sud.  Le  soin 
avec  lequel  on  prepare  les  Bulletins  du  Bureau  et  la  verification 
a  laquelle  ils  sont  soumis  avant  la  publication,  par  des  fonction- 
naires  ou  agents  diplomatiques  des  gouvernements  auxquels  ils  se 
rapportent,  contribuent  a  les  rendre  dignes  de  foi,  exactes  et  authen- 
tiques.  II  est  clairement  dcmontre  que  ces  qualites  sont  recon- 
nues  par  suite  de  la  revision  dans  le  text  e  des  encyclopedies 
populaires,  des  geographies  et  des  livres  de  renseignements  dans 
les  ecoles,  concernant  les  contrees  de  I'Amcrique  Latine. 

Des  le  commencement,  la  demande  des  publications  du  Bureau 
a  etc  tres  grande,  depassant  de  beaucoup  la  quantite  disponibic 
d'apres  les  limites  pecuniaires  accordees  au  Bureau.  Cet  etat  de 
choses  s'est  presente  au  premier  Directeur,  et  a  retarde  serieuse- 
ment  Tutilite  du  Bureau  en  empechant  plusieurs  milliers  de  per- 
sonnes  de  recevoir  des  renseignements  qu'elles  desiraient  et  aux- 
quels elles  avaient  droit.  Depuis  son  etablissement,  jusqu'en 
octobre  1893,  on  a  distribue  gratuitement  les  publications,  et  on  a 
du  reserver  necessairement  les  editions  de  cinq  mille  ou  moins  de 
chacune,  aux  quelques  bibliotheques  publiques,  aux  organisations 
commercials  et  aux  individus  interesses  directement  dans  le 
commerce  avec  les  pays  auxquels  elles  se  rapportaient.  Pendant 
la  premiere  annee  de  Pexistence  du  Bureau,  les  demandes  des 
Etats-Unis  seuls  s'elevaient  a  trente-huit  mille,  et  les  autres  Repu- 
bliques  en  demanderent  un  nombre  presque  egal.  Pendant  la 
seconde  annee,  la  demande  des  publications  prit  des  proportions 
si  considerables  et  devint  si  nombreuses  de  la  part  des  membres 
du  Congres  pour  leurs  commettants,  qu'a  la  premiere  seance  du 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  ^^3S 

'2^  Congres  ce  corps  a  commande  des  editions  speciales  du 
ISuLLETiN  principal  pour  etre  distribuees  aux  Senateurs  et  aux 
Deputes. 

Les  ecoles  puoliques,  dont  ^attention  speciale  avait  ete  appelee 
sur  I'etude  des  affaires  de  I'Amerique  Espagnole  par  suite  de  la 
reunion  de  la  Conference  Internationale  Americaine,  etaient  parmi 
les  solliciteurs  des  publications  du  Bureau.  II  etait  malheureuse- 
ment  evident  qu'on  ne  pouvait  en  distribuer  egalement  parmi  les 
fcibliotheques  publiques  aux  Etats-Unis,  au  nombre  de  plus  de 
1  I, GOO,  en  laissant  de  cote  celles  des  Republiques  Soeurs  et  les 
120,000,000  d^habitants  des  dix-neuf  Republiques  interessees. 
Pour  faire  face  a  ces  exigences  et  aux  demandes  toujours  croissantes 
cde  ceux  pour  qui  le  Bureau  etait  etabli,  il  y  avait  une  question 
embarrassante  qui  de  bonne  heur  e  reclama  ^attention  des  membres 
exccutifs  du  Bureau.  Le  second  Directeur,  M.  Clinton  Furbish, 
cjui  le  18  mai  1893  ^^  P^^^  ^^  responsabilite  jusqu'au  29  mars 
1897,  publia  une  circulaire  en  octobre  1893,  exposant  les  faits, 
comme  ci-dessus  indiques  et  annon^ant  que  dorenavant  on  exi- 
gerait  un  prix  modique  pour  toutes  les  publications  afin  d'en 
assurer  la  distribution  impartiale.  Cette  tentative,  que  Ton  croyait 
a  premiere  vue  devoir  diminuer  les  demandes,  demontra  en  peu 
de  mois  que  le  Bureau  s'etait  plus  fermement  etabli  sur  les  ele- 
ments commerciaux  des  differents  pays  interesses  qu'on  ne  s'y 
attendait  en  premier  lieu.  Les  demandes  de  renseignements  et  de 
publications  ont  augmente  sensiblement,  et  on  pent  raisonnable- 
ment  s'attendre  a  un  revenu  considerable  qui  aidera  beaucoup 
a  realiser  les  plans  du  travail  du  Bureau. 

Conformement  aux  recommandations  de  la  Conference  Inter- 
nationale Americaine,  on  a  inaugure  pendant  Tadministration  de 
M.  Furbish  la  publication  des  Bulletins  Mensuels,  ayant  pour 
objet  de  recueillir  et  publier  des  renseignements  sur  les  differentes 
industries  des  differentes  Republiques  et  les  probabilites  de  profit 
dans  leur  developpement.  Le  premier  de  ces  Bulletins  a  paru 
en  octobre  1893,  ayant  pour  titre  "  Le  Cafe  en  Amcrique."  Le 
second  a  paru  en  novembre  sous  le  titre  de  "Houille  et  Petrole 
en  Colombie."  La  publication  a  maintenant  atteint  son  cinqui- 
eme  volume.  Le  format  de  cette  publication,  qui  va  toujours  en 
augmentant,  est  la  meilleure  preuve  de  ^appreciation  dont  elle  jouit 
par  toutes  les  classes,  au  profit  desquelles  le  Bureau  a  ete  etabli. 
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Pendant  Tannee  1896,  les  representants  des  pays  qui  compo- 
sent  "1' Union  Internationale  des  Republiques  Americanes"  ont 
pris  une  mesure  tres  importante.  En  vue  d'accomplir  les  inten- 
tions evidentes  des  organisateurs  de  ce  mouvement,  on  a  com- 
munique une  invitation  aux  representants  des  nations  fonnant 
rUnion,  les  priant  de  se  reunir  au  Ministere  des  Affaires  Etran- 
geres  des  Etats-Unis  en  vue  de  se  consuher  sur  le  travail  fiitur  du 
Bureau  et  de  son  developpement.  Cette  reunion  a  eu  lieu  le  1" 
avril  1896,  toutes  les  nations  independantes  de  1' Union  y  etant 
representees,  a  Texception  de  la  Republique  Argentine,  la  Bolivic, 
le  Paraguay,  Saint-Domingue  et  Haiti.  Le  trait  dominant  de  la 
discussion  qui  a  eu  lieu,  a  etc  I'interet  montre  dans  le  travail  du 
Bureau  par  ceux  qui  y  assistaient,  aussi  leur  desir  d'augmenter  son 
utilite. 

On  a  nomme  un  comite  de  cinq  memores  pour  faire  un  rapport 
sur  le  meilleur  moyen  de  mettre  a  execution  les  idees  des  repre- 
sentants.   Ce  comite  se  composait  de  Sefior  Don  Mat! as  Romero, 
Envoye  Extraordinaire  et  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  du  Mexique; 
de  Senhor  Salvador  de  Mendon^a,  Envoye  Extraordinaire  et 
Ministre     Plenipotentiaire    du     Bresil;     de    Senor     Don    Jose 
Andrade,  Envoye  Extraordinaire  et  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  du 
Venezuela;    de  Senor  Don  Antonio   Lazo  Arriaga,   Envoye 
Extraordinaire  et    Ministre    Plenipotentiaire    du    Guatemala,  et 
de   Senor  Don    Joaquin  Bernardo    Calvo,    Charge    d'AfFaires 
ad  interim   (eleve    depuis  au    rang   de    Ministre    Resident),  de 
Costa  Rica.     Ayant  consacre  beaucoup  de  temps  aux  sujets  qui 
lui  etaient  soumis,  le  comite  a  fait  un  dernier  rapport  le  4  juin 
1896,  qui  fut  adopte  par  les  representants  comme  base  du  Gou- 
vernement  des  affaires  de  I'Union.     Le  rapport  disait  en  effet,  que 
rintention   de    la    Conference    Internationale    Americaine    etait 
d'etablir  un  Bureau  d'un  caractere  entierement  international ;  qu'cn 
vue  de  ce  projet,  il  etait  desirable  que  les  sujets   des  differentes 
contrces  fussent  egalement  eligibles  a  toutes  les  positions  dans 
le    Bureau    au    moyen    d'un   concours;    que    Pinteret   commun 
serait   mieux   servi    par   Taccroissement  du   plan   de  travail  du 
Bureau,  en  le  constituant  Porgane  de  T Union,  non  seulemcnt  en 
vue  de  reunir  et  de  distribuer  les  renseignements  commerciaux, 
mais  en  s'occupant  de  tous  les  sujets  relatifs  a  la  vie  economiquc 
et  de  la  croissance  des  contrees  de  TUnion;  que  cet  elargisscment 
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du  travail  entrainait  a  une  augmentation  de  depense,  tandis  qu'on 
ne  voulait  pas  depasser  les  limites  des  depenses  votees  des  le 
debut ;  qu'on  pourrait  mieux  faire  face  a  cette  augmentation  dans 
les  depenses,  par  Tinsertion  d'annonces  dans  les  publications  du 
Bureau. 

La-dessus,  le  rapport  recommandait  que  le  Directeur  du  Bureau 
fut  autorise  a  prendre  des  mesures  immediates  pour  Tinsertion 
d'annonces  dans  la  publication,  et  de  plus,  le  rapport  proposait  un 
plan  pour  la  reorganisation  du  Bureau,  renfermant  certains  regle- 
ments  relatifs  aux  examens  des  candidats  se  presentant  pour  des 
positions.  Ce  plan  proposait  aussi  la  creation  d'un  comite  executif 
permanent,  se  composant  de  cinq  des  representants  des  nations  ame- 
ricaines  qui  constituent  P Union.  Quatre  de  ceux-ci  exerceront  leur 
emploi,  chacun  leur  tour,  selon  Pordre  alphabetique  des  noms  de 
leurs  pays  dans  I'une  des  quatre  langues  de  T Union,  precedemment 
choisie  au  sort  a  un  meeting  des  representants,  le  Ministre  des 
Affaires  Etrangeres  etant  toujours  un  membre  ex-officio.  A  la 
fin  de  la  premiere  annee,  le  premier  membre  du  comite  sera 
remplace  par  le  cinquieme  qui  sera  mentionne  sur  la  liste  alpha- 
betique, le  second  membre  sera  remplace  par  le  sixieme  a  la  fin 
de  la  seconde  annee,  et  ainsi  de  suite.  Le  Comite  Executif  se 
reunira  en  session  ordinaire  le  premier  lundi  de  chaque  mois,  et  en 
session  extraordinaire  quand  il  en  sera  prie  de  le  faire  par  le 
Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangeres,  et  il  pent  convoquer  une  reunion 
de  tous  les  representants  de  TUnion  lorsque  la  majorite  de  ses 
membres  la  demandera. 

Le  Comite  Executif  agit  comme  conseil  de  surveillance  de 
^administration  du  Bureau,  et  trois  de  ses  membres,  soit  en  per- 
sonne,  soit  par  des  agents  designes  par  eux,  forment  une  section 
du  comite  pour  I'examen  des  candidats  aux  places  vacantes  dans 
le  Bureau.  II  s'occupe  du  reglement  des  comptes  du  Bureau. 
Le  Directeur  doit  faire  un  rapport  aux  gouvernements  formant 
PUnion,  aussitot  que  possible  apres  le  i^""  juillet  de  chaque  annee, 
sur  le  travail  du  Bureau  pour  Pannee  precedente.  De  plus  de  la 
presentation  detaillee  des  recettes  et  depenses  pour  Pannee  a 
laquelle  il  se  rapporte,  ce  rapport  indiquera  les  quotes-parts  que 
doivent  payer  les  pays  respect ifs  formant  P Union  et  comprendra 
une  estimation  des  recettes  et  depenses  pour  Pannee  suivante. 
On  a  demande  a  chacun  des  gouvernements  d'envoyer  au  Bureau 
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un  recueil  de  ses  lois,  soit  nationales  ou  federales,  ainsi  que  dc 
routes  les  publications  qui  ont  rapport  a  sa  geographic,  a  ses 
industries,  a  son  commerce  et  a  ses  ressources  en  general.  Les 
publications  du  Bureau,  sous  forme  de  bulletins  mensuels,  de 
guides  ou  de  monographes,  se  rapporteront  specialement  aux 
affaires  commerciales,  telles  que,  droits  de  douanes,  transports, 
budgets,  statistiques,  et  tout  sujet  relatif  au  commerce  et  aux 
industries  en  general  de  la  nation  formant  I'Union.  De  plus,  le 
Bureau  publiera  des  renseignements  geographiques  au  sujet  de 
decouvertes  et  d'explorations  et  en  general  sur  toutes  choses 
pouvant  augmenter  la  connaissance  des  conditions  economiques 
et  des  ressources  desdites  nations. 

Le  Bulletin  Mensuel  de  novembre  1896,  etait  le  premier 
bulletin  public  avec  des  annonces,cet  exemplaire  contenant  trente- 
neuf  annonces  de  maisons  commerciales  importantes.  L'exem- 
plaire  de  Janvier  en  contenait  quarante-sept  et  depuis  lors  les 
annonces  ont  augmente  si  rapidement  que  le  Bulletin,  qui,  au 
mois  de  novembre  contenait  cent  quarante-et-une  pages  d'annonces 
et  de  sujets  de  lecture  en  contenait  dans  celu!  d'avril,  1898,  trois 
cent  vingt-quatre  dont  cent  vingt-neuf  etaient  specialement  affectees 
aux  annonces  de  commer9ants  des  Etats-Unis. 

Jusqu'au  ler  mars,  1898,  on  sollicitait  des  annonces  sur  com- 
mission, mais  on  a  cesse  cette  maniere  de  faire.  Les  demandes 
speciales  de  renseignements  auxquelles  le  Bureau  doit  repondre 
chaque  jour  sont  tres  nombreuses.  Les  demandes  concernant  le 
commerce,  qui  lui  ont  ete  adressees  pendant  les  quatre  premiers 
mois  de  son  existene  s'elevaient  au  nombre  de  sept  cents,  tandis 
qu'actuellement  la  poste  lui  en  apporte  un  nombre  aussi  grand 
dans  le  meme  nombre  de  semaines.  Ces  demandes  proviennent 
naturellement  en  plus  grande  partie  de  commer9ants,  de  fabricants, 
et  d'hommes  d'affaires  des  Etats-Unis  qui  desirent  augmenter 
leur  commerce  avec  les  Republiques  du  Sud  et  sous  ce  rapport, 
le  Bureau  est  d'une  utilite  indispensable  aux  manufacturiersouaux 
exportateurs  de  I'interieur  et  de  petites  villes  des  Etats-Unis. 

Ceux  qui  cherchent  en  general  des  renseignements  sont  lesfabn- 
cants  de  fourniture  de  chemins  de  fer,  de  machines  agricoles  et 
minieres,  d'outils,  de  wagons,  de  meubles,  de  papeterie,  de  quin- 
caillerie,  d'articles  en  cuir,  de  bijouterie,  de  drogues,  de  produits 
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chimiques  et  aussi  ceux  qui  sont  interesses  dans  d'autres  branches 
d'industrie  suivant  leurs  besoins  et  suivant  aussi  les  demandes  qui 
leur  sont  faites  pour  les  marches  des  pays  du  Sud.  Le  Bureau 
repond  a  ces  demands  d'informations  autant  qu'il  lui  est  possible, 
pour  satistaire  chaque  demande  en  particulier,  donnant  des  con- 
seils  et  des  renseignements  a  celui  qui  s'informe  sur  le  climat  et 
les  conditions  du  marche  qu'il  a  en  vue,  afin  qu'il  puisse  preparer 
ses  marchandises  pour  la  circonstance  et  souvent  il  est  mis  en  rap- 
port avec  des  personnes  qui  Taident  volontiers  a  introduire  et  a 
vendre  ses  marchandises.  Mais  les  chercheurs  de  renseignements 
ne  se  bornent  pas  a  ce  continent,  ni  aux  commer9ants  et  fabricants. 
On  re^oit  de  TEurope,  aussi  bien  que  des  Etats-Unis,  un  nombre  de 
lettres  remplies  de  questions  relatives  au  climat,  au  sol,  aux  lois, 
aux  mines,  aux  gages  payes,  aux  procedes  agricoles,  aux  taxes, 
aux  conditions  sociales,  etc.,  des  republiques  americaines.  Le 
travail  immense  qu'occasionnait  la  reponse  a  ces  demandes  de 
renseignements  qui  comprennent  un  champ  si  etendu  et  prennent 
un  temps  considerable,  a  double  le  travail  d'employcs  attaches  au 
Bureau  et  en  septembre  1897,  on  a  cree  une  section  de  renseigne- 
ments ayant  pour  objet  de  repondre,  dans  le  plus  bref  delai  et 
d'une  maniere  aussi  exacte  et  detaillee  que  possible,  aux  nom- 
breuses  demandes  concernant  les  republiques  de  I'Amerique  latine, 
qui  arrivent  au  Bureau  de  jour  en  jour.  Cette  section  est  sous  la 
direction  de  M.  Henry  L.  Bryan,  ex-premier  secretaire  de  Bureau 
de  fevrier  1891  au  20  mars  1893. 

La  Conference  Internationale  Americaine  a  surtout  recom- 
mande  la  publication  d'un  code  de  nomenclature  d'articles  de 
marchandises  d'exportation  ou  d'importation.  Le  travail  de  la 
preparation  de  ce  code  de  termes  commerciaux  retomba  sur  le 
Bureau  et  on  le  termina  en  1897.  ^^  travail,  tel  qu'il  est  com- 
plete, forme  trois  volumes  en  anglais,  en  espagnol  et  en  portugais 
avec  les  equivalents  pour  chaque  cas  dans  les  autres  langues.  Ce 
recueil  est  le  fruit  de  sept  ans  de  travail  et  il  est  gcneralement 
reconnu  parmi  les  personnes  faisant  le  commerce  latin  amcricain 
com  me  un  travail  de  la  plus  grande  utilite,  contenant  (comme  il 
le  fait)  plus  de  28,000  termes  designant  des  articles  de  commerce 
ranges  par  ordre  alphabetique  dans  les  langues  citees.  L'avantage 
que  I'exportation  et  I'importation  retireront  d'une  pareille  publica- 
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tion  est  incalculable.  On  ne  pent  trouver  en  aucun  dictionnaire 
espagnol  ou  portugais  la  plupart  des  termes  qui  sont  employes, 
specialement  en  parlant  de  machines  et  des  differentes  parties  qui 
les  composent,  ainsi  que  des  inventions  electriques  si  nombreuses 
dans  ces  derniers  temps.  Le  Ministere  des  Finances  des  Etats- 
Unis  adopta,  en  jahvier  1898,  le  code  de  nomenclature  commer- 
ciale  comme  modele  a  Tusage  de  toutes  les  douanes  sous  sa 
direction  et  on  compte  que  la  plus  grande  partie  des  nations  inte- 
ressees  dans  le  Bureau  suivront  cet  exemple.  Le  travail  le  plus 
important  de  I'annee  1897  ^  ^^^  '^  preparation  de  TAnnuaire  de 
Commerce  des  Republiques  Americaines,  travail  commence  sous 
le  feu  directeur,  Joseph  Smith,  que  le  Bureau  a  eu  le  malheur  de 
perdre  dans  les  premiers  mois  de  Tannee  1898,  un  an  a  peine  apres 
sa  nomination. 

Bientot  apres  son  entree  au  Bureau  en  qualite  de  Directeur  (29 
mars  1897,)  ^'  Smith  a  ete  convaincu  que  Tun  des  moyens  les 
plus  efficaces  pour  le  rapprochement  plus  ctroit  des  manufactu- 
riers  et  des  commer9ants  des  differentes  contrees  et  par  consequent 
pour  le  developpement  de  Industrie  et  du  commerce,  etait  de  leur 
fournir  des  renseignements,  dignes  de  foi,  sur  les  maisons  interessees 
dans  les  branches  particulieres  de  corhmerce  ou  de  productions, 
accompagnes  des  demieres  donnees  relativement  aux  ressources, 
aux  manufacturiers,  aux  usages  commerciaux,  aux  lois  relatives 
aux  patentes  et  a  la  propriete  litteraire,  aux  licenses  commer- 
ciales,  aux  tarifs  des  douanes,  aux  reglements  de  passeports,  aux 
lois  minieres,  etc.,  des  republiques  americaines,  des  colonies  des 
Indes  Occidentales  et  de  I'Amerique  du  Centre  et  du  Sud,  avec 
lesquelles  ils  sont  si  intimement  associes  dans  les  rapports  commer- 
ciaux. Les  commer9ants  des  Etats-Unis  ont  regonnu  qu'un 
travail  de  cette  nature  etait  une  des  necessites  les  plus  pressantes 
pour  le  developpement  du  commerce  avec  les  contrees  de  TAme- 
rique  Latine.  Cette  entreprise  etait  d'une  grande  importance  et 
entrainait  des  depenses  considerables  d'argent  et  de  temps.  On 
I'a  dirigee  avec  le  plus  gjrand  soin,  afin  que  les  publications  soient 
partout  reconnues  comme  une  autorite.  On  a  public  le  premier 
volume  dans  les  huits  mois  qui  ont  suivi  son  commencement  et  le 
second  volume  paraitra  prochainement.  Monsieur  le  Ministrc 
Sherman,  representant  le  Comite  executif  du  Bureau  des  Repub- 
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liques  Americaines,  accompagne  d'autres  membres  du  comitc,  a 
ofFert  officiellement  au  President  Mc  Kinley  le  premier  exem- 
plaire  du  premier  volume  de  TAnnuaire  de  Commerce  public  par 
le  Bureau  le  ii  novembre,  1897. 

En  presentant  ce  volume  au  President,  M.  le  Ministre  dit  que 
c'etait  la  premiere  fois  qu'une  pareille  publication  paraissait  dans 
le  monde.  Les  membres  du  Cabinet  des  Etats-Unis,  les  Pouvoirs 
executifs  et  membres  des  cabinets  de  toutes  les  contrees  interessees 
dans  I'Union,  de  mcme  que  les  principales  chambres  de  commerce 
et  societes  commerciales  ont  envoye  au  Bureau  des  lettres  recom- 
mandant  ce  grand  travail.  Beaucoup  des  plus  importantes  maisons 
commerciales  des  Etats-Unis  ont  fait  Teloge  de  la  publication 
comme  etant  la  plus  complete  qui  ait  jamais  paru  et  dont  on 
avait  le  plus  pressant  besoin.  Cette  publication  fait  voir  le  pro- 
fond  jugement  et  Tesprit  etendu  du  feu  Directeur. 

Au  deces  de  M.  Smith,  le  Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangeres  a 
designe  comme  Directeur  interimaire  du  Bureau,  M.  Frederic 
Emory,  Chef  du  Bureau  du  Commerce  Exterieur  et  le  28  fevrier, 
le  Comite  Executif  Ta  nomme  Directeur.  M.  Emory  a  repris  le 
travail  oti  son  predecesseur  Pavait  laisse  et  il  s'occupe  maintenant 
de  mener  a  bonne  fin  les  interets  generaux  de  TUnion  Interna- 
tionale sur  les  bases  ctablies  par  M.  Smith.  M.  Emory  a  servi 
comme  Secretaire  du  Bureau  de  mars  1893  j^squ'au  17  avril, 
1894,  epoque  a  laquelle  il  fut  nomme  Chef  du  Bureau  du  Com- 
merce Exterieur  (alors  le  Bureau  de  Statisque)  dont  les  devoirs 
sont  pareils  a  ceux  de  sa  position  actuelle  comme  Directeur. 
C'est  seulement  le  21  mai  1898  qu'on  a  nomme  le  successeur  de 
M.Emory  enqualitede  Secretaire  du  Bureau,  cette  position  etant 
restee  vacante  pendant  cette  periode.  A  cette  date,  le  Comite 
Executif  a  nomme  Secretaire,  Dr.  Horacio  Guzman. 

Avant  Tetablissement  du  Bureau,  un  des  plus  grands  obstacles 
au  developpement  de  commerce  entre  les  Etats-Unis  et  leurs 
voisins  du  Sud  et  des  Indes  Occidentals  a  toujours  ete  Tignorance 
dans  laquelle  se  trouvaient  les  commer9aiits  et  les  manufacturiers 
du  pays  cite  en  premier  lieu,  en  ce  qui  concerne  les  exigences 
particulieres  des  marches  qu'ils  desiraient  controler.  Comment 
eloigner  cet  obstacle  au  commerce  et  ouvrir  ces  marches  aux 
marchandises    des    Etats-Unis?     C'est    ce    qui  a  ete  Pobjet  de 
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beaucoup  d'etudes  serieuses.  C'est  ici  que  le  Bureau  vint  au 
secours  du  commer9ant  et  du  manufacturier  actifs  et  justifia  le 
jugement  sain  de  la  Conference  qui  avait  decide  sa  creation. 

11  y  en  avait  qui  decriaient  comme  chimerique  Tentreprise  de 
la  Conference  Internationale  Americaine  et  regardaient  comme 
un  projet  extravagant  et  inutile  la  creation  du  Bureau.  Toutefois 
rimportance  de  cette  association  comme  le  grand  facteur  dans 
I'economie  sociale  et  commerciale  de  tout  T Hemisphere  Occi- 
dental a  ete  demontree  d'une  maniere  claire  et  pratique.  EUca 
etc  reconnue  par  le  Congres  des  Etats-Unis  qui,  dans  I'annec 
courante  a  donne  preuve  de  son  appreciation  en  votant  un  budget 
supplementaire,  allouant  une  forte  somme  pour  faire  face  aux 
depenses  necessitces  par  la  collection,  la  classification  et  la  publi- 
cation de  rimmense  quantite  de  matieres  qu'on  a  donnees  au 
public  sous  le  titre  de  "Annuaire  Commercial  des  Republiques 
Americaines  "  et  aussi  en  votant  a  Punanimite,  Tallocation  pour 
le  maintien  du  Bureau  pour  la  prochaine  annee  fiscale. 

Son  importince  a  ete  reconnue  par  toutes  les  principals  asso- 
ciations commercials  des  Etats-Unis  et  des  autres  pays  formant 
I'Union,  et  elle  est  mise  en  evidence  par  le  grand  nombre  dan- 
nonces  que  les  maisons  importantes  du  pays  ont  fait  inserer  dans 
le  Bulletin  Mensuel.  II  est  prouve  indubitablement  que  le 
Bureau  a  resserre  les  liens  d'amitie  entre  les  divers  pays,  a  etendu 
le  commerce  et  developpe  les  importants  interets  commerciaux, 
d'un  cote  du  moins,  par  Taugmentation  enorme,  pendant  les  huit 
dernieres  annees,  des  communications  postales  entre  les  Etats-Unis 
et  les  pays  de  I'Amerique  Latine.  Et  c'est  un  resultat  trcs  natu- 
rel ;  un  Bureau  qui  place  le  producteur  en  communication  avec 
le  consommateur  doit  avoir  une  grande  valeur  dans  le  monde  com- 
mercial et  il  n'a  besoin  que  des  moyens  necessaires  a  son  existence, 
afin  de  demontrer  plus  clairement  son  utilite  et  son  habilitea 
repondre  a  de  si  grands  besoins. 
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REUNION  DU  COMlTfi  EXfiCUTIF. 

APPROBATION   DES    ACTES   DU    DIRECTEUR— NOMINATION 

DU  SECRETAIRE  DU  BUREAU. 

Le  Comite  Executif  de  TUnion  Internationale  des  Republiques 
Americaines  s'est  reuni  dans  la  salle  diplomatique  du  Ministere 
des  Affaires  Etrangeres,  samedi  le  21  mai,  a  onze  heures  du  matin. 
Voici  les  noms  des  personnes  qui  ont  assiste  a  cette  reunion :  le 
Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangeres,  THonorable  William  R.  Day, 
president;  Senor  Don  Mat! as  Romero,  Ministre  du  Mexique; 
Senor  Don  Jose  Andrade,  Ministre  du  Venezuela;  Senor  Don 
Antonio  del  Viso,  Charge  d' Affaires  de  la  Republique  Argentine, 
et  M.  Frederic  Emory,  Directeur  du  Bureau  des  Republiques 
Americaines.  On  a  lu  et  approuve  un  rapport  du  Directeur  sur 
la  condition  des  affaires  du  Bureau  depuis  sa  nomination,  le  28 
fevrier  1898.  Le  Directeur  a  dit  qu'il  a  re9u  de  differentes  sources, 
des  lettres  approuvant  la  methode  presente  de  conduire  les  affaires 
du  Bureau.  Ces  lettres  proviennent  de  differentes  sources  et  meme 
de  personnes  ayant  des  interets  commerciaux  tout  a  fait  opposes. 
11  y  a  eu  un  echange  general  de  vues  parmi  les  membres  du 
Comite  a  propos  des  details  des  affaires  du  Bureau  et  on  a  paru 
satisfait  des  resultats  de  Tadministration  en  vigueur  depuis  le  28 
fevrier.  Le  Comite  a  adopte  a  Punanimitc  un  projet  autorisant 
Je  Directeur  a  nommer  un  Secretaire  en  attendant  la  reorganisation 
finale  du  Bureau.  Le  Comite  a  decide  de  se  reunir  a  la  fin  de 
juin  a  une  date  convenable,  qui  sera  fixee  plus  tard,  pour  examiner 
la  question  de  Tavenir  du  Bureau. 

Dans  son  rapport  le  Directeur  a  dit  qu'il  avait  demande  la 
cooperation  de  TAssociation  Nationale  des  Manufacturiers,  du 
Musee  Commercial  de  Philadelphie,  de  la  Chambre  de  Commerce 
de  New  York  et  d'autres  importantes  organisations  commerciales 
pour  faire  d'un  commun  accord  aussi  exacte  et  intcressante  que 
possible,  la  liste  des  manufacturiers  et  des  exportateurs  speciale- 
ment  interesses  dans  le  commerce  de  I'Amerique  Latine,  qui  etait 
en  cours  de  preparation  pour  le  second  volume  de  TAnnuaire  de 
Commerce,  et  qu'il  a  re9u  une  assistance  avantageuse,  qui  Ten- 
courage  a  esperer  que  les  resultats  en  vue  seront  accomplis.     La 
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plus  grande  partie  du  second  volume  de  I'Annuaire  ajouta-t-il,  est 
imprimee,  et  on  compte  que  le  volume  paraitra  vers  le  15  juin. 
Attendu  qu'on  a  trouve  que  le  prix  fixe  en  premier  lieu  pour  Ics 
deux  volumes  ($5)  ne  sufRsait  pas  a  couvrir  les  depenses,  on  la 
mis  a  $10  pour  Touvrage  complet.  Jusqu'ici  ce  changement  na 
souleve  aucune  objection  et  le  Directeur  pense  qu'on  vendra  un 
nombre  suffisant  d'exemplaires  de  TAnnuaire  d'apres  ce  systemc 
pour  contribuer  materiellement  a  payer  les  depenses  sans  occasionner 
aucune  depense  au  Bureau  pour  les  demandes  d'abonnements 
moyennant  commission. 

En  vertu  dit  aussi  que  le  changement  dans  la  conduite  des 
affaires  du  Bureau  en  abandonnant  le  systeme  de  demandes  d'an- 
nonces  pour  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  moyennant  commission,  au  lieu 
de  porter  prejudice  aux  revenus  du  Bureau,  au  contraire  tcra 
atteindre  le  but  primitif  du  Comite  Executif  en  faisant  avoir  des 
fonds  suffisants  pour  le  developpement  constant  de  cette  societe. 
On  a  aussi  informe  le  Comite  qu'on  a  envoye  des  circulaires  pour 
inviter  les  commer9ants  et  les  exportateurs  des  Etats-Unis  a 
s'abonner  au  Bulletin  Mensuel  et  les  reponses  ont  feit  voir  qu'il 
y  aurait  un  nombre  considerable  d'abonnements. 

En  vertu  de  ses  pouvoirs,  le  Comite  Executif  a  nomme  Secre- 
taire du  Bureau,  Monsieur  le  docteur  Horacio  Guzman,  traducteur 
en  chef  de  Tespagnol,  en  attendant  Torganisation  finale  du  Bureau. 
Depuis  la  demission  de    Monsieur  Frederic   Emory,  Directeur 
actuel,  c'est-a-dire  depuis  le  17  avril  1894,  il  n'y  a  pas  eu  de  secre- 
taire du   Bureau.     On  a  trouve  que  les  interets  du   Bureau  recla- 
maient  un  fonctionnaire  de  ce  genre,  conformement  aux  voeux  de 
la  Conference  Internationale  Americaine.     Le  nouveau  secretaire, 
Monsieur  le  docteur  Guzman,  est  un  americain  de  race  latine.    II 
pent  parler  en  espagnol  avec  la  plupart  des  representants  de  T Union 
et,  vu  sa  connaissance  speciale  des  institutions  et  des  systemcs  de 
leurs  pays,  ses  services  sont  de  la  plus  grande  valeur  dans  la  transaction 
d'affaires  avec  ces  representants.     II  est  ne  dans  la  ville  de  Granada, 
Nicaragua,  et  est  le  fils  du  General  Fernando  Guzman,  qui  fiit 
President  de   ce   pays  de    1867  a    1871.      Le   docteur  Guzman 
a  fait  ses  etudes  a  Paris  et  aux  Etats-Unis  et,  a  Texception  de 
courts  intervalles,  il  a  demeure  dans  ce  pays  pendant  dix-sept  ans 
environ.     Pendant  neuf  ans  il  a  represente  le  Nicaragua  a  Wash- 
ington en  qualite  d'Envoye  Extraordinaire  et  de  Ministre  Pleni- 
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potentiaire.  11  etait  membre  de  la  Conference  Internationale 
Americaine.  Apres  avoir  passe  un  examen  il  aete  nomme  traduc- 
teur  d'espagnol  en  juin  1896. 

On  a  donne  a  Monsieur  Arthur  W.  Fergusson,  faisant  partie 
des  traducteurs  du  Bureau,  la  position  laissee  vacante  par  suite  de 
la  nomination  du  docteur  Guzman,  sous  Tautorite  accordee  par  le 
Comite  Executif  le  28  fevrier. 


RELATIONS    COMMERCIALES    EN    AMERI- 

QUE.— XII  * 

RESSOURCES    INTfiRIEURES    DE    LA    COtE    QUEST   DE   L'AMfi- 

RIQUE  DU  SUD. 

Dans  le  Bulletin  Mensuel  du  mois  de  decembre  1897,  on  a 
parle  du  developpement  commercial  de  la  cote  ouest  de  I'Ameri- 
que  du  Sud,  au  point  de  vue  particulier  de  ses  relations  avec  les 
Etats-Unis.  On  se  propose  maintenant  de  parler  succinctement 
de  la  richesse  interieure  des  contrees  du  continent  sud  qui  bordent 
rOcean  Pacifique  ou  qui  en  sont  adjacentes,  a  Texception  de  la 
Colombie,  dont  on  a  parle  dans  un  article  de  cette  serie  public 
dans  le  Bulletin  du  mois  de  mai. 

Done,  les  contrees  sur  le  littoral  de  TOuest  ou  qui  Tavoisinent 
sont,  suivant  Tordre  alphabetique,  la  Bolivie,  le  Chili,  TEquateur 
et  le  Pcrou.  Le  premier  pays  cite  est  la  Republique  la  plus 
elevee  du  Nouveau  Monde,  ses  plateaux  eleves  entoures  de  som- 
mets  encore  plus  hauts,  converts  de  vegetation,  fournissent  un  lieu 
habitable  pour  Phomme,  a  une  altitude  plus  elevee  que  tout  autre 
endroit  connu  du  globe.  On  estime  sa  superficie  a  576,360  milles 
anglais  carres,  avec  une  population  d'environ  2,000,000  d'habi- 
tants.  Quand  on  considere  qu'il  n'y  a  qu'un  quart  de  blancs,  il 
est  facile  de  comprendre  que  la  grande  richesse  naturelle  de  cet 
ancien  empire  des  Incas  reste  en  jachere  et  presque  inexploitee. 
Les  industries  sont  peu  nombreuses,  et  Tagriculture  meme,  la  pre- 
miere occupation  de  Thomme,  est  dans  un  etat  peu  avance.  On 
y  trouve  les  cereales,  les  pommes  de  terre,  les  haricots,  etc.,  en 

*Le  premier  article  de  cette  s6ric  trait6  par  le  Directeur,  feu  Joseph  Smith,  a  et6 
public  dans  le  Bulletin  Mensl'el  pour  le  mois  dc  juillet.  La  serie  sera  continu^e 
par  difii&rents  collaborateurs  sur  les  bases  Stabiles  par  M.  Smith. 
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quantites  suffisantes  seulement,  pour  repondre  a  la  demande  de  la 
cofisommation  nationale.  On  exporte  le  cafe  a  la  Republique 
Argentine  et  au  Chili.  Et  quoique  le  sol  conviennc  par  excel- 
lence a  la  culture  du  sucre,  on  en  importe  du  Perou  plus  qu'on 
n'en  fabrique  localement,  et  Pon  cultive  lacanne  plus  generalement 
pour  la  distillation.  Le  caoutchouc,  le  cacao  et  le  quinquina 
figurent  parmi  les  plus  importantes  productions;  la  premiere  sur- 
passe  la  plupart  des  autres  et  constitue  une  Industrie  considerable, 
Le  Gouvernement  de  la  Bolivie  Tencourage  et  Taugmente  par  des 
concessions  libcrales,  et  plusieurs  compagnies  se  sont  organism 
aux  Etats-Unis  pour  s'engager  dans  Pextraction  et  I'exportation 
du  caoutchouc. 

La  Bolivie  est  le  pays  choisi  du  guanaco,  dont  on  se  sert  uni- 
versellement  comme  bete  de  somme  et  qui  fournit  la  laine 
dont  les  Indiens  font  beaucoup  de  tissus,  et  lorsque  Tanimal  est 
jeune  sa  chair  est  tres  estimee  comme  nourriture.  On  considcre 
cet  animal  et  le  lama  comme  les  chameaux  du  Nouveau  Monde, 
Le  dernier,  avec  Talapaca  et  le  vicuna  fournissent  des  laines  dc 
qualites  diflerentes.  Des  troupeaux  immenses  de  ces  animaux 
errent  sur  la  surface  escarpee  du  pays.  Le  chinchilla  donne  une 
fourrure  fine  qui  a  beaucoup  de  prix  dans  le  commerce.  On 
connait  trop  bien  la  richesse  minerale  de  la  Bolivie  pour  qu*il 
soit  necessaire  d'en  parler  ici,  et  on  peut  obtenir  du  Gouverne- 
ment de  grandes  concessions.  Bien  qu'on  cleve  en  grand  nombre 
et  qu'on  exporte  dans  les  pays  voisins  des  betes  a  comes, 
des  moutons,  des  mulcts,  etc.,  cette  industrie  est  susceptible 
d'un  developpement  bien  plus  grand.  En  raison  de  sa  position 
isolce  et  du  manque  d'un  port  maritime  depuis  la  guerre  Peru- 
vienne-Chilienne,  le  commerce  exterieur  de  la  Bolivie  se  fait 
par  Arica,  Mollendo,  Antofagasta,  et  les  ports  de  Porto  Suarez 
et  de  Villa  Bella.  Les  principales  importations  sont  les  provi- 
sions, la  quincaillerie,  les  vins  et  spiritueux,  les  cotonnades,  les 
lainages,  les  soieries  et  les  vctements  confectionnes.  Les  expor- 
tations  sont  Targent,  le  caoutchouc,  le  cuivre,  la  laine,  les  cuirs  et 
peaux,  Tor,  le  cafe,  le  cacao  et  le  quinquina. 

II  nV  a  aucun  bureau  de  statistiques  en  Bolivie,  et  il  est  par 
consequent  tres  difficile,  sinon  impossible,  de  se  procurer  des 
donnees  officielles  exactes ;  mais  on  peut  dire  que  le  commerce 
des  Etats-Unis  avec  la  Bolivie,  en  ce  qui  concerne  les  importa- 
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tions,  est  nul;  et  quant  aux  exportations,  il  n'y  en  a  pas  pour 
ainsi  dire.  L'Allemagne  controle,  en  fait,  le  commerce  d'impor- 
tation  de  la  Bolivie,  parce  que  ses  commer9ants  ont  eu  la  bonne 
idee  d'y  etablir  des  succursales  dirigees  toutes  par  des  sujets 
allemands  demeurant  dans  le  pays,  et  parlant  couramment  la  langue 
espagnole,  un  talent  sans  lequel  aucun  etranger  ne  peut  esperer 
de  reussir. 

On  ne  peut  s'attendre  a  une  augmentation  dans  le  commerce 
d'importation,  la  ou  la  population  indienne  domine,  et  ou  ses 
besoins  sont  si  petits,  avant  que  Tetablissement  de  communica- 
tions rapides  et  du  contact  avec  le  monde  n'aient  cree  des  besoins 
iusqu'ici  absolument  inconnus.  Une  ecole  commerciale  ferait 
atteindre  au  but  desire,  des  exemples  etant  plus  fructueux  en 
resultats  que  toutes  les  circulaires  au  monde,  surtout  quand  la 
faculte  de  lire  est  confinee  a  un  tres  petit  nombre. 

En  fait  de  communications — les  grands  promoteurs  du  com- 
merce et  de  rindustrie — la  Bolivie  est  tres  defectueuse.  La  con- 
figuration nationale  y  est  pour  beaucoup.  II  y  a  une  ligne  de 
:hemin  de  fer  qui  relie  le  port  chilien  d'Antofagasta  a  la  frontiere 
bolivienne  a  Ascotan,  d'ou  elle  continue  jusqu'a  Uyuani,  en  Boli- 
vie. Un  embranchement  va  a  Huanchaca  et  a  Oruro,  la  longueur 
liotale  etant  d'a  peu  pres  500  milles.  On  a  accordc  recemment 
des  concessions  pour  la  construction  d'autres  lignes  et  on  a  com- 
mence les  travaux.  Une  route  va  relier  La  Paz,  la  capitale,  avec 
la  frontiere  peruvienne;  une  autre  ligne  s'etendra  de  la  riviere 
Paraguay,  dans  Test  de  la  Bolivie,  a  Santa  Cruz ;  une  autre  encore 
reliera  Oruro  et  Cochabamba,  et  une  quatrieme  ChoUapata  et 
Potosi.  On  fait  en  ce  moment  les  plans  et  devis  pour  une  autre 
ligne  allant  de  la  Bolivie  a  la  Republique  Argentine.  On  con- 
5truit  de  nouvelles  routes  carrossables  et  on  jette  des  ponts  sus- 
pendus  sur  les  principales  rivieres.  En  1897,  la  longueur  totale 
ies  lignes  de  telcgraphe  etait  de  2,980  milles,  allant  a  la  Repu- 
blique Argentine  a  I'est,  et  du  Pacifique  a  I'ouest,  avec  plusieurs 
lignes  interieures. 

L'exploitation  de  la  Bolivie  presente  un  aspect  tres  seduisant 
lux  habitants  trop  nombreux  des  grands  centres.  On  y  trouve  en 
juantite  des  matieres  premieres  pour  differentes  industries,  des 
ibrets  ou  la  hache  du  bucheron  n'a  jamais  passe;  des  milliers  de 
ieues  carrees  de  terres  arables  et  de  plaines  etendues  qui  n'attendent 
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que  la  houe  et  la  charrue  du  laboureur  soigneux  pour  lui  rendre 
au  centuple  sa  peine  et  son  travail;  dans  son  sein  gisent  des 
richesses  dont  on  ne  pent  se  faire  une  idee,  et  qui  enrich  iront  ceux 
qui  voudront  bien  les  exploiter. 

Pedro   de   Valdivia,   qui  conduisit  la   deuxieme   expedition 
espagnole  contre  le  Chili,  compara  le  pays  a  la  lame  d'une  epee, 
a  cause  de  sa  forme  longue  et  etroite,  compiraison  qui  n'est  pas,^ 
mal  a  propos,  puisque  la  Republique  a  une  longueur  de  2,270^ 
milles  sur  une  largeur  qui  varie  de  40  a  200  milles.     Sa  superficie es^ 
de  293,970  milles  carres.     Aussi  etroite  qu'elle  est,  la  plus  grand^^ 
partie  de  son  sol  habite  est  d'une  fertilite  remarquable;  le  recensczr::* 
ment  de  1895  accuse  une  population  de  2,712,145,  ou  9.2  hab^g 
tants  par  mille  carre.     II  est  plus  que  probable  que  la  populatio 
excedait  alors  ce  chifFre  qui  depasse  surement  maintenant  3,200, 
habitants,  dont  la  plupart  sont  entreprenants  et  actifs.     Sur  c::re 
nombre,  un  million  et  demi  s'occupe  des  travaux  de  I'agricultun^ 
produisant  annuellement  environ  28,500,000  boisseaux  de  ble   ^r 
9,000,000  de  boisseaux  d'autres  cereales,  sans  compter  les  legumes, 
fruits,  etc. 

Malgre  son  petit  nombre  d'habitants,  il  est  a  remarquer  quele  Chili 
avance  dans  la  voie  industrielle  et  commercials     On  sait  de  bonne 
source,  qu'on  cleve  dans  le  pays  chaque  annee,  plus  de  500,000 
tetes  de  betail  et  2,000,000  de  moutons,  de  chevres,  etc.     Les  pro- 
ductions minerales,  telles  que  le  cuivre,  l*or,  Targent,  lecharbon,  Ic 
manganese,  etc.,  sont  tres  considerables.     Les  gisements  de  nitrate 
du  Chili  s'etendent  sur   une  superficie  d'environ  220,356  acres 
et  Ton  estime  qu'ils  contiennent   2,316   quintaux   metriques  de 
nitrate  pour  le   commerce.      En   1896  la  production  totale  de 
ces  gisements  a  etc   de    1 ,092,000   tonnes.     Ce  sont  surtout  les 
Anglais  qui  ont  place  leurs  capitaux  dans  cette  industrie.    On 
peut  se  faire  une  idee  du  developpement  industriel  du  pays,  si  Ton 
sait  qu'en  1895,  le  Departement  de  Valparaiso,  qui  avait  a  peine 
200,000  habitants,  possedait  417  etablissements  industriels,  ayant 
162  machines  a  vapeur,  de  la  force  de  i,766chevaux,  qui,  dans  le 
cours  d'une  annee,  ont  consomme  des  matieres  premieres  pour  une 
valeur  de  20,057,573  pesos,  et  ont  employe  1 2,616  ouvriers.   Parmi 
ces  etablissements  on  remarquait  des  usines  a  gaz,  des  brasseries, 
des  raffineries  de  Sucre,  des  fabriques  de  voitures,  des  scieries,  des 
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fabriques  d'eaux  minerales  et  gazeuses,  et  des  tanneries  qui,  comme 
on  pouvait  s'y  attendre,  forment  une  branche  florissante  de  Tindustrie 
manufacturiere. 

Le  Chili  a  ete  le  premier  pays  de  TAmerique  du  Sud  a  entre- 
prendre  la  construction  de  chemins  de  fer,  et  le  Gouvernement  a 
toujours  encourage  le  developpement  de  son  systeme  de  chemins 
de  fer,  au  moyen  de  subsides  et  de  bonne  legislation.     Au  com- 
xnencement  de  Pannee  1896,  la  longueur  totale  des  chemins  de  fer 
dans  la  Republique  etait  de  2,080  milles.     Sur  cette  longueur, 
I'Etat  en  possedait  et  en  exploitait  une  longueur  de  838  milles. 
Les   1,242  milles  restant,  qui  representaient  1  J  lignes  difFerentes, 
appartenaient  a  des  societes  particulieres  qui  les  exploitaient.     A 
cette  epoque  le  Gouvernement  avait33i  milles  en  construction  ou 
a  I'etat  de  projet.     La  ligne  principale  est  celle  du  Grand  Centre, 
appartenant  a  Tetat  et  qui  se  compose  de  trois  grandes  divisions, 
de  Valparaiso  a  Santiago,  et  de  la  a  Melipilla;  de  Santiago  a 
Talca,  de  San  Fernando  a  Alcones,  et  de  Pelequen  a  Peumo ;  de 
Talca  a  Talcahuano,  de  San  Rosendo  a  Traiguen,  de  Santa  Fe  a 
Los  Angeles  et  de  Robleria  a  Victoria,  soit  un  total  de  766  milles. 
Les  travaux  sur  le  Chemin  de  Fer  transandin,  reliant  Santa  Rosa  a 
Mendoza,  qui  avaient  ete  interrompus  pendant  un  temps  conside- 
rable, ont  etc  repris,  et  seront  pousses  avec  activite  par  un  syndicat 
anglais.     Lorsqu'on  aura  acheve  les  /\.b  milles  qui  restent  de  cette 
ligne,  on  aura  forge  le  dernier  anneau  reliant  les  Oceans  Atlantique 
et  Pacifique — Buenos  Ayres  sur  I'Atlantique  et  Valparaiso  sur  le 
Pacifique.     On  dit  que  les  trains  express  parcourront  en  29  heures 
les  622  milles  separant  les  deux  ports  cites.     II  y  a  25,000  milles 
de  chemins  publics  et  2,875  de  routes  maritimes. 

A  la  fin  de  1895  la  longueur  des  lignes  de  telegraphe  de  TEtat 
etait  de  6,965  milles,  avec  8,330  milles  de  fil  de  fer. 

En  1896  la  marine  marchande  du  Chili  consistait  en  188  vais- 
seaux,  jaugeant  105,642  tonnes,  dont  42  de  ces  vaisseAux  etaient 
des  vapeurs.  Les  lignes  de  vapeurs  anglaise,  allemande  et  fran- 
9aise  font  le  service  regul'ier  entre  les  cotes  du  Chili  et  de  TEurope 
en  passant  par  le  Detroit  de  Magellan,  et  on  maintient  des  corh- 
munications  constantes  et  directes  le  long  de  la  cote  jusqu'a 
Panama,  au  moyen  de  lignes  de  vapeurs  chiliennes  et  etrangeres 

qui  correspondent  avec  les  vapeurs  a  destination  des   ports  de 
Bull.  No.  12 12 
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PAtlantique,   du    Pacifique  et  du   Golfe    des  Etats-Unis  et  A 
1' Europe. 

Le  Chili  importe  la  total ite  des  articles  fabriques  qu'il  coiM"Tc<n- 
somme ;  mais  le  Gouvernement  ofFre  des  avantages  pour  Tetablisse^^-se- 
ment  de  nouvelles  industries,  et  il  est  tres  desireux  d'encourage  -^»-;er 
les  manufactures.  II  a  dernierement  vote  $500,000  pour  encou«:-^«u- 
rager  les  entreprises  de  fer  et  d'acier,  puisqu'on  a  trouvc  qu'iE  '^  j'il 
existait  en  abondance  une  qualite  elevee  de  minerais  de  fer. 

La  Republique  ne  pent  jamais  esperer  developper  un  gran^  -«nd 
commerce  d'exportation  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  puisqu'elle  envoi  iW 
principalement  a  I'etranger  le  ble,  le  cuivre,  Targent,  le  nitrate,  1-M^  le 
manganese  et  Tiode,  dont  les  trois  derniers  articles  enumeres  sorr^^t 
les  seuls  que  les   Etats-Unis  ne   produisent  pas.     Toutefois  c=zce 
dernier  pays  pourrait  augmenter  considerablement  son  commcrc — re 
d'exportation  au  Chili,  si  ses  commer9ants  confiaient  leurs  ma' 
chandises  a  des  maisons  anciennes  et  respectables  dans  les  villes 
Valparaiso,  Santiago,  et  autres,  qui  feraient  des  efforts  pour  h 
vendre.     En  effet.  Ton  peut  dire  que  la  richesse  du  Chili  depei 
du  developpement  de  ses  ressources  magnifiques.     Sa  populatii 
peu   nombreuse  ne  pouvant  suffire  par  elle-meme  au  travail 
developpement,  il  est  evident  que  les  etrangers  qui  s'y  etabliroi 
auront  de  grandes  chances  de  succes. 

"La  Republique  de  TEquateur,  ou  les  rayons  du  soleil  tomberrmt 
verticalement  sur  son  sol  escarpe,  et  ou  regne  une  confusion  bot^^" 
nique  en  raison  de  sa  conformation  physique — Pete  se  confond  avc^^c 
rhiver,  et  la  saison  des  semences  se  mele  a  celle  des  recoltes — e^^^ 
un  pays  agricole  par  excellence.     Les  ecrivains  qui  Tont  visite  ^^^ 
plaignent  de  la  pauvrete  de  langage  pour  exprimer  la  richesse  ^^^ 
la  magnificence  de  la  vegetation  dans  cette  partie  du  continer^^  ^ 
americain.     L'Equateur  possede,  en    pays  boise   seulement,  dcr-^ 
ressources  presque  incalculables.     Les  productions  de  la  cote  son  '^ 
le  cacao,  le  cafe,  le  tabac.  Pi  voire  vegetale,  et  toutessortes  de  fruits 
tropicaux,  etc.     Dans  les  regions  peuplees  de  I'interieur,  on  produit: 
le  ble,  Torge,  le  seigle,  le  mais,. la  canne  a  sucre,  etc.     Ici,  on  trouve 
plusieurs  varietes  de  palmiers,  de  bois  bresilien,  de  gaiac   blanc, 
d'ebcne,  dc  cedre  et  d'autres  arbres  de  haute  futaie ;  le  copal,  le  sang- 
dragon,  le  storax  et  plusieurs  varietes  de  plantes  indigenes  dont  on 
obtient  des  matieres  tinctoriales ;  les  plantes  textiles  abondentet  Ic 
palmier  odorant  sans  tige   (Carh/dovicu  palmata)  qui  foumit  la 
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matiere  pour  les  chapeaux  de  paille  de  Panama.  Le  pays  est  aussi 
tres  riche  en  minerais;  Por,  Pargent,  le  mercure  et  autres  metaux 
s'y  trouvent  en  abondance,  bien  que  I'industrie  miniere  soit  encore 
peu  developpee.  Comme  industries  manut'acturieres,  il  n'ya  que 
des  usines  a  sucre,  des  minoteries,  des  scieries,  des  filatures  de 
coton,  des  tanneries  et  des  distilleries.  On  fabrique  le  chocolat 
en  grandes  quantites,  de  meme  que  les  chapeaux  de  paille  de 
Panama  precites. 

Les  principaux  articles  d'exportation  sont  le  cacao,  le  caout- 
chouc, le  cafe,  le  quinquina,  Pivoire  vegetale,  les  chapeaux,  le  cuir 
a  semelles,  les  peaux  sechees,  le  bambou,  les  tamarins,  le  tabac,  le 
riz  et  les  nattes.  Presque  chaque  article  fabrique  aux  Etats- 
Unis,  convenable  a  une  population  de  1,270,000,  dont  plus  des 
trois-quarts  sont  des  Indiens,  peut  y  trouver  un  marche.  Cette 
population  est  distribuee  sur  une  surface  d'environ  1 20,000 
milles  Carres,  ce  qui  fait  voir  qu'il  existe  ici,  par  rapport  a  la 
surface,  la  meme  inegalite  de  population  qu'on*  trouve  dans 
tous  les  autres  pays  du  continent  sud,  et  que  les  etrangers  qui 
voudraient  ameliorer  leur  fortune  peuvent  trouver,  dans  un  sol 
qui  ne  demande  pas  d'engrais,  des  ressources  naturelles  qui 
n'exigent  que  ^impulsion  energique  du  travail  pour  produire  des 
benefices  qu*on  ne  peut  esperer  d'acquerir  dans  les  pays  moins 
privilegies. 

Les  communications  interieures  de  TEquateur  laissent  beaucoup 
a  desirer.  Dans  la  plus  grande  partie  du  pays,  il  y  a  seulement 
des  sentiers  a  chevaux.  La  navigation  des  eaux  interieures  se 
fait  par  quelques  navires  de  construction  americaine  ou  equator* 
ienne,  et  par  une  grande  flotte  de  canots  et  d'autres  petits  bateaux. 

II  y  a  un  chemin  de  fer — le  seul  dans  la  Republique — allant 
de  Duran  (en  face  de  Guayaquil)  a  Chimbo,  sur  une  distance  de  58 
milles.  A  la  fin  de  Tannee  1897,  le  Gouvernement  de  PEquateur 
a  passe  un  contrat  avec  un  capitaliste  de  New  York  pour  le  pro- 
longement  de  cette  ligne  a  Quito,  siege  du  Gouvernement.  Cette 
entreprise  est  hardie  et  couteuse,  puisqu'il  faut  traverser  des  hau- 
teurs de  8,100  a  12,300  pieds  au-dessus  du  niveau  de  la  mer,  sur 
une  longueur  totale  de  404  milles,  entre  la  maree  et  Quito.  La 
route  est  traversee  par  tant  de  rivieres  et  courants  d'eau,  qu'on 
calcule  qu'il  faudra  construire  830  ponts  sur  la  ligne.  On  estime 
le  cout  du  travail  a  $17,530,000.     II  y  a  cinq  lignes  de  vapeurs 
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oceaniques  qui  touchent  regulierement  aux  ports  de  TEquateur. 
Ce  sont  la  Pacific  Steam  Navigation  Company  (anglaisc),  et  la 
Compania    Sudamericana    de    Vapores    (chilienne),  qui    fait  le 
service  entre  Valparaiso  et  Panama  avec  escale  a  Guayaquil:  la^^^a 
Gulf   Line   (anglaise),  qui  fait   le    service    entre    Guayaquil  et^s^— t 

Glasgow,    Liverpool    et   Greenock;  la  Compagnie    Hambourg -^^ 

Pacifique  de  Vapeurs  (allemande),  qui  fait  le  service  entre:^^-c 
Guayaquil,  Hambourg  et  Anvers;  la  Ligne  Pacifique  Fran9aise,^-=s?, 
qui  fait  le  service  entre  le  Havre  et  les  ports  pacifiques  der^Je 
TAmerique  du  Sud.  II  y  a  deux  lignes  principales  qui  font  le^^  je 
service  irregulier:  la  Ligne  Kosmos  (allemande),  touchant 
Guayaquil  environ  une  fois  par  mois,  et  la  Merchant's  Line, 
composee  de  navires  anglais  atFretes  par  W.  R.  Grace  &  Cie.,  d^^  Jc 
New  York,  faisant  le  service  entre  New  York  et  Guayaquil.  Ces  t^s 
lignes  s'arretent  aussi  aux  ports  chiliens  et  peruviens. 

Avec  une  superficie  de  463,747  milUes  carres,  le   Peroa  a  un^^  ic 
population  de  2,621,844.     Pendant  presque  trois  siecles,  son  norr 


a  fait  naitre  dans  Tesprit  des  visions  de  richesses  et  d'opulence  qui  »  U 
par  suite  d'une  longue  serie  de  guerres  civiles  et  etrangeres,  sonr  Mt 
devehues  a  etre  regardees  comme  des  inventions  de  Tesprit;  mais=^  s 
el  les  ne  sont  pas  de  vaines  imaginations.  II  existe  encore  dans  c 
pays  favorise,  une  richesse  et  une  opulence  qui  peuvent  etre  con 
verties  de  maniere  a  developperet  encourager  Tindustrie,  et  obteni 
les  conforts  de  la  vie. 

Les  ressources  agricoles  du   Perou  sont  abondantes  et  varices- 
renfermant  toutes  les  productions  de  la  zone  temperee  ainsi  que 
plusieurs  de  celles  de  la  zone  torride.     Ses  denrees  principales  sont: 
la  pomme  de  terre  qui  provient  de  ce  pays;  toutes  les  cereales,  la 
canne  a  sucre,  le  coton,  le  riz,  le  tabac,  le  cafe,  le  cacao,  une  infinite 
de  fruits,  beaucoup  de  plantes  medicinales  et  textiles,  des  bois  de 
teinture,  et  en  particulier  le  coton,  le  cafe  et  le  sucre.     En   1895, 
les  exportations  de  coton  ont  atteint   5,500  tonnes.     Les  exporta- 
tions  annuelles  de  cafe  sont  environ  1,060  tonnes.     II  y  a  95.000 
acres  plantees  en  canne  a  sucre,  et  la  production  en  1896-97  sest 
elevee  a  65,000  tonnes. 

De  meme  que  dans  les  autres  pays  ou  le  capital  etranger  com- 
mence a  chercher  des  placements,  aussi  bien  que  dans  les  Etats- 
Unis,  les  industries  manufacturieres  sont  encore  a  Tetat  d'embryon, 
mais  on  fait  des  progres  rapides  dans  cette  direction.     Pendant  ces 
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dernieres  annees,  un  tarif  protecteur  a  encourage  des  enterprises 
nationales  et  plusieurs  industries  importantes  ont  etc  ctablies.  La 
raffinerie  du  petrole,  article  qui  se  trouve  en  abondance  dans  le 
pays,  promet  de  devenir  une  source  de  grande  richesse  pour  la 
Republique.  On  exporte  Thuile  de  petrole  dans  TEquateur,  dans 
la  Bolivie  et  au  Chili.  On  exporte  environ  4,000,000  de  livres 
de  laine  d'alapaca  par  an,  d'une  valeur  de  $2,000,000  environ. 
Le  Perou  fabrique  et  exporte  annuellement  des  produits  chimi- 
ques,  des  drogues  et  des  matieres  tinctoriales  pour  une  valeur  de 
$7,500,000. 

S'appuyer  sur  la  richesse  niinerale,  serait  repeter  une  histoire 
racontee  maintes  fois;  mais  on  peut  dire  qu'il  y  a  encore  des 
regions  absolument  inexploitees  qui  donneraient  des  fortunes  a 
ceux  qui  ont  un  capital  pour  les  developper.  En  1896  on  a 
estime  la  production  totale  de  Pargent  au  Perou  a  300,000 
onces.  On  a  dit  que  le  nombre  des  entreprises  minieres  et  les 
fabriques  de  fer,  et  les  raffineries  de  petrole  en  operation  dans  la 
mcme  annee,  etait  de  56,  au  capital  total  de  18,781,000  soles  (le 
sole  valant  maintenant  41  sous  environ),  presque  la  moitie  des 
compagnies  engagees  dans  ces  industries  sont  peruviennes.  On 
a  fait  recemment  des  decouvertes  d'or  qui  confirment  tout  ce 
qu'on  a  dit  sur  la  richesse  du  pays,  lei,  comme  partout  ailleurs 
dans  les  pays  de  ce  genre,  le  grand  obstacle  a  Texploitation 
heureuse  des  regions  minieres,  est  le  manque  de  moyens  de  com- 
munication. 

En  1896  la  marine  marchande  du  Perou  consistait  en  36 
vaisseaux  de  plus  de  50  tonnes,  avec  un  tonnage  total  de  9,953 
tonnes  et  de  96  vaisseaux,  au-dessous  de  50  tonnes  ou  un  tonnage 
de  1,246  tonnes. 

Les  principaux  ports  de  la  Republique  sont  Callao,  Huacho, 
Ancon,  Pascasmayo,  Chola,  MoUendo,  Eten,  Supe,  Pisco,  Sala- 
verry,  Payta  et  Chimboto  qui  possedent  tous  de  bonnes  jetees,  et 
Callao  a  de  plus  un  pont  flottant  de  300  pieds  de  longueur. 

La  route  de  vapeurs  qui  est  d'une  importance  premiere  aux  Etats- 
Unis  est  celle  entre  Panama  et  Valparaiso  que  la  Pacific  Steam 
Navigation  Company  et  la  Compania  Sudamericana  de  Vapores, 
dont  on  a  deja  parle,  rnonopolisent.  Les  vapeurs. de  ces  lignes 
correspondent  a  Panama  avec  les  vapeurs  de  la  Pacific  Mail  allant 
a  San  Francisco  et  a  Colon,  a  travers  Tisthmee  et  avec  les  vapeurs 
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allant  a  New  York,  a  la  Nouvelle  Orleans  (sur  un  des  voyages)  ct 
avec  les  principaux  ports  europecns.  11  y  a  plusieurs  lignes  de 
vapeurs  de  marchandises  engagees  dans  le  commerce  exterieur  et 
de  cabotage,  qui  touchent  aux  ports  peruviens. 

II  n'y  a  pas  de  grands  chemins  au  Perou.  L'Indien,  le  mulet 
et  le  lama  fournissent  la  plus  grande  partie  des  facilitcs  de  transport. 

Le  Perou  a  depense  36,000,000  livres  sterling  dans  la  construc- 
tion de  ses  chemins  de  fer,  y  compris  ceux  qu'on  a  cedes  au  Chili, 
et  les  entrepreneurs  ont  accompli  les  oeuvres  d'art  merveilleuses, 
inconnues  jusqu'ici. 

En   1895  la  longueur  totale  des  chemins  de  fer  etait  de   925 
milles,  dont  800  appartenaient  a  TEtat.     Ces   800    milles  sont 
representes  par  des  lignes  qui,  en   1890,  reunies  aux  depots  de 
guano,  aux   mines  et  aux  terres  publiques,  etaient  hypotheques*^ 
pour  66  ans  a  la'  Societe   Peruvienne,  formee  en  grande  partie  d 
capitaux  anglais. 

II  y  a  six  lignes  de  chemins  de  fer,  appartenant  a  des  compa 
gnies  particulieres  qui  les  exploitent.  Le  Gouvemement  possedc 
1,491  milles  de  lignes  telegraphiques. 

D'apres  ce  qui  precede,  on  verra  que  la  nature  a  repandu  ses 
bienfaits  sur  lesquatre  divisions  geographiquesnommees  ci-dessui 

et  que  tout  ce  qui  leur  est  necessaire  pour  occuper  une  positioi ^ 

enviee  dans  la  grande  fraternite  des  Republiques  Soeurs  des  Ame—  ^^' 
riques,  est  un  accroissement  de  population  ainsi  que  des  moyen^^  s 
de  communication  meilleur§  et  plus  rapides. 

Le  rapport  fait  et  les  chiffres  cites  font  voir  que  les  capitalistej 
des  Etats-Unis  n'ont  pas  profite  de  leur  coup  d*oeil  habituel  ni 
Taction  energique  quils  ont  Phabitude  de  montrer  en  pareille  occa- 
sion.    II  est  inutile  d'insister  plus  fortement  sur  les  avantagej 
nombreux  que  procurerait  au  commerce  de  toute  la  cote  ouest  de 
TAmerique  du  Sud  et  aux  cotes  est  du  Golfe  des   Etats-Unis,  la — -* 
construction  du   canal  du    Nicaragua.      Un  pays  manufacturiei 
doit  forcement  chercher  des  acheteurs;    le  pays  est  au  sud  des— 
Etats-Unis.     Des  communications  rapides  ameneraient  les  ache — 
teurs  a  nos  portes.     Les  statistiques  sont  des  choses  tres  seche^' 
EUes  ne  sont  pas  interessantes  au  peuple  en  general.     Les  incre— 
dules  peuvent  insister  qu'elles  sont  dirigees  par   des   personnes 
interessees;  mais?  si  toutes  jhoses  humaines  restent  imparfaites,  les 
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atistiques  serviront  a  les  corriger;  elles  indiqueront,  comme  les 
allies,  la  direction  du  vent  et  des  courants  de  commerce,  et  ceux 
e  nous  qui  s'interessent  au  commerce  devront,  comme  les  sages 
larins,  border  nos  voiles  et  arranger  notre  route  pour  etre  a  meme 
'en  profiter. 

L'Eveque  Berkeley  a  dit  que  TEmpire  poursuit  son  cours  vers 
juest.     L'ctoile  du  commerce  se  dirige  vers  la  Croix  du  Sud. 


SENHOR  SALVADOR  DE  MENDON^A. 

Senhor  Salvador  de  Mendon^a  qui,  le  i8  courant,  a  remis 
atre  les  mains  du  President  McKinley  ses  lettres  de  rappel, 
*rminant  sa  mission  comme  Envoye  Extraordinaire  et  Ministre 
Icnipotentiaire  du  Bresil  aupres  du  Gouvernement  des  Etats- 
Jnis,  mission  qu'il  a  si  dignement  remplie  pendant  les  sept 
ernieres  annees,  emporte  avec  lui  dans  son  nouveau  poste  diplo- 
latique  a  Lisbonne,  Testime  cordiale  des  fonctionnaires  et  du 
euple  des  Etats-Unis.  Le  "  Washington  Post,"  en  parlant  de  son 
epart,  exprime  d'une  maniere  admirable  la  reconnaissance  que  les 
Ltats-Unis  doivent  a  ce  distingue  ministre  pour  les  vues  larges 
t  politiques  qui  Tont  toujours  anime,  la  diplomatic  habile,  le  tact 
u'il  a  montres,  et  par-dessus  tout  Pamitie  constante  qu'il  nous  a 
jujours  temoignee  comme  nation." 

Senhor  de  Mendon^a  a  des  principles  politiques  larges  et 
beraux  dont  il  a  herite  des  Radicaux  des  jours  de  la  Regence, 
doptes  de  bonne  heure  quand,  en  qualite  de  jeune  avocat  a  la 
arre,  il  aida  a  Petablissement  d'un  journal  republicain  a  Rio,  le 
remier  de  ce  genre  sous  TEmpire,  qu'il  soutient  encore  aujour- 
'hui  avec  la  plus  grande  tenacite  et  le  plus  grand  enthousiasme. 
Jomme  consul-general  a  New  York,  il  y  a  vingt-trois  ans,  par 
Empereur  du  Bresil  qui  n'etait  pas  mal  dispose  envers  les  repu- 
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blicainset  qui  n'hesitait  pas  en  menie  temps  a  les  envoyer  a  I'etranger 
pour  reprcsenter  leur  pays,  Senhor  Mendon^a  a  eu  aux  Etats-Unis 
des  occasions  exceptionnelles  pour  Tctude  des  institutions  qui  I'ont 
toujours  interresse  et  pour  acquerir  une  connaissance  plus  parfaite 
des  juristes  et  des  hommes  d'Etat,  dont  il  a  appris  de  bonne  heure 
a  respecter  les  doctrines. 

Mais  M.  le  Ministre  Mendon^a  ne  s'est  pas  seulement  con- 
tente  d'observer  et  d'ecouter.  Ce  representant  de  la  plus  jeune 
des  Republiques  de  rAmerique  du  Sud,  en  raison  de  ses  larges 
vues  politiques  et  de  sa  fidclite  constante  aux  principes  du 
Gouvernement  populaire,  a,  pendant  les  sept  dernicres  annees, 
inspire  et  soutenu  ceux  qui  dirigent  les  affaires  de  tout  ce  conti- 
nent a  adopter  des  inesures  ayant  toujours  en  vue  Televation  de 
leurs  peuples  respectifs  et  raffermissement  de  la  paix  et  la  con- 
servation de  rhonneur  nationale.  Voici  ^appreciation  du  redacteur 
du  "  Post "  : 

"  Des  le  commencement  jusqu'a  maintenant,  il  s'est  toujours 
montre  un  travail  leur  intatigable  en  tout  ce  qui  tendait  a  resserrer 
plus  etroitement  les  relations  des  Etats-Unis  avec  sa  Rcpublique 
grandissante/'  Ses  efforts  heureux  dans  le  traitc  de  reciprocite  de 
1891  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  ses  efforts  zeles  dans  la  conference 
P;^n-Amcricaine  pour  Tetablissement  d'une  cour  internationale 
permanente  pour  le  rcglement  amical  des  differends,  et  son  soutien 
ardent  du  Bureau  Commercial  des  Republiques  Americaines, 
representant  1' Union  Internationale,  sont  encore  presents  dans 
Tesprit  public. 

Pendant  son  sejour  aux  Etats-Unis,  Senhor  Mendon^a,  par  ses 
discours  publics,  par  ses  articles  dans  les  principales  Revues  du 
pays,  par  sa  gracieuse  hospitalite,  a  specialement  gagne  Testime  des 
personnes  bien  elevces.  Ses  ecrits  dans  la  "  North  American 
Review"  et  son  discours  recent  a  I'Association  des  Manufacturiers 
a  Philadelphie,  aussi  bien  que  son  discours  d'adieu  qu'on  publie 
dans  ce  numero  du  Bulletin,  ont  une  delicatesse  de  style  des  plus 
remarquables  quand  on  songe  que  I'anglais  n'est  pas  sa  langue 
maternelle.  Le  monde  artistique  et  litteraire  de  Washington 
trouvait  chez  lui  une  instruction  et  une  education  des  plus  rares, 
et  c'etait  dans  son  salon  que  les  representants  de  TEurope  et  de 
rAmerique  se  rencontraient  dans  I'intimite  la  plus  etroite  qui  ait 
jamais  existc  a  Washington. 
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Voici  le  discours  de  Monsieur  le   Ministre   Mendon^a  et  la 
reponse  du  President  McKinley: 
Le  Ministre  dit: 

Monsieur  le  Pr^sidenY:  J*ai  I'honncur  de  remettre  entrc  vos  mains  la  lettre 
de  rappel  par  laquelle  le  President  des  Etats-Unis  du  Br6sil  termine  ma  mission 
aupr^s  du  Gouvcrnement  des  Etats-Unis  d'Am6rique. 

En  esp^rant  que  votre  Excellence  pourra  etre  d*accord  avec  I'opinion  exprim^c 
par  mon  Gouvernement,  que  je  me  suis  acquitt^  de  ma  mission,  conform^ment  a 
ses  instructions,  d'une  mani^re  agr6able  a  votre  Gouvernement,  ct  en  jdignant 
mes  vceux  personnels  a  Texpression  des  meilleurs  voeux  du  President  du  Br^sil 
pour  votre  bonheur  et  pour  la  prosp6rit6  de  votre  pays,  je  pourrais  consid^rer 
comme  fini  mon  discours  officiel. 

Mais  des  amis  ne  se  s6parent  pas  en  s*exprimant  seulement  d'aprfes  les  formes 
diplomatiques  dans  Theure  solennelle  ou  la  nation  est  appel6e  aux  armes.  Et 
de  plus,  ma  dette  de  reconnaissance  cnvers  votre  peuple  et  votre  Gouvernement 
pour  la  consideration  que  j*en  ai  regue  pendant  un  s6jour  d*un  quart  de  sifecle 
environ,  est  si  grande  que  je  ne  puis  quitter  ce  pays  sans  exprimer  au  premier 
citoyen  de  cette  puissante  R6publique,  ma  sincere  gratitude  pour  votre  bienveil- 
lance  envers  un  ^tudiant  de  vos  institutions  et  un  admirateur  du  caractfere  elev6 
de  votre  nation. 

Ouvrant  votre  pays  depuis  les  temps  coloniaux  comme  un  pays  de  refuge  et 
6tablissant  votre  R6publique  sur  la  base  sohde  de  la  libert6  et  de  la  conscience; 
donnant  au  monde  les  principes  de  la  Declaration  d'Ind6pendence ;  affirmant  par 
la  consolidation  de  I'Union  et  par  Tabolition  de  I'esclavage,  que  ce  continent 
etait  dor6navant  consacr6  a  la  libcrt6,  votre  peuple  s*est  avanc6  au  premier  rang 
comme  un  facteur  puissant  de  la  civilisation  moderne.  Sans  peur  devant  les 
forts,  magnanime  envers  les  faibles,  profond6ment  convaincuc  que  la  justice  ctle 
droit  sont  les  premiers  fondements  de  TEtat,  et  que  la  droiture  est  la  mesurc  a 
observer  dans  les  affaires  internationales ;  industrieuse,  intelligente,  ob^issante  a 
la  loi  et  aimant  la  paix,  votre  nation  pcut  bien  6tre  fi^re  de  ses  e:5[ploits  et 
personne  n'a  eu  une  meilleure  occasion  quemoi-memecn  6tudiant  les  hommcs  et 
les  lois,  d'observer  avec  satisfaction  votre  avancement  et  vos  progrfes  constants. 

J'ai  vu  votre  nation  dans  ses  jours  de  joie  et  de  deuil.  A  la  calibration  du 
centenaire  de  votre  ind^pendance,  j*ai  vu  le  grand  maitre  dans  Tart  de  la  guerre 
ouvrir  la  grande  exposition  des  arts  de  la  paix,  ct  r6v61er  au  monde  la  double 
grandeur  de  la  nation  qui,  en  dix  ans  avait  transform^  les  6p6es  et  les  armes  de 
guerre  en  instruments  d*industrie.  J'ai  vu  Tenterrement  du  grand  h6ros  dans  le 
centre  de  votre  grande  m6tropole  au  milieu  du  deuil  de  toute  la  nation  et  j'ai  6t€ 
t6moin  de  son  apoth6ose  c616br6e  par  la  voix  de  la  nation  toute  entifere.  J'ai 
vu  le  premier  Magistrat  du  pays  terrass6  par  la  main  d*un  assassin  et  j'ai  admir6 
la  R6publique  continuant  sa  marche  ferme  et  sereine  sous  l*empire  de  la  loi. 
Dans  sa  joie  comme  dans  sa  douleur,  la  nation  ne  s*est  pas  6cart6e  un  seul  instant 
de  la  confiance  qu'elle  a  dans  sa  grande  destin6e. 

J*ai  visit6  les  diff(6rentes  regions  de  votre  grand  pays.  Je  connais  les  hommes 
actifs  de  TEst,  les  g^n6reux  habitants  de  TOuest  et  les  m6ridionaux  chevaleres- 
qucs.     J'ai  eu  la  bonne  fortune  de  connaitre  Thomme  d'Etat,  I'homme  de  science. 
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Tartiste,  le  fabricant,  ragriculteur  et  Touvrier.     Lcur  idiaA  comirunc  est  ThotK: 
neur  et  la  grandeur  de  leur  pays. 

J*ai   parcouru   les  sentiers  modestes  qui  conduisent  aux   iiCiix  sacr^s :   Mour^ 
Vernon,  ou  repose  le  fondateur  de  la  R6publique ;   Hollywooa,  ou  sent  les  rest^ 
de  Monroe;   Oak  Hill,  ou  Blaine  dort  de  son  dernier  sommeil. 

J'ai  6cout6  les  murmures  des  vents  passant  dans  les  branches  des  chenes  qv^ 
jettent  leur  ombre  sur  leurs  tombeaux,  et  j*ai  appris  le  secret  de  votre  grar^ 
deur.  Puisse  votre  exemple  inspirer  tout  le  continent.  Avant  dc  quitter  votK: 
pays,  mon  d6sir  le  plus  ardent  a  6t6  de  m'asseoir  encore  a  une  table  autour  q 
laquelle  toutes  les  r6publiques  am^ricaines  6tabliraient  de  nouveau,  sur  des  bas^  . 
plus  solides,  la  convention  trac6e  par  le  trair^  non  ratifi6  du  28  avril,  1890,  pa  j 
tageant  les  responsablit^s  de  la  politique  de  Monroe  entre  les  mcmbres  du  pact  ^ 
comme  il  est  dQ  a  leur  caractfere  souverain.  B6ni  soit  le  jour  qui  vena  la  r»  - 
union  d'un  tel  congrfes,  premier  ras  dans  I'^tablissement  d'une  di^te  am^ricain  m 
haute  cour  des  affaires  internr.ionales  de  notre  continent. 

En  quelque  lieu  que  ma  patrie  bien  aim6e  m'appelle  pour  remplir  mesdevoii — 
je  puis  vous  assurer  que  mon  coeur  et  ma  sympathie  seront  toujours  avec  voi-zz 
nation  si  61ev6e  et  avec  le  porte-drapeau  de  PAm^rique  r^publicainc,  avant-coure 
de  la  libert6  humaine  qui  s'avance  jusque  dans  les  derniers  rctranchements  ^m 
pass6. 

REPONSE    DU    PRESIDENT    MCKINLEY. 

Le  President  rcpondit  comme  suit: 

Monsieur  le  Ministre:  En  me  souvenant  de  vos  ann6es  de  representation  e^fi 
cace  et  amicale  dans  cette  capitale,  et  des  relations  agr6ables  que  vous  avcz  e 
avec  les  fonctionnaires  de  ce  Gouvernment  dans  I'accomplissemcnt  de  votre  hoi 
rable  mission,  je  ne  puis  que  regretter  de  vous  voir  appel^  a  un  autre  poste, 
qui  met  fin  aux  relations  personnelles  que  vous  avez  si  agr6ablement  mainten 
avec  ce  Gouvernement  et  avec  le  peuple  de  ce  pays.  Mais  je  dois  en  me 
temps  vous  f61iciter  de  la  preuve  de  confiance  dans  votre  habilet6  et  votre  z^^- 
que  votre  Gouvernemeni  vous  a  encore  temoign^e  en  vous  nommant  a  une  auK  ti 
mission  importantc. 

Vos  paroles  si  61oquentes  me  font  voir  que  votre  long  s6jour  dans  ce  pays   c: 
vos  occasions  nombreuses  d*observation  et  dc  rapport  avec  notre  peuple,  vous 
ont  fait  connaitre  clairement  les  origines  historiques  et  morales  de  notre  syst^me 
politique  et  intellectuel,  ainsi  que  les  motifs  61ev6s  qui  ont  toujours  inspir6  notre 
Gouvernement  dans  ses  relations  avec  les  autres  pays  du  monde,  soit  nos  voisins, 
soit  nos  amis  61oign6s,  soit  nos  coadjuteurs,  ou  nos  rivaux  g6n6reux  dans  I'indus- 
trie  et  le  commerce,  soit  nos  allies  par  les  liens  du  sang  et  la  ressemblancc  des 
formes  constitutionnelles,  ou  ceux  qui  different  de  notre  race  et  de  notre  orga- 
nisation gouvernementale. 

Pendant  un  quart  de  si^cle  environ,  vous  avez  demeur6  parmi  nous,  voyant 
notre  d^veloppement  domestique  et  6tudiant  avec  le  plus  grand  int^ret  nos 
probl^mes  sociaux  et  politiques  qui  ont  tant  6tonn6  toutes  les  nations  pendant 
ces  derni^res  ann6es  du  si^cle,  le  plus  rempli  d'6v^nements,  et  dont  les  Etats-Unis 
en  ont  eu  leur  part,  tout  en  suivant  la  voie  qu'ils  se  sont  tra^^c.  Si  doulcurcusc 
que  soit  T^preuve  que  nous  traversons,  ou  si  difficile  que  soit  le  probl^mc  actuci, 
vous  Tavez  vu  envisager  avec  le  raisonnement  calme  et  le  courage  hardi  de  notre 
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peuple,  fournissant  une  prcuve  de  plus  de  la  sagesse  dc  ceux  qui  fondferent  la 
R.6publiquc  sur  les  bases  immuables  de  I'union,  de  la  justice,  du  Gouvernement 
par  le  peuple  et  de  la  charit^  envers  tous. 

Je  vous  souhaite.  Monsieur  Ic  Ministre,  tout  le  bonheur  personnel  dans  le 
nouveau  poste  ou  le  devoir  vous  appelle.  Puissent  les  relations  d'estime  et 
d'amitif  qui  vous  attendent  la-bas  6galer  celles  que  vous  avez  form6es  ici,  et  dont 
vous  emportez  le  s'ouvenir. 

En  vous  disant  ainsi  adieu,  je  vous  prie  d'etre  Tinterprfete  des  vceux  sincfercs 
et  fraternels  que  forment  notre  Gouvernement  et  notre  peuple  pour  le  Br6sil  et 
scscitoyens;  puisscnt-ils  recueillir  longtemps  le  fruit  de  leur  d^vouement  a  la 
cause  du  Gouvernement  r6publicain  et  puisscnt-ils  jouir  toujours  des  bienfaits  dc 
la  paix,  du  progr^s  et  de  I'abondance.  Je  vous  prie  d*ofFrir  a  Monsieur  le  Presi- 
dent de  la  R6publique,  les  vceux  les  plus  sincferes  que  je  forme  pour  son  bonheur. 


REPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

PAYS    DE    DESTINATION    DES     PRINCIPALES    EXPORTATIONS 

POUR  L'ANN^E   1897. 

Le  tableau  ci-dessous  contient  les  principaux  articles  d'exporta- 
tion  de  TArgentine  avec  les  pays  de  destination  pour  I'annee 
1897.  Ce  tableau,  compile  d'apres  les  statistiques  ofRcielles  du 
gouvernement,  est  extrait  de  la  "  Review  of  the  River  Platte  "  du 
29  Janvier  1898. 


Royaume 
Uiii. 


Cuirs  de  bceufs  s6ch6s  . . . , 

Cuirs  de  bceufs  sal6s 

Cuirs  de  chevaux  s6ch6s  . 
Cuirs  de  chevaux  sal^s. . . 
Peauxdemoutons. ballots. 

Poil do. . 

Suif pipes. 

Do barrils. 

Do tonneaux. 

Peaux  de  ch^vrcs. ballots. 

Lainc do. . . 

Moutons  chatr^s  gel^s  . . . 

B16 tonnes. 

Mais do. . . 

Graine  de  lin do. . . 

Farine do.  . . 

Son do. . . 

Recoupc sacs. 

Graine ol6agineuse.  .do. . . 
Semences    pour    oiseaux, 

sacs 

Foin ballots 

Quebracho tonnes. 

Tabac ballots . 

Beurrc caisses. 

Sucre tonnes. 


28. 476 


II,  190 
267^ 

5,837 
10,511 

I.  571 


2, 


19. 462 

009,075 

10,  802 

69.255 

51.852 


Htats-Uuis.     France 


1,209,929 


1,040 

851 


2.590 
49.  675 


259 
5.626 

23.  258 


91.285 

109,318 

6,828 

II,  206 

48,  075 

469 

8,574 

4.  on 

11,205 

1,006 

138,  no 

57,358 

811 

44.712 

43.  767 


Alle- 
magne. 


289,051 

352,717 
74,418 

68,  490 

3.539 
642 

919 

2.570 
1.375 

97,  977 


Belgique.i     Italic. 


210,080 

372,  604 

1,989 

9.855 
1.934 
2,059 

414 

1,580 

750 

2 

80,  202 


1.233 
8,271 

6,898 


I  16,811 

1 50,  002 

4.  263 


23.  456 


14.  308 

51.  772 
16,655 

29 
3.460 


94,908  1   9,481 


31    I. 127 

1,512  !  2.419 

1, 160  I   2, 968   3, 697 


15,402 

22,058 


38,713 
3.815 


3.069 

2,061 

11,942 

46 


4S2, 820 
29.413 


4.939 
462 

10,  747 

432 

3,5*7 

18,  546 


25 
16,  202 

2.138 

"583 
252 

364 


639 
8,716 


5.o<j9 
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Espag^ne. 


Colon  ie 
dii  Cap. 


Cuirs  dc  boeufs  s6ch6s  . . .  . 

Cuirs  de  boeufs  sal6s 

Cuirs  de  chevaux  s6ch6s  . . 
Cuirs  de  chevaux  sal6s. . . . 
Peauxdemoutons. ballots. . 

Poll ...do... 

Suif pipes. . 

Do barrils. . 

Do tonneaux. . 

Peaux  de  ch6vres. ballots. . 

Laine do. . . 

Mouions  chatr6s  gel6s  . . . . 

B16 tonnes. . 

Mais do. . . . 

Graine  dc  lin do. . . . 

Farine do. . .  . 

Son do. . .  . 

Recoupe sacs. . 

Graine ol^agineuse.  .do. .  .. 
Semences    pour    oiseaux, 

sacs 

Foin ballots. . 

Quebracho tonnes.. 

Tabac ballots. . 

Beurre caisses. . 

Sucre tonnes. . 


I 


Br€sil. 


Com- 
mandes. 


Autres 
pays. 


ToUt 


I 


206,  024     ;       2,  000 

2,674 42,662' 

117     : '     


3.779 

2,345 

3.487 

7 

43 


57 
3.172 

14 


233 

188 


3,802 

5.441 
6,171 


12 
9.994 


242 


46,  249 

101,068 

201 

40,  461 

1.799 


18, 156 

58,  735 
45,312 

2 
684 


38,035 


97 


11,461 
671,  266 


462 


5,263 

4.948 

55.070 

180 


13,  120 


2,345 
289 


2,636 

11,258 

1,015 

132 
70 

50 


12,474 
I,  260 


-A 

•3 

■3 
»  y- 

»0; 


2S» 


2,  500_ 

937- 

83^ 

89^ 

70- 

4 

-'35 

^     -365 

2.06&.  ^j/ 

37-*.  439 

40, 624 

47.  O47 

155. 9J0 
132,462 

20,956 

733»  354 
123, 526 

4.041 
15,866 

40. 374 


BRfiSIL. 

COMMERCE  DE  PERNAMBUCO  EN   1897. 

Le  British  Foreign  Office  vient  de  faire  paraitre  le  rapport 
du  Vice-Consul  Williams  sur  Tindustrie  et  le  commerce  du  dis- 
trict consulaire  de  Pernambuco  pendant  Tannee  1897. 

A  propos  de  la  nouvelle  entreprise  industrielle  inauguree 
par  I'ex-gouverneur,  Barboza  Lima,  pour  Tintroduction  et  le 
developpement  d'un  systcme  cdnsolide  de  fabriques  de  sucre,  M. 
Williams  dit  que  cette  entreprise  meritoire  n'a  pas  reussi  a 
cause  de  la  baisse  du  change  et  de  la  mauvaise  administration. 
La  plus  grande  partie  du  commerce  des  tissus  est  entre  les  mains 
de  trois  compagnies  suisses,  et  le  reste  de  ce  commerce  est  tait 
par  des  maisons  portugaises  et  bresiliennes.  Selon  le  rapport,  il 
semble  qu'il  se  presente  une  bonne  occasion  pour  les  manutactu- 
riers  de  tissus  des  Etats-Unis,  mais  afin  d'en  profiter  il  faudrait  des 
efforts  actits.  Les  perspectives  generates  du  commerce  d'importa- 
tion  sont  tres  favorables  en  ce  moment ;  on  a  recemment  tele- 
graphic en  Europe  qu'il  y  a  des  entrees  considerables  comprenant 
toutes  especes  de  marchandises,  et  en  raison  du  peu  de  stock  restant 
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SOUS  la  main,  le  vice-consul  pense  que  cette  demande  continuera 
pendant  une  periode  indefinie. 

Le  Sucre  et  le  coton  sont  les  principales  productions  et  exporta- 
tions  de  I'Etat  de  Pernambuco.  Les  recoltes  de  1896-97  ont  donne 
les  plus  petits  rendements  depuis  celles  de  1889-90.  On  attri- 
bue  en  grande  partie  cette  diminution  au  mauvais  temps,  les  scche- 
resses,  de  meme  que  les  inondations,  endommageant  beaucoup  les 
recoltes  de  la  canne  a  Sucre  et  de  coton.  Les  recoltes  actuelles 
(1897-98)  promettent  d'etre  un  peu  plus  grandes,  mais  el  les  seront 
encore  au-dessous  de  la  moyenne.  Les  prix  plus  eleves  anticipcs 
de  ces  denrees  font  esperer  de  meilleures  conditions  financieres 
dans  Tavenir.  La  plus  grande  partie  du  sucre  et  du  coton  est  con- 
sommee  dans  le  pays  et  la  quantite  exportee  devient  plus  petite 
d'annee  en  annee. 

La  nouvelle  loi  de  cabotage,  limitant  le  trafic  aux  navires  bresi- 
liens,  est  entree  en  vigueur  le  5  decembre  1896.  On  craignait 
d'abord  que  la  marine  marchande  bresilienne  ne  put  suffire  aux 
exigences  du  commerce,  mais  elle  a  demontre  heureusement  qu'on 
pouvait  compter  sur  elle. 

Dans  cet  Etat,  on  a  installe  avec  succes,  de  nombreuses  fabriques. 
II  y  a  une  fabrique  de  poudre  a  canon  et  une  filature  de  chanvre; 
il  y  a  aussi  des  filatures  de  coton,  des  fabriques  de  savon  et  d'allu- 
mettes  qui,  protegees  par  des  tarifs  eleves,  font  de  bonnes  afFaires. 
Le  travail  y  est  abohdant  et  la  main  d'oeuvre  bon  marche ;  les 
heures  de  travail  ne  sont  pas  limitees;  dans  quelques-unes  des 
fabriques  on  travaille  pendant  quatorze  heures.  Dans  les  districts 
agricoles,  un  ouvrier  ordinaire  re9oit  environ  trente  sous  par  jour, 
et  il  travaille  c^epuis  le  lever  jusqu'au  coucher  du  soleil. 

Pernambuco  est  bien  pourvu  de  communications  sous-marines; 
il  y  a  aussi  une  ligne  telegraphique  s'etendant  le  long  de  la  cote 
et  appartenant  au  gouvernement  federal.  Les  trois  compagnies 
anglaises  qui  dirigent  les  cables  sont:  La  Brazilian  Submarine 
Telegraph  Company  de  Pernambuco,  allant  en  Europe  via  St. 
Vincent  (Cap  de  Verde)  et  Madeira;  la  South  American  Cable 
Company  de  Pernambuco,  allant  en  Europe  via  Pernando  da 
Noronha  et  Senegal,  sur  la  cote  ouest  de  TAfrique;  et  la  Western 
and  Brazilian  Telegraph  Company,  qui  fait  le  service  de  la  cote 
du  Bresil  entre  Para  et  Santos. 

La  recolte  de  coton  du  district  de  Penedo  pour  Tannee  1897  a 
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etc  de  21,000  balles  environ,  soit  une  augmentation  de  5,000 
balles  sur  la  production  de  I'annee  precedente,  et  les  prix  ont  varie 
de  $1.90  a  $2.30  les  quinze  kilos.  La  recolte  du  mais  est  con- 
siderable; elle  s'eleve  a  54,000  sacs,  soit  une  augmentation  de 
32,000  sacs  sur  Pannee  derniere.  La  recolte  du  sucre  est  presque 
nulle,  10,000  sacs  peut-etre,  a  cause  d'une  grande  inondation  qui  a 
detruit  la  canne  a  sucre  pendant  sa  periode  de  croissance.  Le 
commerce  de  peaux  de  chevres  et  de  moutons  a  subi  une  grande 
diminution;  Panedo  qui  recevait  par  mois  50,000  peaux,  il  y  a 
deux  ans,  n'en  re9oit  plus  que  15,000  environ.  On  estime  les 
peaux  sechees  et  salees  a  70,000  par  an. '  On  rapporte  de  Ceara 
que  le  plantage  du  mani^oba  se  fait  avec  beaucoup  d'attention, 
et  on  espere  avoir  un  million  d'arbres  en  pleine  croissance  dans 
les  quatre  annees  prochaines.  Le  mani9oba  est  une  espece 
A'Ei/phorkiaceu^  dont  le  sue  contient  du  caoutchouc.  Ce  caout- 
chouc ressemble  de  si  pres  a  celui  de  Para,  qu'on  le  vend  dans  les 
marches  europeens  sous  le  nom  general  de  "caoutchouc  bresi- 
lien,"  sans  faire  aucune  attention  a  sa  provenance.  Le  mani9oba 
abonde  dans  PEtat  de  Ceara,  surtout  dans  les  districts  de  Ceara, 
de  Baturite  et  d'ltapipoca.  Les  prix  varient  de  58  sous  a  $1  par 
kilo.  Le  procede  de  Pextraction  de  ce  caoutchouc  est  presque 
le  mcme  que  celui  qu'on  emploie  dans  les  Etats  de  Para  et 
d'Amazonas. 

Le  rapport  re9u  de  Parahyba  do  Norte  montre  que  la  recolte 
de  coton  de  ce  district  surpasse  de  beaucoup  celle  de  1 896,  tandis 
qu'on  constate  une  diminution  dans  celle  du  sucre.  La  majeure 
partie  du  sucre  produit  dans  la  province  de  Parahyba  est  expedite 
a  Rio  et  aux  ports  du  sud,  et  le  reste  aux  Etats-Unis. 

Le  Vice-consul  Bolshaw  dans  son  rapport  de  Rio  Grande  do 
Norte  dit  que  Tannee  s'est  montree  favorable  pour  les  productions 
principales,  telles  que  le  coton,  le  sucre  et  le  caoutchouc.  On 
expedie  le  coton  presque  exclusivement  aux  ports  bresiliens  du 
sud  pour  etre  consomme  dans  les  fabriques  nationales,  tandis  que 
le  caoutchouc,  les  peaux  et  cuirs  sont  expedics  aux  Etats-Unis, 
marche  qui  monopolise  pour  ains!  dire  la  production  sucriere. 

AVIS  AUX  EXPORTATEURS. 

En  vue  de  la  sante  publique,  le  gouvernement  a  trouve  bon  de 
soumettre  a  une   inspection   serieuse  et  a  une  analyse  officielle, 


BUREAU    OF    THE    AMERICAN    REPUBLICS.  226^ 

avant  leur  entree  dans  la  consommation  generale,  les  vins  de  routes 
sortes,  le  saindoux  et  les  autres  aliments  arrivant  dans  le  pays. 
La  loi  d'apres  laquelle  on  fera  Panalyse  est  ainsi  concue : 

Les  vins,  le  saindoux,  aussi  bien  que  tous  les  aucres  produits  alimentaires 
condamn^s  par  le  Laboratoire  National,  ne  peuvent  pas  etre  livr6s  et  les  pro- 
pri6taires  ou  les  consignataires  seront  obliges  de  les  r6cxporter  dans  le  d^lai 
indiqu^  paries  inspecteurs  des  Douanes,  et  dans  le  cas  ou  ils  ne  se  conformeraient 
pas  aux  obligations  ci-dessus  mentionn^es,  les  articles  seront  d^truits  et  les  impor- 
tateurs  ou  consignataires  seront  condamn^s  a  une  amende  de  mille  milreis,  con- 
form^ment  a  la  loi  No.  489  du  15  d^cembre  1897. 

Seront  consid6r6s  comme  nuisibles  a  la  sant6  publique  et  cons^quemment  con- 
damn^s,  les  vins,  de  meme  que  toutcs  les  substances  alimentaires  contenant  de 
Tacide  borique  ou  salicylique,  de  l*alcool  de  mauvaise  qualit6,  des  acides  min^- 
raux,  des  acides  ^ulfuriques,  sulfureux,  nitriques  ou  hydrochloriques,  du  sulfite, 
de  I'alun,  du  fluosilicate,  de  Tacidc  fluorique,  de  Falcaloide,  du  saccharin,  des 
sels  de  strontiane,  du  plomb,  du  zinc,  du  fer  blanc,  de  Tars^nique,  de  I'anti- 
moine,  du  sulfate  de  potasse,  en  quantit^s  de  plus  de  deux  grammes  par  litre  de 
vin,  a  Texception  des  vins  contenant  de  Talcool  au-dessus  de  20^,  pour  Icsquels 
on  permettra  quatre  grammes  de  sulfate  de  potasse  par  litre.  Les  mati^res  qui 
peuvent  remplacer  le  houblon  dans  la  bifere,  telles  que  1 'absinthe,  la  quassia,  le 
colchiquc,  la  pircotoxine,  la  colquinte,  la  noix  vomique,  Tacide  pyrique,  I'alo^s, 
ainsi  que  les  essences  pr^par^es  avec  des  6thers  provenant  de  graisses;  les 
mati^res  colorantes  provenant  du  charbon  et  combin^cs  avec  du  plomb,  du 
mercure,  du  cuivre,  de  l*ars6nique,  de  I'antimoine,  du  barium  ou  toute  autre 
substance  reconnue  ou  pouvant  etre  reconnue  par  la  science  comme  nuisible  a  la 
sante. 

Et  en  tout  cas,  Timportation  de  vin  reconnu  comme  6tant  artificiel  est  defendue, 
meme  s'il  ne  contient  pas  de  substances  nuisibles  a  la  sante ;  et  la  premiere  partie 
de  cette  loi  sera  appliquable  quand  la  partie  int6res«6e  n'aura  pas,  dans  le  d^lai 
fix6  par  I'inspecteur,  reexport^  les  vins  condamn^s. 

En  plus,  il  est  a  remarquer  que  les  articles  precites  ne  peuvent 
pas  etre  soumis  a  une  analyse  aux  ports  situes  dans  les  autres  etats 
et  loin  de  la  capitale.  D'aprcs  le  rcglement  suivant,  qui  est  encore 
en  vigueur,  date  du  1 1  octobre  1897,  on  doit  envoyer  des  enchantil- 
lons  a  Rio,  meme  si  les  marques  de  fabrique  sont  tres  connues 
dans  le  commerce  international,  sinon  dans  les  marches  nationaux. 
Ainsi,  ii  peut  arriver  des  retards  tres  serieux  dans  la  livraison  des 
marchandises — 

Vu  que  la  plupart  des  6tats  ne  sont  pas  pourvus  de  laboratoires  pour  Tanalyse 
des  substances  comprises  dans  Tarticle  40  de  la  loi  No.  428  du  10  decembre 
1896,  et  qu'on  a  fait  des  reclamations  innombrables  a  propos  des  analyses  faites 
dans  quelques-unes  des  institutions,  on  a  decide  d'envoyer  officiellement  au  Labo- 
ratoire National  un  6chantillon  pour  Texamen  quand  Particle  import^  est  inconnu 
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dans  le  march6  local  et  que  ce  laboracoire  ne  s'est  pas  encore  prononc^.     On 

doit  proc6der  de  cette  fagon  lorsque  tout  article  d 'importation  parait  nuisiblca 

la  sant^  publique. 

En  dehors  de  ce  cas,  le  D6partement  des  Etats  doit  etre  guidi  par  les  analyses 

du  Laboratoire  National  publi6es  dans  le  **  Boletim    da  Alfandega  do  Rio  dc 

Janeiro"  et  dans  la  circulaire  No.   i6du  **  Diario  Official"  en  date  du  11  mars 

dernier. 

LE  MINISTRE  BRASIL. 

Le  Senhor  Joaquin  Francisco  dk  Assiz  Brasil,  recemment 
nomme  Envoye  Extraordianire  et  Ministre  Plenipotentiaire  du 
Bresil  aux  Etats-Unis,  vient  d'etre  re9u  officiellement  par  le  Presi- 
dent McKiNLEY,  comme  successeur  du  Ministre  Mendon9a, quia 
etc  transfere  a  Lisbonne.  M.  Brasil  a  ete  long  temps  dans  le 
service  diplomatique,  son  dernier  poste  ayant  ete  la  mission  tres 
honorable  et  delicate  du  Portugal. 


COSTA  RICA. 

ETAT  DES  FINANCES,  DE  L'INSTRUCTION  ET  DE  L'INDUSTRIE. 

Le  1*"^  mai  le  Congres  National  s'est  reuni,  conformement  a  la 
loi,  en  seance  reguliere.  Ce  jour-la,  le  President  de  la  Republique 
envoya  son  message  habituel,  dans  lequel  il  donne  un  resume 
succinct  du  progres  general  du  pays  pendant  Tannee  fiscale  finissant 
le  30  avril,  date  qui  termine  aussi  le  terme  presidentiel  commen9ant 
en  1894. 

Le  message  parle  d'abord  des  difficultes  recentes  avec  le  Nica- 
ragua, et  fait  remarquer  la  chaleur  patriotique,  Tesprit  d'union  et 
d'enthousiasme  que  tout  le  pays  a  montre  en  soutenant  le  Gou- 
vernement  et  en  preparant  sa  defense.  II  fait  aussi  allusion  aux 
negociations  de  paix  qui  se  sont  terminces  par  un  traite  d'arbitration 
signe  a  bord  du  navire  de  guerre  VJlerL  et  conclut  ce  sujet  de  la 
maniere  suivante :  "A  ce  propos,  je  suis  heureux  de  remplir  un 
devoir  sacre,  le  devoir  de  donner  ici,  au  nom  du  peuple  et  du  Gou- 
vernement  de  Costa  Rica,  une  expression  toute  particuliere  de 
reconnaissance  aux  gouvernements  eclaires  du  Guatemala  et  des 
Etats-Unis  d'Amerique  pour  leurs  bons  offices  en  faveur  de  la 
paix,  de  meme  qu'a  leurs  dignes  representants,  MM.  Merry  et 
LiANFiESTAs,  charges  d'une  mission  si  importante  et  transcendante 
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dans  laquelle  le  Senor  Lianfiesta  a  eu  la  bonne  fortune  d'obtenir 
une  assistance  active  et  une  cooperation  effective." 

A  ^exception  de  ^incident  cite,  la  condition  normale  de  la 
Republique,  sa  marche  en  avant  et  ses  habitudes  d'ordre  et 
d'amour  de  la  paix  et  du  travail,  habitudes  caracteristiques  du 
peuple  de  Costa  Rica,  n'ont  pas  souffert  un  seul  instant. 

Les  relations  amicales  que  le  Costa  Rica  entretient  assidument 
avec  les  nations  de  TAmerique  et  de  PEurope  deviennent  de  jour 
en  jour  plus  cordiales,  et  il  n*existe  aujourd'hui  avec  aucune  d'elles 
une  seule  question  qui  puisse  les  troubler  ou  les  affaiblir  le  moin- 
dre  peu.  Pour  arriver  a  ce  resultat,  duquel  le  pays  re9oit,  malgre 
sa  superficie  peu  etendue,  des  temoignages  d*estime  et  de  con- 
sideration de  la  part  de  nations  puissantes  en  raison  de  leur  gran- 
deur et  de  leur  culture,  le  Gouvernement  n'a  epargne  aucun  effort 
dans  les  limites  de  son  pouvoir  et  dans  Taccomplisseinent  des 
devoirs  qui  lui  sont  imposes  par  la  loi  internationale  et  par  la 
civilitc. 

L'etat  de  Tinstruction  publique  est  florissant.  Sans  negliger 
rinstruction  professionnelle  et  secondaire,  le  Gouvernement  a 
prete  une  attention  particuliere  a  Tinstruction  elementaire,  car 
c'est  une  obligation  inevitable  de  TEtat  et  un  besoin  peremptoire 
du  peuple. 

II  n'y  a  rien  sur  lequel  les  Costariciens  peu  vent  se  feliciter  si 
justement  que  sur  Tetat  de  I'instruction  publique,  I'enthousiasme 
avec  lequel  elle  est  recherchee  et  encouragce  et  la  protection 
efRcace  qu'elle  re9oit  de  la  part  du  gouvernement. 

Pour  montrer  la  propagation  de  Tinstruction  pendant  TAdmi- 
nistration,  il  est  seulement  necessaire  de  faire  connaitre  qu'en  1 893 
il  y  avait  280  ecoles,  et  qu'en  1898  il  y  en  avait  388.  La  matri- 
cule  deTannee  precedente  comptait,  en  moyenne,  17,517  eleves,  et 
aujourd'hui  elle  en  registre  23,134.  En  1893  ^^  comptait  17 
maisons  d'ecole,  et  en  1898  le  nombre  s'eleve  a  259,  et  pendant  cette 
periode  on  a  augmente  de  332  le  nombre  des  instituteurs.  Les 
comites  d'instruction  publique  possedent  259  maisons  d'ccole  et 
ont  en  constructional  autres,  et  78  enprojet.  On  e value  a  beau- 
coup  plus  de  $1,000,000  de  pesetas  les  batiments  et  les  terrains 
destines  aux  ecoles,  que  Ton  a  acquis  principalement  au  moyen  de 

souscriptions  directes  du  peuple  et  d'assistance  liberale  de  la  part 
Bull.  No.  12 13 
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du  gouvernement,  pendant  la  meme  periode.  Cette  simple  com- 
paraison  est  une  preuve  eloquente  du  devouement  du  gouverne- 
ment pour  rinstruction,  que  Ton  considere  un  des  plus  importants 
privileges  qui  puissent  ctre  accordes  a  un  peuple. 

Apres  avoir  prevu  au  maintien  de  Tordre  publique  et  a  la  tran- 
quillite  sociale,  apres  avoir  etabli  sur  des  bases  solides,  I'instructioa 
morale  et  intellectuelle  du  peuple,  il  ne  reste  rien  de  mieux  a 
faire  pour  TEtat  que  de  diriger  ses  efforts  les  plus  energiques  sur 
ie  developpement  des  interets  economiques,  puisqu'ils  constituent 
les  elements  les  plus  indispensables  de  la  prosperite  et  du  bien- 
etre    des   nations.     Mettre  en  execution  cette   doctrine   par  les 
moyens  conseillcs  par  Pexperience,  sans  perdre  de  vue  les  condi- 
tions speciales  du  pays,  les  moyens  de  production,  de  meme  que 
ceux  d'cchange  international,  a  ete  la  tache  du  Gouvernement, 
entreprise  avec  une  foi  invincible,  une  resolution  constante  et  un 
ensemble   de    projet    qu'inspire    la   conviction    intime    des  bons 
resultats  a  esperer. 

La  bonne  organisation  du  Tresor  public,  I'honnete  administra- 
tion des  revenus  qui  le  constituent  et  leur  bon  placement,  forment 
la  base  indispensable  pour  mener  ce  projet  a  un  bon  resultat.  Le 
Gouvernement  a  pu,  a  Taide  puissante  de  cette  condition  d'affaires, 
faire  face  a  de  lourdes  obligations  pecuniaires  contractees  par  les 
administrations  precedentes,  et  entreprendre  des  travaux  d'un  grand 
benefice  pour  Taugmentation  de  la  richesse  et  le  developpement 
du  pays. 

Pendant  Tannee  fiscale  de  1897-98,  les  revenus  publics  se  sent 
eleves  a  $8,4.24,104.  Cette  somme  depasse  de  $936,935  les 
revenus  de  Tannce  precedente  et  de  $320,172  les  estimations. 
Les  depenses  se  sont  elevees  a  $8,315,4.55,  ce  qui  laissc  un 
exccdent  de  $108,650. 

Le  Gouvernement  qui  croit  fermement  que  le  systeme  mone- 
taire  etabli  sur  I'etalon  d'or  achevera  les  resultats  souhaites,  a  en 
depot  une  valeur  de  $1,000,000  en  or,  et  il  propose  de  feire  les 
previsions  necessaires  pour  assurer  la  circulation  de  cette  monnaie, 
avant  la  date  pre  vue  pour  la  reforme  monetaire. 

On  connait  la  place  importante  qu'occupe  le  credit  dans  le 
developpement  economique  d'un  pays.  Le  credit  du  Gouverne- 
ment dans  Tintcrieur  de  la  Republique,  aussi  bien  qu'a  I'etranger, 
jouit  d'une  entiere  confiance,  en  raison  de  Tacquittement  fidele 
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des  obligations  contractees,  principalement  pour  la  dette  exterieure 
qu'on  paye  avec  la  plus  grande  formalite. 

Parmi  les  travaux  publics,  la  construction  du  Chemin  de  Fer  ' 
du  Pacifique  figure  comme  le  plus  important  a  cause  de  son 
importance  vitale  dans  le  pays.  De  1,000  a  1,200  hommes  sont 
occupes  a  cette  construction  qui  est  poussee  avec  la  plus  grande 
activite.  On  a  deja  pose  les  rails  des  quinze  premiers  milles,  et 
selon  les  informations  re9ues  de  la  compagnie  de  construction,  la 
ligne  sera  construite  jusqu'a  Rio  Grande,  distance  de  25  milles, 
au  mois  de  juillet  ou  d'aout  L'entrepreneur  compte  terminer 
entierement  et  livrer  le  chemin  de  fer  au  trafic  Tannee  prochaine, 
terminant  ainsi  la  ligne  interoceanique  entre  Limon  sur  I'Atlan- 
tique  et  Tivives  sur  le  Pacifique. 

Au  port  de  Tivives,  sur  le  Golfe  de  Nicoya,  pas  loin  de  Punta- 
renas,  on  entreprendra  des  travaux  d'amelioralion,  et  le  Gouveme- 
ment  est  en  pourparlers  avec  une  honorable  maison  fi'an9aise,  qui 
en  a  deja  fait  les  plans  necessaires. 

On  a  entrepris  beaucoup  d'autres  travaux  d'utilite  publique,  et 
des  efforts  se  font  pour  leur  achevement.  Parmi  ceux-ci  on  peut 
mentionner  la  maison  de  correction  nationale,  plusieurs  routes 
carrossables,  et  au  Port  Limon  les  travaux  sanitaires,  Telargisse- 
ment  du  port  au  moyen  de  brise-lames  et  autres  travaux. 

Le  President  loue  la  conduite  de  I'armee  qui  marcha  a  la  fron- 
tiere  a  cause  des  difRcultcs  precitces  et  termine  son  message  dans 
les  termes  suivants: 

"La  paix  ayant  etc  conclue  dans  des  conditions  honorables, 
Tarmee,  opposee  par  nature  et  par  tradition  aux  aventures  militaires, 
songe  a  sa  famille  bien  aimee  et  yrevient  pour  s'adonner  aux  joies 
paisibles  de  la  famille  et  des  taches  remuneratrices  du  travail." 

PRESIDENT    IGLfiSIAS— INAUGURATION   DU    SECOND    TERME. 

Conformement  a  la*  loi  et  a  I'habitude,  le  nouveau  terme  presi- 
dentiel  a  ete  inaugure  le  8  courant.  Le  President  Iglesias,  reelu 
pour  le  nouveau  terme,  ratifie,  dans  son  discours  d'ouverture,  le 
programme  de  sa  premiere  administration  progressive  et  le  termine 
par  ce  paragraphe  significatif  : 

A  la  cloture  de  mon  premier  terme  pr6sidentiel,  permettcz-moi  d'exprimcr 
dans  ce  discours  comme  expression  sincere  du  sentiment  public,  que  je  crois 
interpreter  fid^lcment,  la  reconnaissance  de  la  nation  envers  toutes  les  colonies 
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6trangferes  qui  r6sident  dans  le  pays,  pour  Icurs  donations  spontan6es  et  g6n6reuscs 
pour  le  soulagement  des  calami t6s  provenant  in^vitablcment  de  ]'6tat  dc  guerre 
dans  lequel  la  R6publique  s'est  trouv6e  il  y  a  quelque  temps.  Le  Gouverncmcnt 
de  Costa  Rica  consid^re  que  cette  attitude,  aussi  noble  qu'elle  6tait  cordialc,  est 
une  r^ponse  a  Tamiti^  qu'il  ressent  pour  les  colonies  6trangfercs,  a  cause  dc  Icur 
caract^re  61ev6  et  de  leur  soutien  efficace  dans  le  travail  de  notrc  progrfes. 


EQUATEUR.   ' 

CONSTRUCTION   D'UN    BATIMENT    POUR    LA    DOUANE  A 

GUAYAQUIL. 

Le  Gouvernement  vient  de  mettre  en  adjudication  la  construc- 
tion d'un  batiment  pour  la  Douane  a  Guayaquil.  Voici  les  con- 
ditions de  cette  adjudication: 

Conform^ment  aux  ordres  re^us  du  Ministre  des  Travaux  Publics,  la  con- 
struction d'un  batiment  pour  la  Douane  dans  le  port  de  Guayaquil  sera  soumise 
a  I'adjudication. 

Les  personnes  interess6es  pourront  prendre  connaissance  des  plans  et  de  tous 
les  renseignments  qui  s*y  rapportent,  ainsi  que  du  cahier  des  charges,  au  bureau 
du  Secretaire  de  la  Province  ou  au  Palais  du  Gouverneur. 

Pour  le  payement  dudit  batiment,  la  loi  douani^re  reserve  4  pour  cent  dc  la 
surtaxe  sur  les  droits  d'importation  qui,  d'aprfes  les  calculs,  doivent  produirc  en 
moyenne  150,000  sucres  par  an,  et  cette  somme  a  dO  etre  mise  en  d6p6t  depuis 
le  ler  Janvier  dernier. 

La  personne  ou  Tassociation  qui  aura  ^adjudication  sera  obligee  de  payer  au 
Gouvernement,  avant  la  signature  du  contrat,  6,000  sucres  comme  prix  des 
plans  du  batiment. 

On  recevra  les  soumissions  au  bureau  du  Secretaire  de  la  Province  et  aux 
Consulats  equatoriens,  a  New  York,  Paris,  Liverpool,  Bruxelles  et  Hambourg, 
jusqu*au  31    aout  1898. 

NOTES    INDUSTRIELLES. 

Selon  les  informations  re9ues,  on  prevoit  dans  les  provinces  de 
Los  Rios  et  Guayas  une  excellent  recolte  de  cacao,  denree  prin- 
cipale  de  cette  region.  L'etat  financier  de  la  Republique  est  sa- 
tisfaisant,  et  sous  Tinfluence  de  la  paix  qui  regne  partout  dans  le 
pays,  et  du  regime  liberal  du  President  Alfaro,  la  perspective 
generale  est  des  plus  brillantes. 

Le  contrat  pour  la  construction  du  chemin  de  fer  s'etendant  dc 
la  cote  a  Quito  a  ete  signe  avec  MM.  Drake,  Stratton  &  Cie., 
et  M.  Harman  est  parti  pour  Londres  afin  de  terminer  les  arran- 
gements necessaires  avant  de  commencer  les  travaux. 
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HAITI. 

MOYENS   PROPOSES    PAR   LE    MINISTRE    POWELL    POUR  AUG- 
MENTER  LE  COMMERCE  AVEC  LES  ETATS-UNIS. 

"The  Manufacturer,"  journal  public  a  Philadelphie,  contient 
dans  son  numero  du  7  mai  un  long  article  ecrit  par  M.  William 
Powell,  Ministre  des  Etats-Unis  a  Haiti,  dans  lequel  il  indique 
les  obstacles  existant  actuellement  qui  empechent  le  developpe- 
ment  du  commerce  entre  les  deux  contrees  et  propose  les  moyens 
de  remedier  a  ces  conditions.  Le  Ministre  dit,  en  substance:  Les 
fabricants  doivent  envoyer  des  agents  qui  comprennent  la  langue 
fran9aise  pour  etudier  les  gouts  des  habitants,  leurs  couleurs  favo- 
rites, leurs  preferences  et  leurs  aversions  pour  les  diflerentes  especes 
de  marchandises,  et  alors  chercher  a  v  faire  le  commerce  en  fabri- 
quant  les  marchandises  que  les  habitants  desirent.  Ces  matieres, 
si  petites  qu'elles  paraissent,  empechent  la  vente  de  marchandises 
americaines,  principalement  de  tissus.  Un  autre  point  important 
auquel  on  doit  faire  attention,  est  la  longueur  des  pieces  que 
I'acheteur  demande,  car  nos  manufacturiers  ont  certaines  idees 
arbitraires  a  cet  egard,  a  savoir,  que  Tacheteur  doit  accepter  les 
marchandises  ou  s'en  passer.  On  doit  apporter  le  plus  grand  soin 
dans  Temballage  des  marchandises,  afin  qu'elles  presentent  un 
aspect  attrayant  en  arrivant  sur  le  marche,  ce  qui  les  rendra  plus 
vendables. 

La  pomme  de  terre  qu'on  cultive  a  Haiti  est  d'une  qualite 
inferieure,  et  pendant  plusieursannees  on  n*y  vendait  que  lespommes 
de  terre  de  provenance  americaine.  On  a  demande  maintea  fois 
aux  expcditeurs  americains  d'envoyer  les  pommes  de  terre  en  petits 
paquets,  au  lieu  d'employer  des  barils  et  des  sacs.  On  n'a  fait 
aucune  attention  a  cette  demande,  et  les  commer9ants  de  France 
en  apprennant  ce  fait,  envoyerent  a  titre  d'essai,  des  pommes  de 
terre  en  mannes,  ce  qui  a  reussi,  et  maintenant  les  pommes  de  terre 
de  France  y  trouvent  un  marche  facile,  a  Texclusion  du  produit 
americain.  On  peut  en  dire  autant  du  beurre  qui  y  est  consomme ; 
la  meilleure  qualite  provient  du  Danemark,  mise  en  seaux  de  deux 
livres,  qui  s'y  vendent  avec  facilite.  Le  produit  americain  est 
aussi  bon,  et  sous  beaucoup  de  rapports  il  est  meme  superieur, 
mais  a  cause  de  I'emballage  qui  ne  se  prcte  pas  aux  besoins,  il  est 
invendable. 
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Les  moyens  de  communication  entre  la  cote  et  Tinterieur  du 
pays sont  mauvais;  les  routes  sont  mal  entretenues  et  montagneuses 
et  on  se  sert  de  Pane,  la  bete  de  somme  universelle,  de  sorte  que 
les  petits  paquets  sont  une  necessite.  Si  I'on  portait  remcde  a 
ces  maux,  le  marche  serait  en  peu  de  temps  sous  le  controle  des 
industriels  americains.  Les  communications  entre  les  diffcrents 
ports  de  la  Republique  se  font  par  eau,  soit  par  des  vapeurs  ou 
des  voiliers,  et  le  commerce  intcrieur  se  fait  au  moyen  des  betes 
de  trait.  II  se  presente  une  occasion  excellente  pour  les  Ameri- 
cains entreprenants  possedant  des  capitaux  et  de  I'energie  pour  la 
construction  de  chemins  de  fer.  Le  climat  est  magnifique  et 
meme  pendant  la  saison  pluvieuse,  les  matinees  sont  claires,  la 
pluie  ne  tombe  jamais  que  tard  dans  I'apres-midi  ou  dans  la 
nuit. 

L'agriculture  est  I'industrie  principale  du  pays  et  la  meilleure 
source  de  revenus  provient  du  cafe,  du  bois  de  campeche  et  du 
cacao.  La  culture  des  fruits  pourrait  etre  un  commerce  tres 
lucratif,  car  on  donne  peu  d'attention  a  la  culture  de  I'orange,  de 
la  banane,  du  cacao,  des  citrons  et  de  la  noix  de  coco.  II  n'y  a 
dans  Pile  qu'un  etablissement  manufacturier,  et  il  appartient  a 
un  americain  entreprenant  qui  a  concu  des  projets  qu'il  a  mis  a, 
execution  pour  Pemploi  des  bois  precieux  qui  s'y  trouvent.  La 
Republique  possede  des  ressources  merveilleuses  qui  ne  sont  pas 
encore  exploitees;  son  sol  est  fertile;'  ses  mines  de  houille,  de  zinc, 
de  cuivre  et  de  sel  attendent  Tentreprise  americaine. 

La  plus  grande  partie  des  commer9ants  est  favorable  a  un  traite 
de  reciprocite  avec  les  Etats-Unis,  mais  ce  n'est  pas  possible  avec 
ce  Gouvernement,  car  la  principale  partie  de  leurs  impots  provient 
des  droits  obtenus  sur  les  importations,  aucun  impot  n'etant  percu 
sur  la  propriete  fonciere  et  sur  les  immeubles.  Les  droits  d'im- 
portation  seront  bientot  augmentes  de  25  pour  cent,  et  la  somme 
obtenue  de  cette  maniere  constituera  un  fonds  d'amortissement 
dans  le  cas  ou  Pon  efFectuerait  un  emprunt.  Get  emprunt  est 
destine  au  rachat  du  papier-monnaie  et  a  Petablissement  de  Petalon 
d'or  dans  le  pays.  Apres  le  retrait  du  papier-monnaie  toutes  les 
obligations  nationales  et  particulieres  seront  basees  sur  la  valeur 
du  dollar  americain  en  or,  qui,  a  Pavenir,  sera  Petalon  de  valeur  et 
le  seul  moyen  d'cchange. 
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Voici,  d'apres  le  rapport  de  la  Banque  d' Haiti,  les  exportations 
pendant  les  quatre  mois  commen9ant  le  i«r  octobre  1896,  et 
finissant  le  K*- Janvier  1897: 


Ports  Haltiens. 


Port-au-Prince 
Cap  Haltien  . . 
Saint-Marc  . . . 

Gonalves 

Port  de  Paix  . 
Petit  Goave . .  . 
Miragoane  . . . 

J6r6mie 

Aquin 

Aux  Cayes  . . . 
Jacmel 

Total  .. 


Caf4. 


Livres 

5.  224, 

6,  522, 
322, 

3.  189, 
426, 

2,  494. 

494» 
2,115. 

855. 

4.  701. 
6,  989, 


381 

134 

728 
409 

598 

558 

499 

822 

661 
550 

903 : 


Cacao. 


Livres. 
124,  283 
63.  053 


5,767 
3.461 


554, 722 


Campeche. 


Livres. 

500,000 

2,  448,  600 
3,855,000 
7,  409,  450 

3,  844, 000 


I,  643,  450 
290,  000 
756,000 

I,  046,  000 
110,000 


De  plus,  la  Rcpublique  d'Haiti  a  exporte  pendant  cette  periode 
de  difFerents  ports,  47,639  livres  de  coton,  3,975  pieds  de  bois 
d'acajou,  42,637  livres  de  cuir  de  betail,  dont  on  a  expedie  25,491 
livres  du  Port-au-Prince  seulement;  10,910  livres  de  gomme  de 
gaiac,  2,960  livres  de  cuivre,  5,583,400  livres  de  racines  de 
qampeche,  5,553,400  livres  etant  exportees  du  Port-au-Prince; 
9,355  livres  et  soixante  paquets  de  peaux  de  chevres  expedics 
presque  entierement  du  Cap  Haitien,  10,870  livres  de  peaux 
d'oranges,  2,660  livres  de  bois  de  gaiac,  210  gallons  de  miel,  321 
gallons  de  rhum,  et  1,259  l^^^'^s  de  cire.  On  voit  que  le  cafe  est 
le  principal  article  d'exportation.  En  basant  notre  estimation  de 
la  recolte  sur  les  exportations  qui  ont  lieu  pendant  les  quatre 
premiers  mois  de  moisson,  on  pent  placer  la  recolte  de  1896-97  a 
67,000,000  de  livres,  mais  comme  la  moisson  a  commence  tard, 
et  qu'elle  semble  tres  abondante,  on  compte  qu'elle  a  depasse 
70,000,000  de  livres.  Les  exportations  totales  du  cafe  pendant 
les  dernieres  annees  ont  ete  les  suivantes: 

1895-96 47, 643, 451 

i894-<)5 75.  371,  865 

1893-94 58,  426, 100 

1892-93 70,  829,  779 

1891-92 67,  831,  893 

1890-91 56.  692,  039 

1889-90 78,  213.  445 
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NICARAGUA. 

LOI  RELATIVE  AUX  MATIERES  EXPLOSIVES. 

Les  reglements  suivants  concernant  les  matieres  explosives  au 
Nicaragua  presentent  un  certain  interet  par  suite  du  mouvement 
qui  se  fait  a  present  au  sujet  du  canal.  lis  interessent  aussi  les 
personnes  qui  ont  I'intention  de  s'engager  dans  les  entreprises 
minieres  dans  ce  pays. 

Article  5.  Aucun  particulier  ne  peut  garder  plus  de  2  livres  de  poudre,  5 
livres  de  plomb,  500  capsules,  et  200  cartouches,  meme  s'il  garde  ces  objets  en 
difF6rents  endroits;  mais  les  propri6taires  de  deux  ou  plusieurs  plantations  oa 
entreprises  peuvent  garder  dans  chacune  d'elles  les  quantit6s  accord6es  dans  cct 
article. 

Art.  6.  Ceux  qui  violeront  Tarticle  ci-dessus,  et  les  marchands  qui  ne  se  con- 
formeront  pas  aux  ordres  donnas  dans  I'article  2  de  cette  loi,  seront  poursuivis 
et  punis  comme  contrebandiers. 

Art.  7.  Les  mineurs  et  autres  industriels  qui  sont  obliges  de  garder  pour  leur 
travail  plus  de  poudre  que  ne  le  permet  I'article  6,  doivent  obtenir  du  Ministrc 
des  Finances  une  autorisation  sp6ciale  qui  leur  sera  accord^e  ou  refus6e  suivant 
les  r^sultats  d*une  enquete  faite  a  ce  sujet. 

CONTRAT  AVEC  LA  PACIFIC  MAIL  STEAMSHIP  COMPANY.  . 

Le  British  Foreign  Office  vient  d'etre  informe  en  date  du  25  mars, 
par  le  consul  de  Sa  Majeste  a  Granada,  que  le  gouvernement  du 
Nicaragua  a  renouvele  le  contrat  avec  la  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company  pour  le  transport  des  malles-postes,  des  marchandises  et 
des  voyageurs,  aller  et  retour  des  ports  de  Corinto  et  de  San  Juan 
del  Sur.  Par  cet  arrangement,  ces  ports  seront  mis  en  communi- 
cation directe  avec  New  York,  deux  fois  par  mois,  par  trois  ligncs 
differentes  au  lieu  de  deux  comme  auparavant. 


LA   CULTURE    DU    COTON    DANS   L'AMfiRQUE 

DU  SUD. 

Un  representant  de  la  maison  importante  Grace  &,  Cie.,  de 
New  York  (maison  qui  possede  de  grands  interets  toujours 
croissant  sur  la  cote  ouest  de  T  Amerique  de  Sud),  vient  de  rentrer 
aux  Etats-Unis.  II  fait  connaitre  que  les  agriculteurs  au  Chili 
et  au  Perou  s  occupent  specialement  depuis  peu  de  la  culture  du 
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coton.  En  plus  de  ce  fait  agricole,  il  y  a  un  projet  evident  de 
developper  d'importants  interets  manufacturiers.  Au  Chili,  le 
Gouvernement  a  fait  le  premier  pas  dans  cette  voie,  en  supprimant 
jusqu'en  1902  le  droit  sur  toutes  les  machines  qui  servent  a 
tisser,  comme  on  I'a  deja  dit  dans  un  numero  precedent  du  Bul- 
letin Mensuel.  Par  suite  de  cette  suppression  d'impot,  on  a 
expedie  au  Chili  de  grandes  quantites  de  machines  americaines 
pour  cet  usage.  En  vue  d'encourager  le  dcveloppement  de  la 
culture  et  de  la  manufacture  du  coton  et  des  autres  industries,  on 
a  inaugure  dernierement  a  Lima,  une  exposition  permanente  de 
toutes  sortes  de  machines,  et  les  rapports  que  Ton  re9oit  de  cette 
exposition  indiquent  que  les  fabricants  des  Etats-Unis,  de 
I'Angleterre  et  du  continent  europeen  profitent  de  cette  occasion 
pour  faire  connaitre  leurs  machines. 

L'achevement  prochain  du  chemin  de  fer  Trans-Siberien  et  la 
mise  en  execution  des  travaux  projetes  dans  les  contrees  orientales 
lointaines,  ouvriront  sous  peu  une  nouvelle  ere  de  commerce  et 
d'industrie  dans  cette  partie  du  monde,  et  il  est  tres  probable  que 
rimpulsion  donnee  a  la  culture  et  a  la  filature  du  coton  dans  les 
contrees  precitees,  est  faite  en  vue  des  nouveaux  debouches  que 
ce  commerce  oriental  ofFrira. 


COMMERCE    DE    FARINE  AVEC    L'AMERIQUE 

DU  SUD. 

A  la  seance  annuelle  reguliere  de  TAssociation  des  Meuniers, 
tenue  r^cemment  a  Indianapolis,  on  a  discute  a  fond  la  question 
de  Pentretien  et  de  I'expansion  du  commerce  de  farine  des  Etats- 
Unis  avec  le  Mexique,  TAmerique  du  Centre  et  du  Sud. 

On  s'est  entendu  principalement  sur  les  efforts  que  doivent  faire 
les  meuniers,  ainsi  que  les  autres  fabricants  des  Etats-Unis  pour 
trouver  de  nouveaux  debouches.  Plusieurs  grands  minotiers  ont 
deja  etabli  avec  les  contrees  de  PAmerique  Latine  des  relations 
commercials  en  general  qui  ont  produit  de  bons  resultats,  et  les 
paiements,  quoique  lents  ont  cte  ponctuellement  effectues.  Le 
grand  obstacle  au  plein  dcveloppement  de  cette  branche  de  com- 
merce est  que  les  facilites  offertes  par  les  banques  americaines 
manquent  totalement  dans  ces  pays.     On  a  dit  qu'un  meunier  de 
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Saint-Louis  a  developpe  un  tres  grand  commerce  dans  PAmerique 
du  Centre  et  du  Sud  et  on  a  propose  comme  moyen  profitable  une 
association  de  minotiers,  operant  conjointement  et  pouvant  faire  des 
operations  commerciales  qu'un  seul  homme  ne  pourrait  faire. 

Un  de  ceux  qui  a  pris  la  parole  s'est  exprime  ainsi :  "  Ma  com- 
pagnie  a  fait  directement  quelques  affaires  avec  la  Republique  de 
Costa  Rica  et  le  Yucatan;  le  grand  obstacle  a  ce  commerce  est 
la  difficulte  de  faire  les  recouvrements  a  cause  du  peu  de  facilites 
offertes  par  les  banques.  Les  commer9ants  sont  honnetes,  mais  ils 
reglent  a  tres  longue  echeance  et  vous  envoient  comme  paiement 
une  traite  a  soixante  jours  sur  une  maison  de  New  York." 

Ce  rapport  est  conforme  aux  idees  de  commer9ants  les  plus 
importants  qui  ont  fait  des  efforts  en  vue  d'etablir  des  arrange- 
ments commerciaux  surs  et  stables  avec  les  contrees  au  sud  des 
Etats-Unis;  mais  il  y  a  cette  grande  difficulte  provenant  du 
manque  de  facilites  de  paiements,  difficulte  contre  laquelle  les 
commer9ants  et  les  fabricants  ont  toujours  a  lutter.  De  plus,  on 
a  besoin  d'etablir  des  communications  par  bateaux  a  vapeur. 


LA  FIBRE  DE  RAMIE. 

EXPERIENCES  FAITES  A  LIMOGES,  FRANCE. 

M.  Thomas  Barraclough,  de  Londres,  a  lu  recemment  dans 
rinstitut  Imperial,  un  article  sur  la  culture  et  la  manufacture  de 
la  fibre  de  ramie.  Cet  article  a  ete  prepare  et  lu  sous  les  auspices 
de  la  Societe  des  Arts,  et  on  le  public  en  entier  dans  le  journal  de 
la  societe. 

Sur  rinvitation  de  M.  Barraclough,  un  nombre  de  personnes 
interessees  a  la  culture,  a  la  preparation  et  a  la  manufacture  de  la 
ramie,  se  sont  reunies  a  Limoges,  France,  le  27  juillet  1897,  pour 
faire  un  examen  des  resultats  pratiques  de  la  machine  de  decorti- 
cation de  "  Faure."  La  ramie,  dont  on  s'est  servie  dans  cet  essai, 
etait  cultivee  dans  la  plantation  de  M.  P  aure,  aux  environs  de 
Limoges,  et  on  a  fait  cette  experience  pour  determiners!  le  travail 
de  decortication  fait  a  la  machine,  donnait  des  resultats  aussi  effec- 
tifs  et  aussi  satisfaisants  que  s'il  etait  fait  a  la  main,  comme  on  a 
rhabitude  de  le  faire  en  Chine. 

Apres  une  longue  discussion  sur  les  differentes  methodes,  on  a 
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adopte  a  runanimite  la  resolution  suivante  qui  a  etc  signee  par 
toutes  les  personnes  presentes : 

Limoges,  2J  jtiillet  i8gy, 
Les  soussign^s  qui  ont  assist^  aux  experiences  faites  par  M.  Faure  avec  sa 
nouvelle  machine  pour  la  decortication  de  la  ramie,  sont  heureux  de  declarer 
que  les  r^sultats  obtenus  les  ont  complfeterrient  satisfaits.  lis  pensent  que  la 
decortication  de  la  ramie  faite  par  la  machine  Faure  donne  des  r^sultats  aussi 
bons  que  si  clle  ^tait  faite  a  la  main.  lis  disent  que  leproblfeme  de  la  decortica- 
tion mecanique  de  la  ramie  est  maintenant  enti^rement  satisfaisant. 

Une  des  personnes  presentes,  M.  Bluntschli,  directeur-gerant 
d'un  syndicat  qiii  poss^ede  de  grandes  plantations  de  ramie  a 
Sumatra,  dit  qu'il  s'est  servi  de  la  machine  a  decortication  de  M. 
Faure  et  qu'il  en  a  ete  pleinement  satisfait;  de  plus,  qu'il  est 
convaincu  que  la  fibre  produite  est  egale  a  celle  que  produit  la 
main  d'oeuvre  dans  les  pays  de  I'Orient. 

Le  Bulletin  Mensuel  a  de  temps  en  temps  attire  ^attention, 
noTi  seulement  sur  les  emplois  varies  auxquels  cette  fibre  precieuse 
peut  etre  appliquee,  mais  aussi  a  son  introduction  dans  les  pays  de 
TAmerique  du  Sud  et  du  Centre,  au  Mexique,  aussi  bien  que 
dans  quelques  regions  des  Etats-Unis  qui  se  pretent  a  sa  culture. 
On  a  aussi  mentionne  le  fait  que  Ton  a,  pour  ainsi  dire,  vaincu  la 
grande  difRculte  de  decortication  et  de  degommage  de  la  fibre  par 
les  differentes  inventions  mecaniques. 

II  semble  maintenant  qu'il  ne  reste  plus  a  faire  pour  le  deve- 
loppement  complet  de  cette  industrie,  que  d'associer  dans  une  plus 
grande  cooperation,  le  producteur  et  •  le  manufacturier  de  ce  con- 
tinent. 


MISCELLANfiES  COMMERCIALES. 

RfiPUBLIQUE  ARGENTINE. 

Projet  de  Ohemin  de  Fer       ^^''-  J^**^^  ^'  ^^^^^  ^  demande  a  la  municipalite  de 
6iectrique    Soaterrain  A  Buenos  Ayres    une  concession  pour  la  construction   de 

Baenoe  Ayres.  i  \        -         \      c       t\         •  •     •         i 

deux  chemins  de  fer  electriques  souterrams  dans   cette 

ville.  Les  tunnels  doivent  etre  revetusi  de  couches  de  ciment  suffisamment  epais- 
ses  pour  resister  a  la  pression  de  la  terre  et  a  Thumidite.  La  ventilation  s'efFec- 
tuera  au  moyen  d'ouvertures  pratiquees  dans  la  voie  ou  dans  les  trottoirs.  Les 
travaux  de  construction  doivent  commencer  dans  les  neuf  mois  qui  suivront  Tap- 
probation  des  plans  et  la  voie  doit  etre  prete  pour  le  trafic  dans  les  trois  annees 
suivantes.  Le  maximum  des  prix  de  voyage  ne  doit  pas  depasser  quinze  cen- 
tavos;  le  port  des  paquets  ne  doit  pas  depasser  cinq  centavos,  et  6  pour  cent  des 
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recettes  totalcs  doivent  revenir  a  la  municipality.  Les  deux  ligncs  avcc  Ics 
batiments  et  tout  le  materiel  roulant  deviendront  la  propri^t^  absoluc  dc  la 
municipalif^,  exemptes  de  toutes  demandes  de  compensation,  dans  un  d^lai  dc 
quatre-vingt-dix  ans. 

Importation.  d'in.tniment.      Le  vicc-consul  Anglais  a  Rosario,  fait  connaitre  que 
Agricoieg,  ^^    jgg^   ^    1894,    p^riode    dcs    bonnes    r^coltes,    on  a 

trouv6  une  vente  facile  de  135,000  tonnes  de  fil  de  fer  pour  clotures,  100,000 
charrues,  680,000  socs,  2,262  machines  pour  ensemencer,  27,680  moissonncuses, 
2,600  batteuses  et  7,000  machines  pour  vanner,  non  compris  plusieurs  tonnes 
de  petits  instruments.  Depuis  la  crise  et  les  mauvaises  r^coltes  la  demande  de 
machines  agricoles  a  sensiblement  diminu6.  Le  vice-consul  dit  que  rAnglctcrrc 
occupe  le  premier  rang  comme  pays  importateur  de  machines  dans  la  R^publique 
Argentine  et  que  les  Etats-Unis  viennent  ensuite. 

Onlturddnriz  dans  u  Pro-  Dans  la  province  de  Tucuman  ou  Ton  cultive  la  cannc 
vlnce  de  Tucuman.  ^  sucre,  beaucoup  d'agriculteurs  se  sont  occup6s  dcrniferc- 
ment  de  la  culture  du  riz,  pour  laquelle  le  climat  et  le  sol  sont  favorables.  Dc 
1895  a  1896,  les  terres  destinies  a  cette  culture  ont  augment6  de  100  hectares  a 
264  hectares.  La  superficie  est  irhs  petite,  mais  I'augmentation  en  est  significa- 
tive. Dans  les  terres  arros^es,  la  r^colte  est  de  2,500  kilos  par  hectare  et  dans 
les  terrains  sees,  1,500  kilos.  On  a  encourag6  la  semence  du  riz  en  raison  de  la 
crise  ressentie  dans  Tindustrie  sucrifere. 

BRfiSIL. 

Afftrmage  des  Ohemins  de      Le  British  Foreign  Office  vient  d'etre  inform^officicUc- 
Fer  Nationaux.  ment  qu*un  syndicat,  repr6sent6  par  le  Senhor  Antonio 

Ferreira  a  afferm6  pour  un  certain  nombre  d'ann^es  le  Chemin  de  Fer  Central 
de  Pernambuco.  A  la  signature  de  ce  contrat,  les  chemins  de  fer  nationaux  du 
Br^sil,  except^  ceux  du  Centre,  de  Bahia,  de  Pernambuco  du  Sud  et  de  Paulo 
AfFonso  ne  seront  plus  sous  le  controle  efFectif  du  Gouvernement.  Plusieurs  des 
lignes  ci-dessus  6num6r6es  ont  6t6  exploit6es  par  I'Etat,  et  lui  ont  rapport6 
jusqu'ici  un  beau  b6n6fice. 

CHILL 

Traitfl   de  Commerce  avec     On  poursuit  actuellement  des  pourparlers  pour  la  n6go- 
I'AUemagne.  ciation  d'un  trait6  de  commerce  entre  le  Chili  et  TAllc- 

magne.  Avant  1895,  ^^  cxiscait  un  trait^  semblable  conclu  en  1862,  mais  quia 
cess6  d'etre  en  vigueur  en  1895,  et  I'augmentation  rapide  du  commerce  entre  les 
deux  contr6es  a  n6cessit6  son  renouvellement  dans  des  conditions  plus  larges. 

Les  importations  allemandes  provenant  du  Chili  se  sont  61ev6es  en  1880  a 
$607,500,  et  en  1896  elles  ont  augment^  de  $8,655,750.  Sur  ces  importa- 
tions, les  nitrates  en  forment  presque  la  moiti6,  vient  ensuite  le  cuir  a  semellc, 
et  enfin  les  cuirs  verts,  I'or  et  le  cuivre.  Les  exportations  allemandes  dans  le 
pays  consistent  principalement  en  plantes  textiles  et  en  articles  en  fer.  Voici 
les  exportations  pour  les  ann^es  1894  et  1896:  Lainages,  ^valu6s  a  $985,500; 
cotonnades,  $1,566,500;  articles  en  fer  ordinaire,  $475,220;  articles  en  fer 
ouvr6,  $840,000;  Sucre,  $413,000. 
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HAITI. 

Droit,  de.  Sujets  de.  ^^   apprend    que    le   Gouvernement    d'Haiti,  par    un 

Euu-UnU.  d^cret   ex^cutif,  vient  d'accorder   aux   sujets  des   Etats- 

Unis  r^sidant  a  Haiti,  les  memes  privileges  et  droits  qu'on  accorde  aux  Haltiens 
en  fait  dc  commerce  et  de  travail.  Le  d6cret  a  trait  surtout  aux  licences  com- 
mercials et  au  commerce  en  detail. 

HONDURAS. 

Dans  un  rapport  en  date  du  30  avril  1898,  adress6  au 
Oonditions  Oommercialcs.  _.  .  _ 

Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangferes  et  publi6  dans  les  pre- 
mieres feuilles  des  Rapports  Consulaires  du  21  mai,  M.  Johnston,  consul  a  Utilla, 
s'exprime  ainsi :  Pendant  la  premiere  partie  du  mois,  les  exportations  de  bananes, 
de  plaintains  et  de  noix  de  coco  ont  atteint  une  bonne  moyenne,  mais  pendant 
les  dix  derniers  jours  le  commerce  a  diminu6  beaucoup  par  suite  de  la  guerre 
avec  TEspagne.  Les  navires  portant  le  drapeau  des  Etats-Unis  ont  6t6  obliges 
de  rester  a  la  Nouvelle-Orleans,  et  ceux  qui  portent  le  drapeau  norw6gien  sont 
les  sculs  qui  font  le  commerce  en  ce  moment.  Par  consequent  les  prix  ont  diminu6, 
etsi  I'on  n'employe  point  plus  de  navires,  une  grande  quantit6  de  fruits  se  gatera 
a  Parbre  et  entrainera  une  perte  considerable  pour  les  producteurs.  Ceci  por- 
tera  un  coup  tr^s  sensible  aux  importations  qui  proviennent  presque  toutes  des 
Etats-Unis.  Si  Pon  pouvait  ^tablir  une  ligne  r6guliere  de  bateaux-postes  entre 
la  Nouvelle-Orl6ans,  Utilla  et  Cuba,  le  commerce  y  gagnerait  beaucoup  sur  toutes 
ces  places. 

Rtfeumtf  »nrie« Habitant.,  le  M-  RoBERT  M.  Fryer,  de  Washington,  qui  a  beaucoup 
oiixnat,ieaRe«aonrce»,etc.   yoyag6  dans  le  Honduras  et  y  a  demeur6  quelques  ann^es, 

envoie  au  Bureau  la  communication  suivante  au  sujet  des  ressources,  du  climat, 
etc.,  de  cette  R^publique. 

**  Permettez-moi  de  faire  connaitre  aux  lecteursdu  Bulletin,  que  les  habitants, 
le  climat,  la  religion  et  le  Gouvernement  du  Honduras  sont  tout  a  fait  dispos6s 
a  Pavancement  des  int6rets  particuliers.  Toute  personne  allant  au  Honduras 
avec  assez  de  jugement  pour  comprendre  ce  qui  existe,  et  qui  se  livrera  au  d6ve- 
loppement  des  occasions  qui  se  pr6senteront,  sans  se  mfiler  des  affaires  publiques, 
ne  d6mentira  jamais  mon  assertion.  On  peut  dire  que  les  habitants  de  ce  pays 
font  un  meilleur  accueil  aux  voyageurs  et  aux  colons  des  Etats-Unis  venant  pour 
s'y  ^tablir,  qu*a  tous  les  autres  6trangers  visitant  le  pays. 

En  superficie,  le  Honduras  est  de  la  meme  grandeur  environ  que  PEtat  de 
POhio,  mais  en  fait  de  ressources  naturelles  il  surpasse  un  nombre  d'^tats  sem- 
blables  pris  collectivement,  et  s*il  avail  une  population  correspondante,  il  sur- 
passerait,  a  mon  avis,  tout  autre  territoire  de  meme  grandeur.  Le  pays  fournit 
un  confori  plus  grand  que  celui  qu'on  peut  obtenir  ailleurs  avec  la  meme  d^pense 
d*argent  et  de  travail ;  il  possfede  tous  les  avantages  des  regions  tropicales,  semi- 
tropicales  et  temp6r^es.  Parmis  ses  productions  se  trouvent  des  bois  pr^cieux 
pour  le  commerce,  des  plantes  m^dicinales,-  des  fruits  tropicaux,  et  de  vastes 
ressources  min^ralcs  inexploit6es;  mais  par  dessus  tout  c'est  le  climat  du  Hon- 
duras, joint  aux  nombreux  autres  avantages,  qui  est  son  plus  grand  charme. 

Sur  une  distance  dc  400  milles  emviron,  la  cote  du  nord  du  Honduras  s'6tend 
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dans  une  direction  presque  directement  est  et  ouest ;  les  vents  qui  soufflent  Ic 
plus  souvent  (vents  aliz^s)  viennent  du  nord  ct  du  nord-cst,  et  Ton  peut 
compter  sur  eux  pour  rendre  la  cote  salubre  et  relativemcnt  fraiche,  mais  na- 
turellement  ce  n'est  pas  la  place  qui  se  recommande  le  plus  en  raison  dc  son 
climat.  Toutefois,  il  n*est  certainement  pas  d6sagr6able,  parce  que  les  mon- 
tagnes  de  la  cote  sont  baign6es  par  la  mer  et  que  leurs  sommcts  percent  les 
nuages  a  une  616vation  d'un  mille  ou  plus.  Dans  les  nombreuses  valines  ct 
plateaux,  on  peut  trouver  un  climat  convenant  aux  gouts  et  aux  exigences  dc 
toute  personne  raisonnable. 

Si  toutefois  on  me  demandait  d'indiquer  le  climat  le  plus  agr^able  du  pays, 
j*appellerais  1 'attention  sur  celui  de  Tegucigalpa,  Siguatepeque  et  des  collincs 
qui  entourent  Camayagua;  sur  celui  du  lac  Yojoa,*San  Jos6,  Santa  Barbara  et  dc 
nombreux  autres  endroits  dans  I'int^rieur  de  la  R^publique,  ou  d'^paisses  cou- 
vertures  sont  necessaires  chaque  nuit  de  l'ann6e;  et  ou  on  ne  trouve  jamais  ni 
de  mouches,  ni  de  moustiques ;  oii  les  jours  ressemblent  a  ccux  du  printemps  ct 
ou  il  y  a  des  fleurs  et  des  fruits  toute  Tannic.  Dans  un  parcours  de  plusieurs 
mille  milles  que  j*ai  fait  a  dos  de  mulets  dans  les  montagnes,  je  n'y  ai  jamais  vu 
ni  reptiles,  ni  d*animaux  sauvages  si  ce  n'est  en  captivit^,  mais  de  tous  cotes,  il  y 
a  une  profusion  d'oiseaux  d*une  grande  vari6t6  de  couleurs  et  de  plumage.  Lc 
pays  est  bien  pourvu  de  courants  d*eau,  dont  plusieurs  abondent  en  poissons, 
les  plus  beaux  se  trouvant  pr^s  de  la  cote. 

II  ne  faut  que  trfes  peu  de  capital  ou  de  travail  pour  6tablir  une  demeure  dans 
le  Honduras ;  on  n'y  trouve  pas  les  extremes  de  temperature,  et  tout  produit 
semble  y  croitre  avec  peu  ou  sans  aucune  culture.  II  en  est  surtout  ainsi  pour 
le  mais,  qui  produit  deux  ou  trois  r6coltes  par  an;  la  canne  a  sucre  et  le  coton 
produisent  aussi  plus  d'une  r6colte  par  an,  et  n'ont  besoin  d'etre  plant6s 
que  tous  les  dixans.  La  noix  de  coeo  et  le  caoutchouc  donnent  une  r^coltc 
profitable  huit  ans  apr^s  la  plantation,  tandis  que  le  caf6ier  commence  a 
produire  en  moins  de  six  ans.  Les  caoutchoucs,  dans  leurs  premieres  ann^es, 
exigent  de  I'ombre  qui  leur  est  fournic  par  les  bananiers  plant^s  parmi  eux.  Ccs 
bananiers  rapportent  aussi  de  gros  benefices,  et  commencent  a  produire  en  ncuf 
mois.  lis  produisent  au  moins  pendant  dix  ans.  On  dit  que  la  vie  du  caout- 
chouc au  Honduras  dure  pendant  cinquante  ans  ou  plus. 

On  trouve  dans  le  pays,  a  I'^tat  sauvage,  I'oranger,  le  citronnier,  le  limonicr, 
le  manioc  et  beaucoup  d'autres  arbres  fruitiers;  I'ananas,  y  compris  la  vari6t6 
conique,  pousse  en  abondance  pr^s  de  la  cote.  Dans  quelques  regions  du  pays, 
tous  les  legumes  connus  aux  Etats-Unis  poussent  a  merveille.  Le  sol  pr^s 
de  la  cote  est  trop  riche  pour  les  pommes  de  terre,  les  tiges  devienncnt  trop 
lourdes,  mais  dans  I'int^rieur  ou  le  sol  est  sec,  ce  legume  pousse  facilement. 
On  dit  que  M.  Bambourg,  qui  demeure  a  San  Pedro  Sula,  ou  il  dirige  un  grand 
jardin  de  produits  pour  le  march6,  est  une  autorit^  au  sujet  de  la  culture  dc 
16gumes  au  Honduras. 

A  propos  des  ressources  min^rales,  je  dirai  que  d'aprfes  mes  propres  observa- 
tions et  toutes  les  indications,  que  le  Honduras  poss^de  des  mines  d'or  ci 
d'argent  d'une  valeur  incalculable.  Par  la  gracieuset6  de  M.  Girlings,  dircc- 
teur  g6n6ral  de  la  New  York   and  Honduras  Rosario  Mining  Company,  j'ai 
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pu  apprendre  beaucoup  de  choscs,  non  seulemcnt  sur  les  riches  d6p6ts  de  la 
compagnie,  mais  aussi  sur  Ics  mines  du  District  de  Yuscuran,  ou  est  situ^e  la 
mine  renomm^e  de  Guayabillas,  ainsi  que  les  placers  aurif feres  d'Olancho.  La 
mine  pr^cit6e  de  Rosario  est  situ^e  a  San  Juancita,  21  milles  de  Tegucigalpa 
(la  capitale),  qui  lui  est  relive  par  une  assez  bonne  route  carrossable. 

GUATEMALA. 

Redaction  da  Droit  d'Expor-     O"  ^  re9u  des  informations  officielles  qu'en  vertu  d'un 
tation  »ur  le  Oa«.         d6cret  ex6cutif  r6cemment  promulgu^,  les  droits  d'expor- 
tation  sur  le  caf'6  sont  r^duits  a  $1  en  monnaie  courante,  soit  environ  36  sous 
par  quintal.      Cette  loi  entrera  en  vigueur  le  i®' juillet  de  I'ann^e  courante. 

On  dit  que  cette  meme  loi  d^crfete  que  les  exportations  de  tous  les  produits 
naturels  ou  fabriqu6s,  a  Texception  du  caf6,  seront  exemptes  de  droits,  a  partir 
de  la  date  pr^cit^e,  et  que  dans  le  cas  ou  la  diminution  dans  la  valeur  du  caf6 
continuerait  ou  augmenterait  sur  les  marches  Strangers  le  droit  pourrait  etre 

supprim^  complfetement. 

PARAGUAY. 

lutn>diiction  do  Moulin.  4  L'industrie  la  ^plus  importante  et  la  plus  lucrative  au 
Vent  Amtfricains.  Paraguay  est  celle  de  P^levage  du  b6tail,  mais  a  cause  du 
manque  d'eau  sur  les  paturages,  il  faut  conduire  les  troupeaux  a  une  distance  de 
plusieurs  milles  pour  les  abreuver,  ce  qui  retarde  consid6rablement  cette  indus- 
trie.  M.  Ruffin,  consul  g6n6ral  des  Etats-Unis,  attire  I'attention  sur  la  n^ces- 
sit^  de  bons  moulins  a  vent  de  manufacture  am6ricaine  que  les  61eveurs  peuvent 
monter  pour  pomper  Peau,  et  ainsi  porter  remfede  a  ce  grand  d^savantage. 

PfiROU. 

iltabUuementd'ane  Fabriqne     Une  compagnie  au  capital  de  $40,000  vient  de  s'^tablir 
et  d'une  fonderie  k  Oaiiao.    ^  QaWsLO  pour  la  fabrication  d'allumettes  de  sOret6  en  cire. 

Comme  cette  industrie  est  encore  dans  Penfance,  le  produit  est  encore  inf^rieur 
a  Particle  d*importation.  On  a  accord^  la  permission  de  construireune  fonderie 
dans  les  environs  de  la  ville,  et  les  tiavaux  de  construction  pour  des  6gouts  et 
pour  des  conduits  d'eau  se  poursuivent  jusqu'a  concurrence  de  $300,000. 
Pendant  Pann6e  1896,  les  recettes  douani^res  se  sont  61ev6es  a  $2,100,009. 


ETATS-UNIS. 

Exportation  de  Machine* pour     Les   exportations  dc  machines   pour  la  fabrication   du 
fiTrabrication  dn  Sucre.    ^^^^^^  cxp6di6es  par  les  Etats-Unis  a  PAm^rique  du  Sud, 

pendant  le  mois  d'avril,  ont  6t6  les  plus  grandes  qui  aient  eu  lieu  depuis  quelque 
temps.  L'  "American  Exporter  "  fait  connaitre  que  la  R6publique  Argentine, 
la  Colombie  et  le  Salvador  ont  6t6  les  marches  principaux  auxquels  on  a  exp^di^ 
des  machines  pour  une  valeur  d*environ  $50,000. 

La  R6publique  Argentine  en  a  re^u  pour  les  deux  tiers  de  cette  somme  environ, 
et  le  reste  s'est  distribu6  entre  Hondo,  Colombie  et  Acajutla,  Salvador.  On 
dit  que  ces  machines  sont  destinies  exclusivement  aux  grandes  plantations  de 
canne  a  sucre  dont  les  usines  sont  mues   par  la  vapeur,  car  dans  les  expeditions 
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Oonaommation  da  Oaftf. 


qui  ont  etc  taites,  il  n*y  avait  pas  un  seul  petit  moulin  a  sucre  de  la  force  d'un 
cheval  ou  d*un  boeuf. 

D'aprfes  Ic  "Mexican  Financier,"  Ics  Etats-Unis  sont 
et  seront  toujours  les  plus  grands  acheteurs  de  caf^  au 
Mexique,  et  c'est  certainement  le  pays  qui  achate  les  plus  grandes  quantiies  dc 
caf6,  car  il  n'cn  produit  pas  du  tout.  Le  tome  des  statistiques  commercialcs 
pour  I'ann^e  fiscale  finissant  le  30  juin  dernier,  donne  en  detail  les  importations 
de  caf6. 

Les  importations  totales  de  caf6  aux  Etats-Unis  pour  l*ann6e  pr^cit^e  ont 
6t6  de  737,645,670  livres,  soit  environ  dix  livres  par  tetc,  scion  les  estimations 
de  la  population  actuelle. 

Pendant  I'ann^e  fiscale  de  1897,  les  Am^ricains  ont  achet6  le  caft  dans  tous 
les  pays  productifs  de  caf6,  et  trois  continents  y  ont  contribu^ :  TAm^rique, 
I'Afrique  et  I'Asie,  sans  compter  I'Australasie.  Les  principaux  fournisseurs  dc 
caft  aux  Etats-Unis  selon  leur  ordre  6taient : 


Br6sil 

Venezuela 

Mexique , 

Colombie   

Costa  Rica 

Guatemala 

Indes  Orientales  Hollandaises 

Haiti 

Salvador 

Aden 


Livres. 


542,  S57,  265 
58,913,154 
28.  833,  870 
20,  939,  528 
19.  Joo,  381 

".569.772 
11,001,036 

7,  299,  778 

7,  147,  369 
5.118,386 


Valeur  en  or. 


$52,792,g37 
8,  300, 672 

4,591.909 

2,834,631 

2,  800, 652 

1,744,411 

2,075.157 
946,700 

1,072.480 

859, 602 


Ce  sont  les  prin  ipaux  endroits  d'ou  Ton  a  obtenu  le  caf6  pour  le  marcW 
am6ricain,  qui  en  a  consomm^  pour  une  valeur  de  $81,544,000  en  or. 

VENEZUELA. 


Projet  d'une  Ligne  de  Ba-  ^^  repr^sentant  d'un  syndicat  des  Etats-Unis  est  au 
teaux  k  Vapeura.  Venezuela  en  ce  moment  pour  examiner  s'il  serait  bon 
d'6tabUr  une  nouvelle  ligne  de  vapeurs  entre  New  York  et  les  ports  v6n6zu61icns 
avec  escale  dans  quelques  ties  des  Indes  Occidentales.  D'apr^s  un  rapport 
recent,  il  a  d6ja  pass6  un  contrat  et  on  lui  a  garanti  le  transport  de  2,000  tonnes 
de  fret  par  mois.  La  ligne  propos6e  desservira  Saint  Thomas,  Saint  Kitts,  la 
Guadeloupe,  la  Martinique,  les  Barbades,  et  la  Trinit6.  D'apr^s  Tentreprisc 
projet^e,  on  6tablira  aussi  la  navigation  a  vapeur  sur  TOr^noque,  Les  int6rcts 
des  Etats-Unis  dans  la  R^publique  du  Venezuela  se  d6veloppent  beaucoupence 
moment;  on  vient  d'6tablir  dans  Caracas  une  Building  and  Loan  Company 
(compagnie  qui  avance  des  fonds  a  ceux  qui  d6sirent  construire  des  batiments), 
et  la  R6publique  du  Nord  fournira  la  plus  grande  partie  du  capital. 
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